AWMS2
2nd Australian Imperial Force and

Commonwealth Military Forces unit war
diaries, 1939-45 War

ltem number: 8/3/27

2/27 Infantry Battalion
December 1942

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT022121



W, He. Unit

Place

............

Date

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

B B R

Hour

(Erase heading not required).

Date and Time.—FromQ600 hrs 1 Dec To .. 0600 hrs 2 Dec L2

Summary of Events and Information

Fo

Army Form C. 2118
MfFl 3 L,/

e

Remarks and references lo |
Appendices, Diaries, &ec.

GONA

| 1 Dec 42 |

0600

'Our tps along whole front charged fwd with fixed bayonets, wheﬂl

start signal RED over GREEN glVels

“Fierceenemy—fire—encountereds
Advance on RIGHT flank held upe

ARTY and MORTAR SICKE screen laid to cover advances

Bn HO moved ITWC S wds sbreas A Lankk wanere o 1 hﬂut

fee. Phafr 2L |

hfecfeek

S Lier ] Pl
to 4O yds of ground gainedjy Lieut Twist and protective
Sgnmﬁttadynn RIGET flank also held ups Our casualtlies heavye

C0 wounded.
Posn on LEFT fla::ﬂf._HOT IE:nuwn.

L1
L
i

a -
o i =~ 1 ¥ v - 8 -
W [ | e =
| FI. w -

Runners sent to try to contacte.

06lL5

£ that his Bn had NOT moved fwd as our LEFT

flank had NOT moved. Rumner sent to checke

0700

Rumner returned with information that Capt O'Neill and part of

his Coy and part of DON Coy 2/27 Bn had moved into and GIrougil
villagser. Much firing still heard in village aga. Ene

=1 S
D ~Va
-

urgentlﬁr

.q.. .

Sl o re 4« _E_: TIOLE
parties. Amn
= tie = ] T

aR= -

ired by all Coys.

= e e

requ
[ |

0730

with Lieut Warburton who confirmed

Wireless comm established [
that Capt O0'Neill and part of his Coy had moved into village
and algg 16 P1 2/27 Bn under Lieut Inglis, 17 P1 had been |
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and still was pinned down in burnt Kuni grass—mri.
'of the village. The balance of DCON Coy still remained on fwd
|I | -, L - ' ] i
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Army Form C. 2118
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (odiped)
(Erase heading not required). {.- ll
" oo Unit.__ 2/27 Aust Inf Bn Date and Time.—From 0600 hrs 1 Dec T, 0600 hrs 2 Dec 42 (Sheet 2)
Place Date [Hour Summary of Events and Information Remarks and references to

Appendices, Diaries, &c.

GONA 1l Dec 42 0900 ' Maj Hearman 2/16 Bn assumes comd when CO 2/27 Bn evacuated.
“Bnemy snipers still actives 4
_ 1030 _Ares too small for ARTY to shoote. 4

' 10 mins 3" MOR bombardment of village area (90 rds) and 2"
MOR HE and SMCKE fired along cocoanut fringee.

1040 Maj Robinson 2/16 Bn and 15 OR attackell strong enemy post on
RIGHT flanke Objective gained., lMany casusa €S
1115 Enemy counter attacked; Maj Robinson wounded and forced to giyve
| up enemy poste
_1400 Our sfrengths reduced to dangerous minimum especially if

forced to resist enemy counter attack,
Strength Mz/ 27 Bn then present as

follows :- l£i:ﬂ‘“ﬂ '_?"m“»t'?:,

;ﬂ:m ﬂ AT T Hi

EIA 6 COR
WIA Col Cooper, Lieut Twist, 29 OR
Missing believed KIA Lieut Inglis 14 OR

d _Check of Jap dead revealed that in 75 yds ground gained along
| beach there were 50 Jap dead; also that enemy posts along the
. beach were all well dug in approx 5 yds apart.

Adjt 2/27 Bn returned Lo Bde and reported nature ol enemy
defences and strengths, and our shortages of men.
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( ( W
Army Form C. 2118
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY " (dersd) \
(Erase heading not required). 1. HI, |
H. 100M Unit. 2/27 st In® B Date and Time.—From Q600 hrs 1 Dec To 0600 hrs 2 Dec L2 (Sheet 3)
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and lnformation Remarks and references to

GONA

Appendices, Diaries, &ec.

1l Dec L2

1515

MORTARS both 2" and 3" continue harassing fire.

1615

| |
Burial party commences to bring in our dead.

Reports from wounded who had escaped from village proved that
attack on LEFT flank had failed mainly because of small number

1800

O men wno had reacned villagee.

?{m A M’uof.ad

Hot meal served to all pers

1900

Infm received that enemy expected to reinforce sometime during

the next three nightse.
Our tps formed up into close perimeter with posts covering

beach With I1Tre, oSyetem Ol warnings arranpgecds
CO decided to seek heavy air support for any future attacks on

el W Lad i W N

- — - S L, L

e B LIl U

DURING THIGw# Many flares dropped by our A/C along the coaste

NIGHT

A fire seen well out to sea.
Our MORTARS continued harassing fire.

Une Jap shot walking in our lines about 20 yds from Brm HOs

Icasualtias for the day,; .7

‘Cgsuslties $o date o iﬁllqtluf:l + 129 J-Rs.
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il 1 Unit _ill Is w . R‘EMDJ“L& Date and Time.—From_ €609 i D_i_i___‘ﬂ.Ta
___‘—_———_——_——Rm;mm—

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required).

0600 2 Jec 4

Army Form C. 2118
_jldlpind.} (

— el ———

Place | Date Hour Summary of Events and laformation Moweinitices. Dihrics dc
|
6 Mile Vﬂ;’fﬂf'
Ih,uﬂﬂﬁ_y / ’)EL 0790. L«) «La.fuww- 7“5 g
- 1200,
1460 Rouwle hieanch
/(3O
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H. 100n Unit_ 2/27 Mat. Int Bo

Place

Date

( (

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

Hour

(Erase heading not required).

Summary of Events and Information

Date and Time.—From©600 hrs 2 Dec To. . . 0600 hrs 3 Dec 42

Army Form C, 2118
[-_d)m'-d-"i (

Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &ec.

GONA

2 Dec L2

0600

Our A/C straffed enemy wrecke

03 30

1030

Very little riring rrom eneny pOSNSe

pdfecld .

3 i ¥ S

.,
Further gssault on strong enemy beach post planned; Attack to

from three 2" 1OR on enemy beach posns with supporting firﬁj

be preceded by fire for 10 mins from 2" JOR on village area angd

=

TTOM 5 BNl Onl_enclly posIls Ol tertof viitagey Our LG s would

?
also fire into trees along beach in order to counteract
] Lo be '

snipers; Atisel
20 men of 2/16 Bn with Lieut Warburton and a_Pl of 2/27 Bn
standing by ready to consolidate and if posgible exploit.

1210

- - L} i L ™
s 1= -r'"
e L5 "--. -' . . - | - - - o

éll wounded; One wounded Jap taken prisoner, many other Japs
olidated;

8):

1400

killed; posn cons
Lieut Pickering 2/27 Bn killed by Stray Shot

Capt Johnson 2/27 Bn reported to Bde to give an account of

resent situation. Ascertained that 21 Bde moving EAST
:EESEEAHANDRA with 2/14 Bn and 39 Bn and that the combined

1500

Il &a .
Col Caro 2/16 Bn reported to take comd and balance 2/16 Bn

'would arrive that evening, strength approx 70.
2/27 Bn reorganized as follows :-

| -

Ufie L. S DY undel OIMICL v agp B, o z — OMmMp LS

L Pls embodying balance of original rifle Coy pers and 20
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Remainder of Bn comprised Bn HQ, Sig and lMor pers.
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Army Fom C.2118
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY b Ja

e, —n o

Y ]
(Erase heading not required). )
t 2
AP 2 Dec To 0600 hrs 3 Dec L2 (Shee
H. 100M ' B ANy B Date and Time.—From 0600 hrs ¢ Dec 12
~ Unit __2/27 Aust ——
Pl Date Hour Summary of Events and Information Appendices, Diaries, &e.
ace a .
2 Dec 42| 1700 Composite Bn reformed into close perimeter for the n:n.ghtt
eEa l Further dead locaced and ’
pers sscertained.
KT 3

2 —FientTiekerIne
Total casualties to date 1 offrs 14l OR

———— =
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Place ‘

H. 100M Unﬂ "'L 1! 'L) '3 M

Date

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

our

Rf-th’\.m_b'f-fw-" Date and Time.—From__ Q400 2 m.D e ¢ UxTo . . nioe

‘ ‘ Remarks and references to

(Erase heading not required),

£ P{.{_ ]

Summary of Events and Iaformation

Army Form C.2118
(adapted,)’

-

[
i
i

Appendices, Dianes, &c.

__Q Male Vg ”eAf

orEsay 2 Dece,| 8900 Rewle mMmanch
- 12070 :
) 400 f'\)uﬂ?m' AN L ? .
/630
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

4. oo Uag  2/27 Mast IR B =~

Place Date -, Hour

(Erase heading not required).
Date and Time.—From_0600 hrs 3 Dec To.0600 hrs 4 Dec 42

Summary of Events and lnformation

A\

\
Army Foug C.2'18
}'pdlp@d,) '

Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &c.

GONA % Dec 412 | 0600

 Partisl change over to 2/16 Bn. Lt Col Caro in comd.

Capt Johnson, Capt Katekar and RSM (WO1 H A Lyndon) return
. to B Beh for rest.

2/2 - NLF shtds]e

G‘hﬂngﬂ OVETs

RAP staff return to B Ech.
Lull in fighting.

0900

_Besufipghters strafe HULK offshore, also SAITANTANDA-GONNA tracke

1115

Mortar shoot carried out on enemy area to try and discover

1315

posne and movemente, NO results V1Sible.
- S at target in enemy area. Bombs

fell all mund. and shattered old car. While shoot was in
progress CAMERCN (3 Bn) fired diversionary shots %o bring

Jap heads Upe ILhe TOSE Was BUCCeSBSIULl Tkl dgps Kept LITINg
at us ®@ven whilst the bombs were bursting so closee. IO

—pegulis—ef imporianseVisibliow

p Tan Morrison, War Correspondent for the London Times, and

M
Mr George Silk iDepr of Information) visited Comd Post o
review the front line situatione Infm as to our successes

~Was supplied by Col Caro; arsu—tire—pcrsrof—mn'—fmws—as—f&r
as was possible. Mr Silk requires photos of heaped Japanese

== L = = - Ty S ) mf = = [ L]

:’;: W - - - -l:-—‘ B = o= = -

this when NA fell,
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"It is repaérted that WAIROPE Japs are being evacuated at night
by boat from AMBOGA RiWer, approx 2 miles WEST of GONA.
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required).

Date and Time.—me-OSm_hI'E 3 Dec To. 0600 hrs 4 Dec L2 (ShEEt 2)

oI e Bt i e s i S E S R R

Army Form C. 2118
(adapted,) | |

Remarks and references to

Place Date Hour Summary of Events and laformation Appendices, Diaries, &.
__GONA 3 Dec 42 1515 3 Bn firing a belt of MNG amn on eneiy tree tups.tn quieten
sniperss. | p
The rest of the aflernoon was faif%g qg%?t,'ﬁ%?hu?gﬁna:aharp I( 3
e oS KED (O Ny —eneiy—movesn —ae S . e Q!LM
_1115_____;Hni_iﬂa;hrnughi_fn:ﬂﬂrﬂ_irnm.E Eche
1915 ree of our tps killed earlier in the
fighting; their remains now in a reasonably safe area for
evacuating under cover of darknesse
| 2030 " Pighting patrols under Lieut Haddy and S8jt Roach sent out to
) Tocate if possible and destroy enemy pOStSe .
Sjt Roach's patrol contacted post covering beach and palms
1 1 = 8D.lCG & il 2 U =I=4'A= - = : » O Gioe wjwm F— -
| gigag:mﬂnﬁ'with enemy he considers listening post on RICGHT
} o casualties to our patrol,
} 200 Lieut Haddy attacked one post which Was unoccupied; went on

to another, attacked again with gren. Squeals from Japs toOld

of success. Patrol then returned, with no casualties.

Lights and flares were seen out to sea all through the nighte

il
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| [
Amy Fod /G BIA
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (apig)) ¢
(Erase heading not required).
K. 1004 Umfi,_’—) B M. R“eqf' d‘{/ §  Date and Time.—From._ 6600 J‘Of‘f' ...... b2 7o, O o <4 7 A & WL’
Place ‘ Date _ Hour | Summary of Events and loformation Remarks and references to

Appendices, Diaries, &ec.

b el Vaﬂbf
W&? 3 e | 0900
/630 | _ oL aﬁag_/wie Ao
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WAR

DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required),

Army Form (.2118
 (adupted,)

. toou Unit._2/27 Aust Inf Bn .. . Date and Time.—From_0600 hrs L Dec T, 0600 hrs 5 Dec 42
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and laformation R;:;Edi::i rﬁf::gfi;“
GONA l} Dec L 0700 Hot biscuits and milk brought fwd from B Eche This is a
' favourite breakfast among the tps, Dut OWiNg O NEapre.
supplies of milk and sugar was not possible every morninge
0730 Several Jap diaries recovered from Jap dead under cover of Pﬂ 2
| : darkness sent back Lo Bde ifor translatinge Une appears GO e q—’#ﬁ"éui :
| be originally Dutch, probably procured from a previous war
| Theatres -
Lull in fighting.
1200 MOR fire on beach posns for harassing pUrposSes.
13545 Fifteen 3" MOR bombs on fresh target near red hut. Several
‘ - direct hitse
L1340 Infm received from HQ 25 Aust Inf Bde (in response to our
| request for dropping of surrender pamphlets over GONA) that
'. pamphlets are going to be dropped there TODAY and that HULK
E at Sea 16 also poing Lo be bombed &t approX iHe
| These Air ops did not take places IO reason given.
. 1400 This force, 2/16 Bn and 2/27 Bn, under comd Col Caro reverting
to comd 21 Bde at 1500 hrs.
1500 Coconut party brought in nuts for fwd tps. g7
7
1730 ARTY endeavour to ghell HULK., No hitse.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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n. 1o0m Uil 2/27 Aust. . Inf. Bn... ..

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required).

Date and Time.—FromQ600 hrs L Dec  To 0600 hrs 5 Dec L2 (Shewt 2)

Army Form (. 2118/
(sc'apted,)

Remarks and references lo

Place Date Hour Summary of Events and lnformation Ropeadiies: Distios. b,
GONA i Dec L2 1730 ' Hot tea for all tps. Hot meals at night usually consisted
B = allll DU T oeeL o Wiy = AT~ = 9 "L~ e =gmyw -5
1745 MOR shoot carried out on various enemy targets in an effort
| to blast posns. Twenty rds fired.
18 30 Similiar shoot as at 1745, INo results visible.
One mortarman killed by sniper - probably aiming at Wortar and
smoke. Mortar posn now barricaded with sandbags.
2100 Fighting patrol under Lieut Warburton struck opposition after
Throwing a few gren and had GO0 recurle NO casualtlicBe
21,00 Pighting patrol under Lieut Inkpen (6 OR) met with no success,

SDec k2 | 0300

too mich fire from ILNG's.
tince trol of 6 men under Lieut White worked around

Jea plase 3

enemy's RIGHT flank, threw gren and obviously surprised him,

—Lieut White considers ne )
had 6 more men. ZHEHstimates 3 or L Japs killed,

as Jap commenced firing and gren throwing in opposite directicn. q#a,ol«_a( ;
could nave capuured post i e had—

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Army Form €. 2118 |

A WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY gy
(Erase heading not required).
H. 100 ¢ Unit -@ll_n_ﬁm M"-M‘“‘E‘ Date and Time.—From 8000 & &F—’QELTG_M S 'QQ’C* “or
Pl ‘ Date Hour Summaty of Events and l[oformation R;r;;;ﬁad;t;l Sii:::i::i;ﬂ
acc | ll |
tamds :/mz&(,y,L . \. |
WUQ»} bec. | 9300 : /\) Mf?m jﬁ%@gﬂr ;

Loy Iﬂ&.a_;&amm_d‘mj pots AL w_po‘dxi

_AAA 0. L.__ﬂu;»drwmm&b .
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

Amy Form'C. 211P

(adegicst,)
(Erase heading not required),
" toon Unit..2/27 Aust Inf Bn Date and Time.—From. 0600 hrs 5 Dec Jg 06006 hrs 6 Dec 42
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and laformation R.;?;ii:li:z:l, H{::i::;cz;n
GONA 5 Dec 42 | 0730 3" MOR shoot carried out on red hut and old car. Direct hits
on poth—targetss
Intermittent 2" and $" MOR shoots on small scale until 1200 h.’l"ﬂ.
1000 Capt Johnson relieved Cgpt Sims who returned to B Ech for a f’(‘_,,_.. 3 Et”g
| reste '- _ Vi ®
| 1260 CHAFORCE relieve 2/1L Bn EAST of creek ref BUNA ngviainnal)
| 1" to0 1 mile 175286.
| 2/1l, Bn now in reserve.
1300-1500 | Slow 2" MOR fire on enemy posns for harassing purposes.
1530 '3" MOR shoot on red hute o results visibles
| There was very little movement in eneny lines all day.
| 1640 Brig Dougherty arrives and lays out plan for concerted
attack on Jap posns tomorrow norninge
1830 MMG opens up on lsunch containing approx 16 men (presumably Japs)
about two miles offshore from GONA, Distance precluded observation of
| shoot, but launch (or barge) hestily retreated WEST and shorewards.
| .
1840 3" MOR opens up harassing fire on village.
| Hot tea brought forward for all tpse.
| 2100 __Patrol from 2/27 Bn under Sjt Roach entered village, threw
| ' a few gren but observed no movemente
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2 Army Form {; 21 l?
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (adoprds) 1,
3 (Erase heading not required).
. 1004 Ut o 'L/ ) ﬁ""’h_ /Fitaf!—- P-f,yﬁujd Date and Time.—From M f.‘QM YT, OCGow G Ace w2
Place ‘ Date How | Summary of Events and Information e b

Appendices, Diares, &ec.

b ke L/Lf’.,%. |
y " Ser. | 0900 .| JRamge pnacdiv - 3 ren Y saca
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h. oo Unit_2/27 st Inf Bn . .

Place

Date

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

Hour

(Erase heading not required),

Summary of Events and laformation

Army Form C. 2178
(adwyred,)

Remarks and references lo
Appendices, Diaries, &c.

GOIA

6 Dec L2

OL30

Stand to for attacke.

Plan for attack

Lieut White's P1 to tagke first post along beach and consolidate.

Lieut Warburton then to take second post and consolidate.
At the same time 39 Bn to attack SOUTH of village.

lgl\w 3

AIl objectives GO be gained at all COSUBe
MOR suppo rte

0530

Zero houre Attack commences with 6o rds 3" MOR on villages

Tieut Whitels Pl adv to within 10 yds of objective, GThrew in
gren and oPenad.up with Tﬂmmy gunse He then took one Sec

tegs hiile being dragged
tﬂ ﬂafaty'he was mﬂrtally wounded anﬂﬂhad tn be lefts At

= -r“h_ - al = a'ls al= ™)

'but haavy TG fire and Enipera pravented'his doing 50
Smoke bombs were used to try and recover Lieut White's body

without successe.
Tps were then withdrawn to original posns after an attack lasti

ng one

hour.
On SO’TH ﬂf'vlllage 39 Bn adv 50 yﬂﬁ 1nto kunl graﬂa and are

akat=fa - L . == - e = = —~ - L= 'bﬂ"
i

ratira ﬂwing to danger fram.thairlﬂwn;Mnrtars.
Casualties 2/27 Bn 3 WIA

2/16 Bn 1 Offr believed KIA 5 CR WIA
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Army Form C, 2118
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (sdapred )
(Erase heading not required),
H. veou Unit___2/27 Aust Inf Bn Date and Time.—From_ 0600 hrs 6 Dec UZo 0600 hrs 7 Dec L2
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and laformation Reaiarks and refereuces to

Appendices, Diaries, &c.

GOITA 6 Dec 42 = 0830 | Hot breakfast flor all tps.
. 0930 OP reports signalling light on HUIK sig to GONA, There seems
| . to be some doubt as to observed light being signal.
0950 __Engr Offr arrives %o discuss plans for blasting Jap posts on
beach.
1000 [ sides but e on posn

from where signalling was reported.

1030 | Seven 2/27 Bn sigs move to CHAFORCE. /Lm 3

i 2/16 Bn casualties to date 90, 13 KIA 77 WIA or evac sicl,

1200 2" HOR shoot on nearest Jap beach post, Bonmbs fell gll
round target but no results visible.

333;] 2N enenn DIADE : ® B D 8 2r0 pasged overhead
travelling 8W. Later reported bombed POPDIJDET‘IA but no
damage wWas caused. All bombs fell in Jjungle,

1500 Jap Mountain Gun arrived at HQ 21 Aust Inf Bde for use
—Egginst eneny in tiiisarc=:. |

1545 2" MOR shoot on villages
1600 P_amum:clcing_amjs_e_amm_d Jap barge opposite Cemetlery. Object

| to refloat, mount Jap B gun and move up closer to Jap
a | . posns Lo use on strong three posts,
Lull iIn Tighting.

1806 _Hoit tea for gll ins. Loy
| 9
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required),

Army Form C. 2118
(adaptd,) |

. 100u Unit.__2/27 Aust Inf Bn Date and Time.—From_ 9600 hrs 6 Dec T, 0600 hrs 7 Dec 42 (Sheet 2)
Place Date Has Sammary of Eveats and [aboeintion e D ke
GOITA 6 Dec L2 1820 Bight v/i A/C :f.".l.:,f in from sea, and veer round inland in SE
direction (radial engine 'tyjpas. |
During the night small patrols were sent out to locgte if
possible and destroy enemy postse. Little success resulted
from these patrols owing to intense darkness and raine.
|
.I f f
e St el e Bt i Sttt o el Tl B T S
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| 7
f

r ey Fosua S08 710 1

4 WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY e (edapkd)

(Erase heading not required).

H. 100M Unit __o2 3_-1_ ........................................

Remarks and references lo |

] D t Hﬂur Summtty' ﬂ'{' E"Eﬂu Iﬂd 1I:Ifﬂlmiti.nn hppﬂndiccsl Diﬂ.“ﬂﬁ. &,
Place ate .

b wils Uhll ., F ._ e
M%_ ¢l L. jov0 . C-LM/;{_,-L ﬁmad_g mem LJL.Q\.LQL.{) : 3¢ %

Q#ﬂa‘lv M!{n(

 Juod 26 A Arasnel /oét%‘u( aelictheons -
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| . oo Uit 227 kust Ane. PO~ =~ |

Place i Date

" WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

Hour

(Erase heading not required).

i

0600 hrs 8 Dec L2

Summary of Events and Information

Amoy Fortd € 2116
(sdopid)

Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &c.

| GONA 7 Dec L2 |

0800

Bl7 dropped & hy bombs but only scored near misSses,

0830

Snipers placed in posn this area and close watch kept for

signs of enemy movements

Last night heavy rain fell and filled all slit trenches

and dugouts with water, However, we are able to move round
(under cover of trees and kuni grass, but Jap must be

/ﬂmam

Uncomlortable as he .18 Oout 1in the open 1nm Moy plisces and
probebly waist deep in water all day).

1200

il —in—fightinsdurins HoPRing.
Dogfight - 1 Zero crashed into sea several miles out, amid

1315

loud cheers from our TDS.

18 enemy bombers escorted by 20 fighters come in from sea,

and move down coast towards BUNA., Bombs appeared to be
jettisoned into sea as our fighters split the formation. One

bomber shot down for certain, probavly tnree fighrterss
Eight Wirraways divebomb enemy posns GUNA villages 39 Bn

were to have attacked after bombing, but comd considered 1T
wae not heavy nor effective enoughe Attack posiponed.

Intermittent firins heard in direction WEST of GONA , probably

2/1, Bn patrol in contact with Japs from AMBOGA River.
Otherwise quiet afternoon, except for slight activity by our

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

SNipers.

QP a0 = a7 in old ar: DOSSIDlY endeavo ol 3y Obseil
our movement and intehtions. Enemy at this stage appears ver

nervouss Ten 3% IOR bombs sent over and although several
anded close no Japs were observed to leave .

[

_ ;L,
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Army Form C. 2118
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (adapied,y |
(Erase heading not required). :
H. too Unit._2/27 Aust Inf Bn Date and Time.—From. 0600 hrs 7 Dec To 0600 hrs 8 Dec L2 (Sheet 2)
. Remarks and references to
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Iaformation Appendices, Diaries, &c.
GOIA |7 Dec L2 | 1830 Sudden long bursts from 39 Bn and Capt Madigan's tps on Jap

movt—inmvitiapges

__Small patrols sent out during night, but little infm or

success was gainede

—

]
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Army Form C. 2118

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (dopied) |
(Erase heading not required), :
H. 100 Unit .. -L, l? &?A..__ RMM-Q: Date and Time. — From 000 ) M*EZ._TG __M_,_m

N

Remarks and references to
Pl ‘ Date Hour Summary of Events and Information Appendices, Diaries, &c.
ace !
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required).

|||||||||||||||||||||||

s - Uil 2/27 Muat Inf By =~ - Date and Time.—From_0600 hrs 8 Dec 4P, 0600 hrs 9 Dec 42

Place

Date

Heur

Summary of Events and lnformation

Army Foim C.2'18
(Wapied,)

Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &c.

8 Dec L2

GONA 0§00 Raft sighted well out to sea off GOINNA, No further infm
cbitgingble,
0700 Plans being formed for further attack on enemy.
1000 Capt Sims and Capt Katekar report to Maj Sublet who assumes
comd of combined units.
Lull in righting.
1030 Col Caro returned to Bde. Neu:' 3
| 1100 Four Lockheed Lightnings bomb indistinguishable target beyond ‘MJ\L&L
HULK, possibly raft sighted at 0600,
1230 Plan of attack under laj Sublet
ARTY barrage of 250 rds will be followed by 39 Bn attack
in 3 phases. At the end of third phase their line should
extend across villaege running from EAST to WEST,. If this
eventuates 2/16 Bn and 2/27 Bn will stage attacks on enemy
| beach posts. During 39 bBn atfﬁck—zfmwfﬁ—hﬁjiﬁ
| keep up heavy SAA fire and MOR barrage so that enemy will
|
1230 | ARTY barrage CONMMENCEOa
1245 VICKERS from Capt Madigan's posns give covering fire for
i Tiret phase or 30 Bn atvuacke
1345 One Sec of 39 Bn adv scross open ground by res hut, but are
forced to go to ground.
1420 2/16 Bn and 2/27 Bn with two Coys attack beach posts strongly,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

drove enemy from under first big tree, but ran out of TG amn
and gren and were forced to withdraw,

RCDIGT1022121



WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE

(Erase heading not required).

SUMMARY

Army Form lf;.'ZIIB:-
(adapted,) /

—

iy Unit. 2/27. Aot Inf Bn. .. .. Date and Time.—From_0600 hrs 8 Dec To 0600 hrs 9 Dec 42 (Sheet 2)
- Remarks and references lo
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information Appendices, Diaries, &c.
GONA '8 Dec 42 | 1420 | More gren were sent up later in case of further attempt.
Capt gﬁhnsﬂn and Lieut Hewitt among those wounded.
1y 3" MOR score direct hits on enemy under tree beach posts.
_1L50 _Sec of 3 Bn in open ground by red hut withdrawn under cover
| | of smokes
| 1500 25 CHAWORCE brought in to assist and take up posns in the event
of dap counter attack.
_ 16_0_0 Amn. Ao novec AL 3rgs alc '
.39 Bn have made slight adv towards village and are consolidatipg
pround gained in preparation for further attacke They have
| captured 2 INMG's and one MMG.
1800 Inll in fighting; attacks postponed; consolidating ground
| gained. :
Hot tea brought fwd fto all tps with the exception of extreme .
Twd Tew
. 2300 | t r L/T from fwd beach post that approx 30 Japs are
| moving sbout in an attempt to break through our lines and escape.
| All tps in area stand to and are ready for any Jap who comes onge
Tor tWo Or Chrec hours everyone was very occupied SNooOLiNng Jape
as they attemp¥ed escape. Several tried to break through BnH

' In the m&rning ithwas reckoned that some of the enemy m%ﬁt
e i _ t111 Tvi te hiad o

| kuni grass.
Finding difficulty in passing our beach posts a number broke

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

|ﬁba¢k and made SCUTI tprough 39 Bn Jlines, Little 1T any Jap
firgng was heard after 0200 9 Dec L2,

fe A
it
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required),

Armmy Form C. 7118
(adapted,)”

. 1oon Unit__2/27 &ust Inf Bn Date and Time.—From_ 0600 hrs 8 Dec T, 0600 hrs 9 Dec L2 (Sheet 3)
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Laformation ot et i
GONA 8 Dec 42 | DURING THE Only a percentage of enemy were armed (perhaps L40%) although
“NIGHT all dea S

—

first light Ecnured kuni grass and likely hiding places,

rush past our Etrﬂngpﬂstﬂ.
parts of our defence area.

o attempted to

Hany others found dead in various
It is estimated that over 100

Japs were killed during the night. Inspection or IwWd Jap
posns and No Mans Land show evidence of our MOR and SAA fire,
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A WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

H. 1004 Unit Jﬂ- L _ﬁﬂ'\_ ﬂ

Place | Date Hour

(Erase heading not required).

i et .

Summary of Events and Infermation

Army Form C. 2118,
(adapted,) ' !

Remarks and relerences to
Appendices, Diaries, &c.

o oo Vot&,’;

/Vka/q_,q_ﬂ,7_ Tgbt & 900 -

/670

i STV )'L““"“‘“é
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Place Date

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

Heur

(Erase heading not required).
Date and Time.—From.0600_hrs 9 Dec To 0600 hrs 10 Dec L2

E

Summary of Events and Information

Army Feim C.{118
(:adapted,) |

Remarks and references lo
Appendices, Diaries, &c.

_ GONA 9 Dec 4

0800

2/27 Bn moved along beach posts mopping up and were followed

08 30

Dy balance of 2/27/ Bn Who consollidated DUSIL

Jap Bodies searched for useful documentary evidence and maps mpd

|8ome of the Japs were hosplial wounded and it is_certain thai:.

two sugar bags rull were sent back To Bde.

L= N ! ‘

i I - L] =
e L - -

18U AUl CLIUUR, - alit

poOS sily to BANAITAIIDA

all

See p‘g&i

atlacdeer

Final enemy resistance in beach posis OVercomes

This was from

one or Ltwo who were too badly wounded To esScapCe 2727 Bn
suffered 2 or 3 casualties (wounded)

1300

Ten Jap prisoners, mostly weak and wounded, were sent to Bde

1600

Japs at Tl

1700

"Iissing -

under escort, obviously amazed at our good Treatment.
Mr, Ian Morrison (who speaks Japanese) quagtiﬂnad one of '|.'-1"16

he RAF, W0 TErVeNntLY ©Xpressed nis hotred—ef—weads
wly cleaning up small pockets ol enemy resistance

and a few stragglers SW of villagee.
Our tps were kept busy burying dead and locating our own

Jap posts in whole area are a grim sighte The daad*ara piled,

many in advanced stages ol decaye S
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (sdupicd)

Army Form C. 2118 |

(Erase heading not required).

A i Unit...2/27 Aust Inf Bn Date and Time.—From 0600 hre 9 Dec T, 0600 hrs 10 Dec 42 (Sheet 2)
Place Date Hour Summuy of Events and laformation R;;l;;tz i::f. rDeif::iZ:fE;D
GONA 9 Dec 42 | 1700 rox 550 Japs were in GONA area on 1 Dec 42 according to PW
statement and 1t 18 eEtimated that 550 or more were—kEiiied—up-o-
9 D?ﬂ L2e

Mr. Georgse Silk (Dept of Informatdion) Mr. Ian Morrison (Londo

Times War Correspondent) and a Melbourne Herald COIrTrespONUEIIG
visited battle area and took extensive notes and photograplhs.

1800

2/16 Bn and 2/27 Bn took up beach defence posns for the

nighte
All quiet until 2350 when a few Jap stragglers attempted to

—

w i i [ -

< — c¥ald e 2Ly ¢
men lost their lives. Two 2/16 Bn and one 2/27 Bn.

L]
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Army Form C. 2118

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (adopied), |

(Erase heading not required).

- J..}_._ﬁ:n.- R’CWPJ&-& Date and Time.—From M
Remarks and references lo

Place ‘ Date Hour | Summary of Events and loformation Appendices, Dianies, &c.

T R R R R L R T

982 1, ggoo 10 Lec y) |

panadle 3¢ B bamd Loassol yén.

1< - G.0. Cs

| 1480 | Adsnpo JA%

| |~ /630
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Amy Faim C.Z118

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (ucepted,)
(Erase heading not required),
n. teon Unit_2/27 Aust Inf Bn = Date and Time.—From 0600 hrs 10 Dec To 0600 hrs 11 Dec L2
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and [aformation R;?;Ztl::: gﬁifztm
GONA 10 Dec 42/ 0600 R;tié*gamsatian of 2/16 and 2/27 Bns under one comd Maj Sublet
| & BNe
| 2/27 Bn
Bn HQ Capt Katekar, WO1 Lyndon, I Sec, RAP, RNP, Hygiene,
Qi staff
ana 7
| Warburton; Pl Comds 8jts Underwood, Roach and James;
| CaL WOl Smith
i Total strength 3-89

Tasks beach defence of area between two creeks approx 1000

yds (CHAFORCE on either side of creeks).
Salvage of enemy and our own aqpt

Jranised Dt 17 DAl " ' =Nz B O 1=

. ai=F=
i

1

== ™

Cleaning of area and establishment of hygiene conditiqns.

1530

Skight movt of Jap stragglers during night and g few shots fired.
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WAR

DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required).

Army Form C. 2118
(adapted,) .

Remarks and references to

Place | Date Hour Summary of Events and [eformation Appendices, Diaries, &c.
|
b anils Volley 4480 |
/v»w\.u-ﬁa_ _0god /Jog.fm- 7«3 .
v ' s Va0, . 4 ' qﬁi&(h ! Lo g
0? MM ﬂ ( 0,,9 JJW 1{ O/ 0 {A}

Aweliseded /ﬂa MJ.C/WL&’L_
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H. 100M

WAR

Unit_2/27 Aust Inf Bn.. ... . .

DIARY or INTELLIGENCE

(Erase heading not required),

SUMMARY

Army Form C.Z'18
(roapted,)

Remarks and references 1o

Place Date Hour Summary of Events and laformation Appendices, Diaries, &c.
GONA 11 Dec L4 0600 _2/27 Bn Cemetery map ref GONA locality 4" to 1 mile 167287 /?af !ua,f' Conn LOCARCITY
180 yds WEST of creek 30 yds from sea.
2/27 Bn Casualties up fo O Dec L2 Cﬂﬂ yrseol) &" 1 1 amile
Total Casugl Tot gl Evac s
KI 5 B 2 Tl 1 3& 3
5 ; > - M. K 4313
Mlissing believed KIA 0 2 - 2
WIA S—121
less retd fromhosp = 2 9 121 9 119
Missing meemlP N AR - 11 Aoy plaw
WIA remaining on duty » - 3 - -
Evac sick - 4_'_.(_&5) a#a__g“
less retd from hosp = _5 = 76 - 7 la‘ : *
Marched out to Chaforce - - l 210
2 1D = 3
1200 Recommendations for Awards submitted, but list not considered
complete until wounded infterrogated. 1Iwo persons recommended
for DCM and four for MM (immediate awards). Padre Begbie
1600 B BEch estgb in GONA village,
; 1615 'Maj Gen Vasey visits scene of ops,
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Army Form C. 2]18
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (sdapied,) -
¢ (Erase heading not required).
b Unit /2 4-_'1-» ‘X‘QM{Q‘}%(-‘ Date and Time.—From LoC0 V! ‘{Qf':ﬂ.-_.;_m__Tn ....... €eot 1A Lee y p 8
Place ‘ Date Hour | Summary of Events and [nformation Rﬂ;ﬁii::i rDei{::ii:f::;n
|
o ke Yo Mle i
/W(’;-«. H Q"" . | 0?0'0 - 1200 M«AL‘L -"M\.-L'L :

!

1100 - /60, WLQ{/”M ’éw‘f{

\ .
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Army Fora C. 7118
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY ey
(Erase heading not required),
Lﬂﬂﬁt memm.. o Date and Time.—From_ 0600 hrs 12 Dec To 06 Q0 hrs 13 Dec L2 |

g Ds | He Summay of Evens and Iaformu s Clevies

GONA 12 Dec 42| 0800 __Bn HQ Orderly Room set up in small shelter in coconut fringe
| of GONA beach. ref map GONA 4V to 1 mile
Very heavy rain last night drenching most tpse.

1,00 Comforts Fund issue 3 ozs tobacco, cig papers, 20 cigs, 2
cakes soap, 1l pair socks per mans

1415 _Padre Begbie and assictants constructed protective rail fence
around cemetery.

Huts repaired alongside cemetery and RAP established.
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required), -

Army Form C. 2118 !
(adapted,) |

: ‘ | Remarks and references to

Blica Date Hour Summary of Events and Iaformation Appendices, Diaries, &c.

b il Pﬁf@l*f |
/}umﬂv’_ i et 9ged 3%#@& - mimakore poamfa
1200,
[ L0V - ﬂs‘mg'ﬁﬂ.&ﬁﬁé‘;"(' Mhm /\.QA.#(__

| 1630.
| !
|

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGT022121



WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required).

Ll Unit.___2/27 Aust Inf Bn Date and Time.—From_0600 hrs 13 Dec T, 0600 hrs 14 Dec 42

Place

Date Hour

Summary of Events and Information

Army Fi-m C.2..8
(adapied,)

Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &c.

GOITA

13 Dec u£ 1000

. Memorisl Service conducted by Padre Beghbie at 2/27 Bn Cemetery

Diagram showing

_Mild

Tayout—ofgraves—ati—

| nwers cathere rOm ined Mission in GONA placed on

Pl aVvVEeS

| as mark of respect.

|
| RMO 2/16 Bn took several photographs of graves.

Liforts continued To launch Jap MLCe. ZFEngine fynctioning well,
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Army Form C. 2 !L‘B

y WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (ol g0 ) 1

(Erase heading not required),

Date and Time. —Frumﬁ‘PO_./i,a"ﬁ_Tﬂ 06X )4 &'C” - Al Nl

Remarks and references to

Summary of Events and [aformation Appendices, Dianes, &c.

Aand.
K‘('SM# goincallngl. s s a1 BN e 0 Nl
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1. 1o0m Unit 2023 Uon. 1Ksan.

Place

Date

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required),

S b ety T D D R B b it o i

Hour Summary of Events and Information

Med Date and Time. —me.-,m 14 Qee To Seo? L,[HQ‘CC R

Army Fmpi C.2118
(adsied, ) :

Remarks and references to |
Appendices, Diares, &c.

b dike Votle,.

14 Dec

9?00-16119_, M/dc? WMQ
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Army Form Q-_.‘illﬁ 'II
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (sdapted,)
(Erase heading not required),
. 1o Unit... 2/27 Aust . Inf Bn ... Date and Time.—From_0600 hrs 15 Dec To 0600 hrs 16 Dec L42
—*
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and laformation R‘::;:E::il:zf Hf::iﬂfg :ﬂ |
|
GONA 15 Dec 42 1000 ! RAP closes cemetery loc and reopens B Ech rear 1100 hrs.
|
| 1100 | Shorts and felt hats issued.
explains
1500 G_ap_t_ﬁlmsip -:i,.i_fwd defence plans formlated from 00 No, 1 00 and defensive
1 sketch att
| . Mild little rain Sce r{& 3
|

e e
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rmy Form C, 21
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY ey
(Erase heading not required),
o Unit o ﬂﬁg?_m@“‘-*’?mww Date and Time.—From (S00€ 7 S'_QLL UL T, O06CD (6 ‘OCE”_,L
Place ‘ Date Hour | Summary of Events and lnformation RE?;;&;;ZEE Hii::j:::z;n
bk Vﬂ«ﬂf-tj 7 émfﬁm_w( sado 3_..«497 5
Y ,  Leg
MM.JLR\‘? / | MYA_:,MQ_‘,, O _C, F}-»BCE?J__

Mo - ¢ v® '347.: .
}(4_/;._;., B Hff’j Cf’*‘? :

A

E?/Ii. /nt VA" ;J.g J:i ' - f(-l-.{ ol 2/ ¥ ’J .3

F
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Place

Date

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required),

H. 1o0M Unit 2/27 Mt InL. B . Date and Time.—From_ Q600 hrs 16 Dec To 0600 hrs 17 Dec 42

Hour

Summary of Events and laformation

Army Fo!.C. 218
(adapted.,)

Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &c.

GONA

16 Dec 42 0800

| Preparation of defensive posnse.

_Pever (dengue and malaria) fairly prevalent among our tps)

Mild

_Because of shortage of tps RO ordered NOT to evacuate pers

unless temperature exceeds 103.

izh temperatures accomodated in mative hut

| near beach and receiving excessive doses Of quinine in OPAET
to reduce temperatures.
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( (

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required).

. 1o0M Unit 323 ”ﬂ., :R %!:‘__D'!jﬂ![i Date and Time.—From M@m_'ﬂ: &6op fm?_mﬂu&‘ L
Place ‘ Date Hour Summary of Events and laformation

Army Forpx C. 2118
{'*'M-} |I |

Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &ec.

6MV¢.£&7

16KLec

Mmﬁ?

. 8900,

J100

/100 - 1220 ﬂwﬂajmafa

9 EM:D[MMJ 0. MMOLM

{400

e R Monhs Luncol Zoma nNa ceamdy - Lo

Mo’ﬂu /e M Fm‘a
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- rr
1 |
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY g (ﬁf&g'z”? j
(Erase heading not required).
H. 100m Unit 1) 13&. M-db Date and Time. -—*Fram__&m ’I&L To.. QCOO [ s’%"l‘ :
Place \ Date Hour Summary of Events and laformation R::;:hz::i ri)cif::,‘,il:g;ﬂ
b Mike Voo, ;
il
(00 7/\44;@@51 - P_G.L&_.
" llo i
_ 000
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required).

Army Form & 2118 '
(adapted,)

H. 100M Unit ... 2/27 Aust Inf Bn Date and Time.—FromQ600 hrs 17 Dec To. 0600 hrs 18 Dec L2
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and [aformation R;':;i&:ii IDGI*:::::::;“
GONA 17 Dec 42| 0900 . Planting of palms in Cemetery by Padre Beghbie and tps.

List of mames (received from Capt Mussared) of X list men now

in Moresby and wounded evacusted to Aust including -

-!hE-‘ CO.
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( /

Army Form C.2118. |

_ WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (s e,
| | (Erase heading not required).
H. 100M Unit &1 2> WR‘-@J\-&}M& Date and Time.—From &/

Place | Date Hour | Summary of Events and Information R;E;:EE:ZE Ei[::::tzchﬂ

| | |
o Yo Velley.

| 200

| 400 tw - Aanlruek

1630
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. 5o Unit. 2/27 Aust Inf Bn. Date and Time.—From_0600 hrs 18 Dec To 0600 hrs 19 Dec L2
Place | Date Hour Summary of Events and lnformation Remarke and refeeences. lo

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required),

Army Form . 2118/
(adapted,)

Appendices, Diaries, &c.

GONA 18 Dec L;25 0730 Meals are improving slowly, small issues of sausages, M & V,
118y © ] LILE a .
all and parcels will be fwded from Moresby as far as spsce
allowss
0930 Arms and amn inspection by Capt Sims. _ a0l g f/(n.qL
| 3.
1600 29 Bn capture village spprox 2 miles WEST cleaning up last

of enemy resistance in that area,.
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( (
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY M andl) B
(Erase heading not required).
B oo Unit % lj n-wo . , gm Date and Time.—From 0k o0 '_c[’Q'p'\’-‘Ta OGou? MQ(K.«, 2
Place ! Date | Hour | Summar y of Events and [aformation R;E;;EZ;:E. Ef:;i:fzcm
| |
GoNA Dee g | Bt maved Ao orillast o mides  onA

M’gm ‘ﬂa 39 B, ?‘“ﬁ&d;‘? . Ses phace ¢
*33_83-1_,«:3::-4&##@? rus praces poovs, ol achaet .

]G40 M e ML’M&L-
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,

(

; WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY el
(Erase heading not required),
. toon Date and Time.—From_ @e® ’2”:&(— To 8600 20 £ec ur
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information REI:;E;:E, Ef:::f%i:ﬂ
norenliy, |19 800 | 090 -pa Ridls prasding cinolue Reogr

B Apots,

ﬂ-wfwﬂﬁi.
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( (

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY o s
(Erase heading not required).
""""" Unit lflll__ﬁw Date and Time.—From B 00 20 &QLTH ot }f‘n"‘(f 2,

Place ‘ Date ‘ Hour Summary of Events and Iaformation S I g dnances 1o |

Appendices, Diaries, &c.
CoNA 20 Bee ! %

D00 lwug&ﬂ&w@w%ﬁh&mﬁ_&? |
_ga.m fANANANDRA dirnsction Aowartds BRHBOGA mounTh . 1'

1000 Gl Clarkh “ 14 ORs 0w X w(}.ﬁ #F#A

_vatowww%-
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' ( ( "
s ~ WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY B g
' (Erase heading not reqmrcd)
H. 100M | Unit J-ll,) B Rm ‘Qﬂ/v ‘V-*el-’ Date and Time.—From Qﬁm e d O_. 0O ':é‘ .................. S

Place ‘ Date Hour Remarks and references to

| | Summary of Events and loformation Appendices, Diaries, &c.
|
] . 20 ,.
Mrorealoy £ e 1800 Ma@

| i
o 7

: %aM Kuwb é&t{}fi;, I.&’aium Mw .8
"y igd;gdﬁﬂ d:
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(.

(

Army Forw C. 2118

" WAR DIARY or(E II?’I;ELLIQE.NCE SUMMARY (sdug .
n. 1004 Unit )23 Ruws 7. - 8 Moav . Date and T:: j}::m““t;j’ ;;JUM_T::QGW 22 et v o
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and laformation R;‘;‘;:‘;;:;i Ef:f:;fi;;“
GoN P~ 2y Lee
/100 _gl &ww«g v 9 oAs wziﬂ%, W
s gl bomeaTl had L TS.1.6 fn Prf See. phose &
Anklenrecl Mi%mw,fg cagluniel . Aowdmsiel abuchaek.
adw., Lo grcono A b lleel }Af_a unyumglecl
J1 44~ EM mM,; / M%_GM’ W—A!M:L”V—)MM“‘-
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. al
", fook Unit__<{X) '?WRQM ‘\A»& Date and Time.—From_§€€0 &&‘-Q:_Tﬂm ) &f' “2.
Place ‘ Date Heur Summary of Events and I[aformation

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required),

Army Form ;C. 2118/
(adapic s,)

Remarks and references lo
Appendices, Dianes, &ec.

¥M%‘?M&W
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(. .(,

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required),

Summary of Events and lnformation

Date and Time.—From_ 0600 23 Qe To 6800 L3 Q"“‘-’ i

Army Form C, ~""*.} 8
(adapted, )’ ./

Remarks and relerences to
Appendices, Diaries, &c.

0935

/7180
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY il
(Erase heading not required). |
#. 100w Unit_ & ;)m&wﬂw&v@u& Date and Time.—From £600 32 &ee. T, 600 23Lec 42,
! Remarks and references to

Place | Date | Hour | Summary of Events and [nformation

b e f%
% 2a Aec oyw} AN} & Bram, ﬂ-é”lﬂ , oo Han avalon.

/630

Appendices, Diaries, &c.
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- : 2
l'/ .|_ - """ [ 1

ol WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY A g

(Erase heading not required).
Date and Time.—From 0800 23 Dec T, 0600 24 l&ﬁﬁr&f-l.-

Remarks and references to
Summary of Events and Information Avositios Disaes G
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P L A Pl B
+ WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY ™
(Erase heading not required).
M. to0u Unit 203 ,B‘M 9 e 4? e Date and Time. —Frnm_-'ﬂ_ﬂezf./ To... Qb0 L4 Sec m} )
Place } Date Hour Summary of Events and Information Etmnarks Necl reieverices to

| Appendices, Diaries, &ec.

GONR 23 Decl 2330 &aﬁu(!mﬂw)m& MM mgﬂ/w)‘

MG ATk, ~<ME§ M%L_,@M? fhlosd
Lo vten oud To sta. Oppearcd Hp de Nnsuelloes

&{Mgp« SANANDA 1o BANAIEA . miernV)

QA&}LMW ot ol g rids

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT022121



Army me,;"::..?ll/’

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (xdupi .

(Erase heading not required),

Unit_ ] L 6_@ ﬂlﬁ-fv ﬂd.fd Date and Time.—From D400 <. doe YL To 0609 ) y Ale ¢ )

CP TS S P T L e o, ——— PR ITR T Ty = U R

Remarks and references to

Place \ Date Hour Summary of Events and [nformation Appendices, Diaries, &c.

6 Mite Vaﬂ&
/wwnuxa, 23 Lee . 2§00 120 /Uaf’m}? |

0. Ro«ylb maneh .
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required),

Army Form/ Z. 2117
(adapk .,)

""""" Unttﬁl_']ﬂ-l___g“vﬂ ‘} 6 M Date and Time.—From 8 (0% 144 Qec To PG00 J’S“‘&E’Sf P
= N ‘ Date | Hour Summary of Events and |aformation R;[:;iifji:ri Hf:::;fg:m
GoN A | 29 D 065 | MNE Y M3” quwﬁw No anledty reeuld.
©930 M_ﬂu ol aaut W@m&i
brileed pnsueo #__cdﬁ e Y amalele,
jw fww - / l(u-u- L
1ot | Padadd. sl od Ao amvtah § ot No sutetis
| 3D | § L&_MMM
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Army Fory CZ. 2117

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (adogl...

(Erase heading not required),

H. 100M

| | Remarks and relerences to

Place | Date Hour Summary of Events and laformation

Avppendices, Diaries, &c.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT022121



{

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

Army Form?C. 211%
(adapted,) :

/ Erase heading not required),
n. fou Unit_2[2) 18 m ] ean wﬁufo Date and (Tt'me. —From 8600 )-““-Q&.( To 8600 2¢ &¢ )
Plac b | o ETL A DN Ly armees
6 ity Ville, AR Doy
A:w%p 2 jovo | Bole AMhuirih Sanaote . Roorne tkenaaV - 2/16
Oanel .
J200 SflM claver,
pueo ke MM/‘Q#M V- Balsser [avon /?, A aSbwan)
19 oo M,%@W Mavssce /?_, Proyaommme
MM _aftacthapl E = ablaclidl
_Bote gnnted , aboo Qmairnitonns
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B L ] -

; L P LA Form: C. 211'%;
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY Rk
(Erase heading not required), 2
. toom Unit &~ :;)_‘3“«/ e Date and Time.—From_0hoD 25 Lec T, 1300 26 e 42
| ¥
Place Date Hour | Summary of Events and Information R;?;;ﬁi;!:f EI[::I ::z El;n \ !
| | ' B T *

Conm | 25 ‘ XNAS DAY. n
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Army Form C. 21 19"

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY Tt

(Erase heading not required),
- &
B A Unit... 2/27 Aust Inf Bn. ... .. ! Date and Time.—From hrs 25 DecTo 0600 hrs 26 Deec 42 (Sheet )

! Date | Hour Summary of Events and loformation
| |

|
GOIA 25 Dec 42| 1200 _ CHRISTMAS DINNER 1942 wgs, considering curcumstances, and
location, good.

All tps tasted hread.ibr-thc first time since llov 27. In

Addl L1000l &4 ' oUW & Bnare oL NresScenve els¥s 5By NEBG
loaf, cheese, anﬂ tlnned millk,

Remarks and references to

Place Appendices, Diaries, &c.

| The afternoon was cguiet, although the usual careful watch was

maintained.
—A-hot calm day, Maae o affacled
| 1700 Coffee (for the first time over this side) veg stew, rice and
apples.
20 30 Bignalling light from HUIK, apparently to AMBOGA or KUMUSI.

Reported and at 23L0 HULK Wwas bombed by w/i A/C and one direct
hit scored.

26 Dec L2 | Ol415 Fwd post fired on figure in sea on our beach front, presunably
! Jap, who swam further oul and disappeared in darkness.

| 0530  Stand to,.

_}fff.
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Army Form C 2]18

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (scpted,

(Erase heading not required),

H. 100M Unit_ 2/27 Aust Inf Bn Date and Time.—From 0600 _hrs 26 Dec To -0600..hrs 27 Deec L2
} . Remarks and ref t
Plsce | Piate Hour | Summary of Events and lnformation Appgnd:;ﬁ, [;i;‘:fz.:_u
LY =0 —Iwo netives—swam in Lo B e e S —Re—spnpliss o
| 88—¢€
servicegble guns or Japs on board,
GOITA | 26 Dec 42| 1115 __Enemy A propably Zero, shot down into sea opn B Eeh ©
WIRRAWAY, WEST of GONA Mission Area 1000 yds. Sank

about 200 yds offshore immediately and left large patech of
bpurmng o1l and pecrol.

1730 Quiet afternoon. No enemy movt observed at OUTPOST,
- Weather Iine and clear, NO Tain.

Letter received from OC Rear Details PORT IORESBY stating that ;-

LX) Regular distribution of comforts purchased from Regtl

- A . e 13

(2)

been sent to Aust for Ffurther treatment.

(3] Further draft of reinfts, strength I} ofirs and 80 OR,
had been marched in ex AF - not very impressgsive types,

(4) Previous draft af‘IBO OR, which arrived.nn 26 NOV, was

underocoi
material, responding well,

| | (5) Sirength of Rear Details now 1 Offrs 317 OR.

2130 iMnﬂn rises
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( (

Army Form C. 2118
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY Gdagiedy ||
(Erase heading not required). )
H. 100N Unit._ 2/27 Aust Inf Bn =~ Date and Time.—FromQ600 hrs 26 Dec T, 0600 hrs 27 Dec 42 (Sheet ¥
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information R::;isdi::i Ef::;fg;n
GOINA 26 Dec L2 | Cgsualty figures as at 26 Dec U2 3- {Mgwﬂmj
| KIA 6 54 |
LR Sy -9 e
DW - | & o,
Sick 1 86
WIA remaining on duty 1 5
—ETesent SErenptn
Bn HQ 1 1l
Coy k 2 50
Mortars 1 10
B Ech - 10
DID = 2
:: 3 63
tt
ALPC o
AANC 3 Ly
Padr : | - 2 5
5 68
et
21 Bde 1 L
i == | e =—2 2 =
_l | N
| ] y
|
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PN Army Form (2118
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY i
e (Erase heading not required).
- oo Unit & _.':_]-__Qﬁ.h... b '-MD‘/PGAL Date and Time.—From 0(380 24 Do WTo @l . 2) 025_, G .
Place l| Date Hour i Summary of Events and Information R‘;E;:ﬁsd;:f Hf::;:::zcm
i ! » ! V eﬁi | | E -~ E; .

- 1630

:m}— ff_wc?._.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Army Form C)2118
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY el
(Erase heading not required).
. foou Unit _2/27 Aust Inf Bn Date and Time.—From 0600 hrs 27 Dec To 0600 hrs 28 Dec L2
Place ‘ Date Hour | Summary of Events and lnformation Remarks and relerences to

Appendices, Diaries, &c.

GONA 27 Dec L1.2_ 0530 Stand toe.

i

|

__ 0900 and| B26 lMedium Bombers bomd HULK repeatedly. Score two direct
1030 hits, several nesr niisses.
0930 2z MOR shoot on Jgp OUTFOST, No movi observed.

Auiet af 73 .

1730 Hot meal
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Army Form C, 2118

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (sdapied .

Place Date Hour | Summary of Events and lnformation R::;:tz]:;f gif::;r:cg;u

”““"""“’68! .a.-,m' | s Bevy
(faaasde ﬂl?_o(-jww ol Iff-fl'-—u—l-t_hv
moneclaol ol o 13 Rels.

d OPXx ORs MOLM Ao ..!.-/7_ 6..5.

Phe Gare V.C. M-M@f@- Q G M.
SR Lunisde oY Boranin pomidos iy Bl
(Y Mirsa diss . sl Aoglos - 3 pa.
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required).

Army Form (. 2118
(adapted, )

H. 100K Unit. 2/27 Aust It B0 ' Date and Time.—From_ 0600 _hrs 28 DecT, 0600 hrs 29 Dec L2
| ‘ : Remarks and references to
Place | Date Hour Summary of Events and lnformation Appendices, Diaries, &c.
GONA _28/Déc 42 0730 | Hot breskfast, porridge and pork and beans.
R W L | Pour BEAUFIGITERS strafe AMBOGA mouth and enemy concentrations
1200 Issue per man of US Army Ration C containing biscuits,
confectionery, sugar and coffee,
Also tobacco gnd two razor blades.
Ips still being evacuated sick with fever.
| 1730 Quiet afternoon. lNo enemy movement in OUTPOST.
Quietl night.
29 Dec 42 0530 Stand to.

1
|

Rain fellduring the night, wetting gll tps not under shelters

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Army Form C. 2118

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (sdspied,)

(Erase heading not required).

Unit_of. _‘-)__gw 7? 2+ Vo P-Q«m Date and Time. —Frum_m&._.p el To o & ib“:“:ﬁf' L .

Hour | Summary of Events and lnformation R.;r;;::ﬂiﬁi Ef::;:;ciﬂ

le/aﬂ?b]_‘ _o?p:- 7 oude Mioneh

Phe Mablin marddod o mﬂmﬂ

Mﬁf‘%&fﬁﬁﬂaﬁl_ﬁm
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE

* (Erase heading not required).

SUMMARY

Army Form C, ;!
(adapted,)

4. 100 Unit... 2/27 Aust Inf:Bn__ Date and Time.—From.. 0600 hrs 29 DecTo 0600 I
Place Date Hour | Summary of Events and lnformation R‘:s;::ﬁ?;i Ef::;r:ﬁ;n
!
| |
GONA 29 Dec 42| 1730 As a resull of ops at GONA the following recommendations for
awards have been subnmitieds-

1. Immedinte

8jt R E Roach

e

-
w

WCl J W Burnett

Cpl A J AGEinson
Cpl G J Bmallacombe

i
TGO
e A7 oy LK

Pte F A Dickenson

2. XPeriodic
(&) For ICH

Cpi—d—H—Burns

(b) For MBE

Padre A E 8§ Begbie

I'. [ r ?T'l.--

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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el !
Army Form C: ¢

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (xdapted,

(Erase heading not required).

H. o0 Unit ..2/27 Aust InfBn  Date and Time.—From 0600 hrs 29 Dec T, 0600 hrs 30 Dec L2 (Bheet 3)
Place Date H : : Remarks and ref t
| our | Summary of Events and Information Appendi::lés. l.';i:rri:::?';c.u
i
GONE ' 29 Dec 42| 1730 | (c) For MID

le Capt J C Cuming KIA{

El i : = L

3, Capt J W Skipper u

Lo WOl H A ILyndon

5¢ B8jt P R Robertson (KIA

6e Capt C A W Sims MC

/[« WOIL F R Halligan (KTZ)

8« L/Cpl H G Anderson t " 5

Or—Gomt 5 B Lao— |
10, Pte W J Harris
tle 8Sit D I Coombe
12, Pte D H Roach
13, Pte R M Wiesman (KIA)
Ille FGe & G Horne A,
1.5. Cpl D G Parsons

Lo S Fo—R—Smith
17¢ WOll G R Smith

18s Pte R G lloble

19, Cpl A L Stevens (KTIA4)
20, Pte G X CGoed

2L, rte R Jd Wise
22, Pte J H Murdoch

| | /:-/?/i" -
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required).

H. 100M Unit. 2/27 Aust InS Bop . . . Date and Time.—From. 0600 hrs 29 Dec.To. 0600 hrs.30.Dec L2

| ‘
P Date H

our
I

Summary of Events and [nformation

Army Form C; '8
[‘d'Fk’di} : :

Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diares, &c.

oo

1200 US coffee ration in lieu of tea, Quite good,

16 BQ . , = J e - - -
Object To find out if enemy QUTPCST (furthest hut on beach)

is ocecupied. k Sea M [

Crossed creek on rart and approached OULPOST from lefrt flank
across village. About fifteen yds from objective two Japs affochact
—appeTrecd = heot oI Shouigers Onlys rotror firedTommy Gum — y
bursts and withdrew, No casualj:ies observed on enemy and patrol

1645 Short 3" MOR shoot carried out but no results observed.

| RM&LM /“"w "’qf/lﬂ A‘ﬂ"@ :
M—.‘:‘- O S30 S?M .éﬂ _

?&wm% BMHM,MMHA&E@_
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( (

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY =N

(Erase heading net required),

T R e . s

Remarks and references to r

Summary of Events and lnformation Appendices, Diaries, &c

X
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s Unit o] 2" __Eui‘i'?’%jem Date and Time.—From 0802 38 D‘E’C To. Déop 312 oo Vo

Place

‘ Date

('

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required),

Hour

Summary of Events and lnformation

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

-

-.I_d-

Army Form ~ 118
{"d‘P‘cdr:' |

Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &c.

G‘Mﬂ 30 M /{OoD ?3_1__; caols Mﬂ% s o HutK
/6o .‘1.;47&4 onenvedl ov biach - BMBOER arve
lj_@___z_’]m.ad.-_ﬁ_w %a.__ﬁfa.ﬁepﬁ

/Mwi%mﬁ%é /K.a?éﬂ«
_31Pec | 530 | SHouwd Ao
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( (

Army Form C( 2118

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY A

(Erase heading not required).

............................................................................

mEEmas L LR L TE T T

Remarks and references lo

Place ‘ Date | Hour | Summary of Events and Information Appendices, Diaries, &c.

b mile l(u.f,?. | ‘
% Yo Lot . 0900. Wagons j/g,

}Wﬁ ?,;W ool 3" Ampprlfan. e . ‘lﬁ.ﬂa_&!-

600, | purccing  Rowke puonch Jo deaek
1920 | Prcturne Shpd .

Yo m.R. wlide MMWWW

? . MLsrarcl oV BoMANA sovedoy = LY Madipan
| :

; [
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I (

, WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY M ot
(Erase heading not required), v
00 Unit -7-", 1-') a-AA/J_ | , i __B_W Date and Time. -—me__ﬂ.ﬁm__i!_-}:&gj‘_n?“n Beocr 1 fan. &3
| -
Place i : Date Hour Summary of Events and laformation RE:;EE;:: Hif:::r::z;n
GoNRA 31 Dec OMMM)MLM—MM?W
M«g _Adds - o K
_M ,—Aﬁﬂ w‘{«ﬂ .
M%m,pk/ P#._)__ﬁcmm ¥ le - ANnteas
N | i |
1943 NEW NERRS  DRY.

03530

ool Ao
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H. 100M Unit HQ__BWRW?JWL Date and Time. —meMﬁf ........ D"‘/'LETG __M/

Hour

W DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required).

Summary of Events and Information

Army Form ' 7118
{lletﬂi-} |

Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diarnies, &ec.

12400 - 1630

/MGAJ M-le\_.

J?LD

Ba Comtls Aovfouncs o¥ Bote Reon Setoil.

M&&% ’f‘? b Ow M%meé
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. S ECRET

GOP',V NOseoevcesse
15 Dec 42

16 and 2/2

ST INF BNS OP INSTHN Noe. 2

Red Map GONA (Revised) 4" to 1 mile

le INEM

(a) In the event of overwhelming enemy superiority on the GONA DEF area
a withdrawal may be ordered.

(b) The order for withdrawal will be given by MAJ SUBLETT onlys.
fc) In this event the following instn will applys
2 INTENTI

(a) 16/27 Unit will withdraw to a holding posn astride the track
GONA-JUMBORA at 134266,

3¢ METHOD

(a) Line of withdrawal :-

1lone BAST track to Coy assembly area no further SOUTH
(1) Ehggylggzg%. Thence along main GONA=JUMBORA track to holding

POSIle

Cov along main GONA-JUMBORA track to Coy assembly area no
(85) glrtger BCETH than 129283, Thence to holding poshe

(iii) Bn HQ along EAST track to holding posShe
(iv) 3'MOR will cover withdrawal until ordered to move backs

(b) Holding posn.

3

will hold at 134266 track inel to right along edge ©

(1) 2ig§:£r for distance of approx 200 yds. Standing patrol will
be placed on RIGHT flank to prevent infiltration.

dge of

will hold at 134266 left of track excl, along e

(11) %ig%gr for approx 300 yds. Standing patrol will be placed on
left flank to prevent infiltration.

(iii) Bn HQ will hold on track in rear of 134266 to give depth to
defe

TH of FDLs
" MOR will occupy previously recced DOSNS SoU
b an be sble to bring down fire on kuni fwd of FDLs.

(v) Lanes of fire will be beaten dovn in kunie
Iy INTER-COMN
(a) Order for withdrawal will be given by telephones

H5e AIM

e

(a) Weapons and amm

| ch am as
tomatic weapons will be left and as ma
) ggaigbla will be carried back and remainder destroyeds

" (ii) Bn res with RSM at Bn HQ

~
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| SECRET

e 3 Copy NDssessssa
15 Dec L2

2/16 and 2/27 AUST INF BNS 00 Iio 1

Ref Mgp GOWA (Revised) L" to 1 mile

(a) Enemy forces of unknown strength have been landed near mouth of
KUMUSI and AMBOGA RIVERS gpprox 15 miles and 4 miles reﬁpactively
NW of GONA,.

(b) It i s believed that these tps intend t o reinforce mm}
SATANANDA and possibly GONA areas.

(e¢) 16/27 Units hold def posns in GONA area with 2/14 Bn approx
1800 yds WEST and CHAFORCE patrols operating up to 1} miles BEAST.

2s INTENTION

(a) 16/27 Unit will defend GONA against enemy landing from the sea
and against enemy infiltration from the WEST,.

3« METHOD

(a) Bee att sketch (appendix A).

(b) B Coy (2/27 Aust Inf Bn) resp for defence of right sector with
poste in depth and Coy mobile reserves for immediate counter
attack in own Coy area.

(¢) A Coy (2/16 Aust Inf Bn) resp for defence of left sector with
posts in depth and Coy mobile reserves for immediate counter
attack in own Coy area.

(d) Coys will construct weapon pits for allround def, and each post
will be sited for mutual support, and counter attacks will be
rehearsed so that every soldier knows his parts.

(e) Beach def will be based on enfilade fire from MiGs and IMGs.

(£) 3" MOR will fire on previously ranged areas between MG posts
with the object of destroying incoming landing craft.

(g ) 3" MOR will be in support of Coys.
(h) 2" Mortars will be used by Coys to fire on beach between MG posts.

(i) Boyes rifles will be sited to fire seawards against incoming
landing craft.

(j) PFlares will be used when necesgary to illuminate beyond water lines
4o INTER-COMN

(a) 808 two green signalse To be originated by Coy OPse Each Coy
will man a beach OP to be in line comm with Bn Q.

5 AIM

(a) Beach posts will maintain amm res equal to front line holdings.
Bn res at Bn HQ under RSM.

(b) RAP - If an attack is iminent RAP will move to posn NORTHERN edge
of tinmber SOUTH of B Coy's HQe Evacs by EASTERN tracke.

-

6s ACK
Signed at hrs (H J Katekar) Capt
Issued through Sigs Adjt 2/27 Aust Inf Bn

DISTRIBUTION
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(p) RAP will be established at rear of Bn HQ.
(¢) RECCE OF HOLDING POSN
(i) Coy 2 i/cs and mor offr will recce Coy posns AM 16 Dec L2.

(ii) As soon as possible after recce withdrawal will be
conducted as a TEWT with Pl comdse.

64 ACK

Signed at 1515 hrs (H g Katekar) Capt
Adjt 2/27 Aust Inf Bn

Issued through Sigs
DISTRIBUTION
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2/27th Aust Inf Bn War Diary - Monthly Surmary

S DECEMBER 1942

The feature of this month was the part played by this Unit

in the attacks made on the Jap garrison at GONA, commencing on the
29th November and concluding on the 9th Dec. L2.

1. OPERATIONS.

The details of the Units activities at GONA are clearly set
out in the daily summary. The strength of the enemy garrison turned
out to be 550, The area held by them was comparatively small -

approx 250 yds sqgu-re, They were very strongly entrenched with a fire
plen which covered the whole of their front. It proved necessary to

launch attack after attack supported by aserial bombing and strafing, arty
and mortar concentration and to reduce the garrison post be post. The

Tactors which made our attack so costly were. 1. sll the enemy in each

post had to be killed before any post could be taken. 2. The attacking
forcenhad insuffiicient troops with which to attack the garrison on sll
fronts at the one time. 2« The emmy posts were well hidden and dificult
to locate. L4, Our attacks, although over ver; short distances were over
ground affording very little cover.

5. Enemy snipers took heavy toll
of’ our wounded and other troops forced to remain in Né Mans Land.,

In the attacks carried out by the Bn on the 29 and 30 Nov and

1 Dec, our casuslties amongst Officers NCOs and men were heavy and little
ground was gained, although a

heavy toll was taken on the enemy, particularly

in the series of posts which he was holding along the beach. The Bn pressed
numerous attacks against beach posts and during t ese Pirst few days in
75 yards of beach posts taken, 50 Jap dead were counted. After the first
day, one Coy of the 2/16 Bn came under “Comd, and by 2nd Deec, the rest of
the second 16th Bn had been committed. On the 1st Dec during a dawn attack
our C,0. was wounded and Major Hearman 2 i/c 2/16 Bn assumed command

of the combined Units.

Until he was replaced bynL#-Col Caro C.0. 2/16 Bn
during the afternoon 2nd Dec.

.. By this time owing to the greatly reduced strength of the combined
Units the policy of launching ful

1l scale attacks on the eastern front of
the enemy had to be dispensed with and during the

succeeding days
activities were confined to smagll raiding parties on foremost beach posts.
and to patrolling. Between the Lth and 8th Dec there was a decided lull
in the fighting on this front, limited mainly to harassing fire by us
and limited but effective sniping by the enemy. On & Dec our troons

made a two company attack on several beach posts but failed to take their

objectives. That night the enemy apparcently demoralised by continuous

bombing and shelling and by the non-arrival of expected reinforcements
and exhgusted by lack of food attempted to breack through our beseiging
forces., About 100 Japs were killed with the

result that on 9 Dec our
troops were able to press fwd. mop up and consolidate. From 9 until 19
Dec 2/27 Bn strength 3 Officers 69 CRs still linked with 2/16 Bn under
comd Major Sublet, who had assumed Comd on 6 Dee., remained in the
GOI'A mission area primarily &n a role of Beach Defence, During this

time much time was spent salvaging our own and enemy equipment and in
burying our own and enamy dead.

A cemetry containing mainly this Unit's
dead was laid out in this area. Ex6m 19 Dec

combined Units moved West
approx 1% miles and releived 2/1l Bn and 39 Bn who on the previous day
had overcome enemy resistance as far west as the % Creek, From 19 Dec
until the end of the month combined Unitiwas employed in this area on
Beach Defence and Standing Patrols. Enemy were occupying area West of
Z Creek as Tar back as the Amboga mouth area and various recce patrols
and one Tfighting patrol was sent out scross % creek. During this
period enemy outposts in the village on

the opposite side of the creek and
| Jap concentrations at the Mouth were hs

rassed by our lMorptar and MUMG
| Tfire and by aerial bombing and straffing
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2/27th Bn War Diary --- Monthly summary
DECEMBER (Cont)

2. PERSONLNEL | | |
‘4  Strength at start of Ops on o8th lov was 21 officers and .
353% 0Rs. By 9th Dec this had been reduced by battle casualties
and sickness to a strength in the Porward area of 3 Officers 69 ORs.
and by the end of the month by further sickness and casualties to
%3 Officers and 69 ORs.
2 Casuslties sustained by the Unit during the months were-
KIA 6 Officers 54 ORs DOW I Officer 5 ORs WIA 10 Offlicers 126 ORs
gsick 1 Officer 86 ORs. These figures exclude the battle figures
sustained by Charforce, namely KIA 1 officer 21 ORs
WIA O officer 28 ORs. The names ol Officer casuaslties are-
Killed in Action Cqapt J C Cuming Capt E W Best
Capt J W Skipper Lieut R Applebee Lieut A G Pickering
Lieut H &G Inglis Lieut J O Flight Lieut J E Bennile,
Womnded in Action - Lt-Col G D T Cooper Capt R L Johnson
Capt T F Gill Lieut B K Caddy, Lieut 8 G Hewitt Lieut R D Johns
Lieut A B Sherwin Lieut G D MacDonald Lieut L F Twist. =
0f the wounded spproximately 80 were evacuated to Aust fro
further treatment, including the following officers — Lt Col Cooper
: Capts Johnson and Gill, Lieuts Hewitt, Johns Sherwin and
MacDonald. The remainder of our sick and younded were evacuated
to and treated in hospital at Popt Moresby.
3., BEEESESE Officers the Following officers took part in the
B Campaign at GONA- PBHQ- LtCol Cooper, Capt Johnson 2 i/e
Capt Katekar Adjt. Capt Wilson RMO, Capt Begbie Padre.
" HQ Coy Lieut Smythe, Clampett Twist , Pickering Capt J D Lee
A Coy Capt Sims Capt Best Lieut Plight Johns Sherwin
B Coy Capt Skipper Lieut Inglis
' ¢ Coy Capt Cuming Lieuts Caddy and Benny
D Cop Capt Gill, Lieuts Hewltt MacDonald and Warburton.
The Charforce officer in action at GOLA were-
Capt A J Lee Capt H H Kimber Lieut T R 8 Kimber, R Applehee.
Capt X Viner Smith was transferred to 9 A G H -
~ Padre Norman was absent in Aust.
pPromotions. WO 11 W N Macphersoh and Sjt R Paine were appointed
Acting Lieuts.
li. Reccommendations and awards. AS a result of ops at GONA
the following recommendations for awards were submitted -

A, Immediated 1. DCM $jt R E Roack and Pte J Breakey
2. MM WO 1 J S8 0 Burnett and Cpl. A J Atkinson,
Cpl G J Bmalla combe Pte K L W DBrown
R Pte P A Dickeson.
B Periodic 1. DCM Cpl J H Burns
o/ MBE Padre A E 8 Beghle |
3, MID Capt Cuming (KIA) Lieut Applcbee KIA)
Capt Skipper KIA) WOl H A Lynded 8jt P R Robinson (KIA)
Capt C AW Sims MC WOll F K Halligfan (KIg) L.Cpl H G Anderson
E\J(DE'.IA) Capt J D Lee, Pte W J Harris, Sjt D C Coombe ,
Pte D H Roach, Pte R M Wiseman (KIA) Pte A G Horne,
Cpl D @ Parson, S8jt R L. Smith woll ¢ F smith Pte R G Noble
Cpl A 8 Stephens Pte G K Goed, Pte R J Wise Pte J H Murdoch.
5 Rear Details During the month as the strength of the
Unit in the Gona area had been reduced by casualties and sickness
so the strength of Rear Details at Moresby increased by the influx of
X 1ist men from the Hospitals. In addition strength of Rear Details
was increased by teking .on strength a draft of reinforcements *
(1 officer Lt Robbilliard and 860 ORs) so that at the end of the
months strength of Rear Details wa 8 apDProX. 17 officers and 315 ORs
At this stage the officers who wexe Capt Mussared Capt A J Lee _|
Capt H R R Kimber Lieut Warburton Beare Reddin Madigan Caddy Martin
Trenerry King Crocker Sutton Cook Robillisrd T R S Kimber and G L Garre
Garrette. The Officers tn the Gona area were Capt Sims Katekar
J D Lee Lieut Clampett and Smythe, During the month rear details
were under frequent notiece to move by air to POPENDETTA. In spite

of this a fair asmount of useful training was carried out especially for
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2/27th Bn War Diary lonthly Summary

| ¥
— DECEMBER 42
the reinforecements. = NCOs school was conducted. See Rear Details
war diary for full particulars

3« GENERAL Weather. Generally the weather in Gona area was hot and hunid
during the day and wet at night. This made the conditions particu
particularly trying for troops who because of ops were forced to be
out in the suh during the day and in the rain on sentry duty at night.
Medical. Most of our wounded made Papid recovery from their
wounds. This main ly due to the fact that the evacuation from the
battle Pield was very speedy. Native bearers carried them to an ADS
Pwd thence to VDS at SOPUTA thence by Jeep to Popendetta and from there
to hospital at Moresby. Speed of evacuations in this campaign
was in direct contrast to the slow evacuation during the Owen Stanley
campaign, where it took at least one week and in some cases two months
before wounded reached hospital, A high rate Of sickness prevalled
amongst te troops. 1 Officer and 9L ORs from the Bn proper were
and 5 officers and 93 ORs from Charforce being evacuated.
The main ailment was malaria.
x2hw Because of shortage of troops in the area many men were kept
on their feet by being given overdose of quinine. AT one spage men
were not evacuated until their temperatures reached over 103 degrees.
Almost every man who remained at GONA for more than a week developed
a fever of some sort, A few cases of scrub typhus occurred resulting in
5 deaths.
Amenities. The troops at GONA received very little in the
way of amenities. Generally the main itms of ration were bullybeef
rice biscuits dried apples and to a lesser extent butter cheese and
M and V. On Xmas Day Sick men received a tineof boiled sweetls
and some fruit. Few issues of chocelate were received.c At Moresby
the troops had excellent fare.
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