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ALLOCATION OF BATTALION DETATLS .

@ Figpa @s 8% §a W & WE d9ga &8 E N FE WE BF PSS @

(1) with Transport.

Transport.

Q.Me and batman; butcher; 4 Coy Storemen.
Armourer; shoBmaker; Ordsrly-room Sgt amd Clerk.
Spare officers and batmen.

Officers Mess Sergeant, cook and wagiter.

Postal staff,

All cycles less 4. 2 cyclists.

Light Duty-men. 1l Cook per Coy.
1 C.S.M.
(2) Dump.
(a) stragglers Patrnl.%H.S;H. Senior Major
2 Scout-guides. supervises
both (2) and
also ReQo.M.Se, 4 cyclists)(3) and 1ives
: 1l batman. at either.
(3) Cookers.
sgt Cook and Cooks (less 1 per Coy
4 C.Q.M.S.
2 Scout-guides. )

4

[ Rns
" Lieutenant-Colonel.
11/8/1918. 0. C. 515t Battalion.

e -
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SECRET  13TH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE OPERATION ORDEN NO 8
reflerence FERME DU MOUQUET 1/8000. 14-8-16

(1) The 1l3th.Australian Infantry Brigldﬂ holds line R 36.0.26.,R.34.D 24
313‘13196-13-3‘15133-. Re33.D.65.,R.353.8.81.. 1l2th.,Aus.Inf.Bde. on
our Right and 145th Brigade on our LEFT.

(2) ©On the night £ the 14th/15th. the Brigade will advanece in a Norther
ly direetion.

a -3 1 Ne = 3-33-0-95- "’66-33-3‘-03“&*47&'.‘--?3
gnd bsck to 91 inelusive. A defensive Xlank will be thrown back from
3.33.0.95 tﬂwll'dﬁ R-S"rui 0.
strong pointe will be esteblished at R.28.0.95.,R.27.4.73=-91.
49th.Battalion will take over the line from R.at. DeB4.%0 R.54.0.58
¢9. linking up with the Blst.Battalion.

Qujeetive 135th.Battalion.-~ R.27.4.91. &:nluniva-n-ss.b.iﬁ.-sﬁ
inelusive, A strong point will be established near R.35.b.48.
Objective Hoth.Battalion. = R.535.D.36 exclusive in front of QUARRY
to 35 & 81 ineclusive «nd will make good the treneh from point 81 to
junetion at R.33.0.69 placing stops in both trenchesabout 40yards
distant from junetion.

(3) 13th uaehind Gun Company will bring indireet fire to bear on sel-
ected areae in rear of objectives whieh will be arranged by 0.C.Com.

(¢) 1l Company 4th.Piloneer Battsalion will be available for work on eom.
munications R.%4.8:54:.=50=91l=a0nd R.54.8.60.=8~01., 4¢th.and 1sth.
Field Companies Engineers will open communications between R.33.d,
28,and QUARRY also between point R.53.d.99. 8nd R.335.D.96.

(6) 0.Cs 49th.Battalion will place one Com.any at disposal of 0.C. 6lst
Battalion during these operations.

(6) After Capture all ground gained will be econsolidated and held with
Lewie Gune ae lightly as the situation domands,

(7) The atteaek will be timed in accordanee with Barrage Map attached
zero time will be 10 p.m.night 14th/16th August 1916.
During the last intense bombardment the first wave will move forwarc
and rush the trencher & the barrage l1lifts,
::tch;: will be synchronised with Brigsve time whieh will be sent
.gnivs,

(8) Arrangements will be m#de by Battalions for fl«res to be shown in
Front Lines at 7.350 &a.m. and 10.30 a.m.1565th.inet, for liaison with
7th.g8quadron R.F.C.

Acknowledge.

(signed) C.C.Ridley Major
Brigade MajJor,l3th.saustralian Infantry Brigads.

it
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Aug.l3th.
Bn-ting on Ordere the C.0.a small staff & B.&.C.Coye left WIRE
PRENCH at 6 p.m..These two Comp:inies were to relieve two Companies
| of the 13th,Battalion with a view %o making preparations for an
All Map© attasek by the Hlet.Battalion,
Refercnees B.Coy. took ever the length of Trench B3& A 87 =A17,this Company
Ferme de during the night bombed towards R27 D9l and pushed patrols out.
Mougquet Behind these & shallow starting parzllel vas dug on a Tough 1ine
1/6000 RzB8 BOl =34 AlS. : |
¢.,Coy less 1 Platoon deepened the sap (Communieation)running from
54 A91=34 APb.One Platoon eovered the defensive Ilank from 34 Bod-
-‘-J‘ ,&95 ™
Aeting on B.l.Order Ne 370 of the 13th s general elose to the left
14th., was made by the lsth.Battalien,during the early moraning of the
14th' gnd the dispositions of the Battalion by 8 p.m. in the evenh
| ing were ss follows. The line wae thinly held by Companies with .
| two Platoons in the line and the remainder in dug-outs or £ipe.
order from Right 6o Left A.C.B.Companies.Betweer 6-8 p.m. A,COy
arrived and waes moved up into line.In the meantime Brigade Operat=-
-ion order Mo & had srrived and 0.C., 49th Bn, whoee Left was at
about 54 Br4 plaeed a Company at dispoeal.Thie ComDany was oFiere
-gd to dig a protecetive Treneh from B 24 A 98 and during the night
eompleted this up to about B 16.
D,Company eommeneed to arrive at 8 p.m. and were eompelled %o
oesupy the eommunication and support saps.During the 15th & l4th
there was intermittent hostile sheRling being speeially heavy on
the support and 35rd Line Sspe. Battalion Headquarters was atl about
24 A 90 and 1in the seme plaee as Headquardérs 15 th.Battalion.
14th=-16th. Qperations Night 14th-15%th, i
7he objeetives were as in para 2 of Brigade Operation Order att::;
-ed,Al1 orders were given verbally to Company #nd Detail Comna d®
at Battalion Headquartere.
The attaek wae t0 be made mainly in two waves A.C.B.Companies from
Right to Left eaeh with 5 Pl&toonsin leading wave-and one Plasoon
Lowie Gun Details and Moppinfg up Parties in seeond wave,D.Coy
l wae to follow in two waver,and to assist in holding and eensolicde
’ ating and opening baekward ecommunieations.The Seout Platoon was to
detall a party to form a strong point at 354 A99 and to malke the
starting parellel -one Headquarbér® Bomb Team was detailed to
asetet in bombing NE.from objeetive 28 A 96. Remalnder pluse 4
recerve Lewis Guns wese in reserve, The deployment eommensed a%
dusk 8=-350 p.m. and the firest wave wae in position by 9-46 p.m. wit
snd wave ready te leave fire treneh.
D.Company was ordered to oceupy the old fire trench.
Punetuslly to time the Battalion moved forward,after the indense
barrage Four enemy Moehine Guns were still firing at the time,the
barrage apparently proving ineffeective.several portions ef the lin
entered the enemy trenehes but A.Company on the right were held
up by Maeckine Gun fire.In the eentre the Lewie Gunnersand some
of C.&B.Companies were able to dig in or a front of 300 yards
(nearly)and at about 60 yards from the enemy treneh,én the left
B, Company entered the trenehes but the rifie and mashine gun fgre
proved very deadly and there was l1ittle ehanee of the line being
held at daybreske-Aeeordingly 0.C.B.Coy having lost toueh with the
15th.Battalion,deeided to roidre.This expesed the whole line
and a general retirement wae ordered-Laek of support on the left
and the weak numiers at the objeetive deeided 0.C.B.Coy,tec eome
away.several detaehments however dug=-in at various points and helc
on;these had to eome away by daybreak on the morning of the 16th
The withdrawal was made without loes of jorale 7 prisoners were
prought avay=-The fellowing dispositions were then put into effeet
8 D.Coy and gll Lewie Guns-held on th the firing line and eonsclid-~
ated. C.Coy wae plaeed in support A&BsCoys were withdrawn into duy
-outs.our rosition was persistently shelled throughout the 1&6th.
The line was very thinly held. '
At 62.m. orderr were reeeived for the lsth.Battalion %o e Telie
| and the followinf dispositioncwmxm were then made.
; B.Coy was detalled to take over the frentage of 1%th.Bn.from
54417 to just South of 3B65. De®e held fast in the sentre A.Cc
took up the line on the right from 34Bl7-A88 C.Coj Twained in

%% Al ueri1a Ix A _ 2\ {ef, f’:' {
CIRC. 2 Blet.Battelion Qperation REFQEE ﬁu5235"¥§32:{132“1§551

]q | o h SRS SN SRS TRAS BE FCas AN B8 PR ES 00 B0 FE B EEEE #a -

EEO ¢
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N | (2) |
: suprport.The line was again thinned and the velief of the 13th,.Battn
| effeeted by noon, _
Aug.lb6th., During the day prepsrations were made to resist counter-attack,our
‘ Lines were heavily shelled ,At dusk patrfols were sent out to look
§. | for wounded and to guide in men lying out all day.
| At 5 pem. the Company 4s5th.Battn. lent to this Unit was returned
and £ Flatoons of B.Company ordered to take over defenee of right
flank,
The night wee wieventful with intermittent shelling.The enemy méde
much use of 10 1lbs., bombe-Most of the casuslties oecurred in
gsupport linee and behind,
Ordors being received from Brigade Headquarters the relief of the
Battalion wae carried out between 5 and 10 a.m+ on the 16th.
Aug.l6th. Ons Company 3rd Bsttslion relieved our A.Coy on the right, and
this was followed by the relief of B and D Coys by two Companies
of the 4th Battslion. Sector harded over was from 354 B 17 - 34 A B54.
The method of relief was by thinning sway each Coy until the firing
line was held by one platoon only and machine-guns., The men left
in twos and threes and gssembled by platoone in WIRE TRENCH.
Severusl wounded remeining in dug-outs were brought away by speciai
parties of D and B Coys under very difficult conditions.
The amount of fire-trench consolidates by the Battalion was 360
yarde and communication trench 300 yards, besides some shorter
: saps and gun-pits. The casuslties were -
Killed IN 4ction 1 0ff 60 o/Ranks.
Wounded » T 299 "
Missi g | » 45 o

(f£) The approximate number of rounds fired by:=
' Lewlis Gune wae 300
&Rifle Fire 200
Number ¢f Bombs uged 1800,

(8) Supply of Rations,water ete. sugpestions.,
i This supply worked fairly well,but it was undesirable and often
not possible for firing line Unites to send back raticn parties:-
It ie better to have outside fatiguer seeompanioed by & reprssentati
from the firing line Battalion snd » Guide, |
ii Evacuation of wounded from the fiont line present@d great diffieult
l1es.Bach Battalion should have at least double the quantity of
< Streteher Bearers,and should take in s supply of reserve streteher:
in c¢ase of emergencies. : Silihs ot 1
iii Communications, .

“Communication by wire and elgnal from the front line ars practicall:
impossible.Running is the best method. The latter scon become
exhausted and a large surplus eshould be trained,.The pigeon serviege
is efficient and relisble., I would suggest that the Engineers do mo-
=00 labelling of $renches and eommurieations than they do-one ecane
not hive to many signposts with the map reference”on them.

oint
Rellefe and Artillery officers ete. erQuantlypcunld not find their
way through the approach trenches. Labelling would also fseilitate
lateral eommunieation between Units,
The Alreraft Calls on the XLAXON horn were very distinug.

,h) ? Tactical.

FF s 6 B8PS 6 08 TS B8 an

i It is a groes mistake to keep on a series of emall ocffensiver withe
out properly consolidating snd fixing communiciting trenches Iirst.
The upkeep of ecommunication trenehes requires mueh attention.There
ceemed a great laek of rioneer Battaliions and Engineers,yany lives
are thrown away in approaching the firing 1ine and to suffer cose-
ualties before going into setion is very demoralising.Also Ration
and water parties suffered severely and consequently had to drop
mueh of thelr supplies. I did not see one single good cormunieation
trench within one mile of the firing 1ine.

Unlecs such irenches in the firing line are built,it 4- very diffic
ult to deploy s uarsly anu I consider that loees of dirvection in
attack is only to be exnected when troors have no time to cut eaps

& improve eommunieations 80l1idly before & further advanee,
i1 I had no F,0.0. from the artlillery with me either ot renging time
or during the attack-although the objective for Yy cattalion was

16
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600 yards long. I think that a F.0.0. 18 necessary for ranging
purposes. He might be scocompanied by the Bn Intelligence O fi.ar.

iii The synehronisation of watehes before an attack recuires a large m;
margin of time in advasnece,as 1t has to be done by runners,

i¥ It is sound to keern s very thin firing line with a2 few Lewirs Guns
by day.

¥ Every offieer should be supplied with gn JEletrie Toreh & Compass
and a large pereentage of stretcher~bearers with eleectrie torches’

¥i It is sound and quite easy to“advance the firing line by me=ns

gradually

of patrels & strong pointe put out at night.

Vii Reliefs must arrive at the most suitable hours as suggected by the
0.C. in the firing line and the omtgoing troopes should pa=s out
by a different route invariadbly to the inecoming troops.

$iiiAir Photos taken the day previously should always be sent at onece
to the Battalien Commander.

ix I would suggest that where different unite adjoin in an asttack
there should be an overlap and intermixture of the men by at least
1 Platoon frontage ,s0 as to reduce ehaneces of losing touch to the
minimum.

x High casuslties must be nzpuutod if troovu l!ﬂ ordorad tﬁ hold or
fight on in a rglient,withe }Om M ? : :

xi The bandoliers are much more prnctinnl for madarn trtnuh.ri htin;
than the wed equipment-when once the troops are in the firing line

it Lieutenant-Colonel.
0.0. Blst,.Battalion.
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Apnendix N° 3

T e e e S B e S~ T e L e D
o~ A" Form. : _ Army Form C. 2124
i MESSAGES AND SIGNALS. No. of Message___—_

I
Pretfix Werds | Ch.itgu
Olfice of Origin a.nrl:'l Servinu Instructions,

D ey, s ;
& Tl From... i =
=Rl o el ﬁ'— ',.".. I
,L _— v
- TO
Sender's Number Day of Month In reply to Number
% é,.
. o,

xa@!

/L‘Lu ’LIFL.J’(-

,..,u.fég

Mﬂ."@n

al~ G d. fj)(}"f?}a A9 W J. ég

Bebives,. | B& omd

33 & G Raa

/

!Frm 2th. AUSTRA

J.h.

0 7

The above may be forwarded as now corrected,

' Time

(4198) Wt. W14742—M44. 500000 Pads. lﬂﬂﬁ; EI;‘J Os& 8

‘Il-h-'_'.'l-
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APLENTIX ,.f-l-fi' 2

r———.i-y-ﬂ—-—-n—"-—-- e T A --——--_-_,..":“1_.-._-____.__.__.__. i e i s P b ok~ o
i‘_ | “A" Form. Army Form C. El_ﬂ
| v MES S.E.GE—E AND SIGNALS. No. of Message
Prefix | Words } Chn.rge
Office of Origin and Sarvice Instractions. This message is on afo of : Recd. at m.

Sent

™ 1 Tﬂ_.

(Signature of * Franking Offices."")

e

TO | D ladl= Ez}\

3 ] Day of Mo n reply to Number
*BM. 37| el [T  AAa

* This line should be erased if not required.
(4198) Wt. Wid242 M4, 800000 Pads. 12/15. SirJ.C. & 5.

11
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Ly

.
D

" ¢ “A" Form. Army Form C.2121. °
MESSAGES AND SIGNALS. No. of Message ...........
PHofis o Cote.............. m | Words}  Chgrge
Office of Origin and Service l_:nstructinnﬁ - T This message 18 O afe of : Recd. at m
e Qent Datoiem ok, s
= A Servive =
1AL 1 FEOmN., o TREIC
e o P oy el .
e 5 By .. .-y--- | (Signature of “ Franking Officer.”) | BY oooovevineieiiiiennnnns
/ : - P
YEZEL
= L1
TO -
B %
Sender's Number. ’ Day of Month. In reply to Nundber,
% ‘ : - A AA
P.D1ug Y€1k D - -
!

|
The®above may be forwarded as nwew vorrected,
-----qq--+--++=.l!,.--...1.n------ ¥ - i - §
Eimtum uc! Add:aunnr ﬂ.'l.‘].'-ﬂfﬂ u.uihnrisad hn I:alq:rn.phin h:l;nama
. * Thisg Hnu should be erased il not required,
‘ 235,000, W14042—M 44, H, W &V, Ld 1215
\

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGTO18616



Appendix N° 2

= - =
T - = e o i . I N

F_F'-——-}-,_.FDI'IJJ.. . Army Furm C. 2121
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* This line should be erased if not reqyired.
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MESSAGES AND SIGNALS. No. of Message
Prefix  Oed y Words Charge -

falel. ] .
m
ceof Origin and Serviea Instructions. J This méssage is on ale of : Reed. s .
I e e —
Sent
Date
{Af m. Service.
To : From
3 [~ |
By (Signature of * Franking Officer.”) | By

70 - /5&—@,@ M 72 0o i

Bender's Number

JE A 2y

‘- Day of Month In reply to Number

ety

T'he above may be forwarded as now corrected.

Censor,

Signature of Addressor ar perenn suthorised to telegraph in hie name

- y *This line should be erased if not
3683 M. tf.-n. Litd Wi WHED/549 —100,000, 414, Forms C2121/10. it
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Office of Origin and Service Instructions. ! This message is on a/c of : i i
- *
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;_[.ﬂ
_{By (Signature of “* Franking OfMgcer.") Dy
( :
& il
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J 2’? i "" ( i AAA
|
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Time |

The above may be forwarded as now corrected. (Z) s = R

Cansnr, I Signature ol Addressor or person authorised to telegraph in hiz name
TR A T e L— e i

*This line should be ernsed if not required
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Office of Origin and Servics Instructions. ‘ This message is on a/c of : Beed. af m.
| — Seni Date
| AL m., Service,
' |T{'.l . I | From
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| |
TO | :
| PAL TR
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i | i " Emaf-;:l liumhcr - Day of Month In reply to Number
BREHO e Lol 1 16" J AAA
J_jn.. 5 fi : ¥
Py | ki L | MMM
a4 e
e q ATyl [ /. Gednea. N o "
k| o Ay g ' Gt a0
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Place 5 1 | 57 M o
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¥ Ul 7R ¥ Mf ooy
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L *This line should be etased H not r ]
ﬂqnﬁ'ﬁﬂ ‘
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Hﬂ... of 'Mﬂmg_

This message is on a/c of : Read, a4 iz
Sent | _. Date
At m. ; ' Service,
i-ru =] ! I Frﬂm

(Signature bf ** Franking Officer,”) § By

Day of Month In reply to Number

6™

a.r.m:qe of Addressor or person nutharhua to hlwhin bis name

ol : *This |ine nh-:mlﬂ’bu erased if noy M : 3T 4‘* am
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MESSAGES AND SIGNALS.

Appendix NI A
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No, of Messl-.

Prefix ' Code T3 e (R goe ol }f* i
~ Office of Origin and Service Instruetions. | This message is on ajc of : e , :
Sent Date |
g g 1 Service,
I From
To
_T‘lj’ (dignature of ** Franking Officer.”) | BY
[
TO L ;F-.i 4 r'“:
| |
Banﬂu:’: Number Day of Mo EE In reply to Number ic -
" { AAA
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Time

T'he above may be forwarded as now corrected.
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Censnr.

_ *This line should be erased if not required
8662 M. & Co. Ltd. Wt Woal/648—100,000. 6/i4. Forms 02121/10.
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