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A MPRETON 'S CROSSING . ( : p :
AL SRlA, Nap )

This was the Battallon's first contact with the enemy
during the NEW GUINEA Campaign.

Generally the plan of the 16 Bde was to relieve the 25
Bde, who were held up by JAPANESE defensive position at TEMPLETON'S
CROSSING.

On 19 OCT 42 the Battalion had occupied bivousec positions
in the 2/33 Bn's area, which was the reserve Bn of 25 Bde.

Orders were received that on the 20 0CT 2/2 Bn would
attack the JAP positions from the right flank, and that 2/1 Bn would
occupy poslitions of the 3rd., Militia Bn, doubling up with them to
do so. As soon as 2/2 Bn had driven the JAPS away 2/1 Bn was to
continue the advance.,

Accordingly, commeneing movement at 0715 hours on 20 OCT.
42 the Bn moved forward and into the area occupied by the 3rd.
Militia Bn, and the Companies were all in position by 1022 hours.

The 2/2 Bn commenced their attack at 1100 hrs, and enemy
mortar fire shortly after this caused the Bn's first casualties in
"C" Coy's area, wounding Lieut. Carew and killing one and wounding
four O.Rs.

The only part by our Bn was to support the 2/2 Bn's
e&.ttack with mortar and LMG fire. This proved very difficult to do
as, although the enemy were only 40 to 60 yds in f ront of our
positions, we could not see them, nor could we see the progress
of the 2/2 Bn's attack which was scheduled to advance down our
front. Conslderable fire support was given, and probably caused

casualties amongst the JAPANESE, but it could not be observed, and
as the 2/2 Bn's attack went on most of the day, could not be kept

up. This of course is common to all supporting fire in the jungle,
and represents one of the most dfficult aspects of jungle fighting .

When the 2/2 Bn attack was held up in the afternoon after
driving in many of the JAPANESE positions and inflicting heavy
casualties, i1t was decided that as soon as possible after first
light on the morning of 21 OCT. our "B" Coy should put in an attack
through the 2/2 Bn Companies on their immediate front and continue
thelr advance down to the main track &t the foot of the valley.

Accordingly Capt. Catterns made full preparations with a
plan providing for considerable fire support by other Companies with

LMG and 2" mortar and with a diversion on the right flank, to be
provided by Coy C.S.M. with as much noise as possible. The attack
started off, but the enemy had gone, owing to their heavy casnalties
the day before, and the advance was continued along the main track
with "B" Coy as vanguard Coy of the Bde. "A"™ Coy followed "B" Coy,
and Bn.H.Q. were at the head of "A" Coy.

At approximately 1500 hours "B" Coy's forward scouts
struck the enemy in position on a ridge, up which the track elimbed,
and they pressed forward In ana ttempt to infiltrete and outflank,
but had two killed and four wounded. The jungle up the slope to the.
right was very thick, and 1t was 1900 hours before "A" Coy could get
into position to attack from the right flank. Accordingly, i1t was
declded to blvouac for the night and for "A" Coy to put in an attack
at first light on the morning of the 22 0OCT.

On the morning of the 22 OCT., just after first light, "B"
Coy's patrols reported that the enemy had gone., Accordingly, the
advance was continued.

At 0745 hours "A" Coy went forward and took over as
vanguard . '

= over/
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The hold-up of our adwance by the JAPANESE was, as
usual, in a carefully selected defensive position on a spuy,
over which the track climbed, with good cover for thelr troops
and covered a silent exit for their withdrawal. Though thelr
position had little depth, 1t extended more than 200 yds up
the ridge to the right of the treck (as we advanced) and would
have no doubt given way to a planned and determined attack.
Unfortunately, our late arrival, and the teriffically thick
jungle at this point, made a quick attack very difficult.

The lesson to be learnt from such an encounter 1s
that for troops to pe able to do a quick attack such as na"
Company was in a position to do, they must be much fresher than
were our troops at the time. If soldlers in a jungle campalgn
have always to carry the 50 to 70-1lb. load, then it will
nearly always cause them to be slow in such operations, which
demend speed for thelr quick success. |

"A" Company continued the advance along the track and
Brigadier Lloyd came up and ordered that a company be sent around
‘the left flank, avoiding EORA CREEK village, and to continue
the advance to ALOLA - the object of this was to avold what
Intelligence informed us was a likely place for a hold=-up and
ambush &t EORA CREEK. This intelligence proved to be correct
eventually, but unfortunately the company sent around did not
have sufficient rations to gain its objective., However, "D"
Company left the main track for this purpose at 1030 hours in
{1ts endeavour to get to ALOLA across country. Capt. Simpson
was in command, and his strength was approximately 70 all ranks.
Shortly after this at 1100 hours, companies of the 2/3 Bnyvhich
had come up around the ridge on the right, arrived down at the
main track just in front of our vanguard, &nd they took over the
task of leading troops. The 2/3 Pn leading troops reached
EORA CREEK villege, but JAPANESE rearguard inflicted cag lties

. 02) on them and forced them to halt. At 1140 hours, 2/1 Bn &2né

iwgz‘[d\ | 1leading company arrived on the ridge above EORA CREEK village,

K and in accordance with instructions to press forward, the C.0.

“ | told Company Comd. "A" Coy, Capt. Sanderson, to take his Coy
across the creek on the left, up the ridge above the JAPANESE,
end to attack them from above - either when he got there, or
1f that was too late in the day, then to attack early the
following morning.

Experience had taught that such an out=flanking move-
ment in thick jungle across & creek might take many hours, even
though the actual distance covered would probably not exceed

two (2) miles. |

The estimation of enemy strength, based on the LMG and
WMG fire at this time, was that at least a company was holding
up our advance. Eventually, 1t proved to be a battalion with
artillery and Englneer attachments.

Ing
By 1445 hours th&{fwere resent on the bare ridge above

the village - C.O's of 2/1 and 2/3 Bns. - "C" Coy, BHQ and part

of "B" Coy 2/1 Bn, and approximately 100 of 2/3 Bn - the remainder
of these Brs was further back along the track awalting orders. At
this time the JAPANESE fired for the first time thelr two Mortars
and Mountain Gun on the ridge, causing numerous casualtles,
including 2 slight wound to Lt. Col. Stevenson, (Sée reconmendat-
fons for Awards for Capt. Connell and L/Sgte Doran,

After viewing this bare ridge from the JAPANESE
positions at a later date, it was apparent that with their perfect
observation they must have been watching us the whole time, and
waited only until the concentration of troops on the ridge,
consequent upon the hold-up of our forward troops, made the
target an ideal one for them. They continued to bring down
gun fire, mortar fire and MMG fire on to our positions on this
ridge, on the track below and on the track further back, over

the whole of the period that they were in occupation of the
over/
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ridge, and during this time porbably caused the Brigade more
than 200 casualties by these means. In addition, they made the
problem of supply to the forward troops across the creek an
exceedingly difficult one, and forced the use of a detour jungle
track by day. Because of these factors, the evacuation of
casualties from forward positions across the creek bLecame

a constant night-mare.

During the early afternoon the 2/3 Bn patrols were
endeavouring to find flank crossings of the creek, and at 1700
hours the Brigadier came down again anﬁzf ed that the first
thing on the next morning the 23rd. 0ct.; ould attack across
the two bridgaa?”ﬁresent held by the enemy = In order to enable
this attack to concentrate on the JAP positions, 2/3 Bn was
ordered to establish a bridge-head over both bfidges by 0600 hrs
23 Oct. 42. Capte J. Gall (M.C.), 2/3 Bn, was also to provide
guides to take 2/1 force across the bridges as his company had
been reconnoitring the area during the afternoon.

In order to plan the attack, the C.0's of 2/1 and
2/3 Bns endeavoured to reconnoitre forward and came under MMG and
mortar fire continuously whilst making their reconnaissance,
which rather restricted it. Similarly, the O0fficers of "C" Coy,
who had been detailed to do the attack, had thelr reconnalssance
restricted. However, & falr idea of the topography was obtained,
which gave no cause for optimlsm or satisfaction.

At this stage "D" Coy had been s ent on their detour
of ALOLA, "A" Coy had been sent round the left flank to do theilr
attack on the JAPS holding up force. 1In addition, a Platoon of
"B" Coy had been sent to do & speclal patrol on the left flank
under orders from 16 Bde. "HQ" _Co P had by a mischance, followed
"D" Coy, and did not arrive at éi_“_ creek until the next day
after finding they were on the wrong track. Accordingly, 2/1
Bn had only with them - "C" Coy complete, "B" Coy less 1. platoon
and advanced BHQ, conslisting of C.0., Adjt., FTe0e" . RePs Sgts,
2 Sigs, and 2 "I" Sectiony, Mo.- SE7 ¢+ RAF

Accordingly, the 2/1 Bn attack plan was first for "C"
C oy to attack across the bridges at flrst light, and consequent
upon the 2/3 Bn obtaining the bridgehead, "B"Goy with BHQ were to
follow the attack and exploit along the track as far as possible.
The question as to whether the 2/1 Bn attack was to go on
irrespectige of whether the 2/3 Bn succeeded in establishing a
bridge-head, as ordered, was discussed at length with Commander,
16 Bde. The outcome of this conference with C.0. 2/3 Bn, was
that the attack must be pushed forward whether or not the 2/3
gained the bridge-head. At that time, as will be seen from the
diagrem, the JAPANESE held commanding positions covering both
bridges on the ridge at the rear, The two creeks, Which converged
at the toe of the spur on which we were situated, were only
crossable at two other pointw, one on each side, and each at a
considerable distance from the bridges - Having crossed the creek
on the right, there still would be one bridge to cross, and little

would have been gained.

"A" Coy tad already crossed at the crossing on the
left, and accordingly, merely to have followed in thelr foot=
steps might not have provided & decisive result. Accordingly,
the Brigadier decided that attack must be made across the bridge.

Rain fell continuously during the night 22/23 Oct, but
at 0230 hrs it stopped and the moon came up - Immediately the
Ce0, and Adjt . went forward on a reconnalssance down the track,
which had been covered by fire during the day-time, and through
EORA CREEK village down to the creek level, whlch, to theilr
surprise they succeeded in getting across the first bridge without
being fired on,and returning Into the shadow back behlnd the
first bridge discussed the situation. Accordingly, it was
decided that "C" Coy's attack should be put forward in order to
get across the bridges during the last of the moonlight so

that whilst we would be invisible to the enemy, they would &lso

= over/
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have the advantage of seelng where they were golng. It was
hoped that they would get into the enemy positions in the
darkness before dawn and be able to drive him off t hen and
in the succeeding day-light. It was hoped that this would
co-ordinate with "A" Coy's attack, which, as it had not
eventuated during the afternoon of the 22nd. Oct., would no
doubt commence in the early hours of the 2 3rd.

Accordingly, the Adjt remalned forward to galn
more Information 1f gussibla whilst the C.0. returned up the
ridge to organise "C" Coy's attack for 0430 hours. The "I.0,"
in the meanwhlle indicated the route to be followed down to
the first bridge by pleces of paper on sticks stuck in the
ground. This was very necessary as th‘gggiﬁk was a morrass
where it was level, and as slippery as e on the slopes,
and zig-zagged dﬂwn the 200 ft. track to the ¢ reek - For men
loaded with weapons and ammunition, and endeavouring to be
silent, it was essential that the track should be marked. AT
no time were any of the 2/3 Bn seen, and apparently they had
gone elsewhere - It waw subsequently found that they had
decided to gain bridge=-head by an out-flanking movement.
This proved successful, and they dld not gain the bridge-
head. Four men had been sent across right hand c¢c reek, working
around the right flank to try and get across the b@idge, but
this was the only force sent to do the job., The main handicap
at this stage was undoubtedly the lack of communications - The
108 sets would not work, and no cable was avallable. Conseq-
uently, it was not possible to inform Capt. Sahderson of "A"
Coy and Capte. Simpson of "D" Coy what was going on. This lack
of communications handicapped the whole of the cperations in
thls area,

&
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At 0400 hours "C" Company started to move down the t rack,
and were guided across the first bridge by Capt. Cox. They
succeeded in getting half of the company across the second bridge
before they were discovered by the JAPANESE, who had apparently
retired to their positions across the second bridge during darkness.
By this time, however, the JAPANESE had awa&kened, but their fire,
whilst the company was crossing the bridge, only wounded two,t he
remainder getting across safely. The Est platoon to cross, however,
had to wait their opportunity and dodg Bullets. The Pl. Comdr. of
the last platoon, Sgt. Armstrong, moved his platoon across after
the leading platoons had moved away from the area immediately
across the second bridge, and thls avoided congestion. At this
time the moon had gone down and it was dark until first light-at
approximately 0630 hours.

"G" Coy's plan in the absence of detalled knowledge
of the topography, was as follows :-

The Company moved across the bridge in the order -
15 Pli; 14 Pl-, 15 Pl. Coy HeQS o 13 Ple. was to move up the
ridge to the left of the track, 15 Pl., to move along the axils
of the track, and 14 Pl. To the r of the track. The
Track was thus planned to be the axls of the advance. Coy HQ.
to move with and slightly behind 14 Pl. > g t after crossing
the bridge e maln track swings aIIgEt1§'E cre ses a little
creek, then moves West up & little spur, and turning North
recrosses the ¢ reek., However, the JAPANESE, whilst camping in
their defensive position had made numerous tracks Iin the area,
and had beaten down or cleared awey the whole of the undergrowth
in the basin formed by the re-entrant between two spurs, as
shown in the sketch.

In the darkness, owing to the fog of war, the platoons
were uneble to stick to the main track and went slightly off
their course.and generally towards enemy fire. As a result, 13 Pl.
went up the ridge on the left of the treck, followed by Capt .
Barclay and part of Coy HQs., where they encountered and overcame
JﬁPﬂﬂﬁéﬁ opposition, as witnessed by the many bodles, including
that of an officer, which were later buried in that area.

15 Pl. moved along the track and followed it until
the second time it crossed the little creek, when they also
turned to the left in the same direction as 13 Pl. had previously
‘gone. Both platoons came together dén the 1ittle spur and dis-
covered one another just as day-light was breaking.

14 Pl,, endeavouring to keep to the right of the t rack,
followed a natural tendency to drift to the right and moving
through JAPANESE position, killing an Officer, Warrant Officer
and several privates, moved along the bank of the creek and on
to the right of the track. Unfortunately the ground rises sharply
from the creek, and as dawn broke they found themsleves moving
into a defile with the torrent of EORA CREEK ont heir right flank,
and sheer .rocks and a 20° slope on their left, which ended in a
cul-de-sac. They succeeded in maintalning their position there,
though fourteen (14) of the platoon of strength twenty=-three (23)
were killed or wounded. It was due to the action of L/Cpl. Hunt
in stalking the JAPS from the flank by climbing up the slope,
which enabled the platoon to exist. L/Cple. Hunt was later kllled
in action. The remainder of the company, i.e. 13 and 15 platoons,
had moved up to the left, and after Capt. Barclay was killed in
this area, Lieut. McCloy assumed command, &nd it was declded
that they should resume thelr attack now that light had broken,
in a northerly direction and following the general axis of the
track. By now the JAPANESE had thoroughly reorganised thelr
defences and advance across the open ground in the basin became

impossible., At the same time Capt. Sanderson of "A" Coy was
utting in his attack down the ridge but on the otner side of the
EasIn En the thick jungle, and although McCloy's force could Reaw

this firing and understood that 1t would be "A" Coy, they were
unable to assist owing to their inability to see what was

17 actually going on.,. Shortly after this McCloy's force metb
over/
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two pletoons of "A" Coy moving down the ridge towerds them, viz,
8 sand 9 pletoons, respectively under commsnd of Lieuts, Bleklston
end Wyburn,

To return to "A" Coy, which hed cossed EORA CREEK on the
previously sfternoon, it trenspired thet they hed moved up end
encountered especislly heevy going, including s weterfell end mettered
vine jungle. They hed not been sble to reech their objective during
the 22 Oct. end sccordingly Cept. Sanderson decicded to put in the
sttock on the morning of the 23rd., Oct,, snd to move into position
for the sttesck on the evening of the 22nd.. Cept. Senderson gave his
orders for the Coy to move down the ridge towerds whet he thought to
be genersl eres of the JAPANESE position. The slope down which he
wes moving wes exceptionelly steep, verying from 20° to 40° , end it
recuired in most perts the use of both hends clesping trees to ensble
the descent to be mede. During this descent Capt., Senderson moved
with 7 Pl. under Lieut. Johnson, who wess on the left flenk, 8 end 9
pl=toons were the centre and right platoons, snd these two plstoons,
owing to the neture of the country beceme seperated from 7 Pl. &nd
drirted to the right, finishing up on the spur, up which McCloy's
force hed moved, By the time 8 end 9 Pls arrived st thet polnt, MeCloy's
force from "C" Coy hed eliminsted the JAPANESE oprosition in thet
eres. These two Pls were with "C" Coy when the endesvour wes mede
to move forwerd scross the open besin. Cept, Senderson, Coy HQs snd
7 Pl, hed encountered stiff JAPANESE opposition, but hed succeeded 1n
resching the besin, where they inrlicted hesvy cesuelties on the
JAPANESE, but were -uneble to drive the JAPS out of thelr positions.

A fire fight ensued, end enother perty of JAPANESE worked sround the
slope sbove and to the reer of Capt., Senderson, From this position
with LMGs they practicelly wiped out Capt, Senderson's psrty, killing
Cept. Senderson, Lieut, Johnson #nd nine (9) others, the remslnder,
who were mostly wounded, succeeded in meking their wey up the ridge.
During this sction Cept, Senderson, who ¢c-rried 2 Germen "Mesuser"
sub-mechine gun which he hed obteined in LIBYA, fired off over 300
rounds of emmunition, which were discovered =sround his body when

the position wes occupied lester in the dey. As & result of these
operstions, the JAPANESE withdrew from the bridge #nd besin eres on
to their mein derensive position on the top of the next spur. Thelr
l1oases in the esction were considersble, s#nd JAPANESE subsecuently
burisd in the sree included 2 Officers, 2 Wgrrent Orficers and 28

ORs. Their wounded and deead, which they possibly moved, must have

been considersbly grester, Our losses for both compenies were :=-
Killed ... S5 Offrs, .17 ORs, Wounded ... 1 0ffr, 25 ORs,

Shortly efterwerds, 13 end 15 Pls under Lieut. MeCloy, end
8 eand 9 Pls with Lieuts., Blekiston #end ngurn, moved up the ridge,
where they contected Cept. Simpson with D" Compeny. The following
dey theyjoined the 2/3 Bn, who were moving into pce ition in that

area,

As soon £s it becsme light, sdvenced BHQ with "B" Coy
less 1., Pl., were to follow elong the track teken by "¢" Coy, but -
when this wes sttempted JAPANESE gun snd MWMGs on thelr mein defensive
spur opened up end 1t wee impossilble to proceed slong the meln
treck to the bridges. hanurﬂﬁngiyﬁ og 1t wes essentisl to
exploit in the srea where "A" snd "C" Coys hed gone, where & battle
hed obviously been proce=ding during the early morning, snother wey
round hed to be found., Accordingly, the remeinder of the Bn referred
to sbove, moved eround the right flenk, and efter the ususl slow
progress through the jungle, & Wey WaS found scross the creek, snd on
the other side the perty errived in the srees between first end -
second bridges, heving leid the sig, wire with them, It wss not
until 1120 hours thet this point was reached. The perty then
moved scross the bridge with considersble cesution, and just across
the other side found three (3) men of the 2/3 Bn, who had got across
during the previous night when their section hed sttempted to
establish the bridge-hesd. One of the men hed been killed, snd of

the three, one wes wounded,

gt
By this time the JAPANESE hed withd;gw'}rnm the besin, which
Sa Dv&q/
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wes occupied by "B" Coy, who proceeded along the mein track, At
this time, Lieut. Pollitt of 14 Fl. with the remnents of his
pletoon, end his wounded men, reported beck from the position,
which he hadheld between the creek end the treck, He had been
wounded by grensde splinters 1n the kneee end enkle and other
pleces, end with his other wounded men wes evecueted, At this
time fire wes continuing shesd and "B" Coy's progress wes held
up et 1245 hours, By 1400 hours "B" Coy, who hed sttempted en
outflenking movement sfter they hadtggntacted the enemy, reported
thet they were unsble to edvance &s emy wes in considersble
strength, with severel LNGs and two (2) MMGs spperently 1n
position slong the spur-from the top of which their mountsln

gun end morters were firing.

Ae the Bettelion hed no other troopse gveileble st that

time to commit, end it wes obvious that further progress would
derend upon k& & strong etteck on the JAPANESE position from
our left flank, a report wes made to Bde HQs end assistence

requested,

At 1600 hours the Pioneer Pl, arrived under Lieut.
Lainey, snd were immedletely sent up the ridge, with orders to

sttack the JAPANESE position down the hill end es an extension
of "B" Coy's left flenk, At the same time "B" Coy were to
support end press forwerd. A

The Pioneer P1. got into position send did s good
ettack considering the limitetions of their numbers (18 all ranks)
and succeeded in killing four (4) JAPANESE end woundling others
end cepturing 2 medium M,G., which they put out of action., A
JAPANESE counter-atteck by & superior force drove them back
however, end they consolideted on the left flenk of the Compeny
(see recommendetions for Awerds Lieut. Lainey and Cpl., Stewart,

At 1715 hours, "B" Coy of the 2/3 Bn with their MMG Fl.,
gerrived. .

It hed teken Lieut., Leiney from 1615 hous to 1800 hours
to get into position, viz, one end three-querters hours (1€ nrs),
end sccordingly, efter discussing this position with Cepte. Lysaght
of the 2/3 Bn, it wes decidec 1t would be better for him to welt
until the morning before continuing the stteck, Trhis decision wes
resched on sccount of the neer approsch of dsrkness end Cepte.
LYssght's Coys shortsge of restlons, which were expected to arrive

thet night.

After derk, Major Beines, with the rest of HQ Coy
srrived in the sreg, with the exception of the Morter snd MMG
Pls, which were left on the ridge sbove EORA CREEK village for
the purpose it wes hoped to give fire support from there. Me jor
Miller the 2 i/c of 2/1 Bn end "B" Echelon, elso esteblished

in thet eresa,

9.
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During the night 25524th. OCTOBER, 42, intermittent
firing snd greneding continued, Stend-to wes a2t 0545 hours on
the morning of 24th, 0CT.,, end the C,0, went forwerd snd visited
the forwsrd plstoons of "B" Compeny, who reported thet the
JAPANESE had re-orgenised sand consolideted their positions which

they had teken*the previous dey, end that sounds of wood-chopping
wes heerd on the ridge sbove our positions,

Retions errived during the night, end smmunition et
first 1ight, This hed necessitated two cesrries by personnel of
"HQ" Company pletoons left beck on the ridge. Esach of these
carries wes of 1% to 3 hours! durestion: esch were dependent on
whether 1t wes done 1n derkness or deylight, loesded or unlosded,
To do two trips between derkness and first light mesnt sbout
ten hours' working, snd with the sttendent deleys, mesnt thst
carrying perties were busy throughout derkness, As they were aslso
occupled in deylight digging-in on the ridge, and bringing up
retlons from our resr supply dump in resdiness for the next night's
carry, these platoons of "HQ" Company did not sversge more thsn 3
hours' sleep a dey for the following week, It hes been note-
worthy thet most of the members of these pletoons, =nd especislly
the two O0fficers, heve suifered more severely from ettecks of
Melaris, Typhus end Dysentery etec. then the generel esversge of
the Battelion, which is possibly due to the complete stete of
exheustion to which they were reduced in doing these cerrying
perties, On most of the cerries rt night, it might be mentioned,
thet after bringing down smmunition end retions, they were more
often then not ceclled upon to carry beck stretcher ceses, which
wes the herdest work of sll on the nerrow end muddy treck. In
doing this work,inevitably elong psths under enemy fire, four (4)
were killed snd seven ('7) wounded during the e riod.

During the morning of the 24th, Oct., enemy mortar
fire was brought down intermittently on our esres, cesusing s few
corsuelties, The JAPS were firing trom the ridge 150 feet ebove
our positions end epproximetely two to three-hundred (300)
yerds ewsy, end thils geve them observstion of the tree tops of
the sres in which they knew we were loeated, The mortar
bombs would burst in the trees sbove end heve s shrepnel effect.
Quite & proportion, probably 15 per cent of these mortsr bombs
were duds, end ceused meny sceres by all of & sudden slithering
through the follasge into & slit treanch occupisd by very scered
people - very scered beceruse one did not know for certein until
they sctuelly hit the ground whether they would explode or not.

Deteils of "A", "C"ena "D" compenies, who returned to
the esrea, were orgenised es & composite coy under Lieut, Prior,
snd Lieut, O0.B. Brown wes stteched for thet purpose.

The C,0, thought thet the enemy wes in considersble
strength, #nd thet s2n stteck by st lerst two corpenies from the
lef't flenk would be the only method of forecing him to lesve his
poslition, #snd sccordingly this spprecietion wes pessed on to
Brigede, At 1000 hours informetion wes received thet "B" Coy
of the 2/3 Bn, which hed bivouesced in the sres during the rrevious
night snd snother Coy of the 2/3 Bn would be sent sround to cerry
out this task., A recce perty wes sent out on to the festure to
the EAST #nd ecross the creek in sn endesvour to find an "0.P."
from which to conduct morter shoots on to the position occupiled
by the enemy, A pletoon from the composite compeny wes slso
sent out ecross the creek to cover the right flank of our pos-
ition trom high ground there,

During the morning, Lt.Col., Stevenson of 2/3 Bn, with
'C" Coy of his Bn end his Bn,HQ, pessed through the eres to join
his "B" Coy on the ridge sbove our position, snd with the intent-
ion of orgrnising en stteck, Lieut, Frew, who had gone out on
e petrol et dewn in e#n endersvour to locete the enemy's exsct
position, had been wounded. As en indicetion of the steepness #f
the ricdge, en enemy riflemsn firing on Lieut, Frew, who was moving
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up the ridge, shot him through the foot, the same bullet

Just missing his heed - the second shot psssed through Lieut.
Frew'!s other foot, but he mesneged to shoot the riflemen who

et thet time wes potting 2t him from 2 position of sdventege
on top of # lerge roeck. This slso indicrtes the ditficulty of
apprnach1n§ an enemy who 1s in e cesrefully selected position,
12 P1, of "B" Coy errived end went into & position s en
extension of thet Coy's flenk, end in en endesvour to cover the
gep between "B" Coy end the Pioneer Pl,, who were still on the
extreme left flenk.

During the afternoon the 2/3 Bn reported thet they
hs=d contected the enemy end were meking e wider out-tlenking
movement in en endesvour to come down on them., The Brigedier
ceme down snd Inspected the positions, snd felt thet grester
preceution should be teken to gusrd our flenks on both sides of
the creek - eccordingly, dispositions were eltered to comply.

During the night, 24/25th, 0CT. the ¥MMG Plstoon on
the bare ridge dug in their viekers gun with the view to
bringing herressing fire down on to the enemy position, The
night was extremely w©old: #snd it reined continuously, First
thing on the morning of the 25th, 0CT., the enemy gun opened
up enc blew the Vickers gun out of its pit, cesusing ceasuslties.
Fven st this stege 1t wes not epprecisted whet perfect observation
the enemy hed from his position.

On the 25th, OCTOBER, just before first 1ight, the
rations arrived with some meil, which wes very much epprecisted,
During the morning two of our asirecraft straffed the enemy's
positions, but too fer back end it hed no effect on the sit-
ustion. The Pioneer Plestoon mede o successful sortie on the
enemy, killing two (2) snd wounding 2 unknown number,

Col, Stevenson steted thst he wes still striking JAP
prtrols further up the ridge, and thet in his opinion s
regilment wes engsged in this operetion,

During the efternoon s morter "0.r." wes found on

the EAST side of the creek - 1line wes leid end preperstions were
mede to fire our 3" morter on the 26th. Oct. on whet wes thought
to be the part of the ridge held by the JAPANESE. Tdentificetion
of the exsct locrtion from s flenk wes extremely difficult, es
only the tree tops could be seen. The morter itself wes to be
fired from the SOUTH portion of the bere ridge. During thei dey
morter fire wes brought down on our position, end sporasdicelly
on ridge whenever movement wes observed there.

Our forwsrd pletoons in contsct with the enemy were beling
es offensive e3 possible, sniping end grensding to the maximum
extent possible with out limited smmunition. By chenges oftheir
positioms during derkness end firing ot enemy position from 2 new
engle, they hoped to give the impression thet en stteck might be
mede from our positions,

On the 26th, OCTOBER, our 3" morter fired end the
rounds fell on what we subsequently discovered to be the mein
JAPANESE position, The Bﬁé: mortar or gun replied end knocked
out our morter, inflicting casuslties on the crew, (see recomm-
endetion for Awerd - Sgt, Masdigen). Accordingly, the morter
position wes changed ond firing continued,

During the night 25/26th, OCTOBER, "D" Coy esnd 8. =nd
9 pletoons of "A" Coy, together with 13 pletoon of "¢" Coy,
srrived in Brigede oree, snd during the morning, 26th. OCTOBEEK,
ceme into the Bettelion ares,

over/
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Lieut, Prior essumed commend of "C" Coy in plece
of Cept. Bercley, who hed been killed on the 22nd., Oct,, end
Lieut, Wisemen took over commend of "A" Coy in plesce of Capt,
Senderson, who had slso been killed on the 22nd,

During the afternoon, Sct, Miller of "B" Coy (now
R,S.,M,), took & 2" morter end 24 bombs, 12 grenedes snd two
Bren guns, up to the Pioneer Pletoon's position, He went
forwerd from there 2s fear #s he could go sround the JAP
'leank, end st extremely close rasnge, used the gbove ammunit-
ion, Consideresble squeeling ceme from the enemy!'s position,
which indicated the success of this operetion, Sgt, Miller
used consldereble initlietive in golng forwerd snd carrying out
this operetion, as during the whole of the time he was being
sniped 2t and subjected to unsimed but disconeerting IMG tire,

Cept, Simpson of "D" Coy reported thet slthough he
lost two men just esbove ALOLA, he hed killed ot leest six (6)
JAPS end wounded snd possibly killed sn unknown number, es they
hed surprised the enemy in & bivoueec ares, end thrown grenedes
end tommy-gunned them before bein§ forced to retire by e
counter-stteck from the flenmk, D" Coy end remnents of "C"
Coy were sent up to§ left flenk to the immedieste left of the
Pioneer Platoon, with the view to endesvouring to do s left
out-flenking sttsck, es 2/3 Bn hed moved much further up
the ridge #nd out of contsct with ouR operstion. Where it is
mentioned in these notes thet 2 certein number of JAPS have
been killed, 1t refers only to suthenticsted cssuelties ob-
served, end not to estimates of whet might heve been.,

Lieut, Nethen with five (5) G,R's went out sround
the right flenk to do 2 reconnsissence in en endesvour to find
& poseible route for an out-flenking movement sround thet

flenk, He wes to remein out for three (3) deys, =nd if
possible he wes to interrupt the JAPANkESH suppliesfl‘—ahm.‘

During the afternoon the JAPANESE mountein gun
sterted firing from & new position to whiech they hed moved.
1t wes later discovered thet they hed moved into 2 dug-out
mede of logs end eerth, snd this expleined the chopping pre-
viously heard from this posibion, Leter it wes 2lso found
thet #n Engineer Cdy hed been stteched to this position,
which sccounted for the extremely strong wooden piller-boxes
end dug-outs which the JAPANESE constructed in this erea, Any
stteck up the steep ridge sgrinst these strongly held positions
would heve been most unlikely to heve succeeded,

The JAPANESE rifles end smmunition in the aree,
smounting to 4,000 rounds, were collected end sent up to "B"
Coy, who used them in firing uneimed herraessing fire into the
JAPANESE positions e2lmost continuously throughout the following
night and dey.

The hesvy rein of the previous night end this morn-
ing, which smounted to en sbsolute down-pour of seversl inches,

estimeted by some of the copntrymen 2t 5 to 8 inches, cesused
Mmpnd washed eswey portions of

the creek to rise seversl
the bridge, which fortunetely stuck between two rocks e little
tfurther down streem, This mede crossing it extremely
hezardous, especielly as it wes 211 submerged, Getting ces-
uelties across this bridge wes en ebsolute night-msre, and

wes only mensged by 2 line of men brecing themselves in the
water ggeinst the sunken bridge ond pessing the stretchers
across, To do thlis in the derkhess in the very cold wster

wes & rotten job, end the enemy fired morter on to the ares
during the period, Pasdre Cunninghem wes outstending in orgen-
ising these evecustions (see recommendestion for Awasrd for
Padre Cunninghem), During the desy, Cept, Burrell, who had
been seconded ss B,M, L.eerner, ceme beck to the Bettelion snd
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rssumed commend of "C" Coy. 1Lieut. Long, who wss seconded as
"L.0.," to Bde wes wounded end Lieut, Fisher went to Bde to

replece him,

Enemy morter fired on BHQ during the day csused two
casualties there, snd seversl others in the Bettelion sresa,

During the night 26/27 OCTOBER, the 7C,0., and Adjt,.
considered position snd decided it would be best to move BHQ
up to the sres occupied by the Pioneer Platoon, end ok
end "D" Coys in thet ares to endesvour to orgenise hee
pressure with # view to turning the enemy flenk, Agcordingly,
et first 1ight edvenced pHQ moved up the ridge, snd when they
reached the position oecupied by "C" Coy, the C,0, wes celled
to the telephone, where he wes iniormed by "B" Coy thet the
enemy hed gone, It wes then 0745 hours, Orders were then given
tor "B" Coy to contlinue the sdvence, end to follow their patrols
which hed slresdy been sent by their Coy Commsnder; "C" Coy wes
to advence northwerds slong the (ep-of=ble ridge snd BHOs were
ordered to remesin neer the creek end prepere to sdvance, Accord=-
ingly the C.0, end Adjt, returned to the bottom of the ridge 1n
order to follow the leeding compeny in its edvence, Shortly
sfter the C,0, hed re-estsblished BHQ on the tresck nesr the
creek, reports errived from both "B" snd "C" Coys thet the
enemy hed egein been contacted., Apperently he hed merely moved
beck sbout 500 yerds to even stronger positions on s steeper
pert of the ridge,

Sgt. Ritchie (lster Lieut.,) leeding a patrol, by
clever petrolling. avoided en smbush which the JAPS had prepsared.

On occupying their positions, the partly esten
body of one of our soldiers killed in the initiel advence was
discovered, His mutiletions were obviousihwith g view to obteining
tood s stesks were cut off his thigh snd " buttocks in & neat and
putcher-like merner,

During the period spent in this sres, the personnel
of "B" Coy were constantly becoming crsueltles due to
unaimed JAP rifle end LMG fire, =2nd elso from grenades which
they would roll down the hill, At night, these could not be seen,
ond cesuslties were constent., In these forwerd positions the
troops were 20 to 40 yerds from the JAPS snd could not move out
of their two-men pits, ss any such movement brought considersble
rire, 1t wes only at night thet they cgpu | t %
out essentiesl edministretion, replenisﬁgaéﬁﬁgggg%gﬁa ﬂagﬁggggfinn
and such essentisl movement wes e£lso dengerous., From these
new positions the JAPANESE would roll stones down on to our
positions, #snd Cept., Cstterns in his Coy HQ recelved & bed
contusion of the knee from one of these stones - he hsd previously
been wounded by & grenade splinter but remeined on duty. In
tris difficult detensive pesition, Cept. Cetterns used every
device to meintein some pressure on the JAPANESE, snd kept up
the morele of his men by his visits to their forwerd positions
. rnd his personelity. The men were in en extremely exhausted
condition sfter being in thelr exposed forward positions con-
tinuously under fire, wet end hungry, end ot no time during the
- campelign were any of the Bettelion in such & misersble condition,
Notwithstending this, they kept up their spirits snd meintesined
the meximum pressure possible on the JAPANESE opposite, At
various times JAPANESE petrols endesvoured to move forward but
were eslweys driven bsck,

During the afternoon "C" snd "D" Coys pressed for-
werd on our left flank end suftered cesuslties, but et the seme
time ceusing them, They were endesvouring to move forwsrd on
whet we subsequently discovered to be & junctiom of the trecks
comprising the mein JAPANESE supply route to their pssitions
further up the ridge where they were opposed to the 2/3 Bn. They
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posted ™, 2 strong mobile detensive force with the espparent:
object of preventing eny such disruptions of their commun-
icetions, and it wes this force thet "C" and "D" Coys were
consteantly meeting whenever they tried to move forwerd, In
retrospect 1t seems thet hed the decision to estsblish strong
opposition up the ridge been csrried out, snd a proper
concerted etteck plen orgenised, it would heve been possibple
to.forece beck the enemy et this point end probebly heve
cadsed his withdrewel esrlier then wes subsequently sachieved
by the 2/3 Bm ettsck. However, it wes impossible ot the
time to form en esccuraste picture of the enemy dispositions,
eand feailure to cerry out the plesn referred to cen only be
considered en unlucky occurrence crused unwitingly by the
JAPANESE withdrewel, T 1is curious to think thet by this
menoeuvre, which they no doubt intended merely es s re-
tirement to stronger positions, they ceused our plens to be
gl tered undoubtedly to their sdventege, 1t is possible of
course thest such e#n erfect wes in their minds st the time,

For the rest of the period st EORA CHEEK, our own
5“ SM:LS end JAPANESE petrols were constently clashing in this ares

on the left flenk without = decisive result either wey,

The Seppers commenced to repeir the bridge with
intfentry essistence, A Compeny of the 2/2 En relieved
our sub-units on the EAST of the creek. Accordingly,
for the first time in this position the whole of the En
occupled the one srea, Lt wes only on this dsy that the
re-orgenisation of "A" Coy wes completed, "A" Coy wes then
posted in the position formerly occupied by the Pioneer P1,
on the left flenk, but elso extended to contsct "B" Coy.,
Thus for the first time our left flenk wes properly secured,
The Pioneer Pl, wes withdrewn st this stage end ceme in es
reserve,

Our 3" morter commenced firing st 1745 hours snd
Mejor Baines observed for it, Unfortunately, the 14th,
round of our 3" morter cesused it to blow up snd killed
three (3) of the detschment., The first twelve (12) rounds
which were fired were oneswhich hed been cerried the wholse
wey up the track by our morter pletoon, end sfter they had
éxpended these, others were obteined from A,S.C, dump, which
had been glr-dropped. 1t wes the second one of these which
caused the accident,

During the night 27/28 OCTOBFE, rirle fire and
grenedes were s2lmost constently being used by both sides,
The "B" Coy men who we were unsble to relieve, were still
in close contaset snd very exhsusted,

Trenslation errived back from Bde of pepers taken
rrom & desd Oi'ficer sfter our sttack on the 22nd, Oet., which
indiceted thst we had opposite us in this position & Bn
of the "TATE"with Engineers end srtillery stteched,

From this time on our telephones, which hsd become
greduslly weter logged, were alweys feulty, meking consider-
able difficulties in communicetions,

During e patrol etteek by "C" Coy our men reported
thet a2 JAP sniper weering en Austrelien helmet wounded one
of’ our men. The JAP petrols succeeded in ecutting our wire
petween BHQ end "C" Coy in three pleces. Our patrols succeed-
ed in driving out the JAF petrols,

"D" Coy, in execution of their orcers, succeeded
in occupying '‘#¢ position further NOKTH then "¢", i.e. more

over/
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directly ebove the mein JAP position, The JAPANESE immedietely
counter-sttacked, cesuslties occurring on both sles, An
unfortunste incident occurred in "D" Coy's eres in the afternoon -
when the 2" morter wes being fired in order to repulse the
JAPANESK stteek it blew up. This was undoubtedly due to f=ulty
elr-dropped srmmunition,

Cept. Simpson reported thet during the efternoon the
JAPANESE were petrolling between himself and "C" Coy snd thet
he could not fire owing to the denger to "C" Coy whose exact
position in reletion to his own wes indefinite, especielly es
petrols from both companies were constently msnoeuvring in the
srea, In this position st the top of the ridge & very serious
geme of wh-t was reslly equivslent to Blindmen's bluff" wes
constently being plsyed.by petrols from the opposing far ces
ag visibility seldom exceeded 10 yerds, During the sfternoon
the JAPANESE were unfortunstely very successful in thelr grensasde
»rolling, snd "B" Coy hed five (5) cesuelties, Only Bully Beef
“end 2 oms of biscuits srrived for the dey's retions, which were
?reelly scercety sufficient, g2s throughout the pe riod in this
f position retions were from 30 to 70 per cent short in verious
%eammudities (see the Qii's report to BHQ atteched covering the
* ten deys' ending lst, Nov.)
Lieut, Nathan's pstrel returned snd reported thet
the country wes extremely rough end precipiquus and
thet in order to resch the trasck behind the JAPANAESE position 1t
would teke et leest & dey end the troops would srrive in & very
axhsusted condition, He ststed thet the creek wes even wider
turther down stresm, #nd thot 2n opposed crossing would be very
dirfieult by dey.

Lieut, Wisemsn lesd 2 successful petrol sgeinst the
JAPS during the esf'ternoon,

During the efternoon the 2/3 Bn put in their ettack,
and this caused the enmy to withdrsw during the night 28/29
OCTOBER,

At first light "B" snd "C" Coy petrols reported thet
the enemy hed moved end "8" Coy immedietely occupied the enemy
positions, end snother corpse wes found eslso neetly butchered,

Orders were given for the sdvence to continue - "A"
end "B" Coys to move slong the axis of the track 1in thet
order, snd "C" end "D" Coys to move persllel to them from
their.positions up the ridge.

The totel cesuelties in this EORA CHEEK ares was

44 killed, BB wounded end & missing. The sction hed lested
nine (9) 3935 end wes extremely exéausting. The Battslion had

schieved tescticel successes incepturing the rridge-hesd after
hesvy fighting, end slso by extremely offensive snd etfective
pstrolling on his immediate flenk, On the other hand, some
opportunities hed been missed, but whether slternate plens
would heve been successful is uncertsin,

Looking beck on our mentsl snd physicel condition

during this period, there wes no doubt thet the physicsal

i exhsustion snd continusl hunger, being contlnually wet end
intermittently under morter esnd smell erms fire, end with
rether hesvy cesueltles, ceused & sort of torpor., This did not
meen that the norsle wes weskened becsuse in faect the morsale
wes high 211 the time, but it did meen thst the ebility teo
plen snd execute bold plsns reouiring energetle prepsretion:

over/
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On the JSlst, OCTOBER, elements of the 25th,
Bde pessed through the Bette Iinn along the treck to XOKODA,
and thus relieved the 16 Bde from the responsibility of
being forwsrd troops.

Dropping was commenced, but the dropping ground was
very smell and on # ridge, consecuently 2 very smsll percéntsge
of the stores dropped were sble to be collected, However,
enough wes avsilable for one dey's rations to be issued,

At 1330 hours, the Battelion commenced to move,
taking the FAST treck through ABUARI, s2nd proeeeding across
FORA CREFK North 2long the ridge the other side, The men
were ellowed to light fires here for the first time, end e
hot meesl wes cooked,

On the 1lst., and 2nd, NOVEMBER, the Brigsde gdvenced
northwerds through s number of villeges, whose gerdens pro-
vided us with yems end merrows in reesonsble ocuentities., As
these two deys were done on one dey's ration, the use of these
netive foods wes essentiel, #nd for the first time 1in two
weeks the men were sble to est 2s much es they could, On the
ord, NOVEMBER, the floor of the EOKODA velley wes reeched,
end more end ~ore gerdens sppeered, full of plentains, pspaws
ete, KOKODA wes pleinly visible from seversl points during
the descent, #nd thls wes the nersrest the Bettelion ever got
to theat plsece, :

- KOBARA wes reached efter two hours'! merch s=long
the flast, snd dropping wes Iin progress by the time the Besttelior
arrived., At this time we were the lest Bettslion, 2nd con-
seouently were the lest unit to receive rstions,

During the dey the 2/2 Bn moved sround to the main
KOKODA-BUNA treek, end their forwerd elements esme in contsact
with the enemy st 0OIVI,

On the 4th, FNOVEMBER, more dropping commmenced,
which the men picked up, end we were werned to move ss soon
es our retions were issued,

The suggestion wes mede to the Brigede Commander
) thet our battelion should move EAST from KOBARA towsrds
(_1“ S‘W 4 GORARI end ILIMO in en endeevour to out-flenk the JAPS in
the OIVI position., The Brigedier ecgreed to mention this
to 6 DIV,, #2nd eventuelly orders were received from Brigede
for the beattelion to move sround Eestwerds from KOBARA in &an
endersvour to get to ILIMO, The setusl order wes ss follows :-

"T0: CULLEN, '
FFO‘M! LLOY.D. 1'% 5.

Ref, Mep BUNA SE 2 mile one inech stop Sitatulon stop
EDGAR meeting =strong enemy opposition right OIVI festure
stop One compeny STEVERSON 1s on left OIVI festure with
one compeny working eround to eut tresck KE of QOIVI stop
Remeinder STEVENSON sround SOUTH of right 0IVI festure
to ettaek enemy from SE direction eesrly AM 6 Nov stop
your message T,0,0, 1330 recelved stop You will secure
snd hold vicinity GORARI end ILIMO petrolling south stop
eest stop west with view to subsenuent contset with
STEVERSON or EDGAR stop UNCLE SAM spperently meking
setisfeetory progress wetch out for him,

1645"

In order to sacsist the bettelion in this operstion,
70 sdditionel netive esrriers were provided, end s 208 wire-

less set, but unfortunstely no Operstor wes provided for it.
over/
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In our hurry to depert, end being out of contset with
Brigede, 1t wes not poscsible to net the instrument into the
set et Brigede HQ., end consequently it wes proved to be
useless to us, On meny decesions during the next few desys
the set wes set up with sn eerisl, sand although we could
heer Brigede telking, they could not heesr us, No wire was
asvalleble for telephones except one coll which the Sigs.

cerried, end eonseaduently we were out of contact with Bde from
then on,

The meps eveilsble showed no deteslls of the
country end proved to be inesccursate,

The Bettellion moved off at 1615 hours after heving

e lot of bother getting the netive esrriers moving, end
getting retlions for them to teoke.

After crossing twostreems snd following the trseck
which we sssumed to be the correct one, we pesssed & nstive
villege, and et 1810 houre heglted for the night,

Sealln 4 |

After we hed sdiesed on the edge of e creek, the
ANGAU Steff Sergesnt in cherge of the netive cerriers erme
up end assked if we were stopping for the night, He ssid -
"ell, thet is very funny, becsuse if you look scross the ereek,
sbout 300 yerds swey you will see some netive huts, and those

ere the ones we slept in lest night end are only 300 yerds
from XOBARA dropping ground," |

This wes cuite correct, send the afternoon hed been
spent following *recks whieh led us sround in & three-querter

cirele - l-ek of knowledge of the country snd laek of meps

made this ouite ineviteble, end we #11 thought 1t & :gédod joke,
thought it hed wested & feir smount of time.

In the villege we hed pessed were nstives who
hed just ceme beck, end they were very friendly asnd the first

netives, other then cerriers, we had seen during the whole
cempeign, |

on the 5th. NOV.

At 0730 hours/the Battelion moved off, end the
track pesced through & series of villeges end netive gerdens.

The villeges were deserted, snd in one of them,
SENGAI, we found the bodles of five (5) Austrslisns of the

2/16 Bn, which were buried end the identifieestions sent bsck,

During the sfternoon we esme upon the signs of
8 recent JAPANESE psastrol, foot-mearks, cigsrette packets ete.
At one proint & 1ittle flire wes still burning, #nd epperently

we were followlng in the foot-steps of & JAPANESE recece
patrol returning to its besé,’

At 1700 hours, whilst moving Festerly, we eceme
to 8 track junetion going NORTH, whieh we correetly surmised
wee the treek to GORAREI. The JAP petrol had obviously
turned up this junction, snd sccordingly e platoon of "A"
Coy wes sent forwerd to investigete. They did & good job and
surprised three JAPS sheltering in & little hut end sueceeded

in wounding two (2) of them, but the third one returned our
fire end covered the withdrswsl of the others, They left

behind, however, their ecuipment snd rifles end e lot of
blood.

The treck junction wes referred to esLeiney's
corner, end it wes decided thet "A" Coy, commended by Lieut.
Leiney, should be left et this ecorner for the purpose of
seeuring our flenk and resr snd to esteblish & bese to which
rotions could be brought (see sketch mep of the sres).

/S over/
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"A" Coy wes told not to get too involved in en Bction

ageinst thix JAPANESE position, es 1t wes felt thet our mein
objective wes to resch ILIMO, end thet e side-chow ot this steg
wes not justified.

A+ 0630 hours on the 6 NOVEMBER, s petrol from
"D" Coy wee sent Esstwerds end on their reporting that the tr-
aclkk sppeesred secure for 1500 ysrds, the Bettelion moved
off et 0830 hours,

The track from here on wes very slow, crossing
innumeresble creeks, s#nd netive gardens, which were petrolled
before the Bettelion moved through them., This wes necessary
bhecsuse £+ verious pleces signs of reecent JAPANESE novr ements
were observed. The netive gardens here cbouts showed
treces of JAPANESE food gethering.

At 1230 hours, e lerge streesm wes encountered.
The only mesns of crossing 1t wes by & ereeper, which was
cot scross, The weter in the middle wes five feet deep,
snd the stresm wes flowing very repidly. In order to get
seross, one held on to the ecreeper with both hends end
moved side-werys, In the middle of the streem the fa ce
of the weter swept one's feet off the bed of the streem snd
elmost horizontslly behind, By hanging on to the creeper,
1t wes possible to get into the ecelmer water on the other
side, but wet through - as the troops seid "right up to the
paybook." The Pioneers in the meentime built & bridge et
s narrow point slightly down streem, snd just ss the Bn
finished weding ecross over & period of three hours, the
bridge wes completed, The bridge wes built, not only for
the purpose of getting the Bn scross, but in order to meke
our L, of C, essier, It was later discovered thst the creek
crossed wes the IRIMU CREEK, and that the traek to ILINO
wes just scross the ereek end Northwerds, Unfortunetely,
the meps did not indieaste this 2t ell,

In & villege just seross the creek, celled WALLOPA,
s friendly villege Councillor tried to be helpful. Unfort-
unetely, his limited knowledge of English led us to belleve
that the treck to ILINO either did not exist or theat it
went on through the villege in en Eassterly direction, Nelther
of these deductions were correct, but both pertly were, In
foct there wes & treck to ILIMO lecding off from helf a
mile down stresm, but it hed not been uséd for meny years,
and for thet resson we could not find it, slthough petrols
were sent out to investigete in thet direction., There is
11ttle doubt slso thet eventuslly the Essterly treck
or the brench from it would hesve led to ILIVO hed we known
the country.

At 1500 hours s Runner srrived from "A" Coy, and
brought slong & signel from Brigade, which wes the written
confirmetion of the order received snd ouoted rs on the
5th, NOVEMBER, A resssege wes sent beck with the Runner
but unfortunstely he never resched "A" Coy snd was posted
gs missing leter on.

From now on the track improved, hut progress was
eti11 ‘slow due to crossing meny little ereeks with steep
benks, which ceused bottle-necks in the single file

column.

Another Runna§ﬁggs sent back end reported that

he hed seen & JAP patro ross the ereek from WALLOFA,.
The messege he wes to teke wes then sent beck with en

escort. No doubt it wes this petrol whiech killed our
first Runner,

The Bne¢~ helted ot 1730 hours and

/< over/
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now had only en incomplete dey'!s reation left plus emergenﬂy
retions,

A conference wes held in gn endesvour to estshlish
our position, The track had led Fessterly ~nd Northerly at
verious times, but unfortunstely only Northerly enough to mske
us believe thet we might be turning towsrds ILIVWQO, Then it
would go Eestwerds egsin, It wes deeclded thet the next morning
s compeny would be sent forwesrd for ss far es they could go,
end be bsck by 1500 hours. If the treck were to turn NRTH,
then the Battelion would follow it, but if it eontinued
Eesterly the Bettellon would heve to turn back for 1= ck of
rations. Accordingly, on the 7th, KOVEMBER, "C" Coy went
forward et 0745 hours, and st 1260 hours rﬂturnﬁd with the
information thst the track continued to leed EAST, Apperently
this track wes the one leeding to ASISI, but to us et the time it
wes obvious fhset it eould not lesd to ILIMO.snd it wes decided
to turn back, reach Leiney's Corner, snd esrry out our slternstive
tesk as set out in our original order.end procesed NORTH to
GORARI,

At this stege neerly everyone in the Bettelion was
suffering severely with disrrhoea, still, however, the morele
was high - the men, though exhsusted, were ocuite cheerful, The
contents of the order from Brigede hed been communieeted to
them, end the thought of meeting Americen troops wes g greest
morale booster.

In order not to diselose our position, no fires had
been lighted during this msreh, snd sccordingly for the lsst
three deys there hesd been no hot meels, Tt reined constently
2l]l the sfternoon end night, end this did not sdd to our
hesalth,

The feet thet no retions hed arrived, despite the
errengements mede, decided us to turn back, &s it wes thought
poseible thet the JAPANESE pstrols mey heve smbushed supply
column.,

At 1300 hours 2 Runner arrived to say thst the
retions were on théir wey, but it wes decided to send them bsck
to Lainey's Corner, where the Bettelion would reach thet night,

Accordingly the unit moved &t 1330 hours end resched
the creek FAST of TLainey's Corner et night, A good sssortment
of retions were sveflsble, ssuseges, Jjsm, butter snd besns,
which were the first we hed seen for 2 monthy elso séme meil,
There wes only a little of easch of these good things, but they
were ¥&x¥ much spprecistedend very cheering., Fires were o1 lowed
to be 1ighted, end everyone felt happler,

A messsge wes received thet Mesjor Miller wes trens-
ferred to the E/Elst Bettelion with the rsnk of L.t. Colonel,
and slthough we were very sorry tc lose: him, we were very
plersed with his promotion,

The C.0. eand Adjt, went forward and resched Leiney's
Corner thet night,

Sitreps were received from Brigsde, but nothing to
interfere with our plsns, Accordingly, 1t was decided in view
of the fect thet the remeinder of the Brigasde was held up ot
0IVI end we now hed retions snd extre smmunition, that we could
move up the treck to GORARI, and plens were mede snd orders
issued for en etteck sgeinst the JAPS, who were in position NORTH
elong the treck. The stteck to ecommence eerly the next morning,

I The first thing the next morning informetion wsas
A received thet the 25 Bde wes only en hour's merch swey, "A" Coy
moved forwerd end mede prepsrctions to sttack the JAPANESE
elong the treck, end the C.0, went beck to meet Brigedier Esther,

“Zo.
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gs the signal asdvised thet we now cosme under commend of the

25 Bde. Just slong the treck the 2/31st. Bn wes met, now
under the commend of Lt. Cols Miller, end they slso had orders
from Brig, Esther to do this stteck, Colénel ¥iller wes
informed of the srrengeménts slready wede, #nd he went back

to eontact Eléut, Lainey, 0.C. of "A" Coy, to grin informstion
from hig, The C.0, met Brig, Eather who decided thet the
attack should be done by the 2/31 Bn end thet the 2/1 Bn
should rest during the morning resdy to pess through the 2/31
Bn snd explolt towerds GORARI. The rest of the plen wes for
the the remeinder of the 25 Bde to turn WEST at GORARI and
gtteck OIVI in the rezr, whilst 2/1 Bn wes to exploit EAST
towerds ILIMO from GORARI,

At 1200 hours the 2/3]1 Bettslion's sttsck commenced,
heving pressed through ouw "A" Coy's pesttion, =nd et 1300 hours
word wes received thet 2/31 Bn wes held up by strong enemy
forces,

Brig, Esther gsve orders thet the 2/25 Bn were to
pess through us snd in co-operestion with the 2/31 Bn, were to
out=flenk end surround the enemy, which they succeeded in
doing by the following morning,

Whilst we hed been en“esvouring to resch ILIMO, the
25 Bde hed hed two deys! rest a2t KOKODA, where they hed
received new clothing, tobscco, chocolete, fresh bresd ond
butter, and two nights! good sleep. The difference observed in
comparing our men with their's wes most merked., Our men were
exhausted snd rotten with disrrhoea, whilst thefr's were
fresh snd looked much heslthier,

The troops very much sprrecisted the rest sllowed
them by units of the 25 Bde teking up the forward position,

0'1- 9 Nov The 2/33 Bn also pessed through =nd laying line

a8 they went - mede g detour nﬂnugd F 31lst, end 2/25th,
Bns end petting on to the mein tr.gkfagﬁ. d them snd elso
behind the JAPANESE, At 1145 hours they reported that they
hed moved slong the track to GORARI snd encountered JAPANESE

opposition, and were unsble to resch the main KOKODA-TILIMO
track,

Accordingly, we recelved orders to rove up behind the
2/%3 Bn snd to by-pess them Eastwerds and gein the main treck,

Accordingly, we woved off, "A" Coy leeding. The
teil of the 2/33 Bn was reesched st sbout 1700 hours snd
sccordingly the Battallon turned EAST though the jungle, with
the intention of going 1000 yerds EAST end then turning NORTH
to cut the meln treck., After moving 500 yeards en uncrosscble
river wes encountered, snd accordingly we turned NORTH and
followed the WEST benk of the stream, Firing could be heerd,

which we presumed to be the 2/33 Bn in contsct with the enemy,

At 1745 hours we tepped in on the 1line which we
) were l=ying with us, end received a report from the 2/33 Bn
(mfk&L 5: thet the JAPS were withdrswing FTAST from his front, which
meant they were coming towerds us, Colonel Buttrose further
steted thet he could not resch the main tresck, and did not
know whether %% wes nesr, end whether he wes nesr GORARI or
not.

At 1800 hours, we were continuling our movement
Northwerds, and were gettlng rether worried ss to whether wé
should push on or hslt for the nlght, However, we moveé on,
snd at 1830 hours "A" Coy struck the JAPANFSE. They used
pleny of enterprise, however, snd swiftly over-ran the’
JAPANESE position, %illing-six (6) and wounding others, and
then, much to our surprise, we found thet we hed resched the

2l over/
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head. As soon as the whole platoon was across they

moved NORTH from the EAST bank of the creek with the task

of endeavouring to dislodge the JAP snipers and conaolidate
our right flank. The crossing was a slow business as,

owlng to the thin logs which we were forced to use, the
bridge could only be crossed by sitting down and levering
oneself forward, oné man at a time, It might be mentioned
here that the creek was a fast flowing torrent, 35 yards across,
In endeavouring to make the bridge trees were fallen-acress
the creek. The trees were qulte bilg ones with trunks up to
14 =% , but with all follage they - were - ‘washed down
stream as 1f they had been little sticks. :

14 Platoon advanced according to orders, and at
1550 hours killed three (3) JAPS in & encounter with them.
The remainder of the company was still engaged in crossing
the river ready for a Company operation on that side of the
river the following morning.

On "D" Coy's withdrawal back into the perimeter,
1t was thought that the JAPANESE might counter attack,
especially as 1t was hoped that his forces from OIVI might
reinforce those at present opposite us. Lieut. Powell, who
was in command of "B" Coy at the time was ordered to make
plans for an immedlate counter attack should the enemy
attack our perimeter in the "A" or "D" Coya! sectors (see
attached sketch).

During the night lﬂéllth. NOVEMBER, the JAPS did
make several attempts to brea nto our area and drive us
out of our bridge-head positbn. Firing and grenading was
elmost continuous during the night, and on one occasion the
JAPANESE made a bayonet attack. All attacks were driven off,

however, although we had some casualties,

Throughout the day casuwalties were coming into the
R.A.,P. wWith wounds from mortars and mountain gun, which the
JAPS opened up In the afternoon. Fortunately only a few
rounds were directed agalnst us, but over 70 rounds from his
gun were directed onto the 2/33 Bn, who were twooto three
hundred yards WEST of us.

On the llth. NOVEMEER, as soon a2s 1t was light,
"C" Coy succeeded In getting thelr whole company across the
river, and the Pioneer Platoon became responsible for the
WEST bridge-head. "C" Coy were given orders to attack and
capture the rocky position held by the JAPS on the main
EAST bridge-head astride the main track KOKODA-WAIROPI, and
to consclidate in that area and patrol EASTWARDS until further
contact was made,

"D" Coy sent out a patrol NORTH across the track
and reported the JAPS held a position only 50 yards in from
the track. "B" Coy sent patrols WEST and contacted the 2/33
Bn. The JAPS had cut the wire between 2/33 and 2/25 Bns.,
and accordingly, "B" Coy's patrol, accompanied by sigs.,
moved back along the track to clear it of JAPS and to clear
the sige wire. At 1115 hours, "C" Coy commenced their
attack and Mr. Armstrong's platoon succeeded in killing
nineteen (19) JAPS on their objective, viz. the rocky
position. This position was then occupied by "C" Coy HQ,
and our troops were then able to cross the creek over the
main 'f:'iridgE-

i
In accordance with their orders, "C" Company
sent Lieut, McCloy with 13 Platoon to patrol”NORTH across
the track and then EAST, while Lieut. Nathan with three (3)
GRs patrolled SOUTH of the track and EAST, where within
250 yards they ran into strong opposition, lost one man

2o
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lost 18 Killed, 45 wounded and 2 mlissing, and w&s now
reduced tO & s rﬁnéf of 560 all ranks. ceordingly, 1t
was decided to disban e GR. Platoon and the Vickers
Platoon less one section of 4 men. Coy Commanders
appointed were:- 2 i/u Maji. Baines, HQ Coy Capt. Catterns,
A, Coy Lieut. Leaney, B. Coy Capt. Prior, C. COy Capte

Rurrell and De. Coy Capte Simpson. The re-distribution
brought the rifle coys strength up to 50 all ranks.

The day was spent by all ranks washing and
dressing their sores. Some rations arrived, and cooking
was allowed to be done. Rrigadier Eather and Gen, Vagsey
both sent their congratulatlions for the good job the
battalion had done. Mail arrived, and to make the day
perfect there was no rain that night. One unpleasant
fatigue had to be performed, that was burying the large
number of JAPS killed in the area,

On the 13th, NOVEMBER the Battalion had another
rest day, whilch was spent burying dead JAP rmles and dead
JAP soldlers.

It was fine and sunny and the rest was worth
a lot in freshening up, especlally as supplles were now
reaching us by native carriers salong the main track from
KOKODA., Complete issue of clothing, boots, galters, was
made, and lots of new anti-gas capes and ground-sheets
were avallable. Orders arrived that the unit reverted to
the 16th. Bde. Unfortunately no rations arrlved and our
rations finished up to-night. Priority of all rations
arriving was given to the 25th, Bde, who now resumed the
advance as forward troops. Orders were also received for
move on the l4th, November,

On the l4th, NOVEMBER, rations arrived at 0630
hours, and the rove wes delayed slightly to allow them to
be dlstributed.

The 2/2 Bn passed through, and we followed them
along the main track, which was good going, flattish,
about 6-feet wide, and apart from creek crossings, w ithout
hold=-ups. These creek crossings made riovement very slow,
as they caused bottle-necks. The battalion reached its
bivouac area half an hour this slide of the KUMUSI RIVER
at WAIROPI, during the afternoon. Lack of a bridge across
the river was causing considerable delay, and the 25th.
Bde were not yet completely across.

There were big alr droppings at WATROPI, which
- was a splendid dropping ground; the best one there was
during the campalgn, A JAP was sighted in our area during
the afternoon, but was chased out, and a patrol sent out
failed to find him. There was a large number of horses
about abandoned by the JAPANESE, and we collected several
of the best t0o carry themortar, machine gun and slige. gear.

 The .15th, NOVEMBER was another rest day,
and being SUNDAY, W&ss weos held. The Battalion moved up
to the bridge-head, that is on the ount-skirts of the
dropping ground,and helped picking up. BRations were
issued, including a block of chocolate per man. The BEn
created a record for the campalgn by handing into the A.S.C.
dump a bag of tobacco, whichi. dropped in our area. The
A.5.C. had things very well organised at WAIROPI, with
plenty of natiges to collect; and again clothing, boots etc.
were avallable for anyone who wanted them. The Battalion was

over/
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At 0845 hours the C.0. went forward on & recce
to "C" Coy's position, and it was decided to send "B" Coy
sround the right flank in an attempt to locate the flanks
of the enemy immediately oppesite our positlon, and to
drive them off. | ,

"C" Coy proceeded to move forward and succeeded
in gaining a good deal of ground. During this movement
Lieut. McCloy observed & JAP in the Kunal, who apparently
was not seen by our forward scouts. At a dlstance of
300 yards, despiteé the enemy MG and rifle fire, which was
spraying the area; he stood up and had three.shotsiat’the
JgAP;sone of which proved fatal, as his body was later
discovered and buried.

Lieut. VNcCloy's platoon wﬁs the leading platoon,
and he used considerable skill in working forward.

It was also decided to send "A" and "D" Coys
under Capt. Catiterns with three of the Protection Platoon
under Sgt. Ledden, and an.. "I" Section man,as an independent
force to move wide around the left -flanke

Thedr orders were to move right around the
Kunal patch, which extended for some distance NORTH, keeping
under cover of the jungle all the way in order to effect
surprise, and to get astride the mein track g the rear
of the main JAP position, including their r area
shelling'us. In addition, he was to hit hard any JAPS
in that area and consollidate astride the main track. Thls
order was glven with a view to getting the JAPS to withdraw,
which they usually did when hit hard in the rear. Accord=
ingly, at 0930 hours Capt. Catterms set off. "B" Coy
had been delayed but passed through "C" Coy at 1100 hours,
and at 1230 hours made contact with the JAPS. They succeeded
in drivIng In théif out=posts, came under heavy fire, had
cagsualtlies and were anable to make further progress.

Sgt. Miller S.Gs displayed particular gallantry
~in resculng wounded men on this occasion, and was reconmended
for the Ve, and ultimately he was awarded the D.C M.

"B" Coy continued to petrol in an endeavour to
locate the enemy flank, but undoubtedly they were in
strength, and their flank could not be located.

This was reported to Brigade at
1410 hours, and also that in the C.0's opinion the enemy
had opposite us two mountain guns, two MMGs, one heavy
mortar, several light mortars and an unknown number of
LMGs. In view of thls the C.0. said he was worried as to
whether Capt. Catterms's force was gufficient to carry out
the task allotted to them, and assistance was requesteds
The Brigade Commander advised that as soon as the U.Se
forces relieved the 2/2 Bn he would send one of thelr
companlies to asslist Catterns. The C.0. suggested that the
whole battalion would be required to do the job effect=
ively, but the Bde Commander thought not.

At 1415 hours our S=inch mortar was put in
position and Twenty-one rounds were flred at the JAP MG
position at the edge of the Kunal ahead. The firing was
very accurate, and the MMZ was silenced, but unfortunately
the JAPS replled right on to our HQ with twenty-nine rounds.
Thelr firing was exbremely accurate, and later 1t was
discovered that they had an 0O.,P., in a tree 600 yards ahead,from
whieh they could observe every movement in our area.

The Bde Commander allotted two companies of the
2/2 Pn under Captains Bosgard and Blamey to assist the Bn.

o, over/
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At 1600 hours we were aivised that these two

2/2 Battalinnmam under command and a t 1630 hours

they arrived. '

At 1630 hours Capt. Prior came back to report
and led both the Officers up through his area. Unfortunately,
by the time they got into position in Prior's area, it
was too late for them to carry out the out-flanking movement

planned.

At 1645 hours another twenty-three shells
landed in our area, which again cut the cable, this being
the third time. However, repalrs were soon effecteds This
brought the total of sheills falling in our area to over
one-hundred (100), as, in addition to the three "Blitzes",
shells had been falling intermittently all day.

At 1835 hours heavy firing was heard to the
NORTH, which we correctly surmised was Capt. Catterns
gaining contact. |

During the day BngHQ, B. and C. companies had
four (4) killed and eleven (1ll) wounded. Another casualty
was the black horse which had been brought forward with so
rmich trouble, and was killed by shell fire. Some of the
troops were not sorry as during the previous night the
horse got loose and had eaten Lieut. Mackenzle'!s rice and
hiﬂﬂﬂitﬂl \

Capt. Catterns had a quick look at the ground
from the front and thén order®A - D Coys in that order to
move Into the jungle 1000 yards WEST 3000 yards NORTH,
and then work EASTWARDS back on to the track. Brige
Lloyd arrived at that moment and deprecated what would
naturally be a prolonged movement around the flank, and

. was in favour of a frontal attack to be put in at once.,
Being of the opinion that the JAPS were here in forces
the C.0. convinced the Bde Commander of the desirability
of the flanking movement, and Catterns' force was allowed
to proceed.

Moving silently and in closed up single file
to facilitate movement through the jungle and ensure
control, this force forced its way through tangled underw
growth and treacherous swamps. All through the day they
could hear the sound of the JAP guns and mortars merci-
lessly pounding our forees, so they altered couPrse to make
sure of sklrting the wlde Kunal and, guided by the sound of
the firing, moved around wide to come in on the rear of Lhe

guns.
. Catterns! force by this time had made a very wide

encircling movement and making good time were approaching

the main track at a point approximately two miles in the

rear of the JAP front line holding up the rest of the Bde.

In the falling light -at about 1800 hours the forward

elements of "A" Coy, who were TesdIng, crossed an almost
imperceptlble fool-track running parallel to the main
SOPUTA=-SANANANDER track. There were signs of recent activity
and a little stream, which was obviously a watering place.

Capt, Catbterns was led forward by the leading
Sec. Comdr, Cpl. Albanese, to a point where they could beth
see a party of JAPS huddled over fires cooking the evening
rice. There were grass huts and through the trees some
distance away could be seen movement on what was evidently
the main trgck. Somewhere down to the right judging by
the sound of firing was the JAP gun, which caused more
casualties than anything else to our forces, and which

3/ | over/
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Throughout this period, Sgt. Madlgan and mortar
detachment Ifrom the battalion, fired at the JAPANESE
positions from our left flank in the area occupled by the
2/2 Bn Coyse. The shooting was very successful, and Sgt.
Madlgan's work at the "O,P.," was outstanding. He could only
range by sound, and in order to do so, he use to go forward
with his telephone in front of cur forward section positions
(see recommendation for Award).

Another daily duty during this period was the
provision of ration and stretcher parties to the 2/2 Bn Coys,
and this job was cheerfully carried out,.

On the lst, DECEMBER, the platoon under Lieut.,
Gosnell, which had been detached to the 2/2 Bn, was relieved
by Lleute Dyer with another comiposite platoon, as Gosnell's
party had 13 men out of 19 evacuated with Malaria,

On the 2nde DECEMBER, the battalion recelved orders
to move back to a reserve position pAMLmd the 25=pndrs, where

one of the platoons was already in position,

The C.0. contracted severe Malaria, and for the rest
of the period on the SANANANDER track lived in t he RAP and
controlled operations from that position,

By the 5th. DECENMBER, the strength of the battalion
all ranks was only T :

No Malarie cases were evacuated with & temperature
lower than 104°, and, though everyone had Malaria, and by
this stage was in a most debilitated condition, few were keen
to go back until they actually collapsed.

On the 9th. DECEMBER, Lieut, Simpson, who had
flowvn up from LOB base area, took over the composite platoon's
position from Lieut, Dyer. |

An aspect of the campalgn, which by this time
dominated the minds of all Commanders, was the question of
evacuation of personnel with Malaria and Typhus.

By the 22nd. November, the only men left with the
battalion were men who were keen on doing thelr Job, and they
took every possible precaution to suppress their Malaria.

The daily suppressive dose of quinine was 15 grains
pér man, and as an indication that 2ll personnel were taking
thelr issue, the R.A.P, was constantly askéd  for quinine for
persons desircus of taking an extra dose to keep down an
attack of Malaria, This indicates that there was no quinine
available within the platoons for such a purpese, and there=-
fore that all ranks were taking theilr suppressive doses.

On the Srd. DECEMBER, the RNMO obtained a mosquito
net per man for all those able to use them, and these were put
up at nighte.

No repellent was available, and, despite all these
precautions, everyone in the unit got Malaria,

No doubt a contributing factor was the extremely
exhausted condition of all ranks, and from & layman?s point
of view it appears questionable whether any suppressive treat-
ment would have besn sweeesedwidy cffective in the cir-
cumtancas;ﬂw from all other consliderations there was a
constant¥y and changng number of men in forward positions who
were not able to use mosquito netse

over/
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HCONOURS AND AWARDS «

Regtl : - ! Honour : | 11
Noe 1 Rank, 3 NAME . y recommendeds PARTICULARS . §y Awarded.

—l—“-_—l—l—h—-——-—-—*-—__-h—l

NX 34302, Lieut.] LEANEY G. ¢ NS y EORA CK-Pnr P1. | Yes.
: I  (Later KIA) : : !
! ] . | ! |
NX 342, Capte. | CATTERNS BW.T. R } EORA CK-Bs COY« Yes.
. 1 (WIA) ! | !
| | : i i
2.4 15901':' Capts § CONNELL J. y M i EORA CK=- M.0s. | Yes,
i 1 i
NX 90451 L/Sgt.t DORAN J. | MM i EORA CREEK-S.B.1 Yesa
; ; (WIA) : : '
I
: ; : : )
NX 240241 Cpls | DONOHOE J.T. MM | EORA CK- Sec. |  Not
: : ijn) : :‘ Ld]“- D'I Cﬂy- : Yﬂ‘b-
NX 124581 Lieut.i WISEMAN H.C. MO ! GORARI D.Coy |  Not
' : (Later KIA) | : 2 &/ 0 : Yet e
! I
NX 729511 Pte., | WARD G.. MM | GORARI D.Coy |  Yes.
T e, 17A s olieR
NX 42526: Cpl. : SHEARWIN H.J. : MM ! GORARI. Sec. 1 Yes.
i = (WIA) i E Ldre G080y« -
I
NX 687111 Cpl. | STODDART R.R. :  DCM IGORART. Sec. e
: : (WIA) | E Ldr. C.Cocye. :
I I
00,8 5425 Capt. ¥ CATTERNS:B.W.T. i Bar to 1 SANANANDER. | Not
: : L MO !  Coy Comd.,  Taget
! I ]
NX 41201 Sgt. | BROWN C.S. P MM | SANANANDER 1 Mot
:(Hnw Li?ut) : i Pl.5gt.D.Coy. : Yete.
I
NX 41711 Pte. 1 STEPHAN V. i MM | SANANANDER-S.B. |  Not
I S | 1 1 Y‘Etl
NX 45263 Pte. | VARNUM A.J. ! DCM i SANANANDER=D. | mm¥es.
E i (W (A) ; : E COY e : Rwardded
I i
NX 686€3; Pte. | SOLTAN E,. 1 MM | SANANANDER-A. ! Yes e
i i (W R ) I I Coy e |
I ] I I
NX 9615' Sgt. ' MILLER S.G. ¥ Ve  SANANANDER-B. ' DCM
(Now WO1) ! : Coy. Awarded.
! ] 9 i [ ]
NX 68372} Cpl. -y ALBANESE R.H, . 1 | SANANANDER- !
: : | : : sSec LadrTr ﬁL-CﬂF : Yes e
e ) ] I L] i
NX 11538; Cpl. ¢ LEDDEN, J.P. 1 M | SANANANDER- ! Yes.,
:(Haw Sgt) : | Sec. Ldr. :
| I I | |
NX 67897) Cpl. | BAKER L, 1 MM | SANANANDER~- !l  Not
| ] ] I ElB. I Y&t.
E : ; ; :
NX 40507} L/Cpl.} FLETCHER J.S. ! DOM | SANANANDER- | Not
: : (and resubmitted as | ! Sec. Ldr. : Yet,
i i pEt‘iDdiG)‘w ") i E : |
NX 8576! Capt. ! COX, G.S. . ! Periodic.Adjit. 1 Mot
; ; . : o Yok
| I : : :
X AT 321 Liﬂut-l HOLLINGWORTH L. i MC ! " Pl.Cond. 1 s
: ; wirae) i i
NX 2642 Lieut.; McCLOY, J.B. A ¢ : M TN : "
i I ] | !
NX 13155 Sgte i MADIGAN E.5 s i MM E " Mortars. | "
W4
NX 17091 EChELpl&ilIl .CUIIEINGHM&' .ﬂ . EI‘.’IBE E " Padre. : "

< M“ ' L]
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H.Q.
2/1 Aust Inf Bn.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HONORS AND AWARDS.

NX 34302 Lieut. G. LEANEY.

Fﬂr' M.C., \

On EORA RIDGE,NORTH of t he creek crossing at approx 1600 hrnx
on 23 Oct 42, the Pioneer Pl under Comd of Lieut »G.Lemney was sent
up the feature to the left to harrass the enemy holding up "B" Coys
progress in front. Llieut Leaney reached his position and contacted 1
the enemy where an L.M.G. was captured & 4 Japs we re killed. The
enemy countered by attacking the Ploneers who were forced back.
Lieut Leaney agaln went forward - alone - into enemy territory and
brought out a wounded man - Pte Richards.

The next day the Pionee®s advanced,made contact, drove back
the Japs and consolidated in a forward position after killing 3 mox
Japs. During the next two days the Pl by its offensive patrolling
forced the enemy further back until the Pnr Pl was on a position to
fire into the enemy from the high ground on the enenmys' right flank
It is considered that the succesa of these operations was greatly
due to the qualities of leadership and courage of a high order,
shown by Lieut Leaney, and he is pecommended for a ¥Military Cross.

- A S I e S W W W S SRS S

X 342, Capt .B.CATTERNS .

: For nlc-l
On the 20 Oct 42, at TEMPLETONS CROSSING "B" Coy Comd by
Capt Catterns relleved two Coys of 3 Bn A.M.F. in positions as
close as 30 yards to the enemy.

On 22 Oct he organised an attack on the enemy positions
but they had withdrawn and he continued his advance as vanguard
Coy until contact was made where he pressed the enemy hard and
suffered casualties,

On 23 Oct he maved in support of "C" ¢ attack on the
EORA Ck Bridgehead and occupled a position fac North and ahead
of our L of C on top of the ridge. His Coy was well forward and
Just below the enemy but notwithstanding the unfavourable position
the clircumstances forced him to a@lopt,the Coy maintained an
offensive attitude during seven days in the position and caused the
enemy to withdraw three to four hundred yards up the ridge where
"B" Coy followed.

| Enemy sniping and grenading were intermittent throughout
the perlod and caused mx y casualties. The slope between the eneuy
uphill and owr position was so steep that it wes a common practice
for them to bowl rocks down on our positions - one of which brulse¢
Capt Cattems.

On the 22 Oct Capt Catterns was slightly wounded hy Mobtar
shrapnel.Whilst visiting forward section positions he was often a
target for snipers.

Throughout thils trying period Capt Catterns continued to
show unusually outstanding qualities of leadership and detirminat-
ion and to infuse into his Coy an offensive spirit.Accordingly he
is recommended for a Military Cross.

6---“—'-—--—---—-—--“-

VX 13901 Capt. J. CONNELL.

For M.C.

On the 22 Oct 42,the ridge South of and above Eora Ck
village was heavily shelled & mortared,causing heavy casualties
including 4 among the R.A.P, Staff.

Capt Connell worked continuously among the wounded fear-
lessly exposing himself under heavy fire & succeeded dattending to

alle. .

The other M.0. in the area was wounded and 3 R.A.P. Staff
killed and one wounded thus making his task harder. He continued
to carry on for the next three days & although slightly wounded
himself was not evacuated although the ridge continued to be

shelled and mortared.
Accordingly he is recommended for a Military Cross.

43,
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AUSTRALIA' TYPER IAL FORCE. B\

2/1 Auste Inf. Bn,
RECOMNENDATICHS FOR HONORS AND AWARDS .

NX 24024, CPL. DONOHOE, J.Te

Nop M,il,

~ On the morning of 27th Oct., 1942, Cpl. Vonohoe showed outstanding
oravery 1ln leading his sectlon as a fighting patrol to a Japanese strong:
hold known to contaln at lsast threse M,2's, His section was eventually
forcod to ground for over an hour and suffered on®casualtye Cpl. Donchoe
skilfulily extricated his section from thea rea withou ther loss, He
then returned into the area and showed great courage in carry ' ng out the 4
wounded man, PLs, Manusu, A.P,, who subsequently died. Cpl. Donohoe on
the morning of 20th Oct., 1042 agaln successfully led a patrol onto the
same apea In order to galn Information and harass ‘he enemy, His conduct
throughout the actlon was Iinspiration to his Section and Platoon and he
showed qualitles of leadership and courage, Le 13 recormended for the

Mo,

:

L i T R T —

NX 8Q45, L/SGT. DORAN, J.

For M.M

"'"'“‘ﬁwring the aftornoon of 22nd Oct., 1942, on the high ground to the
South of For: Creek villapge, the Bn., forward positions came under heavy
morfar shell fire fromt he snemy. There were a number of casualties
ineluding 3 killed In the R.A.P. 3taff and also 1 wounded in the right

foot = L/Sgt. Dorane Doran dld not report his wound but continuad with his
work deapite continued enewy fire and 1t was not until all other casualties
had been treated - about 1 hr, later = that Doran reported his wound to

the ¥.0, Lo whom during thut period he gave highly efficlent assistance
desplte hls wounds, He was later evacuated as-a stretcher case. Doran's
fortitude and courage were an example to others and accordingly he is

recomended for & M.M,

R i e ——

NX 12458, LITUT,. WISEMAN, H.C.
For M.,Ce « o
n 10 NW¥v., 1942, at Gorarl Creek, D Coy attacked Northwards across
the main tracke OStrong enomy opposition was encoulitered and about 20 yads.
North of the track heavy cnemy fire forced the attack to a halt, Five men
were ¥11led and 12 wounded out of 50, Cpl. James was wounded in the le
by a burst of fire from within 20 yds. Lieut. Wiseman, who was Coy« 2/i¢
at, the time removed hils equipment, went forward and took James back across
the open track through an area under very heavy fire, Shortly Pte e veres
Armstrong who weighed 15 stone was mortally wounded and was belng ca-ried
acrcss the track by Pte's, FRsmsay and MeTniyre when Ramsay was killed.
Wilsemer lmmedlately went forward under fire to McIntyre's assistance and
succeeded in bringing back Armstrong, At all times during the operation
Lieut. Wiseman showed qualities of courage and leadership and on the two
occus’ons mentlcned abo e showed complete disregard for his personal
safetye Accordingly he 1s recommended for the M.Ce

EX 72951, Ptes VARD. Co7e

Fnr - H--Hi
tee Ward is a Coye, Clerk and runner of D Coye During the attack

et Gorarl Creck on Nov., 10th, 1942, the Coy suffered heavy casualtles

and the forward S.B, was killed. The two forward Plse of the Coy. and

Coye HeQes reached a positlon where they were cut off and surrounded by a
fire=-swept area, particularly by a fixed line low avove the track. Pte,
Ward volonteered to go back end endesvour to bring forward another S.3.

who was with the reserve Pln. across the track. He d4id this but in returne-
Ing across the bullet-swept open space the 3.3. , Pte.Skeen was wounded |
and unable to walk whilst Ward got safely across. Ward then zpsin returned
across the fixed lline to Skeen and c:rried h'm back to the reserve Pln.

He then agaln crossed the danger 2rea for t he fifth time and returned to
Coye HeQs for dquty. ror his splendid individual courage and devotion %o
duty, Pte, Ward 1s recommended for the M.M.

T 1 e, =, E . R— L e - —-— i
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TACTRTT

ITKIB&E. Gﬂ-Etl ¢ TTERNS B.W.T. T:J'J ONRMEN T8 ! : \ND A ARDS

RAR TO At 1000 hrs on 20 Nov 42 the 2/1 Bn as Advance Guard was

T;r——l-—-' iield up by the Japs. On the track SOPUTA-SANANANDA, Capt Catterns

—* was then placed in o mmand ofA., andD, Coys to move wide round
the left or West flank in order to get around behind their paesitions,
attack them in the rear, get astride the main track and to capture or
destroy the gung which was firing on our positions. The total strength
of his force was 90 all renks, He found that his route led
through a swamp which considerably delayed and exhausted nis force,
However by 1740 hrs he had reached a point 2 mls north and northa of
the gun, He personally reconnoitred East and forward and observed a
lage Jap prepared position and resolutely decided to at tack as soon
as possible, notwithstending (&) the superiod enemy forces
(b) the unliklihood of any support by our own tps and (¢) being
completely out of contact with our forces. He organised the attack
to start at 1830 hrs. The object of both being the Jap area
(which had an apron fence of vines and a continuous trench gystem),
and then the main track, The attack was successful, complete surprise
being achieved and ihe Jap position ovemun and severe casualties
inflicted on the enmey, Bstimated a. least 80 killed, Capt,
Gatterns® force suffered severe casualties, iucluding 5 Officers
killed, ihe force then consolidated on the main rava vy 1930 hrs,
fiorming a perimeter and the defence was orgenised by Capts Cc ttemms,
During the night 20/21 Nov, and the following day, the Japs
continually harrassed and many times attacked the position f rom J
gides with every available weapon. Although our casualties were
very heavy and ammunition scarse, the position was defiantly held until
the force was relieved during the night 23/22 Nov, when only 24
men out of 90 remeined alive and unwounded, Xurther heavy casualties
also being inflicted on the enemy., Tx

The results of the operationg no doubt contributed to
the deeper withdrawal of the Jap forces to an area immediately North
of Capt, Catternsd position during the night 20/21 Nov,, and to
deny them the use of the main track during that period, 15 Japs
using it that night being killed, The Japs were forced to abandon
the 75 m.m, gun which had caused us meny casualties and it wes
lster found buried South of Catterns’® position and subsevuently
recovered, During the whole operation, Capt. Catterns inspired all
ranks by his bold and resolute leadership in attack and defence,
and by his personal courage which proved a ¢ontinuous inspiration
to those under his command.,

In addition to the above action, he showed great

personal ® urage in assisting & wounded Qfficer after two other
men had been woumi ed going to that O0fficer’'s assistance,

#L.
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_ AUSTRALTIAN TMPERIAL FORCE.
———-—-——--—————-——-ﬂ——-—!nf

2/1 Austs Inf. “n.
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HCNORS AND AWARDS. |

S

“NX 42526,
For M.,M,

At Gorari Creek on the afternoon of llth Novs., 1942, "C" Coy

had gained the Brildgehead on the Last Bank of the Creeke 13 Pln. was
sent further North E&st to explolt this success, Stronger opposition weas
eneountered than was anticipated. However, 15 Pln. surprised the eneny
by attacking them from the left flank, Cpl. Shearwin's section entered
an area from a flank, surprising the eneny occupants and killing 8 Japs.
before belng forced, by welght of superlor numobers and flire, to go to E
ground, The area was attacked by 4 Coy. later: The sectlion remained 1in
firing positions still Inf'licting casualties on the enemy until all mem=-
bers of the section were either killed or wounded (3killed, 2 wounded).
Shearwin, although wounded himself, covered the withdrawal of the other
wounded members of his section, vefore he himself withdrew and reported
the position to his FPln., Commander. During thea ction Cpl. Shearwin
showed outsteanding qualities of bravery and devotion to duty, and accords
inly he is recommended for the M,M,

O S e S

GPLI- SI{E;"!.:{IHFIT'T- Hit:rl s

NX 68711, CPL., STODDART. ReRes
For D.C.l,

On 1llth Nov,.,, 1942, at Gorari Creek "C" Coy attacked a very
strongly defended enemy position Worth Hast of ¢t ne Bridge. 13 Plne of
which Cpl. Stoddart is a member, led the attack and Stoddart's section
wes detalled to ascertain the position of the enemy's right flank., The
section very boldly and skilfully led, found the enemy's flank where the
Pln. attacked,Succeeding in surprising the Japs., killing 18 of them
and taking the objective. Later, when the Jap. counter= 8ttacked, and by

sheer weight of numbers forced the Pln. t o withdr,w, Gpl. Stoddart was
wounded in 3 places, the,head, shoulder, add foot but despite hils wounds
and the faet that his 7.8.V.G, had jammed, e continued to fight on with a
pifle. During this phase of the battle he killed S Japs, and was the last

member of his sectlion to wilthdraw, after which he reported Lo nis Pln.

Comd «

ILater he was evacuated on & stretcher,

the 15 in Gthe Pln. were killed or wounded.
and dogpedness served as a shining example to nis men and 1t 1s recomm =
ended, that for his gallantry, he De awarded the D.C.lM.

MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES .
During the actions at Eor
1942, and at Gorari Creek between

Dur'ng the aectlion 7 out of |

Stoddart's pold leadership

a Creek between 22nd and 28th Qct.,
9 and 11 Nove, 1942, the following

0fficeps and Other Ranks distinguldhedthemselves and 1t is recommended

that they be mentioned in Despatches.

1t is recommended they be mentioned.

Nos. indicate order of prioritye.

The names are in the order in which

-

2, 'NX 10751 A/CPL. HONTe Jukie (B). (dec'd) .
4, NX 13456 CPL. GRAHAM. G, (Go)e

8., NX 11545 LIEUT. FREW. J.M. {E).

6. NX 87897 C(OPL. BAKER. L.T. G)o '
7o NEK- TEST CAFPT. SANDERSON & oG e (E) . (dec'd) .
8, NI 96l1lb SGT. MILLIR« S«Ge (E) . B
O, N 4124  CAPT., BARCLAY. P. (E) . (dec'd) .
10, NX 47688  PTC, MeINTYRE. R (G) .

11, NX 8576 CART COXs (a3 ().

12, NX 46799 PTE. JOHNSTONE. CeSe (3).

13, NX %459  LIEUT. BODY¥. E.N. (G) .

14, NX 72267 (CPLs DONNELLY « WeFs (E).

15 NX 1886 CPL+ JANES: CeEe (E).

16, NX 5429 3GT. ARMSTRONG. R.JHe (E).

17 . NX 47465 CPLia STEVART. J.Aa (E) o

1, NX 2642 LIEUT. NeCLOY s JBe (3)

2. NX 54732 LIEUT. HOLLINGSWORTH» Le (G)e

(G) s Indicates for Services at Gorarl Creok.
(E) . Indicates for Services at Eora Creeke.

p———— LR e

2

- — : - — - | - ; L xf'-l
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO21851



AUSTRALIAN IMPE ~AL. FORCES « g o
' 2{1 Auﬂtr Inf- Bne

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HONOURS AND AWARDS »

On the 20th. Nov., 1942, "D" Coy took part in an attack on
a JAP position 2 miles In rear of the JAP forward troops North of
SOPUTA. The Coy was advancing in extended line during the first stage
of the attack when a LM: opened fire from 15 yds. range causing cas-
nalties on Sgte. Brown's immediate right and temporarily holding up the
advance. Sgt. Brown immediately leapt forward and with his Tommy Gun
killed the 3 JAP gunners in the position thus enabling the advance to
continue. Throughout the rest of the attack he showed outstanding
courage and dash and leadership. Later during the consolidation and
defenece on 21 Nove, he remained offensively deflant, engaged all
possible targets end was an inspiration to those nearby. T'or his
courage, leadership and vigorous offensive saction he is recommended
fﬂl" a }.‘I.I';'I.

NX 4172, PTE. STEPHAN V.
FOR M, M, ™

pte. Stephan is a Stretcher Bearer attached to "D" Coy.
During the attack in the rear of the Jap position on 20 Nov., 1942,
the Coy had 12 casualtles. Pte. Stephan on all occasions attended to
the wounded under heavy fire. On one occasion two men were wounded
close together by & LM: which continued to fire. Pte Stephan unhes-
i{tatingly went in between them and attended to thelr wounds, and
helped them to crawl back ignoring the enemy fire with complete dise
regard for his personal safety. For hls courage and devotion to duty
he is recommended for a MM,

NX 45263, PTE, VARNUM A.J.
FOR DCM.

During the night 20/21 Nov., 1942, the remmants of, A, and D.
Coys consolidated in a defensive pesition 2 mls In the rear of the
Jap forward area. During the night and early the following morning
the Japs who were around the position on the North East and West
attacked on many occasions with LMis., Snipers and Grenades and bayonets
gradually reducing the garrison from 70 to 24 effectives. Pte Varnum
was on the West flank and by 1000 hrs was the only uwnwounded man along
30 yds of perimetre and was facing a Hotchklss MMG sited 15 yds
away. Ho was himself wounded in the shoulder at the time but remained
at his post and kept his Bren gun in action xkm ften (10) hours untill
dark. He continued to give valuable supporting flre to our forward
elements, who were being hard pressed whenever he Wwas called oy to do scC

For kixx his resolute courage and devotion to duty he ls re commended
ffor & DCM. .

NX 68683 PTE. SOLTAN E,.
FOR M.M.

On night 20/21 Nov., after A. and D. Coys had attacle d Jap
positions in the rear 4 mls north of Soputa, the Coy occupled &
defenslve position astride the main track. During the occupation Pte.
Joltan was wounded in the leg which was badly fractured. His wound
was bandaged, but no splints were available and he was placed wilth
other wounded in a central ares, The position then came under heavy
fipre from the right flank and Pte Soltan dragged himself a distance of
15 yds. towards the threatened flank so that he could take up a flre
position and «ssist his comrades in the defence. All the night and
following day Pte. Soltan lay out in his exposed position which was
continually swept by enemy fire at close ranges. During this period
Pte. Soltan wag of valuable asslistance to the defence in pasating X
messages and amrmnition along the line and reporting enemy movements
as he saw them. Whilst thus deliberately exposing himself he was
twice more wounded in the other leg and his body. Throughout the
actionhe continuously urged his comrades to aggressive actlions and was
an inspiration to those about hims For hls courage and devotion ©o
duty he 18 recommended for the M.M.

47
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCES. 2/1 Aust.Inf.Bn.
ﬁsﬁﬂ ONOURS AND AWARDS o
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REC OMVENDATIONS

On the 20 Nov 42 2/1 Bn were held up by enemy
forces approximately 2 mls North of SOPUTA. B. Coy endeavoured
‘to move around their left end succeeded in driving the enemy's
flank a short distance, bulbl the Coy was eventually dugiR€x held up
by strong Jupan:-se forces and sufiered very heavy Cas.aliicse.

The Japanese positions were only 8 to 35 yds from our own,
Distences subsequenily mea.ured,.

S/Sgt. Hill:.r is the Coy Quarter-Master Sgt. and was in
position at Coy HQ with the Coy Comdr, Lieut. Prior. HNo kaxx
rations having arrived he had no delinite dulies w0 do.

At approxinately 1100 hrs il was feynrted that Ple.
Lollback was severely wounded in the shoulder and could noi move
without assistance. 8/Sgt. Miller went forward znd brought
Lollback out under hneavy fire, J..at.ar Cpl. Benson was shol through
the stomach in & forw rd and exposed position, and &s the arca
was under heavy fire, and the approach was across an area bare of
cover it wis considered by the Coy Comdr, impos slble}}fll:;} during
daylight. His cries were demoralising to our own troops and must
hy e been giveéng sa.isfaction to the enmy, andS/Sgt. Miller
volunteered to theCoy Comdr. .o try and reacn aim end administer
Morphia., He then went forward under heavy rifle and LIG fire and
reached Benson, gave him Morphia and dressed his wounds. He then
ceme vack and had a atretcha; made, and with the stretlche r,bearer,
Cpl. Kemsley, and dragging the stélcher slowly and arduousiy,
crawled for 20 minutes back to Benson, and brought him dat
despite enemy fire. Later in the day Cpi Benson died &t ADS
SOPUTA, At 1900 hrs Cpl., Ward wes wounded in the knee and
S/Sgt. Miller again went forward under fire and helped him out.
on all of the above occasions and during the whole action, 8/Sgt.
¥iller showed & complete disregard for his personal safety and
conspicuous gallantry and courage in the face of enemy fire Iar
peyond the call of his provisional duly as & CwiiS. His conauct
was an inspirsaijon to all ana nis acuionsg are worthy of the highest
praise., All of the wounded men were aibgequently evacuated in ule

hours of darknezs on the night 20/21 Nov,
Accordingly he is recommended for the VICTORIA CROSS.,

45,
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AUSTBALIAN IMPER™ T -FORCES.  .2/1-Aust, -

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HONOURS AND AWARDS .

NX 68372 CPL. ALBANESE R.H.
FOR M.M. (Periodic).

At approx. 1000 hrs 20 Nov, 1942, 2/1 Bn encountered stiff
reslstance astride the main track 2 miles north of Soputa. A. and D
Coys were detalled to make a wide and deep flanking movement on the lefte.
During this advance Cpl. Albanese did excellent work in scouting forward
and carrylng out various reccess eventually leading the whole force close
up on the Jap positions 4 miles North of Soputa unknown to the enemy, so
that our forces were able to launch a suceeasful attack, gaining complete
surprise, During the attack Cpl. Albanese moved with: the forsmost troons
and distinguished himself by the completely cocol manner and dellberation
he displayed in choosing the targets for his grenades and TSMx and
continuing the advance right on t hrough the Jap pesitions deaplte the
heavy volume of fire which was eventually brought to bear on hls Coy. Late
in the econsolidation and defence of the two Coys' defensive position
astride the main track. Cpl. Albanese played an outstanding part in the
defence. Althoursh the position was almost continuously swept by mortar,
M3 and rifle fire, pinning the defenders down. Cpl. Albanese with complete
disregard £o the dangers on all sides managed to crawl from point to point
wherever the threat was greatest. Here agaln he was an inspiration to
those near him by the fearless way in which on many occasions he stood up
and tock deliberate aim at the advancing Japs also giving fire orders
and controlling those around him, Cpl. Albanese displayed great gualities
of courage initiative and coolness and his conduct throuchout the whole
action was of the highest order which set a splendid example.,

& & B O 8 B 8 WS

NX 11558Bs  CPLis LEDDEN"®* JsPs
FOR M.M. (Periodice.

Cpl. Ledden of the A/A Pln. accompanied A. and D. Coys when they
attacked Jap posltlions in the rear, 4 miles North of Soputa at 1850 Rrs .
20th. Nov. 1942. During the attack Cpl. L.edden moved with the foremost
troops although it was not necessary for him to do sos In the attack he
displayed great qualitles of courage and initiatlive and was seen throwing
crenades and usinz his TSM: to great effect at close guarters with the
enemy despite the fact that the whole area was continuously swept by fire,
During the consolidation on the main track which was carried out under fire
and with difficudtty, Cpl. Ledden =m was of considerable asslstance to the
Commanders in carrying out recces of a dangerous nature and reported the
movements of bodies of our troops as they occurred. During the night
20/21 Nove. 1942 and all the following day the defensive position was
subject to terriflc pressure and was attacked on many occaslons. Cple
Ledden played an outstending part in the defence, firstly on the West
flank until his TSMG was put out of action by enemy flre and later
on the East side where by & long and arduocus crawl over bullet swept
sround he was able to obtain a Bren LM: from a dead man's position,
occupy & position of vantage and use thils weapon with great effect., Throu-
ghout the whole actlion Cpl. Ledden was active and vigorous to an unusual

- degree, he continuously urged his comrades to aggressive action. It is
definitelyknown that Cpl. Ledden personally killed 8 Japs and is thought ¥«
have accounted for many others. By his initlative, courage and devotion to
duty he set a splendid example and was an Inspiration to those near him,

seloebosbocsones

7
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| .. . AUSTRALTAN .T'™ERIAL FORCES. __2/1 Au . Inf. Bns
NX 47465. Cpl. STEWART B oo L T S
"~ J.A. RECOMMENDATIONS POR HONOURS AND AWARDS.

e ——

FOR MM,

Cpl. Stewart was comdre. of No. 1 Sec. Pnr Pl. during the Port Moresby-
Sananander campalgn when 1t was organised as a rifle platoon. At Eora Ck
on 23 Oct 43, a strong Jap position was encountered and the Pnr Pl were
ordered to climb the ridge on the left, locate the enemy's flank and att-
ack down the ridge. Cpl. Stewart's section went forward and encountered
enemy, Including an ¥MM:r post,

By this time the Sec. had dost one killed and one wounded. Cpl.
Stewart hurled a grenade and dashed forward to the MM> firing his Tommy
Gun, and was wounded in doing so. They succeeded ‘n wiping out the crew
and covered ke by part of the Sec. put the Hotechkiss gun out of actlon,
holding their ground for approximately 10 minutes, againsti Jap pressure,
during which period they lost another killed and another wounded, leaving
only two fit am&xthe men. Having compbeted his destructlion of the gun
end the Jap pressure developing, Cpl. Stewart withdrew, covered by the
fit men, and himself asgsisting a wounded man.

During this action, Cpl. Stewart acted with determlination &nd courage,
and by his splendid sxample inspired his sectlon to carry ocut a fearless
‘and successful attack with a small force on & well prepared enemy poslition,.

NX 54732, Lisut. HOLLINGWCRTH L. ', FOR MC.,

Lieut. Hollingworth was a Pdatoon Comdr, during the ONVEN STANLEY
Campaign. On 23 Oct. D. Coy were engaged on & deep patrol directed on
ALOLA. Lieut. Hollingworth's Pl. was leading the Coy when a strong
Jap pesition was encountered on the high rldge above ALOLA. The Coy
became committed and suffered casualties, out 17 Pl. by a bold counter
attack enabled the Coy to break contact. Lieut. Hollingworth, by his
perfect control of the Pl. was able to execute a most difficult manoeuvre
in thick jungle in the face of enemy fire. |

From 27 to 29 Oct. D. Coy was 1n pesition on the left flank of the Bn
on EORA ZRXXBFRIDCE and in close contact with the enemy. Patrols were
carried out daily by 17 Pl, and frequent skirmishes occurred with Jap
patrols, where casualties were inflicted. Lieut. Hollingworth led hils Pl.
on all these occasiong with skill and determination, On the 28 Nov. Lieute.
Hollingworth was wounded In the leg by a mortar splinter. Aféer having
his wound dressed at the RAP he requested to remsin with his Pl. which he
did.

At GORARI on 10 Nov. D. Coy attacked Jap position astride the Kokoda
treck. Lieut. Hollingworth was then Pl. Comdr of 16 Pl, which was forward
Pl. in the attack. The attack was successful, and 16 Pl. explolited this
success and crossed the track, where they came under very heevy flire from
atronger Jap positions. The ground was most exposed, and the Pl. suffered
many casualties, but remained flirm and held their ground until the Coy
Comdr., ordered them to withdraw. Here again Lieut. Hollingworth displayed
great quallbies of coolness and leaderhlp in carrying out these movements and
bringing back his wounded, although the whole area was belng swept by I
and rifle fire. _

On 20 Nove A. and D. Coys attacked Jap positions 2 mls in the rear of
forward tps North of Soputa. The attack was at dusk, and a rach superior
force was encountered. Taking full advantage of surprise the attackers
cleaned out the position and exploited to the 3 puta-Sananander road, where
_they consolidated in a perimeter. During the attack Lileut. Hollingworth led
his men without regard for his personal safety, and although he recelved
a bullet wound in the arm, remained at his post and was comspicuous during
the consolidation by the fearless way he moved about in the face of enemy
fire, organising the defence in his locallty. Three other officers and many
ORs in his Coy were killed during thisaction, including the Coy Comdr.
and 2 1/c¢. Lieut. Hollingworth collected the remmants of the Coy and
re=organised the position and though on the following day the positlon
was surrounded and continucusly attacked by & much larger Jap force, 1t was
successfully . g?nded.

Through the Campaign, Lieut. Hollingworth was outstanding as a
splendid example of coolness and courage, resolution and leadership.

w0 % B e " 5B
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AUSTRALIAN M "RIAL FORCES.
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HONOURS AND AWARDS .

Sgt. Madigan was the senior Sgt. of the More. Pl. and from 22=28 Oct.
4% the Pl was in an e xposed but commandling position on the bare rddige
South of Eora Ck, which was constantly ujder fire from Jap mortars and
mountain gung, which caused many casualties in the platoon.

 On 26 0Oct 43, Lieut. Reardon, the Mortar Pl’ Comdr, was severely
wounded during a heavy bombardment,, Sgt. Madigan immediately went to thi=z
ris assistance and carried him to a medical post, desplte the continuous
fipe at thet time, and this action is consldered to have saved Lieut .

Reardon'!s life.

on 27 Oct. 42, whilst our riortar was firing, the Jap mountalin gun
made a direct hit on our mortar pit, blowing up the mortar, nortally woundirg
a Sgte. and wounding two others. Sgte Madigan quickly obtalned another
mortar and two men and carried on.

Whilst conducting the mortar firing by day, Sgte. Madlgan was con-
splecuous in volunteering every night to carry ammunition and bring back
wounded from the forward compeny areas, a journey of 4 to 5 hours,
1oaded both wayse His cheerfulness under such dreary and trying ctr-
cums tances was inspiring to all. :

on 28 Ock., Sgt. Madigan was firing the mortar, mhen the fourteenth
round prematurely exploded, kllling one of the detachment and auas ing
Sgte Madigan severe concussion and bleeding from the ears etc., He was
evacucted on a stretcher to the Fd Ambulance. Arrangements had teen
made Ffor him to be evacuated to NORESBY, but he paraded himself and
persuaded the MO to allow him to rejoin hls wnit, which was then four
days! march forward., He did joing the unit on 8 Nov 42, and did splendld
work at GORARI, during the three days action there.

On 28 Nov, on the Soputa=Sananander track, Sgt. Madigan went forward
to bring mortar fire on to Jap posltions. As the visibility was so extreme=
1y limited, he took his telephone and one escort forward of our forward
section positions, in order to range his rortars judged by the sound of
the Japanesze squealing on being hit. He succeeded in ranging in this
manner, but zrmx it enabled the Japs to direct their small arms fire onto
his position, as they apparently could hear his range corrections loudly
spoken over the démp D.S. phones. lle continued this practice dally until
1 Dec. and directed the fire of over 400 rounds during this périod.

Throughout the campalgn, Sgt. Modigan showed outstanding qualitiex
of bravery and leadership. His conduct was an inspiration to his platoon,
and & splendid example of unsparing effort and courage far beyond the

call of dutye.

«a " 88

53.
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2/1 Aust, Inf. Bn.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HONORS AND AWARDS.
REASONS FOR MENTION IN DESPATCHES,

1. Lieut. McCloye Lsadership of Plne. in Eora Creek attack and Gorarl
Creek attack on East Bank.

2e A/Cple Iunt During "C" Coy. att.ck at Eora Creek. Lieut.

‘Poll S Pllie was held upe Hunt worked round and kllled 2 snipers and
grenadlers enabling the FPln. to get out. Later killed in same attack.

e Liesute. Hollingsworthe
DY Coy near Alola on the 24th Oct., 1942, Pln.

surrounded and Lieut) Hollingsworth coolly withdrew it. At Corarl
Creek on 1llth Nov,, 1942, he put in a gocd attacke There were heavy
Casualties but he did not withdraw untlil ordered.

4. Cple Graham,

"D" Coy at CGorari Creek, brought out wounded men
under fire when all section were killed or wounded and self wounded
in shoulder slightlye.
S5¢ Lieut. I'rew, At Erora Creek. Pln, Comd, of "3" Coy. EHe was sent
"orward to pa rol and dlscovered enemy smiper and sheot him, Although
wounded himself he was a good example, It was a very sbteep hlll and
a difficult situation,

6. CEI' nakere p

"A" Coy S. B. When Lieut. 3lakiston's Pln, was
being constantly sniped, (4X - 2W), 3aker attended to wounded esach time
ah great personal risk,

7 GIth Sandersone
Gallant leadership of Coy during attack at Hora
Creek, firing until he was k&lled. :

8e SEt. Millere
Initiative and skill d@using 2 mortar shoots from
Pioneer Pln. position in support of B. Coye

Oe ClEt- Baﬂhz .
Gallant ieadesship ol Coye. in frontal attack across
bridges at Eora Creeks

10, Pte, lMcIntyres.
During "D" Coy's attack at Corarl Creek, brought

out Pte., Armstrong ( mortally wounded) . When Ramsay killed walted
until Lieute. Wiseman arrived then got him out.

11 ™ ChEt » COXe
Recce of bridge just before "C" Coy's. attack

at Rors Creek. Ceneral service a§ Adjt.
12, Pte, Johnstones

"G" Coy's. runner at Gorarl Creeke During operatlon
went to each Plne = Section under fire = Devotlon to Dutye.

13. Lisut. Bﬂd!.

Offensive action and leadershlp = dogged defence =
advanced zrounde "B" Coye., Templeton's Crossing, Eora Creek and
Gorarl Creok.

14, Cpl. Donnelly.

E "AT" coy's attackat Eora Crecks. V¥ery active with
grenades and T.S./.5s in attacking enemy and getting his section
withdrawn.

15+ Cple James,
resolute = cools

16, Sgte Armalronge :
Splendid leadership in attack on Gorari Creck Im
skkaxkxonx® Bridgehead, Pln, killed 19 Japs. and captured 1 prisoner.

17 CEI- Stewart. 2

Pioneer Plnes above Eora Creck = of fensive action =
knocked out M.M.G. Post, killed 5 Japs with grenades and withdrew
aaepi&n.

"D" Coye near Alola - killed & Japse = good soldler

i —
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; ..-;’?ﬂ WX 17091, Padre . .

|, Charles Willlam Jonph CUNNINGHAM,
.-“' t :

Il
_;-:-1.%.:- m 2'? October, 1942, Padre C. Cunningham
ma this unit, 'ma Ih. was then holding a HeBeEo
idge head at EORA CREEK, and the Japs were P
> dding high ground in fromt. “rom this mait-cmm
/" 4ion he braught mortar fire onto our area,
causing casualtlies and making work diff‘icult.
- These condlilons lasted seven davs and
Father Cunningham was untiring in his efforss
to help the wounded, comfomt the dving and
bary the dead, m:aﬂdle..m of creed, in extrens
ely difficult almmtanceh e physically
ésslsted at night in the evacuation of atpetcuer

coses across the submer ed bridge where courag
and strength were reguired.

He accompanied the Pne on its forced mmrah

o GORARI and whilst the Pnes was holding the
bridge 'position there, was again outstanding .
In hls devotlion to duty, generally organising
‘e RAP personnel and ralsing thelr morale by
2ls cheerful courage and splendid examples
| He was without sleep ror three days and

. two nights 1n srder to help patients who could

mt oe wamm owing L0 Jape. puatrols around

Lt @l

mr umition anc. who required constant attention
mrin,_; to chest wounds etce The RAP area in

this position was also wnder intermittent mortar

aml amll arms fire, IHls services were essenbts
a8, of the RAF Staff, three had previousl
e Py Mgy g and 2 wounded whilst

I‘!.'u.' Clpt' I CQM@I]., M.C" wad very sieck ati
the tiﬂ.

Attached 1s letter from 21 Bdee Hele

St
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20 pect 42, 1610 hrs., Orders to A. Coy o try and knock out enamy Iliz with 2%
!Ennfﬁi. mortar, 1645 hrs A. CoOY commenced shoot. 1740 hrs D. Coy now in
Ce. Coys position. C. COY approximately 500 yds further on. ligx

1745 Brigadiert's Conference. (See Page 6 of Japanese casualties).

21 Oct 42. gxfix 0615 hrs C.0. went forwagd to 1A, 0725 hrs De Coy Treportis
WITHY pulling out. A, Coy reports Coy HG @on® to centre
Plato~n &0 yds forward, C. Coy reports that they have
consected 2/2 Bm and our D, Coy. B, Coy contacted Coys
of 2/2 Bn at 0915 hrs wnd expects to move forward 0930 hrs.
0957 hrs our mortar commenced firing. 1005 hrs B, Coy now
/ going foreard, 1200 hrs B. Coy moves 600 yds*
Men on the forward ground acting as patrols. De COY moving into
B. Coy's peeition. call from Bde. Message from GULLEN via. BERRELLL
¢, Coy to come in via Bn Ilu. As COy to move behind Be. Coy then
follows Bn 1330 hrs - C Coy movéng in . A. COY advancing along
treck. passing J ap positions - appearl to have been at least a Bne 1n
AT eA . B. Coy held up approximately 3000 from track. Two killed 4
wounded. Gun positions of Japs seen and it appears that it is a
mountein howitzer 9 shell cases and fus-s sent bafk. Lieut Nathan
and 3 ORs report o Bie Huse e Coy position behind Be COys On Easb
side of track, 1700 hrs reiging slightly. Water is approximately
800 yds behind B. Coy. RAP st waters unit not to advance beyond 1700
hours. Enemy strength estigated one Coy 3 IMGs 1 MMG. 1915 hrs.
Ae Coy could not attack before dark as whole unit had not arrived
c.0, decided to leave his attack until morning when D. Coy would arrive
as reserve., 2000 hrs - B Coy ordered to find out if enemy 18 still
present, Pending which A. Coy will be told tomorrow to out-glank
enemy. 20000 hrs edvice received akx#fxx 2/3 Bn has contacted on
position on crest, slso That Coy of 2/2 Bn would be patrolling down
+he hill to contact us leaving 0730 hrs. Capt. Sanderson informed.

( 1200 hrs - CO's Confe rence with Briz. Lloyd - Stevenson madidger

( yrexmxk and Dawson present. Brigadier decided to move forward as
enemy appeared to have gone. #/1 Bn on axis main track less C. and
D. Coys. with B. Coy advance guard., Two Coys of 2/3 Bn, whole of

( 2/2 Bn move on top of ridge above main track .

20 Qet 42, ¢.0. went forward 0625 hrs to contact BxIxtzA. PIHA . PI1HA
to see if enemny gtill in position. Jape appear to have gone. Weatlher
very cold, 0745 hrs - A. COY went forward aa venguard. 0840 hrs,.
D. Coy arrived. 0850 hrs - Brigadier arrived. 0905 hrs - B Coy
patrol area between HORA CREEK and AIOIA (high feature) . D. CO¥
now to become vanguard. gkirt BORA CREEK village and limit of
exploitation ALOLA. 1000 hrs - B. Coy patrols set oute. 1030 hrs -
D, Coy left main track. to cut behind village. 1110 hrs - Contact
2/% Bn on main track. 1140 - arrived above EORA CREEK village., Bnemy
nolding up 2/3 Bne. 1215 - A. Coy left to go around village up
ridge and hit Jap on flank. 2/3 Bn have a Coy moving %o right flank.
Enemy estimated at one COy. 1430 hrs - C Coy arrives. 1445-1530 hrs.
Jap mortar and gun firing. Threekilled 7 wounded, 2 subsequently
died. Quiet until 1750 hrs when CULLEN end STEVENSAEN went forward.
They were fired on by MNGS and howitsers. Decided 2/% Bn establish
bridgehead alross creek., Then C. and B. Coys g0 across akx 1630 xhraX
at (0630 hrs on 23 Oct 42, 2/3 Bn going at night and they will go
ras far as possible. C.0» copsiders attack could not get along in
foce of opposition known to be covering the crossings a8 reported
by Capt. Galle 2/3 Bn, C.0. wanis 0. €oy 2/% Bn and A Coy 2/1 Bn
time to mut in their attacx. Opposition - 2 LNGS and 1 mortsar
treined pn bridge and track. jill do as best we csn with mortar.
Considers plen tactically unsound. Capt. Galle will provide guides
at 0430 hrs. Capt. Galle will also try and find out where night
hand gun is situated Tor our mortars., Hy Coy not here .
The following promotions are advised :-
Capt. Golding to be Acting Ma jor.
W.0.s Carter and Gosnell. Sgtz Dyer, Johnson
Brown, and Gotts to be Acting Lisuts. Dates not
knowm .

5z
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RECOMMENDAT IONS FOR HONORS AND -AWARDS .

l. During the actions in around Soputa the following persons distinguished

themselves and 1t 318 recormended that they be Mentioned iIn Despatches for
thelr services, |

NX 2776 LIEUTs. DYERe J%
NX 47313 CPL. KENSLEY. W.J.
§¥X 1315 SGT. MADIGANs E.S.

2+ The names are in order of priority.

=

For Mention in Despatchess

Lieut. er.
Conslstently good leadership and control. Determined in all actions
and cool and reaomrceful.

Cple. Kemsley.
BEreEnEar 3earer, (see 53/Sgts Miller's recommendation for V.C.=)

Cpl. Kemsley went out with him and brought in Cpl. Bé@Son. Worked under
fire on several occasions, .

3 t. Haﬂ.i E-H- | -
Wortar Sgte. Carried .out many shootse Very effective agalnst

enemy positions from forward O, P's. Always keen - efficient, cheerful
and brave,

s
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24 0ct 42  Heavy rain felf at night and it was very codd. One IliG destroyed by
Contd, mortar fire.

25 Oet 42, 0600 hrs, - Mail arrived with rations, Enemy still in position.
B 0945 hrs = Two aircraft straffed enemy positions,.
1045 hrs - Enemy mortar agsin firing,
1230 hrs - Lieut. Gosnell went out to guard our rear with a patrol,
B. Coy Pl . Patrol reported back. Extremely exhausted.
1300mhrs - Pioneer Pl. reported having killed twe Japs and wounded onee.
1315 hrs - Stevenson is of opinion one Regt. of Japs holding ridge.
1600 hrs. 2/3 Bn eontacted D. Coy early after. D. Coy calling for
rations urgently,
Despateh 130 all avdlable to 2/3 Bn.
1400 hrs - GR Pl. back. struck enemy but fld to findxQ%R%EX O.Pe
1700 hrs - Par Pl asked for 2" mortar. Very quiet all afternoon and
sunny all daye.
lMortar O.P. established East wide of bridgze. Hopt to shoot on 26 October.
1825 hrs, - Enemy mortar opened up, z2lso MG.
Have Hewetson resdy betwddn 0900 and 1000 hrs to contact Randall's Pl.
East bank, Get Tooher on Jap casualties and Jap maps,

26 Oct 42, Spasmodic rifle fire during the night, Heavy rain fell,
0600 hrs - Enemy reported still in position.
0715 hrs - Qut mortar opened up on enemy.
0730 hrs - Enemy nortar opened up and inflicted cammalties on our crew, so
mortar position changed, D. COy, 2 Pls A. CO¥e, 13 Ple Co COys back at
Bde. Pior taking over C. Coye. Wiseman taking over A. Coye. -
It was decided that more offensive action should be tsken as a distraction
to the enmey in this area.
A 3" morgar shoot was “rranged. 2" mortar to be used from Pionser Pls
position. Sgt. Miller took up 2" nortar, 24 bombs, 12 grenades and brens
and fired at enemy. Results not observed, B. Coy Pls fire undubtedly fell in
positions occupied by Jap.
1100 hrs, = Be. Coy fireé 5 rounds per mang one mag. per bren at known emx
enemy positions, which it is hoped causcd casuslties. C.0. zdvised
D. Coy lmzsxiwoxmmm returns less two men missing, Advising they nearly
reached AIOIA and killed 6 Japs. Se Capt. Simpson's report attached,
Lieut, MeCloy with 17 men after his C. Coy attack wmeht to the lef't and
Joined D, Coy further up the rL‘gﬂm
1500 hrs, Lieut, Nathan went out"on 55 hr patrol down East side of river.
(1{ To find a crossing where enemy could be attacked from rear.
(2) To interrupt Jap supply lines,
Two Pls A, Coy returned, these lo=t contact with Capt. Ssnderson oa his
attack, and later joined D. Coy up the river.
See Lieut, Blekiston's report. All thess personnel are bengng re-rationed
and ammunitioned by Mejor Miller and sent back to Bn after a night's rest,
1500 hrs, Brigedier arrives. Capt. Barelay found. All quiet uhtil 1530 hrs
when small arms fire wes heard,

1515, Nountain gun opened up new position on ridge just above B. Coye
firing at old Bn.Hy. Time of flight of round 2 sees., Probable explenation
Pf chopping noise heasrd last two days in making track uphill for gun.

1600. Jap rifles and amn collected in area and sent to B, Coy who are using
them for firing at enemy positions intermittently.

Bridge washed aw:y making crossing difficult.

Capt., Burrell back, Fisher to replace Iong as L.0. Capt. Simpson came
back with B. Coy. 4/Cpl. Riches and Pte Burns have been picked up bagk

at 7 Div, camp and will be charged with descrtion,

1830 hrs, Enemy dropped 6 mortar bombs on BHy 2 casualties,.

27 Oet 42, 0400 hrs, Fusillade of shots hesrd,
0700 hrs - C.0. and Adjt. went forward to C. Coy.

0745 hrs - PIHA reported enemy shifted. PIHA to advance 500 yds along
track. WORA to advance along ridge on top.

0930 hrs - D. Coy commene-d to arrive.

1100 hrs - Report from B, Coy patrol. Gone on 500 yis have struck party
of 20 Japs.

1100 hrs, Two Pls B. Coy to 2o forward and assist patrol.
B, Coy to move forward from recerve to B. Coy position,
C. Coy should come down on left, Firing heard from. C. Coy posn (Jap).

And Runners snent up to see what is happening, C. Coy encounter Japs
when coming down., One men wounded ,

éa‘ Meil arrived,
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. -furwaruuun recce
' in fell early, moonlight at 0330 hrs. Ce0e went _
= ﬂ'ut = EE bridge. 6400 hrs. C Coy went forwerd o 0645 hrs Brigadier

.prived. Intermittent fire heard at night. 0630 to 0830 hrs - small
arms ond morter fire can he heard; Bitter fighing going on Xk -

Iowitzer used by enemye.
0815 hrs, 1 Platoon B. Coy tried to get communications with C. Coye

ction got acrosSSe.

ggg5sﬁrs. G.Eﬁ tried to zo down and establish BHy forward but MG
fire prevented it. IL W8S then necessary to go back round the tracke.
1120 hrse. C.0., betwcen two bridges. :
1140 hrs. Contaeted nde and Major Miller. Some mortar fire on South
feature. Bde advise Capt. Lysazht uv/e 2/1.
1150 hrs, Lieut. Pollitt, C. Coy. repobts. to C.0. between two bridges -
alleged party of 40 to 50 Japs about tO patﬂul_nur faa?ura after
effecting crossing of river north of second bridge. This is only &
supposition as Jsps were ohly seen moving North on Westside of creek.
¢.0, is of the opinion Japs are moving out NOT doing offensive patrdl.
1230 hrs, B. Coy. continue to move along main track. Jap appears to
have gone although he has still fired several mortar shedls and

gsnipers active along track., Known casudlties of the 23rd, 5 Offieers
Killed, 1 Officer wounded, 17 ORs killed. 25 ORs woundeds

B, Coy not using the track. Crossing a small stream just below its
junction with a larger stream near the bridge. B Coy with C.0s

Hy Coy still missing.

1330 hrs - lioving on the track and sew where Be. COY had contacted
enemy. A lot of our dead about. Collected information from dead
bodies and sent back to Bde.

1400 hrs - Struck enemy 400 yards North of bridge using 11iGs. Be.COY.
Bxx@my asksxRUERXaEEISLANTE Asked for assistance fron Bde and one

Coy 2/3 Bn sent out.

only B. Coy and Pionerr Platoon and some Sigs with BnHQ. OnePlatoon
C., Coy that was left remains as a platoon in A. COY.

1615 hrs - Pioncer Platoon started to 320 round on left flank.

1625 hrs - Two men arrived from Transit Camp just when we were in

a ticklish spot and looking for D. COY e

1615 hrs. Coy under Capt. Lysaght arrived with 2/TuMGS.

1800 hrs = More firing and grenades seenm to indicate Lieut., Lainey
has got among the Japs. Rain falling. |
1845 hrs - West and Stuart reported going back from Pionecer Pl.
slightly wounded. after imockihg four men operatng a INMG. They were

driven out.
" 1805 hrs - Major Baines arrived. Still fizhting until dgri. Might

firine hesrd of intarvals during the night. Ceasualties 23 rd Oct.

2 Officers killed.,

24 Qctaz, 0545 hrs - Stand-to. x@f%
0630 hrs - C.0. went forward to B. Coy. Two patrols from B. Coy
zone out. Small groups of Japs still about.
0815 hrs - Pioneer Pl, jushed round on left flenk. Also onall,
B. Coy. 2/3 Bn, Rations arrived during the night. Ammanition &t
first light.
0900 hrs - Three enemy mortars fired. B.H{ caught us up. Details of
Ae., C. and D, Coys orgenised under Capt. Prior. Lisut. Brown attached
to him. 0.0. considers enemy in some strength on ridge furthar back.
Gun seems to be in ssme position but morter moved backe. C.0. wants
astrong force sent round left flank and doems it improbable that the
opposition will shift end asks That two coys be sent oute.
0950 hrs - B. Coy 2/3 Bn. sent out to go round. Another Coy 2/2 Bn
also going around as well. tia
1000 hrs. Two GRS sent out to try and find“Wefef 0.P. |
1030 hrs. - Composition Pl. under Pdor and Brown sef out umz for
high ground on right flank.
1105 hrs - 12 Pl, of B. Coy arrive from pight pwkxat flanke.
1130 hrs - Commence mortar again - epparently trying to get into
this area. C. Coy of 2/3 Bn arrive.
1200 hrs - Colonel Stemenson pass through.
1415 hrs, Stevenson in position on top - expectsf to attack 1600 hes.
Lieut. Frew wounded. All guiet ubhtil 1520 when kortar fired again.
153@ohrs - Reported that 2/3 Bn has contacted enemey and were meking
headway slowly.

1600 hrs - Brigadier arrived - nothing doing - few mortar bombs at 1830.

S9.
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27 oet 42 B. Coy open fire Jap got IMG., Ritchie attacking, Miller—ieft

“Contd. and body going on high ground on left.

1200 hrs - Pnr Pl, reports Japg still in posifiion on spur. B. Coy
reports Japs still as stpoong ss was cxcept that he has moved rCack.
1210 hre - D. Coy reealled and sent up to rsinforce Cs Coy. To move
carefully down ridge and not zet down in the valley.. Heavy fighting
until 121$ hrs when it subsided. Casualties 4 wounded 1 killed.
Bridge being repaired by Sappers. It is comnsidored that the main force
of Jeps has withdrawn and left pockets of resistance.

1430 hre - Cun opened up firihg bn hill 20 rounds.

1445 hrs - B. Coy reported enemy in strength along ridge. Will require
a3 reserve in position Pnrs occupied in case Burrell and Simpson cannot
ahift them, _

1500/10 hrs - Fusillade of shots broke out - Pnr Pl., now withdrawn to
rosition held by Lieut. Gosneli. Gosnell now with C. CoYe

1600 hrs - Cs Coy reported B. Coy moving higher up the ridge in an
attempt to find another along to which to advance on the enemye

Lisut, Murray reported into B. Coye Lieut., Blakiston and two pls, of
Ae. Coy reported in to 0.C. Lieut. Prior. One Coy 2/2 Bn. is to place two
Pls up spur to protect unit's rear and one Pl. to remain on East side of
gstream to repiace Capt. Prior. Cs Coy to do 2" mortar shoot at 1630.
Ae. Coy now to place two pls to the left rear of B. Coye. and onePl,
between track and creek, acting as & reserve for B. Coy. and stopping

end gap between left-hand Pl. B. Coy and FPnr Fl, who are now three-
hundred yasrds up the ridge West of Bn HQ.

630 hrs. - Enemy nortar dropped 9 bombs at rear of our HQ.
1800 hrs - Qur 3" mortar commenced firing at 1745 hrs. Enemy 2
mortar firing on Bn.HQ,
, ' 1600 hrs - Simnson contacted enemey - losht 1 OR SxEitimdx and killed 5.
After firing 14 rounds our 3" mortar blew up killing 3. P

28 Oct 42, Rifle fire and grenades during night. It is now established from paprs
sent ba€k from us we have a TﬂR@ﬁRﬁBﬂ and an Engr Coy opposite us.

= 0800 hrs - Enemy mortsr opened up on our rear BHy firing several sheels.
020 hrs - All quiet until Whavy rifle fire and grenades were heard from
Be. Coy area - died down at 0930 hrs, Line bebwecn here and Bde cut.
Possiblp by enemy mortar fire, Cpl. Cameren from Sigs. gone oub to fix,
Gorimnicationsbetween D. and C. @pdy and BHQ. very bad owing to faulty
telephones,
1015/20 hrs - enemy using 2" mortar again on these Hys and again at 1100.
1100 hrs - Reported from C. Coy their ratrols to D. Coy contacted eneny

L at 0915 hrs, but fld to contact D. Coy. One QR wounded in the thigh by
Jép wearing aAustralisn him helmet camouflaged with leavesy . Ne Coy
reported move back 300 yds back towards C. Coy. His sizs wkre between

C. and D £Coys eut in three places. Yesterday he drove Japs out of
ﬁEﬂ&l position, |

1130 hrs - Small arms fire and grenade fire fierce for short peraod.

; 1230 hre = D. Coy reported shortly after reached new position, T

1 "hey
were attacked by a small force of Japs from oh top. Our casualties 1

killed, 2" mortar was being used in defence and blew up killing one and
wounding 4, Simpson considers Jap still patrolling between D. and(.
?gf@.] Enemy casuclties unknown,
~260 OI'Se Cs0e 1ssued instructions to D Coy to do s : ‘

. omnet sive
jiﬁoo/léﬁﬂ.hra - Fire fight between Byrmmixx » ; g rvm o iy

B. andC. Coys and Japs
jJaps expended a lot of ammunition., We are using x
/ . a2 11!
/{ possible, Tap using 2m x Jap ammunition where

frequently during the aftergoon,
41730 bhrs - Lisut, Nathan ret

_;i 1600 hrs - Fighting patrol und

. (We lost one man and jud ore being discovered,
' : e ging by sounds - enemy :
, ( fire froced Lieut, Wiseman back, Snemy lost sevemal, Very heavy

§7223uait;aﬂ t&ﬁ fthe fia oL THRNG graanide o 1 Gy 5 e o
¢ . eactler has been fine all ds e ol s e
3ec | " v bl day. Rations only Bulls
el and a few biscuits. Troops tired hut A ey :liﬂ 111é';e =

\ gjt‘&‘[lﬂdﬂﬂ 2arly part of night and then quiet,
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29 pet 42, ¢ O hrs - C. COy patrol out, |

= 0800 hrs - C. Coy report enemy moved out. Left pl. B« Coy report encmy
gunner and they have captured their post.
0830 hrs - Bmxxm¥x Bn to nove forward - D. and C. Coys nnridge.
A. and B, on axis of track, Then Hy Coy, BHQ.
Jsp positions prove to be a two Coy one, Mortar gun and MMGs well dug in,.
One of our corpses had steaks taken from his legs.,
1530 hrs - A and D Coys move forward fodlowed by C. and D, Casualties to date =-
36 killed 85 wounded Total 121,
After climbing for about an hour track commenced to run down.
1530 hrs = A, Coy seeing movement on spur shead (presumsebly AIOLA) .
Patrol was sent forward from A. Coy to try and find out what was doing.
Contact had beon lost with D. Coy which is moving inside on left.
1400mhrs - De. Coy contacted and has patrol ready to leave,
D. Coy ordered to take omkx up position 300 yds from A. Coye.
Ce Coy to be sent around on left to declare spur clear, Rain again
kept off, Mail arrived.
Rations light dn morning but amx a further issue made at 1230 hrs,

1730 hrs. - A_party of 8 Japs identified on ridge.
1380 hrs - Cnl?ﬂﬁigar dame %nrwaxﬁ and prumisadgtu send EMG. Rangetaker arrived

1820,
1830 hrs - Mist obscured target. Rangel7l5 yds.
Rain fell during the night.

30 Oct 42, 0600 hrs, @apt. Burrell reported that he was moving forward,

%‘3145111111'1?‘ - No enemy movement seen s0 pl. from A. Coy going forward upctke to
e .

x0¥45xExxxk 1005 hrs - All quiet until 1005 when firing heard in distance,
Semmx Sun has been out but mist hss come over and is quite coddd
Track ¢ontinues to run down to cereek where Bery bad log crossing is effected.
Two easy chair scen on the wayside,
1230 hrs - Still no contact with C. andD. Coys; The tradk leads around spur
on which Japs were seen last hight.
1245 hrs - D. Coy in touch by phone - half an hour's spell,
1345 hrs - Another 30 mins cdimb and AIOIA was resched.
Ce Coy went into AIOLA and reported Jap ammunition dump nearby.
1400 hrs, - Orders were received that two Cosy A. and B. under Capte.
Cattenrmsto mroceed to ISURAVA.
Bn less two Coys gerrison AIOLA. A water-fall is close by.
Brigadier's orders to Capt Catterns - We s e to be relieved unles  B. Coy
gets 1in trouble, Later follow to ABUARI.
1730 hrs - Capt. Catterns' force reach ISURAVA rest house. No oppositiohn
but place showed signs of recent occupation. Pushing on in murning.

Patrol from D, Coy reported in. D. Coy camping out sbout 1 and half hours
from AIOIA. Wall srrive in morning.
Retions Bully Beef, suger and some cheese,
Light rain fell during afternoon. ien are tired. but norale is hight,
D. Coy eamp on an old 53 Bn area. and found a considerable quantity of our
ammunition and cooking dishes whieh he salvaged
Night guiet and rain fell,
21 Oct 32, 0630 - B. Coy pushed on to ISURAVA @
0930 hrs - D. Coy arrived-established above drovni
area.,
0930 hrs - dropping commmnced, .pp o
1020 - Col Dunbar arrived.
Relief arrangements,
Two Coys 2/3> Bn going forward to take over from A. and
behind 2/3 Bn as a'backatup. 20 W e
5> drums of fuel oil found and = burner,
%’; Bn turned over a blower to us.
O hrs, Hy Coy , D Coy Bn.HQ and C. Coy =
. . . Yy set off. Ver SC8
StI‘BEtHl and agsain very steep ascent to ABAURI. Taydoe s ool
ﬁnr:zg persomnel transferred to C. Coye
: B., Cosy remsin &
s meal: I at river, Cooker = left there and both were given a

D. Coy got a hot meal -t lanch-time,
1800 hrs - Men allowed to light fires and a hot meal was cooked,

Lz
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=

> 6 0 stand -to.
Nb?"l = gﬂgﬁ hrs = A, andB., Coys leaving river, C. D. Hy and BnBy resting ﬁurng

- moTning,

Tobacco issue on. Ration issue,
1200 hrs - A. Coy started to arrive,
1320 hrs - C. Coy move forward followed by D. Coy, H§ Coy BHQ.
Approximately 1 and 3/4 mmxek hours merch gardens were found near brack
and troops gsthered vegetables , ymam yams and sweet poltoec,

. Mosguitoes are sgain noted. |
Valley below, men opening out. It is expected that KOKODA will be seen

shortly. A.
A. and B, Coys remained at ABUARI.
Tobacoo issue 3/4 ozs per man, Chocolate issue #@ 1/4 1b per man,
Rain fell st night,
Orders reoceived to march to MISSIMA in morming,

Nov 2 42, 0600 Staend down Sitnor.

it 0900 hrs - C.0. left with advanceparty.

0930 hrs 2 C Coy, HQ Coy BHYy and D. Coy.

An hrs march along failrly level going to MISSIMA, and we got first
good view of KOKODA vealley.

Aes Coy remeining here and another hrs merch along undulating country
brought us to KALIE overlooking the valley. &z0 Ce and D. coys
pushed on. B. Coy and Hy stayed here with BHQ.

Native gardens all sround and vegetables ere on for a neal,

Day has been very dry. i

Diahorrea is hitting the troops hard.

A census 1s taken reveals that at least 20 per cent of tps suffering
from what RMO considers due to diet effec doficiencies associated with
war Gﬂl‘d itiD“E »

1800 hrs. A further issue of a third of a 1lb. block chocolate, 4 and half
pkts of PKs. Mail arrived,

Bast of rations eaten to-night end tomorrow men start on energency rations and
vegetables they can zet, Half a Pkt of biseuits issued,
No rain all night- .

Nov 3 42y 0600 Sitnor, -
0715 hrs - First Coy commenced move to KOBARA.
First half hour very steep cdimb and then 1 and half hrs down hill,
Passing numerous val eys with vegetables growing, plenty of paw p ws and
cocoanuts.
1230 hres - Reached KOBARA. 2 hrs flat gzoing.
C. mmt D, H( and BHQ at KOBARA. A. Coy at crossroads. B. og muin track,
Coy to patrol a 1000 yds slong the track and B. Coy to send out a patrol and
contact 25 Bde at KOKODA.
Rations dropped by plane and were very hard to find owing to KUNAT grass.
Tps all carried vegetables from KAILE.
Light rain fell in afternoon.
Pessed through 2/2 Bn . 2/3 bn at KOBARA .
Bde noves on to QIVI.
2/3 Bn waiting for rations,

1330 hrs - Report that 2/2 Bn has struck
- 2K cnemy thi
Three mortar bombs h eard in distance, s side of OIVI.

Noo 4 42, Skandxx 0600 hrs - Stand-to. Sitnor,
0945 hrs - Dropping started,

1015 hrs - Report from B, Coy that THER fore _
1130 hrs - Two Cosy éC. and AEA e contacted 1900 hrs 3 Nov .

B- End 2 ¢ l Ht}
F Al v 1fe instructed to move to GORARI.

2/2 Bn pushing on and 2 copys to be resdy to move by 1500 hrs,

1245 Irs - Contacted Brigadier d
Division concurring. & and gave further plans subject to )

Responsibility of KOIODA valley paoged
WL : 3. ass to 25 Bdﬂ i : :
OIVI and KOKODA, 2/7 and 2/3% BnE g0ing along maigstrzgg'lzeﬂ A

along back track around to ILING, ¥ B go

?/2 Bn Pushing along slowing, but resistance heing met,
e have 70 extra natiges and and one 208 set attached,

1500 hrs - Bn eommenced nove from turn-off to KOKODA. D. Coy 1 Pl. went forward

Rations issued Were mNIMZEX - portion of todays and 2 days Bully Beef, biscutis

fruit, milk, salt sSussr
Hhid 4
o pﬁr’man. s Sug 1/4 Block of chocolate betwecen 2 men, Oneemergency

£z
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4.-Nov 42 3rd Militia Bn.'s position occupiel, Dropping cormmenced as unit moved out.
Contd, Doy has been very sunny and hote.and the the towops were cooking flat oute
| 1615 hrs - D. Coy forward followed by C. HY A. and B Coys. Two streams

erossed flowing very swiftly - approximately 2 ft deep. :
T‘?;Oﬂ hrs, Villege rcached and we had our first enntact with native villages

- d o
Hr&omaggg?r%nfgﬁge&y for the night as darkness was faellibg.

208 set sent bafk to village.
Rained very heavily during the night.

s, lstCoy moved off bearing approXe 150 degress. Only nativerad.

e gi}.éos ]::;pnrtad thgy could receive from Bde but Bde could not receive them.
Followed the track alldy day struck s eversl deserted villages andgradens.
1100 hrs, - In one deserted village five Australian bodiss were found on
stretchers - well decomposed. We buried them, They were the 2/1l6th and
2/14 Bn lads.

1700 hrs. Raining fairly heavily end camped the night.at junction
SORART-TLIND .
Recce patrol from A. Coy went forwsrd a 1000 yds and surpised tiree Japs

in jut, The Japs were firéd on think two were wounded. Jap mortar

opened up from 200 yds further back and our lads returned.

C.0. decided to seni Pl patrol at first light to semrch area and gain inforin-

ation,

It is his intention if possible to push on to IIAIMA.

Patrol under ILieut Blaskiston went out and found enemy had gZone.

Tps are very tired and process slow. However are they going to keep going,.

6 Nov 42. Sitnor,
C.0's Conference,
Aes Coy to stay here and do offensive patrolling and protect L. of C.
We are to get to ILIMD.
Gave order march S.T. 0830-
A. Coy to provide flank protection for us.
0630 hrs - Patrol found.D. Coy went approximately 1500 yie along ILIMO
track and found it clear.
0845 hrs - Patrol of A. Coy vamt out to secure even further shead until
Bn moves through,
A. Coy petrols towerds GORARI sg in and struck Jap 300 yds further along
the track, |\le lost no casualties,
Unit moved off to INEIMA. Very slow going only nativepad and enumerable
creecks and river crossings to be made,
Almost every village shows signs of having been ratted by the Japs.
1250 hrs - One large stream met which took 3 hrs to get unit across.
Half waiimd walded up to their necks, hhnging to a ereceper as the river was
flowing very fast., Eventually Pnrs got a bridge a€ross (WALLAPA].
A track also found leadingfrom WALLAFA to GORARI.
1500 hrs - Orders received by runner to secure and hold vicinity of GORARI
and ILIMA., Fatrolling South, Fast and West with a view to subsegquent contact
with 2/2 or 2/3 Bn plus Uncle Sam who was apparently making satisfactory
progress - Watech out for him, Runner sent back.

1530 hrs, = Unit pushed on towards ILIMA. Pafe fairly good now but
hold up numerous due to creeks.

1630 hrs, =~ Qur runner who has been ent back caught up with us and
reported he had seen a Jap patrol on theother side of the river and he

himself had been seen., Another runner scnt back with a section Ppom Be Coy
to mrotect him to Be Echelion.

Rain was now falling,

1730 hrs., Hult wes made for the wight and estimated distance 2 mls
from ILIM{L-

We are only rationed until tonight and C.0. is concerned about pushing
further withqut knowing his L. of C. is secure and that retions will I'each
us. Night quiet, Helted at 072896,

1 Nov 42, 0600 hrs - Stand-to. Sitnor.

0745 hrs, Patrols C. Coy smnt out ®o recce country between here and

%LIM;A - th eir object was to find where IIIMA is -and to find where tle
ap is;

0800 hrs - D, Coy sent patrol baek to WALLAPA and
yds on West of track,

B. Coy hes protective patrols forwerd.
é 0830 hrs - CO's conference. Pointed out pecition as he estimates 2 nls

200 yds beyond and 500

from ILIMA,
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8 Nov Contd, 1300 hrs. On quiet = Report from front 2/51 Bn held up.
Considers enemy Bn there,
2/25 Bn pesses through.
Some lentils issued today and the ladsx tps are still able
to light fires., and are buying Nig.er Twist from the
natives at sgixpence per stick,
Anything does for cigerette papers, but matiches are a
problem, Tps are very tired and appreciate spell allowcd
by 20 Bde going through with the altack. Nothing furkher
eventuated and tps se.tled down ait the track junction,

9 Nov 42, 0600 hrs = Very hecavy rain fell during the night. Sitnor,
Almost impossible to kcep water out and most tps are
ringning wel tnis morninge, Waiting &il morning.

Piece of cake and two biscuits issueds, PKs and tobacco
eand comforts.

1100 hrs = Word received tlmt 2/33 Bn h:d eached main
track and we were to move forward,

1145 his = Moved forward, Found 2/33 Bn had not reached
main track but were behind the enemgy, We are to move
around the 2/33 Bn an ifowmrde TLIMW end 3eCUre and picpass
s siditable dro ging grounde, Aircraft recogn tion signal
received from B Bue,

1600 hrs. B. Coy firea on crossing créek, no cagualties,
1645 ars = Struck 2/33 Bn who had met opposition,

2/35 Bn estimated main track was very close and that it
wag an ASC dump Japs were holdinge

Cede decided to @ East zoout 700 yds, and then turn North
and strike the main track, A, Coy to make their way ahead
‘and D, Coy to turn West and attack down the road approx-
imately 900 yds Bast € &an uncrossable river struck so
followed North on the West side.

1745 hrs = 2/33 Bn reported Japs were withdrawing East.
Apparently plaece was not GORARI and ne did not know if the
track was near, |

1800 hrs = Continuing,on, firing came from our flank,
Leading Pl, of A, Coy investigatling movement ahead, When
roadhead wis formed one Pl, of B, Coy and the GR’s under
Lieut, N« than were to recce Fastwards for likely
dropping ar<a as that was our task.

1830 hrs = A, Coy struck opposition and killied one

Japes Bivouac for the night. No rain fell during the day,
Booby treps mmi at bridge and sigs were out during the
night. Foudd we are on main BUNA Road,

Japs 5 dead 2 wounded,

iQ0 Nov 42. QA% xmxgxsx No rsin &t night. | _
0630 nrs - Snipers active from East bank of river,
Examinatisn of Jap position reveals bags of rice, wineal,

barrels fruit ‘and medical "stores. _
Pl, C Coy trying to cross river but having trouble since ©
0620 hrs. '

0745 hrs = D, Coy going forward - move down road. fnemy
23 sortering th-ose HQs. Quite heavy fire from in front.
- Dud 8% mortar fell in RAP '
0830 hrs = D, Coy reported they struck Jap immediately
after crosgdng road lﬂurth of "1t).
0930 hrs - Fighting wtill continaes on D. Coy’'s front,
0/3% on our left flank on tae track and report Jap &ppears
L0 be attempting to get rouudSouth thus cutting our tyack
and line of comunicationse.
1100 hrs = C, Coy /icross - One Pl, to meke strength eazch
- Bf side of creck crossings Obher Pl, to go across and

work north up Fast bank of river with object of clearing
Bact end of bridge and covering right flank of Bn positioxn
1100 hrs - D, Coy reported has had 15 casuslties. Unable
to make progress. Are in 1/4 circle forma ion with right
flank on North side of creeck and lcft flank astiride tke
track.e 150 Westi of bridge Japs are hold ng nignt ground

éé, cbove and North VWest of him and the cleared bivouac area

3 astride the track mnd West of D. Coye.
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‘. NOoY 42. Unit will remsin here till 2 pe.m. and if rations do not
Corid arrive then we will returp to WALLAPA and 200 yds beyond
and 500 yds on the lmftx VWest track.
Be. Coy has protectigye p&irols forward.
0830 hrs, CO’'s Conference, Pointed ou the position
as he estimated it, |
Approximately 2mls from ILIMO. Unitl will remsin till 2 p.m,.
here end if rations do not arrive then we will return to
WALLAPA, Based on here we will drive up o GORARI,
If rations arrive, fresa plans will be made. C. 04 is
warm=a about inter-communicaivion and feels he cannot go
forward until he knows our line of commu..icalidon is secure,
Men are in an exhausted condition but still keen, Those
not engeged on operationsl duties are wasning and shaving,
but very little sun penetrates into the jungle and it is
difficulkt to get their gear dry. A great number are still
gsuffering from dizhorrea,
1230 hrs, - C Coy patrol reported in and said track continucs
to lead as,. !
C.0. then decided that as rations had not come to push
- back to A, Coy’s area and aitiack tnal way and gave orders
to move ag far as the high ground, On the West side of the
river crogged the night before., The First Coy to move &t
1330 hrs. .
1300 h:se, - Rat ions came but C,0, senl Lhem back to the
~igh ground, 1330 hrs - Unit comunenced to move,
1630 hrs e All unit in position. M&il waiting and a
change of rations. Sausages, jam, butter, baked beans,
tinned vegetables, pilk and sugar. The tps thoughti it
wag Christmes but the ration only maae a small mouthful,
for them, on
Csde and Adjte have gone to B, Echelon .
Word received that Major Miller now Li. Colonel and
leaving ug immediately.
Sitrep from Bde points out 2/2 amd 2/3 Bns still engeged.,
Rain fell heevily during the night and everybod; wet,

8 Nov 42. 0600 hrs - Sitnot,

0730 hrs -~ Advance to Lainey®s Corner continued,

B.C., D. and HG Coys. |

0900 his = Qur aircrd ¢ seen flying over and shortly

af terwards bombing of enemy positions occurred,

our tps are feuling sironger tuis morninge. Bright
gsunshine in the d earing but no chance to dry anytning.
HAP has no Canlorodyne left.

1000 hrs = Arrived at the Junction and found the 20 Bde
there,

CeDe hag teed up an avtack en the enemy holding up

NAHU by pushing in C, and D, Coyse. However 31 Bn,

also arrived to do the ssme job thinking the 2/1 Bn had
gone forwzrd to ILIM . We now came u/c¢ 25 Bde temp.

25 Bde is to cut the track to ILIIO.

COe 8t present away secing Brig. EATHER.

Attack hanging fire until position clear, Enemy is &pprox-
imately 2000 yds down the track, Estimated
Eptakiighzd One Pl, Depth however unkmnown, A, Coy
approX imately 1500 yds down the tracke

1100 hrs.2/31 Bn under Colonel Miller moved down the
track to attack., 2/31 Bn to take GORARI and hold it,
3/1 Bn to pass through, turn Bast along main track and
pass on to IJLIMO. Remainder of the 25 Bde tumm West and
attack O0IVI fteature from the rcar,

120041300 hrs - 8,A, fire and mortar fire can be heard from
down the track,

L%
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dov 10 42. 1250 hrs - C. Coy got bridge across and 1 Pl. crossed
Contd, and movi ng North on Esst side of creek.

1545 hrs - 2/33 Bn report Jap pushing on his right flasEk
Asks usty be ready.
Rein falling. Bsattle going on. Jap guan firing.
1550 hrge = Battle quitened down. OQur Casualties
6 Killeds 21 Vounded and 5 back in action.
Jap Casuelties - 17.
D, Coy has been withdrawn South of road linking up with
B, and A Coys,. '
1530 hrs - C. Coy Pl on BAST side of river-auvanced
350 ) yds North but are held up. Killed 3 Japs and are
securing our right flank,
1830 hrs - Quitening down and m w quiet,
Rations errive - 1 Tinof Bully and &lmost l. pkt of
biscuits & man, 1/4 block of chocolate, milk and salt.
xR
0600 hrs,

Nov 11 42, Firing ooning from D, Coy®s front. No rain fell a. nigh
D. Coy report that during the night Jep patral
ceme into U, Coys area near the main treck at 1215 hrs.
Driven off, since then intermittent fire on boih sides.
One man sliBhtly wounded, Viounded ma&n declares
he bayoneted a Jap,
C.0. antid pates an a.tack on D, Coy., and has arranged
that € pls of B. Coy counter attack from D, Coy’s.
left flank, C. Coy coppletely move across the river,
Rxixsx 0730 hrs, - PatrolL of D, Coy move West, Soutn of
the road,, and found Japs 50 yds to the wes. of it.
One Jep casualiy.
0900 hrs - All C Coy have crossed river, Burrell pushig .
forwerd to road to where Gosnell’s Pl, is.
B. Coy patrol reached mm 2/33 Bn and now going te
contact 2/25 Bn,
Japs cut sige. wire on GORARI track. 2/25 Bn, state Jap
escaping them did tais.
1115 hrs - C, Coy ettack went in, Very successful,
20 Japs Killed 4 Wounded.
1300 hrs =2/25 Bn now came in to close the gap between
us and the 2/33, and attack feature Norih of D, Cove
Ds Coy reports ares cleaning up . B. Coy sent across
river to agsist D, Coy. Patrol of C., Coy met further
opposition 100 yds North &nd 200 yds Fast of track,
1400 hrs = 2 Pls of A, Coy sent North of creek on West
side, thus sccuring the bridge.,
1500 hrs = Area North of D, Coy now eclear of enemgy
patrol reporis, MNein river only 1l0Q yds from bridge,
No sign of whnere or how Japs got awaye. |
1530 hrs = Be. Coy and one pl, of C., Coy trying to get
rear of opposition C, Coy struck,
1600 hrs - Firing broke out again for & short periods
D, Coy moved East up the track and astride the track,
1700 hrg = B, Coy held up by snipers, B. Coy going
around on North side of track,
Two Coys of 2/31 going a&round south of @& emy.
1730 hrs = B, Coy again meking progress. From the
noise of bettle 2/31 must be coming in on top of
cnei Yo
1800 hrs = Japs are retiring down the track,
2/31 and ourselves still attacking,
1819 hrs = Battle raging fiercely in the last ten
minutes. |
Japsnese casualties 41 Killed, 1 prisoner,
OQur Casualties 6 killed, 12 wounded, 1 MWissging.
1840 hrs - Firng still going on, Hend grenaues
(10W QUILE Numerouds. :
Ap.&rently /31 Lot in behind Ja) area as & number
tashed East (some without rifles) into b, Coy who
killed 15 and a further four into C, Coy who were

é7 kKiitied, Hand to hand strugsle with Cpl, Ryder.

: Ryder won,. K& | .

No rain has fallen, night fine and quiet,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO21851



_ PAGE ' ,

Nov 12, 06C0 hrs - Sitnor., Enemy appears to have gone, Fires cane be
lit and &ll tps are flat out cooking breakfast,
0900 hrs « C.0's Conference - Rain falling.
Off. reposted,
Major Baines 2 i/c. Capt., Catterns HQ Coy.
Lieut, Lainey A, Coy. Lieut, Blskiston 2 i/c , Lieut, Murray.
Capt, Prior B. Coy - Lieut, Powell 2 i/c.
Capt. Burrell C, Coy - Lieut, Nathan 2 i/c.
Capt Simpson - D, Coy - Lieut, Wiseman 2 i/c,
GRs broken up = going into line Coys.
Vickers being disbaned except for one section - who can
m&n the gun,
2/1 Bn remained u/c 25 Bde until KUMUSI river reached,
Brigedier EATHER congratulates &ll rsnks u/c.
9 Emergency rations per man,
Boots urgently required ? sizes also.
1000 hrs = Capt, Burrell returning aftér C.0's conference
to Coy HQs found a Jap Officer whom he shot,
Rain now stopped,
Jap big gun found burried in many difierent places
approximately 2050 yds West of the track. It appears now
that Japs escaped by crossing main river to the North as
mules and horses have been found stranded on islande in the
stream suggesting Japs crossing that way.
Rain stopped about 1100 hrs. Tps batning, shaving , cooking
TENXREIRELX resting.
Mail arrived.,
No rain &t night,

HE' 151 0600 hrﬂn Si tnur-
Unit camped nesr clearing where dropping to commence today.
Tps to pick up.
Morning fine and sunny,
AJA, Pl, burying Jep mules which have died,
Pnrs. out d ing repaeirs to creex cwossing along the track.
Air droppings have not eventuated,
In the afternoon &an issue of d othing. Boots , shirts,
trousers, socks. Long American gaiters, toothy brushes ,
anti-gas capes and new ground sheets,
1700 hrs, = Unit now reverts to 16 Bde,
To move forward tomorrow morning D., C, HQ, B. and A,
No rations havre arrived and tps &re only rationed until
tonight. Day hes been fine, Night also fine,

Nov, 14, 0600 hrs - Sitnor,
Rations arrived for today. Bully and ammky biscuits only,
Time of move delayed slightly tiixxXx to a&llow further rations
to catch up before we move on.
The 2 days’ rest and cooking hes done wonders for the lzum tp
who are Im looking much better,
0700 hrs, Following appointed A/Lieut., as from 10 Nov :=-
W02 MmGiurexx McLure, Sgts. Richée, Armsirong, iavay
and Owen,
Anther day’s ration of Bully and biscuits drawn before
leaving.,
0945 hrs - Unit o mmenced to follow 2/2 Bn., =~ Day very
sunny and hote. - Track good about 6 ft. wide,
25 Bde crossed WAIROPI with little opposition.
Track gradually widens to approximately 15 ft. but numberous
little creek crossings makes tp movement very slow,
approaching WAIROPI track forms into & road which has been
drained on both sides - Bde held up by KUMUSI river and unit
campedcamped approximately 35 minutes west of it.
Air droppings have been made here yesterday and today CO is
trying hard to arrange for ations other than Bully &nd
biscuits to be drawn,
1800 hrs - Some milk and a little dried apples and a ?ery
small ration of sugar received.
Heavy rain fell for & couple of hours gust at dusk,
(f | No move to be made before 1000 hars tomorrow,

5. 1730 hrs = Jap sighted close at hand but patrol from B. Coy

fld to find him,
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Nov 15, 0600 hrs, Sitnor,

Morning fine, Everybody cooking.
1030 hrs - Mass held,
1400 hrs - Unit commenced to move WAIROPI.
1500 hrs - Reached dropping area 400 yds WEST of KUMUSI Triver.
Rations picked up, biscuits, Bully beel , Tice, fruit, salt,
SUZar.
Rain fell for two hours.
1 block of chocalate issued per man,
owing to diffia 1ty in crossing unit had to camp at river,
0600 hrs - Sitnor.
Nov 16. 064518t Coy moved down to movVe &Crosse
Unit crossing held up and 1lst Coy did not cross until
after lunch,
Air droppings during the moming.
Tps resting and cooking.
1500 hrs = D, A, andC. Coys have crossed. BHG and HQ Coys
followed,
Flying Fox used to tmke tps across. One small ¥k one-pole
bridge which was under waler and ii. was necessary 10 nalg on
o tEE wire, -
XS xuxsas. Turn off to MUMUNI %00 yds North of bridge.
1730 hrs - Rain commenced to fall and bivouasc for night.
Track fair - Quite & number of vi.lages passed &and numerous
small hills to climb.
Tps feeling Wenefit of rest - Camped on the track with
big gardens overgrown on both sides.
C. Coy 45 minutes back. B, Coy 2 hrs back. B. Echelon
at the river,
Tobacco is sued - 2/3rds of an ons per man, and X papers
one pkt between 3xmmn, 3 men,
Sig Pl. scGuire d & horse for gear, swam him across tihe

river.

Nov_17. 0600 hrs - Sitnor.
0730 hrs - Coys started to move at & quarter of an hour
intervals,

§800 hrs - Leading Coy met rear of 2/3 Bn.

Going very slow during the morning and all Coys soon caught up.,
Track ® ntinues to go steadily up crossing numerous little
streams, Approximately 70 men in the unit still suffering
with Diahorrea.

1220 to 1345 hrs - Lunch,

Going slow &8s we are still held up by 2/3 Bn.

Major Baincs and Capt. Cox evacuatea yesierday.

Unit now srxmmgimg carrying on with C.0., I¥3xxx I.0. &nd
RMO. Being without 2 i/c, Adjt. and Sig. 0ffr.

weather fine and hot. Sigs horse still going &after having
crossed some very difficult defiles,

1630 hrs - Heavy rain began to feall.

1700 hrs - Unit arrived &t river whmx West of ISIVITA.

Held up here and orders received at 1725 hrs To stop for

ni Ght- 200
A village 20pyds back from village acommodated mos?t of the
unit .

Nov 18, 0600 hres = Sitnor,

0745 hrs = Coys Comirs Conference,
Bde objective - POPENDETTA.
Jeps seen at -
order of march, B. C. HQ A.D.
0800 hrs = Coys started out 1/4 of hour intervals.
Almost every 400m yds & creek nas To be CIrossed. DL0wing
up the advance,
1200 hrs = 5 and a gquarter hours from SANGI MISSION.
Weather fine.
Track from Mission improves and starts on gradual descent,
1400 hrs =~ Had first glimse of the sea. Good going until

é 1730 hrs. Not many creeks struck,

Q Close right on 2/3 Bn.

10 per cent of tps have tinea badlye. 5 per cent Diahorrea with
vomitting.
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hrs.
Ngv 18. Aszuxx 1400 Contd.
Contd, Between 12 to 14 mls covered today.
1800 hrs, Rain commenced to fall heavily, and rained all night

although lightly.,
& 2000 hrs - Bombing and A/A fire heard in the distance,

Nov 19. 0600 hrs - Sitnor,
S8till raining slightly.,
0730 Hrs - 2/3 Bnumoved of f,
0930 hrs = LeadingCoy moved with 5 minutes gaps betwenn
Cayﬂ-
Rain fell all the morning.
1020 hrs - First signs of Jap occupation seen in huts which
they have been using. Evidennce ofmaking themselves
comfgwiable,
Apparently Stend ng Patml guarding track to POPPENDETTA,
1030 hrs - POPPENDETTA rcached and we struck main road.
Rain has made road very boggye.
1040 hrs - first signs of cid lization seen in wire enclosure
and two burnt out Chev, trucks.
1200 - 1300 hrs = Lunch,
Rain stopped at 1300 hrs,
1315 hrs - Truck from Bde passes, 2/3 Bn hecs just captured
it one and half hours further ahead,
2/3 Bn came on four trucks (3 without batteries) and some
Japs just sitting down to lunch, Japs shot,
Firing heard almost all morning from ahead.
2/3 Bn vanguerd, 2/2 Bn, 2/1.Bn,
1330 hrs = Unit held up by 2/2 Bn in front,
Rations sent out at tea tonight and there will be no
dropping at SOPUTA today as intended,
2/3 Bn were held up at SOPUTA. |
1%30 hrss Unit moved up benind 2/3 bn to take up
perimeter defensive positiom and camp for the night.
Some rations arrived - half a tin of bully, half a pkt of
biscuiss per man,
Lieut, Richie was wounded in both legs by stray bullet,
Night fine - also & ternoon,

Novy 20. 0600 hrs = Sitnor,
1615 hrs - CO went forward with Bde Comdr. to 2/3 Bn,

EFnemy gone,

0715 hrs = Coy Comdrs Conference - CQO explained the

25 Bde had Teached one mile from GONA and would come

back along track., USA moving on BUNA. One Regtl USA
under comd, 7 Div,

Order of march would be C, B, A, D, Start 0745 hrs,

2/3 Bn to go forward half hour and 2/1 Bn to pass through,
0745 hrs = Bn moved off,

0825 hrs. Bn passed 2/3 .

0845 hrs - Rifle fire heard from front.,

One round of gun fire wanistled overheszad,

Four rounds of gun fire right in our area,

0845 hrs - CO went forward on recce, Uecided to scud

bwo Cuys A, and D, round wide on the left flank under
Capt Catterns.

0930 hrg - Catterns set off,

Bde Comdr, Came forwa:d and advis.ed that B, Coy go around
the flank.

1100 hrs. B, Coy passed through €. Coy.

1130 hrs - Gun fired 5 rounds. Bde had two killed two
wounded,

1230 hrg = C. Coy - Lieut, MeCloy and Prior msaking
contact,

S.A. fire and grenades heard,

1410 hrs - 2 i/c B, Coy two pls were committed 800 yds
forward C, Coys HQ opposite Jeap front which ran East and
Hest of B, Coy. OQur casueslties one killed and two wounded .
Weapons located 1 MMG - several LMGs,.

12 Pl. now patrolling in endeavour to locate enemy right flank,
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' 1410 Contd,
Conud,
Reang LLoyd 7 (1410) and advised him of Powell’s report,
and that in CO’s opinion enemy's strength was considerable,
having at legst 2 mountain guns, two MMGs, one heavy mortar,
geveral light mortars, and unknown of LMGs. In view of tunis
CO was worried whether Catterns could obtain objective &as
mentioned in conferpation one hour previously.
Lloyd 7 said he would send Coy of 2/2 to help Catterns as
soon &s Americans arrived SOPUTA.
C.0, suggested a Bn should be sent around.
Lloyd 7 disagreed.
Qur casualties in the area to date - 2 killed, 1 0ffr.
xprisomExsxafxXwary 9 ORs wounded,
xkIxxhrgx 1415 hrs - 3" mortar preparing to fire.
1430 hrs - 21 bombs fired.
Almost immediately the Japs replied with the gun,
1500 hrs = Japs iirea zy rounds at these hys. No
casual vies although sheris burst all round,
1520 hrg =- B, Coy reported that they required 2 stretchner
parties, anu that Goy was in a sticky position.
B, Coy Comdr now in, says Jap hasgs 2" mortar and mountain
gun in his position. Also reported our mortar fell among the
Japs. Ho tchkiss
Jap also has Hxmkkxxs and LMGs .,
Prior is 900 yds forward of Burrell.
A patrol from Prior moved around Japs and Prior consgiders
as they were not fired on he is now getting around Jap flank,
Bde Comdr, has allotted 2 Coys of the 2/2 Bn to assist
Prior,
1630 hrs - Two Coys moved up.
1600 hrs - Capt. Bosguard arrived andCQ informed him he
came under command, and that he wag to go into Prior's
area and e deavour to outflank Jap and drive him out of ¥xm
his position,
3.315 hrg - Information received Capt., Bakmax Blamey to come
Co
Informed Balmey he was to come U/c. Bosguard and would receive
his orders from him,
1630 hrs - Capt, Prior led both Coys up - moving through
shrub East of track,
1'110 hrs = Burrell reported 2 Coys rEsx moving through
him,
1645 hrs - ApproXximately 23 shells landed in this arsesa,
Cable cut for the third time, but communications re-establishd.
No news yet of Cattemns.
Over 100 shells fired by Japs during the day, which cut the
line to Bde on several occasions.andplaces which our Sigs had
to repair,
1835 hrs - Heavy fire heard some distance North - probably
Catterns. Sigs reported their horse had been killed.,
Night quiet and fine. No rations came up,

Rokskxeauuak XXwRXx
Nov 21, 0630 hrs - Enemy reported to have gone., Both C, and D, Coys
| fired but fld to draw fire. Patrols from both Coys now
gone forward, B

0730 hrs, - C. and P, Coys move forward in an attempt to
contact Catterns,

C.0., advised if enemy gone on 21 Nov. 2/2 Bn would pass
through us then 2/3 and 2/1.

Should 16 Bde not reach SANANANDA by the night of 21 Nov,
USA Bn would pess through. Americans now at SOFUTA,

C. Coy moved forward approximately one hour when 2/2 Bn
followed by 2f/3 Bn passed through. B. Coy remesined in Jap
positions until 1200 hrs wuen waney were to move forward,
1100 hrs - News received thet Catterns' force was

astride the track, approxi mately 4 mls North and contact
with the Jap.

Two Coys of the 2/2 Bn wer: sent in an encircling movement

"7/ around enemy’'s left flank,
: Catterns reported Jap appeared to be trying fo.wo d higk
left flank so another Coy of ﬁn SNt 8ut ;’gig‘:&fﬁgﬁ
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Nov 21, 1100 hrs Conud.
Catterns Reported he had 20 casualties so far.

1400 hrs - Unit moved right up onto rear of 2/3 Bn.

A report came tla t 25 Bde had again entered GONA and that
Americans had commenced attacking BUNA with heavy air

gupport at 0800 hrs this morning,

1530 hrs = Sgt. Pearce from D, Coy reported in and stated

that Catterns force attacked approximetely 1830 hrs the night
before and had caught the Japs unprepared in their defensive
positions near the track. Sgt., Pearce had been separated 1im
the attack from his Coy and had spent the night in the Jap
lines where he had been stalked and fired upon all night,

on two occasions two pEties of Japs of 2 and 3 respecifively
walked onto him and he had shot all five, During the day

the airffrce had bombed the Japs and according to squeals
heard Sgt. Pearce considered bombs fell right among them,

Owing to the Japs pulling back Sgt. Pearce had been able to

get out and return. He considered that Catterns force had
guffered heavy casualties.

CO received instructionsgs if possible Cattemms was to Dbe
relieved by B, Coy 2/3 Bn which would be ready from 1930 hrs
onwards.,. |

2/1 Bn to arrange guides.

271 Bn had run out a sigd iine to Catterms but nobody could

be raised.

1730 hrs = Cpl Baker ¥stretcher bearer of A, Coy) returned to
BHQ and stated he had two stretcher cases which he could now
get out,

stretcher paties arranged and sent forward,

these partie s were fired om and aid not get through, Une man
being wounded,

Other stretcher peties were arranged to go forward after dusk.
1600 hrs - Stretcher parties moved forward to report centre

400 yds from Catterns but heavy fire from in front and dewn

the rozd held the party up. As soon &s it was dark, stretcher
parties with "I" offr, Cpl. Cameron (8xz=x (Sigs as a guide mnd
Lieut, Mavay) went forward to contect—Catterns. Heavy

rain had been falling but had now eased off.

Catterns contacted and wags informed he was to be relieved and
that wounded would be collected,

Cattérns considered that position was not worth holding and
went back to CO with I.0.

Goliecting wounded was a difficult job as no one knew just where
the wounded lay.

Stretcher bearers did a good job and wounde d soon began to come
out,

The road was covered by Catterns force and was used to bring
the pzties out,

As the last man ceme out heavy fire started, but no one was hit.
Lightning made going difficult, and it showed up the track,

B, Coy 2/3 Bn moved up and Capt. Catterns guided them forward
to & position in rear of Catterns’ previous positiom, and on
the right and level with another Coy of the 2/3 Bn wihich head been
on the left rear of Catterns.

As B . Coy moved in enemy again opened up with heavy fire, but
Coy got into position without loss. '

our czsualties ¢ 5 0fficers killed, 25 ORs killed, 1 Officer
wounded and 25 ORs.

officers killed were / Capt, Simpson, Lieuts, Wiseman ,
Lainey, McLure, Owen, Wounded : Lieut, Hollingworth,

As the remainder of the force came out, C. Coy under Capt,.
Burrell had Bully Beef stew and not milk waiting.

A cigarette issue of 14 per man had previously made, and tle se
men received 20 each and were bedded down in some dry Jap hutis,
The morale of these men was splendid, they weré glad to be out,
and had nothing but praise for the 0ffl ers who had led them,
They considered they had inflicted heavy casualties on the Jap,
and seeing that they had cut the road the Jap had thrown his
guns away s the only 15 Japs who came down the road were lying
dead a short distance away.

72 (SEE APPENDICES A, and B, attached®
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Nov 22, 0600 hrs, - Sitnor,
0800 hrs - Americans moving through us - front appears yuiet,
0930 hrs - C, Coy warned to ready to move forward to fill
gap between 2 Coys of 2/3 Bn if necessary., Remainder of A. and
P, Coys amabgamated under Lieut, Balkiston. Bn strength now
stands at $

BH-HQ 4 and 22.

HQ Coy 2 56
i A 13
o | 44
G- 8 45
<R I ) 22

Totals 17 20 2
1230 hrs - Co called faxx Coy Comdrs Conference and explained
that 1 Bn and a half of the Americans were going forward the
remainder of the Regt. going East to BUNA track to assist
their other Regt which had struck heavy opposition, Americans
were to clear opposition before us andproceed along the
track to SANAN/NDA while 16 Bde took the track approximately
2 mls South of S8 leading to CAPEB KILLERTON. 2/1 Bn to be vanguard
Bn and would move when opposition had been cleared,

C.0., decided owing to smell numbers in Coys to amalgamateg
A, and B, Coys and C, and D, Coys under command Lieut, Prior
and Capt. Burrell respeciyvely.

More rations came up and men are now rationed to evening
meal nf 235 Huv;'Bully . blauuita. mllk sugar and applea.

Mén are washlng, bathing. ahavlng and reating. Everybody
doing cooking.,
1630 hrs = Padre Glover conducted an alldﬁuminatiun
gervice among the trees at the rear of RAP. Day has tumned out
fine and sunny, American troops who have hal ted along the
road have made friends with our tps, and &ll are cooking and
eating together., Rain fell during the night but night was
fairly uile te
Right &t dusk S.A. fire of some intensity was heard from in
front,
1500 hrs - 7D nmi.u, gun found buried in rear of position
taken by Catterns.

Nov 23. 0600 hrs - Sitnor,
Japs still in position and unit not moving - day fine,
1500 hrs - Reported JEFPS and 20 PDRS landed South of
POPPENDETTA,
1600 hrs - JEEP passed through our lines.
1800 hrs - 2/25 Pdrs opened up from just rear of
ofir positions.
Very heavy S.A. fire from in front.

No rain fell during the night. 25 Pdrs opened up during the
nigh‘b ®

Nov 24. 0600 hrs-Sitnor.
0700 hrs - Coy Comdrs Confe.ence,
C.0. explained that Japs were still in position and he did not
expect to move today unlessg absolutely necessary it was
anticipated that 16 Bde would not be pushed into any future
action owing to the exhaustion etc. of the men. As the Japs
had not moved 100 men of the 2/3 Bn were to meske an outflanking
move in an endeavour to get behind and harrass the enemy.
Americang were only making very slow progress, having 2 Coys
on the left and one on the right. 25 Bde have the Japs at GONA
in 250 yds square with their backs to the sea. When GONA
cleared up 25 Bde will move EAST to SANANANDA and thence South
along road., It is kpown Jap front is half a mile wide, but depth
is unknown, When the whole action is completed, Americans
Will garrison the coast and 16 Bde is .o pe Witharawi L0
DUSEBIN UL vi e

;75{ Americans on the right flank were gtill held up,
C.0s was concerned that men were not reporting to RMD with their
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GOouTd, J-et Ior Lreutment, and or-“ered a foot inspection tr be
¢.rried out, Men are sufi_ring with some complaint «nich is
taking the skin off them - looking like ringworms. Almost
all men are suffering with diaksrraa diarrhoea. At every
opportunity is assisting other Battaiions with stretcher and
g;.rrying par ties and yesterday the Pnrs built a bridge for

2 Bn,
0800 hrs - Pleéneg are overhead - Fighters andBombers, and the
concussion of heavy bombs can be felt,
Bde called for our 3" mortar to be taken forward in preparation
for a shoot.
1100 Ir s - bombing ceased,
3" mortar fired X seven rounds of smoke as indication of
target for 25 pdrs. and then 5 HLE,
1300 hrs - 25 Pdrs opened up with several shells and fired
again later in the &ternoon.
One Pl1, of C, Coy sent back to guard the guns.
1700 hrs - 1 Pl, of C, Coy sent forward to lengthen the
1€ft flank of 2/2 Bn, Coys opposing the enemy,
Light rain fell during the night,
Another mortar detachment and mortar arrived brought up by
plane,
Adjt. arrived back,

Nown25b, 0600 hrs - Sitnor,
Enemy still in position,
@745 hrs - Mortar detachment went forward to Bde to do the
shoot. 45 H.E. fired.
2/2 Bn reported shoot very effectivé.
1430 hrs - Americans firing mortars -~ some dropped short in
2/2 Bn area causing some casualties.

2 Approximately 100 letters came in today. Tobacco issue, one oms
& pkt of 20 cigarettes amaxmxpkt of papers, and one box of
metches.

Fine again mg today.
Warning order received that Two recce patrols would probably
be nedded tomorrow, each of One Offr and 12 ORs.
Officers chosen Lieu®s, Murray and Powell., -
Officers to go to Bae at 0615 hrs - Patrols ready to move
at 0730 hrs., having 4 days’ rations.
Night fine,

Nov 26, Orders from Brigadier Lloyd to Liuets Powell and Murrey for
recee patrol to coast North ofSAnananda.

Present/ Brigade Com r,
b

G’D-

Adjt.

Lieuts Powell and Murray,

Bde I.0.

Bde Sig- o g
Place Bde HQ Time 0630 hrs,
Informetion - Probable intention of Div. Comdr., to send BRimx

Bde to coast North of SANANANDA along tamxroute about

1000 yds to one mile West of SANANANDA track,
rask Recce of possible routeg for 21 Bde to coast near
SHENANANDA,

: Me thod Route out - West through Fairbrother 750 yds from o
SANANANDA track, thence North or slightly East of North
to point about one mile from the coast. ¥rom there

ilurray patrol stiraight om to coast and rowell patrol
Eagt to SANANANDA track,
fime out - 0730 hrs 26 Nov 42,
Expected duration of patrol 3 to 4 days.
Route out if suitable and where possibie to e marked
by usurssd uy patrol on trees etc. Turn back not later
than 28 Nov 42,

Adminigtration - Rations. Four hard and 3 days® emergency.
7ﬁf{ Tools - Matchetes and 2 shovels each.

%%mmnningii%gﬁ - Runners from patroses bi-deily with rough trace
ving 8 ces, times, bearings etc,
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Nov 26. 0600 hrs - Sitnor.
0615 hrs - Orders for patrol to proceed,
0845 hrs - Patrols left.
Americans put in heavy mortar barrage during the morning,
1500 hrs - Runners reported from patrols Murray and Powell,
At 1130 hrs patrol had covered 1500 yrds.
Dgy fine and hot,
000 hrs - Mail sent up - only a small 18%x lot,

Nov _27. 0600 hrg - Sitnor,
0700 hrs - Rain commenced falling for almost 2 hrs,
1000 hrs - 25 pdrs opened w with several shekls,
Jap replied with his 75 m.m. gun.
Day becoming hot and steamy,
1430 hrs - Lieut, Dyer and 25 ORs reported to 2/2 Bn to go out
on patrol, (1) To recce and if possible find a suspecied Jap
dump East of road. (2) To find the track leading to the dump
and ambush Jap paties. Petrol to be back Nov 28,
1580 hrs - Runner from Lieut. Powell patrol reported in, He had
left patrol 0745 hrs this morning - patrol had covered 2500 yds
North and had found going difficult. No Japs encountered,

1630 hrs - Jap planes flying over area - no bombing or straffing,
however,

Bombed back areas, causing some cagualties,
Mosquitoes are very bad here and also & lot of tps are being
evacuated with Typhus Fever,

Nov 28. 0600 hrs = 3Sitnor,
Night again fine,
Meil arrived anu wisiuributed €&rllye &l80 « vopy of paper
"Guidea Golad",
0800 nrs - Sgt. Maddigan with mortar detach, wenft forward to
2/2 Bn wxxhx ior & shoot,
AdjTe LelT i0or B, Hcuelon area, approXlimuiseiy, one mile south
a. ong the river whers it is hoped to estall ish a rest camp
for tps not sufficiently ill to be admitted to ARMx ADS,
8/Sgt. Miller in charge - 2 Gooks and 1 Medical Orderly.
1005 hrs - 25 pdrs opened up at long range., Almost immediately
enemy gun opened up but only fired 3 or 4 roundg, our
mortars commenced firing and a heavy barrage put down all
moIrning. 1

1l Bn mortar fired 59 founds.

1130 hrs - Patrol under Lieut, Dyer reported in,
Did not find the dump but found s big Jap areas and took a
prisoner, Hade no other contact and had no casualtie s,
1230 hrs - Runner foem Powell’s patrol reported, Struck wery

bad going and had to retrace $some of their steps. Going then
improved but extremely slow,

Small amount of meil arrived,
OUr casualties to date/ Officers ORs. Total
EXEXIxEYy Killed .. 8 QREX.. 83, Tatax .. 91,

Wounded .8 @Rx ,..l64. X h&k 0172,
Gradd Total .,..16 ORExx.247 263,

Afternoon has been very quiet - #un out and very hote No rain
day or night, S

Nov 29 o 0600 hrﬂ . Sitﬂdlr-

Japs still in peeition,
1030 hrsfi- 8" mortar shooting another 50 bombs.
21l and 25 Bdes attacking tais morning on GONA front.

Americans on this front tomorrow and 21 Bde to push East at the
same ti me,
Day fine and hot,

1125 hrs - Liuets Powell and Murray reported in, Had had no
casualties and contacted no enemy,

1%0/?3 hrs - Arty firing on GONA ares apparently precedent to
attack,

1310/20 hrs 4 Arty registering on enemy positions on our right
flank for o morrows attack,

75 1400 hrs - Reportgd on our 8" mortars Tfell right in target area
this morning,
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Nov 29. 1400 Contd,
Rest camp came into operation during the morning, Two QOffrs
15 ORs 'going there.
16 evacuations were made beyond RAP for the day.
Day and night fine,

Nov 30. 0600 hrs - Sitnor.
0615 hrs - Ratiops on & new scale arrived including cigarettes
amixaaap, meb ches and wap, Also bag of mail,
0610/20 hrs - Arty opened up on GONA ares.
0630 hrs = Jap gun firing on forward position.
0640 nrs - Coy Comdrs Conference called, C.0, explained
Americans would auvlacs this morning at 0900 hrs and unit was
to remain in a s.ate of preparedness all day. Coys sending out
small local patrols in case the Jap made a bolt for it, and some
broke through the attackers as happened at GORARI,
If attack sucessful unit will start pulliing out tomorrow,
ourmoriar in position to @ssist aitack - 4 wo.iars of 16 Bde will
Iire,
0700 hrs = Jap gu.. having duel with our 25 pdrs,
Jap shells falling far too short though,
Our mortar fired 48 rounds,
Ration issue included M. & V,, Sausages, baked beans,
dehydrated potatoes, dre d fruit, sugar, milk, salmon, bully beef,
ride, biseuits, matches am#xsoep and ciparettes,
0845 hrs - Arty and mortars opened up.
0900/10 hrs - Attack started, S.A. fire heard from left and
front., All appears quiet,
1150 hrs - Reported Americans have advanced 400 yds and advance
convinuing.
1930 hrs - Three ZER0s flying around, no straffing, everything
remaing quiet except for a burst of gmall arms fire about
1430 hrs., Reports indicate Jap has withdrawn. Allmg guiet
duwing the afternoon - 7 evacuations today.
1900 hrs - CO's Conference,
Americans have cut track - 3 truck loads of Japs have got
through. Unable to stop them but were fired on,
16 Bde to be ready to move forward to a better defensive positl on
when Americans move North to coast. 2/1 Bn to be vanguard and
would be on half an hour’s notice to move as from lst Dec,
B. Coy, BHG HQ Coy andC, Coy -
Day and night fine and hot,
More mail arrived, -
Rations 1ln the same scale as day before plus a little butter
RxExxkx and jam,

Dec. 1, 0600 hrs - Arty woke us up putting over 100 shells at extreme
range.,
More mail arrived,
09195 hrs - Mortar Sgt. reported that 2 of the 16 Bde mortars
had just finished firing 91 rounds, Jap is still there as he
could hear them talking,
1400 hrs - Pl, under Lieut, Gosnell detached to 2/2 Bn
now relieved by Pl, under Lieut. Dyer owing to 13 out of 19 men
being ill,
Ameri ans reported to be making progress and captured 3 trucks,
Progress very slow., Day snd night fine,
Arty firing very heavy during the night, Rations still on good
scale,
Evacuations = Two,
Commigsions - Three, Seatoh, Isherwood and Andrews,

Deg 2. 0600 hrs - Sitnor,
Japs still in position,
CO is ill and being kept at RAP,
0800 hrs - Adjt. called to Bde and orders received to move back
to 25 pndrs to act as xhEXx protection.
1115 hrs = Unit in new positiion around gunfs. Position seme as
744 that in w ich Bn fought last action.

Ma 1 arrives,
Day fi ne and hots Water here very poor.
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1200 hrs - Lieut, Simpson arrived by plane, Sent up in

mistake for an officer of 2/1 Fd Regt. Posted to C, Coy

as Mr, Nathan gone to rest camp. Rations on the good scale
includi ng slab of chocolate, 2 oms of tebeecco, box of matches
and payExxxf pkt of papers.,

Evatuations = 17 during day.

:

Arty shelling during the night - light rain also fell,

0600 hrs - Sitnor. Pogition unchanged,

1000 hrs - Rain fell e ain for 2 hrs.

CO improving. Tps are benefiting by spell and godfinfood,
Rations are plentiful, Diarrheoa. Also sores which refuse to
heal, Slightest scratch turns into a sore. Evacuations - 9,
Bn strength - 183 all ranks,

Arty did two shoots during the night,

Dec 4, SxxmEx 0600 hrs - Sitnor, Japs still in position,
Copies of paper "Guinea Gold" have been recieved regularly

ver the last week, Fépers are greatly appreciated by tps as
hey are kept up to date with outside news,

GASUALTIES TQ DATE.

gficers QRa
RIA S e " 880000 5 69
Miss ng bel ieved
Ellled 5, eeiae 2 2 11
wounded in aciion 8 164
Drﬂwnﬂ.ea Ses Sesaee : ik
HIBBINE svenvoesve 2
Missing bel ieved
illega 1lly absent 3
Desertecd sevanes 4
Evacuaied sick .. 14 209
TOTAL 0. oll

Unit left Base area with 598 all ranks.

svacuations - 11,

CeOe 80ill 1n HAP .

Arty registering on the wreck and on targets for am attack by
Amert ans © mMorrow,

Americans now under command of 16 Bde,

25 Bde relieved today and concentrated in SOPU.A aresa.

iwo Coys ul 30 Bde are also in SOPUTA.

Arty firing during the night, Rain fell during the night,
Plenty of our planes around,

Dec 5, 0600 hrs - Sitnor. Japs stil. there, -
0715 hrs - Arty putiing down barrage for Americans to a tack &t
0‘?w hrﬁi
L. Coy on the ixhgx right flank to attack 0730 hrs,
Ke Coy on the left flank to move South one hour and &her. at tack
South East to the track, Both Coys to conm lidate and to
patrol North to I. Coy astride the track. Ey®ayxx
1700 hrs - L. Coy reported attack complete failure., 50 casualties
and Coy back in original position.
Rations ar only bully and bisc.its, milk, sugar, cheese and
apprlese,
1800 hrs - Adjt. called to Bde. Informed Bde will be relieved
by 30 Bde commencing Dec 6, 2/2 2/3 andBde HQ will be withdrawn
Pec 6 to SOFUTA,
2/1 Bn to remain in precent pesition for day or two and then
move to SOPUTA, Bde will be flown out.
Americans to be withdrawn and reorganised. 30 Bde to &ake over,
K., Coy attack also failure. 3 casualties Coy went to ground and
remained there,
Qur evecuetions - 1 O0ffr 14 ORs.
Stength of all ranks - 157,

£ Day - hot and dry.
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DEC 6. 0600 ..rs - Sitnor. Rain fellf .uring the night,

1320 hrs - 15 Jap Bombers escorted by Fighters passed over
heading South. They disappeared from view and immediately
re-appeared and headed North sgain, Bmmbs dropped at POPFPENDETTA
drome, No damage - bombs fell wide, '

15350 hrs - & ozs, tobacco, pkt papers and matches per man,
Bully and biscuits again, C,0. still in RAP. Rain fell during

the night .
Evacuationsg 13.
Marched in - 2.

Dec 7., 0600 hrs - Sitnor.

0945 hrs - 49 Bn to attack up same track as Americans fld,

Arty opeseed wp & ba.rage,

1000 hrs = Advance commenced,

A and C, Coys ® adunce on right of track and eéXploit to 900 yds.
Be. andD Coys to move in reserve.,

A. andC. reached 800 yds and were in @ntact with 2/2 Coys on

right flank,

B and D struck opposition, B got held up but D pushed around but
returned with BHQ to where B was held up., Cesuelties approximately

70
50 Bde Major was killed , Bde I.0, wounded,

l h e - aWw f t d. ] . ]
Pahe ‘clashol In' H 2o d F,NAERE dByfuin the air and Zhen Jap
515 hrs. Two Coys of the 55/53 Bn to attack on either side of

mein track., Very heavy fire met. No results known but doubtful
if they could get through.

American rations issued to us to day.

bay and night fine,

CO still at RAP,

EgEcualions - 6,

09/93 Bn gained about 100/150 ydws., but were held up e

152 wounded for Bde,

Uec 8, 0600 hrws- Sitnor,
vay commences very fine, Re-organisa.ion of fron ‘
30 Bde to takePlage. 5 CARNANW
Also harrassing fire with the m rtars,
<1 Bde hope to clean up GONA erea during the day.
1330 hrs - Arty opened up on GONA, X
No word yet of our relief,
American rations again today, but no supplementary except a block
of chocolate,
Two more lads from hospital rejoined us, but fever still claiming
more victims, '
Day hot and fine,
1800 hrs - 2 pndr Anti/tenk gun seen being takne forward,
Evacuations - 8 during day.

Dec 9, 0600 hrs - Sitnor,
Hight fine,
Proge mme for today, is further harrassing and air bombing,
1100 hrs - Planes bombed and gtra fed,
Day fine.
Mail arrived as late as 20 Nov, '
Adjt, ednittd to RAP,
1600 hrs - Lieut, Dyer returmsd P1. with 2/2 Bn being relieved
by Lieut, Simpson and Pl. from B. Coy.
No sign yet of relief of Bn,
MBS returning patients (sick as they are) unable to cope with same,
Bn ageain re-orgenised. BHQ, HQ Group and 1 Coy under Capt. Prior,
1800 hrs - News received that GONA fell during the aifteroon,
Heavy rain fell for short period during the night,
Australien mixed rations - tinned fruit included,

Dec.10. 0600 hrs - Sitnor,
Arty moved guns from Kunasi anto edge of timber,
B. Coy puaié}un al tered,
0900 hrs - 2/3 Bn: passed through to relieve 2/2 Bn,
.7{5¢ Day fine and dry, Good rations again, 3
“ =~ Reported that Japanese killed at GONA very heavy.
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RXPLANATOCRY

6 OCT 42.

8 OCT 42.

9 OCT 42,

13 OCT 42.

20 OCT 42,

22 OCT 42,

23 OCT 42,

24 OCT 42.

26 OCT 42,

4 NOV 42,
5 NOV 42,
7 NOV 42,

10 NOV 42,

2l NOV 42,

N
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I NTELLIGENCE

e/x. A US P

NOTES O N

OFPF ICER?'S DIARY,

"C" Coy. were one day behind Bn owing to their having left
JAWARERE one day later. This was caused by them having
advanced up the out=flanking track to NAURU five hours'! march
beyond NIGUBAIFA (See September War Diary).

The camp referred to was two mlles along the track past
NAURU.

Extra 2" and 3" mortar ammunition was drawn here fromt he
A.S.,C, Dump, and had to be carried by the men as native
carriers were fully loaded. This was the ammunition which
blew up prematurely at EORA CREEK.

Thils was at MENARI. The bridge referred to had previously
been demollished by the JAPS when retiring, and they had also
blown up the cliff face. This was one of the few instances
of JAP withdrawal demolitions,

"CAMERON" 3rd. Aust. Inf. Bn was not thrown back, but the
JAP attack was (sketch of TEMPLETON'S CROSSING position is
attached). The code names used in the diary are as follows ;-

mQ & " % F BB B A BE mKUI
A, COY PTHA
B‘I GDY B N NAHU
Gl GDY & &S B 8 W W wom
D'Il COY L O BN B O I O V‘AW
HQ, COY RN

"D" Coy. were gsent out on orders from 16 Bdet o outflank

EORA CREEK village In an endeavour to get to ALOLA. There was
nothing known about tracks, only that EORA CREEK was a likely
place for enemy ambush or holding position. This information
proved to be correct, but "D" Coy. had only rations for two
days' plus emergency rations for three days. Though they
reached within two miles of ALOLA shortage of rations pre-
vented them from carrying out their role effectively,

The night 22/23 OCT. was bright moonlight, which lasted until
© o'clock. It was this moonlight which enabled the C.0e 8nd
Adjt. to do a recce, and eventually enabled "C" Coy to move
down Into position.

The MMG destroyed by mortar fire was our own Vickers Gun.

The reports by Capte. Simpson and Lieut. Blakiston c annot be
located.,.

The 3rd., Militla Bn occupied our position not vice versa.
The village where bodles were found was SENGIA.

LY

The estimate thaet we were two miles from TLIMO was incorrect,
eand 1t 1s now considered that we were then two mls from

ASASI. The track to ILIMO was unused and had been missed,

The barrels of frult were plums in brine and could not be eaten.

Attach=d is a statement of rations received during the last 10

days. The shortage indicates the reason for the men's poor
physical condition.,.

Lieut+ McCloy was in command of the large stretcher party which
brought out Catterns' force stretcher cases, ,

e e 00 088
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