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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
#  Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs.,
| and the Stafl Manual respectively. Title pages i

will be prepared in manuscript.

i

Place Date Hour

WAR DIARY
or
-INTELHIGENCE —SUMMARY —

(Erase heading not required).

Part II.

Summary of Events and Information

Army Form C.2118.
2/8 Bn. |

emarks an
references to
Appendices

1L
L

ATN EL GAZATA
rch Ist

— 0630

I430hrs

0930hirs Coy Parades.

It Col Mitchell detached from this Unit. +to I9th Inf Bde
temporarily to act as Brig. Major Key commands Q/B Bn during

Gol Mgtenel}g 2Resness s,

s Parties are sent to Aerodrome and near vicinity to collect
ood and other material useful for building purposes. Enough
terials were collected from Italian Billetts allowing several
nildings to be errected in the Bn area. The weather was very
reliable and threatening,and personnel were selected for
uilding suitable offices.

Issue of new uniforms to C QM Ss in lieu of old uniforms
which were collected under Coy arrangements.

Weaither Windy and raining.
March 2nd

0830 hrs Church Parade cancelled owing to weather being very
Eiaak and cloudy. Bn rests. Details of N C O course (cadre)
o commence 4th Maxrch .

I700hrs General situation unchanged.

Personnel continue to work on buildings.

!=

Targets are built and errected on beach. Coys practice *
oth rifle and bren firxe.

Weather Rain has disanpeared and in its place dust storms were

prevalent.

General situation remains unchanged.
l

| __largh 41;11

|

|
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Officers of this Unit leave to visit the Battlefield at TOBR-
~ | 6H and review the part played by Coys during the battle.
' D Coy move to the Battlefield by M T and rkenact their part of
the attack.
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WAR DIARY Army Form C.2118.
Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence |

i .
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Part II. mmw 2/8 Bn
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages | . _L'

will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not required).
: Remarks anc
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
Appendices
__AI_H EL GAZALA

March 4th (continued) |
_—0900%3. Cadre course for W C Os commences. - |
S

Return of parties from TOBRUCH.
Wealther. Wind died down a little during the day. Warm and cloudy, |

March 5th
m D Coy leaves for DERNA to act as Garrison for a period of
nine days.,

1 0800hrs Party of Officers agaimmaevisit Battlefield at TOBRUCH, |
' 0900hrs Warning issued to the Bn at large that casualties ocourred |
| in nearby Units from Thermos Bombs buried in the sand. The
areas concerned in the warning were flagged off,

LI00hrs Bde issue warning that our transport will Transport the B
| 20th Bde to BEN GHASI on March 6th

Weather Calm. St

b

March 6th
0650hrs Bn MT moves to transport the 20th Bde,
VI00hrs N C Os. course continues.

Neather olight wind and waim.

__IL700hrB, Owing to transport difficulties the Beer issue i b5 7.5.5.1 i
stopped for the night. 1 B

March Ttk
IQOOhr Coy parades.

M, Swimming and sports on football ground built b
 Weathbr Warm ,cloudless skies. . i

Generalvsituation unchanged.

Maxre
=

8th
| | 0'9'0'0%5 2 men from each Coy to be trained i '
| ‘duties by the R M 0. 5 s byt s e

;___I?O@T)h:rs. Situation unchanged. Weather Fine =nd warm.
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
. Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Part II.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages

will be prepared in manuscript.

Place

Date

Hour

Summary of Events and Information

AIN EL GAZATLA,

Army Form C.2118.

Remarks and
references to
Appendices

rch 9%
Mﬂﬁ3ﬂhﬁ:‘ﬂ Unit ChurchParade. Bn rests for remainder of morning.

March

= .

h 12

Mare
|
|

ch 1

March IOth

~ Coy Football Matches are arranged and Tug-of-war. Swimming

Weather Fine and warm.

0900hrs General situation unchanged. Routine training morning.

IIth

e

0900

il

Afternoon Spowts.

|
h.'lrs. Routine training.

‘Message received from Bde and movement order Ye move to

Situation unchanged.,

th

'0900Hrs Generally unchanged situation.,
S Bn transport returns from transporting the 20th Bde %o

N GHASI. Transport were subjected to one Air Raid during IX
journey. No casualties in this Unit.

Iﬁﬂﬂﬁ D Coy return from Garrison duties in DERNA.

0300hrs. Unidentified plane flew low over Bn Area and fired two

lo bursts of M G. No casualties although two trucks off

‘A S C were considerably <damaged.,
950hrs. Coys clean area and prepare for move to Mppaa MATRUH.

9)
IIDO&. Arrival of A S C vehicles for transporting Bn to MATRUH,
e Sports. Weather: Fine and warm. Dust S+orms in evening.

March |
Lol {388 rs. Advance and Recce party consisting of Ma

jor Capes(2i/e¢
and other Officers leave by M § for MERSA B%IATHUH? Réma{nc'{er

| of EIth !gre ares to move as a main body*

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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2/8 Bn A I F

WAR DIARY Army Form C.2118.

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence or | 2/8 Bn.

~ Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Part II.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages

INTBLUGENCE SUMMARY.

will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not required).
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
Appendices
AIN EL GAZALA J
_March |T4th |(continued) _0700hrs Main Body of Bn moves midst 2 violent
dust and sand storm., Visilbility very poor almost nil.
This causing frequent halts and several breakdowns., Owing
to these conditions the Bn did not cover scheduled mileage.,
I600hrs Bn halts for night at a#roe 6wmls, Bash 4 St or const Aeudo
Wind,dust and sand still blowing. Advance party make
exceilent time and decide to go through to MERSA MATRUH
that night.
March T th! !
060 Se Reveille and Breakfast |
'Se Bn embusses and resume journey to MERSA MATRUH. The |
wind practically diminished completely. Bn make good time
considering and travel with little wind and sun.
Halt for Tunch, .
Bn halts for the night E(t.'nm# W”'W"" Bo ek ”'"”? Maheids .
March |[I6th
EGYPT. 0600hrs. ./ge;;ille.
S — Se oniference of Coy 2/¢ and ) ]
Billetts at MATRUH. A S s |
MERSA MATRUH. Bn arrives at MERSA MATRUH. lMove into the MATRUH
gyptian Barracks. Brens mounted on roofs as As As
1400h¥s. Thompson M G. guns issued to each Gogx. |
Wezther, "Weather: Fine. |

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

|
M&rdhiljtg

Training is continued according to syllabus. Bn has

630%53 Reviéille. 0730hrsBreakfast. 0900hrsCoy Parades.
]

aompson M G. Coys went to
ngthe sand dunes WEST

ST 000w,

| Weather: Slight wind ,sunny.
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A.lLLF. Form C2118A

WAR DIARY

For material required, see F.8.R. Vol. 1, Seec. 174

(RENDER UNDER SECRET COVER)

UNIT_2/8 Bn.

O

!

| reh 0900hrs. L.A.D. begins
ransporte.
09%30hrs N.C.Os.
T A-Tk bombs with gelignite
' TInter Coy Sports in Aftermoon.

Generz1l Situation unchanged.

March gSth :
s. Issue of Anti-gas equipment.

Routine training. General situation unchanged

|
ggrch‘Eth
Reinforcments drafted to Coys.
gg; Throughout the day the Bn parading in CoyS

Rnutme tmmmg details an& mfﬁrmatmn given in Casualiy B.etnrm are \GT requtreﬂ

SUMMARY OF EVENTS

overhaul of Bn |

and empty jam tins.

REFERENCES TO
APPENDICES

receive instructions in the manufacturing

Reinforcments Approx IO0 stronggjoin the Bn
at I900hrs. Many of these men were battle
casualties coming back from hospital.
Situation unchanged.

pass through = Gas chamber and have their respiraturs

tested.
General situation unchanged.

The Beer issue of one bottle par-day through

Bn arrangements is proving satisfactory.

March 2Ist

0900
I90

900hrs

1

R

Se

‘ Ats) ob B inPBAC A athemmoon. q_

Bn Route March. Afternoon:Inter Coy Sports. !
Grenade hidden in a Bonfire of rubbis'h |
exploded causing two casualties. |
Reinforcements undergo medical examination
aftemoon.

General situation remains unchanged.

i
March for one hour at least. Sports as usuai

1

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

:1;1'1

Rbutine Training parades:consisting of a Route

'*“HLuﬂudcﬁ%ﬁdh;. betbehso, [inten

C.0.'s REPORT AND COMMENTS ON MONTH
(On Oparatmnﬁ Equipment, anamﬂnr H&a!th Adm.mlstra.tmn etu}

e —

e

Sionature sk ol S SRS el
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HHMA%I};H .......... MonTH | A.l.LF. FOrRM C 2118A WAR D IARY (RENDER UNDER SECRET COVER) UNIT?/SBH'

,,,,,,,, Ig_q'IYEiR For material required, see F.8.R. Vol. 1, See. 174
PLAGE | DATE } SUMMAGRY OF EVENTS REFERENCES TO 1 C.0.’s REPORT AND COMMENTS ON MONTH
Routine training details and information given in Casualty Returns are If-DT r&qmmd APPENDICES {On Op-aru.t:{ma Lqmpmaub Movement, H&alth A&mlmsbmm on. etﬂ}

e e | TEEET = T -t — = e mm—  — —

231"!1 ' I000hrs  Transport moves out of Camp to ALEXANDRIA.
~ Movement Order issued re move to embarkation
point. I O. moves with advance party for REGC‘F‘
purposesé G, AV BRIND &

Bn cleans up area thwroughly and rests for
remainder of day. Prepares to move the following :
morning to MERSA MATRUH Station (as per movs men't
order).
| Weather:Warm and Fine. |
24t 0830hrs Bn embusse

| entrains . '
, 2000hrs Bn detrain at Bo~6i1 station. Bn ma.rch

with complete Kit two miles to Bn Area at AMIHYA.
'Tea 1is issued but no meal.

251:11: |
0850hrs. Roving Patrols and A.A. mounted. Those not |

| regquired for duty rest. Leave schedule to mmx‘t
| ALEXANDRIA issued,

Weather:Hot and dusty. Personnel who did nn't

r?_ggiva Ki'tba s at MERSA MATRUH ,due to 'bhemf
en route receive same.

. |

26th| 0700hrs. Most of Bn go on leave(two days) |
only essential duties remaining in _camp. |
Weather:Warm and Fine. ‘

27th| Situation unchanged.

Ny 28th| Bn on leave. 0900hrs Advance party and A.A. |

guard leave for wharf and boat at ALEXANDRIA
. General situation unchanged.

29th  Leave schedule finishes. preparations are made
for Boat Trip.

g .
A150 Mob Print Sec AIF—25M—441—G. 619?1&#'”? e
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- HEAROH:-
T4

MoONTH | A.l.F. ForM C 21i8A WAR DIARY

__YRAR g For material reguired, see F.8.R. Vol. 1, See. 174

(RENDER UNDER SECRET COVER)

I S R O T S 0 T - e - A b e =i - B

PLACKE

DATE ‘

SUMMARY OF EVENTS
Rﬂutme training details and information given in Casualty Returns are NOT reqmrad

REFERENCES TO
ATPENDICES

301t

:tu the Bost.

Is

_0500hrs Reveille. 0600hrs Breakfast.-

L

e ——

| train.

' 6I9 O Rs. Balance of Unit travelling by M T

I400hrs. Bn Parade for presen'batinn of
Decorations and awards won in LIBYA. March

past C.0,
Final preparations made for the morning move

As per movement order.

Bn moves down to AMIRYA Station and await for

0700hrs. Bn entrains at AMIRYA station for ALEX.

TI000hrs. Bn arrives at ALEXANDRIA Wharf and
“detrain. This movement was carried with great

organisation. This Unit then embarked on H.M.T,
PENNLAND. To travel to GREECE. The Boat draws

out to t rbo d drops anchor for the
nigh-b ﬂ% r%reng ﬂnugﬂa:% 29 0 iﬁEI‘B and .F

Convoy 4 Officers =ndIOI O Rs.

A150 Mob Print Sec AIF—25M—4/41—-G.
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Signature. ..

C.0.’s REPORT AND COMMENTS ON MONTH
(On Operations, Lqmpmanl; Murﬂmmlt Health, Admmmtmtmn etn}

— L —
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yuL 221041/% BN A-1.f. WAR DIARY APRIL [0 | Army Form C.2118

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligen

Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Part II. N T.1.1 \ IO CTITNIMADN
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages AN TLLL O OUIVIVIAR |
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not required).
Place Date Hour | Summary of Events and Information r:fl:;rﬁail
i Appendices
—— »
[N’D”_'_ . Jocument's and records Cavering oberations of /5 8n. A-L.F. In GREECE durnn g
Bfn (9.1 were lost ‘ihen COSTA RICA was Sunk off GREEce. durning wacuotion fpr27 0
Thig A'ﬂf\fohWForﬂaIIE ttm[:aﬂecl Frcm note boo Ks ard a (M dﬂcun-«mﬁ‘rg Carried on the
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. el eg'
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Whew the diary was compiled o ap. Lo *W",f‘i Mo j {
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Int
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs. ,Part II
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages

'1:41\.

Z/gﬂﬂ- A.1.F. WAR DIARY APRIL 194

[ ] ] i . ]
.l :-h:ql"‘l'_rlﬂﬁ I-"I_"h'l"lllllﬂr*‘ -

will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not required). 2
wemarks and
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
| Appendices
ATHens | T afR| 1280 | CO.leaves with Brig. bouwnd for LARSSA by MmiT. o Leave party fo Afhens 0 Tropical it
* | 4800.| returned to @M o Anh - gas Capes ¢ clothina issueel. 19oohes —Ady vio T lolel Aucpole for movel ordento
ATHENS |6 APR | | News that SE@menlyY ond GREECE are ot War o Fighting on BULGARIM frowhier 6 Patriehic Povades in Atlunlss
| “1%00 | By . leaves DAOCHN! | M. T and qees tz RouF stotion o Entraned 1n Geods Frain @ 4l mewn per truck. Se |
1 ; 1630 | fruck fléors covered by wot tare 360 hre fraun deparfso Men ¥ equipt crowd frueks so that flare (S htHe chaadce of sleepeo
LARISSA |7 APR. toeo | Mawm bedy Grrives LBRISSAH 200 miles frown ATHENS © Muq of tea at station 0 Begn warch thro LaRissA fewnp
= Iwkith 15 wreciled bthaﬁ,wm, Yo raldse Thusdersform S dpwnpout 0 Wet Threugh before r;&d\_nq__*- _EpsT edge Of .'tb_tsl_ﬁtis
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_ [ j3hpegeee ~ATHGNS § HEET]
ki i TYRNAVES On TIMARESIOS R.  More than 0o men ..ﬂf.&;i&d b..\[_!ﬂtt; of .Fr_hiﬁh_lr_t_'fm_1v’}{_!-riﬁ+f'_ﬂq n_merning v eottion Son drop out APPX. L]
See tNO's Repert
A —{en march.  awd pueied up lafor o Q@w has hot mead rea dy 6 Wash in fiver geood veviver o L ek .3
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E q mPr o300 | Bipprod — Ipl' breks uu!: By M-T,_decdeels on read choKed ttqm.u.ﬁglhw wath T E(;.; t gung (some qua'-ﬁinglgmha'i‘ _
X ———e — Tﬁ“’dﬁ Ula M'I“_”LM&L&__LUHW blmd—mw&_mq_gﬁdﬁi h:‘ rbgﬁ:'l"inh H*H- ﬂ'E. ﬁmﬂmhﬂe__ﬁmiﬁﬁ"[j‘ﬁq 5 i
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NERon
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L4

ing War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Part II.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript. |

S

2/¢ BN. A-I-F. . WAR DIARY P PRIL (04 ]
g

Army Form C.2118.

Lemarks and

Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
' Z Appendices
e iotﬁ |Steep © Cacriers assict CO. v @y (omds 1n meee © Mien carty gear v 1oole over hills for up fs | mile T commence |
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligen

Summaries are contained in F.S. Re&?_
and the Staff Manual respectively
will be prepared in manuscript.

Part II
itle pages

(Erase heading not required).

Army Form C.2118 ~

Remarks and
Place fiaie 1 T Summary of Events and Information fif;’gﬁ::
VEVE  [l1Ape | ©720 | Enemy attempls to d1@ n in frenf of C Cov g By ancl push_fud © Repelled by B L0062 torfare
L | Enesny tadles aduontage of snsw fo move up info dead Grounds diqin cluring day o > R T2
E | 16 | 1 Pl moues fo leftr flanx Pos tion —— TWo'prevent infiltration in Snow *darivess, C©: ques occler that befuwees
AT S - R S e S S S R S R R S s e
EEAPR | 2loo | AtfaciC on € Ceq repulsed ¢ ptfociis en bls . D Coy repulsesd at ntervels durung nighbe “1o*305 Wil oTwnit oreredt
L BpR | O30 | w v v oM " ® Twe priseners Jfeses AbOE MITLER rest, fadltne Both wounded © Our frooks very i;.::,:f:;r:u';g,
e 1 S housted with cliwbing . digging , Caxrying | % laci of sleep ¢ Sneww twaT groumd Mcvcases Leariness o | 7
6520 Ptocks mm g, O Coyc beqin. E FOR, |
L o L T4 Pl ever-cun =Liewt Oldlield weundeed - Frimm.l_q_r.ufw part- of pl- wounded 1Glied or mhﬁared & DETAIL :
- 2 | Moo | Rongers (KRR's) evacuate pos tion covering Pass L e FEL:PUETS _
Heavy atfacks on eur frerto APPLS 'BS FoLLouwk!
S 1 Isool Ceunter atfack Sfraughtens linee - o foesicees postimgs pPRx. 7
o ISeol Concevfed tvewy atfacK e . le:: : ;
’ i o]  Qreeils  who had Bequn moving Froms right Clowx earlier n dauy haaic. all qone & 2o he J i :::':‘k ;:'
| Enemy 15 beginaing fo use HmG's froww high feafure fo left rear, {:!..Ppa,.[ﬁ‘.m'f'ly {'\Mlh(j Arivesn | . IIEtP:L i q:.
Ea.hqr_;s pq,{' ﬂiwk WaddS Ef- iuﬂq:turﬁ mif‘.«c{rmfng has wot been reeived © _ Cw — L, 3
le3o] Torks g iafantey in sfreng atfack o Commwnicatien uvath 8de vio Rangers cut e(f o b, b=
ey __T%;!.CS 'iheglll_qu..__{yfﬂ plafoons fresn close rvaange © Heay WMEG 1{'1”; fromas e ft o left rgarl o Coy Covmels Conf.  |[€ly ISR lod
| = St % orders fo witheloas frow left givewy Withdrawal beqins apbrex 1136 hreo -u "o :t:mknpe
_____TEE‘L hm—L wnfkcim-wr:lf bﬁiﬂ,ﬁv teft 4 IP—H rear  were v hawds of e Cntaiy tAWKS Were shelling Sy pos hens, i@: !-'\;:‘d\” :llﬂ-
right fla«il was wwf»'tﬂreﬂ opew, Ogh ormmumontion with, Rde aut o(-é&] A "R
Meox'2109 Bw moving ouk efewek [inst suppoching lme of- fawxs near SoTER alter warching apprexi® wiles © Akpok 2200 hren InT Sec -: :f;.
QA rrived %&Hn road .Fgrr.{ @ Venile to rear embussed approx o mod night g Totod march #‘-‘i** Meader fire for first € omies, was AdT N~
We. 13161/317 200/000 5739 H.EJ.Ltd. 51-3911 Forms C2118/21 spprar 12 mMiles o S b oA B
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Instructions regarding

War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Part II.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages

L3 {“ . ‘.\
b

-

}rmy Form C.2118.

will be prepared in manuscript. o 190 __=
Remarks and
Place Daie: U Ttour Summary of Events and Information ff;;ﬂﬁsc:
i R b gpﬁ | ©6°° 1By atcives via Koz ANEL® wes aren af Aawn o Parbe of convoy fuKes weeng turning in KozANg wWhich 15 KOZANI |’ 100,000
L | trowded with MT ws darkness Gnd drer goes over PLiakmon To Servia 8- then says he 18 net certan where i e
wss main body of convoy have gone ©  Capt, [.{:[.:M_IDE-‘E&_&_.-GD’DTG“-'_WWK mcluded W fiis corfion ef Lonvoy® L1
| Ovders [ foske wh defense positiow o Strengta suth undt 13 offrs. 193 oR's @ OF's ectablished o ‘-‘:‘GE{H.LJ“‘E.“I'— L3 |
= 47 _%HE,ﬁytoGLm!'Ed 1% hJil'.L::lf‘msi?e-l_.f‘E-Pﬂrf durlﬂq_ 324_1_ @ 7‘*/, MG, gr‘n beqmi‘. Cress ing rNer Yo taule u.-'b pﬂﬁafrah
_4 betweem our right flasiC + pero Our & echelon which had Deew sont over Blakumon cut off b fromin. e T,
e by blowing o> bridge fwd oF Servia © Therefore no blaskots or csekirg vaterial @ Tht avadable | DS car (€0) “f;:‘;:_‘;‘f;""“s
-y 2 Carrier§ ® Neo cressing of rsier ercept small boot on rope prepared by bnginetrs % hrs walid from 8 Wep il
1Ground fowavd rwex :;ui-l:xr fjuJUES S TAMINEeS @ Wm‘]mns FW a‘;"ud"ﬂf-] Yo exhaustion 'f_'[ wWae4a Iy """"tJfI“tﬂ'[!"j’:'i-*LaJ o EEE F’*PP?E 3
Iy AP, | temprove. dﬁ{f—ﬂwj_@ Heawvy enemy aw actinity ocver vhele ALIAKMON Area o Enewmy Scen frowm 0P - nFqi MT.
| Mmouung on plawn & among villages fo NeRTH EASTO Ouc stremgth Lﬂ‘i’_‘ 290 8R's © T.0 41 pevsonne] leave N eun
s & confact B el puer ALimmon af MiKenvaLTod 2230 hes o B ed. rrepar ng o nove baek wander orders o Cﬂofd&mbe.
1 lana party Pr;gg..-..L_g@ 26 N2 BM. begins T wove «Cross tiNer during niaht iTe » .
L1 aPR | At B oedelon amedements made o oMo blowaits over masnmban by dewkoy frawn e ANk ™MoN @ Fo's cecce . f
e Chews no crmsing of ALimkMon anyuheve Mear . eocept Wheve RE's are working at feotoridge o Mo N2 by, i
1 4co MEMQ Orders %o 8- fo withdraaw ouer f1ver = Move beg ing 1900 by boat %{w*b"_td-qe. g ie 0 (] |
MT, ¥ Carners amoble ¥ cross @ Destroyed or sunk @ SHEE chimb froma MARMKMON Vig Panm GRAS & MIKRAVALTON © Fol Prsimonss
Domexos l-Ib-HPR 0500 | Leave MIKRAYALTON By AT for DoMOKoS 0. Rejomed by B ech, & Capt Cosmbes' party 0 Roud chaoved with Hoto ;Epgmﬁhpﬁliq
i “14o0) By bombed 4 wy.G'd by awera(f near LARISSA © Several casusities 0 Biucuoe DoMoros near roasd Juaction = CHT“ﬁ"ﬁ ':Hﬁfﬂ)
s, | heavy ravn - 2g rifles ¥ 25 blowkets obfasn~ed thiefly from B ek % Tht tsued & coys o L e
(1APR| ! Parfies on traffic contrel duthes® Fog © breek homedrawn ThH Cf‘wﬂ’-'fs road ¢ RAenal activity but no direct atteex
. _{onRn positien © Prowsiowned cas retuen shows I efErs *ra.JPPrﬂﬂ- 213 or’s mMi1SSIn G © Streneth 26 offrs_, §07 oRS > i
| | Wt. 13161/317 200/000 5/39 H.E.J.Lxd, 51-3911 Forms C2118/21 Total 533 @
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligen
Summaries are cgntmnedm F.S. Regs., Part II

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages

will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not required). ——
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information rﬁi:r;f;ﬁ:
Pomo oS IS WR| leso |Orders +, woue -b:. E.vEm-l-ﬂ'Eéi Arr 2100 hrs © Party of 3 n]'-.fr;. + 20 BA'S let-tﬂ Domowos ow rvad traffic duties o Alse forhom|
|k pwA oys who could not be nw-«mggj.:d_n_um_ﬂ_ﬁl_m&m ares_had been bombed ducing afterncon o Convoy
i atfacked for opprox. 1 hr. in bass N. of LAmia 0 fadre Torrest wounded ¢ evac® | T.0 slght wound | seesal ORs weunded o
‘BRaos | lamR] | Farty of 3offes ¢ o oR's o draffic control duby on THERMOPMLAE fass © (.0 makes recce for rearquare postiew on
RS- A0 ronqe owrlooking THERMoPHLAE plan o N o Pppren 2%e hrs, B fratfic wntrol bnrly feperts o & #Q that & Brigadier
i car numbered Ay hed given his sqt orders o withdraw frov passe (heek with Bde eeals that 8rig. had NET given 7
b} |fhe orders ~ Mpparently S col < Ry | |
20 p0R | 2iee |Party of 3 offrs (Masxell, Phelan &[qu) + sy oR's Jﬂn.-;hu. {:o 1 Bcle for rearguard © Lw pesition by 2100 hrs o Foree |
e o SO Completely armed w equipped © Tntemse aeral activity all avouncl especially near railway o
R | MacDonald force orgomised 08 Puh - porochute Hos (Mggor maedoamald  Gapts Rraham ¥ Austin, Lieuts Diffey
| Thomsen, Coulsfon  Gately)w §0 oR'S © Organisation ) Coys tacl of 2 Pls. eack of- 20 oR's plus & Carriers.
= |Xooo | fr:\o. >fu Brn & b frow 3 Bn. Mounfed du‘h' 2000 hrs, Forse complefely mh;lt —on duly all night o
o | 2230 |Co.vhdy f Duw@ at 2230 hrs @ Orders to toke over aunh-parachute duties frow LEWAD A To q,gm.l..ns(;m.)
__(f?urmq da.y BHRO area hod bee~ MG') by low flying plane O Mughasrial gchinty r.:) A : el
| LraeR Bn toaes wp p-P duhes as EE=me per marked b _ i 35 | ATeENS 1290008
{ lboo | & HQA ¢ HQ coy established > miles SE of Ampikha o Large Plight enecyplomes Mo rmds 100 hese | Pﬁiﬂ 2 | |
AMFIKLIA | _1%Co | Orclers frowa DN, re eyscushon free~ GREECE @ 1 | L N 2"V A8 Ruesonnal b0 Moie B
i %3aeR! Positions unchawqed © Orders far move night 33/>y vecenedeo iy o ORI i :
2160 | Begin move inte position (o stark o Destroyed Seme vehicles ;I wprment other thaw +hat anmu:t on wen o
|| 20 | On move © Column  moves Swiftly G Smoothlyo Greed casualties by readside result o) tmimuy aircrafbg M
ELersis M.,._ﬁapu__ Bee ELBPSIS @ Disporse cigin, lie hidden 0 Planes overoll doy @ Heavy atfacls PTHENS area o Atfached to ALLEN | KNetes froww uu,z,l
fore o Orclergglate in affrneen for nhnwatiow #mum ELA A e aX e R e T e S
7"’5’ -------- e L - ENETC. Y
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Instructions mga.rdmg War Diaries
Summaries are contained in F.S.

and the Staff Manual rﬁpectwely Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript.

2fc an A-1.F.  WAR DIARY  foR AORIL 4

and Intelligence
Regs., Part II.

NTELLIGENCE oUlLY.

AVEATS
(Erase heading not requived).

Army Form C.211E.

Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information rﬁ;ﬁ:}?ﬂ: :
Mol | 215AR| oo | Arre MILO| (S of ARGOS) © Dispersed -nzﬁfﬂﬂ""'
| wnstantly bombed 1 ur " © move — {Of InsT, Mo+ 3
AP 23
20c0 | Beqin move & Smooth convoy untl after #‘Hdﬁl_ﬂ,h"ﬁ_ o PN _ |
Kawamal | Mo AR Several blocks n_genvoy betuwetm midnighnt v dawn @,__Em»mm.l_m ﬁ-u:_mi_‘!'ﬂ bﬁimw d-_ loads h_m SRR
E M MG Ry halted conied (2o miles lcing) betivess oS30 S Oboo ot fime wher GE@MmAW recee pane lcons dores MPPX 35
Y 1 searched area © D-Efﬂrid,ﬂ hid 1n elwe Groves af “ALAMAIL all dﬂ-ﬂ e ’ g:tﬁﬂ:::
3 21%¢ | News that destroyers hod amrived © Destroved velglese ey L iTrenGrd Mk 26 |
AT s£A Ao | Moved fp beach & found that €SO was uih%; semal ne. Embarked on WAT CiTY o€ Lompon (c's parky) |
| Eﬁ&‘[ﬂ-ﬂﬂl;ﬁ__L__'@.____!f;_'_l_hg_.ﬂ'\:‘) & DiLwarRA (loadawmg Parby OF 12) © Great vecephien on C\TY OF LOMDON - ADTT s Nores (
b ctan:ettes_,_s:_lm@_latts biscuuts % Tea &f % Mmoan _ on bgp,rl{v.ﬁq Ek-Lﬁ 2 m" »7
| [offce | Saal 0 Numerous hombing raids o Heany one ot 8800 @ Fu cuten~atic mtﬂﬁ on AR de _&.ﬂﬂ
LR 1§00 | Costa Rican Sunk © Personnel Toitew off by destromers (THIS DETACMINENT WENT To CRRIE —
L 1 | see aABM DiMRM © APPRex 11 olfs & 3§ ﬂﬂ‘a‘t Frue plawes possibly 6 cdestroyed Ly A-PAlwec
 128MeR| | On boord © Twe moce tht Ships « MLLWMMJMM“ s =T e
Neerodn | 24 88| oo | Arcive AexANDRIA _(Ci14 of LoMdon and DilwammA) ~ 1o offes % 15§ oRso T AaBRYA 131_ 4
AMARINA | Jtrane Tssue of clothing ¥ conforts @ : s s *
_ 3omm | 0k30 | Reveile  ©700 Breguatfast, i
\teo Em_ﬁn:_lﬂ_tum NMLJM_&M_LM
 TeanSPORT AtTIVITIES mle
: ~ B-A DETACHMENT

-

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

We. 13161/317 200/000 539 H.E.J.Led 51-3911 Fﬂrm::ﬂ?-l'l!m

RCDIGT023098




>/8 Bn A.I.F. INEREEER GREECE R e N

Summary by R.1.0. C= tain R.R.Anderson ‘)‘?PQL 3

Tt must first of all be Tealised +that the Battalion was not
physically f£i1+t to nndergo a particularly streruous campailn in mountain
terrain.One fifth of the men were reinforcements only recently arrived
fyom Australia ,consequently their feet and general fitness had no®

reached the degree of hardness necessary.rlhe remainder were stale fram
a rush campaign 1in the Libyan desert. :

Follwwing two sleecpless nights spent in crowded troop decks on

TMT Permdand the unlt was taken to Daphni Camp ,Athens,where they .

remained four days. | |
On the aftermoon of April 5,Bn. entrained in railway trucks,

42 per truck and spent another sleepless night be fore detraining at

Iarissa on April 6.From here the y marched 16 miles much of the way in

" pouring rain.The poor type of issue socks,containing & large percentage
of cotton helped 1O make many men drop out of the ® lumn with badly
scalded feet and blisters..the number was more than 100.Men had to be
picked up by Tpt later.

On April 8 the Bn. moved by motor tpt to Veria Pass,arriving

in later aftemﬂﬂn,lh:fnrt'lm.atelg we were forced to move again at 0300 nrs.
to a position west of Xyno-Neron where a defensive position was dug and

occupied.

e

April 10 Bn, moves by foot 10 miles soross open ploughed ground
in the rain to Veve Pass,the 1latter stages of the march being over rough X
and difficul® country.We reached ¥ExxiaxPax Veve pass where another
. gefensive position was dug and occupied.Some 100 men could not keep up
with the unit on this march owing +to altitude anoxaemia setting inn-_--'lshe
symptoms of this were Very definite--Themajority suffered m?*raly with
dyspnoea of varying grades of severity.Many had sharp pains 1n +he chest

and felt giddy.Only a veIry few actually fainted. : |
Ofthe 100 40 were able 1O wend thelir way sl owlyxbaEXXEm

up th the FDL's after treatment;60 remained in the RAP until the .
following day when 20 were evacusted as walking sicky,and the remga ning
40 were returned To PDL's.I passed these facts on.

The altitude of Veve pasS is approx. 4500 f+. above sea level--
the FDL's were much higher , and the Bn. had come fyom Libya direct with
no opportunity for acclimatisation .The men had very little sleep during
the previous days owing to the meny moves fyom one position to another,anc

when we finally arrived in position 1T was during a two day snow storm .
The troops,therefore,were physically tired and in many cases exhausted
so that,when the time came +o withdraw and march for from four to five
honrs Over appYOX. 12=-14 miles of rough country,over ploughed fields
and bogs,to reach tpt,it was aimgst a physical impossibility to do
so and carry any equipment.
During the battle 30 casualties were evacuated by stretcher
s%uad or as walking wounded to & -mbulsnce post on the main road
below therpass.

April 13:Arrived at Koutrouli--unfortunately the Bn., tpt was not -
allowed in the position,including the RAP truck.Therefore medical
supplies were nil and 1ittle conld be done for the troops feel which
were in a shocking stab e.

April 15:Withdrew acrosSS Aliakmon river over high escarpment
and then to Domokhos by MT.Here the RAP truck reported.TIwo casualties
from aerial activity. | | i i
April 18:Moved by MT to Brallos.Several casualties from aerial
Eﬂtiﬂtya
April 23--26:Moved by MT at night ...dispersed and dug in during
the day until KATAMATI reached where we embarked night 26/27.

- P

| RMO 2/8 Bn.
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6 AUST DIV, COFT M0 .0,
: g SR X 5 EREY o ¥ 8 47 .

VISTRATIVE: INSTRUCTION . 1I0s 17+ _ .
Aust D1v 00 T«zc}.l' of 10 Apr 41.

| MINISTRATIVE LAYOUT = 6 AUST. DIV FORWARD AREA,

Ref Maps - IOAINIIA = TRIKKALA OLYI{POS = VOLOS BITOLJ -
iLOﬁcA TTI.JSI«JAIDIII}H_‘ - J—IDEI:'FSA'

3 Cnmmencing 10 April 41 Adm Layaut of 6 Aust Div is showh hereur(

[ ]
’_

2. DIV. H.Q.

" Adv H.Q. is estédblished at PERDIKA Hﬂ16428 Aﬂ&QHG,-DAQHu,
_ CRE, CASC, DAPIle A D ,M.S
- Rea; H.,.Q, 18 aatabliéhed at H970065 DﬁJOﬂ, SOME, DAA G,
| | " LSO, Chaplains, 3 '

3, WATER .

. Water will be drawn by units from exlisting suppliaa in their
areas after testing by R.M.0!'s.

4, SUPPLIES & P.0.L.

(a) Units of 19 Aust Inf Dde will draw 2 days &upplieﬂ from
No 30 D, I.,D, on 1l Apr and will ensure that forward Coys
. maintain a rese rve of 3 days supplies and water at all
. v postise
"_[b; Units will draw aupplias and P. 0 Do by 18T line tpt
¥ from 1{0¢30 D.I 3.-1ncated NB248 until further orderss

54 Aimuv TTION .,

.Units will draw ami by 1st line. tpr frof Noe30 DI,D, until
.further instructed, o -

ol o v NEDIO&L.

- The evacuation of casualties from - - °- 1mri area will be
thrmugh the following channats - .

A-DSs N .7 59
Forward I1I,D.3. N,8241
% s A e utdil : Rear 1D a8 N.8723 MAUROLEIDIT
‘ 5y CeCod, ELASSON
Amb Staf*inu Post = PETRANA,

7 EROUOST.

H.Q., 6 Aust Div Fro Coy is locatec. al iT: quJBB.lI'

8. TRAFFIC CONT?OL.

6 Auat ﬂiv Pro Oﬂy'will be responsliblie far traffic cnntrnl
on' mein roads leading to 16 Aust Inf Tde area and 19 Aust Inf B
Bde area north of and incl R ALTAKMON, ALl personnel will
endeavour to leep main roads clear »f civilians and
animals., 1jo headlights will be used Nﬁ*th of tha East West
- ‘line of KOZANE., ottt - prd e 3 0
9s POSTAL, | _

6 Aust Div Postal Unit is established at Rear H, Q. Me970063,
Units will collect incoming from and deliver outgoing malls
to 6 Aust Div Postal Unit,

P.T 0.

PR L)
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%, , | (2)

10l P|0.“iri i "

19 Aust Inf-Lde will be responsible for establishing a
P.0.,V. collecting centre, Escorts for prisoners from
collecting centre to P.0.W, Cage will be provided by
DALP.M, who will arrange mutually w.th 19 Aust Inf Bde,

1l. ORDNANCE,:

() Presh indents will be submitted for all deficiencies
| still remaining on G,1l098 scels, Indents will be
clearly marked indicating whether replacement or initial
188ue, o | |
(b) Units will submit indents for non skid chains showing
. No of Vehicle, liake and Size of Tyre. e
——{e) Indents for sand-fly nets, tins mosquito ointment on the
- scale of 1 per man will be submitted to D,A.D.O.S.
farthwith, & 28 D | } o .
(d) Indents for tent dye showing number of tents will also
' be submitted forthwith. Tent dye will be diluted with
100 parts of water.,
(e) All indents will be submitted to D.A.D.0.S. in
quadruplica te, | 3 {3 S
(f) 19 Aust Inf Bde will arrange for the return of all

8 urplus tentage to A,0.D, IARISSE .

12, MEDICAL AND HYGIGIE.

The incidence of lmlaria and Dysentery is high in Greece
and the following preca utionary measures must be taken :-
(a) Malaria, Use of nets and Dovers Cream must be insisted
on., Trousers and longsleeved shicts must be worn and
fully buttoned. Nets and gloves should be used by
sentries. Quinine prophylexis will be carried out
- - when ordered by M.O!ls. | --
(b) Dysentery. Drinking water must be sterilized by
boITing or chlorinating. Flies must be eliminated and all
_ hygiene routine strictly obaesiiisd, - -4 -
" *{c) Venereal Disease, All rariks wiil be warned that brothels
USed Dy (reck troops are out of o mnds to Australians.
Most of the women in these houses are suffering from
venereal disease. There is & (reek brothel in Késane
which is forbiddeneto Australians, =+

15 RECORDS,

Units will submit daily A.F.W., 300f %o Adv. Div HeQo (hrous. Rdo
(substitute brought 1nto use during cauwpeign 1n‘L1byéawilf b
be discontinued), All units will bring up to date Casuelty
Returns showing all casualtie< sinze embarkation, These will

be sent to Austrecords Greece. T

14 ,BOUNDS ,

All towns and villages are out of bouonds o all ranks after

» 2100 hrs. Tnits are responsibls ".upr the carrying out of
this order,

e 15.RECOVERY ,

L.A,D's will be responsible for 2nA Tine recovery to post T1376,

16.§§RIAL&1

. (&) In the forwa rd area, Burials will be concentrated in the
Cemetery csteb lished by 19 Aust. Inf. Bde. at 7557 FLORINA
Sheet 1/100000.,

(b) Isolated Durials will be avoided as far as padsssible, but
in the ovent of such beinz necessary advice will be sent

r to this II.Q, immediately.

l‘.l'.!t'
1 -
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(c) All graves will be clearly marked by a ne~ s .
number and name of the ﬂacaaaeg. e s S

(d) Wwar Cemeteriecs are undenomina tional, and Christian
Jewish, and Mahomecan burials will take place in them, 15
separate plots if possible.

(¢) Burial of encmy Jead will be carried out as for our own
dead, but separate plots will be set apart for these where
possible.

(f) A,F.W, 3314 in quadruplicate will be rendered immediately
after burial, by officiating Chaplain or Officer or N.C.0. in

charge, to this H,), Isturns for enemy burials :
' HEnem'} dea 4", J e will be markec

?EJ 25 I 48
AhA, & Qi.G. 6 A/ust, Div.

DISTRIBUTION: ©List upw,

E ]
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i it
A. COY ACTIVITY AT VEVE PASS. M

lat. Day. Coy arrived late afternoon~ Orders to Pl. & Sec. comdrd.,
Shei 10 while Coy prepared by 2 i/c for occupatlion of Posn.

L5 Coy dlspogitions- Owing to wide emtent of front three Pls. had tc
to be placed foreard % depth sacrificed in order to cover
approaches inot posltion. Coy was Tight Coy and in close
contact with Creek KEEX left flank. This contact maintalned
by patrols from right Pl.

After sunset troops moved into posn. and digging commenced
2200 hrs continued digging all night. *
Camouflage- |

owing to rocky nature of ground and Back of tools dlgging
to be supplemented by bullding up low sangers. L
No enemy actlvity on plaln at thls stage.

During night enemy patrols on Oreek front near boundary at
approx. 0200 |

Enemy Patrols did not pemetrate ".D.L's. Inemy used M.C's.
flring tracer on our right flank % Creek keft.German used
M.G. to attract fire. Just prior todawn enemy patrols withdrew 1
to foothlills vicinlty of KELLE. |
No casualtles Creek om own tpse.

As reported by Lleut. Gluth Creeks used Blank ammunition to
scare patrols % as mentioned above.

Blank was used at night only and was mixed with ball.

2nd. Dey. No movement in position. Coy in observation over plaln.
AeR(. |/ ~Enemy actlvity in vieinity of FLORINA @ AOPHOI. :
. _—~— ¥.T. movement through these towns . R.A.F. bombed FLORINA
& AOPHOI, @t about 2300 hrs enemy pushed strong patrols forward
and made several vigorous attacks on other Coy fronts-
Activity on "A" Coy. front that night.
Coy "stood to" most of night.

S2d—ouy. Snow storm- no visibility- over 50yds for most of day.
Coy standing to whole day to counter wnemy patrols all ranks
remalned in posts % any movement was fired on after 2030 hrs.
sSnowed during night. : |

&55DEY. Movement RBastwards of enemy M.T. Ariy & A.F.V's.
APK L I 3gt. Duncan's pl under command "D" Coy.
v No attack on Coy front or on Creek front.
Greeks  commenced w/drawal & completed by approx. 1800 hra.

METHOB. % Eermations. (Enemy)
Infantry move in waves slightly diployed supported by A.F. V'8,
later recognlized as tanks. :
Infantry move close to tamk * all round vehlcle.
Infantry were moved up falrly close to Start line in troop
carrying vehicles & debussed. |

« German used white verey light to show advance of forward

troops. Tanks moved with attacking Coys and fol low up our
w/drawal
Tanks fired a H.E. Shell approx. 2" calibre.
Strength of infantry accompanying each tank approx. one Ple
Capt. Austin & myself faliled to understand why their Infantry
did not shoot while we were within 200 yds to 300 yds range
of tank. '
Since return of personnel from CHETE however we think that
possible explanation ls that they may only be armed with wegpons
having short range & rely on tank with its guns to do this.

-

. Hi.jﬂr-
0.C. Ae Coy 2/8 Bn. A.I.F.

As most of the enemy activity was on left flank and could not
be seen from our position the above 1s all the information
I have to offer.

o
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: ACTIVITIES OF B COY C'H “4

B TIE OF VEVE PASS APRIL 10,11,I2. Mp* q
" kZRIRS XM - '

APRIL %29:0300..Coy,after waiting at rondside neaf VerTin, CNDHEE and
moves to Xyno-Neron pesition.
Continuous rain and sleet.

APRIL 10:kxrxixExPass March approx. 10 miles to Veve psition.Rarity of
air,exertion climbing hills,zfkfEzXx become distressing.Many men fall
out and join Bn. 2 hours later. _

B Coy position:Two pls. fwd and 1 in reserve. 12 Pl, right fwd
covering waddi which runs between A and D Coy positions. 10 Pl. lef+®
fwd ,covering deep waddibetweeb D and C Coy featmre. 11 Pl. resexve
covering rear of D coy position. '

Men work hard digging pits or building san gars,according to nature
of ground until 6130,11 April .

APRIL 11:After digging until early hours men had to carry blankets from
bottom of feature.In state of exhaustion owing t long marches over
difficult country,small amount of sleep and difficult weather
conditions. for last five days.

At 0330 Capt. Robertson comes to Coy HeQ. with information
that C.0. had instructed 1 P1l. B Coy %o reinforce C Coy as German
patrol had penetrated and captured 1 Sec of C Coy.1l Pl. taken by -
Capt. Coombes and placed between Lieut. 0ldfield's Pl. and L%.

TcCormick's Pl.At dawn No. 10 Pl. was brought Iwd and placed in EFmEIXI
position in wadi between C Coy on right and RangeTIs on e ft.Feature

occupied by Rangers overlooked Veve village,which isnow occupied by
Germans.Approx. 1 hour dleep on average had by men this night.

12 Pl. from reserve p® ition act as carrying B rty and carry
meals and 11 Pl. blanketsand amn.to new coy position.Number of men sent
+0 R.A.P. suffering from exBaustion and lack of. sleep.

Approxe. 1230 hours sleet develops into spow. Visibility nil.-

1600 hrsiCapt. Coombes leads remainder of coy o0 new position
men carrying blankets,tools weapon and xmamx mmn. Six inch=s of snow ,

going very hard,visibility 10 yds,Takes 2 hours to move appIroX. 1 3/4
miles. -

Party of 25 men go to ca riers on roxdmxx railway line for food
and stores under 2 i/e(Lieut. Maskell).Party arrived at coy. exhausted.
Owing to nature of the ground after the snow,it was impossible for -
carriers to bring supplies aa y closer tham approx. 2000 yds,,the last
300 yds of which were Very steep.Therefore two parties were required #EXX
daily. -

On night 10/11 enemy patrol dressed in allied uniforms had
penetrated position.zma Several of enemy could speak excellent Fnglish.
Because of this there was no sleep for a yone night 11/12 April.Order
issued that no one was to leave their pits between 2130 hrs. and 0500
hrs. on Apr 12,any movement to be fired on.

Snow ,to which none had been. accus tomed,was trying men

severely. | -
12 APRIL:Enemy attack Rangers on left approx..0830 hrs. and after severe

fighting are driven off.An attack also launched -against C Coy and
11 Pl. which was als drive off ,11 Pl. counter attacking.

Throughout morning enemy cantinued to atbtack and eventually
succeeded in occupying fwd slopes of C Coy.Rangers on left evacuated
their positién at 1100 hrs. and withdrew completely from area on our

side of railway.This enabled large bodies of enemy to move fwd on our
1left flank overlookinZ theplain on our left rear.Infiltration by enemy
along road and through @ ss on our left.C Coy withdraw to reverse
slopes of their psitions....As B Coy position was lower +than paE=Itxs
positions previously occupied by C Coy on right and Rangers on left we W
were now sibjected to enfilade fire Tfrom left and right and it was
necessary to withdraw approx. .l50 yds. to high ground in our immediate
rear.Numerous attempts were made by enemy to move fwd on our left,right
and alo immediate fronts,but in spite of heavy casualiies we held
ouT OWN....sAt 1400 hrs. a section of N.Z. machine gunners, sent up
from rear position near Kleidi,arrived,and with their longer range WeXe
able to fire on enemy moving round our left on other side of railway
line ,apparently attempting to gut us off....Fighting continued
throughout afternoon and enemy tanks could be seen and heard moving up
+0 our front.At 1700 hours coy comds were called to rear for orders
re withdrawal and at 1730 a hear y attack supported by tanks over-ran
C Coy position and on our left enemy vho had worked thro attacked with
tanks(dtur at least appeared early in the attack) supported by Jamee
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___'ﬁutu on the Greece Campaign. April 1941,

2 By vomd. 10 Ple B« CO¥s '

1
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VEVE PASS. Weather. Cold, snowed afternocon orf 10th Apl. anc nued
: ST lrrerular intervals until late on night of 11 Apl., Also spasmodie -
P showers of sleet. Snow up to six inches in depth remalned in some areas

antil fisnal withdrewal and em evening of 14ith April.

ARRIVAL IN POSITION. I was commanding No. 10 Pl. of B Coy and the
company werec in reserve behind D Coy when the Pm. first took up 1lts
position on 10 Apr. 41, The march to this area was particularly 3 trenuous
and route being over very difficult country. Owing to laeck of sleep

and bitter cold the men were very close to exhauetion, several hLaving
to drop out an the way. On taking up our position we el ther dug weapon
pits or -bullt stone sangers according to the ground, which was in most
cases too rocky for @igging. The blankets had been brought forward as far

as possible by ¥.T. bui necessitated a long carry by the men about
midnight on the night of 10 apl., 4l.

PHASES OF RATTLE. 11 Apl, 4l. At 0300 hrs I was called to Coy H.Q.

T patrols been active during the night and had been patrolling
in uhiforms identical with those of ou:r own troops, one patrol having
captured a sectlon from C Coy Capt. Robertson 0.C. C. CO¥y had asked
Capt, Coombes 0.C. B. Coy fro a platoon -to strengthen up C Coy podtion
Lieut. Coulston with No. 11 Pl. had been detailed for this task.

Piring could be heard both 1n the vicinity of C and D Coy arsas.
Lieut. Coulston moved hls platoon over to C Coy area and was Zlven a
position between Lt. 0ldfield's Pl. and Lt, MacCormlcks platoon. At
duwn Capt. Robertson asked for a nother platoon to guard the left flamk
and to link up with the RANGERS. At dawn I took my platoon across and
met Capt. Coombes who had gone on ghead snd he pointed out my area to ne
and told me my taks, I put my sectiions into bempory positions and went
across to lialse with the Company commander of the Rangers sothat both
parties could cordinate thelr fire. During this time there was gqulite a
bit of M.M.G fire and mortar fire falling in the Rangers area while
occasional bursts were directed at my own Pl. area. Having made the
necessary arrangements with the Rangers T peturned to my platoon area mnd
placed two sestions fwd and one section to the right rear. This formatior
allowed me to fire to the right and right froni-back across the Rangers
front and also ilnfront of C Coy left [flank. Snow began to fall aboutl
midday and visablllty was ent down to about 10 .yds. Up till this time
there had veen slight air activity by R.A.Fe Pighters and bombers, but
a’ter this time until after the wl thdrawal from VEVE PASS all airacéiviy
ceased.

¢ j,ate that afternoon Coy H,Q. moved acboss and Book up a position close ©0

! my own Pl. H.<. Shortly afterwards Lt. Metcalf's Pl. moved over to the

g area and took up a reserve posltion.

12 April 41, Commenting at first light the enemy attempted a series of
attacks both azainst C Coys front and agzainst the Rangers, finally :
driving the Rangers from thelr position with concentrated M.M,G+ and .
Mortar fire. The Rangers having completely evacualed thelr area By
1100 hrs, and C. Coy dropping back, B Coy had to alter 1ts dispositions-
The company withdrew approximately 130 yds to higher ground to our lmme=
sdiate rear with 12 Pl. and the left flank facing the left, ny platoon -
‘n the centre facing the front and Lt. Coultson's platoon on the right.
this time we were engaXging the enemy on two fronts-on on our lefd
er. the ensmy were occupying a posi tion on the feature whlch the Rangers
hed evacuated, and to an imnedlate front in the area which C Coy héad
le’t. T sustained my first casualty then when Pte. Martin was shot
At this time my platogn was greatly under strength, 8 men having been
seny back by the Ref:P: suffering from exposure snd cold during the
previous day. Tackeif—8iT0p BRGSOt =il it he—preyious day, Laeck
of slgep and the fatigue of the prevbous days had taken thelr toll and
the balance of my men were in no fit state for a desperate flght but
were dolng remarkabley well under the circumstences. Early ln the :
af ternoon & sectlon of N.3. By 's., Joined us and were given a task on
our Lot b fedgntama il gy I fonpasnid a2 S LN
; ik the right. We apparently had

Qu!i:amd the frontal fire with s as thellf was hardly anything

comming from this direction. Tanks were reported by No. 11 Pl. to be
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 mov-ne towards omm position from the directlon of VEVE No detalls were
%'ghti nable at the time. = o
“At> 30 hrs after a strengthened fire onslaught from the position where the
. Rangers had been and the arrival of enemy medium tanks I received the orde
. to withdraw. One tank was on the feature held earlier by C Coy and five
. minutes later another mppeared behind 1t. During emr wlthdrawal we were
forced on numercus occasions to go through their M M.G, fire and mortar
fire. The tanks were marhine gunning and firing explosive shells at us.
Before we withdrew the enemy had moved along the road and through the pass
and were in a position to machine gun and harass us from that direction also
My platoon moved back to a polint about 3 miles to the rear where tThe company
% Bn., reorganized and moved back In file to the embussing point, A few
casualties were sustalned in my platoon durlng thls withdrawal.

II

¥N.B. When the Germans first moved towards us across the feature, on which

the Rangers had been fighting, they forced shedd of them a platoon
of ceptured Rangers who were waving whilte handkerchiefs or had théhr hands

up. We opened fire at the enemy behlnd & they went toggronnd, replying
with M.,M,G. fire, Some of the enemy appeared to be wearing Australian

uniforms.

e

{1
ﬁ | | i -',“‘I
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. Activities of No. 11 Pl, B Co _
S e s, T » PR ¢ <

APBIL 9:0n arrival Xyno-Neron 11 Pl. was detached and sent to
Bde H.Q. as guard.Hev y rd n in afternoon.Pl. of CoIps Guards arrives
t0 take over .I arrange to hand over to him at 06900 hrs. April 10.
APRIL 10: Using Corps Gd. M.T. my pl. moves with all gear back
+o Bn. arez .Blankets and packs left with B ech. and men take amn, and
weapons and begin march across cout ry to VEVE with rest of coy.March
across country,over hills and gullies ,Very tryving.Several men had
dropped out by Xmmek midday.Moved with Bn. through rear of KLEIDI and
Pl. comds. were picked up by EaEXrxIaEY D/C with carrier and taken on ITrecee
of area.rear of GLAVA,
T ops arrived (thosemm who had not fallen out owing to EXhaEnEtim
exhaustion) but readjustment of positions(owing %o uncertainty of Greeks
positi on) made it necessary for tps to move. 1l miles to left(i.e. west)
closer to pass.
In evening tps re ached new position(B coy was reserxve m:}. and
my pl. reserve pl.).Began digging in.Some attempts & digsging in had -
to0 be sbandoned because of stony ground and men built stone sangars ,’{
instead.RixzxetziedzRoNaXa :
APRIL 11:Pl. had almost completed.its digging at 0130 hrs.Men
began to sleep,but at 0330 hrs. pl. was ordered to move to C coy area
to reinforce C coy,whecih had lost some men as prisoners,I could hear
a lot of firing,and well over to the left could see tracer being fired--
by the Rangers as I ke amt later. ' |
By dawn was in position and preparing it.Not a good b @45
field of fire but owing to fog and light difficult to see a be tter one,anc
when daylight came it was impossible to move fwd@ to taske up EX®E new
position because of enemy fire.
| $2aY Enemy was moving arty,M.T. amd M.C.'s on ¥oad in Florina
plain fwd of our position.There was soon alg few inches of s ow on the grot
ground,but men were unable to move about to warm themselves.Rum 1ssue
helped to ezse slowly freezing limbs in eve ning,and some saved for mominy
helped then too.
Some shooting by € Coy pl on my left during night(Pl. took
two pri® ners--wounded--iwhen dawn came.). |
APRIL 12:Just after dawn remaining rmm issued and ration party
sent back to carry up breakfast.fihile they were =zway Lieut. Oldfield,who
had C coy pl on my left came over and suggested that he and I crawl
domm to a position where we could throw grenades at the enemy whom we
could s=E hear down in the fog.Il agreed and we moved to Mr. Oldfieldls
pl. H.Q..We were discussing how we would do it waxwy when we saw Mr.
0ldfield's ration party coming past mx the left hand section of my pl. on
its wey back.Then I heard rifle and Bren fire.l could hear Germans calling
out and ran back to my pl. The pl. was about 60 yds in front of its
position chasing the enemy back.'ﬂhereﬁ were five dead Germans thers and
a little further fwd two more yelling' for mercy.One who could speak quite
good Fnglish was saying "Don't shoot us.We are wounded." _
Just then a light mortat opened up on the position we were in,anc
one of my men was hit in the shouldér.We went back to our pits and begen
f£i1ling Bren mags.,collecting a Spandau M.G. on the wayi
T sent back for more am. and the fog lifted a bit.Our own hows.
opened fire and their first six shots(I could see them firing) landed
in my pl. ares.One man was wounded in the hand.The next salvo went fimrthe:
fwd near the village of Veve to our left front.Just then two Huns wRARRC
EXETE came into view and moved towards us.I shot one with the Sgt's
rigle and the other was brought down too.We could hear them attacking
a section of C Coy on our left,but they were out of sight of us.In fron
of my position a Gexman M.G. opened up,apparently firing on C Coy pl,We
fired Brens in its direction but it continued.My Sgt said he would go -
out with a grenade and try to quieten it.Just bef ore he went out a man
brought word that the pl. on my left had been over run and half the pl wid
with thepl comd captured.My sgt h d moved out only & few y rds when
a rifleman shot him through the head.: ES
The remainder of the pl on my left had moved back and the
Hun was crawling aroundd in its pits.l10 and 12 pls of my company were
moving back to a higher position on the ridge inx rear so L gave the
order for my men to move back to a better position section by section.
A @ermgn sniper was to our front behind a mound of rock and was potting
at our men as they moved out. |
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2/8 Bn War Diary m'ﬂ"'""’hmw*l

B 2 BATTLE OF VEVE PASS il M p k q d i
: B Coy

Activitiss of No. 12 Pl.

Wednesday April 9:Took six hours,interrupted by refugee traffic to

travel Spprox. 60 miles.Take up position ref FLORLNA 75258l.Very
cold and windy.Some sleep in rain.

Thursday April 10:Stand to 0600.Bifterly cold morning.Packs and blankets

in truck and reagy to move at 0900 carrying ell am.--12000 S.A.A.,
4000 .45,140 A-T,and 40 grenades.Weapons--3 Brens,2 Thompson S«M.G.,
1 A-T rifle,8 picks and 8 shovels. %

March until 1800 hrs, with 15 min. halt for lunch to position rear

of Glava.Struggle up mountan and prepare to dig in,but owing to

Greek dispositions have To move 1+ miles to left.Pl. is re 'ucdd to

3% a1l ranks.Some have fallen out on march but arrive later,Three have

been evacuated.We are watching a deep wadi whidh separates A anm

D coys.No sign of enemy to my front but aserial and arty bombardment

of roads and villages 1o left front(Floxrina way ). Troops blankets are
brought to foot of hill,but it is hard work geiting them up.Troops
very,very tired.FimxiXy gEtxehgnes ztaxX s eEn | |

Friday April 11:Finally get chance to sleep ap 0130...Roused again 0330,
There has been action on C Coy front.Stand-to till daylight,and dig
several gun pits covering waddi.Some M.G. fire to A coy's front,Befins
to snow 1238 hours.Visibility nil.len tired,cold,and miserable. Have
carried meals and 11 Pl's blankets to new coy position to left of
C Coy.I send three men to R.A.P. in hope that movement and possibility
of hot drink will keep them. going.A?t 1600 hours Captain Coombes leads
us to new position ,carrying all weapons,picks and shmvakxx shovels
and blankets.Six inches of snow.No visibility.It takes us two hours
ho move approx. xF¥t 1 3/4 miles .Then me have to carry food and
stores--a further two hours.Others are occupied digging in in wadl

by Coy H.Q. All quiet by 21350.Rum issue.The men are & solutely done
in,but it must be a wakeful night,with evexyone on the qui vive.Inemy
movement and fire during night.Still snowing.

Saturday ,April 12: Recoe® my position and fog lifts to give me first
glimpse. of locality.Just finished breakfast when trouble starts.l move
12 pl. fwd of waddi in which Coy H.Q. is located so that I can wateh
dead ground leading fp» m VEVE village,Time approX. 10%0.Snow is

melting and men are wet through and slowly freezing.Rangers are

being forced out of position on left by shells fram a tank defiladed
fom us,in font of C Coy.Can see M.T, movement along road leading to
VEVE,.Fhemy mortar fire landing @n dead ground 800 yds to my left in

Rangers arefe ... _Considerable uncertainty as to when last of Rangers

left their position and Germans bega to appear.A party of approx.

1 Sec. which were pinned down at 900 yds subsequently scen to fly a
white flag.Very undecided as to its authenticity and no news through
Bn. re Rangers.later men are observed with hands up in front of party
of apparently hostile troops.We fire on the hostile tTroops--RRRXAXFE
obviously Germans NOW.RZEBY7Z ofXenenyxiszrovingxaiongx rugd zinXpRas ZL0X
Exkrsmzxteft A party of approx. 150 enemy mOVeES along road in pass

+to extreme left whaxm in area where Rangers had been and later party
of about 40,in very open formation,moves aCrosSsS road and railway up
hills to my rear,distance about 3000 yds.Fire on them with 1 Sec N.Z.
M.G's but little effecT. | :

rise at front of us.Pirst

Dotzchmentat eveny approach €1 TN TN onony at 600 yis. meny

:i repulsed by L.M.G. fire.Evac. CaS. and one man wmﬂ%fa”g' bt ine

Enemy L.M.G. fire from le It rear at extreme range.Pl. Sgt receives
flesh wound in hip and is evacuated.At approx. 1730 hours amn instructe
to retire.Get out under heavy fire.Two ubled by Mortar and Tank Hhells

Al Midenlf Kond

0/C 12 P1 B Coy.

—
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ACTION OF “C" JOY 2/8 BN, IN GREECE

9 April. The 2/8 Bn. took up & pesitien abeve the village of X¥NO-
NERON "C" Coy was in the centre and had under cemmand one detachment

of mertars and ene carrier. The pesitien was eccupied and dug by

1800 hrs. During the day a celd nertherly wind had Been bleowing and
towards evening this develped in intensity and it cemmenced te rain,
Ne cever was available and as during the night the rain develeped

in sleet the cenditiens were very trying for the men. Their sprrits

in the merning however were high at the prespect of meating the German,.

10 Aprile Tk 2/8 Bn. was ordered to meve to & pesitien en the right of
VEVL PASS., The meve was te be made on feol se blankets and heavy gear -
was cellected and transperted by Cey transpert the rear eof the new
poesitien., Capt. W.3° Howard, Cey 2 i/c teok charge ef the meve of the
Cempany the Cempany "Cemmander moving forward in carriers with the 0.C.
te make a rece.,, of the &¥&X new poskiien. CECOOS LM EA, The
pesitien was a series of features the C Coy Wmws te eccupy the left
feature on the right D Cey had a dominating pesitien and on the left
was a further feature occupied by the KeReRse The cempany arrived in
rear of the pesitien at about 1500 hrs in a very exhausted cenditien
owing te the leng cress-ceuntry march at the high allitude. &hey

were so exhausted tht they had been feorced te drep outb during the

march. These men rejoined the company in the evening and during the
follewing day. The pesitien was eccupied 1800 hrs-15 plateon took up

a positien in the gully between the features occupied by D Cey and gy
feature. 14 Platoen was in pesitien en the left hand slepe of the
feature AKAERALINEXAXKEX covering the gully between my fesature and

that held by K.K.R. and 13 platoon was in reserve on the reverse

slope of the feature {see-skeichlios—3) At about 1900 hrs the oy Cemdr,
of the K.#.ls Coy on the left was contacted and it was fetnd seme of
his sections were actually in pesitien en the ferward slepes of the
feature L had eccupied. This left & g2p in the line of f.Dels en the
right ef the K.iRs which the enemy may have penetrated threugh
endangering their right forward sectiens. This gap I censented to

clese with my reserve plateens fer the night until a readjustment

could be made in the merning. During the eccupatien of the pesitien
our artillery was engaging eneny meoberised troops which were debussing
in twe villages well ferward ef eur positien. 13 plateon did new take
up its pesitien in the gap until after dark as it was en the ferward sl-
epe in view of the enemy. A% abeut & 2300 hrs while this plateon was
digzing in ene of its sectiens was appreached by a party ef abeut tiwenty
seldiers talking English and asking fer feed. They quickly surreunded -
the sectien and teok them prisener. 4 section of New Zealand Buns ang,
a section of the K.K«Rs were alse taken prisener at abeut the same time
similar tactics being empleyed by the Jermans in all cases. Threughout -
the night there was considerable enemy patrel activity, patrels varying
in size from one or twe men te parties ef twenty or mere. The small

on several eccasiens penitrated between section pests, which of ewing te
the few treeps and the wide frontage were widely idspersed and werking
reund in rear fired a few shots from "Tommie Guns" When engaged by eur
troops they withdrew. Threugheut a2ll eoperatiens beth day and night

the German shewed a cemplete understanding and appreciation of the use
of greund, In the garly merning in erder te prevent this infiltratien
I asked the C.0. for a platoeon from the reserve company B Cey te fill
the space between Imy right and left platoons. This he censented teo
anea- =4 '"*? M3 LI ¥ e NowW a5 SLoWE 1 Fthe~atviaAched. S = Dlring
the night it was attempted t o bring up rations and blankels by carrier
but this was feund te be dmpessible owing teo the mud and the steep climb
te the positien. Carrying parties had te be sent te Bn., HeQes " They
teok 2 long time te perleorm this duty as the distance was abeut 1500
yards over very reugh and begsy greund and the return necessitated a
climb of abeut 500 feet. The parties suffered very much frem the
exhaustien caused by climbing in the high altitude of the Pass after
X&K being accustomed te the Jestern Desert. It was found pessible Te

bring up enly a few blankets.
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A i% li During the mormigg the .*0. made an inspection of the pesitien
agﬁ ecided to bring in the remaining platoens of B Cey on my left te
connec” 7ith the KeieRese The K.R«.Rs in the meantime were te pull back in

- line with us, Threugheut the merning and early afterneon a lively small
‘arms battle teek place between my treops and the KYR?R. and German treeps
which during the night had taken up pesitien in an areund the Village of
VAVE which was directly belew my pesitien. The enemy shelled the pesitiens
te my left areund the mouth of the pass but did net come as far right as

my pesitlien. Re~Pasllled W I Aas shalip-Jli=sitetied<ss Une detachment
mertars was placed under C Coy. beut 1500 hrs several shells frem eur j
ewn artillery landed in the middle of the cempany pesitien and shertly

- afterwards it cemmenced te snew heavily. Lt snewed heavily all threugh
the afterneon. The coenditions were particularly trying as the men had

very few blankets and it became impessible te bring up het feed. &

number ef men had te be evacuated to the H.A.Pe suffering frem exhaustien
The anti-gas capes were used with great efiect and contributed censiderably.
te keeping the men dry. Fatugue was great as very little sleep was had
the previeus night ewing the preparatien ef the defence and enemy actien,
And en the commencement of the snew a continual "stand-te" was erdered,
Owing te the infiltratien ef the night befere it was erdered that nebedy
was te leave his sectien pest after 2100 hrs and that all mevement was te
be fired en. At abeut 2200 hrs the enemy eof strengh abeut a plateen
attacked the left plateen of C Cey and again attacked at abeut 0300 hrs.
Behh these attacks were repulsed with several casualiies to the Gemmans

and one te ourselbes. Iwo German weunded were breught in the merning,
Prier te the secend attack ene of the sections was addrssed in a cultured
veice by a German whe deneunced "Put dewn that gun" Put down that gun 1
tell you" When repulsed the secend time the Germans dug in in seme dead
ground abeut 200 y@s ferward of the plateen pesitien. Toe clese feor our
me rtars te deal with. Had 2" mertars been available the tasks ceuld have -
been accoemplished. -

April 12. At abeut 1000 hrs eur ewn artillery once aghin shelled C Coy |
pesitien, ene shell landing in Cey H.Q. and distreyinz the telephene,
Almest at the same time the enemy attacked in censiderable mumbers and
overran the left plateen (14) causing & number eof casualties and taking
some priseners ameng wheme was Lieut, 0ldfield. He had been wounded after
shoeting several Germans with his pistel. ‘1he remains of 14 plateen fell
back and teok up a pesitien en the reverse slepe of the feature. 4as the
enemy came over the hill te attack thelir new pesitien and that of 15 plateen
they enceuntered heavy fire from D Cey whese pesitien everleoked the hill.
After suffering a number eof casualties the enemy were ferced te withdraw

¢ Cey then reformed a line acpess the hill and jeined up with B Cey in the
left whe had alse withdrawn a few yards te gain better fire pesitiens on the
higher greund. Further troops were meved onte B Coys feature teo 3ive C

Cey more fire suppert. The time would now be about 1530 hrs. Ne further
attack was made by the enemy until 1700 hrs. when cembined with 2 determined
push en B Cey they brought up a tank ente C Coys feature and shelled the
supperting treeps of D-.-Cey in the right and machine gunned C Ceoys pesitien
which was undug. The company was ferced te withdraw with the general
withdrawal of the Battalien. The actual withdrawal was carried eut with cem
plete order but the cempany got somewhat disergani sed and suffered seme
casualties when cressing an epen valley in rear ef the Sn, pesitien which
was being swept by enemy machine gan fire. 3eyeund th ridge behixyl Klidln
the remants of the cempany were reerganised and ameunted te ene efficer

and 30 rether ranks. IThe withdrawal was carried on anether twelve miles
and after moving ever water leged ground, ecrossing a river and being
harressed by the enemy tanks finally reached the reserve pestion just after
dark in a cempletely exhausted conditien.
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Y E fon Wan Beansy

NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS FRIUM No. 15 Pl. C Coy Cipa ¢ |

BATTLE OF VEVE PASS..APRTL 10,11,12. Mp* Iod'

10April 40:15 Pl, arrived in position approX. 1700 hrs.One coy K.R.R.'s
ori 1left of C Coy and D Coy on right.I took up a position in a small wadi
on left of No. 17 Pl. ,task to protect D Coys left flank,and to cover
some dead ground on D Coy's immediate front. ~
Began to dig in with few tools available but had to resort %o Yock RANEAX
sangars chiefly.Had some protection by dark,Our arty began to fire at
approx. 1800 hrs. on enemy who were observed debussing in a village
several miles in front(Lophoi).
ARrmrxaxraere xtizXE xemnd zX ke L |
.. 13 P1 had moved fwd to fwd slope to dig 1in but ILxapprexzx2Iifzhrsz
between 2130 hrs. and snd 2200 hours zmz# a man from 13 Pl. arrived at
my ple H.Q. and reported that 1 sec. of 13 Pl. had been surrounded by
the enemy and captured.l gathered that the Hun had approached the
position while the sec was digging in P dressed in Greek uniforms,
They approached the post calling out in good English,leading the
gictiun to believe that thgy were a friendly patrol,and then surrounded
it. :
Patrols from my pl. which moved along our front during the night

- contacted enemy patrols several times.On each occasion they opened fir
on the enemy wkxekR who then withdrew. L 2

The enemy patrols were usually about 80 strong and all amed with
Tommy guns,The number sounds large,but the tacikes of The enemy were
to move fwd practically in columm of threes,making lit tle attempt to

remain quiet.When they met opposition they quickly deployed.S
infiltrate through the forward zone and suddenly h{azepawgy t:vi%?;a‘rgmnulmyd

guns.
11April: Early in the morning the enemy were reported to be dug wit
: in |
L.M.G.'s and mortars in dead ground to my immediate fJ.":ugz:l. % slh

dimpediately he T E-gpggege}i%s L.M.G. up to a firing pesition where he
g 6 SIS e g s ,8ingle shot with one Bren,and knocked
w attempt was made to get a gun up but constant
firing from 14 Pl,(Lieut. 0ldfie1d) on my left front and 17 and 18 Pl. on
my right indicated enemy activity on my left front on ground which
was dead to me.Snow began to fall about 1030 and visibility was almos®t
nil.My men were feeling the effects of severe cold and were rapidly
becoming tired and exhausted due to l.No blankets;2.Number of men

required for carrying parties for food ,amn. etec. 3.Lack of sleep. .

Re 1:It was impossible to get blankets up 1o the position as it would
have required a larger carrying party +t+han weuld be spared when we were 1in
contact with the enemy and had such a wide front to cover. Re.2:Due to
severe exhaustion experienced akxikm after exertion it was necessary tb
send a larger carrying party than was normally necessaly for rations and
amn., Re 3:My men had had no sleep whatever sinee the night of April 7.

A1l day on April 11,the enemy continued To test out our position and
drove in 2 strong attack on the K.R.R.'s forcing them back.That night a
local arrangement was made to counteract the enemy patrols and we
received orders +that we were to remain in our pits and fire on anything
that moved between 2130 hrs. and daylight.Constant firing was heard
throughout the night from our left and it was reported that the enemy was
. bringing up reinforcements and digging in on dead ground to our front.
 APRIL 12:At daylight the enemy launched a strong attack supported by
heavy mortar and M.M.G. fire which 1asted about 2 hrs. and subsided.We
inflicted numerous casudaties when he came over the top in close
formation to attack 17 and 18 Pls, So far it seemed that my position
had not been pin-pointed by the enemy and I was not getting much fire
from him.I found that 1§ Pl. ,cm;ﬁsﬂ;zaﬂmrzmhﬁnaxmufnﬂxm
¥hE-ERERy zassautt zXz8gt zxandx5xOx Bx2x had been over-run ,and its
reimmants,l sgt. and 5 OR's had been driven back to thsxvieinXiyx a

position in the vicinity of Coy. H.Q.

16 a.m.:0ur arty opened up and shelled our own position with the first
rounds .The enemy had just begun another attack.Coy H.Q. and the greatly
weakened 13 and 14 Pls.were pushed back.But- 1t was necessary to cover

D Coy's flank,so I moved one of my sections higher up the hill,and one

section to the rear to keep a route of withdrawal open if it became

necessary.The movement of my sections was heavily machine gunned by °
the enemy.In addition ,machine guns from the valley in the rear opened
\up on us. (I believed at thae time that they were our own guns and have

leamt since from the I.0. that they were two N.Z. MG's in position just

in front of Kleidi..See I1.0.'s notes)o.
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Veve...1l5 Pl. C Coy...continued = -
': . Page 2.

e indicated that enemy
- ront and reports from arty O.P. 1n RS
brr‘li;+?f1; g;mil;a?ﬂlg gu:t; 2t 11 a.m. he launched another attack Whifalligg-;ea
s fnr-gi' hours and then withdrew after we had infllctedihegw gaswm & aitic -
At 1400 hours a Pl. from A Coy under Sgts Duncan aXrovew SU8 . oo
osition on my left comnecting with a B Coy Pl'ugdgr Eusied we
%ﬂ regain the ground from which ?ban%i]fi %]:r':m $ ri;}?bl R oo Sone o Hhe
unter attack covere y :
éigﬁgeiai g‘:gained and the %xgx omzmpxyEEt A m pkzReXexabiEzim pls. on
were D le to swing IWd. ‘
Eamcl:’; %:?.gg the Hun thrust fwd he was forced  to fall 11:;&{[05- e une AREE
At rox. 1730 the enemy tanks began to take elfecwt.-Wo to shell 17 and
siigpnf ::-ur cruisers came acrosSs my front and Prﬂcﬂewﬁn&nwza on pitse
18 pls. (D Coy).They f.;;re gl;m%;iﬂﬁg Ep ‘tI-EEEI{mRR! ssangandaéz 12 3. hbghin e
Ttely h?d 2-{ -Eléewiiﬁsrzw :rag given and 1 immediately Gﬂmmafﬂ%gu:gg '51;111
nfrl:s Egthdmwing the troops on my left and then my i”m P ‘b Nt
withdréwal was down the wadi at my realr vh ich wasikei r:gfnwaycame &
previously posted tiere.On rewWu® he TRST o' pad worked throvgh
M.G. fire from eneily TANLS =
Egdzirhigf‘{.i immediately ordered my men toO keep hgf’jéggw:ﬂ weegu?;{;%t
Jeft and followed a small creek up to BHQ,TxmR Waeh s

J A/mu .ﬁé M% 7 -M‘ )
il G vy gt 2t
apfesenl A5 Kae %.ée,{
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ACTIVITLSS OF D COY 2/8 BN. W¢ . an wiilﬂut
:

b B BATTLE OF VEVE PASS
April 10:Move with Bn. from Xyno-Neron to Veve Pass area.%n position =z

approx.1700 hrs.,C Coy on left,A coy on right,and B coy in reserve
behind.We ther fine and warm ,eva ing cold. -
& Reserve pl. (18) used tn night +to carry food and blankets .Four
trips necessary.Going down hill to themeeting place not difficul®
but the return journey up steep and slippery sides and across deep
gullies ,loaded up,,most difficult.(During our stay at Veve carrying
parties of 20 men were supplied morning and evening for meals and
water and additional parties had to be supplied for ammunition.The
men were very tired whem they arrived in the position,but beimgx
having g?'l: there,there was less chance than ever to have a rest or
a Sleep- | ' :
April 11: 0200 hours 16 Pl. open fire on enemy patrol in.front of their
F.D.L.'s.Effects of fire not known.Patrol was moving along E-W road.
1000 hours:16 Bl. extxsetzdxEx0x@iz=272%zRdszXm gave strong
covering fire while F.0.0. 2/3 Fd. Regt. who was in danger of being
cut off by enemy patrols ,withdrew and joined No. 2 section positior
17 P1. was beldeved to be in a position unknom %o
the enemy ,and food,therefore,was taken to the Pl. only in the dark,
April 12:Iieut. Armstrong,l7 Pl.,reprts that one N.C.0.(Cpl. Millay) hac
= Dbeen killed during night(details obscure).
Bpprox. 0900 hrs.:17 Pl. under mortar and S.A.8. fire ,engaging
enemy in retum with S.A.A. F.0.0. escorted by Lieut. Diffey +to 17 -
Pl. area so that he could direct-fire on Veve. (18)
About this time Bn. H.Q. orders reserve Pl.Zto be moved fwd t
right of 17 Pl.Captain Simpson puts Captain Braham in charge of
co-ordinating two platoons and Captain Braham moves 18 Pl. to fwd slope
and engages enemy who were advancing on reverse slope of C Coy.Enemy
replied with heavy mordar and S.A. firee |
| Arty communication failed at this time,and while F.0,.0. was
at Coy. H.Q. trying to get through,his N.C.0. reported to Capt. Brahan %
that line had been clegred again,and Capt. Braham,from a fw#® position
mexx on the slnpe"w 17 Pl. gave him observations which enabled

arty fire 39 be bmu%h'l: t0 bear on enemy in front of C Coy.S.A.A. fire
was also directed at enemy{ who was approx. 350 strong.%nemy then

retired..e...During this action a Pl. of A Coy which l2ed been a carrying

| party moved across behind us to support C Coy.
| Approx. 1300 hrs. Coy H.Q. personnel get food and blankets 1

to 18 Pl. '
| Sections of 18 Pl. re-organis ed as 40 % had become casualties
chiefly from mortar fire,some from S.A.%.
At approx. 1200 hours +the plain below our position(that is,
in a general area about 2 miles away) became alive with A.F.V.'s,M.C.'s,
and M.T. carrying troops.Many vehicles were hauling guns,They were
assenbling in a depression smxthexpXaimxfx about 2 miles fwd of =mmx
- us.Others vehicles moved straight toward us over xh= ploughed ground,
gullies ete. to dead ground below our position about 1400 hours.They
included tanks.It was haxd to estimate thenumber because of difficultie:
of observation.The arty was inadequate for ded ing with them. When
new targets were mentioned the arty had to report that its hands were
full.
At approx. 1500 hrs. the enemy again attacked up the gulley
toward C Coy. with between 150 and 200 men that we could see.D coy

engaged him for about an hour ,unti 1 he pulled back.
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Battle of Veve --B D Coy's activities..ocontd...Page?2

Capt. Braham moved round hill to Ffecce enemy movet and reported
three tanks and enemy M.T. debussing troops in area C(see sketch).F.0.0.
with Bren gun and crew and A/T rifle mmixzxmw maved to observation

- positi on.Time appIrox. 1630, | -

A few minutes af terward,an enemy tank which had apparently moved

up re-@ trant between am C and D Coys ,opened fire with M.G. and shell.
fromz€zCoyzareax Our fire had no effect on him at all.He continued t0 hit
¥¥mw 17 and 18 Pl. smixefxkheixrxEIXxx with very 2c Cy ire.The two
Pls., were ordered to withdraw by sections e ng Do IR NPT ap in
18 Pl. mxx received a direct hit from the tank gun.

When tank attack began between 400 and 500 infaniry were moving

. : 16 Pl Comd wHgXasEERXNNEXRNEX XRE X RN X oOUmE _.._- gsHEY was
informed of the position and ,to ar oid becoming isolated,withdrew his
platoon to area nearer coy H.Q. +o whom a message to withdraw hd bnssk
18 Pl. had moved back,but 17 Pl, had not yet -withdrawn.A
runner was sent and retumed stating that the Pl. Comd. had received the
order to withdraw.texgxpRsitionzrRearxEGuyXEIRT
Capt. Simpson returned from Coy Comds conf. and gave the
order that the Bn. wes withdrawing and that the coy. was to move out.
17 Pl.,according TO previous -arrangement,had an alternative
line of withdrawal tkrmughxgxdzi along re-entrant at its rear.
The Pl.,however,was over-run by tank and infantry.
_ Lieut. Diffeyx moved out with rmmaimimgx his last
section in rear of companyam&x and in the comparatively open ground
that followed the main creek line E-W,which was being covered by
German fire from the former RangeTr position and from the German tanks-
e collected a number mxf of stragglers HExwasxjeined xRy xMajoxrX X e uamna X
vty rinstinyof XA en) MWWWWW
Nemtfordvef xDrxCay MWMI‘IG were a2lmost exhausted.The main
body of the Bn. had by this time passed out of sight over the ridge that
rose up on the south side of the creek. '
itxthrszstaxe Lieuts. Howard and McCormick who had
been at rear of ¢ Coy and Lieut. Mumford of D Coy jFeinxdxile  BXTXFRX
ﬁznzmhsxzmﬂhisanzrmwdmmzhﬂ&wm who had been
held up by sweeping mortar,gun and M.G. fire ,were met in area near
church (Florina 805651).Major MacDonald and Csp tain Austin(A Coy ) and
ILieut Strong(A/Adj.) who had been near B.H.Q. directing movement o f rear
parties and Lieut Fleming(I.0.) Wwho had been further west toward pass
directing men who had st aggled or had been cut off @y from direct route !
out by tanks,arrived 1n area near church.The route from our formeX
positions and the &rea near the church were being covered by heavy fire
of all types.Ma who lay down ToO avoid this fire had to be brought to

thetr feet and made TO move On. v BY cCiEVT. DIFFEY
The party moved 51;0111 UE urch up ridge past SxmERKXEEN
pusitionzabanicne R ZEaX Y abandoned Greek gun position and on to
slopes on high ground.When we still had approx. half.a mile to g0 to
get off the high ground on to the lake plain below more stragglers had
sppeared.I told the party that I would gather them up with the assistance
of Pte Cleland.While this was being done a German tank nevedz A2 0By
accompanied by infantry moved along parallelx to the route taken by
our party.Il made the exhausted men discard their equipment and moved dow
dom to where the rest of the party e d been,idnly to find a number of
them coming back.These men informed us that a tank had cut them off.
Among them were Li-ubt. McCorxmick and yumf ord,who said that Uaptd. Howard
and: Lieut. Strong were also cut offThe last two did not join us. :
the prty was now about 20 strong.’t waited in a wadil
for approXx. 3/4 hour until it became reasonably dark.Then we moved o £
intending to follow a route decided on from the map.Liecuts.McCormick and
mamford became separated from us while coming down a steep ' 'scrub CAENEXR
covered slope and were not seen again.Out party skirted the two villages
on the route and made in the direction of where we could see our arty
gun flashes.At approX. 0200 April 13 we came to a line of A.F.V,.'8
thinking theee to be the enemy we spent a lot of time tryigg to find a
way round ,and as we couldn't,decided to find a way through.Wewere
detected and fired on.We tha heard men in the A.F.V.'s talking English
and yelled out that we werxe Australians.l was then directed to whexe
: the Bde staff was nearby and was €SCO to Brig. Vasey.In

he , morwng
we rejoined the Bmn. at the Aliakmon. Gl s 7L ’f[ ﬂn

:Z—_y(.'ro. c : : a
RCDIGT1023098
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BATTLE OF VEVE PASS.

Report by Lieut. C. Thompson. 0.C. Maortar Pl. o ————

The Pn. left Daphnl camﬁann 6th April travelling North for 4 days arrivi D8
at VEVE Pass on 10th April.

These ®ere 4 days of nnﬁyla few hours sleep, long mcrches and gemeral
fatigue which put the troops in very low condition physically % mentally.

The Bn. took up its pogitlon on the night of 10-4-41. At 0400 hours on
11-4-41 the mortar Pl. wds tsken forward to a position in the "Waddy" in
rear 200 yds. of "C" Coy H.Q. ‘

To help in getting the¢ mortars to thelr position 2 carriers were sent

to my ald. These promed valueless owing to the wet & stlcky condi tion

of the ground. This meant man-handling the mortars % Bombs for about 2
miles mostly up steep mountaln passes. This added to the already ~fatigued
condition of the men left them far fromfighting fit on arriving at our

position at approx 0700 hrs. 21Eh Ap™il,. -

Shortly after our arrival a report came through to Capt. Robertson "C"
Coy from Capt. Simpson "D" Coy that the Enemy were crawling up dead ground
on "C" Coy front. Capt. Robertson called on me to stir them up.

4s each bomb exploded, Bren gun fire was heard fpom "D" Coy and it was not
long before the enemy retreated. The rest of the day was quiet.

pne mortar was left in the original poslition the other was attached to
"D" Coy. The night was quiet. ©One Sec. of C. Coy eas cap tured.

11 Apr. Early this morning 1t atarted to raln by 1100 hrs snow was falling
this lasted all the afternoon % into the night. Enemy annoyed us with
Patrols throughout the night.

12 Apr. Early this morning there was a fog which 1ifted at approx. 0800
hrs. This is when the Battle started. The Enemy were held up and on
occasions driven back. At approx. 1100 hrs mortars withdérawn to H.Q. Coy
Pioneers area, due to expendlture of a1l ammunition. Then the enemy theew
in everything and came at us again. They wereczheld for some time. At /
approx. 1400 one mortar was taken up to "D" Coy. Whilst I was on rercon.,
I could see enemy coming up on "C" Coy in very large numbers. They were
coming up a Waddy in what appeared to be column of roety then defllying
into sections and spreading out fanwise with sections in extended line.
There seemed to be & never ending atream of them.

The mortar was tak:n upt to a posltion on ridge 200 yds. left on Trig.
Point. Flred on thelr column inflicting heavy casualtles. |

By this-time "C" Coy had started to withdrawclosely pursued by the enemy.

Two tanks appeared out of the same waddy as the column, moving towards
Rangers, across "D" Coy front. |

one tank was firing ocross the road towards Rangers area and while 1t was
firing 1t continually reversed back .towards Waddy.

we fired our last 6 bombs,mwhich was enough for their mortars to have us
ranged, they landed thelr first bomb 10 yds to our left. Kecelved * <7
message that 3 sec. of anqu;nwnri'ﬁppranahlng"tatnrd trig. Polnt on our
right so moved back behind © " Coy was about to engage this party when
ordered by Captl Simpson to wlthdraw. at approx 1715 hrs 12 Apr. ‘

We started to wilthdraw carrying all mortar gear &% bombs. On reaching ares
between B.H.Q. & Creek we came ander heavy machlne gun & Tank fore. 1t
them became impossible to move % carry such a heavy load so the heavier
parts were dumped. |

&
i‘ﬁ,l X
y

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1023098



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1023098



— T prrTe—

ﬂ- | ' ' ; . - ——— e - | = o .
o ; _,.1_-1. ~% H;f:fidﬂ fvﬁ;z"_r&-i j‘:-ét}u q_ ‘ L‘:E-q\
S ) i |

Y, 2 NOTES ON MORTAR PL. ACTIVITIES-

:; BAITLE OF EEVE PASS. HPPK ‘3

1, XYNON NERON.

T 1

Gcﬂuggtinn of posltions.- Both detachments were placed under command
C" Coy in s- pos « Transport of men and stores to Mortar Poans.
was comparatively easy as tpt., was enabled to get e¢lose to base plate
posns., selected. No digging was done, under orders 0.C. "C" Coy,
but all arrangements were completed to enable the dets., to anaswer any
C.P.F. given. Targets were selected on a feature 8000 yds., distan t
and commanding the position occupled by "C" Coy. Dets. were also
re@dy to neutralise the dead gd. behing this feature, Cover was good
and covered lines of approach for rations, etec., very convenlent.
There was no contact with enemy whilst in this position.

4 ' :
WITHDRAWAL. Amn., was dumped at positions, Replenishment could have
been effected with 1ittle difficulty. ‘Transport, after unloading stores,
was sent to "B" Bol. area, where 1t was wlthin close eall. Perscnnel
were aflected by cold temperatures and high alti tude,

—

2.VEVE ¢ KLIEDL, OCCUPATION OF THE POSITION:- Both dets. were ggaln

ordered « in supporti o C" Coy on the left flank. Owling to the

terrain, the men were required to march from Werlon, carrying the greater

part of their kit and blankets. The steep gradlients and high alt! tude

inflicted a tremendous straln on them, and they arrived at the assembly

point in a "played out" condtion. Owing to delays in arrival of tpt.

due to road & track conditions, 1t was imposdibhle to get the Dets. and

further fwd., than B.H.Q. by dark. Permission was obtalned for them to

Join fwd. Coys. at first light. The pl. bivouaced at the creek crossing

for the night and later, when the vehicles came up.upnloaded all stores

and had them ready for moving fwd. Vehicles:then.returned to "B™ Ech.

up to "C" Coy,as early as possiblx. Accopdis two carrlers were

used to carry the stores from the creek fo- the viainlity of B.H. Qb <«

and from there the Mortar Pl. asslisted ﬁy the Pioneer Pl. did a

"long carry". The distance to "C" Coy was approx. two miles by the

most praciicable route. the first half being down hlll but very sodden

and the second half steep ard over rock-strewn ground. The darkness

the welght carried by each indlividual, and the physlical condltion

of the men necessltated frequent halts. The party reached "C" Coy !
at approx. 0700 hrs, and as thlngs were then very quiet - a reconalas- |
ance wss made before opening {ire. This recce. falled to locate any tari
ts sullable to the Mortar and no tasks were dealth with until a Hun
attack was made on the left flank &f "C" Coy, One Mortar was then
employed, and flred 18 rds. H.E. on fo the fwd. slopes of "C" Coys
feature. The attack slackened a little later and was not renewed. |
Owing to the F.D.L.'s. being on reverse slopea, considerable difficulty
was experienced in trying to locate an 0.P. from which the mortsr
could be controlled. All possible 0.P's were found to be so far in
front of our F.D.L's that control would be impessible unless the

weapon were brought so far froward as to 1gnore the principles of its
use in defence. The use of a telephone here would have been a boon.
Later on the same day on Det. was moved to "D" Coy feature in an |

#

ende vour to solve this problem, but met with no success. Durlng the y
day, spasmodic firing by both Dets., was dobm, malnly on the dead graund’%

7

in front of "C" Coy. PEoth Dets., concentrated in rear of "g" Coy H.Q.
for the night.

thle very soon used all avallable stocks. Amn. was avalilsble at the
creek but the diffuculty was to get carrying parties onm transport.
One load was sent off by carrier early in the morning but the carrler
became bogged and never reached its destination. Later, amn. arrived

per the Ploneer Pl. and Mor. Pl. carrylng parties and a Det. was sent
up to "D" Coy under command.

ihe next day lack of amn. at first restricted activity to one Mor. and !
)
i

Lieut. Thompson tells the story of this Dets. actlons.

The other Det was left under Sgt. Davis at the pioneer Pl, posn. Ry

thls time, animal pack ppt. was delivering amn. and about 12 rds H.E.
were received by this method.

/
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At She time that the order to withdraw was glven to .éﬁy‘ﬁ;"*ﬁﬁ_& wr.tm"‘m_
- with sgt. Davis Det. and received the order re. s
Capt. Simpson undertook to warn the Det. unde Ehia command.

il i | . '!-a" o s q".l;"ri'l'"' . = . ;:-ur" i 'h-- 2 L

—

a

‘Davi's Det. had been ordered to withdraw and cbncentrate SOUTH of the
CHURCH RIDGE when the wrilter noticed Huns crossing the flat some 12 ) yds
away across the Rly. line 1n conslderable nembers. As there were stlll
three H.E. bombs left in the area an attempt was made to engagethls “
target, but as the men were agszembling the Hurﬁar, the area was swept -
by M.G. fire, apparently from the ridge, and as it was thought unwise to
r1sk the whole det. for three bombs the order yas glven to carry on with
the withdrawal. A#$ 1t once became apparent tha the men were in scuh a
conditlon as to make the extrication of the mortar impossible, and so 1t
was ordered to be abondoned. =

(It is not thought necessary to go into the question of physical condition
here, no doubt the R.M.0. has dealt with this sub ject)
: \

AMMUNITION: was al all times a grave problem, and 1t would appear that
anuma. tpt. would effectively solve the problem in this sttuathén.

RATIONS: were naturally always cold when recelved.

TRAHSPQR%: our wheeled tpt. was of no use whatsoever, except to get the
3. Into the area, Tracked vehlcles were essential, and even they be-

came bogged.
. PERSONNZL: The men were imbured with the right spirit- a determination

ﬁ y do the utmost damage To the enemy. Although both Mortars were
" abandoned, this was odne, each case, only on the order of an Officer.

i
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BATTLE OF VEVE PASS April
iedivities _t_:r_f Int. 8ece.

1 sctivities via lariss
was attached to I Sec for training) leave

recce via Ptolemais,Perdika

meets Bn. between Perdika and Rodona and

Coy Comds pick up coys.Our arty

eidl
with one O

D700 :Sec begins 0.P. work
communication and distances.
situation plotted on it.

g successful wse of

11 Apr:Snow prevent
rain.Groundsheet 1is

snow,sleet and chief
0800 hrs:I.0. goes ToO C Co
taken in attacks overn¥g ht.
ppforzsd and Bde informe

J

12 Apr:ApproX.
RuE

prisoners
Hitler regteDiv.
year.Prisoners taken to
over to Bde I.O.

Two men detailed tO accompany
App10X.1000 hrs.. I.0. instructe
or two exceptions at BHO and ge
+taken to amm point at mouth of C a
organis ed and aan,which had been dumped

approXe half mile
boggy rovgh ground.

+ amn to

10,11,12.

. and Observations A'u '

one as adv party eX Alexand

and
a,Veria.l.

to Xyno-Neron night 8/9 April.Bn.
guides to Xyno-Neron pos

LBV %wing to d
Enlarged map Bn. area prepared and

d.,0ne pris
ambulance at rosd bend near

o i/c toxmmmm recce Al

nd D Coy wadis.

+to amn point &as carriers or

Yok an oty Qfin 4
a
+0 arrange reception of Bn.
0. and Sgte. Watt(who
Verria with Brig and B.M. on

recce P arb%
on.

iti

t Kleidi already in action.
ifficulties of

0.P. and maps suffer as result of

cover available.

and collects two pariinded FEIROREX

risoners from Adolf
oner has diarxry for
Kleidi and handed

Both p

izkmon position.
ollect all men with one ®
Party of approx. 20 men
Carrying parties

st fwd of Kleidl,carried
vehicles could not Cross

COVSe

J

¥niteazIzRX wﬁﬁxmmgxﬁﬁmn& Ahatramoplacedby: garriers -mesr
ZNERYXXRX IR

mmmﬂ-@mxﬂﬂmmﬂ
Bhring these arrangements MEERINE MG's

' d opened fire.l 100

only our own

held.I sent the RSM wh
+wexx the MG's which h
own tps.(Later I sent a messSage
our tps on Veve ridge
for enfilade fire woul
rear over the Rangers position.The two
" BHO,moved to B Coy's area, tRelx
of my party helping to carry up the
- Amn was sent up from dump established

bh

troops moving on the DO
o had been attending t
ad no observation 1O £
advising them To move
where their longer Iange mez¥n and oppro
d assist in slowing up

g n XPEATE XE
guns and aml.

A BEE

Prom position AXRENX between
ked to see wiat they were
sition we

o the am dump,to stop

ivre at a ything but our

fwd to support

ptunities

+the German advance TO our

MG!s--with approval ol
zigxa detachment

gllIlB 5.4 -HZ .

at wadi mouth to B,C and D

COYSe
Approx. 1400 hrs. Iieut. Lowe (TO) arrived with four pack horses
which had been abandoned by Greeks and we loaded these to cally both

SA and mortar amn.They assisted also

steep slope TO B coy arec.
As pressure on our POS
on with all availab

in getting the BZ MG!

ieft flank.B Coy's phone with an orderly !
nd as sniping at us was be® mingnr :

s up the

frequent (apparently from across the railway 1ine in foothills) I

rigeged a stone shelter round the phone

orderly and was able 1O

transmit reports and observations to BHU.

Amn was still being sent to COYS.
About this time(appToxX. 1530 hrs.)
carriers appeared fwd of Kleidl ,
am point.Thexx carriers X
being put out of action completely.

detachment rted to my
been sent to cover pass,but had had to

After reference to BHOQ 1 placed detachmen®

pelow D Coy covering pasSsS.

of p
fire,source of whi
foothills.Guns were appale

o

T
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Page 2--Int Sec «ss YEVE

oy

tyMpersonnel were ed in helping with amn supplye

Between 1530 and 1600 hours could see infanitry deployed and in
large numbers moving south up z¥opegxef fwd slopes of Trig 1009
feature 1l.€. slightly ¥ufi real left.This was reported To BHQ.

, from positions even further

Tnereased firing by MG's fram that area
+to our rear tham where infantry were visible moving up slnpe,cﬂnfi:rme_ﬁ_

+hed Huns had over-Iun fwd mreaxefzfeZaXyE slopes of feature at least,
' although we had had no word of Rangers withdrawing.The slopes offered
" plenty of cover ond it was almost impossible to locate enemy MG'S
firing at us. :
Coy Comds conf. had been called for 1700 hrs o+t am point and jus®
bfore 1700 hrs. mesSSage came through from D Coy that tank was g
amongst fwd platoons".

AdJT represented co at conf(see Adjt's report) and orders for
withdrawal had just been completed when X particularly heavy bursts BX
of NG fire wexe directed at area.First burs® padly wounded & man
standing by . . ‘

Coy comds moved .to take charge of their coys in withdrawal and
Ad ] returmed to BHO. '
As B coy moved out LX ZiBXEEBE TAX party established to cover B SS
noved out in easterly airection with thow~
As I stayed for sSome +time in this position o guide stragglers OT
men who had been cut off by tank fire I had a good opportunity ©
X% M kXK= movements within the limits

slope as they moved out of sight again. |
en in position in valley
had been withdrawn

to our rear and fwd of K

early in afternoon). ,
At same time ,more MG posts had been established on feature west
of Kleidl and were dominating valley.Enemy infantxy ,suppnrbad by
at least One tank was moving fhrough pass into my view about_ 800 yds,
away to the west.Enemy infantry was also moving from the trig 1009
feature acYoss the road toward Kleidl and £xax ]
+ least one tank in Kleidl.

strike of shells thelr aDP ared to be a
4 of our personnel I moved along

After the area nad been cleare
+ and joined Ma joTr MacDonald and captain Austin

a dry creek bed eas
strong(A/AdJ) whazhatzheEnxdt 2ECXIREX

(A Coy) and Lieut. _ :
. We moved acrosSs +ochurch area (8@ Ref Florina

in Rzhin near BH
at, Diffey on the way(see D Coy

enlargement,ﬁ@ﬂfﬁﬁﬂ] picking up Tie
rem rt)e

ol e Ty

-

fpeg Party sSwung sopatrxeasx in southerly direction :I‘:‘rbﬁn

church ,wheih was under heavy mortar and MG fire.

:tpnmmhingzimmai@amizimmmmmﬂﬂ
As stated in Licut Diffey's report a tank (probably the

one vhich had reached Kleidl earlier ) appeale
party.Major MacDonald,Captain Austin and mysélf
lope about 100 yds away

an open stretch of ground leading o the down S
from ak range of & out 500 ydse.The +tank was

when the tank opened up
surrounded BY infantry.As there wWas no cover we kept on walking and
is we joined the main

+he shells missed.On the +rack south O
body of the Bn. ' flat easst west of the

lakee.
The Bn. was again shelle

and the main road.
Near Soter the Bn. me + the covering line of tankse

A11 Int. Sec. sketches =EmE maps and documents wexre destroyed

when it became clear.that the withdrawal would be made under presSsSurc.
The log diary,however, Was prought out safely. (It was destroyed later in

the sinking of the Costa Rica).

IlOn 2/8 m'l

d from tanks on +the ridge between Petrais
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Events between 1200 hrs, and 2200 hrs. 12 Apr. 41

i Report by Capt. N.F.Ransom,
- Adj, 2/8 Bn.,A.I.F.

1.The Bn. was holding a defensive position kmXwEwER along ridge East of
Veve and in ‘direction of Kelle.

2,The enemy was eXerting considerable pressure on our left coys. and on
the Rangers on our 1e 1, This is borne out by the action of the Rangers
vh o withdrew about midday to a position south of +he road.The Rangers
informed 19 Bde H.O.- that the enemy were 1in considerable strength on
the southern slope of our ridge. Bde asked for confimation of this
about 1400 hrs. and I was able %O state that this was not so as we were
using the slope for amn. supply etc.

3.0rders for withdrawal ,to commence at 1900 hours,were recelw d and the
C.0. called a conference of Coy Comds. for 1700.Location of conference

Amm point at rear of C Coy wadi.
4,During the afternoon there was a considerable AMBEREXE movement of Greeks

retiring across our right rear.VWe received no news from The Greeks of thei!
5.At approXe 1640 message was received from A Coy . é;ﬁzen‘biuns /
stating that Greeks = d withdrawn snd that Bn's right flank was wide Opern
c.0. decided to remaln at B.H.Q. in case of anything developing out of
this withdrawal of Greeks and to contact Bde. (It was about this time That

telephone comfunication with Bde. +through Rangers Wwas found to have

ended,apparently.because phone at Ranger H.0. to our left rear was no
longer manned.See sig. officer's report).The 'C.0. sent the Adj to YepIesS-

ent him at coy. comd's conf.
6.Coy Comds assembled at R.V. and were immediately shelled by tank from
- 4top of C Coy wadl and m chine gunned from feature which Bangers had been
holding(S. of road bend, ) |
7.At the same time the enemy attacked B Coy (lef? coy.) fom three sides
and the coy. was forced mikkh to withdraw.In view of the fact that the
enemy were advancing down the road toward Kleidl and were at least half
a mile behind the position held by the Bn.,and ,in addition,as the rightT
flank was complete 'y open,it was de cided to withdraw in succession from
the left and to attempt to find a route out EHNXEHEER across country to
Petrais.This was carried out under harassing fire from enemy tanks,
mortars and M.G.'s.The first paxrt of the withdrawal was covered by a
detachment of Rangs rs who came from bogged and HEE disabled carriers
that had come to cover +he road.In addition there was a party collectel
by the I.0. from B.H.0. which had been working on the s pply of amn.
The second stage of the withdrawal was covered by the A-A pl.,dismounted.
. After crossing the open country between the Bn. position and ridge
rurming eastward from Kleidl the Bn. erossed two ridges --Kleidl ridge an(
one just south of it.

g, At this stage’ there was SOmME confusion ,as enemy ‘tanks wele still® °
maintaining contact and were continuously she 11irdg.The white verey light
of the enemy's leading troops NEXE Was going up on the road at least two
miles south of the main body of the Bn.I had becane separated from the
¢.0. during a particularly hea&y burst of shelling and took it on myself
4o reform the unit.This Was done and B Coy occupied a position to cover

the Test of the unit who moved out by pls in the general direction of
pPetrais.hen the other COYS were clear B Coy withdrew At this stage 1 X
was joined by the R.M.O0. and ®me of his S.B.'S and we came out at the
tail of the column after i had destroyed all my papers.l did this as 1
consi dered Xkak iT 1likely that the enemy wounld swing toward Lake Peteresko
anda cut us off.

g.,At approX. 1915 the tail of the o lunn was oOn the high ground West of
Petrais and I could see siX vehicles near the village.l left the R.M.0.,
to wait for several stragglers and made direct to the vehicles which
+turned out to be a British A-T troop.The Comd.-~2 Lt.-had orders to walt
mtil 2000& hrs. before moving but as I was able to give him the picture
and to inform him that the brdgges had all been blown,he decided that he
wounld attempt to get clear.The time was appTOXe. 1930, This officer offered
pexaxixfx to 1ift as many personnel as could get on the tpt and this wWas
done as soon as the tp? reached the column.The c.0. and seve al other

officers were also picked up.An eneny tank appeared at the top of the
ridge and shelled the M.T. as it moved along the road toward Apyntion.The
The re Were some.casualties.On arrival at Amyntion 1t was found thatnthe
bridge had been blown and tpt was abandoned and the Bn. moved across EXREN"
country to Soter where We were met by the T.0. and Carrier P1 Comd. in a
Carrier.They informed mx C.0. of loc ation of tp carrying tpt C.0. and
Adj. reported tO Bde H.0. & Bn. eventually got on TO tpt and moved to

Aliakmon TriveT.

. :::'.'-..n'af '
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