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puring the mohth of August the Rattalion took part im mo - e

" l1ess than 9 attacks on the sollowing dates := 8th 11the 12th. 22nik,

54th.(2)® 26th. 28th, ard 30th. which was @ ite a’good rocord.

Except in the case of the oth. when the big offensive was cormenced
dispositions ard plans had %o be made hurriedly snd by use of Hap only, \
and unfortunately without any racormaingsance. More often then not they \
wers receivwd at a Brigade Conference md then passed darn st a Coy.
Commenders conference, m just as often =8 plengs aend orders Were
received anl issued, SO Were they cencelled - 21 terations being made TO
deal with the tactical situations &s they arose.

of

We were unfortundt e in the thols of the operations in being the
Left Battalion of the lef t Brigade of the Division linking up in every
cags with English Divisions. This resented several difficulties and it
wag very hard to keep in touch with them or get any acourate information.
Quite of ten they aidn't reach their objectives md they had a peculiar
habit of giving wrong map XEX swEWERE co-ordinates and also of leaving
big gaps in their right flanks. DHach Ooy. Commandsr geanerally made his
ovn dispositions for the atteck as being on the spot he could decide
what formations were best suited to the ground amnl conditions, thus —
being allowed freedom of movement. 1T apaiﬁa well for the high
atandard of talining and discipline which eXsis in the Battalion that all
operations during the month could be carried out sO successfully #ithoud
sny special practice Or training for of fensive warfare. Communiciations
generally were good being made by Signels mnd telsphones, Oe¢lie Liamp, ¥
Flappers, Pigeons, Messagse Rockets m d Runners. Owing to the continuous '
moving =nd the nature of the filghting -~ open warfare - very little ‘
telephone work wos carried out, though, WHBLIS possible, & line was
speedily runout o Coy=. The OeLe Lamp Come in for =2lct & wo rk but
not emough use was ma’ of Message Rockets . Throughout wer were always |
in direct compuniciation with Brigade by telephomnse. " 1

™

2

Supplies were generally easily obtained and no dif ficulty was J

4
L
L

experienced by shortagss. Opn the 12 .Ammunition ran short but was Soon
made up agaigmn by carrying partiss from B.H.Qll ZEverything we acsked
Brigade for in this res ct Was furnished without delay - AT 1

| FEEDING. Feeding arrangements wero excellent. Bvery day the men
received two hot meals regularly excppt on the 12th. vhen 1t was e eparoed’ -
and the carrying party lost themselves on the way up to the bine. 1
Breskfast gensrally srrived just st daylight snd tea at dusky leaving |
the dry ration fo the mid=-day meals. Supplies & Oigarettes, Chocoelates
and Tinned Fruit were also iosued being purcha sed from the Canteen out
of Regimsntalfund.ﬂ.

&Y

Very little sickness wa- expsrienced throughout the month = if
anything, despite the copditions, it was below the averages Ve were
fortanst s in having such cood weather.

POINTS NOTICED. More attenticm shoull be devoted to Lap
Reading by all vanks. In these times of rapid moves 2 Junior Officer
ofton finds himself and Ooye.Commander nd likewise a junior N.C.0. a
Plstoon Cormander. Training in the use of enemy Eghine Guns - thus
snabling them to be used immediately when capture’. Treining of
Sige. in use of O.L. Lemp.

=1 J - ,_,—..-.-—-,,lb._.._d-.._... - H.. =

-
ST

Ll
"""r-i'. : . : o s
i B e e st

——

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG101 7994



i L B

mf;‘
<
ﬂ

| 109 oy
i APPENDIX. )?' .
oﬂ’f‘-’f\ﬁ/ﬁw (2 )
: ~
DIARY FOR AUGUST 1918
TRANSPORT SECTION.
) | Owing to the grand offensive being om mud the weather being

i 0 animals were conseguently kept moving, md on the athe. August
gilaﬁapgit Lines were move to La Neuville.Bo follow the Battalion -inLth_a
«tunt in which Hamel was taken after Fritz had been pushed out the ™ines
were ostablished behind Vaire being handy to water and good facilitiles
for grazing horsss, which, by this time, wers I gimning to pick up

N Gnndltigg.ths 22nd . dufinghthe offensive ch; t%l?fl tl;a Sﬂmz i ag;:d =

| rv in which lines had been establlished, wWas, __ _
:ﬁ;‘é?ivﬁgﬁﬁgg in shape of BHorse Fodder. The animals dropped condition
slightly owing to additionalwork keeping up _su%plias and moving forward.

Ea,ving now organised an "A" Echelon of *~ransport consisting _of
Molibe Armmunition, Cookers , Water Carts and Pack A;;.:_Lmala, meant extra
work for L‘ransport but much batter Tseding arrangement for the front
line. "An Sghelon was kept as far forward as was cpnsi&areﬁ moderg:t_aly
safe, gotting in an old quarry @ some COVer usualyy sbout a mile from
the Tront line. Horgses agein started to fall off oving ©o geveral swift
moves Easﬁ along the Somms chasing Fritz.

\

osses in animals For moth 2 H.D. 2 Yules and 2 Rides.

Sgﬁ_t H-A-R-S{lui o8 « Liautr
Transpet ~fficers
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1.0%s REPORT FOR HONTH AUGUST. I91§.
TS T Ui o ek

‘ HEALTH. Gonsidoring the amount of work carried out by the
Troops, bhe gmmersal 1lth was E;_»;Kﬂept:iﬂnﬂ.lly’ good.Beyong
a fow ocases of skin disease and boils there were no
gonralcomplaints.
BATHING. Owing to the #War of mov ament ,bathing faclilitiss
were not up to standard but no opportunity in this respect
was allowed LO pass. | .
OLOTHING. The supply warrented a complaint w,
Peingmich bBlow the average,espcially the comdition of
clothing supposed to hare been wa-hceds -
SANITATION. The ground ani billets vacated by the enemy
were lort in a very unsanlsary conditions Urinals ad
latrines wors conspicious by their absence and the
carcasies of horses etC. Were sllowed to remain where thoy
fell for iniefinite poriods sl without my treatment
whatsoever. AS soon ag the groumd was occupised by us
proceedings were taken to cloan up billeds,establish
latrines etc. ard ©O treat the carcasses with lime .THis
meant muc: Tatiguing work for our mel, gl in many
instances, owling to speedy advances, ovell this could not
be carried out. Fly proof latrines were always provided
but towards the snd of month, owing to a chal g of weathor,
Fliss T cams less numerous. :

ng. o« GoWl tFﬂ.itthll . g&!’t .
Ri0D. 42nd «Bn. AlIF.
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Q.i's REP(RT F(R MONTH AUGUS .

RAT TONS, The supply was up to normsl Wi the
oxception of Fresh Vegetables, al though Dried Vegatables
were suppliedin- lieu thereof. ' _

SALVAGE. Particularly godl , tle Battal lon pub tirg npe
~ Pacort aduring the month of wkout £11.000. |

GREASE. About T00=lbs. This ie © od considerirg thab 'r
the Bagttal on was in the Line for the grester part @ tie .I

CLOTHING . Supply good al though qud ity & Preeches nd

the best - mecond hmd articlas, sspecially ¥.G.breeches,
wore oupplied in ons or two Iinetaroes.

’ -“_-_. -

HORSD FODDER. The ré ion was reduced during the month.
Qual¥ty wellup to the aversge. _ ,.

Sgd.LoW.C.Anderaon Japt.
Q). 42nd.Bn. A.I.F.
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