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- ©ORDER OF THE DAY

On Completion Of

(RECAPTURE OF BUNA-GONA AREA
By

Lieutenant-General E. F. HERRING,
CBE. DSO. MC.. ED

G.O0.C., NEW GUINEA FORCE

Headquarters,
New Guinea Force,

22 January, 1943.

HE campaign we have been engaged in for the recapture of the BUNA-GONA
T area is now virtually at a close. 1 desire to express to all Australians

and Americans alike who have taken part in this long and tedious campaign
my heartfelt congratulations and my appreciation of all you have done.

First to the Infantry 1 would like to pay a special tribute. Seldom have Infantry
been called on to endure greater hardships or discomfort than those provided by
the mountains, the swamps, the floods, of tropical NEW GUINEA. All this you
have endured with cheerfulness and meantime have outfought a dour and determined
enemy on ground of his own choosing in well prepared defences. Your achieve-
ments have been such as to earn the admiration and appreciation of all your
countrymen.

Secondly, I would thank the Air Forces for their magnificent work, for the
shattering blows they have delivered to the air forces of the enemy and his ships,
which have tried so often and so vainly to reinforce and supply him. To the air
transport service which made this campaign a feasible operation, for your untiring
efforts in all weathers, I thank you.

Thirdly, there are all those who have sdpported so splendidly the Infantry in
their fighting, the Armoured Regiment, the Artillery, the Engineers and the Army
Co-operation Squadron, and the Medical services who have cared for sick and
wounded in most difficult circumstances. You have all done magnificently.

Fourthly, I want to thank all those in the Services who have kept supplies
of all kinds going to the forward troops, and also COSC and all its personnel
and particularly its small boat section that has braved hazardous waters and enemy
action in getting supplies up the coast. p

And finally my thanks to the Navy for its assistance in protecting sea routes
and clearing the waters round the battle area and further NORTH.

We have won a striking victory but a long and hard road lies ahead.
All T ask is that all of you maintain the standard you have set. 1 know you will.

~J#H—s

A — | | Lieutenant-Generui,
.- - GOC New Guinez For
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