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FOURTH AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ARTILLERY.

Headguarters
4th July, 1918, |

C ntra Grnup.
e, D:A,C,.
Smﬂtharn Group.
Left Group.
|7th DA, C. (Ist See.)
Right - Grﬂup , ' ‘-
4th Aust. D.T.M.0,

.--1- -‘*h —---. —-——-—--—--—-.u —

{ A WBL L a4/,

T PR THE LHME COMMANDER WISHES HIS CONGRATULATIONS

CONVEYED TO YOUW AND YOUR MEN ON YOUR EXCELIENT WORK AAA

ﬂEﬂERAL BIRDWOOD AND THE CORPS COMMANDER BOTH STND YOU AND YOUR KON
COMMANDS THEIR BEST CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR BRILLIANT WORK AAA

' THE DIVISIONAL COMMANDER WISHES TO ADD HIS OWN CONGRATULATIONS

7O THE ABOVE APPRECATIONS Akl

i‘ Iétéma R.F. A, .

(sgd.) Arthur C.R,Waite, Camtain,

“Ath Aust, Diw, Arty. |
_,..--—: _‘..._—- 51 LJ‘H ! .:J:E:’IIt 11&'}01‘
gt ¥ Brigade Hagnr
MEDIUL) TREN OH 4th Australisn Divisionsl A:c'ti'l.lar}f.

MORTAR BATTERY. 4
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% ' APPENDIX. 2 %
) ;

Y
Visit of French Prime Minister to the
Australian Troops. ~
?‘"T : It will interest members of the AUSTRALIAN Corps to know how it was that the Prime Minister of
- France came up to visit us the other day and what he said. ;

When the Supreme Council of the A llies was sitting at Versailles the other day, and the Prime Ministers
of France, Italy, and England were present around the table, and all the Prime Ministers of the Dominions,
it so happened that there came in, while they were deliberating there, the news of the battle of Hamel, and
of the success that the Australian Troops had gained. All those present asked the Secretary to telegraph at
once their congratulations to the Australians. But when it came to M. Clemenceau, the venerable Prime

Minister pf France, after starting to instruet the Secretary to telegraph his congratulations also, he said:
“No, I will go and tell them myself.” .

M. Clemenceau is 78 years of age. Every Sunday he drives to some division of the French Army, goes
to see them close up to the line, travelling hundreds of miles through the country in spite of his age. This
Sunday he determined to come to an Australian Division. As the 4th Australian Division had been directing
the operations at Hamel, he came to that. After chatting and laughing with the Officers and men who could
be got torzcther at short notice at Headquarters—as much at home amongst them as if he were a boy again
—he said lic would like to say a word or two to them on behalf of the French people. A number of the men
were gatlicred into a rough semicirele, and the little Premier, “The Tiger,” as he he is known by the French,

standing in front of them simply, without any attempt to flatter or over-do his praise of them, made them in
English the following speech :(—

“Gentlemen,” he said, “I hope you will be kind enough to excuse my faulty
English. I know only a little, but I find it very useful at this moment, this English,
because it enables me to tell you what all the French people think of you. When the
Australians came to France we expected a great deal of you. First, because we had
heard of what you had done in war in Gallipoli; secondly, because we had heard a great
deal of what you had accomplished in peace in your own country. The French people
expected that when you came to France to fight in this great struggle, which, after all, is
the same for the French, the English, the Australians and all those who have fought
this great war out in the cause of freedom, which is the same for all, they expected a
good deal of you; and I should not like to say that they have been surprised that you
have fulfilled that expectation. They admired most the fact that you were capable of

flﬂing what they expected of you. The more they expected of you, the more they held it
; in admiration.

- “Hamel—after all, that is not such a very great battle; but I am ready to hold

| that in a comparatively small battle the man, the fighting man, who goes in to give all

_ he has—his home, his hopes, his life itself—in a small battle his qualities show in all the

* j: brighter light, the action of each individual man having more influence in the final result.

| In a very big action it is not possible to notice so well the qualities of particular men.

Well, in this battle the Germans saw that they had before them men who came from far

away to attest that wherever free people lived, in England, in France, in Australia, New

Zealand, Canada, and all free countries, these were not ready to give way to the Boche

who has acted with such barbarity —who wounded and killed not only men in battle, but

women and oJd men and little children—who ruined and destroyed our country, our
houses, our fruit trees, even our gardens. - :

“We have all been fighting beside each other here. It is such a wonderful thing
that this should happen in history on these old fields of battle which vou had read of in
books, hearing of wars which you had not seen and the consequences of which you had
never expected to see. It is a wonderful thing that you should be fighting beside us on
these old battlefields of history. Still, it has come true. The work of our fathers, which
we wanted to leave unharmed to our children, they tried to rob us of. They tried to
take from us all that was dearest in modern society. But the free nations of the world
said that the Boche should not do this so long as they were there to come and prevent it.
Men were the same in England, in France, in Italy, and all the countries which are
proud of being the home of a free people. And that is what you did. And that is what
made us greet you when you came. We knew that you would ficht a real fight. But
we did not know that from the very beginning you would astonish the whole continent.

“1 have come here just for the very purpose of seeing the Australians. 1 am
going back to-morrow to see my countrymen and tell them : ‘I have seen the Australians.
I have looked in their eyes. I know that these men who have fought great battles beside ;
us in the cause of freedom will fight alongside us again until the cause of freedom for
which we are battling is safe for us and for our children.’”

The Australians who had been listening to this fine speech from the Grand Old Man of France, gave
three tremendous cheers for France, which affected him greatly. He then called for three cheers for
Australia, and left to go back to Paris.

ALF. P.8. 670-7-18.
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