AWMA4

Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,
1914-18 War

Supplies & Transport

Item number: 25/27/27

Title: 1st Australian Divisional Supply
Column

January 1918

AWM4-25/27/27

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1018575



18.(00-12"17-8793

GONFIDENTIAL.

ORIGINAL.

Australian Imperial Force.

WAR DIARY

, ol

g ' . ".”
/ Laead “

FOR

Signature of Officer compiling

Lf-: K- M : 1 ’ Signature of Officer Commanding . ‘7R—~5]I_L7

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO18575



"
ey
<
E
L |

‘; T B i o ————— —_— - — - —  — -

:./:./13_ to 31./1);3. |

jdrosnuviu ur peavderd aq J[ism
"Apoanioadsar enuepy peig ey) pue

11 3eg “g89)[ 'Q " Ul paurjuod aIe saLremumg
auiloS1[[oju pue ssuel] JIe)\\ SurpagSor suoljoniisd]

LOCATION:~ Sheet 27,X.24.a.1-5,

‘RAILHEAD:;- BRULOOZE 1-30/1/18,
STEENWERCK - 31/1/18.

From 1st to the 10th heavy falls of snow occurred
accompanied by & fairly severe frost; This caused rigore
precautians to be adepted with regard to all M.T.Vehlcles
Ne frost casualties occurred, |

The lorries were chiefly employed on S.M.T.0 detalls,
but owing to the snow, K demands on i.T.,were restricted as much
The work of transperting supplies was carried out by the Her
with the exception of ceal and extra forage,which was dene Dby

On the 18th thaw precautlons were adepted,and all
recalled to the Park,as the wear and tears on roads 1if su
heavy traffic during a thaw,is very great,and the damage
irreparable for many menths, A start was made to make a
ad justments and repairs, But on the 1l4th as frost had aga
with a coasiderable fall of snow,normal traffic was res
but only for two days,as thaw precautions had again to be
as from midnight 15/16th.This time the thaw a very gradua
continued until midnight 81/28nd. Full advantage was tak
spell,by the Workshops staff and the drivers to have a nl
overhaul of every lerry.

The Workshops are working at a considerable disad
owing to the stand being in & field which has been covered Wifh
stone,but being seft ground,the stone and rubble very quieckly | =
sinks down,making a very bad standing. | o2

From the 28nd teo 31lst, the leorries have been -n.B.ﬁ_g.u;i
details,deing woerk for Division and Cerps, But the details 7 | S
have been very light owing te the bad state of the roads &ftexy —
the thaw, - e
The Supply section have been detached near KEMMEL m&p
location(Sheet 28,M,24.D,2.4.), in erder to be near the Rilihqad,
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and tuus Bave transport, |
The totoal mileage forthe month i1s:- Loaded 11449,

Empty 10013, Tetal 21462, The nuaber of loads of varteus
kinds 1057,and the Petrol used 6786 gallens,
. An interesting recerd, (appendix 2) has been compl
shewing the total mileage for the year,which 1s 423007 mlles,
There have been ne casualties during the month
due te enemy action,either to persennel or vehlicles,
In recognition of the excellent work done by the
during November 1917,engaged &n evacuatedng wounded durl
operatons on the YPRES front,Lieut Walter J Mullett,who was
charge of the lorries,has been awarded the Military Cross|(appendix.l
During the month One Sergeant has been aecepied -
an officef cadet,for the Australian Flying Corps. 1l N.C.
and men have been admdtted to Hospital sick etc; outl eof
5 have been evacuated and struck off, One of wne cooxs ha

selected to attend the Army scheol of Ceokery.
The stpength of the unit has averaged about 2090 for the

1 month,
The health of the unit generally has been good,& nuaber

were sufferdng from colds etc,but a generous supply of Scpits|Zmulsio
= was procured from unit funds,which proved very bunuficlal

e, 1L - s
K‘M Saha

Conmanding Ne.1 Aust.Div,Supply Col
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: | APPENDIX 1

, comnanding,

or G.R.Shirlaw
md 3 1K e I eld

The following award for distinguished service 1ia the Fleld

london Gagzette supplement dated Jan.lst 19018,
R th?.:m WALTER JOHN MULLETT.A.A.S.C.M.T.. MILITARY CROSS

: ove I should like to express my
In publishing the above e t
heartiest congratulationsto this officer on the honour conferred ::r;ftin:.
At the same tims I think every member of the unit should feel gra @
as this decoration has been glven as a mark of appreciation for the

of the unit,
SEBIRG. "8t for Tt wae undoubtedly the concientious and hard work done

t and worke
t by the officers N.C.0's and men of the transpor
ﬁnﬁh:aﬁ:nnlyrmﬂh enabled the evacuation of walking wounded,in the YPRES

| to be carried out so successfully,
i 1altl£¥$2:ﬁﬂt that, in view of the awards made during the past

year,all ranks will Dbe encouraged to exert themselves gtil” further to
zain more laurels for the unit in the future.

‘f* K'é *  HMajor,,
commanding ok

Aust,Div,.Supply Column,
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BPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAYAPPENNDIVS 7/ A

: _b,_
n:}’ Major G.R.Shirlaw Commanding
2 In the Field. 4/1/18,

The following interesting returm is published for the infermation
of all concerned:-

Total mileage run by the lorries of Ne 1 Aust, Div, Supply Coluan
from 1/1/17 te 31/18/17,

WD, NO, SECT.NO, MILES RUN, _W,D,NO, SECT,NO,  MILES RUN,
N0.1 SECTION. NO 8 SECTION.

11360 . . 11008 11381 35 6582
11565 3 7060 113565 36 8073
113595 e 63565 11363 37 11717
135124 5 7820 11369 o8 7013
11596 8 6049 11357 39 8176
11380 7 6792 11362 40 ge78
113968 £ 6560 113685 41 0236
7766 10 780¢€ 19687 42 7069
10644 11 7260 21012 43 10280
10668 12 7452 22444 44 - 8806
10663 14 7108 10562 45 81900
10534 15 7020 8375 46 7970
10561 16 8074 230090 47 8307
10553 18 8741 10564 48 7642
10566 19 7498 10556 49 832¢
10539 20 7058 2064 50 o82¢
2853 21 8034 10554 51 - 800¢
28099 22 8022 28116 52 7446
10630 23 7477 10533 53 2215
34238 24 8433 105635 54 6748
10837 26 8407 77656 56 8301
105640 28 0808 5463 b7 85612
105667 20 7037 10543 58 8366
2077 30 8419 3651 59 6665
‘otal, 18745 27e13 61 10035
- . 27006 62 8876
37682 63 7665

0549 64 4
S—— " : 235646

GRAND TC 423007 Miles,

.
S

In connection with the abéve, the Commanding Offlicer desires le
express his appreciation of the goed and consistent mileage done by each
and every lerry in the Unit, and alse to compliment the workshep and
transport personnel on the satisfactory manner in whieh the lorries have
been kept on the read, thus enabling such a spléndid mileage te be
recerded,

o RS e,

ng No A Aust, Div, Sup, Celumn,
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No.1 AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL SUPrFLY COLUMN.

FROST PRECAUTIONS.

The following instructions during frosty weather will be srtricTry carried out by all
drivers ot M.T, Vehicles on charge or attached to this Unit: —

I. When available, two gallons of methylated spivits will be placed in the radiators as a
first issue, and afterwards half a gallon every two days to allow for evaporation.

Tnis must not be considered sufficient protection against damage by frost while the engine is
stationary, but in addition, and under all circumstances: —

2. All water in the circulating system must be drained off by means of the taps or plugs
provided for the purpose and located in the radiator, eylinder water jackets, water pump and water
heated induction pipes, and carburetters. If Para 1 has been complied with, all water so removed
must be placed in some receptacle for further use.

The following additional precautions will be adopted for the undermeutioned makes of Lorries
and Cars: —
DENNIS 3-TON SUBSIDY LORRIES.

All water to be drained from the induction pipe and carburetter jacket by removing the plng
fitied 1o the connecting pipe between carhuretter and water pump.

When no tap is fitted to the water pump, remove the bottom stud on the outside flange to
ensure that all water is drained off.

DENNIS 3-TON “N” TYPE LORRIES,

_ The water pipe under the radiator and connected to the pump must be drained of all water.
This is the lowest point iu the system, and the drainiug of the radiator ouly is not sufficient to clear
this pipe.

DAIMLER LORRIES AND CARS.

The plug fitted to each cylinder head must be removed and all water drawn off by means of
a syringe, one of which is supplied to each Daimler Vehicle for this purpose. Afterwards a small
quantity of methylated spirits, or as a substitute, kerosene should be injected into each head.

SUNBEAM CARS AND AMBULANCES.

To drain the eylinder jackets, remove the plug located at the rear end (off side) of engine,
care being taken that the draiu plug is at the lowest point of the witer jacket.

Failure to obey the ahove instructions in their entirety, will render ail M.T. Drivers liable to
very severe disciplinary action being taken against them.

In the Field,
17-10-17,

_ (Sgd.) G. R. SHIRLAW, Major,
Commanding No. 1 Australian Divisional Supply Golumn.

A.P. 343 C-11 17
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