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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs., Part II,
and the Staff Manual respectively, 'Title pages
will be prepared in manuseript.
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WAR DIARY
or
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Evase heading not vequived.)

26th Battery, 7th Field Artillery BBe |
- . _ Remarks and

@ 1

Army Form C. 2118. <

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and loformation references to
"~ WA e - B . LLEN ] o Appendices
BEICIUL . | B s 2y | |
R OE IT: & 1% never tp be forgcectten by the wen o the 2Z2oth.Battery .Qwing to the long

. - march on tie previocus dsyreveille was blown an hour latey than'usug_l.
Bregkfast hed just been drawn and the men were seated in g group in the viecinity of . %
3attery B | _the cedkhouge.then it wag Lhat the nnexdected happevwed, . = 4
Wegzon lines | | {
Dickebusch| | : A high velocity shell burst in ounr midstl This was the firgt shell of g series but i
R fortunately the remgindcr fell some digtesnce gway.lor g moment the whole caunp wes peralyzeld-- S =3
_— = — then ceme the cry for giretchers.In g wonderfully short spac. of tTime tThe wounded were T S
—— carried to the dregsing stations. ST < A ——— |
| |
= (SRS et : During this very trying time the bshaviour of gll was wost praiseworthy. - -
— = —I The number of casuslties due to this one ghell was very great ,there being J0 killed | — =
- e 28 wounded and 4 cases of shell -shoek,moking a total of 42. { i
== - - e L i _BEEoms s G CST 1S shis e P
__1°H S l . _IB744 (Gunner Seale F.lL. ——— — B B e — l
. | = ) G Y Ry O30 = Sl ot £ " -
BTN B L0 s - 24898 S/8mith Bsrblett C.C. - - o <k i
oy
. e =8 —  —JOB5Y. - - Seddier Shitwey - Cs— - - .. - - .
i '1' . 1A7E83) wtu‘;ir!;h?mhﬁ?{;u?;ﬂﬁﬁ;h? Sch 62a Forws{Clziidfiy

a . '& -

‘ & Ladlme. N RSN VLSS TS S S Iy

RCDIG1017467



[nstructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs,, Part II,
and the Staff Manual respectively.

will be prepared in manuscript.

Title pages

&
WAR DIARY

or
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

56th Battery,7ta

(Evase heading not requirved.)

Place Date Hour

B e, = TR PSS S S—— — = = e PSS

cont inued
S o O T - [ a—— L.

= e | e = =

Summary of Events and luformation

e e —— e = =

§ P
Army Form C. 2118.

Pleid Artillery Brigade

[emarks and |

relerences to
Appendices

leBo8—Bombardier Powling v+
28799 Gunner — Smith  E.C,

1o 18601 Driver

Dale SaCe

26460 Driver

18658 A/Bombardier Perris E.Re

Alford e

. e

24382 Dpriver  Nethercotl H.Ca

— e e =3

Ly 1 & L., London, E.C.

22806 Gunner Green  H. >

e

. WOULLED < TS

Lisut, Watt CeWe okl

— IB0T6 "
22836 Driver SendeprR A.dle (X
__I8731 " Rangell D.

19330 Cunner Nelson H.

18684  Driver Jarrett Hele
18845 CGunner Callsghan P.(0.

PATEE3) Wt Wico/MiGz2 ssvovo gfi7 Sch 838 Forns/Clan8ig
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Inetructions regarding War Diarier and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 11,
and the Staff Maoual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript.

| -

WAR DIARY
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Evase heading not vequived.)

— - — G
i 5
Army Form C. 2118.

«6th Battery, 7th Pield Artillery Brigade

e e o i T R R e
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information :{:;;lﬁ: Itl:r
=D S AR A A SRS N, et TR . L — e L Nmesticen M|

continued
PNCE- L II. 9, I9 IR 120661 Gumer gmith W.G.C0.
i, i o B, bl T —— T9350 Driver Stagg P.Adl. N L4 s
A e S 18604 Driver French J.Re aicegi 2
— 18470 a/Boubardier Herding E. i N i |
adiy. - - 5 - 18624 Corporal Ainswortho.m. - e B
.. — A5 — 18873 Gunner Harvey  P.U. -
b’ ( JI
S sn oo = - ——— 18690 Gumner Knight g H, — ——
——— | . . ——— I87I2 Bombardier Noble G.%. — - — ~ —
|
———s | — -~ - — — 18940 Driver gmith JeCe = P
| o o - —— 18644 A/Bombardier (¢lark A.de S - — i
N b e R — — 22799 @Gunner Farrington P, 000 =S =
£ | SO .0 RS S ol 18894 Driver Liddle S.Re | o —— N b ; e
b I ' e ey - 2FZ8BES Driver Mason WeDsa 0 ——— AR B | SO
é == _ - " 26421 Gununer Shearston J, 3. g =" Sy - | ’
g A [T B _ _ ] e LT i |
| :
o, n . M v " 1 S (=" PR r - o '

13 1, & L., London, E.C.
I IA2883) Wit Wiooo/Mibza sso0c0 afi7 Bch B2a Forws/Clans)iy
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WAR DIARY . Army Form C. 2118. ™
Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

or
Summaries are contained in I. 8. Regs., Part IL. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
and the Staff Manual vespectively. Title pages £6th Battery,7th Pield Artillery Brigade

will be prepared in muanuscript. (Evase heading not requived.,)
.P] A | . T = Remarks and
ace ate | Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
e L ) ., = e e e A T - | Appendices

continued

b ORe | II. 9. 17 . - WOUNDED REMAINING ON DUTY N

S 2l R e BB ~..18708 Driver licCarthy R.I. . Nl - LRSS G SRS el

S e S 31123 Gunner Desne PO, - MRS NE L NN ST
SRR S ——I8936 Corporal Silverton P.G. g 38 : IS sl s
1534 " Callagher ),V, - AR S T L | PR

AT SR W 12N L o _ 18956 Parriersergeant Armstrong R.H. 000 ey

SERSLER S . 70848  Driver Poulks W.C. SRS R SR ST . e WL (8. S

S L i S L. o el SHELL=SHOCKED A

: |
— 18937 - Gunner ghepherd Wele — SR
I

A W | I ‘ o ——— 17154 —DPriver KoGoulrick »2.P. — - =5 P
| — —— 26486 ~ Cusnery SSwteey o.w, 0000 0000000000 — ———
== }__‘ | (o ___ _IBY58 Gunier Wilson We — e —————| LT

.l ; _ ~Later in the morning Sir Wiljliem Birdwood inspected the Officers of the Rattery.

——— e .. e ——— —

AT IT1.30 am the advancﬁ_par;_;r made up from the remainder of the Battery went to the | —
: | :

new Battery position which was situgted near LZILIEBEKE (I I7 ¢ 58I2 ) o o 1 A L ead

[y 1 & L., London, E.C.
(A7883) Wit Whto/MiGr2 350000 4fi7 Bch B2& Forms/Clai8f4 : %
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WAR DIARY Army Form C, 2118.
Inahgﬂtiﬂna regarding War IUjarIim‘wﬂuld [nt.elFI‘igenIcfa or
umimaries are contained in I, 8, Regs., Part IT, |
oy %ﬁ taf?EMu::ua]“ias;?eﬂivmy. g’ﬁitle?&g&u INTELLIGENGE SUMMA%EY"E . &% Ddaa o _
will be prepared in manuseript. (Evase heading not requived,) h Battery, 7 Fleld Artillery Brigede
Remarks and
Place Date | llour Summary of Events and Information | relerences to
s o S R et . o DR TR T s b d e, o8 L SEDENS - 0o . B | R WS i SN _ Appendices
continued
BRAROR - | IT. 9+ T7| — At the Waggon Lines preparations were made for the guns {to move out that.night. .
v oy - | ——— —L+he scenes in and around DICEKIZBUSCH during this period were ones of the gmataa.t_aai;witf ———
— | The country for miles was covered with camps and Waggon ILines .Jmary_npam.'apﬂaa_m itn. | e
- | lgollection of tents or hutments,and long lines of tethered horses or mules. _ T CHRE T BT ol {
_ r
. " _The roads were Very congested with traffic,endless streams of slow moving vehicles, . = s
o — making their way to th: front,guns, lirbers cafterpillar tractors ,huge motor vans laden with (o bl
e | —— troops,G.S.0aggons and transports of every description. sandwiched in here gnd thers would be |
= &-colunn of Infsntry with packs up,plodding elong toward the trenches. - —_—
s . . | | | - The roads were inches deep in Tine grey dusv ,which rose in clouds,enveloping everything ==
| ' |
= et | in g suffocating pell.In many places it drifted gbove the iree tops,end was wafted aseross—the—| — |
ot e 1S VoSal PLoTEREY UL . .« SO T A Tl P MR S ik
L1 SRS —— By sunget the Battery hed once rore gettled down to the usual routine.lients hsd besn —— ]
ok o ‘erected ,a wall of sandbags built round _%he outsides, and the floors excavéted to a depth of -
I
I8 inches ,8 necessary precaution sgainst borb splinters,iightly bombing raids were made by ‘_,. | —
= - !th.a anah;t_.u:mr._m back areas, sl SRS g o) - ~ . . | — . |
| | | | e
- ' | During the evening  high velocity gund sgain got busy on the rvads and camps,but-n0—— | ——— —
| {A5883) Wtlljwt#;:;-‘ﬁa‘:-é?:m];djﬂhﬁ.E:-ITJ’JF Bch 32a FormsfClai8/ig
. |
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WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118.
[nat.réwtima regarding War dDiari_aﬁ gm}-:g Intetiljigenﬁa oF
ummaries are contained in ¥. 8. Regs., Part IL. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY
and the Staff Manual tively. Titl : . |
will h:prapnreda?;“:uuf:;i;f e (Evase heading not required.) 26th Battery 2 7th Pield Artille ¥y Brigade
| Rem:
Place Date | Hour | Summary of Events and Information I:IT;?;!: 1:2
Pl T Y _ Wl S - . 1 ) S AR e e R | Appendices
continued
il - -Tlo4«I17 | -shells fell near enough 1o the ILines to seriougly disturb #sg,
0 o ot | At JO0pm orders were given to the effect that th: guns were to leave for the Batiery -
————f——|--Posgition at £ am. =t Sy - L) | — e
— 29 reinforcements srrived to £ill the places of the masualties of the moyning, 000} L
BEIGIUM - |- I8, 9. 1% L T s . LN B ORRNN - o 1 A e - S1 2P e
Batiery =l — At the appointed time 5 guns moved up I being st Ordnance. —SEN e _
portion at i | |~
AILIBBEKE - = — | —————The Journey took about 2 hours,the last mila_anﬂ,--hali_-b&iug_an—a—mrd.u.rny_raa.ﬁ..,which___tiae mgp
3 I 38 12) ‘ ~ B]
M . i 4I1LIIBEKE
Wegaox 1111&3' : - wound in gnd out through the sghell-torn cuuntr;r.df-__ . - | Jj% sess
at O3 | ~ ‘ BE WARDE
__EIQEJBHSEZ:-I O oL The night wss rather dark, and ¢ravelling wes necessarily slows—— Positicn
| - | | l
‘ = ——— —Gas—shells began to fall as we nesred the positiongeand the fumes mingled with the | : |
| ;--—-—-; stench of degd animals,which lay in numbers slong the roadside,filled the air. o |
= ~f - No tine was lost in rumning the gung into the Pits which hed been prepsred thE previaus | = ____.)
| S morning by our advaenced party . We lesrned from the advenced party that the enemy earlier in e A
|~ | the night had shelledh heavily with gas shells,aend the attack had lasted until after 2am.aAs ‘_ |
A it was ,the gas was feirly strong,end caused much sneezing and coughing. - _ | 2 - ol
ey U | . The Datlery was fortunste in missing this gas attack.To get the gune into pocition,end | —

! 13, 13 & I.., London, E.C.
- tA7ES3) Wit Waco/Mibzg 350000 /iy Sch.B2a Forms{Claii8fry
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WAR DIARY . Army Form C. Hllﬁ.w
et eyl gl INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY .
e el s T e (Evase heading not vequived.) 26th Battery,7th Pield irtillery brigele |
B | Daio | How o J
L A . - . RS B - ) Appendices
‘gontinued
PRANGE (12, 9. 17 | and the teams sway aguain would have been suything but cesy.The necessary wearing of b
— e ~|—respirators,would have hindered the gunners and drivers s great deel . === ——
PR WL A - _ BAPIIR 'QF YPRES Ist.STAGE O]l L. e
PNt e ,__-..: I - S SRR . DN SR SR T T TN T RS R T PR
£ 5 = I = . iy _l;_att.lla of l.enin ioad . S e e | |
e j : ————The 3rd.Divisional Brigasdes were now grouped together as "B" Group Ist.australiasn - — Il
— - | | - - Divisiomal Artillery, unier the tactical command 0of ILieutmCol.WeC.Alls0p DeS,0.,0ur own | ‘
; r Divisional and srigade Hesdquarters not being ‘unetioned for the tinme ﬁa-ingi e . \
=W : | T a— ———2he position we now occupied(I I7c 38 %2 ) was on the crest of & rise,th- guns being | ——
- - | | l ——Just below the skyline,in shallow pits ,cut out of the bank slong the side of g road. —- . o |
L SENAaYS R | —Camouflage concealed them froum geriel observation.The camouilsge consisted of wire netting |
‘ interlsced with strips of sacking,dsbbed with paint of different colours.In some csgses e AL

o e | !
| cord netting was substituted for wire netting.The camouflsge is thrown right scross the gun Pl |
| and surrounding ground and makes aerial obsgervation very difficult but being highly -y |

e 111 T == | o quickly removed even when on fire, if the interval between fgll of shells will permit the S

b, ), & 1., London, E.C.
AsE83) Wt Wico/Mibzz 350000 iz Seh 82a Forms/Clan8fig
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in I, 8, Regs., Part 1L
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript.

Place

continued

e
i —— —

S

= — e e

e ———

— ————

Date Hour

|
S e

I8 5. 59

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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WAR DIARY Army Form C. Ellﬁ.cp

or
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Evase heading not required.)

Summary of FEvents and I[nformation

26th Battery, 7th Pield Artillewy Brigade

].EemarEa and

relerences to
Appendices

——— i —— o —

—|—here 8 good view of the enemy territory could be obtsined.T0 the Last lay the ruined villsge

- all that was left of the Villsge of HOOGEH.

e —

——_unning along the crest were our originsl system of Support Line Jrenches.snd from |

of ZILIEBFKE,end a large lake of the same name.In a North Besterly direction,stood the _sa___u_gt__

ruing of the City of YPRES,the renains of the Tower of the famous ¢loth Hall,stending out |

against the sky. westward,e cluster of shellwriddled wealls,and heaps of bricks and debris,wes

+the slopes of the surrounding hills, were absolutely devoid of trees or other

- S T

sitting upright, . Wy

high enough t@ permit of
i |

—This trench home was in an ungsnitery condition,end in wany plasces had been blown in.

—However it was mede as habitable as possible under the ecircumstances.
. The Observation Post was ina trench on top of BELLEWARDE RIDGE (J7c 74 60 )

b 1 & L., London, E.C.
1AzEE3) Wit Wioeg/MiG7a sso000 4ftz Beh 828 Forms/Claigfiy [

— =

o

RCDIGTO1 /7467



; ) — e — — = -
9 o
WAR DIARY Army Form C, Hllti_.w_
IHEtrﬁﬁﬂﬁ:;:fﬂisfnEi?:;u] -}iiiri? S{f]ii;ﬂﬁuﬁ INTELLIGENgE SUM
fvniijl {]tamf_ﬂ:;fmnjaExl?a:]lmﬁf:;t;?ly. Title pages PR 1 mqumﬂ‘%%' Bettery, 7th.Pield Artillery Brigade
Pace | Dete | Houw | G A S A & iy
N g L Appendices
¢omtinued
BEeRCE 12, 9, 17 | giving a very good view of enemy front gystem which was mginly lines of shell holes —_
— | _orgsniged for defence, 0000000000 0 = == —= ==~ e
.. ——} - The Zero Point was a concrete dugout or Pill.box ,originally built inside a farmhouse |
Pl ge—— | at J9¢ 15 40.,but the farm house had leongsince,been knocked down by shell fire,leaving the | e
S concrete only standing. )= AN e iy TR |
SR 0B b guns wers 431 shod lu budwogiateyed by ¢ mu. This Was & lengthy process as & = e i
I
- f Brigades had arrived into sction,all,with orders to register this day,the econgequence being-
i i 1 that numerous guns were shooting at the same %ere Point a2t the sawe time. — -
e : | | ———The Bgttery front wes along the Western edge of NONNE BOSSCUHEN WOOD ,and ran back to |
S W POLYGONNE WOOD, the Western edge of this wood,being our nosthern Group Boundsry. i
eentinued fiﬁ 9. I7 | During the day a few shells fell sbout the position,one bursting in B subsection Pit. : ______ At
_________ | | Portunately the gun was st QOrdnance ,and the crew away.The majority of these shells were 4,2s 3_~Sulll

In the evening and at intervals through the night,a goodly nunmber of 5,98 fell,one

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

‘being a direct hit on s portion of our trench which was unoccupied.

—

. After midnight we were again vigited by gas shells,but as a light breecze was ~blowing

1. 10, & L., London, E.C.
(A5881) Wit Waeg/Myz zso00e 4fiy Beh B2a Forms/Clari8/i4

.
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Army Form C. 2118.

- . E———
WAR DIARY

or
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
2oth Battery, 7th Pield

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part II,
and the Staff Manual respectively, Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript.

Artillexry Brigadse

(Erase heading not required.)

— i ~ | Remarks and

Place Date | Hour Summary of Evenfs and Information rﬁf?:ll;];: t;n

= Appendices
conbinued
— PRANEE 13, 9. I7 very little gas found 1ts way into the trench,
: | _The flash of No.6 gun being found to be visible over the Rkdge ,it was moved to between |

= = : J— | Nos.2 and Z:,jj@_i_a_gecé_agmting_ all guns being at an avergge interval of I3 yards.
Y < . ___Qrders sre received to have I000 rounds per gun at the position.privers heve to bring & : ig

= U =1 full echelon up each night and on at least & nights £ echelons. S Iy 3

o 3 . TSR s = e =2 = e g oA I
BEISI UM - 14, é 17 ~The 26th.Batlery lWeggon Lines nmoved to day.This was deemed &dvisagble owing to the *
|' i
Batlery | conspicuous colour of the horses(all greys) and the lack of cover,The new lines were situsted
portion at | | |
GILTEBEKE | | | in the centre of u thick belt of trees adjacent to the Road. e e e = s -
> | i =

‘I~-I?c ‘58— IB}-- | . __Here there were dAry stables and Harness rooms,but no huts for the accomodation of the . =i
Weggon linefs | ' |
west of troops.The digging in and sand baggzing process therefore had to be repeateds . ==
DICKEBUSCH

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

e

_of 8ixty yards. . AR e

Qur sixth gun returned Irom Ordnance and was taken to the Battery position, ;

Orders were received to fire I80 rounds per Battggfﬁgg wads and approaches within

Battery zone,The whole front was divided up between Batieries each Batlery covering an average

Do & L., London, E.C.

Wt WScg/Mibrz 3sooc0 4fi7 Sch 62&a Forms/Clzir8fg
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WAR DIARY Army 1

or
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in I, 8, Regs., Part TI,
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuseript.

i |

Place Date ! Hour

(Erase heading not vequived.)

Summary of Events and Information

g6th Battery,7th Pield Artillery Brigade

Remarks and
references to
Appendices

l6a) uftinuad

12| Al the paliery two practice barrages were carried out in conuection with the forthe
~coming offensive. s e 0wl o LN SN

_ BRANGR |

At © am. Group afber Group opened up.In the afternoon at 4 pm.sll groups opened up

——— 8imiltaneously, and for half an hour or more & storm of shells was let loose on the German

— =

itranchaa. ) __ T - ) SN N 0

-~ Viewed from the crest the area covered by the barrsge, appeared to be heaving like & sea|

Great columns of smoke mingled with dust,rose high into the air.The shrapnel bursting-low over

!tha trenches with g puff of white smoke,could be plainly seen.a party of our Infentry went ove

| | :with--this,.-h.ar_raga,.ani_.ﬂuucﬂ-adai in capturing a strong point and forty prisone rs.These
| prisoners appeared in very poor condition.All were thin and heggardgsand dazed by the effect of

the bombardment,The majority were middle-aged men and bearded,but quite s number were nerely

|
' youths,and judging from their eppearance,not more than I7 and I8 years of sage. AL HY.

| Immediately our barrage ceased,the enemy vigorously counter-att&cked with his

Iartillary on the Batteries and rcads.

. The berrage itself consists of what might be termed a barrege of different calibre

| Sub-barrages being in th: following order. — | e

12, 1x & L., London, E.C.
(A=E83) Wit Wicg/Mibyz ss0000 4/i7 Sch 828 Forins/Clzii8/ig
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WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118.
[nstructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence or
Summaries are contained in I'. 8. Regs., Part 11, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
and the Staff Manual respectively. 'Title pages " " -
will be prepared in manuseript. (Evase heading not vequired.) Zz6th Battery, "7th ield artillery Brigeade
e | SEia R T ST emarks and
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
Appendices
gontinued

PR 15.-9¢ I7 | Ae On the German front trench apn I8 pounder barrage '

b | Be 200 ysrds beyond A.8 bsrrage of 4.5 Howitze- s and I8 poumders mixed.

| Q. 200 yards beyond B.a lachine gun barrage

b F ) T 800 RS BOyONA C.8 6in. Howitzer barrage

—= P e —— S — ——

E. 200 yards beyond D.an 8in.and 9.2 barrage

e —— = e rewTT———w == = ® - - —w 2] e

= | P. 200ysrds beyond E. a 60 pounder barrage.

The barrasge covered ground, to a depth of TI000 yards,and in the I8 pounder barrage

at any rete the shells falling I0 yards apart.At Zero hour guns of each calibre opened and-

. B | crept forward in I00 yard lifts say every 3 minutes t. & fucrvher depth of 20, yerdse.It will |
= | _ - be seen that the enemy ground,from his front line trench to a dcpth of I000yards behind 1is o g

|-1.5,__H_| similtsneously showercd with missiles,ranging in size from ,303 rifle ammunition %o 9.2in * %

shellg,and this shower of stcel along a several mile front,is walked forward and backward l

. in I00 yard lifts to a depth of 3000 yards behind the enemy front line trench,and each shell

is capable of bursting into so many fragments.ind whiist all this is taking place in conneet- | =

ion with the barrage,intended only to deal with his Infantry,the other artillery machine, |

called the counter battery group is pounding &t his artillery.483°must be forgiven for being |

T —— = —_——— = . ==

e T S = —_— - = . =

Iy, I3, & L., London, E.C. _
iAsES3) Wi WHed/Mibdzz zso000 4fi7 Beh 82a Forms/Clani#fig
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WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118.
Instr&ctinna regarding War Diaries and Intre]ligencle o
ummaries are contained in I, 8. Regs., Part 11, '
and the Staff Manual respectively. 'Title pages INTELLIGENCE SUMMA%& Battery,7th Field Artillery Brigade
will be prépared in manuscript. (Erase heading not requirved.)
- ——_——* —— 3 e — - T T - R R R B W
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
g s R i Appendices
continued - | .
WEoICR- @ | I5. 9. 17 surprised that he is able to throw so much back. ;.

— e e = = = T ZoS R E e ——

e ——— el e

T SIN— T = 1 —_— e PR e —

00— I6. 9+ I7 - During the morning & Gotha 'planes,escorted by I4 Teubesflew slowly over our back ——
s | ——— country,the former dropping bombs.The fleet recrossed their own lines without casualty. ' 5

The 3rd. practice barrage was opened at 5 am.and the 4th.in the afternoon.Each barrsge

i
l
—
!
t

| pogition |

do | s P. 17 2 Barrages were carried out briﬁging more or less _]:_:té_a"vy retaliation on Battery pnai‘biﬁna and +
renches. Whilst smrunition wsgons were being unloaded,the enemy commenced shelling the right

| |
=PI 3 ' ‘ | flank of the Battery and the casmouflsge of 2 gun pits was set on firg¢but promptly put out ... ==

" as fortunately water was handy in shell holes.Some smnunition was destroyed,end very pluecky |

|
el i
W ST - Cadell Q.R.was Jammed gnd received an injury to his hand,necessitating his removal to hospita -

— iy - IB.__.El. : B 4 Barly this morning a shell entered the gide of the trench,and burst on s level with
| | | |
T, T the duck-~board walk,less than 6 feetl frowm the offiececrs- sleeping portion,wrecking the cooks— | = .
L. L. & L., London, E.C. SN
L] m

(AE83) Wt Wecg/Mibyz ssooc0 iy Beh §2a lFunns/Claiidfig
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence or _

Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 11, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages - -

will be prepared in manuscript. (Evase heading not requived.) 26th Battery.7th FPield Artillery Brigade

" - ~ Nemarks and
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
Appendices

“econtinued

.Eﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁz‘p_”IBu_§+_11m“hnusﬂ+ﬂhﬂmﬂxplnainn_dru1ﬂ_a_shnwar#u£_Bhallzaplinzara_andﬁaﬂil_smalling;mud—amnugutha
_sleepning telephonists who were only ten feet away,The trench &nd dugeout timbering was = | =

_____ || splintered and riddled with holes,but strange to ssy no one was hurts — Led

— -~ Practice barrages were again in opersation;and brought forth the usual retelistions —— - —

s _ The roads care in for a particularly heavy strafing and the drivers of the ammunition

wagzons and pasck miles had an unenviable izadk, Tile | R L 2 : T Y, Sl

| great quantities of ammunition were now being wonveyed to the guns and everything

- . | . pointed to the attack teking place at an early date.lumbers of tanks were making their way

48 - | 4 across country toward the line. | I L o T L T ST o T

At night time the enemy shelled the position with 5.9s,the ma jority falling short, ER Ny sy 1.8

|
‘ The 25th.Battery ,which occupied portion of the same trench suffered.One shell made a direct - ——
| .

e e | hit on the trench,killing & Corporal and wounding two gunners- - —— ——~f——i — —

L% | . The enemy has been keeping up & well scattered and fairly heavy harassing fire,not -

= : apparently directed sgainst anything in particular,but probably hoping with luck for chence-

hits to cause casuaslties. The firing is so scatiered that it 1is more noticeagble at night

| [

~when dumps can be seen going up at irﬂagula:_intarﬂalsf_apparantly.anme.uf-hia_shalla-hana_"-m;.-__ﬂ__u_EET

2. 1. % L., London, E.C. _
(AsEB3) Wit Wieg/Mibrz 350,000 417 Sch 82a Forms/Claii8/iy
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. WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118,
; Tnstructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence oY
i Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 11, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

| and the Staff Manual respectively. 'litle pages
| will be prepared in manusecript. | (Evrase heading not requived.) Z6th.Battery 7th ®ield Artillery Brigade

B e e e e e e e e e e e i s
[temarks anﬂ

Place Date ‘ Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
| _ Appendices

—— —— - =

continued

_BaaeR | 18,19, I7 fellen on Bettery positions and fired the ammunition dumps.ft times The whole country is
illuminated for some seconds.The Batteries are so thickly packed that some of these loose

S SRR g T D shells must get a target S = L LB

I9. 9. I7 All day fierce artillery duels and bombardnents took place.lo.I187I0 Sergeant LeIntosh
- was injured by the recoil of one¢ of the guns,the injury neccessitating his removal to C.C.S.
| and thence to Hospiftal.One gun was damaged and had 0 be removed to ordnance.
| 2 further prsctice barrages were fired,and brought back the usuel retaliation from the

: enem

| A yﬁt times during the night,the stillness was almost uncamny,and it seemed to be the calm
| § | | before the storm.Towards midnight heavy showers of rain fell,which threatsned to interfere = i
| with the pending attack.Portunately,howeve r, after half an hour,the rain ceased,and the weather |
= | ~became fine mgainme — B e fl——a s T o S e

Lieut.lioriarty acting as F.0.0.,accompanied by Telephonists Verey and ghand,left the
e | Battery during the night for Bettalion Headquarters.ILieut loriarty took over the duties of
| Tiason Officer and Capt.L- J-Cﬂlquh.ﬂuﬂ acted as F.0.0 |

I

———————|— R0 |-9—TF __The day of the attack.Zero hour wes 5.40 am. Similtaneously,every gun slong the front e A
| . both large and small,began to fire.The early morning guietness wes suddenly transformed into |
R eh & raging inferno.The derkness was split by thousands of gun flashes,snd the din was terrific. PN, .,
| . fhe earth shook with the intengity of the bouwbardment,and the air was filled with the
Tl SR - screecling of shells. A | | s LA T
| Bepgnd the great barrage,the Infantey launched their attack along a front extending from |
the north of LANGHLARCK to the YPRES-COMINES CANALe The 2nd.and 5th.armies operated in this h
| . area."B" Group 3rd.Australian Divisional Artillery worked in conjunction with the Ist.
!__ Australian Divisional Artillery,covering the Ist.Australian Divisional Infantry. N : | {
| ? | By IO em.on this day,news came through that all objectives had been gained,the position J
| | maintained end consolidated,the Divisional objectives being NONIE BOSSCHEN WOOD,portion of i |
| B i " GIENCORSE WOOD end the final ob jective was a North and South line half way through
| POLYGONNE WOOD,which had been a bone of contention,and had been the scene of much fierce

SAESES T e LD LR ==

fighting.The 2nd.Australian Divisiom on our left gained all ob jectives,

(AsES3) Wit WHeo/MGza 350000 i/t Beh B2a  Forms) Sfarding

et
~3
s il
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~ | | 5 WER T DIARY

! 26th Battery, 7th Field prtillery prigsade
PLACE | TIME SUMLIARY OF EVENTS AND INFOR.ATION
-BRANGE = 20.9.I7  Whilst the advance was in progress our seroplanes were kept busy .The sky literally
cuntinuedi swarned with machines flying to ani fro' over the trenches.Frequently a machine would crash

to earth in flames,but whether British or German it was hard to say.
The Batteries came in for only & light shelling during the day,the enemy having his

guns concentrated on the moving Infentry.
At night 8.0.3. signals were repeatedly sent up,t be immediately answered by the

Artdllery,and so quell any hostile movement. |
At 2pm. orders were received to reconnoitre a new position for the sdvance,the position

| - selected being on top of the BEIEWARDE RIDGE (J7¢ 55 ) .Austrglisn Pioneers commence

~ to build a road,to the rear slope of the Ridge,but & working party is arranged to level off a |
| track formard on to the Ridge,as the ground is badly torn by shell-holes,and quiteimpassable
} | at present.

| At midnight orders are received that we &advance to the new position in daylight,each

' Battery of the 26th.,27th. ,and I0O8th.Howitzer to he registered in the new position before

the other moves. |
| Instructions are gent o the Waggon Lines,for teams and spmunition pack horses to be up |

in the morning at I0 am.

; BATTLE OF YPRES 2m&.STAGE
or
| Battle of Menin Road

Friak €8 21:.9.1I7% It was fairly apparent that the enemy would endeavour to counter-attagck at dewn,snd in See map
BELGIUM anticipation of this,a barrsge was put downat 4.30 am opposite our new front line,on what marked
5 . were termed the new S.0.S5. Lines.After remeining there for some minutes,& large percentsge UZILL KR
%gg;%{gn ait . the guns commenced creeping forward o thoroughly search all ground oppcsite our new front EB
: | line,In the meantime the drivers and pack-horges &rrived and commenced moving amnunition BELLEWARDE
B%%&EWARDE | | down lo the ferward position.It was considered insdvisable to attempt to get the gune to the Position
? | BELLEWARDE RIDGE position,so a femporary position was selected at the side of the Corduroy

| Road, just built by our Pionsers.immunition dumps esnd gun platforms wree prepared here by all

ff‘?'“'fg?‘ | available spare gunners,intime to receive the guns on arrival.
v i e i At I0 em the gun limbers arrived &nd hooked in individuslly,and were sent on forward one
DICKEBUSCH | by one &t quarter hour intervals,the only available route being along the YPRESLENIN ROAD 10 "
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26th pBattery, 7th Pield Artillery Brigade
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PLACE TIME | SUMMARY OF EVINTS AND INFORMATION

e ———

continued 2I1.9.I7 BIRR CRO:ZS ROADS,quite a well known death trap,end thence along the Corduroy Roedround
| | ETANG de BELLEWARDE( LAXE).
| - The Roads were crowded with teams,pack-mules and Red (Cross Cars.German prigoners were
working as stretcher besrers,and the open spaces about tThe dressing-stations,were busy with
AJl.C. men,attending to the wounded. |
Jow and sgain s Taube would fly over and drop bombs on the roads.Qne of the 26th.tesms |
- returning to the Waggon Lines fell a victim.Pive horses were wounded,and two drivers were
| scratched slightly by flying fragments.Hostile planes also machine-gunned the roads.
| The guns weee got into the temporary position safely,shot in and cemouflsged,and the |
next battery the 27th. well on their by way by noon,to teke up a temporary position on our
left,the I2 guns being finally in position and measuring I80 yards from flank to flank,
Work was immediately commenced on the new Ridge position and 20 3rd.Divisional Trench
llortar men arrived to assist in leveling off the track and prepering the six pits., During
the afternoon conditions sround the temporary position were becoming somewhat strained.a
.~ large number of Pioneers were working continuing the rosd southward to meet snother rosd
coming throughCHATEAU WOOD,a battalion of Infantry was working laying a light railway,more
batteries of other grouds were arriving and teking up positions,s reserve battalion of
Infantry were digging trenches on the slope of BELLEWARDE RIDGE ,80me of the trenches being
only 20 yards in front of the guns,and a continuous stream of guns,pack-mules and horses
| - Were moving along the road.At intervals during the whole afternoon,enemy 'plenes were flying
| ~ Overheed,and it was fairly obvious that something unpleasant would hsppen soon:and it did
| - that night,for directly it was dark we received the $.0.3. signal and immediately sW : B
but we had not been firing for five ninutes,when the enemy commenced to shrapne .l f%@'w%@%@ﬁ
few moments before a battalion of Infantry had arrived from somewhere and was halted behind
the Battery,and the Battalion Commander and 3attery Commandsr were in consultation as to
the possibility of getting the Infantry through our guns and on to the ridge. Thgaes of
| ~ course could not stop firing,and the Bosche shrapnel was effective,so the only -so¥ezr open
| was soon edopted,and the Infantry were stowed along the diteh running along the road.The
; gun detachmments were reduced to a minimum working nuuber,the remginder being plsced innthe :
| ditch immediately behind each gun.This lasted for quite an hour.The Infantry suffered a littl|

- ——— =

!

but not heavily,agﬂ of the gunmners only one men wasw wounded,notwithstanding the fact that |
shrapnel was hitting the shield,and two guns were putout of action.This was lsrgely due to |
the fact that the shells were bursting extremely hizh and on our extremse right and our gun

shields afforded good nrotection for the working numbers,while the ditch served &s & trench
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_ - 26th Battery 7th Pield Artillery Brigade e
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PLACE TIME | | ~ SUMMARY OF TVENTS AND INFORMATION Iy X
continued 2I. 9. I7 ' for the spares,Directly the S.0.3. was stopped,an attempt was made to run our guns up on | |

to the Ridge pogition.IT was very dark and raining slightly and the fir$t gun bogged and went
almost out of sight,ten yards from the road and it was not considered safe to attempt to move
more before daybreask.The mgjority of the gunners had to sleep in the open this night,but
luckily very little shelling took place.Occasionally shrapnel sghells burst slong the rosad ,
but we received no casualties.

During the sfternoon an unforitunate but unavoidable accident occurred during the ranging
of one of the newly advanveé& Batteries.A premature shell burst at the muzzle,fkilling and
wounding a number of our Infantry standing in fro nt of the guns.

sergeant Kille [I0.I9307 was wounded in the neck and evacusted to hospital.

(Copy of letter and enclosure received from Brig.Gen.Coxen D.S.0.)

Ist.Austrelian Divisional Artillery
Head quarters 2Ist.gept.'I%

CeOe "A"Group
C.0."B™ Group
CeO. 7th.A.F.A.Brigade

CeU, SrdeArmy Brigade | -
| C.O0s I2th.Army Brigade
| CIO. Erd'ATlEtl DI'A'I Cwl

Do T llev. Ist. Aust.Divisional Artillery

Do MM, b, ard. a W %

Srd. Aust. Divisional Artillery

In Torwerding the atlached,I wish to convey to slk ranks,my _
appreciation of the excellent work done during yesterdays operatiop,and also during |

the equally Prying period of prepasration which preceded it.
Plegse convey my thanks to everybody under your command,and ensure that
this and the sttached letlters &re read on parade at the first opportunity.

(signed) walter Coxen

Brigadier General
CeRe As Ist.Australian Division
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5 I N | (Copy of enclosure) | | | .
conyinued . | | |
| BOth- Sﬂptnlg 17 :

Dear General Coxen,
General Sir Herbert Plumer,Commanding Second Army,hss asked me
to convey to you and all under you,his most sincere thanks for the excellent
work your artillery have done dn the past weeks and to-dgy,which resulted in |
all objectives being taken with a minimum of casualties. |
Lieutenant General Sir Williem Birdwood also says-.¥Please thank the
artillery for the most gallant and important part they have taken in a good
day's work," '
Yours very Sincerely, | |
(signed )willism Hapier B.G.R.A. |
Ist. Anzaec. |

28y 94 I At daybresk the guns were run up by hand to the Ridge position (J7e¢ 55).The Reserve
Infantry Battalion supgplied a party of sixty to pull the gun out of the bog.This perty got on |
the drag ropes snd the gSergeant in charge said "Now when you'se are all mad I give you tne | |
hoffice" and having been given the "hoffice" they pilled the gun out and up into the pit | |
- with the greatest ease. | ‘
The new position wag guite open to merisl obsgervation,there being no cover whatever.
The surrounding country was churned up by shells,the shell-holes being linked together so
nunerous were they. | |
In our lmmediate rear stood the gaunt rulns of CHATEBAU WoOD,&8nd on ivs fringe,what
was once a very picturesque lske.0On the slopes and flat country to the right and below our
- Pogition were nearly a dozen tanks,some bogged,others put out of actionby enemy fire. |
Corduroy roads were bheing built as fast s possible past the Ridge. _ |
Observation was obtsined from the crest of the Ridge, the guns being only 50 yards awa |
The recently evacusted German front line could be seen & few hundred yards awey,and the
- position taken up by our guns was one of the most forward of the Group.
BELLEWAARDE RIIGCE to-day resembled a gigentic ent's nest.Hundreds of men moving to and

- fro.,Owing to the Batteries being so close to one another there was & certain smount of

= = =

st
O
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20¢9 17

24,9.17
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£6th Battery, 7"th Pleld asrtillezy Brlgade
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i

In nany cases the simple method of, covering a shell-hole with & sheet of iron strewn with
earth and debris,leaving & nerrow entrence on one side sufficed.In some parts where the

ground was steep enough,a hole a few feet long and & couple of feet deep was cut out of the
bankand s curtain of empty sendbags hung in front,to keep out the rain and dew.The Officers

congestion. Tha gunners next Bet to wurk excavating gsheltiers for themselves nn the hillslds. [
|
|

guarters were in a blind trench,&scting as "bed and living room".The jajor portion of the trench

was open to the sky. ;

Enemy balloons overlooked the position,and huatlle 'planes flew over,and sbout IJam. |
we realized the keenness of his observation. ’

) The Ridge &nd the Wood received a very severe strefing.rFleven inch shellsg came

hurtling over in quick succession,unterspersed with salvoes of 4.2g.There was an immediate
scatter for shelter,shelter such as there was!.This was kept up during the afternoon.Heavy
casuslties resulted amongst the Infantry battalion in reserve &and some of the Betteries |
suffered.Only one man of our Battery was wounded,lo.826 Gunner licGeary.hit by a fregment of |
shell penetrating and breaking his arm.He was removed to hospital. |

During the night the low lying and wooded country was shelled with gas-shells,but a

light breeze lifted the gas. I

The day was quiet until noon.PFrom that time until dark the enemy shelled intermitiently
with 5.9s.4bout 5pm.the roads were heavily shelledby hostile 4.2 Batteries and a number of
trangsports came to grief.At times this shelling becane intense,forming & verileble barrage
through which the incomming and outgoing tesms went at & mad gallnp.

For several hours during the night we endured & fierce shell-gas attack.Thﬂ:man were
fortunate to be living on a rise.thoss LEMPEd in the hollows and &bout the wood got the full
strength of the gas fumes.,

The drivers were going hard with Qaﬂk horses all day and until lste st night moving

ammunitioyd up.

o o g g ™ T o ™ B Sl T Bl

! il i

f

E

Brigadier General Coxen C,R.A. Ist.Australian Divisionsal Artillery relindquished conmand |

of "B" Group(7th.and 8th.P,A.Brigades)and Group was placed under cormmand of Brigadier-@enaralf
Bessel-Brown C.l.G. D.8%0% C.R.As. Sth.Austrealisn Divisional Artillery. }
At 5.30 sm. & practice barrsge was Iired. | |

For two hours during the morning a hostile area shoot took place ,the shelling '

!
]
|
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&6th Battery, 7th Field Artillery Brigade

PLACE " IINE ' SULLARY OF EVENTS AND INFORMATION

continued 24. 9. I7  TDbeginning in front of BRILLEWAARDY RIDGE and working back through the wood and finishine up |
.on the rosds '

20.9.17 The Ridge was sgain severely shelled to-day,and the guns had to be vacated for some time.
Hostile 'plenes were very daring flying low sbove %the roads,and firing wachine guns on the
traffic.The eneny artijlery also paid much attention to the roasds.

During the nights bombing rsids on the roads snd caups in the back areas aré freguent
the moon now being at the full.

18994 Buniver Whitehair W.and I8630Q0 Driver ~Aspinwall T.both received injuries caused by
& bursting shell and were sent to Hospital.l0.31I24 Gunner Davis G.R. received flesh wound
in his thigh but remained on duty. |
| Se0.3, Signals were answered at 5.30 am.and s Practice Barrage opened at 6.30 am,pt

8.30 em.grecat difficulty was experienced in getting ammunition up,but the drivers did
wonders.

26, 9. I 46ro hour 6.50 am.pnother attack was made by the 5th.sustrelisn Divisional Infaentry on
our front and all ob jectives were. gained,the final obfective being the remainder of |
POIYGONNE WOOD «The 4th.Australian Division and New Zesleanders on our left captured ﬂ
4ONIEBEKE. Lieut Loney of 107th. Howitzer Battery and formerly a gunner in this Battery acted |
@8 F.0.0.0fficer and together with telephonists 1jo,18466 cunncr Greer, Il0 »92506 unner THeyward
and No.l1l8677 Gunner Hills went over with the Infantry
H0.853 A/Boubsrdier lLecintosh A.K.,729 4/Bpmbardier Johnston W and 9299 cunner Donovan |
dede evacuasted to C.C.S8. suffering fron Lustard Gas Poisoning,and the following men were
éveacuated to hospital-.
No.I8718 Gunner 0'Neill J.,shell wound in leg
io. 50534 Driver lLacintosh ¢,W., shell wound in the arm
[0, 352011 Gunmner Walkem G.Ce. shell wound in foot
‘ No.24628 " MeDermott H.J., bullet wound in Zmg back . !
- Orders are received to reconnoitre position for sdvance in J8b.The position look any-
thing but cheerful as during the whole sfternoon it was kept und-r heavy chell fire.
AT 4.10 pm. B.0.8. rockets went up right along the front as far as one could see

and were immediately answered and kept up until after Spm.and repeated twice during the i
night.

=
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BEIGIUL 26, 9.-E%f The battery wes shelled by & 5.9 gun at night,and one direct hit was ohtained on No.2
Batte gun,blowing a wheel and portion of the elevating gear off,but as we not firing et the time |
Purtigﬁ at the majority of the men were in the trench,and we escaped casualty. |

BELIEWARIE

?iﬁiE55) 27. 9. I7 The Battery position and the kidge was heavily shelled during the day from ITam.to Spm.

\ | with 8in.,5.9,and 4.2 shells.It became necessary for all to leave the guns.This was an
Waggon lines exceptionally fierce strafe.D Sub.gun wes blown up,the force of the exploding shell hurling
@ickebusch it over E Sub.gun which was some yards distant.
The S8.0.8.3ignal was ordered at épm.Qur signal during the wheole operation,was & rifle
 grensde,bursting into a parachute,Red over Green over Yellow lights,most easily picked up
| %y the Rocket Guaed and quite impossible to confuse with enemy lights.The sTop signal was
always given by telephone from Groupafter receipt of a message from the Infantry,this being |

probably the only safe way under the circumstances,although it was necessarily slow and
caused a great waste of ammunition very often.

%

2 85.0.3.8ignals were answered during the night.

do atly 96 IV Thafﬁgfrﬂfg}%?%%gain reconnoitred a proposed new position Tfor the guns. |
Late in the evening orders were received cancelling the above,and the Batiery was
ordered to draw out and return to the Waggon Lines.llumbers of Hun 'planes raided at night
& large nuwber of bombs being dropped in the back areasS. |
% wheels hsd been sent up fro m the Waggon ILines during the day,and the two shell=-
crumpled guns were got out and awsy to Ordnance before. dark.At 9pm,.the remsining 4 guns
were manhBndled down on to the corduroy rosd.The limbers arrived ,hooked in and got away
safely;during this operation the enemy being particularly quiet. |
Our ration cart commonly known ss the "Pill-box"wes hit on the MENIN ROAD in the

afternoon HoA0534 Driver liacIntosh amd NoA25II Driver Walkem being wounded and one horse
killed.

I During the seventsen days September I2th. to 29th.,one hundred and forty-elght®

i thousand some odd hundred rounds of ammunition were reported to have been fired by the &ight
Batteries of "B" Group. Dach Howitzer Battery fired approximetely 2/3 the number of rounds
fired by an I8m pounder Battery.So it will be seen that this Batltery fired approximately
(the number being underestimated) for I7 days

| | )
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Per gun per day 188 rounds

per Battery per day II28 rounds

per gun per 17 days 3197 rounds

per Battery per I7 days 19185 rounds
Of this number practically every round was carried by our own drivers and horses under the
nmost trying conditions.The drivers did very remarkable work indeed.

BATTIE OF YPRES 3rd.STAGE
| or
Battle of BROUDESCINDE |

At Bam. Brigsde shd Battery Commanders proceeded by motor lorry to reconnoitre Battery
positions covering ZONNEBEKE front.The lorry was left at L NIN GATE YrRESand the position j
arrdved at after a 5000 yards walk along ZONNNBEKER ROAD.The positions were occupied by the
lew Zealand Divisional Artillery.3 of the Batteries and the road were being strafed during |
the whole afternoon with 8 inech. {

The 7th.and 8th. Brigad: Bagtteries under tactical commsnd of Tieut.Col H.D. K. llacartaey
became NoZ Group ' | E
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BORRY FARM
' POSTTIONS

AV 9am, the advance party moved up to YPRES by motor lorry and then walked to the new
position which was on FRIEZENBERG RIDGE near WILD WOUD (I6b 33).The 7th Brigade relieved the
Ist. New Zealand Brigade,the 26th. Battery teking over from the 3rd.ilew Zealand Battery.

The New Zealand guns were taken over and the sare afternoon Practice barrages were
carried out at 2.5pm.and 4.25pm. each Battery having about 60 yards of front to cover with
one 8th.Brigade Battery superimposed

The second half of the detachments arrived at dpm. The remsginder of the Battery
evacuated Veggon Lines and travelled & couple of miles further northto Waggon Lineson the
outskirts of the village of VIAULIDINGHE ( e The roads en route were very congest-
ed,and it took the colunn at least two hours to travel so meny miles.The entire Brigade
pulled in to an open field ad jacent to a railwey line and msin crossing.lineny bhalloons were - |
up at the time. - J
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/ Tnﬂh@iﬁ:ﬁﬁﬂ B i i B8 Rege: Part 11 VRSOV NRY, 26th Battery, 7th FielgArtillery Brignde
- : , : - ! ._l : ' ‘.
; e T (Erase heading ol requived)
; 1. Al PR S i — 1 | ' Remarks and
Place Date | Hour Summary of Lvents and Information p et o ) Bl rff;::i}ef {.Ef
| e | F
9069017, : Immediately the horse lines were arranged, the men set to work digging in. By dark 4 II
| the camp was fairly settled. All night ememy 'planes were over dropping bombs, and snti- 1|
| | aireraft and mechine guns were very busy. Some bombs fell very close to the lines but no
\ | casnalties resulted. _ |
P The Battery position which was on the side cf a road in line with six other .
| Batteries, the whole 36 guns being ot an average interval of 15 yards, was rather heavily 1
R shelled in the evening, and during the night. The commnications were cut, but were | :
: restored again after good work by Corporal A.J.Shiels and telephonisis Noe18634 Begg L, - . i
18711 Koakes PeB., and 18739 Shand C. under trying conditions. Gunners Begg and Shand were
wounded, the foxmer being removed to hospital and the latter remaining on duty. Ilio.
Bombardier Goswell also was wounded but remained on dutye f|
The gun-pits were buklt up with sandbags forming a dwarf wall, and these were |
camouflaged when the guns were not firing., The gunners slept #n "very" light proof shelters
oy about 5 yards in rear of the guns, The Officer's mess was in a #Pill Box" which had |
originally been inside a ruined farmhouse, the telephonists and cockhouse be ing inside a
R "P{ill=box" and & few men having cover inside a derelict tank. |
i
|
|
| 3, |
\ | | | |
| (The originzl of above appears on the same sheet as |
| entries for subsequent month and will be found with the |
diary for that month). 5, |
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