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& 16¢h AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. ' Page 1. : &
= - = m
ST AFRPF OPERATION PIARYTY, 2444.18,
Seéial Time From To Senders Text of message or telephone conversation
No. No.
g 1 4,10 -57th Bn. 15th A, 1, R.D. 49. Enemy shelling forward area in.vicinity of VILLERS=BRETONNEUX
8,1, s Bde Battalion reserve line lightly shelled with H.E., and Green snd
Yellow Cross Gas Shells in squares 0.8.B., 0.14.B. and D,
OlQOIBi ElI'lti Dl
e 4,15 15th A, I. 57th, 58th, B.M, 367 Lialson Officers will move &t once and report for duty. Lisut,
.M. Bde 59th, 60th McKENNA 58th Bn. to 1l4th Aust. Inf, Brigede. Lieut. STALEY 57th
Bns, Bn, to 8th Inf, Brigade H.Q., Lieut. BLANDFORD to right Brigade
HeQo
53 4,30 5th Aust, 1Bth A, T, G, 892 No., 4 troop to stand to ready to move at once. 0.Ce Will report
8 o lMs Dive. Bde , . to 15th Infantry Brigade Headauarters and walt there for orders
from D.H.Q, Addressed No. 4 Troop A.L.H. repeated 15th Infantry
| | Brigade,
4, 44,50 15th A, T, 58th, 57th, B.M, 568 59th Battaelion will be prepared to eounter attack along the spur
Belly . . Bde « 58th, 60th rumming through 0.27. 28. 29 and 30. Send forward independent |
Bns, 5th patrols as far as grid line running North and South between
Aust, Dive Squares 28 and 29, They should have communication with 57th Bn.
forward companies to you by visual and wire if possible roll of
wire beling forwarded to you but this should not delay party

moving off, .On going through Reserve Line they should notify
British troops on right of 57th Battalion that they are going
forward to reconnoitre in case of counter attack., You will
‘ reconnoitre shortest route with gaps in wire at once. Addressed
u 59th Battalion repeated 57th, 58th, 60th Bns. 5th Aust. Div.

Acknowledge,
Oe Oe0 16th A,T. 60th, 57th B.M, 369 60th Battalionwill be prepared to counter attack along the spur:;
8. 4. Bde . 58th, 59th running through 0,16.C., 0.18., 0.5., thence along the track O
Bns., lé&th through 0.24.B., P.19.0.,, P.25.B,. Send forward independent
A,I.Bde. 24th patrols as far as grid line between 0,18, and 0,24, They shoul
Bde, S5th Aust, have commnication between 57th Bn. forward companies to you by
Dive visual and wire if possible. You willl reconnoitre shortest ;!

route with gaps 1n wire at once, Addressed 60th Bn. repeated e
for information to 57thy 58th, and 59th Bns, 5th Aust. Div. \rqt
14th A, I.Brigade, 24th Inf, Brigade. ”
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d | ' | 15th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. | | ; KJ\
GENERAL STAPFPPF OPERATION DoLA R Y
Serial Time From TO. Senders Text of message or telephone conversation.
Noe L No* E . Pyl M) i £ oL
G 5¢10 15th A. I, 57th, 59th BeM, 370 Re B.,M. 568, 7You wlll be prepared to assemble your DBattalion
. 8 .M, Bde, Bns. and support the attack referred to if required, Addressed 57th
' Bn. repeated 59th Bn.
7 5¢15 15th A, I, 58th, 60th B.M, 371 Re B,M, 362, You will be prepared to assemble your Battalion
8 ¢M, Bde . Bns, and support the attack referred to if required. Addressed 58th ‘
Battallon repeated 60th Battallon.
8, R4/3. 59th Bn, 15th A, I. R4/3 Re B,M, 568. Patrols have gone fomward.
Bde.
Qe 6420 185%h A, 1, 57th, 58th, B.M, 372 Front has quietened down considerably. Take steps to rest and
& el Bde., 59th, 60th feed the men but remain in state of readiness. Addressed all
Bns. 15th Brigede Units.
A, L.T.M.Bo,
10, 6430 a.m.l5t;h A.T1. Lt. REID No, B.M, 373 Message from Division states you are to rest and feed the men
Bde. 4 troop 1l3th ' and remain in constant state of readiness awalting further orders,
% _ Light Horse
11, 7«40 Right 15th A.I. Bde Raleg: & T an with 24th Brigade Hesdquarters at 0.25.C.1=5, A men from the
.M, Tiaison Battalion which was in the line in front of VILLERS-BRETONNEUX

has come through to here and reports that enemy have advanced
through out front line with tanks and flammenwerfer and that enemy
Infantry were in open order, Nearly all communications have been

cut., This report seems falrly reliable, Enemy are reported 2>
advancing towarda VILLERS-BRETONNEUX but there are some troops 'E |
reported to be makling a stand in front of the village. m |
| . £ o4
12, 7«45 15th A, I, 57th, 58th, 59th B.M, 374 At 6.40 a8 .m. Bosche reported to be advancing up Rallway in V.1, J
8 e Bde. 60th Bns. l5th and 2. and had driven left Battallion.of right Brigade of right E
AL.T .M, B, Division., Situation believed to be well in hand. Right Bri gade

b/

Headquarters Right Division in 0.31.,A, beling heavily gas shelle |
and communications cut,

k‘;ri—_....... - - 4 - g - " " g # -*__._‘_._‘H'-—-.- — F— _—
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: : 15th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE, - %I
GENERAL S TAPFPPF O RPERATION DL AR X,
Serial Time From To Senders Text of message or telephone conversation.
Nﬁi &l NG* s a7 q W
15 7455 15th A,I.Bde. 59th Bn B.J1.275 See B.M. 574, Having regard to this message you will be prepared to
8 1, attack along the Rallway to the South of VILLERS-BRETONNEUX.
Instruct your independent patrol to reconnoitre in thisgs dipection.
14, 7.80 59th Bn, 15th A,I,.Bdse, R4/4 Patrol report that a few stragglers state they saw enemy tank coming
8.1 along Rallway AAA No definite information ean be obtained from them.
_ Enemy still shelling sarea in Squares 28 and 29 moderate. No CGas
noted,
15, 8 a.m, 15th A,.I, b7th, 58th, 59th B.}M,376 Enemy Gas falling in N,30 and 36 also in 0,25, and 26. Warn every-
B de, 60th Bns, 15th body and take necessary precautions.
ALTMB, B.G.0 C/o
57th Bne
16, 8.20 16%h A, I, &5th Aust, Div, B.M. 378 our right llaison reports at 7.40 a.n. man who was in line in front
8 oMM Bde. 57th, 58th, 5% h of VILLERS-BRETONNEUX has come through and reports enemy have
60th Bns. 15th advenced through our front line with tanks and flammenwerfer. Enemy
A.L.T.M.B. Infentry in open order, Nearly all communications have been cut.,

Enemny reported advancing towards VILLERS-BRETONNEUX but there are
some troops reported to be making a stand in front of the village.
59th Battallon advanced patrol at grid line 0.28, and 29. report
that a few stragglers have come through who state they saw enemy
_tank coming along Rallway., No definite information can be obtained
from them, Enemy still shelling area in squares 28 and 29 moderate.
No Gas noted. Message timed 7.50 a.m, Addressed 5th Aust. Div.
repeated Units of Brigede,

174 8.20 Liaison 15th A,I.Bde. BrH, Lialson l4th Brigade and 25th Rifle Brigads report 6.20 a.m. right
8 ollle Left. Company 25th on main VILLEKS-BRETONNEUX Road had given ground.,
Counter attack arranged., Situation obscure owing mist? Front
Battalion l4th Brigade report slight Artillery and no Infantry
action, Enemy shelling CORBIE (Gas and H.E.

184 8435 15th A, I, Laeut}{ BLANDFORD B.M.3580 57th Battalion report verbally at 8.30 a.m, that an Officer of ‘\H
a.m, Bde, Right Liaison Artillery taking horses up to forward 18 pounders guns had stated
that English troops had retired from front line and were halfway
through VILLERS-BRETONNEUX., Report entirely unofficial,

' Dl X1ION3ddY
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156h AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGATE, | Page 4. | '- B~ |
GENERAL SR A N ¥ OPRBRRATION D L& R X 24,4,18,
Serial Time From To senders Text of message or telephone conversation.
HO. : Hﬂ'l 1
19, ' 5th Aust, 15th A,I.Bde, G.°201 Following from 8th Div., 0.C. VILLERS~-BRETONNEUX reports 6.40 a.m.
Div. Enemy adveancing along Rallway V,1 and V,2. Enemy reported to be

using tenks, Left Battalion right Brigade have givem ground.
Situation believed well in hand. Situation obscure owing to mist.
At 6.45 a.m. enemy was Gas shelling N,30 and N.36., and 0.25. and
0.26« wWith Lachrymatory and phosgene, Addressed all concerned
repeated drd Aust, Div,

20 845 15th A I. 5th Aust,Div. BM 379  Our 8th Brigade Liaison reports that left Brigede Right Division
8 oM, Bde. 57th, 58th, 59th, reported 6,20 a.m. thelr left Battalion had given ground., Counter
60th Bns, 15th attack arranged, Situatlon obscure owing to mist. No Infantry
AL, T +MB action $his Divisional front,
2l, 8.50 15th A.I, 57th Bn, BM 382 Re your verbal report to B.M. So far as Division can ascertain the
8 oIe Bde. situatlon 1s alright, Try and ascertain name of Officer giving
Informegion and in future take name and full particulers under

gimiler circumstances,

o2 O, amelbth A.I, 5th Aust, Dive . B,i.383 59th and 60th Battalions will move at once innaccordence with B.IlM,

Bde. 57th, 58th, 59th, 568 and 369. The right of the 56th Battalion isnat 0.16.B, Enemy
é0th Bns, 15th advaneing from WARFUSEE- ABANCOURT. Get into touch with troops on
A.L.T,M.B., 1l4th either flank, 57th Battalion will move as soon as possible echeloned
A.I.BOME, 8th A,I. to right rear of 59th and ultimately attack if required along Rellway
Bde . to right of VILLERS~-BRETONNEUX clearing it by en enveloping movement.,

Scouts 1in front as soon as past AUBIGNY LINE. All British troops

to be rallied and reformed as our troops merch through them by selected
of ficers and on any hesltation to be shot. Battalions to meintain o
touch, b58th Battallon to prepare to move at once reporting when readyy
Objective 1is to restore our front line in prolongation of 14th Bmigaddil
All Units report when ready to move, addressed 5Yth, 58th, 59th, 6oth&

Battalions repeated 15th A.L.T.M.B, 14th A.I.Brigade, 24th Inf, Bde., &

5th Aust, Div, =

3 e 8445 1b%s Left 15th A, 1. - . E nemy coming down road from VILLERS}BRETONNEUX to FOUILLOY. One \ e
8410, Lialson Bde, Battalion this Brigade astride road. - )

-5
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15th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE., Page 5. | o G
GENERAL STAFTF OPERAT ION DIARTY, R24.4.18,
Serial Time From To Senders Text of message or telephone conversation,
Noes - | i te |8 AR 8 Tt NE_-____ - i
24 9.20 15th A.I.Bde. Lt.Col. LAYH B,M.391 Until you move off from present position you will act as myg
8o 57th BEn, representative, Take charge of Light Horse use them to get

touch and Informetion with 8th British Division and 14th Bde.
Line now runs P,19,C. at polnt 104 thence 0.24.D., 0.23., 0.22C.
and D, to 0.26,B.. British are eounter attacking on right./sn
Light horse to get in touch with situatlion and should &th Limede
be repulsed or enemy meking heavy attack put my plan into
instant operation informing me, 13th Aust. Inf.Bde are to the
right of BOIS L'ABBE in support of British., Should you attack
as ordered try to get touch with them, Battery of Horse Arty. |
reporting to you to support the attack., He should thoroughly
recommoitre position forward and if he finds target let him go
into action without waiting for our attack, but must closely
support when we move,

254 0.258 15th A,I,Bde, ©5H7th, 58th, 59th B.,lM, 385 Brigade Commend post and report centre will be established at
8 ¢Ma 60th Bns, loth once at 58th Battalion right company Headquarters 0.8.C. 8=8,
A. L-T . ILIIII'I B-
26 9.40 16th A.I,.Bde, 57th, 58th, 59th B, M, 386 Right flemnk of l4th A.I.Brigede is now at P.1l2%,A., & B.. 56th
8o, 60th Bns, 1lbth Battalion 1s in Reserve and astride the WARFUSELE-ABANCOURT= |
A.L.T.M.B., FOUILIOY Road, In 0.17.C. end 0,16.B.
27 o .40 1oth A.I.Bde 57th, 58th, 59th B.,M. 387 One troop 1l3th A,L.H, under Lieut., REID is reporting to C%0. |
8.0 M, 60th Bns, 1l5th S59th Battalion and later to C.0. 57th Battalion to watch right |
A, L, T ,MB, flenk of Unit, TR
‘ ) - U
28, 0445 15th A.I.Bde, Lieut. BLANDFORD B.M, 588 ©59th Battallon are moving at once to counter aptack along the E
& oTlls Right Lialson spur running through 0.27,, 28., 29. and P,30.. 60th Battalion ==
are moving at once to counter attack along the Spur running Cy il
through 0.16.C., 0.18, and 0.5. thence along the track 0.24.,B. o,
PllglCl P.BE- % 2 .
29 9.55 G«0eCs 5th Div, B.G.C. 15th A,I. Verbal British are endeavouring to restobe the line., Our Division wil x’} |
8.4 1M,4 Div. Bde, steand fast pehding further orders, i
-
-5 |
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15th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE Page Ge ] .
GENE RA L STAFPF OF BE R ATDI50 N P IAR Y,

Seriﬁl Time From To Senders Text of message or telephone conversatlion,
HG- — - LEra }Iﬂl - s i L3
50 10 a.m. 15th A.I.Bde. 5th Anst,Dbiv, B.M 390 Stand Fast as British are endeavouring to restore line them-

57th, 58th, 59th selves, But be ready fop instant action,

60th Bns. 15th

L.T.M.B. Right

Lisison 1l4th A.I.
Bde. 8th A,I.Bde.
13th Light Horse.

o1, 10.4 Left Liaison 15th A.I.Bde, Enemy holds VILLERS, Right flank this Brigade runs through
8..M, 0.16.D. and 17.C. Line of Brigade on right of 14th thought
run through 0,1S5,A, and B, Enemy tanks reported W. of VILLERS.,
niixpect here strong attack from West of VILLERS. 8th.Brigsad e
repulsed 2 enemy attacks 400 strong.

S8 10.30 p.n.60th Bpi,Bde 15th A,.I.Bde. Welbs Moving to assembly position, Moving from assembly position

Sellle 10,90 a Ji.
SIoM 10.15 G.S.0. 1 Brigade Major Verbal sherwoofl Forresters are to counter attack on the Western
8. M, Outskirts of VILLERS-BRETONNEUX. Two companies on elther

side of the Railway., Two tanks will assist and two sectlions
M.G. Objective is to link up with left Brigade and Right
Brigade at CACHY switch., Another Battallon from right brigade
reserve 1s moving to CACHY Switch,

KGN 10.25 15th A.I.Bde. 57th, 58th, 59th B.M,392 Wounded coming back from front report enemy in VILLERS-BRETONNEUX
8.4 M 60th Bns, 1b5th and is attempting to flank it on elther side., 24th Brigade are
AITMB, S5th Aust. in touch with their Division and hawve received no orders to
Div, 1l4th A,TI, counter attack, Reserve Battalion of Brigade which were o
Bde . holding front line may be dolng this, Mounted orderly Irom 1ef§%

Battallon of Right Division gives verbal report that enemy i
are attacking between CACHY and DOMART., Reserve of the Brigadd.
have now been ordered to counter attack on VILLERS-BRETONNEUX J
and join up on Eastern side of Village with 256th Brigade; who 3¢
are holding line North of main roed and who are reported to

have swung back af defensive flank. Above received from Right ™\
Lisaison tlmed 10 a .m. g?*ﬁ;

s
<
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15th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. | Page 7. " e

GENERAL o E ARP OPERATION DDIARY 24 44,18,
53ria1 Time. From To Senders Text of message or telephone @monversation,
No. i LN 3 A No., L o e e T -
55, 10,52 Lieison 8th 156th A.I.Bde. o Message received l4th Brigade 10.25 a.m. indicatlions go
8.0, Brigade., to show attack may he expected from South and West of
VILLERS=-BRETONNEUX. Enemy tanks have been sighted. Ends.
36 « 10.55 15th A.I.Bde 57th, 58th, 59 th, BM 395 Three tanks have been placed at the disposal of 8th Divisilon.
8.4 Me 60th Bns, 15th on right to assist their counter attack and deal with hostile
A, L.T.M.B. tanks,
57 11,5 Report Centre 15th A,I.Bde. Report Centre established at SHED in 0.5.C, and runners-
a.gm, despatched to inform 59th and 60th of this, ILine is down

between here and 58th Battalion but SCHRODER is runnimg a
new one, Shelling is mainly concentrated SOUTH of BLANGY

- AUBIGNY Road on the VILLERS-BRETONNEUX Ridge and along
Borth side of BOIS L'ABBE. All high ground in front appears
to be in our possession,

584 11.15 15th A.I.Bde. ©57th,58th,59th, B.M. 393 TPollowing received liaison 8th Aust. Infantry Brigade.
8¢ Me 60th Bns, 15th Message received l4th Brigade 10,25 a.m, indications go to
ALTMB, Liaison - show attack may be expected from South and West of VILLERS-

Officers as possible willl reconnoltre ground over which our

24th Bde. BRETONNEUX. IEnenmy teanks have been sighted. Ends. MNany ‘
advence if any will be made, |

30, 11.30 GSO0 1 5th Bde,Major Verbal Boche advancing through 0.%4.A, wWith Tanks.
B.o4MMe Aust, Dive |
40, '
11.45 Verbal from Bde. Major, rptd. B.ll, 594 Cpl., KINCAID, 59th Battalion has returned from one of our
8.o Mo It.Col., SCANLAN 5th Aust.Div. patrols and reports eur line runs along North and South Grld:

line in 0.28,. The patrol in charge of Lieut. CHRISTIAN, -5
59th was 1in touclh} with British on right but there was 400 T}
verds between our patrol and troops onlleft, KINCAID saw 2
tanks or armoured cars moving in 0.,34.,B, All thls occurred '.

about 1l0.15 & .. i
41, 11,52 a.m 5%7th Bp, 15th A.I.Bde. B 6, General situation unchanged enemy hold VILLERS-BHETONNEUX \\
. | 56th Battalion H.Q. Quarry 0,17.C.5-7. This Battalion id 3 ™K
| S
i ol i QIR _ 49
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15th AUSTRALIAN INEANTRY BRIGAIE.

DR R AT I ON
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Text of message or telephone conversatlon.,

GENE RA L BT AT
Serial Time From To Senders
Nﬂi Lo N_D_:_ o
42 ,
42, 12,20 15th A.I.Bde, Lieut.Col,LAYH B.M.396
P.Ne 5E7th Battallion.
45‘ 12l24 G;O.G. zé‘t’h GtDlCi lﬁ'tﬂh H.I.
Pellle Inf.Bde, Brigade.
44, 12 .30 Lieut.Col.LAYH Brigade Major Verbal
Pellle
1B, 12 .45 5th Aust ,Div. 15th A, I.Bde. G 932
Dellls
46 o 12 .50 15th A.I.Bde. 5th Aust.Div., B.M, 398
Pellle 57th, 58th, 59t h,
60th Bns. 1lb5th
ALTMB, 8th A.T.
Bde, 14th A,I.Bde,
47 o 1 Brele 5th Aust,.Div. 15th A, I.Bde, G. 929
48 . 1l paMs 5th Aust .Div. 16th A.I.Bde. G, 928

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

These are probably our tanks moving up.

S e e— mas

astride FOUILLOY- VILLERS RQAD. The enemy is held and counter
attack to clear him out of VILLERS is being prepared. 1l4th
Infantry Brigade Line remains intact. Report from 13th Light
Horse, .

Enemy Tanks are reported in 0.32.A, but this 1s unconfirmed.

Get Light Horse to
investigate,

our front line runs just West of VILLERS-BRETONNEUX then due
East along North of Village to o0ld line, Think 22nd D,.L.I.
are on your right, 1/5 Forresters are going to counter attack
along whole front of village, Objectlive Eastern side,

Acting on message from B,G.C. I have ordered the Horse Artillery
attached to me to take up a position and to assist the counter
attack on the right as much as possible,

Your B,M., 385, G.0.C. directs that seﬁtanﬂe in your message
begiming all British troops and enﬂing with the word shot id
to be cancelled forthwith,

See B,lM. 383, Cancel para which begimd "All Britosh troops"
and ends "shot", Addressed all recipients of B.M. 383,

8th Div. Report, CACHY SWITCH 1s held. Some troops right Brigade
sti1ll holding out in 0,35,Bs 81l C, 0.35.Ds, 0.56¢Ce. Some Germars
in VIILERS BRETONNEUE mixed up with our troops. Left Brigade =5
on approx. line 0.28.D.8=8 (unconfirmed) 0.,23.D¢2=8 0.24.D¢5= 5*?7
Point 104 (Pel9:C.l1l=8). - AL
The 13th A.I.Brigade Group complete 1s placed under orders Df
8rd Corps and will move forthwith to LANOTTE-BREBIERE reportl g
to a representative of 3rd Corps on arrival, "“qu
)
A
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15th AU STRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGAIE,

GENERAL STAFTF ORBERA T I ON DI AR Y

Serial Time From To Senders Text of messape or telephone conversation,
Nﬂ. HG:

= S = _ﬂl

49 1452 oth Ausgt.,Div, 15th A,I.Bde. G 933 Reference G 928, Order 13th A,I.Brigade group to BLANGY
Dol TRONVIILE instead of LA MOTTE. 8th Division willsend repres=-
| entative to meet them there,

52 5th Aust, Div., 15th A,I.Bde, G 927 Reference G 9226 and in confirmation of verbal instructions.
oMa Objcetive of counter attack will now be eastern outskirts
of VIILERS=-BRETONNEUX from 0,36Central. 0.32.D.2=2,

o0

R

51l 1.86 oth Aust ,Div, 15th A.I.Bde, G926 8th Div. report. IEnemy has penstrated the Western Outskirts

DeNle of Villers Bretonneux., 23rd Infantry Brigade will counter
attack at once with Reserve Battallon against Western outskibts
of VILLERS BRETONNEUX objective road rumning N. and S. through
town from 0.35.,A,8-2 to 0.,29.C,5-9., 2/Devon Regiment will
gain touch withright of 25th Infantry Brigade which has been
thrown back to about 0.22.,D.8-0. 2 Tanks are moving to 0.27.A.
and will atteck from there in an easfterly direction objective rof
road junction 0.,29,A,5-5, Reserve Battalion of 24th Infantry
Brigade (Iess 1/Sherwoods)mls placed at disposal of 23rd Inf.
Brigade for protection of right flank about CACHY and CACHY
SWITCH, 24th Inf, Brigade less (1/Sherwoods) and 22nd D.L.I.
will hold reserve line under -G.,0.C, 24th Infentry Brigade,

52, 1.5 Verbal from Repeated all BeM.400 Our line now runs U,5.B., and C, - 0.35.D. to Railway Station
oMo G.S.0s 1 HBth Unlts 0e56,C0o. Our troops mixed with enemy in VILLERS line uncertain.
Div. to B, M, Thence 0.28.D.8=-8 (unconfirmed) 0.23.D.2-8 = 0.24.D.5=5. then
to point 104, 1l4th Brigade front intact except right platoon
| which swings back to conform td British, 56th Battalion in T
Reserve hold from point 104 along the ridge through 24 Central 5
down to cross roads in 24,A. : g

e

e Loy 59th En. 15th A.I.Bde. R4/5 Lieut,CHRISTIAN reports his position now runs N, and S, thruugh?;
Pel, 0.28,B, and 0.28.Ds. He has collected about 200 East Lancs, -

men and has them in line withwith him, Reports enemy to be &
about 100 yards directly in front of him holding Raillway \E;:ES
—

embankment also the right flank 1s back half way through Woo
gquares 0.,55,B., and D,. Enemy were 1in full marching order,

- o> .
W

o
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GENE

15t AUSTRA LIAN INFANTRY BRIGAIE. 5 bl . 5%

RAL STAPP

OPERAT ION

Serial
Noe.

Time

From

54,

05

006

57

58.
59,

60,

im’l

o -

2445
A ellle

2¢50
.M,

IAYH 57th Bn.

Report Ceantre

Heport Centre

Report Centre

Report Centre

15th A,I.Bde.

G.0.Cs Bth
Aust ,Div,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

TO

Senders
No.

DT AR Y. |

Text of message or telephohe conversation.,

15th A.I.Bde,

15th A.I.B de,

15th A,I.Bde,

15th A.I.Bde.

15th A,I.Bog

60th Bn,

BsG.Ce 15th
15th A.I.Bde.,

C.0 5

We 1

W .

W 6.

W b.

B.M 408

Ve rbal

Pleagse direct Ma jor Cameron to report to C.0. 14th Aust, Inf.ﬁ_

Enemy tanks located approx, at 0.34.A.7-8,

Pte RAND, 59th Battalion sent back from forward reports that
Lieuts., CHRISTIAN and CALLENDER with patrol of 59th Battallon
are with East Lancs, 1n 0,28,D.. They hold Railway bank with
eneny in cutting immediately in front., Enemy tank is on
Relilway Line ahead, Enemy are in Woofl on South of Koad. Pte,
RAND laft about middey with messege. Light Horse Pat rol
mentioned in B.M., 396 report they could find no information
of tanks, They have gone out again,

Our approximate line not certain whether we hold CACHY then
through U.,4.Central, 0,35 Central then due North on Grid line
0.35, 29, then due East along bottom of Grid line 0.23.D. and
0.24,C, and D, thence to 54th Battalion through P.19.Central,
Enemy massing in fromt of 54th Battallon sector,

My Light Horse Patrol reports that English troops on Right of
1l4th Brigaede very low as regards morale and Officers windy fell
back from last position without firing a shot,

B.M. 24th Infantry Brigade (English) reports that 1/Bth BEn,
I"ORESTERS will counter attack VILLERS BRETONNEUX. Line of
attack aslped for but not supplied. Nessage proceeds 1f
attack 1s 1impossible owing to position of enemy the FOREUSTERS
will teke up a position along edge of wood and prevent ay
move of the enemy out of the Village, What edge of wood not
stated read it as Eastern edge,

"A" Battery R.H. Artillery are dealing with.anﬂmy'and.t&hk
in D 28-]:,-

-.__ ] I':_'-I —:IF‘:-_-Ji!i_T';; -"J

Brigade at once for duty,

8th Division will attack asstride the Railway advancing frn\\ ﬁ\“'

Mest to East, We are to co-operate by a flanking attack 1‘.‘.-::*-»:-111E

&
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GCE NERA L ST AF F OPE RATION BoriA BT, |
Serial Time From To Senders Text of message or telephone conversation,
__No. LI .
the direction of about 0.24.Central to 0.25.Central,
61, DedD Report Centre 15th A,I.Bde., W lo. Cpl. ROYAL BERKS 24th Brigade with party of 85 stragglers
Pelme states they were told to fall back to next ridge from
centre of village of VILLERS BRETONNEUX by their MMajor.
His party hed not suffered any casuelties but shells hed
fallen close to them, Party sent back to H.Q. of 56th
Battallon at 0,17.C.3=7 for return to the line,
62« 15th A.I.Bde, Report Centre B.M, 410 oth Aust, Div, come under 3rd Corps for pirpose of counter

attack operation, Signals will lay line to 15th Inf., Bde.
Adv. H.Qe, at 0.8.C.8~8 the HAYSHED forthwith. Addressed
15th Irnf, Bde, repeated Dive. Sig. Coy. and all other Units
ord Corps, 8th Div. 3rd Aust. Div. Aust. Corps.

63, &.p.m, 5th Aust, M.G. 15th A,I.Bde, - Will support countep attack with 8 mobile guns four to
Battelion each attacking Battalion., Guns to support right Battalion
will be at 0,17.D.5=3. Section Officers instructed to
report to Battallon Commanders concerned, EKtteck will be
covered by overhead fire from 0.13.C. and D, Addresgsed
15th Infantry Brigade 5th Aust, Division.

64, D+50 15th A.I.Bde, CeOs Oth /ust, M.Gs B,M.409 G.0.C. &pproves of yoyr M.G. arrangemenis.,
Pellle Bat talion
65 446 59th Bn. 15th A.I.Bde, I.0. 27 Lleut, CHRISTIAN in charge 59th Battallion patrol reports
Dol S.li Dems holding line 0,28,A,8~7 to 0.28.C.7=2 with Lt.Col.
of on left., Enemy west of VILLERS BRETONNEUX
end in BOIS L'ABBE in 0.33. and 0.34. firing contect flares

in this wood, Enemy tank located under bridge O. £8eDed=4, =
Tank Corps who have arrived here heve been informed, g

Ay

I_?. _I-

66 4,15 15th A, I.Bde. Lt.Col. LAYH 57th $S,G.16/12 The operations mentioned in B.M, 368 amd 369 will be cearried
Dells Bn,, 57th, 58th, out in conjunctlion with 8th Division at time to be nutified
59th, 60th Bns, later, Following ealterations to be noted:
15th AITMB, 5th Atteck to be mede by 60th Battalion on left, 59th Battalion
Aust,Div, 8th A, I, on Fight with 57th Battalion in immediate reaarvﬂ. X “ai;

e N

r
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GENERAL ST AR ¥ OPERAT ION DIARY, |
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Serlial Time From | To sanders Text of message or telephone conversation,

VR RIRTRCBR T [ <3 - 1S T T IR NO, ) b ttadl 25,5 S8 R PR | 5
Bde, l4th A.I.Bde. The attack will be mede in two bofinds lst Objective being
23rd,24th 25th Inf, the road rumning from road junction 0.18.C.6=3 exclusive or
Bdes, 5th M.G.Bn, sufficiently close thereto to be in close touch with l4th
13th L.H., "A" Batt, Brigade front line, which is stated to be about 0.19.K. Cent.
R.H.A, Report Centre. A reconnaissance will be mede to ascertein definitely where tlm

this flank will rest,
The right of the 60th Battelion will extenfi to road junction
in 0.24.,A.,5=2 inclugive, 59th Battallon will extend from last
mentioned road junction to Nporthern edge of VILLERS=-Bretonneux
The inter Battaelion boundery is subject to adjustment Dy
Battalion Comianders concerned,
When lst objective is secured the left of 60th Battalion will
swing forward until a point is reached about P.15.C.5-0 so
as to bring the front parallel to road running from P.20.A.
2=6 to P.25.C.0-3, which will be the 2nd objective.
Inter Battallon boundery is provisionally fixed at road
junction in P.25.B.2-8 which 1s inclusive to £0th Dattalion.
This second movement will pivot on right of the 60th Battalion
- which will swing round so as to flank VILLERS BRETONNEUX.
The object of the movement is to threaten the enemy's com-
muinications on the WARFUSEE-ABANCOURT Road and rejoin our
front line,
It may not be necessary to proceed entirely to the Znd
objective as our old front line 1is not so far forward, th&
ig if the real objective, the recapture of VILLERS-BRETONNEUX
can be obtained and our old front line restored without >
going so far, i)
The 8th Division is attacking astride the Reilway and will 7
clear the village, The 57th Battalion will be in immediate '
regserve and will be ready to carry out simllar duty in the
event of the 8th Division not getting forward. E
Trench Mortar Babtery will cooperate as in previous orde R
 llachine Four Mdhilafﬁuna have been allotted to each 59th and 60th R} "\,
- pattalions, | Positlon of Guns: Left Battalion 0.18.C.. RiglX
Battelion 0.17.D. Section Comnanders will report to Battalion
Commanders concerned,
Lisison officer is reporting to Brigade Advanced Report Centre
- ]
| - ps

M=

J
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where Battalions concerned will get toucli with him and issue
instructions as to task of guns,

Arrangements will be made for Moblle Horse Artillery Battery
to cooperate closely,

Advanced Brigede Headquargers will move to 57th Battallon
Headquarters immedlately operations are ordered,

5%t h and 60th Battaelions will move @ at once to positions of
agssembly, preparatory to attack on lst objective, on recelpt
of this order,

Medleal srrangements -will be notified later,

ACKNOWLEDGE,
67. 4.45 5th Aust. Div, 15th A,I.Bde, Verbal 13th Brigade Headquerters coming to share BLANGY TRONVILLE
Pellls CHATEAU with you,
68s 54O 15th A.I.Bde 5th Aust, Div, Verbal B.G.C. asked Div for some Engineers and 4 more Machine Guns
Delle Per Battalions (2 extra),
69 5H,00 5bth Aust. M.G. 15th A. I.Bde, M.Gs 204 DMNachine Gun Officer will report at Advanced Headquarters with
Dol Bat talion. rumer for G.0.C's instructions,
70, bB.10  15th A, I.Bde, 57th, 58th,59th,60th B.M, 601 Report from light horse patrol as follews. Siltuatlion as far as
Peitla Bng. 15th A.L.T.N.E we know, b4th Report that the troops which -were massing on their
front are moving towards our right (towards P.25.). Morale of
troops on our right does not appear to be good I have collectes,
a mmber of Lewls Gunners and some Vickers and am using them <9
scattered amongst my posts. ILack of morale seems due to the U
fect that there are no O0fficers with these men, Our original
Brigade front remains unchanged., Line falls back from P.19,B.
to 0.29,A.7=3 (Approx). S to 35 Central from there obscure,
71l. 54,20 15th A.I.Bde, Lieut.Col. LAYH, 57 B.M, 410 Amendment No, 1 to Order No. S.G.16/12 of todays date. Attac “'-«-.:a
PeMs th Bn, 5%7,58,59,60th will now be made 1n accordance with my original scheme IB,l

Bns, 15th ALTMB, 5th and 369, The 57th Battalion thus meking an asttack simltanecma-
ly by an enveloping movement alcm§ Ralilway South of VILLERS
BRETONNEUX. Its fimal objective will be our original front o

|
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Seriel Time * From To Senders Text of message or telephone cunverﬁ.satiﬂn.
No. No.
Aust.Div. 8th A.I, line East of the Village junctloning with the 59th Battalion
Bde. 13th A,I.Bde, about its centre the road junction in P.25.C.0-3 its right
1l4th A.I.Bde. 23rd, right connecting with 13th Australien Infantry Brigade sbout
B84th,256th Inf,Bdes. the point of the Spur in 0U336.B, 500 yards from left point.
5th M,G.Bn, 13th L,H, The 8th Division will make the attack with the 13th Australian
Infantry Brigade attached to it who will move South of BOIS
L'ABFE and BOIS L'AQUENNE en the monument., Troops will cross
the line of the FOUILLOY -CACHY Road at 8 p.m. tonight 24th/25th.
Attack will be carried out a&s a night operation and white arm
bands will be worm, All rules for night operations will be

enforced untll dewn, Careful,reconnaissance to be made as far
forward as possibke by all officers and Compass Bearings to be
; taken to gulde column, ACKNOWLEDGE, Addressed Lieut.Col. LAYH
57th Bn,57th,58th,59th,60th Bns, 15th A,L.T.M.B. repeated 5th
Aust, Division, 8th,13th,1l4th A,I.Brigades, 23rd,24th 25th Inf,
Brigedes, 5th M,G.Battalion, 13th Light Horse, Brigade Report

Bl ' Centre,
| .
72, 6415 15th A,I.BEde, S5 h, 58th,5%th,60th B.M418 kKe B.M. 410. Troops will cross the line on the FOUILLOY CACHY
Dellle Bns, 15th ALTMB, B5th road at 10 pem. and NOT 8 p.m. as therein stated. C.0's should
Ausgt.Div, 8th,13th, endeavour to give men hot drink shortly before moving and meke
l4th, A.IBdes, =23rd, useof additional time for recomeissance.

24th, 25th Inf, Bdes,
Bth I’Jl G-Bn‘ 15th L- H.

T35« 6450 15th A,I.Bde. 59t h,60th Bns. One gulde per platoon from l4th Brigade will meet Officers from
Pelle S9th and 60th Battalions at 0,.10.D.5=8 at 8.30 p.m. tonight.
| Arrange meet and distribute as required, >
T
[ T4 6,15 S5th Aust ,Div, 15th A.I.Bde. G 869 VILLERS BRETOMVEUX will be captured by & converging attack on O
Pl | - the North and South sides and joining in the old British front 5}

line system at P.31.B,6-0, The 15th Australian Infantry Brigade o
less one company will attack from the North. The 1l3th ﬂustraliari
Infembry Brigade will attack from the South., Jumping off ling— |
both Brigades will be the General Line of the road from CACHY \Fﬁ\
) to FOUILLOY, 15th Australien Infantry Brigade will attack in E‘""\\?‘

| . _ %
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Serial Time From To Senders Text of message or telephone conversation. J
No. No.
& 6.15 5th Aust, Div. 15th A.I.Bde, G 869 S.E. Direction so that when the objective is reached their
DelMe right flank will join up with the 13th A.I.Brigade at the

point previously mentlioned nemely P.31.B.6=0., The line of

the advance will be the old British Front line system. "aA"
Battery R.,H.A. and 8 Vickers Mechine Guns are allotted for

the attack, Zero hour will be 10 p.m. Signals will synchron-
ise watches with 15th A, I.Brigade, 3rd GCorps, 8th Div. 13th
A.I.Brigade and Artillery, There will be no Artillery
barrage, Addressed 15th A,I.Brigade repeated 3rd Corps, 8th

Div., 4th Aust, Div,, Div. Arty., 13th A.I.Bde., and all
Div, Units,

75, 740 5th Aust., Div, 15th A.I.Bde, G 207 From dusk onwards untll midnight artillery will fire bursts
Delle rptd. All Unlts of fire 600 yards East of o0ld line . Addressed 15th Aust.,
Inf, Bde. rptd, 3rd Corps, 8th Div. 3rd Aust. Div., 4th
Aust, Div,, 4th D.,A,, 13th A,I.Bde., and all interdivisioml

- Unlts,
76 7«45 Right 15th A,.I.Bde, ReL.O 6. Sit.ua.t;inn unchanged and qulet, I have just returned from
Pe«mes Liaison the line through BOIS L'ABBE and that line appears qui®
fimi I have received your operation order also amendment
No, 1,
T 7.49 5th Aust.Div. 15th A.I.Bde, G 206 22nd D%L.I. (Pioneers) is placed under command of G.0.C%
Delle 15th Aust, Inf. Brigade to be used in conjunction with

counter attack to mop up VILLERS BEETONNEUX., Addresczed
15th Inf, Brigade repeated all reciplents of Order plus

eend D.L,TI., %

<

78 8,50 15th A.I.Bde, Report Centre, ALl B.M, 415 Brigade Report Centre will advance from 0.8.C.8-8 to Quarry O
Delle Units, 22nd4 D.L.I. in 0.17.C. at Zero hour, Addressed Report Centre, 22nd D.L.%

c/o 25th Bde, 5th and all Bde, Units. »rptd. 5th Aust., Div. 8th Div. 14th A,.I.¥

Aust,.Div, 8th Div, Bde. 25th Inf, Bde, 24th Inf. Bde. 23r 4 Inf. Bde, i 3

l4th A.I.Bde, 23, 8

24,25th In £. Bdes. )

s
v B
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79 8455 15th A,I.Bde, 57th, 58th, 59th B.M,416
Pellle 60th Bns,
80 9.5 Dallle 8th Div. 15th il.I:BdE. G 0‘?88
81 9424 5th Aust. Div, 15th A,I.Bde, G 227
Pallle
82 . 9430 15th A,I.Bde, 57th, 58th, 59th BeM.417
Do, 60th Bns, 1l5th
,ﬂ'._. LIT ® EL-B'-
85. 10,10 15th A, I.Bde, Lieut,Col, WATSON Bell, 418
Pelle ¢/o Report Centre
84, 10.15 15gh A, I.Bde, 22nd D,L.I.¢/0 25th B.,M. 419
DeTNle Inf, Bde,,; S5th Aust,
Div, 8th Div, l4th
A.I.Bde,
86« 10,45 Report Centre Brigade Major Verbal
Dels
86e 11440 (+8.0.35 5th Brigade llajor Verbal
Dellls
87 o Report Centre Brigade la jor Verbeal
| eamee f 4 e w i

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Text of message or telephone conversation,
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Prisoners will be sent to advanced report centre,

All troops taking part in the operation tonight vide 8th Div.
Order No, 287 will be under the orders of ¢.0.C. 8th Div..
Addressed 15th and 15th A,I.Bdes. 54th Inf. Bde. 5th Aust.
piv. 58th Div,

From receipt of this message 15th A,I.Brigade and attached
Units come under the comnand of ¢.0.C. 8th Div, whose H.Qrs.
are at GLISSY (N.20.C.) addressed 15th A.I.Bde. rptd. Aust.
corps, drd Corps, 8th Div.,, 5th Div. Arty., and all inter
divisional Units,

Password BIMBO will be used tonight,

Intorm Moblle Horse Arty. Batty. that up to Zero plus one hour
he will keep the cemetry and places in the Northern outskirts
of the village which are likely to harbor M.G, under fire to
prevent them stopping our advance, Wire location of Battery.

Advanced rédport centre established at 0.1%.C.

-
59th and 60th Battalions are in position, INo report from LS
57th Battalion, : Eﬂ

l4th Brigede report 59th Battallon to have passed through 0.243%

A, ¢ol, TAYH at our advanced Headquarters had stated 59th and S

60th Battalions had passed him, No news of 57th Battalion. H\“x

60th Battalion reported to be digging in behind 54th Battalion
in P.19, ©59th Battalion have gone forward but no detalls to

hand. Sy
-
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88. 11,45 Brigede Major l4th A,I.Bde Verbal Rang l4th Brigade and stated it appeared 60th Battalionw ere
DeMa not sure of thelr posibion. Asked that they be given esvery
' agsslstance and pushed forward,
89 . 11.45 Report Centre 15th A.I.Bde, DsBs 895 Owing lost directlion forward move did not develop till 11 p.m.
DelMle All Battallons now report moving in close co-operation., Should

be nearing first objective. In touch with All Battalion H.Qrs.
Sent 15th Bde, reptd., 1l4th Bde, and 25th B de.

25 ;‘1118.
20 1l.45 Report Centre 15th A.I.Bde, W 21 BRACKET (60th Bn.,) report lst objective taken at 12,40 a.m,
B ollle
91, 1+OD 15th A,I.Bde,. 8th Div, bHth B.M. 421 Verbal report irom front states our troops past first objective
8 oI Aust,Div, at 12,45 a.m. Addressed 8th Div. rptd. 5th Aust. Dive
92, 2 a.Jn, 15th A,I.Bde, 8th Div, 5th B.l, 425 Our left Battallon now officlally report having passed first
Aust,Div, | objective at 12.40 a.u,
93, + 240 A M.15th A,I.Bde. 8th Div, 5th B.M. 422 r-ﬁllowing from porward report Centre., Prisoner taken in vicinity
: Aust. Div, of BOIS L'ABBE 478 Regt, 243 Div. steates his Battalion only cane
into line tonight., He thinks Germans intend renew attack
tomorrow, lat and 2nd Battalions attack llorth and South of
VILLERS BRETONNKNX ABANCOURT Road. Two Battelions of each Regt,
of Division also attack, On South of road Prussian pivision
attack, Sent 8th piv. and 5th aust, Dive.
X
94, 2e45 15th A.I.Bde. 8th Div, 5th B.M, 424 at 2415 a.m. prisoner taken by our right Battalion in 0.29.B. =
84, Aust. Div, 48th I.R., 228th Division, This man one of & post of 20 men, L
Regmainder found all killed, Al
95, 248 15th aA,I.Bde, 8th Div., 5th B.M, 425 Three nmore prisoners capbured AAA Wounde@ report our Lroops E
8 4T, Aust. blv, heavily engeged but killing enemy in large numbers., Addreged <%
8th pivision repeated 5th sust., Division, \ ‘\
96, 2.45 8th Div, 15th »,I.Bde, G 796 58th pivision report objective gained but were counter att.auk;d\b
S.M, and since driven back about 200 yards where they are diggimg in
- They are In touch on left with 1l3th Aust., Inf, Brigeade a% g
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MONUMENT. They have not touch on right with Battalion of

175rd Brigade. Machine Gun Fire from direction BOIS D'ARQUENNE
1s being directed on them, 58th Division are sending two

tanks to BOIS D'HANGARD to reach them at dewn and close gap
betweem 9th London Kegt. and 54th Brigade.

o S¢15 a,ms 15th A,I.Bde, G.0.C. 5th Aust. Verbal B.G.C. &sked G.00C, Division if he could teke his reserve
Div, Battalion to exploit success already gained., Permission
granted,
o8 .20 a,me, 1lbth A,I.Bde, S8t h Bn, B.M, 426 Our attack is reported to have been very successful and practice

ally all objectives achieved., Enemy reported in grest strength
but fighting poordy. Our men kiliing him in hundreds. You
will move at once onto reserve line of our front system about
O.24.Central getting communication through to advanced report
centre at Quarry at 0.17.C.. Report arrival, You will send
patrols in advance to fully clear up situation for you on
arrival, You will be prepared (1) to reinforce front lim

if heavily aounter attacked or (2) to further exploit success
1T conditions favorable by pushing slong high ground towards
WARFUSBE - ABANCOURT and turning woods in P.14., 21., and 22,
It must be left to your discretion as to how far you consider
it safe to advance as both flanks may be somewhat exposed and
necessary to turn them back, -

99 S.25 a.m. 15th A,I.,Bde Lieut.Col, WATSON B,M,42%7 Am sending reserve battalion to reserve line of main system 1
ebout 0.24,Central, Be prepared give C.0. full information J
sabout situation on arrival, Probably if situation is favor- U
able he will be ordered to leap frog the front line and push !gﬁ
Torward our posts towards WARFUSEE ABANCOURT turning the wmnd%

in P,20., ?2l., and 22, Warn all Battalions to be prepared to

counter attack, >
100 L @eSel 51 Brigade Major Verbal 14th Brigade report 60th Battelion 500 yards in front of t;\\‘&
Aust,Div. right posts. There is a slight gap between the 60th Bn. and

54th Bn, on our right, Parties of the enemy are wandering

2!
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16L through and are being captured., No news of 57th Battalion,

101 D00 a.M. Bde, la jor Verbal Div, Comnander asked was our HeA.Battery well supplied with
amminition also was it in a position where it ceuld stay in
daylight. '

102 3422 &M, 8th Div, 5th B.M 428 Report Centre states., 2 prisoners 10th Coy. 48th I.R. 228th Div.

Aust, Div,- outskirts VILLE.S BRETONNEUX. Battalion was in support yesterday
103 Sed4d a.m.
104 D49 a.m,
105 350 a.m,
106 4,10 a.m,
1071 4-16 8 .11
108 4,20 8.m,

GENERAL

From

Gi 01 Gl ;| Eth
Aust. Div,

1oth A.I.Bde.

Report Centre

Report Centre

Report Centre

15th ii g I.BdE.

Report Centre

Heport Centre

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

1L5th A.,l.Bde.

loth A.I.Bde,

Brigade Major

Lt.COl. LAYH

57th Bn,

15th A,I,Bde,

15th A,I.Bde,

DB 86

Verbal

B.M.431

D.B. 89

D. B. 90

moraing moving to line in eveningi Had heavy casualties yesterday
morning. sent 8th Div. reptd. 5th Aust. Dive
o0 prisoners to date and 1 light machine gun. Seht 15th A.I.Bde.
repeated flank Brigades,

§9th.Batta1inn report timed 2 a.m., Weare establighed in old
Iront line , Taken about 20 prisoners. our casualties very
light estimated 20. Sent 15.h A,I.Bde repeated flank Brigades.

It appears that our advence was held up by M.G. fire from VILIERS
BRETONNEUX., DBoche was putting up a lot of flares but now dark
and he appears to be quitting VIILERS BRETONNEUX.

59th Battallon report timed 2 a.m. states we are established in
old front line and taken about 20 prisoners. Message ends,
G.0.C. thinks“old front line* must mean CAVALRY SWITCH running
through P,19.D, and 25.A, bhecause message is timed. Take necessaryl
to secure your flank,

. 0" <
Right Company report timed 2.45 a.m.. Digging in along line 40 =
yards west of ‘final objective road. Opposition easttly overcome It
casueltles extremely light., In touch with 59th on rightand D £
Company on left, Ends, sent 15th Bripade repeated flank Brigades &
59t L Battalion report, Our line now runs cross roads 0.50.D.§gp}jir
along road to P.25,B,1-8, eremy casuasltles heavy our casualties s,
moderate, We have two Germen Machine Guns inection. Am in | -

~—r
"
(S V)

F,
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( 15th AUSTRALIAN INFANTEY BRIGADE. | | %96"
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f GENERAYL ST APFPF OPERATION - O T
! Serial Time From To Senders Text of message or telephone conversation.
No. No.,

109 4,356 15t
M,

109 4,35 -1bth A.I1.Bde.
& o1lle

— N iy, N —

110 5410 o8th Bn.
8 0l

111 5 a.m. 15th A,I.Bds.

112 557 1b5th A.I.Bde,

113, 5.37 8th Div.

2 o1l
; 114 G .My LOtH A1 B8
1156 SIS Heport Cent.
8 o0Me

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

8th Div. 5th B.M,
Aust., Dilv.

15th A,TI.Bde. M 20

Rept.Cent, 57th B. M,
58th, 59th,60th

Bns. 15th ALTMB
Mob. H.A.Bty. 22nd
D.L, T,

58th Bn. ¢/o Report
Centre

15th A,T.Bde,

Lieut,Col., WATSON
¢/o Report Centre

15th A,1.Bde,

432

434

B,M,435

G.S, 799

B,M,456

D:B. 228

S - o . - - S — —

touch with 57th Battalion and 60th Battalion. Ends., sent 15th
Bitlgade repeated flank Brigades)

ILeft and centre Battalions 1n position on old front line. Total
prisoners 60 also 3 M.G, addressed 8th Div. rptd. 5th Aust. Div.

All companies on the move. Battalion Headquarters slosing and
moving to 0.17,.C.3=7. Englneer Offlcer and party accompanying.

15th Australlien Infantry Brigade have been driven back 1o U35.D5- |
thence lNorth to U,5,B.5=9 thence 0.24.,B.,9=-1l, Strenuous fighting
in this sector. 57th Battalion take steps to protect flasnks and
gain tauch at first opportunity. Addressed 57th Bn., reptd. Report
Centre, all Bns. A.L.T.,M.B., H.A.Bty. 22nd D.L.I,

You will at once place one company at disposal of 57th Bn. to be
used as latter may direct for clearing up the East and South of
VILLERS BRETONNEUX which is reported to be held and is preventing
our 57th Battalion from jolning with 13th Brigade,.

In confirmation of telephone conversation at 4.15 a.m.. 25gh
Infentry Brigade wlll employ 2nd R.BERKS Regt. as early as possible
to attack and mop up the Northern portion of VILLERS BRETONMIEUX |
as far south as the LONGUEAU-WARFUSEE Road inclusive , 2/R.BERKS A
will come under orders of 1l5th Australisn Infantry Brigade as soon |
as attack 1ls launched. Addressed 26th Infantry Bripgade and 15th |
Austrelian Infantry Brigade

Ls soon as 58th Battelion arrive in forward area and heve had
something to eat hand B.M.435 to C,0. 58th Bn. for action.

Prisoners to date 66. llany light lMachine Guns,

l h/j/’?f“ﬂ%!_:'.-hr%;
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15th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE,

BTAF F

________-..-.—_——-—-_'—‘_—_-_—

PE RAT I ON

e ———— M_

DIARTY,

Text nf'mﬂasaga or telephone conversation.

gerial Time From To Eﬁggﬂrﬂ
LAl Ho, : Lt DR
15th A.I.Bde. §7th, 56th,50th,60th B.M.438
bl ﬁ‘ﬁf - Bna.’ﬁth.ﬂuat.Div.
' 13th A. I.Bde.
117 64,40 15th A.I.Bde. Lt.Col, WATSON, . 439
B.e1lle Report Centre
118, 5e45 Report Centre 16th A.I.Bde, Rptd. D.B. 92
8 M, 8th Div., 5th Aust.,
Div. 25th Inf. Bde.
13th A, 1.Bde,
119, 6 .48 8th Div. 15th A, I.Bde,
B4l

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

- = =

Following from 8th Divislon begins, 25th Infantry Brigede
will employ 2nd Royal BERKS as esmrly as possible to attack
and mop up the Northern portion of VILLERS BRETONNEUX as
fer South as the LONGUGAU-WARFUSEE Road inclusive. 2/R.
BERKS will come under orddrs of 15th Aust, Inf. Brigadeas
goon as attack is launched., MNessage ends. 58th Battalion
will place one company and one scetlon Stokes lortars at
disposal or C.0. 57th Battelion for co-operation., Addsd.
57th,58th,59th,60th Bns, 15th ALTMB, repeated 5th Aust.Div.
13th A, I.Bde., 1l4th A.I.Bde. 25th Inf. Bde. Report Centre.

One section of stokes mortars st present with 58th Dattellon
will be placed st disposal of C.0. 57th Pattalion for
mopping up VILIERS BRETONNEUX. Get in touch with 2/R BERKS
and after they have satisfactorily cleaned up the village
they are to be placed in the Reserve Line of the old front
aystem distributed in depth. Make use of Light Horse to
fully clsar up situation to South of VILLIRS BRETONNEUX
particularly if necessary let them proseed down Western
edge of BOIS L'AB'E until they get in touch with the 15th
Brigade, Battallon Headguarters of 15th Brigade are all
situated in U.3.Central, addsd. Col. WATSON Rptd. 58th DBn.

59th Battalion latest report begins. " A large mumber of tle
enemy is still in VILLERS BRETON EUX. Am stlll advancing
Bast of Villers Bretonneux - Hamel Road in direction of
old British front line., Ends. 57th Battalion ¢ onfirm
this, They are in close touch with 59th Battalion on lef't
and are patrolling to obtain touch with 5lst Battallion on

right, 57th Battalion expect no diff iculty in clearing up
VILIERS BRETONIEUE in the morning, 85th Brigade have recelivdl
instructions to clesr VILLERS BRETONNEUX North of main Z,
ABANCOURT Roed., sent 15th Bde. rptd. Flank Bdes, %
25rd and 25th Inf, Brigades will dig in on general 1li i <y
0.54.D.2—O., 0.5‘1‘,018-?-; 01281018"6., 0128113-8“8-1 N.'Q-

.
1
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GENERAL IR - N S50 A 0 BEERAT I ON B AR - W
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Serisl Time From To Se;ﬁera Text of message or telephone conversation, 4
NGI ________________________________.__._..._____.__. .___9...'_......._. e ET A A S A k" . .

%?rd Infantry Brigede will be responsible for Right Sector as
& ar North as maln LONGUEAU - VILLERS-BRETONNEUX Rosad exclusive,
Eggﬁ.xnfgnégydarégigé §§am.ﬁbnve road inclusive Northwards .
, g esse r Inf, Bdes., repeated 24th Inf. Bde.
{ A.I.Bde. 15th ﬁ.l.me. 1 s

120 6420 58t 1. Battalion 15th A.I.Bde, W 24 Battellon Headquarters established at 0.17.C.35-7.
8. o11ls
121 7.21 Report Centire 15th A.I.Bde, W eZ. Your B.lM. 435 handed to°'C.0. 58th Battalion,
8411,
122 8.0 15th A,TI.Bde. Lt.Col. WATSON, B,M.A44 Four tanks now at AUBIGNY are being placed under my orders to
8ol 67%th, 58th,59th, attack VILIERS BRETONNEUX from the North and assist Col. LAYH,
60th Bns, 1loth ' The 58th Battallion is now placed at his disposal for purpose of |
ALTVNB., attack on villege, Iio more troops however should be employed
- than sbgolutely essentlal, Get into touch with tanks and lssue f
instructions for their employment in conjunction with Gol. LAYH
Understend 2/BERKS now ettacking villege with other tanks and are
sending back prisoncrs., Their Headguarters nesr yours. 1l3th Bdes |
report enemy in Arty.Formation near BOIS D'HANGARD advencing agains |
VILLERS BHETONNEUX addressed Col,WATSON (Report Centre) reptd.
57Tth,o8th,59th,60th Bns and 15th A.L.T. . B,
123 850 Report Centre 15th A.I Bde. VILLERS BRETONNEUX being mopped up. An additional 150 prisoners

8N, heve ealready beem sent back to cage. Light Horse are already

, oub making reconnslssance set out in your message. 1
124 ~ 8.30 [Report Centre 15th A,I,.Bde. W 29 B7th Battallons line approx. runs thraugh 0.30.D.8-5, 0.36.D.8-9. L
E“_‘m' 01501019_21 g
125 8.50 ol, WA 2 x Z
. Co ._JLTSGN 15th A,I.Bde. B.M.445 Please request C,0. 2/BERKS when he has completely mopped up 99
Bellle Report Centre | Northern part of VILLERS BRETONNEUX to clean up the Southern oa A
half Irom the North which commands it. Congratulete him forime .~
on his success to flate, Eifﬂ“xvl
e
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P 156h AUSTRALIAN INFANTKY BRIGADE. e
GENERAL ST APF OPERAT I ON DI4ARTY,
Serial Time From To Senders Text ol message or telephone conversation.
HG‘ Nﬂl
| er—— — s e —_ — e, % — —
126 9415 GeS.0.1 8th Div. B.G.E, 15th Verbal Instruct 2/BERKS to push on in a S.E. direction with their right |
8,0M, A,I.Bde, on the Rallway to fill up the gap between 57th Battalion and the |
right Brigade. On being told of the success of the counter |
attack the G.1 said he would leave the situation in the hands
of the B G‘-ﬂl
12%7 9.40 oth Aust. Didv. 15th A.I.Bdse, G 541 15th Aust, Inf, Brigade reverts to comuand of oth Aust.Division
8. oM, on receipt of these lnstructions, Addressed 15th Aust. Inf. Bde.
repeated 8th Division, 5th BPiv. Arty., 14th Aust. Inf. Bde,
128 10.4 8th Div, loth A,I.Bde. GO 8l4 From receipt of this message 15th Aust.Inf,Brigade will revert
8 .01, to comrand of 5th Aust. Division and 54th Inf, Brigede to comnand |
oI 58th Division., Addressed 54th Inf. Bde. 13th Aust. Inf, Dde, |
15th Aust. In’ . Bde,

129 9.46 8th Div, 15th A.I.Bde, GA 811 The 4 Tanks under Ma jor HUNICAN have been placed at disposal of
8o, G.0.Cse 8th Dlv, for an attack on VILLERS BIETONNEUX £ rom North,

These tanks wilill move at once via 0,15. C.22, and will enter
VILLERS BRETONNEUX on North Side and will mop up_the village.
These tanks will Operate.under orders of G.0.C. 15th Aust. Inf.
Bde. H.Qrs, 0.17.B.2-2, General line around VILIERS BRETONEUX |
at present as follows P,19.B. and D,, P.25,B, and C. 0.36.B,
then to U.5,B.4~8, Line runs thence U.5.D.4-2., U.ll.Central
U.16.Des 235rd Infantry Brigadeis on generel line0.34.Centrel
Cid4.h.9-9, 26th Inf, Brigade on general line C.28.Central, 0.24.
Central. 2nd Royal BERKS of 25th Inf. Bde. now attacking VILIERS
BRETONN EUX irom North and have entered North outskirts or vill age.
Ma jor HUNICAN will report to 15th Australian Infantry Brigade
Headquarters for more detsiled instructions,

130 10.40 [Report Centre 15th A.I.Bde, W 3l B.M, 445 complied with, 7 Officers snd approx. 400 prisoners =
mopped up by 15th Australisn Infantry Brigade and 2/BERKS now &

on road to cage, ' S

131 10.45 Report Centre 16th A.I.Bde. B, M,.446 15th Brigade report timed 10,15 a.m. reads left flank is bei e

] i moved forward to junction with 15th Brigede right in 0.36,. £

| , | | ~

RCDIGTO1/7658
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required

20 and along WARFUSEE ABANCOURT Road, Artillery fire dilspersed
Now reported returning to

Addressed
reptd Aust., Corps, 3 Brigades Div Arty. M.G.Bn. |

2 Oi 501:[)- 9""51 -
60th Battalion
58th Battelion in reserveline of
Right Brigade flank not yet

HIANIddV

13th Infantry

GENERAL ST AP F OPERATION DIARY,
cerial Time From To Senders Texi of message or telephone conversation.
NOoe No.
Inform all concermed,
132 1.26 8th Division 15th A,I.Bde. G.I. 823 Ref. my GA 81l in the event of the tanks not being
Delle for mopping up VILLERS BRETONJYEUX the rallying pﬂint id
N.34.Central,
153 Cel Left Llialson 15th Bde, rptd. M,K.1l2. Right Battallon l1l4th Brigade reports enemy advancing large
Palle artlllery. mnmbers P.26.,A, and C, P.25.D,
134 2ec0 15th A.I.B de, 8th Div, B.lM, 450 Approximate mumber of prisoners captured 7 Officers 320
Pellls Other Ranks,
1556 2.40 Report Centre 15th A.I.Bde, D.B. 93 At 2 p.m, about 3 Companles enemy advanced through P.19. and
Delle
parties and they sought cover,
their own lines,
156, 2«30 5th Aust. Dlv, 15th A.T.Bde, G 391 Right Battellon Centre Brigade report 2 p.m. enemy advancing
Delle in large numbers in P,.26.A, and C, and P.25.Dse
ord Corps.
flenk Divisions,
13% .50 Report Centre 15th A,I.Bde, W 28 B Compeny S57th Battelion have taken 4 monenwerfer guns in
8 4T, mopping up VILLERS BRETONVEUX.
158 S48 15th A,I.Bde. 5th Aust. Div, B.M. 452 Approx. frontages held by Units of this Brigade. Right to
p.m' lﬁf'b 5'?th Bn' f!‘ﬂm 0.56;]}-1-2 " 0-361315-9-
59th Battalion 0,30,D.9=3 to P.25.B.2=6.,
P.25.B.2=6 to P,20,A.4~b,
Iront system 0.,24,.Central.
connected with 15th Infantry Brigade, Difficult to do this
in daylight owing to enemy M.G. activity,
Brigade flank will come up tonight and cnnﬂectinn.estahlishﬂdq
138 3 el left Liaison 15th A,.I.Bde, [¢Ke 13 ight Battallon reports Hun retiring from attack on.BOOKS b5 8
2 B 61 0 LI‘UI‘I’L

Artillery here using shrapnel on line P.20.Central’ m‘h
to P.26.Central, oo

e

"
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139 3454 Bth Division 15th A,.I.Bde. GA 829 In confirmetion of telephonie instructions to 25th Inf. Brigede
PeM, 2¢nd D.L.I, and 2nd R, BERKS willl co=-operste in every way
possible with the four tanks which are moving from the North intd
VILIERS BRETONIEUX to mop up the Southern portion of the village
Addressed 25th Inf., Brigade beptd. 15th Aust. Inf, Bde.

140 306 bth Aust. Div., 155h A,I.Bde, G 406 Ref, my G 391, Attack broke down under our artillery and I.G.
Dol fire., ¥Front line report 2,40 p.m. enemy seen to scatter and take
cover, Guns making excellent shooting and inflicting casualties
in P,25, Addressed 3rd Corps reptd. all recipients G.391.

4 .27 15th Aust.Inf, 15th A,I.Bde. G 9, Latest reports show enemy 1is still in southeast cobner of VILLELRS
Pelle Bde, BRETONNEUX near Rallwey Bridge in 0.36.C. but rest of village cleear
o Tenks are now on thelr way to mop up Rallwey bridge and go on
to monument and MONUMENT wood, Aftcrwerds while two of the tanks
clear up MONUMENT wood one will go West towards our line and cover |
advance of 50th Battalion to join up with 15th Infg Bde., addressed
50th,blst, 52nd Dattalions reptd. 49th, Bn. 13th I.G.Coy. 13h
AL, T.M,B. 15th Agst Inf. Bde,

141

142 6.4 8th Divisilon 15th A.I.Bde, . G 100 1 Tank accompanled by one company Pioneers wilill move at once and
Dellls mop up S.E, corner of VILIERS BRETONNEUX aboub Reilway Bridge -
0,36,C.4=4, When the place 1ls clear partiy with one tank will mowe
on Monument wood U.6,A.. 13th Aust, Brigade are co-operating with
attack on Monument Wood., Staff Officer is proceeding now to
H.Qe. 22nd D.L.I. to order the move, Addressed Tenk, 22nd D.L.I.
25th Brigade, Rptd. 13th, 15th Aust. Inf. Bdes.

1453 6456 5th Aust, Div, 15th A,I.Bde, G 428 Kef, @ 412, TNo further development., DBoche appears to have takenl»
Dallle cover BOIS de VAIRE and HAMNEL, %

144 10,50 135th A.I.B de, 15th A,I.Bde, B 428 2 companies 49th Battallion will £ill in line between Raillway limg
Dol at 0,56,D,1=2 and right flank of 57th Battalion at 0.36.D.5=8. ""
_ 50th Battelion will link up with 49th Battalion at 0.36.D.1=2,
Head of 49th Battelion Companies to be at Cross roads 0.27.D.3-4
at 1l p,m. where they will be met by guldes from 57th Pattalion.
49th Battelion Headquarters to remain with 50th Pattalion H.§. \

ﬁ/ e

-

)

'y
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145 1240 15th A,I.Bde. LtCol, WATSON B.l.461 Instruct 0.C, "AY Battery R;H,A. attached this Brigade that
& 40N, Report Centre he is to deal with enemy tanks in addition to present tasks.,
57,58,59,60th Bns, Actual methods and posltions for dealling with tanks to be

left to digcretion of Battery Comuander., It has been definitely
established that success of enemy attacks in VILLERS BRETONNEUX |
atteck was largely due to Tanks., Addressed Lt.Col. WATSON |
for transmission to 0C. "A" Battery R.H.A. reptd. 57th, 58th, |
o2th, 60th Bns, Lieut.Col. WATSON to report completion.

146 12 643 oth Aust,Dive 15th A.I.Bde. G 488 An attack is belng carried out tomorrow 26th inst. on front
Delle the NONUMENT U.6,A.5=5) to U.l0.,Ce2=0 to reestablish the line
from the Southern edge of BOIS DE HANGARD (U.22.B.1-8) to the
MONUMENT inclusive, Iloroccan Division wlll have for thelr
objective line from U,1l7.A,1=5 to MONUMENT inclusive. 8th Div,
will conform and bring up their right rlank so as to establish
| the line from the NONUMENT (exclusive) to the rdoad about
| | 0.96,.Central, Atlack will be carriddout under a creeplng barrags
| advancing at rate of 100 yards in four minutes., There will be
no preliminary bombardment. There will be no Infantry advance
by 5th Aust, Div. Bth Aust., Div. ﬂrtillerg‘will malke 8 demons-
stration 1n form of a creeping barrage. Zero hour 5.15 a.m.
Acknowledge., Addressed 8th, l1l4th, 15th Inf. Bdes. Div. Artiy.
H.G. Bpn. Ploneexr Bn, reptd. 5ru.ﬂust Div,, 8th Dive, Aust,
corps. 4th Aust. Div. .

147 1.40 a.m, 15th A,I.Bde. 57th,58th,5°th, B.l1,463 The French are attacking thlis mornlng 26th inst. from HANGARD
| 60th Bns, 15th Wood to the MONUMENT (U Gl o 5=5) mmrﬂccan.Divlalun.W1ll have
| _ ALTMB, Report forA their objective line from U,.17.A.1l=6 to MONUMENT inclusivatj
| Centre, lobille The 8th ZOUAVES Regt, will be on the left. Zero hour 5,15 a.my
| H.A.Batt, 22nd 50th Battellion, 13th Brigade A,I.F. will conform to attack 3L
| D,L.I. 13th L.H, joining with French on right., 2 Companies 49th Battelion joln <

with 57th Battalion on left sbout 0.36.Central, Attack will be =
carried out under a oreeping barrage advancing at rate of 180 -
yards in four minutes. No preliminary-bombardment. There w ll
be no Infantry action by 5th Aust.Div, oth Dilve. Arty. are
meking a demonstration in form of a creeping barrage. All i;,
9,

troops mast be drawn clear of line 0,36.C.8=3. D.9=2,, P, 314,
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25,D,4=6, 20.C.5=5, and B,5=5 before 4 a.m.., ACKNOWLEDGE. Addsd.
Report Centre, All Bns, 1l5th A.L.T.M.B. "A“ Bty. H.A, 13th L.H.

148 Ledl 5th Aust. Div. 15th A,I,Bde. G 501 Troop of Light Horse reverts to Divisional Command from recelpt

5 1 £ pptd Lt.Col, of thesge instructions., Addressed 15th Inf. Bde. repeated Lt.Reld.
Tatson,
. h Aust, Div. 15th A.I1.Bde, @ 550 Reports recelved indicete objective gained on front of 8th Div,.
149 i?me ot front, U.6.,A.,8=5 to 0.36,D.3=9, Touch is being malintained with
prench on right and 15th-Aust, Inf. Bde on left.
o4 oth Aust, Dive. 15th A.I1.Bde. G 538 15th Aust. Inf. Bde. in co~operation with 13th Aust. Inf. Bde.
oy ;?m.o will carry oub reconndissance to ascertain possibility of occupying

old British front line, during deylight today. If 1t is not
considered advisable to advance to it during daylight the advence w1
be made during darkness tonight, Detalls willl be arranged by
Brigadiers 13th and 15th Aust., Inf. Bdes direct., Boundary betweenm
13th and 15th Aust, Inf, Bdes. will be road running through 0.56.D.
P.31.0. end D, This road will be inclusive to,15th Aust. Inf. Bde.
The right flank of 15th Aust, In f. Bde, after the advancewill rest
where old British line crosses the road in vicinity P.51.D.3-6,
ACKNOWLEDGE., Addressed 15th A,I.Bde. rptd. 5th Aust. Div. Arty. j
8th Div. Aust, Corps., 3rd Aust, Div. 4th Aust. Div, l4th A.I.Bde. :
f
151 4 peme DHih Aust. Dive 15th Inf. Bde. G ©71 Reference my G 538 , Action of 13th Aust. Inf, Bde has now @aen %j?
cancelled, Action of 15th Aust, Inf. Bde. 1s postponed. Definite

instructions will be issued later, Addressed 15th Inf. Bde. rptd.rm
all reclpients G 538, P
C
152 4,25 15th A,I.Bde., Report Centre, B.M, 470 Re C,0's conference, Action of 13th Aust. Inf. Bde., 1ls cancellgd.;;
Dellls * 57th, 58th, 59th, Action of 15th Aust, Inf. Bde. is postponed. Definite Ingtructlions
60th Bns, will be lssued later, addsd. Leport Centre, all_Bnﬂ..ﬂGKHGWLSDGEéjﬁ.
5 4o 1586h A.I.Bde. Report Centre B, 471 8th Div report that officers patrol rgturned from VILLERS~-BRETONNEUX
155 p.i? alE BNS . : report all quiet in the town and no signs of hostile attack, Officer
went as far as bridge over Ralilwey 0,36.B.4=3, Addsd all Bde. Units
-
ir
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154 4,31

P o1l

1556 4 .45

p !m-

156 5410

p iml

1B%7 6.e2'

Dellle

158 . P

P o1l

159 "7 + D6

Pallle

i 160 10.20

GENERA L

Prom

15th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGATIL. oy

1o

STAFEF

Senders
. -

OPERAT I O?N i T . - .

Text of mesaage or telephone conversation.,

59th Battalion

Report Centre

15th A,I.Bde

15th A.I.Bde.

oth Aust. Div.

5th Aust. Div.

C.R.E, Sth Aust

Div

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

— —— ——————

151:'11 f!-n IIBdE|

16th A.I.Bde,

col,LAYH, 58th,
59th,60th Bns.

R4/ 34
W 54

B, M, 474

13.14th Aust.Bdes,

57th,58th, 528h,
60th Bns. Col
WATSON,

15th A,.I.Bde

15th A,.I.Bde,

15th A,I.Bde,

B.M.478

G 595

G 606

N 664

One enemy plane has been shot down in 0.31l.Central by Lewis
gun fire of one of our posts, |

Reference R4/34 map location should read P.25.D. Machine is
8 5 seated biplane, and fell in enemy lines, ‘

Reference B, M, 470, If fresh instructions not issued in time
for attack tonight would like you, but at your entire dilscretion
to reorganise the line so that it will be held by 60th on left
and 59th on right, Suggest boundary aboul F.25 Central, Also
if any of present posts are apparently marked dowm by enemy

or position can be improved instruct Battallon concerned to
leapfrog forward with this object. 57th Battallon to be withdraw
into sultable positlion in Reserve, If no other instructions -
received by 8 p.m. this message will be taken lnto efifect.
ACRNOWIEDGE. Sent Col, LAYH. repeated 58.59,60th Bmd. 13th,l4th
augt, Inf. Bdes,

Ygﬁ-will move your respective Battalions Headdquartiers to another
position tonight, 1In case of 57th Battallion Col., LAYH will
remain at present Brigede Report Centre to represent B.G.Ce
Jiajor AITCHISON will esteblish 57th Battalion Headquarters.

KGﬂl. WATSON will remain with Col., LAYH until change of Command.
%ﬂfarennaimy @570 AAA Line &t present held to be cnnanlidatadzh;
tonight, G 538 is cencelled. Div, Comuander approves Brigade 4
frontage to be held with two Battalions line and two Battallonav
in Brizade Reserve in 0,24,. Addressed 15th &im Inf, Dde. rptdJii
all recipients ¢ 570. E%

Following from 3rd Corps begins, Prisoner 9th Coy. 78th l.h. 3
19th Division captured about U,6. or U.ll. 26th inst states ~_
relieved 419th I.R., early this morning. %?qab

ILieut, BEAT and party will be detached from 15th Aust. Inf. Bde.

—
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Serisl Time

Noe.

GENERAL

From

R

161
162

163

164

165

166

16%.

2eD0 a.Mm,

4,5
..M,

4456
8 oI,

6.25
= RPREE Y

® -3
- @
5 o
-

9,14
8 o1M,

6¢37
8 o1,

Report Centre

60th Bn.

Revort Centre

Report Centre

15th A.I.Bde.

Report Centre

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Report Centre

To

15th AUSTRALIAN INFANTHRY BRIGADE.

ST A B

Senders
HO.

15th A.I.Bde. B S.

15th A.I.Bde.

15th A.I.Bde.

15th A.I.Bde.

15th A.I.Bde.

bth aAust Dive

15th A,I.Bde,

B 8

W 869

W71

W 25

B.M489

W 65

St
-
oS
P ERATI OHN D I:A R X,

ki

Text of message or telephone conversation,

- - —— == e
T ——————— — e
== e g -

and will carry out Company dutles, 8th Field Company will wotk with
this Brigade, Addressed l4th Fleld Company repeated 15th Aust. Inf.
Bde.

Relief reported complete at 2,40 a.m.

Report from 59th Battallon received 3.45 a.m. relief complete. Bn.
Headquarters situated in cellar in Chateau at 0.30.C.%3=-4, Line with
Brigade Headjuarters has been cut for last half hour. Linesmen have
gone along from this end,

60th Battalion has pushed forward along whole front to P.19.D.8~9
along HAINEL = VILLERS BRETONNEUX Road to P.25.,A.7=3. Ixect line not
definively known but have geained roasd, Am in touch with Units on
both flanks, Very heavy machine. Gun fire enoduntered. casualties heavy

.!

C.0. 60tH Battelion reports operations complete success and new positio

being cchsolidated,” At least 6 heavy enemy Mechine Guns captured also

some J.igﬁt Mergune and a few Lewls Guns, OQur casuslties estimated at
&

between B0 end 60.

Message from 60th Battalion front line timedd 6.25 a.m. commences.,
Enemy pbout 1,500 yerds away advancing in open order towards us. Ie
is in Btring force and is coming direct on our front. Ends. FrFurther
messagé from same source states that enemy ls massing in P.27. Our
Artillery is dealing with the situatilon,

Following from advanced Headquerters. lessage from 60th Battalion
front line timed 6.25 a.m., Enemy about 1,500 yards away advancing
in open order towards ud, He 1g in strong force and coming direct ong;
our front, Ends, prurther message same source states enemy massing “
in P.27. Artillery dealing with situation, Eﬁ“ﬂ; ‘

EAN el Y

d

A

C.0. 57th Battelion reports his line now rumning from approx. 0.24.C.

L??B{
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. 15th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. Q{;r
GENERA L STAFPFF OPERATION D I AR Y. _4
e e e - : — m——— _—_—-—-—————‘_—--_——‘_'—___-_—_—__—-_—-_——_—-— —_— |
. Serial Time From To Senders Text of message or telephone conversation.
Eﬁna o, . insT x
L __——_—-___-_—__—_________.—_____.______._-————————-—-—_—-—
Qa2 = 0.29.B.9-9. = 0.29.B.Central, = to road 0.29.B.5-4,
Battelion Headquarters approximately 0.l1l7.Central.
Lre 15th A.I.Bde, W 72 C.0. 59th Battalion reports his line
i S'?no p e T 0.30.D.8=3, = P,25,4A,8-8, AAMKXEBEXIFLNX
th A.I.Bde, W %76 Trom Col. TAVH., All necessary steps taken for launching a
e Saport Ce e i n e counter attack if necessary, Bosche does not appear to
8.4Me have yetfadvanced to close range,
: . - ounded man from 60th Battalion front line informed Najor
Sihg By 1% et rbale o - gHHIHG that Bosche never got neare® our { ront line than 400
o yords and that they could deal with him effectively,
‘ 400 yards 1in
15th A, I.Bde, W 78 From Major KURING. Enemy digging in about
il e b front of 60th Battalion, Our artillery causling meny
e casualties as he 1s approximately digging in oub S.D.S.
1ine, He advanced in mass and slaughter was terrible.
| th Aust. Di¥ B.1L498 Reports from front line timed 8,15 a.m. staite enemy now
e S i o Eﬁth#A.I.BdE..l&th digging in 400 yerds in front of our left Battalion, Our
L A.I.Bde, 20 D, A, ar%%llery causing meny casualtles as he 1s approximately
i i digging in on our S8.0.S., line. The enemy advanced in mass
and slaughted caused by our artillery wes terrible, All
arrengements well in hand for counter attack by us 1f necess ary
addressed 5th Aust, Division, 13th A,I.Bds. l4th A.I.Bde.
20th D.A. 1
R t Centre 15th A, I.Bas, W 79 aituation now quiet, Bosche right 1s at P.QO.Q.G-B end he M
we z'iﬁ o i " s extends S.W., 700 yards in a line parallel to line we hold., %
oo m
R ' - 1 ts b &
\ h aust ., Div, B,M, 496 Re B,M. 490. Lieut.Col, LAYH returned f?qm fﬂrwarq post
i oo Wit o i ggthHD.ﬂ. 15th reports our line ruming North cuts VILL:ZLS BRETONIEUX Road E
i A, I.Bde, 1l4th at P.25.A,9-5 and then runs North from there to P.20.A¢4=0 <
A, I.Bde. in touch with 14th A, I.Brigade right post, | jb\

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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15th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. 3 | | ‘ = 6;,
GENEG®A L STAPF OPE RATION DIARY
Serial Time F rom To Senders Text of message or telephone conversation
Nﬂ. : Nﬂl
175 11.45 15th A.I.Bde. oth Aust,.Div, B.M. 500 Eaemy shelling 60th Batiallon front line and his planes
aEme dropping flares evidently @irecting his artillery, Our
4 : artillery is replying,
176 11,47 Report Centre 15th A.I.Bde, W el Enemy planes Ilying low and dropplng fleres over our
8 M. front line in P,25. Can our air squedron deal with them,
Ky 6 4 12415 15th A,.I1.Bde. Report Centre B.M.501 Re W.8l:. Fighting patrols have been despatched to
Pellle counteract, i
178 12414 Report Centre 15th A.I.Bde, W 82 our planes have driven off enemy planes from our front |
Dellls ' 11113. |
179 1.50 L5th A,I,.Bde. Report Centre B.M, 504 59th Dattalion will send an Officer to Report Centre at

to meet C.0. 46th Bn, and arrange details of relief .

|
Pelle 59th Battalion 4 peme today 27th with full particulars of dispositions \
Addressed 59th Bn, reptd. Report Centre. |

180 1,50 15th A.I1.Bde. 5th Aust.Div, B. M. 505 60th Battalion report enemy barrage falling on their front
Pelile and Infantry assembling in rear, Artillery informed.
181 2l 15th A.1.Bde. 5th Aust.Dilv. B.M. 508 Re B.l. 505, Front line report enemy troops scattered
P« in square 27 by our artillery, May searchinz fire be |
arranged, X
| O
182 2410 Report Centre 15th A,I.Bde. D.B.105 At 1,50 pem. shelling weas heavy on 60th Battalion, Enenw%
Dol weve recported advancing in P.27.,., Our Artillery opened =

dispersing them to cover, Our heavies then caused them (3

further trouble, Situation now normal, L
kv |

185 2430 15th A,I.Bde. 5th Aust,.Div, 1ldth B, M, 502 Frurther to B.lM. 508. At 1.50 p.m. shelling wes heavy c?h\\*:‘
Pellle A,I.Bde, l4th A,I. 60th Battalion front and enemy advence reported in P.27. o

Bde, =20th D.A, Our artillery opened dispersing them to cover. Our heavies

then caused them further trouble, Situation now normal.,
addressed 5th Aust., piv, 13th and 14th A.I.Bdes. and 20 D.A.

——
L 3

* ' &
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~ 15th AUST RALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADI, , <
GE NERATL ST AR F OP ERATI ON DL AR Y,
Serial Time rrom To Senders Text of message or telephone conversation.
Nﬂ. i - 1\]—0- e ¥l
184 S+40 Datils 15th A.I.Bde, 59th Bn? 5th B.M, 512 59t Battallion will be relieved by 46th.Battallon tonlghi
Aust,Div, Report Eth/BBthLﬁpﬂil in area South of the VILLERS BRETONIEUX
Centre, All PBns, WARFUSEE ADBANCOURT Load., Thiés road will be inclusive
13th A.I.Bde., l4th tc 15th Brigade, Detalls of relief will be arranged between
A.I.Bde, Battallon Comunanders concerned, On relief one company of

59th Battalion may at the discretion of the C.0. be quartered
in previous position in the AUBIGNY ZDNE. ACKNOWILEDGE.
Addressed bth Aust. Div., 59th Battalion, Report Uentre,
All Bde, Units, 1l5th A,I.Bde,

185 4 DM, 15th A.I.Bde, 15th ALTMB, 12th B.M, 513 Two mortars of 15th ALTMB at 0.56.,B.0-2wwlll De relieved by
ALTMB, Report 12th A.L,T.M.B. tonight 27th/28th. Illortar teams on relief
Centre, 59th Bn, will be disposed as C,0., 16th A, L.T.M,B, may direct. MNMortars
willl be mutdelly exchanged and rear guns collected by 1l5th
A, L, T, M.Bs from 12th A,L.,T.M.B. 8t N.15,Bse ACEKNOWLEDGE, |
addressed l5th eand 12th A.L.T.M.B. reptd. Report Centre 59th

Battalion,
» 186 4,59 Report Centre 15th A,I.Bde. D.B.107 1In P,2l. and P,27, enemy are dribbling forward in twos and
Delle threes., Apparently strengthening their line. Our artillery

ls going to seerch valley in P,21, Enmemy appears to be hold=
ing trench P.26.A, 0-0 *to P.26.C.,0-0. strobgly. Our low

flying planes have been dolng very good wobk 1in P.26, amd |
7. Enemy firing occasional salvos 5.9%s otherwise quiet.,
Situatiion satisfactory,

187 . 5.20 15th A,I.B de. 5th Aust.Div, 1l4th B, 517 In P.21l., and 27. enemy are dribbling forward in twos and
DM A.I.Bde, loth A,T, threes apparently strengthening their line, Have enrrangéd?>
Bde, 20th DB.A. for Artillery to search valley in P.,21, Enemy appears to ﬂb%

12
§

be holding strongly the trench in P,26,A, 0-0. to P.26.C.04
our low flying planes have been doing very gacd.wark in |
P.26, and 27, Occagsional salvos of 5.9's on our Reserve (7
Liine otherwise aulet, Addressed 5fh Aust. Div. rptd. 14t
A,I.,Bde, 15th A,I.B de, 20th D.A.

\w
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p 5 | ‘ 1B AUSTRALIAN INFANTKY BRIGADE - 6:_7,
{ | E ,f ¥
GE NE RA L ST AR T OPERATION DIARY,
g T | R Il o e M e 2
_—_—_—‘———_——————_—‘Tc senders Text of message or telephone conversabion.
Serial Time From " TWo. ! L
Hﬂ. e 1 b iy 3 - o 0 S
| o I,518 our esdvanced Headquarters reports timed 6.50 pPee OUr o, S
186 74295 15th A.I.Bde. 5th Aust. Div. B Signal fired about opposibe MONUMENT WOOD. Our Artillery
Dallle replying. oOur own Brigade front quiet,
30th Battalion tonight.,
n.M.512.A 58th Battalion relieve 60
h .&l Iin-El 5th ﬂuﬁt- Div-
s g'i? i 14th A,I.Bde.
- > l1ief complete 58th and 60th Battalion 12.595 8.0
th Arust. Div. B.M.526 ke
190 1 s.me 15th A.I.Bde.. © .
15th A,I.Bde. w &d 16th A, L.T.M.B., reports two mortars relleved DY 12th A.L.T.M.B
191  10.45 p.n.Report Centre poe at 10 P
' z5 15th A.I.Bde. B5th Aust. Dive B.M; 527 Relief complete, 59th and 4§th.Battalimnal}.15 B, ‘
192 ll Lede a 1 -
8 o1 _ :
: ' 228th Inf.
1 isoner Sth Compeny 2nd Battallon ?5th.ﬁagt. e
e oD Bibport. Centdm SRR 500 - i g?ﬁiﬁ?aﬁ brought in wounded, las been puried in cellar
8o, VTILERS BRETONNEUX since night 24th/Z5th. -
| Regiment 228th
g, Ath Company lst Battallion QBEH Leg
O e PRt Dontre GRS 900 Wi %gﬁiziiimgizight in, #ound in cellar BILLERS BRET ONNEUX
E-..T!I.

T ¥ rise. The 228th
our counter attack was & complete surp .
%Eiziiry Division wes to be relieved night 24t§{25tﬁ ﬁg?il.
Sogth Div. made rirst atteck on VILLEKS BRETO%LEUK Igﬂur
: tpenches arter occupying the trenches for three or

days, situation unchenged. %E
' : be under the f
111 detail forthwith twd sectlons to L %
1956 1055 5th Auste. Div, 15th A, I.Bde. G 796 g;léeis ud at thé diﬂpﬂﬂﬂl of the G.0.C. 15th A. Iiﬁdg'; r_.;",
iy Lolmowledge. Addressed Lieut. REID rptd 15th Brigade. 5=
. 4th Brigade complets. addressed
| : B, M 536 Relief of 1b6th Brigade by Y
| 196 11,50 15th A.I.Bde. 4th Aust. Div, De st. Divisions. 5
| i AgBt Diva 4th and 5th auste D %
S
|
e
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Liouts0od. TAXH, 57th Bottalion,
57th Battellion,
f3th Battalion,
soth Sottolion,

.If"" ;;é’? ﬁ‘q
P '-f."f::r‘ ?“‘5."{‘?
w o \* 7704,
k:{ _ AN

F ¥ R j
v
J :

—ﬂq

| 36

|

{|

i /
e

fipy XL

r | l--..
ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ;- J. #Hﬂ,p“"

warr piody

M lo

staf'f Captain,
BIG.O!} 18th ﬂ.I.Erlgﬂd3|

3 Jonlces

30th Battelion,
Lith ﬂ_iI&lT.iiiB]#
Conlus tod

5¢h ‘ust, Ui?iﬂiﬂn,
fth A-I-Bri ﬂdﬂ,

h#thvhjluﬁr
J4th Inf, Br

d
eies:

25th Inf, Brigndo,

ith

2ird Inf's Brigoda, 2

i -ﬂ-ah‘btﬂ iﬁn.

lEth Light dorano,

La

I

De

- dntor=Bottallion boundery ia

Lawing Tound a0 as to flank VIL

Tho oporations montionod in B.ii.B83 and 380 will bdo oarrisd out in coniurct::
wi:hﬂath Jivislen st timo to ho notifiosd latur. Following altorations %c be !
NOoToU . :

Attack to bo madd by 80%h PButtalion on 1lofd, 56th Bottall 1 *
87%h Hattollon in lmmodinto regorve, ’Zé Errmrm o T T
Tho attack will B0 mado in tws bounds, 1ot objootiwu tolng tho
from riad junotion Q.18.0.8«b. oxolusive o
in 0loso touch with:1lé¢sh Srigndo
De12.A,Coniral.,

| road rMmning
5 suffiolontly oloso thoroto to b
sront lino, whish im atetod to bo about

i r:uannniaaanno will O madd S0 nmoodritaln dofinitoly vhors this flenk wild
'OBTe .

Tho right of tho 30%h Bedtelion will oxtond to roocd junstion ln Q0.84,A,f8ap,
inolunlivo, 59th Battoalion will oxtond Pfrom lost mentionsd read Junetion to
Northorn odgo of VILLLRS BaRTONJIEUX,

- Tho intor-Battallon dboundery is subjoot to adiusitmont by Battelion Oommondor.

gonsormond.

vhon lat ohjootivo Is aoourod tho lolt of aoth Battalion will svine forusr:
untll & point 1s =e@lS rosched ebout P.13.3.3-0 80 oz to bring ’Bhg front
parallol to road mn-ing from P.i.?.n. € o PePB4J40=5, which vill bo tho

nd obivotivo,
iﬂlﬂ-ﬁﬂiﬁTﬁm

proviglonally Pixod ot rord Junotion
R 2-%

vhich la inolusivys to G0%h Eattalion.

This scoond movomint will plvot on right of tho #0th Battallon, whiosh wil}
LLES BRUTON ‘BUX., |

tho objont of the movemont 1d to throston tho onomy

WA AGANCOURT Rond and rodaeln ouwr front lilno,
b mey not be noposssry o proccod outiroly to tho 2nd objootivo ag our old
ont 1ino is not so for forward, that im If tho roal objootive, tho ola To ¥ 2% T

s gommuniontions on tho

turo of VILLE.W BRETONNEUX can bo obtoinnd and oar ald frent 1ino rogtorod
.. without going oo far. _

Tho 0th DIVISION io attaoking estride tho Inllway and will olosdr tho vilingo,
o 87th Battallon will Do In immodlats rosorvo and will ho rondy to earry
out similar duby in tho ovont of tho Oth Diviaion not gotting forward.

Tronoh ‘iortar Betiory will ococporato ns in provious ordowr.

four liobllo :pe™ino Jlnp hevoe hoon allot®sd o sash 50th »nd 80th Battaliong,
POgition of (Muay Loft Dattuelion 0.18.3.. right “ottolion 0,17.Ds Socotien
Commandora will ropoirt to Battaellon Commandors gonssrnod.
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& Crptoin Sor
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Headquarters, i N
15th Australian Infantry Brigade
29th April, 1918, = # N

Headquarters, |
| 5th Aust, Division, /

=

-,

, As requesied, I herswlfh submit & report on the

action of the 22nd Durham Light Infaniry during the operations on n
24th/25th April and during the 25th,
AL 7447 pems oOn 2444418+ the following signal -
message was recelved at th?ﬁse Headquarters:

To A5th A, I.Brigade,

22nd D.,L.I, (ploneers) is placed under command of G.0.C. 15%h i
Infantry Brigade to be used in conjunction with counter attaclk
to mop up VIILERE-BRE TONIEUX AAA addressed 15th Infantry Brigade
repeated all récipients of order plus 22nd D, IL.I,

oy |

5th Aust, Division,

On receipt of this message steps were at onee
taken by my Brigsde Major to get into touch with the 22nd D. L.I. but
he was unsuccessful until abou¥ 9 p.m. when the C.0, (Lt.Bol, JANES)
was dlscovered to be at the Headquarters of the 25th Infantry Brigade
at the Quarry in 0.17.C, Lieut.Col, JAMES came to these Headqua riers
at 9,30 pen. at BLANGY TRONVIILE and had fully explained to him the
situation also what actlon was requiréd of him and his Battalion,

These orders were taken down by Lieut,Col., JAMES in writing and were
as followa:

L]
uliea® £

L.

P N, T rl-.f-'

Zero plus 1 heavybarrage on VILLERS-BRETONIEUX will 1ift, on barrage
lifting Battalion will move into VILLEKS-BRETONNEUX and mop <o ups —
"hen thoroughly mopped up hold the VILLERS LINE from main VILLERS
BRETONIEUX - WARFUSEE ABANCOURT road northwards approximately. At
zero hour 2 Battelions 15th Australian Infantry Brigade will advance
FOUILLOY=CAC Road and by Zero plus l,hour will make good the line

of the road from 0,18,D.2-9, 22nd D.I..I, Wwill be prepared to advance
at zero plus 1 and mop up the village as abovementioned as fer as |
the road running from 0,34.,D. t0o 0.36,B,

2nd North Hants will be responsible for mopoing up village to South -
of above mentioned rosd. Hold line 0.30.D,l=4 through 0,30.B, :

g S L]

'

-

; Lieut,Col, JAMES expressed the opinion that he :
was doubtiul whether he could get his Battalion ready in time and twige
returned to tell me of this, I impressed upon him that providing he
mppped up the village during the night it really did not matter what — i
time he moved, He did not seem to know where his Battalion really
at the tine, | =

Since then I have not receilved any messages n
recelved a vigit from any representative of the 22nd D.L.I, No organ
action of this Battalion in the operation can Le verified,

Today I despatched an O0fficer to asceriain the
movements of the Battallon on the day in question, The C.0. was 1ot
avallable but the adjutant gave the following informationg

24,4.,18: C€.0, returnea from 1l5th Infantry Brigade H.Q. at 10.45
D, and the following order was issued at ll.%g p.m.?
"At zero plus one hour Barrage on VILLEKS-BRETONNEUX will .
1ift, On barrage lifting 22nd D.L.I, will move into VILLER§=
BRETONIEUX and mop 1t up. When thoroughly mopped up Bettalion
will hold VILLERS BHETON EUX line from Main VILIERS-BRETONIEUX
- WARFUSEE-ABANCOURT Hoed Horthwards approx. 1000 yards, At
zéro hour < Battallons of 15th Australlan Infantry Brigads
will advence offi FOUILLOY=CACHY Road and by zero plus 1 hour \
will malke good line of road 0.18 and 0.29,¢ 22nd DeL.I. will o,
be prepared to move at zereo plus 1 hour and mop village as -
above mentioned as far as Road ruming from 0,34.D, t0 0,36,B.
2nd NORTH HANTS will be responsible for mopping up Village to
SOUTH of ebovementioned road and Battalion will hold line
‘ 0+30.D.1=4 through 0,30,B.,2=9, :

"B" Company will mop up from 0.29, to 0.30 Central Northwards,/
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"c" company from roed running perallel to main road ruming =
in 0,34, 35. inclusive, N

"A" company will mop up ard get into touch with 2nd HANTS
from Southern Boundary inclusive to ¢ Company's boundary.
Companies will take special precautions that none of the
| enemy are left in the village on arrival at their objective.,
:'r | "B" Compary will hold left of line and "A" Company right, .
| "c" compeny willbe in reserve on road rumming {rom 0,30.A.
through 0,84.C.

a At sbout same time that order wad issued Companies were also
: informed that zero hour was to e 10 peli.

: No mess s reporiting progeess were received from companles

b during night 24th/251ih,

B The only repori bearing on operations was a report from "A"

company, Extracts froam this read as follows:

! 24th April: Company moved forward and took up position

] O0fi 1ine ApProX 0,27.D.6=8 to 0.,28.,5.,0~0.
25th April: In mornlng Company moved forward to mop up
village ol VILLEKS-BRETONIEUX, In thls operatlion they
captured 4 M.G., 6 Officers and 70 Other Ranks, After

| clearing part of wvillage sllotied to them they returned

1_. to line rumming from 0,27.D.6=8 to 0,28,8,0-0 about € pem.

' Lbout 6 peite Compeny recelved orders to proceed in con=-
junetion with a tank to clear and hold NONUMENT WOOD.

| owing to tank breaking down orders were cencelled, and

| company remained in position above mentlioned,
26th April: Took up position in close support approx. from
ms:ﬁi%‘ma 0,30, A.3=2 until relieved by 1l2th Austiralian

: Infantry Brigade on night 27th/28th April, ~

| ggd., S. ANDERSON 2/Lieut,
' for 0.C. "A" Company,
b

Adjutant of 22nd D,L,I, reports that other companies did rmch the
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