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SumARY oF BEVENTS AND 1HFCRIATIVH

Immediately the horse lines were arranged,the men set to work digging in.3y dark
the camp was fairly settled.All night ememy 'planes were over dropping bombs,and anti-
8ireralt and machine guns were very busy.sSoiie borbg fell very close to the lines but no
casualties resulted. |
| The Bstiery pogition which was onp the side of & rosd in line with six other
Batteries,the whole 46 guns being at an aversge interval of IS5 yards,was rsther hesvily
shelled in the evening,and during the night.The communications were cut,but were
restored asgain afetr good work by Corporal A.Jd.Shiels and telephonists NNo.IB634 Begg 4.,
18711 Nogkes P.E.,and I8759 shand C. under trying conditions.Gunners Begz and Shend were
wounded, the former being renoved to hospital and the latter remsining on duty.No.
Bombardier Goswell also was wounded but remained on duty.

fhe gun-pits were built up with sandbegs forming a dwarf wsgll,8nd these were
camouflaged when the guns were not firing.The gunners slept in"very" ‘light proof shelters
about 5 yards in rear of the guns.The 0fficer's mess was in g "Pill-box" which had
originglly been inside a ruined farmhouse,the telephonists and cookhouse being inside a
"Pill-box" and a few men having cover inside & derelict tank.

Se0.9,51gnals were answered at Sam.

The position wes ideal as far as the guns were concerned,they being at 1o yard
interveals and in correct aligmmeunt.0n our right were the 27th.Battery and the 25th.
were 1in position on our left.Runmning immedistely in rear of our gund wss a good rosd,sesnd
in fronta gentle slope for sbout 800 yards to the top of the ridge.
b Prgctice Barrages were carried out at 9.30 am and 8.I5 pm.This day was known ss
'P 93‘1

fhe 0.P. was in an 0ld German t®ench very much battered by shell-fire on the top
of the ridge(D25c¢.40 ) Immedigtely in front of the Battery,the Zero Point being a house
on the railwgy cutting YPRES-RCULERS Reilwsy, just below the Cemetry with PASSCHELDABLE
further up on the ridge. |

Practice Barr-ages were carried out at 6.I5 am.and 5 pm.
Conditions at the Waggon Lines are anything but comfortable,the ares allotted to

the Brigade being very insufficient.Enemy balloons were up all day,gnd snxious eyes were
cast on our long lines of grey horses,which looked very conspicuous in the sunlight.In
the afternoon it was decided that some of the Betteries would move to other Waggzon Tines.
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The 26th., made all preparations for the march,but orders csme through postponing
the moverent till the following modning.st night hostile bombing raids were very

 frequent.One 'plane dropped its entire load within a few hundred yerds of the ITines.

One 25th.man was wounded snd two of the bombs fell in the horse lines ad jacent to the

26th. ,killing two horses.

The following men have been gessed and evacuated to hospital-.
o, I8739 Gunner Shand Ce
Ne.1B8711 " Paddy Te
Ho.I8677 v Hills E.Be.
Hp.I9RTT " Nogkes D.Ee
Thege men were cleaning out a Cerman dugout which had been previously struck by
a mustard gas shell.They were in & bad condition,snd when leaving for hospitasl were

- quite blind

Practice Barrszes were carried out at 7.I5 em and I.30 pm. During the night the
ususl progrsnme of harrassing fire was carried out. ‘
An early start was mede to shift the Waggon Lines.A heavy mist hung about till

- 9&m, ,then th- air cleared and the day became fine.

Just ss the Batteries were hooking up,the enemy began to shell with ome of his

| high velocity guné.The first few fell considerably short,and gave the men time to get
 gome of the teams awsey.Then the shells crept nearer,until one burst a few yards away.

By this time the ground was clear,but not a moment too soon.,A few minutes after we had
gone,s shell fell in the lines.liany cesualtles would have resulted if the moving out

. had not been done expeditiously.This shelling brought to mind the sad happening a few
. days before when we were at DICKILBUSCH.

The 26th.passed thro'the village of VLA ERLINGHE and settled agaln in an opel
paddoek bounded by the reilwsy line and the main road 10 POLERINGEE. This place hed not

g vestige of cover,and it meant a hard day's work before we were under ahaltar.T@e
§rnund wes very muddy,end in s few hours the horse lines were in a bad state.sgain the
d

geing in hed to be done,and this time in mud end clay,Canves covers and tents were
erectedover the excavated ground,and séndbsg walls built,These places soon proved very

unhegl thy owing to the dampness. 1
Whilst the barrsge was in progress this worning NoIg745 sSergeant Shiels J.S.
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continued 3. IO. I'?  received s shrapnel wound in the hand and evacuated to hospital, VT G TR
74. 10 I7 "$" Day for the attack.At 6sams the attack for portion of PASSCHENDALIE RIICE | !

commenced,and provel one of the wost succescful yet attempted.;ll ob jeetives gained by the See Army
drd. Australien Divisioh,whilst wore than 3000 prisoners passed thro'the cages up to 6pm. Barrage Lap
. quite apart from the very greast success obtained in the battle,it was of great marked
importence,and s reason of pride to we Australisprs,becsuse the whole certre of the attack Ist.& 2nd.
was made by Australisns,three Divisions taking pert,Ist.2nd.and 5rd. in that order from ALZAC u
' right to left,with that fine Divieion on our left,the Hew Zesland Diwision.pech objeetive | 4/I0/I7
| - was tTaken by the Infantry in their gtride,including BROODSEIRNIN,with just that same dash |
vd | - which is generally exhibited by our Infentry in atlackywkiab-rrkep-sac-pdcitionpllsy-preue
. @F-BeiHE-sh-zustealisn, ), greogt number of the eneny were slaughtered.is he hed massed to
- 8ttack near ZONITBEKE and our zero hour being carlier thsn his,the barrage esught him |
- splendidly,and our Infsntry did the rest. Concentrastions had been prepsred before hand,on |
| tgfargga likely to be selected by the enemy to mase for counter-attsck,and proved most |
H EG ’H’E - |
During the previous night a proasramme of harrassing fire was carried out as usual.bhe
Artillery Barrsage covering the Infantry attaok was reported as beins excellent.asfter the |
attack the guns were kept very busy ,firing in response to 3.0.8. calls which were sent up |
- at noon,3,I0 and 5,20 pm.No counter attacks succesded however, |
| On geveral occasglons the enery were observed massing st varioug points,but these
formations were quickly broken up by concentrsted fire from our guns. | |
During the afternoon harraseing fire was kept up on the Lnemy's roadg,chiefly, |
PASSCHENDAELF«BROODETINDE RD,AND AL30O on the YPIES-R0U 1IR3 Railway,and Billets and hutrents!
ur aeroplanes did most effective work,flying low,and keeping baeck hostile 'planes,
| The eneny opened a heavy barrage on our front line system with guns of 21l calibres, | “
HILL40 being particularly heavily shelled. |
During the day the whole of the newly ceptured ground was intermittently shelled, |
High Veloelity guns psying attention to the LININ snd POTIJZE ROADS.Our pBatterdes were shellaed
with Ibem and I0em,and at 5.20 & heavy barrace wag put down on LONEBIKE. |
At 7Tpm.S5.0.8.3ignals went up &1l salong the lineand s heavy counter attack sttempted |
- This was completely brokenm up by Artillery and Lachine gun firve. ifor about I minutes prior |
T this counter movenent,the enemy opened & barrage on our front line and forward areas to
cover the atlack he proposed delivering.Our heavy &nd sudden basrrage forestalled his |
intentions,throwing his troops into utte confusion,and inflicting cxceedingly hoavy ?
casualties, f
P 1
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information,moved forward egain.lThe party w:gﬂz_‘e caught in the heavy barrsge and Iieutfrazer

sandbegged to a height of 3 feet and camouflaged.lio.® gun had to be sent to Ordnance,being
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“During the morning of the ZASSCHENDAEIE attack word came through that the F,0,0, hed

out to take his placesy They proceeded to HILL 40,but failing to obtain satisfactory

was wounded in the leg.In spite of this he gnd Corporal Sanders proceeded to the front
line hoping to obtain some information as to how the atiack was progressigg .Here was found
g wounded Hun Officer,and on searching him 2 British maps of latest edition were Ifound,in
gddition to letters ete.giving information sbout the invended attack.mau‘b.ﬁ‘razgr and
Corporal Sanders carried this Hun to a First Aid Post,and then procesded on thelr way.0n
entering & German "Pill-Box" they found nearly Thirty dead and dying Germans lying inside.

Owing to his wound becoming worse,Lieut Frazer was assisted back to the Batteryby Gorporal

senders.Here he was dressed and sent through to hogpital. ) 1
whilst the sttack was in progress,the Battery Commander accompanied by Corporal gf.dJe. :

dhiels went forward to make a reconnsissance.A new position for the Battery to sdvance to

was selected.The country was low-lying and hed been repeatedly churned up by shell-fire

during the bombardment.Eventuslly a position was selected aud Tthe gunpitls marked

imnediately in front of BORIY FARI(which by tThe way had been converted intoma German |

conerete "Pill-Box".About 500 yesrds to the left ran the YPRES-ZONNIBEEE ROAD. |
Capt.lioriarty with a working party set out to dig the pits in readiness for the guns '.

which were to be moved in early the following morning.Drivers were also hard at work

bringing up amprunition to the new position on p&ckhorses.All the time the eneny wes she 11ing
but the men carried out their difficult tasks admirebly.The gunners were badly in need of a
gpell,the past 24 hours hsd indeed been strenuous for all.

o —— .

At 5.I5 em,the Ieft Section pulled out and went into setion in the new position at
BORRY FARLI (De25.0.75.80),f0llowed by the Centre 3ection st 9am,and the Right Section at IQam.

BAB@LBGOP YPRES 4th.STAGE

The guns were situated in rear of the German old support lines,the guu-pits being

worn out. .
AS soon as the guns were in position,heavy firing comuenced.Two practice barrages were

fired each day,and it must be said that everybody worked W under most trying conditions.
‘ II'..t:.ff r.g",}.r i
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SUAARY OF EVENTS AND INFURLATION

Phe Q.7 wﬁﬁ a "Pill-bnx“'built'inéide a-fﬁrmﬁﬁusé‘whiuh.ldng ago had ceased to exist,
on HIiu 40 (De2I &8.79) and yesterdsy 4n the hands of the enemy.From here eould be obtained
a splendid uninterrupted view of the enemy country as far North as PASSCHENDAELE,and South

' t0 POILYGONIE WOOD.PASSCHENDAELR from the 0.P, looked quite & pretty town,the buildings
eppearing very intact ,considering its proximity to the firing line.gouth of the town lsy the

Cemetry at the extreme summit of the ridge which ran in a 3outherly direction,and st this
time appeared well grassed and green.To the right was the ZONNEBEEE RIDGE, with the little
viilaze of ZOWMEBEKE a mere heap of ruins,the only building standing being the church.lhe
zero Point was PASSCHENDAELER CHURCH(DG6D &8 42) which could be seen from the Batteryand weas
laid upon by Dial 3ight direct.For the first time the layers were able to use direct laying
and see the effect of their shoot.It had been raining during two days,and great difficulty
was experienced in shooting in,as the suns sunk lower into the mud with each shot.But planks
of wood, timber and sandbags were secured from all round the distriet,and eventaully fairly
good platforms were obtained.We were under direct observation from PASSCHENDAELE as will be
seen,but as the attack would teke place within the next few deys,the most urgent requirement
wes speed sand further forward down hill sbout IS0 yards our other 4 Batteries had to get in.
In front of them the country was 8&n absolute quagmire and impossible to occupy.The 25th.
were on our immediate left ,The 3Ist.on immediste right,and the 27th. on their right just
across the road,the whole 8 Batteries as clese to ZONIEBEKE RCAD as possible in the hope of
getting smmunition up ,for it was possible to travel horses along the road when it was not i
being barraeged by the Bosche,but ghite impossible to move across country at any time.As it
was many horses on the short streteh from the road to the Batiery,80 yards of ground,sank |
down out of sight,the driver Jjust keeping the head up until assistance arrived.One horse
bogged so badly had to be shot. |

The Officers quarters were in BORIY FARI "Pill-box",the gunuers in s line of comncrete
gun-pits,once occupied by a Bosch Battery,and on our arrival found to be filled with deead |
Bosch gunners.In one pit I2 bodies had to be removed by our gumiers and a Trench Lortar
working party assisting us with the help of a drag rope and gas masks.All were pulled out int
0 a large shell hole and buried,the pit then being swept out and disinfected.The side that was
to be our front,and was once the Bosch rear as in the case of all captured "Pill-boxes",wsas
absolutely exzposed having a large opening.This had to be sandbagged up,snd it was wath a very |
rixed feeling indecd that the guniers obeyed orders and occupied ity0ne Getachment requested
and received permission to sleep out in a trench prepared by themselves,but only for a short
time as was fully expected we were in for an unenviable time ,and that night a shell smashed
their trench in,fortunately not injuring any of them.Then all were in the concrcte pit,tThe
rocket guard being put outside.The telephonists occupied portion of BORIY FARM.The guns could

- L e e . B
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continued |5. I0. I7 be reached in g matter of seconds.Subgequently from intelligence obtained from prisoners
| 1t was learned that BORXY FARM was marked on the Bosch Intelligence Guanery liap as a
| Brigzade Headquarters,which explains somewhat the strafing we came in for,which was shove
| normal,even during the quietest days. . |
| OePe® The surrounding shell-holes were filled with German dead from yesterday's attack
and wounded Germans were still being brought in,they having been found to-day dewn—in |
water in shell-holes. |

It mgy be worthy of note,that since coming into action in Prance shd Belgium the
26th.Battery had only twice occupied concrete gun-pits,these being st prmentieres and |
Plug Street (Ploegsteert) and in many cases were not fortunste enough to have sand begced |
cupo las,which would keep out the weather if nothing else.4 csmouflaged shell-hole or simils
| r excavation,with a dwarf wald of sandbasgs was the usual "gun-pit". |
| During the prepasration for this coming attack,the weather had been passably fine,and
the vigibility good.
In spite of an sbundance of hostile observation bslloong looking down on us,our side
of the-ridge was a scene of the greatest activity.aAll dey ammunition waggons, pack horses,
rations carts ete.,were moving along the roads and corduroy tracks,and the main YrRISe | .
ZOBNEBEEE ROAD was a queue of vehicles day and night,and which would be blocked for hours |
when the enemy commenced shelling the roaf,but the shelling would stop snd immediately
the Pioneers would arrive and repsirs would be effected in record time.This one single |
Road was going to seriously worry us in the next attack,and cause no end of casuslties |
during the preliminsry stages. : | |
b lHow the weather began to get worse,becoming colder and dull and with a continuous
rizzle.
Hostile bombers were not quite so frequent at night,the moon being obscured by
cloud-banks. '

6, I0.1IT | The Goth.Divisional Infentry relieved the Srd.Divisional Infantry in the line on
the night of 5th/oth.
I‘he weather was now becoming worse and conditions at the Batlery were anything but
Dleasant.The weather was now too bad to allow any claborate work 1o be carried out on the s
pecsition so we had to meke the best of things. :

\
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- were soon flooded,and constant pumping and bailing was necessary.
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WAR  DIARY |
26th Beltery, 7th Field artillery Brigade

1

SUMIIARY OF EVENTS AND INFORMATION
The 0fficer's dugout and Control Station,and in fact all dug-outs and gun platforms
At the Wegzon 1ines the conditions were also very trying.The horses were standing knee

deep in mud,with no overhead shelter.The canp was a morass,the canvas-covered dugouts
flooded avery night and for many nights the men slept in wet blankets on the mud floor,or at

~ the best on sodden straw.

This existence soon had its effect.Influenza and Dysentry ceses were numerous,and daily
the sick reports grew.Owing to meny evacuasting to hospitalythe battery had to work very short-
handed ,end this did not mgke life any the easieryfor up to now we had endegvoured,by keeping

- a minimur of N.C.08 and gunuers up at the Batnsry to work reliefs as often as pnaaiﬁie but it

becaue impuasible to work complete reliefs at any rate.
The Telerhonists who had suffered severely were now reduced to 4 only-Sergeant shiels

. A% J. ,Gunners Neal J.,Pearce A.C. and Anderson B,H.,,&nd two men-had to be borrowed from

Brigade Hesdquarters.These 6 men could not be relieved.

Whilst peacking gsmmunition to the guns to-day,I8628 Driver Andrew was injured by his
horgse.A shell burst in close proximity,causing the horse to rear and fall on the driver.
Sergeant Fountain, Bombardiers Goswell and 3ilverton and Gunner ITuck started out fto carry
Andrew to the dressing station.iEn route the three latier were wounded by a shell bursting

- near them,and it is believed that Driver Andrew also received wounds.Driver asndrew snd

Gunner Luck subsequ - ntly died of wounds.

Weather conditions were now extremely bai,the shell-holed country was & sea of mud feet

deep in plsasces,and the roads were litftle better.
The continusl traffic on the YPRES-ZONIHEBEKR R0AD,which runs past our right flank,and

'the large working parties which were in full view of the enemy balloons soon told a tale.

Hogstile shelling incregsed,and the work of bringing asmmunition snd rations was mos?v

Ttadlnus and dangerous.

In some cas s it took I7 hours to make the journey from Weggon Lines to Battery positio
n,The only road fit to carry much heavy traffic was the YPRES-ZONNEBEKYT 0AD,snd in
consequence the congestion was very great.In normgl times this Trip could havs bean done

comfortably in an hour.It becene a cominon sight to see horses and wen hopelessly bogged in tThe

quegmire of wud.Very often the men were dragged out minug their boots and breeches.
ITwo barrages were carried out one at 6.I0snm gnd the other at 4pm.

b
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continued | B T@a IT| Harrassing fire and practice barrages were still going on,and the date for the
next attempt to drive the Huns off the high ground,was not far distant
Barrsges were carried out at 6.I5 am end II.$0 am .
A large amount of ammunition had Ween conveyed per pack-horse from the dumps to
the Battery daily. 1 | ‘
| 256472 Gunner Croft received wounds to-day and was evacuated to Hospital.

2. 1I0. I Battle of Ypres 4th.Stege atteck day,"X" Day.Zero hour 5.50 am.The 66th.English Sod
Division were on our front,on our right the Srd.Austrelian Division,end on our left the Lrmy
&9+th. Tnglish Division(the I97th.Brigsade,66th.Division,being the actual Brigade barrage;
lgttacking on our Group front). map

conditions were of the worst.Rain had fallen,the ground was wet end boggy,snd this marlksd
mnaturally would have its effect on the barrage,for the detonation of shells was not so 66LhDAV. .
z00d as on hard ground,and this effect of thém burst was more local and less effective,and  f4. g’
in sddition no dust would be caused to increase the screening effect generally expected in 9/10?1&
dry ground by the dust and smoke,so that altogether the job was not a nice one.,

The barrsge opened at Zero hour and went on to the end of the protective barrage
for the last objective |
| At the Battery all seemed Q.K.gnd it came as a bit of a gsurprise,when laler we ‘
hesrd the reports sent back by our Group F.0.0.,Iieut @.Xing,now a subaltern in the 8¥h.
Brigade,but formerly a Cunner and later a Bombardier in this Battery until he received

. this commission. _
Tt would be sdvisable here to explain the normal proceedure during the night

preceding the zero hour of the attack.The line is generally held by troops not
partigdpating in the attack,until a short time before zero hour,when the atvacking unit

ig merched up under cover of darkness to the Jjumping off line.Directly these troops
are in place on the jumping off line,ready to follow the creeping barrage at zero hour,
the holding troops are withdrawn,their work being finished for the time being.The F,0.0.

detailed from the covering Artillery,generally accompanys the sttacking Infantry at a
distance decided upon by hinmself,from which he can gather all avellable information and

? forward it back to Group Hesdquarters,he having the required number of Battery
Telephonists end Signallers to either signal or act as runners in the treansmission of

Qo
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these messages, apart from the few pigeons which he carries with him.Tn addition to
nur*F.u.u.,the Artillery elso provides a Seunior Liason Officer,generally a Lieut.Colenel
or llajor to accompany the Infantry Brigade conmander,and a Captain or sSubsltern to
accompany the Battalion Commander. In this case Lieut.Rutledge H.F, from our Tu7th.
Battery,acted as Liasson 0fficer with Battalion Commander.Ticut King and Lieut Rutledge
| were#autually on the Jjumping off line,previous to Zero hour,remerbering that zero hour
weas m.ﬁg am.fand t%& ciae§ing barrage conmenced at that noment,
wow g few extracts from Tl 3 G de W
i 30 e s 16 reports of the Group FP.0.v. will explain our surprise.
"197 Brigade-never came to relieve MANCHESTR Regiment here.
) ~ left without being relieved and our front was
deserted.Flank Brigedes heve now closed in and thinly cover front. |

e —— ———

Another message received at this time resd-,
"Wow at DI6b 9.6,No0 Infantry have as yet gone over the to 5]
Brigade front", . | - i 3 i Vo
Both these rnesceges were timed 6.Ivan.
S, I8am«¥.0.0 reported-,
. VT "Lieut, 3ubledge killed.gSend relief™
Pimed 6.30 am. |
Another nesgsge timed 6.30 em.read-. |

"lufentry for this Brigade Sector arrived at 6,28em,j§e will follow |
when they adveance™,

i
i Another message-.
| "On right and left of our Zone everything going 0.,K,lio Infentry on

: our zZons yet at 6.40 am".
' Another message-. F

é "7.298m.Plenk Brigades closed in,position good & "
19.258m.7,0,0, reported-. ¢ P good &ll round". ‘

"8,23em.llot quite to Bliie Iine.hicken Barrgge.I97 Brigade still
coming up”. .

%9.45&&.F.0.0.repurtad—. |
% "9.358m. Infantry reinforcenents are all up now.is fer as I can tallﬁ

from observetion all objectives gained", |

I97 Brigede is coming up now. yill report when position is normaln.

RCDIG1017469
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Gﬂﬂ$iﬂﬂﬂﬂ. 9. I0. I7 '9.47em.F.0.0.reported-.

| "Our front very quiet.Infantry undisturbed in their work.Cannot
‘ obgerve reason for trouble further Iorth."
'IO IJEE¢P OIGII rﬁpﬂrteﬂ-—.

: "Eneny 200 to 300 strong mascsing along line,D6c 80.00 and

'- | -DI2a 50.60."

| On receipt of the last nesssge from the F.0.0.,,Group ordered Batteries to fire 20 rounds
‘per gun on this line.

We replied to another S5.0.3 at 2.45pm, ,the enemy having been reported to be
aﬂvanuiﬂg in skirmishing order.

AT 5.I5 pm.S.0.8, was az@in answered.

At 6,20 Mm.5.0.5. was again answered ,our ITnfantry reported to be fglling back.But
tnia was apparently not verified,aes our barraga was not ordered to come back,but from
conversstions with wounded Infantry men coming back,it seemed highly prnbabla that they
wera not out in the finsl objective.

The ZONIEBEKE ROAD was intermittently shelled with 5.9 and 4.2 shells,during the
day and night,and e fair number were thrown in the vininity of the Battery.,

The gunners carried out a most heavy aud trying day's work under the worst
‘conditions with determination and cheerfulness which has charscterised them throughout
‘and our numbers are dwindling down fast,the few remgining old hands have to bear the
whnle brunt of the tremendous work of serving and firing the guns,on mud platforms,
keaping eammunition clean and keeping guns in gction.In quite a few cases gunners & few
days agu are now Corporals and even gergeants.
| The drivers did excellent work in their heavy task of bringing up the ammunition
‘and supplies.To have to control a pair of horses laden with ammunition,on & road under
iconstant shell-fire,and pitted with huge shell-holes which could not be discerned owing |
' to the depth of mud on the rosd was s formidable task.Exploding dumps added to the dangers
'which a1l had to face.,

Among the batches of prisoners which marched in,were gome very big men,well over
6feet in height,but there was a fair sprinklingof youths in their rénks.All were smeared
'in mud,and looked very dejected.,A congtant stream of motor lorries took the Hun wounded
‘'who had been ceptuted,and our Red Crose cars were laden with our own wounded.The stretcher
~bearers did wonderfully well in rescuing the wounded,and the captured Germens were set
to this work ss well

e T S S L—
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SULMMARY OF EVENTS AND INFORMATION
The waether still contilnues very wet and cold.Hostile air-rsids at night are less
ferquent owing to unfavoursble westher conditions. |

At4.20am an S.0.8. was reported whilst we were firing a dEEtruﬂ?i?E barregeslie
answered the S.0.8. for I5 minutes,and then were ordered to go on with tise Larrage.

Tt is pretty certain that the I97th.Brigade have fallen back,

At II.ISam.we received orders to bring S.0.8. barrage line back to Red protective
' barrage line a distance of 800 ygrda approximately.

: J T Delede WBS glniSswered.

: %hia iggirenﬁly‘has been a failure,and one would imagine that with the staeif work of
' the Infantry,it should not be possible for the attacking troops to errive late to the
jumping off line.Undoubtedly the weather and genersl conditions were oI the worst,but an
early snd lengthy recomnaiseance would have learmned the cure Ior thate.

We were getting up as much ammunition ss possible imhediately,as it was hoped to getl
11t up so that the horses would not have to come up for a while,as the few days we expecied
ito remein under direct nhaervatiun,wgre now going to grow to many more,and Things had
' already commenced to fly ebout slightlye.

5 Thﬁ IIth.Australia%?Infant:y Brigade occupied the lime during the night,

-
S

I il el

The usual harrassing fire on gll enemy roads was still carried out,and 2 barrages were
fired to-day,creeping back from his supposed front line 7o his further back uuuntry._
gostile shelling in the vieinity 4f the Battery has been falrly active all dey.
| Owing to the large number of casualties,we were having gregter difficulty every day to
‘have & sufficient number of trained ren on esch gun.the work fell very heavily on the
remgining older men of the Battery.I7 Trench Lortar men were lent o us as reinforcenments.
'mhese men were workers and keen to do their best,but naturally knew little or nothing
lebout laying,and had to be divided up amongst the guns, to agsiat in handling the
‘smruni¥ion,and they proved of great assistance indeed,as owing to the muddy and wet
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‘condition of the pits,every round had to be carried a little way and cleaned before loading.

Guns were even then constently going out of sction,owing to grit and dirt.ritter gergeant
‘Brindley,Fitter Bombardier Durning and Bombardier Cullen were kept hard at it these dgys
0 keep the guns in sction.

-
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continued = II.I0.I7 . :
| ‘ fairly heevy harrassing fire going along the ZONIEBEKE ROAD,and in the vieinity of the Battery.

on to our flank now badly exposed.

"flank,tharafnra unable to advanceat present.l.ap location not known",

c6th Batlery, 7th Field Artillery BRrigade “

il e Tl T e

SUMMARY OF EVENTS AND INFORMATION

 Our aircraft were more active even than usual,but in spite of this the enemy kept &

BATTIE OF YPRES 5th.STAGE

"A" Day.sero hour 5.2ban,The 3rd.Australisn Division attacked on our front,with & very
formidable task to conguer,their ob jectives being laid down,the finsl one including the et
Village of PASSCHENDAELE,a distance of nearly 3000 yards up hill all the way,over ground AT
pitted with shell-holes full of water,the whole place being a sea of mud,when one false step hkechghe Sy
meant bogging to the waist,and then assistance would be necessary,for once down it was i

impossible to extricate one's self. i%?ﬁkgg?
On our left the Ilew Zeasl ' - :

R ! e ew Zesland Division were in,and on our right the gth.Australian attack
During the whole night the enemy kZept up & harrassing fire of Gas and H,E,shells on IIE/IO/L?f |

approauJI:}EE,hut in gpite of all this,the Infantry carried out the approsch mareh and arrived
at the Jjumping off line with time to spare. .

Iieut.Klug of the 8th.Brigade,end Iieut.Hamilton A,E. of this Battery acted as 7,0.0.8
with Gunner Pearce A.C, as Telephonist.The barrage opened at Zero hour and the sdvance

commenced ,but the Division on our left struck trduble immediastely in the shape of "pill-boxes"

strongly fortified with liachine guns,and surrounded with barbed wire,enfileding them so badly

they they were able to make no progress.Qur Division made progressythe ?,0.,0, Iieut.klug |
reporting at &.O0am.that Red Line(Ist.Objective) had been reached,and at II.35am.he reported |
by pigeon service & "Enemy still in possession of seversl lLachine Gun Strong roints on Ridge

and thrﬂugh.n4b and Doc ,3NIPE HALL and BELIEVUE enfilading owr Infantry bedly in falling ‘
through DI0 and DII.From our own Infantry observation,second objective Blue Iine fskenl ! :

SNIPE HALL and BELLEVUE being two of the strong points on the ljew Zealsnd front which

apparently having effectually stopped the New sealanders,were now turning their attention
At II.55em.Liason Officer reported "llew Zealanders held up by heavy fire on our left

At 2.0 pm. orders are received tuv piamce barrage on Blue 2nd.objective Protective
Barrege Line,

bd
&
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SUMMARY OF EVENTS AND INFORUATION

continued : I2.10.17 | At 3.40 pm. Group received the fallowing order frnm.ni?isiﬁnal A;tiliarﬁ ﬁeadquarters

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

- and ordered the S,0.S.Barrage accordingly-.

"Final decision re S,0.S.Line.Left Infantry Brigsde 200 yards beyond Red rrotective

barrege line,but not coming closer than 200yards to the inter-Brigade Boundgry,that

is,to & point shout DIBa I0.60,thence running in a direct line towards PASSCHENDAELE

CHUBCH,kBepinﬁ 200 yards from inter-Brigade Boundary,until it meets Blue Protective

Barrage Iine,
- This Battery % then ordered "S.0.8. lines on Blue Protective Barrage Line".xvidently
our left Infaf gg to more or less conform to the New jZealand Division on our left,
who hed been unable to press further forward. The 4th Australian Division on our right it
' is believed were further forward still.

At 5.I0pm.S.,0.8, signals were answered.At 6.5m.5.0,8. signals were agajn answered and
- s8top was given at 6.20pm. TA"DEY )
| At 8.pm.8.0.3, line was ordered back to I2-I6 line,on v Barrage l.ap #5®s this
only being sbout I50 yards in advance of the first bariageﬁggia fnra%he agtﬁbijﬁsvij
Thus it will be seen that our Divisional Infantry had met their first defeat,and had

‘hed to fall back,owing to the failure of thet gallent little Division the New Zesland
i]Jivisiunwhu had got it hot and strong and who were badly cut up,our left Brigsde the ITIth.
Infantry getting the effects,that they too,were badly smashed.There is mno doubt that one of
- the cauges was that BELLEVUE and SNIPE EALL hed not received sufficient preliminary
bombardment,this being largely due to the fact,that after the last attack it was so
doubtful Just where our Infantry front line actually was,that the heevy Artillery must have
'been somewhat chary sbout firing round about there,for it was quite probable that the
detached perties of the attecking Infantry were still out in front.The ground was bad
‘undoubtedly and the Infantry reported that the Barrage was too fast for them notwithstanding
' the pace a8 I00 yards per 4 minutes. )
| Wwounded were being cerried back through the Battery all day,the stretcher besrers
‘having a most terrible time,4 men carrying each stretcher at a smatt psace,with spare men to
asslst the bearers out of the mud when bogged.Casuaslties were very numerous.
| The 0.,P. was surrounded by wounded men being clesred as quickly as possible.all were
terribly disappointed and as one llew Zesland wounded private said "It is bead enough for
ourselves ,but the "blemiting"jussies will think we let 'em down!but one of the"Blankey sussies"”
standing by and also wounded joined in with "No chance digger if the "Blankey I,Z.s"could'nt
do it well no other "Blanky Blanks" could "Blank" Ten" |

[
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26th Battery 7th Pield Artillery Brigsade
SUMIIARY OF EVIETS AID INFORMATION

During these days we were having a great deel of trouble with our ammunition supply

ghe drivers were putting up a great battle to get it up wo ug,and the gunners were

putting up a bigger fight ot keep it 1in an effective condition when they got it.
'No.I8646 Gunner Corbett Te.was sent to hodépital suffering from gas poisoning.

"B" Day.A Practice Barrsge was fired at 5.I5 em.

Notes in general

The main YPRES-ZONNEBEKE ROAD,the sole route by which ammunition and supplies were
conveyed to the Artillery Groups,and the Infantry in the Trenches ,passed through the City
of YPRES,or rather,what remained of ift. |

YPRES was now nothing but a scatterd heap of bricks and timber.lost of the houses hed
long ago been razed to the ground by the guns of the eneny.

The Town Square ,was torn up by shell-holes,the roads leading in asnd out were covered
with broken tiles and debris,and the whole scene was one of great destruction and
éesolation.

The famous Cathedéral and Cloth Hall were practically unrecogniseble.Portion of the
Rastern Facade and Tower with s few splintered columns were 2ll that remained to show
thet Belgium's finest piece of Architecturs had been erected here.

In some of the better preserved cellars,were dressing stations,equipment stores and
Divisional Canteens.

Hostile High Velocity guns were constantly <£Liring into the ruins,and on the traffic-
1sden roads. The main road was under observation from enemy balloons,and consge quently
received much attention from the Cerman Batteriles. ,

The congestion on this roasd was gbnormal,and it was necessary to close it daily for
several hours for the passgge of ration and water-carts.The Infantry were taken up towards
the line in motor lorries along this road alsoO.

It was a common sight to see & queue of vehicles extending from FRIEZENBERG RIDGE
through YPRESas far back as POFERINGHE,a distance of several miles.

The Artillery activity was less to-day as far as the Infanilry were was concerned , the
eneny confining his efforts to our Batteries,we doing the same to his Batteries,as it 1is
understvod that both sides were endeavouring to move their wounded back,an almost

L6 4
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26th Battery, 7th Field Artillery Brigade

STMMIARY OF IVENTS AND INFORLATION | l[

impossible task even without being fired at whilst doing it,but nevertheless a great number
of men have been brought in. :

"g" Day.Eneny artillery activity increassed.What were probsbly destructive shoots were
carried out on the Battery position,26th.getting their full share of nisgiles,
: 48 the whole emelesed Group were enclosed in a smsll area,a fine target was presented

‘to the enemy.There had not been much opportunity vo concesl the guns,send rarely were all six

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

guns in action &t the one time. |
The westher still continued wet and cold and the mud became deeper.

At IOam. the enemy's barrage fell,end a3l that day and throughout tThe night the shelling
inued,
i 8inch snd 5.9 Batteries kept up & rapid fire from IZ.30pm to 4.40puw.Almost every yard of
ground was torn up by shells,and maeny times the dugouts sheltering the Officers and guncrews
hed narrow escapes.When a shoot had To be a?rriad out,the guns were manned and the necessary
undg fired,then under cover &agalin,
numbarTgi ;;nleﬂaraa front was sub jected %o rapid rate fire from 8inch and 5.9s,mingled with
77mm end gas shells,in the evening snd till 9pm, .
Intermittently throughout the night heavy fire of 5.9 H,E.,and 7?mmumua?ard gas occurred.

", ... Water beceame very scarce and the gunners had to carry it up in petrol Tins from the
water tanks which were situated nearly two mil:a away.This tramp through the mud under shell
fire w trying ordeal to say the least of it.

. §ﬁraﬁa§£ 2%5 men sglept aid worked in satursted clothing and boots.The hard life,bad
weather conditions,together with casuslties,reduced the Battery strength alarmingly.Changes
from Battery to Waggon ILines were frequent whenever possible,but still the Battery dwindled.
Drivers were sent to the guns,and with the aid of Trench lLortar men the guns were kept going.

D Sub.gun received a direct hit which badly smashed it.Road mgterial was indented for |
with the hope of removing it to Ordnance.Until this srrives the gun cannot even be pulled out

of the pit. - | f

L6 L <

e e——— | — =l

Y
' /

RCDIG1017469



PLACE | DTIME
" continued I5.I0.I7
1610 X7
T30 X
| “

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

'WAR  DIARY

... &oth Battery, 7th Field Artillery Brigede
SUMIARY OF EVENDS AND INFORLATION
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"D" Da¥. Enemy artillery was very active sgain,anf for the greater part of the day
the vicinity of the Batteries was congtantly shelled with 8inech,5.9 and 4.2 shells.
Approximately 2500 rounds fell in the srea in which our Batteries were situated.ipparently
the Bosch having located all our Batteries in this area,hed switched numerous Batteries on
to an area shoot,as many different sized shells were coming ewishing over together,with gas,
H.E., and Ehrﬁpﬂﬂl mixed.

These concrete structures and the faet that our shooting programme was not a
continuous one,was saving us no end of casualties,es we were able to hagve everyone
reasonably safe,whilst the 3attery was hot shooting atl any rate.

"E" Day.Bnemy's artillery ectivity was decidedly heavy all dgy.
The Battery positions wre shelled incessantly with 5.9,4.2 and & few 8 inch.jibout
4000 shells fell in the Battery aress.The more forward areas were reported toc be much guieter,

At night hostile bombing raids again occurred,

Orders were receuved t® incresse our harrassing fire from to-day.an extensive
artillery programme was apparently going to be carried out from now.Qur Batteries were detailed

to special tasks,our task being with the I08th Hnwitzariﬁatter{ to strafe PASSCHENDAELE at
irregular intervals during dgy and night,the remaining batteries of our Group to bring fire
to bear within their own zones,segrching back I000 yards beyond S,0.S.Linesy,specigl Heavy
Batteries heing detailed for BEILLEVUE.

Hostile artillery activity has shown a continuation of the two previous days
operations,and throughout the day an almosts incessant bombardment was kept up on the Battery
positions.5.9 and 4.2 Batteries showed the greatest activity,and these were evidently
concealed behind PASSCHEIDAELE.During the night we were subjected to bursts of firing,the
shells used being chiefly gas and H,E,Intermittently there had been shelling over the whole of
our rear areas,particularly the roads.The more forward areas were agein reported quiet.

During this period there had been no eneny work or sbnormal movement observed.

The day had been fine and cleagr,eand aircraft on both sides were extremely active.Qne

One large enemy 'plane was brought down by machine gun fire from one of our mechines,Qne of the'
Iﬂcgupants wes seen o fall out as the 'plane was hit.It crashed to earth not far from our

| i
:.L(;i \\

- EE AR e

[ T -

=
E(

RCDIGTO1/7469



e - — “n_o—r i L— . — = - -
¥ L ¥ M . r i.. )

| WAR  DIARY

PLACE A TIME | | SULLARY OF ZVENTS AND INFCRLATION

ke

continued 1710 I7 ;Waggnnflinas.
|
|

| had
8.I0.17 | "H" Day. During the night I8FI19th October,the 9th.j ustralisan Infantry Brigade,which
R :baan holdiﬁg the liie on the frunf of the Brd.ﬁuﬁtralian Divigional Artillery was relieved Dby
' the I48th.Brigade of the 9th.English Division. |
| Rein fell hesvily snd stormy conditions prevailed.

D Sub.gun was sgein hit by a shell.

ractice Barrsge was carried out at OSam. | w _
gugnar Beker g%E. No.28429 was wounded tTo-day gpﬂ evacuated to hospital.lNo,IB754 Guunner
ry

' Uther F.,whilst returning to Waggon Lines from Bat? during a change over,was hit by a
piece u% bomb dropned by a hostile 'plane,and later died of his wounds.lio. Gunner Bewsher
E. and Sapper Cruikshanks W. were wounded and evacuated to hespital.

, 4 | ZONNTREE . ABRAHAL HEIGH BOETHOER were

I9.I0.17 "M Day.From 5pm.to 3.208i. areas sbout ZONNLBKE,ABRAHAlL HEIGHTS,and BOLL J
cnntinnnusig shelled by IS5 and I0.5 cm.Howitzers,and 77mm guns,including a considerable p
number of gas shells,direétion of fire being Hast of PASSCHENDAELE.There was slso intermitient

| | i & d th&ﬂ
intense shelling of our Battery position eweesyfire being chiefly 8inch and Ibcm.lore

3000 rounds came over during these shoots,e proportion of which were directed against the
ZONNEBEKE ROAD.Observation was apparently carried out by balloon,one of which.ramainﬁd_high
‘up all day.WIBLTJE ROADWest of KANSAS CROSS RCADS was shelled at intervals by Idcm HowitzZers.

#ire on our trench system and forward areas was normal. |
| Ccaptein Neylan 1i.C.,Battery Captain proceeded to Battery and relieved the Batftery | j

- i Commander who returned to the Waggon Lines.
|

20, I0.I7 Command of the Field Artillery on the fromt of the 3rd.justrelian Division passed to Ak

'C-R-.ﬂ.i ,4th- Canadian Division. o :
Hostile 'dlanes flew at an extremely low altitude over our lines this morning.our
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continued €0,10.17 &anti-aircraft gunfire was ineffective.At night Hun 'planes flew over in force,end bombed our
back aress.dropping a great number of bombs. |
| During the afternoon another exceedingly heavy area shoot was directed against our
Battery positions,- | -

21e10.17 The weather had now improved,it being a fine bright day.At night s bowbing raid on sn ex;
% ‘tensive gcale was carried out by the enemy.Bombs fell within 200 yards of the horselines, the
‘objective probably beigg the railway line which was adjscent.
| Instructions were received that the 7th.Field asrtillery Brigade would be relieved by the |

b EET

I zatﬂi m‘ H.E-,ﬂ.
!
l

28« I0.I7 | The 26th.Battery were relieved inmthe line to-day by the 26th. Army Brigsde,R.F.A., under
orders from the 4th,Canadian Divisional Artillery,and withdrew to the Waggon ILines, |
| Everyone was thankful when the relief ceme.The Battery had been through a‘'sSevere test of |
endursnce and our numbers were dwindling daily. | | |

The Officers and men were to have no rest however as orders came thro' that thﬂBatter‘yiE
was To move on the morrow to new Waggom Lines. [
|

:

, r
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26th Battery, 7th Field Artillery Brigsde
ia PLACE = TINE ' . SUMMARY OF WVENWTS AND INFORMATION Tl
R |  283,10.I7 |  Reveille sounded st an early hour this morning.About S8em the column moved out and |
Whole proceeded via DICEKEZUSCH,KIMIIEL EILL and NEUVE EGLISE to RAVELSBURG.The day was cold and
it rained inuas:antly.The roads leading through DICKEBUSCH were in a bad state,snd deep
L ’Ba%tef? et in mud snd water.We pulled into the Waggon ILines which we had occupied in July last,when
Teggon Lines \ rthe Battery was in sction on NESSINES RIDGE.
RVEss kR | : The camp hed been much improved,th re now being several liissen Huts in addition to
REVEL&BEEGh' [the large barn and other small shelters.The road leading into the caup had alsc been re-made
K [ By T"pm the men had settled down for the night. - ﬁ
| - |
24.10.T7 | The day was devoted to squaring up the camp and getting everything in working order. |
. No,IB8727 Corporal QuLgleF Gelis ,left the Battery for England,to go through a auurse at
St.JohnE Jood.
| 25.I0.1I7% :
| ) The usual cemp routine was carried out,and nothing worthy of note occurred,and svery |
26,I0.I7 )effort was being made to trein layers and telaphﬂniatﬁ to £ill the vacancies causaﬁ by |
| Jcasualties. | |
| 27,1017 ; ‘ | | |
| \ | .
| 28.T04ET | |
E 29.10.17 ; | The moon was now at the full and enemy 'planes flew over during the night dropping | |
' bombs on BAILLEUL
90 10,17 O per cent leave was granted to allow the men to vigit BAILIEUL.?he enemy shelled
the Town all day with a high veloecity gun.It was merket day and the town was full of
civilians.A number of casualties occurred.This shelling did not deter the troops from ‘
T enjoying their half holiday, R
Ty | - |
| | s
Je

~ o
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Army Form C, 2118.

26th Tattary, 7th Fleld ‘rtillery Srigude.

' Remarks and

references to

: Place _-\ D-a.; Hour Swamary of Events and Information
A 1 i & i n s el RIS 3P,¢
3110417, | The ordinary camp routine was carried out and there wus nothing to report.
|
|
-
‘|
|
| | (The original of above appears on the same shect
| ag entries for subsement month and will be €ound
with the disry for that month).
|
i .
|
' D.D. & L., London, E.C.
j 1 : 5 (20349) Wit Wigoo/P7i3 750,000 3/1o B 2688 i -cms/Caubfab
..Jﬁ ey - . L 1: v’ .'. -.14' o - i R
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26th Bettery, 7th FPield grtillery Brigade o
From 29th.September I9I7,to 24th.October I9I7 ,the following ammunition wes expended-Ry Ho’{i': Gfdujg 5 4
"A" Shrapnel 67,589 rounds
"AX" High Bxplosive  5I,89I rounds
119,450 rounds ,I8 pounder X
SBX" 26,835 rounds, 4.5 Howitzer
Taking the épprnximate proportion expended by thés Batlery-for-. .
25 days 19,908 ryounde <Ifor 6 guns : e
O
| per day ,_ 796 . " E |
z
=
: <
(A%
[y
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. 26th Battery, 7th Fleld Artilleyy Brigede
The following men did exceptlonally pood work in the offensive froum %lsaytam‘mer 1917 to £4th,ciober 4

1917 4=
pattery Position Battery Positlon nrivers
0618946 Bargeant Trevennion Dells I8750 Gnnmr Thomae Nele 16679 Bombir. Henson W,
line 18660 Pountain fi. A 18754 Uther Fe 16845 ¢ gambridge Tede
o, 183874 " Hogarth W.7.B. 26477 " Hogan e de 18660 Driver Irvin ReGe
Ho. 18675 " Harrison Celle 18654 " BegE Ae 18628 " Avdrew Heffe
6, 18745 i fhlels Jefie 18739 " Shandt Ceble 22847 " Tyrell e
- Ko.18746 " dhiels Aede JOYRYI * Panrce A« 18416 " whiting Re
Ho.1872% " Pesch 3 18713 " éal de 19654 " Seechusen Je ‘ |
0. 18871 B Grose Je 18654 " Dugkwortih 3eCo 958 " Burton Je - |
26472 " Croft Fede 2p786 M pates He
No.18624 Corporal Ainsworth (e e 873y " Hailaon ll'u 30207 " gogan C.@s
18.18724 i Pountuey Lelile 18718 °© O'Hedll TeF. 2280 " Gembley JeBe
N0.22798 ok Fowler Gaekie , | 26519 " garter Fele
Ho. B88Y " sanders Ce lielie 265316 " Cartox KeCe
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