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INTELLIGENCE NLPORT No,.5506,.ICXAILIA, 1lst JUNE 1916,

Source of INTELLIGENCE,
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I.0. Report by honest but stupid Agent,
KANTARA AR v g T O NN 00w S I 12th Hay 19186
31/5/186. At 'Hod ADU DEARAB Trom. .. .o v.o0 s wissasdSth 20i 17th

By ZAGADAN,EL KHARIG & SHEIKH HEMEID
to BIR EL MAGHARA ARRIVING AT :

IR BRCWAMIEARNKS 5 v aleic v g bmamnm asanmas s BOLIY. ira -wrecs:
roturned at oncs to El Kharig, stayed thore 2 days, then to
"BIR EL MAZAR VIA BIR EL MALEA: at BIR EL HAZAR on...25th

- roturned at once via Bir el Kassalba and Bir ol Gelsi,
passing north.of HOD EL -BAYUD, to HOD ABU DHAHAB which

.+ 'he reached on ...27th. Stayed thére a couple of daye before
coming in, . - | s ' |
REIPORT:- BSaw telograph(or telephonec) l1line from Bir ol Abd
to HOD EL BAYUD whore it stops. T K -

At Zagadan road 1s vigiblo, but.only mado of sand: road is
properly made from Bir el Maghara to Kharig (Ras ol Kharig,
or where thc road orossea wadl el Kharig).
Telegraph (singlo lino on posts) runs N.W. from Bir el
Maghara along the oast of the road, and soms distance from
it to a point about 8 kilos from Bir ol lMaghara; party of
about 10 (in local native dress) working at oxtension of
this line, : |

At laghara saw tents and mon; troops all Turks; many
werc wearing Enveria helmets; pump (horizontal bsam, hand
worked) being made at well; number of tents at wadi and at
well about 100, (Agent very vague about numbers, but estimated
slze of & local camp here well when given timb). (Note
acroplane report Maghara 16th May 10 boll tents: 22nd lay
12 boll tents. J.,8.). : - =

At Bir ol lazar, tents, straw shelters and baggage
camels; number of troops approsimatoly same as at Bir el
Maghara, Saw an aeroplane returning from the direction of
El Arish, passing overhead at 5 p.m. Met an Arab (formerly
ghaffir on telegraph lino at Bir el Abd) about # mile fro
woll and was warned by him not to approach post without aqg

pass.
At BIR EL KASSAIBA. No troops,
At BIR EL GEISI, No troops.

North of Bir el Golel Agent met a native of El1 Arish who in
conversation told him that Jemal Pasha, Kress Pasha, snd
Nimsu(?) Pasha had arrivod at El Arish about the 25th.,
that many troops were arriving down coast (Khan Yunis said
to be full of thom), and that Sonior Officers from Bir el
laxar otc., were going to Bl Arish to meot these Commanders.
(IOTE Agent understood Nimsu to be tho surname of a General
it might be Nim-Sawi - Austrian)

but Pﬂﬂﬁihl‘? 1 e s o o oy S et s s e
Agent A roliable Agent left Ismailia on the 23rd for Auja.
Igmailia ABU WAGFA  23rd ( Nothing.,
1/6/16. GEBZL GUNEIRA 24th ( Fresh tracks of a patrol of 5 camelmon

going north jowards Rigal ol Khalla,
GEBEL LISBNI 28th Nothing excent the tracks of small patrols.,
U AVSIGILA 206ih. Agent saw 6 tents, 2 Arab shelters, .

o g

and 15 soldiers. Thero 1s a motor road to Il Arich whigh
shows signs of' a lot of traffic recontly, troops marching to

El Arish from Auja.
There is a road south through the gorge bstween Goabels
Helal and Dhalfa, but it ias only fit for camelas and horses
and not for carts. \
Agont followed the motor road to Auja, several hundred
men with carts etc had evidently marcheal wegt along it recently.
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SECRET. INTELLIGENCE R%PORT.No,558.ISHAILIA.lst JUNE 1916, (PAGE 2. )
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Agont mot a patrol of & armed Arabs on the roasd, thoy

dld not intorfers with him, -

AUJA.Q7th, Agont aaw west of tho town a line of ontrenchmont

in Jhich.ura 4 puno, 2 bipg, and 2 mountain guns. Round tho

town thoroe "ars abnut “00 tenta, 18 ohelters, 4 stablos for
_horson, and 2 big storo sheds. Ho cstimates tho garrioson
ag 3, 500 ren comtoged aga under, :
600 Gormanag or Austriana
1,800 Turks e
200 Irregulars, Anolze Arabg
1,200 Syrians,

The Gummanﬂant 1s caid to bo Bahgat an and with him ig an

Egyptian called Ismall Boy el Masri,

Agont saw about 100 ridirig camels, 200 trunawart carals
“and 200 hotscéa. Tast of tho wadl aro 2 big m=mm tents for
aoroplancc, Agont saw an asoroplane fly overhead going from

Saba towardﬂ El Arlsh, It had a big crops on ito wings.

. The pumping atation is east of tho town.

Agent hsard thati-

(I) 2 "taburs" of Germans and &untrians had left Anje for
El Arish about the 24th or 25th,

(2) An asroplens flying from Jerusalem south, foll at Hobron
The six bombs in it burst, killing a verv senior Officer
who was 8 pasgenger and tho pilot, anothor Oifigor.

‘Tho railway station is solith of the tawn it has.3 sidingas.

Agent saw at tho station 2 trains, ono of 6 trucle loadsd

with grain, the 2nd of 9 truckse lﬂadm& with sleopers,; ralls

BV . 5

Agent slopt night of 27th at Biroin,

The railﬂay dogg not go to Bircin but branchaa off west
gbout 4 milse to tho north of fIt.

| Rall-head 1o aomc six miles north of Kossaima and

“embankment head ia betwoon ?g end 2% north.

The rallway will oventuall Eo to Kﬂasaima but paso betwean

Kossaima and Mowellleh.,

Agont returned via Abraguin-esth wadi Letheili Eﬁth

(wherc he saw a amall patrol going to Bir Hamma) wadi Rodh

Salem 29th Gebel Um Mukhasoa Bﬂth, seoing nﬂthing of

1mpﬂrtanco.

S S

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG101/7493



S ECR BE.T,

. — — . —— T W T e S i
B i i e e e

ak INTRLLIGENCE REPORT.I0,.,537,I15MAILIA, 2nd JUKS 1914,

source of LHPELLIGENCH

Agzent A now but fairly reliable Agzent left Ismallia on 25th XwazlVAY
Ismailia  for Kossaima and lassana. Ho reportsi-

2/3/16. DAXEG 26%h { Wothing to report.

GuBAL AL UREF 26th

On 2dth M¥May Ascnt crossod ths rood from Maghars o Gebel ol
Urf. ‘Thig ho roports to be matalled whore nacesssary. ,
BRI OR RAKCIR 27thiav, Rothing exoopt the tracks of
numerous patrols.

On 28th ho crossed the road from Hagsana to llaghara, this

is well metalled,

L, ABRAGRIN 28%h,Nothing,

In wodi ol Arish on 28th, Agent saw a patrol of 15 Arabs
riding N.E. towards Auja.

KOSSATHA 29th, Agent saw 5 tents only, & gtone houscs
Torieinal pulldings of post) and 2 wooden steres which are
gaid to be full of storos. Agont sew no solidiers. ind only
gdome 25 to $0 worlmoan Peéasants fLrom Gaza wad sre smployed,

There are 2 clsterns 4 by 5 by 1: metrcs c¢seep, wiich
arc kept full of watar from the spring. A pumping engine
draws water from thexe.

Tho reilway ombankmsnt now hes passed Lossalma, Keep-
ing somewhat to tho north. Thevrc are no rails on 1t.

fAgent followod this ombanlmenut back towsrds Hasaana.,
T+ crosges wadl ol Arish a littls to ths nortii OF the
motor road and embankment hoad is now sore O kilos west of
wadi ol Arish. There are 170 Syriens worlking there, under
9 Germans and 4 Turkish cagineers.

Tharo are 6 hubki and 1 shelter at exbarliment head,

On the motor road closc by 2 cupty notor cers were standing.

Tho proposed line of fhe embentment lg marked out by
wooden pegs with little red and grecn flags; at every 86th
peg thero ies an ircn post.

Hacgane Z0th. Agsnt saw sbout 200 tente, huts, ghelterg etc
ccaiiered &ll over the placo. There are only some 400
mupl-ish end Syrian soldlers, end 0 Bestern Areabs,

There are 2 hougses near the reservoir, they ore about
oy metres long by 12 wido by & high, Une is practicsally
finishod. There are 6 wooden storcs whefe food is sold.
100 transport cancls, 80 horses and X240 rules.

Agent saw no coroplenss thoro, <
Agent saw 5 big guns east o the pogt and 1 enti-alrcraflt
gun in the niddle of 1o CAMD.

Asonit roturned vie Il lehadein,ZOth.

On 5lst east of Gedeire agent saw & patrol of 15 camoloen
going towards Um MNulkhisholb, Yething further of interost

was Bscoll.

e — P ———— R i
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source of INTELLIGENCE.,

1.0, Examination of Turkish Prisoner cepturcd at Hod Salmana
Kantara on 3lst llay 1918,

2/6/16.

Bofore daylight on tho 2lat a Beoduin opy brought news of the
approach of 2 - 3,000 mountced onemy. 40 of tho Garrison rodo
eway on camels towards Bir cl Mazar; 10 were loft bohingd
without camels, Those hid thomselves in the busheg; 4 of
them opcned T'irc on our approach; prisonor did not fire but
gavo up his gun and was capturod. OFf these 10, four wero k
killod, prisoner wag captured, and § others cscapod tempor-
arily, 3
At Hod Salmana on the 30th May there wore 40 riflomen
mountod on camcls (Syrian Camel Corps) 15 bapggage camels
hept them suppliod with rations, and 10 camoclmen looking after
thogco., Thore wes anothor post at Bir Salmana. At EHod el
Bayud thore wore 50 Boduing and a Turkish Officer, namod
Puctala Lffendl, and also at Bir el Ganadil there were 50
Bvduins, Tho Officer in charge of the post at Hod Salmana
wag a Turkiash Sergcant (Bili Sulimen).
One "Tabur" (ogual to 10 companiocs,. each company 150
mon) was sgsent from El Arish to Bir ol Hazar for 10 dayes and
roturned to ¥l Arieh. . Bedulns from Bir -el Bayud do wholo day
patrols towards our rail-heoad, going as unarmed spies,
Their duty is to observe and gather informetion. * The Turkish
garrisons do the night patrole, simply guarding thoir front,
Commander in Chief of the expedition is Soma Pashs;
Prisonor's Regimont: Rogimeontal Conmander, Sami Bey!
prisonor's Company commander Abdelaziz. Commander at Bir saba,
Bahgat Boy. All above aro Turks. The Commander at El Arish
Von Kross Pasha,
Inemy transport camole 50,000 ? between Bir Ssba and -
El Arish. = A
. Prisoner was at Bir Saba 2 months ago; when thers '
very large siclkness from 100 to 200 dying daily.
Beduin wemen approach British front and return with
information to onemy, ' :
At E1 Arish on 25th May, prisonor saw 4 nachire- guns
mounted to firo at acrorlanes. These guns were mounted in
airs, . *
% 3 Taburs" (4,000 men) at Ll Arish with 3 German Officers
11 At:Bir Saba 2 aeroplanes which use El Arish ss temporary basei
I'— Aeroplane landing at a placo one hour south of Bl Arish, |
: . Neither Bir ol Mazar or Hod Salmana arse strongly forti-
fiod, ¢

=

e

TR R |

I P

-~ Rumour states that tho British are building a railway to
Il Arish and that the Turks will fight to stop it., ©= '°=°
That many guns arc boing brought to El Arish and also many
troops, and that after Ramradan tho main body will advance

to Xatia, while other columns will procoed against Ismailia
and Suez, > - :

WL B S e mmn —em .—.-l...—- el R e L T pe———
L e R R
n

Information Information from tho Arabs at tho Markot is never vory
From trustworthy. To day's report appearg to bo most un-

Arab llarket. reliablo.

E/ﬁ/lﬂ. (1) An Ayayda Arab states that Lhabret Zohrsa in wadl Mukh-

shoib ic 2/3 full of water. -

4 cisterns at Haraba lubashia aro * full of water.

Haraba Hassan MNohsin 1s 8/3 full of water.

ot A Turkigh Patrol of one Officer and 9 camelmon visited
Haraba el lubashla on the 22nd and returned to Rodh S5alem,

e ——

e
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BIR EL JIFJAFA 27th May, No nost.
RODE SALEM 28th, 10 tents, 200 Turkish soldiers, 25 workmen
30 armed Arabs, and 2 German Offlicers. There sare 2 mountain
guns and 20 transport camels. There arc 16 wclls altogether,
all about 2 metres deep,and 6 hand »umps on differont wells.

The motor road and telegraph has reachsd Rodh Salomn.
ILAGHARA 30th. About 10C tentsy 1,300 soldiors of whom 500 aro
Gormang; 2 German and 1 Turkish Officor; 3 horses; 40 riding =
and 850 transport camels. 3 wells and a tank 8 mstres by 5
and 1 metre deep. : .

The road botween Maghara and rodh Salem -is not metalled
only cleared of sand. There is a daily patrol betwden the 2
placos. 4 '

(2} Another Ayayda Arab vieited, El Arish ori the £3th. About 200
tents, 1,000 soldiers of whom about 100 arc Germans; 140
camels; 50 horses and 60 rules. ’

Between Fagira and the camp arc 4 big tents in which 4 aero-
planes are kept. The Arab saw onc acroplane fly to the west,
it had a black cross on its wing.

Between the town and the camp there iz a line of sntronch
ment in which aro 4 guns and weat of the town aro & guns,

5 soldiers and 6 camcls were killed in the recent bombardment
of Bl Arish,

He gaw 15 cumols laden with supplies arrive at i1 Arish
from Rafa.

Baetween tho camp and the line of entrenchment are 2 hig
white tents 1in which the ammunition is kept, it has a guard
of 30 soldiers who live in 5 small tents cloes at hand,

BIR EL KMAZAR 28th, About 100 German and. Turkish soldiers
30 Arabsg, 40 riding camels and 10 horses,

North of the well are 4 mountain, and 3 machine guns,
BIR EL MILHA 27th. A patrol of 30 camelmen from Lagame wsre
watering at the well.

T g e e g e e e o S W S R S AN GE G G AN R e
T S e ] gl i i e S — —— — — —— g — — e T

Agont A Trusptworthy Agent who left Ismallis on ths 26th May for

lomailia " Bir Hagzar and El Arich, reports :-

2/6/18. BIR MADKUR 26th, Well f£illod in, no water,
HOD EL MUEAMMAIL 27th, Tracks of many cavalry psatrols,
BIR &L MJAZAR Z8th. Agont gaw 1,000 regular soldisrs and
500 armed Arab camelmen (Sawarks and Rerrabin) 500 of the
regulars are Germans end the remaindcr Turks. Hussein Eff is
Commandant. Theére are 6 gung, sbout 12 ems in diamctem and
2 metres long, on tho high ground north west of the well,
Botweon the gung and tho wcll 1s a housgo in which raetions are
gtorod. Tho tclograph Of'fice is in a woodon klosk a 1littloe
N of the houco.

Agont gaw 800 riding and 500 transport camels at the
pﬂﬂt-

El, ARISH 29th. Agent saw about 2,400 scldicrs at E1 Arish of
whom 4C0 wore Germans, 1,800 Turks and 200 Syrians. The
-+ majority of the troops were drilling or doing muscketry,

couth of' the town and west of the wadl Agent saw 500
tonts, only 200 of which werc erected. The remaindcr which aro
more or lops sand coloured, are stretched flat on the ground mx
over dug out holes where the men live. An opening is left
for ventilation,

The hospital ig east of the camp and conslsta of £0
toents over which flles a plaln yellow flag. S,W, of ths -
town noar the telegraph line to lFazar are 7 guns undep
tarpaulins, Agent saw no guns in the line of entrenchments

aoutly of the town,

— e —
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ten
Agont saw TXS houscs in the town which had been hit during
the bﬂmharﬁmant. Ho heard that 2 Officers, 35 soldiers, 5
camels ani 2 hersos wore killed,
Bo wae %cld thﬂt geaplanss helped the battleships in their
renge Tinding,
After -ursct on the 29th Agent saw some one arrive from
Maggaliee iin o carriage drawn by 4 horses. He could not gee
who wao iudlae because of & red silk ccvering. Fe was told
that 14 wos ©a) Rey, 2 Muslim of ovidsnt importance as a
guard o lLicnour ¥ae turned ocut to receive ham.
Abokt 1L hiur later a bugle was sounded and it was announced
that reintorcements wore oxpected from Jafa.

Agent left Kl Arish on the morning of the 30th; Abu
Libd night of “Gth, Bl Ugdli 3lst. Lﬂeidet Um Kasr lqt June mm

end then in, seeing nothing worth renorting,

e i i i T S —
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Hﬂmurce of THTELLIGENCE,

R D L R R T R R S T N L I T s S L T N T T T e T s s o S s e e s T I e e i et e e e —
1.0, Examinatlon of wounded Punjabl liohammedan prisoner covturocd
Kantara from tho enomy at Hod Salmana on Zlst Llay 1916 .

3/6/18. By
Prisoner was at Hod Zalmana with 60 Turlks mounted on
Camels, and 10 Indian Moharmedans dismounted, all belonging
to tho sane recimsnt,

Beduln Hpios brought in news very ocarly on 5lst. ult.,
that British Troops were approaching., The mounted Turls
denarted sast, and the 10 Indiane were left, of them '7? were
Filled,

Beduln Spies and Beduin womon with flocks watch British
novements and brinz in news.

At Ganadil a post of 50 Boduine on camsls, and at Bayud
a nost of 80 Dedunine on-camels; all in native dress, not
uniform,

At liazar two Infantry rogiments and one camel regiment,
each regiment 1,500 men. One infantry reginent is 10
Companleg; each conpany has a Turlish Sergeant Lajor,
Prigoncr saw one of these buropeans at Hazar.

furks send out patrols ot night and early norning, half
& dozen men each on their front and flanks,
| Prigoner knew the meme of Saml Bey as being a big

e | Commandsr at Bir Saba,
ik - i 15,000 camols camo latecly fror Blr Sabs to i1 Arish
: unladen, _ \

/ A Convoy - of 1,000 camels brings food and waten
,from El Arigh to Lazar every 10 days. VWater bad at Salmena,
/ Prigoner voluntscred information that 18 Indiana, who
/f deserted last Autumn from Indian troops on the Canal were all
sent to Conatantinopls, and are still there, /
/ The 10 Indians with whom he was wore saluchis, Pathans,

7 and Hazanag. | ‘

e A i w— T E— T S S S g e
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Agont f A very reliable Azent left Ismailia on the 27th for Hagharhﬁ

Ismailis Hamma and Rodh Salem, and renportet-

4/c/16 Ds.'ep SUth ( Nothing to vevort, )
GEBLT, GEDEIRA 23th ' \
The road between Gebel el Urf and Bir ol i'elhi is not metalldd
it is a good road but not for wheeled tralfic,
BIR TL METHT 28th, No post. Yorlkren have decnened the well
and increaged tllo watsr asupphly, but the water is still very
brfkish, A trouch has been made aud the Arabs have besn '\
told that a pump ie going to bs erected. The wopkmen have -
gone and thers is no ono there but Arabs with their flocks., |
WAGHARA 22th. Agont saw 20 tentes, 7 Arab shelters, 20 soldiers
40 armed Arabs and 40 workmen, Comandant Nur Lff,
Thers are 2 tanks about 30 metres by 2, slso several long
Kmoﬂan drinkings trocughs. A pumping engine fills thege.

third tank i1s in course of congtruction,
: Acent saw 2 small mountain gunsg; and 150 camelp of
whom 70 were carrying telsphone poles. |
2 Turkish enginesrs viaited lMaghara recently and climbdd
the 2 tallest hills in the neighbourhcod, with a view to
placing anti-aircraft guns in position, :
EIR U WoRIB 30th, Agent hsard firing at kaghara. *
ihe well hag becen cleared snd & pipe brings water down hill
0O & tank 20 metres by 2., Close to tiie tank is & tent contain-.
ing 4 scldiers. The bars gpace renorted by aecrorlane was
&leared for & canp.
BIR L HANHA 3Jlsts Agent saw 15 tents,3d Arab shelters;40
goldierg; no workumcng 50 camels. Tliero is a tank 20 metros

._.I..J’
by & and algo long wooden drinking troughs and e faid sized
Ja Yol 0,
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bgilding contai?ing stores,
RODH SALEM lst June, Agent saw 35 tentas, 6 Arab shslters
end 80 soldiers; no workmen,
A patrol of 150 cemolmon who uscd Rodh Salem as theip
bago have beon rocallod by Bahgat Boy to Saba,
Agent did not approach the wells nor tank.
He msaw 2 mountaln guns and 50 camels.
He was told by Arabs that:-
(1) Two "taburs" had been sent from Shellal to E1 Arish,
They wero "Aghwan" (Afghan?) who had served in the
British Army.
(2) Buildings are being erected at Hassana for aeroplanss,
Agent passed Jifjafa on lst June. The wells aro desorted,
Um Merjem, Katldb ¢s Sebha 2nd, and Tagsa 3rd,
Nothing further to report.

e S — — e — i S
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SULMMARY OF IRTELLIGENCE FOR THE PERIOD
S0th Mey to 5th JUNE 1015 INCLUSIVE,
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4 difforent Agonts havo brought in news during thec weolr of

tho reinforcement of ¥l Arish by German ard Austrian troops

7 from Baba via Auja, while two othor Agents state 11 Arish io
being roinforced along the coast road from Lhan Tunis and
Shollal. One of tho two lattor statos that 2 "taburs" of

/,ﬁ' gcldiers who have alreaﬁy corved in the Indian Arwy are being
gent to Bl Arigh from Shellal. There ieg partial confirmation

1f#f; of the latter statoment by two Indians who stato that tlioy had

/: - Dbeon diacharged from the Indian Army, having besn taken

A mi st prisoner at Hod Ssglmana.

Arab rumour has 1t that Katia is to bo attackod ver
shortly while at the same time & denonstration will be made
against tho centre scection of defence.

et Theo railway embankment 1s being pushed on as fest as possible.
The latest nows 1g that it is 8 kilos west of wadi ol Arish
2 O Just north of the motor road between lossaima and Hassans,

The embankment ig probably only required across wadi beds
or low lying placos.

Rail-head 1a reported as 6 kilos rorth & oast of Koassgsaima,

ol g kil e S S cmls S ol S

Thero 1s talk of an asrodromo being made at Hassana, but
aeroplane roconnalissanco wasg unable to locate it.

- S R S G R mel e W e wos —

Large stone and coment tanks for ptoring water are being mads
at Maghara, Hamma and Rodh Salem. In fact all preparations
are being steadlly pushod forward to facilitate an advance in
force as soon as tho railway reachos Hassana.

e — R S S S o S WS S o

Lt Colonecl
Chief Intellligsnco Officer
ilgsmailia.
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INTELLIGENCE REPORT.No.562,ISMAILIA. 8th JUNE 1916,
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Intelligenco  An Arab who has beon sllowed to oross trs Cami g mr
| , cross the Canal and
gffice | it wag arranged should first visit Rodh Salem reportg?f
aﬁgﬁilia.- WADI UM MUKHSHEIB 5-6-18, Holya Um Mukhsheib full of water
. 16, onough to supply 100 camels with water a day.

KHABRET ZOHRA full of water.enou to -

Eéth e =l a%day. . gh supply 500 600 camels
ABRA HABBAL full of water: water enou

80 camels in a day. PR N f

soven Harabas of Haraba el Mebashia. full of watop

ROHD SALEM, Arab states that ho was at Rodh Salem from mid.

day to sunset on 6th ingt, and reports 30 tents; 100 camsl

Corps with their camels and 50 infantry, all theeo troops

TURKS,

FOTE... His otory is untruyo and it is inorcdi®io that h
| @ was at
Rodh Salem on 6th. Flying report morning of 6th, givces
7 tonts, no men nor camels to bo seon.

“'_w““ﬂ_-——_-ﬁﬁ_--—'# e
- g
_—ﬂh-hﬂ—v_-—--—-—“_-—““".—r— FE——
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INTELLIGEKCE REPORT.No,563,ISMAILIA. 9th JUlx. 1916,

source of INTELLIGENCE.,

Tolegraph Office Telogranh communication beotween TOR & ABU ZEHIHE“ *
SUEZ 9/6/18. interrupted since this morning.

Agent A trustworthy Agent loft Ismailia 2nd June for Nekhl

Ismailia on foot,

9/6/16. Ho pasaod south of E1 Tassa where he heard firing and heard

on nilg reutrn that 3 camels had beor killed and onse woundod,

Ll the pucperty of the Lyaida. ~

He melb a brether ab Zeghelm (N,W. of Gebol Um Makhassa) and

told niu tO 20 to Lvah Salem(Fote. see rewort No.582 of

yesierday) HBe Drocseded via Shelaill Z3rd June and south of

Thewassa 4th June. Hast of Themada he saw tracks of & camel

patrol of six men going from Nekhl to Themada and returning

on ord or 4th.

NEETL. Fvenira of 5th., He slept in a tent north of tho town

with Arvabs. (Tosha and Torabin) in Turkish cmplay,

TROOPL AT REEKHL, Aboul 350. Heostly Turkas, " °
but scmne Syrizans
2 German OfTicers
Commancant is a Turk
o0 ridirg camels including camels of
Arab grides.
=0 horsos
10 mules.

The large tank is full of water.

Men are nosted on high grcund to give warning of acroplanes

80 that Garricon can gel to thoir dug-outs.

8 mcuntaia guns near the town, 4 to the S.W. and 4 to N.E,

Tenve HJ,- 186 5.W. of town: 35 N,E, of town,

Ho hesid: -

(1) That a patrol of 20 Arabs left Nekhl evening of 4th for
Ain Sudr to be stationod there.

(2) That some tims orevicusly a bomb had killed a man
(Mchammed Agha) his wife end his dauzhter in law.
Another bomb killing a Turkigh Cfficer and 2 men.

NOTE. (Frosumably bombs drooped on 1%th Yay)

(2) That about 20 femilies of Bultat Arabs from near Dhaba
(Hajaz Coagti) have moved to nesr Ain Sudr on account of
lack of fccd in their own country. °

(4) Thet the smmunition at Jekhl iz buried a short distanco
oast of the detachsd bulldings K, E. of the town, and
rocfod over and covered with sand,

On morning of 6th Agent saw S0 camels carryling stores arrive

by the Kogsalma rcad., Tweniy camsel.- drivers Arab and Syrian

with them.

Agent, left on morning of 6th passging north of Giddl where

ho saw 4 Arsbs watering camals.

lernirg of 8th at Ashuti he saw one of our aeroplanes

going towardas W. Um lMukhshelb - Anothsr which came from

rnorth gseemed to be firing over Makhazin.

e B I R Y T T
T —. — i — iy et Ay iy P S A S b e i

ABU ZENIKA INTELLIGENCE RLPORT,

May 3lst. An Agent reportcecd that the Turkish Offficer at. wadi
Ginoh had givon ordere that Arabs wers not to take charcoal ’
to Abu Zenima and had posgsited Arab plecgquets to enforco his
orders., Arabe were directod to take their charcosl to W.

Gineh or Nekhl where they were to rscsive a bushel ¢f grain

for a gack of charccal. NOTE by Abu Zcnima:- A bad bargain

for the Arabs.

JUNE 2nd. An Agent reported that Shelkh Hoesir had been ordored
by the Turkish Officor at W,Ginneh to collect all watecr tenks
from the minag at Um Bogma. Arrangemonts were meds from Abu
Zenima to meet such a party, but they did not appear.

The tanka have been brought in to Abd Zenima,
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I.0, An Agent who proccedod yesterday to warn Arabs that markot
would no longer be held outaide our lines heard that a
Ismailia hostile asroplano had four days previously droppod bombs
10/6/16. in the Katia aros.
The death is reported at Um Mukhsheib about 40 daya
ago of' Amor Ayad, a Shoikh of tho Ayaida, at the age of
70, This person was the horedltary holder of tho poot of
"Mubashaa" over a distriot oxtending as far as Hebron, it
being recognised among the Arabs as within his powers to
test persons accused of crimos with tho ordoal by fire,
Ho poesessed a great reputation. Hig death is attributed
to the discourtesy shown hin by the Commander at Nekhl which
80 chagrinod him that ho took to his bod and nevor rocovered,

S S e A w— e — - Hn—m—r-——-l-.—lq--—-.-l----
R T T —— -—l--n--l-u—l—h-—l-l—-—-_“—-.-

1.0, Agent met an Arab as pre-arrangod who told him the following:-
SURZ, (1) He had been to Bir Maghare on 3rd June, He saw a doad
10/6/18., camol at the wdll paid to have been killed by a bomb from

an aeroplanc. The Haghara post is small in numbers,

(2) He heard at Maghara that an enemy patrol under an
Officor named Masril had left Hassana for Rodh Salem
and was making for Moiya Harab. The Arab lsft Maghara
for lioiya Harbb and found tho tracks of the patrol
(strongth 30) in the wadi Shelaiil on the 4th inst,
This patrol was seon by him at Moiya Harab on ovening
of tho 5th and left on tho 8th for Rodh Salem and Hagssans,,
It 1s sald to have been pent to try and capture the
Shallufa patrol on its way to wadi Um Mukhshoib & Giddi,
An Arab called Id Amor wag guido to the Turkish patrol
and was left at Moiya Harab to get information of our
patrols. He has orders to report such news immediately
to Rodh Salem where thore are now 8 toents,

The Arab who gave the above information recommends that our

patrols should keep a sharp look-out when neap Giddl and Um

Mukhghoib,

i e P — " — — — e i W i g — i
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Source of : IﬁfELLIGEHGE.
:::::::::ﬁ::::::::::::::::::::::;::::::::::::::::::::::::;ﬁtﬁ:r::::::::h:::::::
SUEZ TOR telegraph communication restored this morning
TELEGRAPH OFFICE “at 0800,

11/6/186.

g CONTINUATION OF BUEZ AGENT'S REPORT contained in Report

SUEZ No.564,

10/6/186. Agent heard that a Gorman named Franl accompanied by a

guide named Suleiman Forelg (Lehaiwat tribe) rccently went to
Bir el Abd where they saw a British patrol. Frank wished to
fire on 1t but the Arab stopped him, belng afrald. An alter-
cation ensuocd. Frank got on his camel and returned to il Arihh

. and reported the Arab who followed him to El Arish. Frank is
sald to havo been fined 70 Napeleonsg and sent to Bir Hl1 Saba
and the Arab imprisonod at El Arish,

On 7th June. Agent vipited Giddi -~ All clear - Plenty of

wator in the Giddl wator holes as also in the Um Mukhsheib

clsterns.

8th Junc, Towal - All clear - Littlo water, |

F Gobab - All clear - Littlo water.

9th Juno. BEarly morning. Wedi El Haj.All cloar. )

Agent heard that the Garrisons st Hassans and Nekhl have

been very considerably reduced recently.

No signs of any hostile movemont.

Telephone lines betwwon BIR MAGHARA and BIR BAYUD and betwoon

GEBEL HISN and RAS EL GIEDI aro said to have becn completed.
NOTE.. This 1s corroct as regards the lattor but the MAGHARA - BIR

BAYUD line does not appear to have got very far on its way .

I e i i e W S, A ey, ) S B i i — v #
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Agent A very trustworthy Agent proceeded on 4-6-16 to Bir ol MAZAR
Ismailia and EL ARISH. |
11/8/16. EL HAWAWISH 4-6-16 (  Nothing.

S.o0f HOD EL BAYUD,.S5=6~16 (

BIR EL WAZAR 6-6-16, Agent saw about 50 tents, 60 Shelters
from the sun made of waterproof sheets with & stick in the
middle and the four corners roped to pogs. '
Troops conaistod of about 800 Turks, 500 Germans, 200 Syrians
and 100 Arabs - the Turks wearing on their heads black caps_
tho Germens smallish Khaki Grgm Hats, and the Syrians and
Arabes kerchiefs and head-ropes,(The Arabs were from Arabla,)

- Animals - about 900 transport camels, 70 riding camels
o0 horscoe and 15 mules.

To tho west of Woli's tomb is a work with gix guns,
each about 1% metros long and covered with tarpaulins.

/ In tho afternoon (8-6-16) Agont saw a hostile aeroplans
flying high from tho direction of E1 Arish. It turned over
MAZAR and went back,

Agent slept sast of BIR EL MAZAR and arrived EL ARISH
noon 7-8-16 - S,E, of the Fort about 90 tents; 25 shelters;
Troope 1,000 Turks,700 Germans, 300 Syrians and 50 Arabsg
(of Arabia) 1,000 transport camels, 80 riding camels and 70
horses. To the wost of the gravoyard (weet of the fort)
1s a small work with 4 big guns covered with tarpaulins.

The guns about 2 metros long.

On high ground directly south of BIR ATWAN is another
emall work with 2 similar guns,

south of the tents is a trench about 40 metres long by
5 metres broad, parts of it covered with torpaulins. Hany
goldiers were moving in and ocut of 1it.
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SEORET, INTELLIGENCE RZPORT.No,565, ISUATLIA. 12th JUNE 1216, (PAGE 2.)
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North of EL FAGIRA aro 2 wooden H oac] o8 deteagee.
long by 10 metres broad by 4.met?gggﬁigh?aﬂh gt R
The Commandant LI ARISH is said to be Mumtaz Bey
In the afternoon of the 7-8-18 Agont saw a Turkish aa%nnlanm
land near these Hangars and saw 1t taken inside one of them
Agent left El Arish in the afternocon 7=~0=1€ and slept ﬁﬂt

west of [l Masml. The next night he sl
having travelled asouth of MAZ&%? i o £ L

South of KATIB EL JEFEIR 9-6-16. Nothing,

. e O . S —
R G el e . S— ——
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INTELLIGEYNCE REPORT.No,.588.I3MAILIA, lﬁth JUI'E 1916

source of “ETTTIGEnLu. 5:3
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AGENT Left Ismailia on 6-~6-16 for iolhi, Haghara, Um Werib, Hamma
lenailia and Rocdh Sailam,
13/6/18., DIEEC 8lh, Nothing. . |
N, of YEGETRA 7th. 350 ocamelw: grezing.
Bl ”yJuL_Szh. No post., A litile te the N. of the Bir
& @nasl wotdon trough was oonstrustsd for cansls to water
from. A&pPJ reoard whlle he was at Bir Bl lMeini thet there
were tents Lo the E, of BL Ker.mla and worikmen aloaring the
sand, which the wind continually covers thoe road with, from
off ike surface.of the road. Agent rspocrls ian tho road
passes Irom the & of the Bir el Lisihl to Gehel El Urf pasging
by the east of herﬁimia and that although 1t la nﬂt metalled
"fit/~ ' 4t isfifor motor cars to travel., _
EE.ngié:_;gﬁg* Agsnt eaw 16 tentm; 5 shelters; 60 Svrian
goldierse and worknsm; 7 German Ehgineers who ave rasnonaiblﬁ
for the constiruction of water pipes, basing and regervoirs:
also & Arang fvom the Terrabin tribe mounted cn camels |
~ 2 horses one of which was brought from the nsighbourhood
of Katia by one Arab of the Mesdsald tviba who agold it to the
Commandant of Maghars bost,named Nur Ef®, for L.T, 7.
This Masscudl whose name is Husssin LEgeil did sell another
Britisn horse for L,T. 6 at Hamma ,

There 1is a bacln bullt with stoneg and cement about 7
metres long by 1j nstirog broad and a wooden trough constructed
north of the'hlg well”#1l Haiira", Both the basin and the
trough receive water through pipes from the engine working on
the sald Bir. Thoro ig 8lso another wooden trough risar
Blr "B1 Emara" which is fed the same way.
| A breastwork of stones was seen a little to th@ north
of the wells which Agent learnt to bs a 1line of deferce.

~No gune were seen at lMaghara,

- "7 15 camels wers géen loaded with wooden poles and
procead;ag in a northerly direction towards a place called

- ' Nagb el Sheikh (Shsikh Hemeid),

. Agent heoard wnile he was at Ma%hara that H Eritish
abroplanes visited there on Friday (2-6-16) and dropped
mﬂre than 30 bombs, burning ons tent snd all its contents
which wore 2 bnxea of ammunition, 68 rifles and a fowel
' coop, and broke one of the water pipes which was aftorwards
repaired. -

UM WERIB 9-C=16, Agent saw 2 tents, 2 German Enginsers

and 9 Syrilan worrmen. Water is liftad from Bir Un Werib

by means of a hand pump. |

EL HAVMA 10-6-16, Agent saw 15 tents, 3 ehelters, 40 Syrian
rmed goldiers and workmen,

here ars 5 wella all full of water at El Hamma. On the middle
well a hand pump has been orected which feeds a pipe to
'a, long wooden drinking trough.

15 camels loaded wilth rations arrived at Hamma on
9-6~18,the day before the Agent was there.

Rodh alem evening of 10-6~16., Agent saw 9 tents; 2 sheslters;
30 Syrians,half of whom wsre armed,and the other half woere
only workmen; one wooden stove Whﬂ“ﬁ rations are kapt

There are 3 wells all full of water at Rodh Salem,

On the miidle well there is & pump which feeds sa long wooden
drinking trough close by, '

N.Ws of the tenta there is a trench about ¢ metres long
No guns geen at Rodi. Salem,

Agent return via Gebel el Urf end Aarid. oS
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SEGR?E. IﬂTELEIGEHGE REPORT .No,568,ISUAILIA, 13th JUNE 1916, (PAGE 2.)
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Agent A fairly reliable Agent left Ismailia 4-3-16 for Melhi
Ismailis  Maghara, Hs Sirr, Hamma, Rodh Salom,
13-6-186, This Agents report confirms most of the statements made by
previous agent on Page 1 of this report.
ABU WAGIF 5-8.16, Nothing.
GIED . R . Nothing
Near Bir el Helhi Agent saw the tracks of 3 riding
cemels going from Gebel Hameiyir to Jifjafa, West of Melhi
there are 2 piles of timber which e work party of one German
ongineer and 9 Syrian workmen are laying across the road.
The well at Bir ol Melhi hasg been lined with concrete
The woter is rather bitter. There woré no slgns of this
place having been occupied recently, nor were there any
gigns of patrols.
Maghara 7-6-16, Confirme previous Agent's report,
- Agent reports that he hoard from A Lohsiwat Arabd
that a patrol of 20 Syrian Camelmen had 1sft the night
previously for Bayud. The Arab stated that all patrols
were very busy at nights, and that provisions wore constantly
being brought from Haspana,
liaghara ig connected up mxkk by telephone with BAYUD
and HAMMA from an instrument in Fur EffVe tent.
BES SIRR. 8-6-16, No post, The ovens previously reported
herc have all been removed.
HAMNA 9-.6-16., Near Hamma in the wadi thers are 3 large
Ehaliira ai:d 15 tents. ' There 1s very little wator in the
wells, -
The post here conglsts of One Turkish Officer and 40 soldiors
Syrians and Turks(Agent dosg not know the name of the Officer)
One wooden hut uged as an Office contains the telephone
ingtrument, Another wooden hut contains stores(quantity
unknown) . | -
RODH SALFM 10-6-16. Confirms previous roport.Page 1, -
Agent also states that the tents at Magharas are protected
from obgervation from above by branches of trees.
Agent heard from an Arab that there were a rumber of casges
of Cholera at 11 Auja and Saba, :
Agent left Rodh Salem evening of 1l0th and slept the
night near Jif'jafa . On morning of 1llth he saw a patrol
of Arab camelmen({4) proceeding from Mukhsheib to Hamaiyir,
In the afternoon of the same day he saw a sand colouraed
aeroplane with two black spots underneath the main body of
the plane., -
Agent returned to lIsmailia via Katib el Sabha, 5, of
Tagsl and N. of Katib el Kheil.
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INTELLIGENCE REPORT.No,.567.ISMATLIA 14th JURE 1918,
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Sourcao of INTELLIGENCE.
S Examination of 2 wounded prisoners taken bet;;aatﬁaawﬁi-. ______
KANTARA DESABIS and BIR EL ABD on 11th inst. Both prisoners are

15-6~16, Syrians and belong to 2nd Company Syrian Camel Corps.

Operations previous to Capturs,

Their unit (% Company) was operating from Bir El Mazar
it rmumbered about 100 strong with Zia Bey, a Turkish Officer
in Compand, and was accompanied by 300 Arabs - infantry ().

“he other Company Officers werse Ibrahim Eff, (an Arab),
Amin Bey, lMazmi Dey, and Sarwat Bey, (throe Turks): of the
100 men,60 werc left at Bir El Mazar, and 40 came to Hod el
Se.lmansa; from this 40 a patrol of 8 were west of Bir el Abd,
when surprisod by our advance; the two prisoners were lead-
ing the patrol, and were hit, while the other six retired
at flrst alarm,

GENERAL INXCORMATION -

Prisoners had been serving about a year with the Syrian
Camel Corps: for the first slx months they were in Syria,
then came to Bir El Saba, and then came to Mazar via E1 Arish
a fortnight ago.

The Commander at E1 Arisgh is German,

Prigoners lmew name of Von Kress as Gérman Commander inspect-
ing various posts from his base at Bir E1l Saba.

There are 10 or 12 German Officers at Bir el lazar.

At Hod El Bayud there are about 100 Arabs, with ons Turkish
Officer and one Arab Officer,

There are no posts at Bir Il Abd or Debabis, but daily
patrols go out from Hod E1 Salmana,

Patrols also go from Hod El Bayud and Bir El1 Abd,
and a S5almana - Bayud patrol meets a Bayud - Salmana patrol
at Half way between these posts,

The wandering Arabs between the lines convey information
of' our movements to the enemy, but in the last 10 days a
lot have migrated East. '

Prisoners ostimates of rmumboers of troops at El Arish
were very vagua, varying from 4,000 to 20,000, but as
reagon of this they sald that the Camp at El Arigh was so
scattered that it was hard to estimato: prisoners knew
nothing of aeroplanes at or near El Arish, but said common
rumour had it that there werc 38 German machines at Bir
El Saba(Note by I.0.Kantara~ This seems rather ridiculous).

- RATTIONS:- 250 dirhems bread, and 150 dirhoms vegetables
dally; meat twice a week: pay 5 piasters monthly, duly paid.
(NOTE:- 400 dirhems is about 2 lbs.weight.)

Amongst the Englieh prisoners captured by enemy in
Katie operations 1n April, the prisoners heard of 17
Officers who had been sent to Constantinople.

The lst Battalion of the 32nd Regiment 1s supposed to
be coming to Ei+ Ariesh.

Frisoncrs had no news of collection of baggage camels
at El Arish - in general rationing geemed to be done by
small and frequent counveys, ’

The priscners had little connected informaticn to
give, and had very scanty ldeas as to numbers, positions
of troops, future plans cte,.

Any further infornmation obtalined later will be c¢irculated

: in due course, e |
NOTE...by I.0, Ismailia. Report ls very unsatisfactory, but
perhaps may be attributed to their wounds. They are both
probably to undergo operations for amputation. When
pufficiently well they will be interrogated again.
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