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Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. L
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence W AR DIARY
| Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. .
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages | or

will be prepared in manuscript.

Month and }fm,/?ﬁf&&

Place.

Date.

Hour.

s s e e A an b aa el b s

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

( Erase heading not required).

Summary of Events and Information.

(

| Army Form €, 2118, 3 |
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mmandlng Ofﬁcr.m.. M o SR . SR TN 28e

References to Appendices.
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript.

Month and Year... /-7’91? )

-------------------------------

Place. Date. Hout.

— ——

Army Form C. 2118,

WAR DIARY _.
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

) * _ i : . |
( Erase heading not required). CﬂmmandJng O&—icﬂ.&a‘(é-ourqé‘;ap £

Summary of Events and Information.

References to Appendices.
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Instructions reg

Summaries 2

~»ntained in F.S. Regs., Vol. L
and the Statt" [anual respectively.
will be prepared in manuscript

Month and Year ).

W 'H' | :‘? ,',

¥ar Diaries and Intelligence Army Form C. 2118.

WAR DIARY
Title pages

or
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

( Erase heading not reguired).
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Place, Date.
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W Feery

FOR CPFIICTIAL USE DNLY ROUTTINY ORDERS

e

S,

LI-COL G D % COOPER _MBE
M0a LU | COMD AT SEA
g 2/27 Aust Inf Bn  AJR 2 Maxr 42
lix DOAT STATIONS «~ The follkowing repgulations will be enforced
StPLetiye e

ie When tns leave tp decks they will carzy haversacks in addition
to0 1Lifehelts so that no delay will be oceasioned when the
olorn 1s soundeds |

iie Tpe porading at boat stations will place haversacks on the
deelk between their feets

iii, Tps muet parade at boat stations within 5 minutos of thoe
commencement of the sounding of the alami. Disciplinary action
will be taken agprainst offenderss

PJ”;P—T " Ei 4

PROMOT I.ONS

ax L4159l I,/Cpl PICK J H promoied A/CPI, as from 1 Mar 42
REVERSIONS

sX 9701 A/CPL DEVINE AJM reverts to Pite as from 28 Feb 42 for
dlsciplinary reasone

PUNISHAENTS

SX 12368 Pte WOODROWFE E = Abscnt with leave - Admonished.
WX 7780 Pie BELLCHAMBERS F D ~ Absent without leave =Fined £3/10/-

' ' and 14 days detentione
SX 133%9 Ptc KEMP S R = AV, - Fined £3 and 7 days detention,
SX 3058 Pte LAUDER A C - Breaking out of guarters- Pindd £3/10/-

: and 14 days detention. -
gX 12207 Pte THOMAS F -~ Absent without leave -~ 7 days C B
8X 12i1ll. Pte FEDER Il G ~ Unlawful possession - 4 days C Be
8X 3660 Ptec BEAUFOY R B =~ Failing appecr place of parade « L days C B
SX 5439 = Ptc TURNER A B - A WL = 2 days C Bo
SX U153 Pte TIPPER G M =« A WV L » 3 days C De
SX 4521 Pte WINKLER C R~ A W L = 3 days C Be
SX 5868 Ptc CLIVER WV B =« AW DL -~ 3 days C Do
SX 12283 Pte HOEY HM - AW L — 3 days C Do |
8%, 8565 Pte BROGDAHL N J - A WL = 3 days C Bo . ‘
ax 10542 Pte DODD R R - Breaking out of guarters~ Fined £3 = 7 days dets
SX 10929 Pte GILES T P =~ " W% " W . Pined £3 - 7 days det.
SX 12079 Pte DUFFIELD NV = AW L ~ Fined £3 ond 7 days detentione
X 11477 Ptec WILKIN T R - Dreaking out of quarters«~ Fined £3 - 7 days &t
X 5008 Pte BIRCH W H = A WV L - Fined £5 and 7 days detcntlone
oY %662 Ptc LECON 6 J = A U L ~ Fined £3 and 7 days detoniions
cx 10930 Pte NEWTON J = Breaking out of quarters - Fined £3 and 7 days det,

¥ 12008 Pte DICKESON C 7 - " i " = Fined £3 and 7 days dete
SX 8551 Pte McMAION F J = . " N s - 14 days dctention.
WX 12632 pte WVHITION J = e $ .. & - 1l days detention.
SX L41olL Pte JOHIS I F - = o " - 1l days detention.

X %950 DPte STEPHENS F J - viscondueting himself at mess parade=- Admonishcd
g}{ igﬁo Pte STIPHENS F J = Breaking out i;f ggg:tera- 1L days detentione.
sx 9701 A/Cpl DEVINE AJM - A V L « Reprimandc
SX 13195%1:2 ASHENDEN A'K = AV L ~ Fincd £3 and 7 doys dectontion. 5
SX 10402 Pte FOLEY PFJ - Breaking out of quarters- Fined £3 and 7 days dcvt
SY 290l Pte HARPER FHECB = " TP " ~Fined £3 and 7 days det
8X Loh8 Pte TOWERS D W = = P . ~Fined £3 and 7 days det
SX 12160 Pte SIMS W M = A WL = Finod £3 and 7 days detentiom.
8X ttec CLARKE H 8 = Dreaking out of guarters - Fined £3 and 7 days det
SX EEE% Pte CLIFTON W J"-I‘inilinglcﬂppeartp gcgu:gt:gg:?m - L4 days C B.

tc WRAITH I F = Breaking out o | 1
e i:!.: Not shaven 1000 hrs 28 Fob 42) s b

8x 11619 pPic GLEESON N L-_-‘Pq:lnr_: insubordinate language- 1L days detention,

Adjt 7 Aust Inf Bn A I F |

RCDIGT1022110
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FOR OFFICTAT, USZ DIILY ROUTIITE ORDERS

BY

.

LT-COL, G D T COOPER MBE

10a 14 | COMD AT 8ZA
- 2/27 hust Inf Bn  AIF 2 Mar 42

1i DOAT STATIONS « The following repgulations will be enforeod

SLP1CTLys -

le Vhen tps leave 1p declks they will carry haversaclks in addition
to 1ifcbelts so that no delay will be occecasicied when the
olarmm is soundeds

lie Tps paruuﬂﬁg at boat stati .ons will place haversacks on the
deelc between their fcetle

1iies Tps must parade at boat stations within 5 minutos of tho
commencement of the sounding of the alarm. Diselplinary action
will be taken against offenderss

Pﬁ;r‘l H *'HT

Wope s R P

PROMOT IOS

[ H-h--

§X L5Si I./Cpl PICK J H promoted A/CPL as from 1 Mor 42.
REVERS RO TONS

SX 970L A/CEL DEVLIE AJM reverts to Pic as from 28 Feb 42 far
dlsciplinary reasons

PUNISHMENTS

SX 12368 Ppte ‘”D"‘*D'?ﬂﬂ:.":‘; % = Absent with lzsave = Adnonishod. |
WX 7780 Pte BELLCHAMBERS F D ~ Absent without leave =Fined £2%10/-
ond 14 days detontien.
SX 13330 Pto REMP S R = A, ~ Fined £3 and 7 doys dotenti
SX 3958 Pte LAUDER A C « Brecking out of quartors- Findd
and 1.4 days detent:ln.
SX 12207 Pte THOMAS F -~ Absent without leave -~ 7 dnys C B
SX 1211L Pte FEDER N G = Unlawful possession - U4 doys C B.
8X 3660 Pte BEAUFCY R B =~ PFailing appear place of parade -« U4 days C B,
SX 5439 =~ Ptc TCRNER A B « A WL = 2 days C Bo |
SX L4153 Pte TIPPER G M = A W L ~'3 days C B
S8X }4521.°Pte WIMKLER C R'e= A W L'~ 3 days C Bs
SX 5868 Pte OLIVE RT.'J Be»AVWIL -3 days C Do
SX 12283 Pte HOEY HM «» AW L — 3 days C Be | |
8X 8585 Pte NROGDAHL, Hd~AVWUL - .’»cla.vsc Bo
SX 10942 Pte DODD R R - Breaking out af quar'bers- Fined £3 = 7 days dets
SX 109290 Ptc GILES T P -~ ® -~ Pined £3 - 7 days dete.
SX 12079 Pte DUFFIELD N V o=« AW L = imﬂ. £3 and 7 days detentione
8X 11477 Pte WILKIN T ;ga- - Dreaking out of quartcrs~ Finced £3 = 7 days ®&te
S¥X 5008 Pte BIRCH W H ~ A W/ L -~ FPined £3 and 7 days detcntione
SX 3662 Ptc LEMON G J -« A W/ L - Fined £._9 and. 7 days detention,
SX 10930 Pte NEWTON J - Breaking c:ut n... quarters - Fined £3 and 7 days dote

SX 12008 Pite DICKESQN C (7 = i 8 - Fined £3 and 7 dnys dcte
SX 8551 pPte McMAHON I J = =N sy u - 14 days dﬁtontlﬁn-
WX 12632 pte VHITTON J - = oy " - 1} days dotention.
sX LIoL Pte JOHNS I F - " s B - 1l days dotention.

SX %950 Ptc STEPHENS P J «~ M isconducting himself at mess paradc= Admonishecd
SX 3950 Pte STEZPHENS I J « Breaking out of quarters-~ 14 days dotention.

SX 9701 A/Cpl DEVINE AJM ~ A W L - Reprimandcde

SX 10195 Ptc ASHENDEN A & - AV IL -~ Fined £3 and 7 days detention.

8X 10402 Ptc FOLEY PFJ = Brﬂakinfr out c:-f quarters— Fined £3 and 7 days dct
8X 290l Pte HARPER FECB = _ " L ~Fined £3 and 7 dnys dot
SX LoL8 Pte TOWERS D W - o w -8 L, ~Fined £3 and 7 days det
SX 12460 Ptc SIMS WM = A WL - Fined £3 and 7 days detoentlon.

SY 3430 Pte CLARKE H S = Dreaking out of guarters - Fined £3 and 7 éays det
SX L4843 Pte CLIFTON W J nliuilingakgppeﬂrtplgce of tgum):ae - I} doys C B.

2 Pte WRAITH J F -~ 1. Breaking out of Quaricrs

. iis Tot shaven 1000 hrs 28 Fob- 42) 14 days G B

8X 11619 Pte GLEESON N L= Using inauhﬂrdinam 1angunga- 114 dnya detention.
\ !&ddt 275{ Aust In:f.‘ En AIF

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO22110




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY ROUTINE ORDERS +

- : ﬂ b2y ) T,
E_T—G@ G DT COOPER MBE '!"“*_
HOs 15 2 8T , 5 Mar L2
i ‘_ o2
3 Ships Duties Guard shiga Orderly Ships Orderly
gincl 2 mnnerﬂ.z fficers _a.;.'t-a
6 lor 42 B, Coy ' Be CO¥ Lieuts Puttm ts Penney &
1 .M iy : & Pickoring. J Driscoll 3
7 Mar 42 ~ A Coy D. Coy Lieuts Bennier L/Sjt Philipsc
: & Glﬂmpet‘b & ! J ames e
8 iar 42 HQ Coy Ce CoOy Lioutﬂ Applebee sats Isaachse
& Trenerry. Burnett .
ZEBT HBII
REVE BIOHB
X 968!.; L/Cpl EDWARDS E R reverts to pPte &E from 3 Mor 42 at own
requeste
Wt te
/ /ﬁ / /(L Capt
Adjt 2/27 Aust Inf Bn . A
HNOTICES

Receipt is acked with thanks from Australian Comforts Fund of the

undemmentioned:

'l," i

60 packs Playing Cards.
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FOR OFF USE O ROUTINE ORDERS p 4
LT~COL G D T COOPER MBE i
| . s
COMD S
NO. 15  2/27 AUST INF BN _AIR JMar
1. DUTIES
Ships Duties QGuard Ships Orderly Ships Orderly
!incl 2 runners) Officers Sjts
| 2 o &G Ee CO L:Leu'he Puttman 8jts Penne
Bk ? 5 s & Pickering. Driacnlgf
e A. COt D. Coy Lieuts Bennier L/s;]t Philipso
TR e : & Clampett &V Janes,
T 0 Licuts Applebee BJtE Isaachsel
, O Map L2 pe C‘fuy‘ K G 4 s Trenarpr-?rq Bumatt-
PART “p"
REVERS 1ONS |
S¥X 968l IL/Cpl IDWARDS E R raver'tra to Pte as from 3 Mar 42 at own
' mquea'b;
A 3
AR
Adjt 2/27 Aust Inf Bn  AIF
NOTICES

Receipt is acked with thanks from Australian Comforts Fund of the

undermentioned:
60 packs Playing Cardse

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1022110



FOR OFFIC USE OILY - ROUTLITE ORDERS
BY
LT-COL G D T COOPER MBE
cam ' AL SZA
s - ¥ R Mo 1D
| M 2{ AUST INF BN -m: t:#_.-.i e etk
l. DUTIES
Ships Duties Guard Ships Orderly Ships Orderiy
(incl 2 runners) Officors Rt
6 liar Be Coy Es COy Lieute Puttmon Sjts Penney &
1 - : | & Pickering, Driscoll
7 Mar L2 A« COy v Do CO¥ Liauta Bennier L/S;;t Philipso
| & Clampetdt & Jamee.
8 Mar 42 HQ Coy ; Ce COy Llcuta Applebece SJtE Isaachsée:
G Trenel, & Burnett.
E.ART 'I-IB"
REVERSIONS ’
S¥X 9684 I/Cpl EDWARDS E R reverts to Pte as fr'::irﬂi 3 Mar L2 at own
requeste

AWt Ag &

i il W i &

nt

Adjt 2/27 Aust Inf Bn  AIF

NOTICES
Receipt is acked with thanks from Australian Comforts Fund ol the

undermentioned:
60 packs Playing Cards.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1022110
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v W

_¥FOR OFFICIAL USE OILY ROUTIITE ORDERS
BX
LT-COL @ D T COOPER MDE
- COk B AT SEA
No. 16 _AUST I 11 Mor L2
le DUTIES
Ships Guard (Incl Ships Ships
Duties 2 runners). Orderly Officers Ordcrly Sjts
L3 Mar L2 HQ C Lieuts Kimber TRS 8Sjts Xoehne
and Bell. and Agars.
1y Mar 42 = A D Lts ILangsford Sjts ITosse
and Hewitte and Kecley.
15 Mar 42 B E Lieuts Inglis 8jts Gleeson
and Martin. and MacDonald.
PART EIBH
PROMOT IONS
SX 60L9 1L/Cpl TREMBATH C C promoted A/Cpl as from 10 Mar L2.
REVERSIONS
SX 3698 I/Cpl Mathews D J reverts to Pic as from 10 Mar L2.
APPOLITTMENTS
SX 7307 Pte ROSENBERG I L apnvointed I/Cnl as from 10 Mar L42.
CLASSIFICATIOIS

SX 3106 Pte SMALLACCMBE G J relinguishes Td Tp 11 Cook as from
3 Mar L2 and is transferred Lo “ZEY Coy.
SX 3364 Pte PORTER W R V classified Td Gp il Cook as from 3 Mar L2.

PUITISHMEITTS

3X 9884 Pte DOBIE R W ~ Neglecting to obey poneral order in that
he on 12 Dec 41 failed to remove the bolt from his riflo,
when the said rifle No. 5685L was left in a tent undor
the care of a rovin picquet - Fined £1 and 7 dn,vs# dotentlion.

-

.li‘ :,.-*,. "
A ‘o oA A
Adjt 2/27 Aust Inf Bn ATID

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT022110
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“’aﬂ W ROUTTITE ORDERS

BY
L7=COIL:, &G D T COOPER KDL e
S o ~ COMD ot AT SEA
N0« 16 | - 2/e7 ADST IWF DN - AIF .. 11 Mar 42
1. DUTIES - ” |
Ships Guard (Incl Ships Ships
‘Duties 2 runners). Orderly Oifficers Orderly Sjts
13 Mar L2 HQ C Lieuts Kimber TRS §SJjts Koehne
and Bell. and Apare.
S Mar 42 - A D Lts Tangstford Sjte ITossc
and Hewitte. and Xeeley.
15 Mar L2 B E Lieuts Inclis Sjts Gleeson
| and Martin. and lMacDona.lde
PART "B '
PROMOT IONS
SYX_60L9 L/Cpl TREMBATH C C promoted A/Cpl as from 10 lMar L2.
REVERS IOINS
SX %898 L/Cpl Mathews D J reveris to Pte as from 10 Mar Le o
APPOINTMENTS .
SX 7307 Pte ROSENBERG I L appointed L/Cpl as from 10 Mar L42.
CLASSIFICATIONS

SX 3106 Pte SMALLACOMBE G J relinguishes Td Tp i1 Cook as fLrom
3 Mar 42 and is transferred to "E¥ CoOy.
X 3364 Pte PORTER W R V classified Td Gp ii Cook as from 2 Mar L2

PUITISHMENTS

SX 988l Pte DOBIL R W - Neglecting to obey gomeral order in that'
——— %e on 12 Dec Ll failed to remove thie bolt from his riflo,

when the said rifle Io. 5685L was left in a tent undor
the care of a rovin: pilcquet ~ Pined £l ond 7 doys, dotontlon,

ﬁ ",",f"{{d /1.{’*

5 q Capt
Ad3t 2/27 Auet Inf Dn AL

AUSTRALIAN WAR MIEMORIAL RCDIGT022110



| USE OITLY ROUTI 7} ORDIRS

DY

LT-COL G D ' COOPZR LD

COID
e e Al Ses
1oe 1 2/27 AUST II' BII AIF 19 Mar L2
.JS___Z ar
f+ DUTLES
Ships Guard (Incl Ships Ships
Dutics 2 runers)  Orderly Officers Orderly Sjts
20 Mar L2 B A Ticuts Reddin and Sjts MacPherson
Cook., and lMoores.
21 Mar 42 D D Ticuts VJarburton SJts Scally ¢
and Dennie Underwood.
22 liar L2 C HD ILiecuts Caoddy and SJts Kochne &
Attiwill. Paine.
23 Mar L2 D D Licuts Dennier & Sjts Short and
Puttmane,. sherwrin.
1:1_:"111_:_: HB'..
REVERSIONS

SX L4083 370p1 Lundie I' J F reveris o Pte to comply with 1.Z. as
from 17 l.ar L2.

PUNISHMENTS
SX LOL7 Pte Sims C - (i) Usin_ insubordinate lansuase to his superior
officer.
(ii)Disobeyin: o lewful command siven by his
superlior oiflcers~ 7 Days Detentione
AW} H A o
5 A, Capt
AdJt 2/27 Aust Inf Bn AIF
NOTICLES
Recelved with thenks from the Australian Comforts Fund the following

854 - 2 0z tins Capstan Tobacco..
854 pkts Cigarette Papers.

854 Razor Blades.

400 cakes Soap.

.,
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USE O:TLY ROUTI. I ORDLRS

—%e
L

e

#COL G TPMCOOPER DT

—

COLID
P : At Sea
Noe 17 2/27 AUST IIF Bl AIF 18 Rl i
1« DUTIES
Shins Guard (Incl Ships ' Ships
Dutics 2 runners) Crderly Officers Orderly Sjts
20 Mar 42 E A Ticuts Reddin and 8Sjts MacPherson
Cooks and loores.
21 Mar L2 D D T.icute '‘Jarburton Sjts Scally &
and Dennile Underwood.
22 liar L2 C O Licuts Caddy and Sjte XKochne &
Abtinvilde Paine.
23 Mar L2 D D Licuts Bennier & 2 Sjts short and
Puttmans Sshermrin.
PARM up
REVERSIONS

SX h083h3?0p1 Iundie ' J P roveris o Pte to comply with VW.B. as
- from 17 Liar i2s

PUNISHMEITTS

8X L4oL7 Pte Sims C - (i) Using insubordinate lanjua;e to his superior
officer.

(ii)Disobeyin: a Lawful commend jiven by his
supcrior oificecry—= 7 Days Detentione

f‘//}/ ///V“JA"”
i Capt
Adjt 2/27 Aust Int Dn  AIF

HOTICES

Received with thanke from the Australian Comforts Fund the following
goods:~ .
854 - 2 oz tins Capstan Tobacco,
854 pkts Cigarette Papers,

85l Razor Blades.

KOO cakes Soap.
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(Issued in comjunction with "Notes on Jungle Warfare")

JAPANESE TACTICS IN MALAYA
Terrain - The country consists of rubber plantations, interspersed
by padi with mangrove swamps near the coasts The arca 1s gencrally

wet and intersected by numerous streams. Observation ls very
restricted,

General Tactics and Methods

The Japanese forces in NORTH MALAYA are a traincd army of
gangsters, who fight with fanatical fury accompanied by willd screams.
Thoy can do two miles an hour through thick foresis. Thoy are
equipped with a high proportion of tommy guns onec to every throe or
four soldlers, and mortars., The mortars are L?, the shell bursts six
feet above the ground with a bang and a blast and inflicts large
wounds; they appcar to be their bestl weapone

Their light tanks, which oeccasionally give support, are a type of
armoured carricr, vulncrable to our anti~tanik rifllea and heavier
weaponse. Tanks on roads arec precceded by motor cyecleos, They have
little artillery and their ghrapnel is sald to ho not vory
effective,

They are full of low cunning and by various moans, such as
mortars with a loud explosion, Chincsc crackers and.builﬂtﬂ which
make loud noiscs on imnpact, thoy secok through nolsc to lower morale
and cause prematurc withdrawalse The automatic riflc thoy uso also
glvos a sharp reporte.

Tracor ammunition is used to some extent with rifle fire, Riflo
fire is, generally speaking, inaccuratce

Snipors arc reported to have been amied with tommy guns, which
thoy used as singlo-shot weapons until thoy were dlscovercd. Thoy
have also caught dogs and beaten them up, after which thoy have
tiod them bolow treces in which they were hiddene Tho doge howlod whon

anyonc approachocde
The Japancse repair bridges very quicklys
Parachute troops have been uscde

There is no regularity in thelr dress, troops sormp timos woaring
native dress, In rubber plantations thoy have boon soon wearing
whito. In the attack, first wavee have becen led by offilcors drossed
in slacks, shirts and hclmets. Equipment is vory light, consisting
of belt and pouchos only. They arc preparcd to live on tho country
to a greater extont than our troops and arc thoreforo loas
dependoent on lines of communication. They havo, howover, kopt meinly
to roads, Thoy can move rapidly through Jjunglc swamps and across
rivors, for which they arc sometimes cquipped with rubbor bolte.

Tactics in the Attack - A scrcen of men is sont forward to locate
our poEIEIons and to employ the methods outlined above. Thosao are
often dressed in ordinary shorts, shirte and running shocs, and whore
possible they mix with clvillions. As soon Qe tho seroon has located
our position, strong forces, often deploy in tho roar and pass round
i1ts flanks.

This is donc rapidly and cvery ondeavour is made to maintain tho
momentun of tho attacke

Attacks arc made in waves, lecaders not being prominont oxeopt in
the first wave. Minor tactics arc poor and attacka areo ofton made in
~losc formation over opon country.
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Alrcraft

Messorachmits and Lockheods have, both been scen, and divoe

bombing and machine~gunning attacks are roportcd. Their anti-
porsonncl aircraft bombs have not beon very offective. The dapancso
arc also using cannon but their fire is not vory accuratos J.apanose
+planes broak up vory casily on being hit. Lot al B

Fifth Columnists

Many of the Malays arc inolining towards the Japanosc, Thoy

have beon placing "V signs 2 £t long pointing towards our positio
Those signs arc made with ¥mk bamboo and light cloth, - s
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7 _AUST DIV APPX 'B'
(issucd in conjunction with "Notos on Jungle Warfarc') |
soM® OBSERVATIONS ON FIGHTING IN TROPICAL COUNTRIES SIMILAR TO AYA

1.  Although normal principlcs apply in fighting in this clasa of
country, mothods must bo adaptcd to suit the naturc of the country
ancl the armament and methods uscd by the oncmye Modlifications which
apply to fighting in bush, as indicated in the manuval (but against @
woll-ogquld d and properly organiscd cnoiy - the manual fraqpantlg
dcale with bush fighting against ill=cquipped natives) arc goenorally
applicablo to fighting in IALAYA. - Pighting will have many of tho
scharacteristics of night opcrationss

Physlcal foaturcs

. Tho country conslsts Of w

(a) stoop mounteins rising to from Iivo to olght thousond foot,
most of which is covercd with thick junglo; -

(b) oaroas of undulating ground covercd wlth rubbow plontotione or
Jjunglc, Helghts run To one to five hundred feote Althouph
fho hills oro no% high, they arc ofton stcoep, Othor formas of
oultivation inelude oll-paim plantations, in grownd simllar wo
thaot sultoble for rubber;

(o) flat nlluvial arcas noor rivers, river mouths, or stroams wsod
for the cultivation of rice (paddy f40lds) ond for tdns~drodoing.

%o  Junglo consilste of heavy grovon SONG Porty foot Wloh, Undorpgrovih
sonelbts moinly of vincs and 315 ofton yoery vot, Some narrov troeks usad
by junglo trlbes oxiate Unless Thoy aro in congtant uee, thoy Qo poon
grovm. over, and Thaoy rarely lead in o usciul dircetione. Once Junglo

ia elearcd ond the sunlight can ponetrate To The ground, o hoavy
socondary growith occurs .~ Known as ipilulcar'e This oxlete at tho 8ldo
of all roads through junglee This crovth 18 cven morc difficult to

penetrato thon virgin Jjunglce
Le Rubber plantations consist generally of =

(a) young rubbor up to a fow foct hich, vhich 18 not an obstaclo o
vision pr to movement on foot;

(b) halfwgrown rubbor about six foot hifhe Tho ground botwoen tho
trcos ia usually covox:pd. wvith vincs, end vision is rogtrictod o

a fow yords;

(¢) fully~-grovn rubbor sbout twenty feot highe Tho trunks OPC eloar
to obout twelve foct, and the crovnd Le kopt elear of all
cultivation. owing to the anduvlating nature of tho countery ond
booouso of changes in dircction of rows of troos, vision e
rogtrictod to chout 300 yards;

(a) oil~paln plantotions, which are simdlar to rubbors bul, Wheroas
fully-grovm rubber givos olme st cormplote eoveor from oly
obsorvation, oil polms do not;

(¢) cocoanut~poln plontotions neor tho contite Tholr milltary
charactoristice 0OrC sirilor to rubbor, but they do not givoe as
rmeh proteetion Lron oir a‘ba;wm'_’ciom
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Roads

5« Main roads are surfaced with tarmace. Side roads into plantatioms
arcas and into actual plantations are made of gravele. ITn MALAYA roads
have a grass strip on either sidce. In undulating country they have
cuttings or ombankments at the side for a large part of their longth,
In flat wet country they have a drainage ditch about six feet deep on
both sldes. These ditches are crossed by foot bridges or 1ight-veh
bridges, which arc often inadequatc for loaded military vehicles.

VOIrs

6« Rivers in mountainous céuntry are fast~flowing streams. In lower
country sultable for rubber, they arc usually suitable for navigation
by small craft., Near the sea they arc flanked by mangroves, and higher
upstream the banks arc covered with donse undergrowth,.

Climate

7¢ The climote is hot and very humid, and rcmains morc or loss tho
same threughout the ycare In most arcas rain-storms oceur almost
dally and last only for short poriodss. The ground is always damp. Dust
is almest unmknowne MNights arc very little cooler than the dayse The
sun is net strong, Sunburn rcosults only from continuous oxposure to
the sun's rays. |

Tgotical considerations

8¢ In rubber or jungle, contours mean very littlc because it is |
not possible te sce the shapec of any featurc so as to identify it on

the mepe

9¢ Infermation of onomy movement is difficult to ebtain, In fully-grown
rubber, dotachments the size of coys can pass within about 500 yds of
one another without disclosing their presenco, |

10 Intorcomm is wory difficult, Vireless is rostricted in range unless
spoclial sorials are fitteds Runners aro liable to get loste Telophone
wire 1s liablo to bo cut by onomy patrols who may wait to ambush lines-
mon when they move out to repair breaks. .

1le In rubber, inf move in dispersed formation atmilar to that
adopted during an advance to an objective by inf in a night attack,
Dispersien is limited by the distance ono can sce,

12, In jungle, troops can move only by cutting their way through' the
undorgrewth with "parangs"(a hoavy Malayan hacking knife about 2'@8"
long with a short wooden handle), They usually move in a number of
colns, and deploy onto a wider nt before cmorging from jungle,.
Spoed eof mevemont is limited to about 1000 yds an hrs |
-y
a

13, AFVs are practically confinéd to roadse. Carricrs and very
tanks can negetiate paddy~ficlds, oxcept when thoy have been flo
recontly. Banks between fields slow up movement of tracked vehicles.
Carriers can meve through rubber, but thoy must move slowly; their
visien is very restrictod and they are liable to be ambuuhea. The
should always move by bounds covered by the fire of stationary vehs

in reare

14, 8Small protective dctachments which do not remain within view of
the main body are almost certain to loec téuch, Communication with
patrols until thoy roturn is difficultes Runnors, unless thoy move by
a woll-marked routc, aro liable to get lost.

15« Even well-trained troops arc liablo to ovor-cstimate tho distance

they have movede In rubbor or jungle, distance must bo measured by
tape or telephone wirec, It is oaaontinl to use a compass to maintain
direction. Arrangoments for gulding or navigation are as necessarv as

in night operations
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16 Objectives arec difficult %o describe and locates Those which
can be recogniscd both on the map and on the ground are of morc
tactical importance than high groundes

17. Owing to the casc with which small partics can move without
being detected, allwround protection of 2ll HQs, rcar cechelons, ctc.
is cssential.

18, It is difficult to handle effectively more than a tp of mwx artiys
To sceure obscrvation the OPO must be with the most fwd det=-pl or coys
Tt is often nccessary to determine the rolative position of the pivoT
gun and OPO by traverse before it is safe to fire, or beforc the COPO
would have any chance of sceing tho fall of shote

20, Movement for any distance and maintcenonce must take  placo along
roads. Movement across country, cxccpt on foot, 1s Improagticables

: : ekakeele ) ) EREEIY S W
21, MT must move from harbour to harbour. Harbours can: upnoddy bo
found in rubber plantations which havo second=class tracks threouih
theme The normal capacity waries from fifty-to a fow hundred vehiclkes.
Tpracks rarcly provide turning circuits. Vehlcles must move off tracks
and should be left facing so they can move atraight out of harbour.
An adv party to reeconnoitre new hiirbours should move forward well beforc

transport, and may have to give extensive supervisiecn to parking vehso

Tmprovement of entracc ond exit, and r,é;;pair of tracks are often
requlred, and a party with tools should accompany the 12eeeo partye Inf
pnr pls should be trained in this worke v gedod

22, It has been found to Do degiroble to restrict. the number of
vehicles in forward arcas, A bn Moy ho accompoanicd only by pl trucks

on o restricted basis and a fow cssontial vehiclese B eoﬁ may stay

20 mil.es, OP ‘even morc, in reals 1 gome casces, an intermediate
ccholon corrying essontial stores guch as amn may be roquired, Control
of MT movement is difficult, Motor cycles are required for this purposce.
Normally . teansport should not move forvard untlil a sultable harbour

hos beon located and reconnoitred, but, 1f harbours do not oxiet,
cssential vehicles with forward troops park on tho gido of the roads I
narbours are known to oxist, it can ‘be"arranged that transport moves at
o stated time, which will allow.for rccce of thc now ‘harbdur, and
continues to move forward until mét by pguidess

23, When advancing by road,. an. advance guard 1s m#mm It should
be provided with the means of X/Tk defonce = two A Tk guns = a rd
»lock such as on old lorry filled with stone, or minos and WirQe .

. The main bﬁdy _moiros] in nolﬁﬁxﬁ;,"éiéimrsaﬁ in dep'bh; with essenticl

P

pl ete wvehielese Othor trmsport"ramamsin harbour until requiroed.

2li, The humid climate deduccs the limi].t of human onduyranccs Troops
muat move as light as possibles It ds tho usual practicc to carry
anti-gas gear in pl trucks with packss : . |

25, The value o':f:' a Bron Js less tha':ni_:in open country., Tho Tomny -z;mzi
nas sufficlont rango for most purposes. Mortars arc very ueofule
Arty is hard to omploye |

o6. wWhen covor from alr is good, much rreator concentraiulon (ond
therefore bottar control) is feasiblee The location of troops has beon
indicated to tho alx force by the smoke of cocking Tlrog, hlch stays

sust above tho tops of tho trecss.
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27. Troops halting in jungle form a closc perimeter cCaMbe Protcction

is 14mited to defence of the actual perimeter which has to be clcarcd
before dark. An area round the camp should be searched and patrols left =
a short distance out until the ¢ is occupiecd, so as to ensure that

the enemy will not know wherc the det is lying up for the night.

28, Deflence is mainly a question of holding by all-round defencc
important arcas on or near the linc of commnication and dealing with
infiltration by countecr=attacks Tho rctention of very large XPescrves
is of first importances It is important for troops to understand that
they must not rectirc cven olthourh they oppear to have been surroundede
Intercomn between defended arcas nay be spasmodic, as it often is in
other theatres wherc morc mobllc fighting is pos gibles

29, The Jap ls using nen 1ichtly clad'®  1In WRILTE sincglet, shorts,
gandshoes, ond corrying only rea=rifle, 4O rounds of SAL and iron
rations, for infiliraticn. UL & doecinion ecamiot boe repehed with this
olass of attack alonce Ll fcin O0DJCST Cull he' rehicved only by
formed bodies of troops opcrating on & dorinitc pluiie It is wisc to
avoid a natural tendency to turn the army into a swarm of patrols.

SECRET
7 _AUST DIV APPX C

(Issued in conjunction with "Notes on Junglo Warfare" )
RXTRACTS FROM A PERSONAL LEITER WRITTEN ON 30 DEC Ll, BY A BDEMAJ,

8 AUST. DIV (AFTER CPERATIONS STARTED -\

e g vie ‘are ot the moment fortifying curselyves, using ovr now
nofence Pl for the purposce It 1s a good institution and has
roviwvifiod Bde HQe Ve have now adopicd in bthis 1o a system of adv
HQ and rear HQ. cach of vihich 48 a sclfwcontoined undt complote with
office, slgs and kitchen and adm departnentsa. o thereby avold having
o echelons, ands within limdto, oach IHQ 1c able to do the Job of
the otheres The other Bde has Lis whole 1ig in tho ono arca, which
asoems a fallacy to mee _

2o The most intercsting part of hostilitiocs horcs, to me, 1s

that after doing all sorts of fancy sungle tng, we are now rewverting
to the old systcm tought in fustralia, moving well dlspersod and
disposcd in depth, and ready to meet any movement to a flankg Our
follows are well used to moving dispersed and moving fast, and should
be able to counter the Jap, I thinke

3, The Jap moves very 1ight - singlot, shorts, sand~shoes, pea rifie,

4O rounds SAA, cmergency rations, no pack, no anti-gas cguipment, W§
must therefore nake oursclves morc mobile and cut out a lot of our Stuff,
oven toking the riek of discarding all antl-gas gears WO must also defend
by attacking. I think the only way s to have maall feeling parties

out in fromt with a mobilc rescrve able to punch hard as soon as tho
cnemy is found approaching in forccCs The fecelins parties must not

shoat until they see thelr oncily clearly and discern his intentions T
foel that mortaxrs arc very uacfule

Lo Onc thing has surpriscd neople = the Jap can o nearly anywhere
~nd moves very faste We must therefore do likewlscCe

Lol v

W
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