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25th April - Shorily after 8 as.me & hesvy hostile chell gas attack

wes mnede on or =hnut the Villisge.of HEILLY.

At the new 7agon ! ine:s position horce-lines otc were
erected snd the men set to work to fig ine The hill

is terraced and lende itsell admirsbly for this. The
bank beins cut into and the exdavated earth thrown up

on either side made good cover, The simple process of
throwing & wateroroof sheetl or canvas cover over & rdige
pole made a fairly weatherpsroof homee The horve amd agom
l1lines were situated on the teisrace a&bove.

The Im obile wagon I ines joiped the mzin body during the
dsye The gun teame remséined forward near HEILLY in
~ charge of Lieubtes VATT.

Capte. CTOVER, DLieut. FIVISON, Lieuts HOGARTH & BINNIE
ramninﬂd with the guns, Capt. COLQUHOUN taking charge of
the 7"egon Tinee assisted hy'Liaut. CODYe.

No. 31&54 Gnire. ASHMEAD was gessed znd sent to Hospital.

26th 'pril - Vecther dull and very micstye Rain fell toward the nighte
The batltery wes relieved to-day by 108th K.F.h.Brigade
B. battery mobile, and guns were teken over., The <bih
nattery fell back into reserve occupying the positions
evacusted by the 1l08th Brigade R.F.As. This is on the
hill top above the recently e¢vacuated 'sgon Lines
( Ssheet GZ2D France, Jdelege05s2568 gJDrﬂI]- '

27th Aprll -~ Jesther was still bad with poor Visihiliﬂy ana in
consecuence there was practicalliy no artillery activity
on oitheor side.
Crogcess made by 20th Battery were erecied tu-ﬁny'uver
the graves of Lieut-Col. CHURCLHUS, Capte thLHqu S &
Lieute RADFORD®,

28th 1 pril « Very little nctivity on either side of the linee. Usual
'sgon Tine routine was corried out including improvement
of horse lines and building of revetmenis.

29th rpril - jYeather was dull in the nmoraning. In the ziterncon the
glouds lifted somewhat and low fiyiang ser planes ilew
over our back areass Artilliery was very quiet during
the day but at nighv & heavy bhombardument was put down by
the enemye
To-day & fine pieve of work was done h an Auste AlX
7lighte Three of our planes swooped frum the clouds on
to = Hun Plane &t low esltitude foreing him to descend
but not before he had made & determined efiort to bresk
throughe The machine lsnded near our ‘agon Lines
precticelly intescte The pilot who was a mere lad of
about 18 yeare burst into tesrs hen cantured.

30th 1pril « The day wes very wet snd foggy and there was very liittle
&rtillery 8cTivitye
Jagon Line routine was ﬂazriaﬂ on as usuale

1st May « Jeather conditions ﬁﬂﬂl and mis tye The guns being in
reserve little firing hsas becn done with The exception
of runginge

There was some sctivitiy in the 2ir during the nwyming
and hostile muchine: flew over our lines at low altitudesy

Znd M=y - The day w:s fine and warme. There was a noticeable
inoresse in artillery shooting =amnd zircroft took full
sdventege of the Tavourable conditions.

A geme of Buaseball has been rrranged by Bdre. ROHU between
Ce COye 6th Regiment American Fngineers who are billettled
in. "REQHIUCOURT snd 2 team selected from Yth Brigade, the
idea being to stinulste & fraternal feeling and Tor us

to lesrn the finer points ofathe gomee
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rd May - Fine weathe: continues. The front wee very gulet and
there 1s nothing special to reporte.
Usual 7agon ILine routine wae carried out,.

4th lay -~ The doy beca e fine after s heavy rain storm which
continued vhroughout the night. This rein has made the
“agon Lines very muddye
Hostile guns heeavily chelled villuges nesr the line and
this brought forth a stroa, retalistiogd.
A series of criclket metcecheu, on inter-battery competition
was begun Lo-day the Z06th Batlery playing the 107tk Batty.
The géme was played lmmedistely in resar of the L6gh
Baetiery position zund the 26th won seores being 68, £7e

oth liay « To-day the Baseball match wes pleyed &t the Jagon lines
near FRECHENCOUET. The gesme proved very interesting and
novel and & lorge crovd attendede The 26th wa: grented a
half-holiday. /A heavy thunderstorm ceused the mstch %o
be abendonetl when the sccres stood - Yenks 5, ‘ussies 4
with an inninge in our fsvore. The visiting team was
enterizined 1o tea and & rebturn mateh arranged.

6th lay - During the night & reid by 3rd Div. Infantry was highly

; suceessfule. The 7th Brigcde " stooed to" during the
operetion. This raid took place between the 'ivers
SOMME & ANCRLE South Yestv of M _LANCOURYe Our line wase
advinced ¢ mile on « fromt of spproximately 1 mile in
Epive ol strong opposition from the enemy whose losses
were houvye
Over 150 prisomners, £ Mechinme guns and & Trench Hortar
were captureds Qur caknaltien were slighte.

7th llaye = Heevy rain sgualles throu:.hout the daye The front
remained quiete.
Coles JAMES returned to 7th Brignde Headguarters from
Hespitele
The ?th Prig de Battery positions were inﬁneetaﬂ by
Géne Uire HEIRDVO0D towdnye

8th liay - Jeather fine and wsrm though misty. The afternoon was
& nelf-hoiiday on scecount of the return bsseball match
vbeing ployede The game proved te be an axciting one and
wae strongly contested, but the 7th Brigede were oute
classed in the latter pﬂrt of the pemes The finul scores
were 13 - S« There was & large crowd of spectators,
Gene GRIMIAUE, MajJor NICHOLLS and other Staff officers
peing prevente
The mericane entertained the 7th Brigede tesm in the
evenings. Through these gemes ¢ ne:lthy Ifriendship Ims
sprung uo between the two Units and further conte$sts are
looked ITorward Toe

¢th iley -~ The 26th Battery weant ianto setion sgsin to-dey, tsking
over guns and vosition of 8th Battery ¥obile A.,F.A. The
position is open and on a crest, the guns having
camouflape thrown over them whﬂn not in setion. Phe
8lope of Ghe hill is formed by three terrzces, the ons
belovw the guna being eut into to Torm ﬁuguuta for the
gunnersg unu beloyw that sgalin the control and cookhouse,
The other Batteries of the Brigsde were also &long the
creste 41l round This position were uvany Howitgzers and
heevy guns and these kept up & cesseless fire on the
enemyes Our gune ransed during the day smd set o work at
night sending over & go¢ dly numbex of shells in various
operabion orderse '
The limber lines slsc moved upn to=day, taking their
positions in the open ¢ untry between the villuges of -
BAIZIEUX & BIULULE on the Jiorthern side of the B8a¥-
ATIFiS=ALBENT Roade |
The guns stsad on the ocutskiris of BRESLE sbout a kilo
from the sbove nenbioned jlosd the inere ‘iver mow being
in front of us | |
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10th ey - The Battery position and 7Tsgon lLines mﬁa&‘ X

g8 follousSe:-
Botlery « DeldetiePelle
Nelia - G-lB-H.E-B.

Ab ds;bresk & nunber of hostile bombing plane:s mude &
rald on our back sreas and in splite 07 8 steady M.Ge
firefrom the guns in the neny 'agon " ines they
persisted in flying at low altitudes. One was brought
dowvn in flames near the Battery position. Bombs fell
in the vieinity of U.e posiijon but caused ho damage 10
nersonnel O guUuns.

The guns on ovur left opened & heayvy bombardment which
lasted several hours and lster on the Hun retelisted on
the surrouanding villagece

The weather remaéined falrly finme though dull snd eoel, :

- 11th Way -~ To-day ic the Znd /nniversery of the 7Yth Brigede's

- departure from SYDIEY. . half-holiday was granted this
battery snd a ericket match was pl&gaﬂ between 1l0th
Battery 4th rust. F.A.Bde and 26th Batterye. The latier
won by an innings snd 28 runse
At the Battery the gunners were kept busy casrrying out
operation orders, most of the firing being done during
the hours of dorknese. The eneny's guns are by no meisns
silent the vil sges slong the line recelving consider-
ahle atitentiones S0 far no shells have full&n slermingly
near the Batlery position.

1Z2th sy = The weather was fine but misty. There was little aserisl
activityeand hostile artillery was felirly guiel on our
part of the Lfront.

15th sy - Another bombing reid wa made at daybresk byhostlle
machines. Both forward snd back arcas were bombed. Fouy
machines flew over the Battery position c¢lreling round
and me obse:voticons. At dusk these planes dropped
bombs on the left flank of the 26th Battery and not £ax
from the right flank of the Z¥th. Others fell on &
battery a 1little distance further forward whose guns did
not cease firing $=e when the plunes came overe The
Germen maéchine gumners opened fire on the Bﬂttariea Lrom
their mechines,
The village of RIBEMONT which lies to our right was
continually strafed to-daye
Rain set in during the day and fell steadilye.
Hoe 714 Cnre. BOULTON was evacuated t0 hospital with
injuries caused through a kick from & mule.
The following message was addressed 0 the Brigade by
the Division Commander to be promulgsted to the vhole of
the troops of the Jrd DiVe
"

A

D-Hin
15-0~1918.
" The #ield Marshel Commanding-in-Chief paid a vieit to
the Division & ceouple of dsys =ge in order to persomully
exnress to me his thenks for the velushble cnd decisive
services rendered by the Division from the date of it'c
arrival in this theatre of Jar om March £7thy up t0 znd
inclusive of the operatioms of liay 6th & ?th
The Commander-in-chief desires me to convey to all
ranks, services and Depsritments his kecn sppreciation
and gratitude for the work they huve Gones™
{Sgd) JOHU LONASH Major-Gen
Commanding, Srd  uste Dive
(2884) ReLsJvACKSON Lieut-Col,
.{L'ﬁ-& Q-E.G. 31‘& ‘..uﬂill Iii‘i'-
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14%h Mey - Fine but dull. Betteries in position on either i

were shelled out to-dsy, this being the result of aariﬁlxxxth
observation by hostile planes last eveninge o shells
fell on ouxr gun position. 2
The 26th Batiery was relieved in the line to-day by 1llth
Battery 2nd Brigade A.F.A. and pulled bsck to Jjoin the
reay lines near RECHINCOURT. -
Preperatione were immedictely got under way to make an
early stert for & move in the morrning, It is rumoured
that the 7th Brigsde is to go out for & Tew days spelle
The 26%th Buttery Csnteen ' hich was staxrted at HTRAZEELE
in Jenuery, 1917 is now to be wound upe All regimental
centeens sre to come undey the control of the A.I.lM.
The Z6th Canteen was proposed by MaJor.PLAYFAIR who
purchased & aumber of shores and these with shares bought
up by the other Ofificers and men put the business on
a finsncisl footinge A Committee was formed and BAr.ROHU
selected &8 Canteen Lcnsgere The profits went to The
Ven's iess Fund, thereby enabling extra foodetuffs to
be purchuosedewhich were not to be cbtained in the irmy
issuee then in the firing line or ian the country where
there was little habitation the cuanteen proved & greal
boon. The men were allowed from pay Lo paye
The loss of the Centeen at TITTERHES E on the romte
march from BELGIUM to the S0MUE wss kecnly felt at first
and for :=cme weeke there was o grest difficulty in
nrocuring even smctll guantities of goods. In one
instance tobaecco was s0 scarce the troouvs had to fall
back on "/ odbines". Now, however, another French cart
has been "borrowed" by the msnogement und & mew canteen
stertes afresh to-doy with a small stock.
~hen on the merch the Battery will not own this "buckshee
turnout™ snd it will have to travel by devious bywayss -

16th May - DReveille blew &t 4 ae.me The dey turned cut with a clear
blue sky and & hot sune The Brigede moved out zbout 8 am
and travelled via POHT NOYSLLES AL CUVILLE POULAINVILLE
COISY BERTAHNELES 5T. SAVEUR LE CHAUSEE BELLCOY-s8ur-S0LME
and occupled 7sgon Lines in the cvening on the outskirts
of 2 small village nemed BOURDON.
The colwm msde = wide detuur of the City of ALIENS which
could be seecn nestling in the Somme Valley with it's
noble Calhedral etsnding boldly out sgainst the lesver
'buildingﬁ - :
The country through which we travelled was very piclures-
que snd fertiile. For miles the Road followed the Valley
of the Sormme River, in many: places only a string of lurge
water holess HNow and sgain we came to the swifit running
Canele Rich young crops of velvety green grew right to
the roadside, snd the fields were divided by luxurisnt
hawbhorn hedges and here and therc woods .f tendar greon
cast deep shadowe and formed cool gledes. The asir was
laden with the scent of flowers, the lilac, the elder and
gscacia 211 bloomed slong the cowntyry Jlanes and in the
cottage gardems. Throughout the morning cunemy planes
kept coming *md poing over the baeX areas and s constant

¢ firing wae kept up by the anti gunse In spite of this

disturbing element the 7Ter and it's trials were soon
forgotten as we wound our way- through some of Frence's
most beautiful scenery. |
After leaving the Villsge of “QULAINVILLE the road passed
thro!' an extensive serodrome, aud here the alr was filled
with the hum of scores of planes, some ractisiang,others
alighting after a trip over the German lines. Some of
these bore murks of batile, bullet snd shrapmel holes
showing in their wings gnd fuselage. :8 we passed, a
wounded avictor was belng taken from his plune after
pluckily bringing it home.ibout £ pem. The column halted
and the hoirses were viatered from tne water pooles in the
valley thro' which the road rane Further om a -short
halt wes made for lunche
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v 16th ¥ay - On arrvivel st the Jagon T.ine &t BOURDOI no times was
(cont,.) lost in getting everything finished for the e e~
Then swimming in the river and the esteminets in %
Villege c¢laimed the troops $ill bed-time.

(Y

16th llay - Revellle at sn early hour. The coluumn was on the move N
at 8 a.me DThe weather was bhot and still. The Town of
PLEXICOURT was passed through and then the route
followed the line of the Comme iver again. The couniry
graduslly grew steeper and with the exceptiuvn of thick

woods was all under young crops. o6 finelly casme to
rest in the village of COCQUEREL after peseing Ghro'
the téwn of LOLHGe
COCLULREL was the end of our march snd horse and wagon
lines were ectablisheds The site selected for the camp
was in the depths of a wood on & hilltcdp overlooking g
the Village »nd the River. The horses were plcqueted ° W
along shady avenues of firs, and the mens shelters
erected im the Timber.nesrby. The (fficers were billet-
ted in the Viilage. ifter work wae done there was &
genersal rush for the "iver and Tor the first time in
Leny month:s everyong was able to enjoy & long swime
17th liay = Reveille was nut blown untii 7 a.me To-day the woather
if snything was hotter than yesterday. .
In the afternoon the men were free till O p.m. and these
hours of freodom wer speni by the mejority in the liver
or rather in the Ceénale
The st:ream i8 desp and Ffast running snd averages 30 yds.
in widthe A tow-path folilows the river bank which is
over-hung with heavy folisge. AU the lower end of the
Villsge the cansl is spanned by = bridges The Villege °
iteelf is ancient snd ftumble-down and the inhabitants!
methods of earning & living sre far from up-jo-date.
Their farming implements cre driven by horse power and
slao dogs working s iresdmill or similsr contiivance.
( In the majority of French snd Belgian towns dog-drewn
vehicles are a common means of transport.).
This place 8ls0 employs & town-orier, who moraing end
night summons the townsfolk by rattling s ketiledrum
end when a suffdcient crowd have collseted reads out
the latest * war news', :
In spite of being far behind the times in most things
there is one thing thst the natives can boast of and
that is an excelleny electric lighl service. Every
cottage and hovel seems Lo be supplied with this
conveniencee

168th sy - Ususl camp routine such as vehicle and harness cleaning
and wntering snd feeding horses was carried oute.
The hours between 2 and & each afternoon are set aside
for recreation. Being & hot dey swimming is first
favourite.

19th May - Ususl cemp routine was carried oute.
Leave 10 ABBEVILIE some 15 xilos distasnt has been
Erﬂntﬂd 0 H.C-O'S and melle

20th May - Summer weabher continuese A progrompe of work has been
mede oubtand is to be Zollowed by ull batlerics of the
Brigadee Signalliing sad Lewils Gun Schools have been
formed and the Batteries are (0o be Lrsined Iox Jiobile
warfare. Leying, driving and batiery manoeuvrces are 1o
be practiseds Sports have also been ar.angedes
A Basebanl] mateh was plsyed in the evening between 25Uh
and £26th Batteries. The latter won, 6 - ls
No. 18624 Sgte« Go AINSTORTH left for S5t John's vood:

21st llay - in inspectlon of the Batltery st Field menoeuvres was
mode this morning by Gen. GRIVMVADE end Staff.
Lieut-Col. TeB."oJAMES D.8.0. leaves the 7th Brigade
for RaBele.is t0-d2y, his place as C.0. being filled
by Liot-COleKIlG Cul sGegPeBe0e Z70mM ReBulicds
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! 2lst Mey - Camp routine was as on previous days and the afternoon
(conte ) given to sporis.
Ruubers of hostile bonmbing .lane: flew over : 4 anight
end dropped bombs on the Toua of ABBEVILLE.

2end 1'ay - A very hot day hich {inished wiih s 1light thunderstorm
26th Battery held a swimming vermnival in the afternoon.
Major GLOVER acted s¢ Sterter, Capite COLLUHOUN and lLieut
HOG/RTH Judges. Bdre ROHU orgenised the aﬁrni?nl whiﬂh
turned out very successfully.

The Divisionsl Horse races sre to take plece on on sSunday
nexie
: ABEEVILLE and neighhouring towns were bombed agsin during
i - Lhe Ilig‘h‘t - -

Loes 19923 DVEre B hARGRIE wes &vﬂcnrteﬂ to hospital 4
suffering from injuries. —

2drd May - An inspection of the Batueries was made by Lieul-Col KING
during tihe morning,
. baseball mateh played by & team from the 7th Brigsde
againet a team from sn 'merican Unlt, 157th legte.
resulted in a win for our Brigidees The scores were 18 -
le The visiting team was cntertained to tesas
Sliminsting horse races were run off this afternoon forxr
the Dive meoeting. ILt. HOGARTH 1 f£irsv, sSgt-ilajor
TREVANNICN 2 firste. Their horcses will compele on
Sundaye

24th May - A wel chenge and cooles TInspection of Batlery pevsonnel .
by Lieut-Cole XINGe ;
Lleute A.BJLAING was ottached To this Batlery to-day
haiﬂg trangferred {rom Z2nd Divs
. Brigede swimming carmivael Hed to be postpoued owing to
thﬂ inclemency of the weather.

2oth Nay - The weather was sgein fime. 4 Briguade signulling compet-
[ ition wae held to-dey in the Chateuw Grounds o The final
results were e
107th Batiery 69 points
"

1

-3 26t%h X 68 :
=Tth » 6L o ' ‘
=~ 6b6h - <0 "

Pirst and Zecond prizes were Y0 and 30 franes respeciiw ly
The usual ha f-hollday was speunt swimming in the hiver.

26th l'sy - The Jrd Division Raceé leeting took pluce at KPAGHE this

a afternoone It was attended by & large crowd of  ust.
& tro0pse Hurses and V.l.4.0"5 from the Hogpitels at .
| ﬂBEE?ILLE were invited.

L£0th Baltery horses did mot sueceed in pulling ofi any
Oof the evenlbe. Hajor PLAYPAIR had two wine both on grey
horses.
Lieut. SIVISO was one of the Committee, :
In the evening & Brigade Concert Party guve eén entertain-
ment in the Cheteau Grounds. i

- y W B Wl e e

27th Nays = ieather fine «nd hote Billery drill ond vsual ocsmp g
routine czrried oute |
Hostile nlane: bombed towne slong the Somme &t nighte.
A Brigade Concert Party enterteined pstients of the

Hospital at nights

- A Co00l day. Usual eamp routine carrled out, P

8 Orders Lo the effect thel the Brigade moves buck to the
line on 318t h:ove been received.
The Brigade baseball Leam were defeated by 6 - 4 in the
return matoh played with the 137th. UeBSe llegiment.
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