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ndBe 1042 SUNDAY : Left Jemaluatig 'approx 0400 hrs. Arrived 3 miles east Bakri
"Crossroads approx 1500 hrs 18.1.42. Contacted Indian Ambiilance - Indian Lieut
with anbulance arrived at 19 Bn harbour - approx 1630 hrs. Anmbulance sent
forward to Bakrl Crossroads to pick up 2/29 Bn wounded who were reported as’
belng at crossroads. Ambulance driver returned and reported that he was un-
able to find any wounded. 2 men of 2/19 Bn suffering from dysentery evaéuated
by ambulance. These were the only men evacuated by ambulance from Mar - -
? names. This was the one and only time I was in contact with the d Ambul-
ance. On 2l.1.42 after the Bn had broken through a roadblock, the ambulahce
truck was found on the side of the road riddled with machine gun bullets -
driver dead - dead Japanese in amb. Apparently the driver had tried to break
through the Pblock to contact 19th. About 1800 hrs or a little later I heard
that Brand had a number of wounded forward - Col Anderson decided to bring™
them back as Soon as contact was galned with 29th. Heayy shelling 2100 hrs -
no casualties.
19.1.42 MONDAY : About 0900 hrs heavy fighting - left flank - with casiualties
from 'D! Coy about 0930. At same time, truck arrived from B Ech with one
wounded man and reported that B Ech was surrounded and filerce fighting in
progress - no further castalties from B Ech. TFighting continued on all flanks
throughout day (Bn area) - 1800 hrs - 50 casualties from 19th Bn. From 1800
hrs on casualtles from 29th and 45 Ind Bde and 2/15 ¥d Regt (Bty) filtered in
2200 hrs there were approx 100 casmalties in Bn area. 45 Ind Bde HQ blowh
up by aerlal bomblng. Unable to tontact amb. Report came through that Vie
Brand would join 19th that night - no sign. 29th Bn and 45 Ind Bde joined
19th Bne.

J -

20¢1.42 TUESDAY : 0500 hrs. Col Anderson declded to put' ‘wounded on trucls

and leave at 0700 to endeavour to return to Parit Sulong.

0700 hrs - left Bakri. Bn spent day fighting along rd and breaking through-
roadblocks. I think Viec Bfahd joined the Bn during the mornings of 20.1.42 -

I did not see 1 untll 21.1.42 at Par Sulong. Many more were wounded and
killed thls day - wounded put on trucks. Ambulance pulled of side of road
and put in convoys- About 1800 hrs’ broke through last road bTlotk and proceeded
to Parlt Sulong during night of 20.1.42 and early morning 2l.1.42.
Justei2 t Arrlved 3 miles (approx) West of Parit Sulong at 0300 hts. Japan-
sse In occupation and holding bridge. Fierce fighting during da¥ - trucks
were bunched in.centre of perimeter alohg road - machine gunned Trom air.
Marther casualties. On the night of 21:1.42 I estimated that there were
abort 400 or more wounded of 29th, 19th, Indian Bde and 2/15 Fd Regt and a
few strays. This high flgure may be accounted for by Col Anderson's order
that no Injured man was to be on the perimeter during the night. A large %
of the wounded were walking cases.

22¢1e42 : Attempt to take Bridge falled - further casualties - many of whom
were killed.' At about 1100 hrs I heard that there had been a general ofder
to withdraw - the majority of the walking wounded had left by this time.

For about I hr prior to this the truckscarrying the badly wounded (almost  ~
morlbund In many cases) had been shelled, bombed and machine gunned - several
trucks had been blown up and others were on fire. T then set out with Lieut
Austin and a few other wounded and crossed the Muar. I am unable to zive
detalls of casualties &c. - 19th Bn has figures.

i " Bt

(Sgd) R. L. Cahill Captain
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2 2/19th BATTALION, A.I.F.
18th January, Orders received to leave JEMALUANG at 0400 hrs.l9th.Jan.42

1342. Bn 2 i/c (lMajor Oakes) Lieut. Davidson, Lieut. Neild and

micleous of Platoon Sgts. "RGUMS" Good To be left to hand

over area to incoming NORFOLK UNIT. (5)

19th January« Bn left JEMALUANG at 0400 hrs in 2/2 Reserve. M.T. Convoy,
and head of column reached YONG PENG at approximately
0830 hrs. Instructions to proceed to BAKRI on YONG PENG-
MUAR Road. Col. Anderson went ahead, followed by "B" Coye.

% He contacted Brig. Duscan 45 Indian Infantry Brigade about

Brigade Headquarters. 99+ MP. Ordered to take up position
covering BAKRI Road Junction. !"B" Coy reached Road Junction
about 1030 hrs. took up position about 1/3 mile South. "C"
Coy next about 400 yds North, "A" Coy about 100 MP, "D" Coy
less 2 platoons (Lieut. Varley's left at PARIT SULONG Bridge

Iieut., Wilson at BUKIT LANKAP ENDAU River) North of 100 liP.

Enemy between 2/19 and 2/29 at 101 MP., Remnants Ghawalis
& Raj. Rifles, south of "B" Coy. Jats about 7 miles North road
junction. "A" Coy 2/29 (less 1 pl BAKRI Rd. junction at

approx. 1100 hrs. This coy was ordered by Col. Anderson to
regain contact with 2/29 Bn. --- attack failed,

For remainder of day "C" Coy 2/19 carried out aggressive
patrols West, and allowed a saéaﬂézén of 2/19th Carriers under
Iieut. Howard to get contact with 2/29th Bne

.Brnught Capt. Gibson (2/29) back to see Col. Andersdne.

DISPOSITIONS AT 1800 HRS.
2/19th Bn. same, except "C" Coy now at BAKRI Road Junction.

2/29th less "D" Coy now all together about 101uP.

45th Brigade 99+ MP.
B. Ech 2/19 983 lP.

During night heavy enemy shelling, forward troop 2/15th
Field Regt about 100 MP, farced'ta take up new position

about 994 P,

o0th January Same dispositions, but Japs again between 2/19th and 2/29the
nAn Coy ordered to attack, assembled, but owing to delay

-] -
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with 2 ATK Guns, had not moved when a heavy Jap attack
developed from the South on Bn. HeQs Japs took high
ground overlooking and within 150 yds of Bn. H.Q. "AW Coy
went in to attack, retook hill, but were heavily pressed.
Col. Anderson ordered "B" Coy. Flank attack on Japs from
“WEst to East. Very sﬁccessful, counted Jap casualties, 67,
(evidently very much greater) Japs retreated, "B" Coy 2
wounded .
_"B" Coy took up positiun to Bast of "A" Coy. Continual
heavy attacks on "B" Coy all day.
About 1300 hrs 2 Coys Jats arrived and put in position,
covering East of position. During morning 2/19th "B" Ech.
very heavily attacked, == 45th'1ndian.Brigade He Q. bombed.
All killed except Brigade Commander (Brig.Duncan) Brigade
la jor (Majar Anﬁersmn) & Assist.Staff Capte., all others casual-
ties, plus Signals. Col. Anderson took charge and during
afternoon ordered 2/29th Bn. to withdraw & join 2/19th Bn.
This move completed by approx. 2000 hrs. Remnants of 2/29th
consisted of "A" Coy, 50, "B" Coy, 100, "C" Coy 50. "B" Coy
were kept intact, "A" & "C" Coys placed under command "DV
Coy 2/19 Capt. Westbrook,
ight Perimeter formed with following tTroops, 2/19th inclﬁd.
ugt & “CM Coys 2/29th "B" Coy 2/29th. 2 Coys Jats, Remnants of
GHAWALIS & RAJ RIFLES.,
Messages had been received from H. Qe A.I.F. péﬁ 109 Set,
in high grade cipher but cipher destroyed. Finally received

in Syllabic, "WITHDRAW ON YONG PENG".

21st January During early morning wounded a4t in trucks, all unessential
equipment dumped. Force began to move Bast at 0700 hrs, in
following order. |
2/19th Bn. with réar protected by Indian Troops & "B" Coy
2/29th Bn. Transport & Arty. Bty. on road.
At approx. 99 MP, at 0800 hrs contacted Japanese (1 Coy) &
Road Blocks, covered by well dug position on top of cutting
with approx. 6.M.G.'s. Great difficulty experienced intaking

—2—
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position. On North side taken by "B" Coy (Lieut.Ibbott killed)
. On South side cutting, Col. Anderson, after he had ordered "AM

Coy to create a diversion and noise to the South, took it

with a few men. He put one gun out of action with a

grenade and shot two Japs at other gun with his pistol.,

Heavy shelling and pressure on rear (West) throughout. M.T.

Column began to move East again at 1145 with force moving

deployed in rubber. Reached 2/19th Bh."B" Ech, which had con=-

sisted of Transport Drivers, 6 platoon, 1 section carriers,

e 2 detach?ﬁgﬁiars plus Lieut. Varley's platoon from PARIT SULONG
(relieved by 5 Norfolk Platoons). All vehicles out of action
and force except for killed had disappeared. lMoved on East
and af 1215 about 97#4 MP contacted enemy in strength, with
Road Blocks (later found to be six) Continual endeavour all
afternonﬁ to force gap position, with very limited success
and heavy casualties. Very heavy attacks by Japs on rear and
very heavy shelling. At 1730 hrs position wﬁs extremely
serious, the Indian Troops, except Jats, demoralised, and
force was gradually contracted into a length of road about
800 yds longe. Col. Anderson decided on a dusk attack. Heavy
smoke and H. E. from Mortars Z-5 to Z at Z, "C" Coy and "A" Coy
attacked, "C" from the North Jap flank,

This action brought into distinction the superlative initiative
of Australian Troops - évery'man'was fighting mad. DMortar

= shells were directed on to targets by Infantry men a few yards
from the target (voice relayed back? gunners were fighting with
rifles, bayonets and axes (range too short for 25 pdrs. except
to Jap rear areas West). A gun’crew pushed its 25 pdr., round a
Cutting and blew out the first road blocks (vehicles) at 75 yds
range., Carriers pushed within 5 yds of Japs M.G.'s and blew
them out. Two carriers almost cut the walls of a 4 inch

to pieces '
walled concrete house/with Vickers. House contained 3 Jap

M.Ge's and about 60rmen, Men went forward under heavy M. G.

- fire and chopped road blocks to pieces with axes, About

1830 hrs the Japs had had enough and cleared out, leaving
-
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hundreds of casualties.
The column moved on and contact with enemy was lostT.
The force moved on through the night along a long causeway-
Advance guard out, then carriers at head of main body, then
vehicleé (filled with wounded) Armoured cars at rear, troops
marching in single file on each side of road, with M. T. in the
centre.,
oond January At approx. 0300 hrs. Lieut. Varley rejoined unit, with 50 men,
and about the same time an Indian sepoy was found. He stated
that he had been fired upon by Japanese that afternoon near Dy.
Col. Anderson not knowing the position to the East decided to
send 2 D.R.'s to the PARIT SULONG BRIDGE. They were
challenged in a foreign language by 4 men dressed with pith
helmets, but not fired on. A patrol was sent forward to the
bridge and on being fired nn,-it was decided to attack the
bridge at 0700 hrs (2/19th Bn. to do the attack. Moved
forward "B" Coy North side, "C" Coy South side clearing PARIT
SULONG village. An English speaking Malay met Col. Anderson,
Major Anderson and Lieut. Burt and told tThem that the Johore
Eﬁlitary Forces held the bridge. ILieut. Burt was left to give
instructions to "A" and "D" Coys and M. T. column.
The Malay led Col. Anderson, Major Anderson and small escort
into Jap Ambush., "C" Coy was available and attacked with
bayonet and grenades Col. Anderson using his voice and ordering
nugn upn wEH & WDM Coys to attack there and then, although
nan, "B" and "D" Coys were not available about 1 Jap in 10
would speak English and The enemy pulled out. The bridge was
meantime had
found to be in Jap. hands and the Malay/got away.
The force pushed on and the bridge was attacked by "A" Coy,
attack repulsed, only 4 men being left out of 1 platoon.
Bridge very heavily defended with M. G's in houses.
Finally the West side of Bridge was captured but further
progress found impossible without AIR support which was
applied for. The Arty couldn't fire, the range being too
Shﬂrt; and mortars were ineffective against The houses.

-
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About 1100 hrs. position was in The form of a perimeter,

. ériangular in shape, apex at the Bridge, baseline about 1000
yds from apex with "A" Coy at Bridge, "B" Coy North side of road

HCW Coy South side then 2/29th Bn. and Jats South side and "D

Coy North. |

The aerial support for an attack didn't arrive, although the

eneny - to the West were heavily bombed and machined gunned by

our planes.

The enemy were shelling heavily, attacking from the West with
® Tanks (which they lost) and machine gunning from the air.,,
Gradually the Jats were demoralised, The other Indians, who
were completely broken and had thrown away their arms, were
an absolute nuisance and were finally sent out of the area to
become P.0.W,

Gradually the rear was forced in, as the perimeter had to
contract owing to casualties and_defectinns of the Indian
troops. At dark the Jap tanks, tried tﬁ.attaﬂk along the
road, but a 25 pdr. stopped that, then the Tanks through the
rubber but "D" Coy with Bakelite Bombs and Mills Grenades
destroyved five.
Col. Anderson before dark tried to get two ambulances with
badly wounded East through the Jap lines. The enemy refused,
except on complete surrender, Col. Anderson refused to
consider it, and the ambulances were left by the enemy on the
Bridge., During the night Lieut. Austin, who was badly wounded
and one 0/R. drove them back into our lines. A nasty night.
23rd January Position rapidly became untenable after daylight; Very heavy
shelling, with large casualties "D" Coy attacked by enemy.
Col. Anderson decided to leave M. T., Guns, and wounded and
withdrew North, then East tTo YONG PENG.
Orders were given for the force to withdraw to the North
(Bearing 340 degreés), then East "B" Coy, then "C" Coy, then
A" Coy, then 2/29th Bn., then "D" Coy (who covered the with-

drawal) at five minute intervals.

%
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M. T Guns and BEauipment were destroyed and the withdrawal
was reasonably successful. The force went out as a force.
We were sent down to G. B. Depot, Johore Bahru for reorganis-
ations

The 2/19th Bn. as follows:-

219 Officer and men fit for duty after a rest.

72 Killed

76 Wounded & Missing

52 Wounded and moved out with the Battalion

Remainder Missing.

Col. Anderson was given permission to form a new Battalion
of approximately 900 men and officers., The Battalion took

in 690 Reinforcements.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL | RCDIGT1021337



25 Jan: -
0200 hrs

0830 hrs

(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)
(e)
(£)

25 Jan

26 Jan: -

Bn withdrew from PARIT SILONG to YONG PENG (Detailed

previously)

1lst Elements (B & C Coys) reached YONG PENG and
contacted LOYAL REGT, Australian A.D.S. Ambulances
and 2/3 M.T. sent to pick men up.

Col. Anderson reached H.Q., A.I.F. near RENGAM.

Left for General Base Depot, Johore Bahru, and worked
all day on basis of his own Bn Establishment {Permission
to do so having been given by Maj General Gordon Bennett)
During day the officers and men returned to G.B.D.

The new establishment as follows -

4 Rifle Coys, each of 4 Pls, each Pl with 4 Secs -

2 L.M.G.Secs, and 2 Assault Secs - Coy strength 184 men
(Incl Coy Sigs) Bn H.Q. - Co, 21/c, Adj. 1.0 (plus sgt.
and 6 men) Orderly Room Staff Asst., Adjt.

Bn Sigs Pl

Bn Carrier Pl (7 Carriers each with Vickers and 1 Bren Gun)
Mortar Pl - 3 3" lortars |

AA, Ploneer, and Ammo Supply Pl

Transport Sec. 27 Drivers 1/¢ Tpt. Sgt.

QeM., ReQ.M.S, and Q.M. Starff.

Total strength Bn H.Q. 194 Men
Total Persn Bn (Officers 34 plus D.M.0 and Padre

E lfen 922,
The basis was rather flexible at the time and over the
following few days adjustments were made. Additions to
above figures were attachments such as Pay Sgt, Postal

Orderlies, etec.

Until withdrawn to Singapore Island.

General allotment of men and officers to various jobs -
C.0. Col Anderson M.C., (Later V.C. M.C.)
2/1lc Maj. Oakes

Adj. Capt. Hughes
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LUse &~
I,0, Lieut. Burt
A Agst, Adjt. Lieut Nield.
R.M.O, Capt Shiels
Padre H, W.Greenwood
Sigs Lieut Minto
Mortars Lieut, Douglas
Carriers Lieut, Carne
Pineers Lieut, Sanderson
Qe M, Lieut Good (ex. R.@.M,S.Go0d)
-~ 0.C. A, Coy - Capt. Cousens - 21/c Lieut. Beverley
x 0. C. Be Coy = Maj. Keegan - 21/e Lieut. Weilley
0.C. C. Coy = Capt. Thomas - 21/e Lieut. Gollan.
0.C. D. Coy - Maj. Vincent(Later M.C.) 21/e Capt. Westbrook

(who was evacuated to 10 A.G.H) then Lieut.,

1':7? 11 S0on ™

Pl Comdrs - Original 2/19 Bn as follows:-

Lieuts. Ritchie, Bennett, Davidson, Varley (Later 1.C.)
Reinforecement officers (Total Names NOT KNOWH)

Lieuts. MINTO, CARNE, BRENNAN, SANDZRSON (Ex, Commands
Unit) all had been sent by 2/19 Bn to 0.C.T.U.

Plus Lieuts OTTLEY, BARTON,

After a few days Col Anderson was told his next task -
the right flanks Bn, covering the Outer Bridgehead of the Johore
Causeway, to enable all Imperial Forces to withdraw to Singapore
Island,

X Forece (C.0. Brig, Taylor (22 Aust Inf RBde) to cover outer bridge-
head - Right 2/19 Bn A.I.7. Centre 2/20 Bn A.I.F,, Left 2 GORDONS -
hold E and F lines Inner Bridge Head - 240 Men 2 A.S.Highlanders

(G Line)

The 2/19 Bn Area (approx) North as far as TAMPOI-TEBRAU-
JOHORE BAHRU X Rds, East to TEBRAU River, South to JOHORE, Military
Force Barracks, West Execl, Rallway Line.

Extensive Recce took place - and taking day of with@irawal as
D, the Bn took up positions D=1 at 1400 hrs.

Dispositions - D Coy covering TABRAU, TAMPOI, JOHORE BAHRU X Rds.
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B Cogy - Right Flank from INTERNATIONAL Club forward along river,
A Loy = Johore Barracks

C Coy = To rear of D Coy

Bn, H,Q.- Area behind and to west of Johore Barracks,

On D (think 2nd Jan) at 0830 hrs. the various elements of the
Imperial Forces (EAST FORCE - 2/18 Bn A.I.F., Dogras) WESTFORCE
(2/30 Bn 2/26 Bn) 9 Ind Div, 11 Ind Div began to come through X
Force lines, movement continued all night. At approx.0530 hrs

on D plus 1, the last elements had passed over causeway, and Brig,
Taylor gave orders for X Forece to withdraw, all troops of 2/19 Bn
were over Causeway by approx. 0730 hrs, after passing through A,S.
Highlanders. There was no contact with the mah;r.

BRIG,TAYLOR'S PLAN (adapted fram that prepared by Lt.Col Stewart
(AsS.H, ) ’

Outer bridgehead E and F lines with No withdrawal behind F line.,
Inner Bridgehead (Ipdﬂpendent Command Lt.Col.Stewart) G Line (a
half circle around head of Causeway radius about 600 yds)

ARTY Support - 2/10 Fd.Regt, plus 1 British Fd.Regt.(either 82 or 88)
Should there be contact, a barbage was to be brought down on E Line
(after withdrawal of our forces) then on F Line (again after with-
drawal) and the same on G Line.

The Singapore Island side and Causeway énvered'by 2/4 M.G.Regt. and

Hydrabads as stated before there was no contact and no shots were
fired,

Jans — On reaching Singapore Island the 2/19 Bn went to a
Dispersal area about 4 miles 5.E. Causeway, and the same day were
transported to the 22 Aust Inf Bde Sectn - The 2/19 Bn Sectn was
on Western side Singapore Island - NORTH to and EXCIL MURAI River,

south and INCL BERIM River, then wedge and triangular shaped East
to Rd Junet 7019,

Coy Dispositions -
A Coy CHOA CLIFT KANG Village and Sgs.6419, 6519
B Coy- FWD, and within 1000 yds. Johore Straits, North to

MURAI River - 2 pls, on water front.
C Coy -Reserve in Sg. 6421

D Coy =On Johore Straits - South to BERIM River, and within 102?
: yds
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water, 3 Pls fwd,
* Bn, H.Q. - Sg 6421

Ttwas found that in spite of the frontage of 3800 yds to
a depth of up to 9000 yds, thick country, swamps etec. that there

was no preparation whatsoever, no fieldworks - even weapon pits
wire or oemmunications - B and D Coy actually had to carry every-
thing - rations wire ete., a distance of approx. 2 miles from the
end of the only available road.

6 Observation and Listening Posts were established, and
gave good information as to Jap movements across the straits -
Lieut, Ottley and 20RS did a Recce Patrol on the Johore side.
Continuous topo recce was carried out, weapon pits dug and section
wiring commenced.
In addition to Security Patrols at dawn, clearing patrula. operated
over the entire fwd area during the day.
(The writer met with an accident and about this time (2 days
before landing) went to 13 A.G.H.
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2/19th Bettalion 4.I.F. WAL DOIRAK Y. >

18t '.Tan.1942:~ Orders received tolﬁave JEMALUANG at 0400 hrs.l19th.Jan.42
~ Bn. 2 i/e (Major.0akes.) Lieut.Davidson,Lieut.Neild.and
nucleous of Platoon Sgts "RQMS" Good to be left to hand
P over area to incoming NORFOLK UNIT. (5)
19th, Jan%.’ Bn left JEMALUANG at 0400 hrs in 2/2 Reserve. M.T. Convoy,
and head of column reached YONG PENG at approximately
0830 hrs.Instructions to proceed to BAKRI on YONG PENG-
MUAR Road. Col. Anderson went ahead, followed by "B" Coy.
He contacted Brig. Duncan 45 Indian Infantry Brigade about
Brigade.Headgquarters.99% MP.Ordered to tzke up position
covering BAKRI Road Junction "B" Coy reached Road Junction
about 1030 hrs.took up position about 1/3 mile South."C"
Coy next about 400 yds North."A" Coy about 100 MP "D" Coy
less 2 platoons (Lieut.Viurley's left at PARIT SULONG Bridge)
Lieut.Wilson at BUKIT LANKAP (ENDAU River) North of 100 MP.
Enemy between 2/19 & 2/29 (at 101 MP) remnants GhaWalis
& Raj.Rifles,south of "B" Coy. Jats about 7 miles North Road
Junction. "A" Coy 2/29 (less 1 pl BAKRI Rd. Junction at
approx. 1100 hrs. this coy wasordered by Col. Anderson to
- regain contact with 2/29 Bn. ---attack failed.
; : Hﬂ;Fnr remainder of day "C" Coy 2/19 carried out aggressive
i[Ldl patrols West,& allowed a sedsedion of 2/19th Carriers under
Lieut. Howard to get contact with 2/29th Bn.
Brought Capt.Gibson (2/29) back to see Col. Anderson.
DISPOSITIONS AT 1800 hrs.
2/19th Bn. same, except "C" Coy now at BAKRI Road Junction.
2/29th. less "D" Coy now all together about 101MP.
45th Brigade 993%=,
B Ech 2/19 98% WP,
During night heavy enemy shelling,forward troop 2/15th
Field REEt about 100MP,forced totake up new position
about 993 MP,
20th. Jan. Same dispositions,but Japs again between 2/19th. and 2/29th.
"A" Coy ordered to attack,assembled, but awing to delay
with 2 ATK Guns, had not moved when a heavy Jap attzck
developed from the South,on Bn.H.@Qm.Japs took high
ground overlooking and within 150 yds of Bn.H.Q'®e."A" Coy
went in attack,retook hill,but were heavily pressed.
Col. Anderson ordered "B" Coy.Flank attack on Japs from
West to East. Very successful, counted Jap casualties,67,
(evidently very much greater)Japs retreated,"B" Coy 2
wounded.
"B" Coy took up position to Ezst of "A"Coy.Continual heavy
attacks on "B" Coy all day.
Apout 1300 hrs 2 Coys Jats arrived and put in position, %0
covering Fast of position.During morning 2.19th."B" Ech.
very heavlily attacked.--45th. Indian Brigade H.Q!rs bnmbed-!
All killed except Brigade Commander (Brig.Duncan) Brigade
Major (Major Anderson) & Assist.Staff Capt,all others casnal-
. ties,plus Signals.Col.Anderson took charge and during
= afternoon ordered 2/29th Bn. to withdraw & join 2/19th Bn.
This move completed by approx. 2000 hrs.(Remnants of 2/29th
consisted of "A"™ Coy,50,"B" Coy,100,"C"Coy,50,) "B" Coy were
kept intact,"A" & "C" Coys placed under command "D" Coy(2/19)
Capt.Westbrook.
Night Perimeter formed with following troops,2/19th.(includ
"A® & "C" Coys 2/29th) "B" Coy 2/29th. 2Coys Jats,Remmnants of
GHAWALIS & RAJ RIFLES.
Messages had been received from H.Q'esw.A.I.F. per 109 Set,
in high grade cipher (cipher destroyed). Finally received in
Syllabic," WITHDRAW ON YONG PENGM,
2lst. Jan. During early morning,wounded e in trucks,all unessential
equipment dumped. Force began to move East at 0700 hrs,in
following order.
2/19th. Bn. with rear protected by Indian Troops & "B" Coy
2/29th. Bn. Transport & Arty. Bty. on road.
At approx. 99 MP, at 0800 hrs contacted Japanese (1 Coy) &
Road Blocks, covered by well dug position on top of cutting
with approx. 6.M.G's. Great difficulty experienced in taking

position. On North side taken by "B" Coy(Lieut. Ibbott killed)

On South side cutting,Col. Anderson.after_ he, had erged "A"
Coy to create a divexsgiﬂn & noise to the Snfthf tc?cﬁg 3
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with a few men.He put one gun out of action with a
grenade,& shot two Japs at other gun with his pistol.
Heavy shelling & pessure on rear(West) throughout.M.T.column
began tomove East again at 1145.with force moving deployed in
rubber. Reached 2/19th Bn."B" Ech,which had consisted of Transpor
~ Drivers,8 platoon,l section carriers, 2 detachs Mortars plus
Lieut. Varley's platoon from PARIT SULONG (relieved by 5
Norfolk Platoons) All vehicles out of action,& force except for
killedhad disappeared.Moved on East & at 1215 about 973 MP
contacted enemy in strength, with Road Blocks(later found to be
six) Continual endeavour all afternoon to force Jap position,with
very limited success & heavy casualties. Very heavy attacks by ;ﬂ
Japs on rear, & very heavy shelling. At 1730 hrs position was ||
extremely serious,the Indian Troops,except Jats,demoralised,& H
force was gradually contracted into a length of road about 800 |
yds. long.Col.Anderson decided on a dusk attack. Heavy smoke &
H.E. from Mortars Z-5 to Z,at Z,"C" Coy &"A" Coy attacked,"C" fra
the North Jap flank.
This action displayed the absolute initiative of Australian
g Troops - every man was fighting mad. Mortar shells were directed
= on to targets by Infantry men,a few yards from the target(voice
relayed back) gunners were fighting with rifles & bayonets & axes
(range too short for 25 pdrs.except to Jap rear areas West)
A gun crew pushed its 25 pdr. round a cutting & blew out the first
road blocks (vehicles) at 75 yds range.Carriers pushed within
5 yds of Japs M.G's.& blew them out. Two carriers almost cut the
walls of a 4 inch walled concrete house/with Vickers (house
to pleces
contained 3 Jap M.G's. & about 60 men,) Men went forward under
heavy M.G. fire & chopped road blocks to pleces with axes.
Apbout 1830 hrs the Japs had had enough,& cleared out,leaving
hundreds of casualties.
The column moved on,& contact with enemy was lost.
The force moved on through the night azlong a long causeway-
Advance guard out,then carriers at head of main body, then
vehicles (filled with wounded) Armoured cars at rear,troops
marching in single file on each side of road,with M.T. in the
centre.
ceend.Jan. At approx. 0300 hrs.Lieut.Varley rejoined unit,with 50 men,&
about the same time an Indian sepoy was found. He stated that he
had been fired upon by Japanese that afternoon near by.
Col. Anderson not knowing the position to the East decided to
send 2 DRs to the PARIT SULONG BRIDGE. They were challenged in a
foreign language by 4 men dressed with pith helmets,but not
fired on., A patrol was sent forward to the bridge,on being fired
on,it was decided to attack the bridge at 0700 hrs(2/19th.Bn. to
do the attack). lMoved forward "B" Coy North side,"C" Coy South
side(clearing PARIT SULONG village)An English speaking Malay met
Col Anderson,Major.Anderson & Lieut Burt & told them that the Jo-
hore lilitary Forces held the bridge.Lieut Burt was left to give
instructions to "A" & "D" Coys,& M.T. column.
The Malay Lead Col.Anderson,Major.Anderson & small escort into
Jap ambush."C" Coy was available & attacked with bayonet & gren-
ades Col.Anderson using his vwice & ordering A"BN"C"&D" Covs to
attack here and then although A,B,D Coys were not available
(about 1 Jap in 10 would speak English) the enemy pulled out.
The bridge was definitely found to be in Jap.hands.(The Malay
got away).
The force pushed in,& the bridge was attacked by "A" Coy,attack
repulsed,only 4 men left out of 1 platoon.Bridige very heavily
defended with M.G's. 1n houses.
Finally the West =ide of Bridge was captured but further progress
found impossible without AIR support (applied for). The Arty
couldn't fire, the range was too short,& mortars were ineffective
sgainst the Lhouses,
About 1100 hrs. position was in the form of a perimeter,triangler
in shape,apex at the Bridge,baseline about 1000 yds from apex
with "A" Coy at Bridge,"B"Coy North side of road,"C" Coy South
side then 2/29th Bn.& Jats South side & "D" Coy North.
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+~ The aerisl support for an attack didn't arrive,although the
enemy to the West were heavily bombed & machined gunned by
our planes.
The ememy were shelling heavily,attacking from the West with
Tanks(which they lost) & machining gunning from the air.
Gradually the Jats were demoralised,the other Indians,who were
completely broken,& who had thrown away their arms,were an
absolute nuisance,& were finally sent out of the ares a#
become P.0.W,
Gradually the rear was forced in,as the perimeter had to
contract owing to casualties & defections of the Indian
troops.At dark the Jap tanks,tried to attack along the road,
but a 25 pdr.stopped that,then the Tanks through the rubber
but "D" Coy with Bakelite Bombs,& Mills Grenades destroyed

five.
Col. Anderson before dark tried to get two ambulances with
— badly wounded East through the Jap lines,refused,except

with complete surrender,Col.Anderson refused to consider it,
& the ambulances were left by the enemy on the Bridge.
During the night,Lieut.Austin,who was badly wounded and one
0/R, drove them back into our lines. A nasty night.
2drd.Jan. Positlon rapidly became untenable after daylight. Very heavy

shelling,with large casualties "D" Coy attacked by enemy
Col.Anderson decided to leave M.T,, Guns & wounded & withdrew
North,then Egst to YONG PENG.
Orders were gien for the force to withdraw to the North
(Bearing 340 degrees),then East "B" Coy,then "C"Coy,then "A" Coy
then 2/29th.Bn.,then"D" Coy(who covered the withdrawal) at
five minutes intervals,
M.T. Guns,& Equipment were destroyed,& the withdrawal was
reasonably successful.(the force went out as a force).
We were sent down to G.B. Depot,Johore Bahru for reorganisation
The 2/19th Bn. as follows:-

219.0fficer & men fit for duty after a rest.

72. Killed,

76.Wounded & Missing.

2. Wounded & moved out with the Battalion.
Remainder Missing.
Col. Anderson was given permission to form a new Battalion

of approximately 900 men & officers. The Battzlion took

in 690 Reinforcements,
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/ APPENDIX A A & B ECEELON,
v 18 JAN 42.- M o R A e
| 0200 hrs. A & B BEchs, led by 0C HQ Coy, Capt R.%, Newton, left JEMALUANG.

| 0.0, A Bch was Capt H.,C.H. Macdonald, 0,C. B Ech was T.0, Capt W,P.Bracher.

0730 hrs, Arrived AYER HITAM.

0850 hrs. Arrived YONG PENG, Capt R.W. Newton then went on ahead with the
recce party. Capt Newton joined the C.0, at PARIT SULONG Br. After CO
had established Bn HQ (about 1 mile EAST of BAKRI) Capt Newton proceeded
to recce a harbour for A & B Ech. The terrain of the country made thls a
d4fficult task as the rd was for the most part bullt-up, with wide and
deep ditches on either side and flanked by swamp.

1230 hrs. OC Recce party decided to use as harbour a native kg about
7 miles from Bn HQ. Later a new harbour in a rubber plantation approx

2 miles from Bn HQ was chosen. CC:{" ““‘*#vi‘%*ﬁmw ;-ﬁ-{;" g - 4 Secoiing of Aoy,
1430 hrs. Harbour occupied. It was felt that this position of A & B Echs
was too far fwd in relation to Bn and it was considered advisable to
recce on the following day for a more suitable position EAST of FPARIT

SULONG Br where 2/29 Bn had its B Ech.

1600 hrs. Capt Newton reported progress to CO,

1700 hrs. Coy kitchen trucks arrived, but it wes not possible to get the
prepareazmeal (stew) fwd to the Coys. A & B Ech personnel, totalling

about 150 were disposed in position in perimeter. From early afternoon
sounds of heavy firing, both Arty and SAA had been heard from direction
of Bn., With exception of one shell which fell nearby, lightly wounding
1 NCO, there was no activity during the night.

!ﬂlﬂbﬂﬁb hrs. No 17 P1 of D Coy under Lieut J.A., Varley jolned the force.

0700 hrs. 200-300 enemy observed moving in N,E, direction across EAST slde
of perimeter. Enemy widely dispersed, closest elements about 50-100 yds
distant. Fire was opened, inflicting many casualties. Firing broke out
from NE corner of perimeter where smemy had forced a gep with the result
they were able to infilade the EAST slde of perimeter. Sniping observed
from trees. Enemy pressed in force and Capt Newton ordered a xkigkkslight
withdrawal of tps on EAST side of perimeter so as to rectify the line, in
view of this penetration., Just prior to this withdrawal the Q.M.g Capt
D.I.Mc Duncan was killed, Southern side of perimeter came under fire,
but this ceased when the Vickers on S.W. corner opened fire,

Immediately the firing started the T.0, Capt W.P., Bracher ordered the
drivers of the vehicles to withdraw same back along the rd out of danger.,
About 20 vehicles, incl 1 carrier mwere got onto the rd, 1 truck reached
Bn HQ (Sgt Meale driving) with a wounded man and 4 trucks got away, one

of which was abandoned owing to mechanical breakdown due to enemy fire,

at PARIT SULONG, The other three trucks suffered M.GC. fire from the air
all the way to YONG PENG. Remalning vehicles could not proceed as the

rd was blocked by a water truck which had overturned and had caught fire.
The driver of the carrier was shot and the carrier ran off the rd into

the ditch. R4 to PARIT SULONG being thus blocked, the vehicles tried to
join Bn but found that our concrete cylinders had been formed into an
effective rd block some 600 yds from A & B Ech hasrbour. Armd car from
direc tion of P.S. reported that enemy had not crossed Northward over the
rde At outbreak of firing No 17 Pl of D Coy placed in position N of
Chinese house in vicinity of Cey HR. Enemy seen 1in strength on hil h.iiéund
to EAST which had been evacuated. Pressure of the attack forced the ST
perimeter to withdraw across rd, through camp.
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0900 hr:s, None. of our tps EAST of rd.

1000 hrs Main enemy activity weakened - mostly sniping and MG fire on
observed movement, Accuracy of enemy rifle fire considered poor.,

1100 hrs. N.W, sectlion of perimeter reported that they had repulsed a
IIETEE a Etack-

1150 hrs. &n attack from 3 planes, M.G. and bombing,former directed
mostly at vehicles on rd causing casualties. Carrier sent in endeavour
to force way to Bn HQ but was wrecked by land mine on rd. Crew of 2 were
uninjured, being picked up subsequently by Lieut Howard in a carrier

and armd car,
1550 hrs. In the interval till this time only spasmodic fire from enemy.

Large concentrations of enemy observed assembling WEST of perimeter and
NORTH across main rd. MG fire from high ground to the EAST and sniping
Increased. Rd was covered by enemy MGs sited EAST and WEST along main

rde One party approached N,W. corner of pe® rimeter crying, "Hullo Aussies,
wa are Indians™ and were shot down. Light enemy attack SOUTH of N.W.

corner repulsed with bayonet,

1600 hrs. Enemy appeared to be massing onWEST side of perimeter.

1 630 hrs. Capt Newton considered the concentrations of these forces on
BEAST, SOUTH and WEST sides indicated that Bn had eilther been overwhelmed
or had wlthdrawn in the other direction. In view of these factors,

Capt Newton decided to evacuate A & B Ech area as soon as it was dark.
Thls was discussed at a conference with Capts Bracher and Macdonald and
Lieut Varley when proposed route etc was gone into,

1640 hrs. Attack by enemy in strength equal to & Coy developed on WEST
side of perimeter, the intense fire from which indicated that a prepon-

derance of SMGs was belng brought to bear,

1700 hrs. The fact that firing in direction of Bn had ceased may have
InfTuenced Capt Newton to commence the withdrawal without delay as he may
have felt that the force under his comd was not sufficiently strong to
withstand an attack during the night time. Plan of withdrawal was that
personnel be organised into three gps under Lieut Varley, Capt Bracher
eand Capt Mecdonald, to cross the maln rd in that order, under covering
fire of remainder, into swamp opposite, head NORTH then EAST then SOUTH
to rejoin the rd beyond the causeway, thus outflanking the enemy,

1715 hrs. MG fire from bend at EAST end of rd prevented Lieut Varley's
party from crossing rd. MG silenced by Pte Nimmo who crossed rd, approached
close to MG emplacement and effectively used his Thompson S.M.G. Lieut
Varley's party, after making a wide detour, lost contact with remainder of
force and joined Bn about 0400 hrs 21 Jan at s prox 4 miles from P.W. Br.,
Enemy forces on WEST continued to press and closed in and our tps
withdrew about 50 yds, Capt Bracher's party crossed the rd and took up
posltions to cover the crossing of the remainder. The third snd last party
was about 100 yds from the rd when its 0C, Capt H.C.H, Macdonald was
wounded &nd on hls instructions the party continued without him and
Capt R. Newton took charge of it. This party successfully gained the
opposlte side of the rd. The force less Lieut Varley's pl which became
separated, moved 1n a N,E, direction and bivouaced for the night,

20 JAN 4<, On moving back onto maein rd, a det of Norfolks under Maj W.Kidd
was contacted and gave information that P.,S. br had fallen to enemy.

Capt Newton then d'%ﬁged to strike SOUTH through BATU PAHAT and to make

his way back to B lines and later as many small enemy forces were met ard
also on account of feeding problems with force of about 100 strong, he
decigedkto break his force up into small partles many of which found their
wWaYy Dack,

o .
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17 JAN 42. Orders received for the Bn to proceed to the MUAR District
and come under command 45 Ind Inf Bde, the move to be made from JEMALBANG

at 0400 hrs on 18 Jan 42, At this time the Bn was less Lieut Wilson's

Pl (No 16 P1l) and some patrols from D Coy s2ill engaged in the ENDAU area.
A standing patrol of 1 NCO and © ORs from A Coy were at TENGGAROH and

Maj R,F. Oakes, Lieut Davidson, Lieut Neild, Lieut Bemnett and 16 ORs
representing platoon Sgts or Cpls and members of Q Staff to hand over
defence of JEMALUANG to the 6 Norfolks, who were to arrive on 18 Jan &2,
The orders were to pick up GSO 1, Col Thyer at YONG PENG and to meet a
guide.fram.t#! 45 Bde at PARIT SULONG. Also that a tp of British A/Tk
guns would come under commd at YONG PENG,

18 JAN 42, At 0200 hrs Carriers were sent on hhead to awalt arrival of
the Bn at AYER HITAM., The remainder of the Bn moved off sharply at 0400
hrs in three groups. The main body with Rifle Coys, 2 trucks per Coy
composite loeded, A Ech group comprising remainder of Coy transport,

two dets Mortars, No 2 P1 (AA) Carrier platoon less those employed on

carriers (tpt protective pl); 3rd group, B Ech.
NOTE, Dhree 101 Wireless sets were attached to Bn at JEMALUANG for use

In MUAR district.

Move went off without incident on time.
0700 hrs. AYER HITAM, joined by Carriers, one sec (Sgt Holm) to A Ech,
column proceeded YONG PENG. CO and Adjt (Capt Hughes) and recce party
gp (Capt Newton) proceeding on ahead. |

0800 hrs. Arrived YONG PENG and picked up GSO 1.
0900 hrs. Contacted 45 Bde guide, Maj. Maxwell at PARIT SULONG. Proceeded

immediately to BAKRI the HQ of Brig Duncan, 45 Bde, leaving the Adjt
(Capt L. Hughes) at PARIT SULONG to hold the Bn there pending further
orders. -- '

0945 hrs. Reported to Brig Duncan at Bde HQ which was established at
sbout mile 99%, MUAR-PARIT SULONG Rd, who gave us the latest lnformation
of the situation. Owing to a breakdown of commns the tactlical position
was not very clear. The 45 Bde were disposed as follows:- The 4/9 JATs
with whom commns had been lost, were somewhere between 6 and 8 mlles
NORTH of BAKRI with only one line of withdrawal by Estate rd, coming in
about a2 mile and a half WEST of BAKRI. The remnants of the Garwall Rifles
and the RAJ Rifles, who had been roughly handled by the enemy, and had
lost both their commanding officers and meny British offlcers, were
disposéd some 2 miles South of BAKRI on the PARIT-JIWA rd., The Bde, wlth
some protective tps and 4 Armoured Cars were located at 993 mile peg.
The 65 Bty (Maj Julius) was in action with one tp at BAKRI X rds and one
tp near Bde HQ. The 2/29 Bn, A.I.F. (Col Robertson) less one Coy and
one pl, who had arrived the previous day, were dlsposed in a position
agstride the main rd about 1500 yds WEST of BAKRI X Rds with A Coy, which
was the Coy less one pl, holding the X rds itself, The 2/29 Bn was in
contact with the enemy and were belng qﬁghrted with harrassing fire by
the Arty. It also had in support composite tp of AIF A/Tk guns.

The strength of the enemy was unknown, but he was believed to be 1in
some force accompanied by tenks, 9 of which were destroyed by the 2/29 Bn
the previous day. It was the intention of the Brig. to recall the JATS
and to re-group the Bde,
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In the meantime 1t was necessary for the 2/29 Bn to remain in their
preseat position to cover the JATS line of withdrawsl and for the 2/19 Bn
to cover the very important X rds at BAKRI, particularly in view of

enemy movements reported from P. Jiwa, The nature cf the ground,
unfortunately was distinctly unfavourable for the Bde., Brig Duncan gave
orders for the 2/19 Bn to debuss and deploy neighborhood of the 100 M,P.
and cover the BAKRI X Rds. A D.R. was sent back with orders to the

Adjt to move the Bn up in Coy blocks with wide intervals and dispersion
owing to extremely unfavourasble o pen read conditions between P.S. and
BAKRI. The rd for the larger part was without cover and straight and

there was considerable enemy air activity.

1000 hrs. Col Robertson arrived at Bde HQ, reporting enemy movement to

his S.W. and asked that his A Coy at BAKRI X Rds be relieved., This was
agreed to By Brig Duncan as soon as 2/19 Bn were in a position to do so.

1100 hrs. B Coy (Capt Keegan) arrived and was ordered to occupy &
position astride the BAKRI -P.JIWA Rd, sbout 1 mile SOUTH of BAKRI and
was ordered to patrol strongly. One sec of the British A Tk Guns att.
under comd. Bn HQ was opened at 100 M.P., C Coy @lsposed to the right
and fwd of the Bn., A Coy left of the rde D Coy less 16 and 17 Pl in
rear. (No 17 Pl was det. to protect a large bridge at PARIT SULONG,
The Mortars, less two dets, were disposed in Bn HQ area with one sec of
Carriers held in reserve and one sec sent to patrol the rd from BAKRI
toc B Coy. On the deployment of the Bn C Coy (Capt Snelling) was ordered
to relieve A Coy 2/29 Bn at BAKRI.

1500 hrs. Reports from B Coy indicated enemy movement to S.W. and
reports from C Coy that BAKRI was being sniped by enemy and that the rd
between BAKRI and 2/29 Bn was cut by enemy. Attempts by armd cars to
clear the rd failed.

1400 hrs A Coy 2/29 Bn were relieved by C Coy 8/19 Bn, C Coy was disposed

right and fwd of BAKRI, 13 Pl left and fwd of BAKRI, 15 pl reserve
near BAKRI X Rds. One det of Mortars was sent to C Coy under comd, D Coy
took up @ Coy's original position in Bn deployment srea,

1450 hrs., Attempt by A Coy 2/29 Bn to rejoin their Bn end to clear the
ed. They were held up by an enemy light automatic,firing from a

Pgatﬁionaaom;hSOg yga N.W. of the X Rds and also from firing on the SOUTH

0 rd. e lMortar det was ordered to e e en

glven the task to clear the rd, _ngag e

1510 hrs. No 14 Pl attacked on the right of the rd and 13 Pl on the lef't

supported by 2 Armd cars and a Carrier (L
jeut H 3
little opposition and the rd il clearoé. oward)., The Pls met with

1600 hrs., Supplies of amm, food, & wireless truck and
fwd to 2/29 Bn under aaco;t of 5.19 Bn . (hitas a e was sent
opposition was met, / Carriers (Lieut Howard), no

1630 hrs. Carriers returned accom anied wounded from 2
comdr 2/29 Bn and Maj, White 2 i/c JATB.byThey brought 1n§§3m§€io§qugy
that Col Robertson had been killed that morning., C Coy was ordered to
plcquet a gap between 2/89 Bn and BAKRI and maintain the rd open and an
@ll night picquet of 2 secs, Cpl Smith's NORTH of the rd and Cpl Irwin's
SOUTH of the rd. Line comm between Bn HQ and C Coy was established

CO saw Bde comdr and asked if 17 P1 at P.SULONG could be relievea as
WESTFORCE had promised, also suggesting increase in the garrison there,
‘fiﬁﬁ%ed for the night dispositions of the force and was informed of the
w awal of the Rs and Gs, Maj White was detailed to bring in the JATS
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which he had left the day previously some 6 miles NORTH of BAKRI and he
expressed the opinion that this should be accomplished by early on the
19th.

1800 hrs, Withdrew B Coy closer into C Coy for night dispoasitions,
Tikewise Bn area., Towards dusf there was some patrol actions by enemy
recce pagrols and apart from the occasional bursts of fire the night,
which was very dark, was passed without imsteat,wccled®

Bde Comd ordered one Coy to move through 2/290 Bn and to contact the
enemy along the MURR rd to cover and ald the withdrawal of the JATS.
CO asked for one sec A Tk Guns to be att for the task and ordered A Coy
to move at 0730 hrs next morning to fulfil this role. One sec Carriers
(Sgt Christie) was ordered to take up outpost positions in the area now
occupied by A Coy.

19 JAN 42,

s Carriers relieved A Coy.
0700 hrs A Coy ready to move Sff, but delayed by non arrival A/Tk Sec.
Rs and Gs moved through Bn area to proceed back to BAKRI and to re-
occupy yesterday's positions.

0750 hrs., Heavy machine gun fire broke out from Carriers in A Coy area
and these carriers were pushed back by strong and rapid enemy attack
coming from the S.W.

0800 hrs. &Small forward elements of the enemy suceeded in getting on the

ridge that A Coy had occupied and which overlooked the rd in the Bn area.
- ACoy were ordered to attack immediately and recover the hill, C Coy

were ordered to hold the Rs and Gs and employ them in the B Coy task

as tride the JIWA rd and a carrier was sent to Capt Keegan of B Coy to

attack the enemy in rear, moving on the line 400 yds SOUTH of and parallel
to the main rd,

0830 hrs. & Coy was astride the ridge having been taken by Lieut Weil¥'s
Pl attacking from the front and supporting am& flank attack by Lieut
Crawford's Pl, Then B Coy's attack came in rear of the enemy sandwiching
the enemy in between the two Coys. Reserve Pl of A Coy (Lieut Ritchie)
was put in at the same time on the right flank. The enemy took heavy
casualties and withdrew in some disorder in a S.,E. direction, leaving
behind & number of automatic weapons and & Bn gun, Lieut Reynolds was

severely wounded in this engagement and we had some 12 killed snd 10
wounded,

At 0850 hrs reports that A& Ech, which was harboured in a strong
position about 98 M.P. had been heavily attacked by the enemy. The

mfomgtion was brought by Sgt Meale, Transport Sgt, who brought in some
wounded.,

0940 hrs., Position in Bn area was cleared and stron atrolli ordered,
Reports indicated the presence of the enemy to the %oﬁm of trl:lg Bn and
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the S.W. and A Coy returned to their original positions and B Coy dlsposed
on their left, SOUTH of the rd which covered the left flank and rear of
Bn and Bde HQ. Attempts were made to contact A Ech wilth carriers

(Lieut Howard) and 2 armd cars, but a smell rd block had been established

by the ememy across the rd between}n and A Ech.

As& FBorvs

1000 hrs Bde HQ received a direct ’ﬁit;inrlicting very severe casualtles,

The whole of Bde staff except the Brig himself and the A/BM, Maj Anderson
3 Ind Corps, were killed or seriously wounded.sRr&t Among the casualtles

were Maj Julius who was seriously wounded and later killed in an attempt
to get him to medical aid. The Brig was severely shocked, being in the
adjoining room and Maj Anderson asked the CO 2/19 Bn, to take command.

1100-1200 hrs Light contacts and enemy movement reported by A & C Coys
To the SOUTH and S.W. and in view of these reports, it was impossible
to render any assistance yet to A Ech, as the forces threatening BAKRI

were then in considerable strength and the loss of BAKRI X rds endangered
both the 2/29 Bn and the JATS, It was intended to use this latter Bn

to relieve the position at A Ech as soon asthey arrived%

1300 hrs, An enemy attack was made on the left flank CCoy . Oon. a body
of is and Gs who were in a position on a small ridge fwd ef C Coy's res.
pl (No 156). A sharp enemy attack forced the withdrawal of the Rs and Gs
but the enemy maintained their attack in the face of 15 Pl's fire which
was very deadly and held the attack,

1330 hrs. A British officer and some <25 Rs and (Gs came up in support and
with 1o Pl in & counter attack recovered the ridge.

1400 hrs. Two Coys of the JATS passed through BAKRI with information
That the main Bn was following immediately. They were ordered to assemble
EAST of Bn HQ preparatory to an attack to relieve A Ech, Firing broke

out between BAKRI and 2/29 Bn &nd no further JATS arrived. Enemy attacked
both our outiposts on this line, cut off the Northern picquet (Sgt Taylor,
who relieved Cpl Sm&th) and forced his withdrawal on to the 2/29 Bn,

while Cpl Irwin's sec, as far as is known, had only one survivor,

1430 hrs., Contact had been gained with the enemy SOUTH of B Coy and an
enemy attack in strength was launched about 1500 hrs., The attack was
pushed in with great determination., One sec of Carriers was pushed in

in support and to cover B Coy's flank., 2 Secs of D Coy, under Lie‘}tt .
Austin were pushed in to support B Coy's left flank and also two sees. =
of—5—S8&y-were pushed in to strengthen this flank which looked at one time
in danger of being forced. Two dets of mortars were brought to bear on
the enemy and also 2 Mortars which the 365 Bty had succeeded in borrowing

from the Indian tps were brought in support as well,

1500-1600 hrs The position was grave but the intense and accurate Mortar

Tire succeeded in breaking up the enemy's attack and he withdrew after
inflictlion of heavy casualties. In this engagement RSM Middleton, with
the aid of a 2" Mortar succeeded in inflicting many casualties on enemy
tps. Lieut Austin was severely wounded in this engagement.
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1620 hrs. Wireless comm with 2/29 Bn had broken down and Sgt Quinn,
2 Loyals volunteered to take & message through ordering them to be pre-
pered mkk to withdraw at 1830 hrs as 1t was thought then that the remainder
of the JATS had been cut off somewhere, Orders had been received in the
meantime from WESTFORCE for the Bde to withdraw to YONG PENG., After the
breakdp:.. of the enemy attack the night dispositions were recced and the
Bde gp was moved in nearer to Bn and the Indien tps were located to the
Northern sector. The question of relieving of A Ech now became urgent but
pressure was now being maintained on all the tps in the fwd srea and it
was felt that from the apparent state of the trng of the two Coys of JATS
that had arrived, it would have been unwise to have employed them in the
relief without some support that eould be 1ll afforded from the front,

1730 hrs. Wireless comm whsh 2/29 Bn was re-established and Maj Oxliff
cormanding 2/29 Bn gave his Arty programme. Arty programme started at
1830 hrs to cover the withdrawal. During this period some patrol actions
were fought on the NORTH of the X Rds and in one of these Lieut Glasson
was severely wounded. Firing could be heard in the direction of 2/29 Bn
which was obviously meeting with same opposition.

1900 hrs. Just after dark reports were made that the rd between Bn and

C Coy at BAKRI had been cut by the enemy and one pl A Coy (Lieut Ritchie)
was ordered to proceed down and clear &ny ppposition with bayonet and
bombs, no firing.

2000 hrs, Capt Snelling, C Coy at BAKRI reported that parties from the
2/29 Bn had arrived there and Lieut Ritchie had arrived and reported the
rd all clear., The night was very dark and Capt Snelling was ordered to
send the 2/29 Bn through in Coy gps so that they could be led into areas
in their location in the perimeter with the least difficulty. Some 1550
men each of A and C Coy, the latter commanded by Capt Bowring and 100 of
B Coy (Capt Msher) were the only parties that arrived and apparently the
rest of the Bn had been cut off, At about this time Indian tps on the
Northern perimeter suffered a ferrific fire panic and opened up very heavy
fire, throwing grenades at the same time. They were steadied with the
greatest d ifficulty and suffered from jumpiness the remasinder of the night

2100 hrs. Parties of the 2/29 Bn ceme in and were led into position and
Cépt Snelling was ordered to hold BAKRI until 2300 hrs in the hope that
further parties would arrive. At this hour the vacation of BAKRI was
ordered and C Coy came in at 2330 hrs.

2400 hrs, Enemy commenced shelling the area heavily and one of the first
Tew shells secured a direct hit on a 25 pdr of the 65 Bty inflicting
casualties,

20 JAN 42,

0100 hrs. Continued enemy shelling which ceased about 0300 hrs

0430 hrs. Orders were issued to the Coys for the withdrawal., Certain
umecessary gear in various trucks was to be dumped and the wounded of mazk
which there was some considerable number were to be loaded on these
vehicles. It was dogirunder the control of Capt Cahill (RMO) and assist-
ance by Sgt Thompson’(Ord Rm Sgt) and Sgt Guerin (Stretcher Bearer Sgt).
The force was slightly re-organised, Maj Anderson was to &ct as liaison
between the Indian gps which were divided into two, one with 2 Coys of
JATS under Maj Whlte and the other gp RAJ RIFS and Gawalis Bn, A & C Coys
2/29 Bn were to be under comd of Capt Westbrook, D Coy. Maj Vincent of

D Coy was acting as 2 1i/c¢c of the 2/19 Bn. The orders were for the

advance guard to move off at 0700 hrs, B Coy (Capt Keegan) were allotted
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this task. A Coy were to move on the right of the rd, DCoy the left
o. the rd and C Coy in rear, then the two Indlian gps on either flank in
rear again and B Coy 2/29 Bn with A/Tk Bty acting as rearguard, 65 Bty
and the remainder of Bn and Bde tpt to move under protection of the inf
unitses The two Indian gps received special orders to assist in fighting
off attacks in the rear, Capt Hughes(Adjt) was put in charge of the rear
area. The rearguard B Coy 2/29 Bn (Capt Meher) was to be in position
between the perimeter and BAKRI to cover the withdrawal from the perimeter
by 0645 hrs. '

0700 hrs. Move went off to time.
0800 hrs. The advance guard was held up by smbushcnear A Ech area, B Coy
attacked with great vigour but were held, The enemy were holding & line
on the SOUTH of the rd and A Coy were ordered to attack on the right of
B Coy flank, A Coy were only engaged with light opposition and broke
through, meeting with stronger opposition a little more forward in xamrour
cld A Ech area which had apparently been abandoned by us. The enemy
ambush still conténued to hold with great determination and a sec of
Carriers (Sgt Leaver) were sent fwd to assist. They were used with great
determination but were not able to force the block. D Coy reported the
left flank as clear., A Coy on clearing its area came back to attack the
enemy in rear.
0900 hrs, In view of the delay the CO asked the 65 Bty comd to put mf up
harrassing fire in the direction of BAKRI X Rds which was done, Considersa-
ble smoke arose from this direction and it was thought that the arty fire
had set alight to the village., The ambush had finally to be assaulted
with bayonets and bombs before further move could be made. It was & very
grim and determined stand made by thls enemy body.
1100 hrs. Lieut Ibbott was killed here and Lieut Quinlan was severely
wounded. B Coy received fairly heavy casuslties. A Coy were ordered to
replace B Coy's advance guard and the move was continued.

In passing through A Ech area the body of Capt D.I.Mc Duncan (QM) was
found and several others of our killed, Also 2 wounded men

1230 hrs A Coy was held ky up by enemy who appeared in strength and who
had established strong rd blocks at sbout Mile 962, The fwd Pl (Lieut
Crawford) was pinned here and Lieut Welly's and Lieut Ritchie'!s Pls were
both put in on the left flank which appeared to offer the pest prospects.
Reports were received that contact with enemy in rea? had been effected
and enemy cammanced.ahsllin% the rd, causing casualties to the tpt and
other personnel. A Sec of Carriers (Sgt Christie) were employed to
assist A Coy. DCoy was ordered to press in an attack on the left flank
having the close support where possible of the carriers and heavy fighting
ensued. No decision could be obtained. From this time on enemy shelling
became increasingly heavy and owing to the unfavourable terrain and the
thick cover it was necessary to close up the tpt. Enemy attacks in the
rear became increasingly strong and at last succeeded in penetrating the
rear of the column and taking the last 4 trucks. A strong counter attack
by the JATS and various elements of AIF and led by Brig Duncan was
successful and drove the enemy back. Brig Duncan was killed in this
action, Maj Vincent, who was then controlling the fwd area was using
heavy moptar fire to try and get the attack through but the enemy were in
a very favourable position and the CO then decided to employ C Coy which
had been held in reserve on account of the threatened rear.

.
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1720 hrs. C Coy was ordered to carry the rd block by an assault on the
right Tlank, after a strong preparation of Mortar fire. D and A Coys to

ssmchronise their attacks with C Coy. The Mortar fire was MG
k on to the enemy positions until the attacking infantry were

Gowta—atbitie
only between 70 end 60 yds away. This enabled them to get through the
heavy machine gun fire which was belng employed by the enemy. The attack
was successful, Capt Snelling, who led the attack was gseverely wounded
in the leg. BEnemy fire was made inaccurate by the Mortar support end the
close support afforded by the Carriers and the C Coy casualtlies were
comparatively light. Some 60 Indian tps very gallantly accompanied C Coy
on this assault. The rd bloecks, which were very solid comprised of M.T.
and felled rubber trees but were rapidly demolished by working parties.
The arty assisted with the demolishment by firing HE into the stacked MT,
There were still some snipers in the vicinity and casuslties were caused
in the working parties. 50 men under Capt Maher (2/29 Bn) were put through
on the left flank to finally mop up with the bayonet, Darkness had fallen
and wounded were collected rapidly and placed on trucks, gun limbers and
every available space. Control of the force was regained and Infantry
were deployed on elther side of the tpt.
1930 hrs. The force continued its progress in the direction of PARIT SULONG.,
o the difficult nature of the country, with swamps on elther side
of the rd, it was not possible to deploy men off the rd and the Infantry
who were very exhausted from the heavy fighting, had to march on elther
side of the slow moving tpt on a rather narrow rd., It was a very dark
night which added to the fatigue. The morale of the whole force was high
and though weary, were determined to break through if possible. Good
progress was mede without halt for two hours, during which time about 4
miles was covered. The column was joined here by some survivors of A Ech,
Indian tps and No 17 P1 (Lieut Varley). Reports of rumours from the Indian
tps that PARIT SULONG was in the hand of the enemy reached Bn HQ. It was
impossible to get any confirmetion or check back, so & halt wasordered
at 2250 hrs and attempts were made to get wireless communication through
to WESTFORCE, which we failed to achleve, The force was then at about
Mile 91 and on the open straight causeway, coming through with no cover
from alr and the CO determined to push on to within sbout 3 miles of PARIT
SULONG where the rubber started again., In view of the many wounded
requiring urgent attention and to save time on recce, two D.R.s, Ptes
Levick and White volunteered to go on ahead and endeavour to establish the
position at PARIT SULONG. In view of the conditions obtaining it was = very
gallant action on the part of these men., With the dark night and a certain
number of bomb craters in the rd they had to emplo y the use of their
headlamps. They returned an hour later with the information that they got
on to the bridge not being challenged by British, but stspicio us actions
by apparently a sentry group nearby led them to suspicion the presence of
enemy. The column started again and made slow progress owing to holdups
due to bomb ¢ raters.

21 JAN 42,
0230 hrs. The column was halted © miles from PARIT SULONG where the men
were rested and what food avallable was issued out.

0400 hrs. A patrol 8 strong from C Coy (Sgt Daviess) were sent into PARIT
SULONG., At the same time orders were lssued to comdrs that at 0600 hrs

the 2/19 Bn less tpt and carriers wou@id push on into PARIT SULONG and the
remainder of the force wmmsm would follow under Cept L, Hughes,
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0715 hrs., C Coy patrol was contacted sbout § mile from PARIT SULONG., They
reported that they were fired on at the bridge and one man wounded but
were not certain whether they were Japanese forces. Two well-dressed
Malays assured the C.0, that there were no Jgpanese in the viecinity and
that 1t 'was only the JMF Forces who were at PARIT SULONG, The decision
was made to push straight on with the Bn and to lose no further time by
recce in view of the strong enemy forces that were followlng up in our
rear, C Coy were advance guard, widely deployed, A Coy on the right and
B Coy on the left, DCoy was left at the mile post from PARIT SULONG to
cover the rear and the hrxidgs approach of the main body. The rd ran
straight through rubber with an occasional Malay house on either side of
the rd and some 50 yds from it. On each side of the rd were great drains
14 ft wide and about 4 to 5 ft of water therein. Nearly all of the
footbridges across these drains had been destroyed. The column pushed on
and about 600 yds from PARIT SULONG Village, which was North of the
bridge rapid fire broke out from the left of the rd followed by a bayonet
attack by about a Coy of the enemy. The Japanese commander had not made
a good appreciation and part of his attack on our flank were forced to
ground both by the rd drain and by the well directed and controlled fire
of C Coy. B Coy were immedlately put 1n to attack on C Coy's left flank
and held that flank and started to press the enemy who were pinned in
£xam very poor cover. The enemy were only attacking on the left of the
rd. A DR was sent back to bring up carriers, swo of which were sent down
the rd and brought heavy fire to bear on the enemy's left flank, This
force of Japanese suffered heavy casualties and were forced to withdraw.

0850 hrs. The main body arrived reporting enemy tanks contacted their rear,
The tpt and arty was forced to remain on the rd owing to the drains and
the rather boggy nature of the country. The arty had one tp fwd and they
commenced whelling the SOUTH banks of the river at PARIT SULONG. One tp
in rear were also engaged on harrassing fire. Just before their arrival
enemy tanks had attacked the rear and had apparently over-run the A Tk
guns of the British arty. It was reported but not confirmed that two
tanks had been hit by thise guns. Later tanks followd up and the rear

tp of the 65 Bty accounted for o ne with a direct hit., Thls tp had to
leave one gun behind which had become bogged. The gun was rendered
unserviceable, D Coy was deployed as rearguard on the EAST of the rd

and B Coy 2/29 Bn on the WEST, A small reserve of 40 AIF personnel of
different units were held in reserve to this area under comd of Lieut

Reynoids, who though very severely wounded handled the small force with
great gallantry. Enemy infantry now gained contact with our force in rear
and commenced to exercise strong pressure,

0900 hrs. From this time onwards close contact was maintained with the
enemy on this front until the engagement was broken off next day.

B and C Coys were ordered to press on and try and secure the NORTH bank
of the river , but were held tip badly by machine gun neats concealed in
1solated bulldings and the village,

0930. Two Coys of the JATS were ordered to =mkkaxk take the NORTH bank of
the river, attacking by the WEST of the rd. The attack was put through
wlth great elan and took the bank SOUTH of the village but were not able
to deal with the machine gun nests there,
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1030 hrs, Lieut Pickup 0.C. Carriers, was sent to recce enemy machine gun
positicns and to deal with them, @hese he located and with another
‘carrier, Cpl Irwbn's, and his own carrier, by vigorous action cleaned
them out and B Coy were able to secure the remainder of the NORTH bank
of the river, Two mortars were employed to support our infantry in the
rear and were engaged in searching and harrassing tasks to break up enemy
attacks, Arty were employed on harrassing tasks on the rd and in their
fwd role were not able to sweep much on account of the heavy rubber trees
on either slde. From 0950 onwards the force was shelled by arty and
mortars and later aerlial actlivity increased and machine-gunning from the

alr took place.

1100 hrs. A& Coy were ordered to recce and prepare to attack k& to force
the bridge with the support of mortars. They were mmdm to relieve B Coy
who were to come back in reserve and B and C Coys were ordered to patrol
strongly both the left and right of the rd respectively.

1200 hrs. The enemy pressure in the rear increased considerably and we
were forced to rectify our line considerably. One pl of D Coy (Sgt Hunt)
was moved from the right of the rd to strengthen B Coy 2/49 Bn's left
flank, About this period wireless comm from WESTFORCE advised the column
that strong asslistance was on its way and that an independent Coy would
be operating that night to our assistance.

1400 hrs. Shellfire in the direction of YONG PENG was clearly audible.
The enemy shelling Increased. A Coy advised that they were desirous of
putting through the attack but with the Increasing pressure from the

rear 1t was felt they would not be strong enough on their own to execute
the attack and it was inadvisable at that stage to employ the two reserve
Coys B and C. E=mxxx Aerial activity was considerable and casualties from
machine gunning were being inflicted,

1615 hrs. Two large calibre bombs were dropped, inflicting heavy casualties
IncTuding Lieut G. Gil1l (Signal officer). Following thisn%urthegirectifica-
tlon of the line in rear was necessary as the enemy had increased his
pressure there. It was felt that only by heavy and accurate mortar fire
that a strong enemy attack was held. Amm both of arty and mortar was
getting very low,

1650 hrs, Capt Cahill (RMO) and Capt Brand (RMO 2/29 Bn) reported that
many early wounded would die unless they received early treatment and the
CO agreed that only these cases be put into smbulances and attempt to pass

through the Japanese lines. There was vervy small h
these men a slight hope. > ope but it did give

1700 hrs. A request was made by wlreless for aip su

pport the next morni
on the SOUTH bank of the PARIT SULONG river, to cover our crossing as 1?5
was doubtful then, in view of the expenditure of amm, whether sufficient
mortar bombs remained. The arty was unable to give us this support on

account of the timber. Requests for morphlia was made at the s

ame time B
Casualties were heavgfncw and strong attempts by the enemy to penetrate
were made. Night dispositions were detailed 8pprox on the lines that the

forces were fighting except that the fwd elements we e
closer perimeter formed. were brought back and a
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2G00 hrs. A wounded driver from the two ambulances which had left a
1800 hrs returned and reported that the Japanese had refused passage of

| the wounded and demanded the complete surrender, in the meantlme the

| wounded were to be used as a rd block., At this time the enemy were

| continually meintaining thelir pressure and the whole area of the force was

swept with ground fire, mortars and arty.

2200 hrs. An enemy tank penetrated the perimeter and proceeded up the rd.
X 25 pdr (Sgt Tete's) of the 65 Bty was sited for A/Tk work and engaged

it at 30 yds and obtained & direct hit with HE and then put 4 more shells
into it. Other tanks attacked on the EAST of the rd f£xmm through the
rubber. The tank which had penetrated burst into flames and for the next

3 hrs 1it the whole area like a torch and added to the din of battle wlith
the frequent explosions of its shells., Tank hunting parties were organised
by Capt Westbrook amf of D Coy and 6 tanks for certain and 1 doubtful

were cledmed in addition to the one on the rdiRmkxmkgihk that nighte
Sgt Smith of the FPioneer Fl was particularly active in this worke A Tk

rifles, bak&lite bombs, Mills Grenades and small arms fire was used in
their destruction,

2400 hrs. The ambulances with the wounded returned. Lieut Austin, who had
been badly wounded the first day of the engagement had suceeded 1ln running
these smbulances slowly and silently back by gravity, so that the Japanese
d 14 not hear them move and when they were turned, drove them back to our
perimeter., The process of doing this took 2 hrs as the trucks were moved
foot by foot,

22 JAN 42,

0700 hrs. A EB British pleane ceme down £mm very low and dropped right in
The middle of our tpt 3 containers of supplies containing morphia etc,

which was very urgently needed. The constand shelling continued at dayligh!

0800 hrs. B Coy sufferred heavy casualties from this source, among the
casualties killed here was CSM Moody, Capt Harris, Capt Maher (2/29 Bn)
Capt Fallow (Mortars) were also wounded and Maj Anderson, BM was killed.
This very gallant officer had been an inspiration to all and was of the
greatest service 1in maintaining liaison with the Indian units. The
enemy launched a strong attack closely supported by tanks and this was
held with some difficulty and tanks were pressing right round on our right
flank against C Coy. Owing to casualties , man-power was getting very
short and it was apparent that no alr support would be forthcoming, A Coy
were ordered to test the strength of the enemy across the river which they
did and suceeded in getting on to the bridge but were unable to progress
disclosing 6 machine guns at least covering that line of approach, At
this time the shelling from the enemy on our wounded and tpt on the rd was
Increasing our casualties and the CO came to the decision that a withdrawal
was possible, abandoning tpt and wounded, as it would have been impossible
) to ﬁ?rcetth? bridge and the attack which was continuing on o ur rear was
such a&s To lndicate that the enemy would force a decision o
Thexdegkatom £ o Tautes laccc Hemo 4 ity frores e W:‘I?‘j:ﬂFx::,IZ_Bhortly
0900 hrs., The decision to withdraw was made and comdrs were went for and
orders were 1ssued for the quick disengagement and Coys to move out through

8 checking point at 5 minute intervals. The Coys most fwd were to precede.
Arty were ordered to render their guns unserviceable and cerriers were
destroyeds D and 2/29 Bn were ordered to withdraw last., The line of
withdrawal ordered was by the EAST flank where beyond the rubber was thick
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country and the tributary flowed parallel to the rd into the main stream,
There was no opportunity for recce of this line, but it was g preciated
that the enemy would not place himself between this river:  and our forces,
A bearing for the withdrawal was glven which led two miles NORTH to a
footbridge.

0950 hrs, Withdrawal commenced which went through quite smoothly in
spite of heavy shelling and ground fire. There were few casualties,
The line of withdrawal was unopposed but the heavy swamp country made it
d ifficult to re-contact the various Coy gps and Coys mede individual
ways back to YONG PENG. 68 wounded of this Bn alone were able to
withdraw with this force., Some of the units were subjected to machine-
gunning from the alr during the withdrawal and the majority of the tps
got into YONG PENG the next day, 23 Jan before midnight, the time which
hed been set to plow the bridge at YONG PENG. The move across country

throwgh very heavy and difficult Bwamps was accomplished in good time
considering the heavy going, the extreme exhaustion and foot weariness
of the tps, in addition to belng hampered by wounded,

The strength of the Bn going into action on leaving JEMALUANG was
29 Officers and 690 ORs.

The casualties for this engagement were:-
Officers, ORs.

Killed 3 60
Missing believed killed and d{h of wounds 17
Wounded and missing 6 67
Wounded 4 64
Missing | 2 ol

Tétal Casuslties 15 359

The morale of the men fighting this engagement was throughout of
the highest order, They were well trained and skilled in the use of
thelr weapons., The fire control was splendid and for the severlity of
the fighting, comparatively little ammunition was used, The wounded
were deserving of the highest pralse,in spite of the grimness of
thelr lot not a single complaint or protest was mmkms voilced,

DIG1021337
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APPENDIX C -  RE-ORGANIZATION OF BN.
24 Jan 42,

0900 hrs. Owing to the complete loss of all Bn records by enemy action
at PARIT SULONG it was necessary for & nominal roll of all pemnsonnel
on strength as at 17 Jan 42 to be obtained from 2 Ech,

1200 hrs. Nominal roll was received from 2 Ech. Orderly Room Sergeant,
Sgt S.W. Thompson then started to prepare the necessary machinery for
the compilation of Casualty returns, Coy rolls etec.

2000 hrs., All ground-work completed for the checking of casualties and
posting of same for the following day,

25 JAN 42,
Room Sgt, Sgt S.W. Thompson reported that all casualties had been checked

26 JAN 42,

The following officers rejoined the Bn from OCTU - LieutX V.S, Carn,
Lisut W. Minto, Lieut N.F. Douglas, Lieut M,J, Breman and Lieut
R.E. Sanderson, ex Rose Force,

The following reinforcement officers ex G.B.D. marched in:-

Lieut W.S., Brown, Lieut A.F, Buderus, Lieut E.W. Eagleston
Lieut R.W. McGee, Lieut G.K. Forbes Lieut H.M., Barton
Lieut C.W. Lewis, Lieut D, Ottley Lieut C,P. Furner

- Lieut T,W, Madden.

The following were promoted to Commissioned rank:-
NX 32109 WO 2 Good G. to Lieut and appointed Q.M.

The draft was taken in from approx 100 men of 292 Bde, some not very
well trained and who had been at G.B.D. for some time. The balance
of some 530 were from a draft which landed on the 24 Jan, These men

were not acclimatised and the greater proportion could be classified
as almost untrained,

1900 hrs., The posting of reinforcements to Bn and Coy rolls and on

nocessary casualty returns had been completed, Casualty ret
to 2 Ech at 1910 hrs. P Y urns forwarded

G1021337
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APPENDIX Do <~ ACTION OF A COY, WEST COAST.
e e A% TR LI id =L X}

8=0 FEB 42, Enemy did not land on ACoy frontage. Contact with Bn was
cut off,

O FEB 42,
0800 hrs. Enemy movement observed on right fleank and contasct wi th enemy

effected. Lieut Shaw, Intelligence G,H.Q. attached, and one intelligence
OR, Pte Curnow were sent to endeavour to contact Bn HQ and advise as to
position. En route contacted Brig Taylor who informed them that Bn HQ
was cut off and ordered A Coy to wlithdraw along axis of rd from Choa Chu

Kang to rd junc, 664192,

0900 hrs. A Coy withdrew with attached pl of 2/4 M.G. Bn leading, moving
through 2/29 Bn who were then holding a line fwd of the rd june.,

1000 hrs. About this time the Coy was moved to new position in rear of a
1Ine occupied by units of 2/4 M.G. Bn and immediately on the right of the

2/29 Bn.

1730 hrs. Party of the 2/18 Bn relieved A Coy in this position and A Coy
moved to position approx 3/4 mile in rear. At this time other elements
of the 2/19 Bn had joined A Coy including Lieuts Gollan, Davidson and
Eagleston of C Coy and Lieut Varley of D Coy. Also approx one pl of the
2/20 Bn, Maj Merritt, who assumed comd of this force and went into night
dispositions, > 5

2000 hrs. Capt C.H.Cousens, 0.C. A Coy, reported to Bde HQ for orders and
was Instructed the position was to be held until further orders. There
was Intermittent firing during the night on the forces on the left flank,

10 FEB 42, '
0400 hrs, Orders by runner from Bde HQ recelved, to withdraw at 0500 hrs
along BUKIT PANGANG rd and after & weit near KEAT HONG Village it was
ordered to continue the withdrawal to BUKIT TIMAH Village. En route
sufferred two casualties from air bombing,

1200 hrs. Coy was met by LO from Bde HQ who advised that instructions for
the task of the party would be issued shortly and pending orders small
1ssues of rations were made from AASC dump found nearby., This composi te

force was then placed in the position of a rotective force t
situated fwd of B.T. Raceco urse. ’ ce To Bde HQ then

1500 hrs. The force was then under orders %o withdraw to new position,
8 order being cancelled and mew by new instructions the force under
Maj Merritt was moved by tpt (2/2 Res M.T. to Reformatory rd.

1730 hrs. Embussed,

S Debussed. Orders were to push through Slee Val

on to Chock Liong Estate, 7315 and there to ga%n contﬁgt wiigytﬁit2§$’314l4
which was operating in that area, O0.C. Force, Maj Merritt endeavoured to
locate the area but was unsble to do so owing to the darkness of the night
and the inability to distinguish features and further it would appear ﬁ%at
the enemy had already reached the area. < English Sigs reported they had
met the enemy some 500 yds fwd of the position they were then. In view

of the uncertainty of the posltion Maj Merritt decided to dispose the force

for the night
-y night in a good area some 800 yds NORTH of Reformatory Rd, approx

2100 hrs. The perimeter was establish
" ed. Movement hegr
ring was observed but no actual contact made., ren S W e
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ﬁ Movement seemed to indicate that before midnight the ene were around
i the area occupled by the force. - v

11l FEB 4<,

0500 hrs. 0.C. decided position was not tenable end force would fight
its way back at first light and regain contact with own foreces in the
area of Reformatory rd.

0545 hrs. Withdrawal commenced and one drew fire from enemy who were
on the high features in the vicinity as well as in several houses.,
During the withdrawal Maj Merritt, Lieuts Daidson and Eagleston were
wounded and Lleut Brown reported missing. The withdrawal continued in
deployed formation and under good control, but enemy fire caused s
considerable number of casualties.

0900 hrs, Considerable air activity at the same time and the rear elements
were machine-gunned from the air. Contact with the enemy had been broken
off. During the withdrawal the force had not made contact with any
formed bodies of our own tps and Capt C.H, Cousens, who was now in charge
of the force learned from a patrol that a C,P, had been established near
Div HQ, to where he led the Coy, erriving fhere sbout 1000 hrs, where

they were joined by elements of the "X" Bn,
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8 FEB 42.

0900 hrs., Maj R,F, Oakes and Maj Robertson recce the fwd aress of D Coy
and then to B Coy. At about 1000 hrs enemy commenced to shell heavily
the Bn area putting a considerable amount of fire down on B Coy area,
forcing the recce party to cover for £ hr, Enemy alr activity was
considerable, which was engaged malnly on recce work with occasional
bombing. During the morning bombs from low-flying seroplanes fell near
Bn HQ, causing a few casualties. Maj Oakes left to take over comd 2/26
Bn and Maj. Robertson took over comd 2/19 Bn with Maj T.G. Vincent as

2 1/c. During the afternoon Bn HQ area was heavily and consistently

shelled wlth casualties to both Bn and C Coy.

1830 hrs. Ma] Robertson decided to move Bn HQ and C Coy some 600 yds

EAST along the rd and a little SOUTH of 1t to a point 647212,
Sig officer, Lieut Minto arranged commns during the late afternoon.

Bde and the arty comms had all been severred by the shelling and personnel

were working in an endeavour to re-establish them,
There was normal activitles, patrolling etc with occasional shelling.

2050 hrs. B and D Coys reported by telephone enemy crossing JOHORE STRAITS
In small craft. Very light flares for arty defensive fire were sent up
from fwd areas, but no fire from arty was produced., B Coy estimated at
least 50 boats landed at Coconut Grove (No 7 Plns area)., Five bos&ts
approaching the SOUTH BERI in D Coy area were driven off with losses.
Attempts to get comms through to the arty falled and no arty support was
avallable., B Coy reported heavy fighting in the Coconut Grove area,

2130 hrs. Contact was lost with left flank of B Coy. There were also
landing on No 8 Pl area, which pl sufferred heavy casualties and were
forced back. Lieut Barton was wounded here. Landings also toock place on
No 6 Plns (B Coy) area - Lieut McGee. The £ighting was very confused,

B Coy was stlll able to held 1ts mein ground while heavy enemy penetration
in force was reported on the right flank and between that and the 2/18 Bn,

2255 hrs., C Coy, less one pl, were moved to area on creek approx 641219

to prevent enemy flanking movements into the rear of B Coy and between
fwd areas and Bn HQ., C Coy reported at least 3 Coys of enemy moving along
rd in 2/18 Bn sector and the sounds of heavy fighting in the direction

of the main rd.

0400 hrs. The remmants of B Coy, who had sufferred heavy casualtied, were
forced to withdraw and Ma] Keegen, Coy comdr reported in at Bn HQe C Coy
was then withdrawn to position immediately NORTH of Bn HQ and on the
NORTH side of the dirt rd xhmkxRBm with Bn HQ, protection pl etec in a ¢/
perimeter SOUTH of the dirt rd.

0530 hrs. Patrols reported enemy movements EAST of Bn in the vicinit

ridge 649213, Capt Thomas with patrol was sent out in an &ndaavour-tg "

galn contact with A Coy and was not successful in this, being fired on

from the SOUTH banks of the S, BERI. C Coy were ordered to send a fighting

patrol of o ne pl to investigate enemy movement and 1f possible to get

Eizoughiang :angact Bg;dHQ;t Befgrg the patrol had moved out the enemy
arrived in force attacke n perimeter e

rifle and ILMG fire, : . R AR

0650 hrs. D Coy ordered to withdraw and to come up in rear of Bn position,

‘Ma] Robertson having decided to endeavour to fight the way back to main
rd and re join Bde; but the enemy were in some considerable strength. Two

~pPls of D Coy arrived but the other two pls met with opposition and were
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~ cut off and moved through the swamps. Maj Vincent was despatched with

‘: orders 80 C Coy to attack NORTH of the dirt rd in an Easterly direction
conforming with Bn HQ and D Coy who were &ttacking SOUTH of the rd. The
attack was launched with carriers in close support and suceeded in galining
about 200 yds, but wefe held by the enemy who were well supported by
both mortars and Bn guns. Heavy caswaltles were sustalned on both sides.,
Capt Hughes was reported killed in thls action. 4 Carrlers were disabled.

0730 hrs., Abouk this time it became apparent that the position could not
be held as the enemy was around the left flank, having captured o ut tpt.
Contact with C Coy was lost. An effort was made to utilise & re-entrant
on the right flank by changing the direction of the Bn more to the S.E.
This was unsaccessful as the enemy was met in strong force and heavy
machine gun fire was encountered. Maj Vincent was reported wounded in
this action., Maj Robertson then ordered the withdrawal across the swamps
and the upper reaches of the S. Beri. The remaining two carriers were
rendered unserviceable by our own tps, one being driven over the bank
into the mangrove swamps, Small parties of D Coy who falled to recelve
the order to withdraw from the final position engaged the enemy for some
time later and were finally forced into the swamps. The tpt split into
several parties whilst crossing the swamps and one party which 1lncluded
Majors Robertson and Keegan and Chap Greenwood and about 40 ORs, some of

y whom were wounded, reach the Hurong Rd where the first of our other forces
were contacted., The wounded were sent to an Indian hospital under the
care of Padre Greenwood. Maj Robertson reported direct to GOC at HQ AIF
and later to HQ 22 Aust Inf Bde at BULIM Village area.

In the engagements which took place in this area the following officer
casualties were reported:-

Missing believed killed | Maj., L. Hughes
Lieut R.,W. McGee

Missing and wounded Lieut A,F. Buderus
Lieut D. Ottley

Missing Ma] T.Ge Vincent
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2/19 Bn. A.1.F.
: 14 Feb 42,

> It is desired to recommend NX 60090 Ljeut J.A. Varley
for thé MeCo

In the initial engagement, when A and B Echelon were

overwhelmed, Lieut Varley showed consplcuous gallantry
and leadership in the handling of his platoon which covered

' the withdrawal of & number of men. Later on he rejoined

; the Bn and showed the same conspicuous gallantry Ghroughout
the engagement at PARIT SULONG., His platoon was on the flank
of the Bn and by constant agressive action kept the enemy
opposite him on the defensive for a day and night.

By personal example and courage he maintained his men's
high morale after three days close fighting. In his case 1iC
was all the more pralse-worthy in that his platoon head not
had sufficient rest from their recent active patrolling and
encounters with the enemy in the Endau district where he
showed the same high quality of leadership.

Lt.Col.
erson) Comd
/19 Bn. AiIlFl‘
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» It is.desired to recommend NX 52483 Sgt Hunt ¥W.G.
tor the Ssal.M .

In the engagement at BAKHI and PARIT SULONG

sgt Hunt took command of his plztoon when his Pl Comd
#as wounded early in the engagement and showed conspicuous
gallantry and leadership in the handling of his platoon.
In the final withdrawal, his platoon was on the extrems
flank and orders failled to reach him, He was surrounded.

- by the enemy and attacked with his platoon and broke his

= way through the enemy ranks,

LL " ’ueli

;ﬂld& faon) Comile
©/19 Bn. AoI.F.

®
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- It is desired to recommend NX 25576 Pte M,7.V. Curnow

i * By tne MiMi

it the engagement at BAKRI and PARIT *ULOHG?‘E?i |
Carnow, w¥ho was a member of the "1" dﬂﬂt;?ﬂ,uﬁtthiﬂﬂf Eo
4 Coy, showed consplcuous gallaqtry and ugvetianr.? g?gy
in constantly informing Bn H{ OL enemy mgvemeet.ﬂn@ the
dispositions of his own Coy. A lot_ai tng ;n:armak§?n -
brought by Pte Curnow was invalusble tO‘gm and i§ Wi 2iw; .
brouzht over country whicn was heavily swept by enemy ilTrce.
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It 1s desired to recommend NO., 3848:;
~ LOyals for the M M,

AU the
=51 (uinn,

e

</12 Bn. A,I,F,
: o Feb 42,

g

40 St Cuinn J.

cngagement at BAKRI and PARIT =

1 who was attached to ’t;icle:z’:nhi s
badly wounded and injured
in the hsndling of his armoured Car,
L3 that finally assisted our
tarough the enemy cordon to
and rations to the /29 Bn,

| Armoured Cars, although
» “lsplayed conspicuous zallantry

- It was his determindi ..
infantry in breaking -
get inlormation, ammunition

(CeG.¥, ftndgzrfon) Comd.
+/19 Bn. ﬂiItF.
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> It 1s desired to recommend NX 35271 sSgt Parramore G.B.
ior thre D,C M,

During the initial enemy landings on the Island of
SINGAPORE, S5gt Parramore showed consplicuous gallantry in
the handling ol his Carrier and in a determined attack
dlslodged the enemy (rom a ridge overlooklng the main force,
sllencing an artillery pilece and several machine guns. He
hanaled his carrier with utmost determins tion snd conspicuous
personal gallantiry.

,',n ..a.L. I -.:'-‘OB.) Cﬂmﬂ .
i«/lg BIL. ...I

S8

e
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: It 15 desired to recommend NX 34967 Major T.G. Vincent
ior the M.C.

In the engagement at BAKRI and PERIT SULONG this
off'icer was acting as £ 1/c of the Bn and showed
conspicuous gallantry and leadership throuzhout the
engagement, He was constantly on one or the other of
the ironts we were engaged on, showing complete
disregard for his personal safety. He led several
counter attacks and a great deal of what suceess was
Ooblalned, was due to his personal ei'forts.

7 Lt.Col.
: Ander 301'1) Coma o
}'/19 Blli A'. I.Fﬁ
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RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD.

It is desired to recommend NX 28467 §- -
65 Bty, 2/15 Fd Regt for the M.k, Sgt Tate B, of

At the engagement st PARIT SULOKG during T
noon and night of 3¢9 Jan, Sgt Pate's gun was grllethagtigad
a.t the end of the transport; column, used for A/Tk work
;ggdngm:l timaks. The transport was confined to the
5 heay wod arge ditches and In conseguence was sub jected

aVy 8and accurate shell fire and M G fire, Sgt Tate
g anfly maintained his gun in action undor these

icult conditions and at night succeeded in destroying

a medium enemy tank,which hed renetraced the perimetor,

at 30 y”dﬂ rmge fromhiﬂ : ° s - -
destroyed a further tank. = - Lgter that night he

With the confined arca, heav | |
_ 1eavy artillery and amalil
s him ftrg and the complete lack of cover it required the
| ghes . gﬁrﬂree of' courage and 1le adership to maintain his
gun and GO0"T11l the tasks he was called upon to F3-rle .
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“2/19 Bn, A.I.F.
14 Feb 42,

yl;’ﬁ is desired to recommend NX 35709 Pte Williams A.A.
for e M.M,

Throughout the engagement at BAKRI and PARIT SULONG, 18-2<2
Jan,Pte Williams, who was a Bn Stretcher Bearer displayed
outstanding courage and devotion to duty in the care and
collection of the wounded. This was performed constantly
under heavy shell and machine gun fire.

On 20 Jan he accompanied the bayonet charge of C Coy
when the main road block was forced and recovered many
wounded under heavy M.,G, fire,

On Jen 81 when with D Coy at night-in the close fighting
which accompanied the penetration of our perimeter by tanks
he was responsible for the collection and care of the wounded.,

He was constantly on his task with complete disregard to
his personal safety and fatigue,

vy

' Lt_.col-
(C.G,W, Mderson) Comd.
2/19 Bne A.I.F,.
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2/19 Bn. A.T |
o7 Feb 42,

Dapdua Mwﬂaﬁ‘?

RECOMMENDATIONS FOE AJUARDS :

Omitted from the lists of names for awards Ior "Mention
-in Despgtohes" was the undermentioned name which should be

placed on the 1ist 5th in H preference.

NX 34741 Lieut Pickup A ho commanded his Carrier Pl with
considerable distinction, contlinuously employed 1n close
support of infantry, with.considerable success., This officer
showed great personal gsl lantrv in the handling of hilis platoon.
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2/19 Bn., AJI.P.
<6 Feb 42,

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GAILAHEIJAI: %’gb AgETIGI OF BAKRI & PARIT SULONG

I wish to submit the following names for mention in dospatches,

NX 70191 Capt R,7,L. Snelling, showed outstending leadership and courage
in the command of hls Coy snd led 2 splendid bavonet cherge which forced
the big road block at BAERI and was severely wounded in the sction and
later, though twice woundel, his courage was &n inspiration to all. Ee
took cherge of the woundel on the withdrawel being ordored,

NX 34771 Capt K.L. Westbrook, led his Coy with considerable distinetion
end was largely instrumental in organising tank hunting parties at night
which led to the destruction of 6 tanks,

NX 38079 Qapi L. Fughes, was the Adjutant of the Bn. He displayed the
greatest resource and coolness in the control durlng the engagement
under most difficult conditions. Also showed personal g& lantry in the
close fighting which took place.

NX 28027 Major R.,W, Keegan, showed outstanding leadarship in the command
of his Coy wkich, though suffering severe casualties, maintained the same
high morale through very diffiocult conditions,

- NX 12527 Lieut P.R. Reynolds, althougzh severely wounded early in the
egement, remeined on duby commanding survivors of other Units for
2 days in the front line.

‘ NX 58094 Lieut J,C, Welly, showed great leadership and courage in several
- Attacks hia Coy was employed in,

NX 54902 Lieout F,3, Beverley, commanded his Coy with distinction end was

Sl __......--.L-ln.-: ﬂ"—'!-'“""r'_

o BN R

NX 55227 WO 11 ¥iddleton V,0.Ce, was udi&mpiuuaua for his cour
gailantry In the handling of a 2" Morter which was matrument:feign -

‘breaking up a strong enemy attack. Throughout the |
resource and Gouragze. o engagement he showed

NX 52568 Cpl Robb A,8, (A Coy), throughout the e ements dAisplsyed
highesat quality of leadership as a seeti - 10&d51;$ﬂa§d wes mrtallg wnig.ad
at the head of his section et PARIT SULO.. Bridge,

NX 55506 8gt Smith G.M. (Pioneer Pl), showed great coursce snd initi
1 . atl
in tank hunting at night and was responsible for the daa%ruation of uv:;al.

X 52550 Cpl., Steln B.W, (B Coy), showed great leadership end d
ete
in coumanding hls platcon after his platoon commsnder hag been ﬂlwat -

NX 52564 8Sgt Leaver M,%W, (Carrier Pl), ecommanded his carrier with great

debermination, engazing enemy machine 8
edvancing Infantry, guns at olos® quarters, covering

KX 55692 Pte Trinder L.C. (B Coy), took commend of the remai
platoon after the commander and NCOs were killed or wounded n:hgiiﬁigagraat
Qualitieg of leadership end personal courage, >

Y

/] |
wW
B SN Lt-uﬂl.
Comd 2/190 Bn, AI.F.
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