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1518' | Stores continued to arrive satififactorily, no especial delay in the fulfilling of |

demands being found. _

! Special stores were received for the training of infantry in seroplane observing, ' ?

so that enemy sattscks would be driven off.
) ; Arrangements were made for the starting of a bootshop and a tailors shop with the
f ' DeAeCe All stores necessary were demanded, and the personnel for the hootshop were tested out
by my Sergeant Bootmeker. The personnel of the tailor's ghop wes collected under the charge |
of s Staff/Sergeant of the Divisiongl Ammunition Column. |

Stores for the re-starting of the Divisional Armourers Shop continued to arrive,
| but no start was made as some of the stores which were very necessary, had not arrived. |
| Aeccompanied by the DeAsh«G., I inspected the Q.M's stores and shops of two Brigades. i
| e found very few instances of the holding of stores by eny Unit. The general conditions of | |
the various bootshops was good and the armourers shops were,in nesarly every cgsege, eéxcellent. |

On the 20th I received instructions to proceed to an Ammunition Course st No. 14 I -
Ordnance Depot. This Course I joined on the 2lst. The Course consisted of lectures snd practical J
work on the Ammunition in use by the British Armies in France, one day being given to the | |
demolition of shelle, etec. I was still at the Course at the end of the month.

| On the 21st. Orders were received from Divisional Head quarters that the winter

clothing snd stores, thought to be unnecesgsary to carry, Wwers to be returned to my Depot and
sent to Base by me. Large cuantities were received end returned. _

A rear dump of the various shop's eguipment and EP;TE material was made atiBlaringhem. |

About 6 of the winter issue wag returned to the Dbase.
= . Un the g%th. the Working Party under one W.0. left by tmain for the new location.
\ | On the morning of the 28th. the rest of the otaff left by lorry, halting at mid-day for a meal.

OUne KeCeOe asnd 7 O.Rs were left behind to hend over to the incoming Division. 4

[ A camp was formed at Vauchelles, sccomod ation being found in hutse
lo stores were received while the esmp was here. The lorries were employed each day i

) n eollecting salvage and forwarding it tD the neearest Railhead.
| A TE& OffiE: was opened for the receiving of indents, which were forwarded to Base.

Lerge shortages of box respirators were found in certain units. This was met by
sglving new ones, but demande were not met in full until the next area was reached.

The camp was in the same place at the end of the month
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The labour, daily employed, varied from 20-=84 outside the ordinary Ordnance
Personnel. The number of boot-makers continuously working was l1l4.
Bulk issues during liarch. Approximate strengta of Division, 19,000.

Greatcoats, 693 Boots, ankle, 1,587; Jackets, S.D. 1,446; Pantaloons, 670;
Trousers, S.De 1,469; Puttees, 1,615; Sheets, ground, 134; Tins, mess, 414;
Bottles, water, 91; Shoes, horse, 2.817; Shoes, mule, 1,990;

It was not necessary to expend any money on local purchases.

No Gung or Carriasges were reguired to be replaced.

The formation of the Machine Gun Battalion was carried out by the merging of the
four Companies. A1l1 stores in exwess of Battalion establishment were re¢turned to.

Base and demands submitted for &ll stores reguired to meke up to new establishment.
The vehicles and other stores were very prompt in arriving, thus allowiug oi the
new formation being made a complete unit.
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