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T EBART BY M R 8. F T B
REPORT BY MAJOR S, K

On 28 Jan, 41, I was engaged in the process of
"gaking over " Battalion from Lisut.-Col. As Hs L. Godfrey, M.C,.,
E.Ds, when orders were received which resulted in my joining a
Recce Party which eventually met the Brigadier at Kilo 31 on
DERNA Road, at about 1630 hours. I was accompanied by my I1.0.,
fax Lt., H. L., Dunkley, a batman and driver,

17 Aust. Inf., Bde was to take over part of the front
occupied by 19 Aust, Inf, Bde, and to extend it to the SOUTH,
2/6 Bn'e. front extended from 120372 to ELUET GRAB 211295; and,
1 was to report to C.O0. 19 Aust., Inf, Bde, at 0800 hours on 29
Jan, for directions as to the manner of obtaining information
and of effecting liason with the 4th Bn, on the R and 6 Aust. Div,
Cav, on the L, Burdened with a mild anxiety as to the poesibil-
ity of effectively reconnoitring the large front allotted to me,
in the time that was set by the prearranged R.V. with my O CGroup,
I felt dissatisfied with my liason on the R, Flank and the re-
mote gou.thnttu of discovering Maj., Onslow of the & Aust, Div,

 Cav, "somewhere to the SOUTH", 1 therefore determined to begin
by by exploring well to the SOUTH of WALDL HASKIA witha view %o
locating my S. Limit, and then to make a series of excursions to
the front in order to effectively esurvey it and to chose F.D.L'eg,
By accident I contacted a portion of the jth Armd. Div, juet S of
ELUET GRAB who gave me meagre information relating to enemy
activity in exchange for information rebating to our own forfes
in the N. At 1200 hours, 1 had wn&:hd mI outline plan and

rocesdedy to deliver it to my “OW upe 4in a further recee
found myself within 10 feet of the minefield running N & 8

acrose the front; and, not only contacted a party of engineers,
diesarming 1t, but found Maj, Onglow, %0 receive a more detalled
account of recent enemy activity. it sppeared to me that the
eneuy was covering his minefield obstacle with standing patrols
only, at likely approacheg; but, that such patrols were well
handiod, ag was testified by Maj., Onslow's casualties,

At 1500 houre 1 held a co-ordinating conference with
my O Group; and, we were then ready to place the F Group in
osition - Locality defence with Coys, in a "I" uhag.d ayout
aged on the WADI HESKIA. "B" Coy. was at 220340; "A" Coy, at
22032%; "g" Qoy. at 210295; "D" Coy. at 250313; and Bn, H.Q. at
240718,

It wag quite dark when the troopx carriers of ¥
Group arrived., Troops debuseed in the dark and gained their
poei tions over rough country, without damage to vehicles, Thie
was due to the thoroughneses of the Coy. “omdrs! recce plus good
fortune,

At 1400 hrs,., 30 JAN., 41, acting upon Bde, orders, I
moved "D' Coy. from its reserve position to patrol the WADI n&mu.
with a view to discovering a vehicie crogsing., At the same time
"A" and "C" Coys. were ordered to paticl the minefield witha
view to discovering gaps and marking they;or, if necessary, to
disarm a passage through, with the ald of engineer personnel and
pioneers who were attached for the purpose, nthough "D* Coy.
patrolled congtantly during the day and the night following, no
crocsing wae discovered; but, "A" Coy., by expléiting the portion
of the minefield which the engineers had disarmed, managed %o
clear a passage and mark it, The latter was along the N bank
of the WADI HESKIA.

At 0800 hours on 31 JAN., 41, I received orders to
advance through the above gap in the minefield, The Bn,, with
attached troops moved punctually at the atartig time 1010 hrs,,
in the order: A, C, Bn, HoWe, HoeQe Coys,pnB. "D" Coy. remained,

| Chesghires & ¥
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2. (remainbgg.)

under Bde, orders, at the WADL DERNA, on the L Flank of the then
2/5 Bn, position, Each of A and B Uoys, had 1 Pl. 17 Bde. A/T
Coy. attached under command. LJuring the advance the R Gp, moved
at the head of the column and kept a traversre of the route. This
latter I deemed advisable, owing to the difficulties experienced
in orientating oneself with the wmap., 1 Coy “heshires and 1 Sec 2/2
Fd Coy were u/comd. 1 Bty 2/2 Fd Reg were in support. The latter

moved in rear. By 1700 hrs, 1 chose a position astride the GIOVANNI
BERTA Rd.,, a 1ittle beyond the objective laid down for the day,
where a fold between a relatively high feature and a minor
feature offered protection for transport, We assumed a perimeter
defence, with H.Q. Coy. on the rear and mere protected aspect.
Patrols were sent out which ragortad a large number of vehicles max
moving some miles to the W, investigated this, and, al though
no immediate satiefaction was obtained, it subsequently trans-
pired that they were A.F.V's, of the 7 Armd. Piv, At dusk, upon
orderg from the Bde, H.W., a carrier ghkmxX patrol set out to
inveetigate a possible crossing of the WADI DERNA, N of our poeiti
They encountered gtout resistance by the enemy who witheld his
fire until the carriers were within 150 yards; and, with machine
gung, A/T gung and mortars, fired on fixed lines,

Two factors saved Lt. Warfe and his men from becoming
casualties: the light and the folding nature ofthe approach. I
requested permission to attack, if such did not prejudice the
2/5 Bn,, with artillery support; but, wisely, permigsion was
witheld until first light next day, After conferende with the
Brigadier, I spent the greater portion of the remainder of the
night in preparation, Orders are appended,

Lt. Warfe agaln demonstrated hie courage, dash, quick
thinking and cool obgervation powers, Dy placing his own carrier
in an extricating poeition, while his other vehicles withdrew:
then, by revereing bis carrier out with L.i.G. firing., When he
returned, he provided me with speedometsr readings to measure
the position of the enemy; an accurate desgcription of the ground
between our position and the enemy; an estinmation of the extent
of the enealy front; and, the compass bearing of hie advance. Hig
carrier had been hit.

The attack was controlled by light gignale and the es-
tablichment of an artillery O.P., well forward. It cauged the
retirement of the enemy while the subseqQuent exploitation pro-
duced 350 odd prisoners, Our only loss was one man wounded in
the patrol of the previous night., Patrols pushed W up the WADI
DERNA during the remainder of the day. “lso, during the day, D
Coy. rejoined us and the Bn, altered its postion about one n{u
to the ¥ and W with "A" Coy. controlling the WADL DERNA from
a position astride it at 052419 (GIOVANNI BERTA 3:100 000), 2/7
Bn, moved up behind us to occupy our original position

On 2 Feb, 1941 at 0900 hrs,, we moved to take up poge
ttlon Teady to rt an attack on a fotiﬁ.eé areca at 93945
GIOVANNI BERTA 1:100 000 n%_)‘ by 247 Bn, Attached to us were
2 Pls. 17 A/T Coy., 1 Tp. P Bty. R.H.A, and 1 Bty, 2/3 Fd. Regt.

Qur roles were: a/ to protect L flank of 2/7 Bn, from
attack from SW, during initial stages; b/ to conform with the ad-
vance of 2/7 Bn.; then, turn 8W %o take posts on road running
from the fort; or, to exploit NW through 2/7 Bn,

After taking up position 2 kilog SE of this fmamk fort
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the en wag found to have vacated it; and, an fmmediate advance
on GIOVANNI BERTA followed a mobile recce patrol which had been msm
gent out to discover the presence or ¢bherwise of the enemy in
the latter town, and had reported 1t unoccupied,

We suffered, as result of the congestion of traffic
caused by various sub-unitg of artillery pressing through the
fort,en route, plus the bad road discipline of a certain M.u.G,
Bn,; but, our recce party which 1 hurried forward was able to
lead us into poeition W of GIOVANKI BERTA, covering W road approach
huitn the dark, Footsoreness, due o unwashed soCks was preva-
lent,

By 0730 hre 3 FEB. 41, we were on our way W to GHECAS
and the main problem of the night march to GIOVARNI BERTA of the
revious night again ascalled usi- the time and road space probe
f-, We ere now, unfortunately, inflicting the same delay upon
unite in reayr as was inflicted upon us, With velicles moving at
marching pace and 100 yde. dlstance,an infantry Bn, takee a long
time to pass a point, In an endeavour to hurry, I found mygelf
three miles shead of the column, searching for alternative
routes zhichdid not exiet, Incidentally, CHEGAB wyae found to be
unoccupied by enemy; 80, I gave orders for L.M.,G'e, and A/T rifles
to be mounted on tranenrt, with skeleton gections and pushed the
latter ahead of the marching column, into positions covering the
townehip. This waes calcglated to speed ug the advance in an
effort to relieve the position in rear, do not know the re-
sult; but, by the cheerful co-operation of Lt.-Col. Uremor, who
actually carried the troops on liubers etc., and,by transport returas
ning empty to pick ‘lﬂtﬁl. the march came %0 a speedy end, We
immediately set avout bathing feet and were able to get a good
night'g rest,

Next day, 4 FEB., 41, the Unit moved to SLONTA, pre-
ceded by the R Uroup., A defeneive pocition wae assumed; but it
goon becams evident that the speed of the pursuit turned SLONTA int
to & rear area; and, the two daye' of occupation were uged to
bath in improvised hot baths, repair boote and wash clothes, The
only two features of note were the necessity of protecting askomksi
colonistes from Arab looters - thig wag effected patrols - and
the difficulty of mnaintaining communication with the parent for-
mation z virsleecs, due to the movement of cuch H.Q'se This
latter fﬂmlt!;;gré#a.ﬂﬂ guring the followd en weather
condi tiong, coup vith rapid movementg,left long distances bee
twean unit and formation H.Q's. |

- -~ After two nighte at SLONTA the Unit set gut for
BARCE on 6 FEB. 41, again preceded by the R Croup, 40 minimige
wordg, the position can be summarised by stating that the R Cp,
was miginformed as to the condition of passes down the escarp-
ment to BARCE; and, in fact, found it imposeible to continue the
advance beyond the chosen debuseing point, at sbout the 8 kilo

st on the main road, without grave risk of losing vehicles, I

vouaceed at thie point for the night; and, next moruing,
trangport around the now well-known detour

sent
shile I led marching
personnel over the blown road block to BARCE, ¥Five of our vehice
lee were bogged en route; m:i were recovered during the followe

ing days without their suffering ony serious injury, We Quarter-
ed ourgelves in the present location and tock over the maintenance:
of lawy and order in the Soun.

The events in thig latter stage of the advancs which

featured sever<l units moving on a narrow road, undu-owdinated,
givee rise to the consideration of the various gystems of
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handling transport on the move. The failure of the system of

mo | £

m&& units, in large convoys, without previous information
on liacon as between such units was accentuated by the encounter-
ing of an obatacle and the habit of ish unite 4in M.T, halting ¢
op the middle of the road without signalling. The latter offend.
ers appeared to be the R,N.F'g,; and, our vehicles had to risk
bogeing by getting off the established track, on numsrous occase
ions. One feels that the following system would alleviate traffic
dgirriculties and prevent " jams' in forward arsas

* a/ The establishment of control points; M.Ce Provoet persone
" mnel ., advancing wkth forward troops and taking posts at
regular intervals, This would serve:

i) to ensure correct Ve.T.M. and K.I.H,;

ii) to gain information of the intention of Comdrs. of
:ﬁ& atnd. prevent accidents and misedirection of
Se '

b/ The movement of Units in blocks Of say, 10 vehicles
mhere possible,

Ia addition to the mention 1 have made of Lt, Warfe, I
would like to commend the following Officars! .

MAJOR G, F. GMITH for his successful efforts in getting the Unit
| on the move quickly, when such orders were received; and,
for his strong support at all timss,

CAPTALN K, 8, PICKEN for hie untiring, quiet and efficient hand.
ling of adminietration mat ters throughout the movement.,

LIGBUTENANT H, L, DUNKLEY for his constant, efficient work with
| | me in the R Group, |

s Ae DEANE and LT, W 5 for their efficient
carrying out of my orders at the WADI DERNA attack,

As well, 1 cannot speak too highly of the support given me by
all ofﬁoam and, the efficiency and willingnegs of the troops
brought fo a special expression of admiration from me,
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APPENDLX “"AY |
Notee on Verbal Orders

Attack on WADI DERNA Crossing at 066430 (GIOVANNI BERTA 1:100,0t

I NFORMAT ION Enemy
2/9 Bn

INTENTION To attack and seize track croseing 066,430 (called
CROSSING)

METHOD Attack with 2 Coys AonR BohlL
Objectives

A to cross WADL DERNA astride CROSSING and establish
bridgehead on TRACK in square 06,44
B Coy to eseige tributary Wadies and poesible track at
055,430; to support A Coy from thie position
Routes (Likely routes pointed out, as from infoma-
tion received from 0.C. Carrier P1,)
Starting Line - Running from Point 452 at 065,416 to
DEEP WADI (named) at 036,417 as NOT BEFORE 0720
Preliminary moves | |
A Coy will move to area about Point 452 (06541 6) d
B Coy. will move to DEEP WADI (836,417)

Both to be in poeition by 0500
Move at 0200
iupngc: -rtin -lrifi:ﬁﬁlﬁiﬂ t &

MG g CHESHI | o move with B Coy - rt
fire to both Yoys LA T

ARTY
1/ Ranging - commencing at 0700 hrs ending 0720

2/ If necessary (see "Signals") sweep area of WADI
DLRNA croseinges at 4 RPGPM

HORT ARS

1 Det with A Coy under command - Role quick suppo
on opportunity targets . g o

CARRI ERS |

Your role is purely demonstration, to see if we can
"light up" the enemy fire plan, prematurely from hie
point of view, and enlighten us as to the extent of

hig front and the necessity or otherwise of task §
arty. Try and keep out of danger; but, you can put
some long range fire, from the vehicles, into the

WALDL. Operate in area surrounding spur 073,432 and
make sure that the arty O.F. knows where you are, by
contacting him on the way out. You are entruste&

with firing the signal for task 2 arty and ZERO for '
tps. (This arrgt was threshed out later) |

Direction of attack -

A B (worked from map and re=ch ecked)
Reserve g

C Coy to remain in pregent sition - Rol
e A po | Role to pr§t¢et

ADMIN Urees - jerkins - keep warm

Carry a meal of biscuits and bull E ct |
a hot meal at WALL later ¥ NS deliven

INT ERCOMN Bn HQ as at present

Report centre - will maintain telephone at A Coy's
present postn
jlw uge O.F, of arty by peruisesion
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8ignale
1 Commence arty task 2 RED GLEES

2 ZLN0 for tpe RED RED - 1 and 2 t0 be fired by Lt Warfe
3 Arty ceuse fire GAREN GREEN
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Date
29 JAN

B
31

1 FEB

3 FEB

4 FEB

5 FEB

6 FEB

Place

W HESKIA

do A

ADVANCE
from

W HESKIA

to GIOVANNI
BERTA R4
055366
(G.B. Sheet)

GIOVANNI
BERT% Rd at
0553 66

(G- Be Bhﬁﬁt)

ADVANCE to
FORT 939456
(GoB. Sheet)
then to
GIOVANNI
BERTA

ADVBMCE to
GHEGAB
772480

ADVANCE to

SLONT A
487323

SLONTA

ADVANCE to
BARCE
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Troops
under Command ad-
ditional to 2/6 Bn

1 Coy CHESHIRES
liob Sec 2/2 Fd “ub

do

1 Coy CHESHIRES
1 ﬂeo 2/2 Fd Coy
1 Mob Sec R.A. M. C.
2 Pls 17 Bde A/T Coy
Mob Sec 2/2 Fd Aub

1l Coy CHESHIRES
2 Pls 17 Bde A/T Coy
1 lob Sec 2/2 Fd #mb

1 Coy CHESHIRES

2 Pls 17 Bdae A/T Coy
1 Mob Sec 2/2 Fd “mb

1 Yoy CHESHIRES
2 Pls 17 Bde ﬁé’l‘ Yoy

1 Mob Sec 2/2

1 Coy CHESHIRES

"P%" Bty less 1 tp

2 Pls 17 Bde A/T Coy
4th Bt 2 2 Fd Regt

1 Sec 6/

2 Tp sLBn Aust Cav
llob Sec 2/2 Fd “m

1 Coy CHESHIRES

2 Pls A/¥ Coy

4th Baty 2/2 Fd Regt
1 Sec 37 Lt A/A Bty
Mob Sec 2/2 Fa “ub

1 Coy CHESHIRES

® Pls A/T Coy

4th Bty 2/2 Fd Re t
1 Sec 37 Lt A/A
Mob Sec 2/2 Fa lmb

Troops
in support

1 Bty 2/2 Fd Regt

1l Bty 2/2 Fad Reét
Later other a.rty moved
into area

1 Bty 2/3 Fa Regt

1 Bty 2/2 Fd Regt

6 Augt Div Cav provided
protection
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b’ TIVE OF S SINCE TOBRUCH.

JAN. 23 :

2/7 Battalion moved by M,T. from battle H.Q. at TOBRUCH
to cross roads 41294273 (Ref. TOBRUCH 1:100,000) to take over prisoners
of war, "C" Coy. having proceeded omn this dquty the night before.
Some 25,000 prisoners were concentrated in a compound in one mass and
no wire was available for partitioning off. In an adjacent compound
was & large underground magazine that was also guarded by the Bn. |
Two platoons of *B" Coy. were attached to 19 Inf, Bde.
to take over prisoners captured by that Bde. on its advance to DERVA.

. Every available man was used to fead_anﬂ water the
prisonara and 1t proved an exhausting task. The Bn. was on this duty
23-26 Jan., handing over to 2/2 Bn. at 1500 hrs. 26 Jan. On 87 Jan
4] & day was spent in cleagning up and some men had a swim in TOBRUCH
harbour. A particularly heavy dust storm blew in the afternoon
followed by rain at night. | .

The Bn. moved 43 miles by M.T. at 0700 hrs. 28 Jan.
to AIN EL GAZALA for a rest near the sea and remainmed there until the
morming of 30 Jan. On 30 Jan. Bn. moved 65 miles by IML.T. to an area
West of MARTROUBA to take part in the capture of DERNA, and one Coy.
2nd. Cheshires came under command.,

On 31 Jan, Bn. moved by route march across country
14 miles to an assembly position at ELUET GIAB., arriving there at
1530 hrs. At that time orders were received to move forward %o,a
position at Ruins Point 369 that would give & better start next day, a
distance of 63 miles. Iunch was eaten and the Bn. moved at 1@ hrs.

The route to the new position on the farther side of
the minefield necessitated a move North then West through the cleared
portion of the fields The two moves being 14 miles and G% milés
a total of 204 miles. The Bn. arrived at dark and dug in.

At 2200 hrs. the L.0. brought orders to move to & new
location atl156377 to cover a gap between 5 and 6 Bn.s. and to be in
position at first light. This necessitated a move of 53 miles by

compass over unsean country, rocky and traversed by wadis fortunately

shallow.
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n The Bn. moved at $130 hrs. and was in position at
0400 hrs. A4ll of the Bn., and Cheshi{re transport &rriving before
first 112ht by shich time the Bn, had duz in.

In 17 hours the Bn. marched across country 26 lrilts
the last %% by compass in the dark,

The Bn. was ordered to move forward on the afternoon
of | Feb. 41 a2t #500 Hrs. to an assembly position &t 065375 ref. map.
CHAULAN, & distance of 8 miles, and srrived there at dark. At 200C hrs.

& conference was held at 2/7 Bn. Hoy. by the Brigadier at which orders
tm tssued for an attack on & defended position &t ELUET NCEL 939&56,
ref., aap GTOVANNT BERTA, to take place the following day.

Yhe Bn. moved at U800 hrs. 2 Feb. on a compass bearing
over hilly and stoney country treversed by deep valleys partially
across the line of march. One Coy. Cheshires and two troops A/ik.
guns under command and 2/2 FPd. Regt. Zoi{nZ i{n support. The Bn.
reached {ts assembly position accurately at |i45 hrs. and the artillery
commenced to rezister.  The position appeared abandoned and a fighting
patrol was ordered to investizate, The place proved empty and the Bn.
marched in. o~

| After a conference at Bde: H. Q. dur{ng shich one of our
planes, not expecting us to be in there, fired a burst at H.Q.
The force was ordered to mareh to FIOVANNT BERTA. During the early
stages ITALTAN planes flew over but missed the column, at that time
rather badly jammed in a valley, and attacked B. Echelon Ih:tch was
movinZ and raising dust to the south.

The Bn; continued the march and took up & position
facing East, about 2000 yds. to the Bast of GIOViANNI BERTA, at nightfall

-~ ‘gn ¥ Feb. orders were received to move to & position
i# m{les West of EL GHEBAB. The men by this time were footsore but
gtarted off on the 15 mi{le march {nvolved determined to Zet there.

- Barly in the afternoon the vehicles of 2/2 Fd. Regt.
were Zenerously offered to 1ift the Bn. and did so after they had
marched about §} miles. Bn. went into bivouac for the nfzht.

On 4 Feb, the Bn, moved to a position € Kiflos West of
EL FATDR by M.B. and took up bivouac areas. The weather became
extremely cold followed by a Zale with hail and sleet. Condi tions
were most trying and uncomfortable.

| On 6 Peb. at 1445 hrs. orders were received to move
by M.T. to a position a few miles East of TECNIS. The Bn., moved at
1600 hrs, and arrived at the area after dark. | 3

On ¥ Feb. the Bn, was ready to move all day to a position
South of BARCE but as the road had been cratered could not do so. |

Another cold and wet nizht was experienced and the move
commenced at 0800 hrs. on 8 Feb, 1 detour of about 11 miles had to
be traversed but by this time {t-was a gquazZmire in parts and slippery
in others, Motor trucks continually became bogZged and had to be
pushed back on to the track. -Most of the Bn. reached the barracks
at BARCE by nightfall where quarters had been allotted and news Was
received of the collapse of the Italian Cyrenajca Army.

- The remsinder of the Bn, arrived durinZ the night after
an unenviable experience in mud and cold, a complete chanze from dus’®
desert.
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MOVEMENT DURING THIS PERIOD.

TOBRUCH - AIN EL GAZALA
AIN EL GAZALA - MARTROUBA

MARTROUBA ~ ELUET GIAB
ELUET @TAB - RUINS 369

RUINS 369 = 156377

156377 - POINT 429 (065375)
POINT 419 - ELUET NOEL
ELUET NOEL - GIOVANNI BERTA
GIOVANNI BERTA — LANDUDA
LANDUDA - EL GHEBAB

EL GHEBAB - EL PAIDA

EL FAIDA )- TECNIS

TECNIS - BARCE
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M.T. 43 miles.

n 65
IEﬁt”*ﬁ4
n 5&

" 8
" 1 3

” 11
a 12
mjt; T4
M.T. 14
M.T. 47
25

M.T.

28 Jan.
%0 Jan.

—— L ——— e g

i 1100 hgééjéj Jan.

Nizht of 31 Jan/{ Feb.

1 Feb.

2 Feb.

2 Feb.

3 Feb. 1500,
3 Peb.

4 Peb.

6 Feb.

8/9 Peb.

RCDIGT021200



To 17 Aust Inf Bde.

From Eh

REPORT ON ACTION OF 2/5 BN DURING THE ATTACK ON TOBRUCH.

(1) During night 20/21 Jan 41, in order to comply with the order of 17 Aust Inf
Bde to adjust dispositions so that the Bn with B Coy 1 Cheshires under comd could with
8 minimum of delay carry out any role which might be allotted to ity the Bn less dets
moved to an area south of BAKDIA ROAD deployed in battle formation with a depth of two
miles with the centre at bend in OLD BARDIA ROAD at 42554201, By 2330 hrs the
movement was complete and all personnel were dug in to a minimum depth of 18", The
dets consisted of :-

(a) “C™ Coy, which remained in position north of BARDIA ROAD at 42654224,

(b) P1 "D*™ Coy, 1 P1 "B™ Coy 1 Cheshires, and two dets L.M. P1 (2 Italian Mortars)
all under cpmmand of Lieut A.C. BENNETT. This was called UEDDAN DET, and
it was located in the spur of WADI UEDDAN at 42444244,

The task of these déts was to prevent enemy advancing east of WADI UEDDAN
north of BARDIA ROAD - a front of 4 kilos, To facilitate this task the UEDDAN Det
wag to act in such a manner as would most effectively create the impression that we
were holding the area north of the road in some strength. The comd appears to have
done this with energy and imagination, A copy of his report is attached,

The main body had a hot breakfast at 0430 hrs and was fﬂ.ﬂly to move at first

At 0545 hrs all of the Bn and att tps areas were shelled, mostly with 6" shells,
and this continued all day as lxong as troops were outside the perimeter,

At 1315 hrs an order was received for the Bn and att kpdx tps less dets (a)
and (b) to enter the perimeter at RTT. The advance began at once, This movement
was shelled conrinuously, but owing to a wide dispersion only two casualties (one died
later) were received, The advance was made at & fast walk and with resolution by all
ranks, The enemy arty which gave its attention to this move was considered with some
certainty to be a 149 mm 4 gun bty, -

The tps closed to pass the crossing over the A/Tk ditch and then again deployed,
At this stage an order was received that the Bn and att tps less dets was to assemble in
an area east of Road Junc at 41594256 and came under comd 19 Aust Inf Bde. C.0.
reported to 19 Aust Inf Bde at 41504254 at 1530 hrs and was instructed to occupy posn
across the WADI heads from incl WADI EL CHELEILA to WADI EL NEDURA. This posn was
occupied by about 1800 hrs with "D™ Coy less one Pl and "A" Coy fwd, with "B Coy in
reserve, On completion of occupation of this posn the comd reverted to 17 Aust Inf
_Bde, — 7 At 0630 hrs on 22 Jan in compliance with orders received from 17 Aust Inf Bde
two fighting patrols of one Pl each were sent down WADI EL CHELEILA and WADI EL NEDURA,
These patrols were to protect the flanks of a Coy of 2/6 Bn which proceeded via the
high ground between the WADIS to attack enemy bty still in aetion in square 419430,
No resistance was encountered by the patrols and only a few prisoners came out of the
wadi, At about 0800 hrs authority was given by comd 17 Aust Inf Bde to fan outt 4o the

west, “B" Coy was despatched down to west of MARSA UMM ES SCIAUSC but found that this
area had been cleared,

On afternoon 22 Jan an order was received from 17 Aust Inf Bde to concentrate
for rest, bathing, and collection of enemy salvage, Dets ™A™ and "B™ rejoined Bn

and "B" Coy 1 Cheshires rejoined their Bn, 23 Jan was occupied in these activities.

S Ay B LA

Cw_, L/I A—-q-

p oy flm - ©
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AEPORT ON DEMONSTRATION PARTY 17 PL 2/5 BN, 1 PL GCHESHIRE M.G, BN ANC

On afternoon of 20 Jan I arranged the programme for the next morning as on
the attached sketch, At 0530 hrs 21 Jan 41 we started, the three Brens, four
Vickers and rifles all firing. The two Italian mortars started at 0540 when the
arty began, The A/T R and 2" Mortar waited until it was light at 0630 hrs,
Unfortunately the truck with the fireworks broke down and we were unable to get them
up in time, The enemy replied with enthusiasm and shelled us with guns and mortars w
until 0800 hrs when their fire gradually declined. Somé revolwer amm was used,
There were no casualties of any description.. -

Capt COTTER from Div H.Q., who had arrived the night before teo fix the fireworks,
left about 0900 hrs, During the aftdrnoon the enemy shelled the hill from which
we had "shot up™ an M.G. Post earlier in the week, |

The night of 21/22 Jan was guiet, our fixed lines firing odd bursts and our
patrols seeing no sigh of the enemy between us and the sea, = 22 Jan was quiet,
patrols reporting no movement to the east of the enemy positions, We received
orders to rejoin our Bn that afternoon.

The Cheshire Pl under 2nd Lieut WHEELER did a great job, and assisted us to
bring up food and water, also carting ouk gear when our Pl truck broke down,

The two men from the Mortar Pl didd well, firing 95 rounds into the enemy posns,
All the mmam men were in great spirits and all through the show worked hard and cheerfully

Ammunition expended i=

'30& SDA.A. 14000 Gh.lhi“l)
4200 (17 P1 2/5 Bn)

3" Mortar 95

2" Mortar 18

A/T R 26

A small amount of revolver and automatic amn was also used,
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Headquarters,
2/6 Aust Inf Bn;
25 Jan 41.

17 Aust Inf Bde.,

2/6 AUST INF BN - PARTICIPATION IN THE BATTLE OF “TOBRUCH".

Mm

After our success at BARDIA, we had a few days rest; but soon
were agein on the move Westward, where we Took up a reserve position
some 36 kilos from TOBRUCH; the line being occupied by 1S and 16
Bdes.

On 15 Jan, 17 Bde relieved 19 Bde - with 2/6 Bn as reserve Bn.

Whilst in reserve, we were able to get in some valuable trainin
g and practice in rapid moves, attacking areas and Wadis, by day
and by night. Unpleasant sand-storms made the stay in this area
anything but EXEAEIRE enjoyable. Recces of all areas proceeded
and the Unit was ready for any role allotted .

On 19 Jan, C.0. received definite instructions as to our role.,

We came under command of 16 Bde as from 1600 hrs 20 Jan.

The move to a Bn Bivouac Area,in proximity of 16 Bde Assembly

Area, was facilitated by the provision of M.T. by &% Bde. The Bn

arrived, in good order, and settled down until 0130 hrs on morning

of 21 Jan. -
Feeding, and final arrangements, were completed; and at 0300

hrs 2/6 Bn moved to its Assembly Area.

Under command were fZ— a Tp "P" Bty R.H.A.; a P1 2 Cheshire
Regt.; and with the leading Coys - 2 F.0.0s from 2/2 Fd Regt with,
at all times, a Tp at call.

Assembly Area was reached at 0545 hrs; P.U.P. at 0600 hrs, and
the move forward to S.L., in perfect order, then proceeded.

As we followed 2/2 Bn forward, some congestion was apparent as
the narrow S.IL. necessitated by the lanes and entrance forced by
2/1 Bn over enemy Tank-ditch and Mines, had to cater for all troops
of 16 Bde and attachments, Tanks, A/Tk Guns, M.Gs, etc.

Keeping in touch with the rear of the 2/2 Bn, 2/6 Bn crossed
the S.L. at 0710 hrs - 15 minutes behind schedule. By this time
eneny shelling had increased and,going through the gap, our rorces
were fortunate not to incur casualities.

At this point we lost an A/Tk Porté, with O men wounded, the

result of a booby-trap, of walicih There were many.
Once through the wire, we were able to speed up our advance as

the 2/2 bn had gone North, whilst we cleared their elements and
moved past. Shelliing had caused bad visibility and shecking of
direction was aided by tThe rising sun. As the atmosphere cleared,
the picture of the Bn moving forward in correct battle order was
impressive. 0dd prisoners were captured from small Posts, but no
rezal resistance was met until Post 62 was reached. It was apparent
théat 2/1 Bn,along the perimeter to our right, had been successful
and that 2/2 Bn were also pushing well forward on our left. i
During the operation to date the formation was 2 Coys fwd -
"A" right, "B" left, "C" and "D" folowing 500x behind in reserve; -
and echeloned out to broaden our line of advance. M.G. P1 with

"g" Goy, Tp A/Tk on left flank, our own improvised A/Tk Pl ( now
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reduced to & guns) on right flank,

AT Road Junction - South of Post 62 - we changed our
direction %o enable our axis of advance 0 move direct to our
objective in a Ne.B. direction with Koad as inter- Uoy boundary.

rost 02 offered some resistance, and, after some bombing,
oren fire, and a Ifew shells from an "1" Tank, the garrison still
resisted, being in deliladed concreie emplacements. Leaving a
party to deal with this Post The advance continued. With the uge
of a quantity oI crude oll and kerosene, which was handy, the
Pioneer rl Comdr (Lt.F.U.ularke) brought about a change of mind in
“he rost Comdr's ideas, and the garrison was captured. Lthis
resistance was one ol the few galiant actions on the part ol the
enemy during the palitlie; the Captain Commanding the rost having
told his men they would Iight %0 the end and die at their posts.
sleven of the enemy in this garrison were kilied in the action,
beiore flame brought them out of their sheltered positions - une
vaptain and 34 men being captured.

ihe advance o the LARUDIA nead centinued without event
out severe shelling from coastal area necessitated a halt for 3
neur aleong line ol DARULIA Koad at avbout JUOU ATrss sfforts Dy
E.QeUe to silence enemy Btys evidently had its effect and the Bn
was enebled to move forward and reach its objective, North of
BARDIA Road by 1100 hrs.

After recce, 3 Coys were disposed forward, "D" "A"™ and
"B" from right to left, and 1 Coy ("C") in reserve.

In order to cover Wadis and enemy Bty areas, Mortars and
Brens were disposed but, acting on instructions, no expleitation

__Was made down Wadis.
During afternoen, 21 Jan, 2/6 Bn reverted to command 17

Bde.
At Bde conference, at 1945 hrs, orders for 2/6 Bn front
to be taken over by 2/7 Bn at 0130 hrs 22 Jan were notified - 2/6

Bn becoming Divisional reserve and to move to sg. L20422
This move was effected.

At 084% hrs L.0. reported with orders to effect 2/6 Bn
3 (less "C" Coy on detached role referred to later) were to come
££ﬂﬁJ&f under command 19 Bde and move to SIDI MAHMUD and be in position
’ before 0900 hrs, with C.C0. to report 19 Bde H.Q. also before 0900
hrs. At 0500 hrs a meal was supplied by Coys and Bn moved at
0615 hrs.

ey

Having covered a distance of fully 17 miles on 21 Jan,
and two moves before daylight on 22nd, the spirit of the troops
was commendable ag they moved off - they realised there was a job t
to be done and the efficient handling of Coy and P1 Comdrs was
most effective.

C.0. attended conference at 19 Bde H.Q. at 0830 hrs with
other Unit Comdrs of that Bde. The Bn was then arriving at SIDI
MAHMUD. Orders to semain in thet area, with a possible role of
following up 2/8 Bn later, were received.

C.0s rejoined Bn and at 0945 hrs 19 Bde L.0. instructed
him to move forward and folleow 2/8 Bn teowards its ebjective.

Move commenced at 1015 hrs. By 1215 hrs 2/6 Bn moving along foot
n:f ucarpmtnt through a heavy sand-storm hed reached line of reoad
’ ¥ SXX® Fort PILASTRINO - PFort AIRENTE at 40764308.
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A forward recce party of Lt A.R.Benns and the I Sgt had failed to
cantact 2/8 Bn. After 10 minutes C.0. contacted an O0fficer of
2/8 Bn and learned they HEAXYH were just completing their recce
and had not yet moved forward. The 2/6 Bn were halted whilst
2/8 Bn moved forward, until 1315 hrs. C.0. informed C.0. 2/8 Bn
that 2/6 Bn would fellow and be available to support and assist as
required. Move continued forward until reaching DERNA Road at
oo LTS, As 2/8 Bn had met no resistance and were combing
WADIS, 2/6 Bn were halted and took up defensive position North of
DERNA Roed, vicinity unoccupied stronghold at 408543443 C.0Q. and
I.0. moved forward and reported location te 2/8 Bn.

At 500 hrs Div. L.Q. arrived and gave information of
fall of TOBRUCH and defensive position to be taken up by 2/6 Bn
South of DERNA Road across escarpment to Fort PILASTRINO. This
necessitated a move back over the route traversed. Having
completed a further 16 miles on 22 Jan in heavy going, encountered
a severe sand-storm, and failing to get any role which led to a bit
of excitement, which tends to make troops forget fatigue, the ¥roop:
were very weary and foot-sore. However the position was taken up
and a reasonable rest was experienced until "stand-to" at 0530 hrs
23 Jan.

During the morning of 23 Jan "B} Coy was employed in -
clearing out the buildings and dug-outs of 22 Italian Corps, to be
used as 6 Awst Div H.Q. and the Bn was transferred back to area

WADI CHETEITA where it is enjoying the facilities of bathing in the
Mediteranian. |

| The operations of "C" Coy (Capt. J.G.Rowan) are atta-
ched and submitted as APPENDIX "A™.

Although the force under Capt. Rowan achieved their
object without a scrap, the operation reflects great credit on the
excellent handling by this Officer.

- - Again I have pleasure in reporting cn the excellent
behaviour of all ranks of the Bn during the operation.
| Although not called on for anything to test them out
as compared with their strenuous fighting at BARDIA, their job was
done efficiently and well.

Troops under command assisted in every way possible

and I cannot speak too highly of their co-operation,

My Q.M., T.0., and "B" echelon staff worked untiringly
to assure the welfare of the troops. ‘ |
Whilst unger command of 16 and 19 Bdes, lack of comm-—

unication was the main worry.

I respectfully gubmit that very careful congideration

ig required in the use of an attached Bn as reserve in future oper-—

atlons. The considerable ground we were forced tﬂ-ethr on 22

Jan, after a strenuous preceeding day an8 little epportunity for

rest, may have seriougly prejudiced the fighting quality of less
hardy troops. Had we been retained as reserve at our original
position at SIDI MAEMUD and used on any portion of the front as

required, the fighting efficiency of the troops may have been great-
er.

In no way do I question the employment of my Bn - the
dispositions were evidently required by the Commander's plan - but
I feel the situation of a Bn under command of a Bde other than its

own requires careful thought in order to be able to produce that Bn
in as fresh a condition as possible for any task allotted.
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During the periods under command of 16 and 19 Bdes, all orders as
received were carried out and all timings obgerved,
- I received every consideration from their Commanders and
gtaii and trust that this Bn carried out its work to their satis-~
action. '

List of Casualties, Captured Prisoners, and War Stores is
attached.

s

A

W Lieut «—Col. 3

Commanding 2/6 Aust Inf Bn.
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APPENDIX "A"

ACTIVITIES OF "C" COY AS A DETACHED FORCE : 2/6 AUST INF BN :

2300 hrs 21 Jan 41 - cnnference of Pl Comdrs and supporting arms
Instructions for the move 22nd.

0400 hrs 22nd. - Reveille.

0500 hrs - All sub-units report ready te move.

0515 hrs - Coy moved off, Did not make contact with

guides from 2/5 Bn, but made contact with the Pl of that Unit which
provided a patrel on the right flank. Moved to S.L. making contact
with 0.C. of Coy of 2/5 Bn.

Crossed the S.L. at 0630 hrs. lioved ferward about 2500x%,
halted the Coy and went forward with the F.0.0. and made a recce
from 68 ring contour in sq. 418428. Sent runner back for Pl Comdrs
and Comdrs of M.M.G. Pl; Mortar Pl; and Carriers.

Whilst making a recce with F.0.0. noticed a white flag in the
vielnity of the enemy Bty position, and considerable movement of tps.
They were standing about in groups and appeared to have surrendered.

Sent message by F.0.0. to Bty - to be repeated to NOWA - at
0800 hrs.

Pl Comdrs joined Coy Comdr at point 74 in sqg. 418428.

Plan of attack prepared. Instructions issued that NO firing
of suppo¥ting arms unless Coy fired on by enemy.

Attack developed and the Italians started to come aut in a colum
with their hands up.

Further message was sent by F.0.0. - repeated NOWA - that enemy

Pogt had surrendered. This was sent at 0900 hrs. Pls collected
prisoners from Wadis in viecinity of Shore Bty. Estimated number

collected is 50 Officers; 400 O.Rs; also 6-3.7 Guns and 3-6" Naval
Guns.

lMoved back on te top of escarpment with prisoners and issued
instructions for move of Coy to rejoin Unit.

Was met by B.I.0. and given further instructions for subsequent
role. Comb Wadis up as far as Marsa Umm es Sciall se between
escarpment and beach then to rejoin Unit at SIDI MAHMUD sq. 414426.

Made contact with Pl of 2/11 Bn in area of sq.417431 and learned
that Wadis had been combed by that Unit, and moved off to Unit Are=.

Arrived in that vieinity at 1745 hrs, and at 1815 hrs received
a message by D.R. from C.0. to remain in present location for the
night.

Prisoners had heen sent back, under eacnrt, at 1300 hrs.

On the completion of the role several men had dropped out and an

NeC.O. and 2 men were detailed to collect atragglerﬂ — of which there
were 4. They made contact with the 2/5 Bn who cared for them over-
night. This party rejoined Coy at 0800 hrs on 23rd.
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APPENDIX
" B M

LIST OF PRISONERS OF WAR  AND ARUS CAPTURED BY
2/6 AUST. INF. BN.
21 22 «~ 23% Jan. 4l.

e S — — S e S SEE R S —— T S S T S——

PRISONERS OF WAR ( Approx.)

between entry into perimeter and Post 62

%O O.R
He B
% Ceptain ; Post 62

80 Post 64
_86 Wadi Delia

281 Total captured on 21 Jan.

50 Officers ; From arty posn. at MERSA CHETEITA
400 O.R.s by * @ % Coy.

I o - —

731
=  STRAGGLERS.

Prisonersz estimated at ISOD'wera.placad.under escort
by 2/6 Bn. during the advance North on afternoon of
22 Jan. Although without escort they may have originally

been captured by 2/8 Bn.
GRAND TOTAL.

731 definitely captured.
1500 sgsurrendered and taken under escort.

2231
ENEMY KILLED.

II at Post 62
12 at th; Delia

23
ENEMY ARUS OAPTURED.
6 3,7 guns ; at Mersa Cheteita.
4 € naval guns
Large amounts S.A.A. and artillery ammunition.
3 M,M.G.s ;
I A/Tk gun at Pogt 62
3 M.Ge B at Wadi Delisa.
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BATTLE REPORT.

A% 0537 hrs. 21 Jan. 40 2/7 Bn. Adv. H.Q. moved forward
from point 42624174 to the assembly &area which was being desultorily
shelled. On arrival at the assembly area vigibility was reduced
%o 50 yds. by ground fog and dusv.

Bn, formation was - |
®wBw, Adv. B.H.Q., "A", "C", "D"  Bn. H.Q.(rear).

As I. Tanks could not bé seen owing to bad visibility at
R, 65, Lt. Col. Walker decided at 0745 hrs. %o move with an agvance
guard to ascertain the situation. This move Was made on & compass
bearing of 360° and the Bn. reached POST R.65 aceureately just as
rear of 2/6 Bn. passed. This was according to plan.

"B"®" Coy. crossed the wire and trap at 0825 hrs. one
booby trap being encountered and rendered harmless, +the work done
by tnq patrols the night beiore deserving mention,

“B® Coy. moved forward im rear of 2/6 Bn. along the wire
Perimeter.

Enemy shelliire at this stage was sporedic. At 0930
hrs. fwd. Coys., "B"™ with "A"™ on leit, were passing point 41964204
moving forward om %o their objective To relieve 2/1 Bn. _

At 1020 hrs. adv. H. Q. Iaﬂ-establiﬂhﬂd at POST R.75,
wB"™ and ®A" Coys. continuing to move to POSTS 76 and 79.

8 enemy guns were firing very close to Bn, H.Q. at this
beriody and I,0. made an unsucceessiul recce. to ascertain their
position.

"B" Coy. relieved 2/1 Bn. at and including POSTS 81 - 85.
LY. Col. Walker having gone forward with Ma jor Power,
2nd Cheshired to observe the situation, Major Marshall ordered thatd

rear Bn. H.Q. be moved up to POST 75.

\
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At 1135 hrs. & message was sent vo Bde. by Lt. Col.
Walker that 2/7 Bn. was on its limit of exploitation North of
BARDIA Rd. in accordance wita 0.0.
wA" Coy. reporved 250 prisomers taken witn lignt
resistance at Z.78.
At 1338 hrs. Bn. H.Q. moved %o vhe cross-roads in
square 428422.
Enemy shellipgg at 1545 hrs. caused One casualty who
was clearea %o R.A.P. Also quring the aiternoon 2 enemy
patteries snelled Bn. H.Q. anda "B" Coy.
Lt. Carstairs and 7 Other Ranks were wounded during
this shelling, |
At 1845 hrs. Lt. Col. Walker proceeded tﬁ 8 conference
at Bdae. H. Q.
At 2130 hrs. C.0. issued orders to "C" Coy. to relieve
2/6 bBn. commencing at 0130 hrs. The relief was completed
at 0245 hrs., "C" Coy. H,Q. being established at 42154244,
"B® Coyv. were ordered to take over the area held by
"B* and "A" Coys. at i{irst light, "A™ and “C" Coys. Wo clear (-
Posts in the ZEITUN Area and areas west of the wire to track in
square 419425 and between BARDIA Rd. and Coast.

"AM Coy. reported position POST TRIG. 94 at 0930 hrs.
and the intention to move 1 Platoon forward with 2 Plmns. in |
reserve at Rd. junction 42684252.

"c" Coy. reported that they had reached Point 42184277
and were moving West to Wadi in square 420427, Prisoners 1820, .-
The remaining 2 posts were cleared by "A"™ Coy. and the operation
was completed.

Capt. Savige capiured the Area Commander ;f-.n POST 94
and as it was across 300 ft. deep wadl to the next, said "Mano
in alto the b--*, and pointed to the next POSTS. The commander
rang and they came in to be taken prisoner. |

1620 hrs. B.,H.Qs moved forward vo POST ZX.93. ﬂoys./"
taking up positions as ordered. This completed the operation.
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On 9 Jan 41, after three or four days rest in the BARDIA area, 2 4
left in M/T for pesn some 14 milesin rear of TOBRUCH defences, 437420 ref.
GAMBUT 1/100,000.

Until 15 Jan 41 the Bn remained in that area witheut incident, save
that 1 P1 "C™ Coy which was guarding seredrome EL ADEM was shelled en night 12/13 Jan.
No damgge was dome. The remaining twe platoons of "C" Coy were on guard duty

" at water peints. Advantage was taken of the proximity of the sea, and swimming
parades were f{requent. Wadis adjacent t¢ area were cembed at intervals to prevent
any Itelians, whe had escaped from BARDIA, regching TOBRUCH, Five were captuped.

On night 15 Jan 41 the Bn relieved 2/4 Bn in the areas of Wadis
BELCASSEN, UEDDAN, GEREULA 4267, 4236 ref. map TOBRUCH Composite 1/100,000.

S
=

o2 Until 20 Jan 41 the Bn remmined in that area, from where it carried
~~ out night patrels in direction of EMEMY wire, behind which much activity was indicated.
Attached to 2/5 Bn was "B" Coy 1 CIESHIRES, under Majeor COOK-HURLE.

During these days the Bn received its share of shelling and suffered
three casualties,

On 16 Jan 41 Lieut.Col. R. KING, G.5.0.(IX) Div H.Q. tock over
command of the Bn. -

On evening of 19 Jan 41, Lieut J.5. McLEAN and 48 O.R's arrived as
reinforcements,

On the evehing of 20 Jan the Bn, less one detachment, moved to
assembly peint 4285, 4197 ref map TOBRUCH 1/100,000, where it took up pesn as reserve
Bn, and where it remained until 1350 hrs en 21 Jan 41, During the whole of the
peried, from 0545 hrs on 21 Jan onwards, the Bn was shelled dbut without loss,
TOBRUCH, meanwhile, had falle n, and 2/5 Bn's only part in the attendant proceedings
was to move at 1350 hrs under command 19 Aust Inf Bde to vicinity 4159, 4256 ref. map
TOBRUCH Defences (Red Overprint 12 Jan) 1/50,000, some seven kiles inside wire.
During the move two casualties, one fatal, were inflicted by shell fire, which ceased
affter Bn passed through wire.

Later the Bn moved and took up a posn across wadi heads, frem wadi
EL CHELEILA to wadi EL NEDURA on the left flank of 19 Aust Bde. The occupation
was completed at 1900 hrs when the Bn reverted to 17 Bde cofitrel.

During the early hours of the attack on TOBRUCH, a detachment,
comprising one rifle platoon, two detachments of mortars with two Italian mortars and
one platoon of "B" Coy 1 CHESHIRES, all under command of Lieut A.C. BEMMETT of 2/5 Bn,
made a domonstration in wadi UEDDAN 3244, 4244 ref mep TOBRUCH 1/50,000, with the
intention of drawing attention to themselves and diverting it from the main attack.
:'lh:“mutim was partially successful at least, for considerable ENEMY reply res-

Until 26 Jan 41 the Bn spent a quiet peried of salvaging - official
and wnofficial = in and adjavent to this area, and on 26 Jan the Bn moved forward aleng
DERNA ROAD, At 1730 hrs Bn stopped and bivouaced for the night and en the 27th
resumed its journey to AIN EL GAZALA, where for a further period it bdrowsed.

On 29 Jan the Bn moved to posn 12 miles 5.W. of DERNA where again
it relieved 2/4 Bn on Wadi DERNA, Bn H.Q. was situated at 253, 402 MARTUBA
1/100,000. The fwd Coys in this posn were under constant shell and M.G. fire.

The fwd Coys, ™A™ and "C", on the night of 30 Jan movel onte the

road DERNA to GIOVANNI BERTA, to protect a crossing, if way could be found by the Bde.
During the afterncon of 31 Jan the other twe rifle coys with Plonser Fl crossed the

(continued).
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crossed the wadi and joined up with "A™ and "C" Coys. Ne road had been found for
transport so the whole were without vehicles.

This bedy advanced some 12 kilos West until at dusk it halted, because
of ENEMY fire in front, This fire was not directed at Bn and Lt.Col KING decided
- %o launch a dawn attack on the rear of the ENEMY posn. his decision had to be
abandoned because of subsequent orders which he received. The night of 31 dan was
unpleasantly cold. The Bn was situated at 140, 440 reof map GIOVANNI BRRTA 1/100,000,

On 2 Fob affer-en—inastive—3ist the Bn moved back to Join up with its
H.Q. Coy and Transport, and on 3 b moved to ZAUIET TERT 807, 555 GEOVANNI BERTA
1/100,000, On 4 Feb Bn moved to 617, 540 CIRENE 1/100,000, South of CIRENE where it
took up a defensive posn,

On 8 Feb "B" and "D" Coys moved to CHEHA but before arrival were
diverted to BARCE where they arrived at 1800 hrs on 9 Feb 41, after a slow trip due to
road blocks and bad weather. H.Q. Coy arrived on 10 Feb.

"A" and "C" Coys have moved into and will remain at CIRENE for the
pﬂmt-

The Coys at BARCE are billetted in and are cleaning part of the
barradks south of the town.

. r'l...
Lieut.Col,
Commanding 2/5 Bn A.I.F.

—
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H.Q. 2/5 Bn A.I.F.
9 Mar 41,

L.AB.

Subject :- TANK HUNTING PATROL.'

REPORT BY 0.C,

LIEUT F.D.H, WRAY) SPECIAL PARTY.
Reference OP. INST. Ne 21 5 Mar 41.

; 1 ENEXY were not identified.

2. Fwd ENEMY troops were observed at XB 0366, 8 Mar at 1500 hrs, Party consisted
of two A.F.V's, two or three small tanks or metor cycle combinatioéns, and one
large truck. | ‘

3. The ahﬁfg party observed towards EL AGHEILA for 20 minutes, and then withdrew
to the ﬁngth, apparently making for the road. Dead ground prevented further
observation, During this time the special party was approx. 4 to 5 kiles

from the enemy and could not advance to take action as the country between was
absolutely flat, with no cover,

Ref. 1 (a) There was no identification by action.

(b) Identification by sight was not possible as the only troops observed

were too far away to see clearly, and even the vehicles could net be
ey distinguished except for the fact that they were A.F.V's, but it
b could not be positively stated whether they were tanks emiA/C's.

(¢) Both tanks and A/C's move off the road. Tracks indicate that the
road is used to about Kilo 14, and that the vehicles then move into the
open ground to the south. ' _

(d) Special party operated approx. 4-= 5 kilos shead of CAGA patrel, and .
observed movement not visible to patroel. During the day 8 Mar 41
large parties of camels and cattle crossed the area sbout North South
Grid XBO. I feel quite sure that A.F.V's approached point already
mentioned in the midst of the camels. lien were observed all day
in the area, in parties of two and three, and it is also thought that
there were quite a few men moving in with the camels, Of course,
it is very difficult to be certain with binoeulars =t 4 or five miles.
One man was observing CAGA patrel from high ground on = bearing of
168° from 9 Kilo stone. CAGA was advised,

Running EAST and WEST on the north side of the rosd, there is a double feature

not clearly indicated on the maps. Near the road (parallel) there is a ridge
about 80' high, which extends definitely as far as 14 Kilo and probably further.
North of this ridge again is another ridge backed by sandhills, which runs
parallel with the coast. There is good cover for vehicles in the valley formed
by the ridges; but enemy recce from the air seems to be very thorough. Enemny
patrols fly over the high ground between 0700 hrs and 0800 hrs, 1200 and 1300, and
1600 and 1700 hrs. All E,A. seem to return towards one point, which gives them

a course frem (X)BO768 of 280°. ' There does not appear te be an
movement hy?:ight_ PP y enemy forward

(Sgd) F.D.H. Wray
Lieut.

Note := Patrol acted more cautiously on & Mar, because of a report frem CAGA of an
armoured force, our own, moving West, and then swinging North near the border.

It was expected that the force would return through the main d
not proceed with the mining of the read. gh road area, seo I did
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oAoBs P~ -
sy P 9 Mar 41.

B.M.
17 Aust Inf Bde.

RE DELIVERY OF MESSAGE TO “INUD™.

Reference your message of T lMar 41 to INUD regarding Lieut WRAY's
natrel. |

I have to report that the message was received at about 1830 hrs
on Tth with other letters from SEAR. These were opened, as is customary, by the
Orderly Room Sgt. |

It was immediately noticed that the message was to INUD, and

Capt., DUFFY rang to inform them of the contents, The Orderly Room Sgt. a few
minutes later rang INUD, gave them the order verbatim, and had the message repeated
to ensure accuracy, This was done to save time, '

It was intended to have the instructien from the Bde Major sent
to INUD by signalé immediately; but, due to an oversight, this was not done. The
message has since been forwarded,

Capt. DUFFY was initially at fault in that he took the package
of letters from the D/R.lnstaad of having them delivered to signals,

o 6202251— Capt.
Ad jutant,
for Lieut.Ceol.
Commanding 2/5 Bn A.I.F.
(in emergency),
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Rof Maps : AGEDABIA | SECRZTT,
EL AGHEILA | el
M4RADA | 1:500,000 Cupy To.f ?
SIRTE ° 8 Mar 41,

17 hust Inf Bde T:tilligopnce Summary No. 34,

e T TIn e WL WA

Baged on information at this HQ up to 1200 hrs 8 Mar 41.

Encay Air LActivity. |

Nil reportcd over area up to 1200 hre 8 Mor. 4
Correction - 1045 hrs 7 Mar 4/C :asaced by *
air action in AGHEILA =rce NOT Mn GIOFER arca as rouported ' ‘

yestcrday.
Eqeny Ground Letivity.

KDGs patrol now reporte that new tansg trecks -
were definitely identified on ridge at (X)BOl65 after chcmy fj

rctreat yeczterday.

No information ye¢t recceived frem cpecial g
patrol from 2/5 Bn.

Lir Reports. Tac/R 0900 nuds 8 Mer reéports no chengse
except @ number of armourcd cars observed among 300-400 MT /

seen along the ec8st in vicinity of the bordcr. Shy hiv Tire

from turretvs. Littie movement on co2et rd. Kothing to

report S.W. oL Zarsh.

COICLUSIOQN ¢ From air rcport it would apnesr that the ‘
enémy 1s continuing to consolidate his position from coast -

t¢ niarsh near hborder.

"
e
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. e | 2 1.8 jor,
- Bde Mujor, 17 Aust. Int, 2dc,
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" GAV/JwB

'S ECRET ;
3/130/Ge = \
3 HBI', 41!
3 Armd Bde

RELIEF of 17 AUST INF BDE.

I ' | 2000 hrs 9
ou will please arrange that from
Mar untll ?3:700 hrs {0 mar, l.e. during thgapeaé]::lmod rf'ﬁn "
relief of 17 Aust Inf Bde by 20 Aust Inf Bde

of 17 Aust Inf Bde 18 covered by protectlon dets of
units of your command.

6’ CUJC'-'U« olonsle.

G3 6 8t Dive
ples to:~
File
War Diary

éy
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Ref Mape :+ AGEDASIA ! 2 5 CRE T [

1
: EL LGHEILA oo 0
. MARLDA { 1:500,000 COF W0 s e
7~ SIRTE [ 7 Mar <1

17 Auet Inf Bde Tatelligence Summary Ne. 33.
‘Desed on informetion at this HQ up to 1200 hrs 7 Mar 41,

——-——ﬂ__----l-—ln-—i_—--.—-I-____.-u._

Eneny Air hetivity. L | aal | wag
1045 hrs 6 Mar A sqn patrul KBGa/divc combed

and maonine gunned ardalmm GIOFER; slight damagu one armd car,
casualties,

L=

damagedl 625 hre 2 EA (MsllQ) machina gunnced area (X)

B 3679 onc staff gayy, but no GnEuEltlﬁE, also attacked arca B o
OULRA «

§ = 1710 cne Ea4, pn &itly 579, flew siowly cver

HS & Armd EBEus from cast to wezt at 4000 Tt &ndHHﬂut Dvur 17 Bde
.HQ flyinE weet, no hostile aeticn.,

Loy Gruunu_ﬁﬂtlﬁit*r'.; ek 1§ : |
: %DGa repyorted 1050 hre 5 cnemy tanke movin
VE--.:t 5 mll\-.n. I?Uht Df LG‘H-EJIILEI-

_ 1100 hre § cacmy tank: steticnery on ridgre
at (X)130165 &t tuo great distance for identification:
1130 hrs 4 encny n/ch, cne £d cun moving cast
along rd at (X)B 0667. When cngaged Ly 16 Aust 4L TK Coy &t

800 yds tl’lLJ withdrew re pldly westwarcs under cover of NGk, N0
casugltics.,

.1145 hrs tenks on ridge moving east alons rd.

3812 hrs enemy tanks g;uvlouuly reported
tetionery atv (X)B30l6S*moved off in weste¥ly g % ¢etiovn,

PEtI‘U.L rﬁjhrts H-M-Sn Laje %LI' 1312 nre.,

Alr Reports TaG/R 0900 hre roupourts 300 - lOu;MT i 'cpst
O . 1{; ‘ing in seand dunes LEtWEBﬂ’ m&rm end cce et frontier.
1l ermd car just we¥t LGHEILA- o Ithins
sorved south and cest of marsh on fronticr to MT GIuFLR and
round t¢ west, which is flat and carren.

Thuxnuh Lonbs. 2/5 Bu. report thermos bombe lceated 400 yd~
ast oI MIRSA BREGA turn »>f2 10 yds north of rd.

Eacmy Lir Tectics. A4 cluse obscrvaticn of ectivn Ly Eh indicetb
the Ivliowlng.

(a) Lfter vhe dcfeat of cnomy tps csecepins from
BENGHASI tae front was open. Gurmen &id Ly eireraft epncarcd
tu undertake e role to stop or impeée eny further Edvenau.
sitwcen 15 - 85 Fel (-porux) he ettacked in fource 2t low levels.
L number ¢f attaecks were in strengths up ts 25 machincs end bLetweo,
18 - &% Feb increesed in intensity and strenath.

(1) From about 26 Feb these tactics chenged to
cnlefly reccoe with suic ¢ englned Lombers in usc, Bombors wer:
wscd prineipelly, but little aLchhsive ection wes undertaken,

He Tfoliowed the placing of cur edditi.nal tps with sone accuracy .

hAiuut every C=4 dﬂ.ﬁﬁumﬁ fighters and medium bombers ettacked
sround tps. Iy would agu&ar that the Lulg of his mechines thu:

proteucted the cnemy foree on its Southward rnove.

(c) During the lest 5/6 days enenmy action hos
cucreascd considcecrably in numter and attack. The¢ chief work by
¢ dd planes 1g reccc, It would appear that Gurmen mechince arc
cither teing withdrawn or used over wider fieldss The former
epacars to ue more likely.

(C) An odd Itaiian pxanw or two he®e Leen secon
ucuaaiunalLy. Thermes flesk Lombs were dropred overnight,which

indicetis the possibility of mure velien planee and less Gormen
et Ceduced in (c).

(o) The 1nturﬁ&ting peint of Gistance bitween
ctriking tullcts from EA et specds travellcd hes cugesed attentic:
A checx gave the striking distence of bullets on fiat ground &t
reguiar 9 fect intorvals,

= Pk P

rall l- LD “l i :1* - 1,.:'.’.‘1; X % -
> SN . . 0 W ey S kg s
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| 2. |
(L) it EA cuntiﬁ L ‘
o 3 I Sy uc#. to &t teok vohi cleg :
lei ib‘tﬂ Ettacm_thlule frosa Civeot frunt-ur*répr wgiﬁ i?*tlﬁl

Casualtics & Pt o S wvehilgle trfogdeide
r:;a?;tizgrhi?;'“h?ﬂ Satierec, and the only ones tuulaigéih£w~
the ‘ground., : lﬁfeu' He finde diffiewlty in luoating men
cuﬁu&itieﬁiib tg.EugiﬁgézFigg'tgat'Ehpﬂ¢d b tason %o evela 4
' 3 s ; Y e s %A . -

«5% from head t¢ tail line oL %ﬂﬁiaig.pﬁﬁhibl“t in any direecticn

CONCLUSION -

' I% would Rppear that - | i
fils pusn from goe oobk - HB.Y &% the cnonmy is comeclideting
patruls, CBLT Gy mArsh nuarlfruntiuerith_rLEuLE? fwd

5, It .'.-:jh Uh nut' 'Fpnjﬂ I‘ﬁr t‘ W i, : E I ¥ e d
E::_ - & " L T, . : A b fe . ﬂElt h{; 1?1 a 4 " :..:.'.rl E .. .
ﬂ;i?a T@iﬂly Swhkocraed with esesralning. our Etiﬁnﬁgingmﬁt EESBST0
Jweslvlicis by alx aad RNl feocs DGBXGLE , - il d

-

-

.

R
I‘ " .'I._ - : ! N s i il - i _"'"" w
SN | : : M&jor
: S i e < oi Ddes Mejor, 19 Lust. Iuf. Bae.
DI STRIBUDION : 8
S ————————
whe for Noo Bl | |
¥ : 5 |
g o8
i f
phai- 3 \ W
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{s 4
.ﬂrpﬁfx : S EC RET,
Res e 14T | 21
Rﬁ 5 :15-13 5 - jﬂi' GHASI Cﬂ "'T{'} 3 .
\)3“"]:_ TOERUK | 1:500,000 e
| 7 Mar 41.
/7 |
l? ﬁﬁut Iﬂf ﬁde O-On Hﬂ- 61 v
s | :
Lalormation.
Ls &) A: In ot sumsaries.
EG) 9 Aust Div wili relieve 6 Aust Dive
(¢) £/6 bBn is teln. relieved on 7/6 Mer by & in 20 Auvct
I Bde gud is moving tu TOBRUK, vide Op Instr No. 22.

Intenvione.

“ e LT Aust Inf Bde will Le relieved by 20 Aucet Iaf iide
on nizht 9/10 Mar 41.

Metiiod.

s «0 Aust Inf Bde will arrive in an area apsrox 10
kilos north of AGEDARIL on 8/9 Mar,

g, A Bn 20 Aust Inf Bde wili relicve each of 2/5 aad
2/7 Bne on night 9/10 Mer.

Q. Reec¢e parties from these bBne are expectecd on 8 Mar.

O COs will mutualliy arrange for guides for inconins
units and timinsg of fwd moveco., Fwd unilt will move in firct,

T No move of incomin, units scuth of AGEDALABIA ocfore
1700 hrs 9 Mar,

S C0s 2/5 and 2/7 Bus will select areas for deltussing
of relieving tps. O perscnnel will embus in thig tpt after
rerLier is compiete .and move to arce vacated by 20 Bde north of
LGEDLBIA. 2/5 B on east of rd and 2/7 bn on weet of rd,
Units &rrenge guldes tou mect Gde rep at AHUM turnoff at Q900
nre 9 Mer to recee arcas.

e nelicf tu be compicted Ly 2400 hrs.

10 ' On completion of relief of Efﬁ and 2/? Bisg thoey
will cach signal the code woerd WHACKO.
1l1l. Comd will pass to 20 Lust Inf 2de not later than
2400 hrs 9/10 Mar,
1R On 10 Mar 17 hust Inf Bde Gp (less 2/6 3n) will
Leave Livoguee &areg& for TOBRUK e&s folliows @
(&) SePos Kilo poet 20 kilos north of LGEDLBIL,
(L) Route TOCRA - BARCE - LUIGGI RALZZA - DERNL - TOLRUK.
(e) Order of march and times past S.P.
10 Mar 11 & 12 Mar
HQ 17 Aust Iaf Bde 0730 hre 0800 nre
«/7 En - 0800 " 08l "
2/5 Bn 0800 0845 "
L Coy 2/2 Fu Amk 1000 " 0915
4«6 LLD 1060 ™ g3 ™
(d) Stasee  aight 10/11 Mar TOCRA
21y @ DERNA
18/1e " TQ3RUK
(e) REcce Recce party counsisting of 3de 10 and cne Iat
pers each bn willi move ehead each day to sclest Livouac : .
areag.,
(£3 The rear vehiele of cach unit will fly & signel fla..
(&) Eeelh unit convoy will move spéced in tlucks of 20
venicles ¢ach,
(h) Epuf_ad «0 medl -h.n-.h
(1) Density 10 Mar 5 iMa il
11 & 12 Mar 10 w,t,m,
{13 Helts The coluvan wiii halt at foliowing times
daily - L103Q-1Q45, 1215-1245, 1500-1515

RCDIG1021200
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Lo E/5 n wili despateh tp carrying MT with guldes
at Pir.t Licht 10 Mer to embus "A" Coy and cone Pi "BY Coy &b
: HEDLE FOMM, aico btpt and guide tu embus one Pl "B" Coy near
CENGHLS I o
These detachments wiii join 2/5 Bn convoy &8s 1t
. pesges thelr nearest point on main rd,

14, Hee 2/5 Bn at Sup pt willi be relieved by mutual
grrangeneny teotwesn CO E/E B and CO relicving bBhs

suministratione.

15+ Retlounse, Retione fur cunsumpticn 8 and 9 Mar willi te drewn
on 7 nvar, and for consumpticn 10 and 11 Mer on 8 Mar. REtione
fur sunsunption 12 Mer will te dreawn at DERNA an 11 Mar.

16. WateXr.,. Ouly sufficient eanturcd wetir tanke ag aro
required four the trek wili be taken, Full capaclity of &ali
weter ecvatainers reomaining will Poc e&rried. WPu &ru &t MLRSA
BREGA, LGIDL3Is, TOCRA, DidNh, TOBRUK.

LY« Modiegl s The ambuirance weagons. £t proesent attached to univs
will trevel with unit cenvoyc.

X i S M i [ * ] - A 3
18, meunitlunghﬁach mnan will Se issued with S0 rds ShAls
(L) Tach IMG wili Le suppnlicd with 1000 rde SAA =nd
gaech A Tk Riflc with 20 rds «55 AP
(G) K1)l boxed ammuniticn surplus to that requized
in sub paras 4 and B wili be returned t¢ L.h.D. BENGHASI(v7571l1)
ag detailcd in para 21,

19« FaOslis P.Ps. willi be 8% Roar Zde HQ 7 kilus north ¢f
LGEDLBIA, GEVGHLSI, end DErNA.
Ali vehicies will be filigd &% LGEDABIA on nigns
9/10 Mer roady to moeve 2t 0700 hre. nefer pare 2l for details
for drawin:g at Svhghosie

erd Equlippente

All stires, surplus 0 W.E,, captured cnemy weapons
and capturcd ammuniticn will te hended over t¢ relicving units
and receipts outained,

20« Surplus Stulué

2l. Droving of potrol &t BENGHLSL ~nd I turn of armuniticne

At 0600 hrs 10 Mar vchiecleg esrrying cmmunition to
be returncd and petrol vehieles will preeecd o BENGIASI vnder
¢..mnend Lieut 440%. Gray. Ticy will R.V. &% Kil6 Pust 1O kilos
N rth cf AGEDLBILe

T.i¢ emaunition vehieles will dump arnmunition ana
putrol vehielees will draw petrol Tor filling the cunvoy &t TOCRLA
on niznht 10/11 Mar fur onwerd move tc Derna. They will then
r¢jolin the convoy as it pasecs through scnghesi.

IntoreunLiunicetlion,
2e . BCo HA closcs present l.ceticn 2400 hre 9/10 Mar
end novee &t head of column during move frum LGREDLBIL te TOBRUK.

23 si-nal pian during move w/T, D.R. and §.0.
24 o nde Sio Oxfr will arrenso with i~ Offr 20 Bue

enrincurnine cétle laid.,

HLCK e A ' --':',:%" __,.-'f'}f",-é__'.__
Sizned at - " hre RS M- jor,
Method of issue - Sigs. Bue Mejor, 17 sust. Inf. Bde.
DI STRISETION ¢

2/5 La Cupy Hos

2/7 Gn -

1l Buy B/l F& Rugt

A GCoy /2 Fa 4nb
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BSeM o

Del e

LeGo
L.0s 1

L.0s &

TaeDo Copy No 12
sup 0 18
CeMols 14
Reor HQ 15
2/6 Bi 16
20 Aust Inf bLde L7
< Armd Dde 18
& Lust Div 19
Fils 20
wer Diary 2l = 85
Sparce 24 = 25
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17 Aust Inf Bae Op I.astr No. 22,

1. Information as in Iat summerice.,

2 o 9 Aust Div is to rclieve 6 Aust Div.

s 8 ' 2/6 Bn will be relicved by & BN 20 Aust Inf Ble
on 7/8 Mar 41. '

% o on 7 Mar one Goy will relieve "C" Coy d/i’:- En at

DLRCE, e2nd cne Pl wil. relieve ome PL "B" Coy 2/6 Bn at
MAaDDALENA . Qi completion of rclief "O" Ccy and Pl of npn
Coy will move undcr comd QC "C" Coy, in tpt which delivers
relicving tpe, dircet to TOBRUK, staging where ncecssary,
and report te Comd TORRUK Purtress,

e On 8 Mar & BN 20 Bde (less Coy and PL as in 4)
will debus at 3EDA FOMM, excecpt ¢gne Pl, which proceceds to
AGEDABIA., Thie tpt willi then return t¢o BENGHLSI tou vnick up
belence of 2/6 Ra, =

6. 2/6 Bn (less "G" and onc PL "B" Coy) will move
undoer comd Lt-Col Porter on 9 Mar, staging night 9/10:Mar at
DERNA and report tc Comd TOBRUK Fertress on 1l Mar.

7« Routc - BARCE = LUIGIL RLZZA - DERNA - TOLRUK.
8o Retivns for consumption 10 Mar will Le drewn ot
BENGHASI and for 11 Mer drawn &t DID DERNA.
9. Weter Full cépacity will be darried from CENCHLSI.
W.Ps+ 8% DLRCE and DERNA.
L0s PeloXie BENGHALASI = DERNL - TOBRUKs
1l. Anmn, (&) ZILech man will eerry 50 rds Shk. Ezen IMG will

cerry 1000 rds, and cach &4 Tk rific will carry
& negs filled.

(b) Doxed amn of all types will te returncd to ALD
oppoeite aecrodrome BENGHASI prior to nove.

5 A Surplus storcs and cquipment, enemy c~uns znd
weapong will te handed over to¢ relicvins BY.

1d. Medical, | 2/6 BN will errenge with HQ 2/2 Fd 4imb GUININES
for an ambulance tc accompany BN if one not alrcedy attoched.

14, Pl c¢f 2/5 Bau attached to 2/6 Bu at TRHGHASI will
romein there until tpt is sent from 2/5 Bu fur thon,

/EE.//"'.‘:.-’. r -'/

r/‘?& e T o

A S\ AR Mea jor,
_ Bdc Major, 17 Aust, Inf. Dic,
DISTRIBUTION

2;6 Bn Copy No. 1

2/5 Bn 2
2/7 Bn 3
Cemd “
B.M., o
S.C. 6
Sic @ T
2/2 Fa Amb 8
Rear Bde HR 9
6 Lfust Div 10
20 Aust Inf Rde 1
rile 12
War Diary 13 - 15

\ Sparcs 16 - 20
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Ref MAPS : ALGEDARIA | S EC R F}T-
EL LAGHEILA | i i R 7

17 Aust Eaf Bde T tx:ll_li._;u.-..l.u{ﬁ E;um:.zarz N o Sd

= Em =i

Bascd on informetion at this HQ up to 1200 hrs 5 Mar 41.

—— = sm - - = - i —— —_— — — P -— 5= - - —— = - . — E - - oy — e

Goncral 2/5 Bn took over MAKSL BREGA erca from 2/7 Bn night

475 Mar 41.

Enemy Alr Activity
_ 1630 nrs 4 Mar 1 B4 passed over Roar Bde HE =~ 1no
nostiiec action.

; 1600 hrs 4 Mar 7 canéemy Lombers, 2 fizhters obsorved
hoadliug weet at 1500 £ to couth of (X)3 8884,
Counsideralic encry &ir recece ruportcd over aree EIL
LGHEILA B0 approx 5 miles south of GIOFER Ly 5 0536 via MLRSH.
0955 hrs 5 Mar 1 largs 4-engined ELA Loamber Yiving -
at 6000-7000"' made circuit of area, drosping 10 bombs NW this HG.

Mines ¢ 1130 hre 4 Mer 1 4/C struck eneny mine 2 milec weet
T—iﬁrﬂ_‘ — .r + 3 - " “ ¥ »

Bl AGHEILG . Qther encmy mining iz reported on mein rds Loetween
17 - 18 Kiloc Posts from ACHEILL.

Enemy Ground Qpcrations.
. 1540 hrs 4 Mar A San KDG reportcd 3 enerny A/CS
nmoving cast 5_m11c¢ weut BEL AGHEILL on south side of roed.
1605 hrs cneny retired rapidly wcotwards when
cngaged Ly cur petrole.

Air Renurts

ir

L
. . Tac/R 4 Mar roported no apparent change cncnmy
dispositions estridc aein rd previgusly reportcd.

COICLUSION ¢
Lneny appeers to bée conecrned peinly with cndeewvourinz

tc lecate our Iwd pusng end flanks by ground poatrols and our
strength and diepocitions by air rocce.

nféfggzﬁgjiaﬁfkﬁiﬁéiﬂ,,ﬁ
e e

s e ’ Me jor,

3de Major, 17 Aust., Inf. 5d¢.

L
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o B C- R T Ty

R.T Maps ¢ AGEDLZTA |

RA R ﬁgﬁﬂlnﬁ s : Qupy Noo G
M R 0y 000 T
ST RTE: St & Max <l.

&7 Auet Iax nds ascllilognags Sumiary Nos S0

Baged on information at this HY uw to 1200 inre 4 Mar 41,

H--l-lrl-uﬂﬂ-ﬁlﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ‘ﬂm—ﬁﬁﬂﬂ-ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂu

E:ﬁh A;.r J;Utiv-it "

: , 3460 APs @ Mar L B uver JCDABIA &2rca. saund
Qf MG. roported by Roar HQ 17 RiG, coming from AGEDARIL LoC. - NG
casualtlies rouported

1400 are & Mtr L7 Bne Rvar HR rcoport dive btombiag

on Road Durlp &lout K1lo 40. i gacsualty. Truc< dunp degtroycd.
> 0udd hre 4« Mer 1 EA HEINKEL 11l flew around arca
NV 47 6¢ HG &% apirox 2000 £6. 47 .carcd possilly to ke photographs

iﬂg Mﬂniﬂ rd,
= 4% @pprox 1880 nrs KDG patrol atteacked Ly EA in
arve CBelo0 ~ 1o ceesualticas. |
1485 hrs 9 EA ubeerved NE of 2 Armd Bee at 5000 ft-
no howtile action.

Al K.oports. Tag/R L315 hrs 3 Mar roeports €00 MT und & guns
diploycd @stride mein rd from (X)4 9767 to (X)4B673, majority
appcared moving weot, slso 50 MT par«ed disperscd around well at
(KZA 7678, 00 MT moving east on rd in column of routsc, hced (X)
L7680, tall (X)A 6285, latter party esppearcd to inglude AFVE which

moved € o & kilos south of rd pariy.

Qwn Ground ﬁctiwit%.
KDGE report thet at 1580 hre & Mar their patrols

sew 2 enemy A/C< at B2130. Patrol report Ly 2/7 Bn in accordance
with instruetions for petrolling.

2/7 Bn stending petrols noething to report,

0755 hrs & 5gn KDGs reports huavy e¢xplosion heard
from dircetion ML.,TEN GIQFER &t Q715 hrs,

Gas 1 Tae finding of cylinders coataininz Mustard Gas in

Vicinity of 6 Lust Div is further cvidenec that supplies. of ge.s heve
tecn dunped throughout the country, Unite will ecnsure that 4/ses
gquipmont 1s not allowed toc dcturiorse or lose ¢cfficicncy &nd is ready
O Hads

Conclusion Tw€ 2ailr report thaet majority of MT acer torder wore
moving west secms to indicetc thet trocops have Leun dohusscd and MT
roturning, Encay aircreft eéppear to t¢ continuing with & thoroush
rvoce ¢f arca, The wider regee by wenemy 4/Cs indicstcs & ncw
ectivity in hie cndceeavour to loegte our forccs and discover our

lptoations,
Ay A pf %\?}ﬂ//}”

{ , Mejor,
dC Major, 17 Aust, Iuf, Bic,

Cupy No r

2f
2/
2/
) Bty

13

L3
T
b, /
Fe Aml

I‘?

4

0

Lt
2/28
Lrlg

I o M,

el

Lol

40 LO 4

L LO 2

18 6 Lust Div

17 Frov French Diie
18 Filc

19-21 Wer Diary.

O O-3Gww C pofFs -
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Uflﬁy NHaan {{3"‘
4 Mer ‘e

L7 Lukb ;nf Bde Qp gty Nusdle

- At cusariele S e e 3
I e nobt ® Mer LELD hrt 200 NI Bnd O cunt GepLoyud
. mabn vd fruk (X)b 9767 9 (%) & BOYG, m&éorit{ (%EEiVB?B
ai weit sdeo ol M&'parKGd diﬁpgxiﬂitirigfg Tiﬁi 7880 teil (X)
o5 ovine oast on rd eol of Foube AsL Ld :
%L;%Eg?tﬁauggvp;rhy napearod to inolude AFVe whioh moved & %0
i | G :
k1o uuuhhauiria Eiiti;g patroliing torowe frunt of 2/7 Ba to
vioinity ALGHEILA Bnd onh our Loft flank

3 ' | and sp detachnents) will relieve
o/5 mn (Less cne Qoy &nd otnor : £ i
g;? Bn on 4 ﬁar; (Gumd will pass Vo 3/5 3n not laver than 2400
- nlght 4/8 Mex.

o B : : car
3 B/7 3h Afved roiief will move to &and cecupy pu=n in T
L]
ol 2/5 Ells

“ Twu Coye /7 Bn will romain in prescat poin and come
. 3 x
ander aond 2/5 Bn.

5 sty 2/L P4 Rest, Sco L Lt ha B an%;tztauat inf i Tk
ny {awi8 3 pun) wili remein in pousns ac at pres .

- l 1 oo L ot O | 1 i 'LlE“ l

6 Trencport for novement of tps will 3€ arrangcd mutually
' " ‘.1_.‘. |

- Letwecn oomds 2/6 and 2/7 Bngd

7 Oir a&ﬁﬁiutiun af palicf the ecde ‘word HOME will be
oionellod Ly 2/5 DBue

A e e iy Ma jor,
niec Mejor, 17 hsusts Iuf. Doe.

i

GCopy NO. é

)

N 1 Fu RestT ‘é

cce 1 Lt Ad Lty 4

17 Auct & TK CY -

Cond .

Bels . 2

Swlo .

6 huct Div 10
o JLpad Bde }él_

Filc _15

mer DiLaxy 13-1

Soeres 16-20

\
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* kef MPge b AGEDABIA | SLCRET.

ol LCGHEILA e
MiRADA i & % 900,200 Copy Ia.f.“ﬂ*f'.
e ol 0 & Mar 4l.

\)‘J‘/ / .;.'? bugt Int Bde IT:.te .I.J.i: eneeé Qmiarli .

;fuad on inforaation at thie HQ Mp to L200 uXs & Mer 41,

- 2= @ =R 2 e T A S FE W W e e s 0 sl om0 = = e

MLhmitﬂlr Actlvlty

llaa are Rear Ide HG reporte agprox 7 EA
flew in & weeberly dircction tetwecn HY and AGEDABIL aerocronme,
Ahieh was Sonbed, :
1645 hrg 128 Z4 wombed RGEDABIA, co.ins in
from -the '¢&et, turning svuth when over kear de HOQ. -
Mukhtar AGEDABIA reportcd roge iving futal
weunde in raid., Report uhih investizated,

_Qﬂi:iﬁgghaﬂﬁ LCTIVity. |
Lir Reaorte ¢ -Strat/R 1080 hrs - 1245 hrs 1 Mar, roports
80 MT ol hl?u& NOFILIL aree and i2 MT, 1 fightor mll”r&lt L
.ufil,L’T o CENnE ess tt 26 P‘.L =CLIl atwean ﬂJPILI.u end ;}Il{ﬂEi
SO = 400 MTy ‘11 fichi¢re and 12 Lombers 3IRTR arve, 40 bonters
GL wileh LO possiitly tp carrierc and 10 fightors Litween SIRTE

£ ;LJUTL : ‘-‘lllj Lrif.li :'l'.._,. E-:' .]rl-.l-l'l 20{.}{.' T:Uﬂn.., E fl l'ltl:qf‘-.., 60 MJII H_}UH al'GC8sy
& SR, bl B Lm ii;uturn. i LolbeXs HOUN. = MIuUﬂhTui 20 flghters,
16 tohibGrs MISURLTL grce.

Viry Littie rued fniovement Letween SIRTE

LA MISJLJ;TL# RS

our patrois 2/7 Sn nothing te repurt.
IILRY RiCCE RLEBURTS FROM KDGS.
Lt BL LGHEILA = MT GIQFER - EL ACCARIL - GLRLT :AL- GLTL4.
G neTEL Reiiptkin whet rueds thery ere, .efe in falr condition,
eparl Irdm the ruald running Irum GLRET BL GLTIL toe the fori roed
ol LGHEILL {ohoet L1 (X) B.0864) which nes técn cut at heif mile
intervels., Tac ouing -off-tae-reald is oxtroucly-Led ahd bumpy,
neglng, prugreBes of wehiglcos yvory Hl.w. |

The, selt mersh un the S0UTH WBST is impessable

and thc, eand duncg round MT GICFER are very stocvp 2and can only be
cruegGd Ly Light armourcd wvehicles and vehieles with indepcndent

UL

four wheel drive. The road croeesing the dune 2% MT GIQFER 1is
2rutected Ly & Fort, and attecking encny could Le held up for =
conleidereacle Tineh There 1s 2 fort &nd &n eercdrome &t EL

LGHEILAS The road SQUTH. of the rusd june BL LGHEILL (3heetll
(X} Be0064) ic wery Etrungly furtificd and ‘eould be dlfendod

Caslily.
- Mep of CYRENATICAL, cdition of 4 Fcl "4l shects
e B '4.;.£.Li it TG PR e MT -..;IUFEH - KL I:CGI‘:.H.II; is ﬂE-H—G]{ih‘tuxltq.
fuRGse - | nu&d BL AGHEIL. - MT CIOFER i. mede of stonc,

pEL Ly cuvered with sand, suitable for single Linc traffie.
wacky, e stene is Nod ewvered, there is e goold treek Ly the ra,
Thie gulng off the rd is -.,Jetru“blt, &4 and bumpy, meinly largc
tultes of caluvl gress meking procross-slow anéd uneosfourtellc.

The rd' is prutieted fur first nile end & helf Ly twe rd klceceks
CoiipuBCd Ll .arrels and vehlclces. The roadc ceescs aftor 15

1 dilew, flthough 12 mills frof: LGHEILA bthere arc -c0::¢ woudcn huts,
tru- sravel dumps and large quﬁﬂtlElE” of stons for making rds,
T.ie lasgt ® filles to MT GICFER is elong & noderatu track.

| ‘The roel fros MT GEQFER - GLRET EL GLLIL,

elthéugh merged on the mAep; dues not-exist, Thore is no track,
Lt &owey can Le found Letween the sait mearsh &nd sand dunce
which rescpnclc en esearpacat. The golng is yuwry bed, belng
steoed &ad roeky &nd een only. bo passed by light armcurcu vehigelos
ent vehieiCs with four whoeel drives. Here egain thoe mep zooms

tv v losecurete ¢8 tnG seit nsrsh cuites further NORTH then its
p~&itiun @ sheut 4

PTO
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Tae rcd from GLRLT BL GLLIL - Fork (BL MGHELQf) Qhﬂut

& (X)390864 Fe zuvd, tubt 4t has beon cut if meny-placca N Pirct
ClLasg wragk Ly pds Guing Letweun roed and aalt marsh very lu,gy
ungulvecie cxetat fr-iight arnsurcé vehicles

: HCrLCYwe &t BL LGHEILL is small aﬂﬂ in goud conditicne
Vely nuir Go the Fort and very obvious from the sirn,

Furts. 4 furv et EL LGHEILA in zoud eundition. RG BL LGHEILA
= MT' GIOLaR Is Jefended for & mile and a-helfs Ly two rd bioeks of
ter varrcls end trenchos on tuth sides of the ra.
3 On thc r¢ LGHEILL = rd june (X)B0O%64 sitcs for two rd

tlocke within haif a mile of the fort.

worong rord, trenches and barb wire at MT GLEOFER ,uesrd
tiv cnl ol tihe s8Lt mersh, veliey and the Liily I'd gver “the
Geeagtonient, BAcy coming from SOUTH wwuid heveito ceross the
cECRrDACHy Ly rd 0P £u ELIT «nd find difficulty ln-crossing the
Ciearpuent, otherwisc gu round the sait mareh, T ¢ rd coculd be
gueracd at the tup of the escarpment.

2J0 ,%& SOUTH of thu forked rd (X)D.0264 is a very
Strougly fTortificd position. Trenches 1ﬂ4}0r Laried wire extending
600 y4g ecithir gidc of the rd.

T:d rc 1s ‘eut and carced wirce across it and two thick

lineg uf sdnd-tegs. Q.. withier zide of the rd Ly the sand bags
are fun sosistionce and sand Legged trenches. .
Cordent, It 1c curious to oioserve thet the cacmy should eut

the rd from GLRET BL GLLILin .s0 rany placcs and yet leeave a first
citcy traew. Lesifte-dts=enc alcu heve thu rd from mL GHElyﬁ to the

Tulrks
d R LDI FHHHGQ gﬂim hlGL -GLOFER Tu HXCL MH EL MMNECI.
Lo Laccpt 1n wicinity of GIuFbﬁ snd LETELFLL vii€ WADI EL
FaflBGH roegoinnts o 4 Livlsteaeles, ™ : |
2 ) G.catust oubstecle to LFVs is. the ced soft going 30UTH
=k Lhe Yedla 23
3. NORTH & this narrow strip: the whele aree is sener ally
VERY mad bunpy going with muceh soft sand.
Ric L.v coet golng for LFVs 1c guhcrally along nerrow
Strip incwdiately NORTH w.f ‘the: Lfcarpméﬂt. .

B CELCLEILAT ig carvly digtinguishable cn the rround
&t Bia, T .cre 1e no pess and NO ire ckﬂ here. & well found,
IR CETTAFLL 1is cihaiefly of note for tho 1:pnrtant well
oQUTH . tae Lhchrfmunt wheru meny cencls weter. -
% T ¢ distences Letween GIOFER - BELCLEIBAT - EETTAFAL
fine gorreet on Lutn the CYRENAICA &nd AGHBILL -apse "o
< Digterncs and Lecring of BETTLFAL ‘ron 5 2l GINN ~roved
curncet, ’ - '
LFEL WLDI FLREGH INCL MN EL MENSCI TO EL HASEJAT.

s Di.e TWEcd gres@rnts no serious 4 Tx obstecles el

wursl peXt is &t SCEBLIA wherc the Led of the 774l i very wedb
ena vetwcen BEDL FOMM .2r: EL HLSEJLT.
2o MN IELAIZAR hes no noticesble feature, just Loing a
wet pGtche - -

S Treckse

-
e

(&) . taat rtron LGLDLGIL = GTLFIL - LIN EL NAGL is 8ood |
2olng ocut is indistinet until 2 miles S0UTH of QGTLFIL.
() The track t¢ 30UTH of Wedl FAREGH ie good froez LIN EL
NAGL 0 witnin 3 cdics of EL HLSEJLT. Tucrecefter it turns
SQUTH F'HE}T from 1-Ir=.di SR T I‘I‘-t .mnar«cd on JllEup .
[ o, r‘_'*‘" - T e e ‘J t . . W
: ,
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3.

(¢) iRautu BIR ES SUERA (X)B 56 30UTH of SERCHA BS sECUIRA
v meln rc.
(1) Nelthor of the tracks shown on the mep &g lerving BIR
Es SUERS %o the WEST exist. '
(11) From BIR I8 SUERL due WEST for 7 miles is failr soing.
hn indistinet treck which proceads L0 milce NORTH TEaT
bhen «truek. Golngz fair. wnere this track turns Que
WEST (after 10 wmiles) a course duec NORTH for 3 miics
strikes the mein road. |

CONCLUEICN

8 Alr reports indicate that a furce, eetimated o
pdo Gp, moving 50UTH fro:x MISURLTL. It @appeers to be meking
god prosress. pneny alr tetivity eppears tov be principelly
coufinCd to roece with little offcnsive sctivity. | :

[}

T )
o’ o o /
ﬁf{/"l’/' -:"9"'7:--"' oy
- =K i ._‘-‘F__“_____.p-.-

. Major,
pde Majorx, 17 huet. Inf. ug.

DI TRISBUTION

Ls Top ®Iw sumnLary Nes <2,
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o ECRET,

waps ¢ LGEDLBIL ' N
_ EL LGHEILA ‘ any NOsssoo
B s MARADA 1 : 500,000
SIRTE | 2 Mary 41,

L7 Luet T.f Bde T.tsliicence summary No., <8.
sesed on iInformation at this HQ up to 1200 hrs 2 Mer. 41.

—ﬂ_"-"‘__*-_#----ﬂ——_-*_----—

Enemy L_ir ﬁutivi ’53;.

1400 hrs 1 Mar - 1 EA reported ¢ver 2/7 Bn
- N9 hustile actiun.

0900 hrs @ Mar - 1 EA passed cver Bde HN
ares at approx o000' flying in south west dircetiocn. Nv hostile
action. nccurate AL fire Ly 1 Lt LA causcd plane to accelerate
end elimc tu grester height.

1145 hrs 1 unidcatifiecd eireraft flew
overhead in SW direction &t 20,000 ft.

Own Lir Letivity. & Hurricenes flew cver 4 miles eccst of Rde
HQ, flying NB a’% &parox 8000'.

Air Rhgorth stret/R &7 Feb reports 7 ships 6000-1000 tons
1 “hlgm luw 400 tons, 9 seapianes in or neer TRIPOLI herbour.

O crulsereg, & destroyers 15 miles north of TRIPCLI seiling east,

enengzcd GDQEEG due west. 8 ships,bclicved warships, seiling

CONCLUSION EL have continued recece over the eres - the
arrivel of many more MT in the arsa seems to¢ be Ettracﬁlﬂb his
attention and recce mey te to attempt to ascertein number end
type of tps.

e S

"‘~|._l|I

MHP}UI‘
'LQL thur 17 Aust. Inf. Bde.

DISTRIGUTION ¢
hs per "I"™ Sunmery No &2.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT021200



RYE Meps: AGEDATIA | 22O RET.
EL AGHEILA | 2
| L : 500,000 GORF N s Wiy
l

& Mer 41.

ML RADA
3 LRTE

,L? ) = A . g - - y
= hu?ﬁ Inf Rée Latellicence suanary No 27,
based on informetion ot this % up to L200 hrg 1 Mar 41

Gelieral . KDGs passed from cur eomuand 1200 hre 28 perl,
&/5 3n noved into fwd aree.

Eaciy Alr Letivity.
¢ EA heve Leoun reported over this &Eree in the

i 1 e . r i ] :
Tac/R reports 4 EA Berudroms RAS LAKUFs  Two

-i;r i (¥ [ Wi AN r L Ea Fa P -~ [
ruzgu%ngt”xz&?ﬁug?b‘? ?i;uh weet of frounticer. Nu activity on
fr-ntie; & B0 f~ﬁ3¢:c'uﬁuth of road from RAS LANUT cast to

Y ' ’hie erce fiet end fair coing te sand hillis a9srox

6 NiLve west of fronticp, -

E. Gy Ground Jdacretions.

. _ ; 2R KADGE repurtved,at 10L5 hrs, six mediug o
with twy to 1agﬁwgug§aegin og iruntiﬁf. N {nfant;; u?ﬁuﬁiggu
e vbanaing pavruls 2/7 Bn - gne ol sh (X550
other cn main rd (X) 548, repert no enemy Eig;thd.ﬂ'Mﬂrhh (X)557,

CONCLUSION ¢ 4s details of o '

St L henly AFVs sizhted : are
EufjavaIIEELe WU Cennot deduce their intyniigﬁﬁ,thiﬁTE:rniﬁg it
€ on farther reevinnaissance, | e e

_.-*'*'J:".*-’-";'r_ ﬂ' 3 J -/
( gﬁ”%E;J?E!: e

S e e -

-
| Mc jour
Bde Mejour, 17 Aust. Inf. Ege.’

DISTRIBUTION

HE pepr "IN waaery Ko 22,
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S ECRET,

1 May 41,

i Copy Noeesens
Refl.Maps. EL AGIEILA: MARADA & AGEDABIA(1/500,000) --

1. Enery. Strat/R reported on 24 Feb 41 a coln of 500 M.T,
moving SOUTH & EAST, ‘head at HSUN, 55 miles N.E, of SIRTE .
tail at TAUORGA. NotHing further has been heard of this oolm,
| Strat/R on 26 Feb Ll rannrted hOO Inf. at HﬂODADIﬁ
(X)ALS597 =
; our patruls rewurted Dn I Mar'ul. at 1@15 hﬁﬂ, 6 T
ehermy Med.Tanks and 2 to 4 guns SOUTH of the Main.Rd.at the
frontier. This coln retired at 1300 ‘hrs. -

2, Own Tps, KDG is how under cormd of 3 APNJBdﬂn which will

be situated about the well at‘ (X)B91l82,
Australian forces as in Op.Instrn No.6 dated

Qu_Eeb 3

INTENTION,
3 2/7 Bn, Aust, Inf.Rert. will Ve responsible from %

the coast to track ‘Juanc. at KBOLT8.
KDG will be responsible for protective recce.
WEST of NORTH-SOUTH line through MN BELCHLEIBAT(X)BLY4 -and
C )SEUTH of the WADI FAREGH as far EAST as incl. MIN DETTAFAL .
X)B85

METHOD. | _ |
Ly, "A"Sqgn. will select a posn. between track frou
| AGHEILA to MN GIOFER and NORTH-SOUTH line through MN _
SLCHLEIBAT and will furnish 2 patrols daily as follows:—
No.,l Patrol to a posn of observation near or WEST of
EL AGHEILA from whieh a watch can be kept on the Main Rd.
" Patrol will always be in posn from 0630 to 1900 hrs:
i Noo2 Patrol will patrol daily SOUTH of WADI FAREGH from
7 NORTH-SOUTH line through MN BELCHLEIDAT to/NORTH-SOUTH grid
line 5 in Sq.(X)B. inc
_ 2 "B" Sgn. will remain in present posn, and will
/ patrmii provide/dai SOUTH of VADI FAREGH frﬁm/NGRTHiSOUEﬂ grid /exc.
%K( line 5 Sq.(x B.to exo. N=8 grid:line 7 Ba.(Z)B. “
ol 6. "G" Sqn. will take up a Hosn. about BIR—e1~GINK
and will vrovide 1 patrol daily to recce., SOUTH of WADI :
% | e} ‘*frﬂm/NORTHmSDWH grid line 7 Sq(X)B. to NORTH - SOUTH
line through EN BETTAFAL.
J/ Tl “* No.2 Patrol "A" Sgn and patrols from "B &"G" Sgns. -
/ may remain in their pgtrolling areas for 2l ‘hours if desired.
/ This is considered necessary owing to the very bad going to be

J
Q crossed before reaching these areas. Outgoing patrols will
relieve incoming patrala apprnx half way betwaen.SanareaE
\< ‘ and patrel areas. i
= 8 " ."RHQ" and Sec-1 Lt.ﬁ,A Bhy. #111 move ﬂﬂi?.Mar:ml
éﬁ to ares EAST of BIRrel-GIHH; anct 1ﬂcatiﬂn will.bE'nntiflaﬁ
- : later.
\ O Sec 1 Lt.ﬁAaBty at prasent undar*uﬁmmd.“G“Sqﬂéh
‘ \tf \ will now come under commd "Sqnj PRl ATty
\ \ ADMINISTRATIVE,.
TG, ~ Eehelons of "RHQ" "B & "C"Sgns. will move up
to their Sans. daily by daylicht in the late afternoon by - %
aross country track already in use by "B"Sgna
"A"Sgns echelom will move by mein rd. and will
not start before: 1800 hre.
R\ Time of signature 1$50 Ars.

\ ’ 15*{ H - Lﬁbquﬁlﬁxn

Capt.
il AdJb « E;DLG S
DISTRIBUTION:~ Cepy No. I "A" Sqn, Gopy Noi 2 !B Bqn.
: j Hc" S_an ['l' im{ :
5 Toahoalonm. O A
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