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2nd Mareh - 4 snowstorm accomprnied by fierce winds raged all day,
| and the temoerature drop ed considerablye.

There was little artiliery sctivity. ' AV night the
gun tesms oroceeded %e the position snd the guns were

. withdrawn and ' pulled into gelion ' again two miles

| further north into the p osition occupied by us whﬂnﬁ
susporting the Infantry raid on February 10th.
The night was quiet but very dark. The guns were got
into the position without mishap.
The csuse of this move was snother rgid to-morrow night.

ord arech « This morning the gun: were " shot in" and everything
prepsred for the exeected night operations at VAL Ne
At 11.45 peme the artillery barrsge opened up &nd the
raiding party of the 9th ‘ust. Inf. Bde followeds
The reid was most successful, the enemy's second line
being penetrated,numerous cssuglties inflicted in
addition to 40 oprisonere :nd two machine guns being
talkkem. Casualties to our Infantry were light.
The weather was s8till windy sand cold and Phe nights
very darke

4th llsrche == A programme of haressing fire was Kept up during the
early part of the nighte AT 12450 a.m. & Turther raid
was maede on the enemy at WARNETONe It was made by
two serties under the usual artillery barrege, those
on the Right finding the Hun on the alert and maenuning
the parspet. The trenches were rushed and the enemy
killed or cantured. On the Left = wide diteh hed to be
crogssed but in spite of all difficulties much destiruc-
tion was wrought on his trenches, dugouts and emplace-
ments. Two counter-attacks wero repulsed
At about 3 a.me. our gun: returned to their former
nosition about GUIIER'S FARl.
750 rounds were expended during the sbove operation.
The night w:s very dark snd & gouvd desl of rain fell,

S5th March - /A decided inmorovement in the westher conditions. 4 '
! Visibility was fair, and hostile slanes flew over
/ the battery &t = low altitude both in the worning and
| / afternoone

6th iere¢h - Hostile plunes were extremely sctive and repestedly Tlew
| low over our trenches, but were dis ersed by our |

anti-aircraft fire.
Bombs were dro: ed about the 0.7. 8t BURREY FARM and
a8 nunber of 4.2 shells were &lso fired in this direction

| " 'TARNETON Tower, sn excentionslly Strong concrete 0.7,

uaad by the enemy was to-dsy demolished by our 18" guns.

Many attempts have been made to destroy this tower hut
till to-duay had oroved unsucces: ifule

: Tth March - Visibility throughout the day was very poor, but in
I ; gspite of this there was g falr smount of artillery

i activity on both sidess Our guns fired about 60 rounds
; Y on enemy roads and farmhouses &t reyuest of Infantry.
' N 4t 245 p.me hortile 4.2 Betteries 'got on (o' the
Ko Right section but did not do nny damogee Al JeO0 Dele
- g | these guns switched on to the lLeft “ection and the
! | vieinity o the eontrol station, sltogether 300 bounds

4 heing fired. The coockhouse was blown up, but there

s | were no casuslties to the men or tamagﬂ_tn the gunse
The Battery ex rected to receive orders to '»s»ull out?
shortly and pre arations were being made at the 7agon
TLines to hind over,
A-vehicle turn-out was inspected this afternmoon by

|
I|
|
l
1£ --'.';;é-_‘-. )
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8th Mareh - Visibility indi ferente OQur guns fLired 60 rounds on

F _ ' hostile working parties dis ersing same.

30 rounds were Tired by & .9 battery the shells

falling in the vieinity of the Baltery. 200 rounds

? | 4,2 also fell sgbout the position. No casuslties
resulted snd no guns were hit, although it was necessary
to evacuate the rosition temnorsasrily,.
Lieut. E.4.C0DY returned from 8t. John's "ood and was
taken on strength of 26th Battery.

9th larch « Vesther was fine and warm but visidbility poor oning to
ground mist. Our fire consisted of Z0 rounds on a
hostile working partye |
A shel. gos attack was mad by hostile srtillery during
the nighte. |

10th Merch - Again warm and fine. Considersble activity in the air
and also from srtillerye.
Enemy sirereft flew over the position in the mar ninge
Hostile fire congisted of 300 rounds 4.2 and 5.9 which
fell in the viecinity of the Battery without doing sny
material demage. A high velocity gun shelled
STEENY RCK Statione.
Qur guns fired 60 rounds onm hoetils working narties.
Towerds eveming and st night snother shell gas attack
wa. mado by the enemye The battery positions and back
areas were given most sttention snd a few of our gunners
were slightly effected by the gase.
Puring the night our heavies fired continuously.
A Bittery half-holiday st the Tagon lLineS.

1ith Masrch « PFine and hot with = heavy hazes Hostile H.V. guns
shelled the town of HIL Jlea and theretboutse This was
probably a retalistion shoot for the shooting done by
our heavies last night.
Owing to the »roor visibility serial activitly was slight.
vagon T.ines were inscected by Gen. GRIMADE during the
afterncon. | i
Meny rounds of gas shell were put over by the enemy
during the evening some fa!ling in the back arcas.
the 26tk Bsttery handed it's guns over and were relieved
in the line by 1l4th Battery, 5th A,F.A.Bde, 2nd just. Diw
Our Right Section - ulled out of setion and returned to

agon L inese

Another shell gas stlack wae made by the enemy wes made
to-nighte.

12th Marche = Reveille at & s.me The Batiery moved out &t 10 &.m.

travelling with the Brigade via BATLLEUL and OUTLERSTELALE
to VIEUX BERGUIlN. On the outskixts of the latter Villog
the Batiery took up J/sgon LineSe.
The 7th Brigade are now in the Rest Area.
L few minutes after the Brigade had passed thro'BAIL EUL
the enemy shelled the Town with & H.V. guns A number of
shells fell.in the "own, causing the c¢ivilian populatioh
to hurriedly evacuste., The Town wags crowded as it
havopened to be a market-daye.
There wags much diffieulty in ovtaining sufficient
gcecomodathon for the trovps in the mew lines. The
horse standings were covered in but the barms in wheih

the men were bilieltted were in a very dilapidated
condition and snything but clean.
The sections were very scattered and .rouer supervision
meant much trevelling sbout.
Jigjor PLAYFAIR returned to Z0th Batiery from Dave Arty
HOuTrSe
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“ 13th merch - Fine tnd hots 4ll hands hard st work getting the n ]
lines into order and generally cleaning WUpe ’
The country here is flat and 211 under ecultivation,
Young crops sre beginning to show and the trees sre
buddiing, showing signs of an early sopringe
™wo Tewis guns sre now sttached to the Battery for
aerisl defence. The men in charge of thesec guns are
qualified Lewis Cunners, having been through a Lewis
Gun 3ehool,

the horse lines and cook house are beling madee

15th Mareh - Agsin fine. Ususl routine and camp improvements
carried oute
Major PLAYFAIE unexpectedly left the 20th Baltery
to=day to go to 4th Auste Dive as Brigade lMajor.
Captbe COLLUHOUH was now Batiery Commander
( Bote by Capt. Colguhoun re Major Playfair).

*!.
14th l'sxrech « Jeather changed to dull and wet. Improvements about ,{
|
]
:

16th fareh - A Signelliing School is now in progress and & number
of tclephonists have becn sent from the Battery to
g0 through the Course.
Usual Camp progremme ies being carried oud and the
long eveninge sre devoted to footbull and other games.
7010 is being pleyed by the Qfficerse. -

17th Ksreh = Fine hot weether continues. HNO 18746 Sgte AL JOHIELS
and oe. 18885 Bdr XEIP merched out Lo Sl JqEn'ﬂ |
j00d to-daye

e 4

-

18th Merche - /agon Lines were iispected hithe C.lghs U0=dsye.
The neighbouring towns of BATLLLLU. &nd HALULBROUCK are
daily being shelled by hostile guns apé are rapldly
being deserted by the civiliasn populgtion.
Battery half-holidsy was granted. |

r

19th March - Light rain fell =11 days Inviistions were Sent to
all Batteried by the C.R.A. to sttend a rerformsnce
by the 3rd Div. Plerrot Troupe in Sec Bols.
¥o. 18946 Sgte TRUVANION returned from R.B.A.A. tOo-GRY
after 4 months on the Tastructional otaff and was
teken on strength of 26th Battery asgain.

20th JMarch - Beautiful fine weather once sguine Lectures on Gunnery
and gas were given to-daye 4 Programme of Sports was
being arranged. ‘

21st erche - Ususl routine was carried oute. The cvening was
devoted to practice for the coming Sports meeling.
There wszs & full moon st night and with*it much serisl
gctivity over back aress. |

22nd Merch - A hot day. The usual routine was casrried out.
By Msjor PLAYFAIR'S request the Fua:i!ﬁ;uﬂdulliuna

presented by him were distributed to ¢ members of
the winning Ueszm. .

! <

;
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23rd Jarch - The camp routine was as ususl during the morning. The
‘ afternoon wae to be o half-holiday and the Sports
meeting wss to be heid, but at £ pe.m. without previous
warning orders came through that the Batiery was to be
on the 1oad in two hours time. The suddenness of the
order staggered everyone, and it meant thatl all would
have %0 work at highest pressure to be in resdiness
within tne viwe allollede T0 make matters worse the
Batiery was short lhaended owing to the lsrge number of
men away on English furloughe. However, the Batlery
pulled out on time, every available vehicle being
packed %o it's limite. PFortunately lotor transport wes
available but then a large amount of mrterial had to
be shandoned.
The Brigsde travelled to the Morbecque Airesn end Billatted |
g there for the nighte The horses were plcgueted in an
open field sndn the rersonnel found accomodation in the
various basrns and cuthouses.
Puring the night the town of HAZEBROUCK which was only ;
o few kilometres away was both chelled and bombed. ?
lio one seemed 10 know where the Brigade was bound fox |
and meny wild rumours went through the Camp. Owing to
the recent hostile offensive on the Somme it was thowyght
that the Brigade would be sent in thul directvione. |
A11 leave had been cancelled and even the men who had 4
reached CALAIS and were actuslly on the lezve boat were %
teken off and returned to thelir Uniwm. |

i 24th larch - Reveille =zt 6 aeme The day was hot and still. The

morning was devoted to re-packing the vehicles,

making preparations for the long route merch which .
seemed imminent. All unnecesstry geax had to be I 0
discarded, the number of blankels re to two per ©
men and the kit buge emptied of everyPRing exce ¢ the
actusl necessities. 'hen the Battery left these lines
there remoined a small ountain of sslvsgee \

RN e W A — - .

The column travelled via ICRBECQUE end AIRE and oszme ;
to & halt for the night at the smell villsge of : |
WITMERN:85Es A few hours previous to the pasesing of b

the Brigade thro' AIRE, hostile heavy guns. had been at i
work firing & 17" projectiles The burst of one of these |
huge shells severed = roadway snd demolished houses on !
either sides Numbers of eivili:n: were ieaving the :
Toyn hurriedly for necighbouring villages. j
By the time the Brigade had setiled down in TITTERRESSE |
there wag not much room 40 epsree The horses were .
picqueted along the rosdsides and the vehicles and zuns
also lined upe. There were many refugees from the Tom {
which hed becn strefed by the Huns locking for temporary
quarters snd this mede the matter of billetting rather i
difficult. Iventually dbarns were found in which the 1
tired troons could slecpe ]
|
i

. 26th March « Reveille st 5,30 aeme The doy turned out fine and warm.

| The Batiery traansport was doomed to be sti 1 further

| reduced. Orders were issued thal sll vehicles which

L were not of Militery patuern had to be abandoned.

| There were three certs of a decidedly unmilitery charae-

| ter "attached” to the Battery. In one was cciried the %

Centeen ond the Ysndoo “rinting Outfit. %all had to be

left behind mtich to the chagrin of the troops. Both |

these institutions had been ofinestimsble value the |

former ensbling the men of the Bsptery to purchsse A
i;.i
|

meny little delicacies otherwise unprocurshle. The

Ysndoo s er had, since the days of the LRGYLLSHIRE been

s source of emusernent snd interest to all the members

of the 7th Brigade. The mansgements of hoth Canteen |
and Yendoo in spite of thi: setback sre determined to
become re-estecblished at. first opportunity. |
The other " spure” vehicles carried kits smd signalling - 1
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25th Merch - gesar. Much of this had to be left to the mercy of the
= (conts) Jalvage Corps or peasantrye Bven the Soldiers® mail
- had tu be reduced, meany packets and parcels of men on
_ leave hatd to be distributed smong the subsections.
o Hever before had the 2Z6th Battery trasvelled so light,
At 8.30 @.m. the Column moved on, pascing thro' the
Towns of Lambres, Pernes en ﬂrtniﬂ picking up the
main traffic routes The muin oad was pecked with
traf’ie of 211l descriptions, endless coluuns of Motor
transport, guns, limbers snd ration wegons.
The further South we went the steeper became the
counirys. About 5 p.m. the Brigsde entered the Town of
VALHOUN here 10 occupy Tagon Lines for the nighte
A8 before, the horses were piccueted in tue open, the
men sleeping in berns more or lese weatherproofe A
high wind blew 211 this day snd the night was unusually
colds Rain fell st intervrels,

26th l"'axreh - 5 B.me “eveille. The Brigade wee on the Tosd at 9.30
| a.Me /n hour leter we entered a steep vzlley in which
lay the To'n of 3t.P0L. Here, were evidonces of hostile
shells and bombhsmany houses beins wrecked., The
majority of the civil pooulation had already evacusted.
It was & long climb out of the valley on to the high-
lanase The rosed was In excellent craer snd the traffie
during the morning was not so congeéted. A hslt wsas
made for sbout &n hour =t midiay to feed and w:ter,
and then the colwm moved on sgaein .passing thro' the
town of Frevent sboutl 3.30 peme PFrom here, the main
road was congested, Frevent being the Jjunction of
gevera! roads, a#ll laden with trocpe and traunsoort.
travelling in & Southerly directiomn. 7Towards evening
& long and very steeo descent was made into DOU LENS,

& fairly large Towne It was here that we began to
realise the extent of the Hun advance. Remnants of
British Artillery Batleries and Infantry Batislions
came straggling clong the noad sove of the men ﬂaul&ring
that the enemy wae then only 12 kilometres away. |
The drd Dive Infantry were dilsentraining at DOU LENS |
Station as the RBrigade »nzssed through. l
Another long c¢limb and numerous hslts before we fgain

reached leve. countrye The moon had risen snd +ith

i% hostile bombing planaﬂ. One bomb druppad in the
rear of the battery 100 yards from the “oad and things

- began to look unpleasant. DOULLENS Failway Station
was heuvily bombed half an hour after our Infontry had
- left ite Another bomb fell. some distince shead but
fortunstely it likewise missed the rosd. Shﬁrtly'aftar
9 p.me the Brig»dr turned off the main Toasd to
and followed =~ 'inding track ecross country, up hill
and down dale for near]y sn hour, finslly pulling into
& tree-lined field in = l1little village nsmed COULLEMONT.
By the time horse:- had becn watered, fed =nd picaueted
it wes nesrly midnight. Billets were then 2l otted-
the usual farmhouse barm - and after = very welcome cup
of tes snd a snsck the weary troops tumned in for
& well earned reste It had been 2 long day and nothing
to eat from midday till midnight,.

J
:
|
|
1
|
3

&Z7th Mareh - At 6 a.m. the uamp was up and prevaring for another day

- on the roade Je moved out at 9 a m. returning to the

"~ main road, uraﬂhing game and on through the villsges
of LONDICCURT, PAZ EN ARTOIS and PUCHVILL.ERSe The
roads were now baanmiﬂg worn, &nd & strong headwind
blew clouds of dust inito ocur faces.
Stireams of refugees were toiling siong the roads 01d
men =2nd women driving huge farm carts stacked high with
household goods, crutes of fowls and fodder. Tied =
behind the carts were cows calves end goats. Perched |
on top of the loads were the fermer's children. In some

gl sases old women ‘ushed laden barrowe snd mramﬁnlators-
‘-;jf"'."‘:_“: AR A ! It wss all E “W sad Eight. ' | A
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| ~27th lisreh = After z middey halt for lunch we continued the msxrche
(ﬂantt) During the afternoun Butliery Commsnders were called to
: the fréont of the coluun sand wenit shead to reconnoitre =
[ : the positions. The colun passed thro' the small
i > Villesge of BEHENCOURT at dusk sfter travelling scross
f country for some miles, and took up tem orary vTsgon
lines in sn osen field by the roasdside. The Bﬂt Lery
Comusnder, Capte Colgquhoun picked up the Battery here
and orders were issued that iLhe gunﬁ were to go into
action the sasme unight.
ifter & hurried mesl the (Officers, guns and crews, first
| - and second line Tagons wenl forword leaving one Sergeant,
| Cusrtermaster, spare men and horses in the lines Jjust

| Laken uue th S

. | The Ballery t}aﬁ up Et;éﬁthggiEEE ﬁméagﬁﬂé%beria ua%&rn

| of any cover./ The gums were not dug in or uamuuflugn;.
The tesms rcturned to the rocar asboutl & mile, and with
the wagons formed the mobile lines.
Yery little sleep was hed this nights Across the open
couniry bvlew sn icy cold wind which did¢ not 1luprove
thingse

28th Mereche = The day broke with rain threstening snd %the blesk wind

still blew, All dsy the gunuers and drivers were hard
at work building shelters and at night we reteived
orders to move the guns forwsrd as the I . fsntry hsd
advanced & conesiderable distsnce without meeting with
eny opposition,
When the Austrslian troops took over, the wheresbouts
of the enemy hald not definitely been sscertained, our
Infantry sdvancing until they came in contsct with his
out pootess In some vlaces there were no troops to be
relieved,and the ememy could have adv.nced without a
checke.
Phg sdvent of the “olonial troops see ed to put heart
0 the fleeing pcasantry snd many there snd then
returned to their homes., All seemed to plsce great
confidence in " ‘ussie”.
Qur guns were sdvanced sevorsl thousand ysrds and took
up a position bveyond the Village of HEILLY and in the
vicinity of the Junetion of the S0IME and ANCRE Rivers.
Before daylight everything wes in readiness, The |
iumobile "agon Tines moved bagk into the Villsage of
BEHENCQURT to-day, finding & comfortable billet in s
barn and unoecupied TfarmholiSeo. ~
Rain fell st intervalse
Battery was now located 8 Jelbe8+.20204 = Sheet 65D
anees ;

«9th lilarch « Hostfile artilliery shelled the villuiges in the bsck
aress throughout the day.
The mobile 'agon "ines took up a new position in the
rear of the viliage of HEILLY &n & steep slope in the.
side of which the men dug themselves in, utilizing
ground sheets, scraps of iron, looted lerpaulins and
old serans of canvas to form shelters. This orimitiwe
1ittle townshin of burrows snd gunyshs sprang mp like
mushrooms during the night and looked like anything
but 2 military encampmentes At the foot of the hill w ere
the horse lines and wagons. Lieut JATT was left in
charge of These lines,
. Ration: during the last week had not been very plentiful
- 80 the troup wasted no time and set out in search of
provended in the empty villages Jjust behind the firing
line. FPFowls piges end heilers all had a sudden ending,
and for days the cookhouses at the several agnn.Linna
were filled with savory odours.
At the Batiery o osition the guns were not idle.
| Irregulaxr bursts of fire were direcied on the enemy's
| 3 roads and communications. 't night our I fsntry made
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29th loreh 3"
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o0th LTﬂI'ﬂh -

&lst ilarch =
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an atteck au:nur .ed by the Artillery, the latter

ubtting down & creeping barrage behind which the '
Infantiry succeeded in advancing thelr line, .
The following order wes received by the 7th Brigade
from Jrd puste Dive :=-

"0 Battery Commenders, |

The situstion denands thet the line of the
drd Army be maintsined at all costse There must be
RO withdrawal, if bresks occeur the line nmust be
linked up rgoain on the genersl line of our present
pogition with aid of such troons as c¢an be made
avallsble and which are now beginning to arrive.

Any loeel wilthdrawsl owing to cnemy
interpuption will he in the genersl direction B to W, !
snd not N.'., and must be temporary only pending ]
restoration of the line, ,

VII corps must ensure that it's Right is
firmly maintained on the 50illE« The position at
BRAY is to be nmaintained witha the utmost determination.”

Alr reports say the enemy is massing preparatory to
making another atlack, smd that he ‘is busy bringing up
more artillerye.

‘eather dull snd wete Esrly this morning the whole of |
our forward area was subjected to & very severe barrsge

of 5.9%s, 4.2's, and 77mm shellss The battery position

was also shelle@ and the gun erew of "P" sub. gun wems
Imocked out, one man being killed snd four seriously
wonndede.

loes 20809 CGnr T.WALKER Killed.

No. 18918 Gnr E,J."IPER ) g

Noe. 18878 BRdr J,..HUNTER) "Seriously wounded.
loe 18879 Cpl ".K.HUNTER)

22802 A/DAT J.D.CANROE)

All these were originel members of the Battery.
Two horses of De Sub-gection were &is0 wounded. The
tosme hed been ordered up to the guns in.uase it was
found necescary to go forward.

‘0llovilng the harrage the enemy Infaniry attacked in
12 weves of dense formation, but were besten off with
heavy casualties. The artillery fire broke up their
formations, and the smaller grouns were deslt with
by machine suns. Iione of the attacking force
succeecded in reaching out first line trenches,

During the hostile orerstion aircrsft were very active.
One Hun »lsne wags brought down by one of our mschines.

The followlng faets are worthy of rotee

In the nosition now occupied by us mueh use is being
made of visual signalling both by flags and lamps,

In all our previous nositions telephonie communicst-
ion had been the mesne of controlling the hatiery.
The mode of action is now very much changede Instead
of the battery position being prepared by un advanced
working party - gun pit dug ( a8 in the esrly days)
cunolas erected over them asnd sandbagped - the guns
are now trotted into mction, unlimbered and swung
into position and the gun limbers of ammunition run
alongside. The teams then trot to the resare

The gun limbers are fed by the T'sgons from the 7agon
lines,

The six guns stend boldly in the open und.ura nut even
camouflaged,

To erect snd structure about the guns would only be
an obstruction in case it was necessary to make a
ranpid advence or retirement. |

Ho protection is offercd to the punners with the
exception of the gun shields, snd agsinet present day
high exoiosives thﬂﬂﬂ sre little better than sheet 1rdh;

N
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| 918t HMarch « «~fu mems instsnces during the present offensive open
[ (cont.) 8ights have been used by the gunlayers,
i ﬂ Hostile batteries coming inte sction have on a ,
. — number of occesions been casught by our fire and put g?:
- to route | |

| To ihe men behind the guns there is = grest deal of ¥
satisfaction in being sble to see the havoe wrought
by their firee.

Throughout the day the guns were kent busy. derassing
fire was kept up at intervsls and seversl times enemny
guns were engaged. Hostile working parties were
dispersed with losses.

: At noon two hun *nlanes crossed our line at & high

h altitude and at 3 p.m. eneny mechines flew seroes the
: ' right of our oosition at & very low sltitude,

Hostile artillery was rather guiet,

Heavy rain sgualls occurred during the daye

4 j:‘ '.E:-..-‘.-__._-.___ N e u..-'.-"‘m;_l_:l:—.‘ a—.—m_ — a 3

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1017672



