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He 20 Aust Inf Bde
eie———— - 29 Aug 49

Le Your unit\reports that soldliers found guilty of being in possession
of eivilian property were admohbih@d. Advice as carly as possible will be

appreciated of the extenuating circumstances which led to this
punishment on serious chargese

2e fhe Bde Comd explained to you personally that cases were seriously
regarded and sumnmary trial approved by 9 Aust Div in licu of court
martiasl only because of special circumstancess

/ Capt fon Fusy

My "/{W Upitso Aqst In Bae”
//47 /}{L /M L nﬁumué Hont o %Ef:fi .
s

M‘“& &ﬁzw

JF_?,,..A—'L ,..// W g
S/ f’i‘oﬁ;.‘/‘. MJS VM ;47 W i j’
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SUBJECT : LOOTING OF CIVILIAN PROPERTY
2/8 Aust Fd Regt

H’{ ”,{’1; %;/11%2045
Yol 7 ©

HQ
20 Aust Inf Bde

& Ref HQ 20 Aust Inf Bde 438/1154 of 15 Aug. This HQ
Al4/945 of 17 Jun 45.

2. Personnel of this unit found in posseasion of civilian
property with the exception of the following have been desalt
with summarily.

Award - Admonished.

TX 1475 L/Sgt GUNN J

VX 141461 Gnor PARRY RW

TX 3164 L/Bdr WALDUCK R

TX 3100 L/Bdr OSBORNE F C

WX 39238 Gor BUTLER-MILTON T C
*YX 25867 L/Bdr EDNEY HR
*V¥X 13998 0 11 WILLIAMS J &

* Have since been discharged.
3 Owing to the absence of the principal witness Lt G

Eém in hospital, it has not been possible to deal with
these personnel.

Otz7REFxrte Major RAA
Adm Comd 2/8 Aust Fd Regt
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o, ~ SUBJECT : LOCTING OF CIVILIAN PROPERTY 2/8 Aust Fd Regt
L A4/ 1224
- 17 Aug 45
.

HQ |
o0 Aust Inf Bde
ks Ref your A38/1154 of 15 Aug 45.
& . One of the soldiers charged is VX 135998 W.0.ll WILLI1AMS J A.
. The evidence agsainst the soldier appears not to warrant a

court martial.

4. W.0.1l1 WILLIAMS, apart from this offence, has had a good
record and proved a capable soldier, he is due for discharge under
the 5 year plan and will be leaving the Regt approx 295 Aug.

5. Permission is requested to deal with this cW&rily.
[
N

..r"'l-

Mujor RAA
Adm Comd 2/8 Aust Fd Regt
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n;azo ust Inf Bde

A38/ )/ 3¢
15 Aug 45
2/8 Aust FA Regt
1 GOC 9 Aust Div has directed that tps found in possesgssion of

¢ivilian pr ty on about 15 Jun 4 BRUNEIy be dealt with

summarily unless evidenece dimlosus‘zh:: sh
by Court Martial. | cases should be dealt with

2e -Accordingly Bde Comd directs that the twen
2/8 Aust Fd Rctt“a whose names are known to the CO g m‘mﬁ'ﬁf:t
out hereunder that such charges be disposed smﬂg unless

the CO considers that trial c '
cheres TR & 1 ’_by ourt Martial is warranted. The

WOAS conduct to the prejudice of good order and
military discipline, in that he, WOAS in the field
on about 15 Jun 45 was improper iy
of civilian property. AA See 40.

Please advise this HQ of result of any diseiplinary action

Conane
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®b'6cts  LOOTING OF AIVILIAN PROPERTY
. \ s R R S S e R TR e g

_s:‘ S \ :
?M S H, P/l'? Aust Lnf Bn
; 27 Aug 45
20 Aust Inf Bde (2)
ki Ref 20 Aust Inf Bde A38/1155 of ‘15 Aug 45, it

is advised that the undermentioned personnel were dealt
with summarily by CO 2/17 Aust Inf Bn on 27 Auvg 45:

NX171472 Pte COLIEY D N

NX190541 " TURNBULL A P

VX125370 - LEE H EW
2., AR personnel were admonished.

/E:'-Gol

comd 2/17 Aust Inf Bn
}7 Aug 45
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§ub jeots LOOTING OF GIVILIAN PROPERTY

HQ 2/17 Aust Inf Bn
A139//¢ 2 7
27 Aug 46

20 Aust Inf Bde 592

3e Ref 20 Aust Inf Bde A38/1155 of 15 Aug 45, it
is advised thet the undermentioned personnel were dealt
with summarily by CO 2/17 Aust Inf Bn on 27 Aug 45;

NXi71472 Pte COLIEY
NX1900541 " TURNBULL
VX125370 " IEE

2 e

Lc=Col
Comd 2/17 Aust Inf Bn

; | Aug 456
/ . (2,
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3" : HQ 20 Aust Inf
. AQB/ 1/ 5%, -
15 Aug 4%

b B GOC 9 Aust Div has directed that tps found in ve
gﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁaﬁ::ﬂﬂ d:n abgui: :}g Jun :2', at BRUNEI, be dga;:a::.%gn
: nee closes
s et B o o that cases should be deslt with

Accordingly Bde Comd directs that the four ersonnel

2/17 Aust Inf Bn, whose rames are known to the CO, bepahar ed uofaet

at:g 31.2232%.01'@15::? t;gﬂ ghargu be disp@sed of summar unless
| . 8 Court

charge will be as follows := v f N T N ..

WOAS conduct to the prejudice of good order
and militery diseipline, in that he, WOAS in
the field on about 15 Jun 45 was improperly
i.kn g:u:;sion of ecivilian property.

C °

2;1:"1 Please advise this HQ of result of any diseiplinary action
L ]

S€ 20 Aust Inf Bde
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ArmyF;irmGMSﬁ(Smaﬂ) MESSAGE FORM

(Pads of 100) (Adapted Sept. 1043)

Register No. f ‘74'
*mz | Ser. No. Priority R mnsmtsswﬁ I nstructions

_ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY
Originador -Office Date Stamp

Dv _
c?\ O @ DE 7€ B LS k) S

TO _ <
() For Information (INFO.) £/ L —Message Instructions—-GR—

i o o 1 —

R amcma'ron*smu AG /Q;,-ﬁ.ZLI LLL.L'TH“\,LL(—QA/ C‘ “/Mtv A /j.f jq;_;/ .

> g
& JOM_@M FLa) ) Challl 4 b oo aw
A :-49 __,_W /’Z’f-{-?ﬂv ISR L’L‘?’ B s o ((‘h"- CeA~E M d
_,'{L"'T‘\_#(g 1J L ol A e A =/ ke e A G A~ {7@/ :
Aeqa £X A Ltu'f/;_,- -réxif Agann ‘J--}x._m,-\_,)((.ru{,/
.- ()

T'his message may be sent AS WRILTTEN If liable to be intevcepted or fall into | Oviginaior's Instructions | Time System| Op
by any wmieans except - enemy hands, this messgge must be Degrze of Priovity ! THI or TOR
- sené IN CIP / f | ‘- |
& Wireless [ (G~ e e ~ /] 4 4
Stgned Signed i -): | l Time Cleaved
\~ | .
; I

-
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S Ay HQ 20 Aist Inf Bde
| AL B8/ 77/
2089 Jul 45

Further to our A138/35000 of 26 Jul.

Att are veports by '

() Sub Licut L W GHAD RANR Cdo C RAN Beach Unit.
(b) Certain members of 2/8 Aust Fd Regte

(e¢) Opl ALLGGOD 2/17 Aust Inf Bn,

s Extenglve investigationsg have been made in other channcls sl
but without further information being obtained which implicates any o
persons other than those mentioned in the atiadhed reportas

AN the clrcumstances surrownding the jeep load of articles brought
into HQ 8/8 Aust Fa Regt as reported Lt MeDOHNALD the I0
reporta;mt discoverable by hims o e

5 It ip regretted that Bde HQ was not in a position to talke carlier
actfon in this matters The first ritg merely stated that ecertain
civilian poods were held by 2/8 Aust Regt who asked for instructions
as to their disposale The Regt was told that being civilian property
fhey should be handed to BBCAUs It was not t1ll some hours later that
arfomation was received of the exlstence of the house and of other roods

1.,
e

being in 1t

Ca . Disciplinary action has not yet been tairen againat the AF
personncl, actlon has been takten in regard to Sub Liecut GIAD.
To (a) The names of 4 soldicrs of 2/17 Aust Inf Bn ang 20 of

2/8 st T4 Regt who were at or before the time of the kit
::'@e-eﬁ:lm foung in possession ofarticles from the house

(b) In adaition some other articles were recove but wh
been in possesslon of them cannot now be est gwg.m s

'(u) The names of members of 5 Aust M Co ich were
articleg are on the ligt annexed tgvgfa m ra nm":n
G8/157 of 23 Jun 45 attachede These soldicrs are not now
:: dﬂi:gle mﬁe@ta%‘pagmthﬂ{r no evidence against then is

a eir n
HQ 8/8 Aust Mo Reh ames were on articles gsent to

or inconclusive, and a Court Marfial secems undesirable it
proposed subject to other direcction that COs deal mm:a:n;’
with the men mentioned in para 7(a) sbove on charges of being
improperly in possession of civilian property. _

(b) 4l the articles these men had we
o & uistel e ad mretmned. Some were only

e (a) It is asgumed that eny action @cemed nece in
_ respect
Sub Lieut GHAD will be takemby HQ 9 Aust giv. e

(b) He returned the ornemental sword sng the other
_ anall articl
which he hade Apert Trom the sword they seemed %o be of no“

I'r_

- — — — o — —— e e o = _— o we—
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L7 - o » | B
4 ‘made his stotement in @ most frenk and credible nanner
n . Iga there is no reason to believe that he ever had sny other

avticles from the house
V% @

orlg
Comd 20 Aunst Inf Ige

. T i

r-:. ‘. .
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2.0 DiY

le Parther to our AL38/3900 of 26 Jule
Cw Att are reports oy
(a) Sub Licut L W GIAD RANR Gdo C RAN Beach Unite
(b) Certain members of 8/8 Aust FA Reogte
(¢) ©pl ALLGGOD 8/17 Aust Inf B,
% ee i OSSN o e 8 S et gew
persong other then monamtimeamthe mmw
‘o The circustancesg the jeep load of articles brought

gurromadaing
into HQ /8 inst Fa Reght as reported mmmmm
mmmmmmewm - -

Be Itummttﬂthatmwmmtmnmnmmtmem
gsetion in thig mattome !.'ht

(b)
Oe ()
(b)

vhich he hade Apart from
intringie

value,s

IH.,-;h
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HQ 20 Aust Inf Bde
ABO/ 3¢/ |

1 8 Jun

Ref your G8/1428 of 17 Jun 45

O
soldliers

concerned and will provide security gd until relievede

gL
8C 20 Aust Inf B de

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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{ o 2/8 Angt Fd. R.Et-
17 Jun 45,

/{77{ G v /1%1-

+ appromimately 1500 hrs today CAPT. STEWARI of |
gegigxgnul L.A.Ds Visited a Megcheanical Kquipment Duap

and found two men of 2/16 AASC with a bag of ifitier's
tonls dismantling @ brand new M.T. Pump worth between
2400 and £500, to obtain parts to make an &ir compressor

to pump up their tyres.

2., CAPT. STEWART ordered the machine to be resssembled
and the men to report to their C.0.

3+ A Picquet was Dbeen placed in this area which containn_
equipment worth thousands of pounds.

4, 1t iz requested that the Regiment be relieved of this
duty as socon as pessible. -
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: 2/8 Aust Fd. Regt.

/?% & (f’/!‘!‘b' ‘
SUBJECT : L 00T ING . 42_7 i b
74 D 4

é

Heqe 20 AUST INT BDE,

b avorogimately 1500 hrs today CAPT. STEWART of

i g:giignial L.A.%. gisited a echanical Equlpmer}t Dul?p
and found two men of 2/16 AASC with a bag of ritter's
taﬁis dismantling @ brand new l.T. Pump wo?th between
2400 and £500, to obtain parts to make an air compressor

to pump up their tyres.

2. CAPT. STEWART ordered the machine to be reasgssembled
and the men to report to their C.0.

| 3. A Picquet was been placed in this area which contains
equipment worth thousands of pounds.

A, It is requested that the Regiment be relieved of this
duty as soon as possible.
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Det 2/16 Aust Tpt Pl
19 June 45

OeCo
2/6 aust sup Dep Coy

REPORT ON ALLEGED SCROUNGING OF EQUIPMENT - 17 June 45,

Thiés detachment was sent from Morotai without any
workshop equipment or mechanical aids of any kind and only
the barest of essentiagl tools for 2 mechanics.

Rigid enforcement of correct tyre pressures has always
been maintgined in the interests of rubber congservation, but
with the issue hand pumps (mostly US) it is not practicable
to blow our tyres to the correct pressure by hand, on GI{M&ZC
6 x 6,

Mechanical means have not been available in the area except
at such times when a D.T. wrecker has been available at the
Le«AeDs and thig does not always coincide with our vehicles
being avalilagble.

with the idea in mind of making a motor gir compEessor
with their limited tools, 2 mechgnics went without my know-
ledge looking for parts.

They first obtained a e¢ylinder and piston off a burnt
and wrecked motor cyecle, for the compressor,

whilst looking for a suitagble motor they came across a
small single cylinder motor on a chassis, which they commenced
to remove.

A Capt., presumgbly from an L.A.D. Came along and enqulred
what they were doing.

They explained the position to him and he in turn explained
to them thagt this particular motor was regquired at the water
point.

The mechanics then reassembled their work and x gwalited.
the Capt. return to get an 0.XK. on the job.

The Capt. also told them to try and obtain a motor from
2/17 Bn “B" Ech.

He glgo informed them that the C.0. Mech. BEquip. hasd
ingpected the smx equipment that morning and they were lucky
to be caught by him then and not later found with the motor
in their possession.

He also told them to inform me that from now on the area
was out of bounds, which they did on their return.
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The mechanics were not asked their names or unit
and not guestioned in any other way.

Al though they had been warned about scrounging they did

not congider they were doing so as they were not after person
gain, but just working to make . 4

: _ the Pl more efficient d give
the drivers more time for other A

magintenance than spending
their time trying to blow up tyres with inadequate pumps.

' %Mf?
lt-ﬁlw{-------'CQPt
(W/R.Barrett)

O.C. Det 2/16 Aust Tpt Pl
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pet 2/16 rust Tpt Pl
19 June 45 |

O« Ce
2/6 Aust gup Dep Coy

REPORT ON ALLEGED SCROUNGING OF B UIPMENT - 17 June 45.

 Thiés detachment was sent from Yorotai without any
workshop equipment or mechanieal aids of any kind and only
the harest of essential tools for 2 mechanics.
rigid enforcement of correct tyre pressures has alwnys
been maintained in the interests of rubber conservation, but
with the issue hand pumps (mostly Ug) it is not praot:lar:ble'
to blow our tyres to the correect pressure by hand, on Cell@C

é x 6.
yechanical meansg have not been available in the area except

at such times when a D.T. wrecker has been available at the
LeAeDe and this does not always coincide with our vehieles
being available.

with the idea in mind of .aking a motor air compiessor
with their limited tools, 2 mechanics went without my know- .

ledge looking for parts.
They first obtained a eylinder and piston of f a burnt

and wrecked motor cycle, for the compressor.
whilst looking for a suitable motor they came across a

ﬁnll gingle cylinder motor on a chassis, which they commenced
to remove,
A Capte, presumably from an LeAeDs came along and encuired

what they were doing. |
They explained the position to him and he in turn explained

to them that this particular motor was rejuired at the water
Pﬂint-
the mechanics then reassembled their work and x awnited
the capt. return to get an 0.K. on the job.

The Capt. nlso told them to try and obtain a motor from
2/17 Bn "B" EReh. .

He almo informed them thnt the C.0. Mech. Taquip. hod |
inspected the mmx equipment that morning and they were luecky
to be caught by him then and not later found with tl}f mo tor

in their possession.
He algo told them to inform me that from now on the nrea

was out of bounds, which they did on their return.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT021956



The mechanics were not asked their names or unit
and not cuestioned in any other way.

Al though they had becn warned

not consider they were doing so as they were not after personal
i 1 . P n

gain, but just working to make the P1 more efficient, and give

the drivers more time for other maintenance than spending

their time trying to blow up tyres with inande uate pumps.

about gerounging they did

b 7
(W R.Barrett)

O«Ce Det 2/16 jpust Tpt P1

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1021956



1L
!_'i
F f
y ’ - s " o
—_ ol . &
_‘-__f r-l‘r " r ‘1.. 1' f F. "
& o i - o

: i _/ 3 ( r s . F I

A;inﬁﬂﬁ e/ BN G R o
P 4 SR R . SR o e (A
/ R ~ 4 {r: . r & I ‘{ s 4/
| X T 2/3 Aust Fd Coy RAE
/7 Ref 37/1/1
kC ¢ | 4 Jul 45
o :j -
" Comd. o
20 Aust Inf Bde. ,,-.;-/ o

Subjeet : LOOTING
Ref your A4d of 4 Jul 45.

1, It_is requested that a copy of AG 31 of 16 Jun '45 be forwarded to this
?nlttsinca no record of it being received exists nor can the signal be
ocated.

2e Enguiries ?ave been made among the personnel who were in BRUNEI at the time
which consisted of Coy Tac H,4< only. This comprised of the 0,C,, the I.O.’
and an orderly on the telephone. Sig overators were stationed in a
separate part of the camp.

De NeitFe? cf the three mentioned above can remember seelng the messare or
receiving it on the phone. The phone was also being used to 20 Bde “B"
lMess and it is possible that another person took the call, No messare
was passed on, .

%e The report requested was forwarded to 20 Aust Inf B '
. : de tonight in a -
ance with the Brigade Commandery direction, . Sopxa

O The matter has heen investigated as far as ] i
. possible pending the sichti
of AG-Sl'of 16 Jun 45. A further report will then be madﬂgas to tﬁe ;25-
compliance with this signal,

6. In 2/3 Aust Fd Coy Administrative Order No 1 of 24 lay ths following wes
E;zgulg;tzg u;der parilaﬂ (¢) := " Enemy materials surplus to require-

S O © Iorce will be collected and hel i
was read to the troops, TR T o i

- e €
L S W, .
,,h‘ ” -
" W,
Abamatss Sedad R

0C 2/3 Aust Fd Coy RAR . i
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CONFIDENTIAL

- SBJECT °s LOOTIKG
HQ 20 Anst Inf Bde

Asa/
4 Jnl 45

2/3 Ayst P4 Coy RAE

1e | On 16 Jdun 45 this HQ signal AG31 digected yon to hold a
detailed inspection of kits and vehs and report resnlts.

2e An explanation is regnired ﬂiiwhy this report has not been
f*lrni 3h3dl A
3e (a) It is reported that certain soldiers were 1n.poasoéaial

of articles taken from a2 honse at 466393 and that
these were not retnwrned to this HQ as ordered.

(b) It is also reported that some offrs and/or NCOs knew
"that men were in possession of civilian articles and
failed to take sction to recover or report this.

4, (a) The matter will be personally investigated by the OC
and a fnll report on the whole circnmstances will be
farnisred immediately.

(b) This metter is vy serionsly regarded by the Bde

Comd. Attention is directed to 20 Anst Inf Bde Aam
Order No 1, para 35.

¥ Ao 5»2'
O
2

0 Anst Inf Bde
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From all the evigence obtainable it gppears that much
eas taken be natives, poessibly some Ly Jepneses .

A large quentity wee taken into aufe Zeepin an
officer of 20 Brigades I took some more for the same BW‘MM

as I reached the place, %his regidence nct kxnowm t
not exist when I was in BRUNFI, o W —

“hen we landed at BROCKETOY ve obiained infomotion

that the Sultan was at a native vill and the dlscovery of this place
full of valusbles was most meM wd o

The valusbles taken 1Rt0 sate ke have been returned
hﬂhwmumlm that mveh bLelonging to himself,
%0 his amdfamily i1s still miesing

extremely
the bl~ whereabouts of some of the i
anstituted end will continue, end it is
ground for hope, to retrieve somee

as soon utha::l. tence d%mrdmh“m““ '
8
HGQ 20 Aust Inf Bie, . .

' ;
0C Y

I
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HQ 20 Aust
7365

T Bge

é1i Seported %o DIV as bofly damaged
ﬁﬂ_ﬂu' conditions But a pieque

AEME and placed in charge of
wes in charge 2/9 Aust Armd Regt

m “ﬂg.ﬂmt mvuum this area on 19 Jun 45
e reported to WIFQ that it hed been damaged W

mnd, 1iem of troopse

md." hing has’ ‘been removed or Samaged
ﬂ S et t was done by natives who
] - area utnn thu time of Jep evacuation and

I S

I X : . .
LA S A S e
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- 2/118 Aust Bde Wksp
e . 20 Jun 45

e e —— i a—

t Bde V

I inspected the Brunei wireless station the day after Brunel was
takene I found e

\
(a) the egquipment had been severely damaged by lle Go Tfire,
probably from the airs

('b) A considerable amount of transmitting equipment was missing,
probably taken by Japs when leavings

In my opinion the eguipyent wés completely U3y tThere being
practically no serviceable equipmente There was no proppect of restering

the station, even at that stage, without installing completely new
equipmente

D Gaffon Capt(EUE)
2/118 Aust Bde Wksp

- 20 Auyst Inf Bge

Above report is forwarded for your informations

W S Chajman- liajor ?
Ce.Os 2/118 Aust Bde Wksp
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2/8 Aust Fd Regt
Ref C5/u7
21 Jun 4%

2/64 Aust LAD were stationed approximate 00 yards £
the wireleass station. - oz w3 o

2. Capt W J STEWART, OC 2/64 Aust LAD states that during the
time he was stationed in BRUNEI, the wireless station was guarded
by 2/17 Aust Inf Bn. He visited the wireless station with Capt

GALLON of 11 z'mp- who removed all valuable instruments into
;:;l mk;g;u ere being guarded by 118 Bde Wkeps when he left

: Lt=col RAA
2/8 Aust Pd Regt
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| '(:;Ju\t ass,_aust «nf Bde €0 Jun 45.
~ 3
.. ZEPORT ON TAKING OVER AND OCGUPATION OF
MAIN WIRELES: ATTON AR R 5 i
214 iEA - BRUNK:
1. This area was
t
: Jun 45, "NeD e¥Ar Ty we. at fpproximately 1200 hrs on 18
\
| 2 e

There wa
| a8 ne formal hea
| ancy at the time of taking avgs;

by phen ” 19 June the otaf :
S 008, /and advised that nﬁpécquet wa s peszeg Sipﬁiintiii SEHEZ;:ed

lon PI'oper was o &

| . | had - open to all and sundrv.

i that there was nothing of value oeen glven him Oy Major Chapman,zﬁME,

| s Plequeting
Cecause of

3

B3 M(L) gave instructe

done, at &pproximately

&1 d damage

e other Equipment.
€ eqQuipment, there éppeared to bepnothingFgﬁmv:ize

luﬂJUL“‘Ju'#;i:
» 2/9 Aust Armd Re
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-

/ ,
HQ 20 Aust Inf Bde
A Lﬂig@{}
20 45
2 Augt Diy
1;‘ The Sultan's "“palace" which he occupied before the war was a large
double story building at 466385 (Ref Map BRUNEI 1/50000),
B;j At some time during the Japanese occupation he left this building

which was taken over by the Japsnese, He moved to a house at 466392
This place is among trees and cannot be seen from the BRUNEI -~ TUTONG Roads

3o About a month or six weeks before our troops entered BRUNEI he
left this reai&a:ace to take refuge in a native village some distance down
the BRUNEI River,

Lo Hig reason for leaving is not clear, He states it was because

of his treatment by the Japanese,

Be. When he left the house in which he had been living it was locked
upe JMuch property was left in it.

6e Our troops entered BRUNEI on the afternocon of 13 June A standing

patrol was established across the Clifford Bridge at 484401, But no
advance was made beyond this point; and this detachment remained the
nearest troops to the area of the Sultan's house until the morning of
15 June when an advance began by two companies towards TUTONG,

'?J On 16 June the existence of the house became known to HQ 20 Aust

Inf Bde also the fact that troops who had some into its neighbourhood were
removing articles from it, ,

Se Action was taken to prevent thise Kit inspections ang other
measures were subsequently ordered to recover all property removeds
Sentries were posted on the housees And all valusble articles were taken
1111'.0 cuﬂtﬂﬂ.y-

e Up till 16 June the exisgtence of the house was not known to Bde HQ
or any unit HQe It had been known that the Sultan had left BRUNEI and
gone into hiding in a native village, But it was assumed that up till
the time of doing so he had been living in his normal palaces But 1%
wag found to0. be unoccupied, much damaged by the Japanese and quite bare
of furniture,

10 2 The Sultan returned to BRUNEI on the afternoon of 17 June, He
went first to his main palace and moved again some days later into the
houses

1% On his return all the property held in safe custody for him was

returmed to him The most valuable items seemed to be various articles
of regalis, ornamental swords, silverware,ornaments and valuable cloths

and household furnituree.

12, It is reported that some articles said to have been in the house
when the Sultan left it are missings These are sald to include the
lesser erowns belonging to members of his family and some jewellery, IHis
owm crown is not missings - _

13 The Bde Comd has personally investigated the matters The facts
ascertained on this investigation are set out in the following paragraphss

14e When first examined by officers on 16 June the house was in
considerable disorders This was in part due to our troops having been
in it and removing some articless .

15 a) A rear door had however been broken open end entered some
2 (2) time before our troops came to mno.q

L]

\
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(b)
(e)

(a)

(2)

(b)

(2)
(b)

(=)

s
The person-or persons who did-this are unknowns

The back room in the house had beea in disorder before our
troops entered BRUNEL,

The front room in which most of the vagluables were had been

sliphtly disturbed and one glass case broken before our H
foremost troops came to the house on the morning of 15 Junee

On 15 June and 16 June some of our itroops were in the houses

Some articleg were ramoved by them mq further disorder
cauged particularly in the front rooms

It is thogght that all groparty taken by our iroops was
recovereds Kit inspectionsg were held early on 17 June of
all troops who had been in the area; and other enguiries
and scarchesg have been mades

It is impossible to establish the whereabouts of the missing
articles or who took thems

(i) There is no evigence that they were tsken by our
troopse It seems probable that they were taken
before our t:!'eolpl came to HBRUNEI either by natives
or by Japaneses

(ii) |Natives are known to have looted a number of the
wealthier houses and government buildings after thelr
occupiers had left them and before our troops
arrivede Many articles from them ai¢ now being
recovered from gistant native villagess

(iii) There was considerable looting by Japanege duriug
thelr occupancyes Identified furniture from the
Sultan's palace was found at TUTONG where it was
reported by natives to have been taken by Japaneses
And articles igentified ag coming from houses in
MIRI have been found in houses occupied by Japanese
in BRUNEI,

Reports are attached Ly t=

(1) Wing Commander KAY RAF, OC Y Det BBCAU, He lived in
BRUNEI before the war snd knows the Sultan, IHe is
the onJJy person who has seen the Sultan om this
matters The Bde Comd congidered it better that he
himgelf should not do s0e

(14) ©Nx898z1 Cpl J E ALLGOOD 2/17 Aust Inf Bn, [Hig
section were the first of our troops in the
neighbourhood of the housee

(1i1) Maj L C MACLARN 2/17 Aust Inf Bn, Maj MACLARN
ingpected the house closely on 19 June, Thls was
after the Sultan hadl returned to his palace, but
before he wfnt back to his houses At the time of
Maj MACLARN'S inspection the valuable articles from
the front room of the house which had been taken into
custody hail been restored to the Sultan; but most of
them were then in his palace not in the houses iaj
MACLARN'S report is therefore only direect evigence
g0 far ag 1t relates to the doorway and the back
roomg from which property had not been removed by us
for safe custodys |

A separate report will be submitted in more detail concerning fthe
action of our troops and disciplinary actione
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COPY CONFIDENTIAL
QUBJECT: LOOTING OF HH THE TAN'S V

Y Det BBCAU
21 Jun 45

Commanging Officer,

20 Aust Inf Bge

‘ Until approximately six weeks ago the Sultan was living
1N a secondary residence some distance from his Istanss He then left
to take refuge in a native village leaving his residence and many
Valuables inside,

- This residence was ransacked, much valusble stuff being
€N,

From all the evigence obtainable it appears that much
Was taken be natives, possibly some by Japanese,

A large quantity was taken into safe keeping by an
Officer of 20 Brigade. I took some more for the same purpose as soon
as I reached the places PRhis residence was not known to me, it dia
not exist when I was in BRUNEI,

When we landed at BROOKETON we obtained information
that the Sultan was at a native village and the discovery of this place
full of valuables was most unexpected.

The valuables taken inte safe keeping have been returned
to His Highness who informs me that much belonging to himself,
to his wife, andfamily is still missing,

| Naturally he is upset about it, but has accepted the los
with extremely good grace. ’ . :

Leaving a house full of valuables like this he is of
course extremely fortunate not to have lost the lote Inguiries as to
Ihetggaii'gle ghf;f]e_fhouti of some of the missing valuables have been

ns uted an continue, and it is hoped, without perh m
ground for hope, to retriewre’ SOmMEe i ’ i

A
guard was put on this house to prevent further trouble
as soon as the existence of this valuable roperty was kno
HQ 20 Aust Inf Bde, g okt e

W Kay W/Cde
OC Y Det BBCAU

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1021956



A

were taien

other

valu-bic atiacs

R e o

26 Jud 45

’

wmtil
towvards

o actocincnt
1t ingpeetions

m_
WW
| i |

i

—m«m mms w—_ .m mmn w-_ _

_ mmuwm_m" BRI EL
il g 41 B8 B ol
oy Ul i 1 o 5 1t

| mm £ mua—»—m u.m._m Lcn 1 nmu al 285

RCDIGT1021956

hogever boen brgn Qi @l cutered e

(8) 4 zoop goox hod

WAR MEMORIAL

1%

AUSTRALIAN



- -

e J (b) wmwmmaummm

/ (¢) The baek room in the house had been in disomier bDefore our
troopo entered IRUKEILs

(d) The front yvoom in vhich most of the valuslics were had been

elich ddoturbed and case broken before our ,
hﬁmmm‘-‘o on the moring of 15 Junce

W Cn 15 Jue snd 16 Jme sooe of owr were in the houate
mmmmwﬁmq dlporder
couged porticdlaly in the irvont

D) It ig thought
(») m;uu < §
17

M!_.sn;tmmat m our
m"wmhnu“wnm”
oy hy Japments

(v) (1)

MHMMﬁ‘
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‘Sub jec\t -\\g\'ﬁ’é REPORT ON SULTAN'S RESIDENCE
.;“ i{Q 2/17 pAust Inf Bn
20 Jun 45

20 Aust Inf Bde

1. Herewlth Report on Sultan's Residence by Maj L C MACLARN
in acco®dance with verbal request.

L
A:?{/uw&-———— Ma

Adm COmd Rear Det 2/17 Aust Inf Bn

i < Jun 495
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REPORT ON SULTAN'S RESIDENCE

AS Directed by Comd 20 Aust Tnf Bde

On 19 June the 2/17 Aust Inf Bn Rear Det were reguested to
supply a guard of one NCO and ten OR for the 3ultan's Palace, its
duty being protection of the Sultan and his property. The tour of
duty commenced at 191700I and would continue until relieved by ord-

ers from Bde HQ.

At approx 1l000T next mornlng the Guard comd was informed by
the DAPM that the Sultan would send his servants to prepare hls
Resldsnce so that the dultan could move In later that dgy.

The Guard comd came to my HQR to request transport to move his
guard and informed me of the change 1n plans.

Although I was informed that the 3ultam's servants had returned
to the house, at the time of my inspectlon I saw no one there ex-
cept the guard from the 2/17 Aust Inf Bn which had been posted on
the house. The Sultan himself was reported to be still at his palace
where he had gone onehls return. I understood he was preparing to
move again to the house as his palace had been damaged by the enemy.

I made a thorough inspection of the house and from it I made
the following observations:

(a) The residence comprises of ;-

Office, State Room, three (5) Bedrooms, Breakfast Room,
and Bath Room.

(b) There are five entrances to the house, three on the side
and two at the rear. The side doors were locked and in-
tact. One rear door had been forced open to galn entrance
to The mouse. 1 closely examined the door and found that
1t had been nalled from the inslide, and it was evident
by the rust on the nalls and the broken pieces of wood-
workx which had been exposed to the weather, that the door
had been forced open some weeks before nmy visit.

(¢) The entrance from the rear leads into the Breakfast Room.
Thls room contained en amount of crockery and glassware
on the floor. The floor was in a state of disorder - papers
firewood and old clothes scattered all over the floor.
None of this seemed to have been recently done. I examined
the room carefully and noticed that the crockery and papers
were very discoloured and covered 1n dust, which had acec-
umulated round each article so that when moved it clearly
lef't 1ts pattern on the floor, I formed the definite op-
inion that the disorder in this room had exisied for sev-
eral weeks at least.

(d) From the Breakfast room entrance could be made to any Bed-
room, and tihrough them to any other room in the house. The
three bedrooms had been ransacked - clothing, bedclothes,
papers, and books had been emptied out of trunks and suilt-
cases. I[i was very evident by the accumulation of dust on
top of the clothing and books, both iInside and outside of
the trunks, and from the rust and mildew that had collescted
on the broken locks and leather that there was sufficlent
evidence to confirm my oplnion that the damage had been
done for some conslderable tiue.
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(e) The State Room contained a number of articles such as
beaten sllver and brassware, and a number of spears. Ple-
tures, amongst which were two groups of the Sultan taken
with Japanese Officers) had been taken from the walls and
stacked in a corner. The room also contained a number of
glass showcases contalning glassware and ornaments, & quan-
tity of furniture, a desk, and book cupboard. A close ©x-
amination revealed that this was the only room in the house
that showed any sign of recent damage. One glass case was
broken and appeared 5o have been done within a few days.

Other demage in this room was as follows:

(1) the drawers of the desk had been turned out, but this
had not been done recently as a film of dust covered
the papers.

(11) in the cenitre of the room was a large silver casket
wileh had been forced open and split at the seams. I
examined this casket very closely to try and establish
how long 1t had been forced but was unable to accurate-
1Lutimtu the period, but 1t would appear by the
blackened and tarnished nature of the damage to the
silver that i1t had been forced open some time 8g0.

(f) The office: Very little damage In this room, which contained
two desks and one large Bookcase. The only apparent damage
Was one drawer whlch &ppeared to be forced. It was not
possible to form any opinion as to when this had taken place
although 1t did not appear to be recent.

(g) General: As a result of my Inspection I consider it evident
Wooover was first responsible for the damage and dis~
order forced an entrance through the rear door of the build-
ing, and that 1t had occured some wesks ago. HNo traces of
recent damage were evident apart from the State Room in which
one zlass case appeared to have been broken recently.

' 3 .--‘C_.{F,,.,_____‘_d___,_
2/17 Aust Inf Bn
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SUBJECT 3 LOOTING = SULTAN OF BRUNEI's PAIACE AND OTHER RESIDENCES

il

He 20 Aust Inf Rde
44

AR/ s665 =
N 22 Jun 45 .
s - C:erta:lﬂ regatlia, amrda and ualking sticks believed

to have come from a residence of the sultan of BRUNZI have been  *
recovered by this HQ from 2/17 /‘ust Inf Bn store. som of thege
have the names of soldiers. The house in question is at 466392 '

~and is not the Iloraer ralace. . i m
2%  T"Other €ivilian articles - ;;L antly from the same aaurec' i
were rée’bwﬂd from soldiers of the “":

pefore the recovery of thesé articles and after recelipt “"""*
nf th:l.s HR's order that a kit inspection be held the CO had asked
that such inspection be dispensed with on the assurance that nong "

~of his"unit w4as in a position o have ‘obtained possession of any ﬂ:
Gf thE articles- | o * | aaay
4, ' TAreport from Lt TRUDGECN obtained later .hows that nu
platoon Was"in the area of the h"ﬁuaa | L3 m
 PsogEe % report from 2/17 AUSt IAT Dn staies that OC fwd coys """'”
are guite cﬁ"ta.tn that their tps were not concerned in the ramonlm
6e A TFeport from Cpl ALLGUUD states that his sec movad i
throu li the dea and entered the house. ~— e
7. 7 TRILGUCD's report does not Stateé that any member of his D
part.y rmvad any articles from the house. It implies Lhat they
did nﬂug, RS | S
Sa " ~“"En:ms:m-:- of the articles rﬂcovered were however irom o MB:
ﬂf JI.LIGCOB'ﬂ m- ; o 2 2l e
9o 7 "Héports from 2/17 Auit ’Ihf ®n by 6ffrs who interviewed ™
dvrs states none of them v:lsiudm“tha Rajah's Tiouse" except under _

‘supervision of an orfr. P ; o
1ls The Bdo Comd directs t at CO 2/17 nust Inl 3n give his
peérsonal Atténtion to the matter and re in reference to the
above paral as follows ;- e B

11,  rara l. (a) what offr or NCC received the regalia gt

articles Into unit store or knew they I&I‘e._"::
SRR~ g 5 o 2
R e they w re obtained : o

A e RRE v ¥ rie : R . |
=

s © 7" 7"(b) who handéd thsese articles in; were any of “":
’ WERFCRRr s them obtained from the abovamntiomd house =
| or in its vicinity. 4 list of those with

e 908 | name tags is att. “:
e "’"Pd?t 2e Were these articles recovered from Pte TURNBILL :;
A¥ and Pte Lol HuWw obtained from the house or its vicinity. i

e . A
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(2)

13. mu 3 and 4. B |

“(a) What pla otheér than LU TRUDGEON's have been
subjected to kit inspection? |

"(b) How is coy comd's assurance reconciled with

3 receipt of articles in unit store and with

, TR possession of other articles by Cpl ALLGOOD'S >
- sec? .

4. ~  Para 7.(a) Did ALIGOm“EM'w his men had articles
BCCTR G e L A D) when he wrote" his report

.....

15.; X Fara 9. (l) Is the "Rajai's House" referred to in this
S D report t.ha Imﬁ&h In Quastion?

W R Under WHAL 0ffs's supstvision did dvrs visie”
poiiape o i the "Rajall's House" and Tor what reason? -

e (t) puring mkﬂ-m Mn:l.at 14/15 Jun were .
wnlﬂiu-lefzm ust Inf Bn or any of

LS

M 1 R e pont near ﬂifm Bridge.

Ly e SR e ker P e s

oy

16 Mrhpm will e -th as soon as possible to ena
the BEO Comd to complete his innatimt:loﬁ and furnish his repart -«
© highte BV - , :

- B
¢ ~“*fa) Dpisciplinary action will m bt instituted until s
v G d:lﬂcm th:l.l

but unit ul.l“.l. e in a position to
civilian
r«* f.anna &'ﬂ

(B‘) A’f-ﬁﬁﬂhdhﬂﬂﬂ%ﬂi&&&ﬂlm
| ”ﬁ)htm

e R [T

e . p—
.th' i e T T - L] |m.
PR A e W B A LT -
- 1y
P
~riilg i
B |j'.¢
e Tk s i =
e
“:F - ——
7 s e
-
~Tr iy
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SONFIDENTIAL

5 ; T : : . , .
SUBJECT 3 LOOTING = SULTAN OF BRUNEI's PALACE AND OTHER RES DENCRS

Hy 20 Aust Inf Bde

& Ad4/ Sces .
22 Jun 45 s

Lo ~ Certain regadlia, swords and walking sticks believed
to have come from a residence of the sultan of BRUNGEI have been
recovered by this HQ from 2/17°Alust INF Bn store. some of these
nave the names oOf soldiers. The house in qQueéstion is at 466392 e
and is not the former Palace, e
2+ T OUeT Civilian articles "pparently from the same source ™™™
were rac wired iram soldiers of "the  bn. =) - —
L gl pefore the recovery of these articles and after receipt <o
of this HQ's order that a kit inspéction be held the CO had asked ™
that such iInspection be dispensed with on the assurance that none ™=
Of his"unit wds in a position "t6 have obtained possession of any
of the“articles,” - N o - o il

ool i

4, "~ A report from Lt TRUDGEON Obtained later shews that hig ™
platoon Wag“In the area of the housey * ~~ ry
9«  "TWreport from 2/17 Aust INf Bn states that OC fwd coys ™
afe quite certain that their tps were not concerned in the removalJ™

e £
W - A repoi't Ifrom Cpl ALLGUCD states that his sec moved o_—
tE?Ua‘h“W“aﬁ%a and entered thé house, "~ oo,
7« TRUUGUOD's report does"not state that any member of hisg ™

P&I‘t}’ reﬂ}?}i?d an.’f al"tiClEE i‘rcm .t.he hou&a- It iﬂlpliES Lhat they a8

Se T Some of the articles Tretovered were however from members
of ALIGCCOD's sec. | -
e e Vi IV e R Nindias , ' h"_ S———
2;!. .t.. mﬁébérts ?mz/ﬁ iﬁ;ﬂnﬁf Bn b,ghd”ffrs who interviewed ™
. s}ipurﬂsim*"ﬁf an offr. et i o : - P NS
s T T 0 ' v M s . . gy
1C. The Bde Comd directs t. at CO 2/17 aust Inf 3n give his ;
personal atténtion to the matter and report in rei‘erencegto She = T
1l.  Para l. (a) what offr or NCO received the regalia o
s e TR i articles 1nto unit store or knew they were ™
T . there, and what knowledge he had of where =~ ™™
A they w . re obtained LAt Jp—

| _H-m!#; | i | N R, et —_—— xe
T 7 " 7""(b) who handéd“thdse articles in; were any of ™
B e them obtained Irom thé abovementioned house “™*
WP | or in its vicinity. A list of those with e,
ot e mE w* u a*tt. TR e .
2, " "Para 2. were these articles recovered from Pte TURN -
AW and Pte Lis HSW obtained from the house or its vieinity. =
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(2)
13. Paras 3 and 4. e

“(a) What pls other than Lt TRUDGECN'S have been
subjected to kit inspection? |

““(b) How is coy comd's assurance reconciled with
receipt of articles in unit store and with
possession of olher articles by Cpl ummgrl_,..._

'-r\.I-P'-l'."

TR e A e AN
14,  Para 7. (&) Did Awﬁ'mu his men had articles a2
i s e (3) WROR NS JRRINE TREN
oo (id) before théy were recovered in kit :I.nnpoct:l.,'.'
e .. MS-(;) Is the "Rajali's House" referred to in this oo
12 i - e report t.g:’) A duestion? "‘Fﬁ’

e () Undar uriﬂ"“ﬁﬂ!r"‘l éu"‘paﬁ'fﬂinn did dvrs viai
a St 4 um'ihrg ilouge” .a.nd for what reasong o

i e (c) puring day 14 Jun and night 14/15 Jun were -

2 Sb - B oy am‘ aomua Qf 2/17 Luslt Iﬂf B Oor any %hw
R r R unit known to proceed in front of our foremoStH
T R LR posns near Clifford Bridge:- M

.'h*_ T J--'i_. bl ] . T

1#&

16 =~ This report will be submitted as soon as possible to enabl
the Bde Comd to complete his investiga‘tiﬁns and furnish his raport.w
to hfﬁhﬂ‘"‘ atthority. ke e “’““:

7+ '(a) Disciplinary action will Not-be-ingtituted until - /g
BT gipacted by this HQ but unit will be in a position t&**
- produce evidence of improper possession of civilian

property for taking of summaries.

(b) Attention is directed to this HQ Adm Order 1 para
- 35(h) ref looting.

/ %//éj Capt

SC 20 Aust Inf RBde
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Articles, the property of the Sultan of -
subsequent ly r:qom... t;dtLM by 20 Aust mmmm stalen but

Court Syord = gold moumied C
with blade leather Scabbard "':: G:J‘ 3./!173 Aust Inf Bn -
| recovered from Bn Kit store.

4 NX124412 Pte SUTTON
Bn HQ 2/17 Aust Inf Ba
reco id from Bn K1t Store.

ons unidentified handed in by
YMCA rep att 2/17 Aust Inf mEn.

g i

seabbard and one in Cda ) the YMGA

Silver ormament - MOtOr Boat Pte AN TIRNBULL
_ g G i1 Pl 2/17 Aust Inf Bn
recovered in kit inspection.

Small silver dish ami beaded Pt¢ HBW Lss
bag P S 2/17 Aust Inf mm
| recovered in kit inspection.

29008 4n Wesd Seabberd NX91964 Pte PARY
(t;'gﬂ not the property of ) wA" xmv Aust Inf Bn.
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i recovered from Bn Kit Store.

R %‘m“u Inf

=

™™o swords -« one 15“;
k|

scabbard and ohe in

—
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-

Suject: ILOOTING - SULTAN OF BRUNEI's PAIACE AND OTHER RESIDENCES

.. ' g He 2/17 Aust Inf Bn
0 K A
9\'5 26 Jun 45
20 Aust Inf Bde
1. Ref your A44/3665 of 22 Jun 45 the points raised are answered
below.
s Para II (a) Articles were returned to B Ech which is under

comd of Capt L C SIMPSON. He knew that some
articles had come in from B @oy and directed they
be packed with other souvenirs being held with-
out. personally inspecting the articles. He has
now been specifically directed to make personal
examination of all articles being sent to B Ech
for custody.

(b) (1) Sword with name Pte COLLEY found outside
house.
(11) walking sticks located old hut within 1/2
mile of wireless station BRUNEI.

(111) Only gold sword i1s known to YMCA rep. It
was placed on hls jeep when delivering
coffee to B Coy night 15/16 Jun. Not known

% by whom.
(1v) Sword with Pte FAHY's name tag attached.
This was found among remalins of Jap CCS in
RANGOON area.

D Para l2@ Yes. ‘
4, Para 15 (&) None.

(b) All previous enquiries were on the basis of
advice that house concerned was "Rajah's Palace"
at 466586 and NOT as subsequently advised house
at 466592. Rajah's Palace area was completely
by-passed by adv gd coy.

9. Para 1& ALLGOOD states did not know articles in possession
of men In his sec till told by them after warning of
kit inspection. Report and kit inspection were
contemporaneous. Fuller report by ALLGOOD att.

é. Parga 15 (&) No.

(b) Maj L C MABLARN and Lt POLLOCK on recce. Dvr
merely drove them there.

(¢) None.

T It appears that Lt TRUDGEON was informed that there were
valuables in the house concerned but not of the full extent. He

took no immediate steps in regard to control because of his tac ob-
ligation as polnt pl and because area was 1in process of belng taken
over by Arty. He falled to make any report whatsoever to his Coy
comd and tolerated the possession of articles by members of his pl.
He was also aware that other articles (found later) had been returned
to B Ech but he dld not see them.

| Lt-Col
Cnmd.EIIT Aust Inf Bn

. 5_6 Jun 45
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VL. STATEMENT BY NX89831 Cpl ALLGOOD J B

[ AusS Bn
1. I was In charge of the forward section in the advance forward
along the road from CLIFFORD BRIDGE. |
2. On reaching the track leading left towards a number of builld-
ings I left four (4) members of the section on a small knoll

overlooking the buildings and moved forward with three (3) privates
(WALKER, SMITH and GRAHAM) to the bulldings on the right. Two huts
had been occupled by the Japs and were found to contain Japanese
literature etec.

3. We then moved to the bulldings to the left of the large house
in the centre and found them clear. One Austen car was found in the
garage and was reported to the TO who came through approx 30 minutes
later.

4. I then tried all doors at the sides and front of the main
bullding and found them to be padlocked. Moving to the rear of the
bullding with Pte WALKER JV I found the rear door leading through
& bathroom open. We moved into the building and noticed beds and
bedding had been turned over and the rooms at the rear were in an
untidy state. One bed on the left appeared to have been occupied
& day or so previously.

5. The maln room was furnished with many glass cases containing
trinkets of many types and in some cases the cases had been turned
round on their stands, although there was only small gquantities of
broken glass on the floor. I moved through the whole building end
then moved back and reported the ares to Ir TRUDGEON.

6. Other members of my section moved through the area to the
right and to the rear of the main building and exploited to a depth
of about 100 yds. The sectlion then took up position on a small
knoll overlooking the area forward.

7. A number of jeeps then moved down the track contalning other
units - Artillery and RAE personnel etc who appeared to make a recce
of the area in the vieinlty of the bulldings and some troops also
moved through the buildings and huts.

8. The order then came for us to move back to the main rosd and
hav; lunch and the section moved back to an assembly area on the
roasd.

9. Two members of the section picked up small trinkets in the

area I was advlised later and handed them to Mr TRUDGEON before a
kit Inspection two days later.

10. I gave instructions to be most careful of boody traps and not
to touech any goods in the main building while the section was in the
area I did not see any members of the section touch any glass cases.,

11, The trinkets referred to, picked up by Ptes TURNBULL And LEE,
I was informed by them were picked up in the vieinity of the bath
room. They advlised me of th#s prior to the inspection when they
produced the articles two days later. |
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1. I was in char of the forward section in the advance forward
along the rosd from CLIFFORD BRIDGE.

2. On rea the track leading left towards a number of bulld-
ings I left four (4) members of the section on a small kmoll
overlooking the bulldings and moved forward with three (3) privates
(WALKER, SMITH and GRAHAM) to the bulildings on the right. Two huts
bad been occupled by the Japs and were found to conta Japenese
literature etec.

3. Wo then moved to the bulldings to the left of the large house
in the centre and found them clear. One Austen car was fo in the

age and was reported to the T0 who came through approx 30 minutes
ter.

4. I then tried all doors at the sides and front of the maln
building and found them to be padlocked. Moving to the rear of the
bullding with Pte WALKER JV I found the rear door le ading through
& bathroom open. We moved into the building and noticed beds and
bedding had been turned over and the rooms at the rear were in an
untidy state. One bed on the left appeared to have besn occupied
& day or so previously.

8. The maln room was furnished with many glass cases conta

trinkets of many types and in some cases the cases had been turned
round on thelr stands, although there was only small quantities of
broken glass on the floor. I moved through the whole bullding and
then moved back and reported the srea to Mr TRUDGEON.

6. Other members of my section moved through the area to the
right and to the resr of the nain bullding and exploited to a depth
of about 100 yds. The section then took up posltion on a small
knoll overlooking the area forward.

y A number of jeeps then moved down the track containing other
units - Artillery and RAE personnel ete who appesred to make a recce
of the area in the vieinity of the bulldings and some troops also
moved through the bulldings and huts.

8. The order then came for us $0 move back to the maln road and
hn:; lunch and the section moved baek to an assembly area on the

ro .

9. Two members of the section ploked up small trinkets in the

area I was advised later and handed them to ¥r TRUDGEON before a
kit inspection two days later.

1o0. I gave instructions to e wost careful of boody traps and not
to toueh any goods in the main building while the sectlon was in the
area I did not see any members of the section touch any glass cases.

11, The trinkets referred to, plcked up by Ptes TURNBULL And LEE,
I was informed by them were picked up in the vieinity of the bath
room. They advised me of this prior to the inspection when they
produged the articles two days later. =

"

Taken by me in the fleld m);‘ Jun 45.

(5-C f’?ﬁd7 :
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2/3 Aust, Fd, Gﬂyi.R.A.E.
4 July 45

Comd ,,
Bﬁ Aﬂﬁtl Inf| Bdﬂ-

REPORT ON ARTICLES IN POSSESSION OF
e PALAE - il R I S AT L L e e

TX820 S/8gt BUTLER M C = TX5273 Spr DOCKING J E

le The following articles were received from the a/m soldiers:-

1 pair of earrings - TX820 §/Sgt BUTLER M G
1l watch . - TX5273 Spr DOCKING J B

under the following circumstances.

2¢ At an 0845 Conference on about the 18 June Bde Commander said that it has been
found that some regalis and veluables have been taken from the Sultan's palsce,
The Commander ordered thet enquiries be made among st units whose personnel were
in the vicinity and reports to be made of the refoval of articles and of the
unauthorised movements of personnel in that area, Also that souvenirs be closely
examined and e kit inspection of gll persons concermed be carried out, At an
interview several nights laterI was informed by the Bde Commander that it had
been reported to him by AASC that the Engineers were in the area and had obe-
tained some gold rings, I was instructed that I should make discreet enquiries
and try to verify this statement, The only Engineer persounel in tie area were
3 Platoon, On my contacting Lieut B, UNDERWOOD he made the required kit
inspection and reported the holding of the ear rings and watch alrsady held by
20 Aust Inf Bde,

NX40095 Lieut B, UNDERWOOD mekes +he following statement e

On the 13 June S/Sg;t BUTLER M C & Spr DOCKING J E returned to Platoon HQ after
& recce with the forward platoon into Brunei with Towels and singlets for canmp
use and reported that they had found a pair of ear rings and a watch, T
allowed them to retain them, At about 1930 hrs 15 June I sent S/Sgt JUTLER in
a jeep to clear the Sultan's Paldce Road, ‘
Previous to this none of the engineers had been beyond the Clifford bridge,

e Have you conducted a kit inspection,

Ao YEE- :
Qe Has any parcek been sent Tthrough the mail by your platoon,
Ae To, ,

e Have you heard whether other units were in that ares,
&« At about 1600 hrs 15 June I overheard & conversation amongst a group on the

roadside that L persornel had been in the Sultan's Palace ares and that the
Provost had recovered the Sultants Jjewels,

Qe To which unit did the group belong,
Ae To either the Artillery or the Signals, but I am not sure which since I was
writing a message at the time,

% I badK py O
33 Quet [2Coy /627:?” |
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TX 820 S5/Sgt BUTLER M C makes the following statement :=

On the 13th of June Spr DOCKING & I were with the forward company of the
infantry when it advanced into Brunei and were instructed by the forward Platoon
Commander to search the houses and XEEEJ installations for booby traps. ' Near the
wharf a heap of clothing, towels, materials and Jap cigarettes were found, There
was nearby a suitcase in the open containing odds and ends, Jap cigarettes, the
ear rings and the watch., I took the ear rings and Spr DOCKING took the watch,

We returned to Platoon H,Q. that night and turned the towels and singlets into the
Platoon for cleaning rags. I informed Lieut B, UNDERWOOD of the ear rings and
watch and was allowed to keep them,

On the 15 June I was forward with Lieut B UNDERWOOD with B Coy 2/17 Aust Inf
Bn advance, At 1930 hrs Lieut B UNDERWOOD ordered me to return to camp and on my
way back to remove the obstruction from the Sultan's P alace road and investigate to
the end of the road, I was travelling in a jeep with Spr DOCKING J. I removed
the tree from the road and went to the end of the road and returned witiout enterin
any bu::.lding what so evere I returned to camp at 2000 hrs, | X

- Did you see anybody in vehicles in that ares.

Ae lNo :
i_. IHI:'?& you any knowledge ol any engineers mving in that ares,
Qe Have you been subjected to a kit inspection,

&. Yﬂﬂ.

ﬁ’,‘. Have you overheard any allegations or conversations relating to soldiers bein~

in possession of any rings or articles,
A« No.

TX 5273 Spr DOCKING J E makes the following statement,

On the 13 June I was with §/s
gt BUTLER M C at the wharf and we foun
cnltl:aining clothes, Jap cigarettes, ear rings and a watch, I tonklﬁﬁ.iw:'tszi:;m
re ;'n t; G;‘.I@ I reported it to Lieut, B, UNDERWOOD and was allowed to reta:n it -
I the 15 June I drove $/Sgt BUTLER down the Sultan's Palace road to clear !

obstructions We ran about half
: . way along the i i
doer ok e thﬂy&ﬁa. g 'rnad and returned without leaving the

» Have you been subjected to
el iy J a kit inspection,

Allondicgs...
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»  SUBJECT : REMOVAL OF ARTICLES FROM SULTAN'S HOUSE AT 4673¢

2/8 Aust Pd Regt
Ref F]M—I' o
22 Jun
HY
20 Augt Inf Bde
/= 1. Forwarded herewith Reports on the above mentioned
subject by -
Lt-col R L JOHNSTON
Major MR RALPH
Capt ¥ MCASKILL
Capt J A ALLISON
Lt PL WHARTON
Lt AW J SHITH
Lt AJF MeDONALD
SJjt HUGHES - Al ¢
Bdr 0Ccco N

Lt-col RAA
Comd / 2/8 Aust Pd Regt
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REPORT BY VX 173 Lt-col R L JOHNSTON on ARTICLES TAKEN FROM
. HOUSE AT 467393.

1. At approximately 161230 I it was reported to me that TX 1441
Sjt HUGHES T D of 2/8 Aust Fd Regt Survey Party had brought into
RHQ a quantity of valuable swords, ornaments and articles of native
manufacture. (See report by Sjt Hughes T D).

- I inepected the articles and ordered the IO to place all
the articles in the orderly room for safe keeping and advise Bde
HQ8 .

3. At 1315 hours Bde HQe® were informed (entry in Regt Log)

and the I0 was instructed through Capt J A ALLISON to hold the
articles and inform BBCAU.

4, The IO was unable to contact BBCAU and at 1400 hours rang
Bde HQs (entered in Regt Log) and advised Capt Allison that he had
been unable to contact BBCAU, gave the location of the house and
said there were a lot of Waluable articles being held in RHQ. Capt
Allison said he would contact BBCAU. (see reports by Capt Allison
and Lt McDonald).

B At approximately 1300 hours I told Major M R RALPH to go
out to the house and gather up any remaining articles of value and
take whatever steps he considered necessary.

6. Shortly after this conversation I left RHG because of a
report of an accident to two guns.

7 I returned at approximately 1700 hours and saw a large
collection of articles in the orderly room.

8. Major Ralph informed me he had visited the house, removed
the few remaining articles which he considered of value and had
ordered A Troop to return any articles taken from the house to RHQ.
(see report by Major Ralph).

9. Lt McDonald, the I0 informed me that Bde had been advised
and all articles were in safe custody in accord with my instructions.
10. At approximately 2100 hours Brig WJ V WINDEYER rang mm

and told me there was a report of looting from the Sultan's Palace;
and asked did I know anything about it. I told him that 3jt
Hughes had seen the house, collected most of the valuable articles
and they were now in safe custody in RHQ.

11. At approximately 2300 hours Brig Windeyer rang me and
ordered me to have a search =f made of all mens gear as early as
possible the following morning.

12, A search was carried out by officers in RHQ and 58 Bty and
no articles were found; all articles having been placed in HQs
previously.

13. I cannot ascertain if the return of the articles prior to
the rning search was the result of Major Ralph's orders (see
para O) or pre-knowledge that a search was to be made.

14, The following morning I visited 58 Bty for purposes of
investigation.
15. Capt F McASKILL, BC 58 Bty, told me he had seen articles

on the various Bty pnnitiona at approximately 161100 I, and
immediately issued orders that no person was to visit thl house.

I have been unable to verify this statement. I asked him why he
had not advised RHQ or told me about the matter at once or when he
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visited me in RHQ at approximately 161200 I. He gave no satis-
factory reason. I asked him why he had not taken steps to safe
guard the property and he told me he had placed a piquet on the
road leading to the house.

.‘

16. In my opinion Capt McAskill was extremely neglient in
this matter.
As far as I can ascertain, he took no steps to safe guard
or collect the articles, or adviee RHQ, The only action taken
wag at approximately 1600 hours when he ordered that no personmmel
would enter the house, and ordered a picquet on the road at 1630 hrs.

17. Prompt action by Capt MeAskill - in my opinion, would
have averted considerable troubls.

18, I interviewed Lt P L WHARTON, CPO 58 Bty, who told me

that he had visited the house at 160930 I in the course of a recce;
but a8 he was extremely busy getting the position ready for the
guns, he had no time to stop to safe guard native property, and

that by the time his work was completed Capt McAskill was on the Bty
position and he considered he was relieved of further responsibility
in the matter. (see report by Lt Wharton).

19. Prompt action by Lt P L Wharton would have avoided consid-
erable trouble, but I consider his explanation reasonable.

20. The articles returned to RHQ by personnel of 58 Bty were
of little value, being mostly pieces of s8ilk and other materials
which were being used ag scarves or handkerchiefs.

21. All articles collected by this Regt were returned to
BBCAU.
Lt-col RAA

Comd 2/C Aust Fd Regt
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2/8 Aust Fd Regt
21 Jun 45

He)
8 Aust Fd Re

AV approximately 161300 I after converwation with the Co,
I proceeded to A Troop position to investigate a report that
articles of value were lying loose in & native hut nearby.

The entrance to the house was strewn with linen, dress
materials, articles of apparel and odd pieces of cloth.

A room off the entrance had a number of glass cases, some
of which were broken and a few pieces of native silverware were
lying around.

The house had been ransacked prior to the arrival of A
Troop at the gun position.

At the time I visited the house (approximately 1400 hours )
A Troop were not yet in position.

I removed for safekeeping articles which T saw that
appeared to be of value.

I did not remain long in the area as I was informed that
two of our gune were off the side of the road further along
Tutong Road., I left immediately to investigate the matter..

The CO arrived later a2nd I returned to A Troop position.
Onk arrival at A Troop position, I warned Lt A W J SMITH, the
GPO that thé house had apparently been ransacked and il any of
his men had obtained 2cuvenirs from the house, they were to be
collected and returned to RHQ and no further visits were to be
made by personnel.

I did not notice any silverware or other souvenirs on the
position, only a few lengthes of ecloth whigh may have been taken
from the house.

When the CO returned, I showed him the articles I had
brought back for safekeeping and told him that ag far as I knew,
there were only articles of no valus left.

Vajor RAA
2 IC 2/8 Aust Pd Regt
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SUBJECT : LOOTING 58 Aust Pd Bty
17 June 45

gt Regt

1. The following report is submitted on looting from
house at Map Ref 4673914,

2, Yhen I returned to Bty area at approximately 161100 I
I noticed a number of articles on the various positions. On en-

quiring into the source of same it was a nt they had been pro-
cured from the above house. I immediately gave orderse that ne

person would go into the house area.

3. A number of articles which are being returned were
picked up on the road in the vicinity of the Bty area.

Capt RAA
58 Aust Fd Bty
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2/8 Aust Fd Regt
20 Jun 45

REPORT BY VX 13932 Capt \LLISON ON REMOVAL OF GIVILIAI

C e = e

RGP ETT FHOE ASEA OF SULTAN'S PALACE 83 4838

1. In my capacity as Arty LO at Bde HR, I received a call
by phons at 161315 I from Lt A J F MeDONALD, I0 2/86 Aust Fd Regt,
requesting disposal of articles, ineluding Hilka handed into RHS,
and could personnel attach names to nrtinlau should they not be
required. T referred the matier to Capt J MURRAY, IO 20 Aust Inf
Bde vwho suggested that R contact BBCAU, and that articles eould
be tagged with names attached, but that thera weg little chance
of plrunnnal getting them back. This information was passed to
Lt McDonald. During telephone conversation with Lt WcDonald, no
mention was made in reference to the source from which these
articles were being obtained.

2. Al 101400 1 Lt ¥cBonald rang me at this HY, stating that

a quantity of =2ilks, siltverware, swords and other items had

arrived at RHQ, he further said that these articles were being
removed from the Sultan's house in sq 44638. At the time, I
understood that 58 Aust P4 Bty were taking action, but Euuaﬂquuntly
have asg¢ertained fhat RHQ had made arrangements {or the protection
of the articles.

3. Capt Murray advised me to contact XBEKH Wing Commander KAY
and notify him of the e¢ircumstances and logation of the house.

During this conversation with Capt Murray, W/Comd Kay arrived at
Bde I3, and I passed the information and map ref of the Sultan's
house to him,

4, At approximately 1700 hours, Lt McDonald rang me reporting
that owing to shortage of transport he had been unable to have

the articles taken to BBCAU.
L//ZW Capt RAA

LO 1 2/8 Aust Fd Regt
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A Tp 15 Aust Fd Bty

21 Jun 45
CO
278 Aust egt
X On Sat 16 Jun 45 at approximately 1400 hours I arrived

with the guns at A Troop gun position. On the track in from the
road a multi-coloured umbreidla was picked up.

ogged
2. The 2§ ton truck towing the leading section/down making
the occupation more difficult.
3. I placed all spare personnel on the cutting fatigue and

ordered that no personnel from A Troop would visit the house, my
reason being, I had several hours ecutting to do before I could
cover my zone.

4. Time was now approximately 1445 hours and my BC, Capt
MoAskill arrived on the position and commenced pressing me for the
two tonners to be unloaded as quickly as possible and returned

to RHQ. T supervised the unloading of, and dismissal of the vehicles.

5. At this time I did not know of any articles taken from
the house.
6. After the guns were in position and I was checking zones

of fire, and crest clearance ete, I noticed four small rolls of eilk
on the position which I had collected.

% About 1600 hours Major Ralph visited A Troop position and
told me no articles would be taken from the house and anything on
the position belonging to the house would be returned to EHS, .

During the digging and conetruction of the position and command post

I forget now whether I passed this on to the BCP or not; but I dié
promulgate it to the troop.

8. Approximately 1615 hours an MP was seen to go along the
track towards the house.

9. Approximately 1630 hours the BC told me any taking of
articles from the house would cease and to place a picguet on the
track by the gun position to prevent personnel going to the house.

I placed the picquet as directed.
10. At 2355 hours the BC told me to submit a report on the

house and return any articles to BHQ by 0700 hours. I returned the
2ilk and unbrella to BHQ at 0700 hours 17 Jun 45,

A,
GPQ A Troop.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1021956



I was in the area of the house at appr

oximately 160930
while doing a recce for A Troop gun position as CPO 58 l‘?lty.gBII
had occasion to look inside the house and it was in a chaotic
stale with stuff strewn everywhere. This was mzk definitely not
done by personnel of 58 Fd Bty because atthe time none but the
recce party had arrived in the area. The only other time I went
near the house was when I visited A Troop position with the BC

in the afternoon and againk saw no-one in the area of the house.

During the afterncon there was a bit of coloured
material such as scarves and hafkerchiefs brought on to my positioen.
I noticed them but they seemed of so little value that 1 did
nothing about it.

The BC arrived at the position at approximately 1200
houre and was én the position at the time the material was brought
on the g:litian. Later at approximately 1630 hours, he e an
order that mmxfuxikmx no one further was to go to the tan's
house. No one went after order given.

In most cases those that left the position were not on

duty as we had completed our digging and were working in our
normal shifts which allows as many as possible to be off duty

for rest.
W

—e Lt RAA
CPO 58 Aust Fd Rty
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REPORT ON ARTICLBS TAKEN BFREOM NATIVE HOUSE at 46739

2/8 Aust ¥d Regt
21 Jun 45

co
8 t Fd Regt

At approximately 1200 - 1215 hours on 16 Jun 45, person-
nel of the Regt Survey perty returned to RHQ in possession of
several bundles of silks, swords and silverware, The articles
were brought back by TX 1441 5jt HUGHES T D, 2/8 Aust Pd Regt
and listed. The list is attached.

The CO ordered me to collect the articles and bring
them to RHQ. He also instructed me to ring Capt J ALLISON at
20 Bde. At 1315 hours I rang Capt Allison and told him we had
some articles of silverware, silks and weapons which were at RHQ,
Capl Alliszon told me to hold the articles and contaet BBCAU for
aisposal. I asked Capt Allison if personnel who wanted articles
alfter BBCAU had finished with them could tag articles with their
nameand/or names of persons to whom they were to be sent. He
told me that the articles could be tagged but the possibility of
getling them back was slight.

At ezpproxXimately 1325 hours I xamg came down and told
personnel that they could tag articles. Articles wers tagged
and all articles in the area were brought to RHQ under super-
vigion of Sjt Hughes.

At about this time I noticed a jeep drawn up on the
road outeside RHQ and that a number of personnel were crowded
around it and gear was being unloaded from it and EFEwxxxwx

laced in the dump at RHQ. Some of these articles were tagged.
See list of names attached) All articles in the area were
brought into RHQ Ifor safekeeping. These articles were NOT listed
:E :ugizgah.gaar wag to hand. I was unable to contact BBCAU at
ha e.

At 1400 hours I again rang Capt Allison for instruct-
iong. I told him the articles had been found at what I called
the Sultan's Palace near 50 Bty position and I gave him the map
reference. I told him we were making temporary arrangements
here but owing to the amount of gear to hand the situation was
getting out of control. Capt Allison teld me that BBCAU would
be advised of the location of the house and that I was to hold
the articles until they were removed to BBCAU. '

After this conversation I stayed in the area of RHQ
and the dump, until all articles had been collected and taken
to RHQ. The ariicles remained in RHQ until colleeted by BBCAU.

Later in the afterncon Major M R RALPH want to the
house, I understood on the direction of the CO to collect any
more articles of value. He returned later with more gilverware
which was put on the dump in RHQ.

At 1700 hours I rang Capt Allison to inform him that
no transport was available then to take the articles to BBCAU.

(oo

10

*"Lt RAA
S Aust ¥4 Regt
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TATEMENT BY TX 1441 B TUGHIS D 2/0 AUST FD REGT

On 16 June 45 at approximately 1100 hours, while in the
course of Survey Duties I noticed a house which appeared to be
empty and which covered our line of traverse. The house was an
ordinary native dwelling surrounded by trees and situated on a
short road leading South from the Tutong Road. Map Reference 467393.
Taking the obvious precaution of searching the house for enemy
gnipers, I and a small party entered the house by an open door and
proceeded to make a search. No enemy were located but strewn all over
the house were quantities of clothes, dress material, silver and
many articles, some of which appeared valuable. I collected what
appeared the most valuable and brought them back to RHY where I
reported the matter. This would be approximately 1200 hours.

I then assisted the IO to list the materials which were
placed in safe custody in RHQ office.

During my Survey Duties I noticed three soldliers, one of
whom was a member of an infantry battalion proceeding down the

gide road towards the house. While I wag at the house I saw sgseveral
natives (4 to 6) in the immediate viecinity of the house.

N.B. While surveying in the same locality on the previous day,
that is 15 June 45, I noticed & naval officer and two Americans
carrying sworde similar to one I salvaged from the building, and
ornate walking sticks., At the time I was not aware of the exist-
ence of the house and was not 20 until the next morning.

okl .,

: 7 - ‘%
TX 144)
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BIBCT ¢ REFOST ON H?T“GLES}tTAhNF‘?OH HOUSE AT 488293
8 O e, e —— :_-T....-.-.—-—-—-.... A — _
Mgs VX 43350
Bdr Occo W,.G,
- | A Troop ©8 Bty
B i 2/8 Aust 6 Regt
. =2l Jar 45

=

le At aporox 0930 hps Jun 16 [ srrived at gbove mentioned srea for the
purposs of selecting a gun pozition for A Troop. maring the reaoce

I noticed the homse and Bn inveatiegstion foun” thet 1%t was in gress :
Alenvier, |

2e A guon positicn wes then selected approz 200 yds north of houss. J
then selscied the individnal gun positions and lookel for any trees .
kinderine the fire poin- guns. A sutiing party of Ffive mon from tha trog
then ar ived osn+ I asslistea them in cuttinz of trecs anc unioading
emmnition,. Frow thae zan positicu {approx 10 yds f*ﬂm;tr“ﬁ?)’l

noticed a jeep moving doua ile track to ths houses 1t conisined two

men who I did not vecosnise as belonging to £/8 Aust P Hezi, I cennot®
remember whother or not jeep hal trailee attached, or eontained eny
articles. T @%@ no® notlice wuen Beep leit apeq, or 1f mem In Jeep
entered homse or left jeep unetcondeds I 618 not see the unit sizn on
333?1

3, The guns crrived at avprez 1«00 hre and on precccaing o lead thewm ip

I noticed & mulil ecolouvres ambrells on the treack. OGuns were thon ot
intoc pegitien, «fter bDosging ok o4 ton truck iowlng lesdinz sectlon.

lrnti#LMihiM-ntiﬁm
50

VX 4F5
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On 18 Jun 45, 1 received a message to report to tae Coma 20 aust
Inf BDde and a4ia :g: ‘he Tollowing mmmtg maueﬂ:] - -

4ie Conds It 1o alleged that you removed an ornate sword from a
house beyond Cliford Iridgee

S01fs  Thot 1s so, oiny .

I‘ﬁﬂng rty “ronm houses is looting mﬂ is a serious
understand two Americen Officers were with

b

Sclls ¥ two Zmericen liaval Officers whom I met on the barpe
acrooss I do not Inow thelr naess

‘ere sny other itens talzen?

Tomm

Ay artidles vhich you have will be retwmed here as soon
as possibles, I do not adnminister the laval Discl

Aet but you are now under ry command and hove diso
orderss Tould you 1like to tell me asbout 1t? You may 8o
80 1f you wish but you are not obliged to @0 o0

Do you know to whom the house belonged?

Sag Conds Yen, the Sultan of Drunel,

aglfs I vould like to tell you about ite /e only took a few
thingoe

ade Congs Yes tell me all about ite

I then made Lhc following statement and the Bde Comd ag:ed me
questions as I went clong  The substance of 1y anewers gppears in the

statencnte : :
"I am stationed in the Drocketon Seachheads Ica:aehomfm
Yellow Beach on 16 Jun Uy barges I arrived Talrly carly in the

aftcmootly I waos Just t~goe*ing On the barge coming over
I met tvo Jncrican Hw:%cﬁm One was a licutenantyone was
on ensigne 1 Jo not kmow thelr nomcemy They sald they were
comding over to look for booby traps and miness Je ot off at
Brunel Mhorf ond the americons enguired the whereabouts of any
engincer O 'ficerss They met some engineer officer in the town
and seld they were there to look for booby traps and minese lie
lef't the englneer officer ond got a 11t in aﬁrep. It was an
enginceilb joeps It was Just a chanece 1ift, e Jjecep was not
geﬂﬂlﬁ' _Dmﬂ'::lﬂeﬂ; or'me men in :I.:hgffemd u?h a 1ift i i
ey were [oing ou towm along Tutong Roade e got on
the Jeep on the far side of the bridge from the the J
drove ong ‘e otrolled along the road and walked into a &
house on the left at the ond of a snall tradks There was no one
in or necar the house that we same uen we went into the house
we cew a narvelous display of silverware, cutlery smd cloth
goodss The silver cles scemd to be trophiess I did not
tae much notice of thems They were in glass casess They and
other articles were sdorning the places The place was in some
disorder {rowvers were pulled oute So far as I can rcnember the
fMass cascg vere moctly not broeng ocone panes weres I cannot
say for cortalns l!‘ost articles seemed in place and untouched but
gome were loose and scattercds medrmofmrﬁamm and
some swordo, probably from the drawery, were laying on the I's
Other articles about were walking sticise I, myself, tock a
mrﬂi a onall carved wallzing stl a onall falaﬁs: elephant and
sone Japancoe invasion currencye € currency was new noites in
bundless it was lying in an open sult case in the bad: rooms

£ th > | - L
e S PP SESEp, Pyea o S vase o Sopaniom Wt tho
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fhere was
they had been

.-mwuu
ce of a
The htﬂmt'w

e

sign y statement and in furthepr

On 19 Jun | attended to
conversation with the Bge Comd I sta

RCDIGT021956

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



p— - —— R -

= o {;ﬁﬁ ?;f‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁ’ M E S S A G E | F 0 R M Register No.

Call ML Toer. Nﬂ. g -, Priority Transmission Instructions

A I
sy Jils UOC

(w) For Information (INFO.) — . d—Message Instructions—~-GR—

A " i =y = —
(I e — E——

AR SIVBTS W TN Ll . )

1“*"‘ ' - i e L. & ifis

£ g T FEA G I‘l-hl‘i‘;}.*

e LT & B

l'.m-.,i g - Jh'_"ilr ._..l. &Iy u i-..i“"-

HL g, (9 '!"'.-- ""l‘ - -

TEM £73 1 M - r-i:
il .

”" Th:s masmgr may be sent A.S WBI'ITEN If Hable to be mtrrceptﬂd or fall into - | Oviginator's Instructions Y . Time |System Op _'
. 1.---.? by any means ([ = except | . enemy hands, this messaga must be | Degree of Priority | THLI“or TOR | —
ereless

__'I-
[

sent IN

-

: T ins Cleared

s

RCDIG1021956

Stoned - Stgned
i gk |
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LK 1 i r:: b i -.1,'! -’ﬂ' Y J-I tj r
Gony to ORA O A uat Div
i 'r ._:._.. : 3 :

. 'le . “he Bae Oomd airects that Oapt MeASKILL be relicved of his comd
; Egnm forthwith on esccount of inefficiency chewn in control of this

He will be left out of battle at YELLOW BiAJi,

(B) It 1s not known whether or mot as the result of investigations
eny dlsciplinary action will de inctituteds

a B ek
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Army Form G2136 (Small) _ MESSAGE FORM

_(Pads of 100) (&dapted Sept. 1943) Register No.

e, | Ser. No. Priority Transmassion Instructio /
ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY _ |
=OM s | Originator | | Date—11me of Origin Office Date Stamp ————
4 20 INF EDB 2614001
; For Action
To. 9 DIV e B
| e | (w) For Information (INFO.) N = Mefsaga Instructions—-GR—
. "ORIGINATOR'S Ko, 3 T =
B - UMASSIFIEB (=) ﬂr you' &Q}Lga of 10 45 (=
4&ﬁ st hs area (-) A 20 and 7 Ba 97 D 21 B n:ll 1F ni].

m@ae md% {=) mm: area no change

== ==

Ifliableto be :-ntafﬁe ted or fall into Originator's Instructions
enemy hands, this message must be Degree of Priority

sent IN CIPHER

Signed
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| Army Form 2136 (Small ik A R
(Pads nyf 100) (Adapted Segt. 194'3}-) M E s s A G E F ORM | ngwfﬂf No. ' TR i “
Call . Ser. No. , _.Pﬁof#y : ol o~ Transmission Instructions S i s g2
_ ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY _ %% =8
RON Ongma-tor s Date—1vme of Origin Office Date Stamp
(4) S '
et INE RIA
| | For Action
o 9 DIV ,
(w) For Information (INFO.) | Message Instructions— f‘G R—
,;' ;"""‘ ETNATOR'S - R -
i - AG/ SUNCLASSIFIEL y <:
8 MIRI area (-) A ¢ Smd eu B 80 =
am BRUNEI no change
- - : <
Thzs message may be sent AS WRITI'EN . Ifliable to be mﬁarca ted or fall into * | Originator's I nstructions Lime System| Op
v by any means exc: enemy hands, this message must be Degree of Priority
Dl smtl’NCIPHER / THI oxr TOR
e %,;_ Wueless ' ;

..r-'t L({ —--——-———-——---‘- o

Time Cleare

gned
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Army Form C2136 (Small) MESSAGE FORM Register No.

(Pads of 100) (Adapted Sept. 1943)

Call* Ser. N 1 Priority ransmisston Instructions
VE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY |
S=TelY, Ofi'gl 5 Date— 1 1me Of Ongm ﬁC& Date Stamp e
(4) 2 /13 AUST INF BN 2118001
| For Action
T 20 AUST INF BDE
TO Message Instructions——-GR—

(w) For Information (INFO.)

i
\("
-
e L =
L1

o _R"W_T_—_‘ — : = e . - ' - I . : '
2 g GI83 unclnesificd (o) A 1109 (.) B 80 (.) C 1109 (.)
D 80 (.) E__NII. (:_]_F NIL (.) (i}lBQ | :

—_ ==

This message may be sent AS WRITTEN If liable to be intercepted or fall tnio Originator’s Instructions Time  |Systemy Op
by any means [ enemy hands, this message must be Degree of Priority THI or TOR

P e sent IN CIPHER

ireless V P
' Signed | J . Time Cleaved

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1021956



- —

Army Form C2136 (Small)
 (Pads of 100) (Adapted Sept. 1043)

Cfl "~ | Ser. No. Priority | Transmisston Instructions

'MESSAGE FORM s

30VE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY
Originator

Office Date Stamp ———

Date—1 1me of Orig

T/EEC.

(4)

For Action

(w) For Information (INFO.) Message I mtmctions—l—G R—

If Kable to be intercepied or fall into | Originator’s Instructions
enemy hands, this message must be | Degree of Priority
sent IN CIPHER
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> (F fﬁ“?&ﬂa“sﬂ?ﬁm) = " M E S S A G E F 0 R M Register No.

| Call’ * . |Ser.No.| Priw#y- | P -~ Transmission Instructions
- P % I

: |
| ____ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY
ROM | Originator - i ' ate—T1me of Origin Office Date Stamp —
. W o e 16,7867
For Action
TO 2 el

(w) For Information (INFO.) Message Instructions—~GR—

“ORIGINATOR'S No. 7

T his message may b; sent AS WRITI‘EN I fiiable to be intercepied or fall into~. | Originator’s Instructions Time  |System| Op
by any means ewerDt enemy hands, this message must be Degree of Priority THI or TOR
o £ seni IN CIPHER
' raless _ I _____ Az
PP | | s '
- Signed 3 & 3 |
’ '..l" > P

“DIG1021956
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———— o

q - 2 —— e

£ Arsay Buem 023436 (Smakll) MESSAGE FORM ‘% Register No. //YJC

; (Pats 4 100)- “(Adapted Sept. 1943)
e aZJ Ser. No.| Priority 2 Tmnsmtssmn Instructions
fi: i 5 N
- . & _

AnovE THIS LINE FOF SIGNALS USE ONLY
‘_ GNALS USE Date

Orngoinator
LA /£¢ /5/936L |

- For Action |
% X

(w) For Information (INIFO.)

Office

tamp

1

Date—11me o Oﬂgm |

)
#‘n*-'.**-vw-_r - o -

, s &

= T}us message may be sent AS WEI'ITEN - Iftliqble to be intercepted or-fall mﬁn
T by any MEGNS except “ |  ememy hands, this message must be

«-.,_::. sent IN CIPHER
= Wireless
Signed __ | Stgned

[ . I - :i ',%
L SR SR Y R : ke T = o e p——— e SRS T T ] ‘ x : S 5" g e B o B e / l‘ ‘:} o B

i — e o —
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. | >

mﬁy foﬁfn?agagﬁ gﬁ.’iﬁ‘a‘? M E S S A G E F 0 R M Register No. | N/ G
. Ea!l x Ser. No. Priority Transmission Instructions S ——
L\‘r#i; .
.' e ' ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIG!NALS USE_ONLY

| Date—Tvme o On'm :

Org oinator

™ £ ISV,
For Action

(w) For Information (INI'O.)

“ORIGINATOR'S Nn

5' MW [, %ﬁd
_;-l!.":i..--_ e & Py , 4 00.2'
' .>$

. rE : l _ ; :

Th:s msmga muy be sent AS WRIT | If liable to be tntercepted or fall into Originator’s Instructions
by any means except e enemy hands, this message must be Degree of Priority
Wireless |

sent IN GIPHEB

ERE 13

Signed = 5 ‘ Signed /(/ / )":‘

i " : _
- MR vl W i e TSN YR NS . = LU S i i Sk S e
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