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- —
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| ]
Lieut.-Colonels 1 Vacy ks Casw . A1 : e Wo | .o
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FIELDRETURNOFOTHERRANKS R
. At 0600 Hrs. Saturday L, s &AE‘% (Unit)
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Part A. Posted Strength, , Surplus or Relnforcements Required.
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Yexrz, | and arer,
A . o | L
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B(Y) - |

Part C.
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- - Part B. Other Ranks Attached from Other Units. o Other Units.
Iuzberof | Duis to which they belons Humberof | gate to which they belesg Nosberat|  Unt to whieh detached. Wamberol | gnit 1o which detached. -
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(Unit) is Particularly Requested. —./— /194
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PARTE. Detail of Present Strength and Reinforcements required as shown in
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e

'Army Form W3009
(Adapted) (Psge 2)
(Revised 2z, 1003)

_....I‘ 57 Berial No.

' Traeisen. 3? Y gE) Bl Sl 3? s% D 33 n
. amovP L e g EIAE 1 " EZ| croor mtcmty | 3 g
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dmmenltian Exacdners Survezocs, Euglacertag Operating Rossn Anals, G.1.0, Asistanis '
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—Faifer 1MLV, Trizomemgtries? Operatar, Slread Crieriies, Nersing
et Ak Teslasters Operatar. Switedbeard w
!"'“’“'!":‘ Astlgeer Turners Gperator, Wireless Fists Layrs
*!M!! Arligcer Watchnakers Cpticians Rangelikars
"“"“‘I ot x Welders Talnters Rivetters
[ Froel Beaters Beuzbriders
Artifierr, Asilllery Dry Flate - Exddlers
Artlfcer, Engloe Predicter Nambers Sadlietree makrrs
rra—— Printers By s Bot
Bricklxrers Ratisripim Strvaderss
Campaters RigTers Stakers, Slaty. Kxrine
Caeks, Haipifal dEOLP IL §awTe: Steremen, Techaleal
Coppiramiths Armeurea Signaliers Tallers
Dipexsers Azram Bignwriters Texille Relitters
Draightimen Pakers Telceone fdentro Tiaxaliks
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Electriclans Cosks Woedturners
Klectrictans (M.Y.) Dental Mrckanics
Dieciticisns (Sireak) W‘h
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Fitters (Tastrament) Firs Cantral Opersian GROTP D1 oL o
Fiurs (V) Gea Operater Battery Rurrerocs T BATMEN) s 15|~
T";‘-""‘" Patehman Bafahers as Lr.l o] M-
Fitters, Slgsats Height Taker Clerts :
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ity Jdlaers Caneratars
Machanles, Kadlo Lintman Cuaks
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FIELD RETURN OF OTHER RANKS ey At (ke =....Uns v S8 Do
) RIE ., ) = — 1 - = 7 Berial No.
At 0600 Hrs. Saforday ‘>/_' /1945 A . (Unit) | PARTE. Detail of Present Strength and Reinforcements required as shown in
_— —_ _ - . 1 . - '
we S X%\ opFms. > _0R's. ) 4 OFFRS..—_OR's.___ ATT. BY WE. | Part A of Army Formi W.3009 at 0600 Hours Saturday '’/ ' /1945. .
i : :
Part A. Posied Strength, Surplus or Reinforcements ERequired. i Detalls ot é 1 Detatls of 3 Detalty of Detatlz of g g
) H Trademm. P |3 5; Tradermen. " gg 53 Tradessen gg .'Ig Tradesmen. " g g3
! osaore | 3 | 3EN 3R] crorrecems | F VEE|3F| omowr miees | | 7E) 5] cxoor moms |} S
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Sergeants }’ Armament Asiileer Panal Bexters Reaghriders
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B \ \ shgwnlnpa.rtzonl?agez : Comyuters Bigrees Stekers, Staty, Exgies
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4%~ Part B. Other Ranks Aitached from Other Units. Fart C. Other Banksogelnded in Part A Detached 1 _Otmhatan Curpeaters Wishaan Whilermiths
0 to er Units. ] Drszzhicmen Carpeatary and Jetners P —
T Fomber ot ) Motoher of Nazbes of ‘Humbet of |  ifmeudia)
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* E Mechuaies, Wirtlem Lithagrsphery Dierpatel Riders ATTACHID BY WL
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SURVEY OF SICHIFICANT EVENIS

NORTH BOUGATMVIIIE

The enemy is offering no resistance to the advance

7 Australian forces nortt along the coast from CAPE MOLTEKE,
The enemy garrison of AMNUY which moved to SIPAAT has apparently
now’ picked up the SARIME garrison on its northvard retreat.
Pro-Japanese villages of RATSCA and POROPORO, formerly
important centres of Jap concentratlion, were reported
evacuated during the week, This, 1inle & with reporis of
further troop movement along the 17 coast towards LUMA IUMA
and native reports that the Japanese left behind In North
BOUGAINVILLE contain msny sick and 111 armed, may indicate
the Japanese are withdrawing the ma jority of théir better
troops from the north end N7 coast to NUM 1UMA, and leaving
lighgly armed small garrisons to oppode our advance, llorale
of the remnants ls reported to be low, '

Several hundreds of TEOP district natives who have
abandoned thelr villages tkrough lack of food, say their
gardens were recentl% stripped of food by Japanese, Possible
explanatlions are that Japanese en route to NUMA IUMA may
have been driven to raid the gardens for food to sustain
them on their long trek, or the gardens may have been
despoiled in retaliation for killings by the natives, The
first explanation apfears more probable, because one con-
sequence of rousing the hostility of the natives would be to
expose the coastal I of C to harassing attacks by Australian
ratrols aided by vengeful TEQOP natives,

IUA NUMA AREA

Intelligence now availsble indicates there are
considerably fewer Japanese in thid zrea than are shown in
2 Aust Corps Enemy Order of Eattle, There is not yet sufficient
data on which to base a re-assessment, Some factors
contributing to the diminution in strength are:-

Transfer of IM 3€ IMB to BUIN
LA higher rate of attrition than that calculated

Possible transfer of some units Lo BUID
LIZTA AREA

Informatlion frorm refugee Chinese and natives who
were working for the Jnpanese in KIETA until mid.December,
and from very detailled reports of Jap forces gathered by an
ATIB patrol's network of native agents covering all villages
in the srea, indicate that existing éstimates of enemy strengths
in this area too must be scalz=d down, All sources agree tkef
there are sbout 500 Japs 1n KIETA township and harbour area,
Estimates of tctal Japanese in the many small and scattered
gerrisons screening KIETA vary between 300 and 600, bub all’
sources report thet with thé exception of the WIDA garrison,

thought to number sbout 200, all garrisons nmumber less than
60 or 70,

There is greater evidence of weaknesd in fighting

- shrength and morale at KICT.\ than ab LULL TUIA, '



Recently the Japanese destroyed wholesale the
villéges and gardens of natives 1iving within five or six
niles of the town, ard'drove the natives as far into the
interior as they could, Motives were probably a combination
of fear of st1ll more daring attacks by the natives, fear of
native esplonage on behalf of the Australisn patrol
operating nearby, and desire to drive out of harm's way
& hogtile froublesome and to them, vseless native
population, '

T¢ raise the "siege" of tae 30 Japanese that matives
kave held bettled up at ISINT since 25 Dec, the Japanese sent
troops from 3UIF, instead of FAINO, which is only & few miles
north of ISINI, The track linkinr ;irese villages traverses _
mountainous country firmly held by “ostile, armed and savage’
natlives who are under the influence of the Australian patrol,
Conclusionswhich can be drawne-e thas the Japanese in KIETA
were uneble to zpare sufficlent troops for the big job of
forcing a relief party through the hostile mountains to
IS, or they were unwilling to incur the casualties entailed
and appealed to stronger forces at BUIN for help,

Heaction to the damtzing inroads into KIETA!garrison's
strength and resources by the Ausiralian patrol operating
from the CRCIN PRIECE RALIGE has been f2eble, and not at all
in keeping with the normzl tehaviovr of the Japanese, This
patrol has raised the natives to open revolt, 1nstigated the
¥illinz of scores of Japanese, and induced 35 Chinese and
hundreds of pro-Jap natives who were sup 17ing the Japs with
food; to desert,

It would be expected thet the Japanese would lunt
such & tro blesors party down relentlesasly, Instead they
nmade ore atiempt only with two parties of 20 and 30, Thede
Japs were stopped by a fewv shots from the patrol's scouts,
and at no time have they resolutely tried to find and attacxk
she patrol,

ix this conception of & weak and irresolute enermy
at KIETA it is hard to find a place fér a strong spirited and
well organised 45th Infantry Tegiment,
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FART I
OPERATIONS

TAYD - GUN AND ENEMY

FORTHEERN BOTGAINVILLE

The first contact with natives from BUKA was rndd
during the week, They state that the enemy bhere are few in
number and in poor condition,

" ‘The movement of enemy southward towards NUMA NUMA
contirues, a further 30, carrying stores, belng observed on
1 Jan, Scouts have reported that there are now no eneny at
SORAKEN, RATSOA and PORPORO, though subsequent to that report
approximately 30 returned to SORAKEN on 6 Jan,

From ATB sources it 1s learned that the last air
strike on TEOP I3SLAND destroyed the radio station and a large
range finder, killed two enemy, and caused the removal of an
AA gun, The Japanese 1n thls area have despolled all the native
gardens, "and 100 refugee natives are belng evacuated to
. TOROKIHK. Jurbers of ensmy are camped in the mangrove swamps
between TEOP IARBOUR and CAPE LIAVERDY,

To date the enemy perty reported to be on its way
to investigate the emergency landing strip bullt near AITA
to evacuate an Injured airman has not penetrdted to the strip,
KEMPEL are watching the area from PUSUGFA IIILL, The Japinese party
with rany natives reacted TE(VAIGEIA VILLACE on 2 Jan, Here,
the officer of the patrol was shot by natives, and the
remrinder of the patrol retired to the coast, On 7 Jan they set
out again for the emergency strip,

On 7 Jan, & party of one Indlan officer and 48 men,
presumably Psi from MATAYA, who have been working for the Japs,
evaded their guerds and wifh the assistance of some deserting
natives who had bezn working for the Jap RENPEIorganization,
made their way to an Australian patrol base, The men st present
are in bad confition, but will be evacuated to TOROKIEA when
it to travel,

These Indians reported that when carrying to IULA
YUMA they had learned the Japs sufferel heavy casuzlties from
Australisn artillery fire in the PZARL RIDGE area, Recent
bombings on Jap concenirations in Nortk BOUGAINVILLE had also
been costly to the Japs, In one attack 4C olfficers and men
were killed,

’ They confirmed previcus AIB and native reports that a
fairly general movement of troops fromx BUFA Islend ard orth
BOUCGAINVILLE to NUMA NUMA was in progress, and considered the
majority of Japs had already left those areas, iiorale of the
reggig}ng'Japs was very low, and many were in poor physical

co ion,

A further six enemy were killed by natives at
TEOPASTIO on 1 Jen,



-2

ANUH

in Australian patrol to SIPAAT on 1 Jan found 1t
unoccupieéd by the enemy and no indicatlon of Japanese in the’
vicinlity., Our forces have now moved in and occupled the erea/
ratrols on 6 Jan pushed further north, one approximtely four
miles up the coast and another, 1n1and tc SEPUKURA, (299381)
and THAKERA (258415), MNo enemy *wrere sightad,

PEARL. RIDGE

The éneny contvinues to offer strong resistence
to our advance, and all indications are tkat he 1s determined
to fight & typical delaying action in positions forward of
and eround Base Foint 3,

Contiruing the assault on PEART RIDGE on 31 Dee, our
troops after heavy fighting, cleared and occupiled a number of -
successive enermy positions on the ridge and the 'southern slopes.
In addition to & number of wespons captured, ” quantity of Australian
equipment was found ebandoned by the enemy, During night 31 Dec/
1 Jan, the enemy courber attacked strongly, but all attacls were
bcaen off, Hext day, our patrols combed IHAPL AIDGE for a °
distance of anproximately 1500 yards without making contact, It
was apparent that the enemy had withdrawn during the night after

his failure to diqlodge our forces, On 1 Jan, P2ARL RTIGE was
declared clear of the enemy. Twenty three Japanese were killed
during the three day operation, and amongst the equipment captured
were one I and thres 1308,

Fol® owing consolidation of PEARI. EIDGE, patrols were
1nmediately pushed forward %o locate the enemy's next strongpoint
and, on 3 Jan, & party of 12 aapanese was loéated on a knoll
apnroximately 40G yards north of PEARL RIDGE, The position was
later engaged with artillery, rifles, grenades and mortars,

& vacated enemy ambush wgs found apprcximately 500 yards
north of PEARL RIDGE and patrels on 5 Jan to'a further 300 -iyards
beyoad that point sighted no enemy, On 6 Jan, however, a patrol
contacted the enemy apnreximately 600 yards north of PEAREL RIIGE,
Gur troops attacled with moriar support but enemy fire from an
estimated 1 LM, 1°SIG and saven or eight rifles temporarily
halted the advance, Cur patrol was last reported dl:zzing in for
the night under protective 1ZG fire.

¢n night 6 Jan, the enemy with IMis and grenades again
returned totbinattack or our positlons on PEARL RIDGE, The attack,
which lasted four hours, was repulsed ‘and the Jhpanese broke off
the engagument shortly after mldnight,

Native polize boys dn forward patrols located an enemy
party of unknown strﬂnuth dug in on a feature approximately two
miles north of PTARL rnilGE, This 'position colincides with the
plotted lccation of BASE POIIT 3, To the south-west, contacts
have been made and defensive positions located in the area 1000
Yards north of the western extremlty of PEARL RIIGE,

On 7 Jan, our forces clashed with the enemy in
pgéigégns 2000 yards north of PEARL RIIGE, killing five arnd wound-
i ee,

Patrols in the area west of AR EILL north to PEARL
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RIDGEireported no signs of the enemy, The discovery of fresh
enemy thacks and continuance of small enemy sightings in the
area north of LITYLE GEQRGE IITIT, indicates that this area

is not yet completely cleared of enemy rermants.

JABA QIVER

Though no large scale counber attack has as yet
eventuated, the enemy continues to patrol agsressively
and contest every new fustralian adverce, ie has, however,
achieved 1ittle success and our troops are now established
ag far south as the mouth of the ADELE RIVER,

The <apenese continue to be active in the area between
the JABL RIV:R and the coast north of JiBA o 2 in which it is
estimated at-least 70 enemy still remain, in enemy position
manned by 20/30 Japaness was located and engage€d by one of our
patrols approximately 1 mile east of JiBA Ho 2, Two enemy were
¥illed in this initjal encounter, and another atidek, with
artillery support, was launched the following day. & vacated
enemy pillbox with 1 FIG, 1 LM and a pumber of rifles was
found approximately 600 yards ST of this position, Two of
our positions on the JA3BA TRATL approximately 2% miles inland
from the “coast werer attacked on 31 Dee, Both attacks were
repulsed,

On § Jan, &an cneny party was ambushed'at a log
crossing on the trail south from the JASA RIVIR, approximmtely
1000 yards from the river, 7ithout loss to ourselves, 14 enery
were kllled and two new LIGs captured, i

In the TUJU-TAVERA 2IVERS sector, an enermy party of
25/30 was contacted in the area approximately 1:- miles NE of
¥UPEST on 31 Dzc, and MOCRE JUNCTION, eprroximately one mlle
ENE »UPZEST was subsequently occupied by our forces arter
dispersing an enemy ambush,

Lpproximately 2000 yjards east of KUPBII, a further
arbush witk an estimated fire power of 1 LIG, 20 3iGs amd
riflea, vis engaged by our mortars, The enemy abandoned the
position, losinz one killed,

Patrolling kas continusd south and S from the
Taiuh RIVER mouth, Fourbeen enemy bodies were found on 5 Jan

" at the mavwth of thé ADELE RIVER, & further 13 enemy dead were

found the next day, Zeth groups of bocdies wor? found in areas
where our troops had previously clashel with Japs, In those
encounters ovr forces esbtimated they killed 18 Japs, but the
enemy cnsualties were in fact 27 killed, besides those wounded,

EIETA

The sitvation at KIETA shows 1llittle change wilth
continued open hoetility between the natives and the Japanese,
Tahe largest clagh occurred on 2 Jan, when a party of 100
enemy moving up from BUIll attempted to relieve & besleged enemy
garrison of about 30 near ISINA, The natives ambushed them in
8 pgorge, killed many, and dispersed the remainder,
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About 20C natives, Zneluding twe bos: boys who had been
working for the Japanese, and 35 Chinese, formerly residents of

LIETA, who escapad from internment arrived at TOROKINA during the
week,

_ From interrogetion of the natives it appears in recent
w:cks the Japanese have systematically robbed and despoiled
native gardens and villages within eight or ten miles of KIEIA,
After driving them from the villages they followed the natives as
far as théy dared into the hostile nativs territory in the '
foot hills of the CROWN PRINCE RAIGE, despoiling the new gardens,
to force the natives dapper into the interior. The boss boys
stated HQ 45 Inf Regt had moved from ARATA Flantation to RUMBA
village about 5000 yards south of APLTA Plantation, Enemy in the
district were mostly scattered in small perties, the largest of
which was about 60,

‘A Chinese merchant and e Cantonese, who had been
conscripted by the Japanese for labour in BOUGAINVIILZ, end’
until he deserted with the natives and sther Chinese in mid-
December 1944 had been cooking for a Japanese 1T unit stationed
on the main coastel track, supplied much valusble information.

Both agre-d that there were sbout 502 Japs between
TOBEROI Pt and ARATA Plantation, largest concentrations being 1Q0
a%v FOBULL Bay and 270 at RALEAZA PG,

TATAFASTT Labour Unit numbering 84 was at RATEAMA PE,
and atteched wera seversl Interpreters wio handled the 300 natives
whom the enemy employed at KIEZY, Those natives had now deserted
and were on their way to TCR0KINA, They and thé 34 Chinese had been
growing large quantities of food for the enerngy,

The Cantonese, who was on very friendly terms with
several Japsnese and was allcowed an unususl freedom, was emphatic
trat in the past eight months only 20C troops had been sent to i
re-inforce XLLi ITiMA, Those troops left I'IZTA about two morths ago,
About the same time a carrier line of 2C to 30 guarded by two
armed Japs made trips once & week from EUIN and passed through
KIETA carrying 84A, a little rice and hand grenades to LUMA NUMA.
The 1ine made eighf trips, and was scheduled to make three more,
bus the ninth was amhushed By hostile ratives who killed the '
escorts and stole the carzo, e was definlte that no other over-
land moverent of troops or supplies had talen place and he had
not seeén or heard of any movement by sea, The unit for which he
cocked, & MC Bn of a strength of 42, was scheduled to move to
BUIN on 15 Jan with 8 IIBs and 14 LICs i enough food and carriers
could be found for the overland journey,

Enemy barge trarffié at night on the 8UI RIVZR has again
been reported from this area, The area was patrolled next day and
10 drums of fuel were migsin: “rom the dump, There is no sign of
bomb damage in this aree,

A large cave, uséd as the energ'!s main air rald shelter,
bhas been located at HUKIFI, It iz almost bomb proof, but
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appears a good darlight target for Fili's,

Enemy casualties on BOTSAIIVILLE to 7 Jan 44

Filied 10187

=7 115
From unconfirmed sourcess

Killed 226

L IRETAYD

On 30 Dec, AIE patrols landed én SECAPIU and FULINUS
ISTAEDS and found them free of the enoemy, .n armed eremy native
patrol was contacted on neighbouring BAUDISSIX IS on 31 Dec,

NE: BRITAIN

The enemy has been reported in position astride the
road at ARFAIGURUP CR=ZZK with a forward post of four sentries
at "ILIGYAU CREEE (erea approximately 6 miles south of HEIRY
REID BAY), ATB ratrols operating further inland in the upper
reaches of the IP and MELKONZ RIVERS (south of FKANAKDRAII) found
no signs of recent enemy occupation,

On the north coast, native patrols along the PANDI
RIVER and south-west along the coast to FATATOGA (five miles
from ULAMOEA) reported the arem clear of the enemy, Houses and
gardens were practically untouched and indicatiéns were that
the Japgnese hed evacuated by sea from UANTANBU, At ULAMOHA
however, all bulldings were found corpletely demolished by our
alr attacks,

A former police boy who haa deserted the enemy at ~
RABATL and is row in our hands has stated that the C-in-C anrd
wilisns s T ghvernor of RABAUL and his second in command both
wear the badges of full generals, ard live in adjoining dug-
outs on the north west slope of OESERVATORY EILL, e also’
reports that the enemy had large dumps of gas in thé area, but had
stated that they would use them only in relafistion, All
Japanese troops carry respirators at all times and antl-gas
drill 1ls frequently varried out, Ier-2 quantities of poison
vine, possibly derris, were grown ard harvested at KERAVAT,

YEY CUILEA
BRCEEN WATER BAY AREL

Fnemy movement has rem2ined at 2 minimm, On 30 Dec,
native golice reported smmll Japanése forces at I'ACRABU and
LORGOYN, and a further 30 at BOSIANL, Armed ratives weré seen
near our perimetar at SAIGAM after nightfall on 4 Jan,

TOIG AREBA

Actlve patirolling has continued in ther area without
any §ubstantiael change in the situation, MIMAU and NIGIRA (1%
miles SE of MILAU) wreré reported clear of the enemy on 30 Dee,
and YAMBES hes now ~ ~3 occupled in csome strength by our foreces,
Patrols to the PEREMBIL ares located 37 enemy dug in overlooking
tracks from the south east and a further 50 on a ridge 500 yards
south eaat of the willage, PERELBIL was occupied by one of
our patrols on 3 Jan and held egainst an immediate counter
attack by approximately 40 enemy, fellowed by several further
attacks during "the night, Eleven enemy were killed during
these assaults,
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Smell sightings and killings continue to be made,
Thirteen enemy dead weee found ad TALUM, beliaved to be the
result of an air strike on 5 Dec, Several of the dead were found
to have full anti-malarisl equipment but their rifles were rusty,
An enemy party of unknown strength was attacked on 1 Jan by one

of our patréls approximately four miles east of JOMSAK and two
were killed,

A further 14 enemy ware killied in patrel claeshes on
3 Jan west of VWALUNM.,

DANEAP RIVER

Activity in the area has been confirad to extensiv:
patrolling with 1ittle strategical change,

The. Japanesé appeared in most strergth in the KATAPAU -
area wvhere, on 31 Dec, 30 were engaged and diSpersed by artillery

liext day, a further 20 were encountered, mine "of whom were killei
and four vrounded

Three hundred enenmy rifles were found by one patrol’
in the area between the wouth of DAIMAP RIVER end ROCKY CRZEK,

.

PLTIT.TPP THES

The pursuilt of enemy remnants and raduction of his
reminino strongpoints has continued, with Jepanese resistance
decreasing in 811 areas,

The two 4£1lied forces driving west and east along the
PALOMPON ROAD joined on 31 Dec, and & further force advancing
- the coast in the SIIAD BAY area
and occupied VILIABA and BALITI,

our troops are now clesing arowrd the only remining
enemy cnncentraftions on the north west coast,

MIITDORG
To enery ground oppesition has as yet been encountered,

On 1 Jan, 5liied troops landed unopposed at BOLGABONG -
on the central east coast, and at HALBURAO on the north west coasy

- MARTHDUQUE ISIAID

Followirg an uropposed landing, American forces have
occupied MARINDUAUE ISTAID (90 miles 8SE of. FAKILA),

SFA - OB

. Towerds the end of lov two submarinss were sighted of f
“TOODIARK ISTALD on a coursé which would heve teken them to these
wabters, Nowever nothing further was heard of these craft untll

9 Dec when & Greek.ship was fired on off CAPE JAFFA, 30UTH AUSTRALI,
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This was an isolated instance as the next attack took piace.

in the afterncon of 25 Dec when an Allied vessel was

torpedéed and sunk off MORUYA, approximately 180 miles south of
SYDNEY, On the same afternoon & Linerty ship was unsuccessfully
attacked two miles further south.

on°"26 Dec detectors indicated a submarine in the same
general sarea,
(First Awst Afmy Weekly Intelligence Summary No 137)
(c)AIR - QWM

BOUGAILVILLE

Co-ordinated sbrikes by boxb carrying Corsalrs led
in by Boomerangs were agein the highlight of air operations
over BOUGAINVILLE,

On 2, 3 and 4 Jan direct support was given to forward
units of our %troops south of the JABA RIVER ‘when Corsairs bombed
and strafed enemy concentrations at MAWARAKA, The first two of
these strile s were ®ith Tac/R indication of target and L/T
direction of bombing.

With the exception of 1 Jan 45, when weabher
prevented strilea, at least two Corsalr strils were made
against enemy corcentrabtions and camps evepy day during the week,
An enemy rut concentration at 940424 (1/63360 series) was again
atruck effectively on 3 Jan when 12 Corsairs led in by a
Tirraway, using smoke bombs %o indicate target, deéstroyed or
damaged all thea remaining huts visible in the area,

An enemy camouflaged staging post near OLD VIVIE, a
camp in TEARCUEI Plantation, gun positions on SOIANA ISIAMD,
dump areas arl suspected camps at MANOE and AVIS and a reported
7/T station at KADNO were all borbed and strafed during the
week, In addition to those targets a suspected barge unioading
point and dump area near i0ISURU was bombed and strdfed by 12
Corsairs on 6 Jan and again by 12 Corsairs on 7 Jan, A oot
bridge over the AMBUTUAI RIVER wa3 destroyed during these
attacks and pllots reported after the Tirst attack two smoke

" eolumns to 200 feet and duringz the second attack a large sheet
of flame In the dump ares,

Regular coastal armed recces were contlnued each dey
and opportunity tergets were attacked. On € Jan one 30 foot
barge thought to te carrying fuel off ATKIKT ISIAKD (mld west
coast SIORTLAND ISIAID) was hit and left burning flercely, On 7
Jan Corsairs on patrol scored hite or near misses on 2
heavily laden barges under trec: in TONOLETI YARBOUR,

=T BRITAIN

LT e B

TOBZRA Rubber pleataticn, where an airceraft park
and repair centre tave been reported, was accurately bombed
on 31 Dec by 42 medium bombers, A similar atiack was made on 5
Jan againat the suspected float plare park at TOBOI, After
this attack, smoke was observed to 1000 feet, -

Liberators, Bostons and Seauforta in small numbers
attacked 7ATCM village, CRATER Ferinsula, VATTAVOLO PIANTATIOL,
RALUM, RAEAUL Town and FAVIENG airfield,

) Torrel fighter patrols over the RABAUL alrfields and
armed recces around GEZEILE PENIKSUL: were maintained during the
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week, Armed recces had more than usual success with opportunity
targets, at least 9 trucks were destroyed and 14 darmged by

strafing, and a number of barges or smaller wiater craft, huts
and.builéings were destroyed or damaged,

¥ET IRELAND
On 3 Jan 26 Hitchells bonbed KAVITIG airfield cratering

the strip and or 4 Jan the same nurber of kitchells bombel
and strafed targests along the coast from IAMUSSOIG to PINIKUKDU,

Other alr operations over NET IREILAND were confined to

. small forces of medium and fighter bonbers on armed recces, These

missions resulted in & large rumber of minor targets being attacked,
¥EE7 GUINEA
- Bffectlve support has been given to the ground forces

in forwar3l areas, Bombing and strafing raids have materially

helped the ground troops in their advance,

(First Aust Army “Teekly Intelligence Surmary Ho 137)

CERAM « HALMAHERAS - CILIEBES -~ BORNTO
In the EALMAEERAS targets in the TASILE BAY area and

CALEIA armd LOLABDATA "mirfields have received most attention fron
our fighter bombers,

There has been no change worthyof note in our activity jf
over the CELEEES, GERAM or BCRIIEO, _ e

PEILIPTIXES

our aircraft have contimued frequent and heavy raids

against enemy airfields and shipping throughout the PEZILIPPINES
with perticular attention to ajrfields in the MAITTA area,
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l, SUENY 00B =~ TAKD

THE TOROKINA PASS GUARD ULIT

The first reference from ¥U and captured documents
concerning this Guard was obtained frem a P vho stated that
on 12 Sep 44 3 Coy of 81 Inf Regt was guarding the TOROKIIA
PASS 3 kilos to the north of SIOMAFAFA, and wag czlled the
TOROKINA GD UXIT; 5 Coy (ITO,Pl) was on zuard duty at
STOMAPARA,

“hen the Australian advance up the IUIA ITih trail
began 5 Coy at SIOFAPARA retired and reinforced 3 Coy at the
TOROETIA PASS GD UNIT, 5 Coy CO 1/Lt TSUJIMOTO became CO of
the unit with elements of 6, 7, 8 and 11 Cays, 2 Bn Gun P1,
2 Bn MG Coy and 2 Bn Tk/A Coy atteched, On 29 Nov 44 this
‘unit was 90 strong.

By 16 Dec 44 the cb UKIT strength had dwindled to
65 and had been pushed back on to ARTY RIDGE, 7 and 8 Coys were
= reported to have been annihilated but apparently this statement
1 _ applied only to the representatives ir the Cd Unit as there are
~ still elementz reporfed to be at Base Point 1,

ARTY RIICE was captured by our troops on 18 Dec
and the GD UNIT suffersd 25 kllled, £ wourded and 1 PY7 taken
by Allied forces, It then withdrew its forward elements to -
PEARL RIDGE where it disposed iis remnants, estimmted at 36,
in four comrarding positions, The Allied oifTensive continued
and PFARL RIDGE was taken by our forces on 1 Jjan and the GD
UHIT lost a further 23 men,

The remnants of the unlt, estimated at 13, have
probably now witkirawn to Base Point & where the next enemy
concentration 1s located,

38 IMB IR

Information from capbured documents and & Chinese
escapee I‘rom the LIETA area suggests that 38 IS has e forward
and rear I on BOUGAINVILLE,

A 37 I!B order dated 4 Dec, lssued at ITTMA KU,
instructed 81 Inf Regt GO and certain other officers to report
to IMB ™, This party were to depart from thelr present area
(FTUMA NUMA and EUMA “trail) on 31 Dec 44 in order to arrive at
IMB EQ by 15 Jan 45,

' The Chinese escapee from the KIETA area stated that
MaJ=gen KIJIIA, whom he knew as 3€ IIE CO, had visited KISTA
3 months ago and rcturned to 38 IMB M at’m

From P and docurmentary sources it is kmown that the
Japanese regard the journey from KUMA NUMA {o EUILi as 2 19
day trek,




10 CCY 3 ‘BN 81 I REGT
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A rezimentsl order dated 8 Dec 44 which gave details
of Bl Inf Regt dispositions stated that 10 Coy remained behind
at TARLEIR when 3 Bn moved forward to the IUMA NUIA area, :

A documert captured by Australian troops at SIFAAT on
3 Jan 45 set out tks organization of 1C Coy as at 17 Oct 45 and

again at 20 Oct 44,

Degpite reinforcement from the disbanded 53 and 54 Inf
Regt after the unsuccessful TA operation the Coy strength dwindled
from 4 officers &nd 170 men on 17 Oct 43 to 4 officers and 88

men on 20 Oct 44,
2. BieXY 00B - ATR

ZIELY TAND-BASED AIR STRBITE

Estimete of enemy land-based air strength in the

Tollowing areas 1s prepared on information to 28 Dec 44:-

CORPARRLT LVES

AREAS P 2XF SEB 2EB 7/3 F/F 0BSN TOTAL 20 Dec 14 Dec
GET BRITATH '
7 IRETATWD Yo details 13 16
SOLONOLS ) ‘.‘JF
FPEILIPPIIES : o
I'THDAIRAO . 28 10 14 14 3 69 86 135
VISAYAS 25 6 2 11 9 2 55 113 161
LUZOK 154 36 41 53 21 28 333 24), 382
: - : o7 4 53 T8 2 33 F57 2o T8
A}BOK~CERAM-
£ EB 0N~ ] 9 9 19 19
CELEBES - 26 17 4 15 3 8 7 81 a2 88
JAVA-BATI-~LO;BOK 9- 25 9 43 49 33
BORINEO . 45 19 8 22 12 6 112 118 205
TOTALS SWEL 278 87 65 3 82 46 702 721 1039

141

¢ Estimates do not include combat types assigned to operational

training units,

(COIC Situation Report Yo 362 29 Dec 44)

HOTE: The above estimate does not glve any details of eneny
air atrength in the KE7 BRITATIN.IEJ IRETAND-SOLOMOES ares,
It 1s considered that the following strength Is possibly In

that area:-

I

2EF  SaB

o=p F/E_ p/P  Oosh TOIAL

VE7 BRITAIN ;
LET IZEIAID ) 10
SCLOMONS )

8 2 20

(First Aust Army Teekly Intellls ence Summary ¥o 137)
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9. GENERAL

ENEVY ATRCRAFT TN RABAUL LREA

Until recently, the estimated enemy air atrength in
this area for some considerable time past was 12 alrerafk;

‘comprising float planes and observation planes,

Oon 9 Yov, however, there was a raid on MOMOTE
(ADNIRAITIES) by three aircraft at first reported to be 2
engin=d 'BETIY! borbers, and later identified as single-
enzined 'TONY! fighkters, This raild was the first Ior some
time, and 1t was considered that the ‘ralders were possibly based
at TRUK and staged In through RABAUL,

The first indication that this agsumption was
incorrect was an enemy broadcast in English on 10 liov when,
referrirg to the raidr the Jepanese stated that the raiders
had come from RABAUL “where the Japanese Air Torce had been
holding its strength in reserve,"

Iater, information was recelved of underground hangsrs
in the KERAVAT area and on 13 Yov it was reliably reported
that at least 60 planes were hidden in a ~lentation south east
of TOBERA airfield with re ckanies working on them, Other planes
in crates were reported to be stored under trees in CUNANUR
PLAFTATION, north east of the TOBFRA strip, and a further
possible hide-out along the road between the airfield and TCEA,

On 13 Nov a 23 twin-tall bomber (possibly & IKELL!)
apgroached tke WILLAUMES IZ¥INSULA (HOSKIUS area), from the NI
and strafed and bombed the area around IAXKE DAKATUA, It departed
in the direction of RABAUL, An unidentified plane over DYAUL
I?ngnlé(KAVIEﬁG area) was observed flying I'7 on the night
o ~14 ilov,

Interpretation of photographs of VURAFANAU, taken on
15 Fov, disclocad -an unstateg nurber of camouflaged fighters

in revetments, and adlitional servicéable fighters on the north
edge of KURAEA (SCUTIERY) PLANTATION,

A native report from TTIOHCGO iSLLID (OPEN BAY area)
stated that on 15 Yov a SE plane was seen .u —.or °n object
Into the sea between the island and OPEN BAY, That nigh
three unidentlfied planes strafed and bombed LCVOTE causing
miner casualbiles, )

At VUHAILMRU, on 19 Iov, 10 enemy planes were
observed on the strip, another one was seen tzzi-ing, and two
more were airborne,

A senior o6fflcer of the RNZATF stated labter in the month,
that in hls opinlon, the Jsg=2nese probably had up to 36 planes
in the RABAUL aree which coul? be empléyed for strile s asainst
TOROLIKA, and GREEN and EMIRAU I3IAIDS, Air Jorce Intellizence
also.intimated that the enemy planes at RABAUL, most of which
would probably be obsolescent types, may be used in sulcide
attack on Allied shivping in the ADNTIRALTIES,

Since the sightings at VUIAKAILY on 19 Nov, & number
of indlcations and sightinss of elreraft, mostly unidentified,
Irve been received, and a small strafing raic b7 2 SE plane
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on Australian positions at BATZE (JACLGINOT BAY area) was also
reported,

The indélcations and@ sightings reported were made
over GAZELLE PENINSULA, in the FOSKIFS, TIDE BAY, JACQUIKOT
BAY and ADMIRALTIES areas, and off the coast of ¥EJ IRZIAID,
On one occasion & Liberator, returning from a strike on RAPAUL,
was folloved to CAFE ARCEVAY by four probable SE ':EKE'! fighters
which made no attempt at interception, '

A native police boy, an cscipeec from RABAUL area
stated on 30 Dec that the Japanese had some pilots still af
HABAUL, and there were some planes hidden underground, The rative
also reported that the wings of six floatplanes at T0BOI
were removed in the daytime and often replaced at dusk when
flights were made,

In conclusion, it would appear that the enemy may’
shortly have from 30 to 40 operabiongl aircraft in the area,

consisting mainly if not solely, of fighters,

It is unlikely that this air strength will be jeopardised i
by attempting interception of large forces of Allizd planes
raiding the area, bBut will probebly be conserved and used for the
following purposes;~ ‘

(a) Bombing and st rafing attacks on Allied ground forces .
.. end installations, A

(b} Support of his sround forces defending the srea from
attack,

{c) Attacks or Allled shipping concentrations within their
operational radius,

(@) Interception of lone recomnmissence and raiding planes
and smgll groupa of aireralt attacking the area,

(Pirst Aust Army Teekly Intelligence Summery o 137)

JAPALLISE SEIR SUFNICimiey

& Japanese ration bag recexi!: orziired on PIARI RIDGE
throws an interesting light on enemy self surilcicncy, demousire'i=e
how he i3 solving the problem of providing opsiwifnnal
rations for forward troops by preserving garden produce,

The ration bag contained slices of sun dried carrot,
which were in good conditicn, sweet smelling and reasonably
palatable. Tl loss of carotene by sun drying is only about 207:
carrot slices so treaicd would therefore still contain a higk
vitimin & conbent and would be a sustaining and nourishing
sur»~lementary ration,

(3 iust Div Intelligence Surmary o 6)
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Ref Map

Insert

‘¥ap Ref

'RO7ARO 1 : 25,000

Remarks

¥T STUB3IIS
KARBODIL
TULOROPTIA
STOKES Ck

¥t FRY

PEAR Hill
BARTONS Knoll
BAKERS Brow

AMBUSE Knell
RADFORDS Knoll
WERDAS Knoll
VAIAPATA

586143
601141
589141
676102
6171335
6835124
67_'?125
683128
to
679128
680127
€72120
672122

679126

North branch from
676102 to 692123

and spur from 680127
running south west

on BAWABU Ridge
on BAWABU Ridge
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SURVEY OF SIGHIFICANT EVENTS

NORTH BOUGA DIVILLE

Australisn forces advancing north-along the coast have
8t11l not met any opposition, but have sighted Japs at PUTO,
Near this village mountain spurs running towards the sea
constrict the flat coastgl strip into a marrow bottleneck,
and provide favourable terrain for resisting our drive,

. Two native Teports indicate that the Japs may be attempt-
ing to move artillery south from the BURKA area along the
eagt coast track to NUMA NUML,

SOUTE BOUGAINV ILLE

From an undated, but apparently recently writien
document captured south of the ADELE RIVER on 11 Jan, it is
inferred that onegirty of reinforcements for the 13 Inf
Régt has reached the MAWATAKA gector from the SHORTIAND
Is, and another party was expected, There may be some
comnection between the arrival of these reinforcements and

the many reports of skid and foct marks on the south BOUGATNVIILE

coast near the PURIATA and HARI RIVERS between 20 MNov and 22
Nov 44, which wes a moonless period, During the current
period of no moon, early morning Tac/R has discloséd evldences
in the sand of further landings at the same places,

G ety
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OPZRATIONS

{(a) TAND - GJN AND ENEW

NORTEERN BOUWAINVIILE |

Evidence of enemy movement along the entire NE
coast of BOTGAIRVIILE and the east coast of BUKA contlnues
to accumulate. Aerial observers state that the rcad on the
east cofst of BUEKA shows slgns of recent use by vheeled
traffic, Pllots are convineed that tke pre-war motor rocad
from BUKA to RURI BAY is being used by wheeled traffic also.

On the night of 4 Jan, natlive scouts led approx
100 Indians out of the TENTIIBAUBAU compound past one sleeping
Japanese sentry and five sick Indian guards, Half of the party
was lost, and had to return to the camp before daylight, The
recovered Indians and nmatives are insistent that nearly all
SHALL BUEA Japanese have gone to IiUMA KUMA, and give further
confirmation of movement of all known supnlies in Horth
BOUGAINVILIE to that area,

AIB scoubs report the presence of numerous parties
of Japs numbering from 10 to 30 in various villages along
the coastal track between BUKA and NUMY KUKA, These new :
alghtings probably include parties on the move to NUMA NUIR,
In addition several parties were reportci to be still garrisonlng
some villages in North BOUGAINVILLE, but of those troops
g large number were sick and unable to walk, and others were
bootless and ill-clad, Less than half were armed, The largest
garrison was &n estimated 150 at BANIU, principally naval and
marine personrel who were previously identified in the IALUM
ares, A EC was located at TAUSI (approx £ mile west of
PORPORO), Mony pro-Jap nmatives in the northern area were
arming themselves wlth rifles of dead Jepanese,

Yetives from TEQP state there are now no enemy
on that Island, and tkat 25 Jap soldiers and 15 merines with two
heavy calibre wheeled guns are located in heavy timber apmrox
300 yds north of the bouniary of IKEDA's PLARTATION (on main-
land opposite TEOF),

N A mative rumour that a number of probable
rountain guns are being moved towards IBU is being Investigated.

NORTH-~¥EST BOUGAINVIILE

Australian patrols from the recently established base
at SIPAAT hdave now penetrated as far north as TSIMBA ‘on the
GENGA RIVER, and as farenatward "'as ARESI and TOTOKEI. Ko
opposition has been encountered,

On the outward journey, the TSIVBA patrol found signs
of récént enemy actlvity, estimated te be two days old, four
miles north of SIPAAT, and further indications of enemy
presence in the KURUR area, On the return journey two
enemy were encountered at RUKUSSIA on 10 &An, and one was
wounded by our fire, Fifteen minutes later, heavy rifle fire
wag heard to the nortk, No track could be found leading
to RUKUSSIA from the east,
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The patrols to AREST andéd TOTOREI reported.nq anemy
sightings, ™~

On 11 Jan, an outpost was estcblished on the north
bank of the SARIME RIVER mouth, and on 13 Jan, another force
rmoved north to occupy the arec near the mouth of the KURUR
RIVER, approx 1 mile scuth of RUKUSSIA,

PZARL RIIGE

Although there has besn no further determined enemy
offensive activity in this area, small enemy groups or
individuals contimie to approach our perimeter at night on
harassing missions, On night 8/¢9 Jan, two grenades were thromn
into one perimeter on PEARI RIDGE, and further "to the east, more
moverent was heard and two booby {'.raps set off, Ambush perties
and protective patrols around our positions reported no sign of
the enemy on night 10/11 Jan, though the following night, movement
was again heard on the western slopes of LITTLE GEORXGE HILL and
northern slopes of ARTY HILL,

Twoe cnewmy positions approx 700 yds and 1000 yds north
of PEARL RIIGE have been engagcd consistently with artillery and
mortars, and on night 7/8 Jan, haressing firs was laid down on
enemy positiansg on DAVIS ETIL (2000 yds north of PEARL RIIGE). On
the same night, sounds similar to ¥T - possibly a petrol driven
generator - were hcard north of PEARL RIIGE at an apparent distance
of 3/4000 wyds,

' ‘0on 9 Jan, a forward post was set up'500 yds north of
PEARL RIDGE, but was withdrawn three days later, ,

4 patrol returning on 12 Jan from the area 2000 yds
MIE of DAVIS IITIL reported cnemy positions, camp and pem onnel
arecad, and possible store dumps approx 150C yds north of DAVIS
STLL, This area is approx 300 yas W of the present plotted
positlon of Buse Point 3.

On 14 Jan, our oubposts on EKEZEARS RIDGE (2800 yds
south of SISIVIE) reportéd that the signal line had been cut and
2 length of wire removed,

o it has been learned from captured documents that the
TOROKINA PASS GUARD UNT?, forward of BASE PCIKT 3, had a strength
of 50 men on 7 Jan,

EWPRESS AUCUSTA BAY

Although the eneny coabinuves teo harass our troops
in &l1l areas and reming swift Lo reaclt (o any new Australian
g2ing, our forces have now established forward pozltioms at the
HUPAISAPAKTI RIVFR (1) miles south of the ADELE RIVEK), and patrols
have peneirated 5o within 200 yds north o7 HAVTARAEL | i feature
c¢f the week!s activity was the encmyfs first use of artillery
against Australlan troops In thls area,
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JABA RIVER

Since 9 Jan, there have been no sighkitings of enemy in
the area between JABL Yo £ and the JABA RIVER ard our patrols
have pushed south and also SE along the JABAL traill towards
NIGITAN,

-0n 9 Jan one of our patrols contacted an enemy
anmbush at 8¢7723 on the JABA trail and killed three, Lext day,
our patrol again advanced to the same point and after
artilliery fire was brought dowmn, the enenmy withdrew and our .
troops nmoved 500 yards further along the #wnod vithout further .
contact, A further clash occurred on 11 Jan, at 809720, when :
three Japs were killed,

On 11 and 12 Jan, patrols found recently vacated enemy
positions at 806715 and 815716 (approximmtely 2 miles inland
and on the JABA trail) whilst to the west on 14 Jan a further
vacated bivouac area was discovered at 790726,

Light enemy shelling, which caused no casualfies, wes
encountered in the area on li, 15 and 14 Jan,

" Two of the enemy parties contacted in this ares were
well equipped, and some were wearing sew rubber soled boots,
some studded boots, and were carrying pacls and blanle ts.

TAVERA RIVER

On 8 Jan, ar Australian force engaged a strong enery
position 1 miles east of the TAVERA RIVER mouth, killing
four of the enemy, After repulsing a determined enemy counter-
attack, our troops ‘gained more sround the following day, but
were agaln heid up, On 10 Jan, the advance was continued east
along the trail north of the TAVERA RIVFR, and a péint two
miles eaat of the mouth reached without opposition., Flooding
of the TAVERA RIVER temporarily halted our troops, but
patrollin,% was continued cn 12 Jan and an enemy position
gighted 22 mlles inland on the river,

Forth of the TAVERA RIVER, a patrol moving along
the MEIDAT track contacted an enemy ambush of epprozimately
2C men with 1 LM: near the river 2i miles ininnd, The enemy
withdrew when our petrol commenced an cutflanking movement,

] ‘An ANGAU petrol which crossed the TAVERA RIVER
1 miles east of the mouth and ‘moved south east, returned onr
10 Jan with 54 native refugecs,

On the early morning of 13 Jan, the enemy brought down °

‘artillery fire on the area around the mouth of the TAVERA RGVER,

Thirty shells were fired, most of them £alling into the sea,
Four failed to explode and no “casualtiles or damage resulted,

On€ enemy killed on the TAVERA RIVER during the day

was well equlpped, and were on the sleeve e red triangular patch
paint downwards, belioved to be the badge of the 6 Division,

ADELE RIVER

On 10 Jan an Australian force crossed the moutl of the
ADELE RIVER and came under fire from an estimated weapon atrength
of 1 HM:, 4 LMis and severel rifles, Our tdoops reburned after
inflicting an unknown number of casualties,
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The following morning, the enemy made his first use
of artillery in this area, firing four shells from a single
gun into our perimeter north of the ADELE RIVER mouth,

At 0800 hrs on the same day, supported by HMis,
mg/A guns and artillery over open sights, an Austraiian force
cross“d the ADELE RIVHi by barge and swiflv eliminated small
pockets of resistance, By midday, two other forces had crosged
the river by the same mzans, Six enemy were killed during the
action, end four more have so far been fourd dead presumably
from shelling. Documents and equipment wwere captured,

On 12 Jan the advauce scuth was continued at 1200 hrs -~
following a heavy air strike, At 130C hrs the enemy brought
dan arti.‘llery fire on our poslitions along the beach north of thé
ADELE RIVER, & total of 4% shells, 1S of which falled to explode,
were fired and many landed in the sea, Imrassing fire was put
dovm later in the day, causing no danﬂge or casualtles,

In 2 few hours, our forvard elsments had reached the
monbh of the HUP:;ISJ:PANI RIVER (1) mik s south of the ADELE
RIVZER}, A pa ,rol gent forward contacted at least fivé piliboxes
and miny tree snipers, and killed three of the enenmy, On the left
flank, the 4dvz1nce wa3 continued to a los crossing of the river
anproximtely mile inland, Enerny reac tion to this new edvance
was swify, our ferward elements being again twice sngaged with

artilk ry fire, Patrols during the afternoon made no contact,
and a firm base nas now been e"tabl"shed at the ADELE RIVER
mouth, Throughout the day, our artillery attempted to locate the
eneny guns, es‘aimated to be 75 mm pieces,

On 14 Jan, an Australian patrol crossed the HUPAISAPANI
RIVER and penetﬂaéed to within 200 yards of HAWARAFA wilthout
sighting any eneny.

KIETA

The enemy force which came from BUINl to relieve the 40
encny besieged at ISINA since 25 Dec is still being fought by
the natives, who have captured a quantity of grenades, clothing
and bocts,. Ar zttempt to grenade the Japenese wss unsutzessful
as the enemy is .duy in inside native houses,

Allicd scouts retvrning from RIZZO0INE BAY report that no
nstivés in the area bebween KIETA and KOROMIRA are asz=isting the
enemy, though-all ratives in the Mt SUGARLOAF - Mt NEGROHEAD area
are s+vill pro-Jagancse,

Japanese who completed garders at ORAMTI and built slit
trench defences around the area at the junction of the SIPURU-

MORONT road four monibs agu have deserted the outpost because of
nstive noaabilities,

On 12 Jan, 40 enemy were reported on the rosd betwenn
CHYPURO and UPEI.

CHOISEUL

On G Jan, a large number of Japanese was seen landing ot
STPASAT from to barges, while a third barge landed others on
KONDAKANTIHBOKO, A1l three barges were seen crossling the ba'y
together from TLRTKUKUVA &t the mouth of the SUT RIVEP ;
south of POROPORO, Both islands are approximately 2 anci mile
respectively off shore in CHOISEUL BAY, and it is possible that

this movement may be an oubtcome of the recent Allied gsir strikes
&% POROFOCRO
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" Encny casualbticr on BOIGATMVILLE to 14 Jani-

Killed 10279
Y 115
Tounded 72
from unconfirmed sources: :
¥illed 231

(0f the wounded’ figure, 8 have been reported in
Sitreps from 5-14 Jan, and 64 in capturzsd documents
from 22 Nov)

NEJ BRITATIN

It has been reported by LIB scouts that the Jamnese
have withdrawn from MANGURUS CRETSK and WAIGHAU JREEK, The
r2in eneny position rerains at KALAT PITHN area and senbries
have been observed on the lower reaches of the YELKONG RIVER,
There 1s no sign of enemy beach patrols south of KAIAI, and the
area MILIM to IP RIVER is all clear,

On the north coast, A11i2d forces landed unopposed
at Bi Ei and LOLOBAU ISLAND on 13 Jan,

nET CULEA

BROKEN TTATIR BaY

Eneny activity remeins slisht, On 6 Jar, an Australian
patrol occuplied BOSiAY and smll cneny partiés were observed
moving around the perimeter during ths night,

A party of armad natives wvhich at tempted to penetrate
onr perimeter at ANMAIBERG withdrew when fired on, & pdfrol
to GOCMBT in the AHNANBERG area reported no eneny seen,

YAMBES

After overcoming determined resistance, LCTER PEREMBIL

| was occupied by our forces on 6 Jan, Eight enenry were found dead

as-a result of air attacks, On the same day, natives reported
60/70 Japanese still in the LOYER PEREMBIL area, 60 at ASILING,
and 30 at SAMISATI, ATIB reports that the énemy is in strength
in the NUE, TATIMBA, MBRAS and HAI areas, A patrol dmbushed and
k¥illed 20 eneny In the 'vicinity of VALENDE on 8 Jan,

On 9 Jden, the enemy was reported to have moved from

" ASILING and is now concénirshed at BOMBISIMA , SAMISAT vas occupied

by our forces on 11 Jan, tkcugh the previous day, 80 Jepanese
were reported in that vicinity,

DANMAP ATVER

Althouszh the enemy is oiffering increasing resistance
in this area, our forces have continued to advance eastward
along the coest, On 6 Jan, suppertzd by ertillery, aircraft and
tanks, Australian troops occupied two snemy positions scuth of
MATAPAU VIZTAGE, and subseguently captured CAPE DJERUAN, The
advence wac continued during 7 and 8 Jan, but is being limited
by narrow lincs of dpprozch, The enemy 1s belleved to have
reinforced the area,

Elsewhere in the sector, Australian pafrols have been

active with few enemy sightings, A probable Jap medical centre
was found in the area south of the mouth of the DANMAP RIVER,
where seventy graves and the remains of 40 -cnemy were observed,
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~ PENINSULA sterting fires,
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On 9 Jan, a patrol contacted and killed fouwr Japanese
who were washing in a crcek approximptely one mile SL of KALIN,
One was wearing the badges of rank of a Lt-gen, and another those
of a full Colonel, Good quality clothing and other articles found
in a hut nearby appear to confirm them as being high ranking
officers, thougk no confirmtion of ranks or identity has been
found in documents, maps and personal effects found on the bodles,
From the position of the encounter, it is thought most 1lilely
that the senjor officer was Lt-gen MANO Goro, Comd 41 Div, and the
other Col MARA Masahiko, Comd 237 Inf Regt,

AIR -~ OFF

BOUGL TV ILLE

Co-ordinated strikes by Corsairs led in by Tec/R aircraft
wvag the min fedture of alr operations over BOUGATIVILLE area |
during the week, Corsairs effective®y supported™ ground operations
in both the JABA RIVER and IU¥. X% trail arees,

On 8 and 9 Jan eneny defensive positions north of PEARL
STGE in the PIATERLPATA area were borbed at the request,of
ground troops. Bording in beth instances was reported as accurate, N

Direct support was provided in the JABA RIVER area on
four successive days from 10 tc 13 Jan inelusive, /. suspected
enemy Bn or Regt E) near MOSIGETTA wzs accurately bombed and
strafed on two occasions, En¢my positions at LiU.RAEL: and NIGTITAN > g
were also effectively borbed, Many huts were deéstroyed in these
attacks and the arcaa blasted by depth charges,

Villages in N7 BU¥A which were reccntly reported to be
occupled by some 302/400 Jdaps tave been hymbed and strafed
resuliing in a-proximately 30 huts being destrsyed or daraged and
one large explosion with column of black smole , :

Bivouac areas near RORCVANX BAY were attacked on 9 end
11 Jan and 12 Corsairs bombed & reported Jap camp at the base of the
EKISTA PENINSULA on 10 Jan and 14 Jan, Four Corsairs borbed and strafed
& suspected headdguarters of a kigh ranking Jap officer in the
ASITAUT area at 738340 (1/63360).

Targets at POROPORO and on islands in CHOISEUL BAY were
borbed with unobserved resuits,

The regular daily armed recces and dawvn and dusk patrols”

were maintained and a number of minor targets bombed and strafed, r
A group cof approximately 30 huts west of KALIN (FAURO ISIAMD) were strafed,

NE7 BRITAT

Heavy and medium bonbers basgsed at MDZAB have made daily
attacls on bivoumnc and plantation areas on the east coast of GAZELLE

. On 7 Jan 18 ajrcraft bombed the suspected float plane base
at TOBOI.

Corsairs bombed the radar station at TOMAVATUR causing
damage to Installations and attacked tergets at RALUANA POINT,

Deily RABAUL patrols were maintained by Corsairs, Eight

large cances and three whaleboats filled with Japs were caught by
these patrols on 10 Jan, The cenods were sunk by bombing and the
vhaleboats strafed with an estimated 60 Japs killed,
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NE7 IRELAND

Main targets "attacked in this areas were at KAVIENG,
NAMATAMAT and BCIPOP. Stores were destroyed when Venturas bombed the
bivouac areas ot BOM and EBATABU, '

Other air activity wa3s confined to dally armed reconnalssances
by medium and fighte?® bombers, and numerous targets of a minor
nature were attacked, :

HATMYAHERAS - CELEBES

Fighter bombers attadted numercus targets throughott
these areas including alrfields, dumps ard personnel aresas,

PHILIPPINES

: Attacks &n airfields and enemy L of C were maintained
on & heavy scale, Principal targeéts were the airfields at MANITA
and rail comunications in LUZON, Sevéral locomotives and a
number of freight cars were destroyed,

ATR -~ ENEM

- In the PHILIPPI.ZS nrea a gserious and important
development in enemy air operations has been the revival on a
relatively large scale of "suicide" crash tactlics in attacks
against sllied convoys, ’ :

In attacls on Allied’ convoys and shipping off MINDORO
on 4" Jen, enemy planes crash-dived on and blew up an ammnition
ship, and other planes fired an escort carrier off PATAY,
The carrier was subsequently sunk by Al.imd destroyers, These
operations were followed at down and in the forenoon of 5 Jan
by despérate suicide crash atiacks on twa convoys off the
VISAYAS, In these attacks, 17 to 19 vessels, so far -
principally warshiga haove been reported hit by the crashing
planes, Demage sus ained has varied from that of a minor nature
to serious damage and one vessel sunk, Fighters, torpedo
bomvers, dive bonbers and two-engine bombers were among the
attacking planes, This type of attack may become a factor
of strategic significance for, although an act of despair, it has
proved itself the most economical weapon against major Haval crare,

(Adapted from First Aust Army Weskly Intelligence Swmmsry
Yo 138)
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PART IT
ENEMY O0B -- TAND

POSSIBLE REINFORCEMENTS FROﬁ SHORTLAND Islﬁnd

Since Nov there have been several indications that
personnel and/or stores have been landed along the south coast of
BOUGAINVILLE between the PURIATA River and MOILA Point.

Poot tracks and skid marks, which.appeaPed to have been
made by dragging boxes over the sand and by boats, were sighted
leading from the heach to the jungle near the mouths of the
PURIATA and HARI Rivers. The frequehcy of skid marks and reports
that the main L of C road between RUNAI and BUIN was unserviceable
lead ©o a deduction that the Japs had established & barge L of C
between BUIN and the TAI TAI and PURIATA arcas. There is now
evidence that some of these movements may have ineluded the land-
ing of reinforcements from SHORTLAND Islande Grounds for this
deduction are contained in a document captured on 11 Jan and
thought to have been writien by an srtillery commender, or a Bn
commander or 13 Inf Regtl commander:

"I do not know the present situation and plans of our army.
Even though there have been many reguests made on the inf-
antry situation{ there have been no reportss I do not under-
stand. the enemy's plan. The entire personnel of the Coy will
defend the position to the las% man. The second group from
SHORTLAND has not yet arrived and we ere in difficulty. I
stated this opinion t0 the Bn CO for cooperation with the
Intention of using has7y APLY 2eaes! '

Previously troops have “een moved from SHORTLAND and
FAURO Islandsas reinforcements for forward areas. The 2 Bn 4
South Sea Garrison Unit was transferred to the mainland for the
TA Operation and subsequently returned to those Islands.

Enemy forces on SHORTLAND, FAURO, BALLALE and OVAU
wers estimated at 2,800 on 1-Jan 45,

. The infantry elements consist of L South Sea Garrison
Unit and a company of SNIP with a total estimated strength of
1400, The remainder of the troops in the island group comprise
mainly Naval AA and coast defence units.

JAPANESE ARTILLERY IN MAWARAXA - HOSIGETTA -~ PURIATA
kiver AREA

Following is a survey of known information on the Jap-
anese artillery potential in the area facing our troops in the
JABA River sector.

A captured 17 Army Plan Tor the withdrawal from the
TOROKINA attack of Mar Yy, disposed artillery forces SE of the
perimeter (SAUA River erea) as follows:=-

One artillery battalion
€ne medium artillery battalion

One 105 rm howitzer company
One Machine Cannon company,

and in the JABA ~ MAWARAKA - MOSIGETTA area:

One artillery pattalion.
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The units believed implicated in this plan were:-

1 Bn 6 Fd Arty Regt

2 Bn 10 Indep Min Arty Regt

1? Bn 4 Med Arty Regt

Indep 105 mm How Unit of & Fd Arty Regt
1 Indep or 23 ¥Fd Machine Cannon Coy.

The forece in the SAUA River area haes since been withdrawn
and its location is unknown. Between May and Jul, the 17 Army re-
organisation, involving the absorption of a number of weak units,
took place. Although there is no confirmatory evidence, it is
possible that 10 Indep Mtn Arty Regt and 4 Med Arty Regt have
lost their identlity and been absorbed into 6 ¥d Arty Regi, under
which thelr estimated strength and equipment azj; at present carried.

A Qdefence plan dated 15 Nov ULl covering the area JABA
‘River - MOSIGETTA - PURIATA River disposed the artillery units
as set out in the tsble below. The number of guns in each area
was not given In every instance and estimates have been made to
i1l the gapss

JABA Area Unit: Portion of 3 Bty 6 Fd Arty Regt

Guna: L1 70 mm Bn Gun
1 75 mm Mtn Gun; on coast

MAWARARA Units: 2 Bty 6 Fd Arty Regt
Area Portion of 1 Bn 6 Fd Arty Regt
Med Arty Pl

Guns: L 75 mm Mtn Guns (2 on coast, 1 at MAKATOWA,
1 unlocated)
1 75 mm Regtl Gun (on coast)
2 150 mm Howitzers

PURIATA River
Area Unit: 1 Bty 6 Fd Arty Regt

Guns: Tentatively estimated at
3 75 mm KMtn Guns

PIKEI - Unite: 13 Inf Regt Cun Coy

KHEIVO - 13 Inf Regt Tk A Gun Coy

HOZAN 13 Inf Regt 2 Bn Gun Pl
' 13 Inf Regt 3 Bn Gun Pl

Guns: Tentatively estimated at
3 37 mm Tk A Guns
L L7 mm Tk A Gun
3 70 mm Bn Guns
35 75 mm Regtl Guns

East of MOSIGETTA
(in raeevve at
UYMETRON" ) (RABE
Ares)
Unit: Part 1 Bn 6 Fd Arty Regt

Gun: Tentatively estimated at
1 75 nm Mtn Gun

Based on the sbove figures it is estimated that the
enemy has in the JABA River - MOSIGETTA - PURIATA River area the
following guns:- ,



Calibre No. Type ‘Range (yards)

150 mm Howitzers 2 s L5230

75 rm Min Guns 9 iy 9000

75 mm Regtl Guns 3 L1 70CcQ

70 mm Bn Guns L 92 max 3000
effective 1500

47 mm Tk A Gun 1 0l 5500

37 mn Tk A Guns 3 oL max 700
effective 800

97 max L40Q

effective 600

In addition to the mbove, the following weapons may be
on strength of 1 Bn 6 Fd Arty Regt in this area:- |
81 mm Mortars L Type 97 3000 yavds a%prox
105 mm Howitzers 2 Type 91 11500 yavrde

- This estimate, being based on information prior to Sur
advance south of the JABA River, does not take into sccount any
possible redisposition of artillery or reinforcements,

Their are unconfirmed reports that a mathxn%ﬁxaeven
of the guns are unserviceable. :

TATOF ISLAND GARRISON UNIT

The TAIOF Island Garrison Unit, according to documents
captured from 11 Coy 81 Regt on PEARL RIDGE, was responsible for
the defence of MADEHAS, TAIOF and KATITT (TANWOA) Islands. In
Sep L&y it wes composed of :

11 Coy 81 Inf Regt

Pl Gun Coy 21 Inf Regt

Pl Tk A Gun Coy 81 Inf Regt
Pl P4 Arty Biy

with a strength of approximately 200.
- Captured ecuipment tsbles reveal almost normal holdings

(including reserves) of sammuntion for most types of weapons held
by the garrison. On 25 Sep Ll its main weapons and aimmuntion were:

%ﬁéées 93 ; 176000 rounds
HMGs 2 95000 rounds
Grenade Discharger:
9 3860 rounds
47 mm Tk A Guns _ 3 600 rounds (AP and HE)
70 mm Bn Guns A 1455 rounds
75 mm (Type 41)
Regtl Guns 2 L50 rounds
75 m (Type 28) .
Fd Guns 2 LOO rounds

Of the rifle end I¥G ancouns tion 137CC0 oat of 176000
are 7.7 mm, and the only wsoioas held by the TALOF Island Garri-
son of that calibre were 20 rifles. There were slight deficienc-
jes in €_.53 mm and 75 mm ammunition. Of the weapons reported as
tested in the documents, all werve in good condition (25 Sep Ll ).
One report shows that four out of 17 75 mm shells (Type 383 were
duds.

The presence of 17 mm Tk A Guns in NORTH BOUGAINVILLE
was hitherto unknown and raises the possibility of additional
47 mm guns at the disposal of 81 Inf Regt on the mainland.
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Other items of equipment held by the garrison were:-

1 Type 87 Arty Light Observation Vehicle
124 Type 93 Zand Mines
6 Type 99 Magnetised AP bombs.

About 7 Oct, 11 Coy was ordered to NUMA NUMA and approx-
imately 30 of them 301ned the TOROKINA PASS Guard Unit on ARTY HILL
and PBARL RIDGE. According to a PW of 11 Coy, only 43 men under
1 Lt NOMURA were it to travel, the. remainder being left behind.
The -SAA carried by 11 Coy on its move was far below the normal
gcale, but grenade discharger shells and grenades carried were

n 8XCEeB8,

This prisoner's statement that all artillery pieces were
left behind on TAIOF Island is confirmed by captured ordnance
transfer lists. These guns and a large percentage of equipment
and ammunition were transferred to 2 Lt KAWASAKT Akira, Pl Comd
of 81 Inf Regt Gun Coy, who apparently now commands the TAIOR
Island Garrison Unit.

Tac/R reports and photographs dated 11 Jan L5 reveal
pillboxes, well worn tracks and general activity on TAIOF and
KATITJ Islands generally conforming to the Japanese defensive
layout shown in a captured map dated 18 Aug ll.

ENEMY 00B - AIR '

ENEMY TLAND-BASED ATR STRENGTH

Estimate of enemy land-based air strength in the following
areas is prepared on information to 4 Jan 4h:-

) COLPARATIVES
- P 2EF SEB 28%B ¥/B F/P OBSN TOTAL 28 Dec 20 Dec
DEALIPPINES
MINDANAQ 2b 15 1 16 5 75 69 86
VISAYAS 12 62 g !35.1 Hg 2 L7 55 %113
LUZON 1 11 21 2 3
_ 1% 66 U8 & B4 2 B O
mon-cm-g
BOEROE 9 9 S 19
CELEBES 18 17 L 11 3 15 7 75 81 82
JATA-BALI ~LOMBOK 9 25 9 L3 L3 119
BORNEO 52 19 8 25 12 3 119 112 118

FORMOSA-RYUKU 89 L7 55 551h 68 15 343 - -

. e  mae e e w . eeRemm——— e 4 see—.

TOTALS 398 164 202 22 17 185 53 1243 702 708

# Estimates do not include combat types assign.d to oyerational

training units.
(CoIC Situation Report No 5/45,

5 Jen L5)
In the NEW BRITAIN~-NEW IRELAND-SOLOMONS area, it is considered
that the enemy air strength is as follows:-
. . COMPARATIVE
F 2FF SEB 2EB F/B F/P 0BSN TOTAL 28 Dec
NEW BRITAIN
NEW IRELAND 12 8 2 22 20
SOLOMONS

(PFirst Aust Army Weekly Intelligence Summary No 138)



Tl

3, IDENTIFICATIOHS

6a

9.

IDENTIFICATION FRCM JAPANESE FIELD CAP

. On 10 Jan }}5 a Japanese field cap was found by a poivo:
in the TAVERA River area. Intaresting features noted include

(i) Triangular cloth patch in front
(ii) '™wo silver stars on right side
(iii) Luminous disc on rear.

The significance of the markings, stars and patch is
assumed to be as follows

(1) Two stars - Rank - 1lst Lieutenant
(ii) Characters beneath stars - Name -~ NAKAHATA
(iii) Triangular patch (ref War Infm Cireunlar 937) -

3rd Regt of Division - 3, 7 or 11 Coy, and
possibly 3 Bne

In this case probably 11 Coy, since 11 Coy 13 Inf Regt
is kxnown to be in area.

(iv) Luminous disc -~ worn by officers and liCOs for night
patrols.

The atove conclusions are borne out hy a captured
Jap diary whaich reporied the death “n action of 1 L{ NAKAHATA,
of 11 or 12 Coy, 13 In? Regl, in the same vicinity on 26 Dec Ll
EQUYPMENT

ttached as Appendiz 'A' is an article on the "Japanese
Yellow Dragon Type Flare.¥

GENERAL
TREATISE OF DIRYY_CLOIHES

Captured on SAIPAH wias a decument giving the findings
and conclusiohs by one Commander HAYASHI_of the Japanese Naval
Medical Corps, on the subject of saitors! soiled linen. The
Commander spent a year with the Jepanese Pleet making his re-
searches and studies on this subjects Sample findings and con-
clusions:-

“In the case of drawers, the seat gets dirtiest,
followved by the knees and thighs in that order."

"Considering the seasonal effect, it appears that
shorts ard drawers get dirtiest in the summer and
autumn, in that order, Socks, however, get dirtiest
in the summer and spring.’!

IPhroughont the four ssasons the shirts of cooks,
Tiremen and g:.:sal dnty perscnnsl show a remarkably
high- éegree ¢f soiling, This is alsbd true of their
rocks, which in ths cate of barbers, radiomen, and
nurses shoy 8 low dzzree cof soliing:"

..the sciling of socks is particularly great in the
case of the soles, which get approximately 1.5 to 1.8
times as diriy as the uppers."

General conclusion rearhed by the learned commander:-—

"The progress of soiling is generally proportionate
to the passage of time and is cumulative in affect.

(Pirst Aust Army Weekly Intelligence Susmary No 138)
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PART I3I
TOPOGRAPHICAL

Attached as Appendix 'C! is topographical information
and smendmenis to place names on BOUGAINVILLE Island,

PART IV
OTHER FRONTS

LUZ0N

Attached for interest and as a guide in following the
PHILIPPINES campaign is a map of LUZON,- Appendix 'B'.

Z .Fllkéli.é( N~

: (E H WILSON) Lt-GCol
DISTRIBUTION as for Summary No 7 General Staff

'PIUS 3 Aust Div 1 sdditional copy

LESS AMERICAL Div L4 copies
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JAFANESE PARACEUTE FLARE YELLON DRAGOK TYPE

1. GENERAL

(a) The Japanese "Yellow Dragon" Flare 1is used in conjunction

with the Type 89 Grenade Discharﬁer or the 10 Year Type
Flare Discharger, It 1s contained in a2 plain metal

cylinder approximately 50 mm in diameter and 160 rm long.

The 113 of the container has two square depressions on
the uppsr surface, Wben extracted from the container

for use the flare conslsts of a cardboard cylinder 48 mm

in diameter and 157 mr long with a wide yellow band at
the top, Attached to the base is a brass container
housing the percussion cap and propelling charge. The

metal container within the cardboard cylinder contains the

flare mixture, which, with the parachute, is expelled

from the flare housirg by the expelling charge, which also

iznites the flare, The flare drifts on the parachute,
enitting a bright yellow light and yellow smoke,

(b) A sectional drawing of the flare is attached,
2, COMPONENTS AlD FILLINGS

) The total weight of the flare i3 296 gms, The
propelling charge 1s an ordinary black powder containing
approximately 75% potassium nitrate and 259 of 2 mixture
of charcoal and sulphur, The delay fuse consists of a
cotton cord impregnated with asphalt end black powder.

The flare composition is of the "Bengal Fire" type
and is of the following composition:-

Atseniec Disulphide 43,15
Sulpbur (by difference) 23,1

. Potessium litrate 33 ,3%
Cther Inorgenic raterial 0.1%

Koisture 0,45
100.0%

o, TRANSIATION OF MAREINGS

A translation of the Japanese markings on the side
of tk= flare glves the following information:-

Long distance Daylight flare Yellow Dragon
Colour of smoke =~ Yellow

Colour of flare - Bitter Orange

Signalling distence -~ 8,000 metres

(Adapted from LHQ Technical Intelligence Summary lio 2)

| Lo



186 _mm
157 mm

YAILOW BAND

MARKINGS TRANSLATED

"LONG DISTANCE DAYLIGHT
SIGHAL"

WWELLOW DRAGON"

"COLOUR OF SMOKE =~ YELLOW"

"COLOUR OF FLARE -
BITTERORANGE"

SIGNALLING DISTANCE -
8000 HETERS -
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APPENDIX "¢ TO

HQ 2 AUST CORPS
WEEKLY INTSLLIGENCE
SUMMARY No 8

TOPOGRAPHICAL INFORMATTON

Refmaps: BOUGAINVILLE ISILAND 1 Inch to 1 Mile Series
" " 1 : 25,000 Series
" R I Miles to 1 Inch Series
n ] XIV Corps 1 ¢ 20,000 Series

TRACK INFORMATION
PURTIATA RIVER 1 Inch fto 1 kile.

Track from MOSIGETTA mapref 883474 to KONANA 818513
to BARARA 8541182 to KIA RAE 868482 is reported jeepable.

Track from 800598 to 884576 (MOSIGETTA avea) well
worn but iz’ excellent condition.

Track from SAVELE 956653 &dong north branch TAVERA
RIVER to SISIRUAI 880634 -to 832640 to RAURARO 604598 to
MOSIGETTA reported jeepable.

HOTUPENA POINT & PURIATA RIVER 1 Tnch to 1 khile

Track MAWARAKA to MOSIGETTA to 885539 is reported
Jjeepable.

VITO 1 Inch to 1 Mile- .
Road PAURA-TORIANA-ATAMO doces not exist.

Road MAINUKI-ATAKO should be 2600 yards east or
position shown on map.

KOWARO 1 : 25,000

Track from 674110 to 672113 - 3 ft track, very
steep with steps.

Track 672113 to 672115 - stesp and winding, heavy
juhgle, visibility 10 yards.

Prack 678130 to 666134 - well defined.

Track 666134 to 665135 - follows razorback.

Track BAWABA RIDGE to creek 674116 steep with
occasional stairs., Creek approximately 20 fest wide, ankle

deep, fast flowing,

Tpack from creek to MARTIN'S KNOLL 673110 ~ steps
full distance.

Track from 682116 along NUMA NUMA TRAIL to 669119
+to RADFORD'S KNOLL 672120 very muddy, very hard going.

Track from 679115 to MT DEACON,685109 in good
condition.

BOUGAINVILLE ISIAND I Miles to 1 Inch _

North Sheet. Any reference to SAILO ROAD refers to road
between SORUM (north tip of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND) and
RURI. (Souree AIB). = .

South Sheet. ppack Prom TARKI to KIETA well used.




RIVER CROSSINGS
PURTATA RIVER 1 Tnch to 1 Kile

At mapref 911683 there is a shallow ford. River
banks firm and shelving gently.

At 89868? river fordable. One foot deep, 25 yards

wide, stony bottom, shelving banks.

AITARA 1 Tnch to 1 Mile
HONGORAI RIVER 912338 ~ mouth 25 yards wide,

2 fest deep., Numerous sand bars; depth at sand bars 12
inches.

At 940367 wire rope across river, anchored to
tree each side.

. At 928330 river mouth crossable, blocked by sand
ars.

HART RIVER 98830h - log crossing.

OGORATA RIVER 017283 - sand bhar blocks river nmouth.

Above sandbat river widens to 4O feet. Fairly deep.

CAPE MOLTKE 1 Inch to 1 Kile

UKUAKANA RIVER 347152 -~ crossing 6 feet deep,
fast flowing. )

ATSINIMA RIVER 462069 - crossing easy at low tide.

t high tide river is 6 feet deecp and fast flowing.

TSINALUTU RIVER 300172 - impasssble at mouth at
high tide. Easy fording 200 yards upstrecam; 3 feet deep
and 60 yards wide.

KUREBA RIVER 416110 - L feet deep, slow flowing.

At 362132 creek {not shown on map) 10 yards wide,
fast £lowing, 5 feet 6 inches deep at high tide.

TAURI RIVER 317162 100 yards wide, L feet deep,
slow flowing.

LARUMA RIVER 1 : 20,000

e

LARUKA RIVER fordeble to all MT at 12372209 and
12922237.. Gravel and rock bottom, approaches good.

BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND NORTH l iiles to 1 Inch

TORE RIVER (N)L 2625 36 yards wide, moGerage
current, knee deep swamps.

KAVIKI RIVER (N)L 2533 25 feet wide, U4 feet deep.
Banks 3 feet high, slow flowing.

KTAKARA RIVER (N)L 2534 30 to 40 yards wide,

5 feet deep. KIAKARA RIVER has two mouths, south as shown

on map, and at a point 700 yards north.

KAVIKI and KIAKARA RIVER23 are most easily crossed
at their mouths. Track passes through swampy country.




BRIDGE INFORMATION

KIETA 1 Inch to 1 kile

Bridge at 313876 not serviceable for wheeled traffic.
Bridges at 257896, 294902, 283918 are intact.

Bridge at 273919 completely out but crossing is
considered fordable.

Jetty at 268923 disused and unattended.

Jetty at 263930 approach end destroyed, remainder
of jetty servicesable.

PLACE NAMES

'g" __ _Insert Lo Sheet i Mapref
; KORONT KIETA 1:63,360 | . 103827
N RUIBA B i . 160884
: UKUAKANA RIVER CAPE LOLTKE 1:63,360 | 3L7152
5 DAVIS HILL KOWARO 1:25,000 676148
B MARTIN'S KNOLL u i 673110
i KEENAN'S RIDGE y u 606148
. PIATERAPATA wo.ooom 672109
3

§4  Delete - Sheet Mapref
s LIORONI KIETA 1:63,360 133828
o PURUTAPATA KOWARO 1:25,000 | 672109

~ Patrol found it impossible to give map reference
for KAVIKI village as all huts in general areca are called
KAVIKI by natives.

HOUSE KIAPE (refmap CAPE MOLTKE 1 Inch to 1 i.ile)
122110 on water's edge and not as shown on map.

GENERAL INFORMATION

SIPAAI 4ISSION area {BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND NORTH
s Miles to 1 Inch (W)L 2636) -~ Drinking water not plentiful,
but wells would maintain a good water supply. Area well
cultivated - gerdens, coconuts, pew pews and other fruits.

RIVERS & CREERXS

SR All rivers oun MY coast are mountain streams, lisble
S to sudden flooding, They are useless as a means of
copmunication.

Crossings are best made at river mouths, which
range from 10 to 30 yards wide and are made fordable by
sand bars at their entrance.

KAVIKT RIVEE (M)L 2533 and KIAKARA RIVER (N)L 2534
area - Goed grinking water is plentiful. Possible barge
anchorage in south bracch KIAKARA RIVER; 15 yards wide,

L, feet deep.

Good water obtainable ATSINIMA BAY (CAPE MOLTKE
1 Inch tc 1 Nile 456274) and at river mouth 3551kl
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AIRFIELDS & DROPPING SITES

- The country embraced by plantations along NE coast
is flat, well drained, and affords potential airfield sites.

The coastal flats are open in plades and afford

‘many sultabies dropping areas.

A small landing ground, now overgrown, is situated
at IBU (N)L 672, It is approzimately 250 yards and can not
be extended. It is not sultable for AUSTER aircraft.

Emérsency landing ground could be constructed
1000 yards south of KAVIKI RIVER (¥)L 2534.
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SURVEY CF SISHNIFICANT EVENIS

NORTH BOUGAINVILIE

Firat organised resistance to our northward drive
along the coast was encountered between PUTO and the GENCA
RIVER, with a small foérce disposed as a flankguard aleng
the main inland trail, The enemy force was identified as 10
Coy Bl Inf Regt,

In a series of sharp engagements over five days ths
enemy was driven further northwards with costly losses,
including six guns and emmunition,

Native informmtion points %o another stand by the
Japs between the GENGA RIVER and SORAKEN PLANTATION, possibly.
supported by artillery fire from TAIQF ISLAND,

Further evidence of loosening Japanese control of
the north is supplied by native cleims that they have
killed over 50 more Japs, and the abandomment by the eneny
of the prisoner of war camp at TENINBAUBAU involving the
brutal massaere of Indian prispnars whé were too sick to
be of any further use to their captors,

S0UTH BOWGA RNV IILE

" The pattern of enemy contacts and movements in the
JABA, TAVERA and MAVARAKA areas In the past week rewveals an
acceierating covered withdrawal towards the MO3IGETTA area,
This withdrawal took place in spite of the efforts of the 13
Inf Regt commander to apur his troops, by means of stirring
martial orders, to "bdttle of annihilation"against the
advancing Australians,

Phraseology of some of the commander!s captured orders
suggests that he was trying to bolster slumped morale among
his men, and that thers was some degree of disorganisation
mayg the units in his command,

Other pointers to a possible slump in morale were
the surrender of four deserters at the JABA RIVER, and the
panic striclen fliight from an Australian patrol of a party
of 10 Japs retreating SE from MOTUPENA PCINT, They abandoned
their weapéns and equipment and fled without any attempt to
fight back,
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PI‘sRT I
OPSRATIONS

(a) IAND - OWN AND ENEMY

KORTH BQUGAINVIILE

There are now no Indian P7 left in the TENINBAUBAU
compound, The "last to be released was a party of 11, recovered
by natives scouts on 14 Jan, From AIB sources it is learned
that 37 werée moved by the Japanese to PORTON, 18 to unknown
destinations and 23 were shot.

These 2% and one other,who were elther Yoo sick to
walk or too enfesebled to work, were lined up with hends tled,
and addressed by 2 Jap officer for 10 minubes, The enemy
officer comrending thz compound ordered o corporal machine
gunner to open fire, As the firing started the only surviver
of the party ran for the jJjunzle and was not hit by the ‘machine
gunner or the many Jap soldiers who opened fire on hlm, The
survivor was found and brouvght in by our scouts., Thirty enenmy
rifiemen were brought from FQ at TASUI to assist in the executlon,

. .- The recovered Indians revefled that following the
recent bording -of TASUI, the eneny EQ was moved from there

. to TON.

Confirmation was obtained from TEOP natlves of
previous reports that the wireless installation and
posltions there had been davagad beyond repair by Alliled air
strikes, The natives state that at the time of their depearture,
there were 40 enemy 4t the old trading station sbout two miles
south of TEQP ISLAND, This pest appears to be a resting camp for

" - those making the journey from BUKA to NUNA NUMA, The ehemy are

sald to be suffering badly from malnutrition and sickness, are
without boots and poorly clothed,

Evidence of the use of wheeled vehicles hag now been
received from the north-west of BUKA, where, on 13 Jan, wheel
marks were seen on the LONTIS - LEMaMMAKU track.,

HORTH-VEST BOUGAINVIILE

The -dustralian advance north along the coast-
encountered its first serious opposition north of PUTO, and
indications are that the enemy 1s preparing to offer stirrer -
registance ‘in the area between the GENUGA RIVER and SOEAKEN
Elgfl;. The enery made first use of artillery in the area, on

3 Jan,

'On 16 Jan, RUKUSSIA was occupled without any enemy
sightings, and patrols penetrating north wounded two of five

" Japs contacied a mile north of PUTQ, &in indend patrol to

PORNAT Village (four miles east of RUKUSSIA) found that the
enemy had withdramn several days previously,

On afternoon 17 Jan, our forward troops,found the

- enemy.in pillboxes, armed wilth & possible JUKI, two miles

north of PUTO, In the ensuing attack two enemy were killed,
and 20 rifles and personal gear were captured in huts in the

area, At 1720 hrs, the enemy re-opened fire, and our forces
dug In for the night,
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The followin; morning, cneny artillery ifrom the TSIMBA
area fired 4¢ rounds of unstated calibre at our dug-in troops,
Fourteen of the shells were duds, One other shell fell into the
sea shortly after a flash was seen at TLIOF ISLAND,

The enemy gave furthzr ground during the s'xfternoon,
and our troops, followlng closely, killed two more, The enemy
dead were in good prkysiccl condition and well clothed, One
patrol on the right flank captured documents and medical equipment,

-

and counted 13 graves in the area, .

- On 19 Jan, two mountaln guns, one Iin good order, vere
captured by our troops and one Jdapr killed a mile south of TSIMBA,
4 forward patrol reported another possible mountain gun in the
same area, An urstated number of enemy with 1 IN¥G and "1 SIG were
located on a ridze running east from TSIMBA on 20 Jan, One wes
wounded in the exchange of shots,

An enemy position manced by 12/20 men was located by
native scouts on the south bank of an unnamed stream south of
GEIGA RIVER, On 20 Jan, our forces outflanle @ this position, and
the enemy withdrew, leaving one 57 mm Tk i gun, Further inland, a
patrol to LLLUM encountered 20/30 Japs with 3 LMis at EKUIAMATORO,
approx 1 mile south oif KUNiPOPO, Our troops engaged, killing 10 and
probably another four,

On 21 Jan, & regimental gun in good condition, but
without the sight and brcich block, and 12 cases of amrunition
were captured in fhe :vicinity of TSIXBA, The same day, two more
guns were capbtured, but rno informtion as to calibre or place of
capture 1s yet aveilable,

icecording to native reports, several garties of Japs and
armed natives, some with LMGs, arc in the area from the GENGA RIVER
north to SORAKEN, where thecre is onc unidentified gun at the jetty.
Two MMGs wele reporta€ on 14 Jan at TSIMEA, and one gun, reputedly
an L4 weapon, &approx & mlle to the south, This gun, with E0:men
was moved from BUKA to its present position about 5 Jan, It 1is
probable that the "id gun" is identiéal with one of the asrtillery
pleces already captured in this area,

In the 3EIAU area, theememy is reported to be gathering
between TARLENA and SOROM,

An unstated nurber of Japs have méved from BUKA to
TATOF ISIAND and occuplied coastal positions,

PEARL RIIGE

There hag been ..'ttle charge in the relative positions
of own and enemy troops duri.s Lic wesk, though many patrols have
penetrated well beyond our forward clspositions to the north, NV
and NE,

On 15 Jan, & peirol rcachecd Base Foint 3 and hut area,
killed three Japs ané wounded one, Iatrols returning on 16 Jan
reported the cenemy astride the track leading east from QLD VIVIE
approx 1500 yards east and in another position 200 yards furthep
north, Other smll groups were aighted north and weat of Base
Point 5. No contacts were made, and heavy undergrowth prevented
our troops making ar estimate of strength, Returnimg from operations-
north of Base Foint 3 on 17 Jan, patrols killed three enemy at
the VAKUNAI RIVER north of OLD VIVIE, ard saw 10 enemy in
newly ‘dug positlons on the NUIA INUMA trail 2} mlles east of OLD
VIVIE, An enemy party of "estimmted platoon strength was located
1000 yards SE of SISIVIE,

4
Ly —
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Oon 19 Jan, ANGAU notives report:d that the enemy had
moved a mountaln gun 2long the NUMI NUMA brail and were
assembling 1t on the trail approx a mile to the east from OLD
VIVIE, Three officers and 30 men with 1 I1G were guarding snd
manhandling the gun,

"Harassing artillsry end mortar fire has been laid dowm
on SMITH'S EIIL, The only cnemy responsc was & burst of IM: fire
on 16 Jan, 3creams heard during o barmege on the 15th indicated
that some of the enemy had at lesast becn wounded, & recce patrol
found o suiteble OP on 18 Jan and directed arty fire on huts
and positions in the Base Point 3 area,

Several eneny shots were fired snd grenades thrown
into our perimetzr arsas on ARTY HILI, and PEXRI RINGE during
night 20 Jan,

North of the UAXUNAI 'RIVER, large concentretions of Jeps
are reported at BURITSIOTORARA, They are well fed and m e
occupying the homes of the village Kanslta 3,

A large nurxber, each carrying two rifles but apparenbly
without Mis, came from IBU direction on 17 Jan, Netives had
previously reported that the enemy were living with the IBU
natives in houses dispcrsed around the gardens,

The area ASIPEPTA-KARIAURIL-PIPIPATA (approx six
miles west of NUMA NUMA) ayppears to be a rest area for enemy
forces engaging our troops and there is considerable movement
between those villages and IBU, There appcars to be no lack of
srall arms ammunltion, as the enemy fire meny shots at random
to frighted away the local natives, with whom they will tolerate
no contact,

ELPRESS ATCUSTA ELY
JABA HIVER

Active "patrolling has continued south and SE of the
JABA RIVER mouth, Some patrols east along the north bank of the
JABA went 3000 yards past the junction with thr PAGAMA, and 2%
miles inland along thk2 NIGITAN track.mwili of the JABA, Others
have been maintained to the LOG CROSSING, and Southward for &
distance of 2100 yards from JABA 2, In a week'!s intensive
patrolling, four contacts only were made,

On 18 Jan, a patrol encountered an estirmted 20/25 Japs
with three Liis and rifles south of the TAGALA RIVER, J miles
inland, Artillery fire wds accurately breought down on the position,
m1d one enemy wad killed, Next day the enemy was agaln encountered
in this position, "An attack was launched im-ediately anmd the
position captured, Seven enemy were killed, and snother found dead,
apparently due to melmbtrition, One LMz, rifies, a sword and
docunients were among the captured equipment,

On 20 Jan, a fighting patrol flred on five enemy near
the NIGTTAN trail, three miles inlamd, killing one and wounding
another, .

Pour Japanese surrendered to our troops 1000 yards
W of the junction of the JABA and PAGAKA RIVER3 on 21 Jan,

TUJU RIVER

A patrol to our arbush position 2000 yards inland on
18 Jan rade no enemy sightings,
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TAVERA RIVER

' TLight contacts only kave been made by patrols in this
sector, 4 two-day patrol to SISIRUAI, endeavouring to bypass Jap
track at BOTTLEKECK (1700 yards east of SISIRUAI) on 15 Jan, wounded
one of two enemy encountered on the way, but was unable to
pere trate more than a few yards through the swamps to the east,

Another two day patrel departed on 17 Jan to report on
enefry movement st SISIRUAI, and found approx one Coy !} ;
(70-90 men) with three defence areas cach of one platoon, A ldier
patrol on 21 Jan found that the esnemy had vacated the village,

A patrol out during the night 15/16 Jan killed four enemy
on the TAVERA "RIVER two miles inland and returned to base the
following day,

Fatrols along the south bank of the TAVERA RIVIR reached
the crossing of the SISURUAI-MOSIGETTA track without contact.

ADELE RIVER _
A water patrol up the ADELE RIVER passed through heavy

swamp and found that movement further than approx 4/500 yards
upstream was impossible,

‘Ho movement was seen at the log crossing 1000 yards inland
on 18 Jan,

HUPAISAPANI RIVER

After no enemy movement had been seen for the previous
two days at pilllboxes in area between the “UPAISAPANI RIVER and
YATARARA-HAEATOUL Road approx 1000 yards inland, a fighting
patrol crossed the HUPSISAPANT RIVER ab first light on morning
16 Jan to investigate the area and report on the road.

Two plllbox areas were occupied without opposition,
five enemy beirz killed during the move from the first to the
second pilllbox,

A Jap officer who had been dead apparently for two days
was found in the second pillbox area, An imporitant document was
taken from his body,

Cur troops moved in and set up perimeters at these
newly occuried positions approx 600 yards north of MAYARAKA,
Enermy artillery fired 10 shells during the af ternéon, and a
further nine durinz the evening and early morning,

On 17 Jan, & patrol from one perimeter located and
attacked two pillboxes 100 yards east of their position, killing
thres enemy, The patrol continusd and cleared three more pill-~
boxes, 211 of which showed evidence of recent use,

A road 10 £t wide, showving no sisns of recent use by
MT, was located and folleweC SE to the coast, Two hundred yards .
on the far side of the roasd, a wvacated ar{illery battery position,
with 6 in¢h and 3 inch (probably 150 rm and 75 mn) shellcases
was found,

MAWARAFA

‘Continuing the move south, o patrol resched MAWARAMA
on 17 Jan, Several empty pillbcxes were found and no movement was

seen,
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On 18 Jan, & fighting patrol to the PALLISADE area
(south of HAUPAISAPANT RIVER 100 yards inland between river and road)
reached the enemy plllbox area, cut their way through three
belts 6f wire to a depth of eigkt feet and Inunched a surprise
attack, Two pillboxes were immediately occupied, end after
cutting through mwore wire, & further four were captured, Seven
Jeps were killed id the action, and rmany documents and much
equipment captured, :

: In a search of the MAWARAKA defences later, much
equipment, including & dismantled 75 mm gun, was found,

..

The area was completeli cleared of the enermy and
sccupied by our troops by 19 Jan, )

A patrol moving east to MAKATOUTA discovered the
cormencement of an extensive pillbox area in the area 1000 yards
south of MYFATCOY:, A patrol base was established in the MAKATOYA
area on 20 Jan, from which patrols, with artillery support bégan
attacls on the remaining enemy strong points in the area,

Three plllboxes with 4 IMGs were discovered 300 yards
east of our perireter on 21 Jan end 35 to 50 enemy were sighted
by various patrols In the area during the day, o

FAMAREGU -~ MOTUPENA .

after RAVARLKA had been cleared a patrol on 19 Jan .
erossed the MAMAREGU RIVER and found many old disused pillboxes
in the coastal area beftween the river and MAWARAKA, Gardens
near MAMAREGU contained young plants and the huts were newly
renovated, bul no enemy were seen, During the evening, shells from
heavy calibre enemy guns landed in the sea just south of MAWARAKA,.

MOTUPEK: POIXT was found to be deserted on 20 Jan
when-a patrol landed by barge at KAMARIGU LAGOON, There were signs
of recent cccupation, but the only Japs found were 10, who were
surprised three miles 3E of MOTUTZLl\ POIUT, apparently making
for PURIATA RIVER, They dropped all their weapons and fled,

EIETA

"~ Further instances of rative hostility have been
reported, Natives in the LROPA RIVER valley have claimed 24
Jaranese killed durirg the last week bubt state that only four
rifles were capturel, .

About 50 enemy from the KATNO district who were
attaocled by natives while raiding gardens on’'18 Jan returned
carrying four who had been wounded by arrows,

The enemy has again returned to the SIPURU area aun
and natives reported 20 eneryy on a ridge above MAINAUKI (22 miles
WY of SIPURU),

asccording to natives, many naval troops left the
mainland after the Allied recovery of Chinese refugees, gnd are now
with natives on the north coast of PUK PUEK ISLAND,

CEQISEUL

) Scouts reported on 16 Jan that the enemy had
evacuated NUKIKT and ars now at KUKUPU, where they are
cultivating three large gardens between there and BARIMBARA,
The enemy strength {s approx 120, armed with rifles only,

" By 18 Jan, there were no Japanese camped north of
POROPORO, The fuel aump on the SUI RIVER has now also been
removed,
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Enemy casualties on EOUGAINVILLE to 2] Jan:-

Killed 10388
w1 119
Founded 93

From unconfirmed sources:

Kiiled 323

NEW BRITAIN

° The area from PULAPULA (2 miles SE of BAIL) to the
mouth of the PANDI RIVER is reported clear of the enemy,
Ahustralian forces are now concentrated at SAMPUN, LAMPUN, and
NANTAMBU,

“On the south coast, a daily patrol to MILIM is now
operating,

NEY_GUINEA
BROREN WATER BAY

in estimated 2¢/40 Japs, armed with LMGs and HMis
fired on the barges evacuating our troops from BOSMAN on 135 Jan,
Our .forces reburned the fire, and an estimated six enemy vere
killed,

On 17 Jan, an Allied patrol was fired on in the
MARANGIS area, and on 19 Jan, an estimated 30 Japs zttacked
our perimeter at MARANGIS, Three enemy were killed and gix
wounded, )

YAMBES .

Oon 13 Jan, our troops engaged 30/40 Japs at BENGUL. One
Jep wids killed and our forces reported the village clear of the
enemy, ARISILT, PELNAPCA and NUNKUANIME were subsequently repcorted
clear, though fhere are sti11 40/50 Japs in the PEREMBIL, area,
and an unknown number in PUNAITZE,

on 15 Jan, 80/100 enemy withdrew from MAMARINGA after
an accurate air'strike, and the position was occupied by our
troops, AROA was captured on 17 Jan, 14 ehemy dead being found in
the village as a result of alr strikes the previous two days,
Natives reported that an enemy party of 40 left AROA for
BOMBISBIS\and WARELI on 16 Jan ard on the same date & Jap party of

unstated strength left SUWAITE Village and moved east, crossing
the NANU RIVER,

WALUM

In angbtack arenemy positions approx 6 miles S of VALUM
36 Japs were killed,

Hatives reported the enemy in strength at BALIF on 16
Jan, It 1s nown that a large party of Japs recently arrived there
from TOMSAXK,

DANEAP RIVER

Following the capture of CiPE DJERUAN, Australian forces
continuing to prtrol east along the coast reached and entered ABAU
(2 miles east of CAPE DJERUAN) on 13 Jan, Patrols operating east
and south on 15 and 16 Jan made no contact, but on 18 Jan, 4 larger
force moving easst was engaged by the enemy 3in the ABAU area/ Thirteen

Japs ‘were kllled, Natives claim to have killed 60 Japs in the SINAKU
area,




VN, -

(v) SEA ; ENEMY

Between 13 and 16 Jan, Naval reports indicate
tentative plottings of two possible submarines, one 12 miles
due south of CAPE DAMPIER and the other 33 miles SSE of
CAPE 37 GEORGE, :

. - On 19 Jan however, ons enemy submarine was ’
definitely sishbted in OPEN BAY (North coast NE¥ BRITAIN).

Submariné "activlity has agaln been reported in Eastern
Australisn waters, On 13 Jan an Allied vessel made contact with
and attacle d a subrArine approrximtely 55 miles SE of NEWCASTIE.

" (First Aust Army Weekly Intelligence Summary Ko 139)

(c) AIR - CVN

BOUGA INV ILLE

Direct support for ground operatlons was ¢alled on
only two occasions durlng~the period under review, On 16 Jan,
20 Corsairs led in by Tac/R aircraft accurately borbed hut
concentrations in the MOSIGETTA ares at 875982 and 891585, On
17 Jan 14 Corsairs successfully bombed suspected bivouasce and.gun
areas at MAKATQUA, A feature of these g:rikes was the result
obtained by the "use of 325 1b depth charges in preference
to norml bormbs, the additlonal blast effect razing huts and
flattening comsiderable areas of vegetation,

At 1700 hrs on 19 Jdan, 12 Corsairs struck the enenmy
occupled village of BURITSIOTORARO 667246 and & good coverage
of the target was- obtained, It was learnt subsequently that a very
large number of Japs arrived at the viliage from IBU on 17 Jan,

Enemy positions on TAIOF ISTAND were the target for
12 Corsairs on 19 Jan, The majority of bombs fell in the target
area resulting in one plllboex left smouldering and hits being
scored on jetiy apRroaches and considerable damage to the jetty
by near misses, & "T""shaped object in the centre of the island
received a direct hit,

In addition to those reported above, huts came in for
special attention during the week, On 17 Jan eight Corsairs
dropped all bombs on a concentration at KORIU, while a repeat
of 12 Corsalrs was made on 20 Jan with the result that no
servicegable huts now remain ir the area, Purther huts were
destroyed at FIETA on 16 and 21 Jan, TOKUAKA and N7 BUKA on 18
Jan, RAKURURTI on 19 and 21 Jan, CAPE iATSIA (BUKA) on 19 Jan,
MORGUSIRI on 20 Jan, NUMA NUPA, TAKTI and BANIU on 21 Jan,

TKEDA's PLANTATION, a susvected enemy HQ ot TASUI
and barge hidecuts at the SUI RIVER mouth were bombed with
unobserved results,

On 21 Jan eight Corsairs, Tac/R led, dropped 16 x 500
1b bombs on an enemy camp area af 103981 in fne KIETA area,
Tac/R reported target well covered.

WE# BRITATN

Plane parks at SULFEUR CREEK and TOBOI were the main
targefs hit during the week, SULPIUR CREEK, north of IAKUNAI
strip, was visited by 30 Mitchells and seven Venturas which

dropped 37 tons of high explosive including 140 325 1n depth
charges. Eits wers obzerved, Corsairs from PIVA and GREEN ISLAND

co-operated in a succesaful joint attack on TOEQI, the majority
of borbs falling inside the target area,
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Heavy;and medium bombers from NADZAB scored hits on the
airstrips -at TOBERA, IAKUNAI and VUNAFANAU and areas on the west
coast of WIDE BAY, where large fires were started,

Daily Corsair patrols scored five direct hits on a barge
hideout in KERAVIA BAY and fired & 50 ft cubtter and seven MT,

NEJ IREIAND
. The é.ﬁtstrip af{ KAVIENG ca?e in » - for special
attention during the period 17 - 20 Yan Mitchells and Corsalrs

sgearhig many hits on runway and disperaglareas,

Stores and personnel areas at KLUT BAY were heavily hit
by Mitehells on‘14 and 15 Jun, BORPOP (twice), BOM, FANGELAWA,
PANARAS, LOSSUK, PINIKUNDU and PANEMANSU were visiled by patrols,
12 huts being destroyed at PANARAS,

o
R .



PART IT

1, ENEMY Q0B -~ IAND

ENEMY STRENCTE3 -~ DBISMARCKS

The following.changes in estimates of enemy strength
have been made due to attrition and r:zassessment:~

NEY ERTTAIN 32,000
NET IREIAMD 7,000

(Adapted from First Aust Army Feckly Intelligence
Summary ¥o 139)

PUTO AREA

Documents capturcd south of TSIMBA have identifiled 10
Coy 81 Inf Regt in contact with our troops, 4n organisation
chart dated 1 Dec shows 10 Coy as 68 strong, while on 8 Dec
according to a diary 1its gtrength was 59, the remainder
presurably being sick or detached, On 19 Dec & 70 mm Bn Gun
and a 75 mm Regtl Gur were brought forward to the TSIMBA area,
On 14 Jan 10 Coy received scporoximately 30 reinforcements,
among whom were included 2/Lt OFADO (of 11 Coy) and 24 men,
The capture by ocur troops of two 75 m=z guns, one 37 mm gun
and some 47 mm AP ammunition suggests that fhere are eicments
of 81 Inf Regt Gun and Tk A Coys ir the aren, possibly transferred
from %AEQF ISIAND where a platoon of each was believed located
in Oc <,

Reported contact with naval personnel wad confirmed by.

the identification of elements of 37 Guard Force, These personncl

were apparently meintaining a lookout south of PUTO, The present
strength of nmaval unlts between TSTMEA and SO0RAKEN is unknowm,
although a 17 Army Op Order of Mar 44 disposed a naval force of
company strength on the west coast of BOWGADNVILLE from AUUN
north, -

EMPRESS 1UCUSTA BAY

The movements of ti:» Japanese force in the EMPRESS
AUGUSTA BAY srea since our c.os>ing of the JADA RIVER on 18 IDec
and its present estimated dispositien and strength are glven in
Appendix "BY, ]



6 ,EQUIPMENT
NE# IMPROVED TYPE ("KISKAY") GRENADE

' " Among enemy equipment found on BOANG ISIAND (TANGA Is
Group) . approximteély 50 miles east of MAMATANAI) were two "KISKAM
type hand grensdss, This grenade was first encountered on KISKA
amd later in NE¥ GUINEA after the fall of LAE, buf as far as is
known has not as yat been met in this area,

It has a Smooth, non-segmented body with & flash gﬁard

to grotect the thbtower from burns, There is no arming screw as
in the Type 91 and 97 Grenades,

To throw the KISKA grenade, withdraw the safety pin and

strile the head of the fuse cover sharply on & hard objeet, thus
ingniting the fuse, The fuse delay is four to five seconds,

: An 1llustration of this grenade can be found in the
Japanese Equipment Booklet issued by GS(Int) Adv LEQ, May 44,

PART ITY
TOPOGRAFIICAL

. Attacked as Appendix "A" are corrections to place names
and asdditional topographical information on BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,

T,
(E H WILSON) Lt~col
General Staff

Distribution as for Summary Xo 8
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TOPOGRAPHICAT INFOHMATION

BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND 1“ to 1 Mile Series.

$ 25,000 Seriles.

LOTUPENA Point-PURIATA River Track Mep,

Sheet
TAICF Island it

PORNRIO River u

- SEREKUSSI
TSIMBA
SIPAAL
Migsion
TONGONAU
KAREKOPA
WANNEGAN
WANNEGAN
Gardens
SISIKA No 2
BABORI River
WALIWALINA
River

BOYLAN‘S
“Ppack
hOXBEI'S
Ambush
PEELER POST
" GREGORY
Tevrace
RUTHERFORD
Point
DOUGLAB
Crossing
MOSIWANA

NA¥A River
PALLISADE
MODIONU
JABA No 2
MUPEKA
MOPESL
TAVERA
MOTUPENA
KAMAREGU
WARAPA
NAIRONA
RUMIKT
KINDO

1"
n

KONUA 1"
¥IT0 1"

_ . _MOTIPENA PL-PURIATA R

- Track Map

" -8
n : 114

1] ]
it ' [

" "
1 1]

1 i
u it
u 1
1 u
1 n
" ]
u ]
1] u

- 788714

1" to 1 Mile.

Mapref Remarks

214479

2221186
238461
2214563

260356
894918
846913
903853

aa 898k

872849 .

8h5836 Branch . to NE.
829857 _._Branch io esst.

793235 to
789727

New location on
_chart.

7896Y1 ILog crossing;
77866l to

770633
770683

799656 .
84060  Occupied by na-
tives of MOSINA-
SISTRUAY area.

754590  (MAMAREGU River).
771615 )
778793

775739

782692

780677

777666

708593

750682

863672

963608

966512

023480



- .2 -

Insert Sheet Mapref Remarks

HORINU MOTUPENA Pt{-PURIATA-R - :

: Track Mep 949538
HIRU HIRY " u © 91047y
TOKINOTU u u 895480
KIA RAE " n 866512
BARARA " u 848509
MARTNGA u " Bls3541
SMITH'S HILL KOWARO 1:25,000 680134 to

. 680140
ASABA River " u 680100 Shown on mep as

TARUMA River.
PEARL Ridge " " 6n814Y to
693125

SIGITUARLU " " 689134
WUWUWAPATIA u " 694129
KARIKARIPAIA U " 6814112
MAPIA - " 715168 Native regort.

TOKORERAPATA = ® u 7244165 "

TRACK INFOREAQIQN
' Refmap MCTUPENA Pt-PURIATA R Track Map

A partly surveyed Jap road, now unused except by
KEMPET (Military Police) runs from MOSIWANA ref 8LOGLO across
the HUPAI River and the MAWARAKA-MOSIGETIA road and reaches
MARINGA, viecinity 8L0540. -

Track from ref 800659 to 813656 -~ waist deep swamp
along track, From village=at 832652 to village and clearing
at 83965l going is good on High ground.

From 771641 to 780534 there are no tracks and
terrain is soft and muddy, with knee deep swamps.

TUJU River area -~ there are no foot crossings across

the TUJU River from its mouth to 793687, whare river is
reported to be 80 yards wide and very deep.

Refmaps KONUA, TAIOF IS, AITA 1V to 1 Mile

SARIME River area - tracks running to east from
233&25 and 217479 could be made Jeepable by clearing secondary
growth.

18" gauge tramlines run alongside tracks from
233405 and 214480.

Track from SIPAAI ref 260356 to TOEA Pt crosses
three spurs - gradient of 1 in 1 makes goiung heavy. -Fram
TOLA to SARINE River easy going. ’

Refmap KIETA 1" to 1 Mile

A well defined track runs from jetty ref 165955,
along eastern Bide of creek to 160960, between features to

155963, round base of hill to ROROVANA No 2, ref 148976,

i




RIVER GROSSINGS

Refmap KONUA 1Y {0 1 liile

SARINE River - patrol crossed river at 248414,
where river is 30 yards wide, 3 to 4 feet deep and rapid
flowing, and at 238427, where it is 50 yards wide, L Teetl
deep and current is slow.

. The mouth of SBARINE River is reported to be 50 yards
wide and 15 feet deep.

Refmap MOTUP = A

Thevre is a vope bridge at 823727 amd a log crossing
at 790726,

Refma ' i litle

Road bridges exist at 986386, 976396 and 973398;
_all are approximately 25 feet long, 10 feet wide and in
good condition.

GENERAL  por 3ian JOTUFENA ROLNT-BUBLATA: RIVER Treck Kap.
' Uncenfirmed native veports atate that the area
between mein MAWARAKA-HOSIGETTA road and the KAMAREGU River

ig subjee? to annuasl flooding. Time of flooding is esii~
meated to be during lMarch and possibly February and April.

The area between MAMAREGU River and MAMAREGU is
ssld to be fairly gry at all times,

A reconnaissanes of the reef off LAWARAKA was made
by floating OP on 18 Jan. Reef begins approximately 500
yavds off MAWARAKA Point and extends for a distance of 3
. miles, following the bay in a.seml-circle. Depth of water
varies from 3 to 20 feet.
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ADDITIONAL TRAGK INFORMATION
Refmap: KOunRC 1: 25, 000
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TRACK & TERRAIN INFORMATION

Refmap: LOTUPENA Pt-PURIATA R
Track Map 1" to 1 Mile
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Track PAGANA River to HOIGORAL River

{compiled from Tac R reports)

Refmap: MOTUPENA Pt-PURIATA R Track Map
1" to 1 Mils.
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Continuation of Track PAGANA R to
HORGORAI R

Refmap: MOTUPENA Pt~PURIATA R Track Map
1" to' 1 Mile, =




APPENDIX "B" T0

) 2 AUST CORPS
WIEIY INTELLIGENCE
SBIMARY No 9

ENEMY 00B ~ EMFPRESS AUGUSTA B

A seriss of 13 Inf Regt Operation Orders pag peep
captuied recently in the JABA -~ MAVARAEA area, Froy, thege
orders and other capbured documents 1t hes been poxyipie to
interpret in the min the enemy movements in this &y ginae
Nov 44, *

The EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area is under contle. .p ppe
VWeat Sector Garrison Unit, 4 regimental group under thc.;umnnd
of Gol MUDY, GO 13 Inf Regt, The general allocetion of wnling
to areas on 15 Nov 44 was as follows:-
KEREEQEL
5 Coy and Pl 8 Coy 15 Inf Regt
JABA
Main strength £ Bn 13 Inf Reght.
Part 5 Bty 6 Fd Arty Regt
MAWARARA
EQ and 2 Bty 1 Bn&FiArty Regt i
Yed Arty P1
tortar Pl
Naval Det
ZURIATA
3 BEn 15 Inf Regt (less 10 Coy and 2 Br Gun
. Pl
1 Bty 6 Fd Arty Regt
- MOSIGETITA

13 Inf Regt FR, 3 and 10 Coys, Regtl Tps,
2 and 3 Bn Gun Pls

1l ard 2 Coys 6 Tpt Regt

1 P4 Eosp 6 Div

“RABE" (best of MOSIGETTA)

Part 1 Bn 6 Fd a: %y Regt
Mortar P1 -

About ‘this time MAWARAKA Gorr!~an Unit had a posted
strength of 165, of whom 97 were detached, ioz;!telized, sick,
gardening or on duby over 8 miles away, leaving only 68 available
for duty or lmradlate defence. Sick and hospitalized personnel
represented 187 of those unavailable for duty, The weapons held
at MAWARAKA were;=-

1 150 mm Howitzer 2 HID

S 75 mm MéEn Guns 1l LG

1 75 mm Regtl Gun 44 Rifles
2 Mortarsg

—
-

‘The ammunition holdings for "these weapons was low,
One 75 mm gun has since been captured,
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. Defensive positions and morale, wkich had a
through-the passage of time and condition of 118, weggeﬁég;gted
rebullt by the renovation of pillboxes and the reaital, twice
daily, of the TImperial Rescript and Jubilation., Self Ssfficiency
was lagging, half of the division acreage objective of 195 sq
yds per mn had not been attained, The physical condition of “the
troops was poor and not cagable of withstanding arduous wmpk
Issue ratlons amounted to 206 grams per man per day, with o'
to 100 grams extra for those constructing positions, -

" _The-situation of the other garrisons 1is not reporte!..
but according to B7 is similar, : }

Eneny ‘reaction %o our crossing of the JABA RIVER on
18 Dec was slow, bmb by 22 Dec 2 Bn 13 Inf Regt with 10 Coy undex
cormand was oriered to attack and annihilste,

Four days later reinforcements (& Bn Gun Pl, Regtl Tk 4
and Mortar Coys) were sent forward to help 2 Bn attack MUPESI,
Col MUDA proceeded to MORIRIO (near LEN 11?.

On 1 Jan Col MUDA reorganised his forces and decided o
ettack JABL agein using 2 En (plus 10 Coy) to occupy LOG BRIIGE
and 3 Bn {(less 10 Coy) which had moved up carlicr from PURIATA,
to attack from the junction of JiBA and PAGANA RIVERS elong the
mein track running along tke JAEA, The Regtl Tk A Coy was to move
on MUPESY, When everything was rcady Col MUDA himself would move
forward to the JAEA - PAGAML RIVER junction.

Yhen 2 Bn on 4 Jan "was discovered by the enemy ani
forced to retire" near LOG ERIICE, the Bn was relieved of its rear
security and ordered to capture LOG BRIIGE, while 3 Bn, assisted
by 3 Bty 6 Fd Arty Regt, undertook the defercé of the main treck
along the JABA RIVER ari counter-infiltration, ’

2 Bn wes reinforced the following day by 3 Bn (10 Coy
returned) and a two battalion attack was scheduled for 7 Jan on
the east and west sides of LOG BRIDGE, the ‘battalion bourndary
being the unnamed river east of LOZ BRIIGE,

When our forces reached the EUPAI RIVER on 11 Jan it
began to dawn on Col MUDi thaet his appreciation that the Australians
intended to drive towards MOSINA was incorrect, So, on 12 Jan he
switched the maln strength of 3 Bn and the Regtl Nortar Coy. to
MATARAXA where he had only artillery and mortar units, The MAWARAKA
Garrison was crdered to hold out to the utmost until 3 Bn arriva
"to annihilate the enemy,.”

By 17 Jan 3 Bn had not arrived and our trdops occupied
MAVARARKA against little oppositirn, On the same day, Col MUDL now
at "HOZAN" (belileved to be in the wizinity of MOSICETIA) decided
to bring 3 Bn Gun Pl from the JiBA area i< —2%ocin 3 Bn outside
MAWARARA and ordered 3 Bn to ennihllate our forces at the out-
skirts of MAWARAKA, 3 Bn KR was at "FURUFURU" (RTARURO0?) on 17 Jan,

The only contact of any conseQuence since then was on
21 Jan, when three enemy occupled pillboxes snd scattéred groups
were engaged approximtely 600 yards esst of HAKATQUA, Sporadic
fighting went on during the day, but the enemy's efiorts could
hardly be termed an attempt to annihilate our forces,

The sstimated enemy dispositions and strengths in the
EMPRESS AUCUSTA BAY areaz as at 21 Jan 45 are showvn on the atiached

Sketch Map. .

, No mention hes been made in eny 13 Inf Regt Operation
orders capturéd to date of units arriving in this area from the
SHORTIANDS, as sugsested in a caplured letter (refer 2 Aust Corps
Weadkly Intelligence Summary ilo ). For this reason, no additional
strength is being carriled,
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SURVEY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

Now that reinforcement of the NUMA NUMA arsa from
North BOUGAINVILLE appears to be almost_complete, there arg
signs that the enegy may be contemplating an attack to wres}

back the PEARL RIDGE feature recently captured by Austiralians,

Natives have reported that of the three trails
leading to SISIVIE and PEARL RIDGE from the coast at NUMA
NUMA, the WAKUNAI RIVER and ASITAVA, the two Tirst named are
in heavy use. There is no information respectlng the ASITAVA
trail, but concentrations of troops north of ASITAVA reporied
from vaerious sources in the past two months makes it likely
that trail is also used by the enemy. — o o

In addition to the mountain gun which Jeps man-—
handled up the NUMA NUMA trail, and carefully guarded against
our raiding patrols, supplies of SAA and hand grenades
carried from KIETA and North BOUGAINVILLE have been assembled
at points convenient to all three trails,. =~ = :

Our patrols during the week noticed much enemy
activity near base points 1 and 2.

During the week Japanese izsued orders to all natives
within their controlled area to asscmble north of the NUMA
NUMA treil near NUMA NUMA PLANTATION on 28 Jan,” and used force
onathose natives who were not willing to comply with the ..
oraer. : ~ i ..

It is concluded the enemy concentrated these =~ -
natives to form a labour pool and carrying line for an
operation in the near future. e in

Possibly as another preliminary, the Japs -sent out
a large force of Japs and armed natives on 28 Jan to hunt
down an AIB patrol which had established observaticn over
the trails used by Japs to the SISIVIE. - PEARL RIDGE arca.
The principal objective of the enemy may have been to deny
us information of their movements, because for months past'.
they have not bothered to molest this and other AIB patrols
though they were well aware of their locations and activities.

T Tl ey

B>
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PART I
OPERATIONS

(a) LAND . OWN AND ENEMY

NORTH EAST BOUGAINVILLE

Information received from this ares indlcates a
growing deterloration of the enemy's relations with ths natives.
On 22 Jan, stores were waiting near TEOP BAY for transport to
NUMA NUMA, but natives, &8 a result of FELO warnings, refused
to carry for the enemye.

_ Reports from our deep patrois indicate that Japansse
. . movement from the north of BOUGAINVILLE continues, one party

" eamping at TEIHUP on night 21/22 Jan. Natives from the TINPUTS
area earry ammunition through TEIHUP, where they are relieved

by the loecal beach natives. The Japanese however are extremely’
nervous of strange natlves and are shooting them on sight.

The enemy is now mustering all available Kanskas
in the NUMA NUMA avrea, using force where necessary.

GENGA RIVER

A stubborn pocket of enemy, estimeted to be 20/30
. strong, entrenehed on a ridge approx 300 yards south of the
~‘* GENGA RIVER and 200 yavds inland, is delaying our northward
"o advanes. The snemy are armed with rifles, grenades, one BEMG
o and one or two LMGs. Total enemy forces in the GENGA - SORAKEN
S arca are estimated at approx 100.

o On 23 Jan, Australian mountain artillery fire was
" directed on the ridge. The Japanase replied the following
morning by shelling of our forward troospse During 24 Jan, an
enemy party in the same ares attempted to encircle an
Australian patrol, but was repulsed with two killede Our
artillery was again used on the same target during the morning.

. On 25 Jan, an Australian force moved around the
right fleank and set up a perimeter to the NE between the ridge
end the river. A patrol from our perimeter then moved SW
toward the ensmy position to a point within 50 yards of 1it,
and killed four Japs.

Enemy artillery fired nine rounds, three of
which were duds, into our forward positions on 27 Jan without
causing any casualties.

While the enemy were contained in their position near

the coast, another patrol made a wider ouiflanking movement

and, on 25 Jan, crossed the GENGA RIVER without opposition,

near the bsnd approx 1000 yards from the mouth. A perimeter

was established on the north bank and patrolling coimmenced.
Within an hour an enemy party of 10 was encountered, three

of whom were killed and one wounded. The remainder jumped

into the river and were not secen again.

During night 27/28 Jan, %he enemy attacked our
perimeter but was repulsed without loss to our forcos. The
following day, enemy parties were active in probing -
our forward arecas both from the north and easts
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Patrol reports now place KUNAMATORO approx 132 miles
east of the mouth of the GENGA RIVER. According to a native
report, 105 Japs from TARLENA - RATSUA area arrived at this
locality on 21 Jan. Artiliery pisces were alleged to have been
carried by natives, and all strange natives were shot on sight.
A patrol sent to investigate rcturned on 27 Jen and reported
the enemy in possession of four IMGs, rifles and grenade
dischargers in the area approxz two miles east of TSIMBA - approx
1500 yards south of KUNAMATORO.

PEARL, RIDGE

Widespread patrolling by our troops was the main
feature in this area.

On 21 Jan, an NGIB patrol operating NW from PEARL RIDGE
ambushed an enemy party of six 1500 yatds south of SISIVIE and
killed them all. Three more Japs from another small party which®
opensd fire on the right flank were also killced.

- A patrol north to TOKOPENAPAIA returned on 22 Jan
after reaszhing a2 point 1000 yards west of the villsgee. No
Japanese were encountercd.

Enemy sightings and contasts reveal much enemy sctivity
on the NUMA NUMA trall leading east from OLD VIVIE towards the
plotted position of Base Point 2, A patrol returning on 2iy
Jdan rgported considerable enemy movement in the area 14,00 yards
east of Base Point 1. Possible enemy ambush positions were seen
near the track approx 100/200 yards cast of OLD VIVIE, and
acrosa the itrack in the vieinity of NEW VIVIE. One of our” ~
patrols encountered 20/30 Japanese, of whom four were killed,
near the traill five miles east of GLD VIVIE. A further 30/40
enemy were observed on 26 Jan approx a mile NE of OLD VIVIE.

. Harassing fire was laid down by our artillery on
SMITH's HILL, SISIVIE and Base Point 3 areas. ’

JABA RIVER

Small partids of Japanese only havs becen offering
resistance to our wastward patrols south of the PAGANA RIVER.
During night 23/2l Jan, encmy perties were active around an
Australien position esteblished on the NIGITAN track, 33 miles,
inland, and 1000 yards south of this position, eight ecuemy
were sighted on 25 Jan. On the same day, a party of 20 was
encountered digging in approz 1000 yards to the east. One
enemy was killed and artillery fire was later laid down on
this position. Other small encmy parties were dispersed from
this same location on 27 and-28 Jane. '

An enemy embush on the NIGITAN track, with an
estimated strength of seven, was located L4k miles inlend on
26 Jan. Contact was lost after a brief action, but next day
a foree moved forward and sccured the position.

An;enemy ammmunition dump, containing 90 waterlogged
7> mm shells, was discovered in an old post near the
NIGITAN traii approx two miles inlonds

Invessigation has foupd nothing to substantiate
earlier reports that armed aatives had opposed our itroops in
this sector. It is considered that oniy by compulsion are
the nativss rendering any assistanca to the Japanese.

iR .'—-"Tv'lqgi...zn, |



TADOLIMA ~ SOVELE

In the furthest penetration ecestward to date in this
area the TADOLIMA - SOVELE area (11 miles inland and 6 miles
east of NIGITAN) was occupicd witkDut opposition by our
troops on 26 Jans

A patrol whi~h returned from the area approx 2% piles
south of SOVELE on 28 Jan rcported a clash with ot ilecast 2
encmy who were living in large gardens in the area. Eleven
Jeps were killed and approx 1l wounded. The enemy were well
clad, well equipped; and in good conditlon. Lerge guantities
of stores were found in e house in the srea, and cquipment and
documents were captured. Uscfui items were salvaged and the
remainder destroycd.

TAVERA

Activity in this area was confined to contacts with
emall harassing parties. A smnll enemy ambush on & track north
of the river, 27 miles inland, was dispcrsed by mortar fire
on 23 Jan, and two Ifurther enemy pariies of unstated strength
were envounicred in the sanme area on 25 and 26 Jane.

& patrol to SISURAI reached the main road approx
half a mile from the village, where flood watcrs prevented
further progresse Much evidenze was found of cnemy movement
south but no enemy were encountered during the three days the
patrol was oute

ADELE RIVER

During eveninz 27 Jan, 1l shells from an cstimated
150 mm gun fell into the sea off the mouth of the ADELE RIVER,
There was no damage or zasualtics.

MAWARAKA

Cicaring of the MAWARAKA -~ LHAKATOWNA area has continued
but & number of Japancse still remain, setting cmbushes and
generally harassing our operaticns. The eneny again used
ertillery fire on two cccasions, the first being on the night
of 22 Jaen, when the area immediaiely south of MAWARAKA was
engaged by an estimated two 75 mm guns and onc 150 mm gule
Most of the shells fell into the sea.

On night 26 Jan, the enemy, using at least two IMGs,
took the offensive and launched an unsuccessiul attack on an
Austrelian company position approx 700 yards north of MAKATOWA.
Thirty to forty shells, belizved to be from onec hcavy and two

light guns, were later fired into the MAWARAKA area, but no damage

or casuglties resuitad.

After clearing the encny from positions 300 yards
north of MAKATOWA on 27 Jan our troops moved forward but came
under fire from an estimated 12 enemy. The patrol withdrew and
artillery engaged the encimy position with unreported resuvlts.

On 28 Jan, an Austiralian force moving east to the
clearing north of MAKATOWA contacted and engaged an enemy
group, armed with L¥Gs, cntrenched approx L0O yerds north of
MARATOWA:;. Encemy resistance was stubborn, and our troops were
laat reported dug in with thec cnemy still in the area.
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Szath of the MAWARAKA -~ MAKATOWA road, a patrol on
21 Jan sngaged an encniy ambush of 1l Japs and two LlGs approx
a mile down the track south of MAKATOWA, and killed five before
returning to bases

Two enemy deserters surrcndered to our troops in
the area approx 600 yards norta of MAKATOWA on 28 Jan.

MOTUPENA POINT - PURIATA RIVER

No faurther enemy encounters have becn made in this
sextor sinece th. sighting of 10 Japs thrce miles SE of
MOTUPEMA POINT on 21 Jan- It was latay found that this group hed
abandoned heavy wireless cauipment and batteries.

On 27 Jan a patrsl moved SE along the coast to within
3% miles of the mouth of the PURIATA RIVER without contact.

Yuch track activity continues to be observed on the
beach from MOIIA POINT to HOTUPEVA POINT and natives report
there are eneny concentrations near the coast villasges at KAUKAURT,
TOKUAKA, KAKURUAI, LAKURUAT, MAMAGATA, RAKURURI and AITARA.

Matives continue to harass the Japanese, and more
reports of snemy :asualtiss at the hands of the natives have been
receiveds All natives in the LULUAL VALLEY are engaged in
disposing of the remnhants 5f the foree of approx 100 which
came from BUIN on 3 Jen in an unsuccessful attempt to relieve
the sti1ll busieged enerny troops at IZSTINA. The full total of
enemy dead is not yet known, but a2t least five more, including
iwo officers, have becn kilizd,

Natives in the AROPA VALIEY claim four more Japs
killed by rifle fire, and on 23 Jan snother 1l enemy from KAINGC
were killed, of whom nine were Xilled with grenades, Tour by
rifle fira, and one by an arrow. The six cnemy who escaped left
their dead, but retrieved the armse.

Our scouts report that 10 Japs arrived at TOBOREL
during the week via the coastal track freom BUIN.

Thirty enemy, with scme natives, are'working new
gardens at MORONI.

CHOISEUL ISLANG

The Japanesz havc abandonzd thsir PCROPORO camp site
and divided into &wo groups, one of whizh is ceamped near the
coast in the vicinity of DO DOA (unlocated) and the other on
the south bank of LAVELE RIVER (immcéiately south of POROPORC)
where they have some Zardens and arc preparing morce.

Canocs move dailly betwoon the mainland of CHOISEUL
and SIPASAI ISLAND %o PARAMA ISLAND. Two barges are hidden
L:erieath mangroves on the NE ccast of this island, and it is
suspected that a Fusl duzp has bcen cstablished there alsoe

Encmy <asualfics on BOUGAINVILLE:

To 28 Jen 22 Nov-28 J
Killed | 10452 562
PW 121 20

Wounded X 112
From unconfirmed scurces: Killed Pd 33
{x) No figures available prior %o 22 Nov



NEW BRITAIN

Australien troops on the north coast have continued the
advanee to the east. NGIB patrols are now moving from NANTAMBY
+o0 BAIA and MEVELO PLANTATION,

On the south ecoast, our forces are esteblished at
MATPA RIVER and are now moving north to XIEP. Our scouts

in this area report no enemy activity south of the MELKONG
RIVER. -

NEN IRELAND
_ A native patrol on UNGAN ISLAND (between NEW

IRELAND end NEV HANOVER) clashed with an enemy party on 23
Jane The patrol killsed two Jespancse and withdrew without loss.

No enemy were found on BANGATANG, LEMUS and WADEL
ISLANDS.

NEW GUINEA

BROKEN WATER BAY

On 20 Jan our forces reoccupicd BOSMAN and killed 22
out of 2l Japanese encountercd during the opcration.

Following an slr strike on 23 Jan, our troops
occupied a track junction in the WANGAN area. One wounded
Jap was capiured, but otharwise no enemy movement was Beehe

. Patrolling has bezn continued in the MARANGIS erea,
but epart from one Jap seen ncar the perimeter on 24 Jan,
no sightings were made.

YAMBES

A number of enemy sightings and contacts have been
made, but there is little change in the general situation.
On 21 Jan, patrols reported BULAMITA clear of the cneny, =nd
AMULI occupied by an unknown numbsr of Japs. On 25 Jan, our
troops attacked and occupied AMULI, the enemy withdrawing with
unknown casualties. BUNAHOI is reported to be occupied by an
estimated 90 Japaness. Fourteen of a party of 60 eneny werc
" k1lled while withdrawing to BALAGA on 23 Jan. According to a
native report, ARONGA is occupied by 24 Japs who are periodically
relieved from BALIF

DANMAP RIVER

Little change has token place during the weeke
Our base at ABAU has been strengthzned, and patrols are now
operating esst of that point, Onec enemy position approx
two miles east was occupied on 22 Jan, and further clashes
have besn reported from this area. A patrol base has been
established spprox one mile east of MALIN, and active
patrolling continued along the MIMAT and AHINA CREEKS. ABOAMA
approx seven miles south of ABAU, was entered without
opposition on 18 Jane
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SEA  ~ ENEMY

Iwo instances of encmy barge traffic have been reported
during the weck,

On morning 2l Jan, our troops heard sounds of = possible
barge in the vicinity of the GENGA RIVER, and the following
morning a barge was heard near the mouth.

On 27 Jan, a camouflaged encny barge was observed by
our forward patrols to leave the entrance to the lagoon, threse
miles NW of the mouth of the PURIATA RIVER, and move SE. The
barge was estimated to be sbout 20 feet long, motor powered,
and camouflaged with two whole sac sac palms placed upright,

Cur écouts on 23 Jan reported two bar%es hidden
under the mangroves on NE tip of PARAMA ISLAND (CHOISEUL).

A native poliee boy who formerly worked for the Japs

stated on 27 Jan that he saw a submarine unload cargo st BUIN
about one month ago.

AIR « QWN

BOUGATNVILLE

Strikes during the week were mainly against personnel
areas and concentrations of huts.

At the reqﬁest of forward troops MOSIGETTA was attasked
on 244 and 26 Jany results being obseurecd by smokes

Two successful strikes were made on PUK PUK ISLAND
and good coverage of the %arget areas was obtalned. Successful
strikes were also made at SORAKEN PLANTATION, MAROVA
KOROMIRA MISSION, KALTA (FAURO ISLAND) ana PARAMA IsfanD (iw
CHOISEUL). In the latter attack a suspected fuel dump and barge
hideout were bombed and & large explosion with black smoke
resulted. Scouts.lefier reported that there had been no sign of
movement on the island since the strike.

Corasir patrols and Taz/R aircraft bombed and strafed
opportunity targets resulting in several minor successes
agalnst barges and personnel.

NEW IRELAND

The heaviest strike during the week was made by 18
Mitohells on PINIKINDU POINT area when & good ccycrage of
the target was obtained.

Personnel areas at NAMATANAT were attasked on three
occasions &nd hits were scored on huts at PANAPAI, LEBRECHISHOF,
MONGAI, LAUAN BAY, LAMUSSONG, CAPE SIAR, KOKA PLANTATION and
LAMERNEWEX «




NEN BRITATN

The plane parks at SULPHUR CREEK were again the
min target hit this week. Eight Mitchells bombed the area
on 23 Jan and seven Venturas and 33 Mitchells on 25 Janhe
Ths target was well covereds

VUNAKANAU was bombed on 21, 23 end 26 Jan, direct’
hits being scored on the taxiway, revetmonts and dump areas,
Hutted areas near TOBERA Airfield were attacked on 28 Jan
with wobserved results, Amminition esnd fuel dumpse were
bombed at REMBARR RANGE and personnel areas at KABANGA,
Gﬁ’g GAZ%LE, KANAE RIVER, GILAIUN PLANTATION an@ KURUDUI
PLANTATION, :

RABAUL patrols accounted for one truck destroyed,

three set on fire and one damaged. Minor damege was eaused
t0 enemy installations.

NEW GUINEA

Beauforts made daily bombings on Jap oeccupled
villages in advaneces of our ground forces.

Ten Liberators attacked WEWAK area while 17 Bostons
conecentrated on MOEM POINT and KAIRURA ISLAND.

PHILIPEINES

. Heavy bombing and strafing of alrfields and Jap
18 of C on LUZON was maintained. Up to:16 Jan cumilative
dsmage csused by air attacks on LUZON totallsd 79 losomotives
(50% of pre-war total), L469 rail ears (25 %), 486 MT, 67
staff ears and 18 tenks.

'FORMOSA
On 17 Jen 78 Superfortresses dropped 2 heavy load

of bombs on SHINCHIKU Airfield, destroying all hangars and
mogt of the workshopse
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NEM OTREIGTHS - BOUGAINVIIEZ L
The folidwinﬁ is a revision Of"'gha-'@stimété_o_f_
mexirmm eneny strengtha by ereage Casualties and_sttrition -
Par Jan <5 heve been deducteds. . :
R G 300  Combabi 100 -
S ‘ " Bese & 200, .
. NORTH BOUGAINVIILE 1300 -  Corbati 720 -
(incl TAIGF Is) _ Base @ 380 ..
' Aprroac 40C believad
: o -€n ro_ute NUMA NULn
NUMA NUMA 153CC  GCorbabti 570 |
. Aase ¢ 430
Forwerd Of NUM~ NUML. 550 “‘Corbets 530
KIETA . 1550 Gombeds 145G
g Bagse ¢ 200
BUIN irea 5100 ~ Goubsb: 830 ”
(SILBAL River - Basg 1§ 4270 ' K |
TWRAU Bay) - -
o PAIPAT ~Tea - 1960 . Combabt: 1650
- (HGWGORGI - QabeI . . Base : 250
.- Rivers): - . o Jome troops carxzied
- at BUIN zre possibly
) locatsd ip @AIT&I erasn
' ENPRESS AUGUST.. BAY 13GO Corbat: 1000
- _ _ _ Basge ' §- 300
-  SHORPLIND ISLAND -1800 Gonbeb! ‘950
'~ Dase 'i 8560
FnURQ ISILAND 280 Combets 280
BALIAILE ISLeNND 400 dase. § 4C0
VU ISLIARD oo Cooakr 40
Bage 1 30
TOTAL 15,500  Combat: 8050 ,~
Bese § 7440 .

EFFECTIV=3 (at 6C%) 9300

In evaluating the fighting <treangth of the totel
15,600, the fellowing factars ~hnuli be beout in mindi-

-(8) aprrazinately 20 per cent are ineffective Gue to
hogpitalization or sickneas in linesg

(b) Between 50 - 40 per cent aro believed incavsable of
erduous dutles, and thce lar;e ncrcentage of the remainder
physicelly £it for htavy tesks for short periods onlyy




(¢) An estinated 10 per cent are permmmently required Tor
garden, salt and starch details, and deta~hed for duty.
outside the unit; :

(a) Morale is generally low, although the spirit to.fight %o
death still exists; '

(e) After three to four weeks of fighting sustained on native
foods, physical exhaustion among Japs lowers their fighting
efficiency very materially.

, Meximum effectives therefore probably do not
exceed 60 per cent of any force, and effectives inelude HQ
personnel, service troope, spcecialists and medical personnel,
further reducing the proportion of effcectives aveailable for
front line duty.

NW BOUGAINVILLE

Following is a summary of rccent cnemy activity
in NW BOUGAINVILLE rcvealed by documents captured in the TISIMBA
8rc8.

The defence of the NW coast of BOUGAINVILLE and
the islands to the west in Oct/Nov Lk was vested in the West Arca
Garrison Unit (CO Maj YAMADORI), composed mainly of 3 Bn and
, Regtl Troops of 8L Inf Regts This Garrison Unit was further
¥ divided into the "SUN' (Area GENGA - PUTO - KONUA), TARLENA and

TATOF Garrison Units. :

e : Barly in Oct Yl, approximately 50 men of 11

N Coy 81 Inf Regt lecft TATIOF ISLAND for NUMA NUMA. On 8 Dec, the
main strengths of 3 Bn, Tk A and Regtl Gun Coys were also
ordered to NUMA NUM\ although it was not until just after 17
Dee that the move was under ways

. APter thec dcperture of 3 Bn, the command of
the SUN Garrison Unit devolved on Capt KAWAKAMI (0C 10 Coy),
end 2/Lt OKADO (Pl Comd 1l Cqy) took over the TAIOF ISLAND
Garrison Unit. There is cvidence to sugcef that the Regtl Tk A
and Gun Coys did hot take their full complement of artillery
to NUMA NUMA. It is possible that personnel only made the journcy.

: In Dec "LOWER SAPORI ISLAND" (prcsumsbly
SAPOSA ISLAND as showaon the one inch series) was evacuated and
the Tk A Sec occupylng it was sent to GENGA.

e It appears that between Nov and Dee the main

H force of the TAIOF ISLAND Garrison Unit was transfcrred to the
: - mainland. Later, on 14 Jan, 2/Lt OKADO and 2l men apparently
o arrived in the TSIMBA area, and 1t has been reportcd by natlves
- that on 16 Jan a number of Jepanese arrived at TAICF from BUKA.

On 29 Dec the probsble dispositions of the SUN
Garrison Unit werec:-

10 Goy GENGA RIVER 20
SUN RIVER (222551) 10
PUTO 10
3% Bn HQ(elements) KUNAPOPD 19
3 MG Coy ? 9
% Bn G4 P1 (part) SUN RIVER 15
Tkt A Coy (part) . SUN RIVER 15 .
Gun Coy (part) SUN RIVER 5(estimated
Bty 38 --IMB Arty Bn(part) ? 25(estimated
Naval Det SOUTH OF PUTD 10(estimate’)

138

——— e . - T e s L SOy



: =10~

Re;nforcemenfs received 14 Jan:-

Pl 11 Coy 25
: 3

Casualtics (including wounded)

reported 29 Dec - 28 Jan 3
Estimate of present strength GENGA
RIVER Area 30

One document, undated but of recent origin, has set
out the number of weapons held in this area, Deduction of
those captured to date and those estimated to have bean
transferred from the asrea would leave the enemy with the
following maximum number of weapons in the GENGA RIVER Area:-

75 mm guns

70 mm Bn guns

37/47 mm Tk A guns
JUKI HMGs

Grenade Dischargers
LMGs

O WL D

. Excludsd from the above total are two Type 94 37 mm
guns and one MG returned to the Fd Ord Depot at PORTON op 8
Jane

This garrison has possibly rgecelved rein;orcements by
barge, and by land. A petrol reported Japanese 1200 yards south
of KUNRMATORO with 4 IMGs and a grenade discharger, but
these may have bsen part of the SUN Garrison Unite

Eﬂggg STRENGTH NE SECTOR SWEA

NEW GUINEA .- EAST OF AITAPE 20,500
NEW BRITAIN 321000
NEN IRELAND 7,000
SOLOMONS . 15, 500

TOTAL 75,000
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ggggg-;é§g=§gggg AIR BTRENGTH

BEatimate of enemy land based air strength in the
following areas is prepared on information to 16 Jan 45:~

. COMPARATIVES
AREAS P 28F BE¥ 2EB F/B F/P OBSN TOTAL 9 Jan 4 Jan
# PHILYPPINGS : -
MINDANAG 6 L 2 7 19 55 75
Tozen P 3 25 B 119 g 5
2’5 12 26 i% 3‘3 g’ E% 2 2?11
AMB ON=CERAM~
Mpon- ; 3 3 9 9
CELEBES 3 3 2 6 L 18 2l 75
JAVA-BALT -
pokire g 2 2 2 9 15 37 i3
BORNEO 17 8 3 8 3 39 54 119
FORMOSA= |
FORMOS, 3 102 23 90 1121 68 - 18 427 348 33

TOTALS - 183 4O 12 131 16 132 33 659 B854 1243

¢ Estimates do not include combat types assigned to
operational training units.

In the NEW BRITAIN - NEW IRELAND - JOLOMONS area, it
i3 considered that thes enemy air strength is as follows: -

COMPARATIVES
F ¥/P OBSN TOTAL 9 Jan 4 Jan
NEW BRITAIN
NEW IBRBLAND 15 8 2 25 22 22
S0LOMONS

The re-assessment of the fighter strength is the
result of continued indications of air activity in- the ares.

(First Aust Army Weekly Intelligence Surmary No 140)
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fIC YBACZEOALLY CRINALE

- -

Attachcd as Appendix “A' are detnils” cod eketchon -
of this grenade. SR T e T B

. DANGERS OF TAUPERING WITH GNEMY FQUIPHENP

o Reports have been reccived of serious injuries
t0 ‘Australian troops on BOUGAINVIILE resulting from tampering
with captured enemy equipment by inexperienced personnel.

" In this particular case the injweies were &~
caused by 70 mm Barrage Mortar Shells. The shell itself 1s a
tin cylinder spproximately 12 inches long and three inches
in diameter and contains & nurber of small silk and papor-- ¢ -
parachutes attached to smali cannisterss Inside cach of- these - .
cennisters is an inoffensive looking, blasck, stcel
shrapnel tube {three inches long and 2 inch in diometer} with
a cord and paper perachute attached. The tube has a red band
at 1ts top. It contains a powerful explosive and can bs
detonated by a tug of the cord aittashed to it.

~
Y
,2‘-.} SHRAPNEL TUBE
2,
3 | -
?: ’\g -"I: “
S 3=« | rep BAWD !
- |= |
7 = o
o = The Japanese cheracters read:
] ;;_ géapggox_ ~ "Danger. Do not touch"
A 1-;—:.
1 1=
7=
‘-..:I’-.-_':—-:_;- .L'

Among a number of Typc 88 Instantancous Fuzes
recelived at this HQ rcécently several showed the marks made by :
pliers in an attempt to examine the fuze. The detonaior
--4n thess and other fuzes is fulminate of mercury and- careless
tampering with them could cause serious injury.

: ' - Jepanese hand grenedes cannot always he relied

upoa to function in the rorwal manner. The Tuzz dcley has

been found to- be erratis. A number of gronades rocovered in

NEV GUINBA had been left lying ahoud in an srea oceupicd by ‘
our troops, On exsmination it was found that the delay train
had been intentionally removed sc that had the fuze <over beewn
struck, the detonation would kheve decn insSanianeous: - - :

: There are sany othey picecas of cnemy ecguisment
which can be extremel? dangercus in incxiperisnced hands.

The maxim is noit to Se ~ueious te se how The
thing works. Leave any exominastion zc *he cxpept apd haendle
enemy explosives with care aud reszedi:

{The substance of the sbovs is ﬁf 2¢ rapubllsncd in Foimation
and Unit Intelligence Sunmaries; ~
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9. GENERAL

MORALE

The ecrack in morsie of the 13 Inf Regt, o the

proud 6 Div, is widening. This Division, before FIW wiUicafA,
had a record of an unbroken series of victories. Since
- REB¥_GEORGIA it has suffered an unbrokean series of defeats.
T To instances of cracking morale noted in last week!s summnary
were added others in the past week.

T™wo Arty Sergeants £rom MAKATORA deserted and
surrendered, saying they were tired of the war and living on
a starvation dlet. They were in very poor physical condition
and probably characteristic of most of the remnants of 13
Inf Regt. They said msny others would surrender if they saw
an opportunity. Some were in hiding waiting the arrival of
our troops. Desplte written instructions on three separate
occasions to several front line units to attack the
Australians, no counter aitiazk has veen launcheds

A letier captured on 19 Jan, wrlitizn the previous day
by Capt EGAWA of 13 Inf Regt to his Regimental Commander,
reflects the gloom end depression of its author, and indicates
that the enemy in the MAWARAKA area are fully awarc of the
N hopelessness of their positions Simificant cxtrocis ares—

"The Bu. Commander and men and I have made a final
determinatione You tan only die cnee. Death is a matter
o of grave impordancee For the entire battalion to die
i is 8 calamityesaThe gprvit of officers and men of the

X Regt are low, and the c¢xpected results will nct eventuate.
l I regret that the efforis weren't encush. When you eonsider
the actual condition of each =zompany, it is o thing to be
expected. s Tomorrow, officers and men, to my regret,
believing the light of viectory 1s dGime.-.{but) fortified with
speclal ratlons of potatoes and other foods..-are going into
battleess Officers and men of the Regt nave weakened bub
regigned themselves that it is destiny. Tomorrow, 3 Bn will
attack at a fixed time, and will advanze uvntil annihilation,
After annihilation the honour of the reziment will be
revealed."”

s

PART IIT
TOPOGRAPHLAL

Attached as Appendix “B" arc arrgstions o plaze names and
additions to topographical information on 3UCCGAINYILIE ISLAND.
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~oP—25-Farm—#5.

JAPANESE CERAMTC "BASEBALIM GRENADE

A new Japanese hand grenade has . bean recovered
from the ORMOC area, LEYTE. From the translation of an accompany-
ing document it is learned that the Japanese have given it the
temporary name of Type L (194lt) hend grenade; however, for
purpose of-identification we can appropriately call it a-
"Bageball" grenade.

‘ This hand grenade is spherical shaped, slightly larger
in diameter than a regulation baseball, Its spherical shape is
interrupted by a short neck which housés the fuze. Covering
the grenade body, which is either glazed pottery or white
porcelain, is a close fitting thin rubber cover provided for
safe handlings A separate nipple shaped rubber cover serves as
a waterproof protection for the fuze and a retainer for a small
circular wooden plate which has an abrasive match box siriking
composition on one sids.

The fuze construction dates back to the first principles
of hand grenade manufacture. It is composed of a detonating cap,
slow burning powder %rain and has a match head igniter at the
tope The entire fuze unit is fitted in a rubber casing cemented
in the neck opening. The match head igniter protrudes slightly
above the top of the neck.

To use this grenade, first remove the rubber nipple
and the abrasive sitriking block. Idght the fuze by scratching
the abrasive plate across the match head surface. Toss the
grenade at the objective as soon as it has ignited.

The enade wlll ex iode'an roxinatel seconds afier
the match.ﬁeadgﬁaa been éﬁgivgd. 3 iive burgtg g radius is
ne

e
Lo he cap e 0 n ey i .
%Egre be?ng no me ag ghc grgna g,Srggui%igglggégmgggggfon
of the ceramic body has little effect. The burst has a sharp
report and a cloud of vhite smoke marks Hthe location of the

- explosion.

Sketches of the arenade are attached.

——— o S ok g e bt gy
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TOPOCGRAPHICAT, TNPOR: ATTON

Refmaps: BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND 1" fo 1 liile Series
" i 1 OTUPENA Pt-PURIATA R
Track L.ap

PLACE NALES
. Insert - Sheet kapref Remarks
- KUNAMATORO TATOF Is 1V 250573
I LALUK " 255586
L : KURUR " 224490
PUTO N 225535
e RUKUBSTA " 230519
i KURUR R Houth " 227502 e
S PETINBAUBAU BANIU 1% 367667 Alternative spelling
5l for TANIUBAUBAU.
Delete Shest taapref Remarks
¥ " RURUR TAIOF Is 1Y 214479 Refer Intelligence
o ) Summary No 9.
PUTO i 228527
¥ RUKUSSIA " - 225493 -
0y TRACK INFOREATION

Refmap BANIU 1" to 1 Lile

Track from jetty 285678 to RATSUA 298681 well
defined and well worn. '

From ref 290635 track skirts east edge of swamp area
into SORAKEN Plantation at 272613. TFootpad continues aecross
NAGAM River at 263618 and links with coastal track at 2115627.

From 272613 track proceeds to 272595,'thed curves
SW to LALUL 255586.

(Track and references are from Tac R and are to be
regarded only as approximate). '

Refmao HOTUPENA PLi-PURIATA R Traclk Liap

Track observed from 803568 running for about
1000 yards in direction of HAWARAKA, - Couniry flat but
appeared quite dry. (Tac R).

Track from 910&92 to 934502 in good condition;
well worn footpad in centre. .
RIVER CROSSIMGS

Refmap BANTU 1" to 1 Hile

A1l streams in TENINBAUBAU-BANIU area were bridged
by Japs, but all thesz bridges are now in a bad state of .

?i; _ disrepair.
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Refmap AITARA 1" to 1 Mile

056359 - A low level bridge LO feet x 18 feet of log construc-
tion now exists. Appears serviceable for MT. '

008382 - A log bridge 50 feet x 12 feet now exists. Appears
) serviceable for MT.

985386 ~ Bridge in process of reconstruction,

Refmap HOTUPENA Pt~PURTATA R Track Map

896618 ~ Shallow ford 20 Teet wide; stony boitom, gently slop-
- ing banks. Track appears jeepable, average width 10

feet.
831605 - Single log bridge with handrail.

Refmap KARA 1" to 1 liile

210289 - Possible ford of stones and logs.

2145299 - River approximately 20 yards wide; ford constructed
of stones. Road corduroyed on east approach.

288297 - Ford approximately 60 yards long and 18 yards wids.
Refmap KIETA 1" to 1 Mile '

314876 - Bridge damaged.

: All bridges from 283917 to 313874 are new and
appear capable of taking light wheeled traffiec.

These bridges are at refs 30088L, 295885, 296895,
294902 and 2744918.
RIVERS & CREEKS
| Refmap TATOF Is 1" to 1 lile

Correct position of stream shown on map from 221551
to 227548 is 100 yards to north.

Refmap KARA 1"to 1 Hile

TAGUAT 262287 - River 8 to 10 yards wide runs SW
past east side of village.

Refmaps KARA, ATTARA 1" to 1 Mile

MIBO River 105227 - Possibly navigable for small
craft to a point 200 yards upsiream. River banks are 3 feet
high. No natural cover from mouth to this point.

ROBIKAT River 144222 - Water stagnantes ¥Flows west
behind beach and joins ereck estuasry at 122225.

938372 - River approximately 100 feet wide and
shallow, P

HARI River 995329 - River 15 feet wide, dammed by
bank of logs. Average width from mouth to dam is 10 to 15
yards. Sandbar at mouth just awash. River not considered
navigable in any parts

T,
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OCGARATA River mouth 018282 - kiouth obstructed by
sand bars and log lying across bar. Yater appears stagnant.
Not considered navigable.

SILIBAT River 203208 - kouth approximately 25 feet
wide, fairly shallow, rapid flowing, sandbar 1Z to 18 inches
under water. JAverage width of river from mouth to ford at
215299 is 35 to L5 feet.

Refmsn BANIU 1Y o 1 %ile

_ LAVELE River is shown on map but not namsd. It
- is the first river south of PORA PORA.

i GENERAL TNFORHATION

o Refmap it TARCKA 1" to 1 Hile

Ny

R Position of WIDA on map approximately correct.

i _ (Source AIB).
._!—

En Refmaeps TATOF Is, XONUA, BANIU 1" to 1 iile

i Jetty at 156655 (TAWICA Is) - approaches damaged.
1 Jettiags et 236661 and 23466l are unserviceable,
o only the piles remaining.

» MOTUPSNA Pt-PURTATA R Track hap _

! At 847595 there is a large concentration of huts
o just off main track which runs slightly to the north of this
HER " position.

.I& At 858593 there is & concentration of at least
-.:‘_'_"" 6 h'l.lts.

Refuap AITARA 1" to 1 Hile

Ff‘ ‘ 987302 to 020280 - Wo reef observed for one mile
g offshore; deep water close in to shore.

Beach is of greyish sand 10 to 15 yards wide with
a gentle slope. 250 yards behind beach there is a belt of
swamp 70 yards wide.

4 Refmep TECP 1" to 1 liile

. No buildings seen at KAKURIKG 636617 and IKEDA's
Store 634623,

Refmap INUS 1" to 1 HMile

695308 PIPIPAIA - iiajority of huts have collapsed.
Huts at TUTUPAIA 648297 are unserviceable.

633290 TUIOPIRI - Village has been moved to 6115286,
It consists of 8 to 10 native type huts.

Refmop KIETA 1" to 1 hAiile

VAGOROMODO Reef 284974 - The reef is covered with
Lo water. There is a white cylindrical object, approximately
L 24 feaet in dlameter and 5 feet high, with four dark objects
T around its base in the form of a square. It appears to be
L a marker of some description.




' SECRET .

Y EWBMY HOVRMSET SY SEA - SOUTHERY DOUGAINVILLE

1> . Bince’ 9 Jan therc has becn considerable evidence of personnel
end/or stores having landed along the south coast of BOUWGAINVILLE
between PURIATA River and MOIIA Foint. Full details of =1} air
'gishtings in thias regerd are shown on attached Appendices "A" and
-B, -

¥ ITn substansiation of t'e forezoing, a document eaptured on 11
Jan end thought %o have been written by an officer of 13 Inf Regt,
‘states inter alia
. %I do not ¥uow the present situstion and plens of our Army,
Zven thouzh tkers has been many roquests made on the infantry
situation, there bas been no reports, I do not understand the
- ecnemy's plan, The entire personnsl of the company will defend
- . the position to the last men, The second 3roup from SEORTIAND
- has not yet arrived and we are in diffic .

‘S This is net the first occaslonr that troops have been moved
from the SHORIIANDS and FAUROS to forward areas as 2 Bn South Sea
Garrison Unit wes transferred to the mainland for the TA operation
.and svbsequently returned to those Islands,

-1 Bnerry strength on SUORTIAIND Islarnd as at 1 Dec was castimited
‘at 2400 and FATZR0 as 300/400, -

‘5 The first evidonce of these larndings in the ares concorned was
“Peported on 9 Jan when the perlod of mwaonless nights comnenced,
vhick conditlon will continue until 20 Jan,

"}'6 ‘As the nuwber of enemy barges are limited and smnl) boats, .
 1akmtols ete,, could only carry & few personnel, the number of
: troops transported sach night would be smll,

- COSCLUSTIONS

7 The enemy has adequate rcserves in SEORTIAND Islands and sines
S night £/9 Jan has beon moving some of these to BOUCAIWVILLE to —
- reinforece his front in the JABA River area, ;

-:?'_';8 . The resaor for relnforcing from SGORTIANDS instead of from BUIY
.Aared yay be cither that his troops in that arca are already cormitted
- for deferce in case of an Allied larding on the south coést, or that
. they are essentially required for cultivation of gardens,

9 Troop movement cormenced on night ¢/9 Jan snd owin: to the amll
- -pumbers transported each night, mAy continue throughout the period of
. dark nights, i,.,e, until 20 Jsr, .

.10 The entrance to BUIN Earbour between the mainland ard 3HORTLIALD
- Islard tes been mincé by the Japs and this passage is thought to
‘be covered by cosat dofence guns from northern S SETIAKIB and MOTIA

- Polnt, Therefore, to obtain the greatest protection against Allied
~light naval craft, his sca route would prodbebly be from SIORTLANDS

along the east of minefields to vicinity of HOILA Point, thence

very close along shore to polnt of disembarkation,

/ - A
7 GSI/207
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o It n recomended that -

(a) A Blnck Cat fron GREEB Ialand patrol the area from uOIIA

Point to PURIATA River nightly 411 20 Jan, This patrol
.. to he coord.imted vith a PT boat patrols -

 (6) ‘PT boats from-TREASURY Island fo stand off shore ApproX .. -
.~ .10G0 yards and to be- ready to ¢lose with barges when ‘

. ‘Black Cat locates them on BADAR, Black Gat to call P'fl
o 1n and lizht: target by flares. o

: {c) The succosaful prevention of any f‘uri:hei‘ reinforcem'ent.-

in this area depends on keeping the patrol by Black Cat - :::_..f__g
. end PT boats in this area each night until after 20 Jan, -

L /d /a««/



"APTENDIX PA"

EFEJI HQVEFENT BY SEA - SOULEERM BOUGAINVILLE -

%ﬁ- " The following are reports on signs of enewy activity on beaches .
7 betwﬂen PURIATA River and =O0IIA FPolnt since 1 Jan 44:-

Iate ' _ Relevant Extract from Report

4 Jan Foobt tracks were seen on the beach above il
between 904350 and 045264,
At 952319 numerous tracks leadinz up beach
Lrom water edze into itrees, ,

9 Jan . Considersble number of tracks in sand leading
' fron waters edse to jun le, This was particular-

ly noticeable betwenn HOBIATI Etver and
KUKURUAI, At least six groups of these tracks
appeared as though personnel hed been landed
from beats, Sand was heavily trodden down,
There was considerable track aschbivity along
beach from i10ITA Point to PURIATA River,
Activii, not continuous, only in areas,

10 Jan Between % IB0 River and MOBTAI River noted
skid marks on beach,

11 ‘Jan On the south side of each river mouth between
- from PURIATA River to if0ITA Point observed
sisns.of boats or barges having been-drawm up
across meach into. serub, These marks were not-
1ced In approximately six places zlthough in
‘some places 1t appears as if efvarts had been
made to conceel them, -

12 Jan . Dbsgerved between EARI River and MOBIAI River
: - foot. and keel marks in places in the sand,
Feoot marks were prominent at river mouths,

12 Jem  Fresh foot tracks visible along beach, thence
~ ‘te river at 684387, : :

12 Jan Eet1~en 985505 and 000350 road easily visible
ana appeared in excellent condition. Showed
igns recent heavy use,
'fCGXAEFT. This road was clogsed to natives in
Oct 44 and phébos taken 30 Oct, showed it to
be continuously used by uT, and = dump grea -
to be located in the general area dAﬁAGATA -
LAKUF,AI), N
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