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g NOTES ON TNEERRC f

0T:  MORTYANA TOSNTO 3 R -
> R.-Tnf.., st Gmss MARINE | PW N f | ' 2
_AGET30 yr

UNIT: "M‘IASHI"* Special Naval Landing Bn,

The above named prisonér was captured at MILNE BAY on 31 Aug 48,
IIe was badly wounded in the thigh by a piece of sahirapnel, and was
in a very wefc condition when interrogated,

He stated that he had = nunbher of years training and was
called from the naval reservey He left the v-mr-t of KUSUMOTO in

JAPAI ghbout 27 May 42 aboard the 'W .ma.m;.t_.a_zm.,

= ol I- SEVE =4 ¥ 5 - 'I-ll : :
w. "‘he "BRAZIL Lufs.PU was demaged amd re m_ﬂned 10 w
' LT He left KAMU on 7/8 hug shoard the 'HAEADOTE LARD'

E.Ilﬂ Ell‘l‘i‘?fﬂd E.'L‘IJ R"’LEﬂLUIJ on 11 Ilug. 300N 8 0 i e s m-ll’ﬂ'ﬁ-‘m

s am

I‘!; sank va:t?y son aftar-. Df an estimated nunber of 800 abnm**c‘i only

| 300 csganed. The vriscmer and others were picked up by la‘u.nch. )

011 24 Aug he was one of 800 marines who bogrded the' 'w

f ghich he Nk \WEs 5180 L) L ONnE v DAL wigh 0 2
N VAN

-

Al laered Tar +vro him s atnarens aome (17 anca hehind he entered L
Al dadg L 26 125 Personnel were landed by M. L. G,
ITo ﬂnnﬂsit*ﬂn wag encountered, and they.re-embarked at about 2100 hrs end
| landed some distance east of 1?_1.!:::[ at 0200 hrs on 27 Aug.
| Five M,L.C., each capable of carrying 45 men were carried in The hold of the
- 'IATKAT MARU!, 150 marines were landed from esch of the fouw destroyers.
Before the 'NAMKAI MARU' had finished unloading Wﬂmk.
About 300 troops and .nmst of the supplies were thousht to have been lost
on the south shore of MIINE BAY (time indefinite)

L 18 Al Jeast twe mediua tanks, of a type new to the prisoner, co-

~ operated in the move westwards. Heavy casualties were sulfered
perticularly as a result of air straffing., (The latter had a most
demoralisging effect). The prisoner was wounded by s§hrapnel north of the
aerodrome (Bastern strip). He then became unconscious,

=y — S =

L LS

Soml?

as: 1400 marines and "fichting engineers" (Pioneer Bn) and at least 1
300 coolies, He admitted that there could have been rmore Tighting troops.

< % coolies originally came from KYUSHU and CHOSEN, No NEW GUINEA

| natives were used, |

Prisoner gives nunbers of troops taking part in the operations

No information was given regerding the enemy's original intention
and the prisoner had no idea of our strengthe P.W. carried rifle and
normal equ_p*‘lent a'pd his pI was conmmanded by Sgt DOKO, his conpany was.

N OUML & JILR A o+ RS His BEn was apparently

independen lMarine La_nding Bn lr_*lm?n as w::wwapdﬂd by '1
not ziven. | |

It-Col HAYASHI., Strength of units was
Nothing was lnown of KOERODA, BUINA, TAE, SALAWMAUA or WAU.

Prisoner was in RABAUL for a week, He stated that on 23 Aug
three army transports each of about 7000 tons and heavily loaded with
troops (he thought ebout 1% PBns each) departed for an unknowm destination
They were not escorted when they left RABAUL., He cave the name of the
army conmmander in RADAUL as Q%THMIDRI TWAO who is about 60 years
of age, Prisoner stated that east one diw or army ftroops are at
pTe aevrl: in RABAUL ’f‘ha name uf‘ tha nava.l GGHI*:I]ELI‘L&EI‘ was given as CIHUSO

0 B £t RARAUR $n Mot 45
Strength of Navel Landing Force was given as & Bns of marines
* (mdar strength owing to casualties and illnaas‘f and five full Bns, |

i ‘ | Type of tank usaﬂ‘ at MILNE BAY was said to have a crew of four,
| nanely e ?Enﬂ class 11C0), driver (1lst class engineer) and 2 gmnerﬂ
(lst class m *arinea). e

; ' Infnxnmtinn reparding rank hadges was given as follows: 'ti o &
* anchor upright on dark blue ecirculsr 3" vateh, Srd class marine, ™
-G;ﬁ%aad red anchors on same patcih — :lass marine, crossed red - ma‘che" o

| | ' | o
Le:\ v ' il - g
' L o= B B e, N i s - — - - _,_-i ' ."'.' . E .

t— _— — i - - - —
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' w!%h.red five pointed cherry blossom above on seme pateh - lst class
x marirng. Raﬂk.gf:naval landing forcerengineers is similarly indicated
| by the substitution of spanner, crossed spanners etec. and of air
crew”by'aircﬂaft, crossed aircraft atc,

Names and information which hove been checked for relisbility
and have been confirmed from other sources have been underlined

in red,

The prisoner appeared to.be truthful but no" ﬂewwee of reliability
can be given to information other than that mentioned in the

Toresoing pars.

Interrogator: Capt LIOYD,

: 2 Sep 42, (sza) JlP-BFRgigis .
’
| . as(I) HQ NGF.

| - .
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ht GI.ABB MARINE
o0 yrs

Et

| The above named prisoner was captured at MILNE BAY on 31 Aug 42.
Ho was wounded in the thigh by a plece of shrapnel, and was in a very
veak condltion when interrogated. -

He stated that he had a mmber of years traliing and was called
from the naval reserve, He left the port of UHOTO in JAPAN aboutb
27 May 42 aboard the "IRAZIL amu'. About 35 .‘hm aroxinato aoo ﬁlu

‘om MIDWAY IS, his cofiVOy Was heavi. m"* ted_ITrom the air, ° L2 IL
[ARUY was demaged and reburned to KAMA ISLAVD in the CAROLINE He lert
KAMU on 7/8 & ngmmﬂu* KADOTE WARY ived at m on 1l Aug.
Soon after arrival | buut 00 __m*jI AL W' s attacked and

gree qirec ."‘ﬁ&* « U an eatimated ' " O

800 aboard, 300 maaptod. mo prisamr m other were p:mk-d up by |

lsunch, l
4

muwmmrdodﬂn mpm::
In company with 2 desTroyers:

L J |

4 Onﬂlughowmmnormmm
FARTIY wh ch he __ : 1L SO00 Lons. _.
“ Dy W m’*ﬂs rers | me dist@ile Dening ne entered il B
_ m mnitj" J‘ f. UL e mm 'm anded by -Llc- Yo QPPMtlm
was encountered, and they re-embarked at about 2100 hrs and landed some
distance east of RABI at 0200 hrs on 27 Aug. Flive M,.L.C. each capable of |
carrying 45 men were carried in the hold of the 'NANKAI MARU*., 150 marines
were landed from e ach of the four destroyers. Before the "HAKAIL MARU' had |
finished unloading 1t was bombed and sunk. about 300 troops and rwost of
the supplies were thought to have been lost on the muth shore of HILNE BAY
(time indefinite).

At Mt ho n-ﬂim hnk- of a type new to the prisoner, |
cocperated 1i Uhe G Cwar ieavy casualiles were suffered pu*t.inularly
as & result of a:lr atrnffinsi (T.h. latter had & most demorallsing effect).
m prisoner was wounded by shrapnel north of the aerodrome (Eastern strip).

th? bnnm uneonseious, |

————

|
|

| Prisoner gives numbers of troops taking part in the operations

{ as 1400 marines and "fighting engineers" (Ploneer Bn) and at Is st $00
coolies, He admitted that there could have been more fighting troops. |

| The cgﬁq originally came from KYUSHU and CHOSEN. ¥No NEW GUINEA natives

| were us

No information was glven rtgu'ding thn enemy's original intention
| and the prisoner had née idea of our strength. P.W, carried rifle and normsl
equipment and m.a pl was am-nm by Sgt ROKO, hls company was known a8 |
| apt PUJTHMURA., His Bn was sp arently independent Marine
SUTAL commanded by Lt=Col HAYASHI. Stren; th of

mits ’l’" mt given. |
. Nothing was lknown of KOKODA, BUNA, LAE, SALAMAUA or WAU,
| PRisoner was in RABAUL for a week. He stated that on 23 Aug

| three aruy transporbts each of about 7000 tons and heavily loaded wigh u'oopl
| (he thought about 1 bns each) departed for an unknown destination. They

| were not escorted when they lef't RABAYL., He g
commander in RABAUL as Lt TAKAORI IWAO 'IhD
Prisoner stated that a

| | RABA*L.

the name of the army
metwymaflgi.

._‘H.

e = = — e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO21181



Land@'ng Porce vas given as 8 bns of marines (under

. L3

~ Strength of Naval

stfength owing to casualtles and 1llness) and five full bans.

e .

Type of tank used at NILNE BAY was sald to have a orew of four,
driver (lst class engineer) aud 2 gumers
as folloss: HRed anchor

upright on Gark bius GIrculer 39 patehy Srd clans mering.
Crossed red anchors nn samd patoh - 8nd class marine, oroasnet red
anchore with red flvs pointed chersy blossom above on same patch - lst clase

mnarine. Renk of naval X lanviing force angineers is similarly indicated
S, e st o, T T ThammE R esw
| » - '

Rames and information which have been ghecked for reliability and
-mm:mmmammmu&mmu-mmmw

The prisoner appesred to be truthful but no degree of relisbility
c¢an be glven Lo Information other than that mentioned in the foregoling para.

nterrogs=tor: Capt LLOYD

B Sept 42,

(8gd) J.P. BEROINS,
Capt.

.85.(X) H.Q. NOP,

=
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P/ e oo

e Y COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
' AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.
4 / =) L‘:L K!’; T HQ Milne Forces.
=
K54 7 Oct 42 .
e,

SUBJECT: REPORT ON PRELIMINARY INTERROGATION OF
JAP P.W, CAPTURED ON 6 OCT BY 2/12 BN
- LES NG ROUTE 7

wme/

Herewith copy of P.W. report for your )jm

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO2118]1



Pw - &

g HQ MILNE PORCE
' . 7%# 48,

T
.
-

REPORT ON PRELIMINARY INTERROGATION OF
JAP P.W. CAPTURED ON 6 OOT BY £/12 BN
ABOUT 2 MILES ALONG ROUTE 7.

H:I G. WME -

1. HAME ¢ OBARA, IUBUO
RAINE : COOLIE
AGE i1 o1 YRS

OCCUPATION (Prior to War) : FARMER
CALIED UP FOR SERVICE iIN 1985,

PJW, left RABAUL on £8 Aug on one of three destroyers
escorted by two minesweepers, and arrived at a landing place Hast <
of RABI at abcut 1900 hrs on 29 Auz.

There were approx 150 or 160 men on each of the three
destroyers, They were a mixture of the HAYASHI and YOKOSUKA Units,
There were 150 men in the YOKOSUKA Unit, possibly comprising the
YOSHIYORKA detachment. In prisoner's pariy there were 120 marines
and 40 evolies, the duty of the latter being %o carry the baggage
of the marines, plus a portion of the ammunition, H.M,@'s, L.JIL.G's
and Grenade Dischargers were landed. No arty or tanis were brought,

YOKOSUKA himself did not make the trip as he had been
wounded during operations in the SOLOMONS ebout the middle of Aug.

Personnel were landed in "DAIHATSU" large type of
motor-hoat, Their objective was to capture the strlip near RABI.
After landing they immediately entered the Jjungle and took up
positions in coneealment, They rested during the following day,
After they had delivered their unsuccessful attack on the strip,
they were forced %o split up into smaller groups, - |

OBARA with 5 other cocolies and 2 soldiers made off
into the hills on 2 Sep, The coolies were unarmed &nd the soldiers
carried pistols and rifles. P.W, thinks the soldiers moved along
the mounta.ns in an Fasterly directlion whilst the cecolies attempted
to make for BUNA,., He was unable to continue due to sora feet, and
was left behind alone on 1 Oct.

Since then he had very little tec eat, and on € Oct
entered & native's hut in search of foods The native reported his
presence and he was captured hy No i post of £/12 Bn, He is
suffering from fever and sore feet,

NOTE : P.W. appears %o be relieved and glad to be & prisoner,
He shows no reluctance to answer questions, and secus
t0 be above average intelligence, -

\ i -
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e P '~ COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA ¥/57
_~  AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES. ,

HQ Milne Force,
3, 0ot 42.

b .

‘I

“ -
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2.9,15.

Jan 55,

810,42

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.

HAME. . . JKUMATSU YOKO
......YOKOSUKA 31,542 .

ReXs,

M- . "-w -’ml ﬂl&ﬂﬁ)

DATE OF BIRTH.....22 Sep 1915 —
EDUCATIONs e e+ s+ KANAGAWA. Primary School (6 years)

CIVIL OCCUPATION, ...Farming until joiy
gy v Havy in J'm:w 1935

LANGUAGES.......A few words of English
' F Killesee Father - KUMATSU NAXAJI

Wﬁ&----.-.mu HI

ASHICGAWA
YUGAWA BASHI
¥ _or SINGLE.....Single
P/W_ADDRESS.....A8 above
EAMIIYessves....Bros and sisters- seven - and mother and father,
R L Sties X P I Bl uame) |

mlllllm hrs L, 28,10.,42,
MEDICAL CONDITION..Fair (?septic leg)

Mﬂ LB ..’ﬂ.llr Gdﬂﬁﬂ‘!’ﬂﬂ tﬁnﬁd fI'B
8 . ely after first half

Pirst sew action at Shipwre land INAN
where he stayed for nine months returning to !ﬁ‘:oéﬁta. . -

Japan in March 1940,

P/W remained in SAIPAN train |
operations until Aug 20 1942, and on thig date hifen:nilir ::'n%hn
KINJU MARU for an unknown destination ? MILNRE BAY area arriving
on 29,8.,42 where he landed with the YASUDA NAVAL LATDING PARTY

possibly two companies :=

His own Company (YOSHAKA COY) and ib
the (SUZUKI coY). g
o s X ni :lnP{;a was of :;ha opinion that only two companies

e He had no knowledge of the HAYASHI BUTAI

# h*

—F

RCDIGTO21181
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pe COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
- AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.

Details of the YASUDA BUTAI (?BATTALION) attached.

P/We orders were to attack all houses and kill all
the white people,

The landing was made {rom the KINJU MARU by M.L.C.
P/W thought there were 4 or 5 of these but did not know how many
gach held,

048 . . He first saw white soldiers on 31.8.42 and kept
| under cover until he was captured.

He also stated the uniform with his two stripes ?
ofCicer was left on the ship and they changed into an
ordinary uniform with his name only on it. (P/W present uniform).

He saw natives here but did not speak to them, and
lived on coconubs ete,

PAY. . P/W y//&5 per month £4,10,0 at par.
Li~Col YASUDA (CHOSA)did not land with the party.

BQUIPMENT, Each man had a rifle and about 30 roumnds of amn,

There were one M/G to each Pl but P/W did not know
how much anm was carried,

CASUALTIRS.. He was of opinion that casualties were very heavy,
P/W also stated that he had seen two dead Jap

sailors two days ago-shot.

e He had only seen one A/C during the voyage that

5] near Japan when he sailled.
Yo A/C were sighted at SAIPAN. The next time he

saw plenes were enemy plame at N.G, after he landed.

... ‘There were sbout four ships in Convoy -(names unknown
gmall werships - he did not know what they were.
P/W had not seen battleships -~Aero Carriers or

cruisers.

He was of opinion that Japan would win the war but
could not give eny reascn,

Docunments ete taken from four Japancse that were
28.10,42 killed during an ambush 28,10,42 Dy a patrol 17 Bde.

1. Waist hand

2. Tahu (shoe) elips

5. Postel Savings olip

4. Prayers

5. loney orders

6. A Vomans hair _

7. Wooden Identity Tag AMAFI RET HEI 2nd class seaman

8. YANO BUTAI.
8, Wooden Identity Tag TACHIKURA KOICHI 2nd clags
KASHI AN BEISO 7 Warrant officer.
Snd Coy (CHUPAI) YANO (BUTAI)
9, CHOSEN ©¥No 4617 (probably from the chosen KOREA
Labour Corps. )
10, Identity Tag NHAKAJINMA - lst class seaman 2nd Bn
11, HANDKERCHIEF (for the neck :

The above articles have becn forwarded by KUMATSU
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BuTAl) BN .4+ Cok. Yasura

(ehusA),

" Kom8T3u  SES.
Loz (QM(PIF‘L?)&A«};

See.

ANAsH, KEeNosHl,
Suzuki SeliRe
MBRA. YaNncy?. |
TAKATH. Yosul. KicH?
AzZomP. YosHimeTo ,
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25
61

of in
Unit (Kure

tion of lNaval
S SeleFs)

¥0s mm?ucrxm

2e on being questioned at MILNE
mmnm-m nnmdm‘mﬂm

bonl.:'.lnc.

Maum&elm-mﬂ-dth
wammmmwm

ACE.
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After receliving instraction fyrom 0.C. we depart.
nqutm

2%, Disposition achooling.

.l.w

n "n
“ L.
“ "
“ "
. € myr n bosad A viow
I # m ship. night mm_ﬂm'
” L mﬂ'
%li’ill!
= * Prepare to
1345 Depart for
26 * 0800 Inter Port m
a8 * jand equipment. Set about No 8 Dispositions.
1 Apr Squipment training.
' L
ot e .
S wmy Carry out succesaful landing in fece of ensmy.
g * L uumm- . n scoount of alr attack
1500 Depart.
s * Our objective ia NORESHY.
é Link up with transport ships.
$ ® r#“*—tm
n L

Entey PONT EAVIENG
land.
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eﬂ‘i-n-hlm-
unit receives orders from No 8 Base IQ - RAPAUL.
P.¥. had no knowledge of a 7.7mm rifle and stated his pl

funsge

are mostly called up for service in the

recrults normally serve for 2.3 yrs and then

(e) Portion of "SASEBO"
:f" P.%. had no Imowledge of

Bo special ordars re troatment of Aust. Pe.¥. were Issued.
ammmm':ummqmwmh

Due to the dlagrace incurred in having become a prisconer the
P.%. doos not wish to return to JAPAN.
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(EAICUE
KURE ¥o 3

{

Baval W.0.

OBARA,

the P.¥. sdadtted that he

t apologised and stated he

mmht
and thought that 1f he posed as & coolie he would not

12 other
RAPAUL arriving

to

..m‘:ﬁ.

by

but

iy the "COYA MARU" sccompanied

for an sttack on

mu—mmm

in

RCDIGTO21181
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Comd « YANO, EINORNU

Fo 1 No 2 o 3
Mzt. mr‘lt m.&.t-

Att units:- Pay, medical, ongrs, tpt and comm.

NOTEte P.¥, i comdl Wo 4 Pl « No 1 Coy.
*YANO" unit receives orders from No 8 Base HQ « RABAUL.

(e) Portion of "SASEBO" No 5 SLF
Aug but P.¥. hed po kmowledge of why the landing wes

{d) So special orders re treatusnt of Aust. Ps.W. were lssued.
Mmmmmmmmcnuh

Due to the disgrace incurred in having become a prisconer the
F.¥. does not wish to returm to JAPAN.
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SIF assemble ‘
After recelving Instruction from O.C. we depart.

Depart EURE.

T iou Dispostliom schocling:

PeN. Mﬁ- m

17 Meb

At night
22 ° Sight SAIPAN
Pass SAIPAY on our right.
- :.:Mﬂum
At might.
(BAYCHT xYDrzw)
- m'::uhcnut-mmwmm
enemy submaring.
2 " Go for walk on land.
2 Pisposition schooling.
g mar on bosxrd At view pleo {KATSUDO
{TRUK) ship. night pletures. .
T TEemn
22 " Prepare to

Depart for
Enter Fort RABAUL.
land equipment. Jet about Ne 8§ Dispositions.
Equipment training.

GAVOTY TLAD

Carry out successful landing in face of enamy.

Land at TULAGY sbout 1350 On scoount of alr attack
casualties, however no deaths.

Depart.
dur objective 1a MORESEY.
Link up with transport ships.

n account of operations enter port RABAUL.
Departe.

g "
0 *#

Enter PORT EAVIENG
lande
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o« B e

11 ¥ey land equipment set about dispositlions.

1 Jal Visit CELEEES,

as " CELEBES LOOROUT 7Y

1 Aug Egt Training

w - PULAGI. PFrom the morning there is & battle.

At this plsce we set about our fighting stations and
come under the command of No. 1 Coy leadex.

Result of battle. Ensmy battleships i
Grulsers r
11
' L]
n i
” "
u "
. 4
" #
7
12
- P guerilla warfere..
16 Sep (BUNA) |
1 Oet 1300

(2gd) ¥.J. SPARNOR Lieut.
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YASUDA UNIT (YOKOSUEA Noe 8 S.L.F.)

—

¥o. 1 Coy | l-tnm-ma
— u-tnusnm:!ﬁ_?‘m
.&ﬂ- Pis ) %.0. Pl

S. OENERAL
(a) P¥ knew of SASEBO Wo § S.5L.F. although he had no Imowledge
of its movements.

{(b) A1l names have desn doleted from ships.
{¢) Has mo knowledge of ComdS, gther than own unit.
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(e) The main |
were sick behind
vere selected to take

Se CENERAL
ﬂ;mﬂmﬂltn“.ﬁum against prisoners.

(b) hl;.:m-.-n.-mt!ﬂmttlmumm:uu-m
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o e COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.

HQ Milne Force,
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.

ANJO MIN
Cmml.

he is sbout
m""'"rf.;mthr Usually lives
a coolie, (mm )
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NMI"-II‘
Eq.lllllil

MNKlIIIlI

P13 .

SUBJECT 2  PRELIMINARY INTERROGATION OF JAP Pa.W.

. Interrogators = Lt A. SHERLOCK.
= (Assisted by RIKO CHUNG)

SEN SAIKEL

P/W number was at one time attached to his tunic but he
does not know what 1t wase

He has no ranke

PLACE OF BIRTHs.. ANJO GUN

A(Eill'l.

ANJO MIN
CEO GIRI.

P/W thinks he 1s about 31 years of age.. Does not speak
Japanesee Usually lives in The mountains and he 1s Jjust
a coolie. (RODOSHA)

P/W also states that he was married seven years ago but had

no children = he was put on tihe same boat as RIKO CHUNG and his movements
were the samee

He is unable to read or write and was captured on 24 Oct 42 in

a hut by a native woman and a boy of 12 years of agee

RIKO CHUNG saw P/W once while eating but they parted looking

for food end he did not see him agalns

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

(Sgd) Alwyn SHERLOCK

Tleutbte
INTERROGATOR .
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5 ; &;, /_,‘ & S /1 _)—: RW_”Q "Z' o
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.

HQ Milne Force,

(/‘?7 Y Oct 42,
SUBJECT: PRELIMINARY INTERROGATION OF JAP P.W
MILNE FORCE NO 16
NEW GUINEA FORCE.
; Herewith report on preliminary interrogagation of

above nunbered P.W. captured between W ALA and AHIOMA 26 Oct 42,

oA CLOWERL, +_gen
COMD MILNE FORCE.

Copies t0 :=

7 Aust Inf Bde ¥ |
17 Aust Inf Bde / |
18 Aust Inf Bde
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1917

26,10,42

21le7 .47
1/8,43
3'8'-43

2348442

26,8442

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.

SUBJECT: PRELIMINARY INTERROGATION OF JAP P.W,

MILNE FORCE NO 16

Interrogator - Lt A.SHERLOCK.

m. L IRm GHUTIG

N‘;‘liil46’?5
M\l L l-HO I‘Er]k
UNIT.....LABOUR UNIT.

Prisoner wearing old tunic and trousers which he got from a dead
Jap soldier,

P/W was borm in 1917 at

KOREA
KATKEIDO
UNJOGUN
SANCHUKOMEN
430,

EDUCATION, ... .Educated at (SAN CHU KORYOSU FUSO GAKKO) where he
Stayed for four years and then went to (CHOSAN KORYOSU FUSO GAKKO)
for a further period of 2 years.

CIVIL OCCUPATION. Agriculturalfarmer.
LANGUAGES Spesks Japanese as well as KOREAN,

NEXT OF KIN (Wife) and two children (boy and girl) live at the
above address.

P/W has 1 sister and 1 brother.

P/W was captured by natives on 26 Oct 42 while
resting in a hut between WAMADALA & AHIOMA,

He appeared to be very intelligent and talks freely
with very little time for the Japanese.

P/W was taken from his house by Japanese soldiers on
and put on board the BRAZIL MARU (about 8000 tons) at FUSAN along
with 2000 other Koregns and sailed for TRUK arriving there on the
At TRUK they were split up into many parties, he and 300 others
were shipped to KAVIENG on the KINYU MARU (about 5000 tons)
arriving there on the 2,8,42.

P/W worked at unloading (food) mostly rice for about
three weeks, and left by the NANKAI MARU (about 7-8000 tons) for
RABAUL arriving there on 23,8.42

From RABAUL he sailed for an unknown destination
(SAMARI) (P/W pointed to thic town on the map) arriving in the
early morning of 26.,8.4%2.

- With the convoy were a few other ships and about
7 or 8 M.L.C,

His job was to unload stores but the (fighting and

bombing started as he th ht = by the Americans) and from then

on he just made his way inland - parties o '
what ever cover they could, . 5 WD‘E P
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The 300 Koreens landed with the HAYASHI UNIT (BUTAI) which
was about 800 strong., Casualties were very heavy.

P/W also stated that he was not paid any money by the
Japs - all he received was his food, and on many occasions they were
slapped across the face and treated pretty bad generally.

He was at one time with 7 others but these were killed by
(he thought Americans) and natives, and he was finally captured while

resting.

P/W was of the opinion that the Japs did not like bombing -
(he saw this in RABAUL),

His father was a farmer, but now dead but his mother YIN
CHENG: CHUNG was still alive at the above address,

He informed me that most Korean surnames started with REI
KIN or POKU,

I commented on the good condition of his finger nails but he
informed me that he had a knife right uptillthe time of his capture,

Counting 1 to 10 in KOREAN is :=-
1 HANNA 2 TOOL 3 SHU 4 NAI & TASO
6 YOSO 7 ILLGO 8 YOTOL 9 AWO 10 YORI YU

He also explained thﬁOREA was diwvided into 13 Prefectures.
(Map attached)

P/W expressed a desire to be kept sep@rate from Jap Ps/W.
P/W did not know anything of the 10th Pioneer Unit.

As a check on Ps/W address I got him to write a letter home.
Letters attached,

PR WY
-

[N
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HoKv 2o .

KeiSHo - NArDo .

.. \_ KEISHo. HoKudo.
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‘ 018  det #1993
Interrogator « It A. STERLOCK.
mmmmmmmn from a dead
Jap soldier. e
1917
2Ce10.42

| rﬁummml—n
board the IRAZIL EARD
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CHENG CHUNC wes still alive ot & ove address.

I coomonted on the good condition of his finger nails dut he
informed mo thet he had a knife right up t11] the tiss of his capture.

Counting 1 to 10 in EOREAN 18 e
1 BRAXEA 2 TO0E. 3§ sm 4 NAX § TASO
& Yoso Y IGO0 6 TOTOL 9 AWD 10 YORI YU

- He explained that XORZA was divided into 135 Frefoctures.
IWM

P/¥ expressed a desire to be kept separate from Jap Pa/¥.
P/¥ 414 not kmow anything of the 10th Piomeer Unit.

As a check on address I pgot him to write a letteyr home.
Ietters |

{358) Qwyn SHERIOCK
ILiomt.
INT.
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Prom RABAUL he salled for an unknown destination
(SAMARY) (¢/W pointed to this town on the mep) srriving in the
26.8.42 early morning of 26.8.42.
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I commenteod on the finger
informed me that he had a e right up till the time of his capture.

Counting 1 to 10 in XOREAR 18 te
1 BANNA 2 TOOL S SNU 004 NAY 5 TASO

€ Yos0 7 ILLGO 8 YOTOL 9 AwD 10 YORI YU

He also alned that KOREA o
(e b ’ expla wvas divided inteo 13 Prefectures.

P/W expressed a desire to be kept separate from Jap Ps/¥.
P/W 414 not mew anything of the 10th Plomeer Unit.

As & ckeck on Ps/W address I got him to write a letter home.
letters |

{(8gd) Adwyn SHERLOCKE
ILieut.
INT.
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Interrogators -« Lieut DRAKE F.N.

i
i

1-

¢ KCHATSU PRTSUO

Streteher besarer)

ihﬁ Oof SASEBO NO b S.LeP.)

t 1st class stoker
t TOSUKIOKA BUTAL »

m.hwutnmmmmuma.

&m_m ma.m
i il thilk

m _ﬂ.m.m

.m} _

a_i

m »w
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that some Austral
JAPAY since leaving,
JAPAY, and wishes to dle,
Pelle Wag unrelishl
which he appeared to have
has dififleuiiy in ©el , owing _
mlo that further interrogation after iscovery
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gt PRELIMIVARY INTERROGATION OF JAP PJ¥, _

o' NO 18 | |
| Interrogator « Lt, A, SITRLOCK

N : KUBATSU
Ot 106

UNITt FUKUOKA LANDING PARTY (2nd COMPANY?)

30.10.42CAPTURED  P.W. captured GOODENOUGH IS 80 Oct 42,
On arrival at Goodenough Island 1800L I immediately saw PW, "
who has abttempted to gouge his own eyes out and had biltten his

tongue so mueh that he was unable to close his mouth,

Game baeck to NQ on same boat as PW and ho has been admitted to
!. 1 G:Sﬁ = " . | 3

The ﬂ.mdo signs alse that he wented e be shot several times,
Pis papers and personal beldnglngs wers also brought to HQ hy me,
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M,F, NO 18

: Age 26
Been in Navy & years
1st class stoker or engineer (KIKAN)

(BUTAI) Commender Lt-Col (Chusa) FUKUOKA

FUKUOKA
—————————————R
@ @ D.0emn TR e

bout 300 strong
;his was the only Coy that

landede

'+ xnow what heppenede

P/W got fever = don ‘
e /il = his tongue 1s Very

It is very difficult to understand P
mich swollene

erviewed t+ he
the M.0. who told me tha
Ih‘:i: tongue was still pretly S0TCe

had only had liguids and

. I
/ % P e
waﬁ-:;flér_? w?’ﬂ
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has beon bitten

m‘mmmtmtmgm D e

theu and umummmmm
side falls off,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO21181



Bl

Hlerewith mmzmm on of above
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TAUK and KAVIEKG

earrying food; “‘m-umuﬂ'zﬂ'

t?-..hﬂg'ﬂ‘“ E muum
he ship at this stage was on its

I
:\_m 42

T—
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When he the
& questioned regarding battleships gave followirg
tone
3 | .
YARASIINO »
m L]
B S
BRUGA .
RONOG 3 " now S0000 tons with new smement
HBARUNA ¢ * ° | @i | i
KIRISHIMA * ° . |
HIRI . . . -
| P/ also heard of the NISHIN « this was & sbmarine mother
ey A TIOK h“mumm-m
%& 7000 tons
EINUEASA 8000
sM

l
J

EAXO 7000 tons (lost im SORLOMONS)
PURUBARA® *

| ® gms eslibre shout 8"
= MA gms = oalibre sbout "

;ﬁ-\u 43-11““0"

© 7 B gans salibre sbout 8" i
L ld&ﬂlﬁﬁm?
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waen stione azmmition plants thought most made
ﬂ.%m.:am::mnnmnmmh

P/W does not know lorse Code.

TRUK u..?ctmzu.mmmm
m-glln:/;::ﬁn ghip snd sunk during the Coral Sea
liny 42 battle ey 10432,

1 obtained a
only questicons the

} £rom Lt-Comd WILKINSOH but the
could answer were:

ton gunsboats at SHANGIAI.
the ugual receiver.
on all - 2lgo fér swiace

> Pa pp  ppp P

!
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WPI/I  Subject - PRELIMINARY INTERROCATION OF JAP PW
PRO H.Q. MORESBY INTERROGATOR - Capt. W.E. HALLION.

INTERPRETERS - Lieut P.N. DRAKE
Ifdeut N.J. SPARNON.

NAME OF PW. « TAKAESU, Isamu

Number - (Stated had no knowledge of numbers or identity discs)
RANK « 18t CLASS STOKER

UNIT « FUJIKAWA COY (MAYASHI Unit « KURE No S S.L.F.)

AGE o 28 yrs.

BIRTHPLACE < OKINAWA KEN

CALL UP DEPOT- " " (later sent to KURE)

PREVIOUS SERVICE « NIL « Called up Sep. 41, no previous tng.
OCCUPATION « FARMER

The abovenamed prisoner was captured at PONGANI (COLLINGWOOD BAY area)
by a P.I.B. patrol on 25 or 26 Sep 42. He was in a very weak condition
when interrogated and could not remember dates or numbers, and state-
ments made were vague and contradictory.

Prisoner stated that :-

1l He left the port of XURE 25 Jun 42 on the "KOTOKU MARU",
by 2 other ships -"KINRYU MARU" and "AYATOZAN MARU" each ap
tons and a total of approx 1,000 tps.
direct to RABAUL no ports of call, and arrived RABAUL ap
later. Stayed about one week without disembarking.
without any damage done. About 10 ships were in harbour, some

but no submarines. |

2. All § vessels then proceeded to LAE, again without escort, PW not
clear how long it took from RAPAUL to LAE, thought Journey took about 5
days and did not remain long at LAE. All tps disembarked, 3 kllled as
result of bombing attack. Pew tps were at LAE, and 2/300 tps from the
convoy were left behind when the convoy proce on to SANANANDA.

3« The convoy was attacked bombers off SANANANDA, where the "AYATOZAN
and "KOTOKU MARU"™ were sunk with 20 casualties. PW E‘mught that dis-
embarkation took place 15 Aug. The "KINRYU MARU" returned to RABAUL,
but later came back ace ed by 5 or 6 deatroyers. (Translation capture
documents states "KINRYU MARU" sunk RABAUL 25 mg). One unnamed ship
ps
wi

arrived about a week later with a 400 on board. The army
tps remained at SANANANDA and the "KINRYU approx 400 tps on
board, accompanied by the destroyers other naval tps

RABI several days later. (PW was insistent that the ship was
"KINRYU MARU"™)

lef't for
the
4. The convoy arrived RABI about the end of Aug. ; they h-unto:l.gn
disembarked and landed from 13 barges. They advanced to the East, but
heavy fire was encounted, causing them to withdraw to RABI, where he
;ﬁu::a ample food was available, and they remained there until about
Pe

5. About 18 Sep PW was verbally instructed by the comd of "HAYASHI" Unit
to eod with 2 others by canoe to BUNA, for the purpose of obtal
a wireless set from the maval Comm Centre, reason being no W/T facilitles
at RABI. From RABI, the voyage took 4/5 days to ANASARI, where the

went ashore to obtalin coconuts, and saw & native 'ith 2 wireless
sot which they took when the native ran away. PW thought wireless may
not have been in working order so continued gg;my to BUNA. The pat y
noext landed at somepoint between EMBOGU and A to cook a meal, where
they were surprised by a party of armed natives (P.I.B. Patrol) who
killed other 2 and took him prisoner. (P.I.B. Sgt EKATORI stated PW
captured PONGANI, 25 or 26 Sep 42.)

GENERAL

The PW expressed a keen deaire to return to JAPAN after the war,
but anxious that no advise of his a:ztuﬂ be fwded to wife or relatives,
as this would bring sheme upon his wife and family.
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SECRET N‘f’ O

HQ MILNE FORCE
Oct 42,

SUBJECT: REPORT ON INTERROGATION OF
' PW_YAMAMOTO, Taro,

\\"/ AUST INF BDE
18 AUST INF BDE

1. Herewith report on preliminary interrogation of
abovenamed PW captured in the MENARI area S Oct 42,

Col, |
G.S. MILNE FORCE. dsdh

L
. Y

ey
ey
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g | HQ N.G. FORCE
- “’ 10 Oﬂt 42-

M1/P1/1. Subject - PRELIMINARY INTERROGATION OF JAP PW.

Interrogator - Capt W.E,HALLION
Interpreter - Lt P.H. DRAKE,

Neme of PW - YAMAMOTO, Taro

Number — -
Rank - 1st Class Pte
Unit - "TATEY 8417

Age - 25 yrs

Birthplace - EIHIME KEN

Call Up Depot -  KOCHI

Previous Service Nil (Called up Apr 41 from 2nd reserve.)
- Oecupation - Factory worker.

The prisoner, who was suffering from malnutrition and dysentery
was in a very weak condition when interrogated, but appeared to
speak truthfully to he best of his ability.

The PW stated that:-

1. He left JAPAN on the "VENUS MARU" with nine other vessels
carrying the "SEIBU" 34 Inf Regt, one mountain arty bn and some
engrs. REscorted by 2 A/C carrs, 3 eruisers and 4 destroyers,
convoy moved direct to GUAM and landed. After capture of GUAN,
remained for one month and proceeded to RABAUL, where a further
landing took place., This operation was under the comd of Gen
HORII and no other comds were known. He did not think any Aust
soldiers were there now, amd there were no women.

<., Left RABAUL for NEW GUINEA about July, in 2 ships approx 6oo00 tons
carrying a total of 600(?) tps and 30 horses. lLanding was made at
BUNA, and they advance d to KOKODA in 10 days, remained one day
and pushed on, At first, food supply was good, but as they
advanced it became poor, commenced with 8 days rations and later
received 3 or more days ration.

3. Natives from RABAUL were used for carrying amn and supplies
while coolies (approx 100) from FORMOSA and KOREA, carried amn
and luggage. (PW considered the KOREANS very weak.) All food
wg: carried no dunps., The natives ran away when strafing took
place.

4, The intention was to attack MORESBY with help from the sea to the
south, (PW knew nothing of MILNE BAY ops.) The foreeé was commanded
by Gen HORII and consisted of one inf regt, one mountain arty bn
(bty) and one engr regt. Inf comd - Col KUSUNO Sewaso, Pils Bn
comd = Lt=Col KUWADA, Shire.

5. The bn consisted of & rifle coys, one MG coy and bn gun pl; the MG
coy had 8-=7.7mm MGs and the bn gun pl to which the PW belonged
consisted of 60 men and one bn gun(70mm). The PV had seen 3 mountan
guns, but thought they belonged to main arty unit which he believed
had followed then.

6. He had been to the HQ of Gen HORII for supplies, but could not say
where 1t was., p

3 ~
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7.At this time the food ran out, many were sick and others had died,
although more had died from wounds than sickness. PW developed
malaria and on third day of retreat was unable to keep up with the
main body and fell behind, when he was captured; others who were
sick returned on stretchers.

8.He had no knowledge ©6f the plans for withdrawal, and could not say
where the main body had withdrawn to.

9.,The prisoner stated he did not wish to return to JAPAN, and did
not care if he was killed, although never actually told he would
be killed if captured.

10.No knowledge of any General higher than HORII, and thought the
supreme cond was an adniral, Some naval tps at SALAMAUA and RABAUL
but knew nothing of Army tps.

11.Divs have been aholished, they are all units now, but did not know
of any because they are all secret, (PW stated ZENTSUJI is own div.)
No knowledge of "TATE™ and thought 8417 was used to denote unit
when communicating with each other. The 144 Regt and 55 Div is now
o4 unit.

12.A11 gas eqpt was considered too heavy and left at RABAUL.PW had
gsome training in C.W.before leaving JAPAN., They did not bring flame
throwers o® "Tomny" guns and PW had no knowledge of bullet-proof
vests. Captured eqrt was not used because theylmd their own,

g — e p — e —
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T OF INTERROGATION OF JAP

REPOR

By L :

- HGQ, MILEE FORCE
Z Sep,42.

-
E’ﬂ : SAXKAKI, MTIICRU,
~ ’

PLACE 0F QAPTURB: LILINI AREA.
RANE! Pte.
UNIT: XURE No., 5 SPECIAL LANDING FORCE ( HAYASHI UNIT ).

UNIT COMDRg: LT-G0L. (Naval Comdt) HAYASHI
COY COUDR,¢ TPAUCHI ,HEICHI. |

 BL_GOMDR § HOVURA, SOHICHIRO

. AGE: 37 years,

R \BIRTH FLACE! YAMAGUUHI KEN.

| @tandard of education: PRIMARY SCHOOLe

GALL UP FOR SERVICE t 23 Oct. 1942 at KURBE.

P.Ws left TAPAW on 10 August on the HAKOSAKI MARU in
gompany with 400 men, comprising the HAYASHI unites They arrived *a._t RABAUL
on 19?{2(}?) Auz and left again on 269 Aug. by the WALKAL MARU arriving
at RABI on 27% (28%?) Aug. about 190 or 2000 hrs, He thiuks another pariy
of approx 200 men landed earlier, but is not sure, and cannot remember the
neme of the Unit, having heard it only onces Coolies also were landed ,
but he does not know the numbers |

: The 400 men on board the NAUKAI MARU comprised 2 Coyse In
each company there were 3 Rifle Pls and 1 M.Gs Pl 6 L.i.G's and 8 Hai,G'8S 4
were broughtes There were 2 light tenks on board, but no Arty-or anti-tank
guns., The NAVKAI MARU was escorted by one destroyer, which went aheads
P.W. saw no other ships in the convoye

| The men were landed in 7 barges, eash taking 50 or §0 men,
There were only about 8 casualties during the landing, due to J,& firse.

The NANKAI MARU was bombed but not hite

Yo Arnmy versonnel were landed, In P.W,'s opinion the entire .
force Was a2 naval landing partys He heard that reinfoxcements had been
landed, but did not know exactly when nor how many,

P, W, stated that in his opinion the main Body ol his_unit |
' wes evacuated  on the night 5/6 Sep after darks P.Ws along with 3 friends
became detached from the main partys After the ava-ni;ng‘meiil! P W, Tell
1 asleep and, on awakening, found that he had been left Dehind alone, He
| gays that, althouzh he cannot Say lor sure that the main body went on
board ship, it is the only explanation he can give for their hasty departe.
! uree, He thinks his friends caught up with the main body, but as he had
| sore feet, he could not manage it, ‘

Food, he stoted, was beginning to run short and gcasualties
had been heavye He could not estirate thelir nuubers

P.W. stated thet he had received very lff.'l‘.tl&_ training,
_having been called up on 23 Oct 1941ls He had rifle tralining ORNlY e

He stated that, although he had not been long in actiong
he was =lready twar weary® end was anxious to return to JAPAN ?&:9 his
familye Many of-his friends felt the seme way due %o their failure in |
this operation, 2 |

Of numbers of troops and names of Commanders at RABAUL, ~
1 P.We knew nothings

'

i L}
e -y 3
™
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5. FPOJITA, SHIGSHI
Gq¢ PAEARKT, HISAQ
| UCHINO, TOSHIROU
8. TSUTA,  AKIRA,
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| hoatemﬂarm about a1l nisht, »re a‘hauh'ttmw

- 19LAID at dawn on While tho m:ly woundod rested wmdier - mﬁ
‘racEy theminﬂnrwntwhtath&mﬁdmhmﬂﬂt ‘The -
:mt:wa engounterad were Lirsets a 11tt1e afrald, But later fave Merl

4 tho pavty some food, » BARUC statas inat qum

; pw of natives gave him wp o Aust $200p8).

l mmm;ormmmmnmmnn,-put%
| into gmall groups and wen$ uwp into ilie munhm in sgaren of food, Thoo
m—almmbleﬂ an the beach after dark. later, dus io at:m oY 4 Our S g
¢ the party withderew into tha mowmtaing, | &

Tho svevivoes froa the YAIGI had mithar wamt, m-a_,,, meN, .
supplice nor 3.?/!.' egu:lment. |

)
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. | mos? smcnsr

l-f- I.8.

alands
resl

At outhreak of the war was at some Coral
with 5 other

“ |
An? e - YAYOIL procecded In

several

]
't

:
b
T

the others on the
It is not clear whethsy
the island or not, but In

:
E
b

behind @ tree, and was
coume's? Sorstasaation. Fook
inmow of thelr lanling.
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NMOST SECREET
- ’ ‘."I.".‘

8 %ot 42.
Subject : CONSOLIDATED IRTERROGATION REPORT ¥O 1
HEISTORY oF "YA

YAYOI was attacisd to the 4th on before the outbreak of War.
time of she was under the command of the
at SASEBO on 0. Sober, 1940, Salled for South
nuﬂ;mwm wmimmh

anhmormmmntmmm.muy in

oﬂunammm nm;m:- wi
other destroyers.for WAEKE ISIAFRD; returned to on

encountering hostile aircraft,

She then trel duties until lst August 1942 when she
returned SASEBO a ree-fit, After docking she salled for RABAUL
for convoy dutles calling at SAIPAN em romts,

mtnuﬁl - in company with MUTSUKI when the latter was sunke.
It was sta that was sunk en route to TULAGI in company with

" (xor

ptured
cates that the KINRYU MARU left GUAN 1
42 when mesbers of the YASUDA UNIT, YOKOSUKA
Yo 5 S.L.U., to J

a2 few unidentifled
":pmuum

SINEING OF YAYOI

YAYCI was attacked aireraft url: afternoon 1l September, 1942
mumumh:mru -w.h-'m-

shipe. ntmmum
80°of the orew were

to all
ble teo take
The two boats each contained a
these rowed. The bosts became separated
NORMANBY ISLAND. An exception was HANANAEA
at the time of the attack, e secured a 11f
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also OHIRA .

“WW T One P.¥. stated that the
commander of the o

| a Lt, Commander, had also landed,
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W3S ULTINMATELY BPRRENPED BT 11106 E N/ISSION . E BHL2 127
HilS PeSSESSIoN RPISTOL By wWAHES DRESSENN BN FonrcCE
UNIEORM ., T HE FrRiSoNEI? WHS PotLrr & BN HeELr vt ,CoviD
SPERK B irree ENCLISKH, PNY BPPERIED TO e INTELU ICENT
o & N!ENTHJN&‘}) M2 VINEG

IN THIS v I 7 € M TRRE N Pro

2T 1A OPERRTY
SRS e Stere Asneyl masime o TER
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56 oot 4.

an - Thewt MEAKE P.N. I
Liout TWNRAS P.O.
e M- m Aske

2, Rrief Wistowy of Noyewents -
sovegments were wn&manum

CoRBSquantly had %o be sonducwed tarough P ¥ 16)

i throungh P¥ No 13.)
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