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The complete records of 19 Aust Inf Bde |in GREECE, incljuding operation Instructions,
| Intelllgence log diary, operation orders, messages, regorts and traclings were carrled : |
through CREECE and taken to CRETE. The; were carried fphrough the CRETIAN campaign by N
| hand and sent to rear HQ when the bde wlthdrew to a deflensive line near SUDA BAY. The "\
member of the Intelligence Section detajlled to, carry look after them was NOT Lo

contacted again -In CRETE. He was separated from his u;it and left CRETE on a M.,L.C.,
landing at SIDI BARRANI 9 days after - the records delng lmst.

| The War Diary of 19 Aust Inf Bde in GREECE 1s thereford written ‘largely from memory,
i and the tracings also compiled from memory.
'|
| |
e ' Appointments of officers HQ 19 Aust Inf Bde on
’ 1 Apr 41 Appx 1
R, Comments of major actions of the bde in GREECE
| ¥ . shown in appx, written by BM, Maj A.T.J.BELL - Appx 2
; 1610 1 Convoy mnve@frﬂm ALEXANDRIA. Bde HQ personnel
\ on SS 'PENNLAND',
2 | At Sea.
1650 g 3 | Arrived PORT PIREUS.
/ 1700 Disembarked and proceeded to DAPHNE 2 CANMP.
F. 4 | Leave granted to troops to ATHENS.
| 0900 5 | Bde HQ plus 2/4 and 2/8 Bas transport left

DAPFENE 2 CAMP, ATHENS and proceeded NORTH.
The Brig and BM left DAPHNE 2 earlier and
preceeded Bde HQ.

1930 +he convoy halted at ref map ATHENS 1:250,000
8531 and bivouaced for the night. lhen passing Appx 5
through villages the attitude of the GREEK

.V :

f people wes most impressive. [Flowers were -’

Pugs thrown Iinto vehicles. “he villages crowded the oo aqlladcsd
R W mﬁﬁ&&ﬁth;ﬁ&ﬁiﬂ&uﬂnd cheering. Signature. =7 e §

| P-' R Cemﬂ 19 &uﬂt
L ey R R | ‘
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0800 6 The convoy moved off and proceeded ‘NORTH.
2000 | Convoy halted 4 miles SOUTH of LARISSA, ref map
| LARISSA 1:100,000 375301. It was learned here Appx 4
| that GERMANY’had invaded YUGOSLAVIA. Ede HQ
| bivouaced for the night,.
7 | Weather - cold with rain.
0700 | The SC leftfo contact Brig and BM. |
0730 ' Remainder of Bde HQ moved off through LARISSA.
GREEK women were observed working on the rosads.
1700 r The convoy halted in the rear of the VERRIA
PASS preparatory to taking up a portion of the
- GREEK Line.
1 The Brig, BM and SC joined Bde HQ.
y 1000 8 The Briz and BM visited GREEK Div HQ and carrled
' out ghecce of the portion of the GREEK Line.,
1L0s were sent out durling the day to recce ;
tracks leading to the position for purposes of
supply.
1900 1.0 from 6 Aust Div informed the Brig that the
enemy had broken through YUGOSLAVIA towards
BEITOLA.
1930 The Div Comd informed the Erig that 19 Aust
Inf Bde was to take up a delaying position
30UTH of FLORINA at VEVE to enable the main |
SERVIA PASS to be occuphed. ' Appx S
2000 | Bde EQ and 2/8 En moved off by NT.
{
0500 Q Bde HQ and 2/8 Bn hd ted at ref map FLORIWA
1:100,000 7965685. Appx O
1 RAHGERS KRRC were in position astride the '
main defile. |
1000 Bde HQ established at 791593,
P Bde Op Instn issued delegating Fac s
Lo 1 RANGERS KRRC responsible for
| ‘* 2 jemolitions as shown on tracing Signature. .

“ appx 3
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Units. under comd -

2/4 Bn (less 1 coy)

2/8 BEn

1 Rangers KRRC

2/7 NZ MG Bn (less 2 coys)

Units In support -

< RHA
2/3 Fd Regt
64 Med Regt
2/1 A Tk Regt (less 1 bty)
2/1 Fd CGOY
Right - 2/8 Bn.
Centre -~ 1 Rangers EKRRC.
Left - 2/4 Bn.

S

Arty and MGs and A Tk in support. Shown in ...

Tac R reported enemy MT at MONASTIR.

Weather - cold but filne.

Reported snemy Inf seen coming down rd toward
SITARIA 718692. Estimated strength 400 and
20 vehicles. These were engaged by 64 Ned
Regt and moved WEST,.

2/3 Pd Regt reported 20 or 30 AFVs moving SOUTE

into ITIA.

An unidentified aircraft dropped four bombs
at 793661 near rallway and road crossing.

A hurrican crashed at 722663 in front of our

FDLs. <he pi1lét was rescued.

o

Al3D Mob Print Sec AIF- 25M—4/41—C.
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UNIT 19 Aust Inf Bde.

PLACE

_Time

DATE

SUMMARY OF EVENTS
Routine training details and information given in Casualty Returns are NOT required

REFERENCES T

APPENDICES

~

0730
1704

2230

1 0800

1100

1200

1500

\

11

12

|
|

Weather - some raln, anéd cold.
Activity on the bde front during the night 10/1

!

Night 10/11 estimated 400 inf PHLEAMPOURON village.

40 tanks reported by 1 Rangers to be apprﬂaching

782663 from the directlon of VEVE. An enemy
attack estimated by approx two bns withlittle
supporting arty on right of 2/4 Bn, 1 Rangers

and left of 2/8 Bn. This attack was broken up |

by erty and small arms fire.

An enemy tank was stuck on minefleld in front
of Rangers. A patrol visited tank but were
beaten off by fixed lines. AFVs and inf
reported in VEVE. Enemy inf and arty digging
in front of the 2/8 BEn.

Snowing and very cold.

Two PW ceptured by the 2/8 Bn. One PW died in
ADS, the other was passed back to 6 Aust Diwv,
Identification of PW unit was Hitlers ex-
personal bodyguard, 1 and 4 coys FIRST "DIA
FUHRER" Regt, VERFUHUNG STRUPPE Motorised Div.
Oprders received from 6 Aust Div that the bde
would withdraw to a position on R.ALIAKNMON.
Withdrawal to be covered by 1 Armd bBde.

BM left on recce of this position with unit
recce parties.

lhe enemy &aunched en attack along the whole
front, supported principally by mortar fire.
1 Rangers KRRC were forced to withdraw

right fwd elements and 2/8 Bn left conformed
with t his.

Enemy infiltration forced fwd arty OFs to with-
draw, thus hindering effective arty support.

1 Rangers KRRC were.given a line which they
must hold until dark and were told that they

must maintain contact with the 2/8 Bn on

their right..
A150 Mob Print Sec AIF--25M—141—G.
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' 0.0.'s REPORT AND COMMENTS ON MONTH

2/4 Bn was told to bring tts right back to
conform with 1 Rangers KRRC movements and to
move what reserve (carriers) it had to the rear
of its right. | |
Portion of the arty was withdrawn to cover
withdrawal.

1 Rangers KRRC front broke and unconfirmed
reports of tanks working around the flanks of
2/8 Bn as a result of the earlier withdrawal
of GREEKS on 2/8 Bn right, according to plan.
When 1 Rangers HQs moved comn with 2/8 Bn was
lost and the direct line of wilthdrawal of the
2/8 Bn was cut off. |
2/4 Bn and remainder of supportingérms were

ordered to withdraw to vicinity of embussing avéa,

ref map FLORINA 1:1005000 square 7952. |
To protect the withdrawal of the embussed force
and 1 Armd Bde until first lisht a delaying posn
selected in squares 78553, 7955, B800S5. |
An 10 was sent to 6 Aust Div to inform them of |
the situation and that the delaying posn was |
necessary because of the earlier withdrawal.
At approx 2200 hrs the bridgze at pt 792536 was |
blown, because of enemy approach. |
Bde HQ established at approx 803528.

The posn was occupied by 2/4 Bn, one and one
half coys 1 Rangers KRRC, 1 Armd Bde and a
proportion of supporting arms. 2/8 Bn filtered
through the posn during the night somewhat
disorganised having had to wade through LAKE
PETERSKO and were embussed and sent back at
first light.

WWeather - cold and cloudy during morning, -fine
in afternoon.
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e

13

| 14

A lively MG and small arms battle took place
| between 2/4'Bn, 1 Rangers KRRC, 1 Armd Bde and
' the enemy. Flre was ‘constant up to 0900 hrs,
iwhen 1 Armd Bde took over the protegtion of the |
'withdrawal of 2/4 Bn. | |
' 2/4 Bn had withdrawn to buses, embussed and |
' proceeded S0UTH to take up the posn on the
| NORTH bank of R.ALIAKMON recce by the BM.
' Enemy air sctlvity very slight. One recce
'plane fired few rounds at MT, dolng NO damage.
iHmt tea given to troops at KAISAREIA ref map
KOSANI 933983 which was much appreciated,
19 Aust Inf Bde consisting of 2/4 Bn, 3/8 B,
26 NZ Bn, one coy 2/1 MG Bn, one bty 2/1 A Tk
Regt, and one coy /1 Fd Amb proceeded to. a posn
prolonging the left of the NZ Div from the NORTH
bank of R.ALIAKMON, NW along the 1line of hills
to connect with the GREEKS on its left about
KHROMION 825951, see trace astt lfor dispositlions)
arty support to be given from opposite side of
' R.ALTAKMON., |
' . |

Appx

Appx

Weagher - fine and clear, |
2/8 Bn report 30 MT entering 668492, . |
. EA Dornlier flew very low over posn, NOT engag-
| ed by SA fire., osuppllies carried by pack mules
~ from KERASIA. Wire and pickets brought from
dump.at KERASIA. -

Al150 Mob Print Sec AIF-23M—141—C.
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| =
L —

1450

22195

0800

18350

Weather - flne and clear. _
EA activity increasing, strong formations up €O |

fifty planes passed over approx 8000', directlon

mainly SOUTH and NORTH. |

| EA observed using landing ground KOZANE. |

As a resunlt of GERMAN break through at SIATISTA | 5

' PASS towards GREVENA, the bde was ordered to | Ao
— | withdraw across R.ALIAKMON by footbridge | e oedaall
constructed by engrs.
A Tk guns with tractors had to be left. Bde |
' and Bn transport had teen sent to tThe SOUTH |
}side of R.ALTAKMON. RE stores, amn, supplies,
petrol and baggape which could NOT be carried
on the man were destroved as far as possible.
Brig and IO crossed river with 2/8 Bn and |
proceeded to 6 Aust Div for orders. The bde-ww’{
to move to LEE FORCE at DOMOKHOS ref map ATHENS |
1:250,000 2378. -
' The bde embussed at MIKRAVALTON and was ferried |
lback to reserve posn in rear of LEE FORCE
during 16 Apr 41. |
' BM remained to try and get transport across the |
'river until 0600 hrs 16 Apr 41.

Appx o

'Weather - cold and light railn.

' Brlg and IO proceeded to LEE FORCE.
'singly agalinst NT in LARISSA area.
Throughout the day a conslderable number of NT
were observed burning on road, q
Brig arrived at LEEFORCE HQ and was asked Dy
Brig LEE to control the inf portlon of the
defence 1line and the inl withdrawal.

Bde HQ estsbllished at pt 2370.

2/4 and 2/8 Bns arrived spprox 2100 hrs and took|
up a reserve posn behind LEE FORCE, - ‘

16
EA operating

| A150 Mob Print Sec AIF--25M—4/41—G.,
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37 Weather - cold with heavy fog.
; | Brig VASEY and Brig LEE wvislted fwd bns during
' the day.
18 Weather - warm and cloudy.
U300 j ' LO from 6 Aust Div called wlth detalls of move-| ;
Q900 | | ment to BRALLOS THERMOPYLAE. Bde HQ moved off
to BRALLOS area ref map LANMIA-AMPHISSA 1:100,000
pt 323345. Appx 7
Brig went further SO0UTH to contact 1 sust Corps i
but found they had NOT yet establlshed their -
3 - HQ, so the Brig proceeded to FORCE HQ at THEBES
i for further Informstlon as to ANZAC Line, f
2030 | | Brlg returned to BRALLOS area.
; 2100 '\ Bde HQ established at pt 3235375,
19 Weather - fine and clear. | e e e e i RSN s PR
Units under comd and support of 19 Aust Inf Bde - f ?-/56“ c""““ . See ey Whe
. 2/1 Bn | 17 e 2 /""a""'1L ""PJ' C~, .:.fu
2/4 Bn - strength approx three coys Hidee TN 'q{JJ’ 3
det 2/8 Bn - strength approx two pls. | | 6_‘_‘ /""""""Z‘l & (7 BDere .
2/11 Bn | Il 2 (s |
one coy 2/1 MG Bn | Tae A 3
2/2 Fd Regt |
2/1 Fd Coy
2/7 Fd Amb f
Tracling of dispositlions of unlts shown in... Appx 7
P i
- | A150 Mob Print See ATF—23M—1/81—C. Sugnature....... cnmdlﬁihustlnfﬂgtle ;
3 )

¥ " .
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20 ‘ Covering force withdrew theough FDLs. Bridge
| | over river in plaln and demollitions NORTHof
| FDLs were blown. Continued alr activity, incl |
‘ bombling of rear areas occurred. A_two ton | |
ammonol dump near Bde HQ was hit by a2 bomb |
| | and exploded, | B 5

| 18 Bde 00 1ssued. | Appx 7 A
21 ‘ Enemy UT appeared on rd NORTH of LAMIA and

- approached bridge, which was shelled fairly

| econtinuously by a sec of fwd pguns during night

21/22. The Bridge was owt of range offnaln gun

| ‘ posns., -

22 | Enemy arty beyond range of our own arty shelled| . |
the front causing few casualties but knocking | '
out the .two fwd guns. There was considerable | N
movement of enemy MT on rd LAMIA-BRALLOS, bningi 9
ing up bridging stores and moving tps and store
| ete, over to left flank of bde posn towards |
FRANTZ, agaln out of range of our arty. Recce
planes landed NORTH of the river and the enemy
| commeénced preparine an adv landing ground at a
range of 11,000 yds from FDLs. Enemy movement |
was seen on. THERMOPYLAE feature on WEST (left)
| of LEONIDAS FASS, from which observation of
| BRALLOS valley could be obtalned. | g | S
Orders were recelved that GREECE was to be | e |
evacuated, and 19 Aust Inf Bde was to hold e | Bf
present posn until dark 24/28 Apr to allow | : 4 &5
remainder of 6 Aust Dlv to be withdrawn behind k .
a further covering force. <The order stated that Pl 1 8 )
the tall of the bde was to clear the ATALANTI - ;
rd junc by 0030 hrs 25 Apr 41. OSince the |
distence and steep climbing on foot from
present FDLs to embussing pts was so great, it | Signature. .

Fem bt 4 gl i | fomd 10 Rust Tff Bda}

w
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| 22 | was declded that the Bde must withdraw to a posm
about two miles in rear of .present posn, just
' NORTH of BRALLO03. <Thils would enable FDLs to be
| held until dark and yet leave time for bde to | \
| enibus and clear ATALANTI rd junc by 0030 hrs :

25 Apr. 2/11 Bn was ordered to move back and :
| occupy this rear posn at 0200 hrs 235 Apr 41.

2% |

|

23 | Little enemy activity took place during 23 Apr
except for occasional shelling of fwd areas, and
| aerial bombardment of rear areas. . Considerable
- MT movement @) LAMIA plain took place moving
overfo the left of bde posn. .
Orders were 1ssued for FDLs on THERMOFPYLAE posn R . * i
to be vacated by 0430 hrs 24 Apr. 2/4 Un was | g | c - psks }_{4 5..‘_ {;T t:o ) ook

- to embus &and move straight through to occupy

| . | = =
a posn about 5 miles SOUTHof BRALLOS, just EAST | fetp. s otiapeet U ) 35 ne TS
natural / | of AMFIKLIA, on &/ A Tk ditch, In case a | | o i | W -

L w
breakthrough should occur during 24 Apr4l. |
The BRALLOS posn occupied by 2/11 En covered .
the ‘approaches into BRALLOS valley by the centre
| and left approaches, but a passable track
| around the right over the mountains entering
' the BRALLOS valley behind 2/11 Bn posn, was to
' be covered by 2/1 BEn less two coys. +his BEn
'was to retire slowly during 24 Apr, arriving -
in BRALLOS valley about 1800 hrs. One coy 2/1
Bn with two A Tk guns was to be 1In posn by [irst 4
1ight 24 Apr covering demolitions in GRAVIA def- e |
jle which connected with the WEST (Coast Rd), ,;;¢f‘ =
where 450 enemy NT were reported. 2/5 Bn with | |y
a small amount of supporting arms was placed

B under 19 Aust Inf Bde. 2/5 En was ordered %o’ , | | 3
delay enemy adv on coast rd and was to clear - Cl}} i
| LEVARDEIA rd junc after tall of bde at approx Signature ..~ har sl AL C . Brig.
- A169 Bob Frint See ATF—581—4/01-G. 0130 hrs 25 Apr 41.97 Comd 19 Aust Inf Bde..
k- : ; \ S
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e S— | T—

w1thdrawal was cerried out according to plan

| and all demolitions were completed.

Conslder-

. able enemy movement down the SOUTH slope of the
| THERMOPYLAE posn on the left front of 2/11 Bn
' took place. The exact strength was difficult
; ‘ to estimate since it was mixed with the
' retirement of the GREEK ARMY. 1T was probably
| one-two mountain bns. This enemy force was
heavlly shelled when 1t came within range.
About 1600 hrs an attack devecloped against the
1eft flank of the 2/11 Bn, forcing them to |
| | gwinz back theilr left slightly. The coy of
| E/lflﬂn in the GRAVIA deflle was ordered to
" withdraw and demonstrate against the right flank
of the enemy attack. Reports, later shown to b
untrue, were recelved stating that an enemy bn 2
; ' had moved down the valley towards the vlillage ! 5§
I
|

of ANO KALIVIA, presumably with the object of
' herassine the bde's withdrawal.

About 1800 hrs the 2/1 Bn, 2/4

Bn, 2/7 Fd Amb

and 2/1 P4 Coy (less demolitlon part
clearing dets with each bn), were or

ies and rd |

dered to ./ |

move PLonbhwith stralght to MEGARA, since 1€

was considered too late for an enemy pursult

to materialise that day, and in consequenece 1t
was desired to clear the main rd of unnecessary
treffic. *he enemy alr interference with this daylight
move had to be accepted, and in fact only two |
vehicles were lost due to alr actlon.

| About.200¢ hrs the withdrawal of 2/11 En was
under way, and the whole bde with MT 1ights on,
withdrew without molestation. A small detach-
ment was made to protect the withdrawal. at ANO
' KALIVIA: The enemy who was by this time

- definitely in GRAVIA, did nothing othsr Lhan
put up white [{lares.

5130
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MEGARA and had debussed before daylight on 25

Apr. The bde rested under cover of olilve | _ £ %

groves during 25 Apr and embarked on night 25/ \
i 26 Apr for CRETE.

|

25 i The bde covered the 100 miles from BRALLOS to
|
|

HQ 19 Aust Inf Bde embarked on HMS "WRYNECK". ]

0300 | 86 ‘Gnnvny left MEGARA, GREECE for CRETE. EA bumbai | I

| ships in convoy, NO dsmage being caused. |

1730 HMS "WRYNECK" arrived SUDA BAY, personnel them.!
marched to refreshment camp where they were | |

- | clven tea, chotolate, frult and cigarettes. Tps i

| ' bivouacked for night 26/27 at refreshment camp.

o7 | Bde HQ, 2/11 Bn, 2/8 En moved to ref map SUDA
;  VANOS 1:50,000 210494 to adopt an anti-para-
chutist role. See tracing for dispositilons, Appx 8
very approx. |

|
| |
o8 | Weather = fine and warm. |
0850 ' 2/4 Bn arrived vicinity 210454, Units resting. |
Amenities 1ssued to tps.

29 | Weather - fine. | * :
2045 | 2/4 Bn moved/to HERACKLION under comd 14 Inf Ede
British). /by sea

Stgnature.... .\
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50 Weather- fine and clear.
19 Aust Inf Bde Instn lssued on anti-
paratroop defence. Appx 9
CREFORCE Op Instn No © Appx 10
E CREFORCE Order No & recelved Appx 11 |
| _ ]
| |
'. ’ i
I ]
|
' \
| | |
- I | "
| |
| |
' I
|
‘ |
| | .
|
| |
|
|
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19 AUST INF BD% DEFENCE

Scheme No 1 RETINO Sector

Ref Maps: CRETE 1:300,000 | |
RETIMO 1:100,000 ) 0ld sexries L Lt
@TORGIOUPCLIS  1:100,000 )

1. General. CRETE is aoprox 170 miles long in an Hast West direction 3
and varies from approx 30-10 miles wide in North South direction. It 4
consists of a narrow East West coastal plain on the NWortlx of the :
island, and an East West mountzin system passable by only a few

+paclks south of this plain. The southern shore is rocky and ,
inhospitable possessing few safe anchorages., The principal towns |
are CANDIA, RETIMO and KHANTA, An arterial rd Class B2 runs East i
West along North shore of island.

2 There is = first class operational eir bsse at HERAKLION (CANDIA)
a good aerodrome at MALEME (West of KHANIA) and a restricted landing
eround at RETIMO, RETIMO is 45 miles from HERARKLION and SUDA BAY, 'r

3. SUDA BAY is an advanced fuelling base for fleet units, and the
main svenue of supply for the island. In the face of the air threat,
it is only possible to use SUDA BAY for light fleet unitss

4, The areas considered suitable for opposing enemy sea, OT
parachutist and air borne landings are -

(a) HERAKLION

(b) RETINO (incl ARMYRO BAY, ie GEORGIQUPOLIS)

(c) SUDA BAY

(d) MALEMNE
5. Possible Enemy Action. Enemy action consisting of parachutist
lendings followed by landing of air borne Tps, combined or followed .

by sea landings may be expected at any time., Our naval forces
cannot remain in this =rea to prevent any such sea landing, but are
expected to be zble to deal with it shortly after 2 landing has been

made . -
Although no fifth column on an extensive scale exists in CRETE,

the enemy is doubtless now introducing agents,

6. Orcanisation of Forces in CRETE

HO CREFORCE
Comd - Maj Gen Freyburg

) : sk s L
HERAKLION CENTRAL SUDA BAY MAIEME & Force Res
Sector or FETIMO Defences GALATOS
with Garrison Sector MNDBO Sector with

(inel RETIMO A11 AA & SL  Gerrison
& Armyro Bay) & CD units in
Comd-Brig CRETE less
VASEY, 19 - those in
Aust Inf Bde support other
and att tps. sectors.

Tps in SUDA

BAY area.
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U< Sector Boundaries - (a) RETIMO - laft boundary all imel ' =

ARMYRO -~ ASKTPHO. .

(b) SUDA BAY - left boundary all inel
KILADISO River from its mouth o =
tributary 1% miles SW - stream south
to LULOSO

7. Proposed Sector Orgsnisation. The proposed org:znisation 1is one

bde ' gp consisting of the following tps at [ERAKLION, RETIMO and
MATENE Sectors, with a fourth bde gp as & force reserve -

One inf bde, |

One fd regt,

One fd coy,

One fd amb,

The organisation of tps in SUDA BAY arez is to remain as at

present.

8. Orgenisation of BETIMO Sector. Consists of two gps -
(a) Fast Gp - located RETINO

(b) West Gp - located ARMYRO BAY (GZEORGIOUPOLIS Area).

9, Comd - East Gp - On hostilities r:nmenci%, tps come under comd
2/ 1 Bn,

Lt. Col. CAMPEELL DSO,
: Cﬂﬂﬂ EELE't GP!-
Prior to hostilities, tps under direct comd
19 InT Bde.,
West Gp Under direct comd 19 Inf Bde,

to be lknown 2as

10. Pre Battle Dispositions - RETIMO Sector.
See appx D' and 'BY,

11. Roles. Definition - in accordsnce with pare 8, bns will be
mown as - (a) Anchor bns, or
(b) Counterattack bns.
See appx 'M'!' and 'E?,

12. The scheme for defence of RETIMO and GEORGIOUPOLIS aress is to

_nlace portio: of the tps (ie snchor bns) im a posn where they

directly protect the vital area, and to keep the remainder of the
tps (ie counterattack bns) outside the probable area of initial
bombardment. Thege counterattack bns remsin hidden during the
hombardment snd move to counterattack as ordered by gp comds, when
sn enemy ground attack is developing.

( 13. East Gp - Anchor Bns - roles (a) Defence of Retimo aerodrome

sgainst land, air, or sea
borne attack., |
(b) Defence against parachutist
Jandings in areas allotted by
Comd East Gp.
Counterattack Bns-roles (a) Defence of ovm area incl

prominent spur on left flemk

of posn.

{b) Dafence against parachutists

in area allotted by Comd
East Gp.

(c) Counterattack as directed by

Comd Esst G'pt

' El RN s
e — .- ' ¥ — - E - i o i I - =

e e il e e i -
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lest Gp - Anchor Bn - roles (a)

(b) An
(e)

Tﬂ aany use of ground East of i
leading West and W :f‘rm M
GRORGIOUPOLIS, =2gainst 1lamd, =
air, and sea burne attaek. B
& parachutist own ares,
Couhterattack against right

£lank of enemy - ttocking |
'ecounterattack bn' .

Counterattack Bn-roles (a) Defence own area, |
(b) Anti parachutist in area NE

(e)

Preparation Defensive Posns.
a Anchm'-:_ Bns

wired -

- Weapon pits only will be dug.
prntectinn wiring first priority.

and north of its posn.
Counterattack to cspture high )

ground to front of bn or to

dislocate an enemy attack on
anchor bn.

Posns will be
Tn -

event bns being unable to conceal some weapon pits

dummy
/here defensive

pits will also be dug for these pits.

posns lack natural cover, sub units

will live in bivouac areas &nd occupy posns

when a threst by enemy ground snd parachutist |
tpe is imminent.

(b) Bounterattack Bns-Bomb slits
priority
will then
Coneca=1men

importance at all times.,
surprise is essenti2l to their role

the 2im is
knowledge

hﬂEtlliti&&..

Degree of Readiness.
(a)

16.

(11) Action Stations - Posns occupied and rd

only will be dug - first

- and whers required weapon pits |

be dug. |
t of these bns is of paramount |
The element of |

to prevent enemy from rra:?.n 'r
of their existence priar to o

Degree
Tps able to complete
occupation of posns within
30 minutes.

ﬂ'blt;mks on all rds i
comple ted. |

(b) A higher degree may be ordersd by Forece or by Gp Comd if

in hl'Ei Dpiniﬁn the situation
It will be taken up automati

-

Dispositions, Boundaries, Pts of

demsnds it. ; 1
cally on SOS heing fired. j
1

June and FDLs.

) 4%
| (2) East Gp - Appx ™' and
FDL:s will be fwd edge

(b) West Gp - Appx 'E' and as fi

as fixed Dy Bd=
of olive groves, to be occupied only
when 'action stations! taken up.

Comd on ground. : |

xed on gmund.
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& 33, Arty and ¥
V< Ta) Roles - (i) ILending ground eiefances
(ii) Beach defence -
(iii) PFlenk protection.
(iv) Anti tank (execl MMGE)
(b) ARcs - see-appx ™M! and 'E?
(East Gp as
(c) Defensive fire tasks to be fired on S0S signal (arranged by *
=mn expenditure limited to 5 min per gun and (Comd Eest G
| MMG et normal rates. Appx 'C! to be issued later(West Gp do
| . 19, Enegr Tasks
| '(E‘j Prenare rds and br-s for demolition - appx 'F! and 'G' and as
ordered on rds | of GEORGIQUPOLIS.
(b) Supervise 11:.:3r1ng minefields - appx 'F!' and 'G' to be issued
later,
(¢) Assist bns, incl training of GREEK bns' pnr coy.
(d) Assist preperation of miscellaneous works.
20. Other supportines srms - appx 'H' - to be issued later. ]
Prior to hostilities tracked wvehicles will be concealed by day
from ground and air observation. Practice driving may hbe cecarried
out by moonlacht.
21, AA defence - Tps will NOT open fire unless. delibnra't.ely attacked,
» prior to snemy ground tps arriving.

22. Patrols.

(2) East Gp - Comd East Gp will allot areas.
ilest Gp = Areas as on appx 'Ef

(b) Patrols:atidiscretion”ée#£ Bm eomds, bBut beached will-be .
patrolled continuously during hours of darkness.

¢c) A1l bns will men at lsast one OP, contimiocusly during daylight
and moonlight hours.

(@) Alarm signals - see comns, pars 28,

| ADMINISTRATION

23. Sup - Units will meintein 2 days reserve rations on man. . 4 and 5
r‘HE]EK bns will maintain their sups in coy dumps.

24, Amn - Units will maintsin such quantity as can be carried by the
| : men plus 100 % res of amount which can e ecarried,

_ 25. Med - East Gp - ADS - ADEIE

- lest Gp - ADS - 2 miles West of GEORGIOUPOLIS.

| MDS - VRISSES (on rd GEORGIOUPOLIS - NEON KHORION).

| — Evacuations by rations and éther trucks from ADS' and
: RAPs at RETIMO and GEORGIOUPOLIS,

26, X Stores - demands to 19 Inf Bde. Dump will be established by
2/8 Fd Coy. -

g l ; 3 _ N . =
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I:fT Civil ﬂ'.nd ape rational lines F'ﬂree - T

Alarm Signal - five rounds tracer fired in air - on this

S | signal all tps will stand to 'action stat
& - It will ? fired by atpa'brﬁlteam{m wm m
R | parachutists, ground or tps ats appear
5 in grester nﬁmbers thaxp'is he himself can deal wit
‘ S, Patrol, pl comds snd above only may arder m :
B, 12 | | a.l:arm signal ta he fired. .

30, Bde HQ located one mile West of GEORGIOUPOLIS. | r %

-
o | )

L4

(5ed)  Qapt.
Bil 19 Aust Inf Ege ;
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APPENDIX 'C'

_To_19 Aust Inf Bde Defence Scheme Ho 1 |
e Ref Maps: YEORYIOQUPOLIS 1/50,000 i

gl
oz

ik Scope - Arrangements night herassing fire on beach - West Gp

2, Objeet - to cause confusion and casualties amongst enemy
landing craft approaching beach.

- - . — e ——

e Areas - ARMYRO RAY will be divided into two =2reas -
(a) Rast Area - Right bn besch patrol erea, i.e. East i
of DELPHINOS creek (357392} to (323380).
(b) West Area - Left bn besch pstrol area from
DELPHINOS creek to a pt (335397).

4, ! Coy 2/1 MG Bn and 2/3 Fd Regt will arrenge to distribute
fire over these areas according to the light signel putup.
2/3 Fd Regt, only will fire into East area, HNO fire is to fall
South of edrce of sand. (see trace for areas of fire).

1 5. Amn expenditure will be limited to 5 minutes at normal rates.
. B. Signals - (a) HEast Area 4 Green, (Green, Green.
G - (b) West Area - Red, ﬁed, Re

\ & 7. Signals will be fired by petrol comds or by pl comds and
chove when & force, established as hostile of suech a
size as cannot be dealt with by a patrol, appears from the
gsea, One and a2 half minutes will be allowed to pass af'ter
the signal has been put up, before fire is opened, to allow
patrols to be cleared of beach itself, -

" s - — b e . e —— - & e —— a—
h____ —— e il o
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- OFFICERS APPOINTMENTS [ Rl ﬂ | LA
| 3 Ji . =0 WU 1Jd5 WA )
HQ. 19 AUST INF EDE \ 7o

NLUAUST INF B2 7
NS 1 APRIL 1941.
Comd ' 19 BDE Brig Ge.A. VASEY C.B+E. DeSe¢Oe ‘
BM " mﬁ.j AeTed o BELL
SC " Capt B.D. BERESFORD
SC (Staff Learner)" " E.R. WILMOTH M.C.
$ Rde TO " "  D,McF. RUSSELL
Bde ASC Offr " "  W,A. BUNTING
} Bde IO " Lieut R.L. HOLMES
Liaison Offr i Capt T. LUXTON |
! " " Lieut A.J. MAITLAND |
] ] Ti i Y ele RUMJEY
Ameniities " L " ReH. JONES '°
Co Ghin am BATES
\
a 1
A\
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~ATTACK
12 Apr

KROMION

'mmms
18 Apr

ECUL! MENT

THERMOPY1AR
18 AFR

EVACUATION
OF GREZCE

RO WITHDRAWS

26 AFR

BRIGADIER'S
COMMENTS

HAPS

e

Bde 1nmamrzntvrrmmrmﬁmkuf
Au&
- forces.

- B85/%6. Arvived SUDA BAW.

LDPERATIONS
From ALEXANDRIA to PIR CUS per SS FENNL.ND 1=3 Apr.
BHQ 2/4 and 2/8 Bns to DAPHNE ecamp,

Bde ordered to move to VERRIA P

but on halting there

new orders received of move W W German
breakthro in JUGOSLAVIA, Bde W D) positions
on mein defis £/2 Pn right, m&mm “nd 2/4 Bn

laft. © Apr.

coimldmg’:ith ordere for withairawal,
le front., Ranger front breaks
o B 2eg thdrawal to

launch attack
| itating

early wi

river il W along hills t0 connect with Greek

-

moves bacx tO pens
?uann;amm-m.

'Y

Orders vecsived 27 Apr. 19 Bde to remein in pen until
nm{'m ApT. n;uaw:un withirowal of 6 Div.

BRAILOE commencing 2¢ Apr. 2711 Bn covering force
33 2 coys 2/1 Bn jfl-;?t. heavy resrgusrd action with
m- g S

Bde preached MEGARIA and esmb ried HMS 'WRYNECK" on.

- -'.-l-
. Ll

LRy,

(a) BOUIPMENT = States Aray sent to GREECE well & = F
weapons to e adapted for country in which used., =
Tngufficiant Nowlitzers nd morters for campai St

i e

(b) FRONTAGLS = Necessity of holding higher pens
and epreacing iroops over wi e frontage precludes
depth of defence =nd recerves.

»)  ROAD DISCIPLINE - Dezeribed as bad, due tos
” (1) Failure of Oificers to reelise their respons-
ibility (11) Vehielea not pulllng of f ro=d dur ng

8t0pS.
ATHENG 11 250,000, LARISEA 1l 100,000
S IORTE. 11 100000, KCZANT 13 1

TAMIA-AMPHISSA 1: 100000

AR ot D e wre
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19 AUST INF BDE IN GREECE. HQ 19 Aust Inf Bde

Ref Maps: GREECE 1,000,000 an
| 1/%%0,050 ;

——-—_—“M

PART 1

l, MAJOR ACTIONS _

| 19 Aust Inf Bde was engaged in two major
actions In GREECE, firstly the delaying actlon at VEVE, and
secondly the defensive and rearguard action at THERMOPYLAE -
BRALLOS '

VEVE.,

2. On 8 Apr B de HQ and 2/8 Bn were bivouaced in the rear of t
the VERRIA PASS preparatory to taking up a portion of the GREEK
line., At approx 1900 hrs, an L.0. and later the Div Comd
informed the Brig that as a result of the GERMAN break through
YUGOSLAVIA towards BITOL@,. the 19 Aust Inf Bde was to take up a
delayling posn South of FLORINA at VEVE to enable the main SERVIA
line to be occupied.

B de HQ and 2/8 Bn moved forthwith via KOZANI North to
AMMYNTEON, and there found 1 RANGERS, KRRC already in posn
astride the main defile. The VEVE posn consisted of an NE-SW
barrier of hills separating the FLORINA and KOZANI plains,
bounded on the East by difficult mountains and two large lakes ,
andon the West again by difficult mountains. The posn was
occupled by GREEKS on the right, 19 Aust Inf Bde in the centre
astride the main road and pass, and GREEKS on the left., The
19 Aust Inf Bde was holding a front of sbout E""’Q- kilos.

-

O The 19 Aust Inf Bde consisted of and had under comd or 1ﬁ
support - |
' B de HQ

'L' Sec Sigs
2/4 Bn (less one coy)
2/8 Bn
- 1 Rangers KRRC
2 RHA
2/3 Fd Regt
64 Med Regt
27 NZ MG Bn (less two coys)
2/1 A Tk Regt (less one bty)
2/1 Fd Coy

4, On. O Apr the posn was occupiled by Right 2/8 Bn - Centre
1 RANGERS KRRC as“ride the main pass - Lufe 2/4 Bn,

The bulk of the MG's and A Tk weapons were placed in
support of the centre sector. Tac R reported enemy MT 55 kiloe
away.

5. 10 Apr - enemy MT was seen within two miles of FDL's and
harassing fire was opened. Enemy MC's were reported in
PHLAMOURON village on left flank of 2/4 Bn that night.

Slight air bombing of rear areas by both sides. The
weather was very wet and misty.

6. 11 Apr - Snowing and extremely cold.

There was little enemy activity im the morning but in the
afternoon an attack by about two bns, with little supporting
arty, on left of 2/8 Bn, 1 Rangers, and right of 2/4 Bn was .
launched. This attack was broken up by arty and small arms fire.
8light air activity by both sides. '

-
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7o 12 Apr - Snowling ceased Eg: still extremely cold.

Orders were recelved from Div that the posn was to be vacated on
night 12/13 Apr and a withdrawal to R. ALIAKMON (SERVIA) would
‘take place covered by 1 Armd Bde. 8Slight enemy movement and
shelling in morning tesle—pisse o<ccurred.

About 1100 hrs enemy launched an attack along whole front
supported mainly by mortar fire. By 1200 hrs, 1 RANGERS KRRC
were forced to withdraw right fwd elements and 2/8 Bn left
conformed. About 1500 hrs enemy infiltration forced fwd gunner

.0.P's to withdraw, thus hindering effective gunner support.

1 RANGERS ERRC were given a line which they must hold until
dark and were told that they must maintain contact with the 2/8 Bn
on their right. 2/4 Bn was told to bring its right back to conform
with the RANGERS movements and to move what res (carriers) it had
to the rear of its right, |

At approx 1630 hrs, portion of arty was withdrawn to. cover
withdrawal. About 1730 hrs the RANGERS'front broke and there
were unconfirmed reports of tanks working arocund the flanks of
2/8 Bn as a result of the earlier withdrawal of GREEKS on 2/8 Bns
right, according to plan, When the RANGERS' HQ'S moved, comm
with 2/8 Bn was lost, and the direct line of withdrawal of 2/8 Bn
was cut off.

About 1745 hrs, 2/4 Bn and remainder of supporting arms were
ordered to withdraw to vicinity of embussing area. To protect the
withdrawal of the embussed force and 1 Armd Bde until first light,
a delaylng posn was selected East of AMMYNTEON, and occupied at
0100 hrs 13 Apr by 2/4 Bn and one and a half Coys 1 RANGERS, with
a proportion of supporting arms. 2/8 Bh filtered through this
posn during the nlght, somewhat disorganised having had to wade
through LAKE PETRO,

8. 15 Apr - Weather cold and cloudy.

A lively MG and small arms battle took place between 2/4 Bn with
portion of RANGERS holding covering posn, and the enemy. About
0900 hrs, 1 Armd Bde took over the protection of the withdrawal
and 2/4 Bn withdrew followed by RANGERS.

9, The 19 Aust Inf Bde consisting of:~- 2/4 Bn, 2/8 Bn, m/{z Bn,
with one coy 2/1 MG Bn, one Bty 2/1 A Tk Regt, and one Coy 2/1 Fd
Amb, then was sent to a posn prolonging the left of the NZ Div,
from the North bank of R. ALIAKMON,NW along the line of hills
to connect with the GREEKS on its left about KHROMION.

On 15 Apr as a result of the GERMAN break through at

SIATISTA PASS towards GREVENA, the Bde was ordered to withdraw

. across the river over a footbridge. This meant abandoning all

X Carriers, A Tk Guns with tractors, such few vehicles as had been
retained North of the R. ALIAKMON, and all amm, supplies, petrol,
RE Stores and baggage which could not be carried on the man, As
much as posslble of these stores etc., were destroyed.

10, The Bde embussed at MIKRAVALTON and was ferré€d back to a
res posn 1ln rear of LEE FORCE at DOMOKHOS.

11, On 18 Apr the Bde was ordered to ferry itself from
DOMOKHOS back to a posn astride the main rd on the BRALLOS =
THERMOPYLAE poan.

THERMOPYLAE - BRALLOS

12. The THERMOPYLAE posn was a formidable mountain barrier
running East-West from the sea on the East to an almost impassable
mountaln system on the West. This mountain barrier looks across

a flat plain divided by an East West River to the town of LAMIA
and the hight countyy North of it. 1In the Sector held by 19 Aust
Inf Bde, the mountaln 1s crossed by a winding road some four miles
in length from the plain to the top of the pass. Some two miles
West of this road, the festure is somewhat lower, and 1s crossed
by several mule tracks. The LAMIA-ATHENS ry enters the BRALLOS
valley through gorges and tunnels In this sector,
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13. The 19 Aust Inf Bde had at its disposal :-

- 2/1 Bn

2/4 Bn (strenght about three coys)
Det 2/8 Bn (strenght about two pls)
2/11 Bn

Oone Coy 2/1 MG Bn

2/2 FA Regt

2/1 Fd Coy

2/7 F4 Amb

14, The posn taken up was about half way down the fwd slope
and was occupled with ~ Right -2/11 Bn linking up with the NZ Div,
Centre - incl main rd 2/1 Bn and Left - 2/4 Bn extending to the
LEONIDAS PASS. e

17 Aust Inf Bde which was to have extended the left from
LEONIDAS PASS was withdrawn during night 22/23 Apr., Considerable

enemy air activity on 'B! Ech areas, BRALLOS PASS, and LAMIA
plain took place.,

15, 20 Apr - Covering force withdrew through FDL's 4% Br over
river in plain and demollitlons North of FDL's were blown.,
Continued alr activity including bombing of rear areas occurred.

16, 21 Apr - Enemy MT appeared on rd North of LAMIA and
approached br, which was shelled fairly continously by a sec

of fwd guns during night 21/22 Apr. The br was out of range of
main gun posns. | g

17. 22 Apr - Enemy arty beyond range of our own arty shelled
the front causing few casualtles, but knocking out the two fwd
guns , There was conslderable movement of enemy MT on rd LAMIA-
B RALLOS, bringing up bridging stores and moving tps and stores
etc., over to left flank of Bde posn towards FRANTZ, again out of
range of our arty. Recce planes landed North of the river and
the enemy commenced preparing an adv landing ground at a range
11,000 yds from FDL's. Enemy movement was seen on THERMOPYLAE
feature on West (left) of LEONIDAS PASS, from which observation
of BRALLOS valley could be obtained.

18, Orders were recelved that GREECE was to be evacuated, and
‘% Apr to

19 Aust Inf Bde was to hold present posn until dark
allow remainder of 6 Aust Div to be withdrawn behind a’ further
covering force. The order stated that the tail of the Bde was
to clear the ATALANTI rd junc by 0030 hrs 25 Apr. Since the
distance and steep cligbing on foot from present FDL'S to
embussing pts was so great, it was decided, that the Bde must
withdraw to a posn about two miles in rear of present posn,
just North of BRALLOS. This would enable FDL's to be held until
dark and yet heave for Bde to embus and clear ATALANTI rd
junc by 0030 hrs Apr. 2/11 Bn was ordered to move back and
occupy this rear posn at 0200 hrs 23 Apr

19 . 23 Apr - Little enemy activity took place during 23 Apr
except for uganliunll shelling of fwd areas, and aerial
bombardment rear areas. Consliderable MT movement on LAMIA
plain took place moving over to the left of Bde posn.,

Orders were lssued for FDL's on THERMOPYLAE posn to be vacat
-ed by Q430 hrs 24 Apr. 2/4 Bn was to embus and move straight
through to occupy a posn about 5 mliles South of BRALLOS, Jjust
East of AMFIELIA, on an A Tk ditah)in case a breakéhrough
showld occur during 24 Apr. _

The BRALLOS posn occupied by 2/11 Bn covered the approaches
into BRALLOS wvalley bﬁ‘ the centre and left appraaches, but a
passable track rEHY mountains entering the BRALLOS valley
behind 2/11 Bn"posn was to be covered by 2/1 Bn less two coys.
This Bn was to retire slowly during 24 Apr, arriving in BRALLOS
valley about 1800 hra., One Coy 2/1 Bn with two A Tk guns was to
be 1n posn by first light 24 Apr, covering demolitions in GRAVIA
defile which connected with the iut. (Coast rd), where 450 enemy

MT were reported. 2/5 Bn with a small amount of aupgurtigg arms
was placed under 19 Aust Inf Bde. 2/5 Bn was ordered to delay

p—
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> J+(Cont). enemy advance on coast rd and was to clear LE\ﬁ#ﬁ_
rd. Junc after tall of Bde at approx 0130 hrs 25 Apr. \

20. 24 Apr - Withdrawal was carrled out according to plan and
all demolitions were completed., Considerable enemy movement down th
the South slope of the THERMOPYLAE posn on the left front of 2/11
Bn took place. The exact strength was difficult to estimate Since
i1t was mixed with the retirement of the GREEK Army. It was probably
one-two mountain bns,
This enemy force was heavily shelled when 1t came with 2\
range. About 1600 hrs an attack developed against the left flank .
_of the 2/11 Bn, forcing them to swing back their left slightly, |
The Coy of 2/1 Bn in the GRAVIA deflle was ordered to withdraw
and demonstrate against the right flank of the enemy attack,
Reports, later shown to be untrue, were received stating that Ln
enemy bn had moved down the valley towards the village of ANO |
KALIVIA, presumably with the object of harassing the Bde's withe
-drawal, - '\
About 1866—hrs the 2/1 Bn, 2/4 Bn, 2/7 FA Amb and 2/1 .’Pq
Coy (less demolitlon partles gnd road clearing dets with each bn),
were ordered to move fer'bh-:ifg"s'%rlight to MEGARA, since it was
consldered too late for an enemy pursult to materialise that day,
and In consequence it was desired to clear the main road of
unnecesgsary traffic. The enemy air interference with this move
had to be auceptad;and in fact only two vehicles were lost due
to air actlion.
About 2000 hrs the withdrawal of 2/11 Bn was under way, and
the whole Bde with MT lights on, withdrew without molestation, A
small detachment was made to protect the withdrawal at ANO KALIVIA.
The enemy who was by this time definitely in GRAVIA, did nothing
other than put up white flares. :
The Bde covered the 100 miles from BRALLOS -« MEGARA and
had debussed before daylight on 25 Apr., The Bde rested under
;avag Egﬂnliva groves during 25 Apr and embarked on night 25/26 Apr
or CR n

_-

PART 11l.
COMMENTS

2l. FRONTAGES.

It 1s widely realised that the frontages which
Bdes were asked to hold were such that enemy infiltration could
not be prevented. In mountain warfare, it was seen.to be
essential to hold the highest ground or at least deny 1t to the
enemy, but in additlon to this, troops must be sufficiently thick
on the ground to prevent inflltration elsewhere., These wide
frontages prevented any tps being held in bde reserve. Without
a reserve properly equlipped, capable of offensive action, it was
found that such posns could only be held for very limited perilods.

22. USE OF LIAISON OFFRS.

Value was realised by all, both of Div
and Bde L,O's, at all times. When HQ's were moving frequently,
wireless restrictions prevented any form of comm, except by L.0's
25. ARTY SUPPORT.

Arty support was extremely good throughout,

and the 25 pdr was s een to be a deadly weapon. In any defensive
battle, long range harassing arty ls necessary, and in mountainous
country, howitzers are essential. In the THERMOPYLAE posn, art
support could only be glven on a band about 3000 yds wlde parallel
to the FDL's, and with the inner edge of the band 2000 yds in front
of the FDL's. The number of 0.P's available on the two bty
organlsation 1s Insufficlent both for mountainous country where
view is often restricted and to give depth of 0,PF's,

| Some form of light howitzer or improved mortar
to deal with the GERMAN mortar (range 4000 yds), is urgently

required, Also all inf offrs should be able to direct arty fire,
This can only be done effectivély when sufficient wireless sets

._..l_h.-“_
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- %o. (Cont). are available for direct comn from fwd inf i:nmn -
arty.

Time prevented much other than demollitions

being done by the sappers., Demolition belts were well planned
and caused conslderable delay to the enemy. After the withdrawal
of LEE FORCE through the FDL's at THERMOPYLAE, almost 20 hrs |
elapsed before the enemy appeared, It is thought that bde comds
should be given the demolition policy early. In several cases,
permission could not be obtained to blow ry bridges. At BRALL
the ry was only blown as a result of the initlative of a s apper
officer, since permission was received too late for a planned..
demolition on.the ry. W
25. MG SUPPORT g

The need for very close siting of MG sections
to inf sections prior to a withdrawal wgs clearly shown, If
this 1s not done, misunderstandings resulting in early withdrawals
are likely to occur. The value of the MK V1ll Z streamlined amm
with the small beaten zone at long ranges is doubtful, unless
detachments are well trained and the target area 1s suitable for
observation of fire,

26, SIGNAL ASSISTANCE
~ Mob warfare, particularly Iln mountainous

country, cannot be effectively controlled unless wireless sets at
leas t on the scale of two per inf coy are available, Most of our
problems at the present time - control, direction of fire support,
and passing and checking of information, are due to this lack of
intercoom IiIn the Army.

| Sig assistance was good, but there seemed
to be a lack of understanding of the use of priority messages
by staff offrs, and of the handling of same by sig offlces,

27. ROAD DISCIPLINE AND TRAFFIC CONTROL.
This could only be

described as bad. The main faults were -

(a). Individual offrs did not realise their responsibility in
keeping the flow of traffic going.

(b). Vehicles failed to pull completely off the road when halted,
and did not keep a man waving the other traffic on. '

(c). One convoy woudd try to pass another convoy thereby completely
ruining any attempt to keep Interval on the road. Individual
veh#cles which had become separated from units achieved the same
result by attempting to cateh up. It 1s felt that the only
vehicles which should be allowed to overtake should be staff vans
or cars,

The strength of the Div Pro Coy could be increased with advantage.

28, TYPE OF ARMY.

Our war equipment is designed for operatlons
in FRANCE. Should it not be reviewed before each campalgn and
altered accordingly. . In GREECE, we had insufficient howltzers
insufficient mortars, not enough pack saddlery or mules, MT unalbe
to compete with mud or steep grades, and wrong type of personal
clothing and equipment. It 1s open to question whether or not
three carriers per bn would not have been sufficlent.

Had it been possible for us to take the
offensive, we would have found great difficulty because we had
nothing similar to the mountain regts of the GERMAN capable
of attacking in this type of country. Some attempt to lighten
the load carried by the soldier 1s essential.

For these reasons, Bde reserves, 1f they
had exlsted, would have been umabhe to do very little.

The Army was sent to GREECE well equlpped
to f ight in LIBYA.
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paratroops.

I £ADs All units will arrange two types. of verning -
a) Snemy aircraft in sight,
b) ineny alrersft attsck about Lo take plece,

On (a) personnsl will continue their work under cover =g
far as possibles On (b) personnel will take gover on ground or uﬂ
holPw. It ie essantial that tus do net run about on (2) or (B).

Care will be taken that the present periof of air inectivity

does not allow slackness in concealment to ersep in, such
Mttﬁm of boxes and latrines ete in the gpen, -

A
EE S

RCDIGTO21719



llllllll

OREFOROE ORIRATION ISERIMEICY 110 O ks >

- ——— i — i B e T W b T N e i el
.............. (25, SR
: J j . . T
Refe lap SUDA -~ RETIMO 1/25.000 Yoy Noes™<ias

50th April, 1941

Te The Tollowing Bridres in the GRORGEOPONLTS ARBA will he
nrepared for demolitions

ia) The main reinforced conerete Bridee at GRORGEOPOLIS
on the road running NORTH from GEORGEOPOLIS to CANEA.

(b) The small bridse on the road GRONGHOPOLIS = VRYSES
approx One mile from GFORGEOPOLIS. 1

Lo Rene (eReFs hag made 8 recce of these sibege

'---..-_
“ v

e 6 Austs Dive will detail two piecauets each under cnmmaﬁd
of an ﬂffiGBP to cover the bridwea-

de The officer commandins the picouets is to be the officer
resvansible for giving the orderr to blow the bridees

The bridge will only be blovm when it ig obvious that only ;
the demolition will stop the further advance of the snemye 1

Se The title of thils officer will be given in writine to the
NeCQeOe in charge of the demolitions tagaﬂher vith any other
special instmctimns ag to the time or eciraimstances Gf the
demolitiones should the above procedure migcarry in any ways and
it becomes evident to the WeCe0si/c the demolition party that
further delay will on account of the clogeness of the enemY”
prevent the demolition beins carried outs he will order the

T Oridege to be blovm on his om responsibilitye.

=

6e Should this demolition be carried outs these headauarters
must ‘be informeds -
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