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AppC o

— -3‘? AU&# fl‘\'F Sn
Ixtract from Japanese Dlary. WarDiary Avg 42
Captured In NMENARTI Area 8 Sep 42.

&_Aug_'42.

Lt. OGAWA had been killed.

Being very surprised I Hurrled to the office and
looking at the report found that in the KQOKODA area our advance
force, who have been engaged in battle with 1200 of the enemy,
had suffered unexpectedly heavy casualties.

22 Aug 142,

o I hear that the enemy are young, vigorous and brave,
Agalnst thls enemy we haye this terraln also. It will be
necessary for us to put forth our utmost endeavour and uphold
the prestige of our Imperlal Army.

23 Aug '42,

At 0800 hrs, when we started off from in front of
No.l Battallion H.Q., we could see in the distance the district
where the enemy are billeted.

I don't know whether it 1s because the No.l Battalion
have had so many casualties but all ranks of commanders seem to
have lost some of thelr offensive spirit. Left DENEKI at 1400 hrs
and returned to my companyg which recelved orders to take up a
defenslve position in KOKODA replacing an engineer unit,

I feel strongly that 1f the enemy adopt guerilla
tactics we have nc alternative but to adopt similar tacticse I
have told Captain HORITA that we must make a desperate attack at
the enemy supply lines and blllets but he won't listen to me.

24 Aug 142,

Collected potatoes 1n order to economize on rice,
Lunch conslsted entlirely of potatoes. The flavour of the first
one was lovely and when we had eaten our f1ll stories of home
circulated freely.

At 1500 hrs. recelved our order from the company
commander to occupy a height from which flames and smoke was
rising to the west of KOKODA but later the order was cancelled,
At 1530 the commander of the Detached Unlt passed through KOKODA.
The detachment willl tomorrow commence a general attack and will
surround and annihilate the enemy in the viclinity of ISURAVA.
My company will aweit the arrival of the KOBAYASHI Battalion,
who will take over the defence of KOKODA, and then follow tka
main force, The platoon will, from 0300 hrs. take over the duty
of colour guard from the SHIBATA platoon of No. 6 Company.

25 Aug 149

I am anxious 88 I believe that the detour of the
2nd. Battaliﬂn.haa become known to the enemy. What with anxlety
over the fighting , the rain and cold, I didn't sleep all night,
With nightfall the sound of the guns ceased,
(Note:= 2 Bn. appearsto be that which was opposed by two Coys
2/16 Inf Bn on Eastern side of IORA valley - writer belonged to
5 Rattalion.)

26 Aug '42,
I didn't sleep a wink last night,

The lull of the opposing guns 1s broken by the sound
of grenade throwers and sometimes by the powerful chatters of
machine guns.

By 1300 hrs. the position of Reglmental H.Q., had
not changed and there was no new development In the situation,

According to news coming in from the 2nd Battalion
they are filnding the terrain difficult but are pushing to their
objective.

The result of the present operaticns depends very
largely on the extent to which the an_ﬂng can carry out their
task,

At 1538 our guns all jnin;én.tn ether and the attack
and advance begins along the whole fr ot o
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27 Aug '42,

The Srd day of the attack, Last night the Regimental
H.Q.p Detachment H,.3. and various other units were all
congregated together In the same place. I Inquired whether the
platoon was expected to guard all this congregation but was told
that 1t would be sufflcient to guard the colours. Started the
advance about 0800 hrs. At 1000 arrived at an unnamed height NE
of ISURAVA. We spent the night listening to the enemy rifle shots
in the near distance., At 1900 hrs. the 3rd Battalion expected to
carry out ah attack along the main pass, but due to a steep
ravine and heavy: enemy fire two of the company men were killed
and the Bn. advanced along the ridge of the hill.

28 Aug '42, /
The enemy 1s gradually being out flanked but his

resistance is very strong and our casualties great. The outcome
of the battle is difficult to foresee. Reglimental H.Q. has not
moved its position,

29 Aug 142 °

—  The attack still continues. The main force of the
company ls under the command of the Battalion commander and is
fighting with energy. 2nd Lieutenant TSUTSUI and W,0. MATSUYAMA
have been killed. Casualtles are heavy. Battallon H.Q. has not
changed 1ts position.

a0 Aug 142 .

The fighting 1is Increasing in ferocity. 8ince last
night the sound of the battle can be heard in all directions,

In the evening the company cormmander was wounded and sent to the
rear. Regimental H.Q, is =2till in the same position.,

31 Aug 142,

I think today 1s the anniversary of the death of
Commander TACHIBAWA (Trans:- Note Hero of the Russo-Ja janese War),

The Regimental H,Q. has decided to move forward as the
enemy in front has been repulsed by our 1lst Battallion, I
recommend that since none of our troops could be observed along
the road 1t was tooc early to move forward but the recommendation
was rejected. Unwillingly we pushed forward with No.3 platoon at
the head. As exXpected when we reached the ravine Corporal
KOMATSU and 5 men were kllled and Corporal YAMAMOTO wounded,
This incident was most unfortunate as 15 minutes later the last
battalion debouched. The Regimentel H,3., started moving forward
very shortly after and reached the hill at ISURAVA where there
are three huts at 1230 hrs. The detachment contlinued the attack
with one regiment as the main and the YASAWA unit as the pursuit
perty. At 1600 hrs. we reached a point 3 kilometres South of
ISURAVA and billeted there. We fllled our stomachs with
potatoes, sugar blscults ete. which were left by the enemy. Our
food supply is quickly diminishinge.

1l Sep '42. :
~ We spent a more comfortable night than we have ever had
before on account of using the tents left behind by the enemy

but gradually 1t became culder and we could not sleep. The loud
volces of men of the YASAWA unit calling out also made 1t
Impossible to go to sleep. Got up at 0400 hrs. Setout at 0500
hras, After advancing about 1 kllometre we stopped to form an
order of march.(breakfast). Today also the advance 1s fairly
short. After advancling a few more kilometres had a long rest,.
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ﬁpf‘KD 18
; 29 Avst Inf Bn
Extracts from Japanese Diary. Way quTj ﬂvj 47,
y Captured North ol TEMPLETONS CROSSING

October - 1942,

—

8 Aug 142,

0500. The Battallon departed , the Coy bringing up the
rear. Encountered a considerable number of enemy troopse.

Attacked them with battalion guns and machlne-guns. Afternocon,
No. 2 and No.3 Coys pursued the enemy who began to retreat.
Occupled a position near a bridge. While reconnoltering the enemy
position, unconsciously advanced too far. At 200 metres 1n front
of DENIKI Village, two of our scouts were killed by autometic
rifles. Collected the bodies and returned.

9 Aug '42.
No. 1 Coy was ordered by Battallon to turn back to

attack the enemy, who had occupled KOKODA. Escorted patients of
a Medical Tali. Reached a rubber plantation at 1000. After
reconnalsance, the Coy. carried out a deployed attack with an
additional machine-gun. The attack did not progress as desired
because of the enemys Intense firing power and the pouring rain.
We were unable tc communicate with the Coy. Commander or No.l
Platoon Leader. Declded to carry out a charge independently at
dusk. Reported thls decision to the Coy. and gradually closed in

on enemy .

As dusk approached, we advanced tec within 70 metres of
the enemy, who concentrated an intense fire on the No.l Platoon.
Because of our faulty formation and the hindering rain we were
unable to carry out a charge., Declded to attack at night, but
men were not properly assembled, Valu&ble time was wasted In the

torrentlal rain and darkness, Even the sectlon leaders could not
be lined upe.

Commenced a night attack at 1020. Advanced steathily
un hands and knees and gradually moved in closer to the enemy.
Suddenly encountered enemy guards In the shadow of large rubber
trees. Corporal HAMADA killed one of them with bayonet and
engaged the others, but the enemy's fire finally forced us to
wlthdraw, The Platoon was scattered and it was impossible to
repeat our charge. lst Class Pvt. HIROSE was kllled by an enemy
bullet. The soldier T tangled with was wounded 1In the leg by a
hand grenade thromm by Corp. HAMADA. The latter was unable, due
to the darkness, to assemble the men remaining. I went to the
rear and tried to assemble the men myself, but because of
darkness two men and I took the wrong direction. We suddenly
realized that we were withln 40 metres of the enemy llnes, Hand
grenades were thrown at us. The night attack ended 1n fallure,

No.l platoon also carried out an attack at about 0300, but it
was unsuccesful.

Every day I am losing my-men. I could not repress
tears of bitterness, Rested, walting for tomorrow and struggled
against cold and hunger.

10 kug 142,

Assembled the men at our rear and rested. Only the
sound of occasional sniping was heard. The Coy Commander
ordered an attack at dusk. Made preparations in good spirit.
Superior Pvt. MIYABE wes fatally wounded in the head by an enemy
sniper. At 1430, passed on the order to every sectlon leader to
carry out an attack at dusk. Completed our preparations, and
started to advence at 1540. The enemy's sniping was intense,
Heard the sound of bullets passing us. At 1260, our grenade
dischargers began to roar. 2nd Lt. SHIMOMURA &ided us with M.Gs.
Wie sdvanced within 70 metres of the enemy., It began to drizzle.
At 1700, fired a smoke candle with excellent results, Pressed
closer and closer to the enemy. At 1720, finlished our preparation
for a charge and discharged two smoke cendles, one of which
failed to explode because of dampness. Nevertheless, the entire
platoon carried cut a determined charge. During the assault, as
I jumped over & fallen tree, my foot caught in something and T
fell flat. The platoon instantly lined up alongside me and
charged again. We encountered no enemy. Belleving they had

retired and taken up another position, we approached on our hands
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10 AE§ '42._(cunt.)

and knees. Enemy violently resisted with hand grenades and
rifle fire. At that point, No.2 Platoon then rushed in and
drove them back. At 1900, we occupled a house. The attack
ended successfully. During the action, 4 men were wounded.

This stirring and dauntless charge 1s the tradlition
of our Army and no enemy can withstand such an attack,.

11 Aug 142,

collected the dead and cleared up the battle area,
Loss inflicted on the enemy :- At least 20 killed; 1 Czecho
and 7 rifles captured. Our loss; 6 killed, 10 wounded. The
Platoon lost 3 killed and & wounded.

There was an alr raid during lunch time. Constructed
& large shelter. The bloody fighting 1ln the rain the last few
days seems like a nightmare. I swore to the sculs of the
warriors who died that I would carry on thelr asperatlons.

13 Aug '42<.

5 Attack on ISURAVA.

No.2 Coy.=- first line on right,

No«3 Coy.- first line on left.

No.l Coy.- 18 reserve,

At 0500, commenced the attack. Although we captured
an important point, the attack did not progress in a satisfactory
manner. 2nd Lte. ASAI of No.2 Coy was killed.

14 Aug 142,

The Battalion resumed the attack at dawn, At noon,

took up persuit of the enemy, advanceing upland. It was decided
to attack the village in front. The Coy,leading thecother fobces,

withdrew to yesterday's posiltion for the time being.

At 1300, violent rifle firing was heard. No.l Coy,
co-operating with the mein force of the Battallon, advanced
to attack the village of DENIKI from the North. The enemy was
not there. The Battalion decided to go into blllets here. The
Coy's posltlion was at the extreme rear,

15 Aug '42. |

S At 0830, leading No.l and No.,2 Sections,set out to
reconnoitre ISURAVA village. I.earned of enemy slituation and
forward topography from MATSUQO Platoon. Advanced 500 metres

and encountered the scouts from No.2 Coy. The enemy fired at us
suddenly as we detoured to the left through the Jungle. Quickly
withdrew and found that Corp. KUBO and others were mlssling.
Slowly advanced to search for these men, Suddenly, the enemy's
automatic rifles once agaln showered us with fire, Three men
were killed and one wounded.

16 Aug 142,

clear weather today. A few cases of diarrhoea and
malaria has broken out,

o
17 Aug '42,
g . —Corp. FUJIOKA and six others accidentally let the
natives escape from their guard, Battalion Commander ragingly
threatened them with court-martial. The Coy uanstructed-A?%
trenches and prepared for enemy alr railds.

18 Aug '4=2.
W.0., MANABE andR 20 men set out to reconnoltre

cottages at 150 metres, and a large river 4 kllometres south of
DEN IKT.

ILearned that the main force of the Det&chment has
arrived at our rear base,

19 Aug '42.
pmeard that No.2 Coy has already advanced in the
vicinity of ISURAVA. Battalion Commender is in a jesting mood.
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¢ BB ”31'1' m;paigﬁhm force %ﬁ“f ﬂu‘,E ﬁgu
th and ¢ sltion or Jst I ¢ Diar
lf 31:1:0%5 wigimttapldng forece conslsted the KU _63E BUTAZ {ﬂdpth
“  “tnf Rept and att tps) and the YA7AWA BUTAI (llst Inf Rezt, less two Bns
" and proportepn of att tps,) The followlng infm has been extracted from
captured documents and PWs statements, Sources are quotod in each case,
A, The NANKAI (SOUTH SEAS) DETACHMENT, Comd, HORII,TOMITARO,

Céiiposition and strength DETAILS given in Strength States of KUSUNOSE
as per "HORI LWTARKATION " BUTAL &8 a: T%gﬁa;ﬂléz
"1KO' No 32 of 3 Jan
— ATIS iﬂi i Original CASUALTIES EFFECTIVES
UNIT Strength Strenag}:h) Killed W & Siek at 2 Nov 42,
INF BDE HQ 206 . 16%(a - - -
REGTL HQ 107 10 I 25 78
1st(TSUXAMOTO) Bn (Strongth State of this En was
Bn HO NOT capturasds Diary (b) gives 20
Vo 1 Coy original strength No 1 Coy as 22
No 2 Coy . 180 and easuslties at KOKODA & 35
No 3 Coy - ISURAVA as 100,) %6
o d 2P 2
o Gun
TOTAL | 8Ly 500(d) IE“
2nd(HORIE} Bn | .
Bn Hq 01 2 | g&
No L Coy 168 3
Mo 5 Coy 16 60 425 1
¥o & Coy :JL-QT ;g |
Ne 2 UG Coy A :
"o 2 Inf Gun Fl 2 |
TOTAL 838 '7;7" 1!??" 25 Iﬁ
rd (KUWADA) Bn
’ Bn HO lzllt 8 116
¥o 7 Coy | Eh
- No 8 Coy 152 0 %92 3?.%
No 9 Coy 15 28 );12.10
No 3 !i;}lfcoy b i % 17
No 3 gun PL I%
20TAL me W 13 BT
REGTL GUN COY 126 123 3 6l 55
FIELD TELEGRAPH : 112 |
REGTL SIG COY 136 19 8o 51 |
o % Coy,55th Cay Regt 85 80(e) (33 strong at GIRUWA on 2 Dee (e))
(KAWASHINA DET) k
? BN MTN ARTY 715 500 (e)
(Lt Col HOZUNI)
th ENGR DET 221 100 (e)
feut KUSAKA)
TPT TPS 146
(Lt Col TOMITA)
15 IND ENGR REGT 227
(CAPT TAKAMORKI) |
MEBICAL DT 22% 50 (e)
(Capt AKAO) _
Fd HOSPITAL 2li2
( ¢ KONDO)
EMPARKATION COY 166
Det L7 A/A UWIT 175
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL
(a) Prom strength state ATIS 110 (b) ATIS 87

c) Puif's estimate at IORIPAIWALATIS IHTERROGATION HEPORY No 10
;&i Estimate =-allowing %30 casﬁalties for attack to KOXODA (sse Pert IV)
| e

YOROYAMA DET ORDFR, ATIS 229
B o TAKASAGO VOLUNTREER  UNIT,
This was a2labour and carrving unit used fwd of KOO0DA, It conshsted
of 500 personnsl (FORMOSANS), No 1 Coy strength 235, Ho 2 Coy 265,
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. B, 41 {(YAZAWA) INF REGT GP The composition of this force is as

- Iy Regt HY v 100 given several times in the order

7 2nd (XOIWAT)} Bn of march of the XOIEAI Bn. (See
Bn HQ 90 ATIS 220 for KOIWAI Operation
NO Coy 110 Orders 127=-142,)
o 6 Coy 110 For composition of KOIWAI Bn, see
No 7 Coy 110 ATIS. Spot Report No 59,--List of
No 8 Coy 110 Officers of 41lst Inf Regt.
Yo 2 ey Coy 150

Yo 2 Inf Cun P1 !g
TOTAL

%pd (KOBAYASHI) En

Ne 12 Coy 120
Inf Gun Uoy 130
Det Regtl Sigs 30
Det 10 Iné Engr Regt 176
JF Gun Unit 50
"CENTRAL SOUTHZRN" Gp ?

BESTIMATED Ll LHCH TOTAL FORCE >336

The strength is estimated from known strengths of Bns of the XKUSUNOSE
BUTAI, In view of the known fact that one rifle coy of the KOIWAI Bn had a

strength of 178,(see page8.) and the Bn was organised on a four-rifle-coy basis
this estimate may be up to 250 too low, |

The strength of the @F Gun Unit is NOT known,
It is NOT known what comprised the "Central Southern Group".

From the available 1 es 1t aspoars that th- force which attacked
et ISURAVA and was sﬁhsaﬁgzntly in action against 21 Aust Inf Bde could
NOT have been less than
Four Infantry Bns and att tps
T™wo Coys of Engrs
One Coy Cav
Ono Bn.gﬁi;krty
Det COF a |
The minimom ?igura for fighting tps would seem to be about 3,600, Actual
figures from JAPANESES documents and conservatlve estimates besed on them
give a probable total of l,j00,excluding engrs, medlesl and labour coyS.
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Appx F 1o
> 3. 21 KU'&{' IHF Bh
{OLOGY OF OPERATIONS War Diary Aug 4L

8 g e 1 DETACHMENT comd by Maj- Gen HORII was assigned the role
of .attacking PORT MORESBY via the OWEN STANLEY RANGE as part of a double

L=

opsration involving the taking of MILNE BAY and an attack on MORESBY from

the sea,
The composition of the NANKAI DET at RABAUL 1s set out above, and is
given in HORI EMBARKATION ORDER 'KO' Wo 32 of 3 JAN 42.
2, An advance party of the DEY comd by Col YAMAMOTE , landed at BASABUA

on 21 JUL 42, It consisted of :=-

UNIT COMD STRENGTH
1st Bn, 144 Inf Regt Lt-Col TSUKAMOTO ?
Det Regtl Sigs, 144 Regt ? ?
No 1 Coy, Mtn Arty Bty. Lieut HAMADA ? |
Det 47 Bn ¥Fd AA, Maj FUCHIYAMA 265 (Bn less Nos 1 & 3 Coys

b2 IRRBERORGETuh1 e8] BRELCOV) S0l YOKOTAMA 978

No 45 Perm Wireless Unit Lieut UEZUMA

No 7 Indep Wireless Pl Lieut IIZUKA 27
Det No 88 Ind Tele Coy ? 60
Army Sigs ? 59
No 2 Co¥y Tpt Corps. Maj MORIMOTO T
No 1 P1¥ No 120 Coy ; ? ?
Shore Dutédés Unit

ASC Coy Lieut SAKIGAVA ?
Medical Unit . Main Body Capt AKAD ?
Half of No 2 i'd Hospital ILieut NAGAIL

Water PURINYING DET 2ndLieut NAO : By
Black Coolies Spread mmongfd units 1200

( Figures from HORI OP ORDER No 85a. ATIS 131.)
( - « YOKOVAMA ADV UNIT OP ORDER No 1 . ATIS 103)

The role.of this adv party was to establish a footing at BUNA. The
PSUKAVMOTO Bn was instrueted to act as a raiding party and to clear the
area of the track up to the OWEN STANLEYS,

3, The TSUKAMOTO Bn took OIVI on 6 Aug., and after a four-day battle,
finally secured KOKODA on 14 AugZ..(ATIS 174). On 18 Aug the Bn was billetted
ot DENIKI, and was patrolling fwd to test the Aust strength.
4.at 1730 hrs 18 Aug, the main body of the KUSUNOSE BUTAI with att tps
commenced disembarkation at BASABUA. They moved straight fwd to KOIOLA,
arriving there on 24 Aug. A general attack was ordered for 25 aug. 1lst
Bn and 3rd (KUWATA) Bn with Engrs, Cav? and Mtn arty, were to attack along
the DENIKI - ISURAVA track and spur, the 3rd Bn and det of Engrs being
given the task of outflanking the Aust posns by moving along the high ground

west of 1SURAVA,
The 2nd (HORIE) Bn carried out an encircling move up the east side of

the BORA CK along the MISSIMA- ABUARI track, ,_
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Appx G b
24 Aust Inf Bn
4., ‘War [}I'n‘rj ﬂlﬂ 4.2
ART I11I, EXTRACTS FROM JAP S8 DIARIES
(a)Diary of 2nd Lieut ONOGAWA (Com Coy, lst(TSUKAMOTO) Bn 144 Regt

21 Jul, Landed BASa,
4 Aug., DLrew rations for 135, the strength of the coy.
6 Aug. Captured OIVI,
7=-14 Aug. Description of battle for WOKODA,
11 Aug. (Referring to the 39 Aust Inf Bn )=--- Though they are our enenmy,
their bravery must be admired, Compared to theese we met at NEW
BRITAIN these soldiers seem to be an entirely different people,
18 Aug. Main unit of the detachment is reported to land tonight,
22 Aug. Hes®d that the detachment commander has arrived in the vicinity
of KOKODA,=~~-
23 Aug. 4l1lst Regt has landed,
3 Sep., Heard that the 41st BUTAI passed through last night and they
are continuing the advance,
O Sep. Uleparted to evacuate the wounded,---jiounded were as follows
Bn HQ 47
lst Coy 53
3rd Coy 43
(NOTE, 8 Sep was the second day of the engagement at EFOGI)
ATIS 174, 8 JAN 43,

»

\b) Liary of Pte WATAVABE, (1 Seec,3 Pl, L Coy, l1lst(TSUKAMOTO) Bn, 144 Regt.
------ The 2nd and 3rd Bns lamded about one month later than our
lst Bn, and on 25 Aug they arrived in KOXODA.

21 Sep, Since landing the battle has ciontinued for two months in the
mountaing,~-- In the combat between KO ODA and ISURAVA our ¥o 1 C
Coy of 180 men was reduced to only 80 men. Our Coy had the
heaviest casualties in the 144th Regt. Coy Comd OGAWA was killed
in action at KOODA, and his successor, FATANAKA, was killed
at ISURAVA, --- Due to heavy casualties , every coy is reduced
to about half strength,

ATIS 87,

\¢) Diary of 2nd Lieut N@DA, HIDETAKR. (P1 comd, 3rd(KUWADA) Bn, 144 Regt.

10 Aug. Disembarked at BaSa. |

19 Aug. Arrived SOPUTA.

22 Aug., 1 hear that the enemy are young, vigorous and brave,

24 Aug. 4KF—--Tha Detachment will tomorrow commence a general attack and
will surround and annihilate the enemy in the vicinity of
ISUR.B.'E".H..----

25 Aug, ;;-Frum.theraLHGTE. DENIKI) I could hear---the fury of the front

(@@= ===w=

27 aug. The third day of the attack.

20 aug. The enemy is gradually being out-flanked, but his resistamce is
very strong, and our casualties great, The out-come of the battle
is difficult to foresee, Regimental HQ has not moved its position,

29Faug. ‘'he attack still continues---- Casualties are heavy,

30 aug. =--- The fighting is increasing in ferocity.-- The sound of the
battle can be heard dn all directions---- the coy comd was

| wounded--~-~Regtl Hq is still in the same position.

31 aug. =--the enemy in front has been repulsed by our lst Bn, --Unwillimg-
ly we pushed forward--- As expected-- Cpl YAMAMOTO AND TWO MEN
were wounded and Cpl HOMATSU and 5 men were killed,

2 Sep. The sound of the guns dies down at ni htfall ,e===-
CAPTURED DOCUMENT No 32. 12 £0ct42,

(d) Diary of2nd Lieut HIRANO, (P1 comd, 1st (TSUKAMOTO) Bn,l44 Regt,
26 AU, ew=-- received an order to capture the 'solitary cottage!',
27 #ug. Reached the top and waited to carry out an attack at dawn,
29 aAug., The Coy(LOTE,No 1)set out to attack the 'log bridge'--=-the Coy
Comd and 9 otherd were killed in this attack,--=-Together with
Capt FUJISAKI, one platoon of Engrs and one Pl of No 9 Coy pressed
the enemy from the road to the crest-line after a fierce battle in
the jungle---<Many of our number were killed or wounded,
30 Aag. Runner arrived from the vicinity of the 'solitary cottage' and
reported grave conditions there,
31 Aug. At 0830 the ¢log bridge' was securely captured by our troops,
2 Sep. HBhemy seems to have lost their fighting spirit, YAZAWA BUTAI'S
advance party forcibly pushed on,
4 Sep, Reorganised the Coy with 2 platoons----
10 Sep. ===~ Captured Lt-Col K and 4 ithers, Though questioned, the
/Prisoners stubbornly refused to speak,Tied them securely for the

- ﬂg}ght, end decided to send them to the Bn Comd tomorrow morning.
°Pe Like 2 bolt from the blue we received an ordaer to

by
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23 Sep. Like a bolt from the blue we receivedan order to withiraw at
S5 1130. It left us momentarily in a daze. It is truly regrettable
v ' to retreat from our present position after pressing so close to
2 VORESREY at the cost of enormopus sacrifices and casualtied.
ATTS 218. 23 JAN 43
(e)Diary of W/ 0 SADAHIRO.(2nd (HDRIE] Bn? 144 Regt ABUARI TFlank

18 Aug, Ianded at BASA at 1730. Biee =, i e

19 Aug. SOPUTA.

24 Augs. At 1200 reached a point 2 kilometres SW of KOKODA.

25 Aug. Today the bn became & flanking party.---To 5 Coy encountered and
fought the enemy,--~ Tully realised that the enemy is not to be
under=ratede==--

28 Aug. Began operations at 0400.-~=- The enemy counter-attacked several
timeg e ====

20 Aug. XREIPIFRE ---8nd Lieut VAMAMOTOZ leader of Yo 1 PLl, and four men were
killed and 13 wounded.~-- The fire from enemy rifles and guns was
so intense that the collection of our dead and wounded could not
immediately be accomplished.

30 Aug. =--- The enemy attacked several times but were repulsed==-=

1l Seps. The composition of the Coy besame two platoons.
ATIS 116.
(f) Diary of a member of No 2 Coy,No 15 TAKASAGO Voluntecer Unit.

12 Aug. Arrived BATA. Total strength of the Coy is 264.

26 Aug. KXOKODA.,

31 Aug. The enemy is becoming stubborn. Our troops are attacking Trom
both flanks.

22 B8ep. The enemy has 40,000 troops, mostly Australisns, For that reason
their fighting power is great.

ATIS 104. 9 DEC 42,

(g) OPERATION ORDERS of 2nd (KOIWAI) Bn, 41 Regt.
OP ORDER Fo 127. 21 Aug
(Task of 1lst and 3rd BYWs (less No 12 Goy) is defence of TASARUA.
Yo 2 Bn (plus Yo 12 Zoy) to zo fwd).

QP ORDER No 132. 24 Aug.
Orde® of marchi~ 2nd Pn; No 12 Coy; Inf Comn Unit; QF Gun Unit;
Inf Gun Unit; Central Southern G

ord ORDER Yo 138. 27 Aug. 4 km south of DENIKI.
1. The front line troops are attacking the enemy near ISURAVA
AHR expect to capture their position before tonight.
Maj. KOITAT,.

OP ORDER No 140. 29 Aug. 1030 hrs. 2 km north of ISURAVA.
1. The enemy has gradually been encircled by the Detached Forces,

and appears to be retreating to the left bank of the river.
Yaj. KOIWAL,

OP.ORDER No 141. 30 Aug. 1300 hrs. 2 Xm norti: of 1SURAVA.
1. The Detached Torce is still closing in on the enemy. lst and

2nd Bns captured enemy front line positions.
¥aj. KOTTATI.

0P ORDIR No 142. 30 £31) Aug. 0630 hrs. 2lkm north of ISURAVA.
1. The main Detached Force is continuously attaclking, but
progress is slowed by the stubborn resistance of the enemy.
ATIS 220.

(nh) SORI 6Ppration Order ‘'KO'. 30 Aug. 0830 hrs. 1 km north of IBTRAVA,
1. The WATSU vposition was captured lest night, but the HARU gnd
AKT positions are still in enemy hands.
2. HORIE Bn gmo‘rn 2nd Bn, 144 Regt, which attacked along the
ARUARI track) last night engaged and destroyed 1000 of the eneny
(NOTE: A and B Coys 2/1615n§ east of ISURAVA, and is now preparing
to attack the enemy's rear in the vicinity of ISURAVA,
43 The TUSUNOSE Regt---- will capture HARU agnd AKI positions
and then advance to south of ISURAVA,

ATIS 220
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6. ; * . ‘
{1) Diary of 2nd Tieut FBUCHI.(Comd Mo 2 P1, No 9 Coy,3rd(KUWADA-)Bn,l44Regt
- 2 18 Aug. 1730 hrs. landed at BASA.
7. 19 Aug, 0930 hrs. SOPUTA.
4% o5 Aug. 1700 hrs. Arrived KOERDDA.
~26 Aug. 0300 hrs. Left from ¥OKODA. Advanced to the front.
27 Aug. Prepared to attack.,
29 Aug. Coy Comd was wounded.--- Our casualties were rather heavy.
21 Sep. YAZAWA BUTAI is reported to be retreating.
ATIS 157. 28 Duc 42,

(j) Diary of TUTIVARA of PHILIPPINE EBYFEDITIONARY FORCE, OXKI 5169 BUTAI,
ARAKI TAI.(No 5 Coy, 2nd Bn ,81 Regt.)
31 Aug. MNumber of personnel participated~=-=-=105

Officers 4
W/0s & WCO's 16
Ttes o5
8 Bevs Xilled in action:-
i[04 1
Ptes 10
13
Wonnded AT the WESTERN FLATEAU of ETF0GI, NEV
NeOs 3 GUINEA.
Ptes 14
B
8 Sepse The EASTERN PLATEAU of XFOGI.
Personnel;=-
Yumbern of landed persomnel 115
Killed in action 11
Hospital wounded 13
Illness
To ‘bal_fg-( sic)
“88

Off icers 4
W/0s & 10sl2

Ptes 22

ATIS 106. 4 DREC 42

(k) PW. lst class Pte YAMAMOTO, Taro.
PW stated i~
" Many JAPAVESE were killed in the XOIODA area. One rifle coy
and one VG coy were almost wiped out.=== Up to KO ODAL the going
was easy but as soon as thby started to climb fighting started.
They retreated (from IORIBAIWL) because many men were killed.===-~

ATIS. Interrogation Report ¥o 9. 16 0CT 42.

(1) Order captured at TORABAIVA shows the following units at IORIBAIWA on
23 Bep 423~
let Bn, 144 Regt
2nd Pn, 41 Regt
FAWASHIYA Cav Det
HOZUMI ¥Mtn Arty Bn
15 Ind Enzr Regt
55 Engrs
*d Hosp

ATIS 53,

(m) Diary Jan 22 = Oct 13, covering activities terminating at ISURAVA. By 2
meriber of 2nd (HORIE) Bn. ABUARI flank
2%3:22 Jans Tomorrow we will land st last, (RADAUL)

, 23 Jene =-=-=Headed towards the harbour ghore with rivotal craft in the
lead. Mot &2 single shot was fired at us. On landing we becane
the advance party.-=-Cccupied the bharracks. Mo enemy resistance.
Several rifle shote were heard. From 7 o'elock perticinated in
mopping up operations.

18 Aug. ¥EYV GUINEA -~ BASA. Strength 3% coy--coy comd and 162 men.---
| Disembarked at 1720.
<4 Aug. 3 km from FOKODA.
25 Aug. Departed a2t 0200. At 1430, while makimg a detour, encountered
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25, AUg. Eﬁﬂﬂfted at 0200, At 1400, Wwhile making a detour ,encountered
o enemy. Four men were killed and four wounded---=-
.é_.Aug. 18t Lieut WASHIYE, Comd of No 4 Coy, and NISHIUCHI were killed =--
20 Aug. While advancing towards ISURAVA sighted an enemy position. Detoured
o t0 south, ==~
29 Aug. 4t 0400 2nd Bn ayyacked the enemy at ISURAVA from the left flank,
#wleven men were wounded and four killed.-- At night the line was
shortened for security.
30 Aug. Around 0300 enemy attacked but was repulsed,--- At 1100 picked up
the bodies of 1st Lieut YAMAMOTO and three others--- 1105, enemy

31 Aug. ISURAVA. The Coy was reorganised into two platoons,-=--

2 Sepd EEFIREEN .
oy Strength 178
ﬂﬁ behind at time of departure 14
. Returned to RABAUL from BASA 2
20th. - " GIRUVA . " 1
25th. Sent back to hospital at KOKODA 1
27th Killed 2
27th, Stragglers 1l
26th, Wounded 1
Accompanied patients % 1
28th, Picked up by medical unit 1
29th, Killed 4
Wwounded 11
Accompanied patients 2
30th. Wounded 1

4 Sep. EORA,---Prepared for battle--~--over=-taking YAZAWA BUTAI---advanced
and occupied a high hill,
5 Sep. 4 km north of KAGI.

o1 pews sl > ol

7 Sep. EFOGI.--0710, fought against approximately 100 of the enemye.
casualties, 5 wounded and 2 killkd,.---the enemy is occupying &
position along the crest., Thirteen men wefe wounded and 1 man killed
by heavy-mortar fire. From 1700, commenced to advance 10 attacks.
Because of uncertainty of ememy situation, dispatched scouts to
reconnoitre before advance, Frepared to attack at dawn.

8 Sep., EFOGI.--- At 0520, charged the enemy line om the hill and secured
2 corner.---0ur casualties in this battle were 2 killed and 8 wounde
By 1030 completely occupied the hill. Colledted dead and wounded.

Four killed and seventeen wounded 7th

OOV I TESHST T RES LRI TLLSEL D A RO R XN

“TWo 1 and furteen wounded 8th,
Strength Coy Comd and 91 men,
9 Sep. 300 meters north of MENARI .---
1 Sep. On hil south of WAMAI.,---
13 Sep, On a hill notth of IORIBAIWA---Bn decided to encamp here for

further reconnausance.
14 Sep, =--- Warched up the road-- Commenced attack at 1l45--=liel stiXf

resistance. The battle did not progress as desired. At 1230 re-
ported to the coy comd the casuslties of 1 killed and 4 wounded.,
---=gighted the enemy slowly whithdrewing from the righte-- the
enemy which was facing the coy, however, continued to hold its
position---their strength became strongeéer,---

15 Sep. IORIBAIVA, --Continued to attack and failed.,---

16 Sep. IORIBAIVA. -=0700---made a charge, met strong enemy resistance a3
and failed. voy Comd was wounded---Reported withdrawal of enemye.-

lg Sep., Constructed positions---rodays strengih 50 men. a

18 Sepx 26 Sep. (ﬂt)IORIBﬁle. Shelled on 22,23, 24 and 26 sep 3 wounde
ags result,

26 Aug. =--Complying with Bn order, advanced,( NOTE, Towards NAUEO o)

1 Oct. 0600. Reached EQORA to,join Bn. SN
2 0ct. EORA --Spent 2ll day constructing camp and digging anti- air
trenches === ‘ e

5 Octe EORA -- Reported the advance of strong enemy forces in’ ¢
vicinity of KAGlL s==~ -
11 Oct EORA. ¥en participated in

Landing operation 162
ISURAVA 116
EFOGI 127
IORIBAIWA 88

Heard rifle shots from vicinity of No 4 Coy=--
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OFFICERS ;

8ICK
TRAREFEREED
LT RABAUL

ATIE,

(NOTE, ihés Usy belonged to
covered by these extragts
end wounded, Of these i
L2ug, and 3 were wounded as »
 AS thie Coy attanked the
by the zite 2/14=2/16 Bn

a
2
15

@
g

G

HORIE) Ba, 144 Negt, In the period
.mlt‘u insurred wers l’ 41lled
and 1 wounded by 53 Bn om 20/27
L ehalling or TORITVAIWA RIDGE,
2t JOAIRAIWA end the track was held
atiribute PEmeining battle ¢

th Tﬂi%,_ it s fair to.
21 Pde,) alties, nlﬂug§61.u“ ., to

(n)Composition of ¥o 2 P1, ¥o 3 Coy, 18t Bn, 144 Regt.
Pl Comd: Tieut ONOGAWA
Ho 1 Sec: Cpl YAWATA & 12 men
No 2 Sec: Cpl HIRAYAYA & 12 men
Ho 3 8ec: Cpl OEABAYAGHI & 12 men
Fo 4 mliﬁl NIYAROTO & 12 men
TOTAL:=1l Offr and 52 N.R.B

ATIS 83,

:
5

£

i
:

3

j

|
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KGN FROM LT-COL OTHER OFRICERS

Wemls i\ & > HQ NGF 12 DEC 42. p
N o RN
1 s \ (33(I) comments in brackets) 35{:*‘?1;:;
. ' - : /,
D m N Way Diary Dec 42
( 1, SIGNAL FORM 28 NOV. - | 3
F‘rg~ Place of origin GIRUVA. | |
= Person despatching message TOMITA Butail Comd.(ASC Unit)
W Person receiving " (YAMAGATA Bde, RABAUL)?

_. 1. For the 90 personnel which comprisg the main strength of the
VAZAWA Butai (41 Regt) which is withdrawing from the region
bordering the KUMUSI River, there 1s but only 100 rifles,

10 LMGs and 1 HMG. . it

5, Also the troops at BASABUA and GIRUWA are suffering a shortage
of arms and in this area supplles are a problem, I request that
you send forward immediately oS00 rifles, 30 LKGs and S50 Y
srenade throwvers. ;

3. *I have reported a shortage of rifle amn and request that you
send forward supplics to the limit of your replenishments.
- .
(COMMENT s Amn was dropped by transport planes 3 DBC, which
suggests that the message was addressed to the YAMAGATA Bde at
: RABAUL, portion of which, were seheduled to land north of GONA.
; _ " The shipping sightings on that date were confused because
of bad ¥isibility and it 1s considereced weapons could have bcen
y landed. OCaptured documents indicate no reinforcements were
landed BUNA-GONA area-1/2 DEC.)

2. DIARY, { & '. et

NOV 16-At & point some 60 miles South Bast of PALAU the BOSTON
¥ARU was torpedoed. Within f{ve minutes the stern was
down and seven minutes later sank. I was awakened by
the terrific explosion and the wholc crow madec ready to
take to the boats, however Weo heard 1t was the BOSTCHN

MARU and felt greatly relieved.

i Then fGllOWﬁLEﬁPiﬂuﬂ cormonts on large and small NLC.
The following diagram thon appears 3

e

 ARASHI =

U TNAZULA |
500 = 600 (cannot rceoncile)

( e |
U IS0 NANI ‘1} ASASHIO

AYATOZAN MARU (2) -
/ about 2,000 metres.,

e e—

et
(COMMIZNT ¢ The names -above are. of four destroyers and one transport,
Lircruft sightings indicated that four destroyers only were
obsoxved, and other captured. documents show that landings werg

mada from destroyers. It 1s cofisidered that the vessels dld

not include the transport.) . h :

ASASHIO 2300 Depart (30 NOV) Sl |

its on board Inf Bdo HQ (107 ‘Inf Bdo, YAMAGATA)
170 Inf Bn HQ

~II 170 Inf Mtn Arty (Wormal inf regt arty)

(COMMENT : The 170 Inf Regt comprises pagt;uf 107 Inf Dde which
in conjunction with the knowledge that reinforcements from the

VAMAGATA Bde were expected, suggests 107 Inf Bde 1s YAMAGATA Bde).

= -
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DEGC” &+ 0800 Spot cnemy planes 3

1255 BEnemy air raid :

1335 " " | I Bl .'.

Gne of our planes shot down. : =

1418 A3 of our PIANSS . ¢ o jal, ; 3

(COLMEND v Four dEStPGYBPS:nDPth*Gf BUNA were atﬁ&ckéﬁﬁl DEC) . _

DEC 2 0200 In the region SE of the mouth of the XUNUSL land 1n
' face of the enemy. Immediategly enter the jungle avoiding

the enemy bombers, and make preparation for battle under
- - Bdé Battlc Comd Post. : Rt B

(CQMﬁEﬁT'} Unopposed landing took place between KUNMUSI and AMBOGA

Rivers at unidentified point; not. attaecked by aircraft).

DEC 6 At Bloﬁ,darriedgﬁﬁt fiﬁf&é'ﬂijﬁt raid agalnst enemy at GONA
.o in rain. Spent same night in jungle and "in, carly riornin;
SDEC~7 Although the eﬂémy atbacks frdﬁ;ﬁbnut_@gbn,_we counter-

A attackad.' e 0 B _ baet
itGQMMEHT :10ur,ﬁaﬁfblisent'tb invﬁﬂtigate party of J@?s AMEO GA
‘River area 4 DEC inflicted 20 casualtiss; another party attacked
by the enemy night 6/7 sustained casualties) . SR
ORDERS .

No 12 Coy is to make secure the position of the Cﬂgféfﬁpuhded

and “thenceforth is to. pré&pare for an advance along the coastal

I‘Daﬂ- 3 Z _ | _ >, R s - Ga e |

P \ No.ll Coy 1s to consolldate the present river position (AMBOGA
River) and with one section is to occupy the small willage forward
|\ (mast of river routh). L I - | |
] INOUE Pl Gf"ﬁﬁ lﬁ Coy 1is to ‘take Gver”thé pa trolling frqm,Hd_ll
Coy and thenceforth 1s to move with the Bn HQ.
: No 10 Coy W0 IHOUE |
No 11 Coy Lieut KAWASAKI = Syt b
ond Lieut WoddEs i UYi==" T £ Ly :

No lzpcn?-ﬁnd”tiEuﬁIOi e S S ﬁvn?  b “_jjgi. #
MG v ATIbHE SORR0eob BT IV G lgnase tNE L0, S
7 o 2Rd Liout HAMAGRA~- """\ o sf 35 -8 o ol

HQ Bn.. ‘Liout NAGAFUNE Vi | o

R &, ':‘:"‘41 = : ) {

NO KAWAGUCHI | Lo,

— (COMMENT : Reference to 10, 11 and 12 goysiindicates the forcg

landed to be 3 Bn:170 Regt and with all coyss e gl i

(Leaving 11 Coy to consollidate, t@ﬂ;rﬁmﬂindﬁﬁiﬂfltEQJBQ-.-

advanced along coBai. Yo FEHL SRR ek Dt ) e

oy V008 WA= R e _1 * e e 1 Ardogh:’
DEC S;Enamyliggg_ a5 |
i bl £ o L A
"' (Coastal watch <2 persons
" " 2 persons (killed)
(COMMENT ¢ Two allied coast watchers killed).
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_._—-——-—-""'I-—__- = —
= ' C‘(Jh._
No.l2 Coy Casualties as at 9 Decr:
GE_ = A Landed 283
/3 Killed 39
- Wounded 52

| Present strongth 192

\_"‘u

a’fﬂ ((COMMENT: Original strength of coy in conjunction with
the previous information and the approximate number of
troops that can be carried on a destroyer indicates the
bn as full strength and plus rcgtl arty and Bde HQ an
estimated strength of 1000 on the destroyers. Except
for period BSIQIJE tu 0040L/2 the convoy was observed
and attacked whilst off the coast on night 1/2 Dec, so
that it 1s probable that only part of the bn got ashore.
From sightlings of landlng craft made that night and from
the roles of &0 and 11 coys &n? *ho laeck »~f details of
thelr strengths, it is thought that total landed would
not exceed 500,

On 8/9 Dec we inflicted 21 casualties

(incl 3 PsW).

Estimated strength of force 9 Dec = 409 ))

LY

Dec 11 1435 hrs
Wounded 6 Killed 1 (No 11 Coy)
" 3 " 1 (MG)
Badly wounded 4 Slightly wounded 5

(( COMMENT: On 11 Dec we despatched a stronger
force and attacked the enemy who had occupied hastily

prepared positions, The above figures show 9
wounded 2 killed.,

Bstimated strength of force at 1l Dec -~ 398

Own troops report on 12 Dec in the
AVBQGA area 1l casualties were inflicted on the

eneny and further fightlng took place 13 Dec.

Estimated strength of NANKAI dct in the
KULIUSI - OPI area at 13 Dec - 20C at least

Estimated strength ALMBOGA force at 13 Dec ~ 390 maximum
(Not including possible casualties 13 Dec)

Total strength KUMUSI -~ AMBOGA area - 600 ”

—» BXTRACTS FROM CAPTURED DOCUMENTS TAKEN FROM LT-COL
- AND OTHER OFFRS Klld aF leoNg Veid ACE By X5Hud ] fa

Please extract page 3 and substitute thils page.

No.5 Military Taﬁagraphical Matter - BUNA area sub=para
GENERAL COMMENT "landed the bn of 170 Regt" should read

"landed part of bn of 170 Regt. "The above, in
conjunctlon with the latest ldentification that the .."
should read'with the latest sugsestion that the..."
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SEISAN REPORT 10. 3
INFORIATION REPORT NO. 1.
YAMAMGATA Butai H) at RABAUL.
<7 NOV 42

No 1. ZNEMY'S SITUATION.

1. Summary

The cnemy's land forces taking advantage of our army's
reversals is advancing and from the beginning of this month
have penctrated, and now face BUNA, GIRUWA and 3ASARUL . They
arc at close grips with our forces and arc persistently carry-
ing out small attacks. Further the cneny air force having
cstablished air superiority arc daily bombing and strafinz our
army bases. Taking advantage of this they seem to bo making a
determined effort to cause our troops to rotire from the
vicinlty of BASABUA and BUNA.

However 1t can be presumcd that the enemy is having
difficulty with 1tfs rear supplies and is suffering from
exhaustion. (Ref lMap 1). |

O Eﬂﬁﬁmaqﬂ of eneny strength :

e

(a) MORISBY Arca:
According to PW there are approx 20 - 80,000 troops in
3 this area. ——(Validity classed B).
However up to the present the following has been ascertain-
ed . - -t
One Div under the comd of Lt-Gen ROWELL
8 Bde
2l Bde (14-16-27 Bn)
22 Bde (39-49-53 Bn)
PIB =

The 8 Bde has been dealt a severe blow by our troeops and it
can be estimated that the total strength of the div is less than
10,000. Moreover there are as attached Units American ground
troops, and Marines numbering 1 - 20600. There arc further,
mortars, I'd and Mtn Arty, AA (large), large calibre coastal
guns (2 guns), small tanks, motor vehicles, cte in suitablc
quantities.

Further there has been reported the existence of a W
SOUTH WALES Bde, however the authenticity of this is doubtful.

(b) BASABUA - BUNA Frontg

' Detalls of enemy strength on thesec fronts is not known,
however it can be estimated as follows :
BASABUA Pront approx 300 Australians

GIRUWA Front o 1000 L
BUNA Front American troops (inel parachute Unit and native troops)

about 1 Bn 1,200.
The enciry in the surrounding areas has shown signs of
Increasing its strength recently on the BASABUA, GIRUWA and
BUNA fronts and already has constructed a telephon¢ system and in
thukSOPUTA srea many natives are being employed in billeting
work,
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Supplies are as follows _ -
According to P.W. |

(a) 4bout 2,000 enemy troops advanced northwards over the
two days 18 - 19 MOV from POPONDETTA South West of SOPUTA
(without guns) but with 10 days food supply, however whether
theirbobjective is GIRUWA or ‘BASABUL is not clean.

(b) Tfurther according to another P.W. the 20 Bde (does 1t
corprise the strength in the BASABUA. GIRUVA area?) although
they are without any guns, between 4 - 5000 troops are
reported to be ecoming (19/11). | :

Iranslator's Comment:(19/11 may refer to date of troops
arrival or the date of interrosation of P.W.

: -\

(c) Patlents on road KOKODA - GIRUWA -are not being sent back
but are being sent forward, however i: has<been observed that

8 basc 1s not being established in the BUNA area.

(d) On the.nizht of the 22 WOV the enemy on the DASABUA

front opened a brisk attack, and on the GIRUWA front also

100 odd encriy troons approached the North West tip but did

not attack., Several tens of the enemy penetrated our position
resulting in hand to hand fighting. By this risk change

1t can be conjoctured when you read this in conjunction with
previous-roeports that the enemy!'s strength. in this area has been
reinforced. -

(e) On the 15 NOV one transport ship arrived at the sast
coast of NEW GUINE4A to reinforec the BUNA ared.

*he next day 16th, 6 transports approached sane area -but
were spotted by our Naval aAlr Unilts and of them five were
sunk and the others narrowly-oscaped and landed 1%ts troops
and so reinforced BUNA aresa.,

(f) There are indications of the snemy tranaferring troops fron
the GIRUWA front to the BUNA front (27/11).

d. Situation of enems -Air Force.

The cneryy as befors has alr superilority in the NEW
GULNEA Area and 1s dailly very active in bormbing our basss in
the BUNA and GIRUVA regilons.

(1) Types of &ircraft

The types of enepy alrcraft which are seen. I theé aaid
arca can be classifiied as follows | Rt 355 1
() Bonbers .: =BOBING - B17 Fone]
LARTIN - B 26 A
Horth American-B 25
DGUGIJ;E. =z .!t}. 20

(b) Fighters BELL -~ P 39 (Large quantity)
CURLISS =-.P. 40 © S Za
-HOCKHEED - P 38
Bristol Beoaufighters
Coment: BRISTOL BEAUPLIGHTIRS made their initial appearance
on the 17th SEP and are heavy fighters of English mesnufacture
however their capabilities are not very gresat.
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2. Enemy alr Dascs.

- | (a) MORZESBY A7EA (Refer llap)
KITh KILA Drone

0ld S

No 1 L

Wo 2 i

o 3 5

New (North)"

(b) Bastern New Guineca.

GILI GILI Drome -. )} South Zast of
i o nearby drome (RABI Dromue) BUIA .~

Drome about 12% mls 8% of BUNA. |

| Recently spotted. HName unknown (TMO - GUUUNDA -

i _ D BODURL )

"\-‘; -

(c) HORN ISLAND.
. Northern tip of sustralis
No 32 Alr PFleet

-
3, Fighting Methods.
Enamﬁ planes for the most part whecn attacking do a

lef't hand roll of which they make a speciality, accordingly
if care 1s excrcised in avoiding this speclal stunt you

arc¢ able to avoid damage.

4, Strength

The total strength of the enemy alr Force cannot -
at present be accurately estimated.

4. The encry's usual Cighting methods.

Tn reference to the aAmerican army's usual fighting methods
1t is accor”ing to the booklet ( (GA) Island American sarmy
Combat Infiij, dlstributed on the <24 NOV.

Further with regard to the fishting methods of the
hustralia. army 1t is as according to lNos 1 and 2 of the
Int Reports specially issued. However somc supplementary
information on their usual necthods of fighting 1ls as
follows

(a)The enemy is a slow firor, but is skilful in eovering
jungle roads and precipices - he also firesand throws
renades at close rango.

(b? He ‘is fond of using hand grenades

(¢) The eneny's fighting spirit 1ls unexpectedly intense.
e docs not retreat in single firin: combat howsver on
being charged he will flec.

(d) At a point approx 1 kilom toe the front of thelr
positions are scouts who when attacked usually flee
immediately.

(e) Znemy foot patrols usually operate 2 - 300 metrcs to
thoe left and right forward and rear of their positions.
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No. 2 Situation of our {Jap) Ups. —

The NaANKAI Det.

At the end of Jhly the YOROYAks adv Unit (based on 15 Ps Iaf Bn)
landed the vicinity of BUNA and the main forue willeh advanced

to KOKODA, together with an adv unit whivh landed in the vieinity
of BUNA on the 18 Aug came under btie one comd and coimenced ops
for the advance on PIRT WWKESBY.

The eneny was defeated everywinere in the STAlLEY Ranges &and
on the 16 Sep our adv tps ovcupied IJIRIBAlla. In conjunction with
orders for withdrawing brought about by general conditions at the
end of Sep & temporary adjustrient of the position was wade and on
abbout 5 Ovt the main foree took up posm in the KUKJDA erea rforming
the STANLEY Dev, Apart from IJRa stands were made at sucuessive
bases., The YalisMoTO Butal under the comd of the YIrO¥alh Butal
corid was engaged in making secure tile BUlla area and tie YJhJYaMA
Butai was engaged in making  secvure the GIRUWa and BaSaBUs areas.

(CALENT. A Signal message captured GONa 8 Dec siowed
thet Maj YaMali0TO (rd constr unit) was in charge &t BaSa and wader
cond of Col YIKJIYala(engrs) wio was 2% GOlA),

The Det H(G and the main strengto of the TaZalis Butal are
at presemt engaged advancing aorthwards towards the river nouth
along the left bank region of the KUMUSLI River.

\CALENT . The reference to the NANKAL det and Yadalia unit
(41 regt) as advaucing northwards along the LUMUSI River 1s
retiier interesting in comperisén with other aeutions of the

| YAZAWA unit,) . : -

| | (&) a sketeh map vaptured in the GIla area

| 8 Dec showing the composition of the cnemy:Torce in defenec &t the

| junction of the C-PE KITLERTUN &nd SIPUTA-SallaNalDs rd on the

20 Nov includes the Yadalian tmit. | |

| (b) Ref pare I page 1 of these triusglations,

f dated 28 NOV. nFor the §00 personncl widch comprises the pain
strength of .the YaZalin univ, which ls wuithdrawing from the Tegion
of the KUMUSI River"®

The reneinder of the message indicates that
the weepons ete reguested would be delivered 8% GIRUWs 2nd .the
infercnee is that the YeZoiwa unit would be in that =rea &S
confirmed by (&) above.

i ~ (¢) Ref:nep att, showing the mein strength ol
the NANKAT det as in the KUMUSI River eree on 26 liov, it will be
notived that no rceference is made o the Yalalw unit.

In both the para in guestion end sub pare (b)
the refercnce made has becn the main body of the Valals uni®
as being in caeh area, and &8 van bec seen by the strength of the
YaZale unit (SallulNalDa area) In conjunction with the knowa
cngazgenents this unit hes perticipated in, the® 1t is not feasible
for the main body to be in vhe ULUSI River arca. In any casc the
figure for the Japanesc forve this area is approx 20J0)

_—

The sir Force which consists only of our Naval
Flying units is &% present hesed on LB belng reinly engeged @n
recee and ‘bombing of cmeny land tps @&s Well &s CO—~operating with
our lend units,. However &t the present moment thc alir superiorlty
js'in"the hands of the enewy. . |
| 9" - COMMENT. ~In refercnce to the nir Forve the
following pencil note eppesrs 7 Tighters © bombers

No.3 lMilitary Topographicel Mebter - BUNs aTea .

1 Roads. | X
Roads arc spceial eneny bombing objeetives tiaerefore 1t 18
imper.tive th&ét you do not concentraete on roads.

(e) Coastal roads nay be used by foot soldiers except during

1 VY Yalils n o)

(b) The road between BuS=BUs znd SOPUTw. wes previously & mo tox
road but at the present time thicre &Ic plages wherc it 1s under
wicter breast high (width of ro=d &ppProx & netres)
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ey
L -
(¢) The road betwcen GIRUlA 11d SUPUTa is usuclly & mobtor xoad )
£ however when it is roining it is inpossiblc tO pass, further

- 1¢ cneny's bombings &IC NUNICTOUS. ; y Lo,

(d) The rocd-~SO0PUTL~-BUNa i1s for tuc gresucr part guod «nd 1is
scrvicecble for motor vehicles (velidity rated B)
2. JUNGLE
y The cocst in the BUN. arca has & sentinuous .goeonut trec belt

of = width cbout 50 nctres, howcver inlond it is junglec, TFurthcr
~1though it is c¢alled jungle, foot Troops «I'c zblc to pass through
ce.sily.. 1T is.*eal%yfwh;tqwu understand by junglc, but rathcr 1t
is & tropieal forest.iii ;

As belts of coconut brees are spoeial bomhing t-rgcts of thc
cncny, when sclceting sitcs for ¢enping and as duiaps oY supplics

it.is nceessiry that thc jungle be usecd.

, Further when in the jungle as it is diffieult to dctermine
oncs bearing it is ncucssary (0 BAITY & UOLIP&SS. S

The trces wrc usually sbout 20 netres high and lcss than
20 conti-nctres in disneter._ .Theése tropical btrees are -suitable for
cohecalucnt: However as there arce pliccs wicre there #rc¢ no
trcos it is esscntial to be uvareful As such beeonic CnCLy bornibing
objcetives.

Furtincr, in the Jjungle thaerc arc cxtrercely nuilicrous SWelips.

3. RIVIRS

The condition of the rivers in the places we have ocvupicd
arc as follows: -

MUSs River East - Norwn,.
Tts sourcc is in the North West in thc JVaRLIA Mountain Trangc.
nh first it flows South mast a2nd then North East.

KUMUSI River
Northern Part. Tts source is in the OVaRabl. riounta ins
where it flows llorth. Ships with a draught ol over 8 mebPes ——
heve difriculty in passing; Hes bccn it vigated up to 5O milcs.
Mo JBLR B R ivex
Northecrn Pert. ics its sourcc in the QWEN STLILEY I'ngce

end flows rouglily North Easb.

GIR.. River,
Northern Paxrt, Tts source is in thc LIBERT EDWeRD Range
~nd flows roughly North East into thc sea. Movig--tionm for
sri2ll crafy possiblc for 40 ncutical nilcs.

The water in this region is generclly foul. Unlcss it is boiled
it is =bsvlutcly unsuitchle for drinking. mlthough it is well
water if you wipe Phe body with some it will result in skin
cruptions, 2 watcr filter is ncecssary.

G FRAL COLMIONT The information contiined in these cnd other
doouricnts cppecrs to indiccte o clionge in policy, end probably
coraiind of the foreps u This arec.

isn operation order of the "Shore Garrison
Force", capturcd at BUN. & DeC is sceording to the orders of the
v.11.GaTs Unit &nd nention is nade of part of this force tu land
29 Nov, There is no information to suggest tatt a landing was
cerried out 29 Nov and the attauipted landing 28 Nov was Tfrustrated
duc to the activity of our circeraft.

furthermore it is suggested that the
dcstroyers sighted night 1/2 Dec did noy attenpt O 1and
reinforecncnts but brought wecpons, amnunition et to BUMa =nd
lended tae bn of 170 Regt in the KUMUSI-aliBdGus arca oS sciicduled,
with the intention of weakening our strength in thc GONa-BaSa Sres.

!... }..g

i -l
Los W= - i A R

L § -
= L " I
A vl : R L JSECSHE ¥ A
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The following extract from @ veptured diary is an indic: oh

of probable chinges: J

"I an sorry for iia j=Gen HIRII «nd staff Officer Talinbea . Heur
tilk of the voning of Lt-Gen IMLdiURa'S snriy™

Tha dhavuJ in panJunutiun with the latest identification thad
IIGHTEENTH .RMY isuow cvontrolling the forcves in NIV GUINE., the
&tt Qogunent "Eneny Inforunation” by VallaGailu Bde Hf ond tue
. réfeorence "acvvording to the YulaGaTa Oporation -ordsrsY suggests thc
corvender of this bde (pornally 2 Maj=-Gen) possibly ndw co.iwnds the

forecs %lils &rea. s
.-"‘f .
Aﬁ‘jg-\{ ~

Lt-Col
GS I NIGF

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1022987



LITERAL TRANSLATI/ION OF JVAPLANESE DOCUMENT CARALT7TULEL [)DETC 42

Mim SHren S * A
NANKAr DET .

e

_"-_-I?‘//,/U £ R
!
— i

Csacars

O
SAGERT

ENEMY S17 HMAp - BUNA FRONT
26 Moy 42

-
AKURENA DA

L As rransport +o recr oreos
a{f'ﬁﬁiﬂﬁfﬁ, J‘ﬂ,b,b)“;éﬁ Sent by Arr.

2. Fnerv bos rtoblisheo!
M > d esFtoblirsne
< AR AT 7Ef-:p£an£ ..S'y.r?'iﬂm CGlRun/A -
BASA BUA Veainits,
BRI ¥
/ S Hoz éheer;u GbS'ErFE::}" ﬁ%tﬂ?“

(GGIR DA ~ GASA ByA Sreas

AMER I Can
o TS |
J.-‘ . IDF'S TMMSFGETE
Sonac (1671 )
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1.~ ALL|EpD POSHS

v S mMorog RoAan,

/ HORSE 7TRACK !

)( ENEA ¥ .ﬂﬂﬁdﬂ;ﬁg
OCSsECTIVES, |

I

&)

ORO BAy
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LITERAL TRANSLATION CF JAPANESE
DOCCUMENT = CALTURED 7/ DEC 42

DROMES AMo ,51/4 BOSNS MORLSEBY ALL4

N r’"
NG 2 LROME \ -y TORKOKODA

10 AfA

i CLD DROME

2N

&GS/ - MG F.
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