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BATTALION OPBRATION ORDER NO. 94. Oopy No 2

HAZRBROUCK.  Ba. 1/100,000.
OALAIS. . 18. 1/200,000. oy
Sheet &8. 1/40,000.
_ pheet 36. 1/40,000, __ 4th mmwreh, 1918,

“he 6th A.T. Brigade Grounp will meve te Austrelian Corps Area
hetween 4%h and 6%h ¢i liasrch.

Marching rertion of Transport and Baggage, with scconpanying
personnel, will enirain on the 6tk inst.

HeCele in charge of 23rd Battalion Transport o report $o lajor
RBID, 21lat Battn., A.I.F., at DESVIES at 5.4 a.m.

Detraining poine, BAILLIUL. -

The 23rd Battalion, A.I.¥., less Transpert, will entrain atl
O TPT NGH 4 3tation.un the Gth inst.

STARTING POINTe- Cross T nnda 600 yards Nerth of LOTTINGHEM ﬁhurih,
Timﬁu" .45 a.m.

No Troops will enter Station Yerd until permissicen gf R.T.C. is
glven.

W R e 1 P -

1
1

gntraining officer for this Batialion - Jisut. W.A.E. BRAGG; To
report to Battslion Headquarters at 4 p.m. on the 5th inst. :
thenee to iLieut. BAZLEY M.C., # hour befe¥e arrival of Treops.

UETRATINING POINT.- STEENWERCK and Reute Mareh to CANTEEN CORNER.

on the Night 7th/8th larch, the 23rd Battalion, A.I.P. ("C" Battn. )
will relieve the 35tnh, Battalian AeI«Fe, &t "CATACONBS".

Advance Billeting party under Lieut. H.Ce HOLILAND will meve fto
"CATACOMBS" at 9 a.,m. on the 7th inst.

Goyse wWill be ready to pass STARTING PUINT in COUNNAUGHT RCAD |

200 yards Nerth of CANDEEN CORNER, at 4 p.m. in the fellowing order
HH'QIIE“‘ ﬂ-ﬂ.ﬂ' HB!‘I“ "G“‘ and IID" c“w'

100 yards distance to be maintained between Platoens.

All efence Schemes, Maps etc. will be taken over and recelpts
¢btained, 2 copies baing forwarded to Battalilon Hﬂadquﬂrtara by
8 a.m. on the 8th inst.

Relief te be lﬂmplati'by 4 a.m. on the 8th inst., when G.0.C.
will take command of the Jeft Brigade 3ub. Sector.

Advanced RBrigade Headguarters at BIG SiM, U.20.8.7.8.

Oon the 7th inst. Train Supply Waggons draw from Railhead and
deliver to Units.
Commeneing on the 8th inst., supply errangements are normal.

Retilling reint - RUMAKIN Be10.b.1.7.
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BEORER BATTATION OPERATION ORDER NO. 98.(Contd) Copy No_ R

s, - e w o a - mqw-"m-—-—_ﬂ
L]
Ml S

13+~ Each Unit will ﬁan‘z their own personnsgl to load the Trueks and -
contd push them up. ‘ ]
O¢e, WA"™ (o0y., will dgtail 1 jSexpt. snd 4 O.Ranka whe wi.l be |

-

respoensible Ioxr havi frucke ready. |
fhese men will liive at hailhesd at U.20.D.4.6. and will report for
dguty st 10 s.w. on thse 7iL iust. ]

hatiens fer the Suppoeri and Reserve Battalions sre delivered by
let Iine Transpoers.

o R s . = g i

14s= COCKING .- "Gt aad "D¥ Batialiens have the use of their Fleld
Tockers at "CATACOMBS™ snd RLD LUDGHE respectively.

15.= SANITATION.- Letrine sceommodetion must be improved by all
Farriserns end the whele system elosely supervised.
Smzli piecesm of french must uot be used. Af meny Bex Sests
s poszible are to be pui in.
jxcreta must be buried esch -night &t leust 10 yarde from pest
and loeality marked. :
A regular supply of eresel or ehloride ei lime must be maintained
in the line and wherever men are leeated.
211 refuse is to be buried and loealities marked.

16.= The pivisional pump ie situated at DU IOU BeSeC. 706D,
Brigade Dumps.- DEAD HORSE CURNER UeLl.ede4d.9e
PROWSE POINT. Ueld.b.9.3.
Battolion Dumes are slready formed and will be taken over by
relieving Unite.
ATI Dumve will be elearly marked by direcetion and Notlce Boards.
i1l Ammunition must be kept dry and clean, and exsmined frequently.
wen will only use Ammnition frem their pouches as a las® resert.
Goys. wili furnish a dally retara of Ammnition expenditure
by 7 Aelle _
The fellewing establishments ef Ammunitien will be maintained
in addition to what ie earried on the man ;-

SUPPORT BATTALION, "CATACOMBS".
ZeAelle R 50, 000.
" Llﬁ'i e = %88 50;00&'
" Tracer cevesn e i,000.
“ ﬂ.-l"- e ®E e :L'Uﬂﬂ'-
Grenudes Nillis NGed <. 2,000
" " H‘ﬂ'l 23 [ 350l

17.- SALVAGE.- The Support Battalion will salvege Ares frem line N.
and G. through Bn. H'@rs. in the line back te the "CATACONBS" and
dump near Rallway at HYDE PARX CORNER.

In all cases the Dump will be formed close %o Rallway or Tramline

or Main Read.
All rarties eoming baek from the line must bring baek some article

of Sslvage and place in:a dump.
A roturn of all material salved will be Trendered to Battalion
Headiquarbers by 6 a.m. daiiy giving locatien of Duiap.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO18117



- SECRET BATTALION OPERATION OZDER NC. 28.(Contd) Copy Ne 2 -
N R
18.- QUM BOOPH.- he Heipade ftum Root Hiore and Iryine noem is situsted

at fﬁa TCATACQUBS" - HYDH PARR CQRHER. Beots wili only ve isaued
on Ghe producilom ol an Order from C.0'8., or gdjutants, ané Offic-
ers of Ghe Meld Companies of gngineers. :

400 pairs of Gum Boots will be available for the twe line Bsttalions
Py HOOH on the 7th iast.

19.~- BOOT TREATHENT.~ The nwmest attentien must be paid to preveation
ol [renchn Feet aud supplies of pewder aud geap will be available
Irom Brigsde Heszdquarters, RUsMARIN, and sent to the line by all Units
and used undsr direet supervision by officers.
Foos Waching Treughs ars lastalled in the Support and Reserve lines.

20e= SOUD KITUMEN.- These are established al HYDUE PARK CORNER and
Faolun =»nu will be taken over by Chaplain FeT. CLBVERDUGH by NOON on
the 8th inst. In adaitieon there is 8 Y.M.C.A. Kitehen at the
Left Red.P. in the DOUVE VALLEY. |
OeCs, "B" Coy., will datail 1 Corpl. 2mnd 8 (¢.Ranks te repert teo
Chaplein 7.T. CLEVERDON by NoCN on the 7th inst.

2ls= ACEHOWLIEDG X.

A/
ﬁyﬁf";%;;,f-fy'“ _
-ﬂ':\ 4 R - ‘_L:‘W - Liﬂ‘t#
DISIRIBUTION « - AdJutent, Cord Batislion.
Coples to.~
HOele= File.
" 2/‘-- war piary.
w 5"- G!Ui
" Be= Adjutunt.
" ?-l-' ﬁth AII- Brigﬂdﬂn
" 8/1B.~ C.0'8., Coys.
¥ 18e~- frangpoert officer.

LR e Lieut. W.A.E. BRAGG.
n 15&""' Q-H-
" 161" SPBIE-
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@9 23rd Battalion - &6th Infantry Bris&dap PENWMIP

g

PROVISIONAL DEFNCE SCHBNMS <« RESERVE "C" BATTN.

W’ﬁ. HEEBI‘ BEIB!W‘ Shﬂ!t 28 siﬁl rm SiEi 1 EQLQW' .

l.= The pivisional Front extends from the RIVER LYS on the South, to
the RIVER DOUVE on the North, both inclusive. S
Thie #ront is held by two(2) Infantry Brigades. |

2= The Boundsries for this Brigade are .-

LEFT .= RIVER DOUVE. Gy TUR IR 2T

RIGHT = Line runaing Bed.de2:.8, = C.l.central. =
B-E&.h-ﬁ.ﬁ- - H.El.d.f.ﬁ.!— Ihﬁﬂ--,-l;ﬁ.?. -
U-aﬁ-b.iug-

5e= . There are three (3) Lines of mtﬁ-c...r -

(8) RORWARD.- ocovered by & line of comneéted sStrong rosts.
(b) GCorps pefensive Line. = = e
(e) Army Defensive mn A T .
4.~ 7The pivisional artillery y}‘p a certain mm of "HBEAVIES" eover
the Divisional Promé. =~ "~ . . . Bcdng = 8

p )

B .
-‘#--I-: .-F.. —

5. MACHING QUNS cover the First ZONE. . 5
smplacements are dug in 2nd Line PYor 12 Guns for Barrage Fire for-
ward of ®Miring Line of 2nd %0NE end 28 Kmplacements for Direct Fire.

L.

£

6. In case of attack the action of Coys. will be :-

(a) On the message "STAND TO" being received, "B", "C" and
"p" Goys. will "STAND 20" in the Trenches and prepare to
move by rlatoons. :

"A" Coy. will prepare to move.

goy. Sergt.-yajors will issue the following ammunition.-
(1) 100 rounds S.A.A. per man. -
(ii) Z Bombs per man.

(p) The 2nd in Command and I.0. will report to Bgde. H'Qrs.

(¢) The fransport will harness up but not "Hook-in", and
await orders. S

(i) on the Command "MOVE" being received by "A" Coy. they
will move forwsrd and occupy "ANNSCROFT AVENUE".
petailed instructions regarding the action of each
goy. will be issued as they become available.

7-" WA anga "B" cﬂ‘yﬂn will be l‘lm 35?3-. and D-c'ﬁn “.ﬁ.“ and “B" cﬂﬂni
will detail 1 officer to keep in towsh with Flank Battalioas.

8.- 1In the event of moving forward to the LEFT BATTALION, the route
will Dbe ;.‘mrgnmy Route running from U.l4.0.9.1. = Ue8.d4.9.3. ~-
UeFede?.7.
1f to RIGHT BATTALION, Route starting at U.i4.d.4.8. - Ghrough
PLOWSE POINT to Ue.lBS.central, near Right Battelion Headguarters.
officers and ji.C.0"S. will reconnoitre ALL kmergency Routes on
the Brigade Area - as soon as possible.

9.~ Tn the event of an attack, unless specisl orders have been issued,

ALL Wworking psrties will report to the nearest Headgquarters, whethe.
Coy., Battalion, or Brigade, for instructions as to how to act.

10e= ACEKEN O W L B DG 8.

e e
A f ;'!;r’f;'f_r{ t /{;
_,_,.—-- e h-‘ e - _ﬂ__.___mut- 8
,, ., Adjutent, £5rd Battaliom.  *
BOTIXIO fg(_-'“u’iﬁi ';/"'C{
yhen working parties are dispersed, the men mast be instructed to
report to a "RENDRAVOUS" whiech wiﬁ be shown to them by (Officer in

charge when moving to the work. this will stop men from being
lost and work being left unfinished.

9th Maroh, 1918.

DISTRIBUTION.= ‘ Overleaf.
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Ae Sheet 28. 1/40,000. 15th March, 1918.

The 23rd Battalion, A.I.F., will relieve the 24th Rattalion, A-I.}.
on the Night 15/17th.ﬂarﬂh _

DRESS.- RFighting Order.

1 Blanket rolled in jWaterproof Sheet and carried on Back.
Water Botliles fillea.

Iron Ratiomns.

gandbags will be worn in lieu of Puttees.

ALL Steel Helmets to be covered.

one Blanket per man to be rolled in bundles of 109, securely tied
in three places, snd dumped at HYDE PARK CORNER at 10 a.m. on the
16th inst.

PACKS, containing Hats and Puttees, tu be dumped at same place and
at same time as Blankets.

Routes to be taken and order of mareh.-
nRt Waw_ Wgtorys", asnd "C" CoysE. -~ DOUVE DUCKWALK.
"p" Goy. -  Kmergenocy Track.
Coys. to be ready to pass ADVANCED ESTAMINET at 7 p.m.

Coys. will relieve as table.~-
"A" Co¥e., 23:& Bn.
IIB " i
l'lc " " " "
" .D" " " "

" pH cax..,aéth 3n.

HG'II "
“.ﬁ-" " " n
nBﬂ " " "

§ & 1.1

Coy. Commanders will gutually arrange details, re Guides.

Advance Parties from "A" and "B" Coys., oconsisting as under, will
proceed to and remain in Front Line on Night and Day prior to the
arrival of their Units.-

1 Qfficer Per Coy.

1 H§.CuQs per Platoon.

Hos. 1 and 2. of Tewis Gun Teams.
33% of Specialists.

All Defence Schemes, Maps, Sketohes, Air FPhofes, Log Books,
Intelligence nonnentud'wtth the Prnnt Trench and Area Stores,
will be -taken over on Relief and raauipta obtained, duplicate
copies, Iorwarded to Batin. H'urs. on the day fbllﬁwing relief by
8 a.m.

Works peoliey will be taken over from the 24th Battalion, A.I.F.
Gum Boots and Sooks will net be taken over.

Ammunition and "Area"™ Stores, including A.P. Ammunition in Iewis
Gun Magazines, will be taken over and twe copies of receipts for-
warded to Batta. H'Qrs. 12 Hours after relief.

Attention of all Officers and N.C.0's. ie directed to the necessity
of the most complete precauntions to combat Trench Reet. Also the

gtriet angorviainn.nf Water and Sanitation.

All Trucks after use by any vorking party, must be returned to
RACINE DUMT.

ReAelL s~ U-lOlﬂ-E:G- :
Battalion Headgquarters.- Ue2.D.55.30.
Brigade Headquarters.- BIG SAM. U.20.8.7.8.

completion of Relief to be wired %o Battn. H'Qrs. in CODE.

ACKNOWLEKEDGBE. 7

o ‘:Il' / .-r"'": c""‘ﬂ' = e ﬂ.;l".# 1
i.. E o L 7 5~ :: - r.-' _‘ L
= " Lieut.

DISTRIBUTION. P.T.0. aﬁ:ntunt 23rﬁ'nattalinn1
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

LEPT BATTALION - FROVISIONAL DRFRUCE SCHEME. :

i-..-."
j?pn.- gheet 28 S.W. 4. and Sheet %8B S.E. &. = parts of

\g’

Bdition la. - 1/10,000.
A" BaS—-5w AR04 TON.

000 17th March, 1918.

The Battalion Frontage extends from U.11.4.65.00. to the

RIVER DOUVE.

The Battalion Azres is bounded on the SCUTH by & line running due
dest from Uell.d.65.00., and on the NORTH by the RIVER DOUVE.

The pispositions are.-

(a) The Piring Lins is held by a connected line of Stirong
Posta.

(b} 4 Support Linme.

(e) A Reserve iine.

-

Goy's. Frontages sud Dispositions sre.- !
{a} 3 Platoons of each of the two Front Coys. in the Front
Line. |
(b) 1 Platoon of each of the two Pront Coys. in WALLY SUPPORT-.
(6) 2 rlstooms of the SUCPORT Coy. in WAILLY SUXFORT.
(d) 1 Platoon of the SUFFORT Coy. in WATCHFUL S.P.
1 platoeon of the SUCPORT CGoy. in LA POTTRRIE FARM. :
(e} RRSERVE Coy. in GREY TRENCH. |

The RIGHT Coy. will establish four (4) Posts in the Front Iine at.-
Uell.4d.55.68. known a8 1.U.11. rost.

i, Bl e i

Hillidi*ﬂi?ﬁ'- " w anu.lli "
7.11.8.35.86. oo Sellells, " |
U-ll.diaﬁlgﬁl " " 4!{!.11. » |

The RIGHD Coy. will also patrol the GAFR om its Right and be rupuu—'
ible for.the covering of the Right Flank of the Battalion from |
that Gap. ‘-
A Standing Patrol of 1 H.CeU. and 9 men established at vicinity of
U.ll.d.bo-ﬂ*‘f:' hourly oatrols GAP to Staading Patrol egstablished =k
by RIGHT Battaliom at vieinity U.11.4.85.10. |

the ILEFT Coy. will establish five (5) Zosts in the Front pine at.-
Uell.D:e90.05. known as 5.Us1ll. Post. |
" L1

Uell.b.12.14. c 6.U.11.

Uellebel0.2D. . " 7.Uell. "
U.11.b.10.33. = y; B.U.11. "
Uell.b.09.42. » 2 "

9.U.11.

Principles of pefence are.-
{a) Organised in Depth.
(b) Maximum use made of Vickers and Lewis Guns, Trench-
yortars, and Wire Latanglements.

the MAIN Defensive System must be held at ALL COSTS. :
g.0'8. Coye. in the Front Line will prepare schemes of defence to

meet sny eventuality and will ensure that ALy Officers and (.Ranks
are thoroughly coanversant with such sche 8. .
They will also be praepared for immediste Counter-attack should the
eneny at any time gain a POOTING in our 1ine.

- action in case of attack will be.~-

(e) (n the S.0.8. Signal going up or on the order "STAND-TO" |
being given by Batin. H'yrs., all Coys. will "STAND-TO"
fully equipped, end hold the MAIN pefengive gystem at

ALL COSTS. |

(b) oOn the word "MOVE". 2 Platoons of the SUPPORT CoOy., will
immediately move to USEFUL SUFPORT and sot as Hueleus
garriscen to that line, and 1 Platoon each of SUPPCRT Coy.
to act as Nucleus Garrison to WATCHFUL £.P. and -
LA POTTERIE FARM respectively. ;

FeTaOo
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Tem sction in case of attack (Contd).- s
contd. (b} These Nucleus arrisons will not move forward dbut will

remain in their allotled pesitions as Qellying PoRts
in case Counter-atteeks are unsuccessful.

TREHCH.H. ﬂnﬂl- .

prench Mortar rositions are at the following points.-
(a) 6" MOrtarg.-
’ U-lO-‘-aﬂ-Uv.
UelQeba¥0.60.
(b) 3" Stokes (S.0.5. rositions only).=
U:H-Q-E{J.Gﬂ.
Ueli.0.50.75.

Bu-

Jo= Selele 31'&1“3-'
The following Posts have been allotted as S.0.3. Stations.-

five (5) Posts in Front Line at rosts 2,3,56,7, and 9.
RIGET Company Headmmarters.

LEP? Company Headquarters.

HIGI Pﬁ.t at U-lﬂ-d-ﬂ?-ﬁﬂ-

Battalion Headgquarters.

The above rosts will be continuonsly manned. on the S.0.85. Signal
belng seant up by any sost from the Froant, the Signal will be
immediately repeated by the Post in REAR.
Battalion H'yrs. will repeat the Signal snd will inform Brigade
Htyrs. by wire.
There will be no "STOR" S5.0+3. gignal, dut the 4Auration of artili-
ery Fire, when oalied for on S.0.8. Line, will he regulated by the
following method.-

(1) vwhen "S.0.8." gignal or Message 18 received, the Barrage

wiil be put dowa au the rales of fire of.~-

18 Pndrs.- %3 pounds per Gun per minute for tThe first 5

minutes.
2 younds per Gua per mirmte for the second 5
minutes.
3 1 round per Gun per minvte for the third 5
. minutes.
4.5" Hows.- 2 pounds per Gun per mimute for the first 5
v minates.
1 round per Gua per mimute for the second 5
.WHdhuﬁﬁﬂd“LthﬁﬁH-' minutes.

(2) If the "S.0e8." gignal or Nessage 1is repented after the
opening of fire, the imitial rate of fire will be reverted
to at once, and the whole procedure carried out de nove.
gaeh succeseive Signal or Hessage will be answe
by 16 minutes fire at above rate®s

10.'—' Pﬁ.'l‘ﬂﬂm-- | :
The RIGHT Coy. will patrol the GAX on its RIGHD? at irregular
intervals during the Night, and gel in touch with the RIGHT
or "A" Battn.
the LEFT Coy. will patrol the Gar o iLs LE#? at irregular
intervals ana get into touch wish our Troops kuxTH of the RIVER

DOUVE. |
Other patrols will be a3 directed Zrom Tstislion gsadguarters.

11.- WIRING AND WUREISG FARTIES .~
Every availsble man musy Le employed on imrpoviang ana strengthen~
ing the pefensive rogition of the Battalion. WIRING of the Front
rine and to the Flanks, and the keeping open of pront Communicat-
ion Trenches must be psrticularly attended toO.

E‘lTlO.
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SBORST. - So2 20 B DAk BEYOUD BATIN. HIGRS.  Copy No_J .
1l.- HORKING ARD WIRING PARTIES (Contd).-

In the event cf sn attack - unless special orders hiave been issued «
Working rerties will report to Battn. H'Qre. or to the nearest 4
coy. H'Qrs., ii nearer. :
ihzn does not mean that the WHULE Party will so report, but that ;1
the leader oF the Party will sc report, by RUNNER, his whereabouts, |

and will hold his party in readiness for immediate action. j

12.- TEEMS - NAEES T0 BE USED.- |
The Terme "SECOTOR" or "SUB=-SECTOR" are not to be used, but the "4_
Term "AREAY ig permissable.
sben it is desired to deseribe the exact limite of an operation, /

the rost We., Name of Trench, Defended jocality or Map Reference,
must be given, e.g., =

"Bnemy attempted to raig qur Lines between Po8tB.ccccccccccsn

B cevseccrcbnntterres
Pacetecl

13 LACKNOWLEDOGE.

i

y i -

D ISTH ON.- adjutant, 28rd Battalion. ‘
3
goples tc.~ ;
Iﬂlll- nl.’l ’f
" 2/"'.- Wﬂr mm- 'E
» ﬁi"" ﬂ-ﬂ- ﬁ'
w 6-"‘ Lﬁ:ﬂtth- 1
" Te= €th Brigade.
" Be=- Transport Officer.
" 9/16.~- (.0's., Coys.
" ld.- Right Battalion.
" 1D .= L.ftr Bﬂttmﬁﬂ-
* 16e= suppert Battaslion.
“—-—-m-—-.—-—ﬂ
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Copy No_ 2 ..

L]

19th MARCH, 1918.

1.~ The 23rd Battalicn, A.t.F., will earry out an Tnter- e
on Hight 20/21let Merch, 1918. £ * Coy. Relief

BATTALION OPERALTION ORDER EO. 96.
B‘fﬁi H,ﬂ._pi"" ahﬁi{t 2?___3-:;- - l;ﬁ{}.[}ﬂ{;.

. e —

e~ "C" Coy. will relieve "7 Coye on the LEFT Coy. Pront.
D" (oy. will relieve "B" Coy. on the RIGHT Coy. Front.

"A" Coy. to move to SUPPURY Coy. Positicns.
"B"™.Coy. to move to RESHPRVE Coy. Positions.

L
T W,

Sem Coy. Commanders will make all HeCEBEBArY &rTralg: : .
this order. y arrongemenis subject to

4.- Hot Meals beiore leaving the SUPLURT and RES , Pos
56 S17ee 45 0" snd M B tn, LQUSERVE Poeitions, will
Hot Meals for "A" and YB"™ Coys. after relief.

Se= Adl Trench Stores, etc., to be tuken over ané receipts forwarded
to Battalion H'Qre. 12 Hours after relief.

6.~ Disposition Report to ve at Battulion H'Qrs. 12 Hours after
relief. -

7.~ Covering Parties for the relief will be provided by "A" and"B"
Coys., and withdrawn after relief is complete.

8.~ Completion of relief to be wired to Battnm. H'Qrs. in CODRE.

De= ACEXENOWLEDGE.

s ffir):";f %lédi

: ¥ | R Ep—— Liﬁutn
DISTRIBUTION., - Adjatant, 23rd Battalion.
cnpiﬂﬂ tﬂr"" ;
ll_ E‘ilﬁl
/4.~ War piary. B!
5"" C-U- :
6o~ Adjutant. 3
e 6th Brigade. ig
8/121" O-G'B.. cﬂYB- -r

=l

=

i
F;%!
3. ; s '1

. E ..*i.‘

% . e S .
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Sheet 28 g.W.

| e,
apeenpyag 2 20

BATTALION OPERATION ORDER NOax 97

1

23rd MARCH 1918.

The 24th Aust. Inf. Battalion will relieve the 23rd Aust. Inf. : ‘

Battalion in the LEPT Battalion Seetor on the night 24th/25th
March 1918.

The usual Advance parties will be in the Line on the night prior
to arrival of Relief. :

Guides per platoon of PORWARD and SUPFORT Coys. 10 be at Rattalion
Headquarters at 7 P.M. on night of relief, and guides per FPOST

to meet platoons at USEFUL LANE.

i

411 pefence Schemes, Works Policies, Maps, Sketches, Log Books,
Aeroplane Photographe, Imtelligence connected with the Front, and
rTreach Stores te be hasnded over, and two copies of receipts handed
to Battalion Headausrters 12 hours after Relief.

gompletion of relief to be wired to Battalion Headguarters in CODE.

After relief Coys. will move -~
Coy. to CATACONBS.
L

l’lc "
H‘H

HBH

®" position previously occupie
POINT.

d by "C" Coy at PROWSE

and "D" Coys positions as last tour ia Support at PROWSE
POINT and ONLY WAY.

Gum Boots and soiled Socks must NQT be handed over, but Coys will
make arrangements to have same gent to Gum
and receipts obtained.

ACKNOWLEDG E.

DISTRIBUTION :

— L:- "; £ -,7‘*"._:'::’
\ .

Copies to -
- Fil‘
2/4 viar Diary
5" GIOI
6. Ad jutant
7. 6th Brigade
Bélﬂ 0's C. COys8.
13. TeOo
14. QeMe
15. 24th A.I.Battalion
16. Spare

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Boot Store, CATACONBS,

_ -

Lieut.

Ad jutant, 23rd Battalion

>
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Q@QS SO RIGT « - NOY T0 BE TAKEN INTO FRONT LINZ. APP
e e e

~2nd ZONE VEFENSIVE BATTALION ~ "G"™ BAGTY.

11

B3’
A PROVISIONAL DEFPZNCE SOHEME .
4 wi. PRUVISIONA
+ /" Ref. Mepe.- PLOBGSTEERT. 28 S.W. 4. 1/10,000.

BELGIUM- 38 ﬁ-ﬁ_:_ﬂ-ﬂﬂ EOE- 1{3010{"0'

1 1Le= The "0" Battalion Pront extends over the Brigade Nounderics
' ag follows.-

LERT. - River LOUVE (Inciusive).
. RIGHT.- Line running - B.4.4.2.8. - Q.l.central. -
Uel6.D.8.2. - TMs21.4.7.0. - D.28.2.5.9. -
Ueld.0.4.9. |

h__-'

2am There are three lines of defence.~
L8Fe= FUORWARD.~ Front 3ystem of Prenches.
~nd.- R2und Zone oi Dpefence (Corps Line).
érd.- Army Zone of Defsnco.

k Dam= The exisbting 2ad LQHE Line is held by a gsystem o0f jucleus
Garrigons, and censists of thres Groups in which sre inelunded
Posbs. (Bea APPHENDIX "A".)

4.- Disposition of Battalion.-

"H'Qre". “ CATACCRIBS .

Hﬁi 1 ﬂ_ﬂft"’ i DEM) ﬂGF Fm-

No. & Coy. - GREY PARM RRESERVE, and undsy command
0f C.0., "A"™ Battalion.

No. 3 Coy. i AVENUE PARM.

Ho. 4 Cﬂ?- - UeB.0aD 3. - {}IEI.Y 'ﬁﬁ:‘f-

Oe= Goys. are reapanﬁibla iﬂ@ﬁ—ﬂbﬂfgﬁﬁﬁﬁT—

¥ Ko. 1 Coy. - Jo. 1 Group.
| No. & Coy. - NOo, & Group.
No. 4 Coy. - N0. 3 Group.

Oe Ihalagtinn.in.ﬂaaa of attaek or on ordors from Battalion H'Qrs.
. ‘Hil Be~

{a) No. 1 Oog. will cemnd a Piaboon to Ho. 22 Post ia GREY FARM
ROBERVE.
The remainder, except the Nucleug Carrisons of
ffos. 16, 20 and 21 Posts, will "S9P4liD TO" and
await orders from Battalion H'Grs, » & Arcpimnesl

{b) No. & Coy. will send a platoon %0 each of the four Sitro .
Posts 14, 17, 18 and 19. e

(¢) Ho. 4 Coy. will send a Flatoon to each of the four gtrong
Posts in No. 3 Group. '

7.~ {'or Maching ¢un Field of Pire, Position of Groups - 2
See APrENDIX "B" (Ref. Map. DILOLGSTEERT. 1/10,000.)

8e=  For strength of Nueclems Garrisomn -~ gee APFENDIX ™A".

2e="  In view of the sbove, 4LL Officers and N.0.0's. will immediss-
ely meke a recomneisesnca of the tracks to their reepective
pogiticne, znd to the positions on sither Ylank.

10.- Attention is dirscted to the neccssity of improving ths
defensive situalion in every way.
All Trenches to be kept clesy and in gcod order.
Amvmnition ger fosf 0 be malniasined to the following table.-

1Q,LJJ ﬁﬂuﬂ.ﬁs e Ahe 4o

T2 Bombs.
1l ACKNOWILEDGZE. ‘
DISTRIBUTION - Next Page. —IAALTEC T2 Tieut

Adjutant, Lord Battalion.
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-_- o = j
G\ APPENDIX & = 22
D SECRAT. - HUT D0 BE PAKEE INTO FRONT LINS- Copy No 7" |
Gopies to.-
:‘?Uili" Filﬂ- ]
[0elf4e~ War Dlary.
¥ Ho= GsDe
" Ce- Adjutant.
" 7= 6th Brigade.
" 8.~ tight Battalion.
" g,- Left Battalion.
\ " 10/14.- ¢.C's. Coys.
\ | " 15/16. 3pare.
APVENDIX "A".
Fost® ' _
- 0. Group. Hame. Map Ref. Strength.
16, 1.  HASTED HOUSE »r0sT. Ueld.0.80.70. (1 H.GeD., 3 G.R'S.
{2 LeGnrs., & 1 L.G.
" R0 1 BAKERY POST. Ueld.a.70.60- (1 N.CeOQ., & 0O.R"S.
e (2 L.GnYe., & L.G.
21 . . DONKINGTON HAYLL PO8T.  U.8.0.50.60. (1 NiC+0., 3 CuR'S.
i (R L.Cn¥e., & 3 T..0%
14. 2. WHISKY POST. Uel5.1.65.15. do. do. do.
17. 2. LUNG RUIN £0OBT. Ue9.4.80.280- ‘do. ao. do.
i8. 2. ASH CRATER POST. Uelb.8.70.80. a0 . do. 4o .
19. 2.  AVENUE FARM. FOBT . UePe0.70e60. do. 0. ac.
22, B G’MY FARM mmm- H-gidlgt‘- 40 o ao. do.
( Approximate ).
ik D PALK VILLA 20ST. Uell.ds05.60. do. do. do.
12. S ELGER FOST. UeZ2l.D460:80. (1 KeCeO., 3 QR'SB.
(3 LeGBYZ2., & LoeGo
: (and zZ §.Beazrers.
13. S, ULTIMO POST. U-lﬁiﬂ..'f5.70- {1 H-C-Q-, 1 OiR'B#,
‘E L.GHIB-, :ﬁ',' L.Gi
410 O ST 1IVES vOBT. UDelDeGe 000, ao . doe. do.
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OQPERATIONS. -

COMPCRT
FUND . -and
CANTEEN. -

REGIMERTAL
PAPER -

6th BRIGADE

COMFORTS FUSD.

STRENGTH.~-

DISCIPLINE .-

1st April, 1918.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Zrd Battaelion - 6th Infantry Brigade,

—_ =

APPENDIYX L~ <%

AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.

GENERAL REPORT FOR MONTH OF MARCH, 1918.

Rattalion moved vie Train to CANTEER CQORUER, thence
to CATACONMES. Previous knowledge of the Front
nade the task of Reconnaissance beforc taking over,
particularly easy.

mhe usuasl fatigues were sent forward from this
point, and the line was relioved at the expiration
of 8 days.

Front was livilier than in JANUARY and there was

a general alertness in view of a possible enemy

of fensive which, however, did not materialise.
policy was, as before, one of Active Defence and
casuslties. considering the nature of the Pront
and the amount of shell fire, were light.
Co-operation with Artillery was again excellent,
thanks chiefly to the prineiple of attaching
Tisizon Officers from Ratteries to Batin. H'Qrs.

Weather being good, ,cases of sickness incurred in
the line were again at a minimumn. A marked de-
crease in cases of Dysentery being particularly
gratifying and doubtless reflecting the sound
ganitary arrangements.

Rations were delivered frequently and regularly,
a8 before, to the Pront Line System by the
Reserve CoOy. ‘

These weré, a8 on previous ocecasion, organiéed by
chaplain Cleverdon with marked success, both whils

Unit was at CATACQOMBS snd later when line was
taken over. a7

This was published as usual on the 15th March,
and the 31lst Mareh, 1919,

thies section made usual welcome gifts of Socks,
etc.

The return of School and Leave Personnsl, tc their
Unit on acecount of the GCerman (Offensive on the
SOMME, as well as the recalling of men attached

to Brigade, etc., increased the strength of the
Rattalion at the end 0f the Month t0.-

43 Officers. 924 0O.Ranks.

The Discipline of the men remains GOOD.

Orderly Room cases. - 8.
E!Glﬁg‘L‘I- CHEEE- — 7-
--------- 0Q0=—m=——m

TN ) ,é;;;q .
/)L Gty s, _gor.

cummandiﬁg;'zﬁrd Battalion.
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. | b~
23rd Battalion - 6th Infantry Brigade.

R S S e —

SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE FOR 8 DAYS EHDIHG{Q.ZO Psm. 24.3.18,

————

l.- OUR ARTILLERY. Our Artillery displayed normal activity daily

| —————  on WARBRTON Tergets - centres of enemy movement,
U.1l1l.b, U.l2.¢c and U.l1l2.d. Also each day on
requesty retaliated on active Minenwerfers U.lZ.c,
From the 20th March, 1918, it was sugpesled that
retaliative fire might be replaced by anticipat-
ive fire to keep enemy undergpound -~ the only
result that could reasonably be expected from
Divisional Artillery Bombsrdment. The suggest-
ion was acted onfSuiping cuns firing at irregular
intervals througﬁ the night were reported %o

have greatly minimised Winenwerfer activity.

on the 22nd March, 1918, at 3 a.m., heavy fire

on our Front System necesgitated a call for
retaliation, when a barrage was put down on
"S.0.S." lines - 1/3 "§.0.5.™ rate for approx-
imately 1 hour.

counter Battery work by the "Heavies" was less
than usual until the 22nd inst, but then

became more active.

2.~ MACHINE GUNS.- Vickers displsyed usual activity. Principal
a0 targetsy being U.12.4.50.75, U.1l2.¢.75.30 and
Vel3.2.10.30. - wnen an aversge of 4,000 rounds
were expended on our front daily.

3.~ TRENCH MORTARS. Light Trench Mortars, being "S.0.8." only, little
g firing was indulged in by them on our sector.
NEWTON 6" adopted an offensive policy, and

daily engaged active lMinenwerfers with apparently
first class results. , -
9,.,45" Heavy Trench Nortars also were available

and were freely used for Counter M.W. work.

4.,- PATROLS.- An active policy of Patrolling was maintained
; to deany No Man's Land the Enemy.
Patrols consisted of Coy. Officers aad Coy.
men, each with a small party of Battalion Scouts
attached.' '
On two occasions enemy patrols were gseen, bul
on each occasion, action was impossible owing
to enemy's extreme caution in not leaving his
~own wire and visibility being high.
On misty mornings anti-raid precautions con-
sisted of sending R Officer and 20 O.Raunks® with
Lewis Guns into No.Man'e Land and between the
barrage lines to await and attack enemy while
forming up - No. Raiding Party was encountered.

Officers on Patrol were.- .
16/18. Lieut. Clayden. 20/21. L%. Kirkwood.
17 /2B, " Lowe. 21/22. " Hepburn.

i8/19. ilorrison. 22/23. " ('Connell.
19/20. ¢ Sumnmers. 25/25.( ™ Hepburn.
: o ' ( ™ Bragg.
oe= AIRCRAPT.- our Aircraft were constantly alert, patroliing,
T photographing, and reconnoitring.
Visibility generslly was high and enemy Anti-
reraft Defences rather weak.
No collisions took place between our asroplanes
and those of the enemy.
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SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE FOR 8 DAYS ENDING 8.30 p.m. 24.3.18: (Gﬂﬂ%&ln

r.'—-—

- ENEMY -

l.- ARTILLERY.- Enemy Artillery showed a declided increase from
T our last period in this Sector.
shelling in Depth was algo more pronounced.
77 e¢m. and 105 cm. were the predominating calib-
res, with a few 15 cms. becoming more noticeable
towards end of period.
Shelling wae regular in character and was most
intense on mornings of 2lst Mareh and 22nd March.
cas Shells predominated in the first - when
3000 rounds were e8timated to have fallen in
three hours (3 a.m. to 6 a.m.)
The 22nd activity duplicated a practice barrags
- noted two daye previouely.

Shelling was generally very distributed end
rather inaccurate though a number of direct
hits on BGMONT AVENUE, aad USEFUL LANE Were
obtained. .

2e— MNINENWERFERS.- Minenwerfers were very ageressive throughout.
_ g o Only close supervision and prompt retaliation
by our Artillery and Trench Mortars prevented
sbsolute dominance.

O¢= AIRCRAFT.- Throughout period Enemy Aeroplanes were practic-
i ally never seen, Balloons were unusually
numerous on our Front.

4.- MOVEMERT.- Usual movement around Ruing U.l2.c and U.1l2.4.
’ e and trench system was observed. - though it

showed a big decresse compared with the former
trip in the Iine.

o sbnormal movement was observed, though
8light increase following Rain on 2Qth larch.

5.~ MISCELLALEQUS.- FLARES were normal except on night of 19/20th.
: g=i Msroh, when they werequieter than ususl.

Enemy attitude appeared to be strictly defensive,
on our Sector.
Sniping was slight.
Oon the morning of 22nd March communications
were broken after 20 minutes. Vigual Signall-
ing was impossible owing to mist. Re€ourge
wae made to Runners.

-------------- OQ0= e e
8«= TWORK.- Qur Work was coabtinuous, and progreseive.
Trenches in RIVER LANE and EGMONT AVENUE evened

U .
. Support Line revetted ant duckboarded.

- Many shelters were erecto.
A new R.A.P. was also erected.
A Soup Kitchen renovated.
A Bomb proof Signal (O0ffice was constructed.
All work wag carried out by a working party
consisting of details in emcese of Coy.
fighting requirements.

Lieut.
29th March, 1918. Intelligence Officer.
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’ ' ' AUSTRALIAN TMPERIAL FORCE. :ﬁq
C)J%{Q}Eggﬁkxh 2%rd Battalion - 6th Infantry Brigade. j

l.- GENERAL. At the bepinning of the Month, the Rattalion = & S
was in rest Billets at QUESQUES and VERVAL- = Qe
The TranSport snd Stores moved from that Area B
on the 4th March, 1918, and travelled by road &= .
taking four days to do the journey. - )
on the 6th March, 1918, the Battalion moved
from Billets at 6.30 a.m. and entrained at =
- LOTTIRGHRM, detrsining at STEENWERCK at 2,30
p.m., and from thence marched to CANTEEN OC( Y
On the 7th March, 1918, the Battalion moved %o &
CATACONRS and the Transport and Stores were = =
aituated at CCDFORD LINES. 2
While at the CATACOMBS, Rations were delivered
to the Battalion by Limber, and when the o i .
Battalion moved to the ILine on the 16th March,
the Light Reilway was used as far as RACINE DULP.
and from there by Push Truck along the WARNETON
TRACK.
During the night of the 20th Mareh, 1918, .
the enemy shelled heavily with Cas Shells, and
this delayed the Rations which did not reach
their destination until 8 a.,m. on the next
morning.
The second Blanket snd Winter Clothing were
ecalled in on the 26th March, 1918.
mhis was earlier in the Year than ususl, but it
wae done in anticipation of an early move, and
to make Unite more mobile.

2.~ RATIONS.- Rations have been consistently GOCD thrﬂughnut'
the lMonth.

ORDHANCE.- Demands have been well supplied and the
=3 Battalion is at present well eguipped.

R 000——=mmm == ==
= e
A ?ﬁiTEHéJ;whﬂ:
gapt.
29th March, 1918, Quartermaster, 23rd Rattalion.
s

= e
S

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL REDIGTOT8117



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1018117






e o

L

o St
 FORVARD. R
———

£y

SIS f 2 = ;
F THE BA

' 29
D§ v >
- Sy LA ol iy !
At . )
oY Y DETERRE :
_.W

11 MARCH 15, 1918. Price, Ten Centimes.
AU REVOIR. FGRWARD.
< +
To the most peaceful village it has ever There's a deal of sliex commotion

been oarlot to billet in—Farvewell. To
the simple and kindly folk of one of the
hundreds of hamlets of similar kind we
ciid our Au Revoir last week, and as we
preparad for our journey to fake up greu=
ter and graver duties their feelings were
made manifest by the many little acts
just prinr to our departure in the dim
light of breaking dawn. Small were these
tokens of regard and affection—such as a
cup of coffee to ease the chill ere the move-
ment  began, a scrap of some French

dainty 10 supplement the scanty ration, or

o bottle of home-made cider—but they
were appreciated far and zbove their value
by the boys, and they will be remembered
Jong after, and thought of often when the
{urmoil ceases and the guns have given
up their roar. True, our acquaintance wis
a1l too short, but the friendship was as
cincere as it was spontaneous, and we have
reason to believe that the 23rd Baitalion
made an impression that will develop into
a lasting good opinion of those soldiers
who hail from the Southern Cross, that 1s
provided those who follow us uphold the
cood reputation, and **carry on a3 men
ard soldiers should do.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

When the troops are set in motion,

To pack their kits and toddle to theline.
They leave their “rects” with sorrow
Their thoughts are of the morrow,

When they go to face the whizz-bangs and

the shme,

Coquetting with winsome wenches
They prefer to grimy trenches, .
But their chattles bang together with a

click ;
The day that they are shifting
Te shell crash and duckboard lifting,
And dodging inte dug-outs pretiy quick.

They leave behind the rognish glanece
From maidens fair of * sunny ” France,
While settled in the hamlet for a rest.
For Billjim's greatest pleasuve
W hen out on well-earned leisure,
Is to * parlez vous™ with them in houest
jest.

So through this life they go
In sunshine, rain or snow ;3
The “in” and “out” of war a constant

orind ;
But where e’er the boys may be
There's a sweet, long memory
Of Aussy and a girl he's left bekind.

\
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& BIRTH. The clocks were put forward one hour

TICH.-~-In the Transport lines, on Sun-
day, March 10th, * Little Tich,” the
Mascot dog, of a triplet family. . All
doing well, Australian papers please
e i

ST e e e -

GENE

RALITIES.
G TR
Sorry, Capt. Moss, but Lieut. Morrell’s

fine platoon got pipped on the post at
the Brigade competitions.

It must be pleasing to Transport
Officer, Lieut. Hume, to see the boys
pull off so many prizes in the recent
parade,

The Brigade Major, who has been
recently married, was the recipient of
the good wishes of all the officers and
men.

Owxders say . that the boys are to be
issued with caps in lieu of “le grand
chapeau” when they go on Blighty
leave. Are we to lose our identity ?

Much ado about Nothing.—One of the
most exciting incidents during our stay
in billets was the birth of a calf. After
waiting for quite a lengthy period for
the great event, “baby bully beef”
arrived on the scene. After that, great
rejoicing and wine all round, in which
- the boys of A Coy.duly drank the health
.of the new-born

A bashful young W.0.

At Paris was doing the sights,
The mornings were **snoosy,”
The afternoons—"* Susie,”

But what of the beautiful nights ?

The Y.M.C.A. picture show, opposite
the Transport lines, is a great boon to
stroops of all branches of the service, in
‘helping to pass the long evenings. The
fact of no charge being made for ad-
mission emphasises the good work being
periormed by that organisation.

=
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at eleven o’clock on Sunday last—Sura-
mer time.

" Jockey Jack,” Lieut. Wiltshire, was
the envied recipient of the Brigade Blue
Ribbon at the horse parade.

" Where We Are " is where we were
in the first article on that subject, but
the snow and mud is absent, and things
are much livelier in the line.

The idyllic sublimity of climatic con-
ditions now prevailing brings into being
a feeling of exhuberant exhilaration,
causing the blood to pulsate th rough the
veins in vibratious effervescence, as cool,
spa}ikliug water dashing over roughhewn
rocks.

We will not be surprised at beinz
overwhelmed with an avalanche of spring
" poetry ”’ next issue. But steady, lads,
the Fighting Editor is very fit.

Many thanks to Lieut. Hume, of the
Transport, and those under him., for the
great care always taken with the Bat-
alion Press gear when on the move.

L-Cpl. Larry Herz has, we understand.
written enfirely from memory the old,
but ever-green comedy, “Fun on the
Bristol,” which will, be produced in due
course by the ed Diamond combination
of actors, known as the Sixth Brigade
Concert Party. It is presumed that
L-Cpl. Herz will manage the production,

That Australians love their health-
giving field sport was evidenced at the
last billets by the fact that on one aftep-
noon there was quite a variety to choose
from by the onlooker. Ower the hill tho
Australian game of football was being
played. At the foot Soccer or Rughy
was being contested by enthusiasts, and
a short distance away equestrian com-
petitions were taking place. Perhaps,
also, the Colonel and Second in Comimand
were touring the meadows with “ goff **
sticks and polite language. (?)
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SERGEANT-MAJOR COX.

With the deepest of regrets, shared by
all, we record the death of the above
comrade, gallaut soldier and good fellow.

To lis people in Australia we here
extend onr sympathy, and tablet the
fact that hie was *one of the best,” and
a pal of us all, who will never be for-
gotten.

-__d___.—-——-—'———-—ﬁ

SHARPS AND FLATS.
_.'-

A report of the band trip appears on
pages 4, 5 and 6.

At entertaining, the Australian nurs-
ing Sisters ** beat the band.”

Anzacs arm in arm ‘with W.AA.Cs
promenade the seafront. ' Tommy "
looks on. Cheeky wretches, Anzacs!

“ Amex" well represented in the sea-
port town. Some swank, too.

“ 1] Trovatore,” so capably rendered by
the band at the two hospitals, was the
composer's (Verdi) greatest achievement.

One, at least, of our officers is popular
with those most charming of our Aus-
tralian women—the nursing sisters—
judging by the vivacious bevy he was
surrounded by at No. 2 Australian
General.

Vhen “ an outsider” got too close to
N . the result of a stealthy potion
of the * the cup that cheers ”’ reached
her nostrils, but she was pnliﬁeﬂlva‘ry
polite. An excited ejaculation, You've
been-you've been =" Gassed!” was her
way of putting it.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

L]

“RAMMYISMS.”

-.‘.-

The A.IF. is indeed a wondrous thing,
In it are many men and manners. It
taketh the _rich with the poor, and per-
adventure thy Batman of the day may
be the Brigadier of to-morrow,

Speak kindly to the Quartermaster,
and peradventure, thy reward will surely
come.

Take heed to dodge the “ minnie ” and
the “* whizz-bang,” that thy days may be
long in the land.

Blessed is the “ Aussy” who spends
two vears in Blighty, for then shall he
be classed as an Anzac, and be entitled
to spurs and feathers.

Beware of the Red, which means
Staff, and the Blue, which means Anzac.
Dodze them as thou would an Engineers’
fatigue.

Speak kindly to the Sapper, and give
him cigarettes of the brand that are
Players, so that thy fatigue party may
get home early.

Verily, the duckboards are a blessing,
but when Fritz shells the track we
assuredly get the * wind up,”

The House of Horseferry Road is in
deed a large house, and in it are many
maidens, likewise many " soldiers,” who
liketh not the smell of the trenches.

In rest thou shalt have many drilis,
and kit inspections, and for any short-
ages thou shalt pay.

Look not on the “yin” when it is
“blane,” for then shall the
up and smite thee, and thy legs beconn
an abomination.

If on one tot of rum thou wouldst take
three lines of trenches, God help the
Kaiser if thou liad'st the whole ja..

Verily, a sandbag is a comfortabla
thing. 1t buildeth up the parapet, and
improveth thy duzout, butif a 5.9 strike
it, then who can saveit?

road rise
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A MUSICAL FEAST. farmhouses, through quaint villages, and
+ the narrow, winding streets of small
TO HOSPITAL PATIENTS. towns. The roads are tair until nearing
v the sand dunes of the coast, then they
Whirr! Buzz!! Not a whizz-bang. become as if a severe barrage had been

Lt is the 23rd Battalion Band off on a
Lwenty-five kilo motor trip, to the sea-
side, on an entertaining “ stunt,” to help
to break the monotony of comrades
convalescing or on the sick bed. The
performers aboard were : —Bandmaster,
W. Wilson ; soloist, J. Baird; solo cor-
nets, J. Robertson, J. Doake ; first cor-
nets. S. Savage, H. George; second
cornets, C. Davis, F. Hamilton ; third
cornet, R. Dawson; solo horn, A.
Bennier; first horn, E. Browne ; second
horn, S. Harris: third horn, G. Cole-
man ; first baritone, R. Ferguson : second
baritene, R. L. Hudson : solo uphonium,
R. Berndt; euphonium, A. Green; Eb
bass, W, Ketterer, V. Pomeroy ; Bb bass,
W. Scott, H. Carrol: first trombone, S,
Vickers ; second trombone, J. Hosking :
bass trombone, W. Hansen ; side drums,
J. Reid, G. McKenzie ; bass drum, A.
Hudson, and Drum Major E. Langley.
Major Beith and Capt. Galbraith also
participated in the first day’s ftrip, and
kKept the driver company in the more
than cool atmosphere.

No. 25 General Hospital.

We glide steadily along to the beat and
song of the driving band, between leaf-
less but neatly trimmed hedges, up hill
and down dale, with snow-capped hills
all round, The day promises fair at the
start, but eventually glowering clouds
bank up over the hill tops, and a raw,
bleak wind penetrates muffler and great-
coat, but does not cool the ardgr of the
boys on their journey to give pleasure to
those less fortunate thah themselves.
I'he Brigade Concert Party is picked up
by the wayside,bent on a similar errand,
and »ff again we rattle past picturesque

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

thrown on them, and our conveyance
bumps and rolls like a tank chasing
Huns, as we approach our destination—
a typical French seaside resort. The
hospital is the second largest in France,
facing the channel, and evidently an
ideal position when the sky is blue and
summery zeyphyrs breathe, but on this
occasion an arctic wind blows, and
hlizzards of Snow sweep the esplanade
and seafront. ' A fine hall, however,
awaits the lads, and after the necesca 'y
operation of revictualling, under the
direction of two kindly “Aussy " sisters
the band renders its programme to a
gathering of between 700 and 800
patients, who appreciated the items
muchly, especially the solo parts and
selections from the operas. The follow-
ing was the treat served under the baton
of Sgt. Wilson during the afternoon :— -
March, *“ The Cossack ™ {VF.Rimmer};
grand selection, " Il Trovatore " (Verdi);
selection, “ Bound to Win,” (Hen o D
Pether): cornet and euphonium duet,
“A Night in Venice ” (G. Lucantoni),
J. Baird and A. Green : descriptive fan-
tasia, “A Soldier's Life " (Wao TP
Sherriff); grand selection, * Faust”
(Gounod) : march, “ The North Star’
(W. Rimmer)

]

The Concert Party.

In the evening the large hall
again packed to its utpiost by those
to get about, including many sisters o
lieved of their strenuous daties for the
time being. The personnel of the COneer|
party consisted of Cpl. Rom:ine {23rd
Battn.), Cpl. J. Lee (2214 Battn.), com-
edians; Pte. N. Shepherd (22n4 I, female
impersonator: Ptes. C. Senior and A,

WAR
able

i
~ BNl

RCDIGTO18117



Mareh 15th.

O\
.

THE TWENTY-THIRD. 5

Jones (21st) balladists ; Pte. A. Dawson
(23rd), juggler; M. Penny (6th M.G.C,),
viddish comedian; Johnson (23rd), pian-
ist: J. Trevor, M. Hayes (Z23rd), the
lights, and L-Opl. L. Hertz (22nd), man-
ager, and successfully entertained the
audience, raising outbursts of hearty
jauzhler and applause. Jim Romaine,
as usual, bore the brunt of the recalls,
and Jack Lee was second favorite. The
other performers received due apprecia-
tion, and everyone was pleased. The
Land were again in demand, and acted
as orchestra, rendering * Maritana ™
(Wallace) as the overture, and including
“ Merry Widow” (Franz Lehar) in the
salections. R. Berndt efficiently acted
as pianoforte accompanist. i

Personal thanks to Sgt. Wilson and
L-Cpl. Hertz; a game of billiards or a
cup of coffee ; a confab over the fire, and
the journey baek to biilets at 1 a.m. left
a feeling of tiredness and satisfaction,
and everyone looked forward to the
second stunt, commencing a few hours
later.

No. 2 Australian General.

On the Sunday a journey to the above
hospital was uadertaken, per shanks’
pony and train, on which there were no
speed recoirds broken. Iiventually the
train journey came to an end, and
1.25 p.m, saw the band, led by the drum
major, marching through a mercantile
and fishing town of large dimensions,
also a port of embarkation and disem-
barkation of troops. In a short walk te
the electrie tram —compre electrie tram
Digzor ?—there was seen faces of almost
every nation on earth, from the Kaffir
to the wily Chinee, even the * square-
head’ was in evidence. A cosmopolitan
town indeed in war time! A trip round
the edge of the sea to the accompani-
ment of waves dashing against a seawall
in places, with a fine view of the channel,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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soon kFrought us to the No. 2 General
Hospital, nicely laid out on the crest of
a hill, and mostly under canvas. Tho’
cool, the day was calm, and a slight
mist hung in the distance over the broad
expanse of water, lending an eerie soli-
tude to the scene. It is safe to say that
many gazed yearningly Blightywards
——so near and yet so far. The band was
received by a bevy of Australian sisters,
each of whom wore the trim and neat
nurses’ uniform and a perpetual smile—-
one of those which won't wash off —and
they immediately opened up a barrage of

delicacies from which the lads had .to -

eventually retreat for the business of
the afternoon, under a heavy fire of
beaming faeces, nuts and sweets. The
charming sisters hailed from the har-
bour city and the city of gardens and
wide streets, and as Australians we had

to " pineh ' something, so we " pinched ™ -.

their names for publication, which are
as follows :—Acting Matron,Sister 1i. A,

Cuthbert; Sisters E. Gallin, M. Fisher, ~

(. Potter, M. R. Thomas, A. Dorrington,
. Gallin, G. J. Whiting, A. 5. Sweet,
B. Creswick, Noralh Lehiman, Viectoria.
Sisters K. Rees, A. J. McKenzie, K. P.
Wright, M. Fillans, N.5.W.

A programme was rendered by the
band on one of the lawns, which was
received by the inlying patients in the
wards with applause, and was much
appreciated by them. The items were
as follows :—Mareh, ©* B.B.,-C.F.” (J. Ord
Hume); selection, " Barber of Saville”
(Rossini); waltz, " Destiny” (Sydney
Baynes) ; selection, * Bing Boys™ (Nat
D. Ayer):; selection, " The Turkish
Patrol” (Th. Michaelis); serenade,
““ Birthday Greetings” (Panl Linki);
march, “Throngh Belts and Bars”
(Ernest Urback.)

Impromptu selections were agdin ren-
dered in the evening at the Y.M.C.A.
hall from six till seven, after. which the
boys were let locse on well-earned

i g | T S —
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parole. The sleeping arrangements were SPORTING.
in keeping with the reception. We —
were tucked safely in “dinkum” beds FOOTBALL.

by acting sisters Geo. Mackenzie and
“Fat”™ Davis, who thoughtfully enquired
after their patients’ throats. They all
proved dry, and the “ dinkum oil " was
prescribed in suitable doses. There
were some very bad cases which required
a double dose, and even that was not
sufficient for the official seribe. He
was eonsoled with the fact that * there
was a wee drap in th' bottle for th’
mornin’.” It was not long, however,
when everyone was in dreamland in
the cosy snugness of a blanket or two
over the issue, to the acecompaniment of
the flapping canvas of a huge marquee.
‘Some of the boys said that no sooner
had they gone to sleep when reveille
sounded. However, they had a good

night's rest and turned out spick and

span, and in good nick to again cheer
stricken comrades with a morning per-
formance of the programme which
relieved the dullness at No. 25 on the
Saturday. To say their efforts were
appreciated is putting it mildly. The
in-patients thoroughly enjoyed it, as a
visit to the wards proved. The Camp
Commandant heartily thanked the lads
for the treat, and the sisters’ enthusiasm
was displayed in bountiful relays of tea
and toast, and the ever present smile,
combined with jovial banter, not for-
getting the “glad eye” and flirting —
yes, flirting!

A hearty lunch, exchange of greetings
and souvenirs, a couple of hours sight-
seeing, and once more the train is
boarded, and only a memory remains—
a memory of sweet faces by the seaside,
and gratitude of striken comrades.

A big, hefty sergeant, named Harry,
For a trip went to lovely Paree,
VW hen the girls knew his nama
They said * fie for shame,”
-Not “Petite” but “Grande,” ma cherie.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Further matches have been played
since last issue, but on account of the
forward move the competition remains
uncompleted. At present the teams
stand as following list :—

Team. W dia Dy 1Pis
Headquarters - s | S | 5
A Company - O A I 4
Transport - - R [T [ 2
B Company - BT e 1) 2
D Company - 2l 2= =i 2
C Company - e N R | 1

e ——— e — - ===

e T —

23rd Band played the Transport on
Saturday last. The musicians weie
blown out, Transport winning easily.
23rd combined Band and Transport
met 22nd ditto last week. We won
by a poiat. Scores—6zls 12bds to Tels
dbds. * Robbie ™ (3), Polloek (2), Petrie
(1), potted the main points.

i

HIGH JUMP.

At the Brigade sports, in the above
competition, no finality was arrived at
on aecount of the greasv condition of
the ground. L.-Cpl. Holnian. Pte.
Appleyard (23rd) and Pte. MeCaffery
(22nd ) were left to fight out the right
to first honors, and last week they eon-
tested with the following result:—

Pte, McCaffery (5ft) - - 1
L.-Cpl. Holman (4ft. 11in,)- 2

BRIGADE HORSE PARADE.

At the above Parade, held recently,
the battalion securad firss honors i1 the
following events :—

Officers” Hack (Lieut. Wiltshire) :
Shoeing (Dwr. H. Ross): Limber Driv-
ing (Dvr, Paine); Rayid Assembly IMar--
ness Dvre. Norton. —

RCDIGTO18T17
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AMONGST THE BOYS.

-Q—
* Under Two Flags.”—The Russians.
* * +*

“To the Trenches!"”—The order eof

the day—and many days.
* * -

Winter is evidently en the eve of de-

parture, for the days are now mellow.
* * *

Four moire wins added to the number
already to the credit of the battalion at
the Brigade Horse Parade.

* = x

Sgt. Ramsdale goes to the Brigade
Concert Party. “ Rammy,  perhaps,
will shed some of the light of the Perham
Stars on the Co.

b e b

We are told that a well-known cook,
once of A Coy., but now in Australia,
put up a record, inasmuch as the first
night he landed in the southern city he
fell foul, not of the M.FP.s but the C.P.s,
and got put away for a few hours to cool
off.

o = k

The difference between the battalion
tailor and a Belgian farmer is that
“Bob" sews what he gathers, and the
farmer gathers what he sows,

* B *

Pte. Tom Delahunty writes from the
Signalling Schooel, stating he is doing
Al. He doesn’t anticipate ra trip to

France yet awhile.
* * *

“The Coon” says that American
soldiers in France refer to us as ' those
guys from down under.” His description
of their words of command are amusingly
*“Johnsonian.”

E ¥ E 3

A couple of bandsmen were indiscreet
enough to go A.W.L. on the entertaining
trip. Can’t understand some soldiers.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

“Wallie” Williams has done a bunk
to the Antipmlfas.

* *

“Tock"” Tehan, so the wireless sayvs,
is now on the Imprest Account Staff,
attached to Colonel Knox's Command in
Blighty.

: ¥* *

The moment that men recognise the
rights of others, and because they recog-
nise them—respect them—the wrongs

disappear. d &

When “ Dan ™ drops his pots and pans
for a day he develops " some ™ swank.
We wonder how many hearts he broke
the other da.r,'

- k3
It is an old joke, but apparently some

of our bovs haven't got wise to it, for we
hear that a certain N.C.0O. was recently

sent to A for some striped paint. 1t
was a stiffish walk, too.
* ¥ * :
Sgt. Miller, better known as  Littly,"”

has returned to the battalion from duty
in England.

* * *

There was a ha-rum, sca-rum rush the
other night at eight o’clock There were
no casualities or sore heads next morn-
ing, not to say that Jack Eatiknapp and
his gang of bully beef purveyors did not
deserve severe chastisement for spread-
ing the furphy that there was to be a
rum issue. It was a diabolical hoax.

* * -

“Bill” Williamson celebrated his
birthday recently. It was a very dryv
affair—very dry. Geo.Grantendeavored
towax eloquent, butwords grated in his

throat lJike a cross-cut saw.
3 +* -

We regret to record the death of Mr.
Geo. Ely, brother of popular * Dad,” of
the transport, who was killed in a rail-
way accident at Yarra Junection, thro’
a train colliding with a sulky which Mr
Ely was driving. " Dad” had another
brother killed in the Ypres salient.
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A DREAM. .

+ 3
FRITZ SNIPERS TURNED INTO
FLY WHEELS. |

In Chicago they turn everything about
the ,pig into money except the squeal.
But. it has been reserved for a well known
Australian officer. to outdo even that re-
markable fact.

Early one morning last week the sacred
precinets of our office were invaded by a
gaunt figure whosc eyes shone with the

fiery gleams of some tremendous achieve-
ment. 'To add more to the  tout
ensemble 77 of his eatrance, a terrific noise
of shellfire filled the air, and it was in vain
we tried to hear what he had to say.

A fter frantic gesticulations, he indicated
a desire for us to accompany him, and we
did =0, dodging shell splinters, duckboards,
mud, ete. on the way. At the end of one
of the trenches he suddenly stopped and
pointedproudly to a strange looking ob-
jeet built on the lines of a waterwheel. On
the end of each blade was a cut out head
and shoulders of a private. By pressing
_a lever the whole wheel rose up a couple of

feet and almost immediately comme
vevolve rapidly, while we had to ta
ter from a rain of flattened bulleta
scemed to spaiter from the top

wheel.

The explanation was simple. v;
head just peeped over the bank ane :
target for Fritz. As each blade cr -
bringing another head into view,
simply peppered away, and the imp:
the iron heads provided sufficient -
to tarn to useful account.

« There you are,” he said. .4 rov 1
these and you can drive almost anyvhi: 2

The colossal possibilities of the in |
tion struck us dumb with astonishu i
What a glorious idea to drive omr ni
multi-quadru}:-'le machine--when it arri:

'The shell fire huving moderated so (@
what, we could listen to his disgoursc |
the stupendous value of the invent i
and visions of millions and possibly 1w i
floated before cur dazed imaginations.

Then Well, when we woke up,
discovered that our oflice was a thing |
the past, and pending & new and sail
dugont, most of our time is engage: g
cearch for sufficient type to see this -
through. |

&l
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