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: PHIRD  AUSTRALIAN  DIVISION

& AUSTRALIAN
' Diviglonal Headguariors,
— T0 ' ALL UNITS: = | 13th lsy, 1918, =
. The Divigional Commander desizes the followlng message o

be promulgated 4o the whole of the troops of the Divislon, -
!
"IPhe fialﬁ Marsael Gommead frg-in.-Chief peld a specicl vigi®

: "o the Division » aouple 6f d2ys cgo in order personally HC 6IDINCS3

"to me his thenks for the velmalle and doolslve servises iaudera&

ﬁby fhe Divigion, from the fahe of ivs grerivel in this Sheatro of

“;ar on March 27th. up %uv and inclusive of the offenalve opexations
' "gf liay 6th. end 7th. = The Commander-in(hief dsgived me to

"eonvey to all ranks, Serviscs and Departments his keen appreciatiion

"and gratitude for the workx they had dong. =

cOlN MONASH, Me jor-Genoral. "
Commanding Third Austrelian Division.-
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80 "Le MATIN" Wednesday, 22nd. Mey, 1918). =
TRENCH MORTAR ZAeADQUA T
HEADQUARTERS, i $i3
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S .
380 AUSTRALIAN DIV. THZ BITE OF THRZ ADSTRALIAND
! ‘ The retaking of VILLE-sur-ANCRE.
DD | i i DA S e & '

In one month the Austrelians have captured 1,800 |
Ortle i goners and. have taken part in numerous
conflicts

=4,

-y

N\

(From our Special Wer Corresyondent accredited to-the British rmy)
Between the SOMUE and the ANCRE - 21lst May

The AUSTRALIANS are only happy when they are given plenty of hard
work, It was an Australien Captain who, simply, emphasized this
treit im their charscter, so often exemplified, and he seemed, on
bia part, quite satisflied. And quite justly too, far hils company
was one of those which, the day befora yesterday, on Whitsun Eve,
contributed towards the sucoess which you know resulted in the Ire-
taking of VILLE-sur-AlCRE. It was a splendid surprise blow, stur-

. dily carxied out and it is worth reporting in some detall.

The artillery preparation lasted barely anm bhour. At 2.0 &.m. the
- First AUSTRALYAN wave went over the top.

Thers was & splendid moon. It was a pleasurs to go, the Captain
tells us. our lengthened shadows as we leapt fxom hole to hole
running scross the country, doubled, in the eyom of the enemy, the
number of his assailants. His barrsge was put up too late. The
attack, made on a front of little morc tham three kllometres, dave~
‘lopagd rizht and left of the villags, peat bogs preventing 1t being
assgulted from the front.

advenced posts and gerrisons - in tho neighbourhood of 1,000 men -
found themselves surroundsd ere they had a chance to retaliate.
Noevertheless the battalion which held the village = men of the 117th
Division, young classes mostly - nctwithstending the futllity of all
resistencae, docfended themsslves valliantly. It took two hourxe search-
ing the cellars to overcome, with the aid of bombs, the obstinacy of
some of them. Four hundred prisoners, or but fow lees, remalned in
our hands, and at least a8 many dead lay on the field. I say enemy
dead, for our own lossses wers nogligible.

Oone comic incident - whioch alweys existe in every drsma - was the
finding, amongst the small fry (wastrels) captured, of a civilian
from BERLIN - rara avis - whose sols baggags consisted of a regisier
of subsoriptions, for he wus & Collector of War Savings, charged with
receiving on the Bpot the mites of the combatants. It would appear
on glanocinz at his notebook, that the liberslity of the contxibutions
wag not . very conslderable. |

Another incident, this time of a dramatidé naiure: we had teken &an
officer who, sccording to custom, had advanced to mest us hands up.
Seising & moment to érop them, he hastily snatched hig revolver from
the pocket of his tunie and fired it point-blank at the stomach of
the guerd who was marching at his side. This example of Hunnish
pexfidy earned the end it mserited.

The taling of VILLE-sur-ANCRE - lnown by some &8 VILLE-sous-CORBIE-
has the siveantage of seouring for us veluable observatioan dizect on
MORLANCOI v, and, smongst other thinge, on four rosds and on the
ensmy Zlanlr towaxds ALBERT. |

P- T! O'
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A rw: of successes. ' »

Thls success, furthormors, is the last in point of date of a
whola series of fortunate opsratione which, in the course of a
month, have meant the capture by the AUSTRALIAN CORPS of 1,800
Prisoners, of whom half are to the credit of the two brigasdes
whioch retook VILLERS-BRLTOLNIUX.

Hereunder , unembelliched but how eloq‘uenﬁ,.is a statement of
they-feates of arms during the pest fortnight ;-

Night 30th Apl/lst May .

‘Lins edvanced 400 metres in depth on a front of 800, Post esg-
tablished East of the village of TRIIX.

Night of lst/2nd May . | - R . |

Further advance - total gain of 600 metres in depth on & fromt
of 1400 metres. | |

Yorning 6th Nay.

Capture of the whole | German second line of defonce
S.W. 0f MORLANCOURT. The ooccupents and tvheir ration-carriers
.killed or ocaptured, Prisoxrers 163, including 4 officers.

sorning 8th 1y

Three local operations - all successful. Line advanmoed 500
metires on 600 metres of front Tast of IAILLY-le-SEC end of 300
metres on 500 metres West of MORLANCOURT. About 20 prisonsrs
&nd heavy suemy casualtios.,

9th., May.

Return of encnmy offensive. They secured a footing for an in~ |
stant in Australian trenohes North-west of ALBERT but were immed- 1
iately thrown out agein, N

1éth, May.

Two Cerman Companies belonging to 18th aand 199th Divisions at-
tempted to regein the trenches loat by them South-west of MORLAN-
COURT. A% one point they broke into the Australien lines. A
spirited counter-attack not omly re-ostablished the position, but

.208% country to the enemy amd left 52 prisouners in ouxr hands 8s a *
esult ol the encounter, g Ty _ i

FI'I.B th . MEE '

The Austrelisns attaoked, at full midday, a ntrﬁng post advanoced
Toowards MORLANCOURT, captured the whole garrisom - 22 men and 1
i£ficer - and withdrew, having suffered no casuslties,

R.? Whea the Gezmans think of atvteoking, thia' is the kind of
*  adversary he will have to reckon with.
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Ma jorwGeneral 8ir JOHN MONASH, K.G.B.,‘?.D-
Qommanding, Third Australisa Division. - -

_70 AIL RANKS OF THR THIRD £USTRALIAN DIVISION:-

As T am sbout to take up other duties, The time has come when I
munt:rﬁlinquidh'tha gomuand of tha Divislon,
¢losely assoclated with yow as I hove besn, since the fdays of youwr
first agsembly and War Training in LNCLAND, end, later, bthwroughout ali your
; pﬂgnifinient'wnfk during the past nineteen months in the war zone, 1t ig
—-n&tu:ﬂlly'a.ﬂavara wrench for me %o wmart Ircm JOoU. s«

I fipd it quiﬁa'impossible to give adeqguats xpression to my feselings
nf gratituds towards 8ll rerks for Uhe splendid and loyal auppoxt which
wou 211 have, a® all times, accoried to me. = I am Geeply indebied %o gy

-gbaff, to £ll Commendaxs and to the Officers and troods of all Arms and
Services for a wholehaaxriad co-oparabion upon which, mOTe then upon any
osher factor, tha success of the Division bhas depsnded. =
T4 is ny earnest bope, and eleo my ELnRILTE sonviotion, that the fiume
spirit ard the high efficlency of the Divislon will be maintainsld under
the lesdexsghlip of my successSoXy, pigadierw-Goenaral GELLIBRAND; aud if the
‘ﬁan of tha Division fopl, 28 I trust they do, an obligatioa to perpetuate
for my seke the traditions bulil¥ up by them during the period of my
sommaend, they can do so 1ln no better wey than by rendering to him & servioe

r

as thorough and & support es loyal, &s I have been privileged to enjoy et !
their hendg, -
In formally wishing the Diviasion good-bye and good-luck, I wish simply,

"but rone the less sincerely, o thark each and all of you, for all that you

# ‘-""
h&'ﬂ'ﬂ &ﬂnﬂ p. ™ : __,V P 8 #d.'-' )/ ’ _
l._.“' F_.-"L-“: F;,’ ‘!‘.'. ﬁ E__ f 7 ‘i (::"'}l-pz {.?‘ﬂ"ﬂ
" Divisional Hesdquarters, Major-General, -
30"511- EBF 1918- e
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