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- .- Army Form W3009 (Adopted) %} Army Form W.2009
A0 Page 1) ¥ . . (Adapted) (Page 2)
b FIELD RETURN OF OTHER RANKS (ot - 20 it ERCHEL M PR EIRE EEXCH VR—— drgied) Taze D)
‘ - B —ea"\,’ _._._I_u'._.(m No.) .'1 E . 2 R )'m No.
[ - B | - . - .
L At 0600 Hrs. Satarday. 2 /. b /1985 . Quacrd Coke (unity 3 PARTE. Detail of Present Strength and Reinforcements required as shown in
p— - ’ i .
weML/80G ) orFms_ 9 om's. \._4 OFFES. — OR's.~ _ATT. BY WE. o Part A of Army Form W.3009 at 0600 Hours Saturday 3/ v. /194 s.
Bz, 7 it
Part A. Posted Strength, Surplus or Reinforcements Required. i Detatts of IR Detalls of il ¥ Detalls of gl .3 Detatls of i | .3
| FEE U i 1 R O 1 e 1 il
T v cgnurl. g |22 ig GEOTF L {omt) | p 2'5, ZE]| cmovritiemty | g B2 25| cmorPMLieml) | 3 (22 55’
o 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 o
i W.I-EICLUDIXG ATTACHED. ATTACHED ALLOWED BY W.E. : Ammunitlen Fxsminers Sarvegocs, Engineeriag Qparyting Room Arsis. G.7.0. Axshstants
DETALL. o Armamest Ariileer Sarvevors, RAL Openator, Keybeard Hammertoen
Rrinfts. DeSelem Poated : Posted Burples to Defictent TLelcfls. it
gt | W | MWE T | smme Am o G | girengin, WE. wE Requires. 3 b Armazent ArtiSeer .:,_,‘;”‘E'?'& Operator, Line Leather Silichers
) Armament Ariificer urrerar,
W.Os. Class I. : _ Titter (MY Trigunemgtriesl Operater, Siynal Orderiles, Norsdag
W.0s. Class TL ! Fitter SAF.V.Y Teoloaters Operater, Switchboard :nm ~
Squadron or Company = f. '.”mggu_.";l Artifeer Torme Operaler, Wirzlem Flats Layess
Quartermaster Sgts. iy uﬁum Artificer Watchmakers Opticians Rangrtakers
Stafl Sergeants £ E ;im Aruncer Weldars Falotets Rirctters
- - Iﬂ_
= Yy Armymest AMAcT Panel Besters Rocrhutders
Sergean T Wiretrss
Corporals H Ariificer, Arilery ;é':'n‘;TE' Saddlers
1 \ L Troopers, Privates, etc. : i Astifcer, Kegioe Preficter Xusibers Baddietres tmakers
Clvillans counting as OR. E Blaeksmilke Pristers ERocmakar aad Koo
“Totals of cols. merked * o Brictlarers Eadisgrsphers Strrederes
. - #| should ngree with detalls - . : Cempatars Rirgers tekers, . Enpine
: \ ‘ L shown In Part E on Page 2. «l B Staty.
1 Cosls, Haspiis) GROTP IL fawners Steremen, Technical
. Anslrsis shown CM.P. i
LT oty ams coued 1n uh:f‘ 10 | Dtz arr o nr ovarlawas [aauws| covm | raw {raar]| o |TOTA ! E Cappernmilks Armesrers Slmaticrs Taflers
B L will and orer. H
e l:.‘l’h’ﬂl e B‘:‘I)L::dgﬁ;? L Teaars orer. - _ i) ‘: : Dlspenters Axemen :u:nnn:hnm Textile Belitters
T awr 1 b wa 7 oot pro- L+ N Draxghlsmen Bakery ey Tlarmltts
Tesd for i e e v, e 20 DK | o éf et} Bty. Comfe. Ant. Well Barers T
Yorees, 10 T Fefest BN [ 1 i Dokt Ballerzakers Wheslers Wagen Erectens
iEwginecring)
: Ranks Drazrhizmen Carper Winchman Whitemiths
Pars.B. Other Ranks Attached from Other Units,  § rore G- Cther Included in Part A Detacked 1} jpéciaaicy sers
. 1] to Other Units. : ?T.:z:::,h?m) Carpeaters and Joloars Wiresan
"tm“ Tatt to which they Belorg | FOS0F | pure 1o whieh they bekewe | POINE O] vngt to whieh cetached | FGIECH] vutt 1o whieh detached. : Dlectriclans Cosks Weodtaraers
H FElectrictans (ALY.) Daatal Mechazica
- E Hleciziclas (Siznsts) Drprer ik, (o
i Fitters Drirre-Ozeralor
- l: Fhters {Crcie) Drziners
! Fiiters (Electrical) Bieetrichns
! Fltters (Onn) Frpriomest gineers}
) H Filters (Instrymeeat) Fire Coalrel Operatars GROTY TL O .
i msunaLv) Gan Operater Battery Surveyues BAT MEN s |5
E o amaind Hatchzaa Eatekary Ddae M ]!
' Fitters, Rlgmals Halght Taker Clerts
: Grindrr, Precidan Hells Operater Clerks, Eepply
! Mecharten, Imatrement Insirament Operstet Clesks, Techaieal
: e R Iatellizence Duties Coach Trimmers
i oy lasiruzisnt Juiners Cancrutens
' Muthanizs, Radlo Lineman Cacka
E Mrebanics, Trpewriter Lineman, Siroats Dental Clitk Ondarfles
' Mechanles, Wirdess Lithagraphers Despalel Riders ATTACHID BY WK
ARt ERE et e, —————— (R = 0 o B o B 00 e 2 e e e rssaseE— e —————— ! Millwrights Machlalsts, Meta) Draxghirnem, Sirmls
. . Operatery, Excaralor Machizlsty, Wood Dtivers, H.T.
. - Part D. Descrlpllop of Other Panks Whose Retarn T (Unit) is Particularly Requested. ./ /194 v —
Fharmacht Marsrers Driver Tpin, Flant
Army No Rank.  Nzmeand Inittals, REMARKS (e. preent whereabouls f koewn), _—
Phatarrapet. Mechanles, MLT. Engine Mands, 1.C.
Photewriter Miners Equipment Bepalrers
Plazdet Hogldery Farrim
Saw Doctors Murses, Tratzed Filters’ Mates
ScrYersrs Ohkserralion Feuf Assiz Cua Liyers
marksd * to agres
CARRIED FORWARD CARRIXD FORWARD CARRIED PORWARD with entumma 4 azd 3, | 7 G
ana 1 and 10 of Part .
A. tespectirely.

ROTES.—~{a) If rank gther than private 11 fovelved glwe defally oo beck.
tb) Actharized trades er apeclalists not Included In It will be sddsd a3 Taguired In peces provided.
{e) Where AW.AS. ard/er AAMW.E persrel are desited ahow
(4} Whetwy rrplecemsnt not cerived nate acccrdingly cn Tetarn by Insertion of NIL 1o col ~Paints, Ruguired ™
{¢) Where any tequeit or notatien s maca cn back of formy, the woids “Sce Back™ sbould ke writien in one of ths Blasy fpases oo iz page.
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PR 4
ARG . [

3 L= W{— <

Date of Despatlch B Signature of Commander

L.H.Q. Preys—3$11—-38/43—312m.

E
)
8
]



Army r&mé\gboe (Adapted)
: Jan., 143}

e FIELD RETURN OF OTHERRANK;SU_ "'"“!Z.f: (Sertal Nod

E At 0600 Hrs. Saterday!® / % /1085 | Qued: ¥ Cole (Unit)

i l&-a-v\\-“la Q-—@Mé;-* 2o Unit Pt s, 1o

PARTE. Detail of Present Strength and Reinforcements requn'ed as shown in
Part A of Army Form W.3009 at 0600 Hours Saturday 0/ /1946 ,

e D %,y oprrs. SomsT) 1 OFFRS_— _ORs — _ATT. BY WE.

LH.Q. Pres—H1—3/43—312m.

L d
1
1
1
) J
T
I
3
t
r
1
1
]
1
L
L
r
i
: Part A. Posted Strengtih, Surpins or Reinforcemenis Required. t Detatts of : 5 Detalls of £ g Detalls ot £ 3 Detstls of 4 g
‘ : ‘Tradesmen, - E ﬂg Tradermen. o !5 %, Tradnimen. 5 35 gs nﬁ " EE §s
: : GHOUP L ¥ gg oROUF Licwety [y | B3| S¥| cmoverqeary [ [33) 2E] oxourimiaes |3 3k
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 !
. ’ WE EXCLUDING ATTACHED. ATTACHED ALLOWZD BY W.E. = Ammunlijen Framintry Surrerect, Engtacericg Opetraling Rostn Ants. G.P.0. Auhiants
. DETAIL. ! Armamegl Ailficer Sarveyors, RAA Operater, Kerheard Himmermen
Reinfts, Deficient Byrptas ta Posted Posted SBurplus to Deficient Retnfts. 1 ey
St Reqeed | W WE Stremgth Ami of Corpk | siength. W.E WE Required. ' iyl "r-%um Operatsr, Lize Leather Sttichers
. r Arma Arilficer
. ' W.0s. Class I, ' it _Trigsaeytries) Operater. Szl Onlesiics, Karsing
- Arpasment ArtiSeer rdariies, Narstrg
S W.0s. Class IL | e avy) Toolmabe Opersier. Suitebbenrd ety
Armament Ariificer
Squadron or Company ! _tastrament Turners Operater, Wirlers Fiste Layers
Armamend Artificer
Quartermaster Sgts. i Eedls Watchmakery Oplicians Racpriakyrs
- Armameai Artifcer
Staff Sergeants H Stgeal Welders Talnters Rirstters
Bergeants H "'“““"‘m! Artiflcer Panel Bzates Eexztriders
- ] Corporals : Artigeer, ArtOlery Pt o Baddlers
- 1 \ ( Troopers, Privates, ete. 1 Arilficer, Eagine Predicier Nzmbery Saddistres makers
2. 1
' Civilians counting as OR. ! Elackamlihy — Ehsemaker and Biot
| Totals of cols. merked ¢ ! Bricklarers Radlegraphers Stevederes
ol A (. . Shonld&mewé:thdemﬂsz _ b d ; Comyatars Rizrens Stakary, Staty. Engine
own In Part E on Page
sh - ! Cueks, Haspiial GROUF IL Sawnn Steremen, Techoio)
Analysix shown ALL CALP. !
galts. ofnﬂu‘gu:;ammzﬂ%m. Detall ALY [Under 3] 12 Years |AWAS. [aAauws| cviL | RAN [RAAP] we | TOTAL ; Ceppersmilys ArmecTers Sirzallers Tallers
stoctions for compilation of this return will TYears., | and orer.
compiets analyuls of Part BIN acd H(2). L n i Jp I Dispenery Arrmen :tnnﬂmumm Textlls Reftters
. ; A
.{_..mmmu.zmm;m l Drasghizmen Bakers Tinsmiths
Y, vided I wn shown Draxch lamen
.. ©at .éfm";:;‘;‘:‘iu“‘é‘. own, ze. W TZ | O H Miectural) Biy. Comd's. Anst, Well Borers Vleanlners
I Yorvew 10 NX Femss B ] [ . . 1 (Cetiatriag) Ballermakery Whechers Wagen Erectsrs
T : - Part C. Other Banks Inciuded in Part A Detached ! eciatien Carpenters Wischmex Fhlterntite
+; Fart B. Other Ranks Attacheq from Oiher Units, to Otker Units. : Bressiiae -y
e —{(Tapeqraphical}
Tntt to which ey belanz | TR | gag to whien they Sekmg | PRT | g 1 whien rtachea. Nemberc? | it to which detached. ! Electriclans Cooks Wonlterotn
! Plectrictazs (WLY.) Deata) Mechantes
1
1 _Eeriridass (Slgaal) iy yanlad
: Filters - Driver-Opmater
; Fliters (Cyche) Dralners
- ! Fitters (Elecirical) Declrichies
Tt T Eleeiriciany
:'._: : Fitlers (Gxn) {R=gineers) oE oF
: ' Fltters (Pasirumeni} Firs Ceateul Operaters GEQUP IIL HOX-TREADESMEN.
' Fltters (MLV.) Gun Gperitor Battery Sxrveyers gavmend 5 1yt -
‘f‘ i e Ralimay Hatckman Batehars NAS ™7, L v
i : Fitters, Eigsals Height Takor Clerka
H Crinder, Prechttaz Ficlly Operater Clerka, Saoply
o H Mechantes, Instrunsent Instrameut Opersior Clerks, Teehnieal
E 1 T festrument
: ] } Teigeals) Ealellizsaey Dutlss Conch Trizmmars
i Mechbanles, Inatrarent
: Sargieal) Jalners Caacrelers
i Mechaaln, Radio Linemas Cosha
: Mechgales, Typewriter Lisemisn, Sigasls Dextal Clerk Orderiles
: Meehaxles, Wircless Liihegraphert Despaleh Rifery AYTACHED RY W.E
e ——————— mmremm———— B e e e TSR Mitwrights Marhlalats, Metal Braughismes, Sipmb
N I
- R ' Operatsrs, Excarsior Machisisis, Wacd Drivers, LY.
 Part D. Description of Other Ranks Whose Return To {Unit) is Particularly Requested. .../ /194 .. : -
H Pharmacit Masweurs Driver Tota. Punt
Aroy Mo Rank, Na=y ard Initiaty, AEMARKS (cg. pfesent wherpalbouty ¥ kocwnd. )
1 ToatTTIphen, Mechazics, MT. Exgise Hinds. LC.
]
: Fhalowriter Miners Equipment Eryalery
: Plamber Mealders Farrlers
H Saw Doctors Marses, Tralosd Nty Mates
: Sarisyers Obserraliss Fest Axxts, Cun Layers
: mu eolumny
* o xgrew
: CARRIED FORWARD CARRIZD PORWARD CARRIZD PORWARD :;:l:a cclumna 4 and 7, fl c, (
1 1 and 15 of Part -
: A, Tupxtinely. * .
]
t Nmm—(-)unummmunlnmmunaumﬂm
i B} Authorised trades or speclalists pot inctuded in Mt will be s2ded 58 Tequifed In mpeces provided. R
! {c) Whare AW.AS. and/or AAMW.E. peronns]l ary desited show eetalls on beck. L
! - (d)wammsmwuummmmuwunxmmmmum}
- : (c)annwrmwmmnmhuhuuhmlum'&-h:r'mhmkm.hmotmmmmmm
' e R o S,
| 10-L ~d Y., o eGP /e K
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' - ' Army Form W30 (Adapted)
' Py W ;
FIELD RETURN OF OTHER RANKS N, s Ko
: _ 2G04 G, Bmr -
At 0600 Hrs. Saturday'l/_ 2/19a¥ , QA Gl (van

8. QAo 0 ¥ 4Gt . g 3 Forn W30

T | T/ et M.
PARTE. Detail of Present Strength and Reinforcements required as shown in

Part A of Army Form W.3009 at 6600 Hours Saturday \\/ > /194 %,

S we W 8°%,'  opprs. 7 om's ) | OFFBS._ . _OR's . ATT. BY WE.

1
[
2
i
1
t
I
t
)
]
1
I
[
t
I
i
- . I -
e Part A. Posted Strengith, Surplus or Reinforcemenis Required. ; Detalls of 5 § Dutaits o 1 Detafis af | 3 Detalls of i3
- N e PR IS PR B PR
; . : CROUF L B. EII gs GROUP L {cet) '_ é?y |1 GROUP IL (reutd -3 2 Eg ES EII :
Y 1 2 3 4 5 5] 7 8 9 10 }
W.E KICLUDING ATTACHZD, ' ATTACHED ALLOWED BY W.E. ' Azcanitlen Pram} Susvryers, Engioersing Opesating Roam Asxts. G.2.0. Anslsiants
: DETAIL. 1 Armament Artificer &
: Retefs. | Defcemt | Sumpluste | Pute Am or © Fostd | Sulnsto | Dectent | Retafis, § _Euer wrreyes, BA-A Operatar, Kegbuard Hammerman
: Required. WE WE Gtrength. Btreagth. WE W.E. Required. : Armansent An.l!t'!r Tmm"&l Operalar, Lise Leather Siitchery
W.0s. Class I, E e Trigonsmgtrics) Operator, Sigmal Ovfertics, Nanxing
Arpament Artifirer Ordariles, Nurziay
W.0s. Class II. ' Nitter (AY.V.) Toatmalers Operater, Switihbasnd Menta}
Squadron or Company : I‘n' ""m""', Artifcer Terners Operater, Whitlens Tlate Layers
Quartermaster Sgts. : :ﬂml Astificss Watlehmakers Opticians Eanretakers
Staff Sergeants : ﬂ;‘ﬂm Artiicer Welders Palniery Rireticrs
Sergeants : Arsaruct Astifler Pazcl Beatera Roughriders
rals 1 Fhelerraphet,
Corpo 1 Artlficer, Ariiliery Dry Pats Radflers
L 1 {o Troopers, Privates, ete. : Artilficer, Engles Predicter Nxmbers Saddletres ukers
) Civilians coumting as OR. E Blickemiths Pristers Sheemiber and Boot
L Totals of cols. marked * ' Brickisyers Radisgraphers Strvedery
L \ »| should agree with detalls . * ! Cazipators Risres Stakers, Staty, Engine
shown in Part E on Page 2. i
H Cosls, Hagplial GROTP IL Sawnn Staremen, Teckaind
- cur.
Anairsia of Part te thows here by ALL
goita  Only mg::m In pera. -f:g'u;ﬁ Detart ALY [Goder 3] 1pYaars [AWAS [aauwse| cvih | RAX. | RAAP.] = | TOTAL E Copperamithy Arowerers Sigzaliers Tallsrs
smuetiens for compilatien of this relorn Years. | and over.
', cooplets amabyis of Part B(1) and BN " G ] i t’ 1 Dispexmrs Axcoen Slgnwriters Textile Bedtiers
“ . % Peroninel bel o & cxtegy et pro- l :“"““’“‘ Balers Negbers Tizamitts
; the shown
o Prtimatar i be v, S5, 2 UK | O - I _&-n%,&@ Biy. Cond's. Auitl, Well Borers Velcsaliers
L. Porees 10 MR Fores. . B0 [ ] H 3 Deflermarens bt i
:—;? Part Ranks he 1 Drsagatzmen Carpenters L —— Whitaxhizs
- Part B. Other Ranks Attached from Other Units. C. Other Included in Part A Detached ;g
2 ” to Other Units. : e Carpenters sod Jelners Wireenn
5 Unie 1o which ey belent | oy | Thit to whieh they balorg | ERT ] umt to whieh detacned. | PEVEL vt 10 which drtaches. ! Electrictins Coaks Weodtarners
H Klactricazs (ILY.) Destal Meckanicy
}
: Dlectriclaxs {3ignals) and Med )
: Filters Driver-Operaior
: Fitiers (Crele) Dralners
' Vittars (Elextrieal) Dectrichas
! Titers (Gmn) i
g : Fiiters (Iastrament} Fire Cantral Operatars GROTP 1L NOW TRADESEN,
-"‘-.' : Fitters {MLY.) Gau Cperalor Batlery Szrityens EATHMER) 51 -
Ve 1
: Ry, adiway Matehman Batskers WRs ™MT. | 2] 11 ¢
. ! Fitters, Sipiais Height Yaker Clris
-i: ! Grinder, Frecisten Eelle Operater Clests, Supply
.,
N } Mrehantes, Instrament Instrement Opetater Clesks, Techaled
T lrchaaics, [Ssirnmeat
. 3 b e atellizence Duties [ S N —
. . : .suh.l:.lu):. [aslrament Tod c .
1 Machanies, Radlo Llngizasy Cosks
- i
: . Mechagles, Typewtiler Lisemyn, Sigtals Deatal Clrrk Orderlles
3 : Merhanics, Wirrless LUographers Despuich Riders ATTACHED BY WL
T T T T TP ———— e - 7 e e e o i : Millwrighia Machiabts, Mrisl Drzzghissm, Bignals
s . : . . Operaters, Excaralsr Machlalsls, Weed Dtfrers, BT
. Part D. Description of Other Ranks Whose Return To (Unit) ic Particularly Requested. /. /192 —————r— - Drirer Mathasdes
' Pharmechst Maraenrs Drirer Tyt Plant
Army 6o Rank, Mace and Initials, REMARXG {eg., pretent whermabouts i krown).
ey il Meckaales MT. Eagise Hasds, LC.
= &
= Phateuritey Minets Exxipwart Krpatrirs
E Plember Fealders Parrizs
- Saw Doctwrsy Marsey, Tralned Rit{ery’ Males
- SuITerers Obsrtvation Fot Asstx. Gan Layers
- Tolals of eglamna
. matked ® (o wgres (
o CARRIZD YORWARD CARRIED FORWARD CARRIXD PORWARD with eolamns ¢ and 7, "? {
= and 1 and 10 of Fart e =
A. respaciively.

NOTES.—{s) 1f rank other than privats L5 tnvolved give datally hack,
{5} Acthorited trades of spreialists not Incloded In 1Nt will be added as raquired in spaces provided,
stow

(c) Where AW.AS. and/or AAMWA putmzed ste
{d) Where replatement not desired pete witcrdingly on tetirn by insertie of N R. fa ccl. “Reints, Reguined™

{e) Where aity request or potation 13 mads on back of form, tha :mmm--muvuacmmamm
-

\‘\.. 4 =Y i /;'Vﬁ/\ww‘; Wit/

Date of Despaich Signature of Commander
I.H.Q. Press—11—3/43—312m.
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S - o T Army Form WS000 Udopted) S . N . -
it _&w Q&JM S%Qwﬂ&:‘ OD*L“ Unit ﬁw&%

FIELD RETURN OF OTHER RANKS 3 ,i‘ii‘g;,,m
B3 oy, T

At 0600 Hrs. Saturday 25/ L /1945 &»S-fﬁ\ ok (Unit) PARTE. Detail of Present Strength and Reinforcements required as shown in

Part A of Army Form W.3009 at 0600 Hours Saturday 24/ -~ /1945 .

well /12G '\ oppes. OB ) | OFFES._— OR's. __ ATT, BY WE.

A et s gy Ty

Part A. Posted Strength, Surplus or Reinforcements Required Detaits of il 3 et ot s 3 Detaliz ot sl 3 Detati ot i
i":-_ Tradesman, u SE 5; Tradestnen. " gn g; Tradesoen. g L E Traderzen, o 3 5
5 CROTE L. g [32| 38| omorrieens (¥ FE)ZE[ cmovrmicsns [ | EE] 22| omovromims |4 3k |3
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
iy °  WE EXCLUDING ATTACHED, ATTACHED ALLOWEZD BY W.E H :ﬂnnw:amf:u Surigecs, Expineering Opetating Roos Axstr. G.F.0. Assistarts
;- DETALL. ; ez Sarrerom, BAA Operatar, Keybeard Hammemsea
- Exinfis. Deficient Borplus ta Peated Peated Burplus to Deflcient Retnfte. ]
ks Bequired WE wE Strength. Am o Streagth. W.E W.E Required. ' 1 - 3 hiea Operalar, Line Leather S{ttehers
" W.0s. Class L. - ke Gperater, Sigmad v ——
I Arzaneni Arilg rderiies, Nandag
W.0s. Class I P e rvy Toolrakers Operstar. Swischbonrd Nental
Armament Arlificer
Squadron of Company i _Imtrgmet Termers Operater, Wirelen FPlata Layers
Quartermaster Sgis. ! Arsaszat Arificet Watehnakers Oplictazs Recpetakers
- Armsment Ar{ifleer
Staff Sergeants : o hae Weldery Falaters Klveiters
Arsiameat
Sergeants ; v Pxoel Beaters Raughriders
Corporals - ! Arilfierr, Ariillery TPl Sadfiers
\ 1 |, | Troopers, Privates, etc. H Arilacer, Engine Predicier Numbers Suddletree makery
]
Civillans counting as OR. i Blacksmithe Fricters Skpeimakat xnd Boot
Totals of eols, marked * : Bricklarers Radlsgraphurs Errelerey
. #| should agree with details - . [ Rirres Staskers, Etaty, Engioe
\ ! ('-' shown in Part E on Page 2. E
- H Casks, Iepital GROTP 1L sawrs Stcremen, Technleal
Analr o— cMPF
- DIty O:t‘bp:“nl': ;:u::d In m?a.m'lb:tﬁ Datall ALF. | tinder13] 13 Yeara [A WAL JAAMWA ] CIVIL RAM. | RAAT. .e TOTAL, E Copperimithy Armesrers Sirxaliers Taflers
Lt for taticn of this retzrm will Years. | and over. Azeoain wriiery Trxitle Redtiers
 ¢cmplets azalyts of Part B(1) azg B(2) — T S | C ! Dirpexsara :‘"
& # Persannel belcaniag o & etegory nnl;m l Draaghirmen Balery Nmm ldexsto. Pinamitks
the will by skown
::led for in a:amuﬁ sawn 1 | B ' iy i Dty, Comd's, At Well Borers Veloaizers
Poreen. 19 MZ Feress. B [ -] ! ﬁ“ﬁﬂl Deflerzaters Waealars Wagen Ereclary
D Part €. Other Ranks Included in Part A Detached ' PaLtme Carpeters Wiehman Whitecmiths
. Part B. Other Ranks Atf.ached from Other Uniis, to Other Units, : ! :‘;:.‘hh:aﬂ Curpenters and Jolners Wirsman
- e o] ualt 1 b they betons | RTOM| gait 10 whien they belcew | YERE ] gt o whien getucnea. | MOETOl| gty 1 whien getached. H Dectrictans Coots Woedlurners
- H Ticetriclans (MLV.) Dental Mechszics
3 1 T3 ek,
: Elsctriclazs {Slrmak) —a i (fa
- { Tilters Driver-Operator
H Fiters (Cycle) Drainers
H Fitters (Zlectrieal) Elecisictans
P i _Mitten (Gm) {Eagieers) _
= Fltiers (Ixsirsrmeent) Fire Central Operatars GEOT? 1L gog-mnu%.
H Fltters (M.Y,) Gun Uperaior Baltery Sarverany o Maa | 5]
1 ~
5 . Raitray Hatchaan Batchers Idas =T s ]
i TUters, Eigtals Heizghi Taksy Clrka
) 1 Grinder, Precision Helie Operrtar Clarts, Sapsdy
: Mechantes, Tastrument Izstrmoest Operater Clerks, Techaleal
] Iesirumenl
; v Talelligence Dutles Cosch Trimmers
Mechanies, Instrement
: Surpieal} Jelners Canerelars
: Ilsehanies, Radle Lineman Coeks
: Michazlcs, Typewtiler Linrman, Bigmaly Deafal Cherh Onderies
: Mechaoles, Wiredess Lithegraphers Dewpateh Riders ATTACHED BY W.E.
mMeRMaRRmssmEree—————— M L LT Tt P R Millwrights Machialts, Mela) Dhsziiscrs, Sirsab
. :
. : Operaters, Zicarstar Machinists, Weed Drivers, LY.
Parf. D. Description of Other Ranks Whose Return To {Unit) is Particnlarly Reguested. .../ /194 .. ] r———— ——
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INFORMATION RESUME - SOUTH BOUGAINVILERE

PART T

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

American forcas first landed on BOUGAINVILLE 1 Nov
L3 and after initial heavy fighting, no mejor operation took
plaece uniil’ the Japanese attacked the TOROKINA perimeter on
8 Mar Ul This was known among the Jeps as the TA Operation
and was continued until 25 Ler after which skirmishing eontinued
until 20 Apr. Thers has been no further offensive action by the
enemy.

After the TA Operation the two main enemy forcss
withdrew, one to Northern BOUGAINVILIE via NU:A KUIA and ihe
other to the fertile plains in the south of the island{ leaving
only a smell force-"to contain the American perimeter,"

Reorganization was undertaken end reinforcements
for combat units were largely provided by disbanding base and
service troops who had been left with 1itile to do in conseguence
of cutting off of supplies and exhaustion of many categories
gﬁ equipment. Reorganization was completed by the end of Jul

L ]
-

_ In this reorganization 6 Div was given responsibility
for Southern BOUGAINVELLE. Two of its Regiments were disposed
in the south = the 13th NW of the PURIATA RIVER and the 23rd
east of the PURIATA along the main southern L of C road. Last
July the Div was well disciplined, -well organized, reasonably
well equipped for defensive jungle fighting, and morale was

After the failure of the TA Operation, the eneny
aspparently sbandoned any further offensive and set out to
contain Allied forces inside the TORCKINA Perimeter and provide
defenee in depth against a possible Allied offensive along
the KOSIGETTA « BUIN roade On the seaward flank coast defence
guns were-emplaced and beach d€ences prepareds It is not
ocertaln that those west of MOILA POINT are still manned. .

Some entrances to the enclosed waters north of the SHORTLAND
ISLARDS were rained and there are many reports that all
entrances are eovered by artillery.

These dispositions are shown in Appendix ugh,

After the isolation of BOUGAINVILLE, which
followed the American landings of Nov L3, the eneny was
forced to initiats a policy of strict economy of clothing,
arms and emmunition and field rations. In this he has shown
considerable success, Today = 1l months after receipt of last
bulk supplies -~ there appears to be no shortage of anmunition.
Staple rations are still being supplied to units in the
forward ereas, and new rifles have been found.

A plan aimed at achieving self sufficiency in
local foods was issued in Feb Llj. Execution of the plan was
partislly neglected during the TA Operation, but was vigorously
pursued after the withdrawal and is now considered to be
complete, except for a few front line units.
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3ecause of the hizh'soil foreility satisfactory
gardens can be made in almost any coastal or foothill area. This
has enabled the Japanese to dispose thelr troops strategicallye
Generally their garrisons are small and dispersed, but larger
concentrations are located along the JUIN - HOSIGETTA roade.

ENEMY STREIGTHS .¥D ORDER OF BATTLE

2y ' The sstimated enemy strength for SOUTH BOUGAIN-
VILLE as at 27 Jan 445 is:~ _
Conbat Troops 3400
3ase Troops LS00
8300

) Disposition of units and strengths are shown in
Appendix "A'. The total shown for SOUTH BOUGAINVILLE excludes
KIETA and the islands south of BUIN.

In evaluating the Tighting capacity of these
troops the following gualifications must be borne in mind:=

{a) An estimated 20% are incffective due to hoaspitalization
or sickness in uni: lines;

{b) There are indications that 30-40% of the enemy ere incapable
. - of arduous work because their health has been undermined
by malaria, sickness and malnutrition before self sufficiency
in food was attainsds It is considersd that because of
dietary deficiencies, the power of endurance of those who
are £it for Tfront line duiy is lowg

(e¢) Totals of combat troops shown are based on a "head count"
and inelyde all HG personnel, artillery (excluding Ap),
field engineers, and specialistis;

(d) When engaged in combat a small percentage will be reguired
to gather gardsn producs;

(e) A great many combat trcops are former shipping unit,
aerodrome construction and other varieties of service
troops who have undergone and infantry conversion course
of doubtful efficiency. i#ost service troops in the Japanesg
Army are recruited from those conscripts who are below
the fairly high standerd of intelligence reguired for
infantrymen.

Tactically 30UTH BOUGAINVILIE has bsen
divided by 6 Di7 comd into thres areas:-—

(a) EYPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, extending roughly from JABA RIVER
t» PURIATA RIVER - +the mesponsibility of 13 Inf Regt;

(b) RUBAT ~ AKU along the BUIN - wOSIGETTA road and south
%o the coast -~ 23 Inf Regt;

(¢) BUIN, from SIIBAL RIVER to TORAU BAY - HQ and miscellaneous
combat troopsa

X
L
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This Division has had 1long and varied battle
sxperienee in CHINA. It scquired a reputation for :
ability and elso brutality as instanced by its rape of NANKING.
Part of the Division participated in operations in -the CEXTRAL
SOLOMONS where it 'was severcly defeated, but reinforcements
arrived and for the TA Operation it took into battle some
14,000 mene Heavy casualtiss were sustalned at TOROKINA, and
despite reinforcemnt by understrength artillery units-i% :
now has an estimated strength of 5700, of which one regimental
growp, L5 Inf Regt, is at KIEEA. |

Retpined in the BUIN area as conbat troops are
1 Bn 13 Inf Regt (less 3 Coy), 3 Bn L South Sea Garrison
Unit and probebly 6 Cav Regt, glving a total, together with
other field units, of 830 combat troops.

. The "BUIN area contains the majority of base troops
on BOUGAINVILLE, including HQs 17 Army and 6 Div and is the
base supply and stores area for SOUTH BOUGAINVILLE, It is
heavily defended by AA and coast defence guns,

The 13 Inf Regtl Group (less 1 Bn), strength
estimated 1300, has been responsible for the area JABA RIVER -
HOSIGETTA ~ PURIATA RIVER continuously since Apr Lk and
especlally sincee the present action has suffered heavy lozses
end- deterioration in morale. Its ability to launch an effective
attack has so far been proved negligible,

] 23 Inf Regt main strength is between RUNAI and
OAMAT RIVER along the good road from HOSIGETTA to BUIN where
they are tactically placed to meet a lending on the south
coa8t or a drive inland along their main L of C.

This Regt with 1ts attached troops, estimated to
total 1900, has been located in the RUNAI - ARKU area since Apr
Llis ILarge garden areas have been reported in the HONOITU -
TAITAT area, but according to a recent sergeent deserter the
garden programme is well behind schedule and 23 Regt was
generally Iin poor condition.

Present knowledge of the units in the 23 Regt aves
is incomplete, and 1t is possible that some units at present
shom in 2 Aust Corps Eneny 00B at BUIN mey be stationed in this
argts

————
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ENEMY FTIREPOWER

The estimated enemy firepqwer as at 27 Jan is as

(a) DISTRIBUTION OF FIELD PIECES

150 15 105 75 70 7 37 BL/30

AREA . UONIT mm emImm UL mmmmm mmo .
: Ry noptar
HOSTNA 2 Bn 13 Inf Regt 1
3 Bty 6 Fd Arty Regt 2 1
Regtl Gun Coy 13 Inf 9
Regt - - - '
Potal 2 1 1
MAKATOWA 2 Bty 6 Fd Arty Regt 3 2
Med Arty PL ( ﬁg _ _ . -
Potal = 3 2
MOSIGETTA 3 Bn 13 Inf Regt 1
"Regtl Gun Coy 13 Inf -
' Regt 1
Regtl Tk A Coy 13 Inf
_ Regt - - 12
| Total 111 2
TORINOTG |
1 Bty 6 Fd Arty Regt 27
- Total 2
RUNAT
1 Bn 23 Inf Regt 2
Total -2
RUSEI A
2 Bn 23 Inf Regt 2
Regtl Tps 23 Inf Regt 3 . L
Total 3 2 L
AMTBO R
3 Ba 23 Inf Regt 2
Total 2
MATRA = 1 Bn 13 Inf Regt 2
2
TAT TAI-AKU (x)
Part 4 Med Arty Regtg
3 Bn 6 Fd Arty Regt L 2 6 4
3 e 6 4
Totals b . 2 1710 1 6 7

TS s LT TN

y 3
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i50 1L 105 75 70 G7 37 81/%0

AREA UNIT Il Cm'IMMm I Mm M N rm
_ -— mortar
- Totals F~— 21710 1 6 7
TONOLEL
2

KURB 6 SNIP

Total SOUTH BOUGAINVILLE £ 2 21710 1 6 7

—

{(x) Identifications uncertain
(g) One 150 mn captured 2 Feb

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIFLD PIECES

TYPE MAXTMUM RANGE WEIGHT ( PROJECTILE
150 mm (549 in) Type 96 ’
Howitzer 13,000 yds 78 1b
14 cm Type 3 _ NO DETAILS AVAILABLE
105 rm (41 in) Type 92 14,200 yds HE
Fleld Gun 20,000 yds Streamline 25 1b
75.mm (2.95 in) Type 94 9,000 yds 14% 1b
Mountain Gun : .
75 m (2.95;4n) Type 42 7,500 yds 14 ib
Reglmental Gun
47 mm Type OL 5,500 yds 3 1b
Tk A Gun
37 mm Type 94 7,000 yas (effective 1+ 1b
Tk A Gun Tk A range 800 yas)
37 mn Typs 97 L,400 yds (effcetive 11 1
Tk A Gun Tk A range 500 yds)
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area, in the vicinity of airfields and TONOLEI HARB
and calibres of AA weepons are estimated as:- .

e

(b) AA

Anti-aireraft defense is confined chiefly to the BUIN

OUR. The numbers

MAXIMOM ~ B-. BCTIVE ~ WBLGHT &
No TYPE RANGE RANGE PROJECTILE
3 12 cm (Guael purpose) 35,000 £t 27,000 £t 45 1b
17 7 cm (dual purpose) 26,000 £t 18,000 £t 13% 1b
25 75 mm AA 30,000 £t . 25,000 £t 14% 1b
3 40 mm (aual purpose) 13,000 £t 4,500 £t 2 1b
30 25mm ( % 10,500 £t 4,500 £t t 1b
11 20mm ( ¥ 5,000 £t 3,500 £t 5 oz
27 13mm { *® 5,000t 3,500 £t 2 oz

NOTES: The 75 mm AA has been used in a ground defence rols,
pabticularly agsinst AFV's. Its horizontsl range is

15,000 yds.

The 12 em is a duasl purpose naval gun and is estimated
to have s maximum horigontai range of 21,000 yds.

{c) COMPANY WEAPONS

An analysis of captured documents and PW statements

was made in an effort to determine the average distribution of
HGs, LMGs and Grenade Dischargers, under present conditions on
BOUGAINVILLE., These figures may serve as & rough guide 'in estimat-
ing the 1likely light automatic fire power of a garrison or small
force -of whilch the strength is known

1 HMG per 72 men
1 LMG per 19 men
1 Grenade Discharger per 26 men

Wide variations from the sbove distribution have been

found.

SONDITION OF WEAPONS

fouled in the barrels.

Very Tew captured enemy weapons have been found to be
unsaerviceable through neglect.
Despite a shortsge of lubrlcating oil in south
BOUGAINVILLE, sbout 90 per cent of unit rifles exemined have been
servicesble, though often hes¥ily rusied 1n exterlor parts and

A8 a rule greater care has been teken of HMGs and LMGs,
and it 18 excoptional to find one of those weapons in bad condition.
As 2 substitute for lubrisating oil when not available,
and dlso a8 an sgent to dilute dwindling stocks of oll, the Japs
have used coconmut oil. This substitute is reasonably effective, and
wiléiggable the enemy to maintain his weapons in serviceable

con Ol.

A
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AMKUNITION

5« SAA Information from Qﬁuniuz-of PW from 2 Bn.. Inf
Regt and from forward troops inalcate-*nat the enemvniglgot
short of BAA. :

This force was supplied from BUL:| where armun-tic
reserves are believed to be held. Recently 84} yas sent from
BUIN to NUMA NUMA and ammunition in first clan: copdition has
been found on reinforcements brought to 13 Inf :.xt area from
rear argas. One FW states there 1s an ammunition oy gt MUGUAT
with ample reserves for combat. Another stated there ygg
sufficient to enable the enemy to carry on for a year if
expended at the same rate as during the TA Operatlons Sine,
that operation until the beginning of our advance south of e
JABA RIVER there has been no large scale ezpenditure. S

Conflicting references have been made by PW and
sighted in documents about the percentage of duds found in SAL
ammunition. A recent test on SAA captured on the NULA NUHA tral,
showed 100% effective rounds. SAA captured in the JABA RIVER
arga has been found in the main to have sufiered no greater
deterioration than slight tarnishing, which is not sufficient
to effect its serviceahility.

Arty PW and documentary references to artillery
smminition indicate a shortage in forward areas. The longest
enemy barrage to date was 44 shells on 12 Jane.

. Captured documents show that in tests carrvied out
by the MAWARARA Garrison on 1 Dec 4ly, 46% of 150 mn semmnition
and 29% of mortar bombs were ineliective. Detonation tests
on six captured Type 88 instantsnsous fuses revealed 3 #ere

ineffective.

Overall proportion of dud shells amongst thase Pire:
by the enemy since mid-December has bezen abgﬁgfgo per cani.
O

Some capiured 75 mm ammunition showed a
considerable amount of rust, sufficient probably to alfect
their accuracy. Other 75 mm, 105 nm and 150 rm shells captured
in the MOTUPENA - MAWARAKA area had cases practically
untarnished.

Grenades have been staled, in numerous instances,
to be in short supply, due mainly to their use for fishing.
There are probsbly reserves at BUIN, =53 rmen: _isco of grenadcd
were recently sent from there 1o hiLws Nush.

6s AFVs

To date the enemy has not employ=d tan!.s sgainst
Allied troops on BOUGAINVILLE nor have any vositive
identifications been made.

One PW stated that he had seen a maber of
tankettes at BUIN in Mar 4}, 2nd a missionary -‘eporited having
sgen two small tanks near the naval HG at NAKATU, However
another PW was fairly certain that there wer:e no tanks on
BOUGAINVILLE, and it is possible that artillery prime movers
have been mistaken for tanks in these reports.

Type of tenis likely to have been brought to the t
S0LOMONS by the Japs are the M2595 Light Tank mounting one 37mm + °
gun and two 7.7 mm MGs, or the 2597 Medium Tank mounting a :

57 mm gun and two 7.7 MGs. The 12 mm armour of the light tank and
25 mm armour of the medium sre easily penetrable by the 2 pdr }
Tk/A gun. Tankettes mount only one MG and have 1} mm armour. .
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ENGINRERS
Information respecting organlsation and capabilities-
of the remnants of Jar engineer units is mesagre. All evidence
points to an exhaustion of nost engineer stores, and the use of
sappers in labouring roles with hand tools on malntcnance of
roads and bridges, and defences.

Their resources wsre not sufficient to construct
and maintain an i.T road from BUIN to HOSIGETTA during the Har
L)y offensive. liany bridges on their nain L of C have since fa.lien
into disrepair. It follows that their sapacity to undertake a
najor enginezring task will be less now.

Some sappers are being used as carriers, and others
have been converted to infantry.

SIGYAL EQUIPHENT AND INTERCO:2UNICATION

Sneny cormmmunication gﬂnerally is poor, pariticularly
oetween the lower units. Cormunication beiween units lower than
Bn HG is generaily effected by ruaner.

Between Regts and DlVlSlOﬂ, however, commnication
is by WT and/or LT, From PW sources it is leared that there
is telephonn conmmnication betwesn LOSINA and HOSIGETTA, and -
WT and LT between LOSIGETTA and MNUGUAI. Heavy wireless equipnent
with batieries was found abandonzd by an enemy party surprised
by our {troops threec niles S3Z of LOTUPENA POINT on 20 Jan.

23 Ini’ Regi 1is probadly equipped on the seme scale.

Docwmments revzalod, as late as 2 Nov b, a wireless
link between HUIGUAI - KSREXOPA -~ PIKBI, using %o 3 sets of
approximately 60 miles range.

In Jan hly, communication between naval units in
SOUTHERN BOUGAINVILLE and- the islands south of BOUGAINVILLE
was effected by o WD network, but instances of WT iraffic as
shogn in log books of these units £or the snsuing four mconths
are extremely rare, although corrmunication by letier service was
freguent.

Signals HG wuse sSaid by one PW to be at BUIN where
a8 lapge radio, power for which was supplizd by a big petrol
driven motor generator, was capable of communicating with
RABAUL and TRUK-

At that HG also were three platoons of W signallars, .

each platoon being e uipped with four wireless sets operated
from hand generators. He thought thot in opcrations one platoon
was normally attached to each Regi engaged in fighting.

MEDICAL

The following hospitals have been identifie@:—
1 F& Hosp 5 Div OSIGETTA, capacity 500
Iy ¥4 Hosp 6 Div MUGUAT

Det HOBIATI RIVER " 500
76 L of C Hosp LUGUAT " 1000

(A

A)
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"Lightly wounded as a rule are not evacuated to
hospital, but are treated in unit linese.

Seriously wounded previously were well cared for,
but since Mar Ll when hospiials were totally inadecuate to cope
with the sick and wounded, the treatment has steadily
deteriorated. There has bean a soncurrent deterioration in
morale of medieal personnel, and PW almost without exception,
bltterly condemn the lack of discipline and neglect of
patients, in hospitals now.

There is an acute shortage of medical officers, and a
tendency to treat only those sickand wounded who appear to
have a good chance of recovery and becoming fit for front line
services

There 1s a serious laclk of medical supplies. Atebrin
supply 1B very low, and no suppressive treatment for malaria
is enforced in units. Sulpha drugs for combatting dysentery and
meny common infectlions have been exhausted.

Dressing are erztremely short and are usually washed
end reused. The supply would by inadequate for easualties in
excess of the present rate.

Anaesthetics and disinfectants are practically
exhausteds Within units, bzcause of shortage of doctors and
supplies, mediaal treatment is very cruds and death rate
from wounds is highe.

In the event of a major battle action, it is
considered that many ° casualiies would not recelve sven
elementary medical treatment.

Death rate from sickness is approzimately 5 per cent
Pper month of the total forces en the island. This is due,
according to a Jap Kedical Officer PW, to reduced resistancs -
by Jap troops to disease through long periods of malnutrition,
and increasing debilitation from untreated malaria.

EXPENDABLE STORES

For the last year the enemy has been subsisting on
supplies for which, apart from small amounts brought in by
submarine, there has been no replacement,

Food, being thc most cxzpendable ifem, has been the
enemy's main problem, though this appears now to have besn
overaoome largely by gardening. At the end of Kar 4L, the Japs
had more than 700 tons or —ield rations in dumps at TARLENA
and BUIN, and received nearly 300 tons by submarine up till
Sep LLs Their usage rate since then has been low, and it is
possible that several hundred tons of ficsld rations sre still
available of which an unknown gueniity is held at 3SUIN.

Sfrict geonomy in other stores has permitied
issues such as clothing, boots, blankeis, to be made as late
as Oct Ulj, though the extent of such issues has bezn small.

Condition of clothing ané accoutrements of many
Jdapangse dead in the MAWARAKA area indicate that the enemy
is 8till able to provide sufficient eguipment for troops sent
forward from the BUIN area.

N ey W L EN T MR ATIY rabann i e 4
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- 11, Information frosm PW give no reliable estimate of the
eneny's POL hoidings, but there is evidence that  considerable
amounts of petrel are left in the 3JUIL area. One PW nentions
a2 large petrol dump, 250 x 600 metres north of EBERLY's PLANTATION
yet another sntates thet before his depariure for the TOROKINA
O?eration, he saw Ycouninss pumbsrs of slii trenches about
3! deep" £11led with 50-zallon gasoline drums. There is some
corroborative evidence that a POL dump exists at RUNAL.

TRANSFORT .

12, (2) iMetor Trunsport

i7 Army Group Invend Repovt oi Har Iy rave
the rumber of vehicles in use up ti1ll then on the L ©
SCUTH SCUGAIRVIILE was avoproximacely 25.

a
“3
N

_ A VW, intcrrogated 20 Oct Wiy, believed thers ave
“zuite a number of trucks' in the BUIN area, while natives
reported on 27 v 44t that 12 trucks, wezd at niznt and hidden
during the day, were being ouerated on the LAKURUDAT -ZiONOITU
roads It is known that LT was used from BUIF Lo as Tar &s
RUNAI, whers there is stated tc be a mobor park and workshop,
but there have been no reccnt indicatioas of motor traffic along
this route. Accoraing to 2 missionary recovered dan 15, no HT
is now used in the HOSIGETTA - TAITAI area, the vehiclas naving “.
o

N
[l

been greased and concgaled in the jungle.

. . Numgrous raferencos ars aade in ofii .1al encmy
documents to transportation JixJicueltices; but this couild be due
T as rmch to the had state of the roads 2s to an scute shoriage
. of T, Allied air assaults have rapiricited the use of vehicles

during daylight hours.

(b) Small Crilt

Tror information contained in 17 Army Group Intend
Report of Har lk, it is learncd that due tc Allied air and sca
activity, the Army was left with only 2/3 barges in April il
and consequently had %o give up trunsporiation by seas There
were s5till liavy barses available at thuat tine.

Aireraft continuec to make smzll barge sightings, and
- it is apparent that most craft arc kept in camouflaged hiceouts
T during the day and used only at uight. Recent acrial
reconnaissance 11as reported evidence oF apparent landing of
stores frorm the sua along the SW coasts It is known that in
Nov or Dec iy aporoximatsly 100 men were transpertcd by sea
from the SHORTLANDS to the mainland of SOUTH 30UCGALIVILLE.

. One barge was sighted off thce PURIATA RIVER on
28 Jan 45, and at least six are reporicd o be in use in the
SHORTLANDS - CHOISEUL area, and possibly two more in TONOLZL
HARBOUR.,

It is likely that, through salvaZge, re-building anéd
improvisation, the enemy has gathered a small number of other
water crafi in the BUIN —~ TONOLEI ared.

There have becn numerous aircraft sightings or small
boats, lakatois, canoss apparently in use for fishing and Limited
coastal transport.
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" (e) Carriers and Animels

Information from PW and captured documents indicates
that carrying has long been the enemy's only means of transport beyond
the road head at RUNAI. Load per man is 20 kg (approximately 45 1b)e
At times, when due to impassability of roads and Allied air assaults
MT cannot be used effectively, hand carrying is resortsd to even in
Tear areass

For transportation dguties 17 Army had in Mar Ll two
carrier unlts. Their strength is indicated at 2000, some of whom may
be natives in addition to the Chinese, Koreans and Formosans normally
recruited in these units. Since then, attrition and desertions have
probably greatly reduced the numbers available,

Forty horses were included in the carrying unit op-
erating between PURIATA and MOSIGETTA at kar L4, and in another in-
stanee, the use of mules was indicateds In Jul 4}, ths enemy had horses,:
poniegs and donkeys, which were used for pack loads and with carts.
Animals weakening were killed and eaten, which probably explains the
lack of reeent reference by FW or in documents to this mode of trens-
port. However, two horses were included in the strength stats dated
Dec LY} of an artillery battery in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA Bay area.

REINFORCEMENTS
(2) Immediste reinforcements of sny area in SOUTH BOUGAINVILLE

Enemy combat units in SOUTH BOUGAINVILLE are so dis-
posed that immediate reinforcements of any area in the event of an
Australian landing is possible within 2} hoursa.

(b) Reinforcements availshle from other areas

The enemy could also draw combat reinforecements from
KIETA or the SHORTLANDS,

In the KIETA area there are estimated to be 1450 com=
bat troops of whichll00 constitute 45 Inf Regt. The coastal route from
KIETA to BUIN could be traversed in a minimum of four days.

The reinforcement potentiel which could be drawn from
the SHORTLANDS is estimated at 1300 combat troops consisting primarily
of Iy South Sea Garrison Unit.

LS

(e) To sum up, a total of 2400 combat reinforcements could
be available to the enemy commander in SOUTH BOUGAINVILLE but transport
of the troops and warlike stores would be a major problem likely to
iﬂﬁgsa serious delays in concentration of reinforcements in large
n ars,

MORATE

Japanese morale never fully recoversd from the set-
back it received through the failure of the Mer Ll offensive on TORO-
KINA, and the virtual annihilation of many units which participated.

Morale of 6 Div however, does not sppear to have been
lowered to the same degree as units in the north of the island. This
was probably due to the high traditions of the Div and its reorganis-
ation by a spirited and experienced commander and an efficient staff.
In recent months there have been signs of increasing apathy among the
L5 Inf Regt garrisoning KIETA. _

Reaction of 13 Inf Regt to siress of battle may pro-
vide a guide to future conduct of other Japanese forces when the
pressure goes ON.

For the first three weeks foliowing the Australian
offensive south of the JABA RIVER the Japanese




encountered by our troops fought with their customary dash

and launched many splrited sounter attaczks pressed home

in spite of high casualtiesse. During this period the Japanese
appeared to be in considerable doubt about our intentions

and many changes and counter changes ordered %o meet the
changing situation involved considerable forees in frequent
and long marches. Some degree of disprganisation resulted,
and it was evident from prisoners that doubts and beswilderment
were shared by the troopse.

_ During these weeks troops were on short rations
and probably because physical strength and spirits were lowg
Comd 13 Inuf Regt ordercd the reading twice daily of the
Imperial Rescript and Jubilation.

Early in the fourth week the enemy Somd correctly
appreciated our intention to drives towards MAKATOWA and the )
main L of Ce On at least three occasions in the fourth sififth W
weeks he ordered the main strength of his Regt, to advance
in "battles of annihilation" ogainst our forces at r-AWARAKA,

. TAVERA and JABA RIVERS, Isacluded in the operation orders for

these attacks ¢ar on unusual number of referenses to nesd for
determination, and appeals ito the itroops' potriotisms It was
evident from such phraseology that concern was being felt

for the morale of the Regte. Any concern felt was in fact

well grounded as none of the countsr-attacks ordered were
launched.

Failure of the front line troops to execute the 1ﬁ
counter-attack orders was admitted in a lsticr Trom & Coy Comd -
of 3 Bn to the Comd 13 Inf Rezte He wrote that it was
regrettable that their vnrevicus sfforts had not been znough,

" but that was only to be expected considering <he condition of

the companies.

: The Bn Comd and men had resolveé to attack the next
day and would sdvance until killed. ‘He added the following
significant comnent “The spiriis of officers and men of the Regt
are low, and the expected results will not eventuate.

In the £ifth week six deserters came into our
lines and it is belleved many more would hsave done so if
given the opportunity. )

Whenever fresh troops have been contacted they have S
fought to the limit of their capazity and endurance. Though '
the MAWARAKA action shows that their moraie will z2rack under
defeat, privations and battle strain, if rmst{ noi be assumed
that low morale among Japanese necessarily entails loss of
will to fighte. The most cormon manifestation of low morale is a
state of apathy, coupled with negiect of duty or any provision
for the future. Kany become reconciled to the thought that
they will be Xkilled, and do little to avoid that fatee. Their
alm is to die fighting, exacting as heavy a foll as poszible.

ADDITIONAL MiHEFIELD

In sddition to the minefields shown in Apwendix 'B!,
there is one consisting of three acoustic mines laid by Allied
PT craft in Hay Iy at the mouth of the FURIATA RIVER.

An atiempt to detonate these mincs late in Dee Ll
was unsuccessful ~ one mine was posaibly destroyed.




IN?QE?ATION RESUME

SOUTH BOUGAINVILLE

PART IT - TOPOGRAPHICAL

1. GENERAL

2,

3.

This study covers the area of SOUTH BOUGAINVILLE
;Xg;? of a 1line TAVERA - ©OSIGETTA - KOOMBAROONA - URATA =-

PHYSTOGRAPHY

The area under study is skirted on the north by the
foothills of the PRINCE ALBERT RANGE. Up to these hills the

terrain comprises an extensive plain running from the west
coaat at GAZELLE HARBOUR to the BUIN-KAHILI locality.

. Numerous rivers intersect the level country, flowing
deviating courses, with banks of variable height.

BExtensive swamps lie back from the whole of the
coastline, extending almost to the main east-west road.
These are dealt with in detail under Section 3 - COASTAL.
South of the east-west road, the swamps render travel inland
impossible except on the built tracks indicated on the maps.

" North of the east-west road and as far as the steen
rises of the foothills movement through the jungle, off the
tracks, is possible. :

Vegetation is mainly rain forest which is inter-
spersed over the coastal swamps with sac sac, swamp forest and
sSwampy grass. _

Many native and Japenese gardens exist slong the
main road. .

COASTLINE
TAVSRA ~ HOTUPENA Point

Anchorages

- Anchorege in L4 to 5 fathoms exists to the south of
the reef off EAWARAKA, while GAZELLE HARBOUR provides good
anchorage in 12 fathoms for small craft in the SE season.

Beaches

A large shallow patch of reef exists + mile NW of
MAVARAKA. Reconnaissance reports state that an offshore reef,
3 to 20 feet deep and 500 yards offshore, runs from here
approximately 3 miles south in a semicirele.

A hard black sand beach 10 to 20 yards wide and
shelving steeply runs along this area.

Coast

Behind the beach the terrain is interasected by
rivers and lagoons and is almost entirely of a awampy nature
with sac sac, swamp reeds and swamp forest and dense under-
growth which makes movement very difficult and in many places
impossible. :

P N et LR UNENNPPRE L
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: It is reliably reported that the area between the
main HMAWARAKA - MOSIGETTA road and the NAMA River to the
south is subject to annual fleooding, which is estimated to
ocecur during March end possibly February and April.

MOTUPENA Point - PURTATA River

Anchoragss

This coast has offshore reef along its entire
length, it is very exposed ahd no anchorages are known.

Beaches

There iz & black sandy beach 10 to 20 -yards wide
which shelves steeply and rises to form a bank up to 10 feet
high lined with casuarinas.

Coast

Behind the casuarina lined ridge there are some
lagoons and the tesrrain inland is very swempy for some miles
with sac sac, reeds, swamp forest and dense undersrowth
seriously restricting movement.

PURIATA River -~ HARI River

Anchorages

The coast is very exposed and no anchorageé are
known. A small Allied minefield exists around the mouth of
+the HONGORAI River.

Beaches

Numerous reefs have been reported along the area
and Japaness documents state that landings are difficult .
except in the HAMAGATA area which was the usual landing place.

A steeply shelving black sand beach with an
average width of 10 yards rises to form a ridge up to
10 feet high.

Cosst
Behind the beach ridge, which is lined with
casuerinas, there are numerous lsagoons, while inland is

swampy terrain extending for up to 2 miles gand similar to
that from LOTUPENA Point.

An MT road runs from HAMAGATA inlend to the
HARI sres.

HARI River = MIVO River

Anchorages

This area is very exposed to the SE season (May-
Oct), is liable to swell and no anchorages &are known.

Small Allied minefields exist at the mouths of
the MOBIAI and MIVO Rivers.

Beaches

Steeply shelving sand beach 30 to LO yards wide
with a casuarina 1lined ridge up to 10 feet high.
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There is no knowledge of reefs along. this-—cagst
and although exposed and liable to swell, it is considered
that landings by barge would be possible in early mornings
or eveninss when surf is lowast.

Coast

Benhind the beach ridge are a series of lagoons
paralleling the shore and in plaées up to 60 yards wide and
6 feet deep. Swamp conditions exist For some miles inland,
extending deeply near the OGORATA and HOBIAI Rivers while
the estuary of the MIVO becomes inundated at high tide.

Japanese documents state that the swomp area just
easv of the WOBIAI River is referred to by the natives as
"KAHILY SWARP."

HIVO River - SILIBAI River

Anchorages

Small schooners have anchored at DIC DIO, but the
coast is very exposed and no other anchorages are known.

A large Japansse minefield covers the area from the
HIVO River to 3 miles =sast of the SILIBAT River and extends
seaward to MARLOLA and TURUSBEI Islsnds and OUTARARA Shoal.

A small Allied minefield exists around the mouth
of the LIVQC River.

The beach is sieeply shelving black sand, 10 to
20 yards wide and forming a ridge at the back up to 10 feet
high and lined with casuarinas,

The coast is exposed and liable to swell but land-
ings by barge are considered possible, the best times being
in the early morning and evening. .

Usual landing places were at DIO DIO and TOKUAKA,

from where a track reliably reported as jeepable leads inland
to the main east-west road at AXU.

Coast

Lagoons are practicelly continuous behind the beach
ridge and form a barrier along this coast.

Inland the coastal swamp extends up to a mile
behind the lagoons and the only movement possible would be
along the track mentioned above.

SILIBAI River - LITTLE SIWI River

Anchorages

The. Japanese minefield mentioned in the previous
gsaetion of coast extends into this area as far as 3 miles
east of the SILIBAI River.

The bight west of KGILA Point is very shallow, has
numerous sandbars and is not suitable for anchorage.

’ Ho defails of anchorages from MOILA Point to
LITTLE SIWI River are known.
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Beach

The beach west of MOILA Point Ls-~of narroy .shelving
sand and has a ridge lined with ‘casuarinas. *

Landings here would be exposed and lisble to swell
but would be possible under good conditions.

From HOILA Point to LITILEZ SIWI River Japanese
charts show a flat sandy beach 20 to 30 yards wide where it
is stated that barge landings are 2asy. The beach ridge con-
tinues along this seetion.

Coast

he swamp terrain behind MOILA Point consists of a
thick swampy grass vwith a muddy botiom and is definitely
impassable on Toot.

A swamp area up to 13 miles inland parallels the
coast from the SILIBAI River to the bight west of KOILA
Foint, and "%thea brdzleans out.and covers the whole of MOILA
Point, extending inland up to 3 miles.

LITTLE SIVII River - LOTSURU Bay

Anchorages

. An Allied minefield extends from KANGU HILL to
PUPUKUNA Point; the coast is reported reef-free and the oniy
other obstructions are wrecked Japsnece ships as shown on msap.

Anchorage appears possible along this entire coast
and the area was used extensively by Japanese shipping.

Jupenese charts show a good anchorage in 10 fathoms
oprosite KANGU HiLL.

Beaches

: There is a steeply shelving black sand beach averag-
ing 10 to 20 yards wide rising steeply to a ridge 10 feet high.

This coast is partially protected in the SE season
by the SHORTLAND ISLAND Group and though some surf may be
encountered in that szasdn 1% woudd be insufiicient to prevent
landings.

Tn the H¥ season it is usudlly calm, but consider-
able surf may be encountered wheu the wind backs to the SV

Coast
Tnland the terrain is lowlying. Although it is

snelined to be swampy, it is knoan that the Japanese built
and drat..i sic TAHILY £3rff21d in 3 weeks.

RIVERS

The rivers are generally from 10 to 30 yards wide
and shallow, but all are subject to floods which rise and

sybside gquickly, During these floods the rivers freguently

ghift their mouths snd form deltas.

It is usually possible to cross at their mouths,
nside which the water is usually deep but sha;lows within

mile allowing fording. -
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Except when in flood, fording inland is easy once
approaches have been prepared.

: None of the rivers on this coast is of sny value
for navigation.

Details of the main streams are as follows:-

HAMAREGU River

This river, flowing into GAZELLE Harbour, is re-
ported to be navigable for a short distance. The mouth 1s
too deep for fording.

It flowe through very swampy terrain between low
banks, and the vupver reaches as shownh on the map are re-
ported to be only a dary river bed.

PURIATA River

Has a swift current and is very liable to flooding,
especially in the afternoons, and becomes impassable for
shor{ periods.

At the mouth, the river is sbout 22 ysrds wide and
6 fset deep but it soon narrows to 10 to 15 yards and 2 feet
deep for gbout 2 miles inland, when it again broadeuns out.
The mouth is obstructed by a sandbar, but has & channel 40
feet wide and L feet deep, and the river appears navigable
for shallow draft vessels for a short distance. There is a
large swamp area at the mouth.

At the main crossing, the river is 60 yards wide and
approximately 2 feet deep. Fording is difficult as the bottom
has some quicksand. The west bank is steep to 20-40 feet.

HONGORAI River

This river is 30 to LJO yards wide at the mouth,
vhere it is very swampy; it is sluggish and has low banks.

It is easily forded at the main crossing.
HART River
The mouth is 20 yards wide and very shallow.

The river runs behind the beach for % mile and is
likely to break through and form a new mouth after a flood.

It is very sluggish and meandering, averaging 10

to 12 yards wide upstream. The banks average 5 feet high
for approximately 3 miles and then increase to 5 to 10 feet.

OGORATA River

The mouth of thls river is closed by a sandbar
and there is no chaunnel.

There is a lagoon behind the mouth and a swamp
extending up to I miles inland, the whole stream being very
nerrow and almost completely hidden by timber.

MOBIAI River

The mouth of this river, which is approximately
35 yards wide, closes occasionally.

s
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) Inland the stream is ascout 80-yards wide for a
distance of approximately L miles, with sWomp su=woundings
extending inland for 2% miles. ' L

MIVO River
This is the largest river on the south coast, with

an average width of 20 to 30 yards. It is about 60 yards
wide at the mouth where there is & large sand bsr.

The estuary becomes inundated at high tide. Natives
use rafts on the lower reaches but cannot use cances.

It is very liable to flooding, particularly in the
af'ternoons, becoming impassable on occasions for up to Y hours.

The current is swift and the banks steep and up to
20 feet high, but the firm bottom enables fording if approaches
avre prepared. :

The main crossing is BO'yards wide and 3 feet deep
with & firm bottom.

SILIBAT River

The mouth is 70 yards wide with a sandbar 60 yards wide.

The Japanese used a pontoon bridge 140 feet long at
the main crossing, but it is considered fordable at this point.

ROADS & TRACKS

There are two important routes running east from
the MAWARARA locality to the BUIN district which are treated
in detail below.

These routes are:-
TRACK Ho 1 - the lower level track across the coastal plain.
TRACK No 5 -~ the high level track along the foothills.

Three routes connsct the south coast with the main
east-west track and are treated below as Tracks Nos 2, 3 and Le

Tracks 6 and 7 are the routes by which access to
the east coast is obtained from the BUIN ares.

Travel is possible along the whole of the beach
except when squally weather drives the surf across the beach
to the timber line.

Rivers can be crossed by the bars at their mouths
and are mostly easily fordable except when’.in flood.

South of the main east-west route, movement off the
tracks is difficult owing to the extensive swemp areas, but
north of the east-west route and as far inland as the foot-
hills of the PRINCE AIBERT Range it is possible to move off
the tracks.

Track No 1

This is the lower level route through MOSIGETTA,
HART and SHISHIGATERO. It is the main road and has been de-
veloped by the Japanese from an unbridged bicycle track to
en MT road with a width of 15 to 20 feet. )

¢
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fords nust be used.

Pairly level ground is traversed th“oughout most
tnrough light rain forest and some gardens and SBCODddDu:8$i£th,

The Japanese hastily constructed the road of wood
corduroy which quickly rotted and a PW stated that the surface
was poor cnd often knee deep in mud and required a great num-
ber of men to keep it in good condition.

- There are many river crossings and considerable
maintenance would be required to mske the road suitable for
heavy traffic. At present, MT can travel from HAWARAKA to
LOSIGETTA, this portion of the road being 15 feet wide and
crossing one river only.

RONAT is the western extremity of the serviceable
MT road from BUIN.

Between RUNAI and HNOSIGETTA, carriers must be used.
Iracik No 2. |

The Japanese are using KT along this road from
HAMAGATA to the main east-west road but the road would re-

quire nuch maintenance as it passes through very swampy terrain,

Track Xo 3

This road between TOKUAKA and the east-west road is
reported to be suitable for HT. It is not apparent from air
photos that it could be used for LT. As it passes through
very swempy country, it would require much maintensance.

Track No L

This is anothev LT road reami=irg much maintenance
running from the coast near KARST YILL to itz XARA ares.

Track No 5

Thie“ie the upper east-west track frOm hOSiGETTA,
passing through MAKEPEKA, TAI TAI and KOKOPG.

Apart from & swampy stretch between MOSIGETTA and
BAKAPEKO, the country traversed is all hilly.

The track is suitable for.pack animals and could be
improved to an LT road; at preaent it is 12 feet wide with
sandy soil. . .

In ceumon with the lower level route, the maintzsn-
ance. of river crossings would be a considerable task.

The inter~village tracks sas indlcated on the map
are native pads in fair condition.

Track Mo 6

Tracks running north from the BUIN-KAHILT locality
to KIETA have not been greatly developed as the Japanese
L of C was by barge around the coast; there are, however,
two routes of which Track No 6 is one.

This is the o0ld Government track from BUIN. It is
level to the MUGUAI vicinity, then to KIKIBATSIAGO it is

broken by gullies, one of which has & big drop.
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] KIKIBATSTAGO is the junction of routes 6 and 7, and
from here track No 6 leads to the east, rising steeply to
cross the DEURO Range. It then continues in a general north-
easterly direction, dropping very sharply to the foothills.

Prom here to the LULUAI River crossing, the going
is level with one small rise and two river crossings, at the
ABJA River and the PIRIAS River. These crossings are about
20 yards wide and 2 feet deep and though swift they are not
regarded as obstacles,

The LULUAI River is crossed near SIRORI. It is the
most difficult river in the Island, 40 yards wide and 3 feet
deep at the ford and is difficult to cross owing to the swift
current and stony boitom.

This river bscomes impassable for some days after
flooding. Normally, the best travelling time is during the
early morning, as daily thunderstorms increase the flow of
water during the latter part of the day..

Track No 7

This i3 the second route from the BUIN-KAHILY ares
towards the east coast and KIETA.

After leaving KIKIBATSIAGO this route is in a gen-
eral northeasterly direction, with "up and down" going to the
LULUAI River which is crossed some miles upstream from the
erossing on route No 6.

This ford in common with that on route No 6 becomes
impassseble during and for some days after flooding.

From the crossing the track rises steeply to
NANTOKINA where it joins the main track.

AIRFIELDS, POTENTIAY, ATRFIELDS, SEAPLANE ALTGHTING AREAS &

.DROPPING GROUNDS

Airfields and Potential Airfields

KAHTILTI and KARA are the only airfields in the area
and were bullt by the Japanese. :

KAHILI Airfield (6° 46' S, 155° 48' E) has an
elevation of 10 feet. It was completed in Sep 42 and reported
unserviceable on 8 Aug 4. The runway is coral surfaced and
4,700 feet long, aligned NW/SE.

KARA Airfiela (6° W' S, 155° L2' E) is situated
10 miles WNW of KAHILI Airfield on the rising coastal plain.
It was constructed for use by fighters and is now unserviceable.
The runway lies NNE/SSW and is 4000 feet long. From here a
network of roads and tracks connects with the south coast
and east-west rcad. :

A potential airfield site is reported to exist near
PATUPATUAI Mission.

There are no extensive areas sulitable for emergency
landing grounds, but slightly slevated portions of the coastal
plain lend themselves to artificial drainage. KAHILI Alirfield
was drained and built by the Japanese in three weeks,

Cconstructional materials are available near all
sites, with gravel from the river beds and coral and sand
from the coast. -

v
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Seaplane Alighting Areas L
In calm weather, GAZELLE Herbour- affords some . .
shelter and a suitable anchorage for flying boats and seaplanes.

' The waters between MOILA Point and EAST CAPE are
also partially sheltered. , ‘ R S :

: The remainder of the coast is exposed and lisble
+0 heavy surf. . e : S o

Dropping Areas

. Extensive areas of gardens exist around TAI TAX
and BUIN-KARA districts, whilst the terrain-along the main
east-west road is level with scattered gardens and clearings.
Suitable areas for supply dropping should not then be diffi-
cult to locate. The terrain is free from ridges and deep
gullies. ,

) It is important to note, however, that along the
swamp areas extending from the south coast towards the east-
west road there are large areas of swamp grass and reeds
which from the air have the appearance of dry grass patches.
Supplies have been lost thmough pilots having been unfamiliar
with this type of vegetation.

POPULATIOH

The Japanese occupation has forced the natives to
abandon many villages and reiire into the hills., Figures
given at 2y Oct Ll for this area estimate the total at
7000 persons, all of which are under Japanese domination.

of thé above number, it is considered that the num-
ber of adult males would be 2000.

Owing to the inroads on native foods made by the
Japanese, the natives' physical condition is very poor and a
generous estimate of those £it Lor work would be 700,

_ Indications are that the natives' feelings will
swing reasdily towards our own forces when Japanese domina-
tion is threatened.

RESOURCES

Native:foods, such as sweet potatoes, taro, yams,
ete, were sufficient to meet the natives' demands, but the
Jepanese have greatly reduced the natives' share.

The Japanese Forces themselves, in an endeavour to
beconme self-supporting, have cultivated extensive areas of
gardens, especlally in the TAT TAI and BUIN-KARA locallties.

The main crop appears to have been sweet potatoes,
but there have been many relisble reports of large areas of
rice being grown in the HOSIGETTA reglon.

water is plentiful everywhere from the numerous
streams, but requires treatment before use.

) Timber for buillding purposes is sbundant and road
surfacing materials may be found easily except in the swamp
regions.
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9. CLIMATE & METFOROLOGY

Winds

SOUTHEAST TRADES prevail from MAY to OCTOBER and the
NORTHWEST MONSOON from DECELBER to KARCH; the remaining months
represent the transitional periods of variable winds.

MOTUPENA area appears to experience only SE and NW
winds throughout the whole year, the NW season being marked by
a few SE winds while in the SBE season, SE and NW winds blow
with equal freguency. : :

In the BUIN area southeasterlies to southwesterlies
blow fairly constantly from May to October, these winds even

- being present during the remainder of the year though less

frequent and then associated with west and NW winds.

Severe shortlived squalls are experienced; they are
not restricted to any specific time of the year although they
are most frequent at the height of the respective seasons.

Tides

No accurate observations of tides have been made,
but it is reported that the range of tides in this arsa is
from 2 to 3 feet.

Reports also state that the area has a tendency
during the SE season to have low water during the day, and
in the NW season to have high water during the dsy.

Rainfall

The southern tip of BOUGAINVILLE shows maximum
rainfall during the SE period (May to Oct), while similar
conditions, though not so marked, are noted in the more
sheltered parts of the SW coast,

Rainfall is heavy and falls of 5 or 6 inches in
2l hours are not infrequent.

Rain usually falls in the late afternoon.

Table of average number of rainy days in BUIN area is set
out below:-

Monfh Yiet Days Month Wet Days
Jan 16 Jul 22
Feb 16 Aug 21
‘Mar 15 Sep 17
Apr 16 Oct 21
Liay 17 Nov 14
Jun 17 Dec 12

L Y
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Yearly and monthly rainfall averages -over 5-years-for
BUIN area are as follows:-

- Average Méximum Minimum

Jan 8. 10 11.81 b 2
Peb 10.18 13. 80 6.17
HaI‘ 9_. 11 150 99 ) 3- 83
Apr 10.42 15.22 7,28
May ©12.3 iL.04L 8.11
Jun 922 11.76 6. 48
Jul 16.46 28. 61 8,73
Aug 17.01 23.05 15. 91
oct 1. 82 22,28 7.75 |
Nov 8. 38 10. 81 1. 29
Dec 7. 02 90 9’-!- ’-I.- 39 l

Year 137. 41 155.13 108.72

Clouds

Conditions are mainly broken cloud between L4 and
8 tenths, with least clouded conditions during the S¥ season.

) Cloudiness is at a minimum in the early hours of
the morning.

Temperatures 7

Temperatures are uniformly high throughout the
year, averaging 85 to 87 degrees Fahrenheit with a daily
range of 10 to 15 degrees Fahrenheit.

Humidity averages from 80% to 9043.

Sunrise & Sunset Tables, Jan-Tun L5 (Sténggrd (L) Time)

Sunrise Sunset Sunrise Sunset

Jan 3 0631 1858 Apr L 0641 - 18hy
¥ 10 063l 1901 W 31 0640 1843
vo17 0637 1903 T 318 0639 1848
"2y 0640 190L 25 0639 1837

®o31 0643 1905

Feb 7 oe6lh 1904 May 2 0638 1833
L § TR ¢ 121 1) 1903 " 9 0640 1832
v 21 0646 1902 o166 06h41 1831
w28 o6L416 1859 u 23 06li3 1831
W 30 0643 1831
Mar 7 0646 1856 Jun 6 0645 1832
"1k - 0645 1853 "o13 _ 06ub 1833
¥ 21 06hh 1851 ¥ 20 0648 1835

* 28 0643 1847 " 27 0650 1836
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Hoonrise & Moonsst Tables, Jan-Tun

Date

VRN ANELN -

Jan

2113
2159

Jan

0831
0922

- 1010

1057
1141
122l
1306
1350
1435
1523
161L
1709
1805
1904
2000
2056
2150
22110
2329
0016
0100
0105
0155
o2h7

oy3L
0527
0621
0713
0803
0849

Feb
2201

2241

2320
0042
0100
0126
021y

0306

oljo1
0458
0558
0657
o754
0851
o946
1041
1137
1231
1325
1421
1516
1609
1700
1748
1834
1918
1958

-12 -

MOORRISE
Mar  Apr
2038 2118
2117 2203
2157 2249
2238 2239
2321 0032
0007 0100
0055 0127
0100 0224
0147 0319
o242 0416
0338 0516
o437 0611
0536 0708
0634 080y
0731 0903
0828 1002
092 1100
1022 1158
1119 1253
1216 1343
1311 1430
1405 1514
58 1557
1546 1638
1633 1716
1717 1755
1757 1835
1837 1916
1917 2000
1955 2046
2036
MOONSET

Mar Apr,
0813 0906
0856 0950
0941 1038
102 1129
1108 1221
1154 1316
124 1410
1336 1505
152 ¢ 1559
1527 1651
1622 1745
1720 1835
181 1928
1907 2022
1959 2118
2052 2214
21h4Y 2311
2237 0005
2331 0059
0025 0100
0100 0151
0120 0240
o2l 0326
0305 0410
0355 ou5L
ouly2 0537
0527 0619
0611 0703
0655 0749
0738 0837
0822

May
2136
2227

2319
oolL

0100°

0109
0203
0259
035k
0450
0546
0BLY
07
o843
0943
1042
1136
1226
1312
1356
11,36
1516
1555
163,
1715
1758
1840,
1932
202l
2117
2210

May

0926
1017
1110
1203
1257
1350
1441
1531
1620
1712
1805
1901
1958
2056
2154
2250
2341
0035
0100
0122
0208
0252
0335
oh417
0500
o545
0631
0721
0813
0906
1000

! Standard (1) Time)

Jun

2306
2359
0053
0100
0146
0238
0333
oy28
0526
0626
0726
0826
092l
1016
1105
1150
1233

1313
1353
1432
1511

1554

1639

1726
1817
1911
2005
2100

2156

2250

Jun

1054

1236

1325
141h
1503
1552
16L5
1740

1936
2035
2132
2225
231,
0002

ooL47
0130
0213
0257
0341
ol;27
0515
0607
0701
0755
0851
0943
1033
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SURVEY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

Firther areas in the MAWARAKA sector were
cleared of enemy during the week. Australian forces )
in two columns are closing in on MOSIGETTA, while a "\
third is driving south  ~ . from SOVELE MISSION .
towards the upper reaches of the PURIATA RIVER. v
Fighting has been on a small scale and ressistance
offered has not been heavy, Thls suggests delaying
tactice only by the enemy.

From the physizal condition of prisoners
and deserters, and the nature of equipment abandoned
by the Japs, it appears that remnsnts of 13 Inf Regt
will £ind it beyond their strength to offer further
large scale resistance KW of ithe PURIATA RIVER and
Wwill need a long spell in good garden areas for
recuperation and reorganization if they ars to appear
again as a battle formation.

Defence of territory south and east of the
PURTATA RIVER is the responsihility of 23 Inf Regte
Hone of the uniis of this Regthave been identified .
in batile during the current campaign. At the only A :
point of their territory so far approached by our B
patrols - the mouth of the PURIATA RIVER - the i
enemy garrison was alert, and opened heavy fire on - ,
our troops. .
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PART T

OPERATIONS

(a) LAND - OWE XD EHRLS

KORTH EAST BOUGAINVILLE

In the NUHA NUMA area, the enemy, aszisted by armed
natives, sent out two large patrols apperently in search of an
AIB party overating in the ares. Hatives accompanying the enemy
are reported to be strongly pro-Japansse, and a bitter
hostility exists between them and thz nztives wno are
assisting our forces.

After an initigl attack supnoried by grenade
throwers and light automatic Tire on the AIB party, the enemy
showed great ~aution and foliowed the AIS party with
hesitancy. One enemy party veered ofi after one native had been
killed and eight captured by considerable numbers of friendly
natives who gave protection to the AIB patirol.

Captured enemy natives state that the Japanese have
rajsed units of native volunteers and are training them in
modern methods of warfars.

GENGA RIVER

Determined enemy resistance from a semicircular
hill fezture, known as the amphitheatre, dominating the
approach from the south to the mouth of the GENGA RIVER is
still delaying the northward advance of nur troons.

On 29 Jan a patrel from our perineter, established
four days previously on the north bank of the GENGA RIVER, met
heavy opposition in an attempt to reach the woastual track north
of the GENGA RIVER. Five attacks on *his patrol cost the enemy
six k1114 and three wounded before the patrol returned. On
aternoon 29 jan the enemy, using LICs and grenades, attacked the
perimeter from the east and west, but was repulsed. Seven enemy
vere killed and twe Woundede.

During night 31 Jan/1 Feb, there was again
considerable enemy astivity around the perimeter, and at 1450
hrs the following day, the Japanese agein attacind from the
north, using LMGs and an estimcted 20 rifles. The attack was
again repelled, a further eight enemy being killed and six
wounded. Twe LiGs in good concition were captured. The enemy
returned egain te the pevimebter during the nizht, obut no
further assault was attempted.

3outh of the GENGA RIVER, two enemy were killed by
a patrol 500 yards 8E of the mouth on 30 Jan. Advancing 200
yards west from this position, our patrol kilied thrse more
Japanese and, coming under fire from positions on the enemy
held riadge, dug ir. ané set up a perimeters. rire has heen
exchanged intermittently since. The enemy eppears to have two
JUKIs and at least three LLGs on the omphitheatre Teature.

Enemy artillery has be=n active during the week,
engaging our positions south of the GEX¥GA RIVER and at the
GENGA CROSSING. It 1s estimatzd the enermy has one 70 mm gun
approx 300 yards east of the GE'GA RIVER mouth, and one 75 mm
gun 2000 yards north along the beach from the ~rlver.
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A total of 119 shells was f£ired, 19 of which were reporitod .as
duds. Counter battery Tire from our own artillery and mortar
bombs from our forward positions restricted enemy artillery
activity considerabl¥.

Further inland, natives report that 30 to LO
enemy were at NEW NEMBOROSE (3500 yards EXE of PUTO) on 27
Jan and had moved northward on 29 Jan. Another p@rtiy was reported
abtride the track 1000 yards north of KEN HELBORGSE. However,
no enemy movement was ssen by a patrol returning Irom this
area on 3 Feb., Next day, an Australien force departecfom
KUNAMATORO via NEMBOROSE and TSINOPE. The party wag last
reportzd to have reached the NEM30OROSE area without lncident.
Information from native sources suggesis that the enemy may
be reinforoing this area from TAIOF ISLAKD and BANIU.

PEARL RIDGE

Activity has again been limited to patrolling and
several sharp clashes have occurred.

A patrol to the garden area on the NUMA NUMA
trail approx three miles from NUMA NUMA PTLTN returned on 29 Jan
with a PW captured approx 1 miles SW of the gardsnss Another
patrol returning on thesame day reported the ensmy in strength
in the NEYW VIVIE area. .

On 30 Jan, a patrol to SHITH's HILL killed
segven enemy in a clash on the eastern slopess Our patrol then
withdrew and artillery and mortar fire esngaged the area.
Enemy were still holding the position when a second patrol
investigated later in the day. )

¥Five enemy were kitlled and one wounded in an
encounter with an AuBiralian pasrol on 31 Jan in the area
one mile NE of DAVIS HILL. Documents and one LMG wers
captured by our troops.

The _Jepanese on SHITH's HILL have be=n harassed
consistently during the week with MAEG, mortar and ariillery
Pire. Enemy positions north of DAVIS HILL were engazed by
artillery on 3 Feb. ANGAU scouts posted cs observzrs reported
all rounds in the target areas.

According to native reports, the enemy was
evacuating SISIVIE during the wec=k, and all pro-enzmy
natives have taken to the bushe They also reported cmall

artles of enemy, =ach with one ILMG, at IBU and JASIPOKIL
{unlocatad)a

Patrols report that the track from YIVIE
down the WAKUNAI RIVER is overgrown and unused. Hatives
2laim that the enemy is searching old gardens oetwsen HUMA
WUMA and IBU Zor native foodstuffs, quantities of which are
being carried up the NU:A TUMA irail.

JABA RIVER

Except for smzll remasining parties, the enemy
has withdrawn from the IKADABA - KUPOY - NIGITAN area, which is
now controlled by our forces from bases in the IKADABA area
and 1 mile east of KUPON. Having reached KUPON, the direction
of our main operations chanred from east to south towards
the MOSTHA-MENDAI areas. Our troops in this area have now
practically linked with patrols from our forces based
inland in tThe SOVELE area.




N

. _3 =

On 31 Jar, ar Australian force moved to and occupied
the track junction ot IKADABA, 1% miles west of KUPON on the
rogd to KUPON. This position became the base Tor patirols
operating east and SE along the tracks {to XKUPOK and EOSINA.

A patrol to the east reached KUPON on 1 Feb and found the &rea
clear of the enemy, though showing signs of recent occupation.
This same patrol penetrated a further 00 yards along the
track past KUPCH and reached the track which leads south to
NIGITAN and MOSINA before returning to base. A second patrol
then moved from the IKADABA base through KUPON and then
south to NIGITAN along the tra<k discovered by the first
patrol. NIGITAN was found to be unoccupied, though four enemy
vwere sighted 800 yards north of it during the move south

from YOPON.

The track leading SE of IKADABA to MOSINA was
also patrolled by our troops from the IXADABA base. The
second patrol despstched down the trail clashed with the enemy

-on 1 Feb, approx 2300 yards from IKADABA, and after a brief

action, returned to-base.

- On 2 Feb, another ©irm base was established by one
platoon 300 yards SZ of IKADABA on another track leading
direct to NIGITAN from the XUPON Road, 400 yards east of
IKADABA., Patrols along this latter track for 500 yards Irom
the new -platoon position encountered no enemy. On 3 Feb,
however, 8 patrol moving SSE from this base clashed with the
enemy in 12 huts just north of the HOSINA - IKADABA treil,
approx 2 miles from MOSINA. After supporting artillery fire,
our troops moved in, burned the huts and returned to base
without sighting the enemy again.

x On L Feb, a platoon from the IKADABA base advanced
our forward base a further three miles, by moving east through
KUPON and establishing a position on the track to

- MOKOKOLIO approx 1 mile SE of KUPON.

SOVELE AREA

g Our troops based south of SC(WELE #ISSIOK have
cleared a large area to the south and west of the Mission,
in the upper reaches of the TAVERA and MAVIRI RIVERS.

On 30 Jan, eight enemy in. good condition were
surprised in a hut among well kept gardens approx 8000 yards
south of SOVELE. All were killed. Documents were ceptured,
and the hut was burned.

Other enemy sightings were of small parties only.
One group was observed in a garden by a recce patrol ’
4000 yards SW from SOVELE MISSION on 31 Jan, end on 3 Feb,
a further six enemy, two.of whom were killed, were observed
in two huts in the area 1000 yards N# of SISIRUAI II.

A patrol returning on I Jan reported the area
MOSIMA-NEMDAI-SISIRUAI clear of the enemy, though signs of
heavy foot traffic, were nbserved north and south of SISIRUAIL

TAVERA RIVER
Patrols up the TAVERA RIVER to SISIRUAI II on 30

Jan and 2, Peb saw only one eneny and found the village
unoccupied.
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A recce patrol on 2 Feb found the Japanesd still in
positior on the track north of the TAVERA RIVER near LOG :
CROSSING, 2800 yards inlend, where they were last reporied

on 26 Jan. Our troops engaged with mortar fire, with unknown
resultis.

An Australian patrol busshas now besn established
south of the TAVERA RIVER 23 miles inland.

MAWARAKA

Although contacts in the immediate AWARAKAMAKATOWA
area ars desreasing. the enemy is st1l1l active and offering
resistance to our movement inland along the road east of
MEKATGA,.

By 1 Feb our itrocps had pushed east along the
YAWARAKA-MOSIGETIN track to a point 1700 yards east of MAKATOWA,
encountering two parties of Japs on the way. AL the 1700 yard
point an unknown number of Japs attermted to envelope our troops
with a co-~ordinated attack from the north and south. They were
veaten of'f with six killed.

Pushing Tfurther inland beyond our forward positions
on 3 ¥eb, a platcon was Tirad on by enemy in a wired position
2100 yards east of HAKATCWA. ‘*he patrol withdrew slightly,
and artillery fire engaged the strongpoint. Cur troops then
moved forward to within 200 yards of the position, from which
enery movement could still be heard, and dug in for the night.
On morning of Y4 Feb, the enemy was still in positions An
outflanking moveanent south of the road met 12/15 Japanese
approx 500 yards SE of the position where the Japs were found
the previous day. One encmy was killed.

Chief itemsof enemy cquipment captursd during the week
were a 150 mm howitzer, two artillery prime movers, o direetor
and a field telephone, which were found abandoned on 2 Feb in
the area 1000 yards cast of MAKATCI/A. The brezch block of the
howitzar, les: the firing pin, was found sowue distance away.

Oon 30 Jan %5 75 mm shells and 96 81 1m mortar
bombs were found in a clearing 300 yards N3Z of KAFKATOWA.

HOTUPEHA POINT

Japunese defensive pgositioas covering the mouth of the
PURIATA RIVER have been Tound by our forward clements advancing
SE Trom HOTUPEWA POINT.

A patrol inland through MAKAKU, L miles MW of the
mouth of the PURIATA RIVER on 2 Feb sighted two groups of enemny,
numbering 28, 400 yards NE of the village. After killing two of
the leading eight, the patrol withdrew and set an ambush approx
2500 yards SW of tha village.

Our troops moving down the bzuch track to TOKO
encountered an ehnemy ambush of uniknown strengih, armed with
Lii3s and mortars. Shots were exchonged and the patirol withdrew
to a perimeter set up on the beach approx 6 miles NW of the
PURIATA RIVER mouth.

On the af'ternoen of 2 Feb, an Australian force landed
by barge and estabiished a position on the beuch track 5500
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yards N/ of the PURIATA RIVER mouth. Patrolis’ -ap tuis

base during the day drew Tire from an chemy positfon on the
north side of the lagoon entrance, At 0730 hrs the following
morning, a patrol moved SE and attacked across the sandbar

at the mouth of the lagoon, killing onc enemy and foreing

the remainder to withdraw. Continuing on, TOKO, two niles-from
the PURIATA RIVER, was occupied withcut upposi%ion on the same
morning. During the night 3/4 Feb, enemy movenent wvas heard =
around the perimeter, but no attack was madea.

During the past week, %42 Kanakas have been
recovered and evacuated Trom this sector.

KIETA

Native scouts reported that the =nemy camp at
TOBOREI was -ompletely demolished by the last bombinge.
Natives killed six ofthe survivors, but were afrcid to
enter the ares tc investigate fully.

In the KOROMIRA area, our scouts induced one native
tribe to kill theirpro-Jap lsader and abandon the enemy.

According to natives, only five of the original
enemy party at MAINUKI were still there on 31 Jane

Enemy casualties on BOUGAINVILLE:-
to L Feb 22 Hov-li Feb

Killed 105hLh 654
PW 122 - 2L
Viounded Ex‘: 131
From unconfirmed sources:Killed %) 58

(x) No figures availsble prior io 22 IHov

NEW BRITATN

On the south coast, our troops have continued
the move NW along the WIDE BAY coast. Bases have been
established in succession at MILIM, LEMKONG RIVER and IP
RIVER, five miles south of enemy-held XALAT PLTHe An AIB
patrol on 2 Feb reported an enemy position south of KALAI
PLTN, though no movement was Seen at the plantation.

On the north coast, patrols opsrating Trom BAIA
contacted the enemy one mile north of LEVELO PLTK on 28 Jan.
It is believed the enemy is concentrated in some strength
between MEVELO and TORIU. The ehemy has been active in the
BAIA area, strong enemy parties being contacted on three
occasions all within the area approx four miles to the south
and ST

DAMMAP RIVER

Aggressive patroliing has been continued in the
ABAT-NIMBUM-CREEK and MALTI-ILAF areos. The enemy was
contacted on a number of vccasions, and during nizhts 29/30
and 30/31 Jan, cnemy attacks on two of our positions east of
NIMBUM CREEK were beaten off. An Australian patrol again entered
and drove the enemy from newiy prepared defences at ABOAMA on
27 Jan.

The £looding of ths DAVMAP RIVER, which occasioned
some casuslties and the loss of equipment and stores, has
curtailed activity-in that vicinity.
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YAMBES

On 28 Jan, BULAMITA was oc:upied by our tro:ps and
HQ for the area was set up there. To the north, patrols are now
operating in the HAMBINI-WANDANGE villasges, while to the SE,
an astimated 70 Japs still hold@ out in the TERAVON-WANAET areas

On 30 Jan, ALBINIMA 2 was ocampied by our troops
without conlact, and on the same day a strong base was
established at NILU.

Following the recent dropping of surrender leaflets
in the YAMBES area, 10 Japs, including four officers, gave
themselves up during the week.

Bvidence zontinues to be received of an eastward
movenent through the NMILAK villages towards MAPRIK.

HAMSA BAY

Only light enemy acxtivity has been reported from this
area. A patrol engaged an enemy variy near WANGAYW on 31 Jan,
and another patrol to SENAIL fired on a small enemy party approx
Tive miles SYW of BOSEAN on 3 Febs

_ There have been furthaer instances ol enemy g
movement around our MARANGIS perimetere 3

SEA = ENEMY

On the afternoon of 1 Feb, a submarine was sighted
approx 25 miles NNW of GREEN ISLAND. The vessel crash-dived
on approach of our aircraft.

ATR - OWN

BOUGALIVILLE

Ten strikes wer< ..23e in suppoey of forward ground
troops during the period under ircview. In S¥ BOUGAINVILLE
enemy defensive posifions, occupied huts and biviuac areas
were hit at RUARURC, BARNU, WARIKI RI7ER 908609, HORINU(1)
and HORINU(2).

In the PEAR: RIDGE sector Jap troop concentcrations
were bombed at KARTAYRIA and SMI®H's HILLe

On the IW coast enemy gun nositions were attacked in
GRNGA RIVER and TSIiBA arzas and also encmy positions at
LATUM. Good coverage of targets mas obtained and considerable
damage resulteds With the exception of ihe strike sgainst gun
positions at TSIMBA, Tac/R aircraft led in all the above raidss

In addition, successful sivikes werc mads against
huts, personnel and dump areas at KUGUAZI (twice attacked),
personnel areas at TOBOREI PLAIIPATION and galvanised iron sheds
on the RATSOA .. RURI BAY track. Ground patrols were able to
sonfirm that the attack on TO3Z0REI PLANTATION was most effective.
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Patrol activity was maintainede The most successful
was a spezisgl patrol on 29 Jen which caught and sank two laden
barges)at ASIE ISLAND (FAURO Group) and one at HARAPA (SHORTLAND
ISLAND

. Tae/R aircreft flew 51 missions during the period
; 29 Jan-i Feb. .

NEW_IRELAND

Personnel areas came in for most attention during the
weeks BAIGAT was heavily hit on 29 and 30 Jan, BORPOP on three
occasions and CAPE LEMERIS twice.

Other localities bombed werc NORTH CAPE, KAVIENG,
XAPSU, LOSSUK BAY, FATMILAK, KIMIDAN and HILALON PLANTATION.

HEM BRITAIN

' Airfields at TOBERA, LAVUNAT and VUNAKANAU were the
e main targets hit{ resulting in damage to buildings, personnel
areas and supply dunips.
o Dumps were bombed at REMBARR RANGE and south of
. VULGAN CRATER, AA and coastal guns at PRAED POINT and OBAI
| MISSION end a float plane park at TOBOZI.

~ RABAUL patrols damaged a floating crane in KERAVIA
BAY and caused a large explosion in a bivouac area at
TOVARIINDUM,.
| NEW GUINEA

The welght of attacks during'-the week were
deliversd to targets in the DAGUA, BUT, WEVWAK, CAPE MOEK area.

Beauforts continued to give support to ground forces
ir the DANMAP RTVER and BALIF aregtce

PHILIPPINES- -

On 27 Jan fighter bombers hesvily attacked targets
o in Northern LUZON,10 grounded aircraft being destroyed or
. demageds Next day 32 Liberators attacked CORREGIDOR with
L excellent results and 1lii Liberators successfully attacked
r CANACAC PENINUSLA.
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1. ENEMY 003 ~ TAND

ENEMY STRENGTHS - BOUGAINVILLE

The following alterations have been made to the
estimate of maxzimum enemy strengths by areas. Changes are duse
to reassessment and reductions for casualties:-

NORTH BOUGAINVILLE ~ 1000
(inel TAICF ISIAND)

MUMA NU¥A - - 1100
SBiPRESS AUGUSTA 3AY - 1150

TOTAL SOUCGAINVILILE ARD
ADTACENT ISTAND3 - L Feb LT 15, 350

 EFEGHIVES 9,200

£93EY DEFENCE PHOGRAIME SQU S0UGLTMVIILR

rrom captured documents and ground observation it
has becn apparent that the snemy allowed his defensive
emplacements to fall into disrepair after he withdrew from the
TOROKINA area in Apr 4L and found that there was no inmediate
Allied threat to his territory in SCUTH BOUGAINVILLE.

At MAWARAKA in Vov Lk it was learned from captured
documents that the pillboxes and artillery emplacements were
over a yzar old and unusable. So the MAWVARAXA Garrison began to
construzi new positions and renovaie old ones, but the majority
ofdthe pillboxes overrun by our troops in this area have been
0 »

This lack of maintenance was probably general. A
section leader's notebook records the despatch of an Arty WO
from EMPRESS AUGUSTA 3AY to 6 Fd Arty Regt HG at MAIKA for a
coursa of instruction in the construction of fortifications.
The course was to start mid Dec L.

It is gsvident that the enemy has been aware of the
necessity of constructing or renovating positions at least
since Nov Lli, and it is ressonable to assume that
fortification worlk and rupairs are now being undertaren in
SOUTH 30UGAINVILLE.

Limitations are set on the spzsd with which these
fortifizations can bz constructed by the nunber of sick,
gardening or administrative personnel and also by the
endurance of those classified as “Zit."

6o EQUIPMENT

LEAD AND IHVERTED BALL AMuUNITION

Two P¥W capturcd in the last week were found to have
in their possession +256 inch ammnition with the bullet
inverted. ¥hen guestioned they claimed that the bullet had
been removed in order to utilise part of the propellent charge
to light fires. When the bullet was replaced, it was inserted
base uppermost to facilitate removal when next reguired.
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Later, however, they admitted that bullets were sometimes fired
base end Toremost. : o

An unusable strip of JUXT .303 inch ammmunition was
recently caeptured in which the bullets had also been inverted;
some of the bullets were mlssing.

Pistol ammunition vwhich has been captured has
had bullets entirely of lead, and in one cass a bullet appeared
to have been scratched to present an irregular surface. Three
rounds which accompanied a pistol of Dutch manufacture hed a
flat str1k1n¢ surface. :

In at least one case, that of an Australian soldier,
#ho was wounded in the arm, the bullet has been recovered and
shovied sizns of interference. The wound inflicted was
abnormally large in comparison with the usual wound due to
0256 1n0h annml" tion.

TACTICS

SURLY A\ TACTICS 1IN RABAUL - HEN IRELAND AREAS

The general impression gained by Allied pilots
operating in these arems of enemy anti-aircersft tactics was that
heavy fire was experienced only where accurate prediction was
possible, no fire being encountered on the breaskawaye. An
exceptlon was the first attack on VUNAKANAU by RWZAF planes when
a box-type barrage was put up.

When a fairly long bombing vun had to be made at
rmedium ‘height, heavy fire was accurate, causing damsge to planes
in the formation and injuries to personnel. The experience of
one squadron was that enemy sunners had developed considerable
skill and practice over the past year, and even when a medium
length bombing run was made, the first bursts were quite
likely to be accurate as to height, well on track and only
slichtly ahead.

it is considered that the Japanese are firset claas
gunners, but are using all types of ammunition sparingly. Although
some tracer has becn seen with light fire, most ground fire was
with tracerless ammunition.

This impression that they are short of ammnition
is strengthened by the facst that planes are allowed to fly over
certain 'hot spots' like CAPE St GEORGE, unmolested, until one
presents 1tse1“ as a '"sitting shot's. Such sn aireraft would
then most probably be hit with the opening shots, even with
auvtomatic fire.

It is axiomatic that as a nation's air power increases
its anti-sircraft declines in importance and, conversely, that a
nation losing aerial supremacy must rely more and more on its
anti-aircraft defen:es. JAPAN now finds herseslf in the iatter
position, and already there is proof that, in all areas, she is
trying frantlcally to build up her antl-alrcraft delences both
in number of guns and quallty of material.

(First Aust Army VWeekly Intelligence Summary No 141)
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"WE DIDN'T KWOW YOU WERE HFRE, DAMOCLES"

While 13 Inf Regt was uhdergoing hardships in the
front line at BMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, a small force of
approximately 30 men known as the RABERE Garrison Unit, composed
mailnly of 6 Fd Arty Regi personnel,was enjoying comfort in a
rear area south of SOVELE MISSION. This garrison, which was
chiefly engeged on gardening, was producing sufficient
in Dec Ll to supply its own needs, send a proportion to its
HQ at MEIRON and maintain a daily balance = L0 Xilograms on 15
Dec. Medical shpplies and spare clothing of a luxurious
nature (athletic supports and soft leather boots) were held
in excess of requirements., After some of the troops had
departed for -the front line, lethargy set in and for the four
days 23~26 Jan consumption of Tood excesded production,
daily gathering from the gardens decreased and gifts from
HQ did not prevent the stock of food on hand at 26 Jan from
dropping to 2.5 kilograms.

None the less, the garrison was still living
well - sweet potatoes, beans, melons, fresh rice, tapioca
and brown sugar forming the fare with American cigarettes
as a post-prandial pleasure - until a commando patrol on 27
Jan surprised its bivouac south of SOVELE MISSION and gave
11 out of a party of 26 no earthly reason to regret the
loss of their accumilated suppliese

JAPANESE MFDICAL CONDITIONS

Captured documents and Prisoner of War reporis
furnish evidenee that the Japanese medical serviee and supplies
in SWPA are in a parlous state, and are causing them
considerable concerne.

A Japanese Imperial GHQ review dated 18 Nov 43 on
lessons learnt from NEW GUINEA operations Jul 42-Apr 43
(OWEN STANLEYS-BUNA operations) sets out details of thse
failure and deficlencies of medi=al service. The causSe has
been realized,viz, that the system in operation was based on
that used in MALAYA, MANCHURIA and CHINA - a system which has
proved all too inadequate in SWPA. Lack of medieing and
hopelessness of supply transport situation made treatment of
patients infrequent during operations, whilst even the
hospital "is more like a mortuary due to lack of facilities
within the Onit."

. Casualties from sickness and malnutrition have taken
heavy toll of Japanese forces, and are regarded more seriously
than battle casusltiess. "It is necessary to give treatment in the
order of seriousness, e.g. illness, serious wounds, slight wounds,
sickness. It is a fact that few die from battle wounds but
many die from serious illnesssas.!

Preventative measures recommended includes e

(2) For the individual to carry a larger quantity of seit
teblets, water purification tablets and medical supplies.

(b) Por the forecs to carry injection preparations rather
than medical preparations for treetment of malaria, a
water filter and medical supplies for treatment of
gkin diseases,
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(.} T include a small number of medical personfel within a
foree during operations, and to give complete rest to
malaria patientss

(d) To obtain greater quantity of supslementary rations and
nutritious foods.

A review of Japanese medical records in BURMA, where
conditions are, if anything, worse than in NEW GUINE:, discloses
that a similar state of affairs exists in that theatre. In late
L2 when conditions were at their best an average of 13% of the
force was sick gll the time from all causss.

By 1944, malaria was universal, and its incidence had
increased due to lack of guinine and atebrin caused by a
complete brealdown in the supply system. In addition there was
no attempt at sanitation and dysentery was rife. Typhus, beri
beri and skin diseases were prevalente The extent of malnutrition
vas remarkable cnd followed inevitably on their complete
fajilure to supply their troops by air drop.

Whilst it appears that the Japanese have realized

the remedy to their medical troubles, suhseguent csvidence proves
that they have had neither the ebility nor suppliss to carry it
outs Two years have passed since 1942, and it is almost certain
that in areas outside JAPAN proper, and especially in fhose
isolated or further from the homeland, conditions have deteriorated
rather than improveds

: (First Aust Army Weekly Intelligence Surmary

¥No 1h1)

PART ITT
TOPOGRAPHICAT,

Attached as Appendix "A" are corrections to place names and
additions to topographical information cn ROVGAINVILIE KSLANDa
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e H2 2 AUST CORTS
WEBKLY INTHLLIGENCE
SULLARY No 1l. -

TOPOGRAPHICAL, INFOREATION

Refmmapg: BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND 1 Inch to 1 [.ile Series.
" oo 1 : 25,000 Series.

CORRECTIONS & ADDITIONS TO ELsCE NALES

Name Shest ©° igpres
o | BASE A MOTUPENA Pt-PURIATA R 1¥ 771642
_ BASE B . " 765622
MOORE JUNCTION " ¥ 788664
BRINK BASE " i 822714
: CLARK BASE u i 834700
. "LINDSAY'S TRACK " i _ 767625 to
P 780018
EO " SUNKEN BARGE u 765623
A LYNCH'S TRACK " 772623 to
L : : 771614
SISIRUAL No 1 u 847646
_, SISIRUAL No 2 " 901636
s MOSIWANA " 820645
oY " MABIS " 829508
A ARAGU= " 837516
: -1; MAKAKU n 817500
- . TOKO " - 828465
MATSUNKEIL n 757530
- MOZAN (HOZAN) " 848589
- MOSIGEITA - " 890581
FEIVO i 894592
PIKEI " 920578
BOKU " 917572
NAIRONA " 856603
: - SOVELLE " 958642
S0 TADOLINA : " 965652
O MAROTIABA " : 935660
e MOKOKOLIO ' " 924693
KOSINA " 884656
. MENDAIL " 893643
S NIGITAN " 876674
N IXKaDiBA o 844684
- KUPON " 882699
PEREL - " 971702
: SINANAT " 986518
MIHERO (LBARO) n 003538
N MASIWANA " 820645
P ] - POKUITO CAPE MOLTKE 1% 415133
L KalNA4 " 417144
NEW NEMBOROSIE TAIOF Ias 1" 254547
BAKARIMERA B4NIU 1M 273508
PORNAI River " at 274477
NUZEIA KOWARO 1:25,000 665167
SISIVIE No 1 u 609163
SISIVIE No 2 w 604163
SISIVIE Ho 3 " 600163
NEW VIVIE u non existent

ABUROPATA . “ non existent

T e,
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TRACK TINFORMATION

Refmap MOTUPENA Pt-PURIATA River 1

Attached maps show corrections and additions to
track information.

A PW states that the road MAWARAKA-MAKATOWA is
passable at any time of the year. There are two bridges to
cross and a swamp area, 20 metres wide, on the roasd 1500
metres from the beachs. After heavy rain water is about
2 feet deep on the road.

A branch track from 841699, on a bearing of 1930
was reconnoitred for 6000 yards.

A patrol reports a good track from 782586 to 758570.
¥urther movement is hampered by swampe

Refmap BANIU 1%

From 319693 a possible KT road leads east, crossing
a well constructed log bridge at 322693 and contlnulng to
approximately 332693.

From RATSUA 299682 to 31869l the track is not suitable
for MT unless widened. From 318694 to RURI Bay road is
suitable for MT.

There is a good foot track from LO763L to LOBGEET.

Refmdns BUKA Passage and TARBUT 1Y

From 261721 to 301756 road is x-wroximately 10 feet
wide, in excellent condition.

RIVER CROSSINGS
Refiiap BAKID 1

407631 = Log bridge over CHINPUTS River
401623 ~ Log crossing
Refinap TAIOF Island 1V

At'2305f0 there i3z a crossing p01nt 30 yards wide;
water craft are necessary as river 1s decp und crocodile
infested.

GENERAL INFOREATION

Refmap TAIOZ Islangd 1Y

' There . are good barge landing points at PUTO 225535,
at 221540, and at a point 300 yerds north of SARILE River
mouthe

SAPOSA Ialand 221627 - jetty 50 yards long, of rock
construction.

Wharf at 25773l now a total wreck.

Yharf at 261721 is considered serviceable for unlosding.
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SURVEY CF SIGIFICANT TVENTS

NORTH BOUGAINVILLE

The way to BUKA Peninsula has been cleared by the
capture of the AMPHITHEATRE feature, just south of the mouth
of the GENGA RIVER, and the crossing of the river, It was
taken in face of the mazimum elfort the enemy could muster.

ImporzTance attazhed by the Japs to holding our forces
at the river is indicatsd by their use in daylight of up
to 12 barges and sampans in the SORAKEN HARBOUR ~ MATCHIN
BAY area, to supply and re-~inforce their forward areas.
These barges had hitherto becn kept hidden from air obser-
vation, and until last week not cexposed to risk of
destruction by airerat: Ten were sunk during the two days
they were brought from hiding.

Among the cargo was probably artillery, HMGs,
smmunition and land mings. Two apparenily new IMGs were
found on the AMPHITHEATRE, numerous grenades, .’ h ammu-
nition and & dump of land mines, These mines were in good
condition and appeared to have beecn dumped a Teir days
before Fhey were captured.

Defensive construciions cn the AMPHITHEATRE were
extemsive and formidible and in:luded betwzen 200 yards and
250 yards of deep trenches and unusually well sited and
stoutly built weapon vpits and bunkersa

PEARL RIDGE AREA

Desp and aggressive pairolling is continuing. In
addition to yielding good dividende in enemy casualties and
information, our frequent patrols scem to have deterred the
enemy from moving out of his defended posts and perimeters.
There has been a falling off in the intense Japanese patrol
activity noted two and three weeks previously, and our troops
now hold the initiative.

SOUTH BOUGAINVILLE

> Forihe first time in the current :smpaign the Japanese
are using mines to impcse del~y on our troops advancing along
the mein itrack from MAWAPARA fo NOSTHELULAe
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PART T
OPERATIONS

(a) LAND —- OWH AND TNZiY

BUKA

According to SMALL BUKA natives, there are small
enemy posts of 507100 each at HAHEILA, HAWAHAN and LEMANMANU.
PORPORAN ISLAND, off the west coast, has been cleared of natlves,
and is now occupied only by Japs and Kempele Hortars and guns
at KBSSA controi KESSA PASSAGE.

. Several natives of SKALL BUKA were e xecuted
recently for saying that JAPAN cannot win, buil the chicef natives
of IETA and HANAHAN are still strongly pro=Jap.

MORTH-~-EAST BCUGAINVILLE

: Information receivcd from AIB sources reveals that
FELO lemflets dropped in the northern area are having a steadily
increasing offset on bringing the netives our vay. However,
further south in the avea behind WUMA NUMA, four AIB unarmed
scouts were overpowered by supposcdly friendly natives and handed
over to the Japs. One was shot to intimidate the other three

into guiding another attempt by armed Japs and natives to hunt
down the AIB patrol.

: ~ Native scouts report that a "great number" of
Japanese were killed during a recent air strike at TENINBAUBAU.

‘On 8 Feb, 30 Japs from here had moved to the area behind BAWIU,

and many more Japs and stores are reported behind RAUA, nesar
RAMAZAN RIVER. The movement by barge of & large gun from

TEOKOWUAKA (unlocated} to the mouth of the” ADURNI RIVER (TEOP
HARBOUR) was reported by natives on 10 Feb, and many Japs are

- camped in this latter area.

GELGA RIVER

The strong sneny feature knovwn as the AMPHITHEATRE,
soutb of the GBNGA RIVER, which had delayed our advahce since
20 Jan, was taken after hard fighting during the week, and the
way opcned to MATCHIN BAY.

On 6 Feb, our forces entrenched bYeiween the enemy
positions and the river launched an attask .on the ridge. The
initial objeciives on the AMPHITHEATRE were taken, five enemy
being kili«d and onc JUKI captured.

- Three hours after our iroops had taken the first
objectives, the encmy brought down artillery fire. This, and
determined resistance from the main feature of the AMPHITHEATRE,
held up further progress,

The cnemy counter-attacked at 0600 hrs the
following morning, but was repulsed losing one killeds

C On 8 Feb, fwo patrols were sent cut to try to

‘out the track betweun the AMPHITHEATRE and the river mouth

and ascertain whether the areca betiecn the AMPHITHEATRE and the
coast was clear of enemy.
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These two patrols linked on the GENGA RIVER approx_300~wis from
the mouth on 9 Feb, without any contactse

In the meantime, our troops moved on the remaining enemy
pests on the AMPHITHEATRE and found five dead Japs in their
defensive positions. One JUKI and one grenade discharger wers
captureds The cenemy had apparently withdrawn across the rivers

The enemy made no further attempts to interfere with our
subsequent consolidation north of the GENGA RIVER 1000 yda from
its mouth. Patrols, forward and to the east, by 10 Feb, had
cleared the north bank of the river. The only contact made was
approx 400 yds from the mouth of the river where three of five 7
Japs encountered were killed, Our troops then moved astride
the coastal itrack on the north bank of the mouth of the rivers

A Pl moving north from this new position was temporarily
halted by IMG fire at a track junction 100 yds north, but next
day they found the junction deserted and one 37 mm gun in fair
gondivion abandonede

Enemy artillery zontinues to harass our advance. Two
hundred and twenty rounds were fired during the week, 24 of which
were dudse A '

OQur coy opemating inland and moving around the right
flank reached & point three miles east of TSIMBA on 5 Feb, and
established its first base there. Patrols operating forward of
this position made no contact until the afternoon of 7 Feb, when
a patrol ceme under enemy fire of two LMGs and rifles approx
300 yds NE of the patrol base. Our itroops returned the fire,
killing four enemye. A patrol returning on 8 Feb from the area
1%4% miles NW of the base found tracks showing signs of recent
movement, and learned from the natives the presence of a Jap
ambush 500 yds east of the position reacheds

On 9 Feb, leaving one pl behind, our iroops moved north
with the intention of investigating the XKUNAMATORO area. Enemy
snipers were found screening a post of approx 20 enemy with one
JUKI and threc LMGs 500 yds north of the patrol base. Our troops
probably killed iwo, then returned to the perimeter.

A patrol was despatched nexf day on a circuitous route
apount the right flank to attack the enemy pvosition from the
TcaXe

A captured pro~Jap native confirmed the presence of the
encmy in strength in the KUNAPOPO-KUNAMATORO areas

PEARL RINGE

. There is no change in the general situation. Our deep
patrols forward of our PEARL RIDGE, continue to exact considerable
casualties and are keeping the enemy in a state of suspenses

On 6 Feb, a patrol returned from HEWRY's HILL, where
20/30 enemy were contacted. Two of the enemy were killed and one
wounded in the engagements

Three Japs were killed by an ambush at a créeck junetion
1500 yds NE of DAVIS HILL on 9 Feb. On the same day, another,
patrol caught the enemy in two huts 1400 yds ESE of WEARNE's'.
HILL. Our troops attacked with grenades, killing 20, Obher huts
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were observed ncarby, and it was estimated there wvere
another 30 encmy in thc areas

On 7 Feb, a patrol departed north to investigate the
huts at the rear of SMITH's HILL. The patrosl reached the rear
slopes wher the snemy was enguged and two were killed. Twenty
t0 30 Jops viere cstimated tc be in this position.

The follawing day our patrols again roturned fo
SMITH's HILL and Llaunched an attask, supoorted by artillery
fire direcizsd with a FOO with the patrol, on an enemy position
on the ecastern slopes. Five enemy ware killed before our .
patrol »ebturned to bases. The enemy vere found *o be using
Aust 36 grenades.

Another succecssfis: shoot was directed on enemy
holding the trail fo SISIVIZ, the FOO being zuided by IGIB
patrol to withir 75 vards of the enemy before ihe shoot.

Artiliery ané meltars have bzen active throughout the
week, laying dovn continug? harassing fire on cnemy vpositions
und reperted sonsentrations north of PEARL IDCE.

.. . DuPing th2 nighis of 3/9 and 9/10 Tcb, movement has
-been heard in the area 500 yds SE of ARYTY HILL, suzvesting that
some encmy are siiii uv iarge in the rear of our linese

PAGANA RIVER

- fur trocps have now occudniad the ITIADABA-KUPON-NIGITAN
areca in sonmc strength, and natrols are now active securing the
trails vhich converge on the ¥CSIMA-MANDAL earea, and
exploiting Fuvrther south towards MOSTCETTAS ‘

On 6 ¥Feb, our patrol base sstablished 500 yds SE of
INADASA on thne IKADABA~IIOSINA trail wpas reinforcced, and patrols
moving ferward of this position mads two snemy contasts approx
800 vés -from base. On each occasion the enemy withdrew. Ifo
contacts were made by patrols the Foliowing day, and on -9 Feb,
our base was advanced o further 1j miles down the irack
‘towards HOSIEA. A mesrol {rom This base con the same day made
contact aoprex 200 ydz to the SE. Firc wes exchanged and the enemy
again withdrevw.

Cn 7 ¥eb, a force oczcuplied NIGITAN, found by previous
patrols to be £o.: of the enemy, and moving through was fired
on 5CC ydsz south off the village. Patrols the following day
found the trcck clcar.

On 10 Feb HOSIXA wss o:cupind without opposition, and
next day our troops moved a further mile down the track towards
SISIRUAL II and cshablished o firm base at that point.

Contact was. estcblisned during the wa:k between our
iorece operating in this arez and those logaied furdher
inland in the SOVELE area Ly a natrol which returncd on 6
Febe No encny were encountered during the tripe

" Foliowing the native killing cf a Jopenese at NIHERU,
the enemy were believed to be moving +to the KOHOS arca (L3
miles N¥E of HNIHERU; %0 take rceprisais on the nasivese
Aczordingly, an Australisy party moved Pfrow the base area south
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of SOVELE and set up an ambush in the KONOS gardens. No enemy,
appeared and on 10 Feb the patrol was withdrawn.

The main activities of our troops have been dlrectad
down the two trails south of SOVELE converging on the MOSIGETTAw-
PIKEI arsa. An ambush posltion was set up 150 yds from Japw
occupied gardens just off the track iwo miles from PLKEI.

A recce patrol south from this position found further
ozcupied gardens, and on 7 Feb, a patrol moved further south.doun
the road to occupy & position approx 1000 yds east of PIKEL. No
contacts were made in this position, and the patrol was withdrawn
north to the SOVELE base on 9 Febe This patrol reported a series
of enemy ocamapled gardens all along the road west from the positien
the patrol had occupled to MOSIGETTA.

Yet another patrol moving south from the maln ambush
position in the gardens bwo miles north of PIKEI left the track
and reached the PURIATA RIVERe The gardens in thie area were found
clear of the enemy.

On 8 Feb, a recce patrol moved along the trail from
SOVELE MISSION to SISURUAI II, thence south along the main track to
within half a mile of MEIVO, and one mile from MOSIGETTA. The patnal
discovered an extensive evacuated bivouac area, destroyed by
bombing.

. Patrols from our outpost established on the PURIATA RIVER
five miles gast of PIKEI are probing down the north and south -
banks of the river towards MAKAPEKA. Twelve eremy were contacted
L00 yds north of this ottpost position lon 11 Peb, Two wers kllled,
and the remainder withdrew in disorder.

TAVERA RIVER

On 5 Feb, & patrol moving east from our base south of the
TAVERA RIVER, 2% miles inland, csme under fire whilst crossing the
river north of a garden area 5% miles inlande Our troops held the
position with reinforcecments until 9 Feb, when they moved baeck along
the track south of the river, crossed it at a poilnt 2% miles inlang,
and set up a position on the track north of the river 27 milss
inlande

In moving sast to this position along the track north of the
river on 9 Feb, another pl found the enemy position near the LOG
CROSSING 2800 yds inland had been vacated. One dead Jap was found
in the vicinity.

MAKATOWA

The advance east slong the road towards MOSIGETTA has
continued with little enemy interf@rences The weeck's activiiy has
taken our troops to withintirsemilesof MOSIGETTA.

On 6 Feb, Tollowing contact with the enemy along the road
approx 3000 yds east of MARATOWA, a coy attempted to outflank the
Jans by moving through sweamps. Another enemy post was found 400 yds
from their start-point and in turn was by-passeds Two days latgr
this force reached the -oad 4000 yds east of MAKATOWA to find that
the enemy had withdrawn in face of a frontal advance from those of
our troops who had been left behind by the outflanking force.
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In clearing the road betwezn these two coys, one encmy wes
killed, two wounded, and 1 IMG captureds

S J0n 9 Feb, with artillery support, our forward ecoy
advanced to and crossed the HUPAI RIVER, to be reinforeced
shortly after by a sezond company. An enemy party dug in
behind. a log approx 500 yds from the river crossing
temporarily halted the advance, but by 11 Feb, our forward
company was in position along %he rdad»approx three miles
from MOSIGETTA.

A third company crossed the river on 10 Feb and moved
north of the road to a position approx 800 yds from the
crossing and near the RUARUAO-MOSIGETTA tracks

The enemy used artillery on two occasions during the
week, firing a total of 32 shells, four of which were duds,
w1thout cau51ng any damage or casualtlcse

PURIATA RIVER

) Operating from our two bases, one at TOXO and the other
on the coastal traczk approx L miles from the mouth of the
PURIATA RIVER, patrols have been active SE towards.the river
mouth and NE along the track to the MARIGA-MAKUKU-MABIS sarea.

On 6 Feb, a patrol from TOKO reached th® PURIATA RIVER
mouth and returned without sighting any enemys A previous patrol
however, and two subseguent ones the following day in the seme
direction encountered the enemy in a position &pprox 700 yds
838 of TOKO. On 1l Feb, following an air strike, an estimated
seven enemy vere driVEn from this position, Gasualties to the
enemy are not known.

Slight opposition has been encountered by our patrols
operating NE“of TOKO. On 8 Feb, one of these patrols contacted
the enemy estimated to be of platoon strength approx 12 miles
inland. Our patrol was unable to outflank the position
gecause of svamps and returned after killing Tour and wounding

Ooure.

Patrols in the MAKUKU-MABIS-MARIGA arga during 10 Feb
were fired on by emall enemy parties at four different points.

- A platoon position was set up on 7 Feb in the
viclnluy of the trazk Junction at MABIS. During the day,

patrols from this base evacuatcd Kanekas £rom KONGAVI (approx

1 mile IWE of MABIS)
CHOISLUL

On 7 ¥Feb, AIB scouts reported a number of Japs on the
southernmost uOO yds of SIPASAT, and approx 150 sbout 300/400
yds west of SOLOVAI RIVER (unlocated) and about 100 yds from the
beache The sentries in the area are very alert, and the enemy
dispepses on hearing cngines.

The largest number of Japs blvouac 50 yds in from the
sea at KUKUPU, with a smaller number at MALUKU and scattered
groups between these placese
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Enemy ocasualties om BOUGAINVILLE: .
to 11 Feb 22 Novell Feb

Killed 10617 - 727
W 122 21
Wounded (x) 1151
From unconfirmed sources: -

Xilled (x) 373

(x) No figures available prior to 22 Nov

NEN BRITAIN

On the south coast, the mdvance NW along the WIDE BAY eoast
has been continued without opposition. On 9 Feb, our forward
company had reached to within epprox two miles of EKATAL PLTN.

In the OPEN BAY sector, the enemy is offering active
resistance to our troops disposed between BAIA and MAVELO PLTN,
One of our pletoons was attacked by 80 Japs east of the MAVELO
RIVER on 9 Feba Our troops withdrew after killing or wounding
15 of the enemys A party of 80 Japs attacked one of our platoons
gast of the MAVELO RIVER on 9 Feb, forcing our troope to
withdraw across the river after killing or wounding 15 enemy.

NEW GUINEA

DANMAP RIVER

The enemy has become increasingly active in the ABAU arpa.
One enemy strongpoint on NAMBUT HILL (1 mile SW of ABAU) was
eventually eaptured and ocaipied by our troops on 7 Febs

“Patrol aetivity has eontinued in the MALIN and ABOAMA °
arease South of ABOAMA, the snemy is in ocauvation of MITIBILE,
MATBAGMA and ALIKOLIPA villagess

BALTF

Operating south £rom our base at NILU end east from BULAMITA,
patrols are exerting pressure on the enemy in the BALIF«-NUMANGO=- -
ABUBIL-DAHARIGAT areaes, Patrols in the area south of NILU have
reported the area largely clear, Thosg east from BULAMITA have found
. the enemy still present in a number of villages, though the BALIF
group were found clear on 7 Feb. Evidence of recent occupation by
a foree HQ was found at WAHARITITA.

SW of BULAMITA, the enemy is stlll present in the
TERAWON area., Fifty enemy were contacted on the NANU RIVER near
AIBANUM on 7 Feb, and another party of unknown strength one mile
gast of LUWAITE on the same daye




D gy ———
S
. :\ .'\
'
'

(c) AIR = OVN

BOUGAINVILLE

- The heaviest gir attack on a BOUGAINVILLE target since-
2 Aust Corps assumed commend was made..on 6 Feb by a -combined
' foreg—of GREEN ISIAND hased Vapturas snd Mitchells and PIVA -
Corsairsc The target which had besn attacked twiee the previous
week ¢ nsisted of huts, buildings and dumps in the MUGUAI-
TOBURAT area. )

During the attack 59,200 lbs of bombs and depth :
-charges were dropped by 37 aircraft. -.seven Mitchells, -elght
Venturas-and 22 Corsairs. The area was well covered.

. Known vesults are 40/50 huts destroyed, many dsmaged
and 2 fuel or ammunitioin duwmps secn to sxplodee Another three
explosions were caused and smoke from these billowed to 10Q0 £%.

_ Tyalve strikes were also made in suppori of ground
+troons.. In SW BOUGAINVILLE enemy occupled posltions were attagked
at MEIVO- track junction (twice), HCRINU, HIRU HIRU (twize) and
TOKOs A good coverage of all targets was obtaineda

In the PEARL RIDGE area;Jap congcentrations at
TUTERIOPIA - emd-HENRT' s HILL were bombeds :

$

On the NV .coastsl sector a gun position at 241586
was attacked on-6 and 11 Febe The first strike resulted in
a probable direct hii. During the sceond strike what appeered
to be a canopy over the position was destroyed but no gun was-kagns.
A hut concentration was bombed -at 269583, good coverage of the
target being obtained.

An atiask againet the enemy position at the AMPHITHEAERE‘L
nas-unsvccessfule

Raids were diso made at HANPAN where 10 huts were
destroyed, at KORIU, TAITAI and BANIU where good coversges wers
—obtained without raesults being observed.

Considerable success was obtained in small eraft strikes
during the wecke In MATGHIN BAY area 5 barges and a 20 £t
sempan were destroyed and 6 barges damaged or rendered
unserviceadies Two barges were hit in RAMUN HARBOUR and one
store laden barge sias destroyed in TINPUTZ HARBOUR. Canoes
were sunk, one each at ASSINO BAY and HOWA INLETs At AWA ISLAND
a barge hide out and launch housed therein received a direct

hit.

Patrols secred a¢cinst huts at OEMA, MASAMASA and
PIEDU ISLAIDS, also killed % Japs nesar XKAHILI and hit two
trucks at RAUA PLANTATION.

Pay/R aircraft led in the Corsairs on 1L of the above
strikes.

. NEW IRELARD

KAVIENG and BALG.T were attazked consistently during the
weeke In five raids on KAVIZNG, buildings in the town area and
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dump areas at the airfield were hit. BAIGAT was bombed on four
occasions resulting in at least 18 huts destroyed and many

damaged.

Minor strikes resulted in roads being cratered and hutted
areas damaged at PATATGIN, PANAPAT, LAMUSSONG and LEMADOT;
bivouac-areas hit at ROLAND YOUNG PLANTATION, BALEGILA, KAUT BAY,
PINIKINDU POINT and HIMAU PLANTATION and roads cratered at
ULUNONO, LOSSUK BAY and BALUS' PLANTATIONs :

" NEW BRITAIN

VUNAKANAU was attacked on three occasions »y medium -
bombers. Guns and direction finding installations received direct
hits and personnel areas and suspected plane parks were well
covered.

- TOBERA personnel and supply areas reseived two visits
from heavy bombers and itwo from medium bombers, hits being
scored in all target arecas.

. An MT park at RABAUL was attacked by 15 medium bomberss
Minor strikes and patrol aircraft put bombs into personnel areas
at WARIKI RIVER, CREDNER ISLAND and MIOKO ISLAND and barge
hideouts at DUKE of YORK ISLAND and MANGROVE CREEK. Five trucks
in the RABAUL area were Tireds

NEW _GUINEA

- VWhile small forces of Lightnings, Mustangs, Thunderbolts,
Mitchells, Bostons and Iiberators kevt up continuous pressure
.on enemy base installations in the WEWAK area, Beauforts :gave
thelr support to our forqard elements in the DANMAP RIVER and BALIF
sectors by bombing Jap occubied villagese
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PART 11

1. ENEMY 00B - TLAND

' ENEMY STRENGTHS |

» The following changes are made in the estimate of
o " maximum enemy strength BOUGAINVILLE and adjacent islands:=

EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY 1050 Combat: 770
o .- Bamaeg.- 280
- “Effeetivess 650

Total Strength & 15250 Combat: 7850
o ... -Base: 7400

Effectives - .. :"9100 °
2, ENEMY 00B =~ AIR .

ENEM?'LAND’%ASED'AIB?STRENGTE -

'i: ' . " Estimate.of enemy lend based air strength in the
i following areas is prepared on. 1nformation to 3 Feb 45:=
Cg CONPARATIVES
AREAS F 2EF SEB 25 F/B F/P OBSN TOTAL 27 Jan 16 Jan
¢ PHILIPPINES _ | :
L MINDANAO 5 3 4 2 5. - 19 19 19
- Togon HE Y . 19
0 : 1
TN B sH i B & BB
AMBON-CERAM . '
o, -BOEROE 3 3 3 3 3
AN CELEBES 10. 3.2 6 4 25 25 18
i JAVA-BALI= | ) | '
JAVAB g .2 2 .9 13 13 15
BORNEO % 2 8 3 8 3 L. Lo 39
: FORMOSA= . 8 20 - |
A ; 103_11;.75__ % U 68 20 389 . WT k27
TOTALS 157 37 95107 16 113 33 538 597 659

g Estimates do-not include combat types aaaigned to
operational training units o

o " 'In the NEW-BRITATN-NEW TRELAND~SOLOMONS area, it is
eatimated that the enemy - air Btrength is as follows-- _

'F F/P OBSN - TOTAL, GOMPARATIVES

- T 2L l6Jgan

e NEW IRELAND ) 15 8 2 25 25 25

N SOLOMONS

(FPirst Aust Army Weekly Intelligence Summary No 142)




6+ EQUIPMENT

' 81 mm AA MORTAR SHELIL

Attached as Appendix "AY to this Summary is s description
and diagream of sbove shell, : .

* 7. TACTICS | - - |

JAP E TRICKERY TACTICS

Experiences of Allied soldiers in the PHILIPPINES show
that the Japanese in that theatre are continuing to use old
tricks and ruses interspersed with new ones, to trap unwary
Allled soldiers, often with fatal results.

Some of the mdihois used aret=
(a) Dig foxholes and place snipers to cover them with fixed

sights. Sometimes Ameriecans occupied these holes and the
snipers fired successfullye : : .

(b) Reveal location of a pillbox by fire. As Americans advanced
to knock out pillbox, take them under fire from concealed
machine guns on both flanks. .

(¢) Plaece a Jepanese sword near the opening of a cave.

When a souvenir hunter picks up the sword, Japanese I ...
inside cave fires.

Id) Have one Japanese make tabi tracks in soft mude When
Americans follow the single trail, several Japanese
ambush them.

_(e) Start'éooking fifes, then smbush Americans approsching
the ssena.

(£) Shout "Medics"s When medics appear, shoot them.
(g) Plant wood alcohol in liquor bottless
(h) Tie three grenades together and throw.

(1) Use Japanese women and children to forage for food and
" water leoft by the Americans.

It is probable that soms of the sbove ruses will still
be used in the NE sector, SWPA, in fuiure Allied operationss

(Pirst Aust Army Weekly intelligence Summary No 142)
. JAPANESE INFILTRATION FOR INTELLIGENCE PURPCSES

Although the enemy to date has had only s limited
knowledge of the Allied situation, there are indications that
he is making strong efforts to remedy this deficlencye The -
sulcide raiding parties organised for the destruction of Allied
supply and HQ installations on the PHILIPPINES also had
Intelligence missions, In addition, the enemy is attempting
infiltration of individuals or mmall parties for espionage .
purpossBSes Enemy soldiers in civilian clothes have been apprehended

attempting to enter the Allied perimeter in company with
Filipino civillanses
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The Toilowing illustratee that the ‘onpoy*brsosso maliing’
determined attempis to sapture documents as a source of
Intellizenge. ATfter the gapanese infiliration attack in SAN
PABIAN zrea, LEYTE, on 17 Jen,=scret Americcn documents were
found on the body cof s dead Japunese soldier, Investigation
disclosed they had been left in a kag in 2 soldier's tents. The
bag itself was later found several hundred vards awayi it had
been completuly ransacked but only the documents were missinge.
“he overation ovrder for this misgon specificeally directed the
capiure of Jdcauments, indicating that the scarch or this bag
was not accidentale

Troops in ali areas should bg aware or the possible
use of such %tactics and be prepared to frustrate any enemy
attempt o gain information by their use.

{Bxtracted frum Fivst Aust Avmy Weekly Intelligence
Surmary No 142)

JAPANLSE CAMOUSNTAGE TAGITIDS

An investigation of the siting of fthe enemy 150 mm
gun east of HMAKATOWA has revealed a clever empleyment of the
terrain at the snemy's disposal. Our constant air and ground
reconnaissance to loesie thls field piece has proved its
effective comourlage.

The gua was sighted va the sdge of a mmatl svamp area
approximately 590 yards in diameiers Mo ielling ef {imber was
required to cbiain 2rest 2lecrance ané no flash marks wvere
visibie as the gun fired across this small expanse of water.

(3 Aust Div Weekiy Infelligence Swamary No 11) -
GENERAL

FORTRESS RABAUL

A i Avea Avmy Corbat Instruction Repori huoaded
"Lessons learned from combat in RABAUL area" hee now besn
recovered in the PHILIPPINES. The repori was distribuied to ail
formabions, in tl:e PHILIPPIHES with the comment that the lessons

would be Yof wvital importsnce in preparing for futurc operations,"

A translation of the repori is as Tollows:=-

"The fbllowing statements wore made Sy Rear Adm TOMIOKA,

formerly. Chief of S%aff, who vecently »eturned Trom RABAUL, Dec Ul
3 ’

'Despite continued large ssale enamy air raids, all army and
navai personnel in the Southeast arez, I{rom conmanding

" officers downwavd, are makinz a desperatc effort to fortify
NEV IRELAND and BABAUL with irrevccablc determination despite
difficulties and shoriages of mauterial, Within the nast six
morth:s, the major part of the fortifications has been
completeds A conaition of sclf-sufficiency both with regard
to living and to fighting has been esstabiished.

11 The emphasis is plaeced rostly on foréificc.ions,
espesially underground installationa. Positicns arc
being rapidiy expanded end war supplies are all stored
in caves. Total lcnﬁth of tne z2oves and tunnels has
now reacheé 250 lon {i.es 155 miles) '

2o Anti~landing positions are being constructed in the form
of a checker boardy In -places whare landing operations
may be szperied, ten to 4wenty anti-tank {trenches are
constructed one behiné ihie others
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3« A New Idea Squaed has been organiséd*ron.maom into
problems regarding tactlos, weapons and material. The
result has been eminently successful.

e Almost twenty-five percent of the unit's strength is
engaged in cultivation for the support of all. Aliotment
of land per man ie 200 TSUBOQ (1 TSUBO is 3.95 sq yds).
A stage of self-sufficiency is gradually bsing attaineds

5« In addition to ihe abovementioned work intensive and
enthusiastis training is being carried out day and night,
despite continuous attacks by more than 100 enemy
airplanes at a time. Great emphasis is plae=d on close
range fighting and especially on antltank fighting.
Intensive training under the principal that "each
individuael soldier is a potential anti=tank weapon"
ig being conducted. The Army Comd himself participates
in the anti-tank mine attagk training. Training is
being 2arried out repeatedly using hypothetical situations.

In view of ouUr policy regarding future operations; air
co~operation cannot be counted upon except in the area whers
a decisive battle is %o take place.' " (First Aust Army Weekly

Intell?ﬁgnce Summary No 142)
PLIGHT OF ENEMY FORCES IN EMPRESS AUGUSTA B AREA :

e ———

- The spparently hopeless situation which faces the enemy
in SOUTHERN BOUGAINVILLE is cmphasised in a letter, dated 1L dJan
45, and since captured by our forces. It is addressed to 2/Lt
SUGIMOTO then operating in the MAWARAKA area. The sender is b
unknowne A full translation of the document is quoted below:-

"your operational activities at the front line at MAWARAKA are
truly appreciateds

Some time ago I received your letter, but dus to the approach=
ing of the enemy's muin force after their Sudden landing, I was
sent in charge of a patrol to MANOGATA coasts I was unable to
reply. At last the enemy has begun to advance in earnest.
(TN:Part illegible) am waiting with great anticipation.

I do think of the unegualled suifering that you are undéfgoing
in your activities and combat, but there is nothing that can be
done sbout ite i ,*:

I believe the situation at BO TO (BOUGAINVILLE) is utterly
hopelesss Although we are chiefly infantpy troops we are not
exaetly waiting for- *he enemy meraly foy the infantry combat
practice. However, we ars hnlding s.uhbornly with the "Come
and get 1t" attitude. !

I am sorry that we have no tobacco on hand to fulfill your
request, but (Thiremainder illegible)"
PART IIX

Attached es.Appendix "B" are corrections to plaze names and
adaitions to topographicel information on BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,

Pl .

\
\
2 H U e~
(E H WILSON) Lt-col
Distribution as for Summary Mo 10 Gensral Staff
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51 mm AA JMORTAR SHELL

GENERAT

The following detalls are teken from a report by Mobile
Explosives Iuvastigation Unit No 1, on a new Japahese Army 81 mm
AA mortar shell vecovered from the ORMOC BAY area on LEYTE.

Mo reports on the effectiveness of this weapon have come
to hand, but i%s.use is stated to be against strafing and low-
flying aircreft. The method of functioning is similer to that
of the 70 mm barrage mortar which was used by the Japanese in
the NEW BRITAIN srea as far back as December 1943

This 81 mm shell does not conform to any previous
designs. The snell is pecked separately in & cylindrical tin
container, as disiinci from the 70 rm shell, which houses saven
small bomb containers. Another noteworthy feature is the selfe
destroying agent, which causee the projectile to explode
after 45 seconds -~ self~destroying is reported to occur
after a fall from 1,00C feet to 5C0 feet,

- DESCRIPTION

The moriar sheli 1s a black steel tube 13" in
diemeter, with & fine (81 mm diameter) spot-welded along the
after part of ithe tuvce. It contains an expelling charge, which
is operated by a 12 second powder fuzs, and a HE cylinder
with parachutes atiached.

The HE cylinder consists of a steel case, a 45 sscond
self~-destruction powder fuze, a Triction igniter and fthree
eylindrical explosive blocks - one cyclonite and two TNT.

The paraszhute supporting the cylinder is segoured by a
small fixed "U" bcli, and a second parachute is secured to the
friction igniter by a line 32 feei L4 inches longe

OPERATION

When the shell is rired, the £lash from the black
powder igniies the propellant andiks 12 second fuzee The
projectile iz proveiled into the air, and after 12 seconds, the
Puze ignites the expelling charge, blowing the HE cylinder and
para hutes from the forward end of the shells The 45 sccond
gelf-deejvroying fuze is also lgnitéd.

The cylinder is now suspended by a 32 foot eord from the
upper parachute, ané planes siriking the cord will cause 1t to
explcde the HE cylinder. After )5 seccnds, if the cord has not
been sitrua, +he self-destiroving fuze detonates the cylinders




SPECIFIC DATA
Total Weight
Weight of HE cylinder & parachutes
Weight of propellant
Weight of HE blocks (total)
Overall length
Length af shell {less propellant
- - container) .
—_.Diametar of mortar shell body

.. Length of fins

Length of HE cylinder

- Thickness of cylinder walls = .
Diameter of cylinder parachute
Diameter of igniter parachinte

3 1bs 1Y cz8
1l lb 5 ozs
3/L ozs

L ozs

5345 com

469 cm
348 o
11/42 rm
17.7 cm
l,5 m
30e4 cm
L0.6 cm

(First Aust Army -¥eekly Intelligence Summary No 142)
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APPENLIX: Y"BY TO

HQ 2 AUST CORPS
WEEKLY INTELLIGENCE
SUMMARY No 12.

TOPOGEAPHICAL:  TMFORMATION

Refmeps: BOUGAINVILLE Island 1 Inch to 1 lLiile Series.
: - i 1:25,000 Series.

ADDITIONE 20 PLACE NANMES ‘
CHAMBER's Hill KOW&RO 1=25ﬁ000 738158

HENRY's Hill 572166
WEARNE's Hill n i 695165
RYDER's Hill s u 154143
ROBERTSON's Hill n u 697136

TRACK INFORLATION
Refmap MOYUPENA Pt-PURIATA River 1 Inch

From 707578 to 765521 beach track is considered
jeepable.

The track from 901480 to 940502 is a well worn
pad, cleared for approximately 10 feet on either side.

From 922502 s track runs WY to the river bank.
A track leads north from 931501 to a hut on the vriver bank.

' Four bridges have bszen constructed between ROBBIE's
Rest and KUPON and a jeep has proceeded to KUPON, but the
track reguires further attention before it can be opened

for constant traffiec.

Refmap KOWARC 1:25.000

KEENAN's Ridge area - Tracks in this area are
mainly well defined and wide enough for the comfortable
passage of one man. Gradients are steep, many as steep as
1 in 2. The soil is soft and grey coloured, very slippery
when wet but drying quickly.

Prack from road head 658090 to staging point
642112 is 2 to 3 feet wide and well worn; not jeepable.

: The track from oh61?2 to 657175 could be made
jeepable with a 1ittle work.

The track alonz feature from 693746 to 693153

‘ecould also be made jeepable.

Refmap TAIOF Isiand 1 Inch

‘The track from 2113602 to 241586 is a well worn
foot track 10 yaras in from beach.

TANWOA Island 155656 -~ A corduroyed track 3 feet
wide_leads west from jetty along watar's edge.

RIVER GROSSINGS

- Refmap TAIQOF Island 1 Inch

At 237583 therec is a log bridge 75 feet long and
2 feet wide, 30 yards from the river mouth.
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Refmap MOTUPENA P{-PURTATA River 1 Inch

KOWATO River at 873683 is 20 feet wide and one foot
desp, with banks 25 feet high.

PURIATA River is sluggish at the mouth and the
sandbar is covered by 2 feet of water at low tide. The
channel at this point is 30 yards wide.

Refmap ATTARA 1 Tnch

At 98530L there is a log footbridge.
Refmap KARA 1 Inch

A captured Japanese document states that the

following river crossing conditions existed on the BUIN=-
MOSIGETTA road in Feb L. :

SILIBAT River 28 yards wide and approximately 12 inches
deep.

KMIBO River 55 yards wide, 1' 6" to 1' 9" deep and
difficult to ford.

MOBIAI River Ll yards wide and 12 inches deep, easily
forded.

Refmap KOY¥ARO 1:25,000

AUBAUBI River crossing at 655105 is 4O yards wide
and 2 feet deep. The river is fast flowing and has a rocky
bottom.

ASABA River, at 686097, is 30 feet wide and 4 feet
deep. It is very fast flowing with a rocky bottom.
GENERAL

Refmap MOTUPENA Pt-PURIATA River 1 Inch

Prom 765521 to 795490 the country is swampy, with
the exception of a coastal strip of approximately 20 feet.

The three rivers in this area, at 765520, 773512
and 785501, are swampy. Houths are tidal, with water 6 inches
deep over firm sand.

River water is considered drinkable after chlorination.

Refmap TAIOF Island 1 Inch

At 148650 there is a 6 to 8 feet gap in the reef.
The water is deep enough for shallow draught barge traffic.

At 156691 there is a small wooden jetiy constructed
of rough planks.

Inlets on the west coast of TAIOF Island run in
beneath mengroves, some for a distance of 200 yards. Waler
in the inlets appears deep.

The water at end of jetty at 156655 appears shal-
low, with deeper water on NW side. :

Refmap KOWARO 1:25,000

A patrol reports good clear running water at 606145
and 608146. At both points water appears to originate from
springs.
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SURVEY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

NORTH BOUGAINVILLE

' After clearing the snemy out of the AMPHITHEATRE
feature and crossing the GENGA RIVER our troops moved north
along the coast only a mile and a half before striking
further heavy eprositions The advance is being delayed by

& small pockset of enemy dug in near the mouth of the GITMAN

RIVER. Efforts to outflank this pocket by moving bodies
of troops round 1nland trails are being determinedly

oppesedo.
BOUTH BOUGATINV ILLE

Small parties of enemy fighting rearg'«mnd.ac-tions
are-prabably the only Japanese remasiningnorth and west of
the PURIATA RIVER. Most of the area furmerly occupied by
the Jap 13 Inf Regt has been oleared of enemy , and three
separate Australian forees-are closing on the MAKAPEKA ford
from the north and west, One prisoner taksn on the road 2
miles NW of MOSIGETTA on 13 Peb stated there were about 500
of- the .13 Regt disposed at MEIVO and east of MOSIGETTA on
13 Feb, but our troops moving through those areas have _geen
no signs of occupation.by large bodies of troops, neither
have they encountered opposition in strenzthe

ﬁ
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CPERATIONS

(a) LAND = OWN AND ENEMY

GENGA RIVER

, After clearing the GENGA RIVER ares, our troops
advancing north have been held up again by de%eminad. enemy
resistance a mile north of the river mouths At this point,

the enemy, estimated to have two LM@s and 15 rifles, is dug in
on a sandpit along which the track runs to the GI T RIVER
crossing. Their f£lanks are protected by the ssa and a lagoohs
Our fores is now dug in 50 yds south of the ehemys

. ‘On 16 Fe¢b, ons platoon with P00 set out through very
dense jungle east of the legoon to try to get behind the enemy
by following the east bank of the GILMAN RIVER to 1ts mouths

- This party contacted enemy LOO y&s NE of the river mouth
on 18 Feb, killing three. Reinforced, this force is now petselling -+~

further north, trying to reach the cosst in 2 wider sggeds
Support was given to this operation by our artillery and
mortars, which on 17 Feb shelled enemy positions on the sast
and-—was% banks of the GILMAN RIVER 200 yds from the mouths

: On 14 Feb, & patrol moving east along %the :
KUNAMATORO track located an enemy ambush on a cresk ermssing
approx 100 yds from our position at the junction of the
KUNAMATORO and LALUM tracks. Ths enemy is estimated to he in
strength, and is holding the high ground on the east bank,

Enemy artillery action has been on a reduced seale
during the week, most shells falling ineffectively on the north
bank of the GENGA RIVER and in the TSIMBA areas. Our own
artillery and mortars have given suppert to all our operations

and kept up harassing fire on enemy positions. .

Our troops attempting a parallel advanece along the
inland track have been held up by enemy positions on DOWN®S
HILI. -This 18 a 60 £ ridge, defended by heavy £ire from plllw
boxes ang trench system, and surrounded by trip wires, looatsed
three miles east of the mouth of the GENGA RIVERs Ensmy
strength 18 estimated at 20/30, armed with IMGse Oup troops
are dug in 300 yds south of the enemy, and patirols are :
operating forward from hers.

On night 13/14 Feb, two shells fell east of our
‘positions. This is the first oecasion on which enemy artillery
fire has been dirscted against.our troops in theiilm@ sestors

A polize boy patrol returning from SAPOSA ISLAND on
16 Pgb reported it occupied by tha enemye

' Thera 18 st11l no change in the general situation,
activity again being confined to aggressive patrolling into
the enemy-occupied areas north of PEARL RIDGE, and continual
harassment of t3e enemy by artillery, mortars and MMG fires

A patiol returning on 1l Feb reported enemy dug in
on the eastern slopes of SMITH'S HIILL and on HENRY'S HILL, and

two huts oXcupied by an estimsted 10 men in the OLD VIVIE areas
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The patrol estimated that OLD VIVIE was defended by approx 20
Japs in two positions astride the main northssouth track. Five
of an estimeted 12 located in dug in positions 300 yds south of
OLD VIVIE were killed by one of our patrols on 18 Feb. :

Another patrol to the north-east of PEARL RIDGE killed
seven Japs, vounded four and possibly ten more, on the NUMA NUMA
trail, 1600 yds east of WEARNE'S HILLe The e¢nemy in the area is
gstimated to number 35/50, armed with Juki MGs and IMGs.

Enemy positions and enemy movement obsePved on SMITH'S :
HILL -have been engagsd continually with artillery, mortars and
MG fire. SISIVIE, HENRY'S HILL and other enemy areas north of
PEARYT: RIDGE have also bacn bombardede -

The enemy is showing a reneved interossi, in our PEARL
RIDGE positions. Enemy movemens at night has been lLeard around
our perimeters on a number of occasions, and more of our booby
traps .have been sprungs On the nights of 11/12 and 13/14 Feb,
"coge--ing" was heard on the left flank of our positions, in what
was probavly an attempt to zet ouwr troops to divulge thelr
positionse . .

From Kznakas brought in by an IGIB patrol to the
SISIVIE area on 1 Feb, it is learnzd that the snemy has returned
in strength to IBU from BURITSIOTORARA, to which they hed
previously withdrawn. The natives state that the enemy is expeeting
an attack against that crea, and has prepared defensive positions. ¢
L]

' SOUTH BOUGATNVILLE

.  STSIRUATL

' There has been no further enemy opposition to our
advanee south along the trail to NOSIGETTA. Our formard troops
have now reached the crossing of the MAVIRI RIVER, less than
two miles north of MOSIGETTA,. and have almost effected the
Junction with our troops moving east along the MOSIGETTA Road
and now in occupation of MOSIGETTA.

Continuing the move south from our base on the trail
one mile south of MOSINA, our itroops occupied WARAPA on 13 Feb,
Investigation of the tracks lesading weet and NE from here to a
distance of 600 -yds and 1807 yds respectively revealed evidenes
of enemy occupation, but no sign of the enemy. A patrol from
WARAPA found the north bank of the KOHARA and TAVERA RIVERS clear
of the cnemy to a point four miles west of WARAPA, wherse contact
was made with an outpost of our force stationed in the TAVERA
NIVER sectcra

A large clearing and track junction,sbelieved to be
SISIRUAT 2 was occupied on 14 Feb, and two days later our troops
had reached the ecrossing of the_HﬁVIRI RIVER.

TAVERA RIVER

The few remaining enemy who had becn harassing our
ratrols in thissirpior have apparently withdrawn Lront the area.

During the pdst weck no contocets were made by patrols
along the, river to a distance of L4 miles inlande

. SOVELE

, P,trols from our base on the PURIATA RIVER 4f miles SE
of SOVELE have worked their wuay SW down the river and are now
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in the vicinity of the MAKAPEKA ford, and not far from effecting
a ;junction with another foree.driving on the ford from the Nvi.
o Four well cu}tlvated gardens Whlch ars worked. by the
enemy ‘daily, were found by a patrol 2% miles ESE of MOSIGETT:.
On 17 Feb, movement of enemy parties was reported in this garden
_area and across the PURIATA. RIVER, 1%/2 miles to the souths -
“A patrol moving from SOVELE MISSION fo -investigate econtacted-

25 enemy in the garden area, killed one and uoundeq another. .

. An un,onfinmed native renort states that the enemy
has five Ls of C south from the MOSIGETTA-PIKEI area. The track

‘ most used crosses the river near the' mouth of’ the PURIATA RIVERs

MOSIGETTA

Enemy resistance to our move east along the MAWARAKA=
MOSIGETTA road weakened during the week and our troops are now
1000 yds beyond MOSIGETTA.

. On 12 Feb, our patrols investigating the traeks. leading
south from the MOSTEETTA road in the HOZAN area discovered one
leading into a clearing 200 yds. south of the road, containing
throp - ammunition dumps of approx 300 rounds 75mmeamunitions
Five Type 93 1and mines were found buried on the road in this
areds 1

On 12 and 13 Feb, enemy attacks were made on our
forward elements who by this time had moved 1300 yds beyond
HOZAN, and were halted only temporarilye. On 14 ¥aeb, two enemy
trucks in bad condition were found 700 yds further along the
road, and another enemy ambush encountered.

puring the night 14/15 Feb, enemy artillery fire was
directed on the areas north of the LOG BRIDGE and 1% miles
SE from there along the track, 91thout ~causing any damage or
casualties,

On 15 Feb, our troops were astride the track
junstion at MEIVO. Indications of hurried enemy withdrawals
were observed throughout the ares,and documents and equipment
of a former enemy HQ were founde After consolidation, a patrol
pushed sputh and SE for 1000 yds and contacted an unknown mumber
of enemy on high ground on the south bank of a creek. The
reméinder of the company followed the forward platoon for
approx 500 yds, where patrols east and west located a number
of collapsed old huts in three clearings, believed to be
MOSIGETTA villages

On 17 reb, our forward company cleared an estimated
10 enemy from the position on the south bank of the ereek
which was holding up our advances The enemy countereattacked, -
and is believed to have lost four killed before being beaten .
offe By the following day, a patrol had reached.and searched
the track junetion 1000 yds south of MOSIG“TTA. No enemy,
movenent was sceh.

. A patrol to the garden area 1000 yds SE of
MOSIGETTA on 18 Feb killed one of fifteen enemy encountereds

~ i R




TOKO-PURTATA

The enemy is still offering resistance to our patrols
attempting to penetrate inland to the main track from MOBIGETTA
to SOUTH BOUGAINVILLE along ‘the trails to MARIGA and DARARA. Both
these villages are on this main route.

There 13 evidence that there has been some ensmy with-
drawal along this tracke On 15 Feb, two tracks leading south
from the MOSIGETTA road, 17 miles west of MOSIGETTA, showsd
slgns of reeent uss, and a party of 4O Jeps was cbserved one mile
W of MOSIGETTA. Two bivouaes, each reeently occupied by 40/60
Japs, were also found south of the road, 100 yds west of MEIVO.

. However, an NGIB patrol moving south from a position
on the MARATOWA trail reashed the MARIGA-KONGARA villages on 15
Feb, and found no evidence of enemy occupation for the past week.

Patrols SE of TOKO cleared out two enemy ambushes along
the trall 1000 yards from TOXKO on 12 Fegb, but two days later,
contacted another enemy party estimated at 12 with an IMG, well

" dug in a further 800 yds north along the DARARA trail. Mortar fire

falled to dislodge the enemy, who was sgain engaged, this time
in estimated strength of 30 with one HMG and two LMGs, in the
same position on 15_Feb. .

L On 17 Feb, an Austrslian eompany advanced in an
outflanking move around the west side of the tracke. A party of Japs
was eontacted 1% miles east of TOKO, and in the following action
five enemy were killed and four woundeds

: A patrol to the PURIATA RIVER on 16 Feb made nho
contact, and found the track along the river showing no evidence
of recent use.

, Following an alr strike on 12 Feb on an enemy vosition
up the.MARIGA traek one mile NE of MAKAKU, our tréops advanced
up the trail but were halted by an enemy party in position 300
yds NE of MAKAKT. Our patrol returned sfter making unsuccessful
attempts at outflanking the position,

KIETA

Another apparently coe-ordinated attempt to dritve out
agn AIB patrol in the KIETA area was made duriag the week, but
like previous attempts, it was not pushed through with any
determination and ended in fiasco.

One grbup of about 50 moving towards the party Trom
PORMA was shot up and grenaded by natives on 15 Feb, beat a
hasty retreat and have not been repmorted sincee

A second party seeking to reach the party from BUIN
through. the IULUAI VALLEY was halted by friendly natives at a
trail block near KEREMONA, and despite use of a small calibre
cannon, have not been able to break through the block.

. A third ﬁarty got within a mile of the AIB patrol on
16 Feb, but so far has not ventured to attacks

Pl




CHOISEUL

Our AIB scouis report that the area the enemy has
under ‘gardens suggests that the Japs are in greater strength
that is at present presumed, or that preparation is being
made for refugees from other islands.

Six days after the cessation of PT patrols in this
sector, a barga arrived, apnarently from FAURO ISLAND.

Enemy casuelties on-BQUGAINVILLE:

A _ '~t0 18 Fgb 22 MNoy=18 Feb
Killed : 10696 806

B , 12 22
Wounded (= 390
From uncoanfirmed sources:

Killed () 153

' (x) to figures-available prior-to-22 Nov

YIDE BAY

" Qur troops have now reached and. ocmpied‘“ﬁMPL‘mI.
An—eatimatec‘l. 20 enemy fired on our forwsrd troops south of the
"PLTN on 12 Feb, but otherwise there was no enemy opposition -tq
thie new advanne. Enemy contacts, however, are now being made by
patrols operating around this nosition, the largest being on 17
Feb when 25 enemy were killed in an encounter in the headwaters
of GOGBULU CREEK, one mile NW of KALAT PLTH.

. ... . OPE¥ BAY

The enemy continues to be active around our OPEN

BAY positions, but has ndt succeeded in halting.our advance. His
most determined offensive activity was on 17 Feb, when three
attacks by '30/50 Japs were repulsed by our forward company,
which is now estoblished two miles NE of MAVELO.

NEVW GUINEA
DANMAP RIVER

The enemy ie resisting stubbornly in the ABAU ares,
and contacts contirue to be made, particularly tc the east of
ABAF and around our now conrnl.ldated positions on HAMBUT HILl.
Aerial observers report a considerable increase in enemy
activity east in the coastal areas and along the ANUMB RIVER.

' Reports cont:.nue to be received of sizeable parties
of enemy in the area SW of ABOAMA, The largest was”a party of

80/100 sighted at WAHIGA, three miles SW of ABOAMA, and reported
to be moving Si.

BALIH
As a msult of our aggressive patrols throughout -the

area, the enemy in the main is withdrawing to the south and SEe

Following the enemy withdrawal from the BALIF villages,

150 Japs were reported in vposition st MALAHUM, two miles to the SE,
. on 16 Febe
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Although MAPRIK was reported clear by natives on 17
Feb, the enemy has maintained his movement to this area, and
conventrations are reported 10 miles to the SW and in the villages
approx four miles xorth.

HANSA BAY

There has been a marked increase ln enemy activity
though no aggressive action has yet been taken by the Japanesga
Several enemy parties of up.to 50/60 have bsen encountered and
_obsgrved by our patrols throughout the area, and on 12 Feb,
one of these patrols contacied an estimated 100 well armed and
clothéd Japanese at MEMNEN. Our troops killed eleven enemy,
including a captain, before withdrawing to NUBIAe

* {b)_SEA ~ ENEMY

Sightings of enemy -argss in the NW area further
confirm the existence of barge traffioc in the GENGA~SORAKENw,
TATOF area mentioned.in. doecuments recently .esptured in the
TSIMBA area. )

On 13 Feb, three Type "A" barges were observed and
attacked by aireraft-on the north coast of SORAKEN PLIN. Al
three were destroyed or rendered unserviceable. Another 16 £t
barge was strafed in the same arsa on 18 Jan. .

. . A probable Type "F" barge was sunk by aircraft four
miles SW of TAIOF IS on 12 Febs It is known that a barge from
TATQF IS visited SAPOSA IS during the night 15/16 Feb.

Following the cessation of PT boat patrals-in ths _
CHOISEUL area, the enemy is agein operating barges in this.sactora
One craft arrived at CHOISEUL, appfrently from FAURO IS, slx
days after the last PT patrol. ! '

i_'_‘(c)_A]':R - oW

BOUGATNVILLE

Ground troops were supported on 17 occasions by
Corsalirs during the period under reviews .

Lo In SW BOUGAIXVILLE enemy positions were hit at HIRU
HIRU on 12 and 18 Febe An enemy ambush at MABIS was successfully
attacked on 12 Feb and later occupied by our forces, Huts ahd
enemy positions were well covered a% PIKEL on 16 and 17 Feb, a
position 1100 yds SW of MOSIGETTA on 12 Feb and the PURIATA RIVER
crossirng 877503 on 13 Feb. Track strafing and bombipg in advance
of our troops west of MOSIGETTA was successfully ecarried out on
12 and 13 Febe

In an area 8 miles south of KIETA Jap eoncentrations were
bombed at CHIPURO on 12 Feb and at SIPURU on 15 Feb at the request
of AIB. .

- On the NW coastal sector huts and supply areas were
bombed at 269583 in the vicinity o? KUNAMATORO where an
ammmanition dump was desityogde Accurate bombing and strafing attacks
were carried out asgeinst the enemy defensive positions on DOWNS HILL
on 13, 1L and 18 Fgbe.

'
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One barge was destroyed and two rendered unserviceable
north of SORAKEN Peninsula: and a gun position SW of SORAKEN
PLTN wes bombzsd with unobsarved resulis.

Ta¥/R aireraft led in the Gorsairs on 10 of the strikes.

L

In addition to the above, Corsalr raids were made on
SORAKEN PLTN, PORPORAN ISLAND, and HARI (2) where -target areas
were well covereds. KINDAI was attacked on three occasions -
only minor demage being caused by the first and second attacks.
A good coverasge was obtained by the third raid. Xcdium bombers
from GREEN ISLAND attacked targets at MAIKTI and BAWIU BAY,
Daetalled results were not obgarved.

Pas/R aircraft indicated the target in 5 of these
strikese-

-

Patrol airceralft senk a zanoe off PORTON PLIN, an F
Type barge south of TAIGF ISLANWD and a rowing boat in MATCHIN
BAY. Water craft were strafed and hit at ASIE ISLAND, LAHIAI,
TEOP BAY, JUPIMOL ISLAND and RATSOA Jetty.

-NEW JRELAND

Pressure vas msointained on encmy installations
in the KAVIEIG area by medium bombers and daily Corsalir patrols.
Medium bombers made 3 attacks on the airstrip area and
buildings in the fownsikip durinz the week,

On b days a total. of I;6 Mitchells strafed huts in the
coastal area from KAUT BAY to KOKA PLTN and from BATLUS
PLTN to CAPE LEMERIS.

The bridge a% BAIUS PLTH was destroyed and the roads in
the samg locallty cratered on succesbive dayBe

Bivouac areas and huts were bombed at NORTH CAPE,
LEBRECHTSHOF, MONGAI BAY, MEDINA PLTN, XARKAF, KIMIDAN, NAMATANAT,
LéMERHEWEI, ROLAND YOUNG PLTHM, BAUDISSTH ISLAND ond MAYTE
ISLAND.. |

NEW BRITATN

Eeavy and medium bombars égain concentratod on
VUNAKAIAU hitting the area on L} occasionse TOBERA was raided 3
times and LAKUNMAT twice by these aircrdts

The MP park at RABAUL, supply arszas at KErRAVAT and
bivouac areas at TOVAKUNDUM PLTN, WIDE BAY KERAVIA BAY,
WANGARAMUT, - IIRAXKAKAUL CREZK and RAVALUE vv&ra bombed.

Patrol sircrafi deasroyed 3 and damaged 8 MT and killed
1 Jape- at RABAUL. Seven Jape were killed at UTUAN ISLAND.

NEW GUINEA

Heavy bombers continusd to hit targets at WEWAK,
BORAM and KAIRTIRU ISLAND. Beauforts gove tneir support to our
ground forees in the DANMAP RIVER and BALI¥ sectorss In the
DANMAP RIVER area encmy positions at NAMBUT HILL: were attacked
on thrae occasions. :
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1, ENEMY 00B - LAND

PIATERAPATA AREA

Documents ecspturedmnear SMITH'S HILL on 13 Feb L5
eonfirm that since our capture of PRARL RIDGE, reinforcements
have moved to forward area north of our positions.

. The area NEW VIVIE - SMITH'S HILL - WBARNE'S HILL
end the NUMA NUMA. trall is-under-the~control of 2 Bn 81 Inf
Regty commandednow by Maj MIWA, who has apparently succeeded.
Capt NAMIMATSU. There are indications from a rough sketch mep
that the bulk of 2 Bn has moved forward from Base Point 1,

The bulk of 8l Inf Regt Gun Coy which had a

-strength of 30 men on 2} Jan, arrived at HEWRY'S HILL sbout 19

Jane This-coincides with the native rePort of 19 Jan t 33
Japanese with one gun arrived at HENRY'S HILL. Ths gun %as,
stated to be on the southern-slopes—af HENRY'S HILL. This &Gun
Coy, however, appears to be operating in an infantry-role amj\
has HQ and 1 Pl based at HEWRY'S HILL and 2 Pl on the north-
south ridge near OLD VIVIE. 4\,

81 Inf-Regt Tk A Coy is undser command of 2 Bn and oi:

" 18 Jan was loceted at Base Point 1 engaged on transportation

dutliee.slong the NUMA NUK) trail.
7 Coy 8l Inf Regt ar in the forward area

. before 1l Jan and appeans--to-heve a pletaon on SHITHYS HILL. end

a platoon near MAPIA.

' The strength in the 2 Bn area from Base Point 1
forward _is-esiimated &t 250.

. The native report that IBU was occupied in-strength
on 16 Feb is probsble confizmation of 3 Bn 81 Inf Regt in the
TOKUA - IBU - SISIVIE area. Tne boundary between 2 and -3 Bns >
is believed to be the unnamed river (from junction at 654193

.- through 650182 - ref maps 1 : 25000 series) and the WAKUNAT

Rivers

EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY

. The last review of the Enemy 00B in this area was
given in Swmary Ne 9 on 21 Jan L45.

At that time 2 Bn 13 Inf Regt/were holding the

' MOSINA - NIGITAN - KUPON area and 3 Bn 13 Inf Regt with 2 Bty

6 Pd Arty Regt had just been transferred to the vieinity of
MAKATOWA. .

Elements of 2 Bn were at KEREKOPA, 1 Bn Wagon Lines
6 Fd Arty Regt comprised the sorry RABERE Garrison Unit ang 1
Bty 6 Fd Arty Regt was disposed between TOKINOTU and TOKO.

The main strength of the regimental group was in the
MOSIGETTA - PIKEI area with 13 Inf Regt HQ moving west towards
MAXATOWA to take command of the defence sgainst what the Japanes
realised almost too late was their greatest thrcat.

€

]

and 3 Bty 6 Fd Arty Regt ]
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. The KEREKOPA Guard Unit was withdrawn and on 22 Jan
reinferced 2 Bn 13 Inf Regt, making the total strength of the

_battalion 57. The diary of a member of 2 Bn explains that the

annihilative attacks this battalion.was to have made were not
carried out "due to the lack of enemy informstion." '

On 8 Feb, 2 Bn was ordered to withdraw to MORENO
(HEMDAT Area) with 5 and 7 Coys on the TAVERA River and 6 and 8

_ Coys at NIGITAN covering the withdrawal. A platoon of 6 Fd Ariy

Regt was near KUPON, and 2 MG Coy and 2 Bn Gun Pl were on
SECRET TRACK, .

After a raid by our troops at WARAPA on 11 Feb
2 Bn made off smartly south and has not been contaeted sinece.

The RABERE Garrison Unit, after its unhappy
encounter with a2 commando patrol on 27 Jan, has apparently
withdrawn to PIKEI,.

On the MAWARAKA ~ MOSIGETTA road 13 Inf Regt Gun
Coy and part of 6 Tpt Regt are believed to have moved up behind
3 Bn and.2 Bty 6 Fd Arty Regie According to a8 PW 30 men of the
Arty By were acting as infantry and the remaining 10 were manaing
three 75 mm guns.

On 31 Jan Regt HQ was to withdraw to HOZAM,.wvhere
the Adjutant in a letier to Col MUDA suggested it would be a good
idea to zend two or threes men to construct shelters and -
entrenchments,

By 5 Feb the local commander in the MAKATGVA area,
who had disposed his main strength astride the road, was showing
concern over our eghcireling movements and wrote o tol 1UDA for
advicas Col MUDA instructed him to decrease hkis strengith in the
centre and add to that of the flanks, at the some time exscuting
secret reconnaissances to determine the direetion of advance.

This plen apparently enabled our troops to advance
more gquickly along the axis of the road and within three days
were well on the way to HOZAN with the answer to Col MUDA's
guery. On 15 Feb a PW gave an estimate of 300 Japanese in front
of our forwvard troops on the MOSIGETTA roads

Contact -with the enemy during the psst Tew days
has been light, and main concenirations of enemy now appear to
be at PIKEI - MAKAPEKA, BARARA area, TOKINOTU and possibly
alongthe road leadirg S frum MOSIGETTA.

The boundary between 13 and 23 Inf Regts is the
HONGORAI River. There have been no indicationsd thearival
of reinforcemnnts from 23 Inf Regt area. One PW beglieves that
none will come,

The first documentary evidence of the strength of
an infantry component of 13 Inf Regt was received in documents
captured at WARAPA on 13 Feb, These show the strength of 2 Bn
on 23 Jan to be 57, and after deducting casualties its present
strength is estimated to be 35 It appsars that former PW
estimates of the strength of infantry elements in this arsa
havabeen high and accordingly a similar reduction in strength
has been made for 3 Bn. The current estimate of enemy strength
west of the HONGORAI River is 800,
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5. BQUIPIENT.

CONVERTED ATRCRAFT MGs

Two mircraft MGs captured in the EAKATONA arsa
revealed that the.enemy is again converting weapons” from damaged
or unserviceable aircraft to ground use. .

The MGs_were one Browning 7.7mm aircooled belt fed..
fixed aircraft MG and one Lewis type 7.7mm aircooled drum fed
flexible aircraft MG. S

The improvised bipod of the Browning MG was of
two roughly wrought iron splkes approximotely fifteen innhes -
long bolted to the forward mounting lug. The trigger .cable
7Es replaccd by a simple link system on the{left side of the
gun« A twelve inch iron spike, resembling a;crank handle,
was itted in the rear mounting tug snd connected to the link
cystem to form thetriggers To Pire the gun.the crank handle
trigger required a turn of approximately 60 degreess Shoulder
control was provided by the addition of a curved length-of
ﬂroaﬂht iron, six inches in length and two inches wides

‘ne- conversion of the Lewls consisted of the
addition of a ground rest of rough sawn packing case board
iourbeen inchezs long three inches wide bolted fto the forward

cmounting lug, uresumably to be used as a monopod,. leaving two

hands f#ee to hold tha weapon by the pistol grip and rear hand
grip as no attemnt nad besn made to provide shouldesr control.

rrevious evidence of such wsapons was at EADANG
in Jun Ll wvhen our trsops recovered two Lewis tyve gireraft .
7o 7om-4Gs converted to ground use by the addition of bipod legs
and snh improvised wooden butt.

-Both weapons, which were in serﬂ.ceabla condltlon, _
Tire 7.7mm SAA smymmnition. The conversion carried out was '
rough aid amateurish, giving very little conirol, especially
when engaging moving targets. - .

]

‘Due to the loss of HMGs and LilGs in past and preseni
Jgarations the -enemy will probably be forced through lack of
annle replaceménts to use more of these salvagad aircraft i
WCLLS. . --:
]

'JﬂPﬁNPSF BOOBY TRAPS AND THCOENDIARIES

ﬁttached as fopendix "AY. are skebches and diagroms
“howvnv pnnhy trans and incendiary devicess
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"9, GENERAT,

RECESSION OF JAP ATR LINE

An indiecastion of the vastness-of~the retreat of the
enemy's air line durin; 194y is depicted in Appvendix 'B' attached.
Shrinkage towards the unrlmeter of the inner Empire thloc has

.t sovered hundreds of thousands of square miles within the years

(First Aust Army Weekly Intelligence Summary Ho 143)
APANESE I, OF IVIE AR '

A coptured Op Order dated 14 Jan is ued by 2 Bn 81 Inf
Regt ordered the reconnaissance of what is believed to be the araa
UPPER. WAKUNAL RIVER - TOKU: = SISIVIE. The revennglssance patrol

was to pay special attention to the possibility of constretiting
an MT roads

Native reports in carly Jan,statad -that the enemy Wa1
using MT for approximatzsly 9000-yerds along the WAKUNATL RIVER
from its mouth, and betwsen 11 and 1l Jan sounds- of‘enginaﬁ‘%srq
heard in the area. & patrol to the VIVIE area on 6 Jan had also
heard the sound of engines.

;;' : However, investigation of the road IBU -BURITSIOTORARA J
L on 19 Jan revealed no trace of wheeled traffie, ond the natives L
T considered that the sound of engines heard w88 not caused by KT.
B .
,r} A further native report on 17 Jan stated that the enemy

' favoured the track along the WAKUNAT RIVER as a & of Ce

. It is evident therefore that the encmy--ls shewing.
. consliderable interest in the possibility of an MT road by which he
. ecan shorten the carrying distence to his forward troops ab
S3ISIVIE = IBU and north of PEARL RIDGE, and that the DOS»lbllltxhek
of. construction work on the road being already.under way cannot
overlookeds

PART IIT
TOPOGRAPHI GAT,

Miashad as Annendix 'G! are additions to place names and tonogranhical\
jnformat‘on on BOUqALﬂVIELB ISTAND,

l
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QOOBY TRAPS AND INCENDIARIES

Part 2
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DIAGRAH fio 1

Sl e e e

BOOK

B00BY TRAP USIIG A

Expla.nation t-

Batteries.

Coppsr wire
Initiator

Powder

DIAGRAY Ho 2

Principally used for incendiary

%" offect; however, it can be used for
2 other purposes.

Patterned after a book. tay

be cancuflaged as a book=cover as
ﬁ"ﬁlé‘gﬁﬁgm illustrated above, or the nechanisn
- nay be canouflagzed in a book which
has been cut out for that purpose.

The powder used differs accorde

ingz to the purpose.

. BOOBY TRAP USING A STRAW DUITY

i'ails or cut
ifo 8 wire

Explos;'.ve
=~ charge

in each

/0

Anchor

Ground

/s

Explodes when the

durray i__s pulled out,

\ L/ﬁ‘"ur hend grenades/ \ 7/

_Egcplanati‘p__r_z. 3~

When the sword is withdrawn
the cord is pulled, and the
resulting a::plosion disp erses the

nailg (or Lo 8 wire) in all
directiong,.




DIAGH No 3

INGESDIANY LOTTLE

Pl
Cross section of .
T . cork sbonper with A
. {" * . Sulfuric the inner portion ST
] - Acid cut out P
- |- P
; " Gesoline or TS
: ' Aerosene e
S AR
[ Rubber sack ————=77 1 -
7.5 aizture of .
potassiua s
chlorzte znd I \ M
lactose i"-.. : \\"\_'- ‘._..
. SRS
/] 1
€ . T : |
Gzsoliae or kergsene e .
Sulfurie acid e
Exhlanation:
: In starting a2 fire it is attached %o objects in an inverted
S position @s shown in the left drewing, After 10 %o 20 hours the
flgi sulfuric acid in the lower portion soaksg throuzh the rubbder szck and

contacts and ignites the compound within the szck, The gesoline
{or kerosene) aids the fire and helps to s>read it.

L when a longer delay is required, adhssive tzpe will De
. substituted fgz the rubber sazck.

DILGRAL No &

"

; S sEnInin ] INCESDIARY CELLULOZD
O 3J0 § TOOTHBRUSE CASE
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LT The princisle of - }
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Glass bottle
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APPENDIX “C" TO

HQ 2 AUST CORPS
WEEKLY INTELLIGENCE
SUMEARY No 13.

TOPOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
Refmaps: BOUGAINVILLE 1 Inch to 1 Mile Series.
1:25,000 Series.
ADDITION TO PLACE NAMES
DOWN's Ridge - .BANIU 1" Sheet, mapref 269569.

TRACK INFORMATION
£ KOWaRO 1:25,0

A well worn track varying from 2 to 5 feet in
width runs from 688170 to 685166. -

Refmap KIETA_1°

‘From 264938 to 330871 there is a track well
defined and well worn

LOTUPENA Pt-PURTATA R 1"

The road from beachhead to SOUTH HUPaAILl River at
831605 is now negotiable to oneway 3 ton traffic.

Refmap_ NONOITU 1:25.000

Track junction at 010404 shows evidence of being
used by wheeled vehieles.

RIVER CROSSINGS
Bridge inform=tion KIETA area to 18 Feb 45:

Befmap KIETA 1"
¥apref Width Length Particulars
273919 "mgeryiceable - detour either side.

287918 10 ft 25 £t Servicesble - wooden construction.

204903 12 ft 40 £t Log construction - serviceable
for foot traffic.

297896 Unserviceable.

207886 10 ft Wooden, servicesble.

297885 10 ft 20 £t %ooden, serviceable.

303879 10 £t 3¢ T Servicesble.

311874 10 £t 20 ft  Wooden, serviceable.

313874 10 ft 30 % Serv1ceable for foot traffic.

320876 10 ft 25 ft  Wooden, serviceable.

"324872 10 ft 35 £t  Wooden, servicesble.

Befmap TAIOF Iglend 1"
241657 < Narrow footbridge.



Befnen ATTARA 3"

022403 - Plank constructed bridge 20 x 8 ft. Service- _
able for light MT,. '

131333 -~ Inverted truck chassis forming a ford.
Befmap KARA 1
085454 -~ Plank constructed bridge approximately 15 x 8 ft.

GENERAL
M“
Jetties at 263940 and 264938 are in good conditioen.

Refmgp BUKA Igland 1"

Jetty at 020075 is S0 yards long by 4 yards wide,
of sarth and stone construetion and in serviceable condition.

Jetties at 017107 and 027148 are unservicesable.
Tac R reports an observation tower st 024152,

" Two stone jetties at 054017 are approximately
30. yards long; both serviceable.

Refmap KOWARO 1:25,000
‘ A dropping ground is being cleared at 673114.
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SURVEY OF SIGNTFICANT EVENTS

SOUTH BOUGAINVIILE

From Tac/R, native reports and statements of prisoners
of war it appears the enemy are preparing to make thelr next
co-ordinated stand on the HONGORAI River.

No further indications of the falrly large parties of
13 Inf Reg® Japs, numbering between 40 and 60 who were near
MOSIGETTA a fortnight ago were found during the week. Only
small isolated parties remain to be hunted down to clear all
the territory NY of the PURIATA River.

Some clue to the whereshouts of the remnants of 13
Inf Regt is givaen by navive reports that shout 100 Japs .
arrivedin the TAT TAI area from MOSIGETTA sbout early January,
and considerable numbers of Japs left the MOSIGETTA area about
12 Feb Pfor MONOITU. This information, coupled with the
absence of any reports of Japanese concentrations between the
PURIATA and west bank of the HONGORAI River, with the
exception of a few transport personnel at HIRUHIRU may mean
the defeated and disorganised 13 Inf Regt has sbandoned any
intention to defend the remainder of i{s area of responsibllity.
The HONGORAI River 1s the boundary between 13 Inf Regt and 23
Inf Regt, and £or the rest of our progress to the HONGORAT it
is orobable that 13 Regt will be zepable of deploying only
small delaying parties.

Reports of enemy czoncentrations in TAITAI area and to
the wast and SW are of long standing, so it secems certain
that the defensive preparations on the HONGORAI are being
undertaken by 23 Regt.

Knowledge of the Order of 3attle of 23 Regt is very
sketshy, but some idea of their dispositions for the task of
keeping our troops out of the BUIN area can be gleaned from
native reports. These plaze parties of Japs dug in slons the
west bank of the HONGORAI at CIROI which is aboubt 35 miles NE
of the RUMIKI ford. From CIROI to the RUMIKI ford there
are numbers of small ridges running NF and SW, aoffording
better defensive possibilities that tha flat country SW of
RUMIKT.

More Jops reported at SINANAI, others, probably 1 Bn
of 6 Fd Arty Regt at the RUMIKI ford, and further partiss on
a roughly nurth and south line betweesn RUMIKT ford and
MAMAGATA at the mouth of the HARI River.

Those parties scresn the large and frultful gabden
areas 9 TAITAT and KONOITU, which are in full produce, and
essential for the sustenance o2f the bulk of the Regt.

Largest concentrations are reported from KAPAMNA,
MONOITU, UNUNAT and RUNAL and along the main east west road
between RUNAI and the MIBC River, with Regt HQ probably at
RUSETI>
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PART I
 OPERATIONS ..
(a) LAYD = OWN AND EWEMY SRR
BUKA % -

On 19 Feb, a police boy canoe patrol returned Xrom an
inveatigation of the islands off the south end SW coast of BUKA.
This patrol reported- that the SW coast of BUKA is only lightly
held, and that the only Japanese on PETATS, MATSURGAN and
MADEHAS ISLANDS were single sentries on eachs

A patrol was then sent to PETATS ISLAND, returning on
21 Feb with the captured enemy sentry and some dooumentse Three
hundred and seventy six natives were later evacuated by ‘barge.
Four enemy who visited the island during the eVacuation were

killed by our iroops.
‘ IMORTH—WEST BOUGAINVILLE

On 20 Feb, our forece which had advaneed up ‘the east bank
of the GILMAN RIVER in an attempt to get behind the enemy holding
up our .troops south of the GILMAN RIVER mouth remched the coast
400 yds north of the river.

Enemy resistance on the sand spit south of the river
mouth ceased on 21 Fab, and investigation. showed:@the: :areg _to be
clear, The ensmy had apparently evacuated his- -positicfis guring
the previous night. B

. In the afternoon, our troopa crossed the rivar -and
moved up to Jjoln the company perimeter J00 yds north set up the
previoua day by tha force which had moved up the CILMAJ RIV“R

- There has as yet benn no enemy reaction to this new ‘
advance, though active digging and chopping 200 yds to the north
suggests that the enemy is.proparing to make another stand there.

Patrols from this perimeter have had several
engagements, the largest being on 23 Feb when a strong ensmy.
pogtgion was encounteréd’ 300 yda to the NE, forcing our patrol to
e n-"

In the inland sector, our troops now control DOWNS -
HILL. On 19 Feb, high ground NE of the objective was captured,

- and operations commsnced 8% to the main enhemy poeitions,’

.Fighting was continued throughout the day, snd by 20 Feb, the

major portion of DOWNS HILL had been occupled. The ensmy

g;ugﬁariattadkad the following morning, but was repulsed with
0 kKilled.

Small enamy pockets are econtinuing to harass our

consalidation of the area,.and several sharp clashes have
been reported by local pa%rols forward and east of this position..

' 4A third forece is moving, .80 far without opposition,
along the trail to LALUM, and was last reported in position on ths
track 1200 yds east of the mouth of the GILMAN RIVER.
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. trall, approx,eight miles from the coast) there are 20 J

- an atiack approx 200 yds north of the PIRRI road, in which six

- That coy now. holds 700 yds of the track east of PIKEI.

-.convarged on MOSIGEITA from the nopth and NW, our troops have

—2- ) - - s.

The snemy continuss- tammaka~eonaintsutduwr
use of his artillerye Our own artillery and mortsrs have given
active -support to our 0perations.

PEARL RIDGE

Enenmy positiong north of PEARL  RIDGE, parti.ularly on
- SMITH'S HILL, have ggain been continually hammered by our artillary
and mortars,

Tong-range patrols are being maintained forward of
PEARL RIDGE and several more contacts have been mace. TwWo gnemy
were killed when our troops clashed with an enemy party using a
Jukl’ M¢ in the area approximately one mile SSE of SISIVIE. N

Enemy movement was again heard forward of ARTY HILEL
.on nidht of 21/22 Febe

According to two Kanakas from MAPIARO (on NUMA NUMQ
a

the area one mile to the NE of LAPIARQs They statied tha Pine\in
NUMA NUMA was finished, and the Japanese. were fishing with
_ grenades. _ \

MOSIGETTA-PIKEI ~MARIGA

Following the junction of our two Forces which

besn engsged 1n olearing the area south and SE from MOSIGHTTA
of any small- shemy parties.

: ‘At the same time snother foreg nushing SwW down the tralz
reached MARIGA.

In clearance of the garden areas SE of MOSIGETTA
towards PIKEI the-largest enemy party encountared was 20, ﬂug-in
1000 yds SE of MOSIGETTAe '

On 21 Feb, one company left the MOSIGETTA araa t0 move
88 through the garden area to the road to PIKEI, After repulsing

of the 13 snemy engaged were killed, thes company moved o and
reached the road 1500 yds west of PIKEI on 22 Fsbs Subsaquent.
patrola nerth from this new position made no. contaets,..

. Next day two platoons moved approx 700 yds east alnng
the roed to PIKET and-set up a base there. Patrols north aend south .
from this point to a dlistance of 1500 yds sighted no enemy, and

on 24 Feb, the move eaat was resumed.

By next day, our forward coy had moved through.PIKEI
whera an evacuated enemy hospitasl econsisting of 15 huts was found.

Operations from the mein track junction.l000 yds south
of MOSIGETTA were directed on the east to the clearing of the area.
belcw the PIKEI road, and to ths §W along the track to MARIGA,

On 23 Fgh, the forward company in our advence towards MARIGA
penetra ed 1500 yds SW from the track junctions

. '0n 21 Feb, one company left the MOSIGEITA area and in
g wide movement west and then south, struck the MARIGA track 3000
yds south of MOSIGETTA, without any enemy lnterferenees '
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Two enemy attaeks against the gompany perimeter set wp
in this position were beaten off during thes night 21/22 Feb,
and another on the following morninge

From here one pl moved to the NE to link up with
our other force moving down the track and approx one mile distant,
while other patrols continued the move SW to MARIGA which
showed signs of recent occupsation.

NGIB patrols from bases in the HOZAN area are
operating in the aress to the SW, south and 8B. On 23 Feb,
no enemy were sighted by any patrol to distances up to 2%
miles from bases

PURTATA RIVER

Our troops have continusd the advance SW down the
PURIATA RIVER past recently- evacuated enemy defensive positions
and gardens, and now control the MAKAPEKA forde They have
gighted very few enemy.

After patrols west along the north bank of the
PURIATA RIVER for a distanee of avprox five miles from our
base on the upper reaches had reported the area clear, the
force HQ for the area was meved downstream and set up 24,00 yds
NE of MAKAPEKA. : .

On 22 Feb, a patrol found several tracks aeross the -
PURTATA RIVER in the MAKAPEKA argae. An enemy party armed with
HMG and rifles was encountered in the vieinlty of one of these
eressings during the day and three of the enemy were killed in
the engagements Ambushes were set at these crossings the
following day. :

A patrol from our new base to a point 1500 yas i
south on 22 Feb and another a further threec miles downstream,
made no contact.

A third patrol moving north reashed the track running
through PIKEI at a point 1200 yds east of that village, thus
almost effecting a junction between the troops on the
DURIATA RIVER and those moving along the track through PIKET
from the NW. The patrol returned without sighting any enemye

TORO

Operations of our forces in thls area have been
directed NE towards DARARA, and after overcoming enemy
rgsistancse at several poin%u along the trall, DARARA was
finally occupied on 23 Feb.

: On 19 Feb, one company advanced to the traek
Junction on the west bank of the PURIATA RIVER, 2000 yds ESE
of MABIS, then moved norih %o reach the DARARA track, 2500
yds from DARARA. In continuing the move NE along the trail
tovards DARARA, enemy resistance was encountered in two
places approx 200 yds apart, on 22 pnd 23 Feb.

Burirg the first engagement, 17 new packs were
observed which might possibly indicate fresh troops in the
aregs In the second clash, MMGs, mortars and 2 pr Tk A guns
assisted our troops to clear the positions Four enemy were
killed and one woundeds. Ohe pleatoon then moved forward and
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. cleared DARARA, an unknown numbzr of enemy retirilghefomg our*

troopS. The eompany moved forward and consolidated tli2 position
during the afternoon of 22 Feb., :

- The occupation of DARARA advances our forward position
. along +the mein track into-SOUTH BOUGATRVIILE a further two miles
and opens the way for a link up between our troops in thie sector
and these from the north which have now reached MARIGA.

KIETA _
" on19 Feb an enemny. porty under command of & Colonmel
was reported by an AIB patrol to be building a labge camp in
‘the area 4% miles SE of ORALI. However, on 21 Feb, these Jepanesa .
moved south to MOAU, west to MERIDAU and thence north to ORAMI,
where they were reinforced from hORONI. Four of these reinforce=
ments were killed and two wounded by the natives during movemsnt
. £from MORONI to ORAMI, and at ORAMI another two were later shot
by ong. of our scoutse. The enemy party 15 now- camped on the old
village site of ORALT.

- NORTH-WEST BOUGAIFVILLE

5 On 23 Feb, enemy troops movgd back to TEOP ISIAND,
from: whence they had been bombed out approx two months agoe
Asrial photographs show & possible fishing net around the
coastline, and this may be the reason for the enemy'!s interest
1n the is and. It 15 known that fish’ are gbundant in that areds

ERR According to a native rﬂport of low grading a
submarine landed stores and equipment at TINPUZS HARBOUR about 16
or 17 Febe- Some days later netives saw new boxes an@ stores on
the beache

" ENEMY CASUATTIES ON BOUGATNVILLE:

_ o to 25 Feh 22Nov~25 Feb
Killeéa S - 10801 911

SRR - S . 12 2k

. Viounded . . . . S - (x 168
From unconfirmed sourcea.

Xilled (x) 405

(x) Mo figures availsble prior to 22 Nov

NEN BRITALN
WLDE BAY

: Continuing the move north: from the rscently occupied
KALAL PLANTATION our forces have occupied RILE in strength, with
forward elementa esteblished at LAMARTEN. Enemy opposition
continues to be confined to miner patrol engagements.

. Patrols from our forward base have reached ths MAVELO
RIVER, .one on 21 Feb crossing it at the mouth and moving
upstraam for a short distance. No enemy have been enecountered,

All indicatlons areg: tnat the enemy has withdrawn to thse
WAYTAVALO area where he 1s belisved to be in sitrength and possibly
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preparing to make a stand along the HENRY REID RIVER.
Australian artillery fire ia now being directed into this aress

OPEN_BAY

Patrolling north, east and south from our forward
bases on the SAI RIVER has sonstituted the week's activity in :
this seetor, Patrols inland along the SAT RIVER to a distance of i
10 miles ‘found abandoned enemy bivouacs, but made no contactse
The major engagement for ths week occurrsd on 23 Feb in the area
apptox 4 miles NE of the mouth of the SAI RIVER, where one of
ouihpatrols was attacked by an ¢Btimated 50 Japs and forced to
withdran, ' '

NEW GUINEA
DANMAP RIVER

Tremove eastward along the coastal track towards
the ANLMB RIVER has been resumed, aend on 21 Feb our troops
had reached BALAM CREFK, within fwo miles of the ANUKB RIVER,
where floods are making movement difficult in the voastal areas
Near ROCKY CLIFF, approx two miles sast of ABAU, a large ammunition
dump containing 17 unservicesble vehicles, a 75 mm gun and a
nunber of Mis, was found. ' :

Patrols from/BOAMA to the south and SE made no contacts.
The Japs were reporfed in the NAGIPEM villages on.17 Feb, but
were found to have left when our troops moved to the area
on 21 Feb-_

BALIF .
The only large and effeetive enemy parties now
remaining in the area are in ths villages south of BALIF,.

Widespread patrolling elsewhere has eneounterad only scattered
resistanee, ’

On 20 Feb, our troops ocoupied MILAK, approx three
miles NW of MAPRIK. Acoording .to previous native reports, ths
Japs are .in the villages -between MILAK and.MAPRIK, though
MAPRIK itself is clear. This move plases our two forward
bases within four miles west and NW of MAPRIK.

HANSA BAY

Lithle asoctivity has been reported from this ares,
end there has been no continuation of the inecreased cnemy
movement of the previous weeke

A patrol moving to our outpost at MEL(1l) killed two
Japs and six armed Kanakaes in & canoe on the RAMU RIVER, 10
miles south of the mouth, on 23 Feb.
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BOUG. IILE

Ths main weight of attacks during tha period under
review was concentrated upon targets slong the Jap Ls of C removed
from the irmediate vicinity of ground fighting,

A Pac/R earried out at the request of this headquarters
and interpretation of airphntos led to arsas of cnemy activiily
& mile BW of TAI TAI being attaoksd by 28 Cormairs on 21 Feb, by
a similar mmber on 22 Feb and by 20 Corsairs on 25 Fegb. Tac/R
aireraft led in the strikes of 21 and 25 Febe

Al raids were most successfuls. The strike on 21 Feb
resulted in the destruction of many huts and two dumps. Twenty
Japs observed running from the srea were bombed. In addition
the opening up of the dense undergrowth by the bombs revealcd
further hut concentrationse

Demage eaused on 22 Feb was unobserved frum tie air
due to dust and smokee A report from AIB sources states that
mobile gun was deatroyed and 30 Jeps killed. ’

During the attaeck on 25 Feb, Tas/R aireraft directesd thes
bombinz by the Corsalrss The resuits obsarved were five huts
destroyed, five badly damaged, one sedan or scout car flattened
and one damaged, four trucks badly damaged, one burnt and three
accurately strafeds Petrol stores were exploded and at least
five Japs were killed in a MT parke

Three strikes were made on seleoted sections of encmy
base installations in the MUGUATI - MAIEA area. On 22 Feb six
Mitchells and eight Venturas from GREEN ISLAND hit a hut
concentration indicated to them by two PIVA Corsairs, destroying
meny huts and demaging others. On 23 Feb, 13 Corsairs attacked a
group of 10/12 large huts 30' x 90', presumably warehouses,
destroying six and damaging four. 21 Corsairs on 24 Feb finished
the Job commenced the previous daye.

GREZN based medium bombers attaeked installations at
MAIKT on 20 Feb and an area of astivity along the east west
track 1 mile NW of RUNAI on 2l Fcbe Suspeeted enemy ftroop .
concentrations at the oross roads 1 mile east of KORIU were hit
by 8 Corsairs on 19 Feb. On 20 Feb L Corsairs were scrambled
following a report of barge sightings in the SORAKEN area, 2
barges were destroyed and 1 rendered unserviceablee

8 strikes were earried out in support of ground troops.
In 8SW BOUGAINVILLE bivouac areas 1 mile 8B of KIA RAE and a
suspected Bn HQ 1 mile SW of KIA RAE were attasked oh 20 Feb.
Ground patrols later regorted 7 huts destroyed by the attesek on
the suspected HQ.

Garden areas south of the PURIATA RIVER werc attaekecd
by bombing and strefing on 23, 24 and 25 Feb, These attacks will

_ be continued with the object of dissueding the natives from

working gnrdens for the Japs, partial destructlon of crops
ready for harvest and to deny the produce to the ecnemy forward
troops.
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On the NW coastal sector DOWNS HILL and a suspeotied
zun position were hit on 19 Feb. On 23 Feb 4 Corsalrs provided

cover for our barge activity in the TAICF ISLAND - BUKA ISLAND
arat.

Enemy bivouac and dump areas were attacked at TEOP
HARBOUR at the request of AIB, Results were unobserveds

Patrols destroyed an unservicesble barge ﬁnder rgpair
at SORAKEN, 3 huts at PORORAN and 2 huts at CAPE LALAHAN.
Opportunity targets were gngaged with unobserved resuliss

NEW IRELAND

The islands of the NUSA ARCHIPELAGQ situated west of
STETTIN STRAIT at the northern extremnity of NEW IRELAND came
under heavy attack during the period under reView. Daily raids
werg made on these 1slandse

A total of 89 sorties of Mitchells, Venturas and
Corsairs pald special attention to NUSALEMON, MANE, BAUDISSEN,
NANAWAUL and GLOBIO.

Pressure was maintained on enemy installatlions in the
KAVIENG area, Mitchells and Venturas zarrying out 5 raids on the
airfields and township. On 19 Feb 22 Mitshells and 8 Venturas
and on 21 Feb 34 Mitchells and 3 Venturas were the heaviest
strikes. ‘

Two strafing runs by a.total of 17 Miichells were made
on hutted arcas from BAIUS to CAPE LEMERIS and KAUT BAY to
KOKA PLANTATION,.

Minor strikes were made against KIMADAN, NAMATANAT and
KATENDAN HANTATION.

NEW BRITAIN

Strikes weve confined to the NF area of the GAZELLE
PENINSULA. TOBERA took 2 heavy poundings by medium bombers, 26
Mitchells 8 Venturas on 17 Feb and 27 Mitchells 6 Venturas on
23 Febe

RABAUL township was visited by medium bombers on 3
occasions while minor raids were made on MATUPI ISLAND, PRAED
POINT, VULCAN CRATER, KERAVIA BAY, RALUANA, RALUM and KERAVAT
airfield. .

NEW GUINBA

Air activity was on areduced scole in the WEWAK area.
NADZAB based heavy and medium bombers hit base installations
paying most attention to BUT.

Beauforts from AITAPE supporied our around forces
with attacks on Jap troop eoncentrations and occupied villagess
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SUN GARRISON UNIT

Cconseguent upon the zapturs in recent weeks of a
number of enemy documents in the GENGA RIVER ares, it now
becomes possible to make a re-zstimate of enemy strength.
opposing our troops in the GILIMAN RIVER - DOWNS HILL aret.

In 2 Aust Cerps Weekly Inteiligence Swmary No 10 the
strengths of the SUN Garrison Unit - i.e. the forcn'now operating
to the immediate novth of the GENGA RIVER - was, artar deduction
of oasualtiea to 28 gan I}5, estimated at 90.

The documents, however, show that reinforccment by
Small partiss was effected between 18 ehg 28 Jan.

Liemenis cof various reinforcing units are as set out

belows: =
2 Bn Gun Pl 6
4 Med Arty Regt (drawn from .-
, _ SORAKEN ) 15
Tk A Coy L
38 Fd AA Bn {drawn from o
SORM{ETLI) 41
81 Inf Regt Tk Coy (dnawn
) from SIAR 15
2 Shipping Engr Regi (drawn
from TON) 35
MP Unit 5
" Maval Det (drawn from 3UKA
area) _100
221

The total strength of the Garrison.ia now therefore
estimated, as a mazimm, to be:-

Z Bn 81 Regt

2 Bn Gun Pl 6
5 Bn 81 Regt
HQ ' 19
1G Coy ' ho -
11 Coy - one PL 25
3 ¥3 Coy - part 9
3 Bn Gun Pl - part 15
Regt Tk A Coy - part 19
Regv Gun Coy - part 5
38 IMB Arty Bn - part 30
L Yed Arty Regt - part 15
38 Fd AA Bn : 41
8L Inf Regt Tk Coy -~ part 15
2 Shipping Engr Regt - part 35
MP Unit - def 5
Naval Dat 110
389
less zesualiies to
25 Feb L5 188
Total 20

BEff'ectives are estimated at 120
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The ebove reinforcements moved forward in up to six
scparate groupsy, and it is considered probablie that this system
. of reinforcement continues,

EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY

A 13 Inf -Regt Op Order of 1 Feb, 1lssued at HOLAN, shows
that the enemy's main conzern at that date was our advances slong
the MAWARAKA road and from TOKO. The enemy!s main defensive strength
was on the‘road wast of HOZAW with Yone part attaciking in the
TOZ0 area.”

The units comprising the latter foree at that date are
not £nlly knowns It was howevar composed at least of the TOKO
Guard Unit {estimated by a PW as 12 strong on 19 Feb and composed
of 6 Tpt Regt personnsl) and the MARIGA Force. Reinforcements would
be proviled tnese Torees, if regquired, from the PURIATA Garrison
and labour %iroops ~ presumably 1 Bty 6 Fd Arty and 1 and 2 Coys
6 Tpt Regt respectively. A PW plaved 1 snd 2 Coys (less a pl) 6 Tpt
Regt at TOKINGTU on 19 Feb with a combined strength of 70.

1 ¥ad Hospiisl, oruerzd on 1 Feb tu construct a secret
trazk from its avea {PIKET) to the MOSIGETT\ Ammunition Dump, later
evacuated its site of 15 huts which was located by our troops
on 2% Fgb and reporied not to have been used as a hospital for
some time.

A capturcé letter shows that HQ 1 Bn 6 Fa Arty Regt was
lecated near SINANAI and was planning to establish the Bn bivouac
srea 700 yds SW of SINAMNAT. This immlies that the main strensgth
of 1 Bn 6 Pd Arty Regt withdrew to the wesst bank of the HONGORAI
RTVER neapr SINANAI soon after 21 Fcb. The MP Unit at NIHERO was to
zvacuate about 15 Febe

Notives reported %that two enemy pariies moved from
LCSTERTTA to TAITAL - MONOITU area the first thought to be gbout
100 strong just after Christmss and the second early in Febs The
seeond party was attazked by aircrafh west of the HONGORAI RIVER
on 12 Feb. A Japanese officer told the natives that 30 had been
kiiled in the rald, but the natives believed there were many moree

The s trength of 13 Inf Regtl Group is now estimated
at 650 - a recuction due to casualties and attrition. Of these
an unknown number have probably moved east across the HONGORAI
RIVER., Sinze 21 Feb numbers of the enemy, in particular 1 Bn
6 Pa Arty Regi, appeared to be concentrating betweesn the
PURTATA and HONGORAY RIVERS, near the latter's western banke

3» IDENTTFICATIONG

JAPANESE DADGES OF RANK WORN ON CAPS .

Mppanéix 'A' shows the badges of rank worn by Japanese

on their Tield 2apse. The idsntifications were originally supplied
by & PV and were later verified in captured documents.

At least two samples of the badges illustrated have been
wsaovered - both in the 6 {Jap) Div area of SOUTH BOUGAINVILLE.
The insignis ars stommped in biaczk on white calico and worn on the
sap above the army star.

o ———
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" The wearing of these badges doegs not sppear to have
been common either among the Japanese troops on BOUGAINVILLE or
in the Japanese Army, although a prisoner from 81 Inf Regi knew
the badges. It is therefors not exclusive to 6 Div. Most of the
Japanase caps recovered to date have borne no such badges of rank,
dug either to security or lazk of badges. Moreover the Japanese
uniform is not yat completely standardised having undergone

several minor changes which have not yet been universally
adopted.

. These cap badges do not replace the more common

. red and gold collar tabs, and are bellaved to be alternative

6.

wearle

6_JAP DIV _COLOUR PATCH

, The colour pabch illustratzd below was recovered from
tvhe clothing of a dead Japaneses It was worn on the forearm of
vhe sleeve, points downe

The colour patch is red and designates 6 (Jap) Div.

Its wearing is apparently not universal in 6 Div, prcbably from
security reascns.

>

ACTUAL SIZ

EQUIPMENT

CONVERTED ATRCRAFT MGs

Correction: - References L. Frowning MG in _last wesk's
Sumary wWere incorrc:i. The MG was actually a 7.7mm Type 89

Vickers ¥G.

JAPANESE MEDIUM TANK

- Attached as Appendiz ‘B! to this Suzmary are details

ar.d a sket.h of an unidentifiezd type Japanese Medium Tank.

S, - .
\“-‘- e TV S
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JAPANESE IMPROVISED HAND GRENADE

Included as Apvendix 'C' to this Suanary aredetails and.
a sketch of a Japanese Improvised Hand Grenade.

JAPANESE MODEL 10 ROCKET LAUNCHER

Detalls and illustrations of this rocket launcher appear.
in Appendix 'D'.

ENEMY AMMUMITION

A recent test, reported in a previous Summary of Type
88 Instantancous Fuses captured in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY apea
showed that thrze oui of B8ix tested failed to detonates

Examination made during the last wesk of twelve T¥pe
88 Delay Fuses captured at MAKATOWA revealed that all fusss were
in good condition ond all deftonators functioned. The metal of

these fuses was bright and the component parts free from corrosion,

Pour Type 89 50mm Grenade Discharger shells captured at
TSIMBA, manufactured in 1942, were externally completely free
of corrosion and appearsd to be in excellent condition.

The yide divergenee in the condition of enemy ammunition
is probably due to the fact that some ammunition has been held for
long periods by units in the forwaerd areas where care and storage
faczilities are poor, while those items found in good condition
have been recently brought forward from Field Ordnance Depois

where they have been particularly well stored.

T« TACTICS

BAMBOO SPIKE JUNGLE TRAPS

In the MOSIGETTA area on 21 Feb our troops discovered
o number of piis 1} feet deep and two feet six inches in dlameter
with a sharpened stake at the bottom. The stakes were approx-
imately six feet long, point uppermost. The wood haed rotted and
when one of our trpops fell into a pit he escaped injury

Reference was made to these panjl -~ sharpened bamboo
spika -~ pits in 2 Aust Corps Weekly Intelligence Summary No 2.

Panji pits have becn used bj Allied troops in BURMA, where the
practize was to place severa- bamboo spikes in a pit of any sultable
size, zovered by a flimsy 1id in the form of a light lattlce frame

nateraily samouflaged.

01d weapon pits or foxholes could be easily converted into
panii iraps, Another possibility is the use of a slit trench with a
false bottom under which bamboo spikes are vonzealeds

{Adepted from 3 Aust Div Sumuary of Operations and Intelligence
Report No 87
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Attached as Appandi.i:"E' are additions to place names and
- topographical information on BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
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(E H WILSON) Lt=-col
Jistribution as for Surmnary No 10 - ~-General Staff
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JAPANESE MEDIUM TANK

GENERAL

This tank was probably £irst manufactured in 1939 and was
originally reported from the China-Burma Theatre, With the
excoptlon of the turret and the main armament, it is basically
the same design as the Model 97 Medium Tank, but the turret has
bsen improved to accommiodate a high velocity 47 mm guns The long
ovarhggg of tha turret alsec provides mors rogm for stovags of
ammunition,

CHARGLTERISTICS

Weight - 15 tons {approx;

Length : 18 feet (eparox

Crew Iy msen

Armoyy 8 to 25 mm (aporox)

Armamant 1 - L7 mm Model 1 Pank Gun;
1 - 7,7 m UG in turret;
1~ 7y7 mm MG in hull,

+*

CAPLBILITIES

This tank is charscteristic of all Japanese tanks in that
it has a high power/weight ratlo, which should give it a fairly
high speed. _

The use of the 47 rm anti~tank gun, Model 1, adspted for
tank mounting, greatly increasses its effectiveness against our
armowr. Thls gun has a nuzzle velocity of 2700 feet per segond
and uses AP/HE and HE amminitdons In a tank batitle neayr Urdanetz - -
{(Iuzon)}, several of these tanks were aencountered by our medium
tanks, three of which were nut out of action by fire from the 47
ma SUn, Six complete penetrations were observed on one tank.
All rounds (AP/B%? venetrated the sides of the hull at an angle
of thirty degrees from normal, detonating within the fank, It is
interesting to note that a document found in one of the Japanese
medium tanks knogked out near Binalonan (Xuzon), had sketches of
the Allied ML Medium Tank and M1 heavy tankt shoiring the side of
the hull as one of the vulnerabls pointa.

COMMUNIC..TION

The tank examined was eguipped with two-way radioa

VUINER\EILITY

Bazookasg, and even 30 rifle fire have proved efiective on
the above described tank, as well as on the other types thus far
enoountersd on Iuzon,

(Extract from G-2 Weskly Report No 72)
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Appendix.t Bl Go.EQ Bixst- m"‘mé
v v SPRCCE g
of~Bg~Fab 45,

1. GCENERAL

The improvised Jap hand grenade illustrated in the attached
drawing was captured in the Valencia area, Leyte, #¥# on 20 Dec
44, No reports are availeble concerning the umethod of employ-
ment; however, it is cguite obvious that such an inprovised
grenade would only be put to use wihen itens of standard issue
could not be supplied end it renained a matber of anything being
tetter than nothinz.

2, CONSTRUCTION

The grenade is made up of a standard 13" OD gas pine, 1/8%
in thickness, which is approximately 43" lomng with deep cuts -
about the pipe 13" from each end; apparently done with a regular
pipe cutters The pipe is them pinched together on each end to
form the grenade body, A 2™ hole is then drilled into the wall
of the grenade to Torm a fuze well. The body is then filled with
a pixture of a jelly tyve explosive {possibly Gelignite) and small
steel particles made wp fron cutting 3/8" welding rod into lengths
e %o g" The detonator is made w of a.piece of safety fuze
13" long and fixed to a blasting cape Althouzh the specimens
obgerved had no means of holding the detonator in place, this
could quite easily have been accoaplished with string or same
other means, The spscimens observed wers not fixed with fuze
lgniters: +thus, they must be 1li{ before throwing.

3, SIZB AND WEIGHT

Dismeter of Grenade Body "ODM 120

Length Overall .. 4-5/8%
Weight « Grenade Sody 13 oz -
Steel Sluss 3 0z

4, CONCLUSIOR

It is apperent that the functioning of the grenade was
designed to burst the zas pipe inbto three sections and thus
allow the limitcd steel slugs to be expelled out each end oi the
grenade bodv, (Steel pipe is made of material which does not
form fragments upon eiplosion, but rather splits in one place and
allows the gases to escepe,) Thus, the effects of this {type
of improvised grenade would be very linited in effect and vexy
impractical,
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ARBENDIXTO-AMF -
WEEKLY.. lzhngI.!.IGENCE

cRoss, SECTION JAPANESE
' MODEL 10 ROCKET LAUNCHER

for

MODEL 97 (1937) No 6

~_..LAND BOMB

WOODEN , B

- This equipment is simply constructed and stated 1o be
convenient to manoeuvre and may be used in heavily wocded
areas.

The launching base consists of the upper trough, the lower
trough, the trough cover, spade and base wpe. When the
EXPLOSIVE launching base is assembled, it appears as in the lower diagram.
COMPARTMENT The diagram of the rocket shown at Teft is the actual propellant
of the land bomb. Mo information has as yet come to hand of
the land bomb, although it is believed to be similar in design to
an aircraft bomb.
Preparations for launching are extracted from a captured
Japanese document and transiated by CINCPAC-CINCPOA.

fil * Set up launching base, dirsct it towards target and
. adjust it for the angle of elevation required.”

lii} " Cennect the blasting machine {exploder box) to
the cennecting wires from the terminals on the lower

trough.”
BASE {iit} " The blasting machine ({exploder EBoxl should be
CAP placed 15 metres (163 yd.) obliquely behind the

launching base.””

BAF {ivl “ Place a wooden stopper firmly into the tailpiece of
FLE the bomb so that the axis of the stopper and the axis
of the bomb coincide.”

{v) " Test the conductivity of the electric mechanism,”

{vi} *Place primer firmly in the nose of the rocket
mechanism.”

vii) * Fit the bomb tail fuse stopper onto the nose of the
ro‘cke: rn:.chanism and position both at the lower end
of trough.”

tviii) " Bomb is then ready for firing.”

UPPER TROUGH
SUPPORTING
LEGS

DIAGRAM OF ROCKET
USED IN LAUNCHING 80MB

r

[

l‘- -
([/ BASE ROPE

- ismanned 'L 20230 ced 1

CROSS SECTION
1-1

/DET ONATOR | i N ,
- DIAGONAL
- . SUPPORTING
- _ ROPE

o ' GS! (a) Adv LHQ




APPENDIY “E" TO

HQ 2 AUST CORPS
WEEKLY INTELLIGENCE
SUMMARY No 1h

TOPOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

- Ref Maps : BOUGAINVILLE 1 ineh to 1 mile series
1 : 25,000 Beries

ADDITTONS AWD CORRECTIONS TO PLACE NAMES

AIB report the following villages destroyed by
Japaneses Ref Map KIETA 1 inch

GUABA | 14,7825
DAR:TUT 21,6820
ORAMY, 163803
GHIFURO 239823

Ref Map MT TAROEA 1 inch
TAMU 212749
MOAU 231687

The village of LAMPARAN 099777 has been moved # mile to the wests
Ref Map TAICF ISLAND 1 inch
Insert GILIMAN RIVER 237583

TRACK INFORMATION

Bee attached maps for latest track informatiom on
BARARA and MOSIGETTA 1 : 25000 and BANIU 1 inoh sBheets

GENERAT,
Ref Maps TAIOF ISLAND and BUKA PASSAGE 1 ineh
The five jetties shown on map between RASUA 285678

" and TSIROGEL 213768 appear in good condition and have wall

used roads leading to theme Another small jetty exists at
269696, spprox 25 yds long and L4 ft wides

SAPOSA ISIAND 221627

A small stone jeity 15 yds long and 3 £t wide, Jjust
above water levele.

TAIOF ISLAND 154689

Jetty approx LO yds long and 4 to 5 £4 wide in
excellent condition.
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