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WAR DIARKY

26th Battery, 7th Field Artillery Brigsde
SUMLARY OF EVENTS AND INFORMATION
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«I2,I7 There was no Artillery aetivity during the day,the weatbher being ﬁ
auntinngﬂI W ) At the Weggon Lines a Poothball mateh was held, 26th Battery versus 4Ist pattalion,which !
regsulted in a win in our favour by IZ2 to nil.
 2,I12.17 Very little shelling tock place around the Battery.
6 went out of aetion owing to a damaged hore.
'ig'ﬂpggﬁtinn Order was carried ont st 8,20 pm on FREITICHIRN Rosds.Hostile 'planes flew av:r |
‘our back sreas durine the night,the moon being now at the full,and dropped bombs in the vicinity
| 1ieut.Nivison relieved ILieut.Hamilton at the Battery,the latter taking charge of the Weggon
tines.Capt.Colquhoun was still Acting Batlery Commander.
Sel2e 17 An areas shoot by thee enemy took plege to-day many shells fallingy near the Battery. :
Enemy plehes were active,and our anti-sircraft fire was good. L
From ICam %ill 2mm.various targets were engaged by the Batiery,a Group order being carried
out. 1
Tieut.Col.l.acartney inspected the position at IOam. | 11*
A new position for the Centre Jection wae selected by the Quret——HUd e F AT ST AW 2T AR -
and work was gtart ed on gpane |
Our machineg elso eneny :planaﬂ were very active all day ,visibility being good. |
Gunners shand end Driver whitehalr marched in from Hospital to=-day. |
4,12,1% Group orders and counter battery retallations wore carried out during the Agye.
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The following men were decorated by the Corps cormander,Sir willian Birdwood to-day atl
EUVE EGLISE.

gergeant 1.dJ.20binson DeCalie

Corporal C, OCanders Jiokie |
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WAR DIARY

ki 26th Battery, "th Fleld grtillerr Brigde
T Puace | SmE | SUMMARY oF HVEBTS AND LWFOmATION
“eontiaued = 4,12.17 Private williams (A.ui.C. Detsil attached to Battery) TR

| In the YeleCoede tent at the Waggon Lines,in the evening an intercsting debate took
|

[ Place on Conscription.
| la jor Playfair D.S.0. took over uommand of the Right Group.

De 12417 The weather wag now becoming intensely cold,with hcavy froste and some snow falls.
[ A Football match between the 26th snd I07th Batleries resulted in a win for the
former by 40 to nil.

6.,12,17 The Battery was busy moet of the day.lio less than five Operation Orders were carried
| out,and also Bosch working-parties observed from the 0.P,,were fired on and dispersed.

PONT ROUGE Bridge wes ranged on by means of Balloon observatfion.

5,98 and 4.28,approximately I00 rounds fell in the vieinity of the Left Section,but
no serious damage was done. '

7.12.17 No, 6 gun 4991 was to-day aant t0 I.0.0. With dameged bore.

Eighty rounds were fired on a Group Order,and DOULIMONT CROSS ROADS were fired on
' with pood effeot.Observation for ranging was uarr_ied out by balloons.

i Hostile fire was intermittent.

A Football mateh played betweon the 25th and 26th Batteries proved to be a very rough
game.26th won by I4 points to nil.This was the final of the 7th.Field Artillery Brigade
Football Competition,The 26th Battery won a 3ilver Cup which was presented by rieut.col. |
Macartney H.D2K.

8e12417 the day was a quiet one,the vigibility being indifferent. I
At the Waggon Lines a Concert was held in the Y.M.C.,A. tent st night,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1O1/7473



WAR DIARY

26th Battery, 7th Field Artillery Brigade
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PLACE | TIME SWIARY OF EVENTS AND INFORMATION |
e i b L A ST . |

continued 9,I2.17 - 100 rounds were fired on a Group Order,the fire being directed against enemy roads. A 1
few shells fell in rear of the Batlery during the day | |

|

|

; C,0.5th, AustF.a.Brigede
JOeIZ 17 At ITam The Batltery position was inspected by Liaut.cul,oihﬂhnnﬂyfﬁnﬂ the Acting C.0.,

'in view of the former taking over in & few days time.

Phe Centre Section guns were shelled intermittently all day,necessitating the gun crew's
evacuation, At least I000 rounds fell.The dial-sight of Nu.4mm5 hit ,and many shells fell
=var close without doing angt damage.The Center Section WéTé €6 pull out tn-night to their new
paaitiun at -SUPRGRE -4 ds, Hostile 'planes were very busy and apparently the Centre Section
pogition had been registered by the eneny,

o — —— e o SE o mopmmm mm rm e —— — =
i

Centre | | A @roup Order was carried out,IO0 Yo unds being firad on enemy roade,and sn enemy working- |
Section party wae fired on and dispersed with loss.
Colals55.50 Hostile 'planes,Gotha bombing 'planes flew over our back areas during the afternmoon and

borbg fell in the viuinity of the Waggon Iines,The 25th and 26th were grazing horses at the time
and some of the 25th men were hit.The 'planes returned to their own lines safely in spite of
vigorous anti-aircraft fire. |

IT.IZ2. 17 The Trench Lortar Rugby Foothall tesm was to have played the 26th Battery team to-day,but
g8 the former were unable to place their team in the field the match was forfeited.

:
i
|
I
'.
i
!
li

Y
§
|

1

| IR.I8. 17 The vote on the Referendum (2nd.Conseription) was taken to-day.
| General 3ir william Birdwood was expected to inspect the Batteries and Waggon lLines tﬂ-day1

but the inspection was postponed.

Seven GCotha 'planes flew over during the afternoon bombing.Aanti-aireraft fire was very
effective in spite of the cloudy waether.One machine was brought down on its return Jjourney
ggvgzaz;f our 'planes,inside our lines.It is reported that one of the occupants fell into the

De
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VAR  DIARY

<0th Battery, 7th rField Asrtillecy Brisude
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 SWBIMARY OF EVEHTS AND INPORMATION
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12.18.17

L 10e18.1%

gcontinued | tarzets.

The Battery carried out s number of Group Orders,over 300 rounds being fired on verious

Hostile shelling was very light and all guns were in sction at the battery. |

Over 500 rounds wore Lired during the dsy in sccordance with Group Orders.working-

partliens were also fired on and dispersed.

Crosses whieh had lately been under construction bay by rmen of the Battery,were now

i completed,and erected at the graves of the men who fell during the recent offensive, 1

)

| | 14,I8.17

| 1012, 17

¢
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nile

j | amounto: to approximately 500 roundis.There wee very 1ittle return fire.

proximity to the Battiery position.

represented the 7th.Brigade,the 3rd, Divisionsl Avrunition Column being the opponents.is fine

| ond was taken on the 27th.Battery strength, ‘*

At the ieggon lines a Football meteh (Rugby) wae played between the 26th Battery and
th Field jmbulance tesms,and which resultec in a win for the leds former by I3 points to

—

‘ _ :
Arrunition exponded in carrying out Group Orders and firing on hostile working pa:.-ti.ﬂa..!i

The Battery position was inspected towday by the C.R.A.,Brig-Cen.HesW.Crimwade C.u,G.

Hostile artillery was falrly aective,especially 4.2 Batteries.ibout 400 rounds fell in

To=day the guns were ranged and the calfbrations cheoked.
The Divieglonal Artillery Final Football iatch wes played to=day,The 26th Battery

ame resulted in a win for the 26th Battery by 23 points to nil.Brig-Cen.Crimwsde prescnted
he Captain of the wimning team,ldieut.hackellsr with a silver Cups |
ILieuts.Peyton and Hogarth returned from furloush in Pngland, rieut,Hogarth rer-aining on
he Battery strength. , |
Lieut Peyton left the 26th aféer being that Battery's sergeant uajor for over ISmonths |
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WAR DIARY

26th pattery, 7th #leld Artillexy Brigade = .
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e T CIR N SMMLARY OF EVENTS AND INFORLATION Py |
S i | e iRV | E;&ﬁﬁd};ﬂ;ﬁ were fired in the ;:rursa of the day.
RABRRIERER |51 oiTe The ememy shelled in the immediate rear of the Centre Section's new position,necessitating
a temporary evacuation. | L

| Orders were received to make all arrangements to have all guns ready for an immediate | {
switeh of fire down on to ARLENIIERES front.Apparently the possibility of an enemy attack ‘
was expected,lines were luid out snd a new and alternate 0.P, selected at LI BIZET CONVENT | )
| (Celdene59Ts) | | %
| | ‘.J
|

" ETe IR X7 | Battery change over took place to-day,gunners from the battery position being relieved
by gunners from the Waggon Lines.
| An exeiting air-battle took place,7 hostile 'planes atlacking one of our Australisn
Flying Corps Rele8 limchines.The latter outmanoceuvred and broke up the enemy formation.He
‘bepeatedly returned to tle attack and finally the enemy withdrew.
| An Australiasn Rules Foothall mateh was played to-day between the 7th Brigade and l
IDiv:l.nimnal Trench JLortars,the latter winning by o points.

18,1217 During the morning the Batiery position and guns were inspected by Brig-Cen Grimwade,and
| ‘three American 0fficers,Ceneral Barry and Staff,accompanied by the Acting Commsending Officer
| Qur guns were azain busy firing Operation Orders,approximately 200 roubds being fired,

Hostile artillery wae active,a fair number of shells falling around the position,
including some gas shells. |

A very heavy frost had now set in,accompanied by dense fogs and the roads were very
treacherous. |

Lieut.Binnie returned and wae taken on the 26th Battery strength,alter having passed his
examinations at 3t.Johngs Woodyand Lieut.Hamilton was transferred to Srd.DeAi.Ce

R —— e pe——— e =

—_— mm—
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PLACE  TIME

sontivnes | ik, 1Y

20 12,17

21.12,17 |

|
BR.IZ.I7

23.12.17
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WAR  DIARY

26th Battery, 7th Fialﬂ. mulary Brigaﬂe |
SWMARY OF EVENTS AND INFORUATION 1

A .

T SEESS

Opara,tinn orders were carried out ﬁuring the gourse of the day,EGO roundg haing fired.‘
There wse very little enemy fire.

The Right and Centre Sections were relieved to-day by the I4th.Battery,5th pustralian |
Field Artillery Brigsde. |

The ILeft Section Pulled out during the da,;.,r be ing relieved by the I4th Bajtery.
Preparations were being made to move to new Waggon Lines next day.

The Brigade moved off about I0am.

The 26th Battery Waggon Lines were now situated a short distance from CROIX DU BAC,
on the main road leading to that village and about a mile from STEENWERCK.The I0th Battery
4th Brigasde had Just vacated these lines.
| The accomodation congisted of liissen hutg in good repair,and the horse lines were dry
and covered in.Generally the lines were sgimilar to those Jjust evacuated.

CapteColquhoun and some of the Battery sStaff went to the new Battery positionat
LE BIZET,followed by the Right Section gung at night,The front was very qulet,there being
praatieally no artillery sctivity.

lio. 1392’? sergeant {obinson &, J.left this Battery to attand the st.Johns Wood School.

f
| Tieuts, Nivison.Hogarth and Binnie and the remaining guns and crews went into actiom |
Lieut.lackellar wase left in charge of the Waggon lLines. |

The guns were in position in 3 detached ~ections,roughly # mile distance between each 1
Section, The RIVER ILYS ran in the rear of the ﬂattary,tha Centre Section being on the river
bank,The gung were in the open and camouflaged one on either side of a ruined farmhouse, |
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SULMARY OF EVENTS AND INFORATION
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F'H Bﬁttﬂw in
. position

ROe 124 17

. in 3 Sections

f ¥

also two sand bagped cupola dugoutse’he Right snd left Sectlion guns were in pitse covered by
ecupolas,and also screened by ruins.The (fficer's l'ese was in a house which wae quite intaet,.

Tf\t City of AERTINRI: presented a much different appegrance as 1o when this Battery
sulled into action in HOUPLINES in January last.Scercely a dwelling or publis bullding has

R, Sect, 6.20.4.15.45 escaped the Hun ghells.lio eiviliang were permitied to reside in the City,and the streets

were patrolled dey and night by Lilitary rolice.By all appesrances the City had been

a0 §-é*-e’l‘u{':*'cf19 b.20.35 systematically shelled.At this time it was fairly quiet,the only portions receiving hoatile

| (L.Sect C.14.c.8.9.
| A &:II* g 'Jd-14-ﬁ-g ks
24.12,17
25, 12,17

[

26,1217 |

|
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attention being the outlying districts and roads leading towards the trenches,

‘ The gunner's quarters had been mpde very confortable by the addition of stoves,
furniture snd household utensils "borrowed" fron hurrliedly evacuated houses nearbye«at the
Contre Section there was in fact a piano,and many an hour wes pleasantly whiled awaye.

Christmes !'Ve.,lo-day there was much activity about tho sook-house.Sucking pigs were
purchsed,and carte were busy in the neighbouring Towns procuring eatables. The Battery
‘Canteen donated a sum of 900 francs to aselst the Len's mess.Xmas puddings were issued hy
‘the Comfortes Pund,each man having s half-pound allowance.ihe C.ReA. had beer sent to the
‘various RBatteries,and everyone did their.best to make Christmas as merry as eircumstances
would permit. -

A typleal Christmes day for FranceesVhe cold wes intense a&nd snow fell st frequent
‘intervals.along the front only desultory firing could be hearde.larly in the morning the
Battery mess-cart took to the position the xmas provender set apart for the wen at the guns.
‘At both Bettery position and Wasgpon Lines a happy time was spent,and for a while the
hardehips snd monotony of war were forgotten.inas parcels from pustralia feiled to arrive
in time for Christmas,but the Inglish nell brought a googly number, and these in a way made
up for the absence of the Asustralisn mail.. :

-

Two or three rooms in the farmhouse were tenable,and hore the gunuers livedsAt the roar were,

e e T e e A ——— —

Toe-day there was some artillery sotivity,but the visgibllity was poor owing to frequent
sleet and snow stomms.A new sllotment of Inglish leave was now granted %o this Bripade.? men |

per Battary per week being allowed to go on "Blighty? leave

-

See map
marked |

HOUBLINES

i ]

=2
L {
O

-

pos ition |
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WAR DIARY
20th Battery, 7th rield artilloezy urigade
PLACE TIME | SUMLARY OF EVENTS AND INFORMATION =7
SR TR

sentinved

‘No shells have yet fallen near the Right and Centre sections,and great care is being taken
to cover up all tracks in the snow,leading to and from the guns.

 The visibility_ﬁa:aéﬁ_ﬁaa_fﬁifiy'guaﬁ;;iﬁ aﬁ;antﬁgé"ﬁaﬁ_fakﬂn of the weather and thﬁ guns
‘ranged and checked.Bnemy balloons were up sarly,and there was some serial activity.In the night
a hogtlile 4,2 Battery shelled the vicinity of the left Section bubt very little demage was done,

1

No,22830 Cunner Nail was accidently injured whilst serving the gun,loging the top Jjoint of |

a8 finger,and it wee found necescary for him to report to the hogpital.

28.12,17 A very clear day.Qur 'planes were very busy over the trenches and one in particular refused

to be driven off altho'grest numbers of machine gunsg were firing at him in asddition to the Fun

anti-aireraft guns,

| Hostile 'plenes flew over our back areas and wore engaged by owr own machines.
|

£9.12.17 = At the Battery position it was very quiet.Incendiary shells were fired on a
linnenwerfer position,direet hite beinz obtained.

3012.17 - Again it was very quiet amd the visibility wes poor.aibout midday the vicinity of the
k Right Section was shelled by the enemy. A Group Order was carried out and the shooting
reported effective,explosions being observed and the hostile shelling ceasing.

,; ST 12.17 - Tow-day was the Anniversary of the 26th Battery's arrival in France.
; B Sub. gun was teken out of the pit into the open for sniping purposes.I60 rounds were

fired in asccordanmce with an Operation Order,and I20 rounds on trenches and farms,the fire
being very effective. |
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WAR DIARY
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o A
;ﬂ“ql- 26th BATTERY, 7th FISLD ARTILIERY BRIGADE.
; . " SEARHLERY -T.1 8%

Killed in Action ; wﬂ

¥ Jh

18458 Gnr. GENTLE C.G.e Fe 17 0fficers

18944 ™ STINSON LeN. 6m 617 L

2317 "  RYAN 0.J. 11-9-17 g, RO R Ny
19357 Dvr, SHIPWAY C. 11-9&17 .. gty
f&?gg gnr. SUMITH EaGe 11l-9-1;
8744 " SEALE F.Le 11-9=1

24398 S/Se« BARBLETT C.Ce. 1%-9~1; Other Ranxs.

18858 Bdr. DOWLING FeGoe 1l=9wl . . Je £1=l=1Y

32186 Dvr, HERBERT Hede 17-10-17 (sbout) 19002 GO gl

—— - 18713 " OIHEILI' T.lﬂ. 3%:*3_%:;

26472 CROFT Fede -

Died of wounds. | 1;'307 Sgte KILLE J. 21l=5=-1"7

iy oy e 18470 Gnre HARDING Be  22=5-17

SoRR 0 R . AeeD K e e 18633 Bdre BARNARD GeC. 4=6-17

18628 T/Bar. ANDREW HlC. 7=-10~17 20818 Gnr. JORDAN AeFs  4=6s1T

18754 " VEEER ¥4 18e10.2.7 18858 Bdr., DOWLING F«Gs 5=6-17 (2nd Ocdn.)
22782 (Gnr. ANDERSON WeSs 5w6-17
18874 8gte HOGARTH WeiWe ©6-6-17
18652 Bdr. DeDEAR LeGo E"-‘b"l?
18710 Sgte 1GINTOSH Asde 7=6-17
18648L Gnr. ASTILL A.Ha. D=l
18727 A/Bdre QUIGLEY Galle 9-6-17
18645 A/Bdre. COGLE JeoK. 9wb6-17
18925 Dvre. BRHALL S.le  11-7=17
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Wounded in Action

Other Ranks.,
22800 Gnres' GODDARD F.G.
18911 o O'CONNORCJGC
18675 Sgt. HARRISON Ce.E.
18631 Gar. ASTILL A<H.
19279 . GLAZIER SsRs
18956 Far/SgtARMSTRONG R.H.
31123 Gnre DEARE S.Ge
18708 Dvr, MeCARTHY L.l
18916 Gnr. PARNELL ReVe
18731 Dvre RANDALL De
18684 " JARRETT Ea.Le.
12066 Cnr. SMITH WeGaCe
18664 Dvre FRENCH JdeRe
18624 Cpl. AINSWORTH Gelle
18690 Gnr. ENIGHT SeHs
18940 Dvr. SLITH JuCe
22799 Bnr. FARRINGTD N T-
22823 Dvre MASON WeDe
18441 Gnr. COOPER C4Ce
19275 Dvr. FROST O.
826 Gnr, HGGEQRI.A!

18936 A/bdr. SILVERTON P.Ge
1534 Gnr. GALILACHTR MoV
22806 . GREEN H.

22836 Dvr. SANDERS A.R.
19350 Gnr, NELSON H,
18845 " CALLAGHAN P.Ce
19350 Dvr. STAGG F.A.
18470 A/bdr. HARDING E.
18873 Gnr. HARVEY P.U.
18712 T/bdr. NOBLE Ge.H.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

21l=Tw17
ol
£26-8-17
26=8=17
omB=17
11-9-17
11-9=17
11-9=17
11-9-17
11=9=17
11-9=17
11=9=17
11-9=17
11-9-17
11-9=17
11-9=17
11-9-17
11-9=17
11=9=17
11-9=17
22wl
11=9<17
11-9=17
11-9=17
11-9=17
11-9-17
11-2-17
11=9«17
11-9.17
11=9w=17
11=-9=17

WAR

DIARY

CASUALTY 1I38¢%

(2nd Qcecna)

( end Oﬂﬂﬂ.-)

( end Qccne. ]

( contd., )

wounded in Asction,
T OoLher Ranks,

18664

18894 .

26421
20802
oL124
18758
17154
1892 37
27868
19307
9299
187606
24628
18630
394
325811
30554
729
187359
18634
18670

187456

18677
1871
18739
192877
18956
18670
L2802
32516
54408

GNTre
DV,
GNXre

"

"

"

DVTre

G e
"

Sgte
Gar.
DVTe
GNTe
Dvr.

T /Bdr,

GINTre

DVre.

Gnre
"

Gm Jli-l Jl 11-9'-1?
LIDDELL SeRe 11=-9-17
SHEARSTON J. 11=9-17
GODDARD Hed. 11=9=-17
DAVIS GeRe P T
O'NEILL T.le 26=9=17
JGGOULRICK Pe 11-9-17
SHEPEERD WeHse 11=9=17
WILSON He.He 11=-9=17
KILLE Jde el=9w=17
DONOVAN J.de 24=017
WHITEHAIR W. 25-92=17
MeDEROTT HedeR6=9=17
ASPINWALL T, 26-9-17
jacintosh A K.26=9=17
WALKEM GaCe LO=0m17
MACINTOSH CoWe208m9=17
JOHNSTON We RL7=0=17
SHAND Celie S0=9=17
BEGG A S50=0 =17
GOSWELL dee 9S0=9=17
SHINLS JeSe SmlO=17
HII:I:B ErB- 3—10-1’?
HOAKES Pelie S=10=17
SHAND Celie. S=10=17
FADDY TeHe 5=10=17

SILVERTON PeGe7=10=17

GOSWELL JeSe
GANNON Jdelo

7-10-17
7=10-17

BULFORD CoGe 14=10-17

(2nd Qccn. )

{ ord Qccn. )

(Enﬂ. Ocon, )

(2nd Qccne)
( 2nd Qccne.)
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Woundeéd in Action,
OEhﬂr Ranks .

WAR DIARY

. 26ih Battery, 7th Pleld Artille y Brigsie. -

CASUALTY LIST (Contd.)

Accldent Injurede

18699 @nr, Goatley C.L.

32157 Dvre. OFHARA J. 11-10-17 18684 Dvre. JARRETT E.L.
26472 Gnre CROPT F.J. 8=10~17 (2nd QOccn,.) 18757 onr. WHALE Cl.Te.
28429 DVre. BAKER Co.E. 18-=10-17 18700 Sgte MOINTOSH Alde
18884 ﬂ/BdI‘. KAY AJTe 13!1”"1? ‘m Oﬂﬂn.-} 250Y Gnre. Bambrough T.A.
22830 Gnr. NAIL N. 26=12-1"7

18=10wl?

gapper CRUIKSHANKS W.
?Talephonist attached from

Hesdquarters).
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STmleml
9=8=-17
e e

19=-9-17
8=10-17.
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