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VARIEIAN SAMU VALIEY CAMPATGN,

2/16 Auwt Inf Bn,
from158ep 4 « 5 Jan 44,

Compdled by 27 Infelligence Section,
Battalion stremgth as at 15 Sep 43,
offye 32
OR'S 9758

Mh“ﬁhﬂﬂm*ﬂhh.mol Group.
offrs &
OR%S &3

The fourth cempaign of the 2/16 Bn o;ened on 15 Sep 43 et 0630 lrs when advence
elenents comsisting of A Coy, 17 Coy,and attalion Headqusrters emplaned
at DIR.IDS *drome for NADZAB on lower MARKIAN VALLEY, ' .

At 2200 lrs 14 Sepythese troops had besn taking part in e treiming esercise
neer FORT HORESBY, 10 hours later they were marehing from No 2 aireirip NADZAD
ﬁmnmmmammm“u-‘mﬁuu
attack,
ueh“anuﬂot-GMdhm‘of%m.

Mummnwumummmm RIS
% is 27 eir miles fram LAZ, b s
mnnummaﬁmwnmm@um
| action racing esstwards towanis L.E, 9 Div = seaborne - were also in action ;\
whmumummummthw \H
conlitions delayed on o flight and the third flight when almeet in eight of N
1D ABgms ordered fo mﬂhmmmamamimuwow
HUON GULF, The secomd party emplaned at JACKSON'S DROE and the thind et WATS
DRGE,
mnnmmmwummmh-u“mn
WACS CAMPgllorth of WDZAB, Tt was not until ammmwm
had reascembled there,
n-mmwmammumuom-\(
Sor te battalion to ccoupy the area Uest of WDZAD in o jrotective role,
mmuMu-mummnnﬁmsm
| uuuzmmwwam)unm-w]mm:u
\ mwwmxhlﬂh"dmmmkl_mm |
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" 1ess { BC D coys ) which bad not yet arrived from NORESDY, wes
ordered %o move t@ YALD,
BHQ ¢ Aanil HQ Coys moved off et 1030 lrs 16 Sep along the madn road
IHDZAD « LAE and srrived at YALU at 1515 lrs, B Coy errived at lo 2 strip

mﬂnpwmmmmm)wwwwum

mm.-mw
nmmdqutmﬂwﬂum a8 ¥ O C was placed dn

support of tho tattalion,
ummnuoumu-mnmmahm-mu

mmmmunsmmm“nm1
--mnmmmmmhmummm
MﬂMthmthm-Mnm

anl reached mumummum(cwume‘pnmm
thMhﬁmﬁMux}mm)

3
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO21191



sending arned mative patrols dowm the MARIGIAM RIVER, The report also stated
that the eneny were constructing a bridge over the HNorthern reeches of the NI
AIVER pear foothills of the "IMISTERRE RANGES,

0n the morning of 20 Sep furtier information was received that
mimmmmmuqmuﬁ-mm
of [ATAFIT, 120 Japs wore reported killed,

During the morning of 20 Sep and night 20,21 Sepgensuy bombers escorted by
fighters wore again over I/DZAB area, No 2 strip ws bombed but little damngo wno
done, There wore mo casuslties, |

Coy Commnders conference was Leld at 0550 hre andl215 lrs 21 Sep, Inforvation
as af 1700 hre 20 Sep was 3

1, Captured eneny docurents contained reports of movememt of one Jap battalion
through NARATASA o KINANTU, | |

2, Eneny forces estimaled at S00 bnd been drivem from EAIAPIT, Heavy ces -
ualties had Deen inflicted om the enemy,It was considered that the survivore had
withiramn o ostablish their IN%s in the vieinmdty of NARUAFEI, |

3¢ 2/6 Independent Squadron with one coy of PAFUAN Infantry were established
ab KATAPIT,Thoir petrols = bad recconnoitred Weet as far as LANIANG RIVER
without making conbact,

4, /n eir strip was in cowrse of construction at XATIAPIT,It was expected
to be ready for alr trameport Ly 1200 lre 21 Sep. |

ordors wore thet 21 nde would concentrate in FAIAPIT es soon a8 possible alte
the air strip was ready,

2/16 Bn was ondered to capture LARAUASAgexploit to AROFAGAN CTEEK emd hold
ground Ueet of MARATUASA,

A this otago in tho operations 2/27 Dm were still in reserve at FORT NOMESE

By 1722 hre 21 Sep The C 0 and D Coy bnd landed ef EATAPIT by adr, D Coy's
task was dofence of the air etrip, \:

The remainder of the bedtalion moved to lio 1 strip for eir movewent to
RALWPIT on the following morning.Jerrying of troops by transport planes contimued
turoughout the morning 22 Sepe It

it this stage the Ble or up comsisted of ¢

2/16 m (EATAFIT) ; N

2/14 mn (WD 24) ' , i

2/27 2o (MORESDY) 114 A\

2/6 Independomd Squadron a 'H”;.

B Coy Papusn Inf Bn (1ees 1 pl ) N\ \

- | |
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1 Detactment 5 D C (1 offr and 15 o r's)

1 Dotachment Cun Tramsport Coy (4 Jeops and tredlers)
Inj DUCHATEL (ANGAU) |

Engineer "occe Farty

N I8 I interproter

ANGAL native carriers

By 1300 lrs 3/16 Bn Imd concentrated in area of FAIAFIT VILIAGE forming
mwmnmmummumuwum |
establiched in the mission building in the high spur overlooking he village frem
the North, _

By 1800 Irsythe bettalion had advonced o the -ANIAND “IVER aroa 779015
(GNCA 1 & 63360 ) with the intendion of moving on to tho UMI RIVER af firet light
23 Sep. This march entadled crossing the vany clnmmels of the MANTANG RIVER spreed
over a tofal weadth of approxiongly 2000 yards,

A message from 21 Dde received at o200 hrs 23 Sep cancelled this plan, The
battalion was ordered to remin ef the LANIANG position wntil native carriers
could be reinforced.A petrol of pl strength was howevers ordered forvend fo make &
recomnaicgance of the UMI croseing - Lej DUCIATEL to supply metive guides,

LS WALLDER with 12 Plglightly equippedgmoved out ot 0530 hrs 23 Sep to carry
out this task,

A second - patrol unier Cpl BIOGIFIELD C Coyy moved out et the same $ime for
about 600 yards N B of the MANIANG RIVER perimeter, The patrol returned et 0730 krs.
with the inforsation tia$ 3 wwoeupied pdll bozes had beem located,

A third potrol was sent out at 0730 lrs on the same bearing to travel 800 yamds
beyond ©ho point reached by Cpl BIOOIFIZID, They rejorted further wnocoupied pill
Mﬂmnihihmmwmwl-w
to cover ho witidravel of the emssy to tie WNT , Al

At 0735 ire I& WALIDER veporbed mmmmcmum-}m)
that 6 en iad been detached to patrol 5 W ethm..m-n--u-\
pushing on towards the BT VIR,

mmwnmmmmm“um&b
YAPATS RIVER fownrds NARUAFIM o A patrol %o ummnmmaaupu- \
comrend Lt 5COTT verified this report that the YAPATS was clear, |

mmmummmmmmmmmn"h
troops along the YATT RIVER $o MARARASA, i€ 0900 hrs, 10 B25°s passed over the
tattalion position headdng N ¥ towards MRAUASA $o bomb snd sirale ) along the

Muumauwummmmnm
-mm“ﬂmmmmlﬁu.
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u-utum;wamnnmmmnmuuhmm

for the nigd 23/2% Sep.
N rufommtion svailable at a Compeny Comaniers conference at the YAMTS at

1630 hws 23 Sep s $hat the encmy forces in the UARGIAN had been idemtified es

3 Bn 58 Regh 1089 ane Goy ammihilated et KAIAPIT, The ememy plan was also knowa,
78 Regt was to concentrate at MARAWASA by 25 Sep end advance on K ALAPIT, later
TR reports disproved earlier reports (0755 lrs) that emsuy bad witidrewm beyond
maummmmﬁﬂ-“w“m
The plemp wes also fired on from WAUAPWM = Norih of SAGERAK, Furtier to thece

T/ veports 2/6 Inlopendent Squadron patrols sigitel 6 Juys mear COT0 UNIZ

the rate of 60 mem per hour,
12 F1 (1% WALIDER) erossed the (MI covered by 17 F1 (L& MGCULLOUGH) which
1od moved forward o support 12 Pl et dhe I, 17 P1 then crossed and followed
North tomrds SAGERAX, 13 Fl wes them given the task of holding the NI erossing

Mﬂqmﬁmhmm'oﬂndm’uﬂ” |
until 1300 bre sad tlem rejoin C Coy. The combined patrol contacted & purty of
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daﬁﬂ approx 1300 s, 1 mam from C Coy was wounded, Ouwr patrol withirew
end rojoined C coy the following day 25 Sep,

The batialion was now advencing to the I, By 1230 lrsy B snd C Coys wore acros
B Coy moved forward to Jjoin 12 and 17 P1o on the high growd covering SAGERAX and
C Cay were resporsible for plcketing the high ground betsen the (T ercesing and
SAGIRAR,

The UMI was rising fest and considerable dilficulty was oncountered in mowving
the Lattalion across , The ploneer plstoon did yeomen service in mamning the ropey
mhm“ummmmmux’am
“bounced” their way ecross the fest flowing stream was e source of wonler and envy
to troops battliing inch by inch along the rope,

Rubter boats were tried at this stage with litile success, They wereshowever,
used to adventace later,

Hows wno recoived at 1145 lre 2% Sep that 12 Fl Lad walked into 10 fire hut
that 2 uorter fire Iad caused the enemy %o withdrew, lLater 17 rl also condacted
strong emeny positions butwithires unler cover of 2  murtar emoke.

10 F1 (Lt DINC/N) wms overlooking SAGERAK by 1440 lwe and was pushing on with
13 P1 4n support. By 1700 kre 10 F1 had mede contact and Lt DUNCAN hed beem wounded
by & endper,

B Coy was ordered by the C 0 to rommin on the high ground overlooking SAGERAK,
Thoy were $o keep up harassing fire during the might end prepare to attack the
viliage the next morning, |

By 2000 bys the battalion iad comploted the UNI crossing end wes moving towards
SAGRRAK, |

At 2030 Irs orders were received from 21 e for 3,16 Mn to Wresk contact with
the eneuy and withira. btack across the UMI to the old positions on the YAFAT RIVER,

vithirewnl commenced at 0300 hre 25 Sepe 11,F1 (Lt CROEIE) was left as o staml
-ing patrel on high grourd overlooking SAGERAK, AL

Reerodeing te M in the dark rresented considerable diff 5 bt again
with thshesistence of the rdomeer platoan the orossing we campleted by
without casunltien, | | 4

A parisster defence ws talen up beck beyond the YATATS end NANIANG RIVERS ad
821 908 (ARI 1 3 G3860). .-

mummwwnpo-mmi}m

' hwe 25 Sep ws timd 57 DIV - approx 1500 $roope- frem SALAIDUA Were moving dow
from SI0 or DOANA, 20 DIV were expected to mnhmmduhiq. "'\

wmmnnmmwummmw-t |

—
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- might, The Jags left doouments, diarid, medical stores an! all equiment except
riflose |
Lt FRA IR of U 3 Engineers moved from SAGIRAK with a C Coy rotective patrol
to re comnoitre & suitable laniing etrip, He reported having pegged out a sito
which only required 4 lwe lsbour $o £it it for the landing of tremsport planes,
on 26 5 epy 2/16 Mn withirew further to talke up & defensive position about
1400 yards from KAIAPIT at 838903 (ONGA 1 & 63360 ) |
A patrol from D Coy reported RUMU unoccupied, Other patrdls North axd South
along the MANJANG RIVER found no treces of the enemy,
Reporis from native sources on 27 Sep indicated timl Japs were moving tack
. from HARUAFR through WANKIN, The tattalion was ordered to alvance again as far es
m:mmuﬁwmm.m“umwmmasﬁ
28 Sep 4 and C Coys moved ahead of the beftalion %o the LI, A Coy orossed
on this occasiom in 8 minutes exd formed a iridgehead to cover the crossing of the
rest of the lattalion, C Coy occupded SAGERAK and at 1310 lvs puwshed forward a
patrol under 1$ BREMER o clear and hold ANTIGIUAN and MARINGGUSIN, This patrol
mummhtmmuwnmmq‘
enecy end thet the treck SACERAK «LURIIGGISIN was suilable for jeep Wrafiic.
mmmﬁmshmmmuwm
mnmmhwwnmmrcmmm)mmf
A% 0630 hys 29 Sep the iattalion sdvanced deployed from SAGERAX through
mmumum;w—mmnmmm}m
1 ¢+ 63360 )»
-lﬂum”wﬂ.'!ml’-am~mw
n-mn-wcfhm-n-.wammmu“m,
ammzingly flat river besin approx five mile wide with no feature to Wreak the X
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lome tree barely sufficient to abade DI, The tatialion had no alternative
but to push on o forn & perimeter in tie South bank of the RANU,The line of maveh
pessed by a ermshad P 38, later information was that the pilot had baled out amd
~ bad beem rescued by & Plper Cub plane,

 During 30 Sep a U 5 soldier with o war dog sttached himself to NI} and
accompanied them along the RAMU for several days,

I was a conplete swrprise to most of the bettalion to learn that during the
daye march - actually just before reaching ARIFAGAN CREEX = they had crossed the
divide bot.eem the NARKHAM end RAMU river tasins, The divide wms impossible €0 pin
‘poin® on the grownd as the gradienis wore imperceptible, T™w only visible indicatio
that a divide had been crossed was that rivers now floving in the opposite directic
from the NARKHAU dradnsge tasin, |

(The area of /RIFAGAN CREEE was later solected as a site for a ighter strip
and developed under the name of CUSAP sirip becars wellimown ag & base for olr
operations im the NANU and FIMIISTNARES,

Atk this stage (30 Sep) the mitalion was well ahead of ifs supply colums
so rations had to be dropped from DOUCEAS air transports that evening anxd the
follo-ing morning,

This wmas the firet time that supp y colums hal been - wmble to keop
dally or two dally contact with the batialion, Up o this ¢ime troops had beem
living on hard rations supplemenied by 9 oet potatoes,taro,pmwpaus,miive
tomatoes end bemanas obtained in genmsrous quantities I{ram desorted mative gnrdems,

liaj Con VASEY landed in & Cub Moth mear the RAMD RIVER late 30 Sep and visited
tio battalion, |

4% 1100 lxs 1 Octy LS WHITE with 9 Pl patrolled forward to the GUSAP RIVER,
" The babtalion followed at 1430 hrs o reach a bivousc erea Scuth of the GUSAP

464244 at 1700 hre (FININTECU 1 33 63360 )

Fron this ares it was an easy march (3 br) the following morning 2 Ost to
establish a tridgeheal across the CUS/P, Dngineers imediately commemced the
construction of a bridge across ., _

During the mornings march o ressege picied up on the treck from Lt DUIBIEA
2/7 suet Indepenient Squadrem stated thet his patrol bad paseed through DM
and DOP/RIFUIN exnd that ¢he Japs Ind loft om 28 Sep, lis intention wes %o move
to DIRTU via EAIGULAN,

A wnmm-tmmnwummu\?-o
 &ho air strip, The Coy oroosed TUNKAAT RIVER and hemrd firing from a elwp of
timber 100G jands to thedr fromt. It was found later thnt a party of Jape had
fired on a patrol from 2/7 Independent Squadron ettempting to cross the By
1630 bre 2/7 Indepeniont Squadron was moving around the right flank to oub of

/
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- e eneny withimoad and A Coy (7 P1 leading ) wore moving in to attack, A
Coy veported She timber clear by 1735 hrs, 6 enscy were reported killed, Our
casunliies were one killed, Durdng tio attack Lt W.TTS, 7 Pl Cocmmnder
decapitated a Jup with & sword he picked up,: Coy did mot reach their objective
that evening, - |

Information o hand on morning of 3 Oct was that tho Jap road head had beem
pushed South as far as NANFUM 8o A Coy were ordered to push on and Gomplste thedr
task of occoupying KAIGULAN and eenl patrols forward fo WANPUN, This petrol lsd by L$
BUCHANAN returned to A Coy bese at 1917 hrs with the report tiat the villags wms
woocupieds A% 1100 ks the same day (3 0ot ) It ERRMER with 34 P1 wms given the

Close %o NAMAPUT the leading scouts ware fired on and one man killed,

14 Pl dmedistely attacked driving the swrviving ememy out of the willage imto
ﬁmum;mlmnhadwﬂamﬁ-
cagualties were 14 killed, IdemBiioations wore secured from emeny dead ami the
patrol returned to tase, Cpl H:RRISacting pl sgt was later awarded $he M M for ocut-
stanling cpurage and leadership in this attack, Whem Lf, DRIMER was wounded Cpl
HARRIS $ook over coaumd of the platoon andgalthough - woundad gearried on
with tlw attack end later covered the withirawal of the strotcher party,

Hext morning 4 oct at 0815 lrs the tattalion moved from the GUS/P townpis
DUIFH, The SURINAM RIVER was croseed without opposition and e porimeter delemco forn
on the North bank at 1513 lnw, 18 P1 under L SCOTT moved forward at 1530 lve to
clear DIMFU, By prearranged sigml €the platoom indicated that the village was
ocoupisd by the ensmy, The remmining two pls under ImJ, SRINCTON OC D Coyy moved
W for a cupany atiack, Th enony withirew howover withoul firing a shot amd D Coy

~ were in cocupation by 1725 hre 4 oct, Ome Jap ofragzler wms killed, Defore withe
drowing the enscy burnt allhuts, umntitiss of fool selothing and swumition
' wore captured, An examimtion of lstrine pits indisated mt dysentery we rife
among the mmwmmmummmwmu
morele through sicimeca,

By 1200 hrs 5 oot the battalion had concentrated at DUIPU and were
mmmmnmm--«um%
uﬁhhwﬁmuu-mm“nwmh
lightly coloured lap-lage while newly washed JO% wore drying,

uaje DUCHATEL with a profective patrol firom 10 Pl moved out at 1730 hrs %o
reccommwitre possible landing strips , Ho roported surveying e suitable area 2000
yards long which could be made ready for use by 0900 hre 6 oot,

\n
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DIRFU wae destined to be of major tactival importence in the later stages of
tho carpaign, The primary object of the current oporaticns lad boem to clear the

~ enemy fron the valley and establish (and protect) & fighter strip es o mse for eir

 operations agadnst BOGDIN end MDANG on the North Coast of MEW CUDNEA,

s figer strip ws already in process of development ab OUBAP and the role
of 21 76 now we $o aseist in 1o protection, Tids would emtedl taking up defensive
mm«rmunmmmn-ﬂummm—
an air supply point wes vital - anl even more So 4 later atdempis were to e tude
agadnst the Jup road head at DAROINA atout 34 miles awey,

DUIFU area 3000 yards East of the RANMU RIVER emd South of the URIA RIVER wne
ddeally situated to provide this vital air supply point, |
. ratrolling was active fram DUMFU Wt no contects wore made, One patrol returned
1aden with Zebu steaks, The epirit in which the steak was tackled wes willing enough
tut on this oceasion the flesh wms far oo strong.

nan)nmuMcmmmnhn-
LAS o8 GEIST6 (PULFU 1 » 63360) by 1600 e 6 Oot, The LAES were npjrex 2000 foet
alove sea Jovel in the foot:d1s of the FIRNSTIRAES, A staniing patvol was min fadne
in this area by sucoe Sive platoons until 13 oct,

e M moved into DIFU aml 2/16 Bn received orders &% 1130 hws 6 0ct o move

froch butter and frosh meat following so wore made welcome,

The C 0 and Coy Comand ro Joit at 0900 lre 7 0ot €o rectonnoitre a tatialion
defemsive position st EEINI, By 1130 hrs the tattalion had moved forward and wore
digging perimoter de’ences,

wmmmmmmummumwhu
two days the batialion provided large working parties to sseist in improvements o Ul
the DIMPH adr etrip,. |

Nows was received from 21 Bde ab 1400 hre timt 2/27 patrols had comtacted 8
Jape at Key Point 4 in the FIMISTERE RANGES,

on 8 Oct o ratrols were semt out from BEDEI , No 1 patrolgled by WO 11 YOUNG
moved Mordh of © .  IEEET dnto the hills and established am O P at 678595 (
(CREFU 1 s 63360) i)

Sgbe 1ETHIEAN took out patrol Mo 2 as a fighting patrol but did nob mke comtact

;mtmpmnxurmmmm-orumm
with observation over the walley from GUSAP to 2 miles beyond BEIEI and of part of
the TARIA VALIZY, They lad also found evidence that the o P bad been occupded

mmmmummmmhmmm_
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|  kmown a9 IERT'S FOST,
N\ Een Enecy siragglers stusbled anto O Coy perimeter at BEZT on might 8/9 Oe
They escaped in the darimess, Cue zan from D coy was wounded,

 YOUNG'S © P reported 9 0ot that an unidentified patrol hiad boen seen st o70
 hrs on & festure sbout 1200 yards lorth of their position, 1t Mo CULLOUGH with
patrol No 3 moved out from IEDEI through YOWNGYS POST o investigate,At 1120 hv
9 oot LS Me CULLOUGH reached the O P, Ho estimated it would take tie patrol 4 davs
ton.ﬁhpdﬂn_&dtburuihm-uwﬂm.
One “pur was almost perpendicujar and it was inpractical $o move aroundthe {lank

. Seon after loaving YOUNG'S O Py patrol No 3 located & Jap Coy defensive -
position vacated ebout 4 days ;revicusly, '
At DEISI Coys were inmstructed tp maintain listening posts at might spprox
200 yards forward of their Coy positions, rositicmswore mot - to bo coSupisd
un$dl 1900 hrs emd digging to be complete by 2000 lrs, +% this stage of the
canpaigngmeleria was rife throughout 21 Xe {roops.le fever was responsible for
a high rate of casunliies and was giving cause for alern to unit commnlors,

The ndfid 9/10 Oct was wnovewiful,

lio 3 pa rol on 10 0ot reported very olow progress, [erruin was particularl
rough anl so steop that much of the climding hal to be done on lands and imees,
They were (ired on from & featurs later known as DOI'S POST,

Lt Mo CULIOUGH ssiked permission to attack but wes instructed to atfack
caly sumll enany posts. it 1410 hre the patrol was ondeavouring fo outflank the
Jap position, /% 1440 they wore in thick jungle wnable fo observe, Under orders
B from the C Ogthe patrol withirew to & position scon o be known as EERT'S POST

about 500 yarde N ¥ of YOUNG'S O P, Cpl COLLINGOM attaghed to the pairol fron
the Intelligence Section wno semt baok from this position with 2 0Rs to HR wil
ell available inforvadion about the ensuye |

Restricted patrolling wes carried out om 11 Oct, Vo 3 palrol was again
making limited rrogress towards ememy positions, A 0915 hrs Oct 12 1t
M CULLOUGH reported lack to MR leaving Opl AITIER in charge fo bring the patw!
back,

Lt ADERECH ded established amother 0 P at MIAS HILL by 1400 rs and S¢
BATES in charge of @ rocce patrol was investigating a reported road im the
“ummmmm-mwnnuﬂuonthe
m—mwummmﬂmummumw—
a now task to Teces a route from thore to the IENE RIVE,

3ack et MEILapt WAIGHT had moved emroute to KUMBARUM by 1755 s €o

A
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- protect 54 Bty 2/4 Field Regt aArty, This necessitatod altering battalion
ddspositions to form a perimeter with 3 remmining rifle Coys enl IX Coy support
troops. | |

In the late aftornoon & perty from the Pn L O B Growp im NOTESSY arrived at
BEREI, Their well fed and well clad eppearance occasioned mch good metured
commant,

MMHSMM&

Next day 13 oet at 1200 lrpytle Mn received a waming order $o prepave to
move o JOHIS KNOLL area to relieve 2/ 7 B which had been engeoed in heavy fichiing
for 36 kre.Af 1330 the tn was moving in order of mareh - B HQ C A ) end D Coyo,
By 1900 hrs the heed of the colum reached GUYS POST,

Patrols operating from INIEI had beem recalled and & gulde wao laft €0 Wring -
them along behind the Pn, Thoy hed all reported inm to CUYS POST by 2400 hwe 13/14
ook,

3 At GUYS POST information was received that the 2/27 Bn had boem heewily counter
attacked on 12 0ot by Jap forcee supported by mountain gun fire, ttack aftor attack

was drivem off until the eneny fimally wiithdrew, ‘nemy casualiiee were estimated at
150 killed,0m 14 Oot the Bn moved mp from GUYS FOST at 6630 hre enld had taken wp

e dolfensive position on JOHIS INOLL by 1400 hre with D Coy forvamd,A Coy estride
the Jep L of Cand C Coy with BiQ 300 yards to their rear, B end I} Coys wore
further besk protecting D Fehelom and the native corriers camp, Stemding patrols
wero established the de-mmdnwa

EEVERIDGES POST ref
n-umnunmr mhmamdxmmamm

mwmmunndmwwmmhm
3 Coy unier Cayh ATKTWBON moved out a$ 0900 lws to imvestigate reports of =
possille Jap L of C 2000 yerds North of Bn positions,They reached feature6000 at
an actusl altitule of 4000 foot end found that it gave excellemt observation of the
FARIA RIVER, Here thoy emtered a heavy rain foreot but were umable $o find any Jap
LofC . g
The petrol returned to tase at 155 kre 15 0ot to report no signs of Jags or
their tracis in area HE of feature 6000 e |
nmmumm“mwnmnuwmu
oﬂ.‘hunﬂhh:ﬁmnﬂndhuﬂﬂum
mnhu.mrnoqhmmpummmmm:ﬂgmj
on the forwmd 8lops of the knoll in ax umsuccecoful attenpt to flash spob the
yocation of the eneny mountadn gun,Tho arty O P wes thon moved forwrd about 500
yerds adong o ridge ruming Wost of D Coy poeltion, A protestive petrel of 1 100
and 6 oRe wao attacked to B F O 0 o

lI
/
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Lt DUCHANAN with € F1 was sent forward im the direction ofthe PARTA junetion
with orders fo contact the ememy and bring mck a prisomer for itentification and
information, ™e patrol made comtact about 1000 ydsout, The emsmy withdrew leaving
S dead, These were ldentified as 78 "egt and conirmed reports from 21 Die that
elenonis of 78 negl ware opposed {o our forces in the “ANIA RIVSR eree,

4% 1750 s A Coy took over forvexd position from D Coy who were placed in
reserve ready to move out to “ARIA JUNCTION by firet 1izht the folloving morning 17
octe

fhe
D Coy moved out at 0545 hrs 17 Oct fo engage, emenmy contacted along RARIA RIVER 1t

by 8 Pl By 1230 they had reached the village ref 709639 (DIR'U SIEST) without
mhwhm-lthwhﬂuﬁwm“c
holes and woll bullt umkerse'n old Jep ariy O F was located om & spur 200 yards Enst
of tho treck just doyond the vill age,

ono platoom (Sgt LONGHAN) moved dowm the trmsk and contacted enemy in & small

) village overlooking MATNSTREAN ref 709635, 2 Japs were killed,0ur casulties were
2 womded,

The platoon was them withdrewm $0 a coy delemsive position overlooking the vill
age vef 709639 (DUNrU 1 3 63360 )

Yext morning 18 oOet 17 P1 (1% MeCULIOUCH) moved forwmud to MAINSTRSAN, By 0930
lrs ceninct had Leem made again with the enemy in that area, Eneuy casualiles were
1 k1lsd,Our cesualtios were 1 killed 1 wounded, |

€ coy were ordered %o relieve D Coy &t the FARIA JUNCTION om 19 Oct, or the
reainder of the pericd the tetialion occupied JOINS KNOLL ereageach rifle coy in
succession spent a tiree-day tour of duty at this forwvard tmoe.it firete standing rats

~ rol of a platoon strength wns maintained forsard at the junction PARIA MAINSTREAM
from  f£irst 1ight o 1830 hrs dally, later platooms meinteined & 24 lv standing
patrol on the ridge overlooking the villnge aml “island” at the Jumctiom,

D Coy wove relieved by C Coy st 1200kwe 19 Oote 13 Pl (LS AIDERSCN) 4n position
at the forward river crossing observed 3 Japs approaching = log bridge meross the
FARIA, Theywere fired on and two were killed, During the moxt two days 20 aml 21
oet .13 P1 covered by 14 rl on the ridge sbove LATNSTREAN made two unsuctessful
attenpts %o contact the emeny by moving around the right flank, |

During the night 19/20 Qoty 14 Pl mede en unsuococsiul attecpt to move around
fo high ground on the left flank of the forward pos. tion,They wers fired on from the
FIATEAU pef 601611 on HIMZ RIDGE and returned to thelr base, _

A% 1000 Izs 20 Dot Phe 1SR crossed MAINSTREAN and returned to report the
ISLAID and timber boyond clear of the eneny,ls brought beck en LMG which bad Dbeen
atendoned by 17 Pl when they bnd beem forced to withiruw imck ecross the river on
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8 ooty

1t CHITS led & patrol fram JOINS XNOLL on 21 0ot to investigate the PIATEAU
bul the eneny had withiromm over night,

13 Pl zade & fur thor attempt to malo cantact arownd the right flmnk on 22 Oet
From high ground on right thoy moved Lack ftowmrds the ereek Junotion on far side of
MATNS TREAN, At 1000 hre $hey eaze under heavy fire from well sighted ener§ 12Us,
They wore aseisted in witldrews) by divernionery fire from 14 T1 overlooking the
ISLAND end Dy smoke ladd by 5¢ Dty 2/8 rield Regh, Our casusliies were 1 missing
(1ater reported iilled)y? died of wounds and L$ AIDIRSON wamded,

om 20 Oot and 22 oct WO 11 MORATS led petvols tirough the forward positions $o—
wards KABKIRIO with the object of reccommoitring & possible routs well ercund $o the
right flank tomurds $ho SAODIE, Very 1ittle information was obtained by the first
patrol through lack of time, The Sscond - & oraller tiree day patrol roturnsd at
1900 Jwe . ih informntlon tiat Jups 2ad beem observed digging defemsive positions
on the rising growd weoll behind the “ARIA erem,
- A Coy relieved C Coy 22 0oty Fatrolling forward and fo the right was continued
All padrols from this forward base were forced to move out towarde the right flank,
To tho 1ef% the almoet precip itous lower elopen of SHAGOY RIDGE cammndod by well
placed Jap pill bozes with olservation ovor the tare slopessthe FARTAGUATISTREAN

——— - . il W e e—— . .! . !lﬂ .I !d‘l-

This party canged

sPpréciable Casuslties to the
Murphy contimed the attack until ordered s witgﬂiz: Cpl
T DD DUVLAUEE W 1 i W VR e

tdzber on the Horth bank, Whils cressing the island they wore fired on from Sonceale!
mmmnm.m-nn-muﬁummu;
FARIA o During the witlirewal Sgt, JOHNSTOIE was killed . Cpl MUFHY took charge
and the pevity withirew lLack across the river, Cpl MUFHY e later ammpded a tar $o
bis N3 for his coolness and lesdorshdp in extricating the two soctions from a
diffiould situation, our casualiies were 1 killsd, 3 missing and 8 wounded, OF the
Wmmwammmummmw.

At the saze tdue 6 F1 (Lt BUCHANAN) moved eround to the right Ilank ani 18
wmumwm ground high up on the left {lank,

num;m-mmmm-nnwmm
from 20 06t = & liove Acting on nformation thai fresh trecis had beem seen by

om 30 oot & recee patrol of 2 tgley 2 OReyl section of ¢ 1 B exd 50 mative

™
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14 GHITE 1ed e patrol firam JOINS KNOLL on 21 0ot to investigate the PLAIRAU
but she eneny bod withdrawm over night,
13 Pl onde & fur thor atitenpt to male contact eround the right fiank on 22 Oet
From high ground on right thoy moved beck towamds the creek Junetion on far side of
ATNG TREANL, At 1000 hrs they came under heavy fire from well sighted enery 1208,
They were aocpisted in witidresml by diversiocnary fire fram 14 'l overloocking the
ISLAD end by swoke laid by 54 Dty 5/8 rield Regt, Ouwr casualties were 1 missing
(1ater reported iilled)y? died of wounls amd L$ AIDERSON wamded,
om 20 Oot and 22 0ot WO 11 MORATS led petrols tiwough the forwmrd positioms $o—
werds KARKIRIO with the object of reccomnoitring o possille routs well eround to the
right flank tomrds the SADDIE, Very 1ittle informetion was obfained by the first
patrol through lack of time, The Gocond = & mualler tiree day patrol roturnsd at
1700 ire . ith informntlon thet Japs had beam oboorved digging defemsive positions
2 on the rising growd woll behind the SARIA eree,
B A Coy relieved C Coy 23 0ot Fatrolling forward and fo the right was continued
ALl padrols from this forvard base were forced to move out towarde the riget flank,
To the left the almost precip itows lower elopes of SHAGOY RIDCE cammnded by woll
placed Jap pill boxes with observation ovor the tare slopeeythe FARTAGUAINSIREAN
and our oam forvard positions rade eny attempd ab outflamking o the left abortive,
on 25 Och Sgte JOMITONE and 4wo sections of 9 Fly covered by the remining seotdon
and oue section of 7 FL on tho South imnkyerossed IANSTREAN fo patrol into the =
tdsber on the Horth banke While crossing the island they wove fired on from soncealel
eney pi 1l Loxes in timt evea emd from positions on the high ground overlooking tiw
FARIA o During the withirewsl Sgt, JOHNSTOIE was idlled , Cpl NMURFHY took charge
and tho periy witidrew lack across the river, Cpl MUPHY wns later amerded e ar to
bis N3 for his coolness and lesdorshlp in extricating the two sections from &

B Coy relisved 4 Coy om 28 Oct and carried out a vigowrows patrolling policy
fram 28 06t = & liove Acking on Snforuntion that fresh trecis had bteen seen by
mmnmmmmkwhmammdc,ammnﬂm
umumumwmmmmtnapmmmh
cnbo thon belore Lhe nmbush was 0ot up. The axbush perty killed twm ememy Scouts en
vdtidreu,

om 30 0ot & reces patrol of 2 Ggisy 2 ORByl section of r I B end 50 mtive

"'3\
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v esrriers left fo carry ouf & 14 day recoe anxd to olServe enmuy movement

in FANKIRYO aren, 33 matives reported bogk at 1700 lwrs S Novean! et 2100 lxe 10 Nov
the patrol rejoined the inttalion at itS new position on the MEE RIVIR,They had
been unable to establish an O P near UANKIRWD, _

The policy of all forward Coys during @he pericd 17 Oot « 7 Howyiad beem o
carTy on constant patrolling with the object: of harussing the ememyysecuring
prisoners if poosibleyhempering his pefrolling ectivity and dislocating his L of Cg

Patrolling in the “/RIA arca wes resiricted on S Nov,The tattalion had been
warned of an impending air strike by 5 Alr Force at 1000 hrs on suspected enewy
defensive positions om the forwerd slopes of the SADDIE.AS 1010 lxssaprroximmtely
60 IITCIFLIS and HAPATDENS were over the target ares indicated by arty smoke shells,
All bomds fell in the target erea,

D Coy relioved B Coy on ¢ Oct,

1% ROBINSON reported en anbush et across the Jap L of C at 0915 hre 6 Nows
A Jup patrol approached tut the ambuch was sprung $oo soon and surprise lost.(me Ja
Jap woe killed and the ambush perty witidrew, _

An advance party from 2/25 Pn arrived at 1930 hrs 7 Now et JOIE KNOILL.2/25
Bn were to relieve 2/16 Bn, The relief wms completed by 1400 ks 8 Oct.2/16 Dn
moved imto the MR RIVER area vecated by 25 Ddee | |

aumnm—m“ﬂlhﬂlmmm
comenders tiat the role of 21 Bie would contima o be = X

1. To rrevent enemy penetration in the RAIU end MARITAN VALLEY, |
2, To protect GISAP, |
3, To protect UDAR installations,

4. To protect CORDKA,ENUF and DR BENA, Sl

Trsining was al 0 undertaken - Def posgitions, smbusies, €tC.. ot
wﬂmmwunﬂmﬂ on cometructing bulldings

mmm-mm-m‘mwmm
mun-mdumn-wmhmqmym
uma&mmm-—-mmm“nm

¢ Unidemtified eireraft wore over the area.soms bouls were dropped bub no demnge
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o cmrriers left fo carry ouf & 14 day recee and to olServe entuy movemend

in FANKIRYO ares, 33 mddves reported bosk at 1700 hrs § Novsan! et 2100 hrs 10 Nov
the patrol rejoined the iattalion at itS now position on the MEIE RIVER They had
bean unable to establish an 0 P near 'ANKCIRYD, _

The policy of all forwerd Coys during the period 17 0ot « 7 Howyiad boen S0
carry on constent patrolling with the object: of harsesing the ememyysecuring
prisonere if poosibleoghempering his petrolling ectivity and dislocating his L of C,

Patrolling in the "/ARJA area was resiricted on S Nov,The btettalion lad been
warned of an impending air strike by 5 Alr Force at 1000 lre on suspected eneuy
defensive poaitions om the forwerd slopes of the S/ADDIB,A$ 1010 lrssapproximtely
60 MITCIELIS and MARATDTRS were over tho target ares indicated by arty smoke shells,
All bomds fell in the target srea,

D Coy relieved B Coy on 4 Oct,

1% ROBINSON reported an anbush et across the Jap L of C at 0915 hrs 6 Now,

A Jap patrol approached but the ambuch was sprung %oo soon and surprise loat.(me Ja
Jap woe killed and the anbwsh perty withdrew, |

An advence party from 2/25 Pn arrived at 1930 hxs 7 Nov at JOIE KNOLL.2/25
Bn were to relieve 2/16 Bn, The relief wao complefed by 1400 lvs 8 Ced.2/16 Dn
moved into the MAE RIVER eren vacated by 25 Ddes !

sz-wnmumummmmm
cormeniers tiat the role of 21 Nie would contims to be =

1. To prevent enemy penetration in the MU emd MARIIAN VALLEY, |
2, To protect GUBAF, ; \&
3, To protect UDAR installations, |
4, To protect GOROKALCERUF and DR DENA,

3 mﬁwn-ﬁ“m'hhﬂmm
mmwm“ummu-mm
on & new 1D .S, site.

By thissour forces hed complete air superiority.in occasiomal night relder
was over tho aree,Their objectives were apparently ihe edr siripsysupply dumpe
ﬂwmwmmn-’lﬂoﬂd.hﬁul-p

. A veport wos recedved on 17 Novylhat 2 P 30%s were miseing from & fighter
mwm-wm-mm-.mmmwm
muu.mnhmn-wuum-mu
amhhmmmm“ummnnum

lesting 1 I on 19 Nova )
ﬁwm-—-mmmm“mmmm
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#mmhmmu&unwn-nmm-am
\ companies Somenced training,it 2100 lrs hovevery2l Be ingued o warning arder tut
 '2/26 5o would reliove 2/33 Bn in GUYS POST = SHAGGY RIDGE area by 20 Nov,
The advence party moved $o GUYS POST via the IAKES on 27 Nov, The change over
'umnammmﬁmuﬁcmnmm |
oocoupied platoon positions at FEATS POSTYHMS POST and MeCULLOUGHS RIDGEgwith
S ST TSt s oy oo st S oot
mmamm&mmmmmnummmmﬂ
U POSTe ¥ TN

As at the forward position from JOIIB KNOLLy compenies in succossion ook over
tio forward position on SHAGGY RIDGE et regulsr intorwals,

The position occurded on SHAGCY RIDGE wao unique in the ttalion history.
mm“;mmh‘uﬁnnﬁﬂuhdwmmm
rain forest cowored tho crest of ihe ridge, leavy mists scuetimes obscured the
position Zor daye at & time, it ouch times observation wns limited to lese tian
mmMMWMM‘MHM.-ﬂH

Tho ridge wes ot no pert wider then a few yardsynmrowing at the foremost
section posttion, The most forward poolfion - a fox hole - was occupded by one
mmmmﬁmmumﬁmnmwm
with a "ono-nen {ront”

At this stage of oporations,tie C.0.sBleCols SUDIET was detalled to attend
LJl.2. Tectical School and left for AUSTRALIA, Naje SYMINCTON 0.0, D Coy was

N 'mbmmumhe.nnm
n.mrﬁ.memmwu.hmnm-nm

m!ﬂduﬂmmwﬂlm
nmmzmmﬂmhwmm*w
mn-nunuwmmumn \
| pimbes, Untdl then the position hed bosn considered defiladed from ensuy arty | \
_wnm-‘m&ﬂﬂmwﬂnﬂ-ﬂg
whmmpﬂndﬂlm meHMh
a safe roverse 81opGs L‘
mmchmmnmm-wnc*
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M“d“ulmmhnm

-n-uu.mm;—mnummuumm
m.mmmu-umummw
muhﬂnmmuh'-—“mmmcm
hﬂld.ih“l.dcpiunftﬁﬂnm!

The filming of e Depertment of Infarmation picturey"The Jungle rutrol” wns eoxs
comenced ot the $ime, *Filn Stars™ wore chosen from the $ B of 21 Ble $o form
amm.mﬂﬂﬂﬁmhmwusmmm
18, ELUSORE moved oub with a smnll 4 doy recee patrol on 3 Dec, Iis task wes to
locate the Jop L of C SHAGGY RIDGE » KANKIAYO, The patrol failed to reach its objec
tivesm 4200 foot fenture Sirough lack of time, Tho patrol leader estirmted thet it
would have telen on extra 2 days $o reach the feature, |

Patrols were now moving out on either flamk of the PINPLE with the object of
m;ﬁﬁfmsmmwmwuuu

2 arty and mortars,
| . /14 Pny occupying JUHNS KNOLL positions reported tiatytheir forward compeny
at the FARTAQMATAISTREAN positione had been fired on ot 1115 hrs from en emeny
position on the lower slopes of SHAGGY RIDGE, Lte SCOTT wse sent oub with a fighting
patrol to investigntoe The patrol encountered an impessable cloft in the eide of -
SHAGGY RIDGE emd bed to turn tmek, '
. yisitors on 7 Dec included the 0.0.,C, end Bie Comsnder,

¢ Coy was relieved at 1200 lwe anl A Coy took over the forwand position snd
" pein patrolling ectivitics, | ; Ssy

visitors on 8 Dec included an R.A.AF,. party with an 4/C mking olservations

= Sor fubure poseible air sieips strikes, '

4 wming wes iosuod this day from Ble Intelligence that tho enexy was using
native sples.Suspected matives were reported o be wearing red lap-laps,Batialion
carriers removed red articles with alscrity, |

Early morming 10 Decya formation of planes flew ovor the aroa,They excited no
o—nmnunmmhh-;Wuunmmm--
our planee and so were able to earry oub & surprise atfack cn CUS/AP oirip.22 fighten
1eter idemtified s TONI's (M 109F) were counted,Our figiters were sighted shorily
aftervards elimding Mgh to attack.Dy 0900 hre a dog fight was in progress but it
mmmmmmm.mmwwmm-—mm

BERTS FOOT issued & warning b 1210 hrs that e suspected ememy petrol had been
oboerved bohind our lines in the vieinity of KUMBARUN trock, A patrol sent out
could locate meithor the suspected patrol mor any cuwspicicus tracks,

That sawe night 10,11 Decy & section post 5 strong at YORWERTS HIOLL was
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© ourprised by - - an onewy radding party of 7 men, The Jaye rushed the positions
at 3300 hre with ie bayoneS, Cur casualtiss were & slightly wounded,Soth parties
wmwunnnﬁummwhm
at 2400 hrey the bodybad been removed. |

Burly morning 11 Decyn petrol from D Coy was sent oub in an atterpt to contact
the Jap party which had redded YORMERTIS * | IOLL, 5 Japs were sighted on the edge
of a ravine,fhen fired on they jumed over the edge axxl monaged to got mway,

A second patrol (11 Dec)sunler 1. SCOTT moved out to the rigit,eround the
lower slopes of SHAGCY RIDGE to inveotiagte a report from 2/14 Dnythat eneny movement
had been obeorved there, Lds SCOTT reporied the area cloar of enouy,

Tiroughout the weel 11 - 18 Decypatrols maxs cleared the timbered slopes below
YOR BATHS KNOLD dedlye

marx

mnmwmmmwcﬂmhm
Attache th the High Commissioner 0f Australiagvisited DiQ.The party observed Jap
E tracks crosedng the track LAXES - GUYS POST, It was precsumnd that these were tracis
umm?mmm.mmmmmm
¢ Coy moved/forward position 12 Lec, They reporied comsidersable spmll arm
fire fren direction of 25 Bde, A lader 25 Dle SITAEP stated that Jags in strength
had attacked tieir forword coupany position,
2/16 bn patrols were ordered to recce MIIE AIVER valley o locate possille sm
enaiy approaches on to 25 Bie positionms,
mhﬁ-mahm-wnnmmmnu
sent out from DU PST moved in et 1015 hre with the information thet they had
ongnged in e fire fight with eneny posts while moving back around the Weet slopes
b= of SHAGOY RIDGE, There wore no casualiies,
ammmuwmmumw
wm=HMMummm.umqnm_m
moving oub to investigate resulte founl ememy pesitiors still ocoupied, 1 Jap
was killed on 19 Dec, |
The O P on SHAGGY RIDGE reported 2 eneny bargesy3 miles North of BOGADTN

E‘ﬂ&mr

uﬁmmmdmmmnmmmmﬂ
h“hnmh“;MMdem
were to co-opornto amd o Gomprehsmsive and detalled time table for the suppert
was Leing plonned, i
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terselves and provided real Christmms dimmer orgiss of turieyshmnepudding,fruit and
orean, low such delicaciss wese rrepared an the spot in irpromptu ovems,remins a
source of wonder, The dimner wns o friumph for lattalion cooks and divisioral supply
lines,
mmmmmmﬂnm%m
The firet Christmme gifts had been received on 22 Dec,Parcels of clgmrettes end
mﬂmuu“'smmmiwﬂmuﬁl.mm
at GUYS POST area by three IRRAIAYS,
mmmnmmwwnwuumm
mummmMWummlm-th
the teitalion for training in jungle warfere tactios,
/mphﬁntntuammm_u-mmmmr
strogth wme 3 platoons spread from 300 - 400 yurds along the resar back behind the
PIPLE, B Coy were to attack and eapture the FIPLE anl exploit for 300 yards along
ﬂmnmmu“w“ﬁmm and comsolidate ground
won by B CoYe
26 P 40% lod by 8 FOMMERANGS wero to cerry oub 2 strafing runs and 1 boubing
run using 500 1b bombs, Arty (8 end 54 Biye) wore fo bring dowmn rolling concenbrat-
dons on the POFLE end the ridge beyond, H howr was fixed at 0000 kws 27 Dec,
Bttalion 1G% and 3% MORT'AS wore to cive additional support end 2/27 Bu was glver
a diversiomsy task = o attack enory pocitions forverd of FARIA = MATISTREAIS
positions,
s mummumuwwp
B-ﬂhﬂ-ﬁ ummuum
Hed0toH= 30 Arty concentration on FIFLE,
B-ﬂﬁﬂﬂ 8 P40 strafe FDFIE and RINGE,
He iS5 to H=-2 srty concentration on FINFLE,
H to H+ 15 Arty lifts 100 yarde
He26%oHE20 Arty 14fte 50 yards
He2ltoH+35 Arty 1ifts 50 Yarls
He36tol+ 4 Arty 1ifts 100 yards

| H-Bhniﬂ 2 POOUER/ANGS provide air cn-'-n.hunﬂ—-h.
m“mnmum-nwummua
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hed diepereed by H = 6 when the supporting aircraft were scheduled to opem the
attack, The 16 F40's led by 2 BOGEAANGS were over the targst right op tive, The
withiresn beyomd safety limids for the relimirary stages,At H hour (0900) 10 rl
(18, GEYION) crossed the stert line, The clamber wp the steep incline to the PIIFIE
was cade more difficuld by lcose shale thrown up by the bombing and shelling,
Bamboo ladders Imd been carried forwerd o eesist in nogotiating the worst patohes
and steepost pinches bub proved to bo too cumbersome and il %o be discarded.Cpl.
HMAHGH'S section was held wp by Jap gronndes thrown fron & well sited Jap,pdll box,
uhmﬂmnm"mmmmmhﬁ-hu&
Ho dashed shead and wiped out the pill box singlebanded amd so alloved the platoon to
g8t a footing on the ridge, 7 his outetandisg lecedershipyCpl HALL wae later awarded
the D.Cols

At 0040 Lrsyll Pl were cetablishel along aprroximeteld 100 yaris of the riige
fron the FIFLE foremrd o enotber sizilsr feature, '

At 1005 Lwe 11 Pl moved through to exploit beyond the secomd pimple bub wero
beld up by rifle fire and grenades {rom a Jap sangar, 3 men were wounded, Oudilanking
the position was impossille as the sides of the rasor back wore almost perpemdisular,
0.0, B Coy withirew 11 71 and ordered B Coy to comsolidate on the ground already wen,
This was canyleted by 1045 hve,

D Coy velieved B Coy by 1100 ius wul commnced digging in with two platoons
on the ridge and one platoon in reserve below the first FIFLE,Casualties were 5
emecy kllled (ot.ors way have been burded in destroyed pill boxeslOur casusliice
to this siage were 1 killed 7 woumied,

~ One Jup refused to surrender snd remadned in his pill box in D Coye perimeter,
It took over two hours before he woe blasted out by gremedes,

. A% 1345 hrs Japs counter stfacked & third pimple beyomd the eangar which had
held uwp D Coye They wore apparently under the improcsion that owr froope had
occupied forvard to this point, The counter attack was abortive,

Next day 28 Dec D Coy were ordered to comtinuve tie atiack,Troops sreat most of
the night 27,28 Dec digzing around the secomd pimple so that they could approach
the Jap songer from o more advontogoouws pesition, The Japgkore evemtunlly blasted
out by 7 Div Ingineers using blast bouls,

18 7l (1t, SCLTT) camenced & wide encircling movement down the slope on the
right flonk of SHAGCY RIDGE et 0830 lrselimbing up through the belt of timberythoy
attacked the third pimple ot 1212 ks, |
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a T —

Sgt. LONGUAN was the first onto the mew objective and, inspired by his
courage and dashythe leading section quickly overran the position,

16 P1 (Lt MeCAUGHEY) which had beem eovering from the second pimple the flanking
mamrwwmmmmmmwmmmdthrmm.nmm
Pls consolidated on the newly won ground,

This eompletedy the eaplure of SHAGGY RIDGE, |

For his inspiring leadership during the second phase of the attack Lt.SCOTT
was awarded the M,C, Sgb, LONGUAN gained the M N, for his exploit during the same
attaok, '

An enemy 75mm gun opened on the new position ap 1327 lre,The first 16 shells
cleared the crest and landed in BH) area at GUYS POST,There were no casualties,
BHQ wvecated the area permenently,

Approximately 80 Japs were observed forming up to counter attask D Coy. The
attack was repulsed and finally broken up by accurate arty fire,

An enemy mountain gun or 75um was in action against our forward positions at
intervals during 29 « 31 Dec inelusive, Lb, MeCAUGHEY was killed at 1420 hre 29 D ec
by & tree burst, |

P Coy casualtied during the period 27 = 30 Dec were killed 1 officer and 7
wounded,

MHMHP.&I.!glnlmmmnnaa;winophlﬁnmto
surrender, .

€ Coy relieved D Coy at 1340 lrs Dec 30.

The G.0.C, Maj, Gen, VASEY visited the babtalion this time to offer his
congratulations on the success of the atiack,

Warning orders that 2/16 Bn would be relieved by 2/9 Bn were received at 1430
hrs 31 Dec. i

The Bn advance party,fsilemsd ky tha mmin garky moved ocubet 0830 hrs 1 Jan
followed by the rain party on 2 Jan, By 1600 hrs the Bn was established in the
MENE RIVERaree, At 1500 hrs, the Bde issued & warning order, The Bu Would move back
h}drtommmmm“mumpm“mmm;m
The first plane was away at 0850 hrs,

Next day the tattalion was encemped in the area vaceted by 2/9 B in the 7
MIL® VALIEY, PORT MORESBY, _

Tredning in the mornings and sport in the aftarnocy was the daily routine
mummmmmmmm = and leave,
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WAR DIARY
REPORT ON _INDIVIDUAL AND SUPPORTING GECTIONS =~ APFX "C"
ATTACK ON__SHAGGY RIDGE 2/16 Aust Inf Bn
3 10 Jan 44
INDIVIDUALS.

During the two days operations 27-28 Dec 43, sé?eral men
distinguished themselves by their devotion to duty, initiative
and in all cases total disregard to personal safety.Apart from
those whose actions brought forth citations in 4Appx C there were
others whose conduct deserves spewial mention -

vn 27 Yec 43, mexexmi during the first sttack on pimple on
SHAGGY RIDGE WX313929 Fte LESLIE ALEXANDER FR.SER ana NX 113336 Pte
LESLIE JAMES NICHOLLS FOR holding an isolated post in front of enewy :
POsias qu'ﬂhnurs mtil relieved under mist.

On 28Pec 43 during the attack on the last PIMPLE on SHAGGY RIDGE
WX 4805 Pte WALTER HAYDEN OFFER for his unselfish action whilst under
fire from well dug in enemy posns.He went forward and drove Japs from
one posn with grenades, then kept other posts engaged until his section
came forward to take their objective. His action denied the Jap posns
where they could inflict severe casualties on his advancing section,
Again on the 28Dec 43 during kthexaktmekx enemy shelling he cut down a
tree causing tree-bursts that were threatening to wipe out two forward

AW T8 RETON
posts. He was wounded severely and had to be evacuated.
On the 28Dec 43 during the attack on the last PIMPLE on SHAGGY

RIDGE NX98673 A/CPLCLAUDE FREDERICK AGNEW for his action in getting his
OSMG into posn under enemy grenade fire and firing continuously at enemy
posns whilst Sgt LONGEAN went forward to bring out two badly wounded men.

It is considered that this action greatly assited in the success of
Sgt LONGMAN'S efforts.

SECTIONS
The RAP functioned under asdverse conditions as nesr as space

would permit to the most forward posns. They with their Stretcherf
bearers were always on the job, and deserve every praise. Padre CUNNING).
HAM MBE wgs wounded whilst assisting in the fﬁmﬂral of a severel¥y wounded
man from fwd of an occupied Jap pnat.?ﬂiu action uubsaqﬁantiﬁ assisted

In the removal of the said Jap&
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Outstanding work was done by the Pioneer P1 during the two days
2

2728 Dec 43, The ridge had been blasted for weeks by #4rty and Mortars

so that besides the almost perpendicular slope.the surface was mostly

loose shale. This FP1 was right on the heels of the fwd fl,and although
subjected to enemy Arty fire and sniping, c-rried on cheerfully and
tirelessly, and had a track cut to the fwd +DLg =1most as soon =s these
were consolid=ted. This tr:ck was cut on the precipitous Western slope
oi OHAGUY RIDUE and which gave access to all posns without ips being
exposed to Jap snipers or shelling. This P1 figured in the supply of

amn to the most fwd posns. Theirs was always a cheerful effort.
The Sipg F1,as always worked hard and efficiently, and it does

not require front line act&ﬂn to bring out its best quelities, and very
often their stirling efforts go un-noticed. Comns must and are maintalned
at 211 cost; so that when ones conduct stands out so far as to come under
special notice in this P1 and be cited for an award it must be truly deser-
ving. (see Appx C Citations)

The mortars come into their own in this section and thﬂi} shpnting
was accurate and effective and along with the Arty contributed in no small
way to the success of the show. & very effective weapon when well handled
and in this operation was in expert hands.

The MMGs worked h-=rd delé%&ring a iithering fire in support of the
attack on SHAGE¥ RIDGE, When the first PIMPLE was taken they moved a gun %
fwd to support the further =ttack. This gun proved a veritable thorn in the
side to the enemy and was singled out by their Arty for special attention.

One of the crew, Sgt BATES, was wounded but remained on duty. They were
given permission to take their gun to another posn but preferred to remain
and dig in where they were.

The "Q" Staff during this type of warfare has a job which is partie-
ularly difficult as transport is always a problem and is not simplified
by the fact that that their Wnit is seldom concentrzted in one ares.
The0.C. and staff is to be congratulated on itsefforts throughtut the
campaign. The cooks of this unit have always recieved the unstinted pr=ise
of all personnel. B Coy's cooking staff§ achievement under Sgt J.HOUNSHAM
in providing the men with hot pasties for breakfast on the morning of the

attack deserves special ziimwimwx mention.

i
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° There is one Arm of the Services which helped as much as any other to
give the men confidence when going into action. This was the Arty,
particularly the personnel of 8th¢54th Bty. who were supporting us.
The accuracy of th!if shooting seldom falled to claim the admiration
of all tps, and was indeed an added stimulmus. No doubt due té the close
co-operation between ¥00 gnd CP, Thl:} adm and inter-com seemed uncanny
and it was probably this state of things that enabled them to do with thier
barrages that which denied the Japs all chance of liming an automatic
weapon along the axis of our advance; which was never more than three
abreast and usuallyfana man i@ front.

Individually the actions of MAJOR GAUNT C.0. 8 th Bty and FOOs

ang Sro |

LIEUTs PEARSON: MACFARL:NE: DETHRIDGE were p-rticularly noticeable.

MAJOR GAUNT geized every opportunity to go fwd and study the problems of

Coy Comdrs in relation to Arty., LIEUT PEARSON moved fwd with the fwd P1

on the attack on SHAGGY RIDGE and was always in = position tosee what

was going on. Owing to the untiring efforts of Arty Sigs he was able to

establish a fwd OP in the shortest lapse of time., LIEUT DETHRIDGE went fwd

and continued the good work on the second day. LIEUT MACF/RLANE carried

on oper=tions at rear OP whilst otherCO wss moving fwd. These Officers

were always cool and cheerful and 2fforded Coy Cmdrs sbsolute co-operation
There was one other who figured prominently in this action- - this

was in the person of 2/LIEUT TOMMY ROBERTS ofCOLORARO, a member of the

5th U.S.A.A.F. Hewent fwd with the leading section snd was alwayé =mongst

the leaders. His actions on these two days won him the admiration of Coy

and P1 Comdrs, and such frontline soldiers ss SGT Hcﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ(HHLSGT J OnES

and all pers taking part in the operations. He did more to cement the

friendship between the Americ=n snd Australisn foreces than any other man.

The 5th U.S5.4.A.F.nlready had the esteem of the tps in the valley =nd
LIEUT ROBERTS boosted it 100%,

“ — e —— ame e s il
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This report would not be complete without reference to the splendid
co-operation of the 4th A.C. Sqn R.A.A.F. Whenever and wherever we
went there ﬁa&twn BOOMERANG gireraft scouting to our front and flanks.
‘hey Bkcame to be known affacti;nataly as "PLUEL" =pg “Lunli™ gng

when the posn became more or les st=tic in the SHAGGY RIDGE __rARIA
area 1t was their habit to fly low at the end of their mission over
fwd visible ;{nuta and drop gifts of cigarettes, sweets, etc, nuﬂat
that time prﬁyrable fwd. These actions were appreciated by ALL persé%el :
and opportunities were taken tothank the personnel of 4th A.C. SQﬁ )
R.A.A.F.for their thoughtfulness. When one of these planes failed to
return to its base it caused the boys as much, if not more, concern

as the loss of one ofour own leaders.,

The FUZZY WUZZIES carried on as usu=l,

Ll = S—
‘-_‘—_-'-_--_-------—-—-—-—.ﬂ--
A —

)= : _ = e P
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