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e ausTRALTAS pupmiAL yoncs APPENDIX

Holmes from Lisut-General W,R,Birdwood :-

You kxnow w2all what my feclinrgs 8re 8g regdrds the

N

mégnificent wt@{lane by vour Division in the attack on the HINDEN-

BURC LINE on the 1L1th &8nd 7T h3ve 8irefdy entdedavoured (0 express these
in the meeosdges you e2nt out for me to the Brigades, Having heard how-
ever 0 many more det3ils on the zubje2ct since then,T fesl I must send
vyou 2 line to 2gz2in 12t you know my feelings of intense 2dmiration for
ad pride in the O0fficerg 3nd men in their really magni ficent 9nd gal-
lant work that morning. No words can,I think describe the recklsss
bravery with which they téacklied 1h e wire before them and went through
everything in going in-in the degperate fighting they had while in the
ety trenches, and 8gain in the nacesedry ret irement,vhich in the hands of
inferior 8nd less detirmined troops might well have led to panic &nd
disaster, :
. We c¢an no of us aver sufficiently regret the losses
whieh w2 sust2ined _but we of coursegvery one of u s, recognige that
sueh are 2zeentifl  w»hen wa are playing 2 part in the huge battlefiwliad
from Arras to Champagne.,

I have been Perticulf®rliy sastruck with the way in
which 211 comp@ny 4nd nla3toon commandsrscond ueted the moet @i fficult
retirement, geeing their men quietly through the wire as t®ey did, and
then following 8fter they h&d geen 2all gafely through, It 1s through
doing their ddy nobly li1k~2 this that T am afr2id w»s have logt so many
valuable officera, That officars should have thus willingly sacrif-
iced themgelveg for their men spe2ks for iteelf, @nd no episnde in the
annuisg of the A, I,F 711l aver stand higher than the pbehaviour of the
Officers and all others on this occagsion,

I 40 hop~ that you will let your Brigédiers,
Commé&nding Officers,and a1l others conczrned know what 1 f eel &bout
this ,though I trust ihey alreddy 4o reslisee 11,

I wlg go £la8a to be 8ble 1O gce the 4th aAd 13t h
Brigades directly they cam2 out of the line,but I am afrajd 1t wg
I® impogsible then (0 tell them whet I realy felt

I hope you will now have @ gonod gPell in which to
re-equid,reorgani ec 8nd train,and ,8sg you know I am doing 2v-rything
pogsible to get out 211 the reinforcements I e5n for you from England

"ith every good wieh for ysu and the whole of the
4th Division for the futurs

Yours very sincerely

(8igned) W,R,BIRDWCOD,
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From, Commanding 0ffycer
48th Bat talisn

To = Headquarters
12th Auet Tnf Bda

The 48 th and 48th Battalions were detdiled to take P2rt in
9
n attack on the i1 nd snburg Line, the attack to taxe Place 2t 4,30 a_p
on the 1ith inst. | |

FiTst Objective,4eth Battalion. U 8 E6.8¢t o U 23244.0

Second Objective 4ath Ba&ttalion U 23 ¢ 6.4 o U 224 5,3

The Battalion was in Posfition to 2ttack at ¢ S.m. Receiving no word »f

the advance I wired to Company Commandera at o a,m thinking perhaps

thay might be wai ting for signale from Tanka { "You do not wait for

signdl from Tanke, Then the firat objective {s t2ken you go on and take
? the msecond”) The tankae vere slow in getting Awvay.Thi s proved very bad
e for us aa 1t began to get light,and an a4 vance of 8 1000 yards nhad t o
be made before 1at Objective was resched und er direct rifie fire fromf
trenches Tast of BULLECOURT, Only two tanke reached anywhere naar the
ousmy line 2nd i1t wae not until 2,13 that my men Tere 4ple to raeagn

ind Obje
!_ Jetive, Thile the barrage remained on Suemy trenchee East »f BULLE
| COURT the fire wae k2Dt down, but this iffted at o a ‘

i Casualtiea, T wired Brig2de pointing thye out at 5,12 a.m ae follows

% ;a::;a:c:unt of l2teness of 8dvance have irTangemente been made to keep

| | g2 longer on Flanke of BULLECOURT" ,0n accsunt of arrangements made
with the tankae nothing could pe done, No Artillery barrage waas an the
trenchees yeot the men Advanced despi te 211 obst Agles ang made their way

“*- through the wirte,This wa« necessdrily slow work and many fell getting
through 1t,.Captain Le2ne =3« the anlchmmn? Commandar why reached the
lst Objective, Tt was found that only 2 portion of the 4eth Objective
had been g2ined sng my first 1ine had to fight at the Pirat treach to
2nable them to get through, It was not until é.w that 2na Objective
:&a .gﬂinm. Bombers worked t: right and establi ened BloCck in trench at
Sunken Road U 23 ¢ 80,05 . On the left they could not ﬂdv:ance fur ther
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than Sunken Ro2d at U 23 §.4 ., Here they found the Bochs in strength A’

- block wia established 2t thie point and sevara) attacks driven off
with loss t0 the anemy. Lewle guns were pushed out in front and these
did god work on sunpﬂrts advancing from REIECOURT., The t2nks never 2t-
tempted to do the work they were 2lloted, One Tank reaported to me at
Battalion ﬁe&dquﬁrtﬁrs U 28 ¢ 7.4 and I g8ve the officer ardqg to try
and assist my left flank, He started out to do thie but did not get far
And the ta8nk waAs hit returning. The crew prompdPtly 1eft the Tank and can
to my HA Qre , I 2sked them could they not drive the Tank away s it
wae standing 20 yarde from wmy Hd Qre and #3s being heavi ly fired upon.
The N,C.0 declined to try,and the party l1eft for the rear,This Tank
caught on fire about 30 minuted afterwards, Had the Tanke ehown more
pluck and initiat've I quite believe things would hidve peen di fferent
The Tnemy trench mottars were csusing my men trouble 3nd sent the
following wire to 0.C 12th A,L.T.M,.Btty to the position given me by
Briglde U 27 4 54 ,but although my runners searched evarywhere, both r:lg:ﬁ
and left of this position they could not be found,and I have eince been
informed that the mortsre navﬂ: went forward, They would have Eaailud:
my line materi2lly, Every effort was made to geot in touch with 4th Bde
but nothing could be done, From obsarvation I should =8y that thie Br1
ade was 2t leagt 400 v2rds to the right of the point they should have "
been, Between my Battolion 8nd th 1s point the line was stirongly held ;

| by the enemy and conset3nt bombing attacks were made, 211 were driven o
with considerable loss, At 9,3 a,m I instructed my Intelligence off:la_'
to g0 forwsrd and esend me 3 report of the Dosition and the map referendl
of Right 8nd Laft, Thie officer reported that a body of men approxmat-n .

ely a battalion were marching from thedirection of HENDECOURT .Capt
Le3ns reported Trenches on right 8nd left strongly held and aX pacts &
counter attack, This informa@tion I telephoned to Brigade,and repeated -
wire I asked that some support be givay on 1ef't immedid tely, otherwi se
doubted if the trenchees could be held, However this wé@s not fbrthum
At 11,15 2a,m I wired that 4th Brigade and 1. 2th Brigade lrei'e retiring.
I could see this from m? Pposition, The 48t h Bn never informed my Bn

°f their dscieion my men wers plsced with large numbers of the enemy on.
| t
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their right 8@nd left,8nd the trench in readr ev@culted by the 46t h 11
Batt@lion was promptly regained by the Boche, Bombing parties under
officers moved down communic&8tion trench and bombed out the Boche,
working on both flaﬂka,&nd the both trenches were 2ga8in in our hé8nds,
but on account of the Tew men l1eft @8nd no communica@tion possible ex-
cept by Tunner, Captdin Leane decidé to ev acuate the 2nd Objective an
fall pack and hold the 1st Qobjective, He knew by thie time that the
468th Had retired a8nd could see the 4th Brigadde going ba8ck b ut decid
to hold on t& the one trench hoping for assistance later, At 12.5 he
despatched =2 wire "Qur Aﬁgillﬁr? is making treunch untenaple" and at
13.25 he ndd 10 retire, The officers and 2 few bayonet men remaining
10 cover the retirement. My Battalion held th e trenches 1 hour 190
minuted after the restvhad retired. No word e of mine c@n express the
pride and sdmir@tion I feel for these brave men,officers a8nd men 28ljike
did wonder ful woTk 2nd I feel that had troops came up on the left of
BULLECOURT and captured the trench we would still be in the position.
The failyre in my opinion w@s 4 ue to :-
(1) Tanks not carrying out their work,
(2) TFailure of British to attack leftof BULLECOURT.

I am forwdrding ndmes of officers and 0/ranks whom I consider worthy

of speci&il recognition, During the afternoon and evening volunteers
from the Battalion worked over "No M8n's Land" t0 the enemy wire rescal
-ing 8na bringing in the wounded,édespite the fact that they were sniped ;
81 8nd fired on with ma@chine guns.A gre@t number of our wounded,al so é

46th and 471ih were brought in. oA |

In the M eld MJ/{' CQE
13/4 /17 —ﬂ ------------------- LYeut®Co
Comm3nding 48th 3attalion,
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Lisut Ch2llan At about % a,m on the morning of April 11th =»C» 06? 4e th Bn
prapared to advance to the v jumping off™ position-on the rail-
wdy line@Bch man carriad 200 vounde of S.A,A twm "Mill" gren-
@des and two sdndbigs in ~idition 14 shovals, € picks 2nd 2 m2g
for laying on the wire were taken into position,

The men took up & position 2bout W yards in front
of the rail=ay lina in tvo =wAves, The first being composeed of
Bombere 8nd Bayoney men, The esacond wave consisted of Lewmi s
gunnersg ,rifle granagiars, carrying »narty with tools mats ete,

"B" Coy was on the left of the Coy,liout ShAdwick
2nd 2/L1i2ut Sheldon were in the firat wAve on 1eft 2nd right
fl2nke reepectively .Lieut Coldwell wae in second wive And todk
up 2 poaition ne2r the right flank, The Coy was in Doeition by

41,15 a.,m
At 4,30 a,m the barrage opened 8nd the Tanke begln

to Advdnce but it wasg nefriy 6 4a.,m when the 1atter reached
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our Poeition and stayad there for About 15 minutee firine con-

‘ | tinuauaiv towards the COoy Objective, By thias time the snemy
artillery retalidted and rgtraafed" the 8rs2 near the tanks veary
congideraply cfuging hedvy clgufiities in the Coy T3nks. The Tanks
afterw8rds moved towardg the right flank,

Apout 5,30 am the word to advance wlg given &nd the l2ds
got ub quickly fand ddvanced 2t 2 quick p2ce 2Almoet 2t 2 run, The
enexry DLATYHze wig thick both =ith E.¥ fnd Silwrapnel 2nd #»8s supyonr-
ad by ¥,C fire which ciuged heivycasuil ties,

The 4a2th B2tt2l1on iost no time geting sver the et Mre-
8t Objective 9nd tosok Posscesion of the enomy eocsnd iine trenchss
Ag our iroope 3dvanced the ensmy fall bEck so that om relching the
objactive very littls individull opposition w2e met with. Only a
fow suivers remiined to dppose our advanca,

Tha Lewvie Gunanare took up positions to cover the eonsnl-
id2ting party who commenced work reversing the trenches., Wheras
Posible the guns took up positions in front of the objactivae, The
Objectlve gained w3s from the ro%d on right flusnr t o the smtrance
of SUWKEIN ROAD on left flank,

Th~ anamy took up position in th» SUNKEN ROAD$ on our
left 2nd in 2 previously prepired nosition in the villey 28bout
1500 yarde in the 4irection of HENDECOURT, Tt appetred to me that
the snemy h3d steel tro8ps prepsred which he lat down after Jurp-

ing into the position: The Sunken To%de leo8d to BULLECOURT, HENDE-
COURT,and REINCOURT,

Betwe2n 2 28nd 0 &,m thingse wera quiat,vut about ¢ 2.m
the =nemy obened up on our nosition with Trench mortiars, "mlum
puddings® ,artiliery and ¥,.G,fire, The Trench mortar coused the

tmost casudltiles and considerable damagad the trenches . It wag
fired from BULLECOURT from the raear of our Dosition,

| During the o28rly morning I went to the 42th line 2nd
found thay were baing A4riven in by vomoing party owing to scére-
1ty of bombe,but before raturning to the front 1ine a supnliy of

bombe cAme up 2nd the anemys were driven osut.
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About 11.3%0 a.m our rosition bec2me more serious ,the £6ih Bn
had ratied and the snemy 2ttampt ed to cut of f our communica2tion
Bombing parties werae organisgad and succerded in driving the ememy
out of the trench,

The enemy artillery and trench mori2rs were still caus-
ing heavy cisualties s0 the S$,0,S signil Wwas sent up, owr a&rtill-
ery didx open up but played havoc with our Dositiom,so that 1%
wag decided to hold the Fisrt Objective ., Bombing parties held
the flanks whil2 the movement w2a corried out 8nd this position

wae held until 12,35 p.m when the order 1o wiﬁmﬁraw was given,.

//
r;"
/4 Uz’f J’?"?f .".{ pgait
Ak AN S
;__; 'i :I.F
2/Lisut Sheldon In tha att2ck on th~ enemy lines 9n right of BULLECOURT

by 46th and 42th Battalions T was 1in cnafgn of No ¢ Pratopn *C"
Coybagth Battalion on the axtreme right flank of the attacking
1ine ,Advancing 8cross "No Man's Land" we pasead through the
enemy parrage of shell,machine gun &nd rifie fire and had very
hieavy Gaauﬂlfiea.

When we srrived st our objesctive,the German subporti ling
we found that the enemy had 2ire28dy ev@cu2ted 2nd we occupied the
trench without oPpoeition, Our right flank wls established 2t the
rgad which rune through the enemy 1ine 28t U 33 ¢ 85 05, Lewis
Gune were pificed to cover our flaAnk &nd one gun "@s sent forwarad
in front of our line atx¥re®xxe 2bout 30 yards to infilade the
enemy subport 1in2 on our right , A bombing post was et ablished
2t U 2% ¢ £5 05 on the road to prevent ensmy bombing parties
entering the trench, The rifiemen dug 2 fire step on the reverse
eide of the trencn,and our coneolidation was comPlete within ML
an hour of our occuption of the t rench,

our Lewis lﬂm: and rifles were very effectively emplay
ed in dlspersing enemy working part 1es,&nd bodies of men which
could be soen behind his iines, At 9©.30 a,m 2 count was made &m

a total of ¢ officers and 21 8 o/ranks was reached,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT018626



34 () APPENDIX
Batween £ 8&.m and O s,m the situfition w+is quiet, After 0 2,m the
enemy fired Trench Mortar Bombe into the 1ine hald by the 48th
Bn And into the communic2tion trench betweon the two iinee, A
pattery of Field Guns which was situat o4 in or near the villagse
of BULLECOURT onfiifded our 1ine with H,® 2nd Whig-bangs" doing
considerable damage to the trench,

Between 11 2nd 11,30 &,m the 4€th Battalion avacuated !
their line without informing us of their intention to 40 g0 unti
they had gone ,when 2 runner from the 47ih En Tuﬁnrted to Captay:
Leans that the 4éth Bn h24da evacuited,

Temediitely 2 bowmb ing pArt y was orglnieesd ana the
trench evacu2ted by the ¢€ét h BRttaiion wisg cle@red of the enemy
At 132,35 a,m finding that the positiom was untenabie ,we retired
Ledving our wounded in the trench owing (o our infbility to Te-
move them., Bombes were found in the 1ine which n2d peen sccupied
by the 46th 8na I =m of the firm opinion th2t they were not Jjusi.
1fi24 in leaving the 1line  2nd thAt they could nAve held on,

The snamy trenches srs 2bout & ft wids 2t bottom 2na
g ft at top,with a depth of 8 ft, They hdve a fire step 2na arse
1n firat cl2es order, The support 1in~ occupiesd by us 84 four
dng-out entrances 8i1 of them being in the course of construcipor
N~ tunnels have pasn dug, HAA the 3ttack on the ieft of the vill-

~age been successful we shoulid h8ve n2d no difficulty in holding
our poeition,®nd eventusliy in capturing the village,

Enemy working partiss were ob servsd const ructing wir
antanglementa 2bout 1800 yarde in front of the viii2gse of HENDE-

A ol dieitfsss

All Tanke ware in their positione byt .30 2a,m and re2dy to 24~

COURT -LES-CAGNTCOURT,

NMCHENZIE
Li=ut

vance, but the advance of the second wave of the 42th Battalion
d9d not commence till 6 a,m, Wa 3dvanced in the rear of "C" Coy
passed through the snemy front 1ine sntangloments with o%se 2nd

antered the onemy asecond line trench which h2d 21reddy besn gCCUr
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fed by "B" and "Ov Coys and v2s 3t that time cle3r of the enemy.

Under the orders of C2ptain LeAne T took charge of the 1Left
f18nk of "C* and *D» Coye 2nd proceadad t0 m¥ke o fire atep while
Liesut Jones on the right flank orginieed 2 bombing party to work in
the direction of the 4th Brigsde , A Dlock wis satiplished on this
f1ank 2t the SUNKEN ROAD .

chortiy after thie it wa2e Tapprted that the Left fiank of
tho 46th B, w2e peing driven out Dbehind us,6so C2pt ain Leane ssnt me
to> find out how matters stonod , The Officer in charge of that flank
«214 that the enemy hRd attAcked his fi2nk out ,2s they (ihe 46th)
had got some more bombs they would be 2ple to hold 28g2inst the enemy

on my Teturning fromthe left flank of the 4€th I metl Lisut
Tmify with 8 porty carrying ammunition for Lewis Gune,I guided this
pATty ﬁaak to Coy HA Qre, Thers wie @ jull in the =2ction At this time
for Apout 8n hour after which (2t @ 2,m) the enemy opened 2 nmmi--- _
ment with light Field gune c2ueing midny clsullties . These guns !‘Wﬂh

]
|

Shortly after 118,m the 46th Bn were eeen Tatiring frﬂ %

ed to be firing from th- direction og BULLECOURT , |

tneir position on our right., Shortly after this tne enemy renawed ';;_4

b

their 2tt3ck on the 4&th Bn on the Left who retyred, e

-EEF"

This {nformatiom =ae brought 1in by 2 m23n from the urth m

-'l
._|'y-

|
e

whn clme gver when the 46th Bn retired,

on o

gaptain Lefine thenordered 2n 2tiack on the German front
1ine which was entered by mefns of the communicition trench, About
250 yarde of thie trench =2s cle8red up after the ~vacgulation by the
468th Bn,put owing to the shortage »f bombe on the right the 48t hBn

roatired on Treceipt of ordsre from the 0,0 2t apout 12,3 p.Mm.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO18626



e

£, AUSTIALIAN juPdIAL_ #0908 APPENDIX

? rmu Commanding officor
: 48th BAttalian

L Heldquirtere :
| 19¢h Augt Tnf Bde, g 2/1%

17

t 1t The Tenke on the laft Ssctor ware not in
poeition 2t 4 &8 . ¢ ,in oot 2t thit tizme T slw ecveral bihind Rajlmly
fmbenkment., All the Tanke did not savénee of out front,only two
refched SURKEN ROAD nefir *Jumping Off™ Treneh, Theas wont forwidrd to

fbout U = 4 ¢,3,0 %3 a 7,1 and openad machine gun fire eix Mumﬁ
fira on the Boche Tronchep, They 414 not 8rrive 2t thies point until
After 5 A,7 2Ind rexined there for some times Tivring,

(2} our 8dv snce catmencad with out 8ny 2gaf et-

anoes from the Tanke 2nd the man were axposad to hesvy Flank fire from

BULL®ECOURT,
{%) The tws Tanks rentioned snly went forwsard

apout 102 yirde 8nd etopped 2284 n aAboutk U 2% o 2,0,2t this point
the 1nfantry left thep 2nd they wore not ecen €310 on sur Front by

the atti3okers, They o~rtdinly did mct refe h the HINDENEURG LINE for |
the otSkres wore still stagding asd the wire strong.ln fsct my opin-
ion 1e that thay 414 not try to doceo.

s ' 2) The statement th2t they cBntured th e
HINDENBURC Lime froat 3Ind Suppert Trench is not correct, They ware
never nofr {t on the Left Sector. The oniy Ténk 1o go nesr hig lines
¥2a th» on= that want inte the Sou th ¥Met Jorner of BULLECOURT but

that w9g aowe hours aftar,
{5} At 2bout 2,30 a,m 1 23w 3 Tank no?r ay

Ha3d4 quirtere on Ra1l -8y Traek, 2nd told the OFffiger in Charge of 1t
to 20 to Lhe North Tiet Corner of BULLBEOOU RT 8nd a8ssist ny DBttalion
to 21287 up their laft, Ta ware hoeing atrongly counior attlgked ag

this time, It »8g 2 male Tiny And wont forward firing 1ts si¥ pounders
48 1t movaed .I watlc-h2d thi s Tank and after going About 300 yards 1t
turnad ,and raturned ,¥hen about 30 yardxy vird g from my Heddquarters
the orew Left 1t 2nd rushed to the Embankment, I snguired f rom the
¥,C0.0, why he had left 1t,90d he s2id they had 8 diroet Mt, and I m—

x|
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lieve one man wig glightly wou nd od by the door blowing in, He
eaid it -3g going 21l right 2nd osuld b e drtven 224y but declined
to @ try 2nd the ereow 1eft for the rear. The sasny put a8 heavy
fire on to the Tank 9nd 8bout 7.30 a.m 1t ciught on fMre, T believe
this Tank could have been s2lved h a4 the oraw posscssed the
naa&aaﬂr?'pluﬁk.-They vere Abaolutely piniec stricken =han they
reachad my Headquarters,

(€) The wen would hive gon 2 farwdrd 2nd success-
fully occupled the Objeetive undar an frtillsry barrage withsut
suffering such heavy casualitiee whie h umﬂﬁuhtly'ralultﬁd by the
failure of the Tanke to start in time 2z 4 thsir not sd-vaneing
beyond the fimet "Jumping OFff v Tremeh .

t7) "hy the Tanke etoppe 4 8nd opane 4 fige from
the “Jumping 0ff" Trench perh fipe 1e¢ best *nowm to the 0,0, Tanks,
It w3g cortainly b 24 4t8stice hecanse 4+t oromptily brought 2 bhar-
rage right on 1o the men waiting to 2dvinee,

() I 3@ of the opinlon thit the tanke sbsslutely

- fatled to CATry out their part in the attack.I eonsider had they
siiown more dash 4and 1niti2tyve things wmuld h2ve been Letter am

perhips »e might h2ve Loen etill helding the line captured tolay

RN o

Cosmanding <7 th Battﬂnaﬂ
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