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WEP#DiEPF Ist, Austraiian Ralihead SUppLY netachwent, X % (Contd,)

P

I Duties and subjects summary of events and invormation.

= B —— A

On Bth, October § 8th, October Captalh Antiii1 accompanied
by 4 other Raml's Lert the Detachmeht at Corbie Ifor sray-sur-
somme to join a party of other % 1914 Offigcers and men who
were proceedihg on Six months furlough. .

w#rom Oth Octoper Lieut. Frankel asgumed charge or the Unit
as 0.0, rirest A.ReS.D. and R.S.0. Corble, 8 3

L

At this date the strength of the Unit was One Officer T
fR 14 other Ranks and the Detachment was distriputing 20;000
Retions daiky, this Total peibf made up as Tollowsj s
: Details oritish 12,000
| Do, Chinese B,000
1 Do. Prisonera of War 5,000.
: Oon B 3rd. November 28 1918, One N.C.0. and 5 len arrived
r from 6theA.lM.Te COVe On iLoan to assist the Detazhment te. gosltl
the. Dedechment in response to requests by tge O0.Ce iOr men to
make the Unit up to its necessary workin strength, .

On 2lgt. Novemper this Party was re¥ieved by 5 other men
who were transierred irom lste Dive Traih,.

Avout the end or Novemuer the Coruie Railhead became part
of 3rd. British Area by reason ox the 4th. Army havihg moved
rorward mExOgempzkiem., as an Army of Occupation.

> On & 13th. Decemuer 1918 word was received notitying the
0.C. to hand over the Coriie Railhead to the DeCo NOs 53 RoSeD.
The Stocks were duky handed over and instructions were
aweited frowu Army as to movements,

e

16/12/18 Oon 28th. Decemuer 1918 instructions were received irTom
Unit leaves 3rd. Army to proceed to Le Quesnoy wy rail and the DetachmentVs
Coruvle and equipment was duky ioaded into Two trucks at Corwie. The same

proceeds tO arternoon the Mempers were divided into the trucks and arrived
Raiihead at two days keter at Le Quesnoy, arter havibg stayed en route at

seaumont . the Regufatihg Station at Rome's Caup.
Work at o'mont Le Quesnoy was at that time the 1limit of the broad guage

Raiiheade Railiway in that direction as aii Raiiways and pridges had veen
t destroyed vy the Germans in their retreat, |
Two days were spent at Le Quesnoy awaiting instructiohs
ag to iurther movements .rom 4the AImMYy, which were received to
the o..egt that the Detachment was to move Dby two Motor Lorries

to Beaumont,Belgium, :
On 2Bth., Decemier 1918 the 0.C. took over Beaumont

Railhead irom an Imperisl Detachment. The Beaumont Railihead
was not vy any means an ldesai piace, as the Yard is small and
very muddye.

The pelgium Raiiways were in a Vvery vad state aiter
their experience uhder German contro.. This was not helped
wy the iact thét all pelgium Raikway Empioyees who had worked
for the Germesns durihg the War were repiaced Dby those who had
refused to do so. As & resukt of these cirzumstances and the
Railways in fhe inveded portions oI France beihg in a vad state
the Ration packs were in the habit or arriving irom 24 to 48

hours kX Latee
The Units drawihg at pBeaumont Ralihead were end. and

5th, Australian Divisions and 6th. A.loTs Company, & totali of
%99 30,000 Rationse. ‘

The weather was very bad durihg the k .atter part orf
December and as Issues were irregukar the Unit had a ® very
difficult time. T+ is instanced as an exampie that on 24the
Decemwer the Pack due two day's earkier arrived at 4 p,m, and
the Issue continued untik welkl aiter tid-night. On the 26th.

Decemper two Packs arrived and it lod§Rd as 1I the Raikway
tangle had straightened out, out on t© next day the lee=way =HE
wae again iost, as no Pack arrived. This happened several
times unti) the system was adopted of walting one Zuii fU.. day
whether the Pack arrivedxor note and generaily it did not.

On the 29th. Decemwer the 0.0, was instructed xm oy

Army to send portion of the Detachment @nder an N.C.0. tO
Thul.lies, a Station about 10 Kilometres distant from Beaumont.

1 - to
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War Diary lst, Austrailan Raiihead Suppiy Detachment (Qontd,)
o8 apd = F

Dates summary oif Events ans Iniormation,
Suwvjects : - .4 =i -
to open a Raiithead ior the 2nd., Flistraiian Division at
that piace,
30/%2/18 Accordingly on 30/12/18 a Corporai and three lMen pro-

Unit at Beaumont ceeded to Thuiilies and opened a Railhead, During the

and small section rirgt halt oi January the Dehil strength drawihg irom

at Thuillies.Work Thulkilies Railhead was on.Ly apbout 100-

3t voth places. On 2#th, January 1919 the % 22nd, Wing Royal Air worce
Squadrons numbering 10 with the strength of about 1,600
men were instructed Ly Army to draw as Detaiks irom
Thui.u.i_EB.

On 19th, relruary 1919 the strength of the Detachment
actuakly working on the Railkheads was,

Beaumont 1l Officer, 3 N.C.Os. 3 Men,
Thulilies 1 Do, 8 Do.
In addition to these, there were two men irom
Beaumont and one irom Thuiiiies on leawe,

A Summary oif the work being done at these Raikheads
is interesting at this dates
, peaumont, Order.y Room or the Unit, Medical ==
Comrorts ans Buik Stores containing 30,000 to 50,000 menVs
Rations and an enormous quantity of Oiis and rodder as
Reserve Rations; a.so additional thousands of Rations
dumped as a X consequence of Thaw precsutions.

Iwo iarge rormetions (5th. Aust. Division and 6th,
AsM.T. O0ye.) weing issued to daily, also Detalis consisting
of Units and & Casauity Clearing Stations, Medical Gom=
forts belug issued to all Hospitaks and Medical Units in s
large area.

Stocks on hand as per Stock Sheet of Xmyw 19/2/19 were
as 10llows;

piscuits 61,371 Lbs. pread 14727 MEE.
Flour 11,869 * Rice 2,109
Oatmeal 2,740 " rrosh Meat =10 L
Pres. leat 54,631 Pork & Beans 25,8W5
Meat & Vege. 18,763 Lacon 7 4 834
fargarine 24106 fea 5,883 i
Sugar 17,180 ~ Cheese €45
Jam 20,608 . Pried ¥ruits 5,055
Dried Vegs, Te0LY Milk %U.S.) 34009
Milk (Sweetened) 1,0l Do. (Dried) 1,005

PR s, .
clgﬁleéziaﬂiﬂ 2,654 " Hatches nB,ﬂUg DOZ.
Pickles 266 Straw m&,ggn Lbso
Hay 320,602 ° Oats 376,268
Candkes . 448 Petrol (?X? 8,562 Ga.is
Min. Burning Oi.l 71 Gais. ﬁeth: Spirits 90 2
Luu, Olis it 3 G&Tul@ﬁ ‘ 1,288 EJEr
Grease BBO Lous. Chioride of Llme 9,240 |
Creso.i | 960 Galsge Wood Pree. Oil 1756 Gab.
Coal 205 Tons,.

Thuiilles.

No Bulk Store here,wut awvout 30,000 len¥s and

12,000 Horse Rations. stored in trucks and in dumps on the
Rallhead Yard,

2nd, Aust. Division Uelng .issued to daiiy and Aireraft
Units three times week.y.

Stocks on hand as per Stock Sheet of 19/2/19 were as
follows;

f--.4 r_!lrl-ri:' .I..
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War Diary. 1lst., Aust, Railhead Suppiy Detachment (Contd).

| Datﬂa and auujent:. Summgry oi eventa and inrormation,
pigscuits 2 ,601 Lbs, proead ﬁ,ﬁBObDE
Bread 2,680 " ypiour 775
Rice 1,836 Dried Miik 480 ™
Milk (U.S.) ‘504 rresh leat 8,110 B
Pres. Meat 16,165 . ° Pork & peans 9,799
Meat & Vegetaule . byp4785 psacon 4,737 B
Margarine 1,997 B Tea 1,288 °
sSugar 7,590 ° Cheese 4,297
Jan 8,201 Dried rruit 648
Potatoes 1,559 Dried Vegs, 49564

% Tobacco 44.0 Matches - 189 Doz
Rum 208 Galise Onions 878 Ebse
Pickles 418 Lbse Straw 765002
Hay 208,602 Oats 242,270 B8

: Grease .o " CandXes 1,996 B
Petrol "T,. B,886 Gals, lleBeOo 433 Gals

Do. A, 95,150 g Meth, Spirits 419

Lue Olis : 1,565 Carbide 784
Chioride od Lime 59500 Lbs, Bieach, Powder 129 ubs
Coal 47 Tonse.

During the month of January and earky reLruary a peserve of
men¥s and Horses Rations for #our days was issued to ail Units
I - drawing srom the Rallheads as Thaw Rations, A Thaw occurred on
ltth. Feouruary and Thaw precgutions were ordered as irom 2¥kh,.
16the February. The resuXt of this was that Motor Lorries
were not allowed on any roads except by special authority. The
following. process was a&dopted in dealing with iormations durihg
the period x covered Ly Thaw precautions, The Breadm, Fresh Meat
Bacon, lMargarine and Cheese arriviuvg wy Train each morning was
drawn by the respective Formationsm, but ali other comwodities
oL Men's Rations as we.l as Fodder were consumed from Thaw
Reserves held Ly the diiierent rormgtions, All comwodities on
the Train not taken py iormations which comprised everythihg bujp
the iteme mentionsed were dumped in the Rallhead Stores uy Fatigue
Parties. The enormous accumuiation of Stocks as shewn in figures
quoted mpove is thAereovy exolained by this procedure,
From the k iiiting oi Thaw praﬂautiunﬂ, the Formations again
commenced to make up their wour day's reserves irom stocks accum-
uiated on the Raliheads,

It is noted as an interesting item and one which occas~sioned
the Starfs these Rallheads a great deal of work and worrys that
during the =m§ sojourn oi the Detachment at Beaumont and Thuillies
a great deal of pillrerihg had taken -piace from fFhe Packs Lerore
their arrivai at the Raiiheads, On one occasion a truck arrived
at Thulilies from which amongst other things &8 117 Gailons oi Rur
had been stoien and it is also quoted asgs an exampie th%t a truck
arrived at Begumont irom which 18 out of 20 Qases of:  Margarine in
the truck had been stolen.

This state of afiairs was typicali ozr a$¢ Railheads in the
Area and may have been a resulkt oi the very great acarcity and
consequent high prices or anythlhg in the shape of feed. It was
Taclilitated by the siownees with which the Trains made thelr trips
als0 the long stops at unguarded Stations, Aiter repeated reques-
ts armed Guards travekllied with ail Supply Trains and the dis-
crepancies Lecame iess noticeable. At the Raliiheads armed Guards
were also posted, but Goodg disappeared from the Dumpaﬂin spite of
this ract, and in some cases because of it, as a Sentry was on one
occasion detected on Thuillies Railhead with 60 Lbs., of lMargarine
in a sack whibh he was in the act o1 stealing, At a subsequent
Court Martiai he received a sentence or Three years in prison.

At the end of February the Detachment was irurther reduced oy
One man proceeding to Engiand on non-military empioyment, also Two
N.CeO8. returnivg to Austraiia sor eariy Repatriation.

As ® the strength o. the Detachment was now below 50 per cent

and distriuuted over two Raiiheads, rain¢0ﬁ%mants were urgentiy
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N
_1 q} war Diary. lst, Australian Railhead suppliy petachment,
Dates and subjects, | Sunuary of Events and Inrormation. -
V. urgently required,  These were forthcoming during the
| Iirst week of lMarch, TweNlve other Ranks weing zent vy
Australian Corps Headquarters, Two oi these were usos
iess Tor the work and were imwediateky returned to their
Unitﬂn
From ligrch 17th. the Supp.y Train arrived at ThuiLlié
4/4/1919- on aiternate days on.y.
Beaumont kg ciosed Beaumont Railhead was closed on 4th. Aprily the
down and Stocks whole ox the Stocks veing transierred to Thuiiiies wuwy

gent To Thuillies. Ralk with the exzception of Medical Comiorts and Olils .
which were sent to an advanced Supply Depot at lMontignies
Se¢tion 8 (2nd. Aust, Division) was wveing sent to
Marchienme Est and Section 129 (5th. Aust, Div. and
Corpe Troops) going to Thuililies,
Owing to Demopilisation, the strength of rormations
had deereased consideraviy, Viz. Aust. Corps Troops
4,699, S5th. Aust. Divigion 4,800~ Detaiis 1,800 and
| Prisoners of War 2,400 were also welmg ied irom Section
129,

On April 7th. a change was made in the tities of
rormations, Be. Divisional Group wveing supstituted f or
the formation hitherto drawigg as 5the Aust. Division
and A. Divisional Group ifor 2nd, Aust. Division.

2 On 20the. Aprii B. Div, Group was bransierred to
e llarchienne Est .eavigg a very sma.. Pack to come to

24 /4 £19= Thuirlies, Corps Troops veing rediiced to a strength
Thuillies R&lihead or 3,000,
closed, On @prii 24th, Thuiiiies Raiihead ckosed, Detaiis
drawing .rom Charieroi, The whoire of the Stocks were

now transferred to Marchiefne Est.
: The Detachment was now zwikikg awaiting instructions
irom No, 4 Area, here-=to-iore known as 4th, Army.
2/5/19- On Aprii 3@th. instructions were received to pro-
Detachment moves ceed to Marghienne Est to take over that Ralihead. The
to marghienmne Hst. 1irst Issue Ly this Detachment was made on 2nd. May.
The Pack (Bection 8) was veing received on alter-
nate days ror a strength orf 30,000 Brid sh and 4,000
Prisoners of War. | _
The whole 0L Ae.Il.Fo in this Area were now drawing
ag one Formation.
Demowilisation was now proceeding rapidiy, con-
sequentiy the stremgth of Pack was diminishihg to a iike

extent, avout 3,000 weekiy.
On 12th, May aii Prisoners of War and British

Troops rormerly drawing trom Section 8 were transterred
10 RoeSe0e Charlierol.

The iast Pack was received on May 22nd. for the
strength of 5,000 ( douwie Pack) and the iast Issue made

on May 23%rd.
This Unit waes now free for Demobiisgagtion and was

despatched {or England on May 3lst.

= p—— ——
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