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SECRET . - | Copy No & -
e o v BATTALION OPERATION ORDER WO. 155.
Re - Maps.- VALENCI®MNES ) 1/100.000. oY @,ﬂ

JAMUR - Yo SRR O 16th DEC . 1918,

l.- The 6tk A.T. Briceds Group will move to "NiTTHNEEW Sub-ires
o=moryrow, 17th December. 1018, i :

2,~ “ The 23rd Batbtalion, A.I.P., will leave thsir present Billeting Area

at 0856 to-morrow, 17th imst., amd will proeged to SOLRE IE CHATEAU *
via AVESNES, WANDHAUAILS omd PILLERIES. . nae |

3.~ STARTING POINT.- Junetiom of Rords L00/West of "A" in ROUGE.

BEEAD OF COLUMN will pass Starxting point at 0865.
goys. will be in position by 0850.

ORDER OF MARCH.- Band, "H™Qws",, "a", “B", "C" amd "D" Coys.
4,- The following DISTANGES will be maintained throughout the March:-.

Between Battslions - 200 yards.
w Qompanies - 100 ™
" Unit and its Yranspori: - ahe "

" #ach Sesebticn of 6 Veshicles -~ 25 o

6.~ DREBS.- all Marehing Order.
Iron Rations.
Uncomswnad cortion of day¥s Tatioms.
water Bobttles Zilled.
S«B.P'8, Slum: Ooun top of the Ppasck.
Megs Tine wnder JIteecl Helwet.
60 Rowmds 8.4.A. T DRen.

6o~ OPFPICERS' Va. I8ES will De dunmped in sccordancs with Ghe under-
mentionaed T20L5:—

ngH  u@g¥ smd “P" Goys. at "OY Coy's. H'Qrs. by 0730.
"a* goy. =t Qoy. H'Q¥s. DF . 0730.
THIQrs™ at Battaliom H'yrs. Dy 0730.

Goy. MBSS BOXES,will be earried om Coy. Cookers.

V.= BLANKETS.~ £ Rlankets per mam will be rolled in Bundles of 10
TWidth of Blanke’) securely tied im three yiaces and clearly iabell-
ed, and will be dumyed ab Goy. H'Grs. by 0700 on Ghe 17%h inst.

BAND PACKS will be dwnped at Tramspord Lines by 0730, 17tk imst.

BILLETING PARTY.- Coy. Billeting N.C.0Ts. will report %o Liecut.
T.B. Siitd ot Battn. Oorderly Roow ab 0746 to-morrow, 1Vith imst.,
snd will move by Bicyeles to SOLRE L CHATEAU.

9= 0Qele, M"C" Coy,, will detsll 1 Officer end 15 U+R's. %o s0t as
ugbragglers' party". This Party will merch 1in Yeex of
6th AN.G. Coy. — Rear of Brigads Column.

10.~ ALL Goys. will mareh im TIIIAS.
11.~ Babtaliom will halt for LUNCH £rom 1280 to 1400.
12.~ Wabohes will be SYNCHRONISHD at 2000, 156th inst.

- . Commasndsrs will fuwrnalish dertificates that ALL Blllets
]-.3. g:im?.ea by theu have been leil in a Glaan and Sanitary Condition,

o reach Babttalion H'grs. by 0830 lo-moxrrow, 17%h inst.
4, ACEKENOWLZEDEGCG E.

.

B il . el ol

-

DIS TRIBUTION. -
:-LI—' il L] . Liﬂﬂl
3/4.- 3’l‘a.:l.'*a:lni.q:r.';v,r. Adjutant. 2Zrd Battslion..
5-"‘ ﬂl‘ﬂ-
6-"" *djutﬂnt- y
7= 6th A.I. Brigade.
Bélal-_ D-U'E-, ﬁﬂj’l-
1de= Ql!n
14d.~ Transport Officer.
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Coy. Bllilet He0o0%s. will weport to Ll ut .
Wn:ﬁ H'm-m Ji30 toe-worxow, 18th iast,

b I i S --u-...a-.-- S —— TS—
The 6th A«T. Brigede OGroup willi continune muve o "HALITHHEES™
te=moryow, 4i8th levembers 1915., by lisrch Route.

Tha Z0rd Bativaildvine fLeleTe will iﬂh?u ;hﬁi; yIGE&ﬁL Blllﬂﬁiﬂ% L2 88
at 0920 toemoxyow, 1B8th lhste, and will cPocead 3¢ RKEGUTISS via

" BRAURIBUX, SYVHY .aid SIVHT SUasIoN.

REIGU LCIRT.- Ellliet No. I, Rue & Sesumont .

aﬁlﬂ Jr uU#UEE Wilm Jeper e Htﬁfﬁiﬁﬁ &Qiﬂt % Uﬂﬂb.

ﬂ'ﬂ“. to be ia puesibiva h} o) P
PER OF MARCH.=  Bend, Ve e, "B, TOU TP oanl A" CON

CEs wili be r*aiutaimﬂ inroughout the Weroh:e

Bayween B;:.‘_h...&.wm . - 200 gards.
- Companies - 100
*  ynit and ite Pronsport « 0
. hoch Section of € Vohiecles « - 20 2 ™
SR Do~ full karchling UTGer. |

Iron Rations.

mmeonsumed sortion of Day®s lations.

Putes Botties filled.

Deel. e Slung om to, of the JaGx.

pese Pine under teel Nollet. -

Watoruru ot Uhest undes Flap of FYusk (Ready ior
| e TIenay .

G0 rounds He Ls Ae 0BT TERL.

.o IO YALTSES will be Jdumped ot (oye Billets (With Blankets)

SH.5 woemorrvow. 10tk imst.
Inﬁﬁ of Velises 6o be gorsomally supervised by vifleers.

Coye 1585 BOXES will bo earried on Cookers.

o= £ Blankets per men will be yolled in Bundles ol 10 |
Blsnket ) mwﬂx tied in thres plades and ahnﬂ.i la'uil

od ul will be dumged at Coy. Billete i: oemgrrow, 1
BAND £AOKS will be Gwiped at Tramsport L u15 188N TESV.

Uelle, "P" Coy., will detail i oftioer pad 16 0.R'8. to et as
"atregule et rarty" for the Brigeds Grouwp. They will msxch
in year of the Zmd Dive Sulvege Coy.

mﬂﬁw. will moaxoh iAn THREES.
mmuuhmmnumw- , 18th inst.

Goy. Comnsmders will furnish a Csrtificete that ALL Billets
. ied by thewm bave beoa 1oft in s oclean and sanih axy oondl tion,

to remoh Batealion H'Qrs. by 0830 tvemorrow, 185%h inst,
ACEKEFEOWLEDGE. |

B 4
1
- he= Fii@e J}
ifde= War Diaxy. | | |
3" Gmm- ont | -‘ |
- L] !
; ?:- Gth Aele mm

.m-- ﬂoﬂ'.-. oyu. s |

Lila= , Lelie |

dilgm moﬂ ﬂﬂiur.
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SEORET . - /1 Copy No '

. BATTALION OPERATION ORDER NO. 157 vﬁ@l ¢ q P

Rﬂfi l[ A Hm- 1 100- OGE: _ l__} ?mmgt m

l,- The 6th A.I. Brigade will continue the move to “NALINNES" AREBA
to-morrow, 19th December. 1918,

Re= The 23rd Battalion. A.I.F. will move to WAJCOURT via VERGEIES,
ERPION, BOUSSO LR/, end,K SILENRIBUX, to-morrow, 19th inst.

rELb .

3.~ STARTING POINT.- Junction of Rosds 200 yards North of "R" in RENLIES%

HEAD OF COLUMN will paes Starting Point at 0930.
Coys. will be in position by 0925.

ORDER OF MARCH.- Band, "R'grs"., "D", "B", "C™ and "AY Coys.
4,~ The following DISTANCES will be msintained throughout the March:=-

R e L

Between Battalions - 200 yards.
- Companies ~ 100 *©®
- Unit and Its Transport - 100 "
i Bach Section of 6 Vehieleg = 25 "
O¢= DRESS.- Full Marching Order. i

Iron Rations.

Unec oncumed Portion of Day's Rations,

Water Bottles filled.

S.B.R's. slumg on top of the pPack.

Mess Tins under Steel Helmet.

Waterproof Sheet under Flap of Pack (Ready for Emergency).
60 'I'ﬁll'ﬂﬁﬂ Etﬁ.-.&- MEeT IN&Il.

6.~ OFFICERS' VALISES will be dumped with their Coy's., Blankets, as per
undermentioned Table:-

nBM . MQW sng DY @oys. st Coy's. Billets by OCLS.
~ A" Coy. at Billet No. 27 by 0730. |
"H!'Qre"., at Battalion HiQrs. by 0016.

COgs MESS BOXEE will be carried on Coy. Cookers.

Y.~  BLANKETS.~ 2 Blankets per man will be r0lled in Bundles of 10 -~
WIdth of Blanket ~ seeurely tied in three plsces and clearly
labelled and will be dumped ss follows:-

"RT, "g" and "D" Coys. at Coy's. Billets by 0B800.
"A" Coy. at Coy's. Biliet by Q745. =
"HIQrs™. at Billet No, 23 by 0800 .

B8e=  BAND PuCKS will be dumped at Transport Lines by 0000.

9o~  BILLETING PARTY.- Coy. Bill.eting N.C.0's. will report to Lieut.
Jeds SMITH at Battalion H'qrs. st 0780 to-morrow, 19th inst.

10.~ ALL Coye, will merch in THREES.

lle= Coy., Commanders will furmnish Certificates thet ALL Billets
eccupied by them have been left in a Clesn and Banitary
condition, to resch Battalion H'Qrs. by 0830 to-morrow, 19th inst.

12~ AC K IUWWLETDGBH.

o e cnl N P = g

DISTRIBUTION.- W
Lo~ File. .' ﬁiaut.
2[4, War Diary. Adjutant, 23rd Battalion.
B, o P H
6 e Aﬁ.j'll't fﬂl‘t 1 :
T e 6th A.I.» Bl'igadﬂ.
6 12:‘- 0-0 131 3 30}’3-
1 o™ q-u_-
14 ,= Pransport O0fficer.

g~
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The 6% Lele Hﬂgﬁh will continue the move to "KALINAES"™ AREA |

 Yoemorvow, 19th December. 1318,

The 23rd Battalion. .A.T«® will move to WAIGOURY via VERONIRS, _“j
BRPICH, BOUSRO Lﬂzﬁm& BILENAIBUX, tosmorrow, 19th inst, ,

STARTING POINT.- Junction of Roads 200 yards North of TRT in 2ol
HEAD OF COLUMA will pasa Starting roimt at 0980. -t
rim vy i,ug

CoyeE. will be in po . =
ORDHR OF MAROH.~ Band, "l'en"-. "', "B", "0 smd "A" Coys. . =

The following DISIAEORS Will bs mat #tained 3mtmm m- S

N0

latﬂn Pattalions - - _ m yards.
_ Compenion e i
“ | lmu and Ite m:uapuﬂ - 106 v -
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1
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o c‘
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"B", A" and "P" Goyu. st w* . Bllste by 0800,
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e miﬂ rﬂ"- will Tepo.
| ﬁﬁm Heurss m toemorrow, 1
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&th h;: Brigade. .'h"ﬁajll will Wntmi the mw to “mw
hmn toegorrow, 2Uth Jecember. 1913,

The £8rd Battallon. A. 1.3 will move to HALEE via THY Li emntr.
tosmorrow, the Z20th inet.
JINE.» KASTAURANT + nuu H0e B9 = m FITS Mtﬂu

M. 0P OOLUMA ¥ili pssé stertisg soimt ug.agﬂr
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(:
\*3 ebq.) 2ord Battelion - 8th Infantry Brigade.
SPECIAL ORDER.
Funeral. The Remailns of the lﬂt.e.Lleu‘t.. W.0s SUMMERS M.C. will
= oe interred in the Cemetery of NALINNESRHAIES this
\ - Afternoon at 1400, :
3 Cortege will leave R.A.P. 2t 1400.

Chaplain BLOOD will officiste,
ALL Officers of the Battalion will attend.

for "B" Coy. will supply the following FIRING PARTY.- i
1 Officer. 40 O.Ranks. o Rounds of Blank ?
ES. | Amnunition will be fired. |
{ | DRESS .= O.Ranks,=- CGreatcoats - Drill Order with
Rifles.
EEe Officers,=- Greatcoats - Gloves - but no
i Sticks.

ALL RANKS will wesr HATS.
BAND will attend.
1 The undermentioned detall of Officers will act as ]
R Pall Bearers:- .
Lieut, L.S. MADDRELL M.C. /' y
i~ | Lieut. V. DIXKON D.C.M. M.U. f :
Lieut. G.¥, GRIFFIN u.C.
Lieut. W.A.E. BRAGG.

|

e / Lieut. {

11
Hik

e

?

29t December. 1918. Adjutant. 25rd Battalion.
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12th December, 1918.

AUSTRALIAN CORPS NEWS SHEET.

Extracts from Allied and Enemy Press compiled from Press

cuttings supplied by the Australian War Records Section
and Other Sources.

SUGGESTED AUSTRALIAN TOUR.

The M.C.C. has been asked to consider the idea of a tour
next summer of a cricket team picked from Australians serving
at home and abroad, and if possible to arrange fixtures. The
Australian Board of Control has been asked if they approve of
the project, and if so, to nominate someone in this country with
whom the M.C.C. can deal.

AN AUSTRALIAN CRICKET TOUR.

MELBOURNE, Nov. 19.

The Cricket Board of Control will, on December 6, consider
the M_.G.G‘s. cable suggesting that an Australian team composed
of active service men shall tour England in 1919.—ExcHaNAE,

ESTEEM FOR MARSHAL FOCH.

It is proposed to erect in Sydney a bronze statue of
Marshal Foch, and also to present him with a service of Aus-
tralian gold plate,

VOTES FOR MEMBERS OF THE A.LF.

_It has beenagreed by the Federal House of Representatives
to give the vote to every member of the Commonwealth mili-
tary and naval forces, irrespective of age.

THE DANES AND SCHLESWIG.

Danes resident in New South Wales are supporting the
claim of the Schleswig Provinces for justice on the principle of
self determination.

W

OUR DEBT TO FRANCE.

Mr. Watt, Acting Prime Minister of Australia, id cabling
to M. Clemenceau, says that centuries cannot repay the debt

due to undaunted France, and hopes for an indisscluble bond

between free nations.

LORD FORREST'S SUCCESSOR.
The Times, Friday, Nov. 22nd, 1918.

John Forrest, born in Western Australia, started life with
neither wealth nor influence, and became a peer of the realm.
He died recently, and his suceessor in the House of Representa-
tives is a youth named Corboy, barely old enough to have se-
cured the franchise, but brave enough to have foughtinthe war.

TIMBER FOR AEROPLANES FROM
THE WEST.

At the instance of the British and Commonwealth Air
Boards, tests are being conducted in Western Australia of local
timbers thought to be suitable for aeroplane building.

WAR SCHOLARSHIPS.

A trust has been formed in Western Australia for providing
scholarships for the children of fallen or incapacitated soldiers.
Scholarships to the value of £6,000 have already been allotted,

WORLD PEACE, AND WAR

INDENMNITIES.
SYDNEY, NOV. 18.

Mr. W. A. Holman, Premier of New South Wales, in dis-
cussing the peace terms, said that if a scheme can be devised
whereby Australia is assured that there will be no more war it
becomes an entirely secondary and unimportant consideration
whether she gets any indemnity. The best commerecial treaty
would be worth nothing under the liability of another war.

“We must not,” he continued, “allow our minds to be di-
verted from the main purpose; but we must be prepared to
surrender small, if attractive, immediate gains in order to se-
cure a World Peace, which is the greatest gain of ali.”

AUSTRALIAN WHEAT STOCKS.

SYDNEY, Monday.

In consequence of drought the wheat harvest in New South
Wales is expected to yield only 15,000,000 bushels, compared
with 38,000,000 last season. The outlook is correspondingly
bad in Bouth Australia and Victoria, but the Commonwealth on
the whole has 154,000,000 bushels, representing three years’
accumulations, still available for export.

[
RESTARTING INDUSTRIES IN ENGLAND.

The Daily Mail, of 2nd Nov. contributes to this discussion a
résumé of some of the plans of the Ministry of Reconstructions
for the supply of raw materials, and makes other interesting
statements. In most lines of material there will be more
available than we can import, e.g., cottonat Galveston in Texas.
HBpecial ports will be set apart for the debarkation of troops, and
others for ships bringing supplies. The Navy, which has 5,000
ships under its control, will carry out the transport of our de-
mobilized froops; and big liners taking returning troops to
America, will bring back food or raw material. The ware-
houses at our ports will be freed by storing war material in
disused munition factories. Not only will the unified railway
serviee be continued, but the whole inland transport will also
be organized to secure economy in wheel traffic. The distribu-
tion of raw materials will be made according to a scheme of
priority in trade, but in each trade the sub-division will be
decided by the representatives of the trade itself.

AUSTRALIA AND THE PACIFIC
ISLANDS.

There has been a very strong manifestation of feeling in the
Commonwealth during the month upon the future of the
Pacific Islands, and the whole subject was debated at length in
the Commonwealth Parliament on Nov. 14 and 15, upon a
motion submitted by the Government, During the course of
this debate the acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) made a par-
ticularly important statement, in which he pointed out that the
naval advisers of the Government had said that the Bismarck
Archipelago and surrounding possessions, now held by Australia,
would be of such strategic value to a potential enemy that un-
less they were retained in Australian hands an expenditure on
defence of several millions per annum would be necessary.
Apart from purely defensive reasons, Mr., Watt submitted that
the islands should be retained as part of the reparation the
Commonwealth was entitled to for her great outlay upon the
war, supposing it were impossible to obtain true indemnity. A
notable contribution to the debate was made by the leader of
the Official Labour Opposition, Mr. Tudor, who, no doubt having
regard to the Pacifist element in his party, took the line that he
would not oppose the motion owing to the assurance that the
retention of the colonies was necessary as a defensive mea-
sure. In the result theresolution submitted by the Government
declaring that it was essential to the future safety and welfare
of Australia that the captured German possessions in the
Pacific, now occupied by Australian and New Zealand troops,
should not, in any circumstances, be restored to Germany, was
passed unanimously by both Houses of Parliament.

A.LF. PRINTING SECTION.
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1oth December, 1918

AUSTRALIAN CORPS NEWS SHEET.

REPATRIATION SCHEME IN AUSTRALIA.

What the Government is Doing.

Reprint of the Summary of a Speech Delivered in July last
by Senator MILLEN, Minister for Repatriation.

The Australian Repatriation Scheme is in full operation.
Senator Millen, the Minister for Repatriation has aimed at
making the scheme worthy of the men and  women in whose in-
terests it has been framed. He has succeeded.

WHO IT INCLUDES.

The scheme includes soldiers, sailors, nurses, doctors, and
their dependants. The fundamental prineipal is that neither
those who enlisted for active service abroad nor their dependents
shall suffer economic prejudice by reason of their military service.

THE DEPARTMENT.

The Repatriation Department undertakes to provide each
t_mldiﬁr applying for employment with the opportunity of earn-
mg at least a living wage, and until the opportunity is forth-
coming, to pay to applicants such amounts as will ensure them
mcomes ranging from 42[- to 66/- weekly, according to cir-
cumstances. When employment involving travelling is obtained
through the Department, the removal expenses of the soldier
and his family and their household effects may be paid. The

Department will zlso provide tnols and personal equipment
necessary to follow his trade.

FOR THOSE ILL,

___Sufferers from illness or injury due to, or aggravated by
military service, are given free medical treatment in their own
homes or in hospitals, or special institutions, for solong as
treatment may be necessary. Artificial limbs and surgical
appilances will be repaired and replaced free as often as neces-
sary. During the period of medical treatment and convales-
cence, soldiers and their dependents are entitled to sustenance.
Fares to and from hospital and travelling expenses are also
paid. Those who are unable through disability resultant upon
service to pursue theirusual avocations will be trained in other
occupations to which the disability is no bar. During the
period of training soldiers are guarantead incomes ranging from
42/- to 66/- weekly, together with a travelling allowance of 3/-
if they are in training classes; or a minimum wage of the in-
dustry in which they are undergoing training if such training
is being effected in industrial establishments Apprentices are
guaranteed the adult minimum wage in the trade to which they
are apprenticed the moment they resume indentures. Those
sadisabied as to prevent their return to normal efficiency are
guaranteed a living wage, and are provided with opportunities

to earn at least part of such wage in emnloyments suited to
their temperament and capacity.

COMMUNITY SETTLEMENTS.

The industrics in which they are engaged are to Le con-
ducted in community settlements farmed in each Btate.
In these settlements there will be national! workshops and

homes for workers and convalescents, schools, and other social
acecessories.

Men with the inclination, aptitude and physical eapacity for
eagaging in farming pursuits will be financially assisted on easy,
liberal terms to take up land and to acquire the stock and

equipment necessary for successful working. Until the lgnﬂ is
ready for occupation, they may, if no employment 1s *avallahhz,
be paid a sustenance allowance, and when land is available the
necessary fares and freights to enable them to enter into pos-
session. They will also be entitled to sustenance during the
unproductive period of occupation.

TO THOSE IN BUSINESS.

In approved cases, soldiers incapacitated to the extent of
being unable to engage in their usual employment, and sﬂl:hfars
who prior to enlistment were dependent on businesses which
they owned and conducted, will be advanced money to purchase
business plant, stock, and live stock, to enable them fto estab-
lish or re-establish themselves. The necessary fares and
freights to their place of business will be paid. .

Free passages from the Gnmm:mwealﬁh may, on certain
conditions, be granted to incapacitated soldiers, their wives and
children, and to the widows and orphans of deceased soldiers,
and the wives and children of soldiers married abread, and to
fiancees of soldiers and Australians who have served in the
present war in the military and naval forces in any part of the
King's dominions.

WIDOWS AND CHILDREN.

Widows and children have been subjects of ﬁrEHatnr M:ﬂlen‘s
special care. Widows with children are Epntle:i to gifts of
furniture to enable them to re-establish tht}alr homes, and to
augment their means of livelihood money will be advanced to
them to assist in the purchasing of businesses, plant, stock,
and live-stock, and their pensions will be supplemente@ and
fees paid where widows with or without children decide to
undergo training in any calling. They may also be gl_'a;:tad
rental allowances, or such other assistance as the Minister
thinks proper. The provisions for rental allowances, as also for
gifts of furniture, apply equally to totally incapacitated men.

Soldiers not incapacitated will be loaned money to purchase
furniture and establish homes.

Towards the care and education of orphans of deceased
enldiers and the children of incapacitated soldiers the Minister
is empowered to pay such amounts as he deems fit.

The seheme also provides for advances to relieve th.E burden
of oppressive mortgages effected prior to the goldier's gnhs_t-
ment, and for grants towards the funeral expenses of soldiers in
indigent circumstances.

THE MOTHERS AND FATHERS OF THE FALLEN.

Parents have not been forgotten. Mothers and fathers who
were dependent on their soldier sons will be assisted.

To carry out this liberal and statesmanlike scheme, Senator
Millen is organising local committees from one end of {Lustraha
to the other. Wherever the soldier finds himself on his return,
he will be in toueh with willing workers anxious to repay some
measure of the debt they owe. :

Within the next few weeks the Minister hopes to place In
the hands of every Australian soldier abroad a personal letter
explaining the aims and objects of his department.

PLLANS FOR DEMOBOLISATION.

Raprinted from the “ British Australasian” dated November 2ist, 1918,

Senator Pearce, Minister for Defence, states that the
Government is in communication with the Imperial Govern-
.ment and other Dominions and the military authorities
regarding the return of Australian Forces. The Cabinet has
requested Mr. Hughes to take up the question of speedy
demobilisation with the administrative and military authorites
in London, who will take his directions on the main principles.
Consultations are proceeding on questions relating to employ-
ment for those awaiting embarkation, and a scheme for
university education,

The troops will return asunits under their
own officers., The Battalions, regiments and batteries will
be divided into halves, the first-coming half containing as many
men as posgible meriting preferential treatment according to
the priority list, as follows:— ]

Firstly, married soldiers, with preference according to the
number of their children, length of service, a;:;d guaranteed em-
ployment in Australia; secondly, single soldiers of long service,
with guaranteed employment; thirdly, other single men accord-
ing to length of service.—COMMONWEALTH CABLE.

A.LF. PRINTING SECTION.
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2 THE TWENTY-THIRD.

Amongst the Boys.

———— e R —

—

1st Dec.

1 iy

Goin' 'oma, digger ?
i - L -]
Who said Paris? Oh,those furphs?
e * k3
According to the latest L.B. there will
not be enough Brilliantshine manufac-
tured to supply the Batt.
#* * »
[lasanybody seen the Third Divvrﬁ?
This has bsen the questioa since 1910,
.,

Fritz kept “blowng” till the end,
finishing up on innof#¥nsive bridges.

L3 »
About the only t.hiﬁ‘g Fritz left around
these parts is;a bad name and a worse
impression. Jven the bare necessities

of life were takenin many instances.
£ o B

Frank Crossley is _still
ducer at the Anzac Coves.
panto in preparation.

* ®

the pro-
Another

Distressed Madam, whose horse is ill,
and desiring assistance, fo Tommy:
“ M'sieur, M'sieur, cheval!” Tommy :
“7T ain’t got no shovel, mam, but va'll
get one round the corner, off my mate.”

- -+ +H
Tt is said that some of our prisoners

are back In Eﬂglanifrﬂm}}armany.

Jack Engels has had furlough—Eng-
land. He was seen with the redoubt

able * Bully " Hearn.
#* * &

Our billets are not bad, but oh, what
a route mareh to hhﬂ diﬂe:ent Coys.

A eertain.bandsman, just a trifle ex-
wileruted while in Blighty, was asked
v one of the urchins, “ Do you want
Zuaston, digger?”  *“ No,” replied the
instrumentalist, “ You can have {52

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

We are short of paper, short of time,
and short of breath travelling, hence

small issue.
* #* +*

Q.M. Laffan has quitted for a position
at O.T.B.
- ¥* L ]
* Here a woman, there a man,
Refugees where'er you scan.”

In some cases their condition is dread- -

ful, almost skin and bone.. The kindli-
ness of the boys to these poor people 1is

proverbial.
- L ®

The band played a programime on
Sunday at the cross roads.

= ™ =

That wretech, Dinny Dwyer, has been
gaily gallivanting in Paris. He’s back
again, though.

® * ”

We have read an interesting letter
from Pte. Cecil Horan, who has been a
prisoner of war in Germany since Lag-
nicourt, 1917. It was written to Pte. D.
¥, Jackson, and apparently the writer
was cheerful in his captivity.

" =« *

The giddy voung things over forty
years of age are being sorted out in the
Battalion with a view to having them
boarded. One or two of the tougher
ones have refused the opportunity.

y * L *®

We have received copies of Xmas

cards from other units., Our own has

been distributed.
W " L

R.M.S. Woodlands, Cpls. Hutchinson
and Secombe are doing it grand on the
Strand.

»* * *
‘The regimental tonsorial expert has

_ cut short his state of single bliss.:

b
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Patience. The Triumph.

¢ — S
12wy ety flanders plain
o brouweht to an  Across the sodden Iiaude it
Hestilities have been broug | ; The wind is loud with fierce despalr,
iho combined strategy of ow e wind 13 loud g
s h:;,r H‘-l the bravery and dogged Tossing the shattered branches I;'” i
arals, ant A i . qc ’ 1 ast smi rlear
Sanislom ce of our soldiers, Naturally Hiding from earth the last small g
yerseveranee ; s ol ioht
{Jhﬂ prospect of departure for the dear of light,
= i !

hemeland is first in our “””tﬂ.ms’ ,::r%d
r impﬂtiﬂllt ﬁ_u:ﬂl‘ﬂhnﬂ 'I-Tn-'f[:-, ‘{Jtﬂ l;’.'i;[it;.l-i;}é I o uiﬂ-‘]ﬂt
‘becomes pronounced, Buty 1L:;. mizl"lﬂ:;lttlg Comrade, when all else fafls, by mg
spirit that held us Enguthiﬂ i Hi r -thuﬁlt or day, 1z to be faced
wore darkest and vietory secmce i T';!{-" Mid cold and storm and perilz Lo bE JACEU,
away, we should exereisc patience. '

Thro themud and dark of trackless waste
My faithful engine beats her way

= . sdans in h:uul for CYLCS,

. o numerous ideas ‘ - _ . e,
“Eﬂh'lh“li}ﬂ-?tirm of Australian soldiers, Yet lond above the tumult © E}Ll?tt .i'{':nn
demobl lE.lf these will, no doubt, evolve 1 hear that }Htllﬂﬁﬁ ':‘151_‘3'{‘1' wit .”“;1.' : 1
s (:?I} : rn;ﬂrem o deal fairly and  The shrapuel bullet striking as ‘tr::-b{ 1

omething GUES 5 . ~ Junid M,
it‘iuimbl}’n with each wman as lus turn

comes round. In the iuterim*rm'p11{11*51111.11':?:
ill be given to those desivibg “::1; e
~vove themselves in almost any Etlftjn ok
wwrofession, and to a cortain degrez

At the request of one of our L"ri:'ElE;I:'.l'_ﬂ :11::1;11.?1’
13 inserted as a tribute to the Lrinmph
motor evele, so much used during the
war,

. : ot te s artphe In —— =

themaselves for their ]}Iul,ll..'-ﬂ;;} ?lﬂll‘lmﬂilﬂ kabl

< 1 g animonsn etior y i ans : emarkab

cn’llll?’ﬁ- ”E’Fﬂ"‘ “'::l]-m,] can, and will, Weather conditions are Yems ¥y
T y all. 12 dl . L ¥

part oti ali

® L - |
an . : Gdermine Lhat it is well into the
. tisfactorily out of it3 difficulties, mild Emmlmlﬁg 1 2 o thie Peace Confer-
emerge »itiel e T . as #An battle— cola season, Lerhap: e
for in this phase fi’ TR S ence is warming the atmostphere,
~si [Tnron 18 Strenglh.
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4 THE TWENTY-THIRD.

The Sergeants Celebrate.
3

What a flutter the Sergeants of our
most excellent battalion must have
caused in the hearts of the village mai-
dens one night while at Vaux, when they
donned their glad rags for a real ball
given to the French folk in the locality
to celebrate the signing of the armstice,
Once the great moment (to celebrate—
not to sign) arrived they simply went
their hardest, did their best, and invited
the Mayor (M. Vast) and other ecivic
notabilities of the village.

What a sight they presented in the
hut, decorated and seated for the oe-
casion, with " Rammy ” the dear boy in
the forefront, and such handsome chaps
as Arthur Bertuch, Dick Richards,
“(Cam,” " Max,” “"Tom” Hume, and
" Billy” Wilson. A sprinkling of
officers provided the giot frame to the
picture as it were. for Major Beith,
Major Pascoe, the Adjutant, and several

Company Officers honored by their
presence. It was just great. And such
dancers! Gee! They would have

turned the most ardent Yankee “ragger”
green with rage. They waltzed, schott-
isched, and romped through the Lancers,
ete. till supper, whiech was in charge of
“ Jimmy 7 Bruce, *'Wag” Gornell and
“Jerry 7 Moore, and comprised ham
sandwiches, biscuits and coffee, No need
to remark on thg, appetites, The flow-
ing bowl was much'in evidence through-
ont the -evening, and gaiety held sway,
Melody was provided by D 'Coy’s Quar-
tette Party, S.M. DBertuch, Sgt. Harris
and others, while L.-Cpl. Reg. Berndt
tickled the ivories in great style. The
fellowing ladics were present :— Mmes, I,
A, Vast, G. Il. Delafeorte, A. Darrat,
B. Quiret, H, Swiville, A. Loyer, H.
Robillard, A. Quiret, T, Quiret, 1. Ray-
mour, A, Defiaris.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Dee. 1st.

¢

A Presentation. {

+
To the Editor,

_Bir.~ Reading in your issue of 15tk
November tkat ‘Sgt. Ramsdale and his
party were sadly in need of a piano the
undersigned hasten to fill the want,

; Kindly present as publicly as possible.
Wishing you and all the diggers a bonza
time in France and Germany, a happy
holiday with their best cobbers in good
old Ergland, and a speedv and safe retuwn
to the © Laund of the Wattle.” L

From yours truly,
Belcher, Mums, Auntie Lill and Cynthi
35 Market Place, Warminster,

You will be glad to hear on Armistice
day the hoys round here behaved (as
always) like gentlemen, and eaused no
trouble or disturbance,

[The piano will be presented during
the Christmas festivities.]

ey

Soceer.
+

The return match acainst the 24th
Battalion was played at Vaux, The
game was slow at the commencement, anda
soon after kicking off a long, low shot
from the boot of Seers scored for the 231d,
At half time the score was— 23vd 1gl, ;
24th, nil. At the ehange over 24th tried
hard to equalise maitters, and eventually,
after some hot work in froet of the home
goal, a fast cornershot beat our custodiun,
Scores evered, the visiting team made a
bold bid for victory, but our defence was
too good, and the game ended in a draw,
S.M, Cameron acted as cuastodian and
played a beneficial game for his side,
e

Sat. Harry Lear is vecovering from an’®
attack of double pnuemunia,

b
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Generalities.
S

The Battalion, as part of the Sixth
Brigade, was reviewed by King George
during the stay at Boulogne. One or
two of the officers and sergeants had the
honor of a handshake with the crowned
head of the Hmpire.

Serg. . Jacobs is convalescing at No.
1 camp, Havre Q.M. Lorimer and Sgt.
MecDonald have passed through the

hase.
If rumor speaketh correctly we will

Liave the choice o} 16 concert parties in
‘fr next area. They will all carry on.

There won't be an enidemic in the
hattalion if M.O. Capt. Daniels can help
it. His first study is its health.

Lieut. Bastow has returned to his old
love, the 23vd.

At Vaux we had the privilege of hear-
ing the Div. Coneert Party. “ The
Dinkum Diamonds,” under Capt. Potts
are good, and with the introduction of
new items will be hard to equal. We
are expectant,

The following cabie has been received
through the London Branch of the
E.S.aund A. Bank:—"6th Infantry Bri-
gade Dapot sends hearty congratulations
and God speed home again,’

Pte. Jack Mansfield has reached the.

land where becancoup wheat is stored.:

Our V.C.
-

Followingz message has been received —

“His Majesty the King hasapproved of

theaward of tha Vietoria Cross to Pte.

Mactier, 23¢d Bn., and Sgt. A. D. Lower-
son, 21st Bn. Please convey Army Corps,

Divisional and Brigade Commanders’
congratulations.”

| Full reference will be made to above

in next issue.|
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THE TWENTY-TEHIRD. D

Hospital Notes.
—p——

Col. Brazenor is with us again., Al-
most recovered, aud we are glad.

Lieut. Kirkwood is reported as very
seriously ill, Regrets.

Bandsman Ferguson was evacuated
while on leave, with illness.

Pte. Hudson hasalso gone to hospital,

With deep regret we have to record
the death of Ptes. Mg Dawson and L.
Trevena.

Hidden Treasure.
+_ i

A curious spectaele was witnessed re-
cently when a number of French people
dug up a large safe which had been
buried by the thoughtful village Mayor,
prior to occupation by the Huns. It
contained the people's securities and
other private valuable papers resting
securely six inches under the surface of
terra firma, alongside what was a Bosche
officer’s billet.

Socks.

’_

Fram shop to shop we chase fur wool
To make your knitted hosa,
Then use one color for the leg,
Another for the toes.
But black er white, or green or red,
Whate'er its color be,
The love we put into our work
Is boundless as the sea.
We chase the-wool, you chase the Huns
And each of us gals there,
Australian grit and kknitted socks -
Will stand the hardest wear.
: —M.L., Manls.
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6 THE TWENTY-THIRD.

The skies that arched his land were blue,
His bash-born winds were warm and

sweet,

Aund yet from earliest hours he knew
T'he tides ot victory and defeat ; -
From fierce floods thundering at his

birth,

Wrom red droughts ravening while he

played,

He learned to {fear no foes on earth— ’
¢ Phe bravest thing ‘God ever made.

The bugzles of the Motherland

Rang ceaselessly across the sea,
To call him and his lean brown hand

"'o shape Imperial destiny :

He went, by youth's grave purpose willed,

The goalu Lknown. the cost unweighed
The promise of his blood fulfilled— x
“The bravest thing (iod ever made!

+HE AUSTRALIAM. !

‘..

We know—ib is our deathless pride !
The splendour of his first fierce blow ;
How, reckless, glorious, undenied,
He stormed those steel-lined cliffs we
know !
And nene who saw him secale the height
Behind his recking bayonet-blade
Would rob him of his title right—
* The bravest thing God ever made "

Bravest, where half a world of men

Are brave beyond all earth’s rewards,
So stoutly none shall charge agaln

Till the last breaking of the swords;
Wounded or hale, won home from war,

Or yonder by the Lone Pine laid,
Ciive him his due for evermore—

“mhe bravest thing God ever made !

W.H.0O. in *London Punch.

[Judging by the numerous requests made for publication of the above tributes
it has not been generally read by our fellows, s0 W6 accede to the request:

Ed.]

e ——

You have weathered the ﬁtni‘m of war. Let the home folk know.

=
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.
R |

23rd Battalion - 6th Infantry Brigade.

CoMMANDING OFFICER'S SUMMARY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1018.

GENERAL, - Durlng the early portion of the lionth the Battalion R,
was 2t BOULOGNE-sur-HELPE.
Weather for the most part was wet and litille drill
could be done. .
During this period much Salvage Work was done in the ,
Area and the material collected and put into Centrel Dunps.
On the 17th December, 1918, the move forward was
commenced. Weather wae very bad for marching, belng 3
Wet and Cold. Battalion was four days on the road to }
our present location, NALINNES-HALES. i
BILLETS here are good and comfortable, although very
scattered.
The Inhabitante have been very good and have done thelr
best to make us comfortable. |
All Companies have held their Christimas Dinners which
have gone off ;:Elfﬁﬁll' The local Brewer kindly loaned &
a room in the sserie to hold the Dinners in. bl
Since arrivial here Coys. have been employed on
Syllabus Work and Recreatlon. |
On the 1lst of the lionth the Battallon was inspected
by His liajesty the King, and on tle 2¢th by H.R.H.
the Prince of Wales.

CLOTHING. - Clothing is in better repalr, much new clothing having $

, been recelived. Could still do with more. g
BOOTS , - During early part of the Month there was & great <

difficulty in getting leather for repalrs. This 5
has now been reunedled. %

RATIONS.- - Have been up to standard. On several occaslons £
since arrival here delivery has been very late. 4
On Christmas Day men had to go without Breakfast on
account .of the late arrival of the Ratlons.

TRANSPORT.- All in good working order. g
Transport Vehicles have been kept much on the Roads '

doing work for Clvilians, etc.

1015 MEN., - First batch of men who left wlth the Battalion, left
for home durlng tlhe konih.

C.0.~ Lt.-Col. W. BRAZENOR D.5.0. again evacualed Sick
during the Month.

--------- 000===mme==== ;

>, j}“
i~ -_ - _ ) a

\ . - 7 1 1, & - Hajor. | _il

3lst December. 1€18. T/Comnending. 23rd Battallon. i

el Thud
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29ird. Baitalion, Oth Inf.Bdes

f.q;b
MOVEMENTS OF OFFICERS
Taken on Streng

2nd. Lleut. F‘I ¥, Dale from Cadﬂt Bri. (thEiJ H?|11| .16.

Lieut. A Bastow rjd. from Sec. Gth Bde,. Gas
Officer 8,142,418,

y " J.C. Robertson rjd. from Aust. Corps School

l 39.13.1!5.

Taken off Sirencih

Lieut. Col., W.K.S. Mackenzie DSO. Gen.list attached.
‘ " Returned to Aust. 11.1%.48.

" V. Brazenor DSO, . To Hosp. Sick 14.18.405,
Lieut. W.0o Summers MNC Accldentally Killed 28.1%3.18,
Captain. L..G« Addison HNC To Hosp., sick 28.1 4,18,
Lieut. J.C. Robertson MC Attached 6th A.L.T.il.B.

@9 .43.408,
Fromotions

Promoted Lieutenants Dated 281.31.10.

-

gnd., Lieut. PILIJ: Foley
n AP Burke .0
4 V- Dixon DCOM M
" A.D. Glendenning
o . "A,F.H, Gabriel MM

Appolntaent

Lieut. O.M. Elliott MC appointed Adj. 19.10.18,

— T . e - e =" Sream— - jre, ol L S —— e - _-:.-'L.M‘-_.—.-'-'#',‘!’
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% AUSTRALIAN IWPERIAL FORCE.
<ord Battallion - 68th Infantry Brigade.

TRANSPORT OFFICER'S SUMMARY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER. 1818
ST o E e Y = —

On the 17th December, 1218, at ¢ a.m., the Transpnrt
moved from BOULOGNE and arrived at SOLRE LE CHATEAU et @ p.I.,
a dlstance of 18 kilometres.

: On the l8th Decenber, 1918, at ¢ a.m., the ¢ranspnrt
woved from SCLRE LE CHATEAU to RENLIES erriving there at
1.30 p.m., & distence of 15 kilometres.

On the 19th December, 1918, &t @ a.m.,, the Transport
moved from RENLIES to WALCOURT arriving there at 1.30 p.m. a8nd
left the following Morning (%0th) at ¢ a.m. for NALINNES-HAIES,
the finel destlination, and arrived about 11.30 a.n., a distance
of v kilometres.

 During the Month the Transport were kept busy ceriing
COAL for Clvilians -« 4 G.S. Wagons and € limbers belng supplied
for thlis purpose - The certing of thls Coal involved a Trip
of scme 40 kilometres.

During the Month 173 Limbere and 41 G.S. Wagons were
put on the road for Battallion Work.

e T L i St B R

17111 the 1%7th December, 1918, the Irensport fared well
for PFodder in the BOULOGNE AREA, there being & quantity of
German Hay and good gr=zing; there was also an lssue of bran
of two pounde 2 week ner horse.

A marked improvement  had taken place in the uandibiun
of the Hor=zes, but since coming to this Area the condition
of the Horses and Mules has fallen a2way consideraply, there
being no grazing and on account of the extrs work entailed by
the Christmas Dinnere and Retions being drawn by 1lst Line
Transport, involving long distances being traversed.

‘Flve % (5) men from the Transport Personnel have
been withdrewn for Courses in Vorkshops end one (1j 1019
man has been returnedt to Australlia on Furlough. These men
have been replzced by fresh men from the Battalion.

.-'-'-:‘-‘t.i‘-';i‘- Fa TS D, .n-l-lr!-r-_"--""..""l'-l."-—l-'-':!n'ﬁ
5 = = et o

ALK fe s 1L

| " Lisut.
3lst December. 19018. Transport Officer. <5rd Battallon.
|
.
{
;"{ |
. s ' ?
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QUARTERMASTER'S SUMMARY FOR LONTH OF DECEMBER, 1918, N

The early part of the Month was spent at ROUGE CROIK

and Rations were drawn from BOULOGNE-sur-HELPE: Ordnance was %y
situated at CARTIGNIES. : 78

On. the 17th December, 1¥18, the Battaelion moved t
off by read to SCLRE~-le-CHATEAU; an cearly move the next Morning |

brought us to RENLIES: thence on to WALCOURT; Ifrom here we 2
reaghed our Cestinstion -« NALINNES-HAIES - on the &80th Decenbers. . )
Seven Generel Service Wagons were used to carry the |
Tetions, Blankets, ete. Thece wagons proved most useful as R 7
we were able to allot one wagon to each of the five Companles 3
for the cerriage of Blankets and Valises which meant that the : |
wagone  could follow ilhe Companles into the Gompany Blllets as
soon as the Billeting Areca was reached, and men could settle ﬂ
dowm and get thelr wet clolhes dried much more quickly. than i’
usual. Three of these wagons were ablacued from the S.A.A.
Section of the &nd D.A .C. and the Drivers proved to be most
willing to do any work that was allotted to them.
The Billets at NALINNESRHAIES are very good &nd
comfortable, although scatiered.
The Ration Refilling Point 1s situated at
THY=1le<CHATEAU, = distence of eight kilometres from here.
The place is far from ceniral and it is hard to realise why
this village was fixed on as & Refilling Point.
Rations have been very irregular in delivery and on
geveral occasione heve been received too late for Breakfast.
With the exception of shertage of Vegetables, ¢
Rationes hzve been GOOD end as we hsve Deen able to puronase i
supplies thls shortage nas not been felt to any extent. :
Ordnance is situsted at No. 494 Rue de Beaumont,
MARCINELLE, and occasgionally the Lorry brings a load of
goods to NALINNES, BOOTS have been Adifficult to obtaln,
especlally in small silzes. Since coming to the present
Billets a good supply of Repasir Material has been recelved
and the Boots have been brought up to falr condition.
With a view to Demobilization, Indents have been
lodged to make up all shortages in the Mobllizatlon Store Table.
#1thin the last few days an extra Blanket per man
hes been iscued, making the issue of three blankets per man.

ST T SRR AN TR SRR B

7 Ec-.a.-...-.‘-
P

s

- —00{} ——————————
&u‘/‘ Captain.
3lst Decemper, 101G. Quartermaster. &3rd Battallon.

— a = - R — -_-h.f't-'rl-_q.
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