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FOREWORD .

It 1s deslred to record the great value throughout
the Operations of the work done by the troops of 532 EB &
SR US Army who supported the Brigade. During the pericd
from 22 Sep 43 wkExxERx@xiust xRiwvxarriwe® the date of the landing
at Scarle t Beach, until 11 Oct 43 when HQ 9 Aust Div arrived
at Finschhafen the services of the detachment of 532 EB & SR
then under command 20 Aust Inf Bde were an indispensable

factor in the success of the Operations.
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Le At 090C hours 18 Sep 43 3rdzade Comsander and staff 20 Aust Inf Bde
attended a conferance at Hg 9 Aust Div on the 3unga K. At this
conference Cogmanders 1 aust Corps &nd 9 »ush Div and their principal
gtaff officers were medenu. o Qorps Commznder outlined the plan
for the cepture of Finschiafen aad Lanzemel Bay for wiich oneration
20 Aust Tof Bde Go had been selscted (CCE athached) .

The main features of the outliine plon wal2i-

(a) The troops tc be transporisd in craft of US Task Forna 76
comprising 4 APDs, 15 ICIs and 6 LSTs.

(b): The landing to be made at the beach immediately south of the
Song R afterwards called Scarlet Beach (the origin of this name
was that the beach markers to be employed were red being the 208
markers that had been used at Red Baarsh - one of the landing
places for the operations against Laed:

(e) 12 days ammunition and 1) days mainienpance wers to be landed
with the force.

(4) A largs detachment of 532 2B & S wWag 40 accoapany the force
to be under command 20 Aust Ind 3ds2,

{e) 5 4F would provide fighter cover and sirikes on Finschhafsne

(£) Landinz to be made oa 21 Saf.

2 In the evening 18 Sep a further conierance was haid. Commander v
20 Aust Inf Bde submiited bis cutline plan. He askeG that the
commencement of the operation be postpoaed far a dav. &ll troops
of the RBle Gp were tired after congtaent and difficult mexching in
the operaticns against Lae; the infantr'y vattalions still had a half
day's march to reach the mouth of the Burep R - the place of
concentrationy it was desired to have time 1O issue orders, give all
ranks some rest and instruct them fully ic their tasks. Tt appaared,
too, that one extra day would be required for the assembly of t :
grtillery and necessary storeSe Tt was then agreed that the axpadition
leave "G" beach - (the mouth of the Burep R) on the evening of 21

Sep to land at Scarlet Beach on 22 Sep.

3 The Brigede Comnander asxed Th W LRd 1anding be made at OF15 hour8e «
qhis, after consideration UL Vikes of amoonszet and swmrige, appeared
to b8 the eariifest time which wWOULG 27low the ageaulting troops B0MG

1ight to work in the jungle, agd ensure a landling at the correct
neach. The rerresentetives of the UG Navy e+ tha conference gtated
that it was th: deaire Of fthe Navy that the landinz pe made 88 e&rdy
&8 possible arter moomrise (0025 hours) to varmit the final wave ¢f
1878 to be unloaded and ¢lesar of the veach oy firat light. After
discussion the time wae tentatively fixec &l 0515 hours. Later &
' masaa%a was received by #Q 9 sust Div that the Navy could not agree
ts tuf hour baing later than 445 hours. This time wWas. therafars,
accepted. . It proved to be satisfactory.

Se During the morning of 19 Sep, unit ccmmanders wera given 1N
outline by the Brigade Commander of the mrigade plan and ware abls
to commanca their own preparations.

-

>
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Infarmation svailable fon planning consisted of a special 5
Awst Div Intelligence Summpry, the Gotuns nt...r referred to therein,
imsluding a repart by 2 special beach reges party and scme air
. photographs and maps of 142500C and l/a_,;».*-f“‘ saries.

he written Brigade widcxr was issued during the morning 20, Sep
oomrma of commaniers of &il units of the Brigade Group
at 1500 bhowrs when final details were checked.

7. (2) Information secured By 2 gpecizl recce party, which had
landed secretly near the 3onz R oa 12 aap 43, was, in the maln,
accurate and useful. 2ut £ha spggestion that the enemy seen
ngax Scarlet Beach had ao eshablisued deldensive positions,

altiough mrhaps true at {he time the obssrvation was made,

was not true at the tome ol Lhe deipdminz. Whig and sudsequent
experience showed ‘LLJ,-& Ragausa o0 tuas ene -*;.-'13 skill in
QG;_C&@.-IH,__ .Lli... G2iaic. .u..rq .a.u 3 BAUGS 50Uy GO w -rL-.-I_.:t w1t
reservations @oaciusiong i'om eosgyeaticn mace othasrvise than as

very closs guarters.

(b) Lt 35 doudtlul if, irou g jwely adlitery « as distinet from
naval - gspact, the value of such preliminary beach recces
ouf.wai.ghs the zgreat disaﬂvantagea Which -rise if they are l-niown
to theiselves, Qetected. y i

8. (a) A series of zir ohotosg,both vertic2? and obligues, was
provided not on a2 sufficient sczale. It is des:u'able that
air photos be available for distribuiion down, at all events,

to Company Commandierse.

(b) Information concernin - the snpeny swrengths in the Finschhafea
ared was not precise. Estimates given aried {rom 35C te
ossibly 4C00. The NGF eshimats wes orizinally 350. In fass
t seems that at the date o tnsz .'.'.a':-.*.,m,;,, there were probably
some 4400 in the Lnageinak Bﬂy-ur schhzfen-Satelberg areas.
Of these, about 400 - 500 wera nzval Lroops.

9. Durinz the period of preparation ‘nr“ rgsembly of equipment and
stares, the intended oper=tion znd the tasks of all troops to take
part wara explained by ccomnenders to &li ranks. The indantry were
shown on sand models their objectives on landing and wers instructed
in the general plan. The care given to this was repaid when ths

circumstances of the landing caussd sub units to be, ifor some tima,

geparated from the rest of their unit.

10. It was pmd.bln to plan, ﬂrg&nim c.m lsunch the operation in
gé short 3 tims only Daglu: cperisves zeined dn wavions
Wainin: ane dlanndng o35 i whe T ’.;T.'..:: B LERANSE 2. But
geveral uajs.-. 18 of J:Lﬁ:: dnd S Mepmetlon 3Ue Dere.y compietad
in the goort tims ™ailane.,
1l. During the mreparstd®y o plizae’sn) 321idd, the 3rizade Commander

apd planning stafs livai ot LR T AUST Ve

12. {a) The nlan for the lardinz »re's Zren 20 Aust Inf Ble 00 Ne &
att chefi, particularly th: @i i (ADoad .."...j.n. 2 te that Order amd
algo issued as ippendix B t0 G fust Div GO Wo 15).,
(b) The first wave was to ccnsist of the troops c carried in 4 AFDS,
Fach wasg, in zccordance wJ_'t.n noxm»). cractice, to traaship 1its
troops when off shere into 4 land: ﬂ'-.; ‘bargaes LCP{i)'s. Zzach

b-‘ugh carriad 35 men.
(e) ATter this first assault wave, subsegquant waves of LCIS and
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1378 were to0 beach in accordance wiih 2 timed schedule. S0
that apart from ths complement ol the \FDs the landing was On &
Mshore 4o shora® nct Wehip to shore® Dasise

(a) It scens generally agreec thet, al all events, in a small
expedition, the "prearranged ticdnoa' system is preferable 10
the Mealling in" system. 1t howsver, mekes adherencs 10 WES

houwr by the f£irst wav: very lmporiing.

(e) For the landing on Red Bazch Lo the operations 232108t 16,
the first LGIs had been timed to racch the baach oniy ¢ minutes -
sPter the AP bavrges. Tods was Lecause only two AFDs wera
amployed for that be ch; hs other w0 hainz on Yellow Baacihe
1t wzs, theradore, in Raeh CRIS, thoushh desirsble to reinforce
0.5 Tasidly ag 20ssibla e Wi comnanies landed Irom the DS
mie L0Is viere there uses yertvally as -s8auldt craflt, & rolz for

which they are met cesigmeu ald ax's oeh sultablc.

() For the landinz on Scarlet Beach the interval betwesn the
landing of APD bzrges and ILCIs Was increased to 20 minutes as
there were four APDs available 2nd it Was conaidered that the
1ssault wave would thersfore be strong anough to capture the
beach befare the LCIs came in. The value of this plan and
timings cannot, however, be asseaged 28 in the eveat, the’
Mirst eraft which actually beachsG on 3carlet Beach Droper were
LCIE,thE Pirs: wave having been landed 1o a £lank.

(g) The calculation af timings betwieen waves and the arrazngemalsd
of ecraft in waves was axde by the npisade Commander in close
lisison with 2 naval wazxrzsealativa. This is egsential as, in
addition to tectical COL Aoapations, repgard must be had to ghl
timz W ich craft in 221,081 Waves take o retract, wnether
retraction is necessary dafore laisr waves beach, to wh i extant
smaller e¢ratt, e.g. LCMs ant ICVs; can heach between larzer craft,

the relative speeds of difiersny cotzoordes of craft etc. 5

13. Bubarkation S * 21 gep 43

The embarkation and Loa.ling ook Dlace in the lats afternoon
at We® and Rad DBeaches. It was conirolled by the IS Navy and DYy
HQ 9 Ausi Div. 1t DT oceaGen Sat}efactoril:;r excent in ons respachi-

i One LCI failed to arrive, having had engine trouble. That it

would not arrive had not heen teold to anyons On ghore. Tha wWOoopse

were awaiting it vatil dural s emnackoation of dave 3 1t ves

stated by nawal mojresant iives st wae compleiment of tha misﬂi.l%

erafi would hawve Lo B Walsped Lo Slscwaere. Fortunzately tase

2/13 aust Lax 20,802 of wiost sommanies was o smbsrk on i1t, vas .
sher craft.

y— L s - iy o ey by s - - # LR | = --:- J .r- ) . - =
aple 4O axrPalgd LW L3 faa, goaGerasc W 08 Glo sripugeca o 0L

.‘.'\. 4
.

% peen emozrked according 4o
- et T T T LT e L] ¥ 5
A3 Ucopaander after ae Aad

Tha €2t Lt toe wWwIoNs 1o
gehedule, Was MaG23 XKnowa = she FLE 12
FZone aboara TRe S sniDs i essieE was thea t:-:*-:-ms@itt&u from him
from HQ ship to CC 2/13 ..ues o 30 wWao was on z LCI, 1O ensurs that
he was made ggare ol Lns ehzn G Gisteioution of nds unite

14. {a) The eradt employed in the Iirst misaion were 4 AFDs, 15 LCIS,
8 LCMs, 15 LCVs and 3 L3Ts.
Three farther 18Ts, soutalndng fard of the s+ares requirved

to complete initial stocka, wers Y=o scheduled to arrive on
day but not until 2300 hours .

(b)  Lozding Tables and Landing
of txroops 1o craft.

Diazraa atteched ahaw distribution
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15, 9 Aust Div arranged for detachaents, each of 200 men suppiied
by units of 20 Aust Inf Bde to travel in each LST to unload cargo
on the landing beach and raturn o craft. This freed 812
operational wroops Ior their norinal duties immediately ol landinge

35 (aj Stores wers 'pulk-loaded" not “wah loadade t had Dbaen
found previously by § Ausy Div Ia tests during exercises that
gehicle loading mad2 repid Gischergs of L3Ts impraciicable.

(b) Some perticulars of tactical va.feles carried and weight
of stores on each cr:ft «p.eaw in Craft Loading Tables,
Appendix A" to ¢ Lust Div CCG o 15 also izsusd as an Appendix

to 20 sust Int Bds OO0 HO Qe

(¢) M1l datsils of sStores aad shetr 1024ings are cutalds the
scoce of this rapori, navins wi3i whe rasdoasibility of § Aust
Div znd 1 Aust Cor'D3s. [na gsazral ~rinciple was e land the
forca with 15 Geys regerve 0L 3 1mondes zad A2 days reserve of
apcunition in axsitioa to that caxywied oa the man. Most of
this recerve was loacz2d at sun: and 2 Corps supervislon.

17. some enemy aircraft over "G" Beach in the late afternoon
sttempted to bomb the embarkation bui were driven off by fighters
end dropped their bombs harmlessly in the seae )

18. The coavoy 2nd 16e nav:l escort wers under weizh froa off *a"
Beach at approxiuwataly 1930 Hours.

15 . Arrapnzements for troops un beard whe 1CXs were, in gensral,
satistfactory.

20. The srr:nzsments LOor ths TOOLS On AFDS Wers on this, as on all

=3
occasions, excellent. The greaisst socaible assistance and CO=
cperation was given oy .11 renks of tine ship's com:zny to our troops
amberked on aFDs. The good ralations DSilwesd troops of the Brigade
and mempers of the crews of AfDs ' -Ra0SES maricad during training, in
the operations 2gainst L&s any! in theze operations,

The Lending - 22 Sep 43

21. (a) searlet Beach ig a sandy beach gbout 900 yards in length.
It iies in a small indsntztion 1n the coast making a well
defined bey with definite headlsands . &% the northern end oFf
the bay, the Song R enters the sea, at the southern end ibe
siki R (unnzmed in 1/53350 map and first known in 20 Aust anf
Bje os Boundcry Greak)., oscirist 3eacs proger ig divided
froa tha & stwesty 02 the o7K1 OoF = 1idtls rocky proaontory on
the D2achg tiaere iz, tharelors, &L was mouth of the 3iki, &
amall cove whieh i1s souba o SCarlat 33ach DTOPAT.

ib) wWhan the landing was ande 10 WS Touad that the eneny walb
paddy. e h2d construched ° s2pies of stronz :ndk well
coneealed »ill odoxas of Hhanler® Lype covering oota scardzst

Baach and S1K1l UGOV3ae

2. (a) The olan was Lor the Tirst wove to consist of two companiss
fpom each of the two forward hMatalions (2717 Avst Inf Bn on
the rizht, 2/13 sust ind 3o oa the 1et). 2ach of theae
companies had, therelora, bacn afh=rked in ong 0f the Tour
AEDS «

(%) The APDs had been instructed to land thelr barges at
definite places.

(e) Broedly, it was intended that they land the Jrdght 20HpAIL
(3 Gompany of 2717 Aust Inf Bn) as nesr as pos ible tv the
northern and of Scarlet Beach to enzble it L capture as
goon 28 possible ths dominating Zsature callag Fer+h Hidl on

- tha northern headland and %0 land tha daft ¢ many {( C

' Company 2/13 Aust Inf Ba) irm Siki Cove &0 thet 1t could, 2s

.-’.}

od
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speedily as possibis, captwe Avndt FUL - the soutiern headiand.

23> A preliminery naval bDﬂ*..n...a.uu"it tock place es ;.l.-.:muda It
was accurste and orobably had some moral af"faC% o Whethar 1t caused
many casuzlties to ths eneny is :_,...l*-...}*c..,.m.q. fen of uﬂ aneny defences
appeared to have been nite

: i FERL TR T in = T oy ----l--in---:'-'-.‘ - -
2% o as the bﬂrrr.,a from the APL3 opoaroachad the beach, they came

urder enemy Iire Thaty :-n-;:‘. cxrobebly tha d {7 ficulvy when o2f shore
of ui.ﬂt.:'ﬂguih..mlﬁi betwezn searist Sazch proper and 5iki Cove
¥

‘ vaar to tas la3its Thle 3cems
to have Cczus2d nMost € theg Zi3ray wave %
&y F10 ] B ang tie T & platoon of ‘th&t
- i
naarl u.lfr- e E.'-' ) 1= 5 iy O L TAD O3PS { By e

gcougad some 0of those ¢a Lhe righs -
o sunng iefts Ia ths resuld
LG .i':lq Loon 7 .-:'.ﬂ*.,:'-'. A 2537 ghst i
battaiion TSRS g €& s raifle niatoon WS lsndel Zn.: she apcointed place
§ % b welgs ST RS U S RS b Lo Lk & D e E:"-'--*-.,}'h-"if. G
misedinz 2hatoaB oT TRt Cowp ".!‘;‘I .*a,.:uu'_.,l have bDean she »izht hand bargs of

1 5 -r-i‘ ple g Ll I|-|l' = o - | = :Il . l:a iy .-1. 1 = il '-" ' -t --‘ "._ l"' i 4
tliiie ‘l‘:?l-'ﬂ' = 3 e Lkd § & 1 LeG & W e dba L t'*-"-vd'- sk !. 5 uils & .:'}:'1"""' i .Ll‘tlu- 1 .J l-l‘u in
- g N W o o i 1T ) ' - A >
biﬂl r‘JUL CEPeitiy --;." L.l.'- I..h-.-l'..... ii...ql- DL H2d g iJ- Jf'r ulLu a-urJn'lu ”f tlhd‘

appointed places, kost oI the assault WO0pPs wers thus landed in
31ki Cove ﬂr further left on the southern headland of the bay =2t Arndt

Pt,

25a. (a) © Dhins had some adventitious advantages. Probably
1t anshled some of the APD barges (which are wooden not armoured)
to escape fire from tkhe 2 ey’ "~u’*i't'.j ons on Scarlet Beach. All
baruzgs, in fact, successiul. ..’ S.andlzé their troops: The Janding
- of som2 troops on the 1o~ > . ot PL proved useful. Indeed
had it not been previous J\, ruled out by the Navy as impractie ‘L,
1t vould have been part Or TiE

{b) But the diszévanteges of laonding not at the appointed niaces
end with bxgus intermin ".L?-:ﬂ s1's covioude Gome pl-ohoons were
ianded detachad from their cowpanies.  Companies which had
mhde their plana to ¢apture perticulsr obf ‘setives found themselves
in the haif light befors :.i-,;-.'c_?;; gaprratac Srem them by the 2iki R
gnd mucel: thick jungle. And, wost ixporiand, _;cfﬂile** 3sach, the
sapture ot me"h- with 1+4s imrediasts ;*L:_i:':a ringe was 1o have
pean sccompylis ned by the ese-ult wave peiars the LT3 came 1ina,
he@d not bean ?m';jt'll‘t.._a.

264 The contirZeney of o landing on a wrong beach or thé wrong pert
of the basch, hod been contampisted in eawiier training. The ssault

i
troops; thersfors, athacked whe eneuy posius 10 the lomadlate vieclindily
of +he piaces where they were io fact landed: then re-organiced and
later made Zox thelr cerxzeci objectivesa,

27. {a) Most of 'ﬁwq Z (B¥¥aY ls¢ baached too far laft and in Sikd
Laveas This ma 11'* *,.L::;L. Vare 3 (1G: _ﬁl ware the first craft o
...a.:r any large maber of Woepd on Hearlag Seanh pf..:pam wave

4 oarrled T 00 s ﬂ j:z'.--:-: H, ¢ supo ';.:".r_‘_:*; AE s.,..;d e reserve
battelion (2/3F Aust In® Bil who 7nus ....:.Jf:.-.u aider fire from the
enany at 111 th.upv‘i‘“ z popitions fronting the beach, There were
gome zasnalitlss toth ca the orafly and amoqs men wadlng ashire

{b) Y Cne reason why the LiTs failed to Beach 1n this appointed
place was that the beach markers wara m.,-u erected as narl},r

wag intendad because the amphiblous s«outs of 532 EB & SR wera
landed in Wave L far from the places where marxers ware %0 be pute

.
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{a) Due apparently 10 an unsuspectad sand bar some LCIs seemsed
hesitent in beaching and dropped toelr Tamps 1D g fget or
pore of water. 1In one case the ramds garried awaye

(b) Ona or two craft having struck the Dar retracted, came
in again and got closer. But many aen had TO SWid £SNare »

some of the LCIs cpencd fuxrs with 20 mws on the bsache Jnere
the guns wers brouzhi o haar o1 the o of the DA eyond the
beach or amonz the tree tODS whare thapre were some SNADEIS, this
fire hed a useful efleCTe + geoptainly heipac o subdue ths enany
poste. But from soue cpeft 44 wes ob first wild and unéirectad
and caused some az.suzliies o ocur oun Wo0Ts 0O the beache

- - - 5 - A e = T - - iy - 1 » a r-\F'-_---:-'r - - 4 - - :i-. - !
The enely wnsn ass-ultet 202000030 ALS PLUoL LLOiTs 118= Lile Dﬂﬂﬂh

and 1t was 1ii our hanls O the time all trogps of Wavs 3 ha¢ got
aghoree

There was, far & short tm.r congestion of troops on uhe
beach due to the circumstances the landing. Parties which had
become Getachad from their sub units found the beach the only
practicable zpproach to their carrect areas.

By 0530 the beach and the immediate jungle had been clearec of
eneny; battalions still scmewbat disorganised, wersa cushing on %O
their objectives; Bde HQ haC De2n asteblished at 618874 znd was in
1ine compunication with battalions.

By OB00 howrs units wera well re~-organised and procesding on thely
t&ﬁkﬁ-

(2) 2/17 Aust Inf 3a, witl. ons compaly zné two platoons across
the Sonz R, had gained Nortia Hill ané control of the coastal
track. The remainder oi the s2ttalion were re-arganised

-nd moving to correct ;0sitions.

(b) 2/13 Aust Inf Bn had passed through part of Heldsbach
Flantztion meetinz scattzared oprosition naar Siki R; one
company was i1oving towards Leldsbach Missionj one O Lzunch
Jetly.

(c) 2/i5 Aust Inf Ba, 21%sr som mopping up, wWas concentraiing
as Brigads rescsrve.

(d) AA cuns were in actionj; 25 pdrs partly disembarking.
LSTs unioadinge.

By 0930 hours unlfacing Was finnened. The LSTe had pullad away
fron the beaci. e NeG Jesi Cempistal) waoaded » The uvnloading

-
B

of the thirc hel not begn (uITe COu Lo el when it pulled out. Jour
heach exite had Dasi Wepalew oik ciobes Wars moved Irom the vieindly
of the beach tc the beach narnbentnes aren., AL this stage sous

aneny bombers CIropped BMICS O Lhe Dasch, esusing one Casualyy, but
no damage.

By 1000 hours 1T Was clear fro. two Pus statements and froa
contact made by our troopsg SNz’ the enemy had ratired froam the
beach cositions O praparet sositions on & small featura imnediatsly
west of Ketiks villegse. This ~osition hac heen encountered first
by A Coy 2/17 Aust Inf 3n, which atitackeq, suffered casualiies, but
d4d not zZain the pesition anc was orcered Lo Dy DPass it ané %0 ovVe

o its ap-ointad objective, the lLigh ground south of the song & at

Tn the meantime D Coy 2/13 Aust inf Bn arrived and attacked.
1t suffered heavy casualties =nd the enemy still held hie zZrounde
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6. A48 DY 1230 the ensmy was still rasisting near Katika and further

- pecce hod disclosad woe streagtl. of nis position, tie 3rigads Comusndes
‘ardered that no further adveonce towsrds Finschhafen would taks place
wntil the beachhcad i:as been giabilisa@ -3 Dattalions wsre o mop uUp
all stragolers and smipers within their own sschors; 2/15 Axst Int Bn
whieh; as Brigade reserve, had concaniwrated near Katika, was at once
to relieve D Coy 2/13 .ust Ind Bn, woich was to be withdeawn to rejoin
{ts owa unit in the soutn zaetor of tua beachhead; 2/15 Aust Inf Bn
te capture ti:e eneqy position icar hatllkas

37 At 150G nours, two coarsmizs 2715 et Ind ¥n approached a8 Fatika
- apzition from e Llank alffer o heavy aorts bombardamsat. The eneny
retirad and the positilon Was ¢ insd withoul TWwWriied 0plosition.

e 18 A o W ; . R - i ey N iy et R o N L i (R
ﬁ- By 00 N8 s DRaAaciazat YNae. = ]‘L'ILLLJ" 2o bdalhs. . uls J-'hl.—.,L:....h HEﬂ"T.iEE
of snsay hod oeen MODIC UD. LS Bpo0n O. =rtillary sz ehe lling

| -
-y

Flnﬁﬂ 1*-1&1,1?; ile
39. By last light the sltuation wass-~

(2) 2/17 Aust Inf Bns~- B Coy North Hill, A Coy high ground
south of sonz R at 606675, remainder of battalion area 615675

(b) 2713 aust Inf Ba which had driven r:pidly south and west
hads~ A Coy on high ground astride track nesar Tarexo, C Coy
at Laeunch J2tty with a standing patrel on coastal track scuth

of Quoia R, remainGer of battaiiln Deldsbech area.
(¢c) 2/15 Aust Inf Bn was in reserve noldin: Katika areas
(d) Bde EQ 619574.

(e) A PIB patrel had woved alon  cosstal wrack towards Bonga
ané reported track clser of ensuy.

40. These dispositions were those planned as the objectives for
sacuring the besachhead excepd that it was intended that A Coy 2/13
Aust Inf Bn should be astride e satelbery RoaC naar Zag (i.e.
road bené at 555646) instead of at Tareko. It reached Tarcko Decause
becguse the track juaction near heldasbacl was then 11l defined and
tha Tareko track apgeared the more imporiani aporoach in thzt area.
It woved to Zag at first lizht next day; and thereafter Tareko was
controlled by standing patrols.

$l. At 1915 hours 115000 rounds 9mmn aamunition were dropned by airg
112000 rounds were recovered. The dropping srea vas a kunal pateh .
behind Scarlct Bsache A4s it was after dork, this area was indicated
to the planss By weh bl GCTL..s8, ; ;

This air drooping aG Occh requsated @y signal to § Lust Div and

1 Aust Corps when it had been Tound at 1C30 nours that very little Soma
ampunition had been 1:12dcGe Appofeatly about five sixths of the Sam
emmunition 1lo:ded Lad not been izndeG havia: Jeen in the L3T which
wes not com:rletely unio:dsGa -

42, At 2330 hours the tixes LaTs oX Weva 7 ( thz second mission)
arrivad and lefi at G200 ars. Shores were unloadged and all wouaded
¢apabple of being moved wers evecu.iad by Locds

4 (L

43, #rom P inform-tion and captured docunente, il 2ppeirs that the
strength of the enamy holdiny the scarlet Seach - Katika arca was
agaroxiictaly 300 - 400(beinz from 7 Coy 0 Inf kezt and = comp of

Inf Rect)s A number wers killed. The remainder withdrew along
the Katiks track towerds ocatalbarg.

.1

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG1022068



il

44 (a) 4auvetralian casualties on 22 Sep were i-
Killsd 3 officers 17 other ranks
Misaing 1 officer 8 ether ranks
wundeg§ 1 officar _§4 ether ranks
Tosal 5 &9

(b} The missing were all subsequently accounted for as
sither killed or wounded.

(e} 1In sdaition, therc were casualties among the Americam
troops of 535 BB & Site

2] ep 43
Agvance Ve Buai §

45. The intention for this day was -
20 Aust Inf Bde will santinue the advance to Finschhafen®.

Orders for thia had been iszsued she pravious night. They
provided for 27/1% aAust Iaf Ba 0 move through the eutposta of
2/13 Augt Inf Bn spd lead the advenee with the Bumi R as its
ohjective; 2/13) apat Iaf Bn o fellew; 2/17 Aust Inf Bn to be
raspannihio for the aseurity of the beachhead, relieving A Coy
of the 2713 sust Iaf Bn at Zug and sxploiting westward to
Satelberg with a view ¢o oecupying 4t, two companies % be
retained within the beachhead 2 a8 & brigade resarve.

are
oo At 0530 hours 2/17 st Inf ®n Dagan the redisposition of

its companies necegssery %¢ somply with this irder. North Eill
and the Song R vallay wera %aken over from B Coy by € Coy 2/2
MBSt MG Bry A o became responsible fer the Katika trackj
D Coy relieved A Cey 3733 st Inf Ba at Zag and PIB patrols
wre sent westward alsng tha Satelbarg Read.

At 0730 bhours ﬂ? Aosd Isf Ea advanse Degam. By 1300 hours
contact had been with aneny ties nesrr Xamloa
Thease offered Ait g

shence hours C " Aot
Bn had gel med N’:.Q‘ﬁm E‘ﬁ#&uﬁu ugtbo
15 Aust Inf .:mtm"m 2/1) aust Inf ¥n was fellowing

! on the coastal

48, At the Bumi R the leading elements of 2/15 aust Inf Ba cae

undarheavy fire from eneny positions on the south bank, These

mg dofances wers subsequantly found to consist of atrmg"buh-"
illboxees near the ford st the river mouth and a seriea wil
ug poasitions Gith s small amount of zi.u) extanding along the

bank of the rivar to beyond MT Ford (614593),

t to force a crossing in the face

of thaese tmdx zuﬁmt W ba impossibla or very costly.

It waa deci put into effect a previously made plan of

swinging off the eoastal track and continuing the advance along

the ridge to the waste The Brigede Commander had informaed

commander 2/15 aust Inf Bn that this would be done as soon aa

seriocus ﬂmim was encountered; ae he did not wish to have the

force ¢ d %0 the narrow coastal flat and {:rm:lt. the eneny
to occupy the high ground on the flank of the tracke

— -..'.n..l-!'.. B e

45 It appetred that any at

: il
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Congequantly when the situamtion on the Bumi R was reported, /15
Aust ini Bn was ordered to engege and centsin the enery ifrom
de tochaent as advancadcuard to 2/13 Aust Inf Ba for the continuance
of the advenca alcng the Tidie.

1] wo corpanice of /15 aust Inf Bn (organised as a detachment
Sth o separate HG and commuand; thorefore turned west off the
aocastol track atb H146G1 cliwbed he Tidze and noved sonth aiong

the erest @lih 2713 Aanst Inf Zn following, "his rerch was very
arducus, merticulavly for men cnrryving the heavisl WeAbDOiSe

But by last 1ight tue gdvance Zuarxa COMNHDILIE Were cebtuniishad on
the Terword gropes of s sywr al 015594 subssyuent iv known as
VeKeddles OF overlooiiag thz fani Re Rae BY moved 0 & pos jition

200 voarde dezat of Iounch Jotiy.

51 An aiy rold oa scurist Beaeh in the Late o Prannoon Gestroyed

= uf P

500 cases ammunition of EB & Sk but no casuaitize resulteds

92 Enemy ertillery fire (from 70mm infantry guns in Finschhafan)
was met Yor the first time during the afterncon.

Grogsing, the Bumi =~ 24 Son 43

53 The intention this day wes for the 2719 Aust Inf 3n 1o secure &
brideenead over the Bumi 3 through which 2/13 Auvst Inf bBn was
to passs 2/1) Aust Int ves to make a demonstratlion and
cnintoin Derassins fire azainst eneny positions near the river

wouth wnila seeking a sultable crossing placs up sireall.

5 . There naving been no further aciivity lnthe Scariet Beach aresy

27 4ust Inf Ba was orcersa uo leave two compaznics therej e
renainder of the battelicn was poved Lo area 5346CL as brigade
Ire8ar ©

mis left the whols Gesrlet Beach held only by two companlies
2/17 Aust Inf Ba, one company 2/3 Aust Por Ba, one cCoipany 2/2
Aust MG Bn and, in an emergenty, SciE RAE and 44SC troope and
the beach troops of 532 BB & SRe :

The Brigade Commander, however, considered that as his objective
weg Mnechncfen the situation on the Bumd made it fmperative 10O

L
L]

have & reserve within citsa c3xd t;ere Gven at the risk of leaving

Seariet Beacn vulncrabige.

55« grdnc the moroing 2745 aust Inf Bn patrols probed through the
thick Aungle alen, the binks o Las river to find a sultable
orogsinze They cuuse unaar fipe from sirongly entrenched and
concenled enemy positions on the south bank; in par ticulsr near
tha MT Foray and sulferso aasuaLlic8e

2 o

£

56 e Howe" axr by 1300 hoeurs ons Comd=iy bad crogsed the river LoD
fire at 607589, ‘The smell brid ehend was thug made by 2715
Aust Inf Bag one company B2 GOy part way up the ridge on the
Par gide of the river, and one CoLpany (B Coy) remsining and
covering the erossing from Loe nety sides These two companies
were Lhose which had formed the agvancs guard in e epor cach
alons Lae ridze, the Tenninacd oi the 2/19 4ust Inl On was gtlll

- . e g e . % s 5 " - o I i " e 'll_" i ﬂ
i +he Ramloa area wnence harassin. la0eé LTON extilisry and

mortars was wailntained on encuy derences near the river moutn
and in Salankauz Planiablone
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57.% T.larin,g, the afternoon /13 Aust Inf Bn began passing troop
aeross the river et the bridgehead dbut werc constantly hers 53¢ f:1
Dy sneny -ni'w... with IdCs concealad 1a thicle unaary Tx.".r-.fi on both
flanks of the L-ﬂ.:..u.ﬁ,_j 2locc.  This fire was I duced by artillery
concentrationse lasu iicht four pl latoons of 2713 Aust Inf 3n
nad erossad, Tﬂfj‘:ﬁu ¢ shoxt distance 11: thie sleopes on the far alde
m'].l::- .i-:t]:-lﬂ ﬂla_lﬂht.l.u:i Viels filuu.‘ 29 "','1'*..':,,.{. SR

A8 Rain had follen, difiiculty wos beins experiencsd in gets ing
' anuaition and gunsiies ToRWArd ald Wounodo i;n-..:;ia; The routa of

the advarce 2lonsz whe yidge woa oo AlJTiclll ZOP nalint2nancs ald
Vel iation, Cutting ‘g Jeep trags La'oul ne Jungis viss
tharafors COMUSNCEd GO0 COnACCs B Cirstoal Waghk ot 5IL357 with
thae hrdidzehend, ne platodoh on 273 sust Fn> 80 Jron sCcorlet Baach,
trodpe or tha 2/4 uat. Ins Enang 3 8o L ol a/13 an
2/ 45 ANst 1nd 3n rd papRrovYaty - g 1 g g

55 At 123U hours 12 enemy oboubel's éscel'ied by z2v iighters

attaecked owr gun ateas at the north end of Finschhafen air £isld
and Launch Je*ty areas 0C bombs were dropped., Mo damege wag
done to guns but tiuere were considerabla casualties particulerly
m d/_} Aust G CUL‘: W ich 1034 Lﬁ’ killed 2 N0 1‘5 wounded.

Alr liaison Party scquipment wes destroved, .

-

cH D 4

60, In the Bumi sector this day wes spent in consolidating our
positions, building up supplies, completing the jeap track, and
patrollinz by forward companiese.

61, sctivity had begun agein in the Scarlet Beach area, wners the
WO ca.npa.nl s of the 2/17 Aust Inf Bn had been disposeaq well ot
froi the beaechy; A Coy astride the Katika track about 10C0 ysxra
weat of ti;.a villg;gﬂ; I3 oy on the Satelberg Road at Zaz-

62 Befere leaving Lee, the importp.n::-_. of’ ..;_mf_r*lnt_, Satalberg
had been made known to ..ha Brigads Comm: ,..44&' Comm m.w:u...‘ 9 Aust

Liv snd he had been instructed, if possibiegg .,:J agtablish at least
onea cm*}.;_, 1y there as ::;:.:*L_; as poss Ihiee A catrod willch on une

23 3ep had gene far up the Satelberg Road without meet.ng any
ﬁneq; hm rpﬁrtea b&tB$JEP” to be Lﬂuuyupi 2d and Jivevenaing vwas
._L'!' :i:JL ___r GaRE & o - 2 Hk....L ; a Iﬂ .r: L3 G --_rL-l'. 1:':., 1‘“.."_‘,5-'.'. ! ==
1351:1LMUJ Lagti X% wes ﬁ,? Ped to goan coatrol of SateliDeTE &8
500 a5 0. iklh, ongocuently, © Cey 2.7 ..us! Iint Bn (lese
0ns pliua“} hed moved upr the rosa Drom et wo vivevenang on cer
32y s2aving only ik picitoon al L&D
63 e This compnny continued its dw.ne2 deyond Jiveventig s nAa
reaAsneEd JJ,JTrx“L;, it met the ansnpy <« shroiyr pogition
aptride the road. The comoauys commonger ravarted tiat this
positici probaply couls not BC Loken DY GLe COmMDAD s Bneny
atrois were active and thé companics :;'.-.-::-_Z’;!;,L 1ing Was cuwy
hind it on tireea a:m:..‘:-..t.:,._;.'-:..rf‘u.-.&g. i.:m _f de Comnandger therefore
dacided that his esources Gid noh Doriil 2ur ther opzirations

agaipst Satelberg umtl... Finschrn ,Lm.n had bean oa,ptm'ad. The
company wass therefora, ordemito hold the road and not to dissipate
its streng th by nt.t.amun.g The cw commander recommenced
that ne ﬂithdmu to tiie hizhar gro at Jivevenang whare thera
waé a position with o cleared field of fire which controllec the
junction of the 3atelberg Road and the Tarcko track. This ws
suthorised and D Coy f(leas um.rflataun et Zag) held Jivewnang
from 25 S¢p 43 until relleved there on 30 F.L-« 43,

.

s /
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64, «t WOO hours therc was an air strike on enemy araas in
Jalankaua Plantation and Kedam Point,

65, gnemy air craf't attocked gun 2reas 21 G445 and Soarlet Peach
at 0708, 0730 and 1715 hours. Therc w |

‘ wags 0o materdsl dansge but
tlere were casuslties to A Crewg and adnintgtraotive treops in
the Beach araa,

66. ~t 1600 hours Bde HG moved to £33655 to cbtain

Ftter
concealment and security from air reide on the gun areass

67. At 2000 hours cur coast waichers Feported o gubinarine off
acarlet Beach, 1t cane inshore further south closa to.our sun

‘tions ~nd tib s P STy . e 2 ot A -
positiions anad the eraflt was 1 3'ed et vy Q0 &z Al wrtograewa

AB it was not atl first known For certsi: Waetlier g Iraiding party
hed landed, onc company 2/17 iued

_ aust iof Bu was moved back 40 the gan
area for the night as a precautiorn.

B2 OF Srerds SILL

68. This was & day of much activity in both the Tewmd ond SeaRlet
Beach sectors,
69, Tne Erigede Coamander met commanders 2/ 15 and /315 aust Inf

Bas near the Pumd eroesing durin: tie BTALng, made a recce and

gave wrders for an operation desiined io énlarge the ridgersad

and get the whols of 2/13 4ust Iaf Fn on the Kreutzbergz renges

2/15 auet Inf Bn wae to goia tha aigh zreund 2% 603587 moving SB

from the crossing place; +he 2/13 iuzs Irns Bn noving ¥ to gein the

;;;;Fim:;aa.r 603584 and there wo control the troci coeming ia from
TO.

70. The execution of this plan begen =t :idday, 2/12 Aust Inf Bn
(less one company = s Coy) crcssed the piver leaving 4 Coy to hold
the position on the ascuth bank wiish 2/1° just inf on wag vacatiag,
B Coy 2/15 Aust Inf Bn crossed and joined D Coy 2/15 Aust Inf Bn
on the far sides One platoon of 4 Coy 2/15 Aust In® Br was moved
from Kamlog to the bridgehezd and Gisposed to prewvert cacay
penetration up the line of the river az .ov trcope moved forward.

71. «t last light the leading company { C Coy) 2/13 .ust 3nf Bn

z‘sfsin contact with a dug in pneny position astride the track o

83 - the rest of the battalion (less 4 Coyl) being in depth
between therc ani the river,

72. 2/15 iust Inf Bn in the hie afternocn launchad 3 completely
successfui two company attack (2 and D Cove) on the sunms pasch
feature 611586 ~ 608’5%6 al’serwards knowin as 3nell’®s Piix,

T™he final assault was made with great vigour after a Iaberi

6limb up a precipitous slope. The positicn was = strong one

held by about 100 - 150 Japanese marincs. They broke and flad

a8 our assault came upon them, leaving 4o to 5C dead and
¢ongiderable quantity of arms znd equipment including toree

A ] ‘-:ﬂ
J‘gm machine gung, IMGs ~nd nuicrceus rifles.
€ résult cf the operations was that the whole of ke EL20Y

gefences in Salankaua FPlantation zrd Kalkakoe wers éominated By
o forces,

//
¥
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73. In the meantime there had been =z resumption of encmy
activity in the Scarlet Beach - 3atelberg Road area. Snemy
atrols penetrated down the Song Valley and towards Katilka,

17 aust Inf Bn patrols operating west of Katika made contect
with enemy pertics on the kunai patch at 603675 and near the
village at 574672, These were engaged by artillery, FOCs
being with the patrols.

7%. In these patrol clashes w number of enemy were kilded.
Thaey included z company comm-nder who was corrying an operation
order. This wes translatad and shewad that the enemy met by
owr patrols had b2en the advance elecments of & battalion sttack. -
The order was issued by Lt col Takald commandingz 3 Bn 8¢ Inf
Regt from his Ly at Slsi. It ordered that battalion lzcss two
companies vlus the ccupany 236 Inr Regt (whieh had withdrawn from
Searict Reach ofter ocur londing) to attaeck cast "o isolata the
enemy forces in the neldshach area and annihilate them'. The
0peraticns were to Havae begun 2t dawn on 26 Sep 43

75. In addition to this patrol contact made by & Coy 2/17 Aust
Inf Bn from Katika, D Coy at Jivevenang was also engaged. ,
Three times during the night 26/27 Sep small parties a.tacked 3
its positions. «&ll were repulsed leaving some equipment and
some dead.

76 snemy air craft mede two ineffective raids, ones at 0820
hours on 3carlet Beacl: and one at 1705 hours on Finschhefen
airfield.
. e7 Sep 43
77« although the enemy plans 26 Sep had epparently been dislocated

by the aggressive action of the two companies of 2/17 aust InfBn

enemy activity in Scarlet Beach = Satelberg Road sector continuad,.
Telephone lines to Jivevenang and Zag were cut. Znemy racce patrols -
wera observed. PIB reported increasing enemy treffic near Bongao

A1l 1OB troops were therefore organiscd as a reserve and placed in

the Katika area.

78. In view of this incregsed activity end the knowledge of the
Jap intentions, commender 20 aust Inf Bde requested of 9 Aust Div
the desp-teh of an additional battalion to guard the beachhced area .-
and anable him to concentrate his force for the capture of
Finsehhafen., He also asked for a squadron of tanks hoping to use
them against the enemy defences in Salankaua Plantation.

79¢ ., In the Bumi szetor z redisposition of our forces wes made to
cpumit o further advancee. . Coy 2/15 .Just Inf Bny one of the two
companics =t Kamion, was moved to tha bridgechead area to release
A Coy 2/13 wist Inf Bh which joined its bsttalion on the south side
of t.& river. This ieft ocnly © Coy 2715 iust Inf ©n at the mouth of

the Bumi.

80, south of the river 2/15 wust Inf Bn activity wag confined to
patrollin:.

8l. C Coy 2/13 aAust Iaf Bn captured the cnemy position in front of

them ot 604563« 2/13 aust Inf ba was ordered to hold tha poeition
thus goined (which was afterwavds known as atarvation 411) in order
to securc our rizht fl-nk and tO prevent an attac “Trimoro. C Coy
was therefore left there and hald the position until efter the
copture of Finschhafen, 2/13 Aust Inf 2n less C Coy tien moved Sk

to a position near Snell’'s HA2l preparatory to am attempit to capture
Kekakoc by cominz down the spw* bechind it.

25

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1022068




12 (a)

82. At C900 hours Bde HQ moved to 606618.
28 Sep 43
83. Reports from P I B of ciiey movement from Finschhefen

en inland tracks to sateliberg, observed movement in

selankaua Plantation and noise of barge traffic each night

SUuggested that the enemy mioht be gradually withdrawi

from Finschhafen, But any eXposed movement by us sti

Called Torth much enemy fire; in Captured documents the

enemy naval troops were exhorted to stand firm and told

that Finschhafen must be held. air recce disclosed extensive
defencis 1in \salankaus Plantation, The Brigade Commander

considered that the capture of Kekakoce was essential to

gaining control of Finschhafen ag

o
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. .
.2 the commend of this erca oy a8 would prodably maXe Lis Plootatlon
. My s08itions untensbla, The meall ensmy ‘JJ_..L 1008 atb A n zrad

%0 be in pome helf f.:l."f“(:'l =hed 31"1*17-1-4-1-1,_-3 A10OVL 6 “:.‘114.-;.- ;;.-! (j—f UP)
and others at "City" (5% '}JI?_)-

34 . 2/13 pust Inf Bn weg orderad o coapturs Ghege J051L.00u.
.y 1 o VT, - Ly e i - o
nl"ifL_:. Sy nz ;__ufsllb f.u J uif...: I i W _L.';I'..i O the knoyun -:J..].h.'iiL ETec8e
Ané the bettelion (lass C oy} wovad 3% .1 n endasvouwr to spproazch the

ogiticn from the west. Thig movz wovzd slow 20d difficuyld A p3th

- b e T . B 1.1'- v T r L LE - R . |
hed to be cut throwgn thick undav rouii. Ang enag)y wWos he ld v aparing
defences 4o meet LHis tiwrsct and Lt.].-.‘.ﬂu-..l.di.r. safpers ciuced casualiiaa o

O troopse & Povine asor tee heozd of ILlebds uresk (aliich was nob
Cﬂr?k—Ctl:;r d&l o T2 IS ViE- D. Ol i::..l.-.. 'u':"‘...r .J..“...Jn‘l _...'1 L.u-.-.j :L...I ---':l----’il ;:..I' -I’..‘:.....

* By Jast lisat it wos —poreat that teo sparecch td Muitshoc Dy tiat
route wouldd be L .0V DIOCEES.e

f_J'

85. Patrols from 2,17 sl o S0 movee Goul il TLVOT toweords Aleboe
Creek witliout meetin, , -2y snziay out G2 LURGST I10%,

86. A air atrike toci: ;lacc -t 23CC now's on 2ncuy dsiznca2s in the
Fingciinafen arzzae

27 2sp &3

87, Torrential rain commenced during ths nizht 2u/2¢‘ and .continuasd at
intervals 2ll daye This increased the dirficul ty of cerrying sup.lies
t0 tha Torw:rd trocops on the ronge, particularly 2t JStarvstion Hille
Probing y 2/13 suct Inf Bn found NO e2Sler 2ppro.Ci oa the Line wahich
nad been chossn, =nd it wae Gecided aurin: utie =fternoon Lt Gie plan of
outflznkin: the Kskaltoc position from thes wsst snould bDe adzna onads
. SULprise hed been losi: thne 2nemy was awere of owr iant:antions; thsre s
a steady Grain of cssuzltisc for little gain, =nd the meinten:zce ol <uppMds
wes becordnz pracarious ané 2xpsasive 1n Manpousr,

88. Patrols from 2/15 Au.t inn 5n found tass the sneay heo pitncrawn
Hrom positions wset of _f'.J._,:: 3 Greesk nd nhad soveindacisd ﬁ;-.-’-‘-.pﬂ:l- 2nd equipment
there. But movamznt by us Iurther e=st 1n%Lo calankaue Plantation wes
prevented by enfilads fire irem the Jirsction of Kuke _'*r_,,::,.

. PIB patrols -0 interrosations of natives indicatsd that large
:pties of cneuy were withdrzwing from the Finscihaisn-ilanssmeX Bav a2nd
geweng arses 2na passing tirougn Tiriooro- Gm‘um:.c“‘-r. mawe o tla general
are: of oatelberge This ncws secuedto w-ke the tzsk ol galning F:.nsc"ha.fa
@apiar but csused soms coacern for fie sescurity of the meintan-nce erae at
g gtarlzt Beach. The knowlsdge th=t 9 Aust Div had becsn able 10 =2TTangs
for the desiuatch of 2/43 auzt Inf 3n was welcome.

Arrivel 2/43 Auct .nl e Frap-rotion for fttacke.

90« During %ha ni_bt 289/.0 28 .:.;’1-_, tust Iaf 2n srrivad by APDs snd Dal
. ddsemberked ot scerlaet ssach o 0915 nows.

“JJ

!

‘91' : Oﬂ : dii’l= 9 C Oilkil ..?-: :'.'i “F 5 i;h-:.tl lIL S it v‘_*_ 2 | Gp\ﬂ-tlan

:
imt:t‘mt.lc*“ ~nd gpecizl intelligancs suwamu.-X'ye L.." 0L OpsI- t:.cm 1n-;t.I'ucti-...
is an aprendix tu thic rapcorte. Tha 2rig-dz Comu nasr wet e 2/43 Au

At

AUst “an at scerlst Sezch «arly in ties mornin: -na _t.o.ui him of his wish
£0 hewe tm two c:"‘m"* niecs (A znd :{.0;...) 2/17 hust L 3n, wiich were oa tas

mtilcr. trrac = 2t S1lvevV: Jl-..-.l.i'_"i lﬂ:_i.;.l-;..*vw_ﬂ.:. SR -J\:iiJL.L _h-:.u [l Rs u-..L*L-.r o0 that Ie
could Coac: ﬂul‘.?.".'-ﬂ his force for ~n sttack on FMiasciohefen, snd glso to bhave
poaition at Jivevaisrg .[":".;_d... orced widh 2 vizw to furthsr advincs to 5isd

and 3a2ta3loers which would ba - probeple later tusk far 2/47 Aust Inf En

oJ° "
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92 ﬁﬂﬂ? sripers continued to be 2etivs on the Sa*;-alber; Reca
bPut by 1545 houre the relief of Soth 4 and D Companies 2/17 aust
inf Bn on the Katika track ang at Jivevenang had been corpletad
and by last light thaese companics had rcached Haldshach Pizntation
pre

paratory to rejoinins treir baitals

Gt d J11a

.= L f ni - 4 - = - -

$3. “wC companize 2715 .ast I~ Snaowvanced to the liine of Ilabbs
Mfkjan:i dug in on = small rise in are- 825585 P£-cing cneny
peciiuions on the far bank. This move condines =2 snemy ic thne east
glde of ths creck in that CQ 2nd made it pegsinie 1o usse the MT
FW& -_.‘Jr-l-ﬂ ﬁ'_: i::‘.__: _:';q:?i:_&m d:ut:"_ ;[""1 "L;E"-‘:_: 1! i_";.'l--:l -.-.".., .T-‘_.- &

o4 A tank recce PEITY ATTIVEA with 274 3 sust Iinf Bn laek of
nhi?f.'}n;_ had nuq:.cjie‘ i1t 12p0s810le Ior 9 sust Div ic ootain the 4ssvatch

e of thée tanks which the trigade had requested,

95« 139 walking wounded wave esvVaCualed by tie LPTe which brought 2/43
AUST inf Bn. But nany lyins patisnts ne= Llll t¢ be na2l3d by the
MDS and CC5 at scarlet Beach.

96 . Six LCMs were sent at G630 horre O Red Besch where ihey were
to pick up supplics ana sanunition. 3 ‘ ez

Y7 e after a further recce made by the Brigade Comm-nder. in comgany
with commander 2/13 aust Inf Bn, orders were given for or attack
on the Kakako¢ position the following da¥e The gsttack tc be mads
by 2/13 aust Inf Bn, lees C Coy, which was %o ncld ohe Jtarvation HiLL
pgﬂ;tiﬁlt 2/15 aust Inf Bn to bDe eoncentrated in the generalaraa
of Sne

8 Hill as brigade rescrve with cne companv in readiness
to come under command 2/13 Aust ;3' B iy .

i if required, becmusa thet
unit was operating with oniy three coianies; 2717 aust Inf Bn to
reliave C Coy 2/15 ~ust Inf “n at Kamloa with one company and the
two companies of 2/15 Aust Inf Bn cn IZebbe Creex wita orne com LA i
the remainder 2/17 Aust lof Bn o nova @ 2 2Agition o 4 n&ah{‘-hlk
0f the Bumi near MT Ford in readiness te expaviy inte Sz lankaus
Plantation.

The objective Tor 2/12 4ust Inf L2 was the =riangls ~ City
feature. The next trigade objective was tne feature kaown as
"Manager's House spur®, between Kakskoe and the large housa at

621577,

The attack was to begin impediately after an air strike timed
for not before 110G hours and not after 12CC hours 1 Cet 43,

98, Preparations in accordance with thig lan began in the aftarnoon.
- 2/13 Aust Inf Bn seleeted as a FUP th . - .

- ¢ Teverse slope of 2 smell
i Kunai hill 614586. .4 coveregd approach to this puali?t.:ian was recced
L~ and before last light one platoon was e8tablished onit to sscure it.
B Coy 2/17 .iust Inf Bn took over the pPositicn at Kamloa from G Coy
2/15 Aust Inf Bn which rejoined its battalion necar snelli's Hili.
RAE improved the track tc MT Ford and the erossing there anabling
wounded to be more easily evacusted by jeep.

dtlack on Kekalkoc 2ot 413

99.' Pinal dispositions were mzQe <arly in the morning. &/1% Aust Inf
Bn placed one platoon 3C0O yards in front of the FUE to crotect the
move of the battalion to the FUF. By 1C45 hours praparshions wera
gomplates, A and D Companies 2/17 Aust Inf Bn had errived from
He ldsbach Plantation and joined’their unit, which h»d taken over the

sition on Ilebbe Creek, 2/15 Aust Inf Bn was concentrated.
inal details for the supporting fire orogramme wer: coordinsted to
include mortar and MMG shoots from neaxr Kamles ont the dcefences in

Salanizana Plantation, and artillery regimenta

<« COnCenttions on
Kakakoc to follow the air strike. | *
The Brigade Commandar moved his tactical HE to HE 2715 sust Inf Bn

at 610586 for the ovaration.

lj1
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100, At 1035 hours our air force commsnced bomding =nd strafing the
Pinschhafen zre:. The air strike thus bez:n h2)i zn howr eardy,
but this caused no diiriculty s tha ..n_“n..,...'; :._.J srtillary ware rs&dVe
The lzst bombers over the tai_ at 2t 1108 hours fired fl:sres as
arranged. The -artillery concentration t.an bezzn znd at 1115
hours the infantry ware wWOVin. LOTVErd.

aol. The battle recolved aiseli 1nL0 WO sopeu=is ;r.d_f,,,anl-antui .
One company as it woved Lor .::-.,:;',;1 ¢ L2 uncer Lire irom 5t20 ané
concealad enany O-illlus [Ust Wast C.l Llebbe wresk at al‘? 35« It
twrned east ant ot .cucd a...m.‘_: Wit gect Dravirye After sodie £isrce
Lfizlhiting at close cuzirtars Culiii t;'.;:_ in e '.:rr,;.'»::.“:.;-:'i:. sisaulty the
positions werc ¢ _;-';.L.;--..u SIETY oile Snely wWers willsl. dlie otiars

£led Turtier cuGe Tid Com any Gi.eld kg scut. %o continue the

advance on Raikckocs Tha rezt of 4.2 battclion gttecking towards Triangls
. A% BTTON:, Pesistoide -l Jound @ro ress Gifficulte The snsiy poats

at Triangle were found to be at the tep of & CliII 1:Cce hidcenr JY

taick undergrowth, somew..at disorgonisad by tie under;rowth and

bhavin: f..ll_u to {ind & feasible approach to tie Tri:i. wle vosition

the troops were re-orgcnised =nd moved 35 towerds City. Fard fizhting

continued zll the afternoon with. ouwr Trcols mzring Zradu-l Drozrsass,

Towerds lcst lizht they were est:blislizd on = amell spur zdout 100

yarés short of tiicir objectives at City. Tic enemy was still resisting

etronzly and the 3rigade cvommunder ordexd ths ground gzined to be held

out no fwwrtuer gttemd>t to bs mades until next mornine.

A2, 48 tha result of this engageimznt the sneay was found to be
withdrawin, from his positions in szleznk.us Plantation, =nc 2/17 Aust
Inf Bn patrols crossed Ilsube (reck and Degan some mopping us a2t about
last light.. Sut the snamy wes ::i'..lll ra:a;su....:_, in hic positions naey
the 3umi mouth.

Cae comy ny 2/15 aust Inf 2n h:d moved forwzrd to hold part of -
e ground geined by 2/13 Aust IiuX En and had done soine noppring Upe
e remainder of 2/15 iust Im: 3n remained concentrated.  The battaliea
Comuznder was warned that ke awht be raguirad o resun: the offensive
nNaty ﬁﬂy‘l

=Ck on our company at

A0% o The enemy durin. ti:2 4oy mode a smzll atts
2s Lo Lig z2nc none tO0 Uuse

starvation Hill but was repulsea with casuzltius

305 Tiie octtle for Kckakeoc had been costly to the ensiye. His
dead were 50/1G0..
Cur casua—.-lti&s were 10 killed and 720 woundzd.

100+ while tie zttack on KakoXkec wes in progress matters Lod taken an
wsetisfectory e on the oastelber: .L"Lu G
2/43 Avst Inf Zn (less two comprixizs) moving u? tie road to

rainiorce the comp.ay o6 Jivavenz. . nad met ensny who had occupied a
position zstric: the ronG % _,,?_,,-,fa, nd thzy ware urables to reach
their com, -ny at Jivevarang. 4 company ctiic.s on the eneay position

ninsd scue grounG ..J f'ilad L0 clsar Ti.2 TaCsa -5 the end olf the
&y the bDattclion h.d loct 7 killed and 31 wounded; and the ceupany as
Jivavaneng w=s isolatede

t-‘f

-

!
| ol = P

107 aneny sircraft wers a,cin active and msCe Tour reids dwing whe
dey on scariet Besch ~ad 'i:L., sun peositions near Mipschhsden AlIriield.
Mo demy e or casuclties Iresulis ..

W

2 Oct 43.
Cecupation of Finschhelen
263, In the morning it was found that theeanemy had withdrawn from the
Kakekoe position -nd from the positions in the pl:nLtiu:l near ths
Sumi wouthe
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133, (a) australian casucliics in ths Brizads Group from ths 1
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killed 8 officers 6%  othsr ranks
Wounasad L officzrs 254 other ranks

¥issing - officars C  other ranks
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_PART 1 B
N:RBATIVE OF BVSNTS FROM 3 OCT TQ 11 OCT 43

y - Finschhafen h~d been captursd, but to secure the gains 1%
would bc aecessary to continue the offencive “nd to get possession
of d5xtelberg as soon as possibla, This was now clexrly too reat
a task ifor the one battalion = 2/43 Aust Inf Bn - in the noctharn
gector. The encmy was digging in on the Satelberg Read (nc To
attempt to force a way by that route alone did not seem propitious.

The Brigade Commender therafore decided to capture the
Komows arca with 2/17 sust Inf Bn with e view, firstly, to cutting
tha track through Gurunkor-Kumawa-aisi-Sctelberg ond thus
disor.onising the enemy's ratréat; and, secondly, bringing pressurs
on 2isi with a view to scecuring the road junction there znd
egsistin: an advance on the satelberg Roed.

e after Finschhefen was takan 22aust Inf Bn was mode responsible
: for coarching, moppinz up ond holding the area south of Lengamek
B~y with e detachment ot Dreger Harbowr including logaweng,and RAR
were instructed to provids a ferry on the Mapz R 2nd to imorove
the track to Dreger Harbowr. An instruction received Dy 20 iust
Inf Bde from 9 Aust Div made the Brigade responsibility the arcs
from Dreger Harbowr to Bonza.

3. A further instruction tc 20 Aust Inf Bde stated that 2/43
ust Inf Bn should not be used operationzlly if svoidabla but should
pe kept in reserve in anticipction of its rejoining 24 Aust Iaf Bde,
which was shortly to come into the 2raa,

4, It w~8 therefors decided that after capturing Xumaw= 2/17
auct Inf Bn should oush on to the Sisi #oad jJunctioni and that
wvhen it gained that araz 2/43 iuet Inf Bn could be withdrawn from
Jivevaneng; 2/43 iust Inf Bo in the meantimeto close the gap of
ﬁﬁnﬂmately 400 yards between 1t 2nd company isoleted in the
8, praferably by reachinz ity but if nacessary by the company
fizhtin: its wey back to the main Dody.

D e The plan was t¢ be put into execution immediately. 2/17
Aust Inf Bn to move early in the marning of 3 Oct 435 2/15 Aust Inf
to hold Simbang and patrol to Tirimoro; 2/13 Aust Inf Bn to be in
resarve in tne Kakokoc zrec, salvege and clean up ths bettleficld
thare and patrol to Tirimoro.

3¢t 33

0o “namy scetivity north of the Sonz R much incraased and an
enemy party (later found to be ong company) reached a positicn
agtride the coastrl track ebout 600 yards north of the river,

Tha comn-ndar of the beechhead maintenance area ther.ioi'c
reinforccd ti.2a alaments of 2/43 Aust Inf Bn and C “oy 2/2 ~u.i u2
which ware holdin: the coastal trzck and North Hill, with C oy
2/3 Aust Pnr Bn.

7e 2/17 Aust Inf Bn moved by march route and ferrying in all
three tonners available, from Kolem to track junction 2t O1L53C
From there it was to be led by notive guldes by a treck tr-iilc
by jeeps. to Kiasawz 1 and thence by a native pad through Ki2saw: < T0

Kumawza . This route was subsequently known 28 Lasy Strest.

-}
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By the time 2/17 Aust Inf Bn reached the Basy Street
Junction knowledge of the situation narth of the Song R had
ccuscd a ncw decision to be tz=ken. 2/12 aust Inf Bn was too
for away to be an effective reserve for use in the Scarlet
Beach arez, Consider-tion was given to movinz it by ESB craft
but thec risk cf enemy cir strafing of dzylight moves was =t
that st2zec considerzable. The Briz=da Commander wished to avoid
pogtponini the move to Kumawa, 5 this seem=d the most likely
plz¢e in wiaich te regain contact with retreating znemy. it was
thercfore decided to detazch two comp=nizs ( A and B) 2/17 Aust
Iaf Bn orzacised with a separate HEQ and kx.own as *"™ael=rn's
Datecrcent' to come into brigade reserve in the ocarlst Beach
arsny /17 aust Inf Bn (lsss Melarn's detazchmant) to continue
the advance to Kumawa,

_ This was done and by last light 2/17 Aust Inf Bn (less
MicLern's detachment) had reached Kizsawa 1, McLarn's detachment
2/17 Aust Inf Bn was in the Scarlat Bsach area,

After patrolling and much artillery preparation during the
day 2/43 Aust Inf Bn attacked again in th: afternoon with one
com: any in an attempt to reach its company at Jivevaneng, The
enemy position was strongly placed. Thick bamboo made adur
sporoach difficult, The attack was 2 gallant sttempt but the
company remained cut off,

4 Cct 43

The enemy, pressad by elements of 2/3 Aust Pnr Bn, withdrew
from close contact with our FDLs north of Jong Ry but continued
intermittently to engaze our positions by fire from further north.

An officer went in a LIV from Scarlet Beach to offshorae at
Gusike to raconnoitre the ensimy positions from seaward. He
drew fire from positione about 900 yards north of Song R but ne
further north.

It was decided to attempt to surround the enemy position
by a move through North Hill, therefore MeLarn's detachment
2/17 Aust Inf Bn moved across 3ong K to an assembly area for the
mové next day.

4 AC 3qn dropped ammunition ond suppliecs for A Coy 2/43
Aust Inf Bn isolated at Jivevaneng, also a messagas (confirming
message sent by PIB scouts) orderinz this company to maks its way
out and rejoin the main body of the battalion.

The company 2/43 Aust Inf Bn withdrew at 1330 hours and
rojoined 1its main body making a detour round former enemy positien..
During the period it had haeld tha villagze it had inflicted numerous
c-sualties on tha snemy. The enemy astrids the ro=d in rear of
the villaza also withdrew ( spparently about the same tima)
Erobe.b:l.y a8 e rasult of czsualties suffered in his attacks on A
0y and the attacks on him.

2/17 Aust Inf Bn (less Mclarn's detachment) reached the
track junction neayr Kumawa2 villaze.

In the Finschhafen sector patrols 2/13 and 2/15 Aust Inf Bns
patrolled west and north in Kreutberg Rangs as far as Tirimoro,
which was found then unoccupled.
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2 Oct 43

. Melexn%s Qetachmant 2/17 Augt In® 3n moved acionz the
high ground weat of the enemy positien on the co-swal 3
encircled it, hen the coastal track Wag rcoched af
going, 1t was found that the enemy had withidrawn. C
LS

15

documents indicated that the enemy was not in Tull rot

apparently intending some ofiensive edtion azainst s
164 Two coys 2/4, aust Inf Bn OCcupied the Jvivevaneng poesitior
where its 4 Coy had baen,

. 2/17 suet Inf Sn (lass McLarn's Detschmen® ' moved from
the track junction south of Kumawe to that villese., 4fter a
bricf sidraigh, in widch ths eneay suifered casualtics, the
vialags aras was captuwred,

17

1B, Patrolling and salvage continued in the Finschiafen sactor.
&9t 43
19 . Petrols found no eign of ensmy on the cosstal track to

Bong:j withdrawel tharefore begen of our troops who had been moved
to the North Hill ares te et the snamy threat there,

Ons com-any 2/43 wust Inf Ba relisved C Coy 2/3 Aust For Bn
and took over ting coastas tracky A =nd B Coys 2/17 Aaust Inf =
withdrew t© north bank Gong R.

20, 2/43 Aust ind dn patrols from Jivevanenz found ensmy in
position at "Tha Knolli' zdout 500 yards west of the villaga.

2le At Kumawn the aenemy became active, partics ceming alon> the
track from Finachh:ion baeg:n to eloss in on 2/17 Aust In? Bn
positicns. “ontatt in the arec was continuous snd cleosc, Ons
company 2/17 4ust Ind 8n in atterpting to continue the advanc: to
Sisi from Kumawa found enemy astride the treck near the Quoia .
It became gpperent that if 2717 Aust Inf BEn were to vacate i
Kumawa position tha track junction there would be occupied by the
enamy. «nd the Dattzlion waa not strong enouzh, with twe comnanies
away, to hold this vital track junction and alio to continue t-
advancea .

22. In the Finschhafen seetor 2/15 &ust Inf Bn (less two

companies) crossad the Mepe R raparat.or{ to relisving 22 Aust
Inf Bn as ordars had baen raceived that it should be sveileble

to return ’tﬂ Lasd . .

23. The increzse in eneny activity and resistance in the Xunawa
area caused a ¢h in the plan of sendinz 2717 Aust Inf 5n from

Kumswa throuzh sSisi, whila edhering to the intention of eventuzlly
concentrating 2/17 Aust Inf Bn on the Satelber: Road, the Brizade

Commgnder decided for the present that it (lass Melearn's O +-ohment)
should retain control of Kumawe until. 2715 Aust Inf Bn cculd vo-oh

there and Xeaep opan the sasy atteat routes In the mzan:

-
LA i it & Lo bt i

forvzrd companias 243 Aust Inf Bn would be relicved »t Jiv

by Mclern's Detechment 2/17 Aust Inf 8n. It was honed late:
2/1) augt Ind Bn wag at Kumaws and 2/17 Aust Inf Bn concentrat. o on
tha Sotelber: Woad, to continue operations azolnet cztalers.
battalion advancing on ths satelberg Rond, one tirough Mor2rue

But 28 1t turnad out the ineraasing durangtih of tha eneny
thida beyond the ¢ paclty oif the Lrigads alona.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1022068



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

sl o

To enable 2/15 Aust Inf Bn to move to Kumawa, 2/13 Aust Inf Ba
with alaments QX2 Aust MG En was to become I'e-ﬂpﬂl‘laibla %‘Dr the wholas
of the F alan arca and relieve the 2/15 Aust Inf Bn companies

south of Mape R; in addition the retention of 22
area was raguesiad, WA N

24, Heavy rain fell du.ding the ni:ht.
2.0c% 43
s North of “on; i B Yoy 2/43 aust Inf Bn moved to vicinity Bonga

¢« AA order had bean roeceived rfrom 9 Aust Div that the
- ;r;ouldtr i;ﬁual,':3tl‘}a .ll:ll?n}ign of th¢ bongz=-iareo treck, Later,
e patro wus n encountercd anemy about 300 yard
south of Gusike. i b

204 B Coy 2/17 Aust Inf Bn reoched Jivevanang from song R and
relieved Oone comp-ny 2/43 Aust Inf Bn which prepared to move to sSong
R on 8 Oct, thero te relicve A Coy 2/17 aust Inf Bn,

27+ At Kumawa during the night 6/7 Oct the enemy had ssed even
¢loser upon 2/17 Aust Inf Bn, which was much angaged a.ngr?.n danger eof
being surroundad,

2/15 Aust Inf Bn (less two companies which had come from south
of Mape R) reached Kiasawa in the afternoon and bivouaced there en
route to Kumawa. The remaining two companies bivouaced near Hasy
Stﬂlt Jmctiﬁn-

28. Further heavy ciuring nizht,
8 et 43
29. The relief of 2/43 Aust Inf Bn troops in Jivevaneng arees was

~ completad on arrival of A Coy 2/17 Aust Inf Bn from Song R,

Cne company 2/43 Aust Inf Bn however remained Jivevaneng area
until 12 Oct 43 when it moved back to position near Zag,

30. /15 Aust Inf Bn (less two companies) reached Kumawa at 1230
M'l

3. Pwrther heavy rain made Lasy Street unusable for gaepl and
eaused the destruction of the bridge over sSonz R by flood.,

2.0¢ct 43

32, In Jivevaneng area Mg¢larn's Detachment 2/17 Aust Inf B5n mede a
surprise flank attack on “The Knoll" (565645) and captured it by
assault, This gove us possession of the dominating zround on the
3atelberg Road east of the Sigl Road junction and sacuredour pesition
at Jivevanenz, | 2

The enemy during the aftarnoen and at night made four separate
and dotermined ccunter 2ttacks on ow positions on "The Knoll", All
were repulsed with heavy enemy c:sualties,
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33. It was decided to concentrate 2/17 4ust Inf Bn in the
Jivevanenz area, if possible; by =z move fros Kumewa around the
east flank of the znemy position =t 5is: to Join Melarn's
Detechmant at Jivavanense -nd te build up reserve of mippddes
and emmunition for operaticns gzalnst ocatalderg in atcorasnce
with ordars raceived: 2/15 Aust Inf 2n 30 operzis Irom Xuwrlawk

2/17 Aust Inf 3n Irom Jdivevanzaze

H. Tha remaindsr {two compsanicg) of 2715 Zust Inl S srrived
at Kumaws, in which erss She onzay Consiausd sotive. Il-intenancad
of our foxca tiar: wos begoadn:r srcsarious owins to thas very bad
nature oL the Wrack in wet westher, 22 %ne PIGX o Liz anamy
cuttianz 1iu. S wers working herd Y0 iocorove the track but
Jeephaad was st Kiisaws 2 ian 4vy wastier and noh 2o I-r in w8l

h 0% naiive Horitare'lad bien rscruiisd, <2 juzra could

not bs us'ad, they, with one comimn_;E/B Aust Por 3n and ong comdany
2/1; aust Inf Bn, were employed in carrying zmmunition anc suprlies
O Aulnavia.

35. In the Finscihefen area 2/13 Aust Inf Bn palrois up the
Mgpe it found evidance of snamy &%1ll in that aree

'h-l'-l.l--'

1C Oci 43
3 Aust Pnr Bn Look over the responsibility for close
Karlet Beach end the Kotik= track. This battalion
y) had
?

36, 2
derencs o©
(legs C Co
20 Aust Inf 3a:
the cperaticns.

H:j..”l

r"l

»
ed just arrived 2% Finschhafen z2rd come under command
C Coy havinz bsen with 2C Aust Inf Bde throughout

s

37 4 patrol from 2743 Aust Inf £a found sizns of considarsbdle
), enemy movexcat on tracis in Gusiksz zrea.
38, b Jdivavanengs thne eneny made =2 stronz =2tt-ck on our
poeiticns from the norti: which wes redulscd.

39 4 patrol frem 2/17 Aust Int En ot Kumewz found a practicable
route to Jivevanens zcress the (uoje valley, dy-passing the ensmy
positions nesar Sisi.

40. In the Finschhafen ssctor patrols from 2713 Aust Inf 3n
found the eneay had cccupied Tirimgomand A Cey 2/13 Aust Inf Bn
made contact with the enemy on the Mape Ky, 2000 yards west of Simbang
and took ug a position ccvering the track junction there.

4. GOC and HQ 9 Aust Div arrived &t Minschhzfen.

4. 2/17 Aust Iaf Bn (icse Mclarn'sg Detachinant) marched by
by~pass route previcusly found to Jivevaners ar2a and joindd
¥clarn's Detachoient there at 1715 hours The batiszlion then
occunizd positions on the 3:telbers Road from dnclusive "The

Knoll! to ianclusive the feasure 4CC yards sast of givevanang

vin*’?k EE "

vl
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Theee positieons wars keld by the 2/17 wust Inf Bn agsinst
repeated ~ttacks, and in vory clna.. ontoet, during the perded of
the cn:py counntor Q-I-..I.q-nﬁﬁ.v- watdd & Jow 13 wheon sCt3r the cne
counter attaCss 7. 5ol W22 dWCe .. cnuy” wes @raven bacd
to positions coveria. L. #.pgiﬁ.*ehes o < .,..3:::4- -nd on 9 Nov the
battalion was ralicysd or 2 L8t Ind on.

43, 2715 st Ind 3n romaincéd Rwarve .

“' 2/1‘ i*“"‘h .r-.l *jf .:11 :hiu: ﬁ‘h"t #‘1 "h ﬂ-.—“ -.-...1. ._-.l_.. .'-.I- _..u.ﬂt.‘-. .I;.l.,.. lntEJ.inaﬁ
contact xitsi cnony noapr ardvere A8 on Lbe Liops k.

45, he situction el Div ¥y :aived wzs tlereflore ie
2/43 Aust Iof 3n was wicsly ai:gw:—:ﬁ Xaract sescl-liorth Rill area
witi. = uﬂl' 0N GolChieind contodiiv: tie trck JL..I'lC: tion nsar songe. .

and o g faikdas contaet with &03 ensmy pesy Gusikse It was

=

bain: ;‘_'-"r.r_. aaly conc:atroted after havin: bezn for a timey of
ner:a:.:“.'_w, roecuirad to be ms:_.una...:-.t_ IoY =21 oV.Yr loris &rale

2/¥ sust inr 3n weg L0l&in, tha Kotiks track, with on: comn

enzs2ed in ¢ rryin; on aasy oWe 2t 2/1‘7 usth Inf 3n waes in contact
wi‘uﬂ shepy strong H' aus Aa 2880als o2 o th...:. rRoad in ivront of
Jivevanen_. 2/1) st ind on was in bu..'l-......ﬂu with strons anemy
POSItivas Neir aldciiae 271, aust Iar on had one cempony in contaes :
et Dirimwore _a. onc cowp.ny in contact on the Mape K. 2/2 Aust NG
B (lses © Coy) Lcd just srraived, C Cuy Lavin_ been *-41 . 2C Aust

Inf Ada tadouiout the ousciations 2/13 aust Inf Bn (lsss tha
compnlcs on the M:pe o zna =t Tirdmoro) and part of 2/2 Aust MG

Ba constituted t.c slinder brigsds ressrve. 22 aust Inf Bn was
south of Longzemazk Seye

il.]-
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OPE.TION S nFT4R AXRIVAL (£ HQ 9 AUST uIV CN 10 CCT 43

N ki o e W =l - K e -

L]

el

3

& The oparations of tiic Bri_cde aficr the arrivel of HQ 9 Aust
Div at Finschhafen are beyond the scope of this report,being dealt
with in detail in the report of § Aust Dive The main events are
briefly summarieed below.

2 2/17 Aust Inf Bn held its positions at Jivevaneng until 5
Nov 43, From 16 Oct to 3 Nov the battalion position was invested
by the enemy who maintained close pressures and made several attacks
in conjunction with his main counter offensive ag=inst Scarlet
Beache The enemy est-oblished himseif strongly at 576648 astride
the Satelberg Road in rear of the 2/i7 Aust Inf Bn position.

Access by that route was thus closed until 3 Nov 43 when the enemy
was forced to withdraw by combinad pressure from 2/17 Aust Inf Bn -
and 2/13 Aust Inf Bn and an outflanking move by the latter.

During the period in which 2/17 aAust Inf Bn was thus "cut off"
supplies were taken in and wounded evacuated by an alternative
route from Kiasawa 2 across the quoja R and towards the end of the
period by the Tareko track,

On 4 Nov the enemy offensive was waning and the battalion,
after hard and sustained fighting a2t close quarters, clearcd the
north outskirts of the Jivevaneng position as far a8 the Siki R.
On 5 Nov the battalion was relieved by 2/24 and 2/48 Aust Inf Bns
in preparation for 26 Aust Inf Bde oparations against Satelbarge

3. 2/15 Aust Inf Bn held Kumawa until 3 Nov when it was relieved
by 2/23 kust Inf Bn in preparation for 26 Aust Inf Bde operatiens
against oatelberg,

During that period A coy foushit a bitter engagement and by
a determined assaulit drove toe enemy from strongly dug positions in
thick bamboo 2C0 yards west of Kumawaj; and fishtirg patrols 2/15
Aust Inf Bn maintained pressure on the cenemy positions on the
Satelberz koad and cleared him from Sisi and Gurunkor. 79 enemy
were killed in the Kkumewa area durin the period units of 20 Aust
Iaf Bde opercted there.

4. 2/13 Aust Inf Bn from 18 Oct 43 to 21 Oct 43 held positions
astride the coastal track on the south bank of Siki R in Heldsbach
plantation during the period of the enemy counter offensive. &mnemy
pertie® had penetrated =2long the Siki R to its mouth and some
elament g made an attempt to cross the river and move south along
the coast, but werc repulsed with casualties by the forw-rd posis
of 2/1 aust Int Bn,

e battalion then moved to =2 pesition on the 3-telberg Road
and mzde contect with tuie enemy who had cut the road at 576648 and
18012tad 2/17 aust Inf Bn at Jivevansng. Two companies 2/13 Aust.
Inf Bn aided by pressure from 2/17 Aust Inf Bn side ultimately
§u'ead the enemy's withdrawal from the "road block" position on

Nov 43,

e After being relieved by 26 Aust Inf Bde 3 - 5 Nov 43, 20
Aust Inf Bde, except 2/15 Aust Inf 3n, had no active part in the
. rations wﬁ:lch resulted in the capture of Sateclbergs by 26 Aust
Bde. 2/15 Aust Inf Bn, in patrol activity, maintained contact
with the enemy on the RKatika track during the first. part of the
perdod of 26 Aust Int Baa o.erations. later, the b-tizlion
advanced across the Song x on Nongara in support of tiic cour-Linrd
of 26 and 24 avct 1Inf bdes azainst the «arac-kakes 2riae. L LLrf
gome righting Nongara village was coptured by 2/15 ~uet ino .o
on € Le¢ 43 and held 4in contzct with the cnemy, Who wWi.sy DY L &0
pushed back beyond the track junction at 579717

"
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D APPENDICES_TO NARRATIIR

Apze W% = 20 Aust Inf Bde G.C. No § with l=ncing disgram 2nd

s o e

trece of objectives attoched already forwarded,

% — i — e o A I e T oy  — . —

Ap=¥ 'B!' to 20 Bust Inif Bde
Rs 2ort on Operations = FINSC.HAFALN,

MOST cuClhaT

25 sep 43
20 AUST INF BDE OPER.TION INSTRUCTICGH NO.
Ref Maps 1/25000 SahTAL3LRE
Lt Col JOSHEUA 2/43 Aust Inf Bn,
Copics to -
Mag J R BROADBENT
Capt L  MAELARN
1. Own and encmy dispositions west of SCARLET BRACH.
e special I summary issuad.
2e You will after londing reliev: the troops known as

valulFORCE deseribed in I summery. This relief to be completed
>3 sp2edlly as possible to enable 2/17 Bn to concantrate for
cperztions azainst FINCHHAFIN.

3 ZaAR On completion of relief you will undertake the followingz
2SKS»

(a) Control of all rcutes leading into the beachhzad arsa
and EsllsBACo PLANTATION ores fi'om the North and NW and
from SLTILBURG araez,

(b) Meke recce znd prep:aration for the captur: of ensmy
position vicinity of 5ISI 571530 =nd SATLLBIRG. No
attack to e made for this purpose without reference

to me.,
4, For these tasks you will have under command the following
iroops -
Two pls C Coy 2/1 Aust MG 3Ba
SplPIB

and in support
C tp 2/12 aust Fd Regt.
Other arty sup ort con b8 arrcnged in an emerganey or for an
atteck,
Two F O O's are raportinz to you 30 aecp 43.

De Tha control of the fapture named NORT: HILL, immediately
Nortih of R 30NG, now the rasponsivility of the M,L.C. will L&
taksn ovar Dy you,

& Mel:'oOs ramains responsible for tha close defence of 3CARLAT
BRAC: proper and has undexr command 2ll troops within ths
beachherd -re2, other than yours.,

(5gd) 7.7, WINDEYIR &rig
vomd 20 Aust Inf 2de

!
a
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REPGRT ON OPRBATIONS.

SEP 43 - JAN 44 oA
PART 11
TAGTICAL MSTHODS D L&350NS
AT PACK
_——de This 3rigade had experience of local counter attacks only.
o The following ch.racteristics were noted, out eneay methods
i were not uaiform.
2, approach by nizht tirough tuick vegatatioa to farming
areas Close Lo our FLs. Enemy sk:rlful in mov.ng silent

by nizht. PIB often heard scunds of enemy beidre these
were datected by white troops.

3. Actual assault sometimes made at night; mora often about .-
dusk. Somatimes silent, but often preceded by much noise, :
bugles and shouting.

% Bnemy  counter attacks costly failures. Troops came on
bunchad, without any real plan and apparently knowing little
of our éispositiuna. Having failed once, they wo come
again in the ssme way at the same rlace.

5. (a) Fire support largely absent and never well co-ordinated..
Supporting weapons when used brought up by night o

through jungle to close range. In one case & 37 mm
zun was fired at ranges orf 40 - 70 yards.

(b) Artillery and mortars when used in suprort of at

=g

relied on direct observation. No indiract fire used. -

routes were at times gained by infiltration through |
gven if no further attack was made, the enemy was able
these positions to harass our positions by snipers, _
was not easily dislodged. His proximity to positions
gave him immunity from artillery and 3" mortar fire.

(a) Numerous shallow diggings along enemy, line of approach
appeared to indicate preparations to hold ground gained
step by stec even before contact made. They may ... *
howsver have been preparations for a fizhting withdrawal.

6. positions very close up to our FDLs or astride our-supply
%-
And he

(b) Bnemy ap roached DY tracks or along streams. He diad
not make iarie movements across tracklass countrye.

DSFENCE

8. (a) Enenmy fielg works wers construct2@ more for protection
against our firs than for aggressive defence.

(b) Pill boxasywnen thers was time ¥or their constructions
wera very strong, mads of cocomut 1033, proof against
artillery and mortar fiire. |

(¢c) Weapon pits were of the foxhole typs = ground level
with soil removed = coanected by underground tunnels.
.» Geveloped platoon jositicn resemdled a rabblt warren.

|
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10.

13.

¥,

Concealment and camcuflage good. - Defences were often &
few yards back from edge of vegetation. This did not
iizpede enemy'!s view of advancing troops but made his
positions difficult to locate. Thick bamboo provided an

obstacle to infantry assault more formidable than barbed "
wire.

Siting (except in respect of protaction and concealment)
bad. Many pits on reverse slopes not sited for fire
except at & few yards and many others largely "unfightable®
because of heavy overhzad COvVera. . | 3
(a) Defensive layout cenerallr unco-ordinated and with
little appreciation of the value of enfilade fire.

(b) Po-isione seldom well sited for all round defence,
Primary objec* apparzntly to cover track.

(c) Positione often in scme depth alons track but not
usually extendinz very fzr oa either side of track.

Inland pesitions sitzd to countrol a track Ware normally
placed where the track ran along a ridge. The site '
chosen was usually a narrow saddle where tributary gullies
on 2ither side made outflanking movements difficult. A
standard layout was: a MMG to fire down the track and a
LMG on each side able to fire down the gully; with
usually one -or two sentries up to 100 yards in front of
the main position. The sentries were rarely alert and were
usually dealt with by our farward scouts. But shooting
them alarmed tha post.

In several instances a fence mads of a few strands of
signal cable er pieces of lizht Dbamboo was erected acro8e
the track a short distance in front of an enemy post. The
fence was not often axtended beycnd the edzas of the track
and was therafore no real obstacle. Tha purpose of these
barriers was not clear. Probably they were intended to
cause owr ferward scouts to pause so that thay could
be easily shot.

Dafences found in places on the coast, sited to protect
beaches, wers more s0lidly constructed than most of those
inland 2nd were of the pilibox "buniker" type 8 ;g._. those
at Scarlet Beach. They were often better sited than
those inland but mainly for frontal fire. The advantages
of fire from headlands seems to have been little
appreciated. :

(a) Fire was withheld until attack reached close
quarters. It was difficult to estimate ths strength
or extent of snemy positions by drawing their fire.
For example, Wwhen one position near Kumawa was
attacked it was found to be occupied by & company 'with
several automatics; yet no mora than three rifles
and on2 LMG had fired from it in retaliation to our
fire over some G3ySe.

(b) This control of amnunition expenditure may have
resulted as xuch from shortage of supplies as from
soliey. Barliier, at Finschharen the enemy had not
~been 80 sparing in his use of IkGs.

Trip wires and booby traps rarely used.

(a) anti tank mines laid on o Deside tracks in some
places. These were sometimes effective,
particularly when laid in packets, in damaging
tracks of tanks and tractors; but in ganeral their
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A results were insignificant.

(b); No effective anti-tank obstacles were constructed,
although in places the country gave opportunities,

1B, (a) 1In defensive positions enemy moves much by night in spite
of the difficulties of the ground and jungle. :

(b) Tracks in rear of enemy FDLS were used freely by day with
little provision for the protection of working and foraging
parties, who were often unaried. This carelessness gave
Zreat opportunities to our patrols.

19. Our forward scouts were always Tired c¢r., No instances
occurred in this Brigade of the forward scout being allowed to
pass %o permit ambush of nein narty.

20. - When our leading scout was hit his body was invariably
coverea Dy rire. Attempts to raescue wounded or remove dead |
often resulted in further casualiies. :

2l. (&) When confronted by a vigorous and swift assault,
particularly from a flank and after artillery and mortar
bombardment the enemy broke in panic and fled.

(b) For exampleyhe ran from very strongly constructed defences
at Scarlet Beach, on the high ground north of the Bumi River,
near Kakakog and at Kumawa. These positions could have been
longer held by a more determined enemy and only captured at
much greater cost. .

(c) Our losses in fighting at close quarters were extremely
small compared with his. He is demoralised by artillery
and mortar fire and by really close fighting with sub-kachir
gun, grenade and bayonet.,

OUR METHODS AND LESSONS LEARNT

SENERAL

2. The main lessons appear from the following paragraphs.

23, Well trained and lightly equipped infantry in adequate
nunbers foym the first requirement in a jungle campaign.

24, Cur troops properly trained and resolutely led are more than .
a4 match for the Japanese either in the jungle ar in the open.

25. Training is essential. The training for amphibious and

Jungle warfare and the rchearsals on the Mainland and at Milne
Bay, were on sound Lines.

b

26, There is no mystery in jungle fighting. Success in battle
there, as elsewhere; depende on the moral qualities of '
determined leaders and resocdute, confident and disciplined men.

27 Operations in the jungle demand the cor-@ct application of
norm2l principles of war - not any special tactics or "drills®.

28. It is as possible in the jungle, as elsewhere, to give
infantry full aid of supporiing arms; and they should have it
from the air; artillery, tanks.

29. Commanders must beware of overestimating the tactical
Strength of their dispositions. There are two dangersi~

{a) 1In close coumdty a unit or sub-unit usually has complete
control of less ground than in open countrye-~ Distances
between its components (sections, platoons or companies) are

23
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; (b) Wth restricted Pields of fire it is mmbers of

7 fMiZhting awen which count, not the forms of thair
oy zanisation. A company reduced 1o the Tighting
strenzth of a platoon - (as ws 2t times the case) =
esanot hold the szme ground =25 2 company at full
8irenzth. To continue to deseridse it as 2 company can

be siislezdangs

. 0. Althow l. the groun whieh can be effectively held by &
anit or sub-utt is less in the Jungle thaa in open
CounEy, & continmous fyond is net 2ssential. A laorge area
cen e consrolled Hy o ldalites farce W ith its units holding
rein traeks. lerge stretches of unoccupied jungle must

exist., Penetration between owr positions will always De
sossiblz. It ne2d not be serious orovideds-

{a) ‘The gerrisca of each position hoids ite grounmd and
bae adeoustc deter, food and arunanition to hold out in
isolation for several ddyse

(b) Each locality into vhich it is essential there shouwld -
be no infiltration at all (e.g. dumps, installations, .
HQ areas etc) is occupied by a sufficient number of men
to prevent this,

(¢) Each body placed to control a route is strong enough
to do so. Control of a track normally demands nQt lsss
than a full company, preferably more A few atrofif
g:::lt.iom ﬁ'mil:lcfl offengsive patrols opera

tter than meay coall detachments which are liabls @

be defsated in detail. x \
(4) Adequata local and g2neral reserves are maintained. =
. In tha jungle difficulties of land communications make

greater the restrictions on tactical mobility imposed by
considerations of supply and transpart.

2, Mobility is increased if in planning the 'q' side of
operations considerzation is given tos~ -

(a) An adequate supply from the outset of native partera.
They &re essent as "unit first line transport® in
many types of jmngle country. In their absence ths

& Xl . . ';_l - N

affactive Jishting streanghh of the force will be
tremendoucly cepleted hy iroops enployed in porterags.

(b) Provisicn cof ¢ratrt 24w 2n crga igation sixilar to
that of the Axerican & B & S Bn. 1n operaticns along
a ¢o028t “he provision of some crafiy particularly " e
ander commard of forwaed units as their own firat line
transpor iy was invaluibles

(¢) Sufficient engineers, pioncars and heavy mechanical
equipment rapidly to make all wegther roads.

" f.'l

(d) An incrz=sing supply of jeeps availabla Sefdntfentry

battaiions. 8 roads devalopyunits can economically
use an increasing amount of MLy - 70 & T

— —— .

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



*»
;g ' K

ATTASE
3. (8) Eoemy positions gan be captured in fwe wWeyss~

{1) Actual assault by infantry.
(ii) Pressure by small erms firs from close Faage.

scedols Except in the case of rear parties eovering his retrest,
TTUNET the enemy wes never dislodged Dy artillery Tirs 216n8..

M, ppssull
{a) ©On several ioeasions strong positdons were gainsé by
assault by a company OF DOFres proved

_(b) Artillery support should be wsed to the maximum,
concentrations at intervals before theattack,
enemy deep in his holegswhen no attack fol
unalert, A concentrgtion can then be fired
actual attack without loss of surprise.

(¢) Silent approach to and mrpriu attack from flank were

" most effective. 1In one such approach PIB were
to wern of enemy listening posus. This ensured that flank

approach went wide enough to avoid detection. PIB e
left a’: forminz up place and did not participate in actual
assault,

(d) On two oceczsions very successful smorprise attacks by one

- company were made through heavy undergrowth up very steep
glopes on the flank of ewﬂm, - Thesse
were near the tops of the s es and sited to eontrol
roupd on that level €@ higher. The enemy was unable to
depress his automatics from his pits to engage ouwr Woops

=
&ﬂﬂlﬂympww him, .
(e) IﬂmefimlmﬂtaMwiﬂaﬂl-mmmm‘:m#

. gun, bren firing from the hip, gremades and bayonets
with our troops all shouting, demoralised the enemy.

”; o6€e S
(a) When, ow

1.nitn thick bamboo cane or special difficulties
of * timmtpuﬁ@hhtommwitmw
assault, gnemv alwavs withdrew -fter & periol of
pressura of small arams fire at close range.

(b) 1In several places nezr Jiveverang and Kumaws positions
were held for several days less than 50 yards a2nd sometimes
as close as 10 yards from the snemy. 10 every
ang ultimately withdrew Ty nighi, usually on the third
night,

(¢) PEut fire 2lone, Goes not dislodge the enemy, He must be
pade to feel the threat of us steadiliy pressing in upon

I‘J-_
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(e) Simultaneous movement by patrols threstening the ehemy's R
rear and supply route makes him apprehensive and more
ready to withdraw.

(£) Small arms pressure to be effective demands great
axpenditure of ammunition. Much harassing Tire fHrom
MMGs at very close ranze is pariicularly sffactive. The
enemy then seems to prefar hunnslliag T rataliation. In
one position which we captured after a pariod of o lkass
pressure Jans wers ilocund ay thz bottos of theilr holes
firing straizht up in thse alr terrll iad o out nore tusn

their rifles apove T oudds.

Lot

9

;_'I

30 (a) ~ Ground gained, should be held however sma2ll the gain.
| Cn three occasions attacks which at the end ol the fay
geemed have gained jart cnly of their objectives wara Lound
in the morning to have been completsly sifective as e ,
enemy had withdrawn from the whole of his posiltlon,

(b) A8 the enemy is never prepared to surrendes he has only
two alternatives other than death when he feels his position
untenable. He can break andvwon or he can sneak away Ry

/ | night. In attacking,our troops should all realise that
. if they resolutely hold gains however small and keep upd
- pressure on the enemy, then, if he does not do the
former, he will in time do the latter.

LY when uge of artillsry end 3" mortars is restricted by
our forward troops being teo close upon the enemy; hizh
expenditure of Zrenadas and 2 zortar bombe must he
anticipated.

(a) - Operatlons o chis kint wers zeperally orthodox during

the nupsuit pleded of the caspalgn:

o

{b) At this staze the sneay sonld often ba driven frow his
positions by artillery firs 2lone.

(¢) He did not, as we fighting a delaying action would have
done. held the hizh ground on the flank of the coastal
t.raci: and taks advantage of the long fislds of fire cifered
by extensive patches of kunai., He occupled narrow
positions astride the track a few yards in from the sdze of
the timber where the track passed from kunai into patches
of junzle 2nd held his fire uatil the leading elements of
the vangzuardé wers close updn him,

(a) Tn these conditions 1t was found bas
- apd@st bo withdraw ths vanguard to a sale Gl
the crza of the sneay position sven if its extent was not
fully knowi, And in some cases tanks W

actione
(2) Mhese mathods often caused the enemy to go, without 1% )
beine necessary to comnit infantry to amaatitack,
Artillery ani 3% morter FOOs well forward sre esae atiz2l in all
? h o)

offensive operzticns. In rapid advances, 2 45 sat was betier
than cables

BEFANCE

40. This Bricade bad experience of defansive CpavaillLons oa two
.oeecasiona: onca Jor a2 shoet paeviod ab Auncw, Ao Ao whably
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A when one battalion was close rressed by the enemy for three
weeks when holding extensive positions near Jivevenang,

41. When a unit is forced on the defensive in the jungle,
| . positive steps must be tzken to Rrevent the development
of a2 “eut off®, ®surrounded" aor tight perimeter™®

42. . (a) When there is any rigk of 2 unit!s norinal. supply rouie
, , being interrupted by the enemy adequat2 regerves of

[

ammunition and supplies shouwld be in its PR2LS «

(b) But it is dmpartard to maxe resort to theece rsseprves
for any length of ticeyunnecessary, lMen who are
exoending their reserves because normal accesc bos Buan

.Qut. @8f feel besieged. If an glternative route in

opened and reguler supply and evacuzticn resunad thelr

confidence is increasodi.

S
-

43. (2) On eccasions norgel Communicastions. were cut Ly 2nsmy :
parties establishing themselves aCross the Wweck in
resr of our positions and at the same time the enemy
was established on our flanke . But no case occurred

of a unit being literally surrourdeds and it is-
thought that this is not very likely 'to eoceur .

(b) when Troops ere apperently “cut offw azerasive
patrolling is especilally important. Morale gso
stimulated; the ehemv!s 1liwits ars Ciscoveradi new

round about routag istc sur own vogitions ar.

are Zounds
and it is reclised that the "sicge¥ ig over. -

n of
 musat

L&

4

44 . When attacked and cut off the firgt de terminati
all commanders and troops ia the Fangle as elsewher
be to yield no grcound.

*

.F-

45. (22) The common use 0 the word ¥Ysarimeter® in Jjungle -
operztions causss alsconceptions which nzy ovrove d&ngﬂrﬁuapr

46, (a) This term is generaliy taken t0 meen a closely manned,

more or less circular area gstride 2 track in whi

= Rl
rll-huﬁ- :'I-

unit or sub-unit bivouacs for the night when it is

e 1

moving in contact or possible contact with the enamy.

(b) But there is some tendency to regard such perimetonrs
not as expediemte for the security of a force. |
temporarily biveouaced during mobile operations but ae

hormal dispositions for a defensive battle in the
Juﬂglﬂ @ : :

47 o . The disadvantages of close rerimeter defences

(a) They tend teo limit the $Toyni held segardie
OL 108 tactical siguiiicanca,

(b) By limiting the ground heldsthey increass +the risk

cﬂ-r: el
A = £ e | by 1 - d B "f"". " "’- ’ ~y *1 r ﬂ B e Ris
of the £ erCe Ve D 1n fact i"*:",v:-’..t,lr} sursoundan
= rl H‘-‘A r & -pl e _: = ..*- 1'1. o - L [ ..- L | o . -.‘r = ol s L] r II ¥
200 ey r'estrict the o Fportunitias 1 O &0 - esinitres
: L

patrolliing,

(¢) They tend to ha cvercrowded and thus vehi=rable
L0 eremy heavy weepons and ungatisfacteory ffor
hygiene and sdministrative reasons,

.
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(d) They are bad for morale, as they tend to be
essentially paseive z2nd tO enbanta the out off™

fedling.

Wherever possible vegetation should be cleared to
provide extensive fields, not merely lanes of view
P fire.  Bulldozers Will Go this speedily; but if
they cannot be used much can be done with machetes and
axes to clear all light growth.

(a) This policy prevents the enemy getiing so clese 10
our positions trat he cannot be safely engaged by
artillery and mortars.

(b) It also enables a greater area to be held as
ground between defended localities can be effectively
covered by cbserved fire.

This policy of clearing has however been criticised.
It is said that it foregoes the advantages of
concealment 2nd surprise which make the enemy formid=-

Jdile fm Jefemsg 10 The JungiR. .
But this criticism is thought to be unsound becausei=

(a) The advantages outweigh the 21lleged disadvantages,
which can be reduced to 2 minimum by correct
siting of the clearings.

(b) The criticism oftensinvolves a confusion between
a standing patrol or ambush position and & unit
defendad arez.

(¢) The cutting of fields of fire which attackers
"must cross need not seriously prejudice conce2lment
of =ctual firing positions.

(d) The enemy's methods of mass attack render him
p>rticularly vulnerable when he has to cross open
ground.

(e) The object in = defensive battle is to kill the
eneny who attacks, not to hide from him. Troops
who prepare their cositions with this object in
mind will ficht the attack in the right spirit.

The thickar the jungle in front of our position the
more import:nt it is that it be immedi=ately explored.
Thick zrowth obsenmes the conformation of the ground.
Small rises 2nd reontrants =ra not epparent. But their
existence must. be discovarad if our WOSPONS WFSc LI e
sited to the best 2dventeage. For exsmplcyit has been
8244 of the MMG that it clears its own firs lano, -

Thet in a sensa is true; but it ca2nnot clear = fire lane
through 2 bank. :

(a) The s2lection of ground to be held in defence
in junzle is dictated by the s=—ame consider=tions
ags elsewhere with emrhasis cn the following
matters.

{b) The m2in zpproaches are trocks, which usually

L
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Poliow ridsas and scastimss Crgek and river 023G
in tneir lower reacnes.

|
-
-

%

J

t¢) The ta€tical valus of hizh ground is Jddminislac
if it is in thick jun:zls as 1% ofTers no beliel
observation than low Sround. A hill featuwre on
the £1l-.nk of 2 track gives little control of tha
tr-av 1f nothing c-n bhe s32n Lrom ite

(@) Ths best plecss for coxtrol.iing 2 track
wher2 it follows = kaifs =uge ridze.

(e) Yotepr is ooben difiiculs O cbt2in 1n .2
actat.iinde Sut provisisa should be msGe Lor
woLitar a water soint within svery dzfanded
DO081itACH, SOTLOZS LUSG - looked for anxl 303KS

constructed as soon as tne sosition is ©COHLAS

Some raserve of water in containers shou' . bé

maintained in each poste

PATRCLS

4. (a) In peneral patrols should be of not less than
one olatoon strength.

(b) It is not easy for any white patrol nowever
sisll movinz in jungle to detect th2 presence of
concazlad enemy without baing itself sea2n. The

reason For kaeping reconnaissance patrols sm2ll
ito see without being saen", may often therefore
give wey to 2 policy of Hsafaty in numbars%s

nveat composition for = satrol was found O be
one v.s with =zttachedqz smnlli group - three oOr
four wan - of ¥IB if aveilzble,ona or two siznzlmen
with lizht czile, and artillery 2nd (dependinz on the
ranze) 3% mortar FCUS, Tha keaner senses ol the PIB
madad them jrnvelushle whap workta~ with the forward

' ! -
" seouts to ot SRR, 7S ML S U SR, o N N
" L oy . * L 3 1 i - [ - 1
llhj - I,__-\. L‘-_. il e N - ||I -.-t.L P .- 4 e i L -.--.l —. {"r .

-

58 « around found frie of eneuy by Datrols Cainnowy he
presumed to ramain S0s If it is of tactic=l dmportance
et 4. "o helda it should be occupl 2t once ana
P8 ) gy enong ent forward to reinforce the patrol if

- - iy

nac a.

- ey u

57« €9 The object 0 2 ~atrol must bz dsfinite and
il 11

guite clear to the 1z2der before he staris.
Indefinite miscions are of no more valua in the
junzle than 2lsevhere.

(b) In particular, if 2 patrol is to go 1¢ =
rarticonlar placa, it mst he clear whather if 1t
S vk~ amaosition on ths track it is to remaln
-nagy there, or returua, OF break

B ) , raach its orizinal

W2
i = - - =" P e
PETIPE 16 T "-.-Fl...-. L

-at not bae daterrsza rom thair
+the enemye AS & patrol 18 to
its bage there 1s oiten &

' eontact nd return after 2N

e 4. i
dJasbe Usd §

yi-
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Information and opportunitiec con be 1ost by 80 doing.

,9- Patrols ncve elowly in cloga L:i‘-l.li"i.'t-li"-' and ara 2t times
out, for two days o nwoe.  Line cosaunications ahould
normadlly bhe paintaims. except in zl--:; cace of lonzg patrola.

RIGHET CESRATIONG

[ i T PR« iy =T P [ o - . i
w- It’-l.-l:i $L"'ll..-‘: Il"l-.';x ':.'.1& ik l-u -.-I - h'l." :- i I ‘i- _k '-"-: = sl g E i-....-‘ = 1Y -:“' J_*-E';-‘S ﬂid-

oM™ 4 Yanr oyt el e STl a o B 5 W 0. SO, T o =
j N['-.' 'E.r I..... F"‘ g I.~‘1. .Il N TR LR ol * LI : N b o Ry ..1.\2: L, 1S & .! .l..‘..-‘- Lbak Ty & !‘ji'.f-!r.,.. hﬂﬁause
"'F‘ 4- oy ey, e afks g ow e @ s .. - o = . o A% '. =g - . How A -. "l,' ks | =
V.. The OploTtulleses 0L Conesaaseld spproach by day 1s
.--.~-'“ by Pt s mpem T dm b £ g mae . P S L
JA RIS} G888 VALLE Tan Ll aDan o« WILGY Yo

L] -
LA | - " ¥ . L] i r -
- rﬂ, - e F & = [ 3y i i T i R - s g - = = ;
L3 #:u large gcsle nizht operaticns ard nol recomiended.,
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) Enemy weapons genarally much inferior to.ours.... No occasien
. reported of use by our troops of enemy waspoia ijia pveferenca te
GWie

f. (a) "8o* cranada (fired from discharger) = good blast and
fragmentation effect sevara. |

(b) 91" grenada hand,(7 seo t‘uag) not vary effactive, found
occasionally tied in groups of & with pins remcved and
buried a8 booby traps ar mines or along trecka. s

wg7% grenade hand,(4 sec fuse) most commondy used; wery
pooxr aeffact.

3e 81 mm mortar - affective with both heavy uﬂ. ddght bamba.

&, 90 mm mortar - very effeative Accurately uvaed. Usaudtahl
o -ﬂnnd:u.ns and scarcely an t;nnur weapon. ' ’

mn battalion - Mertar-like reperd and
"m’;a;otw P 7 um:\aﬁ'u 1ecate. Often misteken
L r fire. Sometimes effeatively expleyed at very clese peint

(e)

6s automatics of various types were net regerded as AL e
ours of Comparalle calitire. " Ih many Lewia -.%
wsed by eneay. "

. Sl BQUATBARS
- A o L. ;

7 (a)  wireless apperent

(a) of great valud.
(b) Sustained firs at clees
fector both 4in holding ow

tions im open eoun moat affestd
s u%m&'::-mn of uf::{u in kunai

9.  J=ip Morters

(a) Very valuable. But thare were merksd variat

diffarent batches of propellant eharges. This
s usa ofnﬂw.t-v:rtmlw-

Il'
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{b) (1) Ammunition mist always be blem
because of itaﬁ t. gl e g ot

(11) It should be a general rule for all commanders not
to use mortars where artillery can be used.

(c) m:ha. present h:s-t.ahﬁa:?nt of 8 mortars per battalion is
more n can employed in mobile jungle eoperations owing
to the weight both of the mortar and ?I;mitm.

(4) A satisfactory solution is probably to leave the existi
;stab&:hmntmungfhangei d, but EB circumstances require to cﬁ‘.
own n r eces to be actually carried leavi
in a divisiencl dmplf | i

)) There should,however,be no decrease in the strength of the

mortar platoon which in the campaizn needs its full numbers fer
carrying four mortars and ammunition only. ,

$9] :0 waxed cartons were not completely satisfactory. A
mtal container to carry 2 bombs has been suggested.

(a) Most units eom:l.dir' mest useful.

(b)) amd flare a.nuniﬁ'f oved invalua ¢ ignals
and locate positions of aub-m:l.tl. hh "

Mexes Rifle

(Q-Juutut carried asg no use anticipated and never in fact

(») Reductien ef scile te mnr conpasy is reSemmsnied.

L 34 Sus Tk

(a) et 1a fhot used easept sited fer pretectiien 1aitial beeche

(b)"mmr-m- suitadle if aa iafamtry TR/A gua is

Yery sgtisfactery - triped mounting uaneceSssry amd net im fact

G A

(b) -Petailed report on certain techaical modifications has
e taly submitted - the principal suggestion 48 to place
z change lever on the opposite side to prevent rubbing against

-£e) Tendenscy to bulged barrel was noted.
() It is etrongly recommendad that & perc

(op to )
be £itted with a silencer for patrol wark. 'i"im gwm
o shooting ef eneny scouts and listening poste giving the alarm.

M _Scensds

(a) Vet weather canses deterioretion.
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(b) A waxed or cellophane envelope is recommended.

16. - gignal Rouipment

ntials
(| Our equipment has many defects, as in its esse
v it is :gt designed for jungle warfare.

The disadvantages of our standard equipment were only
- partly overcome by Breat labours by brigade and battalion
signalmen and the constant supplementing of their numbers.
by other soldiers.

. | American
The only alleviation came from the use of some
equipment issued and captured equipment.

‘H\l?.. . The main requirements ares-
P
(a) Light durable cable.
(b) 1/3 mile drums (light weight). The present mils drums
are far too heavy.
(c) Light pack layer and r ewinders
(a) Light waterproof telephone combination busszer Ilﬂ
; me.gneto type. e nk
(e) Adeguate supply spare telephone parts in nt.cr;root m
| walkie talkie) - (scale at least 32 per
Lo mwﬁéomma or -one per platoon with w
Treserve. : 4
(g) W/T seta No 46 (8 per battalion recommended) . -
L8, Wireless S |
168 of great usé. Ranges up to 2800 yards
o o GM mﬂomtrr and up to 500 in Jungle.
uires to be watsrproofed and the provision -
(n)otit"qtm;blrmm mmmitmmm
be an advantege. A stronger protective cap for
_ asrial and stronger microphons covers also |
| very good ormance., Indense country
}b) mﬂgugn'::-ﬁ:wu o open country up to 8 miles
" was reported. 2
1ieble = but heavy for infan or’
pice uae‘lfo l}lu;ga?rqpla:mm by No 46 set or set of slightly
greater rangee. VA
(a) No 108 Set Mk 11 most/satisfactory. No experience of No
108 Mk 11l. v |
19, () D (V) telephones and handsets satisfactory in performgnce

but too heavy, affected by wet snd impoasible toO waterproof.

" =
-

¥ *
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A Waterproof key (as on vwgliie talizia) isr recomme ndade.
(b) Spare micrc:phﬂnﬂ_capsul% nsed 1o be rsadily availabhle.
(c) wWitchboards are eapecially affected by wst conditions.
a4 light board (6 line’ factory “aterproofed, s racommended,
20, up

(a) Jeeéps admirable and indispensabic. hecommendations for
BT scale far units Separate ly communicatad.

(b) Restaration of a transport platoon (ineluding mechaniec) to
establishment of infantry tastaiion Very sirongl * recomiended.,
if MT to be used to best adgantage ant adequate.s maintained.

2l. . _gater Container 3

(a) A& liperal issue reguiread .
: (b’ Tlﬂﬁ -':,*"‘f Hn et unms LIE.E"'}'I”FiE H-.".-'.t.f""l,-:' A
() Canvas water tags square type Cesiradle in adaitd on %0 tins,

22. @Ak Bandoliars.

Owlng %o these rodting in carp conditlons stronger materdial
is recomme nde’d.

23+ . parbvers’ Tcols ,

€Y “Issue on_scala of 5 ¢couplete seis nex _?qx‘a_‘f'al‘rt"rhy battalion
is r ecommended., R

Ab) The importance of keeping men shaved and bar baréd fn. ..
tropical conditions cannot be rerenphagised. |

for
'.' - s s

4. Gteel Helmets

Retention is recommendied. Scme msn fael mors' confident
when wearing them, but men nesd not be required to carry them
during a cempaign if they do not desire to do sa, ;

25.  Hate e 1o T

- (a)  .Bat KP the .best head dress for Austral '&-;u'oépg ro W
both on sentimental and utility grounds. A e anywhera,

(b) Proposed ventilated hat an improvement tulb mnseds to

provided with hooks for chin strap end o varning g st eida. :

S hod B

(€} No need has been found for proposed Jungle beret:

- ety

“~
y

.‘.
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