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WAR DIARY Army Form (-
Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence or -
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Part 1L MNGE"SW
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages ) X -
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase keading nol reguired).
¢ Kemarks and
Place ¢ l% Date | Hour Summary of Events and Tnformation 7 n\;;if:;;;__f:,
. " Mar T Jﬁbéééions.- 16 A Tk Coy noved to GHEMIWES area.
B el 1 6 Aust Div
TAMBIA Int Summary.- 6 Aust Div Int Summary No. 29 was issued at 2230 hra. Int Swmary
ko, 29 )
2 Locations.- 16 A Tk Coy moved to GTAFIA, and 2/3 Fd Regt to DERNA area.
3 Visitors.- Li-Gen Sir Philip Neame, VC, CB, DSO, GOC-in-C CYREMAICA, accompanied by
Tleut The Earl of Ranfurley, ADC, and Ma} P.Marsham, GSO II CYRENAICA FORCE, arrived at
Adv 6 Ausat Div EQ at 1630 hrs.
Operations.- Tec/R at 1315 hrs reported large concentrations enemy KT on the rd WEST
og frontier and Comd CYRCOM asked HIDEAST for bombing resources to be available against
such targets. . -
Locations.~ Statement was issued as at 0900 hirs today. °Eo§Pg§a2:3

Relief of 6 Aust Div.- Advice was received that 6 Aust Div would be relleved by 9 Aust ment, 3 Mer o

Div, 20 Aust Inf Bde taking over from 17 Aust Inf Bde, and 51 A Fd Regt from 2/1 Fd Regt. s/113/G.

roN .3

Honours end Awards.- Announcerient was made ln the Press today that Els Majesty the King
nns veen gracloualy pleased to confer a Knighthood of the Bpitish Empire on kaj-Gen I.C.
Mackay, CMG, DSO, VD, GOC 6 Aust Div, for his services in the CYRENAICA campaign.

GHQ, ME, advised that tho Distingulshed Service Order has been con-
ferred on Maj I.R.Campbell, psc, G80 II, 6 Aust Div, for services in the field.

4 Visitors.- Lt-Gen Sir Philip Neame, VC, CB, DSO, accompanied by GOC 6 Aust Div (Sir Iven
Mackay, and 630 I (Col G.A.Vssey), and personal staffs visited the units under comd 6
Aust Div in the fwd aresa.

Locations .~ 2/3 Fd Degt moved to SATUL: area.
Att Tps.- 51 A Fd Regt came under comd 6 Aust Div.
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WAR DIARY Amy Form C. 2118,
Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence or f -~y
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Part IT. —NTEBHGEﬁGE—SW
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages \ \ .
will be prepared in manuscript. {Erase heading nol required).
. i Kemarks and
Place I Date Summary of Events and Tnformation 1—1':{;:;05 céo ~
o Lmeenm e e ecs o o s : ‘ . 6 Ausi Div
Mar | - 4 .
: Int Surmery.- 6 Aust Div Int Summary No. 30 was 1ssued at 1400 hrs . Int S
4 \{ '1 )
(contd} ¥o. 30 9pp%. 4.
con Captured German Aircraft.- The procedure Iin connection with German Air Force prisoners
and alreraft brougnt down or forced landed In our territory was repeated to units. S/BSQ/GSI.HFF;:.S
Security of Documents.- Instns for disposal of unit files was promulgated. S/B60/GST firex.L:
5 Operations.~ 6 Aust Div Op Instn No. 29 iassued at 2220 hrs, amplifying the roles of fwi 6 Aust Div
T3 . - Op Instn ’{29 o
: Fpx. 7.
6 Operations.- Amendment to Op Instn lo. 29 of 5 ilar wes issued st 1830 hrs. Amend to 6
: : Aust Div O
: . Instn 29 .‘.P ®. <
' CYRENAICA Comd Op Instn ¥o. 4 1ssued and 6 Aust Div to deny enemy the ares EAST of the e
' general line of the boundary between CYRENAICA and TRIPOLITANIA. .
: : - + : - hrs . . 6 Aust Div
: ’ Int Surmary.- 6 Aust Div Int Surmery No. 31 issued at 1500 hrs nt S
i lic. 31‘”"“1
Relijef of G Aust Div.- 6 Aust Div Hovement Order ljo. 1, issued at 2125 hrs, provides for the 6 Aust Div
“relief of © Aust Div units by 9 Aust Div, and for 6 Aust Div move to EGYET. " Movemsnt
: Order Ko.l
Aty Tps.- 37 Lt AA Bty RA comes under comd 6 Aust Div. Qepc..c.
1 “Vvisitors.~ GOC and ADC left for BARCE for discussions and talks with GOC S Aust Div.
¥aj-Gen Sir Iven Mackay and ADC to f£ly to EGYPT on ¢ lar.
, Brig lurray, Comd 20 Ede, arrlived 1700 hrs, accompanied by Staff Officer for
instns re "teke cver" of fwd areas.
g Visitors.- GOC and G T © Aust Div arrived at Div HQ at 1630 hrs.
Tustre Force.- GCol Prior, 42 6 Aust Div, returned from CAIRO at 163¢ hrs with Admin Instn
of Lustre rorce, of which 6 Aust Div is to form a part. AQ Branch issued instns to units
on the move back to ZGYPT. =de Gps are to move to IERSA IMATRUH and refit there. From then
on, all units come under direct comd GHR, }E (L'ofement Control) and will move from HATRUE
ag
ins:EIJ‘:J'USFS? !'2?', c&l}&&ﬂﬁ s ﬂl?ga- Eﬁ? Jurcoses of enbarkation, HQ 6 Aust Div will be under .
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WAR DIARY Ammy Form C. 2118.
; .«
Tastructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence or r
a0 The Sttt Momal vespectivily. CEite poge: —INTELLICENCE-SUMMARY--

and the Stafi Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript.

(Erasc keading not reguired).

Place

]
Date '

Hour

- Mar -

8
{ centd)

(o]

io

Summary of Events and Information

19 Auat Inf Bde gp for adm.

Locations .~ 1§ Aust Inf Bde Gp moved to MATRUH. This Gp includes2/l Fd Coy and 2/1 Fd Amb.

Rellef of & Aust Div.- 5 Armd Bde were instructed to protect the front of 17 Ast Inf Bde
during thelr rellsf by 20 Aust INf Bde from 2000 hrs 9 iar, until 0700 hrs 10 Har.

Div Comds were advised that 9 Aust Div would assume responsivility
for the area from 1200 hrs 11 Kar, snd would take over all code names intact.

: Relief of 6 Aust Dive- Div Comds were advised thet 9 Aust Div would also take over origin-
: aterts numbers on the reilef.

6 Aust Div lovement Order YNo. 2 for the move Zastwards to HATRUGH

' of 6 Aust Div HQ Gp was issued at 1200 hrs.

- Int Summary.- 6 Aust Div Int Summmery ¥o. 32 was issued at 1400 hrs.

Locatbions .~ 17 Aust Inf Bde Gp less 2/6 Bn moved to AGEDAIIA area, 2/6 =n moving to

) DARAEUA.

' Locations.~ 2/1 "d Regt moved to AGEDABIA, 17 Sde Gp less 2/6 Bn to TOGRA, and 2/6 Bn
To ﬁﬁ.rﬁ‘izl ’ ?

Inemy Alr Actliviby.- Adv BQ 6 sust Div was bombed and rmachinsagunmed from the air twice

. today. The first attack was at 0750 hrs when two LE 110s returning from the direction

of AGEDABIA dropped two bombs on Div Sigs dispgersal ares and machinsgunned tho men's
cooithouse. The second attack was made by 3 KB 110s sbout 130C nrs when one bomb was

' dropped and the men's cockhouse and the ridge benind the G offlcs machinogunned. “he

Dlanes wmet heavy LG fire. Two cssualities wero reported from the morning attack - an
orderly received a slight scalp wound and the Cpl Cook of 9 Div was wounded in the
shoulder. There were no casualtles from the afhernoon raid.

. "AC . o
Locauions.-ﬁﬁdv fiq 6 Aust Div moved to TACRA in accordance with 6 Aust Div Moverment Opder

Ve .

RO WSS 1080 0w 12,30 BPL 5136 Farnme CHIS R %&
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Remarks and
references to

__i___Appendices

S/130/G. dpon .y

0/822, fgpx.1

0/825. Aprx- 3.

6 fust Div
Move Order

0. 2. 420814,
6 Aust Div

- Int Surmary

No. 32. fppx.15

6 Aust Div
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WAR DIARY Ammy Form C. 2118. -
Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence or < -7
e e o eg, Part 1T, —BNFELHIGENCE-SUMMARY:—— :
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages ) ? -
will be prepared in manuscript. {Erase heading not required). -
i Remarks an
] g ] i
Pface ! Date ' Hour , Summary of Events and Information H ri{umcd? mtso
Cogem - e T T T 6 Aust Div
Map - Int Surmiary.- 6 Aust Div Int Summary o. 35 issuad at 1415 hrs. Int Summary
- 11 No. 33
(centd) 'Jppx.f\—;_

' Helief of 6 Aust Div.- 9 Aust Div assumed respondloility for defence of the area from
1200 nra Teday, and all att units and 16 Aust A Tk Coy passed %o their comd.

TOCRA 12 Locations.- B Gp HQ 6 Aust Div moved to TOCRA and 4 Gp'to DERNA.
17 Aust Inf Bde Gp and A San 6 Aust Cav moved to TOGRUK .
MARTUBA: 13 . - Staff.~ Col G.A.Vassey, DSO, G680 I 6 Aust Div, was promoted to Temporary Zpigadier and
: appolnted to comd 19 Aust inf Bde.
: : Col R.B.Suthorland is appointed GSO I 6 Aust Div,
f Locationa.- B Gp HQ 6 Aust Div wmoved to LIARTUBA and A Gp to TOBRUK. 2/2 rd Regt moved to
i . B .
SALUM ' 1e : . Locations .~ B Gp HQ@ 6 Aust Div movad to SALUK and were joined there ©ty A Gpn. 6 Aust Div
: Ilovement Opder No. 2 rrovided for this stop to be made at BARDTIA, but in visw of the
. khasin blowing, the move was continued to SALUH. 2/2 Fd Regt moved to SIDT BARRANT
s 2/2 Fd Px Coy to BUQBUY and 19 Aust Inf Bde Gp to BARDIA.
MATARUH . 15 ?Locations. = HQ 6 Aust Div moved to Mersa Natruhe The move for this day was to have been to
: .Buq Bud, but tne intense sand storm was still blowing and the extrs distance wes travelled
to avold the worst of the storm. 16 Aust InT Rde Gp moved to Ikingl Haryut and 19 Aust Inf
‘Bde, 2/2 F4 Regt and 2/2 Fd Coy L0 Matrihe
JKINGI 156 ‘Locations.- HQ 6 Aust Div wmoved to Tkingl Maryut and shered blllets and orfices wlth HQ 1
WARYUT Aust Corps. Div EQ seitled down to refit, and a period of comparative Inactivity followed,
23 there were no troops under comd, all units teing under direct comd of GHQ, ME (Movement
Control).
17 Locations.~ Statement was issued as at 1800 hrs today, with a limited distribution. MAM Sqn 6 Aust Di v
us 2% moved to Tkingi Heryut today. , Loc Stgte=
Gy

ment 17 ¥ar.

’¢§§~$x erx . t7
A0 W TRer 1360 e 12,39 BPL 3105684 Forme CJ1I4 R :,-/_



WAR DIARY Amny Form C. 2118. ;S
Instructions regarding War Diarjes and Intelligence or f B YR
T e I o Crneore 1L —INTELLIGENCE-SUMMARY-—
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages h X .
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading no! reguired).
' ¥ g i Remarks and
Place i Date ! Hour Summary of Events and Information i references to
Mar 41, ' e . i ~ F_Appendices
TIKINGI HAH-} Move of "LUSTRE" Forcee~ 16 Aust Inf Bde embarked at Alexandria today for "LUSTRE"™ rforce.
22 ‘Locations. = Stetement wes issued as a2t 1800 hrs todaye. é.gch.{zgatemeﬂ:
j_—"__ . ¢ AP x. 7.
23 Loecationss = 17 Aust Inf Bde Gp moved to BUQ BURQ, 2/2 Fd Regt and 19 Aust Inf Bde less 2/11
Bnmoved To Ikingl Maryute. 2/8 Fd Regt and 1 A Tk Regt come under 19 Bde for adrinistration
of the move of "LUSTEE" force.
. 24 Move of "IUSTRE" Forcee = Personnel of HQ 1 Aust Corps entrained at Ikingl Maryut at 1400 hrs
‘ -Today, for embarkation at Alexandria. 2/1 7d Amb, 2/1 F4 Coy and Comp Coy AASC also smbarkede
, iLocations, =~ 17 Aust Inf Bde Gp moved to Matruh, and 2/1i1 Bn came under comd 17 Bdees The
; : Bde Gf also includes 2/1 Fd Regt, 2/2 and 2/7 Fd Amb, 2/2 and 2/8 Fd Coy and 2/2 Fd Pk Coye
P25 Move of "IUSTRE" Forces = Transport of HQ 6 Aust Div was loaddd during the night and this mornlng
: : moved to Alexendria docks for embarkation. Camp Comd borrowed several vehicles from HQ
i AT® for necessary duties.
' 26 ‘Lacations. - 17 Aust Inf Bde Gf moved to Iringl Maryub todaye
29 :I.ocations. =~ Statement lssued as at 1800 hrs todaye. 6 Aust Div
: Loc«Statemert
: 29 Mar. ﬁf}”‘- ‘q
AT SEA 31 ‘Move of LUSTRE Forces = HQ & Aust Div entrained at IXINGI MARYUT at 0900 hrs and by 1200 hrs
~rere embarked at ALEXANDRIA on SS "Pennland" of the Hollande=Americs Line. Also on Board
were 2/2 and 2/3 Fd Regts, 2/4 and 2/8 Bns, HQ 19 Bde and the nursing sisters of 2/6 AGH
.and 2/3 CCS. The ship fpulled out Into the narbour Tor the night,
Maps. The following maps of Cyrenalca a re attached as Appendices =
Series - Cyrenalca 1/500,000 ' Series - 1/2,000,000 Appx 20
Speclal Sheet™ ACEDABIA Appx 21 Cyrenaica M
Sheet 11 EL AGHEILA ~ Series - Libya 1/50 l : =
Sheet 20 MARASA - “Shest 10 / i "o
D .
) olonel, /
ALY W1EASY 150 i 1233 BPL 310344 Forms CNI4M .5.°6 Au?t Dive. QK— i ’fr
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,‘T-‘:_}\/ A T | ! " e —l
‘ ' SECRET

{UCT TO 3F TAUSK Iil SisyD OF BN HS)

6 AUST DIV I'™ SUKMARY No. 28, Caopy MNo: 37
pased on Information recelved 1 May 41, ‘____j

between 14G¢ hrs 26 reb and
2200 hrs, 1 kar, 41,

Ref Maps: 1/500,000 AGHEILA, WARAUDA, AGEDABIA, BENGASI. -
1/1,000,000 MISURATA, TRIPOLI.

1. ERENY GROUGND CPZRATIOQNS

6 med tanks and 2o 4 gune were soen on frontler 1015 hre, 1
Mar. MNo Inf were cbserved and no contact was made with our f£#d tps.
These ware the only ernery ground tps observad In the perloed.

2. ENEMY AIR AGTIVITY
26 Peb.~ 1355 hrs 1 EA ettacked 11 H, bellevad brouzht down in
flemes 10 miles to ses.
1635 hra 13 EA dive-borped MARZA L BRBECA snd environs.

27 Pab.- 1000 nrs 7 ZA bombed fwd bps: 9 casuelblies, € vehlcle s,
1400 hrs 4 24 rossibly Hi 111 baxbed fwd tos:no caswmliies,
1525 hrs 6 74 poselbly JU £8 bombed and MGd fwa tps:

no casualties,

1630 hrs ©A dropped 4 bombs SOLLUCH and MGE streets.
Yio damagze or casu2ltles,

Yo enemy air activity was repcrisd during 28 Feb or
1 Mar.

3. LIR KEPRTS .

27 Pab.- Seven shins bebwecn 60O and 10,000 tons, 13 ships
belowr IGO0 Tons, and 2 zeaplanes in and sbout TRIPCLI harbour. Flve
cruisers and 2 destrojers 15 miles Merth of TRIFOLY zailing =ash
chenged course to dug sesh. Sight tsileved wzrahips 50 miles W
sa3liiny teorards THRIPOLI.

28 Feb.- Four i aerodrome fAs LANUR { {9} ¥S1U7). Trucks 3
miles West of bordsr. No zcilvity on =i ari 3 to 4 mlles Scuth
from HAS LANUF to frontler.

4, TRACK % GOING INFOHFATICH

" Map of informetlcn received on tracks cnd golng in the fwd
ereas is attached es Apox "A%. Yore Infcermatlion on this subject 1s
urgently required; if josslble, wlth traces showling tracks NOT as
showr: on 1/500,000 maps.

5. CUliCLUSTON

BBC news 1830 hrs 1 iar stotes Germeny claims £o heve landed
an Army Cerps in TRIPOLITA IA. The concentration of shippi:; cbserved
by strat/f on 27 Feb and the lesseniny of ZA in the past two days
would infer tuab some see movament requirsd loeal alr superiorisy
and was belrs carried out, but in ths absence of zonflrmetory inform-
ation it 1s 0T possible at prssant to say whetner it 1s a relnforce-

zsent or a withdrawel.
- L
Time of Sizrature: )} 30Lrs. \,-.J,‘__odv-‘;< Catt,
Methed of Issue: Si:s. o. é%Mﬂ??EOEQE'
Yy AL Lot .

pistrivution - as for Int Summary iic. =2,



Jo. TELIGE e Summary, Aoge /
J . ﬁha-: -'1- /

il AND .G0ovmG RSP, KES AP, AaEOARI- L’*ﬁ"éff%
DeALE | S0 son,

-"Ll\l

£
s

X8
Ay
,
3

.
: "
. .!'_l SRR ¥ '
: . EER AL H s
i :’J*‘ ‘ -lj“ /
: St i Tern i !
: by -
A S J*‘ZA /
: S ”
. B A :
; St F-F ¢ - :
“ -~ : ‘- ’ .-
: o T g .
I 5 : - H .
' et L b, : '// -
B ! ;
| L ‘Al
: |
! v —-"--- *a
| A A
H ’ h
H ” !
i . '
H d
: ——
; -
i . ‘
i s
: g )
- M
- ’ -‘ '
. - -y T !
s v, '
' -'," v.'v N )
FL - 5 3 -
T e i, T e
: = g L eIl
} -
e
i =
. ‘L
: pe age—r :
: AT <
: - -
| e
> &
3 . 2
| s -
i -
i & Sealo
f 3 A
; g, \..-L-e. 1. SIS ORGD,
i' b3 | ie} <4 P al EY
ko AR T e e e e e s a7 7 312 wce e
L ALY TR e L T T i e bR s — e L D ‘T nn O
! . - A T lf_‘y:\,_-\l.‘.,a_\.t' .
| B ’ . R s m L
CRERLD L et L e s L":.

/n_...._ o

B s T LT L6 P gt ek B tslhpuy

m- R AR

'J -
““'-n- P A TR

- ‘é‘ ‘_~C {q_é'n

—an e o e —

LR .

. s v




Location Statempnt s5 8t 0900 hrs 5 BAR 41,

6 AUCT DIV

41
B 6 Aust Div
Int Sec 5 Aust Div

€ Aust Div
7" cec PSS

CAY

Exmp P

TTHQ 6 Aust Cav {umlsr cad BTE)
"CY Sec Sigs - 39 IAD -

B & C Sqna
A S¢qn

H 2qu

13 Aust Inf
Eda)
G" Sec Sigs = 40 1aD P "
3 Bty (4.5% How) u n
4 Bty (i8-pr) " "
RAA (attached)
¥ egb RAA
"F' Sec Sigs - 41 1D
S Bty {(25-pr}
RaZ
E} RAZ & Aust Div
2/1 Fd Coy
2/2 A3 Coy
2/8 Fd Coy
2/2 Fd Park Coy {lese S Sses)
2 3sca 2/2 Ad Park Coy
30 TAD
RAB Eattached)
o7
2/7 74 Cay
s1G3
Ady I Sigs € Aust Div

Rear BQ Sige 8§ Aust Div - 42LAD

1 Coy (less

detalls)

Dotails 1 Goy

HQ 2 Coy
R 3 Coy

e

M 18 Aust
ny? sec 8

2/1 n
2/2 Bn
2/3 Bn

Inf Bde

1ga - 46 1AD
16 Aust A Tk Coy

{under cerd
3 Armd Bds)

By 21 E‘AI!BIA
b2 4

DE5CGHAST

STWA

"

]
EADALLEYA

B, el TA¥BIA
ALE}.{"E;. BA

YA A =RI-B9E3A aran
ALTE ZOGDA aros

E%L Gt.:;ZALA

n
o

SECRET

Y

Copy 10s voo o :oo

(11019598
]
Re 9574

¥, 787269

(x)case8
(X)EﬁZEO

52"'?449

DB'.‘:.HA erea mo7ing eastrard

1 n

B, el TAITIA
L ARTAR
BATWCE
BRNGHEASY

ZiL ABIAR
RJLOCE

YL ABIAR

ACGZDABIA pran
3t TATLIMOY

B« el TAIDTS
5 ILOGR
B, el TAYRIA
SOLOCH
B. ‘33; TAUDIA

‘I‘CB'Y’{TICH

I

FORT GTAFIA
TGEEUCH

x)co508
3154484
¥8416
R. 950730
(3)54482
(S)S13zs
{5)z44m4

{5)x1c50
(5)S0429

{x)cos98
31326
{X)co508
51326
(X}cgsga

40634304

(X )B9985
40684268
41684268
59954363



"7 S0 Sigs = 48 LAD
2/5 Bn less A Coy

A Qoy:£/8 Bn

2/6 en~ /lasa o Coy & dets)
C Coy 2/6 Bn

1/51 B Coy 2/6 mn

2/7 Bn

7 19 Aust Inf Bde
7% gapg Sigs = 79 IAD
2?4 Bn
2/8 Bn
2/11 Bn
- AASC

HR AASC 6 Aust Div

Amn Coy (leas Detsg
Pet Coy (less Dets
Sup Coln {less Data)
pet Sup Coln {less Dsts)
Composite Coy

AAMO
2/1 Rl Amb (less wns Coy)

A Coy 2/1 73 Avb (undaer cand

19 Aust Inr Eds)
2/2 ™d Axb {less twe Coys)
A /% B Coys 2/2 Fd Amd
2/7 7 Amb
2/1 F@ Hyg 3ec

AAQC
/1 A P Wkshop
2/2 A 7 Wkshop {le=z %o 4
Rec S&a0)

P (Can
- "é”ﬂ"ﬁlust Inf Bdsn E5 Kilos Sg o AGIOARZA

45 Eilos S%7 of AG3IDADTA

TEDA PORX
BENCHAST

BARCR :
BKADALLEIA

J4ASR 91 BHECA area

A ~ELP~3P«ZALQ

n
o
i

SOLCCH
TCCRA

r
BAHRCE -
BELCEACCHAD

to be in TC3RUCH on 4 lar

DERNA

ATH=-EL=GAZALA
GEZEIHES

65 Kllos 3W of AGEDAEIA

BARCE
f :

T OBRGH
KADALILENA

No 4 Rec Sec 2/2 A 7d Wkakop BIGHAST

7 Div Sec (rd 7 Pk

5 Advanes (rd Dopgots

8 b 4] [i]
RISC

JARCE
bt

g Aust Div Pro Coy (lsea Deot) SOLLSH

Tet 6 Aust Div Pro Coy
(under ¢amd 19 Aust
Inf 2de) )

6 Aust Div Posiel Unlk

8 Aust Div Fd Cash Offics

6 Aust Div Salvage Unit

6 Aust Div Reception Camp

UNDER COMMAND

KDG
3 Hussars

R 1 Lt aA BYy

ISF Free French lNotor- Bn
1 Goy
1 Cor
3 Lt Fd Amb
Adv [/ Sqn mA®

L]

AT "3:.3“‘3.&2;’.!.'5.
RARCE

S0L0SH
BARACTA

BARCE

SUR o) ATRLIAY
OHOS BEH SAATUA arcs

B 2} TAIBIL

arsa EI: nALAL LG
H

AGEDABIA LG

20 Klloz Rmorth of AGIDASIA

AGZDABTA
oy

(K)BIG!'IQI

{x)p7758
(s w2081
ROS73
n7islse2
9528
{X)B5786

560437
n

562427
604447
575487

31226
5400213
WACSHLS
H766180
S0111

33635

S6C+37
ES P25
X)B8TOL

H’?Ciuil'?'?

406430

WIBT260
30181
N335
HE320
747715

93]
P
L)
J
|41

330437
KT76618G
51328
5543195
RGe

{I )noles
X)B697L
{x)B8TT?

(x)co598

(x)p8197
(X)BB197
$)X1225
5)X0546
3)x1225
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S.E CRE T.o_
Gopy' He:-_/Zt evaw

3 Mar 41,

RELIEF OF 6 AUST DV,

Advios has bhaan paceived that 9 Aust Div
will relieve & Aust Div in ths ACEDABIA arsa,

On ralief 6 Aust Div 7ill concentrate st MATRUR,

Full datells for ths crreongemants of the rslief
are not yeat available, but the following his boen recelved -

{a} 20 Aust Inf 3de will rslieve 17 Aust Inf Bde, 2C Ede
#11) errive in the forverd Gree on 9 Var gnd 17 Bde
w11l lsava on 10 i¥ar., It 1s probable that this rellef
will take placs on the nigkt 9/10 ier,

(b) 51 Fd Ragt w111 arrive with 2C Aust Inf Pde Gp and will
rolisve 2/1 Fd Regt.

{6} 1 REA wiil mova so s to join 3 Armd 3de in ths forward
ares on 1T lar,

L (lvediny
T Colonal,
£,5, 6/Aust Div,
DISTHIBOTICH -~ Copy Ho.
17 Aust Inf Ede 1
RAA 6 Aust Div 2
RAE € Ausgt Div S
Sigs € Aust Div A
3 Ammd Bds b
Cad G
.0 7
I 8
AQ 9
war. Diery 1011
File 1213
Spare 14-15
For Ini‘orglation -
Gopg to -
A" Sqn 6 Aust Cev X7
AASC 18

ADIB 19

[ o O U P )



CRE T
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i Ref Maps: 1/500,000 AGHETLL, EsReUDA, ACZDASTA, BEEGASI.

: 1. ZREMY GROUED OPERATIONS.

At 38350 irs, 3 Mur 2 snomy Armd Cars were raported at
{(X) B 2230, They withirew at 1720 hrs % ‘hout conbact with our
tps but owr forward petrols ip the sres were diva attacked by Ra.

2, SNEMY AIR ACTIVI[Y.

2A have ivsreaged tuslr ecflviby, AGEDADIA has Teen
railded several timss. ©n I Lar af 34l5 hira by § EX ard at 1630 hrs
3

[l

by 15 Ed ard agRin twxlce cn & Har - 3327 mro and spprox 1800 hrs,.
Ro casueltles wers suwsiteined Uy millitary parsonnel but abt least
two clvilians ware 1ujur<d spd tewr ure ue"t-.r dsumeged. The salvage
dump 35 K north of AGIDLEIA wes olop hezhed 1430 hrs 3 Hare 1
casuslty. Single 17 fravelling et niznt with lishiz have been Hid.

Se AlR REPUTG.

T8 ¢z 3 ¥ar 1% weould copesr bhat the pull
of the 500 ¥7 "‘BpC!.t Soubh c; éf.i:i‘v.“.i ATA hevs reached the froniiep
ernd ars soncentrated Tsigesn Siils ozint and SIE?E. Sketch mwp show-
ing resultas of air raze2s iz s: Lac..,.e 23 AERponaix A. .
2. CEENICAL WARTARGS.

oy tinderd contsining ¢ iflouid bitata gas thoupht to he
nustard hava been lecated in Lhe div arze. They ave 21 In loogz and
34 in dismeter and = hove a threal a': ong ond inte which 2 detonstor
apd fuse could kave Learn fixed. m thelr corvoded spgpearance it
would ssen *hat the cylirders hed .' 3:1 exposed to che weather for
scme congiders Eima.

The c'm::;cr-.? In contect witk the =iin produced a rednas.-.
l:i.thin 3 3 erd Lllisters both diserele end coiflu2at #ithin 12
1.4 l 3.

'?

5> REPORTS .., SBIMY ASTIVITY. .
{a) AcCbion at :IL AQIIEIZA 2% Pob. P

he followics information has bonn obieinzd from Fia
HeMILLAY ; whe eacaped fren EL AGHBILA foilgwing the capture of
Iicut ROFLEY. de wxe in ihe verdcsle #ith Lizub ROWLEY erd trav-
8lling behird the lesdir: arad car. ihen absub 2 miles ¢a3t of
the fort and st41l cn fne mein rd the laading vshicles gare fired

upen by & 2 pr {eporox) pun and spall erms firs. The car waEs
stoppsd and the o-cupsmt;: Leok zever, excejt t:ha baiman, who hed
besn x1lled b5 & 2 pr akell. [Liavt ROWLEY saw whst de dascribed

es 8 Yerowd of prisonsrs zatiizred round an armd vehizle and went
forward bowsrds Lheme 4 ue supproached an ofi‘ic:- . WAATIng &
Gorman steel Lslmot, blue grey uniform and bleclt legyings, came
forward erd book ninm priscer. Three of ths crew of cur isat‘.ing
arml car ware el2Q prisonars The Gerran ofilicar then wallked
towards to whcers Pte ""T'IM wa3 lying near the truck, but appar-
ently acmething dictracted hi~ - rertion, =nd he seaturned to his
venicin., Licut ROWISY w1 2 cthers were marched off wnilst the
tnird man, weunded, wes dregged For oome distance, ther dropped



‘\{;‘_:.
’i left on the reade Cur errd car wur towed fop sang dlstante

‘tehind ths fort, and destroyed by fivs, Pte MoNILLAY reporta the
eneny had two large tani: ¢-5 scmilay tanks and 20 to 30 motor
cyole cambinations, with 2«3 Diassl troop oarrying vehicles, He
had seen the group of Italian AFVE oun the ro2d ab BEDA POMN and
stated that the tanitd wses in the engegemert d4d not ressmble army
of those in th2 dump.

No onaxy trcops wore ths Sams unifoes as the officer. The

troops appsarsd to be Ttalisme.

(b) EL WAK Rald = 14 0 18 Dac 40.
Notes on the raid cerried ocut on EAK [on ESRYS fronblior)
are ebtimched &8 Aprswilx R,

Time of 3ignature ; IHOD prs /,_%4_:«‘5/\":’.

. w;‘b‘a
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i. <fThe Operaticn.

The operaticn consisted of an epgrosch merch of about
100 miles followed by & raid on tho ensmy poslitiocn apd a subse-
guant witixrawasl. The cbject of the rald was to infliict ths
maximxr loes on tho smemy; to achlsva this oblect the strongest
part of the enemy position was enveloped 30 that withdrawal should
not be possible. The ensmy position conalsted of Tive smell de-
fended locailties epread along a sevon mile front. It had no
depth; and was held by colonial infantry and tbanda!

The attacking Ferce consisted of two infantry brigsds
groups, and included armoursd cars, 1ight tanla, 3.7 Hows, and
AR TUGS. Gur force had sllght auperlority in the mir.

The operation was entirely successful.
2, Training.

A ccoopleta rehearsal of the opercticrn wes carried out on
2 replice of the batile arse. This rehocrsal was of great valua,
and as a result of it tha caleculsted timipzs had bto be revised.
The revised timings provod to be sufflclantly acewrsta.

3, Maps.

Tha only avalilabls meps of the aree wore a: such g amall
scale that thsy more of little tmctlcal valus. Spocial maps on
a scale of 1/40,000 were [reparsd fram aeropilane photogr ad
issusd. These maps were made In shsets sppraxieately 120 py 107
and were aisc uscd by pilois tc roport iho situation.” This.was
fourd to be extrsmely effective. Thz pllots quicizty enterod up
tha positicns of our omn troops and those o tho enomy, in
different cclours, and dreoped them cn Headquarters.

Aoroplsne photographs wore alse found usaful es troops
were sSo scarce that they formed valucble land maris and wera < 7~
visible oo the photographe. The artillery used them 4o £Iix their
Battery positions,

4. Ths Approgch March.

(a) The finel approech mirch ty night was gulded by & survey
officer. Bis experieancs and instruments8 ensbled him to do this
faster than an ordinary offlicer could heve dons., He was followaed
irmadiately by REZ personnel whess task it was to mark the route
for the rmein bedy. :

{b) The Joading trcops included & mechanical gradsr erd road
making persocnnel; both proved their valua.




\
(e} The difficulty of ¥sepiny driver3 aewnke d:.rlng bhalts
proved very zreat. Sentries wer2 d2oteilsd for each wveniels, dut

ven treso showed 4 tendency to disaount ard slesp beside thelr
vehicle s, It vrecks plil previous plans Lf vehicles do not move
and ha.t wvhen thsry should.

id} Orders wers given thet the finsl destinatlion of the
SOl was to be signelled by a seriss of [lashos on the rear
11ghsa.  QOwing teo duet this dié not sork in practicz. The
b2at meithad of notifying the finel d2siinstion is a check light
with & Frovaszi Post about three miles tefcre the ares i85 -eached.

5. Retions and water,

The u,.=wall~n was expscted to taka flve days. Every
unit carried five days nurd-scule in unit trensport arnd three
deys hard-scale In gezond line vericlss. This arrangemsnt
worked well,

zalilon per day DOr man was

Three dags water abt s
tr port, ad one éay's on the sams
L]

carried in unit Cirst lins ¢
cals in treoop carrying vehisliss

whole feores was held in a2 apscies

ment too proved sabtisfectory.

one xcro day's water for the
wRLar cInvoy. This arrsnjgs-

J-&

-~

Sa St?ggglera.

Before witndrewul hegsn s tell flagstaff was holstel
with & flsg on it by dey <ol 2 iazp 7 nizhb, to walch ail
strigslers rallied. Tris 2ave no Information to the enemy, who
xay have texen it for e teiap of viciory celeoration.

7. Prisonsrs.

It was found the% arransensnts for evacuatlinz prisoners
rapldly to interrogation poats in rezr; ccliestlng and receipting
their valuables, &nd szlzing Shalr dosuments ware lnedsquais.
This had not been practissé bolorghend,

g. Twoundad.

grovision wac made for tha evactiation of 500 casualties.
Tn the avent there wers only rnlns wounded; so ell were ovacuated
by Valentis Alrcrafi, which iz considepsd the conly satlsfactory
rethod of carrying wounded in & theairz of cporaticng such as
Eagat Afrlcsa.
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4 Yer 41,

SESURTIY CP POCURETES.

1. H.Q. BT.E. pess the follewing informstlion which was ‘obtained
dvring the course of Cparations in Tronos - _ o

Spwring the wintor all Hecdguarbers accumnleted a oconsider=-
abis quantity of fllsa. Then the advencd into ESLGIUL wes
ordared, thsrs was ne timo to clsssify files into "agcential”®
eprd Mon-aseantizl?, Tho rosult was that when it becaue
nacossany to desitrey dcoumants, dastruction was very un-
satisfoctory. 1In this connecticn 1t is intsresting to note
zhnt ister, in U.E., decunenta ab all Headguarters wers
slpssiftad irko "assantinl for .operation” ard mon-sasential?
Tho former sategory wes rodused to 8 minimum end In the
avont of orurtiiecns felding plaga the latter wae to be
dsstroyed. During 3ir »3ids "assentizlffiles wers always
renovod te a place of zofeby.

2, In viéw of the possibility of moving to onobther theetre of
operations, units ahould taks actien now to scrt and classify flles
as that NG unnecessary rerers sy talon irtc thae new ares,
3. Non essential filez sheuld to gloggill=d -

{a) To a3 burni.

(b) Formrd S0 XI5 Storo ~ if it is milsipated they
+13i1 by requi%sd by the wnit =t o latsr date,

(6} TFormnrd %o Hocords - if of histarical valua,

tift;zxx'vﬁhkfi Pttifﬂ-
LK f"‘colonol',
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. 6 AUST DIV OP INETYH Ho.29. ’ o
i .' ... : 5 LfaI‘ 41.
Ref Hap: AGHEILA, 4GEDABIA. 1/500,000 |
1, ‘Today's Tac/R up'to 1700 hrs eonfiems that the enemy

foroo previously revorted in the defile North of the tarsh in
(X) & 96 13-st111 in twet area,

Strat/R duted ¢ yar Taports ed AA and two trenohed
Ares in the vicinity of R UM RL GARANIGH (X) A77,

Patrol of 1 XDG roports enemy Armd G's s;ud I 11 tmr ks
west of AGHEIIA and in the vioinity of HAQ HATEIBA {X) B 08
sbout middry 5 ¥ar., The 12 113 hastily withdrew when fired on,

.dmpa of suppliss which are a ecetsary melininary to an

advance in strangth, .

2, Tho roles of 3 Arvd Bde Gp'a:d 17 Aust Tnf Bde will contima

- £o be os statsd in & Aust Div 92 Thstn No.28 deted 26 Feb; bdut :

the roliowing is iasued in er:pliftcstion, L . :

3. o that the enemy bas sabat lished hivself West of AGHETIA
it 1s escential that wa 2staplisr mastery of the "No Man'sg Lanarn
whéch lisa bstwaen us ang svery offort will be devoted to that
end, :

4, The posn to be ogoupied by 17 Aust Inf Bds astride the main
road %ill have its FDLg in ths narproeest PRrt of the gap betwesn
the coast end the mapsh in tho "ARSA EL BREDA area and will be
cgvered by catpcsta, '

8. . Cameneing 7 Mar. 4 guns of the Bty supcorting 17 Aust Inf
£de ¥1l1 move ferward dzlly In support of the vatrols of 1 Epg
to barass moverent of the enen7 in the RL AGHRIIA area. Theas
guns will reaturn each algnt ta the posns aslgated to sunport
17 Aust Inf Ede

5. Shculd the enoxy advance in 5tra.;1§th the Tole of 3 Arcd Bde
Gp w11l 8 to protect Eie left flank of 6 Aust Div South of the
tarah in (X) 857 nnd 35 by haressing and delaying the ensmy's
‘edvanca,

7. 37 I AL Bty less 3 gune plus 3 guns 1 Lt AA Bty are placed
under Coand 3 Armd Bda. Other It AA wnits in the div area are
unaar.dlv ocntrol,

.. . .
-

AOK. . )

L : 23 o i f :
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daced o By, 471,

folloving substituted.

S. Cammonsing 7 Mar 4 gquns of ko Bty support
EBds will ricve forward erialioaliy in support of the patrols: of
1 KD3 i3 harass movemant of the enemy in the Zi AGHE
Cn cemplsticn of thsas tasks the
solacted to suppors 17
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3 ATST DIV OIHT SUEIZATE le.51. Cony HOa 4 4
Ba:i cn infc;::at on r50Gived .

en 1300 e ¢ Far 41 end G ar &3,
150_0 hra < av -i::,.

Ref NEps: 1/500,000 AGHYILA, MARAUDY, ACTDATTA,

1, IHDI GROOTD LrEATIgEl.

At "-40 brs, 4 Per, § anany armd cans ware ighted st
‘{X) B 1£3€ ~ovipg eazt, buit wlikdrow when enzgged 9y our feorwasd
patrels 5.2 ¥ 2 was: of AGEZILA.
Betwean 134T kry and 1412 mrg § Uor an enemy patrol
tlm -k To ccnsist of S or 4 ¥ 11 tanks wos estlva ip arca
r.; B 08 and € tdvaew vher alx kllo: xest cof ASREILA, &9 our patroi
¢p2ned fire.

2. E{eMY ATR ACTIVIT/-

EA have corried cu4 extensive pegecez of gur forward
dispesitions. 4 Ear gt X235 hyrs one dS 111 wos reported flying
at 3000 e, vicin t7 the pain »4 in forward grea, possaibly t;e.king
vhotozrapes. Ab J16CO 'rﬂ_'f borbors apd 2 fizhisrs thought to be
SAYOIAS and HE 11is clrelegd our enitile ferwrrd posne ab 15,000 ft.
At (953 hrs § Uuar ok ZA dripped 10 bambs near the ceoast vicinlty
Heras a1 Brega, Thia plaus sms 20s:31ibly BRIt by AA Fira,

3. AR REFGTS.
TAZ/R up ta 2035 pre 5 Ner c2ofirmg that sn omergy forcee
i5  “ma gman Yest ¢” the Sronticr ard Norvtn of darsh (iep ref wo
.

R96 ;. A—~3x' Gare Brz alnc repsriel to Lo 3o vicinliy of HARADAS
Skaich ¥ap showing rezulta of sir rscees Iz aftnckad {appendiz A).

2, TRAACY A5G0 GOITG NNFOLTICH.

Sketeh shewin; lesezt Irack ard going j.::‘crm.;tiop pi:
attacned ss azppeadix T Thisz izcludes snd eiaborabas on the
{nformztlon ziven in Int Sumesry Ne.Zd

8- CCNCIISI0

rpoursd incbile units have Yecon obsevved peirolling
99d nanta lm"f’a A3 thera are n2 fzndicationa thad :he_eqpxc,' ia
making tha dumps of suppliss LidL #re tha necradsary praticinaries
to an sdvance in strenzgth, 1t is lediged that tuls’ sncressed
aztivity is 8 nrosactlvn seroen for hil maeenitly taken up Dodns,
ard EQT the preluads to anch sn athbeck.
s
-A/*" Copt
uduoxon-sl
Time of Sigrasura ; 500 prs. c-.s, Avst Di7.

Kathod of Iocue: Jifs.
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Toacation Stabemant as at 139¢ hrs 17 Mar 41,

6 Aust Div IIEGT LLAOUT
Int Sec & Aust Div 1
6 Aust Div s P1 "

nplt sec 33 . 1

6 Aust Cav (under comdi B%Z : STHA

5k 3ee 3igs - 39 LAD : ) n

B & C 5gns D S4n } n

A 3an IRTIST LaTUT

Rad 6 Aust Div IRy LIATUT

) 2/1 7d Rezt MAL 1IMSA HAITUE
ict 3ec Sizs - 48 LMD i n

1 3ty ) "
2 Bty ' u
#) 2/2 74 Tiegt Rai : -

"g" Sec 3igs -~4CIL®» . . "
3 5%y . oo
- - "
4 Bty . P
g 2/9 Pd Reght R4& ) R ITTITE AT A Vi)
LUT" See Sigs - 41 IAD n
I Y Rt co ]
P S Q_E,—'EJ R S S .
. -6 By T . "
1l 4 Tk Zezgt RAA , ::
JE" Sec ‘J-‘_-p - L.':‘..D I
IA2 6 Aust 2iv ' :_.-.1.-.\.7_“..4\.-_—1.511
2/1 G Coy
£2/2 3 Coy ITRSA *}LuT'—‘ct”
2/8 A Soy
3/2 7 perk Coy '3
80 IiD "
6 Aust Div TIINGI LT
- z:2 LaD 4]
. 4]
or’ !
. 10
“J -

ILTG6E 3 li IR AT

) - 3de

WM See Sins - 45 Lad

15 Aust A Tk Coy ::

2/1 3n -

2/2 on n

2/3 on u

17 Auzt Ini Zde TCBRULE.

"yl See Sigs - 45 LAD "

2/5 3n n

2/5 on "

2/7 2n ) 3 " .
19 Aust Inf T<e IIIISA TamU
"=l gee 318 - T3 ILD "

2/ on n

2/8 2n "

2/il on "

- mm e mm mort e—Termy

R55C B Aust Dlv E.:-.__". T 5,

Conp Coy £ASC ITERBA LATIU:




LT 19N
L

vISC

2/1 pd Amb

2/2 Fd Amb
2/7 Fd Azb
2/1 74 Hy

6 Aust Div
6 Aust Jiv
5] Aust Div
6 Aust Div

xust Div 3ec Racedtﬂon camp

Sec . ..

2ro Coy
Postnal Unit
73 Casn Office
Salvaze Gnit

IKTNSE (AAYUT

,,/

,Golonel
6 hust D*v.
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SECRET

: Copy HO:;?DD

6 AUST DIV
Location Statement as at 1800 hrs 22 Mar 41
)
HQ 6 Aust Div IKINGI MARYUT
. Int Sec 6 Aust Div u n
6 Aust Div Emp P1 n "
IB% 3ge FSS n L
CAV
HQ 6 Aust Cav (under comd BTE) SIVA
“c? Sec Sigs - 39 TAD (under comiBTE)
IIBII & llctl Sqns, HQ Sqn [ 1 n 4]
A Sgn IKINGI MARYUT
RAA

IKINGI MARYUT
LIEE}SA M§UH

T HQ RAA & Aust Div
HQ 2/1 Fd Regt RAA

UE" Sec Sigs ~ 43 IAD
¥ Bty n n
'-2 Bt-y 1 "
IQ 2/2 PG Regt RAA
"G" Seg Sigs - 40 LAD " "
3 Bty n 1]
4 Bty n tt

HQ 2/3 F4 Regt
Pt Sec Sigs - 41 LAD
5 Bty n H
6 Bty L} 1
1 A Tk Regt RAA b n
"H" Sec Sigs - LAD n it

HQ RAE 6 Aust Div

JKINGI MARYUT
2/1 Fd Coy u u
2/2 Fd Coy

MERSA MATRUH
2/8 Pd Coy i n

2/2 Fd Pk Coy u "
80 LAD n 1

SIGS .
HQ Sigs 6 Aust Div

1 Coy - 42 LAD

II{%N GI Mﬁf‘{m

HQ 2 Coy 1"
HQ 3 Coy u

i
n

F
HQ 16 Aust Inf Bde (under eomd GHQ, ME.}
. IIJII Sea Sigs - 45 TAD - 1] n ] L
16 Aust A Tk Coy u " Foree.)
2/1 Bn " u CG%E, ¥E.)
2/2 Bn n n n it
. 2 /3 Bn n " n n
HQ 17 Aust Inf Bde TOBRUX
"K" Seo Sigs ~ 46 IAD n
2/5 Bn u
2/6 Bn n
2/7 Bn n
HQ 19 Aust Inf Bde MERSA MATRUH
" Ses Sigs = 79 LAD u "
2/4 Bn 4] u
2/8 Bn n u

2/11.Bn 1 f
y

.-

ot



AASC
HQ AASC 6 Aust Div

Amn Coy

Pet Coy

Sup Col

Comp Coy 4ASC
AAMO
T 2/1 Fd amb

2/2 FA Amb

2/7 Fd Amb

2/1 Fd Hyg Sec
HISC

6 Aust Div Pro Coy

6 Aust Div Postal Unig

& Aust Div Fd Cash Office

6 Aust Div Salvage Unit

6 Aust Div Sec Reoception Gamp

s

~

—‘)—-’.—V

Distribution -~ Co No.
16 Aust Inf Bge %
17 Auat Inf Bds 2
19 fust Inf Rde 3
6 Aust Cav 4
A Sgn 6 Aust Cav 5
RAA 6 Aust Div 6
RAE 6 Aust Div 7

S1gs 6 Aust Div 8-9
GOC 10
G 11
I iz
AQ 13=14
Camp 15
CAASC i85
ADMS 17
DLDOS 18-19
SOME 20
DAPM 21-23

6 Aust Div Postal 24
6 Aust Div Fq Cash 25
6 Aust Div Salvage

Unit 26
6 fAust Div Ses Re-
eoption Camp 27
Yiar Diary 28-29
File 30=31
Spare 32-35
For Information =
-_““
BTE 36=-37

1 fust Corps 38-39

P

. %

4f1£é;:==mﬂa

IK%NGI MA&YUP
n n
n n

MERSA MATRUH

IKINGT MARYUT
TOBRUK
HEESA MATEUH

IK%NGI HAﬁIUT

Cgi;nel,

G3, 6 Aust Div,

R



ot T

6 AUST DIV

Location Statement as at 1800 hrs 29 Mar 41..

S~ B5 T HQ 6 Aust Div , IKENGI MARYUT
g | Int S8ec 6 Aust Div n o
& -6 Aust Div Emp P1 i n
; UBY 3ec FSS : n "
CAV .
T 6 Aust Cev moo.oon
g Sec Sigs = 39 rAD " "
‘RAA
HQ RAA 6 Aust Div IKINGI KARYUT
- HQ 2/1 Fd Regt RAA " n
"E" Sec Sigs - 48 n 1
1 Bty ) . n ®
2 Bty n 1
o HQ 2/2 Pd Regt RAA " "
~ "G" Sec Sigs = 20 L&D v "
" 3 Bty . n "
4 Bty " n
HQ 2/3 Fd Regt RAA " "
"F" Sec Sigs = 41 IAD " "
5 Bty ) - n i
6 Bty 1 L
1 A Tk Regt RAA " "
"H" Sec Sigs ~ 44 14D " "
RAE -
HQ RAE 6 Aust Div IKIHGI MARYUGT
2/1 Pd Goy (Under comd GHR, Middle East)
2/2 Fd Coy IKINGI MARYUT
2/8 Fd Coy ' " - )
2/2 Fd Pk Coy MERSA VATHUH'
80 LAD n "
; -
SICS
HQ Sigs 6 Aust Div IKINGI MARYUT
l Coy -~ 42 TLAD " "
HQ 2 coy n 13
HQ 3 COY bl § n
I
| HQ 16 Aust Inf Bde {Under comd GAQ, Middle East)
"J" Sec Sigs = 45 LAD n Toow " "
] 16 Aust A Tk Coy " " Cyr Force)
2/1 Bn .o " GHY, Middle East)
2/2 Bn - L] n " n n
2/3;311 n n n ) n
.HQ 17 Aust Inf Bde IKINGI MARYUT
"K" Sec Sigs - 46 LAD ) " u
2/5 Bn n .}
2/6 Bn : n b
an 2/7 Bn . n n
HQ 1% Aust Inf Bde n "
"L" Sec Sigs = 79 1AD " n
2/4 Bn n n
2/8 Bn " n
2/11 Bn n "



- AASC :
HQ AASC 6 Aust Div
HQ Am Coy
HQ Pst Coy
HQ Sup Col
Comp Coy AASC (att 16 Bde)
" " n (™ 17 Bde)
" " " (" 19 Bde)
AANC
= 2/1Fd Armb
2/2 Fd Amb
2/7 Fd Amb
2/1 Fd Hyg Sec
¥ISC 3

6 Aust Div Pro Coy

6 Aust Div Fostal Unit

6 tust Div Pd Cash Office
€& Aust Div Selvasge Unit

6 Aust Div Sec Recefition Camp

(Signed)

i

- Distribution = Co NOoe
T8 Aust Int Bde "Jaﬁf"'

17 Aust Inf Bde 2
19 Aust Inf Bde 3
6 Aust Cav 4
RAA 6 Aust Div 5
RAE 6 Aust Div 6

Sigas 6 Aust Biv 7=8
GOC 9
24 10
I i1
AQ 12=13
Camn 14
CAASC 15
ADES 16
DADCS 17-18
S0KE 19
DAEM 20=~22
& Aust Div Salvage Unit 23
6 Aust Div Fd Cash 24
& Aust Dlv Sec Reception

Camp 25
6 fuat Div Posatal . 26
Yler Dlary 27=28
rile 29=30
Spare 31=34

For Information =

BTE 35-36
1 Aust Corps 37=-38

IXINGI HWARYUT
" n

n
n

(Under comd GHQ, Me}
IKENGI MAEYUT

"

TEINGT MARYUT
n n

-

n
b

A.E.BANFORD, Capbt.,
for
GS 6 Aust Div.

1t
n

(Under comd GHQ, ME)
IK%NGI HIEIUT

w

n
"
n
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Usa of Mets end Garmisking.

Yo' A 2" or 3" mesh net withott any sernish 1s practically useless.
2, Such & nat is only Intended as & svppert for garnish.

Sc A 14 £t net needs at least 200 yds of garmish. A 24 £t net needs
400 yds. A 30 £t needs 60¢ yds.

Z. The best colour for ths garnish mey very with the area you are in.
Your Camouflage OLfr will probably have takan what stepa he can to make
good colours aveileble.

Se  You should thiniz of your net &8 a CURTAIN behird whieh to hide wour
ven and NIOT a3 & sort of mezic closk whleh v canceal anything over
which thS nat ic wrappsd closely.

6. Remezber that the things thot give your veh away to enemy air
ohservers sre -~

(11 Th2 srzxXbh reguler surfeess of the top and sidez which raflect
& iot of lijat, no mebtser how thay are peinted, ard therefore shine
comperatively brigntly snd cern be ssen Cor long distances,

(11) Pze deap shedows under the chassis, wings and all recsssad
surfeces, alsciis @ssp squere shadows of She opaned back of the vsh
srii of $he e¢sb.

{1il; Tas slhmdow of tihz veh on the gjround.

{iv) ™33 bright parts, glinting z=tal, gless, ete.

7. ) well garrdshed net, usll srrangs<, wiil help grestiy to %11l the
redlaction f2a0 top and sldns, 7% will 1:232 the deey shadows under the
ven ste. 15 will k11l ble 3lint Iron tril bb spoets. 16 will melke the

- SotT lzal2teruiirats and lesa worth tothzring about,

It wlll not sutirsly dingulse the peulier shedew of ths vsh on the

crawrl vniess you prop Shs top of net vr irracularty in some #oy 30 that

1t doss pobt :ifng eloszly €3 the top Llizss 3 the boiy. vith a 1ittls
- T mm

Sppencity yor con £71:2538 alyays Cind a was of dedns this cnd of srreeding
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end Toddegns, Trusly Lougliy geess euc $o tLhiclsn! up 7our nek, Tss
snh SLUAL Gy BAG:r thne fpfve.awoved lictsd in 8 sbove. en plaging
Sl ANLDS RIS o der wozrosle fro. vhlch sirerals ch3arvas you.
i2F 20 msioaniess your nes oo alic you wEn 7iu £r¢ on the mova, 716 winl

G, theorefore de not uselossity deog $€ yous nef by driving always with
Lt ovar the weh. Filgure out %h Zzst wny of 23114ng vour net up suadelly
Betars worlyy off, stowing 19 wihizes 4L w101 ride most'ssi‘ely ani unrollisy
ant. wiing 14 agein when you hels.  vlin s 14EEic pre2tie2 rolling and
uneulliing e not need uont tole wors bt Tiva pinates,

sl: AEP8 are SCre rolnnuE on LTI .

. [i'__l whros Biisre s no eover JLierorow car MiZs, sr oalongside
WLIen Fou can hers o ean:ouz - khen dlspersal i tte baag
ARBHAY . 5ua% tha prooc: une ve orat iToendrzusly to yuaw
2hanzes of 3gesring noiic
(i) 1 chags elthar of
TIPS AL S , N
DML L “hiaz %o pesk
;jf“iﬁ-cf" t  Pdges ol . L S3o ar Yornation
.7;".,.1“'...’- ,J byl Mo yET . i I A : Jhiob or wasus chepa
Atan e & . g - whin thn 3eme fhlobt
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(111} 1f trmere are Busica st smeld trees 10T AS HIGH AS YOUR VER
it is sometlimes best 1 peri on the sunny side end let the shadow
of your veh fell on to the bushes ne e broken up by them,

£

/ (lv) ' If the trse or other covsr ia iTeimm mmy YOUR_VEN got on
- the skadow slde 5o thet the chodos of tha {res =te bloss out tas
* 7. 8hedow of yowr von. . :

1i, Eerz ere hintz on the bent vay of sarilshinzy o nED,
- v =

-(i) Do your he8% to geb all the garnish Jou ere entitlad tz wmder
your logs.

(i1} Cut it all inis 6 FE Zencihs rno then Juzble £2) the colours
togother. :

(11) 8z your sst our flst en the zromd = =frstched cizhi,

(iv} stert to weave ustrips 4.
and out of ths meshas I.a,
Tirst srd, wacya it o
Tirst SILl, weeve ip on
keepinz tho zarnisn as ¢
pd 5 - S 3 rs
pessibls ut HOT in g st
line, Do nvs sErain 1§
Enot the cthar ens.

{(v) Ths ceatre res
Athick! the aldes siiaht J 125%
thicl:, ths zotuel coriers ean
be siimped. thersfors 4% 's
best to work from the cantra

out:
(vi) fThe finished net should lock
something 1iks tha rough akteten zg

I‘ishte

(vil} Dc HOT cub ths gernish inte
short bits exd merely koot thenm
in one place wikl tho Letis henge
Ing lcose, It i3 vory wostefvl
&nd very little use,

PATNTWORK

12,  in 01l suvar eppiied In large irregular diagzonsl blotchas to
cateh a cooting of locel dust erd airt is recomiended. Ti glve good
results these blotehes should run over corners and acrosss vertical
or borizontal sdgss - Just &s ver correcs disruptive Tainting schemes,

GIASS WORE

13. 011 811 autsr surfases not required to bs Lransparent, and blow
lozal gust ovar then,
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.1 'HQ 6 Aust Div embarked at ALEXANDRIA on the : Gfpeers holdirg  apperbments on N8 & o
morning of 31 ¥ar 41 and sziled in the SS ) be  Pori b, his Dary a&lached
- YPENNLAND" - 19 Inf Bde less 2/11 Bn was alse on dvrng Lhe  fered cvucred Py
.board.  An adv party HQ 6 Aust Div with all MT . as  Oppend A.

had sailed from ALEXANDRIA on "EFLLAS" on 27
Mar, Convoy consisted of "PENNLAID! and
"CAKERONTIA" also carrying units of AIF.

‘The voyace was uneventful except for one air
alarm, but enemy planes did not engage the
CONVOY.

L

"PENNLAND" arrived at PIRAEUS 1500 hrs 3 Apr.
Brig, BRUNSEILL DA & QUG LUSTRE FORCE reported to
laj~Gen Sir Iven Mackay on bozrd when conference
was held - PRESEKT COLFERELCE:

Brig. E.F., H3RRING, DSO lC ED, CRA 6 Aust Div
Brig., G.F. VASEY, CBE DSO, Comdr 19 Inf Bde
Col, C.C. PRIOR, AA & QMG 6 Aust Div

Col. R.B. SUTHERLAND, GSO I, 6 Aust Div

Haje I.R. CAMPBELL, DSO, GSO II, é Aust Div

Instructions were received bty GOC to proceed
NORTHWARDS following morning and report to 1 Aust
.Corps at GEZRANTA,

GOC, AQ, GI, CCRA disembarked at 1600 hrs and billeted
in KIHG GEORGE HOTEL for nisht 1/4 Apr,

4 Maj-Cen Sir I.C, MACKAY, Col, R.B. SUTHERLAND,
‘Brig. HERRING departed ATHENS 0930 hrs for
GERANIA. Col PRICR and remainder Div Staff
remained in ATHENS to foster disembarkation and
moverent forward units of 6 Aust Div as. they
arrived. Personnel HQ 6 Aust Div were” camped K
DAPHNIT CAMP No. 1. '
‘Maj-Gen Sir I.G. MACKAY and party arrived LARISSA il
2000 hrs 4 Apr and stayed witk 2/2 Bn that night f
[

AL Mah Priat See AIF 350 -2 1=,
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SUMMARY OF EVENTS i  REFERENCES To

2/3 Bn then on Internal Security and Anti-

"Parachute duties with coys at VOLOS -~ LARISSA

aerodrone and LARTISSA town.

-Maj-Gen Sir I.G. MACKAY and party reported 1
: Aust Corps,GERANIA 1100 hrs and short conference was
“held by Lt-Gen Sir T. BLAMEY, at which possible

role 6 Aust Div outlined to Comdr é Aust Div.
Afternoon Maj-Cen, MACFAY with CRA and GSO T
proceeded on recce of VERRIA Pass,

Adv HQ 6 Aust Div opened on NORTHERN slopes :
SERVIA Pass, Rear HQ departed DAPHNI to rejoin
Adv HJ. Route via ATLANDI along coast to LAKIA
thence main road NORTH/ARDS,

lial-Gen MACKAY, Col. R.B. SUTHERLAWD, and Brig,
HERRING met GOC 12 Gk Div at SOFULA 1030 hrs,
and ir company with GCC 12 Gk Div examined the
GREZE Defences of VERRIA Pass. 14 Bde at this
time had been instructed to take over defences
this area and relieve 12 Gk Div for operations
elsewhere, Order of Battle 16 Inf Bde Gp this

time includeds:-

HQ 16 Aust Inf Bde

"J" Sec Sies

2/1 Aust Inf Bn

2/2 Aust Inf Bn

2/3 Aust Inf Bn

2/2 Fd Regt R&A

2/1 Fd Coy RAE

2/1 Fd Amb AANC
Rear party Div HQ rejoined Div HQ and HQ 4
Aust Div moved to WEST end of V:RRIA Pass on
HORTH of mainroad. HY 16 Aust Inf Bde estab-
lished about midway along the pass with 2/1 Bn

AISD Muh Trint Ber AIF M - {116
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8 on fwd slopes to left. 2/2 Bn on the right between
Toad and RIVER ALTAFLON and 2/3 Bn in rsserve near i
Bde H3. At this stage 19 Inf Bde was given the !
role of reserve to 16 Inf Bde and was to be .
deployed in the pass to the WEST of 16 Inf Bde and
to ba particularly responsible for closing the
WESTERN end of pass against air borne or narachute
troops laniing on the KOZAIE plain and operating
EASTYARDS. 2/8 Bn was in bivouac SOUTH of SOFULAR;
2/4 Bn had relieved 2/3 Bn on security duties at
LARIS3A; 2/11 Bn had not vet arrived in GREECE,
17 Inf Bde also had NHOT arrived in GIRETCE.

. CLCOWE3, LO 1 Aust Corrs reported to GOC witn
necial instructions for HQ 6 Aust Div to move to
nrs JFLORINA GAP and take over comnand of operations that -
area, Ma]-Cen LACKAY, Col R.B. SUTHERLAYND, Brig, b Mead Kozt (Ie.ss enc Lp)
HERRING moved 2000 hrs to SOTER to HQ LEZ FORCE fust ATk Kezt (fess onc biy)
(Comdr - Brig, LEE CCMA 1 Aust Corps). Gen. | e ) Ba (less bwo cors)
YACKAY contacted Rear i¢ 1 Armd Bde PERDIEA on z7 nz (MG
way forwgard -~ arrived HQ LEE FORCZ 2350 hrs and !
confarance immediately with 3riz, LEE, That
Tims L2Y% FORCE consisted of 1 RHA¥and disposed
at VEVI Gap. TFront very lightly neld and 1 Arad
Bde at that time had HOT comnleted its withdraval
througn LZE FORCE, Complated by 0600 hrs 9 Apr
wnen Foree into reserve around AIVITEOH,.

9 ~ Lt-Col SUITI-DORATEN, LO FORCE H] with CUA rerorted

-0200 I3 S0TER with request For Gen, NACKAY and Col
SUTHERLAND attend confarence new 30C ClA - Gen
CARRADO33AS,~ XOZAUIZ 0600 hrs. GOC and GI

attended conference which lasted 3 hours and nade

‘somewnat difficult by time taken up by interpreters.
Lt-Col ROS5S, uilitary Attache, BELGRADE, also was
pragent and had just escaped ansad of the GERIARS

at BELGRADE that evening, Conference excent for
AlZ3 Mab [rint See ATF 5M -8 1100
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9 personal contaets begween the two GOCs was not of

any real value. [

1000 GOC 5 Aust Div took over responsibility for the
hrs, FLORIGA GAP Front. Adv HQ at SOT=ZR with rear
HQ open at PZIRDIKA, All movement on roads in the
vicinity was made difficult by the large mumbers
of refugees and soldizrs moving dovm S0UTH fronm
FLORTZA. Enemy pressure througn PRILEP caused
JUGOSLAYS and GREEKS to withdraw SOUTH. An
orzanisation was set in hand to control in some
measure the movement of these refugees through
the area administerad by 6 Aust Div,

LOYE FUD OF ILIIT3 OF 6 AUST DIV, - Carrier Pls of
2/5, 2/5, 2/7 and 2/11 Bns were moved to LARISSA
under command 1 Aust Corps. The Greek defences
in these forward areas were very wezXx and due o
the (erman pressure against the TUGOSLAVS and
effort was essential to close the FLORINA GAP,
and under instructions from 1 Aust Corps 19 Aust
Inf Bde was orderad forward to join ANTITEOH FORCE
2/4 3n less one Coy and 2/8 3n were moved forward
An ET, Comdr 19 Aust Inf Bde (Brigz. G.A, VASEY,
CBE, D3Q) asswuned coumand of troops in defences
TLORINA GAP. Order of battlz:-

2/4 Bn less one Coy 2/3 ¥d Regt
2/3 Bn 1 A Tk Regt
1 Rangers 1 Armd Bde Div
Two Coys 1 NG (JIZ) Bn Reserve in

AUTNTEON Area,

; Units werz disposed as follows - 2/3 Bn right,
Rangers centre, 2/4 Bn left. These 3ns extended
-ovar a front of %-9milas and consequently were
very thin on the ground. o 3de reserve as such

AL Mub Irint See AP - 23M -2 H1-0,
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9 was available the Comdr. The Germans later were

found to exploit this light holding of ground and
no reserves, and exploited thefrinfiliration tactics
accordingly, 20 Greek Div was on loft of 19 Inf-
Bde but no definite linking up front could be
established with then, Commmnications were NON
existent and we at Div HQ could not obtain a
location of HQ. 12 Cav 3de was eventually
contacted and it was in position between IYMPHIOI,
on left fiank 19 Inf Bde and right of 12 Gk Div,
12 Gk Div on right 19 Inf Bde with DODOCENESE Regt
on rigiht of 2/8 Bn in the lake area,

¥230 ATR ACT:VITY. A German recce plane flew over

hrs

area occupied by 6 Aust Div and dom valley SOUTH
of PERDIXA. Fimt enemy plana reported by 6
Aust Div in GREECE,

1600 ¥3 6 Aust Div under order noved back to PSEDIZA

~to be adjacent to H) Ck ClA - Gk H] wsre in duz-
outs,

Seneral siguation ~ It was deduced at this stapge
that Gernmans were advancing on GREECE by four
lines of arrroach; two into THRACE, one via the
RUPEL FAS3S and the fourth via the 3TRUIAR VALLEY.

- 2000 An LC from Cill PIRDIXA reported & Aust Div that

-

narachule troors had landed at SOFULAR in areqof
HQ 12 Gk Div, This report was NOT believed by
6 Aust Div Staff but the information was forwardad
~to 1 Aust Corps as an unconfirmed report. From
close questioning of the L0 it appeared that CHA could
not raise HQ 12 Gk Div by telephone and that fact
may have suggested parachute troops. Later on
in the campaign 6 Aust Div, were more experienced
in treating the many "panic, and exaggerated, reports
reczived direct from ClA.
ALY Moh Print Ree ATF 333 -1 IG5
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PERDIXA 1941 : !

N 816428 10 - Eneny HT sighted anproaciiing on road leading - :
0900 through LONASTIR CAP.
hrs
0600 G I ordered two

D
hrs denolition operat
Armd cars.

atrols forward on bridge
ions, Each patrol of three

0915 Comdr left ratrol reported that he had moved over

nrs  JUGOSLAY border on 3TTOLI rd and had attenpted
to destroy the bridge but had been attacked by
enemy light mechanised force and had been forcad
to withdraw, On the way back he had burnt :wo
bridges and found that a force of enemy esuimated
-one Lotorised Bnklad cut off his lifie of withdrawal
The pairol advanced at high speed and after a
briaf exchange of fire it broke tharouzh the bn
and returned with the Engr Jlorry to Div ). The -
eneny ware obviosusly surprised to find our ratrol :
so far forward,

0955 19 Bde ohserved and reported enemy HT coln at

hrs VEVE and ITIR and this later confirmed by air
report. A report received from 1 Rangers that
2 pl vhich was patrolling forward of their
sector night 9/10 April had not been heard of
since 2030 hrs 9 Apr, Same unit also reported
that a seniry from one of its forward posts had
been killed. At this stage it was estimated
that the enemy foree on the fronts of 19 Bde
consisted of one Mot Bn in the VEVE are and one
Hot belween BTTOLJ and FLORINA.

:1037- Arty fire heard in the vicinity of area xapprox

hrs 10 miles to the north of 2/4 Bn but this was
assumed to be from the remnants of Gk or JUGO-
SLAV units withdrawing southwards. Two unidentified
REAReS.absprved, cireling over fwd posms but no

-

Signafure
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10 -"attack made,

1230 Brig Herring (CRA} arranged for arty action on
hrs concentrztion of eneny vens and AFVs in the .

VEVE area. First round fired by 2/3 Fd Regt re-
gistered a dirsct hit on one med tank, which with
others had moved SOUTH towards the front of 1
Rangers, TFive eneny aireraft observed making
recece of our fwd posns in the Lakes area. No
attenpt made by 1 Bangers io obtain identific-
ations fronm disabled tank,

1435 Yarning order received from Force EY that a with-
nrs drazwal to the general line of the B, ALTAFRION -
was toc be effected and reps of 1 Aust Corgs
had recornoltred posns for the protracted def-
enze of tiat area.

An offr of Force &} Recce Gp sent to contact Gk
20 Div with the object of finding where their ®Q
was est ané what line the Div was holding. Offr
returned 1900 hrs KOT having been able to est
contact with Gk 20 Div and KOT having been able
to find out any details concerning it from 1 Gk
Cav Div.

1450 Reports received from arty OPs that about 400 inf

hrs and 20 lorries and other vehs moving SOUTH to-
wards SITARIA., The inf later observed deploving i
‘Eastwards behind ridge hetween SITARTIA and LOPHOI. :
Also reported that about 400 inf and approx 20 -
30 AFVs were in ITIA.

1720 Report received that our aircraft had carried
* hrs out successful bombing attack on eremy LT and
tp concentrations in the SYQPOS area,

AL b Vrin See AIF 53V -1 11-8, ‘ i Signalure
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1c HQ 1 Aust Corps reported that VERTA PASS had teen
I%94C elosed bY a large road crater which was effect-
hrs ively caévered by fire. Other derrolitions had

beer prepared and wers ready for blowing, 16

Aust Inf Bde commenced withdrawal to the IT

OLTLPUS lire by sending baek its LT.

2315 Eremy estimated at aPprox one bn now oppos-

Grs ing 2/4 Bn on the left of the sector and one
tan¥ which attempted to ecross the minefield was
destroyed., 1 Rangers rerorted large numbers
of eremy in uT in VEVE and HQ 1 Aust Corps ad-
vised of this as a suitable bombing target,
2/3 Fd Pegt carried out a_snort time rrogramne
b¥ arrangement witk Comd 12 Aust Inf Ede with
VEVE as farset area.

b
|

19 Aust Inf 3ds reported that d-ring the
rizht one pl of each nf 1 Rangers and 2/2 2n had
been captured by Germans wearing Greek uniforre.
A later rerort indicated that these losses nad
teen exaggerated and in actual fact the losses
¥ere Tour men frem 2/8 Bn and six men and two
Bren guns from 1 Rangers. It could rgm be con-
firmed that the Germzns were clothed in Greek
unifarms, but G T issued an order that all tns
wearing Greel uniforms in ard around FDLs were
to be reparded as hostile,

During the nizht the eneny had succeeded in :
tiing hows and 4" mortars fwd to support his

<
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il . Reported ty arty OGP that an enemy attack by

1500 arprox five coys inf was developing towards

hrs feature 852 (097463) to the LEFT of 19 Bde :
- front, and that enemy inf were moving SOUTH from
the road at 9597964 with the obvious intention of
attacking our FDLs at the point of junction be-.
tween 2/C Bn ancd DODECANESE Regt. Comd 19 3de
advised of this by telephone, but he was already
aware of the situation developing and had moved
one coy 2/8 BEn to thicken the line at point at
which the enemy attack was being launched,

1640 - The enemy succeeded in taking the posn on
nrs the DODECALESE front to the RIGHT of 2/8€ Bn, but
as a result of execellent supporting fire by 2/3
Pd Hegt the attack on the LEFT flank was stemmed
znd re-directed towards the front of 2/4 En,

2000 Enemy inf suprorted by tanks continued attack

nrs - on f2ature 852 in spite of heavy losses, but the !
attack was by now losing its momentum due to i
aceurate arty and LIIG fire., Two PWs captured i
by 2/8 Bn were identified as belonging to "DIE !
FUHRER" Regt of VERFUGUIGSTRUFPE -- picked tps
who were formerly HITLER's bodyguard but who
now formed part of a motorised div,

2150 Heported by Brig Vaser (Comd 19 Bde) that the :
ars situation well in hand and that severa losses
had been inflicted on siuccessive wraves of enemsy
inf by 2/4 and 2/2 Bns. There was little activity
~on his front althougn there was still evidence
of enemy T movement to the MNORTH.

/ N
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11 Report received from British LO (Capt Rat-
© 2330 cYiffe) with Gk CiA that the whole of H9 CIf4
nrs hzd moved baek from its posn at PERDIFKA. This
- was dJdone without any refersance to Comd 6 Aust
Div,
1z
10009 Conference at I3 4 Anst Div with Col PAPPAS |
8] . *e - 3] ‘
TS5 (ER3, Gk CI4) who was the sole rep of ok CHA ;
1cft at FORDIKA, %o decide on the metrhod of
vithdrawal of the DCDECANESE Regt. lio firm
estinate of number of ren, animals or ipt couid

be obtained from G reps until finally it was
deduced that the figure was in the vieinity of
4500 men, of whom some 1200 were either wounded
or incapable of marching., This fisure was about
1500 in excess of that notified by Gk CIfA the
rrevious day.

Col PAPPAS required tnt to shift all his tps
and nis demands for A Tk zuns were unreascnable.
Finzlly, a2t 1320 hrs, aj-Gen Sir Iven ilaclkay
(GOC 5 aust Div} gave Col PAPPAS written orders
to commence his withdrawal st 1520 hrs and
arrangenents were nade to have 30 3-ton lorries
at AUYHNTICN to 1ift as many of his wounded as
possible. The remainder were to move by march
route To KLEISOUREL.

AlZ) Mad Print See AIF OM 1 11-T,
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Arr
12 Enemy launched attack on front of 2/8 Bn
1140 ané slicht nenetration achieved, but arty fire
hrs soon restsared the nosn.
1430 Aerort received fr-no 19 Bde that the eneny
~ hrs ' were in ILZIDI and that 1 Rangers had withdravm
slizntly as a resuit of renetration by enemy .
AFVs. This report was ¥OT confirmed but it :
arpeared that at 1300 hrs the enemy had launched
three serarate arnd determined attacks each gir-
ected either at an exposed rlank or at the point
of junction between units. These attacks were
suprorted byl5-ton tanks,
1500 fiajor Folloy (G IT 4 iust Div) visited H9 19
“T5 Bde with nrders ccncerning the withdrawal of f
DODECANESE Regt. Posn stabilised although our
own arty was sctive and good targets wwere ofier-
ing. 3rig Vasey (Comd 12 Bde) had no doubt that
if the rosn d4ig uam detsriorate he would have
ne diffieuity in extrieating the 3de according
to plan.
1640 LEFT CENTRE of 19 Bde forced to withdraw to
ATS Pt 100C (7762) and Gomd 1¢ Bde still considered.
- that withdrawal would £0 according to plan, hut
he requested that in order to save time and
avoid the necessity of narching tps too far,
enbussing pts shouid be further NIORTH than prev-
iously arranged.
1800 Des.ignaa..: M T . s
Wrs lgravion of 7 uzt Coryz changed to
: “Anzac Corps, and Lt-Cen Sir Thos Blamey to comd
the Corps consisting of 6 just Dty and 17 Div.
! E

AL3Y Mab Print See ATF 23N f -G,

Siguature

P

=7 ..

Ny



72

o

oo eeemereresenssnsnns DIONTH ALF.Fonm C21184 WAR DIARY (RENDZA UNDEAQ SECAET COGVER) UNIT ... oy

_YEAnR For naaberial togttirmd, we= F R Vol |, 5e, 178 :{
PLACE . DATE . SUMDLARY OF EVEXNTS i REFERENCES TU C.0.'« REPORT AND COMMENTS ON MONTH
ke o Reutine tmiviog details and information given iu Casualty Daetorms are NoT requinsd | APIENDICES (O edperazions, Eagdipment, Movement. Health, Administration, etel)
DL {men it was abvious that the DODECAIESE Regh

1%3 was withdrawing. the eneny pressure on the front
—:00 af Lﬂﬂﬁde lncreased and although the Greeks
A5 gepa movinc across our line of withdrawal they .

di4 HOT creaulv imnade tihe thinning »Hut »rocess
shieh had commanced earlist than ordered in
view =L the inerzasiac vressure of the eneny.
Q -
1930 2oad craters and mine fields completed and
OrS  yuTE rd “eraterad"., The dump at 32 DID on

rd FORDIHNA - AIIVET IOu mined and timed to ex-
nlode at 1120 hrs 13 Apr,

2/4 3n was arderad to comnence its w‘th—
drayal o the LIVT flanl but as 2/8 2n which
a3 in closs conbtact with Lthe enemy was in

danzger af being cut off a coy of 2/4 3n was

arderaed fwd to assish in ex uPLcau1n0 then,
Thisz cay s5uffered somie casualtiss.

1 Armd Ede was eovering the withdrawal of
io “de and aad talen ur a posn 30UTH of the rd !

1245 A special DR was sent fwd with a messaze to
- A'S Comd 19 Sde with ordars to adv the time of his i
withdrawal ab nis -wm diseration, 1
22%5 This DR was unable to locabte the 3Arig and !
on a1is return he reportad that the Bde 3 had
alraady closed and that units of 19 Bde were
already noving 30UTH in I'T.
pik!
“2:2 LO from 19 Bde arrived eonfirning the DR's
e rerort, He also s-.- ed that. in view of in-
creasing prassure n Cond had decided to with-
draw earlier tran ordarnd. but it was Fearad i};

~—

-~

. aave € move to the LAS“ of LARE PETIHSRO to Iy
; PAGEnHRRAR #Ryako the LT RV, ' ignatur.
ARFRrimRB AR Halnk he ; Signature =

that some af 2/8 Bn had been cut off and would Ay
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Apr ;
i2 43 6 Aust Div clozed at FERDIKA and commenced

2030 move e 3IRATIA.

hrs ’
2200 um moving SCUTH on road was HOT in unit EDS
- - ars  and arragenents were made br Col Sutherland

(G I) on arrival at ¥0ZaNT Tor all tpt (less
2nd 1line) carrying 10 3de personnel to be
diverted Testwards towards the 3de area sinich
had been selected and recced by reps of 1
Aust Corps. The prosn 4o be talren 12p was in
the ¥ROMION hills with 2/2 Bn on RIGHT, 2/4
3n LEFT. All unit vehs exeent carriers and
one truck ner coy were sant SOUTH of the R
ALTAREON toMIKREVELTON. Cne bty 1 A Tk Regt
was placed under comd 1% 3ie and its guns and
vens went into the rosn with the two bns,

k™

13 The move af other AIF units eontinued South-
.0190 wards in a snow storm and some confusion was
hrs’ causad by the bty of the & Tk Regt heing
turned round on the road a few miles 3¢
of ¥OZANI, The snow on the SZRVTA PA3S made
driving conditions difficult and numerous vehs
were "ditched", further adding to the diffieult-
ies L ¥eening the convay moving,
]
0700 Div HQ arrived GERANIA and G I went on to ;
- Corps HG to renort the rosn and the stage the
3

thdrawal had reached. The line on to which
Bde had withdrawn was to he held by 4 7
2 and 16 Aust Inf Bde as well. It extended
from T OLYIIPUS to the ridge NOATH of SERYIA, . ]
. along the ridge to the vieinity of EDIANTYON,
thence N along the ¥RNNTON HILLS LORTH of R )
ALTAFZION, 19 Bde IF7 secvor, 4 I'Z "de CENTRE a}
sector, and 16 Bde RIGHT seetor. 20 Gt Div ‘
et ereread, kg be hoiding a line to the /B37 i Signalure

T2 ;
A2 Mah I'tint l'

' : : )
1

-
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0

nrs

1630
i nrs

HQ and.

ATwo coys 2/1 Auwst (3G) Bn were under comd
4 17 Zde, one coy under comd 19 3de, ===
and one coy at GERANIA in Corrs reserve,

Orders received from ANZAC Corps that the
rresent line was to be prepared for protracted
def and 4 liZ 3de and att tps was rlaced 'nde

omd & Aust Div.

ilessage received that 2/7 and 2/11 Bns had

entrained at ATHEHS for LARIZSA and as Comd
1% 3de was concernad about the extent of his
front, AIZAC Corps were as%ed if any indication
could be given as tn when 2/11 3n mizht bhe ex-

ecged to rejoin its Zde.
Information raceived from ANZAC Corps ti
1 BEn would II0T be sent fwd on arrival at
RI354 but 26 %Z 3n was vlaced under cond 4
t Div. This bn was employed on the RIGHT

12 3gde sec“o“ eovaring the approaches along
he valley af R ALTAFIION,
The br aver tL_ 2 ALTAKLOH 'O%TH of SERVIA
was hlowm and the ponrtoon LHr destrored by
burning. The main br 3id 0T break up as conr-
pletely a5 was sxrected and settled in such =
canner that it was passa®le to inf and could
be nmadje suitable for use by T in two or three
hrs, Arrangenments were made to have a standing
patrol from 14 3de sent fwd to cover the br
7ith fire and harass any recce parties,

Eneny aireraft became active aver the fud

area, a f1ight of 21 machines dive-bonbinzg and
I:Ging along the rd from PROSELION to auJVTA

AlS Mah rint See AP 5M 1110

HEFERENCES TO
AFPENDICES

G.G."s REPORT AND COMMEKRTS ON MONTH

\:Imini-‘lmh’nu. ele.)

1Un l)pc.mm-n-. I-.qmpmcul SI!urcmcut l[n—uth

Signature
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_"-l_"" [N = % + 3 - r
Arty 0Ps reported that enemy aircralf were

1650 landing on asrodrome to the 30UTH of HOZANUE.

hrs FHlachines appeared to be tp-carrying aircraft. It

#as aiso reportad that 2 small recce pzarty in LT had
moved dovn towards the 3ERVIA br, but after being
fired on by our arty they withdrew.

—

TOLEIATS - VEVE with its head at PTOLEUAIS <Ha
-

v

previous evening., The coln had been attacked
by our bombers and direct nhits scored on rd and
rail targets WEST of LAXE FETERSRO.

Git Corps H{} left EORITZA for GREVINA.

2822 Arranganents made for the hiring of mules and
**7 muletzers to assist in the tpt of stores, amn,
and rztions to units of 19 3de.
14 Air rerort received indicated that a ecoln of
0440 ypwards of 200° eneny UT inel AFVs was on rd ,
n

1960,

hrs Reported that eoln of enemy LT moving

Westward along rd EGZAUE - GREVENA and that

eneny tnearrying vehs were moving SOUTHE from
KOZANE and debussing in the viecinity of IIEA

5ICGA,

[

o ol ot

Eneny aireraft active over 5ERVIA PASS in
the viecinity of Wo., 5 ¥SD. Comparatively
1ittle damage done: one I;/C DR killad and
ra2d damaged three %i1lonetres HNORTH of Div
HQ.

L1215 . .

_1517. Tp-ecarrying vahs observed moving to and from

TS :0ZAWE. A proportion of these vehs moved TEST

from ZOZANE and the remaindsr were reported
ferrying tns towards the SZRVIA hr area.

1290 Enemy inf reported to be examining the

¢ NS

) AL Maoh Irint Ser AIF 220 -1 1100

3/

Signalure 7 : S
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ADT’  gSravTA br and 15 tanks were observed on the !
14 {H0RTH bank of the R ALTAKHON at a point 3 miles
to the UEST of the br.

Arty OP reported that 30 - 50 enemy AVs
had entered PETRINA (SE of HOZANE).

+

-
)
AR

x|

_I._‘ ..
o N e e L

A formation of 14 enemy airceraft dive-hombed
and iGA4 road in the vieinity of ilo., 5 F3D.

0 ~]

tgojd

P

It was renorted by CRE that a recce had been
made z2nd that arrangements were in hand for the
impravemaent and consiructisn »f tracls to 10
5de and that a br aeross the R AYLIANIOH was be-
ing built in the vielnity of the roint of junct-
fon hetwsen 19 Bde and 4 X2 3de,

Comn with 19 Bde now difficult. VI/T comn
non-existant and CC Sigs had arranged to send
fwd a2 spare 189 Set to replace that with the
Bde whieh presumably had developed a Bult.

The only means of comn with the Bde at this
stage was by LC and DR. Both of these methods
entailed a walk of 4-95 miles over mountainous
and heavily timbered country to the NW of the
. river crossing. All stores, rations and equipt
inad to he transported by donkeys or mules on
l the HORTH side of the river,

1

[N
w o

r

AL Mab Priat Ber AP M -1 01-15

Signature
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Report received that at dawm approx two covs
OﬂEﬂv sunporied by air and arty at:ac:ed on the
iZ Bde sector 370q¢ the l1ine of the road through
the Pass. The at*acg was successfully hezten
off and about 1350 PWs ware taken. These ware
all from the Lezion ADCLF NITLER.

d t"1u 19 Bde was to he with-
o

s Q
3
Y
D e LN

S

R M TARZIGH during the n night
y were to take jip a posn in

'g [l &1}

t =

n Qm

(1 L

O

<!

L BRI |

kg Tt
-3
Sty ]
Q

O @

I~nt

e

&

L

[H

1]

L ]

Inf Zde that cantact

Reported by Hy 16 sust
t since the 3de moaved
0

u
with 2/1 n had teen is
from the VERRTA PA3S. 1L0Os sant out had failed
tn locate the bn sithar at the RV aprointed or
on the route to it f e

Reported br 4 1Z Bde that 3 A%Vs and 5 ST
nad succeesded in cross1n the R ALTANON at
noints to the WEST of & S=ZRYIA br. The same
reno“t indicated that a gﬂ of zbout 150 vehs

was moving SOUTH from FOZANZ.

GC Sapply Dumns reported thait the Greel
rersonnel manning 5 of the 6 AA posts at the
dump on the TIKR_"AA“O‘ rd had d2serted their
posts during the night and taken their zuns
with them,

4]

ran 4 NZ Bde stated that
ed the pontoon hr at the
and that enemy forces estim-
reached the v111a;e of SZERVIA,
4 NZ Bde T that they were beingz shelled
(rro-ably s) and that enemy sg:t*inc
and recas “1=1°= jare ovnrﬂﬂpd and had heen
for some tirze, & rnq"ea. w35 sent to ANZA
Coress for fignter sappore.
ALA Sab Print See AIF M -2 01-L

4 Terpor
the enemy h
SZRYIA br er
atzd at one
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1 tizssage recsived from ANZAC CCRES that 2/82 gk
;1§§b: Regt had arrived at IITFROVALTON and that it was

without zrms,; amn and supplies. It was to come
under cond 6 Aust Div. LG from 6 Aust Div sent
forward at 1420 hrs with ordars from GOC 6 Aust
Div. These wer2 orders to the effect that the
Rezi was to get tws darys! rations from the
saprly dump and move Southwards wia a rouie
which would keep them clear of the main rd and
vhe read leading SSUTE through INROVALTON.

-V ]
~

Ordars recaived from ALZAT CORPS for the
withdrawal of 6 fust Div and N2 Div to the
TEZRICPYLAE LINE, SAVIGE PORCE, which had been
cr2ated from Hf 17 Aust Inf Bde, 2/5, 2/6, 2/7
and 2/11 Bns, one Bty 2/1 Fd Regt, 2/2 Fd Cory

and 2/2 Fd Awmd, had teen disposed br 4%ZAC CORPS
in a def rosn asirids the rd LARISSA - TRIVKALA
BAST of KALABAYA,

2 1iZ Bde was to cover the withdrawal of &
Aust Div and the withdrawal was to cormence
night 15/16 Apr,

to DOLCKQS and

ct

RCE (Brig LEZ).
L
i

or withdrawal to 19

1G9 Bde was to move dira
come undsr comd DOLICKOS FO

1439 LG sent fwd with orders

ITS  5da and Comd was instructed to dkstroy all vehs
- 2nd equipt which could 9T be brought out of
rosn.
‘1505 Comd 16 hust Inf 3de ordered by BGS to resort

hrs_ to H) AHZAC CORPS as soon as possible. Message
- rzssad to HQ 16 Aust Tnf Bde, HZ 16 Bds stated
that owing to the distances units would have to
s cover, it would IIOT be possible to withdraw the
whole Bde in one night, and the Bde Comd rroposed
to withdraw 2/2 Bn night 15/16 Apr and 2/1 and
2/3 Bns the following night,

AL Mah Trrint Kee ATV 253 t -0,

Siynature

N
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5 tanks

I/C I'G combinations

Yotorised inf - 25¢ of whom were 1eft inp
the town,

10 tanks (each about equal i
a 3C-cwt lorry) and an unspec
nurizer of lorrr-korne inf o
on towards SERVIA.

Tractor-drawn arty wiich moved towards
SERVIA.

After continuous dive-bombing and G attacls by
approx G0 aireraft for 1> hrs, two coys of enemy
inf attacked the 4 I'Z 3de seetor at dusk, This
attack was supported by heavy arty fire which
had acecompanied the previcus dive-bomhing
attaelks. The enemy had advanced with the dawn
attack this morring and remained hidden in the
serab all day close to the FDLs waiting for the
air znd arty support hefore continuirg the
attack which was suceessfully repulsed.

Enemy were again reported to he usirg the
“0ZANE LG,

AR Moh Prinl Ser AIF 203t 41-10

Stgnature
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Apr !
15 . BGS AHZAC CORPS rang to reques% that CO 2/2-
1760 Bn report HQ ANZAC CORFS as early as passible
ars arnd arrangerments made for LO to meet Li-Col
HILTOH at the embussing point to pass on this
ressage,
1960 Report received that orders for withdrawal
ATS  nad reached Cond 19 3de and that units were on
the move.
190 Lo fa o .
hrs . & report was recelved “rox a Greek villager
= that the eremy was in HCZANE 1z hrs after our
lzst tps passed through on the rerning of 13
Lpr. They arrived ir the following order:-

o
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At aRERe Fcholin M AT 33 tand ;_/_ s St o 4ac : 1oLty PPENDICES {On lll-nr.mmh !"qmpru-nl. .‘lm‘emvm llmlll: .\duum‘lntwn t".t:l
=== --e--- o= - drawing SOVTHE along tne razd P2 IO - : N =
zfg' VAT ~i"ﬂﬁi of gvar the SEAVIA ?ass a=s had
L2 Hoan F\wsnwan w R4
22.:.0 WTirar e e - o sheww
rs Pamd 10 Dds arrirad 1 A4 fust Div and skated '
16 that ag a resuii of false iﬂ-nﬂﬁ"'01 wich had
053¢ apparantly ean given MY 3 T4 Tajlor regarding
" hps  shalling of the road 'Jncﬁ‘," AR gf ZTRVIA
all Ts undsw his 2onmnand,e v~=;t ong eny 3/3
nad drawn SOUTH along the I
als tad +rat 01l vehns arc i
i¢z d hofere the grsa hzd
L aaa . . .
%30 A art was recelived rad
. ——— nlatdd

Ars  withdrawr along tas L7 LanéLiuu rd were findino
¢ very diffiecult owing to the rain and
:dition of the ro CRA 6 fust Div

ndi ad,
was uvested by G I to enguire into the reason
for dizobedience of ordars by 2/2 ¥d Regt.

P
[
IGO0 14 2de reported that conzet with

1050

Hrs -1} ATTZAC CCRPS advised the format

TAACE which was heire desrvabched to

h 2/1 ¥n :
nrs had 07T ret been est ard In view of the with- i
draval of the mmainder of the Bde that night :

a message was sent to AliZAC CCRFS requesving :

£hat arrangsn; he made -or a patrol ar rat- !

rols £ Bn of 5 lZ Zde to be sent i

out ir ir to locate 2/1 Fn anéd inform |

the En the rropﬂsod withdrawal znd the ;
locati nis tp-carrying and uni ‘

i

i

FZﬁSICS

Tl

GCACE where the cnery were reported to be making !
a determired thrust. 2/2 2n had bheen diverted to :
tme FILUEIOS GIEGE 3na 2/3 2n was to mave there

and 0T to the ZARYTIOS area night 4’1?
AIIEI FCACE was composed as ;cl10J

-

ALS Maly Prist See MF IV 1U-G Signadure .
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Apr Cond - 3rig ALLEL, CBE, DSO, Cond 16 3de
16 5] 16 Aust Inf ide

"J® See Sigs and I AD
2/2 Aust Tnf In

2/3 " 1t n

23

Rainr was still falling
cast., A4s a resulii of this and the 1o w "CElliﬂ?"
there was no eneny air aetivity,

4 'Z 3de reported that nothing had heen heard

of 26 MNZ 2n whieh pad witndrawm SOCUTE of the

P OALTAYIION on the orders of Cond 1€ Bde and

told torerort to 4 UZ Bde, LO from liZ Bde had
been sent out in an endezvour to loczte tre =n
and guide it to the area it had been sllctted in
the Z 3Bde z=rea.

[abdass

Bear H9 6 fust Div closed and moved to 3V
THOLAT Arrangerents made -or Adv B to move

i Bl
rr .

£33 tne sanme loeabtion at 2000 hres nlvnt 16/17 Apr.

1T for 2/3 En cormenced to arrive at the dis-
rersal area. ive of these vehs were detazilied {o

riove up to B Ech area of 4 17 Bde to he availahle
to 1ift one coy of 2/4 2n which was uhoughu to be
rioving Ly marech route fronm ifs posn HOATH of the
?OALTAYIIOL in the directicer af unVlu thS

HY 16 Bde rerno

Rear rted no forther contact

with 2/1 En., Lishts had beern seen out to the
AST put these had row disarreared.

Adv H] 6 Aust Div closed znd moved to SYIi
THOXAT but a2 small ope"aulovﬂl i) remained and
gat.

}-hf’__,

AL Mol Iint See AP TM -1 H-15

C.)'s REPORT AND COMMENTS ONX MONTH

(M Operations, Equipment, Movement. Heall, Adiministmtion. cic.)

Stynefure
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HEE 2/3 Bn comrenced enbussing and moving to FEIEICS

(]

e
)

o n
P L N
L SR L R Y
[N T

u
¢ AUZAC CORPS where GOC

GCRCE area.

Rerort received thnt 2/1 3n had reen cortacted
ir the vieinity of '“‘nDTCL and owing to the rture
3£ the country had fourd i necessary tc march a
a'SLance of 60 miles in crder to reach the area
allotied {o them for the def of the L7 GLYIEUS -
S£AVIL PASS line, The Tn conmrenced erhussire at

- -a
£330 krs and proceeded to SYX THCUAI., ANZAC CORPS
acvwced trat 271 Zn had hezen loecated and were

rreparing to move SCJTI.

Report received fron embussing offr that 2/3
3n had completed embussirz and the last vah clezred
‘tre embu33'rg rt at 0550 =nrs,

Div elosed zrnd moved &9
and G I conferred with
was then fwd with 5 §2

Div, Gen FREVEEAG

Bde ir ihe ¥YATERITE PA3S.
GI and,G IT left =5 12 31v and nrocesded to
te Adv E7 6 iuzt Div est at S¥II THniAT arriving

—-
1._'_"" ars.,

BElemerts af 2/1 3n
e el ]

on road tetvween LouDQn 1F
directed te the ZARYIHCS area.

aceivad th1t the br across the PLI'RIGS
i 2en accidentally
sz2nd an offr
and to rfccc a dﬂtour for the
withdrawal Castwards of the SAVIGE ROACE that nisht,
L0 sent ont to contact Cond SAVIGE FORCT with “
orders for that force t: commence to withdraw o

AlF Mah Priat See A M P )I-C.
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ipr | the ZARKHOS line and to clear all his 2nd 11ne
17 tpt trhrough LARISSA upon receipt of the orders
© ziven kim by LO. '
Advice received that 1 Armd Sde were caonplete-
1v exhausted and had heen withdrawn to ATAGAIDI (ATALAND/)
leaving 7 eruiszsr tanks 2f 3 RTR under cond
~ SAVIGE FORCEH.
1133C |
hrs Div Reserve forried and conposed as under:-
sl
Comd - llajor I.R.CAIIPEZLL, DSO, Cond
2/1 Aust Inf Zn
2/1 Aust Inf Zn
2/2 Fd per-t !
One bty 1 & Tk Rert |
This reserve was ordered teo move from SYI :
THCUAT to the vicirity of the aeroérone 13- miles ;
S50TTH of LARTSSA where it wzs respcnsible for !
tre rrotection 2f the aercdrome ard alee in '
rosn to sugzport 16 Aust Inf 3de or 6 NZ Rde. h
1400 . s . |
b e In order that as much traffie as possitle ;
©77  would be clear of LARISSA by the time 16 and :
17 Bdes ard 6 HZ Bde withdrew, it was decided i
to move EQ 6 Aust Div to NIKZAT (4 niles SOUTH i
of L.':LRIDQA ) :
19 ST PG
1930 HQ 6 Aust Div closed at 377 TECEAT and moved %
nrs NIKFAT, i
t
2000 ‘nT . _ . s o :
TS LiRTISSA bombad by a formation of high level i

bombers arnd flow of traffic through the town
temnorarilv diaor?anized %11 »‘afflc moving
aatmarq rted throtigh the
3V of the town. .ne road QOU'L of “he town was
considarably darmzged by enemy air action and
traffic could move only with difficulty.

AYD Mah frint See MF 5V 3 01-C,

j! Stguebnre
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17 GGC, G I and G IY arrived NITKKAI. There were’

'223C ' o conns within ube Div I area nor was there
hrs any means of comn (apart from L7¥C DR) with
AT:Z4C CCRPS ard 16 and 17 Bdes.

18 Tessage sent to ANZAC CORPS suggesting that
0049 in view of congestion on main rd efforts bhe
ars made to collect sufficient rolling stock to
move 6§ MZ Bde and 1¢ iust Ini Bde by rail from
LARISSA to vicinity their areas on the TSIERNOP-
YLAE line.

073G ¥R FZ Div est on rd LARISSA - LANIA one mile
hrs SOUTH of NIKKAI village.

20 N - .
03¢ LO sent fwd to contzct Cond 16 iust Inf Bde ,
TS yiih insins that he was to withdraw under the !

crders of HZ Div , that he was to deny his

rresert line to the 2nemy until 03C0 hrs 20 ApT -+

= and his route of withdrawal was tnrouvh LnR-oS&,
thence via the rd LARISSA - VELEST ‘OI - ALLIIROS

- LATA

0200 GOC visited 7§ NZ Div to canfer with Laj-Gen |
TS PRIVYBERG. Iovement of vehs 5CUTH along the main ;
ré was now quile srmooth and vehs were travelling :
widelvw disrersed. :

t

0936 Report received from 17 3de (SAVIGE FCRCE)
TS that the whole foree hazd napotiated the dbut
made necessary as a result of aceidental hlowing
7  of br on 11 Apr and that 2/11 Bn vhick was cover-
: inx the withdrawal of the ”o“cn along the :

TRIKKALL - LARTSaA rd had ICT been pressed by
the enemy. IR
Ogjﬂ_ A large forration of enemy aireraft dive- . —~
TS Lomhed LZRISSA obviously with the object of -/
causing confusion and damaging the brs imnediately I

AL Muh Ering See AF T3 1410, Siynabire -
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Avor © NOSTH of the town, qu tpt of the aA“TGm FGRCL
it  continued to mow steadily Southwards past
- Div H3 at HIKKAT.

1005 A furtrer raid by dive-bombers on LARTSSA.

hrs The rald lasted for approx 15 nins.
11020 An explosion occurred in the vicinity of
ars  the _arodromc Sil of LARISSA, but as no enemy
aircralt wsre in t e neighhourheod at the time
it was presamad that the exrlosion was deliber-
ate destruction of either a petrol or amn dunp.’
1645 3 £t low leval
hre Enemy aircraft commenced high and low level

bonb‘nﬂ and divn-Ponbinc and La*ﬂﬂ aTGﬂg rds
137334 - TRIFEALA and LARTSSA - LaT I&, On
many sceasions the aireraft ”’ed as low as 1CC
J £t and as a result the movenert of all traffic
on: these roads was qampered Enemy aireraft
anpearnd tn cencentrate on v111ac=s no=51blf
with The dual intention af terrorising the
villagers and making the main rd through the
villages impassable.

CRE 6 Aust Div reguested to send Enzr offr :

to make recce of coast rd LARIZ3L8 - I_T‘STITJG‘T t

- = ALLTROS - LAVIA. &rrancemenbs were made with t

Sigs 6 Aust Div for a W/T set o accompany the
offr mzking this recce.

1150 As no information nad heer received from 16
Brs  iust Inf Bde a LO was sent fd to contact the
Cond and ascertzin from hin the nsen in the
! FSUEICS GORGE.

Low level hombing and Ging along the main rg \)
- continred but tpt was well disrersed and in be- Y
tween attacks the convoys 7ere able to cortinue y
the nove SCOUTH, . I féf

A Mab Print See A1 T 1 -G i Stgnature ! L
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A?r
15 R_uort received by W/T fronm offr naking road

t ithat the road would require
istanece »f arvprox 200 vyds at
f La37I534,

, 1430 L0 returred fron 16 aust 3de and indieated
Nrs thzt the foree was disrezed as follows:—
LEFT 2/2 Bn
- RIGHT 21 1Z 3n

Aeserve - 2/1 3n, to the L3IFT zrd in rear
of 2/2 Tn. '
nemy cru:ser
t2 eross the ri : £ 2/2 3n
auring the marn;ns nd firszlly _JCC:Eded in zeti-
ing some tanls across at 13320 hrs, These woved
round te the LEFT of 2/2 ”r 21 14 3n and the
4 Fd Arty Regt had been foreed to withdrayw in ’
the face of SuTJH. onpcsition by enemy inf, 3/2 ;
Bn held this attack but found as a rﬂ"v1* that ;
i
!
B

tLﬂse tirmes

-

its RIGHT flank was completely e: rosed. The TG ;
of ths force located at the TIAFRYPNORI rv sta i
7as heavily bombzsd shortly ~Tier =iddav. i

lgfg LG sent ;wd 2 contnet Div Bss with orders
152 that Lt-Col '.CREVOR was %o comd and was t9 move -
at 1700 hrs to its pasn an thp TLZT_O-UZLB LINE, |

2/1 xnd 3n oand 2y 1 A TH Rect to come under corid.,

19 Afust Inf 3"e.anc 2/2 Fd D2zt to he sited under
arrangenents of CRA & iust :

LARIS3A arnd nzin rd leading 3°7TH from L.\I:Sn
aga'n heavily hoobed. Tt beczre obvions that the
eneny wWas corccntrnt*'" all nis air efforts in an
endeaveur to disorganize the withdrawal and if
pozsible cut off those units JJORT of LARISSA.

s B
L}

L

—e
-t

b

i
=Rt
i w\n

nrs f!es;,aea received fram Comd 15 Lust Bde thnt I
eremy tanls nad hroken ‘*rn”ch the zap hetween ; 1]
AN Sab it Sec AN M- 1 11=T. . ! Stguature
b f fi
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3
O
w O

1730

nrs

18¢0
nrs

Al Hah rint Sec ATF

R-un v lr.umn" decails .uul iuformation ;..m:n in C.ut..x v Beturus are NoT mgulml

between his LZFT flank and 4 IIZ Bde, He vas
endeavouring to hold on to his prnsent line and
stated that he could do no more than his best.
] indlcation was given that the nosn had hecom
untenable but in view of the implied urgency
af the situation a message was sent by LO to Div res
eancalling its move at 1730 hrs and ordering it
£ty ke rrepared io move IISATE throagh LARY Soa to
:LLJT 5i 2 O.L Lhe

Tehs of SAVIGE FPLRCE contimued to move steadily
shutaward and a check revealed that they were
noving at the rate of five vehicles in each
minuie during the reriods in hetwsen bombing
atiacks,

t

LZAC Corps to the effect

essaze rec2ived from
tn.t ANZAC Corps was moving to and openinz at
LEVADIA at 2070 hrs 18 apr.

Enamy aireraft dive-bonbed and nachine-gunned
road in the vieinity of I 72 Div. Thers ware
several casualties anmong persomn2! and approx-
imately eight vehieles were fired by incendiary
bullets or bombs. As a rasult of this bombing

B3 NZ Div dzecidad to move location., Thelr orig-
inal 1erntion was to move south along the main
road, bui the last minute they moved in a

Liortherly dlrection throuzgn LARIS3A and greatly
added to the congestion on ths road.

i) 6 Aust Div closed at NIYAY and moved to
e . . T

GOC 6 Aust Div raﬁalnﬂa at UINAT
nimgelf that the Wi,qd“avﬁl

in acecordance rith

53 -Hn-6,

Og

i Stgnalure . _ R
i
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0700
ars:

F1 and G11 visited the ) of 3r ig LEE
iS5 FORCE}. 3rig LEE stated that he had
na2cessary to use 2/4 and 2/8 Bns and
nad movad hack and wers a1raadf takin
1081 ont the BRATLGS pass. At this stage
considerable congestion on the rd in
ty of Zrig LEE!'s i1 and shortly after
ce Dlane had been over a forma tlon

and u,ﬂ"ﬁl" bombhed and
d and the grez round tqn “ﬁ

nos
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LGS Pass and conferred
G’I " Pares and
diSﬂoalulona of Tns
4TLOS Pass. 2/1 Bn was
so,hO“ and 2/4 Bn the
the remnants of 2/ ragzerve,
Ede was not hanpy ab04 gxtent of
T the rossible line of ach by the
eneny a*o z “hp rallway valley, i Pones
was asked if the intﬂr-diVlSlOQQI oouqdﬂry cqud
be 1aid dom dnf‘n;tp1" in order that 6 Aus Div
would knoswr its raapopainiW t¥ and dispose its
tps zccordingly, Thais, Gi3 prarlsﬂd, wronld
be atiendsd to as so00n as h2 raturned to Force i

o
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H] 6 Aust Div opesned at PALS IO"HORIOL _the
locztion being the main rd anad :ha rzilwa ay avout
one mile S5 oP GRAVIA,

2247 Corns

3RAILOS posn.

L0 arrived fron
the deferice of tha
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REFERENCES Tu
APPEXDICES

with verbal ordsrs for

[ (} . llI-J’ORT AND LOS!)!I-.\Tb ox JIO\TII

Y

Siguubure




SApril ... MoxTi A.LF. FoRs C 2118a W AR Dl ARY ’

&

{RENMDZR UNDER SECRET {COVER)

UNIT__6_Aust Div.,

21941 CYEAaR For materiat roquirsd, ses FS.R Vol, L Sex 174 v =
PEACE DATE SUMMARY OF EVENTS l REFERENCES TO G0+ REPORT AND COMMENTS OX MONTH
S s Rﬂ-l ne training tht:ul- and mfaml:mon given ia L-ul:.“:l'r.y R».lurw arg \u"' rcrmrai i \l'l t.\m(.‘i'% tUn Operations. Eguipment. Movement. Health, Administration, ete.)

156C0
hrs

17¢0
©prs

hrs

Lt-Cpl TAMB, Comd 2/3 Aust Inf Bn reported

23 6 Aust Div for orders, He had no% s=an Brlg
ALLEY since early on 18 Apr 2nd he did not know.
the whereabouts of the bulk of his TZrn. He rriefly
described the action ipscfar as nis ovm unit was
cencerrned but ke had not received any orders ‘
rezgarding his withdrawal., Ie moved south from tke
PEEZX0S GCRCGE the previous evening and kad with-
dravn in the BRATLOS aresa ab-ut 7 offrs and the:
equivalent of onz coy. He was instructed by the
G1 %o p“ocead to ALFTKLIA and estatlish a collect—
inz rost to vhieh all memhers of 273 2n would be
directed, He was slso instructed to send offrs
out zlong the =ain rozd to collect as many of his

[3
l

¥a

iessage sent forward to Frig LES instructing
nim that his responsipility et*e-ded westward to
inciude the main railway line and ne was to deny

. the use of this to the ereny.

HQ RAL 6 Aust Div rencrted that derolitions on

" rd and rzilway were being rrepared in zccordance
- with the requiterentis of Cond 19 2de,

lieavy rain comrienced falling and the area ir
which Div HQ was loented was Fncor*n irnass

) ~ for wheeled traffic,
1730

Cogd 9 tAHst,Z0S Bde visited Hg 6

- £
stz concerneé anout the

Al Mab Print Sec AIF- 231 II-00,
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19 ipr i

1?30ptunnels which zave access to the enemy along the
‘railway valley leacing to the left and centre of
his sector, He reguesived aLthority to demolish
these tunnals znd si=zted that he had already tzken
acticn in respect of a snzller vunnel through wiich
"tps on foot could pass.

1740
krz ATTZAC Corps reauested to give autl orlty to des-
troy railwsy br*dﬂes and tunrels and %o parmit
6 Aust Div to con,t“o1 trair moverants in the area,
1900 ‘
hrs Authority given by ANZiC Corps for tunnels to

be blowm otk raacnr" pridges vi2re not to he demolished.

Hrs GOC arrived back from 3rig Lin's HG. Brig LEE
exsected to comrence his withdrawal from the

DOICHOS posn at dusky this w
ered¢ by tp= ne hadé alteady G
north: of LATA,

4
thdrawal to he cov-
rased in a def posn

t
2050 |
hrs llessage raceived fror AIZAT Corps ordering EQ i
# Aust Div to rmove i.s UL south to AYA TARTHA in i
corder to ensure line com'unwca-lon Letween Corps !
HQ and Div HR. Coud 6 fust Div already considered |
that he was too far ir rear of his 2des, In view of p
the shortage of cable and poor coriminications !
-2lready existing, a fu“*"nﬁ rearward move of Div !
‘H% merely inereased fthe difficuities of control i
within the Div,
20 ADT :
073C brs Srig ALIEN rerortad G % Anst Div and briefl:
outlined the eveniz of the p?éVljl‘ day in the
FRIlBI03 G07GDE. e stzited that heo was unables Lo
hold the rvosn until the time orderno as the ener* j
had brolern through and tanks and infantry were
fiiterines uhroug- the lefv of his Ifront,

" AES Mah Print Sec AIT TM-1 ML= Stgnabure
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B35 ANZAC Corps arrived and discussed with GOC
the ieairahility of extending the 1afi of 19 Inf
3de %o close nossible gaps in that £lan% throuzh
wnich the enemy might filtee,

6 Aust DIv 00 Ho0.5 issued and is atiache
heraty as aprendix.c”

ars Further dive-hombing attack on the store
-2t GRATIA and enemy air activity along the main rd
i700
nrs Brig LEY commanced his withdrawal fron the
rosns north of LAIA,
20060
nrs H3 6 Aust Div closed and movad to AZA IIARTNA.
2330
ars 27 6 Aust Div arrived and openad ab 4A¥4 JIARTIEA.
21 Anr
0730 Brig LEX arrived at Div #) and brisflv sketchad
hrs the activities of his Fores during the rast 48 nrs,
He statad that ne had had 1ittle diffdenliy in
disenpgiging from ths eneny north of LATE and
withdrawing throuzh the =main rosn an the 3RATLGS
- Pass,
093340 - CiA and 31 went [wd to confer with Comd 12 Zde
hrs rezarding bhe defanees ol ths BAATILOS Daab The
rennants of 2/9 and 2/3 wers e_“g cal’ected a%
AFIZLIA and 1% Bde (less 2/1 3n) was allottad
4 rols in resaerve,

‘1000

hrs

=ovad to

wnlell had
a Withdrew
ir
2

pa— By

& small coln of enany LT

e
TICSIHOEHGRION was engaged by arty an
nnruﬂna"ds. Enemy arty comienced {ir
rd south of LAVIA but their guns wer

, “rangz of our 23-ndrs.
1200

Reported by 19 3de that ensmy were oceupying
the woods on ihe main rd near 318487 and activity
seemed to indicate that an 2ffort was being nade
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21 Apr  to rapair the brldge which had been destroysd
- 1200 at that point. Tasre were also small colns of
ars  enemy NT moving along the nortn bank of the

Tiver in this area. N
— - .
- 1235 12 3de reported that small partiss of enemy
Chr inf togethsar with mortars had crossed to the

south of the rivar and were digging in amongst
the crops.
1344 A large eolumn of enemy NT moved to HOiZta
nrs fron LANIA and enemy aircraft were using the
1anding ground SE of LANTA. It was reported
that each machine brought as its load a
d=tachment of in® or a f{ield plece,
12809 15 Zde was ordered to the left Flank its
hrs  area to inelude the feasure 2002 with the objael
of preventing any enemy movemsnt towards the
regr of 17 Bde, which was established in the
vieinZty of BRAILOS was ordered to carry out
patrols to the west along the MATROLITYARION
VALLEY and to maintain a standing patrol on the
high ground to the west of 0RAVIA with the ob-
leet of covaring all tracks Ileading into GRAVIA
from the WmST,
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0390 that Greeks ware askinz for a cess Sion 2f hoss-
ATS © §11t1es and Liat ne me.ior,2 ¢@ssatlon of host
L ilities and that the evacuation of all Imperial
tps was probadble, GOC, G I and AQ ware ordered
to attend conference at H3 AUZAC CORPS at 0700
. hrs,
0220 Brig Comds and heads of 3ervices ordsred to
7S attend GOC's corference ts ba held at 1000 h-s, !
10660 GOC held conference and staed tha% it had i
hrs  been decided to evacuaie the Imperial tps fron

GREZCE as soon as poszsibla, iHig plan for the with-
drawal provided for the mave Southwards of 14 &

17 Bdes on the nisht 23/24 Apr, and the 19 Rde on
the following night., ANZAC CORPS was being with-

A3 Mab P'rint See AIF Z0 § 1~ Sigunfure
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'%%; dramm through 4 HZ Bde (plus certain att
“£= Aust units) whiech was taking up 2 rposn as tride i

the main rd in the V1C1n*uy of KRETIXOUVI.

1430 An enexy plane was seen to drop leafleis
ATS  printed in Gresk, exhorting the Greeks H0T to
“help the Im“8“1a1 tnps to leave GREECE,

6 Aust Div 00 MNo, 6 issued., A copy att here-
Yo as Appx.

- 23 Garnans conmenced pa
and several tanis seen
.moving WESY. Less shel
on the rrevigus day, th

2ver.
The GOC Lransmitted a rersonzl messaze Lo the i
tps. "This is z time when zl1 our trg and eon-
~trol must be exertad to the full. Duty is duty
and everyone on duty rmust be at his post. Units
must be ready with self-help to keep the with-
drawaT moving steadily and under control, Every il
fTr must pu11 his weight using all nis in tiative !
eﬂervj and couragze Lo carry out this movenent in i
.military order, Cool haadsl"

: Dets of Gps and orders for the move were issued '
to those concerned? '

Div HG to move night 23/24 Apr from AYIA
LLRTHA,

ALLEN GP to move night 23/24 Apr from
BRATLOS area,

VASEY GP thainning out. ’

t Div CO || Mitached a5 APPendm D’
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2/5 3n, one Coy 2/1 LG 3n (less one pl) and -
~one tp 2/1 P4 Regt were ordered to move to pasn
on rd LEVADIA - DELPHI to cover demolitions and to
protect withdrawal of VA3SEY GP. This was recassary
-as a report was received that 450 erneny KT were
noving SOUTE on MESELONGHI rd. Li-Col R.KING,

Comd 2/ Bn, was placad in comd of this force,

4 HZ 3de with 2/3 Fd Rest, bitys 2/1 A Tk
Regt, Corys 2/1 LG Bn, holding posn astride rd
one mile SOUTH of ¥REIKCUKI,

E3 6 Aust Div moved from AYIA IiRTUA at nid--’
night and followed the 5 aad 6 Z Bdes on the
Southward journey,

HG 6 Aust Div, 16 and 17 2des (less detached

¢ units}) arrived at the "lying-up area” at 1ATIRA.

S Yehs and personnel were concealed amongst the
olive groves and despite the arnpearance of sever-
al enemy recce rplanes overhead diring the norning
no attacks were carried out,

=N

1D

'

1?00 Grdars raceived regarding emharkation. Adv He
2T 6 Aust Div was to riove afternaon 24 Apr to the
vieinity of ARG'S ard embark night 24/25 Arr fronm

SAVPLION. 16 and 17 Bde Gps were to nove night .
24/25 Apr to FALAMAT and embark night 25/24 Apr.

Adv HQ 6 Aust Div commencsd move to ARGOS,

fFS - yvens being despatched at 5-min intervals,
1900 Adv HQ 6 Aust Div arrived assembly area four
kTS riles LORTH of ARGOS whers it was found that

accommodation for only 60 all ranks had heen
allotted. These personnel were to embark in
M"ULSTER PRINCE™ at LAVPLION at 2100 hrs,

' G I met GAC SOUTH of ANGNS and enquired vhether
GCC was being evacuated by air or by sea, At tais

ALF Mab Irint See AIF M 3105,
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“stage, Uaj-Gen iIACKAY was NOT certain whether a.
. blane was being made available or NOT. He WaAS
then on nis way to the zerodrome and suggested

- anemny dive-hombers but after dropnin:

InT

“at 1130 and 1330 hrs but eae
4

i

G (g

SUMMARY OF EVENTS H REFERENCES TO
RJ sthize training details .lml n.fnmu‘:ou gurcn in C.l.n..;'l. R..u.m- am NOT m';.uml . APFEXDICES

that aCuo*modat1on on thz ship he ressrved in case

~ he shouléd X0T be going br air.

Adv #3 6 Aust Div movad to ITAVPLION where
Embarkation Staff -tabed that no provision had
been made for the emharkation of 6 Aust Div mo.
1f€2r consultation it was arranzed that all per-
sonnel of = Aust Div wha had arrived at MAV-
PLION would erhark that night,

v HQ 6 Aust Div embaried in TS "FHGEREY

iled for CRETE at aprrox 0230 hrs the foll-
morning, laj-Gen Sir Iven IIACYAY embarked
Rh: _1y1ng boat and flew to CRITE. Cn arr-
on board U3 MPHOEBEY all ranks were providad
ot soup and sandwiches.
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Ine eonvoy wWas ath 3C‘“d br a format

they were driven off b" Af Tire. One mer 3h
in the convoy sufferad a “"nezr ziss" but was abl
©o procead and no casuszliies to ﬂnraanreL were sus-
tain2d, Further dive-hombhi
n tine uqﬂ enewv alr—
erafi were kept hizh by AL fire and no dam1°° ar
casualties were sustair-ead,

dv H3 6 Aust Div arrivad at 37DA BAY. Light
F N
i

{{]
y‘ a,
5

S wiere served to 211 ranks at the Transit
or offrs were bhilletted in CAMNEA. The

nd all tps =arched uO FERIVOLIA {about
OUTH of CANEA) whers temporary canps had
ted amongst the olive grovas,
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Anr m*‘ Gen U C"AV 801 STTHERLAND (G3C I}, ard

'35 ¢ 1aj MOLLOY (8S0 II) attended a conference at

1C0C © CRIFCRCE, NG, whien neasures to prot2et the island

hrs azainst invasion Hr air and/or s=a-horne ips were
Alseussad. Aust tps ware allotted the area tH the ;
TAST and 5% of CAUEA and arr1ngewen s made for 19
aust In® Zde Gy to take over from Yorks & Lanes
in the 3ZUHIFCRIO - HALIBES area., N2 ips to-
cetner with Veleh Rﬂ—, and 3lzecx Wateh ware
allotted the LLALELE ard Testern rortion of the
island, L .

14350 Brig CHAPPZR (i} CREFCRCE), Col SUTHERLAID

hrs  znd a3 UOLLGY made a recc2 of the IEOIIIGRIOH
area with 3 view to its heing taten over by AIF
anits. iMmits were allotted areas and disposed -
to afford the nax rroteciion against parachutie ,
trs and air and sea-bsrne Invasion, Tactical i
disnositions were necessarily depends ant on I
water supplies which, in this area, were undevel-

([l

oped.

A sscond convoy of Imperial qnd GV Ers arrived
from GREECE. Tnis includad det Co*qs and Div
tps and all uhren ATF Bdes. wanc LO confusion at
the embarkation beaches in GREECE and the sinking
of one merchant ship hound for ALEZANDRIA, units
had become split and generally disarganizad.

Arrangements were mada to direct tps to unis
areas immediately thev disembarxzed and had heen
ziven Iight r refreshments,

The

The dary was devated to organizing parsonnel
into unit gps and moving units to their local
def areas. DIDs were est in the AIF area and
arrangerents made for the issue of such blzniels

and clothing as were available or the izisnd.
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_ %32 : Brig EERRTHG (CBA) and Lt-Col PULVIR (mnc.s)
I e"oarkeé at SUDPA BAY in a BAPF flying boat for
0630 ° sTEYANDRIA
krs
- Enemy ai“craft hombed SUDA BAY bui no ecasualiies
oT camafge resulted. The re- rganlzat_an of Ln"tu
contirued. This prcved to be slow owing to the
shortage of tpt, lack »f comns, and the weary
conéition of tgs who stiil continmued to arrive from
GREECE,
2100 Adviece received that e ot Biv wanld
hrs i T ed thatv Adv Y0 ¢ Aust Div would
e embark for EGYFT at €780 Lrs 20 Apr.
2 Adr E3 € rLust Div arrived at SUDA BAY and en-
0700  narved in IS "CARLISLE ", wnich saiied in convoy
"hrs  f£or LLEXANDRIL at 3230 hrs
30 Convoy zttacked by one destrorver and “E" boats,
0230 presuned to ve Itzlizar and opsr:tlng from the
hrs  DODZCANESE., Two torpedoes were fired but botn
nissed their marks. Guns fropm IS MCARLISLEY
opered fire and eneny retired.
1 Arrived ALEXAUDRIA, when after a’l necessary
0900 . particulzrs were tzven by the Evacuztion 3t=7T,
trs ' 2nd light refreshrents, tps proceeded to ALIRIYA

bunging Camp.

© AlF Mab riat See MP 253 100
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VEHIA PABS = 8 APR

"GQ? BRANCH, 6 DAV ) . b
OFERATI ORS

Adv party HQ 6 Div, with MY, embarked on HELIAS, 37 Me
¥ain party embarked SS "PENIAND® at ALEXARDRIA 31 Har -
Disembarked FIRAEUS 3 Apr. HQ located at SERVIA PASS
G Apr 41, '

H to this arsa. 16 Bde group take over defencea from
12 GK. Dispositions were 2/1 BEn left fwd alops, 2/2 .
on right betwesn road and ALTAKMON river, 2/3 En 4n

_ P23arve.

‘PIORLNA GAP =9 APR

GERMAN ADVANCE

M OLYMPUS
IINE - 10 AFR

GERKAR ATTACK
11 APR

12 AFR

DEFEECES
PREPARED

THERRCFYLAE
OHE - 15 AFR

16 APR

17 AFR

HQ to FREDIEA = responsibility for FIORLEA gap taken
over by 10 Inf Bde with £0 Gk Div on left and 12 Gk
Div on right = Carrler platoons of 2/6 =6 =7 & 11 Ens
sent 1n support of GRESK forces in IARISSA area.

was then on four lines of approach. Two into THRACE,
one vis RUPRL PASS and one via STRUMA VALIEY.

orders for wilhdrawal to general 1lins of ALIAKHON
river, VERHLA PASS blown and 18 Bde move to OLTMPUS
1ine.

on 19 Bde front = rapulsed with heavy losses.

HQ to GERANIA - 19 Bde withdraw = covered by 1 Armd Dit
to posns in KROMION HILIS. :

preparations for protracted defence made on line
extending from WP OLYMPUS {o ridge N of SERVIA to
EDMANTYON and EW along EROUKIAX HILLS H of ALIARMON
river. 19 Bde laft, 4 NZ Bde centre and 16 Bds right
goctors. 20 Gk Div holding line to Wesat.

Crdars for Dlv to withdraw covered by 4 HZ Bde, to

THERMOFYIAE LIRE - Eneny reach SERVIA village. 19 bde
wlthidraw South of ALTAKHON river and take roeserve
posns to 4, NZ Bde., SAVIGE FORCE (17 Bde Op) in

defensive positionc strids LARISSA-TRIERAIA road Lest
of EAIABAXA. .

ALIBE FORCE (16 Bdo Gp) formed, and move to PEINEIOS
GORGE, vwhers enemy was maldng heavy thrust, '

SAVIQE FORCE crdored to wiltbdraw to ZARKOS line, Div
RESERVE FORCE formed to protect Aerodrome South of
TARISSA and support 16 Bde cr &€ NZ Bde if necessary.



" BRAIIOS PASS
19 APR

THERHOPYIAE
IIHE « 20 APR

21 APR

EVACUATION ORDERS
22 Apr
23 AFR

EMBARERATION
24 Apr 41

Div HQ to BRALIOS area. . Intense ensmy aerial
activity = SAVIGE FORCE withdrawing aucceasfully
covered by 2/11 Bn. 16 Bde disposed in PEREIOS
GORGE mseting heavy ensmy attacks. Comd sends
messages "I CAN DO KO MORE THAN MY BEST" - DIV
RESERVE PORCE ordered North in support,

Div HQ at PALATIK HORION = 2/1 Bn right, 2/4 En left
sector with 2/8 Bn.inreserve, prepare defense of the
passe Comd 2/3 Bn reports whereabouts of bulk of
Bn umimown, and all contast with Erig ALIEN lost,

i

Dlv HQ to AYA MARIEA - Brig ALIEN reports enemy through
on left of his front and that whereabouts of 2/2 snd
2/3 Bns unknown, 21 §Z Bn and NZ Regt had withdrawn .
without orders., Orders for ccoupation of THERNOFYIAR :
efences, Vv left and NZ Div right ssctors. Brig IR
(DOMOKUS FORCR) commences withdrawal fron Horth of T
through BRAIIOS. PASS.

2/2 end 2/3 Bns in reserve at BRATLOS PASS. Enemy
planes landing trcops SE of ILAMIA,

GREZRS sulng for cessation of hostilities. Plans of
evaouation mads - 16 and 17 Bdes to move South on night
23/24 and 19 Bde night 24/25, ANZAC CORPS witidraw’
to post astride road in vicinlty KREIRKOURI . :

HQ 6 Dlv, followed by 5 and 6 NZ Bdes move out Prom
AYA MARINA at midnight,

HQ € Div and 16 and 17 Bde (less detached units covs °
withdrawal) reach "lying up area® at HANDRA. |
Embarkation orders were - G Div HQ at NAUPLION nlght
24/25, 16 and 17 Bdos at EAIAMAT night 25/26, Div Adv
HQ embarksd HMS. "PROEBR” arrlving at SUDA BAY (CRETRE)

" 25 Apr.

26-28 APR

TO EGYPT

Units arriving, being reorganised and preparing for
defonoe of CRETR,

Adv 0Q embarked HMS "CARLISIE™ ap Apr, arrived
AIEXANDAIA and moved to ANIHIYA - 1 Hay 41,

FOTE ie See Diary eppendices for compositions of various forces and
- groups,
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CTFICERS HOLDING APPOIRTHENTS ON HQ 6 AUST DIV
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Cipher Offiger -

LIATOON CFFICIRS -

Field Security

Section

Hajor-Ceneral Sir I.G. NACKAY, KBE ClG
D3 VD,
Lieut 3.d. TRAVERS.

Col R,RB, SUTHERLLNID.

Hajor I.R. CAMPBELL, DSO (until 7 Ap*}
tiajor 4.D, LOLLOY (From O Apr)

Capt A.E. BAMFORD

Capi R.R. VIAL

Lieut V.. KNCE

Lieut., W,L. SPTIGHT

Major T.2. WILLIAES

Czpt B.R. GRIEVE

7/Capt B.V. WILSOW

Tieut, T.7, TINSON

BRANCH of the APRJUTAMT GEUERAL AND CUARTSRUMASTER GENTRAL

Ab & QUG
D4LG

DAQMG

DAQHG (Staff

TLearner)-

IS0
Cznp Condt
amenities

vl TS

Officer

T/Col C,E. PRIOR
Hajor B.J. O'LOUGHLIN
Major C. BOUSER

Capt 4.T. HcLELN
T/lilajor A.Y, SHEPPARD
Cept G,T.R, UF?

Lieut, G. TQUGE

ADUTNISTRATIVE SZRVICES AND DEPARTLENTS

Col. H.C. DISHER
Hafor A.H. DAVKING
Li-Col B.%¥. PULVER

Capt E.G. GELL3TRCN !
Hajer E.¥. BRYCESCH -
Capt G.G. HAWKER

Brig. E.F. EZRRING, DSC, MC, =D

ADMS -
DEMS -
DADBOS -
D4DO5 (Assist-
ant} -
3IQUE -
DARL -
HEADSUARTERS DIVISTONAL ARTILERY
Comnander -
BY (Starfr
e earnoer) 3 -

Staffl Canua*n

(Stzfs Learnsrl-

Intelllgence

Hajer H,V, STEFHENS (Cfficiating =2

[f¢]

)
Capt J.D. STUES (Cfriciating as 3C)
Lieut 7.R. EASDOWN

HEADGUARTEDS DIVISIOHAL ENGINETRHS

Commanding
orficer

Add th_;'l"
Intelligerice
3fficer

-Col L.C., LUCAS, HC VD
it L. G. REDDY {Until 19 Apr)
eut W.G. CANTZLO (From 19 Apr)

Lieut R.E.J. HOLAL

Lt
Cz
Li

dZADAUARTERS DIVISTONAL STGHALS

Jomnanding Officer - Li-Col L.J., WELLMAN
ADJUTANT - Capt S.J. GREVILLE

ARHY SERVICE CORPS

Commanding 0fficer - Lt<Col Ii.B, LOVERIDGE OQB:

Adjutant

Capt J.E. HARSH
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VERRIA _PASS,

SECRET
Appendix: 3?...

- (a} ZLORINA GAP.

19 Aust Inf Bde,

Comd - Brig. G.A. VASEY &&F DsO
HQ 19 Aust Inf Bde
"LY Secg Sigs
.79 LAD
273 Fd Regt RAA
ug" See Sigs

41 LAD

1 A Tk Regt (less one bty)
"H" See Sigs
49 LAD

1 Rangers

2/4 Aust Inf Bn (less one coy)
2/8 Aust Inf Bn
27 NZ (KG)} Bn (less two coys)

1 Armd Bde Gp,

Comd - Brig, CHARRINGTON
HQ 1 Armd Bde
3 RIR

Div Trs,

Comd - Hajor-Ceneral Sir Iven Mackay, KBE CHG DSG VD
HQ 6 Aust Div
Int Sec 6 Aust Div
6 Aust Div Emp P1
"B Sec FSS
6 Aust Div Pro Coy
6 Aust Div Postal Unit .
HQ Med Arty 1 Aust Corps - Brig., LEE (CCHA). ,
EQ RAL 6 Aust Div (CRA - Brig. HERRING) ;
64 Med Regt RE (less one tp) ?
2 Regt RHA
102 A Tk Regt (NH)
HQ RAE 6 Aust Div {CRE - Lt-Col, LUCAS)
2/1 Fd Coy RAE
Sigs 6 Aust Div (less dets)
HQ AASC é Aust Div {(CAASC - Lt-Col LOVERIDGE)

—— . - - =

16 Aust Inf Bde Gp (under comd 1 Aust Corps)

Comd - Brig. A.S, ALLEN, CBE DSO VD
HG 16 Aust Inf Bde

"J" Sec Sigs

45 LAD _ ]
7 Med Regt RA
One tp 64 Med Regt RA (4 6" Hows)
2/2 Fd Regt RAA

uG" Sec Sigs

40 LAD
2/1 Aust Inf Bn
2/2 Aust Inf Bn
2/3 Aust Inf Bn
2/1 Aust F4 Amb AMC




D '%?%%;
SERVIA PASS,

16 Aust Inf Bde Gp

Cond - Brig A.S. ALLEN, CBE DSO VD
HY 1€ Aust Inf Bde

7" Sec Sigs .z
o 49 LAD
i - 2/1 Aust Inf 3Bn
» 2/2 Aust Inf Bn
I 2{3 Aust Inf EBn

4 NZ Inf Bde Gp

Comd - Brig, PUTTICE, Comd 4 NZ Bde. f
HQ 4 NZ Inf Bde !
Sig Sec¢ & LAD i
6 Fd Regt NZ&
1 Survey Tp NZA
18 NZ Inf Bn
19 NZ Inf Bn
20 HZ Inf Bn
Two coys 2/1 Aust (¥T) Bn

19 Aust Tnf Bde Gp

Comd - Brig, G.A. VASEY, CBE D50
HQ 19 Aust Inf{ Bde

L" Sec Sigs

79 LAD

One bty 1 A Tk Regt RAA

2/4 Aust Inf Bn

2/8 Aust Inf Bn

26 HZ Inf Bn

One coy 2/1 Aust (¥G) Bn

One coy 2/1 ¥4 Amb AANC

Div Tps

Comd - Major-Ceneral Sir Iven Mackay, KBE CMG DSO VD,
HY 6 Aust Div
Int Sec 6 Aust Div
6 Aust Div Emp P1
"B" Sec FSS
6 Aust Div Pro Coy
6 Aust Div Postal Unit
HQ R&% 6 Aust Div (CRA - Brig. HERRING)
7 Hed Regt RA (less one bty)
One Bty 54 Yed Rest RA
2/2 Fd Regt RAA
"G" See Sigs
40 LAD
2/2 Fd Regt RAA
1 "FY Sec Sigs
P 41 LAD ,
. 1 A Tk Regt RAA {(less one bty) ‘
: "H" See Sigs
' 49 LAD
HQ RAE 6 Aust Div ;
- 2/1 Pd Coy RAE ' ;
f Sigs 6 Aust Div (less det)
_ HQ AASC 6 Aust Div
HQ 2/1 Aust (¥G) Bn

e ———

- —
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(e)

SAVIGE PORCE

Comd - Brig. S.G. SAVIGE, DSO LC ED.
H3 17 Aust Inf Bde
"KW Sec Sigs
46 LAD ,
Det 3 RTR (seven cruiser tanks)
64 Yed Regt RA (1ess one bty)
Cne bty HZ Fd Regt
One coy 2/5 Aust Inf Bn
2/11 Aust Inf Bn
One coy 2/1 Aust (¥G) Bn
2/2 P& Amb AMIC

DOMOCKOS FORCE (under comd ANZAC CORPS)

Comd - Brig, LEE.
HQ Med Arty ANZAC CORPS
Sig Sec
2/5 Aust Inf Bn (less one coy)
2/6 Aust Inf Bn
2/7 Aust Inf Bn
2/1 Fd Amb ASKC (l=ss one coy)

. ———— . g T g v g S . —

ALLENFORCE -~ (under comd NZ Div for withdrawal only)

HQ 16 Aust Inf Rde
y® See Sigs
45 L&D
%Z Pd Regt (less one bty)
NZ A Tk Regt
2/2 Kust Inf Bn
2/3 Aust Inf Bn
21 HZ Inf Bn '
Cne coy 2/1 Fd Amb ARMC

Div REBERVE

Comd - Lt-Col.W.E CREMOR
2/2 Pd Regt RAA

"G" Seec Sigs

40 LAD
One Bty 1 A Tk Regt RAA
2/1 Lust Inf Bn
One coy 2/1 Aust (HG) Bn
2/2 Fd Coy RAE

e B A T B B G B m_ g

(d) BRAILOS

19 Aust Inf Bde Go

Comd - Brig. G.A., VASEY, CBE DSO.
HZ 19 Aust Inf Bde
"L" Sec Sigs
79 LAD
2/2 Pd Regt RAL
nGH See Sigs
40 LAD
1 & Tx Regt RAA
"HY Sec Sigs
49 LAD
2/1 Aust Inf Bn
2/4 Aust Inf Bn
2/5 Aust Inf Bn (less one coy)
2/11 Aust Inf Bn
"pH Coy 2/1 Aust (¥G) BEn
Fd Amb AAMC
2/) Fd Coy RAE




17 Aust Inf Bde Gp

Comd - Brig. S.GC. SAVIGE, DSO XC ED.
HQ 17 Aust Inf Bde
"KM" Sec Sigs
46 LAD
2/1 Fd Regt RA& (less one bty)
"BE" Sec Sigs
43 LAD
One coy 2/9 Aust Inf 3Bn
2/6 Aust Inf Bn
2/7 Aust Inf Bn
"C" Coy plus 6 pl 2/1 Aust (¥G) Bn
2/2 Fd Coy RAE

16 Aust Inf Bde Gp

€omd -~ Brig. A.S. ALLEN, CBE DSO VD.
7 16 Aust Inf Bde
T Sec Sigs
45 LAD
2/2 Kust Inf Sn
2/3 Bust Inf Bn

Div Tos,

Comd - Major-General Sir Iven Mackay, KBE CMG DSO VD.
HQ 6 Aust Div
Int Sac 6 Aust Div
6 Aust Div Emp P1
"B" Sec FSS
6 Aust Div Pro Coy
& Aust Div Postal
Det Aust EQ Gd Bn
G RAA 6 Aust Div (CRA - Brig. HERRING)
2/\3Fd Regt RAA
"EY Sece Sigs
41 LAD
HQ RAE 6 Aust Div
2/8 Fd Coy RAE
3igs 6 Aust Div- (less det)
2/8 Aust Inf Bn
23, A & T Coy (féss:é P1) 2/1 Aust (MG) Bn

™
LY

ps BOT UNDER COMD 6 AUST DIV,

6 Aust Cav (under comd BTRE)
nouw See Sigs " " W
39 LAD 1] f1 n:
16 iust 4 Tk Coy (under cond 9 Aust Div)
One bty 2/1 Fd Regt RAS (under comd BTE)
2/2 Fd Pk Coy RAE (under comd BTG)
80 LAD i 1t 3]
6 Aust Div Amn Coy AASC {under comd ANZAC CORPS)
" ¥ pet Coy 1t 1] " 141 H |
" " Sup Col " t " 1" u
2/1. ¥d Hyg Sec AMC (under comd BTG)
6 Aust Div Fd Cash Office (under comd ANZAC CORP3)
n " Salvage Unit (under comd BTG)

Rt 8 e . e e bt e 48 At
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SECRET
‘ 6_AUST DIV 00 No, § Copy No ...
20 Apr 41.
Ref Map: ATHENS 1/250,000
INFGRMATION
1. ANZAC-CORPS is occupying a def posn on the general line

¥O6EBS - BRAILDS PASS with NZ Div on the RIGHT And 6 Aust Div
LEFT. The inter-div boundary which is incl to BZ Div is the
1ine LAMIA - exel track junc Y 3639 # excl pt 1399 (Y 33) -
incl pt 925 (Y 52) - EXARKHAS (Y 71),

2. The rear boundary, incl to ANZAC CORPS, is the line of
the rd LIVINATES - LEVADIA.

3.(a) The following  tps now under Comd 6 Aust Div:-

16 Aust Inf Bde 2/2 Fd Coy |
17 Aust Inf Bde 2/8 Fd Coy {
19 Aust Inf Bde 2/1 Aust (MG) Bn !
2/1 Fd Regt €less one bty) 2/1 Fd Amb ;
2/2 Fd Regt 2/2 Fd Amb i
2/1 Fd Coy 2/7 Fd Amb !
(b) The following units come under comd 19 Aust Inf Bde:-
2/1 Bn
2/5 Bn (less one Coy) :
2/11 Bn . :
INTENTION :
4, 6 Aust Div will defend the BRAILOS PASS.
KETHOD
Se Fwd Bde - 19 Aust Inf Bde in the general area to Incl

BRATLOS PASS - pt 1399 (Y 33) - inc} TUNNEL HILL (Y 3235)
- excl BRATLOS (Y 3335). Rear boundary inclusive 19 Aust
Inf Bde east and west line through BRAILOS.

Centre Bde - 17 Aust Inf Bde in the general area and to
include DHRIMATA GLOUNITSA (Y 38%3) - ANO KALIVIA (Y 32)
- high feature {¥ 2923) - pt 2008 (Y 2228) - pt 1253 (Y 2234).

Rear boundary - incl to 17 Bde line through HODHIN (Y 4926)
- AY NIKOLOS in sq Y 32 - pt 1082 (Y 2718} i

Res Bde - general are a pt 2457 (Y 41) and p& 1731 (Y 31).

6. Defences will be dug in and wired and special precautions,
inel active patrolling, and the establishment of posts on high
ground overlooking possible enemy llnes of approach, #i1l be
taken,

7 Art!. - :
2/2 Fd Regt in support 19 Aust Inf Bde, ;
1 ATk Regt " " " " 3] n

8. MGs., -
One Coy under comd 19 Aust Inf Bde
Two Cogs (less two Pls) under comd 17 Aust Inf Bde,
Remainder - Div Reserve in the area of 16 Aust Inf Bde.
Two P1ls to be cited to cover the area of
17 Aust Inf Bde. Remainder of Div Reserve to
remain on wheels, 1
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9. " Engineers - )
2/1 Fd Coy in sapport 19 Aust Inf Bde
2/2 Fd Coy in support 17 Aust Inf Bde.

CRE 6 Aust biv will prppare rd through the BRAILOS Pass for
- demolition back to and including Corps Boundary and will be resops-

ible for the

preparation of demolitions on the rallway from LAMIA

to ARO KALIVIA. Demolitions on this section of the railway will
be blown on the authority of 6 Aust Div.

10, ADM, - 1Issued separately.

11. INTERCOMN, -

ACK.

Adv HQ 6 Aust Div located PALATOKHORION Y 33.
Rear HQ 6 Aust Div located Y 3832.

L® commnications will be duplicated as far as the
cable available will permit. LT to fwd Bdes and
supporting Arty will be given first priority.

DR -« DRLS to all units under comd twice dally.

Time of Signature, 1410 hrs, A.D. HOLLOY Major,
for Colonel.

Methed of Issue - Sigs. G2S, 6 Aust Div,
|

DISTRIBUTJION - Copy No.

16 Aust Inf Bde 1

17 Aust Inf Bde 2

19 Aust Inf Bde 3

RAA 6 Aust Div 4

RAE 6 Aust Div 3

Sigs 6 Aust Div 6

AASC 6 Aust Div 7

cocC , 8

G 9 - 10

AQ 11 - 12

ADMS 13

DADOS 14

SOME 15

DAFY 16

6 Aust Div Postal 17

ANZAC Borps 18 - 19

HZ Div 20 - 22

2/k Aust MG Bn 22

War Dlary 23 - 24

File 295 - 28
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COPY,  forwom D" SECRET. 44 -

s C&py Nos '.g.‘?.{.. -
J - 6°AUST DIV 00 No, 6, 22 Apr 41,

Ref Maps:  ATHENS 1/250,000 ,

INFORMATION

l. Ovm tps - ANZAC CORPS is continuing its withdrawal Southwards

and@ the RN and RAF are co-operating the withdrawal.

The withdrawal will be covered by a NZ Bde and attached Aust Tps
occupying a def posn astride the rd THIVE - ELEFSIS one mile
South of KREIKOUKI (E 07). :

2, Enemy - There has been NO contact on the BRAILOS front except '
for a few instances of long-range artillery shelling.
. INTENTION '
3. 6 Aust Div will withdraw southwards.
KETHOD
4, The withdrawal fron} present locations will be cariried out in
three phases:
D e Phase 1, The withdrawal of certain units to the covering posn
mentioned in sub-para 1.
The following units will proceed independently by MT on 22 Apr
to RV one mile SOUTH of KREIKOUKI and come under command Comd 4
NZ Inf Bde on arrival, '
2/3 Fd Regt, RAA 6 Aust Div
F Sec Sigs é Aust Div
41 LAD .
3 Bty 1 A Tk Regt RaA 6 Aust Div
2/8 Fd Coy RAE
D Coy 2/1 Aust (MG) Bn
2/1 Fd Amb
6. Recce parties of above units will report to rep NZ Bde at RV
mentioned in sub-para 5 by 1600 hrs 22 Apr 41,
7. Route - rd LAMIA - LEVADEIA - THIVE - KREIKOUKI.
8, Time - All units ennumerated in sub-para 5 to be elear of rd
] june (¥ 6014) by 2350 hrs 22 Apr.

Withdrawal during the night 23/24 Apr 41, of units enumerated
below from present locations to posns to the South.
(a) ALLER Gp - Comd: Brig A.S. ALLEN CBE, DSO. Comd
16 Aust Inf Bde.
Tps: HQ 16 Aust Inf Bde
J Sec Sigs 6 Aust Div
45 LAD
2/2 Aust Bn
. 2/3 Aust Bn
HQ 17 Aust Inf Bde
K Sec Sigs 6 Aust Div
46 LAD
2/5 Aust Bn
2/6 Aust Bn
2/7 Aust Bn
C Coy:plus 6 P1 2/1 Aust (UG) Bn
2/1 Fd Regt RAA 6 Aust Div (less one bty)
and fless det under comd 19 Aust Inf Bde)
E Sec Sig s 6 Aust Div
43 LAD,
2/2 Fd Coy RAE
2/2 Fd Amb



10.

11,
12.

130

14,

15,

P

__2-. ) . R . S | T ) 50 . —-

(8) Div Tps Gp: Comd: Lt-Col C.B. LUCAS MC. CRE 6 Aust Div. .

Tps:- HQ 6 Aust Div
Int Sec 6 Aust Div
B Sec FSS
6 Aust Div Emp P1
6 Aust Div Postal Unit
6 Aust Div Salvage Unit
Dat 1 At Gd Bn
Det 6 Aust Pro Coy
HQ RAA 6 Aust Div
HQ RAE 6 Aust Div
HQ AASC 6 Aust Div
HQ Sigs 6 Aust Div
HQ and No, 1 Coys
HQ Nos, 2 and 3 Coys
42 LAD

HQ and A Coy $¥less one pl) 2/1 Aust (MG)
B

n
2/8 Aust Bn (less det with 19, Aust
Bde)

Inf

Dismounted personnel of 1 A Tk Regt

RAA 6 Aust Div,

Route - both gps rd LAMIA - LEYADEJA - THIVE - KREIKOUKI -

ELEFSIS (E25) - HMEGARA (E 04).

SP - as determined by Gp Comds.

Times - Comd ALLEN Gp will determine Start Time after conferring
with Comd VASEY Gp but NO movement of vehs of ALLEN Gp will

take place EAST of rd junc Y5123 before 0200 hrs 24 Apr 41,

Head of Div Tps Coln will KOT pass rd junc Y 6014 before 0001

hrs 24 Apr.

Tpt - Personnel will move in 1lst LT supplemented by troop-

carrying vehs made available under arrangements made by 6 Aust

Div,

All additional troop-carrying MT is moving into the fwd area
during the night 22/23 Apr 41 and on arrival will come under

comd Gp Comds and Comd Div Tps Gp.
The UT will be disposed as follows on arrival@-
Div Tps Gp (for dismounted personnel of 1 A Tk Regt)
MAVRONERI (Y¥50) _ -
AMNFIKLIR .

16 Aust Inf Bde - present location BESER area
17 Aust Inf Bde - 2/5 and 2/7 Bns in vicinity ¥ 2835

Bde HY and 2/6 Bn in vieinity Y 3233

(e) 2/2 Fd Pk Coy RAE will move under orders CRE 6 Aust Div
23 Apr 41, Route and destination as for other gps of

Phase 2.

Phase 3 - Withdrawal 19 Aust Inf Bde and att tps from present

location to destination night 24/25 Apr 41,

VASEY Gp - Comd - Brig G.A, VASEY, CBE, DSO.
Comd 19 Aust Inf Bde,
Tps - HQ 19 Aust Inf Bde
"L" Sec Sigs 6 Aust Div
79 LAD
-2/1 Aust Bn,
2/4 Aust Bn.
Two Coys 2/8 Ba -
2/11 Aust Bn
2/2 Fd Regt RAA 6 Aust Div,
"G" Sec Sigs 6 just Div,
40 LAD
Det one bty 2/1 Fd Regt RAA 6 Aust

Div,



16,

i7.
18,

19,

20.

21,

ADM

‘22-

23.
24,

25,
26,

27.

- )

HG 1 A Tk Regt RAA 6 Aust Div (less three btys)
"H" Sec Sigs 6 Aust Div

44 TAD

2/1 Fd Coy RAE

2/2 Pd Amb

80 LAD

Det 6 Aust Pro Coy

Route - rd LAMIA - LEVADEIA - ELEFSIS - kORINTHOS (D 64) -
ARGOS (D 41).

Time - Gp will eclear rd junc ¥ 6014 by 0030 hrs 25 Apr,

Tpt - Personnel will move by lst LT supplenented by troop-
carrying vehs made available by 6 Aust Div., A1l additional MT
1s moving into the fwd area during night 22/23 Apr 41 and comes
under command Comd VASEY Gp from the time of arrival. RV as
determined later. :

Parachute protection -
(a) Units are responsible for their own concealment areas.
(b) 1 Armd 3de has been made responsible for the THIVE area,

AA fire -~ Gps and units will make clear to all tps that after
leaving defensive posns and moving to concealed areas AA fire
#111 NOT be opened unless the aireraft are actually attacking
thenm,

Demolitions - Within its own area each Bde will be responsible
for as complete demolitions as can be made. Comds 16 and 17
Aust Inf Bdes will obtain approval from HQ 6 Aust Div before
authorising any demolition.  In default of orders to blow the
Engr offr or OR in charge of each demolition will fire the
charge if it is in DUEDIATE danger of falling into enemy hands
intact.

Arma and equipment - The kit of ORs will be limited to tarching
Order and whatever else may ne conveniently carried therein. In
the case of offrs, if it is desired, such articles as may be
carried in a small sultcase or kit bag may also be taken.

Supplies - A1l ranks will ecarry three days! rations on the man.,

Petrol -~ A1l vehs w#ill commence the Journey with full tanks
and in addition the following will be carried :-

Lorriws 30 cwt and over -~ three cases

Vans 1 ton 2nd under - two cases

Cars - one case
0il in proportion #ill also be carried.

Meals - KO stops on the rd for meals,
Engrs - Engrs will be spaced by secs throughout gps,

Tools = A1l vens will carry picks and shovels which must be
carried to concealment areas to dig s1it trenches,

Clearance of Route - These orders provide for the vehs of LADs
to travel with the various Gps. They will move in the coln as
detalled by Gp Comds and their main funetion #ill be tg keep the
toute clear for movement. MNo attempt will be made to repair a
veh &f the repair or adjustment is likely to take more than 5
minutes., A1l vehs which cannot be got going within 5 minutes
#111 be removed from the rd and disabled,
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_ \Vehs will NOT be set on fire, if § fire does occur it must be

29,

30-

31.
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extinguished at once.

‘fraffic Control - 6 Aust Div Pro Coy will be respohsible for

traffic control throughout the route, For this purpose Dets will

be placed under orders of each of ALLEN and VASEY Gps. Separete
instructions have been issued to DAFM, Pro Coy will arrange to

mark with shielded lights all defiles and obstacles, lamps for this
purpose will be drawn from CAMP by OC Pro Coy. ' ’ .

Road Discipline - Attention is directed to 6 Aust Div Adm Instn |
llo, 22 dated 20 Apr 41 which will strictly be adhered to with the
exceptions that:- '

(a) Side licghts only will be used.

{b) Density 40 vtm during darkness.

(c) Speed 10 mih,
The decision as to whether vehs will halt when an air raid warning
1s given w#ill rest with Gp Comds but if vehs do halt they will pull
well to the right of the rd before they are abandoned.

Destruction of Stores - Owing to the nature of the withdrawal

it 1s essential that only the minimum number of vehs be employed in
the move and that these vehs be used only for the transport of
personnel and esential arms, ammunition, equipment etc as enumerated )
above, :

All guns, carriers, non-essential vehs including water carts will
be destroyed under unit arrangements, but the destruction by
burning or explosion of these items of equipment 13 NOT to be
resorted to. Maximum deception must be attempted and vehs and guns
left in their present locations,

The breach dlocks of guns will be removed and taken to the
destination. Gun amn will NOT be destroyed.

Destruction will be delayed as long as possible but it is essential
that everything left behind is rendered unserviceable,

All tents will be left standing in their present loecations.

INTERCOMN

32-

ACK

HQ 6 Aust Div closes present location 19C0 hrs 23 Apr 41, ‘
Sigs 6 Aust Div will arrange for one 109 set. (accompanied by

all available MCRS)} to listen for calls from 19 Aust Inf Bde i
and 1f any are received to draw out of the coln znd accept any H
message offered, :

A.D. HOLLOY Hajor.

Time of Signature 2030 Hrs

for Colonel,

Kethod of Issue -~ Sigs, G.S. 6 Aupst Div, _
i

DISTRIBUTION Copy Mo, ;
Aust Inf Bde 1 DADOS 16

17 Aust Inf Bde 2 SQUE 17

19 Aust Inf Bde 3 DAFY i8

RAA 6 Aust Div 4 - g Postal 10

RAE 6 Aust Div 6 2/1 Aust MG Bn 20

Sigs 6 Aust Div 7 2/8 Aust Inf Bn 21

AASC 8 ANZAC Corps 22

GoC 9 HZ Div 23

G 10 - 11 4 NZ Bde 24

AQ 12 - 13  War Diary 29 - 26

DAAG ) 14 File 27 - 28

ADMS 15
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE

HEADQUARTERS
© Anst Div,

3/30581/G 6 Oct 41.
—_—
—

[\

Offr i/c 2nd Rchelon,

Hax 9IARTES.

Herewith report on Operations by 16 Aust Inf Bde at
FEXEIOS GORGE. It would b2 arpreciated if this repnort
could be attached to ii§ 6 Aust Div "G" Branch iiar Diary
for month of April 41,

Flease acknowledze receipt.

Col,
S 6 Aust Div,

A.

A~
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B n AUSTRALIAI TMPERTAL FORCE. ' 4 7L

g (et File S/4/1 ' SEGRET
f In reply to S/1001/G

neadnuarters,
16 Aust. Inf, Bde. ;

10 July 4L, 7

OPZRATIONS 18 AUST YIIF DDE AT PEIEIOS GORGE |

Athached are renorts by the €.0's of 2/2
and 2/3 Dns on the above omerations . .

whe angrerzte the auestionnaire are included
the body of the remorts and o reference shee® ig attached
Tas Aealine with the informntion resuired.

Aino attnehed is a briel renort by this H.G. k
which does 00T reiterate any of the information sunplied b X
these Hns, +s purnose is to mnplifr renlies by units in f
the light of additional Xnowledze of this if.s1. during the b
oderations and should he read in conjunchtion with the reworts j
of the 2/2 and 2/3 3nz, ;

.lli.dr-.'.in . CO!’I& .
16 Aust, Ini. Bdc.
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“naqquaruers,
6 Lust Div,

15 Jun 41,

AT PEIETN3 §I3GE

SA1N11/G,
Comd 16 Aus:t In® Bde
APERATIONS 16 AUST THT PBDE
I am dirscted br the GIC ¢t
furnished in relati-n t the

PENZIN3 GORGE

L3

Inf Ade at

I, dnat orders were received by C2 2/2 Bn when he was in-
structed tn ens age in the ﬂ“eratlﬁns at PEHEINS GIRGE?
This sh-uld includs time at =hich he was ~rdered t-
deny any line to the enemv, .. - .

2, Intil what time di4 €2 2/2 3n actually deny that snecif
line? -

3. Jdhat actisn €2 2/2 Bn tank ta in®rm Comd 16 Znst Inf
Bde that his tws fwd e1¥s had withdramn.,

4, Jhat acti-n did he take ts re-establish :F & situation
in acc~rdance with srders received in para 1 ?

5. % many tanks (if any) operated against his £-rward
crys and to what depth did they neneirats int~ the
defendad 1~eality?

The time co 7/2 Pn ﬁrdeved his

dhat -~rders €7 2/2 n issuad

Fad
isT
disprsed an the 1aft ~f the po

rha

hat casualties (aopnr

DDToX) were rage
this actinn?

a, “hat ~rders were recaived hr {7 2/3 ®n T r his rle in
this hattie?

10, Did the 2/3 114 any line srecified until any tine
specified in parz 09

11. Did the €Y 2/3 Tn aukhnriss tha witkdrawzl T the tun
fwd e’rs ~n the attaek an thasa e-»3 by Lanks?

12, iWrat munber -f tanks did atkaci these cHrs, and what
frre 4id that attaek taka® '

13, IT the twy ¢rys withdrey #ith~ui -~rderz, what action
did CY 2/3 Bn ta%ke +4 re-2stablich the situatiqn®

14, ihat tina 474 Cn 2/3 Br recofve any -rdsrs ts withdraw
his Bn Sronm 14 sust Inf Rde?

15 “Tha casualtins (approx) ware sufferad dr £he Rr in

‘ this acti~n?

16 Did either C2 2/2 Bn ~r 2/3 3n have at any time any
Arty T4 and/~r A Tk undar their ¢ mg?

17. If these arms ware in support ~f elther Tn did +ha 09
knsw what suppyrt had heen arra ang2d foar him°

18. Was this suppart given ace- rding t~ those arrangements?

C 1-rel
G3, 6 aust Div

t
,
d

-

»

ved br

resarve ey t-
5 that withdrawal.

he withdr

withdraw
raval ~f eHy

2/2 Bn durines

that the f+1ll-wing informatisn he
nperatisns ~f 15 Aust

ic
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERTAL PORCE, . . ;f%

2/5 Aust, Inf, Bn.
10 Jul 41,

REPORT ON OPERATIONS OF 2/3% AUST INF BN

1 submit herewith & report on the operations
of 2/5 Bn. The answers to the quasiions are as set cut in
the foliowing paras:i-

(9) Sse parss 2 and 3 of report.

(10) See parsas 6, 10, 11

(11) See pare 10

(12) See parss 9 and 10,

{15) See para 10.

(1¢) See para 11,

(16) See para 13,

(16, 17, 18) No Arty under my oommand exceopt the
few guns halted on the rearward positlon,

{(Sgd) J. Lamb

.................Ltlcol.

.0, 2/3 Aust. Inf. Bn.

]

oy



1.

2s

3.

2/3 Aust. :m-. Bn. having moved from VERROIA to SERVIA was
then ordered by 16 Aust. Inf, Bde. to nroceed by roed to ST THOMAT
T2334 (Ref, lep LARISSA. 1-100,000} durling the night 16/17 Apr. 41,
The Bn arrived at SYN THOMAT in the early morning 61‘ 17 Apr. 41,
end I was met by the Bde. Comd. vho issued further orders,

I was told that Bda. HeQs and my Bn had been OI'G.GI‘BL“'GO Join
the 2/2 Bn and 21 H,Z. Bn in the PEIBIOS GORGE ares, Thq Bde,
Comd, instructed me to move 2/3 Bn (less one Coy) to that area
and to teke up a defensive position astride the LARISSA - TEMPE
Road in the nrea FARRYEHORION-LMARKRYRHORI, I was to join the Bde,
cor:d.. in that area ae soon es 7 ZoL @y Bn under way and receive
further orders vhen the Gomd, had ¢larified the position nt
PEMETOS GORGH,

The Bde, Cowd, stzte2d ‘hat 1 Anzac Corps were concerned about
the right rlonlc South of PRIBIOS GORGE and the road running South-
West from SYKOURION and VWest from AGYIA and the routes leading
into these towns froi: the Horth and Basts I was instrueted to
serd onz Coy (A) vith two Sces. Carriers to patrol these towns
and roads,

Later in the corning of 17 Apz. I Joined the 3de, comg, and
was told thet the enemy were liorth of the PEHETIOS River, the 21
IE;Z. Bn had withdravm to the TELPE Village area and the 2/2 Bn
vias holdins; a defensive position in the BVANGELISH0S aresn,
Information was given that the 4 II..Z‘. Fd. Regt., {(less ons Bty.),
one Tp of 18 pdrs. and two troaps of A/Tk., Guns were attzohed to
the Bde, Group,.

Orders were then giv i by Brig., A.S. ALLEN for 2/3 Bn to
dlspose as follows :=

(a} oOre Coy (C) to take Up & position on the high ground

to the Worth of MAKNYEHORI to overlook PARAPOTANOS nnd
the PENEIOS River. This Coy was to contact "D Coy of
the 2/2 Bn which had moved to the same area with a
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similar task and to come under cord. of D Coy 2 /2 BIA{F -
{b) One Coy (B} on the high grouna Just North of Bde. H,Q

in square 4552 vith g reserve role.

”)

(o) The remaining Coy (B} less one pls., on2 o vhich had
became detached on the move through LARTISSA, and Bn,
II.Q-. to vake up a reserve position astride the rogad

—— —_—
in squeres 4350 2nd 4350

(d} ‘One - Piatoon. of B Goy was sens forward to report to
2/2 Bn for patrol duties.

The occupation of these positions wes completed on the l=te
afternoon of the 17 Apr. 41.

No information of the time for which the position had %o
be held was availzble at this stage, the Bde. Cord, gt ating
thet he was awaiting further intormstior ond orde~z but thougltt
it might possibly be a Tew days,

There was no wire or A/Tk. mines evailable, Communication
50 Coys was by ruuner owing to the lack of line communioation,

4, I ther kept in close tontact with Bde, Q'. and was Iinformed
that thora had heen some eneiy patrol activity along the PENEIOS
River dwring the night 17/18 Anre 41, During the norning of
the 18 Anr. it wes epnprent that the enemwy were zaking a
deternined effort to cross the river om “he le2t of 2/2 Bn and
on the extreme left flank as Tar acound a3 the Villeze of

PARA POTANOS,

. I wvas instructed to Xesn 1y reserve Coy., nobilc in case it
2

Was necessary to assist the two Coys. Irom 2/2 exd 2/3 Bns on
the left,
At sbout midéay on 13 spr. I was present ab Bdc; H;Q,; when
a tclephone message Trom 21 IT..Z. Bn stated that erncmy tacks hed
" broken through the village of YEMPE and that the Bn was wi;,h.-
éraving into the hills, 2/2 Bn wae informsd and Bae efforts
to contact the H..Z. Bn by line again were fruitlessn,
5 About rid-aftermoon & L,0, from 6 Aust, Div. errived at
Ble, H.Q, with information that tho probable time of withdraval

-

' of the Bdc wowld be about dusk that dey and that further ordors
vould be glven by N,2, Div,

i AR b

Bdvimer 20 i
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A tentative Plan had besn drawn up dy Bde. H H,Qs for the
{ithdrawal. I.ater in the afternoon, after a visit by a NeZ,.

" LeQs Zend LIaJ-Gan. Froyberg when the time given for the rosition .~

to be held was 0300 hrs. on 19 Apr, I wes instructed +o estabiiah ]
2 rearward position astr:!.de the road from the high ground, incluiin-
Trig. 214, square 4351 to Trig. 125 in square 4150,

One 3qn. H;Z. Div. Cav. vhich had Joined the Bde, late in
the afterncon to assist the vithdrawal was holding the gap between
the 2/2 Bn and my reserve prosition, astride the road and Rallwey in
Square 4452,

The rearward position was established to assist the withdrawal
of 2/2 BEn who were to move in reserve South astride the road to
area Trig. 292, square 4346,

Reports had been received that the tvo Coys on the left flank
{MARRYEHORY) were in contact and I vas Instructed to inform both
Coys that they were to withdraw to the reerward position at dusk. }
This was about 1430 hrs, on the 18 Apr. I contacted the Coy., Comd.
myself and told him to pass the instruction on to the Coy of 2/2 Bn,

I was also ordered to send my reserve Coy (D) to the left flank
to assist them and qover their left flank in the viithdrawal,
However, just as ths trucks were ready to move the third heavy
enemy bombing atteck took place and three of the vehioles were set
on fire and several casualties ocoured. Several L.H.C-'s and A/Tk,
Rifles being destroyed.

At about 1730 hrs-. or a little laster, the two left Coys appeared.
in the Bd.o. H..Q.. area stating that they had been surrounded and vrere.
forced to withdraw, They were sent irmediately to the resrward
poaition.

Information had heen received by Bde, E.Q; that N;Z. Arty., and
Carriers were seen vithdrawing South down the road and the Bde,
Comd, instructed me to stop all movement Southvwards and to Place
all such parties in position on the roarward position., Thisz was
done, with some difficulty in a few cases and I twice had to draw
my Revolver to force N;Z; Guns into position,

At about 1800 hrs, on 18 Apr. Bde; H;Q.. shifted from its
location and Brig, Allen Joined me on the Tearvard line and
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4 disoussed the dispositions with me, The dispositions now were :-

- -

4 (el B Coy 2/3 Bn (MeCregor) on Right. \,é-.:--.:; o
{b) C Coy 2/3 Bn {lurchison) centre.
(e} D Coy 2/2 Bn (Ha!ldry) on Left,
(d) Two or three H..Z. 25 Pdrs. in A/Tk, role,
(o) Carriers covering the Right and Left flanks.
(f} H.Q. Coy end D Coy (less two Pls) in reserve.
() N-.Z.. Cav. San as a protgoting soreen in front, but
whioh a little later wlthdrew to the reserve area.

An officer was posted to collaect any 2/2 Bn partles and to
gend them back to the reserve positicn selected for the 2/2 Bn-.
As far as I know, none returned through the rearward position.

In the distance tanks could be seen South of EVANGELISMOS
grea and enemy novement in the MAKRYKHORT a::aa..

At this stage about 20 bombers whifh had been seen to bomd
LARISSA, proceeded towards our area end having located the reex-
wam position machine gurnned it for 20/30 mins. The troops fought
bafk vigomously but it had given the enemy tanks and infantry
opportunity to cover the intervening ground under oover of the
fire from the plenes and very quickly after we were in contact
with the enemy.

At about 2100 hrs. the Carriers were seen to pull out from
the flan¥s snd move to the rear.. The N..z.. Arty also withdrew .
and later I found tHat C Coy, 2/3 Bn and D Coy, 2/2 Bn had with~ ' 3
drawn without orders fraom me, being forced out by tanks which hzald:r
penetrated the position on the left flank,

From the reports I have received there were at 1eaét tive
enemy tanks penetrated the position. The tanks were closely
followed by infantry and prior to the assault vwe were subjeoted
to vhat spneared to be heavy morter fire - the morters probably
being brought up under cover of the alr attack.

with en officer from Bde., H.Qs I halted them about 1500 yds
in reer of the forward position and took up another stand, B.
Coy, 2/3 Bn (McGregor) had romained in position and I then ordered
him to withdraw to the second rearvard positionr.
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Thers was & considerable amount of M,T, porked in the rearward

| arsa including a large number of M.Z, Troop Cerrying Vehicles which
1Y
- sudden)y anpeared to penic and rushed southwawrds along the roasd to

the Ford in square 4246, Here o N.Z. 25 pdr, was jammed in the Ford
halting all the traffic for szome considerable time, although some
vohicles had already pesassed through,

Vihen the Ford was eveniually olesred the time was approximately
0030 hrs, 19 Apr.

After the second position had been established, I raceivad

- reports that the tanks had followed up and were again emongst the

troops in the second rearward position.

The Bde-. Comd, had previously dlscussed vith me that if the ocgasion
arose a Tinal stand could be nade behind the swemp and I therefors
ordered a further withdrawsl to this position,

Hoviever, this was almost impassible as there wes g eamolete
Jamb on ths Ford., The force vithdrew southwards a short distenaes
reraining Horth of the Swamp ard I recsived rsports that the enemy
had NKOT folloved them up. Later, vhen the Ford was cleared, I
ordered the forece to mount the vehicles and move to ATALANTA as
rreviously instructed. 'The rear elements of the foree oleared the
road junctiom in square 414) at approx 0400 hrs. on 19 Apr, 41,

I contacted Bic. H,Q. again at the Ford where they were endeavour=
ing to clear the ¥,T, over the Pord,

Earlier I had instructed A Coy, 2/3 Bn (Capt, Parbury) to with-
draw his two Pls in the SYKQURION =nd AGYIA area to the road Junction
in square 4141 and these Pls Joined the colum as it moved through,

In tho early hours of the morning of the 19 Apr., Tracer bullets
end Flares were seen apparently on the road in the direotion of
LARISSA and later when approaching the road end Reilvay Crossing in
square 3839, thisc fire could still be seen end I received several

reports that the road vas held by the enemy and ceveral vehicles
hed been halted.

I therefore decidcd 1t would be better to divert all vehioles
possible alcng the tracks leading Bast from the road and mnke the
Y0108 Road by that means.
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: 'J" I Informed the Bde; Gcnﬂ; ¥ho was further back in the Colum
--and the fores moved via these tracks, eventually Joining the
~ \YOI.OS Road about dafbreak.. although in the meentima, it haq

8plit into several parties, _ .
By this tims the Convoy was very mixed ang I vaited at the
Road Jumotion in 8quare 4141 until the last vehicle had pasged.
'fh.ls would be approximately 0400 hra, on 19 Apr,
13.. 48 far as I know the cagualties from this action were
1 xilled, i3 vounded, 67 missing.
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ng,rgasgq; .. SECRET
In reply to 8/1001/G Headquarters,
;6 éuﬂto Inf, Bde,
10 July 41, -
Headquarters,
6 Aust. Div.

Attached are reports by the C,0's of 2/2
and 2/3 Bns on the above operations .

The answersto the questionnaire are included
in the body of the reports and a reference sheet is atiached
referring to paras dealing with the information required.

Also attached 1s a brief report by this H.Q.

- which does HOT reiterate eny of the information supplied by

these Bns, Its purpose is to amplify replies by units in
the light of additional knowledge of this H.Q, during the
operations end should be read in conjunction with the reports

of the 2/2 and 2/3 Bns.
Mﬂ.

16 Aust, Inf, Bde,

OPERATIONS 16 AUST INF BOE AT PENEIOS CORGE |
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2.

by

SECRET,

Headquarters,
16 Aust. Inf. Bde.

10 July, 4I.

DE . ON

REPORT BY H.Q, 16 AUST. INF. 0
ERATIONS 16 AUST,. IHF. BDE. PENEIOS GORGE.

L

F

These remarks are subtmitted to amplify reports by 2/2 and
2/3 Bns and should be read in conjunction with reports from these
units.

In addition to orders received by 2/2 Bn direet from 1 Aust.
Corps, Brig. A.S. Allen, Comd. 16 Aust Inf Bde on arrival at
the PENEIOS GORGE area on 17 Apr. 41 made the following
arrangements:-

(a)
(b}
(e)

(é)

()

(g)

(2)

(b)

2/2 Bn dispositions, in general, to stand.
One P1 2/3 Bn to thicken up center.

one Coy (C) of 2/3 Bn to come under command of D Coy,
2/2 Bn on the extreme left flank (MAKRYKHORI).

One PL 2/3 Bn to assist 2/2 Bn in patrol work on night
17/18 tpr 41 . .o

Arrangenents to patrol enemy and our side of PENEIQS
River on night 17/18 fpr.

N.Z. Arty, one Tp A/Tk. Guns and 2/5, 2/11 Composite
Pl Carriers which were under command of 2/2 Bn on
order of 1 Aust Corps to remain under command 2/2 Bn.

1; Comd. 16 Aust Inf Bde was unazble to glve any definit
time to hold the position, Only information avail-
able indicated probable time to be two or three days.

ii. Later, information on 18 Apr from L.0. 6 Aust Div
indicated that the time of withdrawal may be about
dusk on 18 Apr 41.

v Laj. Gen., Freyberg at about 1700 hrs 18 Apr instruct-
{ed the 3de to deny the area until 0300 hrs on 19

(Apr 41 until N.2Z. and Aust Bdes had withdrawn

i through LARISSA,

This time to deny the area was telephoned to
C.0. 2/2 Bn immediately on receipt of the order.

From information received the 2/2 Bn held its position
until about 1900 hrs on 18 Apr 41.

This was in spite of a complete withdrawal of the
21 N.2Z. Bn which was holding the GORGE ares forward of
the village of TEMPE. An excited telephone message
fron the C.0. 21 N.Z. Bn at about midday on the 18 Apr
stated that the "Tanks are through the village (THIPE)
and we are withdrawing to the hills". No further
communication could be established with H.Q. 21 N.Z. Bn.

Preliminary arrangements had been made earlief in the
day for the withdrawal of the 2/2 Bn to a rearward
position, covered by the 2/3 Bn, .gstride the road and
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railway at Trig 292 (square 4346). The time to withdraw to
notified when further information was received by Bde
HeQe After advising the 2/2 Bn that the position was
to be held until 0300 hrs 19.Apr, line communications

;to 2/2 Bn were severed and despite effortsa by Bde
‘1linesman, whoodkikkxnodx xoadomxxdoon xixexxixixx, communic-

ations were not re-established.,

Confirmation of the withdrawal plan and a verbal order
for 2/2 Bn to thin out and break contact at dark was sent
from-Bde H.Q. by 2/2 Bn L.0. who travelled in a Carrier
at about 1730 hrs. . e VT

Lo
R R

At about 1900 hrs the 2/2 Bn L.Q. returned and reported

.. that he was unable to get through to the 2/2 Bn with the

order., Fwd N.Z. Arty told him that enemy-tanks had

‘! surrounded 2/2_Bn H.Q. and the L.0. thought he could see

" parties of the Bn withdrawing into the hills. He was

(d)

unable to get his Carrier across the intervening ground
to contact Bn H.Q.

Lieut. Hill-Grif S wWas then ordered to take a Carrier
Sec to the BALII .{square 4649) to endeavour to contact
2/2 Bn but Teported at dark that he was unable to looate
any members of the Ba.

This is answered in 2/2 Bn report para 39.

This is answered in 2/2 Bn report paras 37 and 38.

(a)

L ()

7.

This is answered in 2/2 Bn report paras 38 and 40.

A1l reports clearly indicate that enemy taniks penetrated
the 2/5 Bn position znd continued on to  attack the
rearward position being held by the 2/3 Bn.

This is answered in 2/2 Bn report para j?.

{a)

(b)

2/2 Bn informed Bde H.Q. that line communication with
D Coy on the extreme left flank had ceased and it was
arranged for Bde to be responsible for the controsl of
this COY. e L0 - rene st

The C.0. 2/3 Bn was instructed to inform his C Coy,
vwith a message to be passed on to D Coy, 2/2 Bn to
withdraw from the left flank (MAXRYKHORI) -at about dusk.

However, these Coys withdrew at about 1700 hrs on -
18 Apr, Capt Porter, & i/c D Coy 2/2 Bn, stating that’
the Coy had been surrounded and hard pressed and wers
forced to withdraw. These Goys were sent on imnediately
to C.0. 2/3 Bn to take up a position in the rearvard area.

8. This is answered in 2/2 Bn report para 41.

9. This is answered in 2/3 Bn report paras 1-3.

10. The time given to C.0. 2/3 Bn to deny the position was 0300

hrs 19 Apr 41. The line to be denied was given by L.D.
H.Z. Div at about 1700 hrs on 18 Apr 41 as a NeW. and S.%.
lige through rosd junction in square 4141,

Defensive positions were taken up forward of this line

and the position was denied until 0300 hrs on 19 Apr 41,

The C.0. 2/3 Bn in his report shows that the resr elem *

of the force crossed the road junction in souare 4141 at 0400
hrs on 19 Apr 41.

1l1.

The two left Coys, D Coy 2/2 Bn and C Coy 2/3 Bn with-

drew from the first rearward area without orders froo C.9.
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112/3 .Bn who was in command of the rearward position, having
‘been forced out by enemy tanks and infantry. This attack
followed an enemy alrcraft mechine gun attack by approximately
20 planes and heavy concentration of mortar fire. Carriers
land_Arty also withdrew without orders but the C.0. 2/3 Bu
halted them and established a second rearward position about
1500 yds in rear.

B Coy 2/3 Bn was then ordered to withdraw to the second
position on-orders by C.0. 2/3 Bn.

12, This is answered in 2/3 Ba report paras 10, 11.
13. See para 11 above and 2/3 Bn report para 10.

14. (2) The order that the position was to be denied until 0300
hrs on 19 Apr 41 was conveyed to C.0., 2/3 Bn at approx-
imately 1700 hrs 18 Apr. .

(b) Bde H.Q. was in very close contact with the forward area
in the first rearward position and immediately on with-
drawal of the two left Coys and the Carriers at about
2100 hrs, the C.0. 2/3 Bn informed the Bde Comd, and an
officer from Bde H.Q. was sent to assist Lt.Col. Lamb
to halt the withdrawal and esiablish the second rearward
line.

(c) Bde H.Q. then moved to the ford (square 4246) where a
N.Z. 25 Pdr was bogged in the ford and assisted in
clearing the obstacle. MUany A.S.C. vehicles, mostly
those sent to pick up the 21 H.Z. Bn who where not there
to use them, made for the ford and caused a general state
of confusion of vehicles. This took some time to clear.

(d) In the meantime G.0. 2/3 Bn informed Bde H.Q. that enemy
- "tanks had attacked the second rearward position and he
had ordered a further withdrawal to south of the marshy
country, (square 4245) via the ford. This was in
accordance with a general plan of withdrawal arranged by
the Bde Comd with C.0. 2/3 Bn if he considered it necessa

(e) The confusion of vehicles was such that the further
withdrawal of the force was almost impossible.

Several guns successively plunged into the side of the
ford, mainly through lack of control, and completely
blocked it and some difficulty was experienced in clearing
the H.T,., traffie,.

(f) During this phase the C.0. 2/3 Bn reported that the rear-
guard had withdrawn but were still north of the ford
and that the enemy in the darkness had not followed thenm
up. This would be approximately 0030 hrs on 19 Apr;

(g) The final withdrawal from this position was then arranged
by the Bde Comd with C.0. 2/3 Bn, the rear elements
crossing the road junction (square 4141) at about 0400
hrs 19 Apr.

15. This is answered in 2/3 Bn report para 13.

16. (a) The N.Z., Arty and A/Tk guns had been placed under command
of 2/2 Bn by 1 Aust Corps. A further TP of Aust A/Tk
guns arrived on 17 Apr and were placed under command of
2/2 Bn by Brig. A.S. Allen. The N.Z. A/Tk guns coming
under command of 21 ¥.Z. Bn. -

Brig. AiS. Allen also arranged for the N.Z. Fd Arty to
remain under command of 2/2 Bn.

(b) €.0. 2/3 Bn took control of some guns that had withdrawn
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(e)

from the forward area without orders and placed them
in an A/Tk role on the first rearward position. Bde
HeQ. had received information that several guns had

rulled out and ordered C.0. 2/3 Brn to take charge of
them . ’ .

Details of Arty support given are as shown in 2/2 Bn
report -~ para 30. .-

The remarks on the failure of the N.Z. Arty are
supported by the fact that it was necessary for the

Bde Comd to inform the C.0. N.Z2. Arty that his guns

were withdrawing without orders and that he was expected
to stand and fight.

S——

——
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\ 2/2 Aust, Inf. En.
Goddard idnes.
JULIS CANP.
4 Jul. 41.

1s Aust, m_L Bd_’,-
- EE OPERATIONS OF 2/2 AUST INF BN

In reference to the numbered guestions in
6 Aast. Div's Ho S/1001/G of 18 Jun, 41, I submit herewith
& report on the operations of the En,

Ffhe answere to the gquestionng are a&s follows:-

(1) See para 4 of report.

(2) See paras 28 and 37, The position occupied by 2/2
Augst. Inf, Bn was held until 1800 hrs 18 Apr.

(3) Seoe para 39,

(¢) Sece paras 37 and 38,

{5) See paras 40 and 38.

(8) About 1845 hra. See para 37,

(7) None, This c¢coy was withdrawn by 16 Awst, Inf, Bde.
See para 27,

(8) Approx 80 - 100 see para 41,

(16, 17 and 18) See para 30,

{(Sgd) F,0. Chilton Lt Col.
Comd, 2/2 Awt, Inf. Ba. ;

GOPY,
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4 Jul, 41

REPORT ON I0N3 OF 2/2 AUST, BN 08 _GORCGE.

The following is a brief summsry of the events praeceding the
operatione at PENIOS,

a ) .

'L%n 11 Apr. 41 two rifle Coys and part of H.Q. Coy cammsnced
the withdrawsl from VERRIA pass to take up a position on the
right of 4 N,Z, Bde at SERVIA., En, H.Q. and the remainder of
the Bn withdrew early the following evenling and marched over the
mountalins continuously until approximately 1500 hrs on 13 Apr.
The new positions were reached by the rearmost tps about midnight
on the night 14/15 Apr. 41

(v)

The next day (15 Apr) was spent in the cccupation of the
new position, which covered a wide front in very mountainous
country, About dusk sn L.0. arrived from 16 Bde with orders to
pove out end assemble in the Zouthern end of the SERVIA pass,
and that our position was to be handed over to 2/3 Bn, The erea
was left at about 0200 hrs, and the assembly ares reached at
about 1000 hrs, where en M,T. convoy was valting to move the
toa.

{c)
I immsdiately reported to the Bde Comd and received from him
orders to move to ZARKOS srea and there to take up a defensive
position, I was informed that the Bn tpt end Carrier Pl., had
already beesn sent to ZARKOS3,

(d, . -
On returning to the embussing arees X was met by an L.0O.
fram 6 Div. who informed me that the Bn was under comd of Corps
gnd then gave orders for the Bn to proceed o PENIOS area, I
was instructed to report at once to Jorps H.Q.

(e)
As a result of the difficult conditlions at VERRIA pass and
the subgaquent forced jyerches and lasck of sleep, all ranks were
very tired at this stage, but otherwlse in good spirits,

On recelpt of the above instructions I went to Corps H.Q.
at ELASS0H where I saw Brig. ROWELL and the G-2 Col, ELLIOTT.
X vmas informed . * o

{a) that 2} N.Z. Bn had been occupying a po “""
on the coast near PLATAMON,

(b} the 21 N.Z. Bn had been attacked by German
forces, and that ther® had besn no informat-
ion back for some hours,

(e} that the final signals received by wireless
from 21 N,Z, Bn {(vhich X was showm) were in
the opinion of the B,G.8., of a disquieting
nature, and he did not know if any of the
Bn wvould be left,

{d) that Brig CLOWRES had besn sent out that day
to try to ascertaln the position, but had
not then returned,

Brig. ROWELL informed me that I would have the following
troopa under comd t- i
: Ons Bty of an M.Z. Fd. Regt.
. One tp NeZ. A/Tk guns.
Composite carrier Pl. from 5 end 11 Bns.
bet. Tp carrying Coy A.A.S.C.
Det. of = P4, Anmb,
A Vi/T tender was to be attached for intercommunication with Corps,
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My orders were to move to the ELATEA area S.W. of the PENI0S

Gorge and to teke such steps8 as I thought best to hold that
approach for a possible period of three or four days. It was

~7] pointed out that it wes asible to glve more explicit instructions

5

1.

1o st

8.

9.

After seeing DAQMG regarding smn, and med. errangsments, I set
off shortly after noon for PENIOS In a car lent by Corps. I met
Brig. CLOVES near LARISSA., He told me he had contacted 21 N.Z. Bn,.
which was withdrawing along the GPrgs. He was unahble to sey vhat
actlion the N.Z. Comd. droposed taking and suggested that I endeavour
to contact Lt-Col, MacKAY and agvee on a course of action with him,

Meanvhile the convoy had become somevhat disorganised owing to
congestion of trafiio and bombing attaocks, Some AASC wvehicles also
had difficulty In finding the road out of LARISSA., I leit the Adjt,.
on the road to halt and organise tps as they errived and drove
through LARISSA locating and directing tp carrying vehicles and
carriers of 5 and 11 3na,

I then went aheasd to PENIOS area vwith the Carrier Pl. and
located Lt. Col, MacKay near TEMPE Vlillage shortly before dusk,
He told me that his Bn., (less onme Pl.) was bivouaced in the village,
the remaining P1., being in position coveréng a road block zbout
3 miles dowvn the sorge. He stated that his Bn, had been practically
surrounded at the PLATAMON position, but had managed to fighit their
way clear and had not becen persued. His casualtics amounted to 35,
and they had lost a lot of equipment including all signal gear.
He had under his comd a tp of 25 pdr guns, vhich, however, were
short of amm, Lt. Col. MacKay further stated that his tps were
feeling fatigued and the strain of recent {ighting, As it was now
dark 1t was agreed that I should meet him early next morning and
mutually arrange for the defence of the position.

In the meontime the Bn under Maj, Cohen had bivouaced ssveral
miles S,W, of TEMPE ond vhen I arrived back I found that the N.Z.
Bty. of 25 pdrs and the N,Z. tp of A/Tk. guns had =lso arrived,

I arranged for the comds to attend the confersnes with Lt.Col.
UacKay next morning. Later in the night the 2 1/e, arrived with
the Bn. tpt, which had previously gone to ZARKOS.

In compeny with Lt,Col. MacKay, It.Col. Parkinson (Comd. of the

H.Z2. Fd. Regt., a8 bty, of whifh was under my comd,) and the N.Z.
A/T:c. Comd. I made a recce, of the S.W. portion of the Gorge as
far as the nmain road bloeck (517612). Other obstacles which had
besn prepared comprised t- .

g} Railway tunnel near PLATAMON blocked.

b} Road crater N.E. of the road block ahbove referred to.

¢) Railway tunnel at 517615 blooked.

d} Rallway bridge at TEMPE destroyed (This was also used

as a vehicular crossing).

The question of Comd, arose and Lt.Col, HacKay suscested that the
entire foree should be under his Comd., In view of my instructions
fron Corps, I refused. It was agreed that, as 21 N,%. Bn. was
elready in the Gorge, it should be disposed as shovn on the
attached sketch, whilst 2/2 Bn. should occupy a position in depth
at the entrence to the deflle, with the additional role of pro-
tecting the left flank along PENIOS River, as I considered enemy
action from GONNOS area probable. The 4 2-pdr. guns vers disposed
in defiladed positions along ths defile in 21 H,Z, Bn's area,
excspt for one gun commayding the southern exit from TELPE.

Arty tasks included harassing fire on the road bloeck at
517612 should the pl, be unable tn maintain its position there.
Arrangements were slso made for 0,P's, to enable obgerved shooting
vithin 21 N,Z. Bn's pogition, along PENEIOS River ond in front of
"CY Goy,, 2/2 Bn., - The tp of 25 pdrs with 21 H.Z. Bn., vas
attached to the Biy. under my comd.
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) In addition I agreed to patrol forward dovm the Gorge and to
Lsndeavour to ascertain vhether or not the crossing place at the N.E.
t had been seized by the enemy., I olso arranged to pilquet the
high ground East of RVANGELISMOS apd to patrol North- of the River as

goon =8 2 me=ns of orossing the river could be found,

Y also arranged to yun a line from my HeQe. to 21 KeZe Bn. HeQe
alsc to lend that Bn. certain vire and signel gear.

After ieaviug Lt.Col, MacKay, I met my ovn Coy., Comds, and made
a brlef recoe, with them, Except for "D Coy., the diepositions then
decided on are as shovm on the attached sketeh, In the meentime, the
Bn., had been moved forward under Yecj. Coken ard had teken up temporaxy .
positions, During the mworning 3 Aust, A/Tk. 2 pdr. guns errived
and it was decided to dispose them in 2/2 Bn. area. Lt.Col. Parkinson
supervised detsileé dlspositions of thess guns. .

At about 1300 brs. on 17 Apr. Brig. Allen, Comd, 16 Aust, Inf.
Bde,, arrived at oy H.¥. and told me he had been appointed to Cond.
the rforce at PENEIOS and tkat 2/3 Bn. was on its wey to ths aree. -

I briefly outlined the situetion, explained the dispositions
and took Brig. Allen Iorward to meet Lt,Col, IfackXsy. The latter
nointed out the dispositiors of his tnpe,

Brig. Allen approved of 2/2 Bn dispositions subject to moving
#p" Coy Turther to the left, to the position now shorn on the sketch
map attached., He also emphasised the Importance of the high ground
to the Bast of EVAIIGELISMU3. Brig. Allen also outlined the yroposed
dispositions of 2/3 Bn. and said lie would attack a 21 of 2/3 Bn. to
me to help hold the gap zlong the river betwwen my main position
and "D Coy,.

- Short after I had left Brig. Allen, about 1530-1600 hrs,
Capt. Edng ("B® Coy.) reported that No., 31 Pl,, which had been sent
forward to patrol tke lower porticn of the Corge {vide para 9} had
made contact wivh the enemy in the vielnity of the road block, and
that an epcmy tank was at the obstacle, X telephoneé this information
to Bde. also to Li. Col, LacKay and asked ths latbzr bo assist
especially by the tys., he had placed on the right ftank,

During the afternoon scveral reports were received from Coys.
of movenent of small bodloc of mon with animelsg on the high groumd
overluoking GOIRIOS.

Verey signals viere also fired on these hills on several oceasiorns
as enemy recce. planes flew overhesd, 21 H.Z. Bn. also reported that
their tps. in ALMPELAKIA area had been fired on from the high ground
on the East., W%A® Coy. had alweady beon ordered to =zend one Pl, %o
vlquet the high ground East of EVANGELISIVS, "3" Coy, was later warmed
that it might be required clso to send a Pl. to the same arsa. At
that time "B" Coy. hed one Pi, in action at the roasd block, snd ancik..
P1l, reconnoitring the river by means of crossing. )

Late in the afternoor of 17 Apr. Brig, Allen end L, Col,
Parkinson visited my H.Q., Lt.Col. MacEay wes algso present, It was
decided to move certain of the Aust. A/Tk., guns to vnosisions further
forward, and also to bring forwerd two 25 pdrs. in an A/Tk. role,

An officer of 2/1 Fd. Coy havinz errived, it wes also decided to
Berater" the rosd Just forward of TEMPE Village, where i% could be
adeguately coveraed by fire.

Bebtween 2100 hro, and 2200 hra, I received reports from the
Comd. end Pl., Sgt. of the patrol which had encountered the enemy st
-the road blocks The forward eloments of the Bl, had been pinned to
the road in the floor of the Gorge by fire froam a tank which had been
brought alongz the Ry. line as far as the blocked tunncl, The
remainder of the Pl. managed to gel inito positiors or the southern
slope of the Gorge, Thc enemy were engaged until dark when the patrol
succeaded in getting away losing 3 killed end some viounded. The PL.



) of 21 N,2. Bn hed withdravm from its position covering the road
-~ block when first fired on and no assistence was given by 21 MN.Z.
% Bn., though defence of the block had been one of its tasks.

16. As stated asbove the H.Z. foree had destroyed the railwsy and
vehiouler bridge at THMPE, Eventually a smell nunt wes discovered
on "D® Qoys front and a Tighting patrol under the Comd. of Lieut,
Colquhoun and was sent aoross the river during the late afternoon
to ascertain whether or not GONNOS was occupled and generally whetl =
enemy tps were present in the lower foothills across the river be’ _
GOMNOS and TEMPE. The Comd. renorted to me by telephone on his
return about 0200 hrs, 18 Apr, He found ensemy tvus in GONNOS.
Contact was made with several Germen patrols later., He also saw
small bodies of tps. vith peck tpt., moving towards ELBA, Certein
mifornm end equipment were taken for purposes of identification.

A detachment of 3 men were lleft to guard the punt. Thsse were
attecked by & superior force but fought it off,

17. ugU apd A" Coys. wers Instructed to patrol our bank of the
river continuously during the night and fire was exchanged with
several small German parties on the opposite bank. It was then
thought that these parties were attempting to cross or reconnoitring
for crosaing pleces,

18. Barly in the morning 18 Apr. {(about 0700 hrs,)} German tps ware
reported to be adwancing S5.B, tovards the river fram the direction
of GONNOS.

An hour or so leter 1t was reported that a force estimated
et one Bn. wvas moving S,E., Tfrom GOII0S towards the river betveen
TELPE and D" Coyt!s nosition,

At the same time another force wihich Capt. Hendry {7"D" Coy)
estinsted also as = Bn, wes reported moving In a Vesterly direct-
lon from GONNOS.

The general lines Of attack are shovn on the attached sketoch
mapP.

19. Capt. Hendry (PD® Coy) reported that the above cnemy movements
presented good erty. targets., Lit.Col, Parkinson (whosc H.Q. ere
alongside mine) told me his 0,P¥s on ®D" Coy's Teature had not .
yet been established. He immedintely sent scrosa e vireless
truck end 7,0,0. and in the meantipe Capt. Hendry directed the
batteryts fire by telephone, with considerable effect, but unfortun--
ately the b=st targets had bzen lost by the delay,

20, On receiving Cept, Hendry's report that enemy tps were making
for the rilver on his left, and out of range of his weanons, I sent
2/2 Bn., Carrier Pl, to intercent the attempted crossing and pleced
it under comdi of "D® Coy, The Pl, succeeded in stopnins the enemy.
The Pl. Comd,, Lieut. Love, was seriously vounded during this - — -
engagement and the P1l. had severely otler fatal cesuslties. It
vvas found later however that enemy tops. hed crossed the river and
outflonked our position further still to the lers,

21, During the morning "C" Coy. and the composite carrier P1,
(5 exd 11 Bns), and Mortar Pl, succeeded in preventing eny enemy
crossing the river at the centre and the main enemy pressure seemed
to be on the left of “D¥ Coy's position, A fighting patrol was
gsent out by "D¥ Coy. to find out if the wvillage of PARAPOTAMOS wes
occupied, It returnsed shortly after midday and reported a sharp
engagenant vwith the enemy in and near the villags.

22, I wes concerned about the threat to my left flank especlally
. es "D" Coy. Cord, had been unable to contect the Coy. of 2/3 Ban,
« .+ to his rear, 1 discussed the situation vith the Bde., Comd, and
"~ he arranged to ascertain the location of this Coy., and sce that
they were told the situation, -



S

..)‘

23,

N\

-~

24,

25,

26;

27

_..5.... | s.uog-z'r.. 73

During the morning I had several telephone conversations
with Lt.Col. Mackay. He agreed to his earrier Pl. beingused
to help £ill the gap betvween my mein position and "p® Coy., and
asked me to take the Pl under my comd, as he had no means of
commnication. ‘his I d4d. Lt.Col. Mackay told me that the
village (TEMPE) was being shelled by mortars and that he was
engsging enemy on the opposite bank of the river, During 11
our conversations he never indicated that his position was at
all serious or that he intended to vithdraw,

Telephone cormunication witk 21 H,Z. Bn. ceased about o
middey., No notification that they vere closing down was glven -
us. I vas told shortly afterwards zhat this Bn had withdrawnm, -
About the same time I received a report from "g® Coy that N.Z.
tos had reported that tanks were in TEMPR, I inatructed =¢w
Coy. to wern the N.Z. A/Tk, gun vhich was sighted in their area to
cover the exit from the village. Shortly after this #¢" Coys
reported that the crew had gone, and hed removed the breech block,

Fron now on many N.Z, tps comuenced withdrawingz in unformed
bodies through ocur position, though most of the Bn apparently
moved up into the hills to the Bast. Efforts were made by
Lt.Col. Perkinson, Hajor Cohen and others to stop and collect
these men, but most of them had no weapons or equipment, However,
one complete Pl under Lieut. Southworth reported to me and was
given a task supporting the centre of the vosition which it ecarried
out in a very creditable manner during the remainder of the day.

From about 1500 hrs. enemy pressure along the river in the
centre of the Bn position Increased and tvs succeeded in crossing
the river neer the bend West of EEANGELISLOS. They were held by
L.A, and 3" mortar fire on the near bank and very heavy ocasualties
vere inflicted on them. ~During this peridd the forward Coys
fame under fairly heavy H.M.G. and Hortar fire. A dive bombing
attack vias also carried out, apparently on tot in rear of our
position.

tovards 1600 hrs, Capt. Hendry (D.Ooy) reported thaat enemy
infiltration on his left flank had become serious. It was agrecd
that he should withdraw his Pl fror the river bank and counter-
atteck vith it in conjunction with 2/2 Bn Carrier ri, Shortly

aftervards the line to0 "D¥ Coy went and I was told by my 38ig,

, Officer that the position of the enemy now made it 08sible

‘for a line party to effect repairs. Some time later {between
1630 end 1700 hrs) firing ceasad on "DW Coy's position, and I

_ heard no further fire from them.

I had assumed, until my return from GHEECE, that this Coy

" had been surrounded end unable to continue the fight. I now

28.

29.

know however, that Capt. Hendry received orders from Bde. H.Q.
through 2/3 Bn to withdraw along the ridgs in co-operation vith
the Coy of 2/3 Bn on the same feature. Attnched is cony of message
received by Capt Hendry.

Between 1600 and 1630 hrs, Haj, Ceneral Freyberg spoke to
ne from Bde. H.Q. He wished to know the situation generally
and the whereabouts of 21 N,Z. Bn., and whether he could goet a
nessage to the latters I told him that this wag impossible,
This was the last communication I had with Bde during tho battle;
the line being epparently out. I understand a line party vent
back fron my 3ig. Centre.

until the line to Bde. H.Q. went, I had been in the closest
touch throughout the battle with the Brig§, or B,M., During the
afternoon I was informed that the Rde. Group wvas to withdraw
at 0300 hrs. 19 Apr. but that it was hopoed to get this time pub
forward. The B.M, also gave re an sutline plan of how the
withdrawval would probably be €footed,
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BQf A8 far as I can remember, I received no directicms from Brig
Allen as to the status of the N.Z. 3ty. which had been placed under

~ By cord by Corps. In fact, Lt. Col. Parkinson maintained hia Y.4Q,
alongsids mine, and I should itke to say that I have nothing but
f;giaa for his conduet and co=-operation. Howavart the arty. suppori

fact given was very disappointing, The follo

is a summary of

artg action 1=

(a)

(b)

(e)

(d)

(e)

Harrassing £ire on tha forward road block during night
8 Apr after the patrol frem "B" Coy. had withdwawn. This
¥as8 2 map shoot and 1ts effact fz+not Imown,

Fire on enemy tps. moving out of | GONNOS on mornirg of

18 Apr. (See para. 19). This was'net as effective as it should
have been, bezause 0.P’=. had not yet been established in

"D" Coy’s area; I am unawere of the reason. By the time
controlled fire bacame possible, the enemy adopted more
dispersed formations snd did not prasent such favourable

targets.

Fire intended to cover the rearmost road block just forward of
TEUPE. This fire in fact fell in "g® Coy?s area, and was
stopped by Lt.Col. Parkinson. It was not reswmed,

During the early afterncon Capt Hendry ("D" Coy.) informed
ne that the F.0.0.5 were about to leave his area. I believe
there were two 0.P’s. Lt. Col Parkinson was with me st the
time end he ordered them spacifical}y to remain., However,
Capt. Rendry reported shortly afterwards that thoy had zone.

During the early part of the afternoen it was reported that
somg of the guns had moved out. This was not in accordance
with Lt.Col. Parkinson’s.’ihen the attack across the river
developed in the afternoon effective arty. fire could not be
developed for this reasom snd becanse of the absence of 0.P’s,
Howevery Lt.Col. Parkinson sent for a wirelass :iruck and an
O.P. was established close to Bn. HeQs Both Uaj. Cohen and I
pointed out the task we wished carried out, but the fire of

. the remainin: guns could not be got on to ﬁhe target and
finally ceased altogether, Lt. Col. Pariiuson appeared very
.distressed at this stage and to0ld ma he had zont vack a

senior officer "to give the gunners 10 minutes drill tgo pull
them toggther.'

31, At this stage "B" Coy and Bn.H.Q. srea were under constant fire
from HM.G?’s. on the featura previously occupled by "p® Coys. and from
across the rilver. These aress also cema under Hortar fire, Enemy
Wwere observed mounting what wes thought to be 2 mountain gun on hill
which had been occupied by *D" Coy,

32, About 1700 hrs, "cw Coy. reported that some tanks had entered
1ts locality; also that eneny snipefs and men armed with "Tommy Cuns®
had worked around on the high rround on the right front south of the
river previously held by 21 NeZ. Bn., and were causing difficulty as
the Coy. was now under fire on three sides. I had Ereviously ordered

a

" the withdrawal back to their respactive Cirs. of t

and "RY
reports

Pls. from "A"
COys. covering the hight gréund Ens% of EVANGELISMOS as their

indicated no enemy in that area, I gave instruetions for

Lieut Loftus ("A"iCoy) to be intercepted on his way back and for him
to endeavour to relieve this ressure above "C" Coy. Lieut Loftus is
missing and I do not know if he received these indtructions,

33. At about this time (1700)hrs) the 1ine to "C® gnd wpw Coy went,
Linesmen attempted to restore the 1ine but had not succeedasd by the
time these forward Coys. had withdrawn.
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3G, As far as I can remember, I received no directioms from brig

“Allen as ts the status of the NeZs 3ty. which had Leen Dlaced under

« my comd by Corps. In faoty Lt. Col. Parkinson Jzintained hin Y.Q,
alongsida mine, and I should like to usa¥y that I have nothing but
raise for his conduat and co-operation. liowever, the arty. support
b«anoanMquu was very dilsappointing. The follow g 15 a summary of
arty action :-

(a) Uarrassing £ire on the forward road block during night
17/18 Apr after the patrol fic— MBM Coy. had withdpawn. This
%a3 a map shoot and its effact 1z-not known,

(b) PFire on enemy tps. moving out of GONNOS on mornirng of
18 Apr. (See para. 19), This was nuv ns effective as it should
have been, because 0.P’s, had not yet been established in
D" Coy?’s nreaj I am unawere of the resson, By the time
controllod fire bacnmo possible, the enemy adopted more
mumwomacn formations and did not present such favourable
argets,

(¢) Fize intended to cover the rearmost road Lloeck just forward of
TEMPE. This fire in fact fell in "gM oom.m area, and was
atoppad by Lt.Col. Parkinson. I was no Houcuom.

(@) During the early afternoon Capt Hendry ("D" Coy.) informed
me that the F.0.0.5 were nbou to losve his area. I believs
there were two 0.P’s, Lt. Col Parkinson was with me at the
time end he ordered them specificaldy to remain. Howaver,
Capt. Hendry roportod shortly aftorwards that thoy had zone,

(e) During the early part of the afternoon it was reported that
soma of the guns had moved out. This was not in accordanco
with Lt.Col. Parkinson’s. When the attack across the river
developed in the efternoon effective arty. fire could not be
developed for this resson mnd becausa of tho absence of O.P’s,
llowovery Lt.Col. Parkinson sent for a wireoloss truck and an
O«P.s was established close to Bn. HeQe Both Maj. Cohen and I
polnted out the task wo wished carried out, but the fire of
the remaining puns conld not be got on to mum target nndé

' £inally cepsed altogother, Lt. Col. Pariilnson appeared very
\diotreased at this atape and told ma he had sont back a
Senior officer "to five the gunners 10 minutes drill to pull
them together,*

31. At this gtage "pn Coy and Bn.H.Q. sres wers under constant firo
from HeM.0’s. on the featurs rroviously occupied by "D" Coy. and from
across the river. These arens ‘also ceme under Mortar fire. Eneny
wero observed mounting what was thought to be 2 mountain gun on hill
which had been occupled by "D" Coy.

32, About 1700 hrs, "C Coy. roported that some tanks had entered
1ts locality; also that enemy snipef's and men armed with "Tommy Cuns®
had worked around on the high rround on the right front south of the
river previously held by 21 N.Z. Bn., nnd were causing difficulty as

_ the now. was now under fire on three sides. I had muo<woﬁmpw ordered
. the withdrawal back to their respective Ci;'s. of the Pls. from nAn
and "B" COys. covering the hight gréund Enst of EVABGELISMOS a8 their
reports indieated no enemy in that area. I gave instructions for
Lieut Loftus ("A":Coy) to be intercepted on his way back and for him
to endeavour to relleve this pressurs above "C" Coy. Liout Loftus is
migsing and I do not Lnow if he received these indtructions,.

33. At about this time (1700)hrs) the 1ine to "C" ond "AM Coy went.
. Linesmen attempted to restore the line but had not succeeded by the
e time these forward Coya. had withdrawn.
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© - Inltlelly the tanks in “C® Coy, srea engaged our posts with
H.G, and 2 pdr. fire for approximately helf and hour, but with
very little effect, The infantry fired on the tanks with S.A.
Tfire enl A/Tk. rifles but without apparent effect. The ebsenoe
of Holotov Cocktails or bembs of the 3,T, type vas felt. after
half an hour infantry advenced with the support of the tanks and
HeMuG'ss and mortars across the river, QCertain of the tenks,
followed by infantry, swung right between the road and the river.
The position was then that ®C® Coy, was b2ing attacked from the

. front and both flanks, Thay kad already been foreed to abandon

prepared locelitles in the case of two Plg, wund take up new

~* positions by reason of the withdrswel of 21 N.Z. Bn,

35

Capt, Buckley was unable to communicate with me and decided
shortly after 1730 hrs. to withdraw his Coy easterly on to the

" high ground, The withdraval eppears to have been well organised

and carried out. In the light of all facts now know to me Capt.
Buockley's decision was Justifled. Casualiies in his Coy, ineluded
two Pl, Comds. Lieuts, Lovett and Holroyd, neither of whom cogld

be evacusted. Capt. Buckley sent a rummer to inform me of his
withdrawal but owlng to the distance and the route he had to follow
the mesaage did not arrive until approximstely 1830 hrs.

Fram about 1500 hrs. onwards, the two pls, of "A" Coy, were
in action egainst Germen tps. who had succeeded in crossing the
river, The sction of thess Pls., in co-opseration with 37 mortars
and fire from ocarrier pls. held tha enemy close to the river.

At gbout 1730 hrs, this Ooy also ceme under rifle fire fram
the higher ground to its right rear.

At approximately 1755 hrs. two tenks ceme in along tHe road
fron the right flank. One was knooked out by a 2 pdr. gun, the
other was hit end withdrew., A few minutes later a tenk attach,
clogely followed by infentry developed between the road and the
river, There were about 10 tanks engaged. The Coy. locality
wis also under heavy fire from H.M.G's and Morters across the
TAVeYr.

As previously stated, line corrmunication with Bn. H.Q. had

gone, Capt, Caldwell states that he was forced to withdraw his
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Pls. to the high ground East and, in the circumstances, I consider
bis action Justified., He sent a runner to advise me of his action.
One of the two Pl, comds was seriously wounded.

Tanks had now fammed out on the flat ground Wes: of EVANCELISIOS
and engaged carriers and their persommel forcing them to retire
along the LARISSA Road. I was informed that several carriers were
knooked out, Some tanks aporoached EVANGELIROS along the road
and were engaged by a 25 pdr. gun sited near the road opposite
Bn, HeQs At least one tank was kmocked out by this gun vhich
continued firing until its arrmnition limber was destroyed by &
tenk shell, The erew then withdrew throuch Bn. H.Q. carrying
the breech block with them, This left only one 2 pdr. gun sited
in a defiladed position about 75 yds. frop Bn, HeQs At sbout
18350 hrs. or perhaps several minutes later, rumnners arrived almost
simpltaneously from ®CY" and ®A% Coys. reporting their vithdrawal.,

Shortly afterwerds I looked back at the sbovementicned 2 pdr.
gun end found it had gone., No orders for its withdrawal were
given and it had not been in action. A few minutes previously
I had told the Comd. I expected him to stay and he left me to join
his detachment. I cannot rezember this officerts neme.

The position now was that ®C%, WA® and "D" Coys! localitiles
had gone, and there were no remaining A/Tk, defences., A number
of tanks viere approaching with infantry from the North and soross
the flat on the N.W. Enemy tops. could also be seen to the
left reer on the foothills S.W. across the flat. Ly remaining
tps comprised "B® Coy., end certain H.Q, Coy personnel orgenised
for defence in Bn. H.Q. area.
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J I disoussed the situation with 0.C. "B* Coy. I was of the
opinion that although this Coy. would probably continue the fight
dﬁainat enexy infantry for a short time, it would shortly be
entirely surrounded by infantry as well as tanks, Furthernore,
it would not prevent er delay onemy infantry passing rearwards via
the flat ey to the West. I thorefore srdercd Capnt, Iinﬁ end other
personnel at rear of Bn, H.Q. to withdraw at apnrox, 1045 hrs,

My orders o ¥BY Coy werc to withdraw irto the hilis to the
Easb, the reascps peing that the £lat arcza %o the West end South
wes alreedy coversd by E,MH.C. fire, and tan¥ks which were elreszdy in

. "B® Coy aorea and moving scross the f£lat, would incvitably destroy

any tps attemoting to -:ithdraw along the roed. .

The withdrawal of “B® Coy. was carried out in an arderly
fashion, covered by a rear varty wndsr Capt, Brock.

Bn, HaQe Was inally evacuabed about 5-20 mirutes after "B® Goy.
had been ordered to withdraw., At this stage two tanks had penetrated
around and behind Bn, H.Q. in a 2,W, direction ard inflicted s mumber
of casualtiss at very c¢lose rangs,

Bde. HeQs were rot notifiecd of the withdreseml of the fortmrd Coys.

I only becams aware of their withdrawsl several rinthes before orcering
. the withdrawasl of ¥B® Coy, and Bn., H.Q. The only means of

. communication left was by runner and I do not think g Tunner vould

: bave had much chance of gzettinz to Bde, H.Q, I 2m now sware that s

" LeGe from Bde, H.Q. attempted to get to my H,0, sbout this time in

a Bren Carrier but was forced to turn hecls,

The type of tark operatinz asainst us sppeered +o be of the A111 or
A 1V typa, carrylng M.G, and cannon. Capt. Buckloy cf mgn Coy.
reports that 6 of these tanks were in his Coy losslity 7or shout
hslf an hour precedine the main attack, VWker the sttack developed
he steted there were more tanks but osnrnot stote the numher, Cept.
Caldvell o A" Ooy. states tiet 10 temks sttacled his position. He
later counted betiween 20 and 30 tanks,

Estimates of up to 50 tanks in the later stage have been made.
Cspt, Celdwell wes in a nosition to see and his Tisures 2an be regarded
as a reliavle mininum,

It ie dirfieult to estimate the total asagualtias during the
action. During the later stames it hecame impossible o avacuate
Irom forward tops.

Pour offlcers were woundad. Two ware very seriously rounded, annther
vias unable to move and was santured. - A Tifth offiezr i3 missing

and is considered %o have been killed, Lizut, MePhorson of 2/3 Bn.
(who was attached) was also badly wounded.

Until the moin aftack developed ot about 1500 4ra: on 18 App, |
casualties are ogstinmated ab ennroximately 10 killed and 30 vounded,
After that hour it beecane irmozsible to evacuate casuclties from. .
forwverd positions, It 1s impossible to stats casualtios during this
later staze with any accurmey, but wotal cest-lties durins the zeticn
are estimasted at about #0 =nd 100.

In my opinion the following noints =re worthy of corcnt :-

(a) The necessity for R/T commmicetion withir the BPn. =g an
alternaetive means,

(b) Tke great value of the 3" Mortar and the desizsadility of
a greatly incresged eatsblishrent,

{c) The vaiue of the Bren Osrrier 1. 23 2 noblle reserve in
this type of notiom,
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The plan of withdrawal for the Bn during right 18/19 Apr,
2N depended upon the retirement to the M.Ts Coy vhich, during the
day, had been dispersed in rear of 2/3 Bn, As already pointed
~- out, eny retirement in this direotion became impossible,

Owing to the rugged nature of the country, any control of
Coys, or intercommnicatior, beoceme impossible after ths withdrawal
Eastwerds cormenced, Each Coy. comd. independently come to the
conolusion that the only course open was to attempt to get to the
coast, and either then make elong the coast with a view to
rejoining the British Porces at LAMIA or saecure boats.

{Saed) _ F,0. Chiltom - Lt.Ool
Comd, 2/2 Aust, Int, En. g

4 July. 41,
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1.

2.

These remarks are sutmitted to amplify reports by 2/2 and
Bns and should be read in conjunction with reports from these
units,

In addition to orders received by 2/2 Bn direct from 1 te
Corps, Brig. A«S. A1lsn, Comd. 16 Aust Inf Bde on arri at
the FRNEIOS GORGE area an 17 Apr. 41 made the following
arrsngesentsi- -

(a)
(b)
(e)

(d)
te)

(£)

fg)

(a)

(b)

2/2 Bn dispositions, in genersl, to stard.
One P1 2/3 En to thicken up center.

One Coy (C) of 2/3 Bn to come under command of D Coy
2/2 Bnyon the extreme left flank (MARRYXHORX). ?

One Pl 2/3 En to assist 2/2 En in patrol work on night

Arrangements to patrol enemy and our side of PENEIQS '
River on night 17/18 apr. -

HoZ, Arty, one Ii: A/tk. Guns and 2/5, 2/11 Conpbaite
Pl Carriers which ware under command of 2/2 En on
order of 1 Aust Corps to remain under command 2/2 Bn,

i3 Comd. 16 Aust Inf Bde was unable to give any definit
time to hold the position. Only information aveil-
gble indicated probable time to be two or three days.

11, Later, information on 18 Apr from L.0. 6 Aust Div
indicated that the time of withdrawal may be about
dusk on 18 Apr 41,

3111 Purther Information to RBde H.Qo by NeZas L.0. and
Haj, Gen. Preyberg at about 1700 hrs 1B Apr instruct-
ed the Bde to deny the area until 0300 -hrs on 19
Apr 41 until F.Z. and Aust Bdes had withdrawn
through LARISSA,

This time to deny the srea was telephoned to
C.0. 2/2 Bn immediately on receipt of the order,

¥rom information received the 2/2 Bn held its position
until about 1900 hrs on 18 Apr 41,

This was in spite of a complete withdrawal of the
21 B.Z, Bn which was holding the GORGR area forward of
the village of TRMPE. An excited telephone message
from the C.0. 21 X,Z. Bn at about midday on the 15 Apr
stated that the *Tanks are through the village (TRIPE)
and we are withdrawing to the hills®, No further
communication could be establishad with H.Q. 21 K.Z. Bn.

Preliminary arrangemsnts had been made esrlisr in the
day for the withdrawal of the 2/2 Bn to a rearward-—
position, covered by the 2/3 En,-astride the roard
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SR . - bt
rallway at Trig 292 (s e 4348), - The time towithdraw td
notified when further E%:mtion wes recelved by Bde :
HeQe After advising the 2/2 Bn that the position was
to be held until 0300 hrs 19-Apr, line communications
to 2/2 Bn were seversd and desplte effortse by Bde
nmsman' i natcpckarecfesn-khviwncdaber, commnics
ations wore not re-established.

(e) Confirmstion of the withdrawal plan and a verbal order
for 2/2 Bn to thin out and break contact at dark was sent
from Bde H.Q. by 2/2 Bn L.0. who travelled in s Carrier
at about 1730 hrs.

At about 1900 hrs the 2/2 Bn L.0. returned and reported
that be was ungble to get through to the 2/2 Bn witk the
order, Fwd N.Z. Arty told him that enemy tanks had
surrounded 2/2 Bn H.sQe. and the L.0. thought he could ses
parties of the Bn withdrawing into the hills, He was
unable to get his Carrler across the intervening ground
to contact Bn H.Q.

(d) Lieut. Hill-Griffiths was then ordered to take a Carzier
Sec to the BALTY (square 4649) to endeavour to contact
2/2 Bn but reported at dark that he was unable to locate
any mexmhers of the Bn.

R

3. This is snswemed in 2/2 En report para 39.
4. This is snswered in 2/2 En report paras 37 and 38.
5, (a) This is answered in 2/2 Bn report paras 38 and 40.

(b) All reports clearly inciicats that enenmy ta.nk's ﬁe.netrated
the 2/2 Bn position and continued on to - attack the
rearward position being held by the 2/3 Bn.

6. This is answered in 2/2 Bn report para 37.

7. (a) 2/2 Bn informed Bde H.Q. that line communicetion with
D Coy on the extreme left flank had ceased and it was

arranged for Bde to be responsible for the control of
this Coy.

(b) The C.0. 2/3 Bn was instructed to inform his C Coy,
with a2 messsge to be Eassed on to D Coy, 2/2 Bn to
withdraw from the Jeft flank (MAKRYKHORI) -at about dusk.

However, these Coys withdrew at about 1700 hrs on
18 Apr, Capt Porter, & 1/c D Coy 2/2 Bn, stating that
the Coy had been surrounded and hard pressed and were
forced to withdraw.” These Coys were sent on irmadiately
to C.0. 2/3 Bn to teke up a position in the rearverd area.

8. This is answerad in 2/2 Bn report para 41.
9. This 1s answered in 2/3 Bn report paras 1-3.

10. The time given to C.0. 2/3 Bn to deny the position was 0300
hrg 19 Apr 41. The lina to be denied was given by L.0.
NoZe Div at about 1700 hrs on 18 Apr 4L as a H.N. and S.E.
line through road junetion in square 4141.

Defensive positions were taken up forward of this line
and the position was denied until 0300 hrs on 19 Apr 41.

The Cu0. 2/3 Bn in his report shows that the rear - *

of the force crossed the road junction in square 4141 at 0400
hrs on 19 Apr 41, J 2

11. The two left Coys, D Coy 2/2 Bn and C Coy 2/3 Bn with-
drew from the first rearward ares without orders from C.0.
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2/3 Bn who was in command of the rearward position, having
been foreed out by enemy tanks and infantry. This attack
foliowed an ensmy airoraft machine gun attack by approximately
20 planes and heavy concentration of mortar firs. Carriers
and Arty also withdrew without orders but ihe C.0. 2/3 Bn
halted {hﬂl end established a second rearward vosition about
1500 yds in rear.

B Coy 2/3 Bn was then ordered to withdraw to the second
rosition on-orders by C.0. 2/3 Bn.

This is answered in 2/3 Bn :;eport paras 10, 11,
See para 11 above ard 2/3 Bn rerort para 10.

(a) The order that the-position was to be denied until 0300
hrs on 19 Apr 41 was conveyed to C.0. 2/3 Bn at approx-
izately 1700 hrs 18 Apr. B

(b) Bde H.Q. was in very close contact with the forward area
in the first rearward position ané immediately on withe
draral of the two left Coys and the Carriers at about
2100 hrs, the C.0. 2/3 Bn informed the Bde Comd, end an
offlcer from Bde H.Q, was sent to assist Lt.Col. Lemb
to halt the withdreawanl and establish the second rearward
li.ne.

(¢) Ede H.g. then moved to the ford (square 4245) where g
NeZe 25 Pdr was bogged in the ford and sssisted in
clearing the obstacle. :any A.8.C. vehicles, mostly
thosa sant to pick up the 21 N.Z. En who where not there
to use them, made for the ford and caused a general siate
of confusion of vehicles. This took some time to clear.

{d) In the meantime C.0. 2/3 Bn informed Bde HeQs that enemy
tanks had attacked the second resrwerd position and he
had ordered a further withdrawal to south of the marshy
country, (square4245) via the ford. This was in
accordance with a general plan of withdrawal arranged by -
the Bde Comd with C.0. 2/3 Bn if ha considersd it necess -

(e) The confusion of vehiclés“was such that the furtaer
withdrawal of the force was almost impossible.

Beveral guns successively plunged into the side of the
ford, mainly through lack of control, and completely -
blocked it znd some difficulty was experlencad in clearing
the ﬁ.!. traffic.

() During this Eha“ the C.0. 2/3 Bn reported that the rear-
guard had withdrawn but wers still north of the ford
and that the enemy in the darkness had not followed them
up. This would be approximately 0030 hrs on 19 Apr;

(g) The final withdrawnl from this positicn was then arranged
by the Dde Comd with C,0. 2/3 Bn, tha rear elements
crossing the road junction (square 4141) at about 0400
hrs 19 Apr.

This i answered in 2/3 Bn raport paTa 13.

(a) The N.Z. Arty ant A/TX guns had been placad under command
of 2/2.Bn by 1 Aust Corps. A further TP of Aust A/Tk
guns arrived on 17 Apr and were pleced under command of
2/2 Bn by Brig. A.8. Allen. The H.Z. A/Tk guns coming
under ecormand of 21 N.Z. Bn.

Brig. AlB. Allen also arranged for the N.Z. Fd Arty to
rennin under command of 2/2 Bn. )

(b) C.0. 2/3 Bn tock control of some guns that had withdrawn
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rrmthotmaxdmﬂthouh ordorland culthu_

in an A/fk rele on the first rearwerd postion - Bde

H.Q. had raceived information that several guns had
doubandordmdc.oomnnto take charge of

Details of 5°aupport given are as shomn in 2/2 Bn
report - para

mmksonthefaﬂm of the H.Z. lrtyare
supported by the fact that it was necessary for the

Bde Cond to inform the C.0. NeZe" m{h:hat his guns .
wers withirawing without orders and t he was expected
to stand and fight.



B R AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE,

10 Jul 41,

16 Aust, Inf, Bde.

REPORT ON OPERATIONS OF 2/3 AUST INF BN
=—""ZAT PENSI0S GORGH,

I submit herswith a report on the operations
of 2/3 En, The answers to the questions are as set out in
the following paras:-

(9) See paras 2 and 3 of report.

(1¢) See paras 6, 10, 11

{11) See para 10

(12) See paras 9§ and 10.

(13) See para 10.

{(14) See para 11,

{(15) See para 13,

{16, 17, 18) No Arty under my command except the
few guns halted on the rearward position,

(Sgd) = J. Lamb. .. co1l.

8.C. 2/3 Aust, Inf., Bn,
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Preyberz

to be held was 0300

had been drav;
the atierncon,

when the

Crne Sen. H.G. Div, Cav, vhich
the afterncon 0 aszist the -Ath

The renmrad

sps
nosition s ashe

un vy Bde, H,2. Tor the

aTher a visit oy 2 11.%Z.

Joined the pde. late ir

~ +h

the g£ao hetween

2stride the road and Railway in

of 2/2 3n who vere 0 nove in regemve South astride the »oad %o
area Trig, 292, stuare 4546,
enorts had been -occived that $he Lo gors on the lefd flonik

(rmxmwmTions

ther vere

was ingtructed to inforn both
the rearvard nosition at dusi.
ANT, I rcontacted the Cor, Comd.

I g 210 ordered to sand v Teserve Cor (D)} %0 %he less Plan®-
0 assist them and covar their lefs £lanic in the vithdrawal.

enery bormbinz avtack ool dlace and three of the vehiecles rere set
on Tire =nd zeveral easunliies oecured. Several L.INLGlg and ifmi.
2iflen beins: destroran,

AL abouv 1730 hrg, o 2 litsle Iater, the %wo left Cors anneared
in %he ®ig, 1.0, arean gtating that they had been sunrrounded and vrere
foreced to withdraw, Thew were sent irmediatelr to the rasrwmmd
sosition,

InTormation hnd hoen »eceivad hr dde. H.y, thait L.72. irtr. and
Carriers were seen withdrawing South dovm the road and wie Lde,

Ti1m

iy devolver to foree I1.5.
At about 1800 hrsz, on 10

location znd urig. Allen

joined -0 on the reasard

and I twrice had to drarr

s intc nosition,

Bde. .. shified from its

line

ong
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discussed the disnosiitions wwith ne. The digpositions rnouwr were :-

-

!

(-} B Cor 2/3 Bn (iicGreror) on Right,
(n) G Cor 2/3 2n (lmrehison) centre,

{e) D Cor 2/2 3n (Hendry) on Lefs.

H

(4) Two or thres il.Z. 25 Pérg. in 4/, role.
{e} Carriers covering the Rishy and Lelt flanks.
{f} =.2. Cov 2nd D Coy (less two Plsg) in reserve.

{=} .5, Cav, San ag n protsc

ghich 2 3ittle latger writhdrerr to tka reserve =23en,
An officer vas nosved 9 collees oy 2/2 3n nerdies 2nd d0

= ar e L % - A e e, 5 S 23
£5 Tar as T 1mow, none roturned throush the Tesrrnzd naogition

=" (L

2
4
@
£y
1
o
1
Il
1
4
I
o
5!
4
B
1
3
ok
o
3
A
Fal
o
¥
ol
o]
-
T
(!
]
@

batk visorously tuvt i

ok il o hugvii be Wiy

T -3, T - 3 wrmerme e d i, g m-DL .- - L. e $a
Tire Trom the nlanes »nd vaoy aulelly 2fter e were in coninceth

.
|
ct
Voen
Ve

the aponr,

o will out from

3 - 11} -y A N e P S A -
e raar, e Iad. AU nlco ithArernr

édrmm withoub ordels Tron 2, being Icreed ouh b Sanlis vhich had

- Anmanhzy ord ovtior o

to whet annesred o be henvir noriar

enins ownat i under covar of the

-t I K R, - . - 4
WG SN G CET IO . e e

LU, [y TS 3 =1 P PRI | . T 5 . . oo L .
in woar of the Torverd nosition nnd ool un snother ziand, .

nJx o T A T ey 1S RV P T | SRR | el [ e}
Cor, 2/3 3r (letresor} hnd roainad in mozition r~rd 1 then ordered

| g PR . e <= e ~ - -7 —_—
DATL GO TLLLAGINOYT S0 OLiLie Jocarna TanminIl MOELLIOnNR,
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there was a considerable arount o

\rez ineludins 2 larse number of 11,Z, Troon Garrrin~ Yehicles ~hich

~.suddenlr anmeaTed o nanie and rushed southumrds alon~s the road o

o N . = s [P . -~ = o o T
whe ¥ord in snuzre 4245, neres a ilg, 25 ndre, wmg jarmed in ths rord

or some considercble iime. slthourh some

wvghicles had elready nassed throush,

troons in the second resyrwzzd nosivion.

) theareifora

movevar, whic iz almost Immossihic ns there was a commlete
Iamp e Pood, Uhe Tozes withidrewr contitiomds o shoni distance
Temalnins porsh of uhe gvarmy and T Ceceived ranorts thoh the enemr
nd 10T Tolloved Shen un,  Letern, £
ordared Tores to mouni the veliielzs and nove to 28
nrevicusls ingtruehed. ‘e rear elaonents of the Toree cleared ithe

Tozd junenion in scunre 4141 a1 onmro G4ACQ hime, on 19 nm, A,

i VAT RS

Co llaiye TIT 0% the yord cMiere the

i oomie

¥ irere ondeavour-

. . e e e . s o . o .
Zazlier 1 had ingtrueted 4 Cor, 2/7 5n (Oa-%., zarbar) 4o with-

e Tyt . bl & EA e p— — T a2 rme— B +at Segpee 3
drzr his $vo Pls in she 37II0ITI o ATYrA oDes $o thin rond Junchion

g L ] -7 B - b * * ona e L - r o - . e T -
in srusare 4241 ond thece Pis Joitsd £ha eolivm as i3 soved chroush.
N e P T DY o ot
In thn enc-ls hours of inr,, Wracnr hnlilots

and Finsnc wrere seni avharanils oo tha 2ond in the Airection of
LAFISEE »nd Intex vhen nnoronehiins $he »oad nnd Jniivar Crogsine in

)t

souare Juz®, hiz Tire could 53ill e geen o 1 voesivat zevesal

TINOTTS BIaT i razd tas hold b the enemyr and several vchiecles
hind been hrltad,
L therefors Jeeided it wnuld b= boiier to divest nll vehiclen
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i--_-‘ J 1 inTormed the pde, Comd. who was further back in the Colurm

~\ anc¢ the force moved via these wracks, eventualiy joinin= %he

L YOLOS Rond zbout davbre: ¥z, althou~h in the neantvime, it had
snlit into several pariies.

By this time the Gonvoy was very mized and 1 vmited at the
Ro2¢ Junetion in snuare 4343.urtil the last wehiels had nassed,
Thizs would be avvroximatelr U4CQ nrs, on 12 anr,
1z, Ag Trr as 1 lmo the casualiiss Trom this aetion wers

1 killed, 18 wounded, 69 missing,

c.0. 2/3 fust, Inf, 3n.



AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE,

2/2 Aust, Inf. Bn.
Goddard iines,.
JULIS CAMP, -

4 Jul, 41,

16 AnBt. Info Bde-

RE OPERATIONS OF 2/2 AUST INF BN
= PEREIOS GORGE.,

In reference to the numbered questions in

6 Aust, Div's No S/1001/G of 18 Jun, 41. I submit herewith
a report on the aperatlons of the Bn,

(1)
(2)

(8)

The answers to the guestions are as follows:-

See para 4 of report,

See paras 29 and 37, The position occupled by 2/2
Aust. Inf, Bn was held until 1900 hrs 18 Apr,

See para 39,

See paras 37 and 38,

See pares 40 and 38,

About 1845 hrs. See pera 37.

None. This coy was withdrawn by 16 Aws t, Inf, Ede.
Seeo para 7.

Approx 80 ~ 100 see para 41,

(16, 17 and 18) See para 30,

GOPY,

(5gd) F,0. Chilton Lt ,.Col.
Comd, 2/2 Aust, Inf. Bn.
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AUSTRALIAT RPERIAL FORCE, SECRET.

- —————

4 Jul. 41

REPORT 01 GPERATTIONS OF 2/2 AUST. TiTF, 3. AT PHEIIIOS GORGE.
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of 21 .Z, Bn h2d withdrarm Tron its Dosition coverins the road
bloclr vhen first fired on and no assishenes was civen by 21 [i.7.
had beesn onz of itz sasls,

Un., Thous1 defence of the block
.\ ] o

L5 stated above the i1,2. force had destroyed the railymy and
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ER - L/ S = _.'.- -, e --l-_‘, L3 =
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i aring o Uohen and others o sion and coliced
' shen had no weanons or eauinnent.,  lovever
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:Ellen as to the status of the N.Z. Bty. which had been pPlaced under

-

=l SEC

As far as I can remember, I received no directioms from Brig

my comd by Corps. In fact, Lt. Col. Parkinson maintained his H.Q.
alongside mine, and I should like to sa¥ that I have nothing but
Praise for his conduct and co-operation. However, the arty. support
in fact given was very disappointing. The following is a summary of
arty action :- ,

(a) Harrassing fire on the forward road block during night
17/18 Apr after the patrol from "B® Coy, had withdpawn. This
Was a map shoot and its effect is-not known.

(b) Fire on enemy tps. moving out of GONTOS on morning of
18 Apr. (See para. 19). This was not as effective as it should
have been, because 0.P’s. had not yet been established in
"D" Coy’s area; I am unaware of the reason. By the time
controlled fire bacame possible, the enemy adopted more
dispersed formations and did not present such favourable
targets.

(¢} Fire intended to cover the rearmost road block just forward of
TEMPE. This fire in fact fell in "C® Coy’s area, and was
stopped by Lt.Col. Parkinson. It was not resumed.

(d) During the early afterncon Capt Hendry ("D" Coy.) informed
me that the F.0.0.s were about to leave his area. I believe
there were two 0.P’s. Lt. Col Parkinson was with me at the
time and he ordered them specifical}y to remain. However,
Capt. Hendry reported shortly afterwards that they had gone.

(e) During the early part of the afterncon it was reported that

some of the guns had moved.out. This was not in accordance

with Lt.Col. Parkinson’s When the attack across the river

developed in the afterncon effective arty. fire could not be

developed for this reason and becguse of the absence of 0,P’s.

~ However, Lt.Col. Parkinson sent for a wireless truck and an
0.P. was established close to Bn. H.Q. Both ¥aj. Cohen and I
pointed out the task we wished carried out, but the fire of
the remaining guns could not be got on to the target and
finally ceased altogether. Lt. Col. Parkinson appeared very
distressed at this stage and told me he had sent back a
senior officer "“to give the gunners 10 minutes drill to pull
them together.”

31, At this stage "B® Coy and Bn.H.Q. area were under constant fire

from H.2N.G’s, on the feature previously occupied by "D" Coy. and from
across the river. These areas also ceme under Mortar fire. Enemy
were observed mounting what was thought to be a mountain gun on hill
which had been ocecupied by "pn Coy.

3z. Ebout 1700 hrs. uc® Coy. reported that some tanks had entered

its locality; also that enemy snipefs and men armed with "Tommy Guns"
had workeé around on the high ground on the right front south of the
Tliver previously held by 21 N.Z. Bn., and were causing difficulty as
the Coy. was now under fire on three sides. I had previously ordered
the withdrawal back to their respective Coys. of the Pls. from MA"

and "B" COys. covering the highs gréund Bast of EVABGELISHOS as their

reports indicated no enemy in that area. I gave instructions for
Lieut Loftus ("A" Co¥) to be intercepted on his way back and for him
to endeavour to relieve this Pressure above "C" Coy. Lieut Loftus is
missing and I do not know if he recelved these indtructions.

33. At about this time (1700)hrs) the line to "C" and "A" Coy went.

Linesmen attempted to restore the line but had not succeeded by the
time these forward Coys. had withdrawn.
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- The nlan of withdrawal for the sn during night 18/19 Apr
. *\depended upon the retirement to the 1,7, Coy vhich, during th
“. Eav had been disnersed in rear of 2/3 in, As alreaav no“rted

OLu, any retirement in this direction became irmossible.

Owing %o the rugzed nature of the coundtry, anry conirol of
- Goys. or intercommnication, becane imnossible after ths withdraiel
Bastiards commenced, Zach Cov, cond. indenendently coms Lo the
conclusion that vhe only course omen was to attsunt to et to the
coast, and cither then nmcke alons the coast vith a view to

rejoining the yritish rorees at LAITTA 0T securz hoass.




To HAZA C
from HAZA

COPY OF MESSAGE SENT TO C COY 2/3 BH
(PASSED ON TO 0.C. D. COY-2/2 BH

vi a2

HAZA B is now withdrawing (.) you will withdraw
forthwith but will coordinate your withdrawal
with coy of & bn nmearest to you (.) use own tpt

move with 2 bn (.) regret no other instructions

(sgd) E.S. Walker Lieut 1545

K&
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Renort of Prisoner off War

¥nelosed is = copy of a report by WOIL T.AWK.
BOULYER who recently escaped from & P# Camp in GREECE,

2. #OTT BOULTER is a member of the Corps Cipher
Section and prlor to his capture was att to BEQ 17 Aust Inf Ede.
3. The report is divided into two sectlons, Personal
Narrative and iilitary Observatlions.
4, . This report may obe circulated down to Ede EQ.
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PERSONAL HARRATIVE.

-\

Prisoner 29 Aprll.

e

Upor thwe surrender by Brigadiler PARRILGTSY, who condé tkhe latter
stages of the evacuation at KALAMATA, I was talken prlsoner om 28 Apr 41.

PRISON CARP .

The follewlng dey we were teken by train to the zrisen caxp at
CORINTIEOS, Tue ren were divided into gos of 100 with a Vi0 in charge of
8ach group. I was in cherge of an Australlan gp. ‘The offrs wsre also I
tne seme ecamp grounds, but in a separste dullding. There were &porox
10,000 Eritish prisoners all vranks, of waleh sogrox 3250 wore offrs, In
adcition, 1C00 Serblans aad hetween 4000 and 5005 Itallans were nlao
detalined in the samwa area. The Iteilans woere forrer Sreek priaoners who
had beon released upon the ternm entry into CORILYTHIS, As thers Lias
besn no organization for their avacuatlon, tisy hiad comsecnced looving
ard were thon rcounded up hy tne Zermens ané pleced in our compound, The
area of tha compound would te sbout 15 acres. Sanitary corditions were
axtremsly bad; the food, consisting of elthner rice, macaroni cr lentles
and a hard blscuii, wae sufijclent for one meal per day and was snough
to ke=p a Fit man zoling; but Lt was hardly thc diet to ass?’st a man out
of condlticn Lo racover. Drssntly vecarc prevalent, and a nueter of men
dled, Uenerai treatmont of the priscners varied a grest deal with the
guards on Guty - these were chanzed every & - & days, The parachute
troogs ané Ausirians, -enerallr speakin:, tvented our men qultc well,

[y J
wnile the Youns Xaz!l ,juurds wers extremely cruel, ihege texple took
an unw¥holeso~e doli_ it at firing thelr tormmy puns Iinto g crowd wilithout
provocaticn., Fen suffering frow dlarrhoea end ayseniry while atvsmpoin:-
ot night to reach the aiit trenches, whlch served ot latrines, were
freguently tired upon, These (uards mede tliemselves unileasanc seneraliz.
Cn several cccaslionrs Lhere were disturbances between the Italians and
our men, and o one occzsion tihe guards, apacertly telng no respecter
of their noble ally, fired upon 2 group of italians., Subgeqiently, the
Itelleons, mwho were a very ragped and notley group wers refittad end :
trelneé as occugaticn ips,

Few compulsory working carties ware required Ly the Germsns, but
& pumter of valurntary woriing parties performed all nature of vopri,
including actual woar worlk, such as unloacding vombs, he offrs and U4
of the mex had no werk to perform, except for occasionsl fatliues,

Ihrough the gced work of a 3alvation Army Chapleln snd a TNC
recresentative, ssalsted by o number of offrs end nen, co.dltlsna in
tre camp were mgre plensant by the arran;ing of concerts I or 4 eveningzs
e aweek,

e prlison was en extremely tertile plece fer rupors, which could
senerally ne tracsa back to Palestinianz, “n 5 or o occaslons XU351a
éntered tie war, w ile &oifIuA entered into setive parilcipetion 3 or 4
Limes, Arother report, which kept the tecys oo tip-toe tor a fartnight,
wee to the ¢ffsct that dlscussions as Lo L..e sxchange of prisuners were
taking place, .

CuRiliili aerov@rome bYe)ng one of tae rai:n alye Luses fop vue atteck on
CRET®, we caw thie %erman uloines tale oOf ayo reluen, Lo §s vwere able oo
£€v some pleture of the atiack Ly tho namber of ;ienes miassing., Cany
clanes rel:rned bullet riédled, und severcl Wbk Wil s oartly desteoyed,
Cn one cecaslon sume of our nien were seabl ay 2 worilbuy perly o she

. g
Lor

- e
dead Germen papscghn ta, I w:g lalovred et 15
{ror one Junters,

SAJ¥E TS GRULVANY

n 5 Jun ihe lermmna comncnced the ruve of aii Pr.ogoaers to suhialY.
ine move wn3s to have taken place earller, but nacd teen nountiuined, Two
traln losds, eac of 300, were moved €ally frowm the .»ison camp, lis
off!zars btolng, movad {ilrst, Ey group arnd most otier Australlien proups
left CIHINTI on § Jun.

Oalng Lo destroyed conzanieatlions (see loter) it wus necessary to
march Doeiwzen CURINLL AND KALAMAKI {(at K& end of Canal) 2 miles, and
netwozn GRAVIA ené LAMIA 22 mlles, Arrangements were for shkocrt breaks
at LARIS3/. and SALONIRA. snile Ir TuhKRY I learned frox: an Langilsh Cpl
whio escaped near the Bulgariasn btorder and wade 1s wey peross t..e
DARDEYELLES, that tuis prograrme wss carrled out, some § days bein,; speni
at SALOHIKA, On the marches, each train load was divided into smaller

o
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" After shuffling in the group to a suitable position I escaped at about
0800 hrs on 7 Jun by jumpinrz into scme low scrub on the slde of the road.
As I could not obtain any cover under which to complete my getaway, and
with continuous German counvoys moving north, I was obliged tc remaln in
my position until darkness. At one stage I thought my numbers were up
when a German offr stopped his car directly opposite ms. Fortune,
however, favoured me,

In the evening I went down to the river crossing the flat, in order
to bathe, and after a few minutes a Gresk approacked. it was obvlious
to him that I waa a2 solaler, asd I made him understand that I desired to

change into civilisn clothes. I cdestroyed my jJacket,

After n meal I was able to establish civillan status of a lowly order, -
‘he next day I assisted in the harvesting, wellding s sickle for some
time until I discoverecd that tie ferale peasants were somewnat atronger
thar I, at leasgt In the back. That day I tasted meat for the firat time
since my capture, but 1t proved too much for e, and for & short time I
was rather violently 1ll. "Bully Beef" had fcr scne ti o baen at a pre=
mium, althouzh I had managed to save cne tin and my emergency ratiocns by
means of burylng them at CIZaIild In preparation for an eventual escape,
In the evening I met an "American", the term in peasant GRLECE belng
universally applied to Greeks who had spsnt some time In AMERICA and
could spenlk some Engliish as a rule, btelng particularly fluent in such
phrases a3 "son of & biteh" etec. e persvaded me to move to a "mansion”
bouse further over cm the flat. The ranslon uroved to be a large
dilapldated 2 storey building {the ground flcor being used for animals
oné store-nouse) owned by & Greek in LANIA, 1hse upper storey comprised
two amall rooms and a huge hall of euprox 100! by 6CY, in this hall
alent some 50 people of all shapcs and sizes snd both sex. he property
provad to be gulite a large one, 1its aaln crops belng cereals and cotton,
bDuring my stay of 3 or 4 days nere I a.ein went out in ths flelds and
assisted In the harvestlng., Uhelr working hrs were from G436 hra t1l1
2060 hrs, and although the methods employsd wsre very primitive, a
considerable emount of yround was covered by the end of the dagy. ihese
people looked after me qulte well, and the owner gave ke somewhat vebter
wearlng clothes than I at [irst obtalned. The _lace was vislted on two
occasions by Uermans (I belleve only in comnnection with ile harvest) and

I was obliged to make hurrled exlits so declded to go into ths mountains.
I nad veen informed that there wes s viils.ue on tae slopes of Hount ITI
which would afford protectlon as there was only cas narrow and urecipl-
tous approach. Altnougn the treck was sven ateeper than I lma_ined I
aventually reached-ths villuze which was called PAVLINI. “hile qulte
laolated it had a population of over 500, and was completel; solf
contalned, zrewing all its oun food, its tobaceco, s inning asd weaving
its own wool.

These peopls at »resent are Infinltely bettor off than tie ueosnle
in towns, and wille the Germens have claimed 60% of their harvaest, much
produce L8 peln; nidden.

While In PAVLIRI, 4 othe:, men wno had escaped were brougnt In from
varioua directions. - Inere were 2 Australiasn ASC drivers, an Bnclish
Pilot offr and a young Jols, one of ths two Pollahmen assisting In the
Campalgzn, ine airman who had recently been promcted from Sit Pilot
was a wost interesting personsliity. After tha svacuation from Greece
he wus fiyin: a Blenheim over Kalamata ares searchinz for Italicn
warsiips when he was attacked by 7 Hesserschmidts. lle vrought down
5, bat cortain of hia [uel plyoes were damazed and ne was oblijad to -
make a forced landing In the ssa noar sn iglzandé ocexzled ty Germans
and was talken prisoner, Sne of the calmest men I have ever met, like
Sullivan wio flew the Atlantlc by 'aceidsut', Le even escazed by hecldent?,

After belin; very well treated by the villagers faor 4 or 5 dars, we
declded to try bo make our way out of the country. Qur plan was to
reach EUBOLIA, work down that island to the SuUUTii, then aceoss a string
of islaends, ADROS, TINOS, «YRO:uS, IKARIA and SAMOUS to TURKEY.

Leaving £AVLINI we crossed the railway line and cdeclded to cross the
meln road at guarter hourly intervals. A3 T wue endsavourin,; te find

a suituble place tu clamber -up the mountaln on the ovther side, I rsn into
a German co:voy, 3¢ decided to nzke vold face and walked along the road,
There were some 60G-700 In the convoy but fcrtune wes agailn my wey and
they dld net nicxk me,

All, except the jouns Pole, arrived at tue .re-arranged meatlng
Place, We then passed through various small viliamges in the KALIDRURUN
Range, in the meantims picking up our loast Polish friend, ané worked in
the direction of ZELIOH. We were somewhat fortunate in this area as

LR NPT
.



YIW0 otner men wko had escaped wore re-cagtured In & village just six
hrs vefvra we arrived, licwever, wo always nmace csreful inquiries gheed,
*- During ons night teking toe wrong turn woe arrived in the villa:e of
AGIHATI. This proved to our advantaje as we nanezas to contuct a fishor-
man wnl was going across to the islané ihe Following nipght, in the evening

W6 went down to the coast and walted closs to the roasd while tie fisherman
went Inte the btosn of AGIUS COLSTASTINGS, sboub hslf mlle avay, to obtaln
his beat. de were to cross the road upon a sre-arrangad siznal. A few
nirmifes later however, a convoy of rmule and otiter animel drazn weg;ons
drivern by Germans moved alorg the ceast road takirg over 3 hrs to pass us,
At the end of tae couivoy a cur choss a point on the road irmeciately oppogits
us Lo break cdown, Shortly aftermards the fisiermen crept around zx to us,.

‘

and with LIm ws crept some half alls Lo the boat, de reacssé the island
Of EUELJEIA at I w:hs-ALIfSUS chortiy after duyurzai, & few ftailapa wore

in the toun, tut we were rob erallen-e¢ and re~cred 2 wedl cleose to tre town
whore we remalned for the duy. Iin the evenln,: (22Jun) we =et 2 Greek who

tolé us where we could lear a radilo, we llstzned to the TEC, and the main
news liem wae tne deciuration of war by BErTaany on Rugsing, Luter in ihe

evening a nunber of Jreeksz offcred to asslist us in any way possibla, and the
next meenlar we moved into a safer place about Lwo miles from the town,

e were :!ven information regarcing the locatlon o. Yermon anc Italien troopsa
in the neighbourhood, and were strongly advised not to attempt to o further
untll these trosns moved,

e recelved nlenty of food and were tept informed of c¢uarrent new
remained !n tae¢ localify for i4 days.,

AS the other our wers unwilling to go further and two at ieast declded
to remain in hicing ror the 'durstion' I declded to sirike “ut a_ain, The
mowntalns were =7y Z2rat onfecilive, sid maliny, Inquir?l s sherd at each village
I reacred, I met geosle wiho save me Information and food, «y this time I
was eble to sgesk gulte a littie Greck ard I also frurnd trench quite ugeful
in converainy with o younp, ésctor &ad & school teschier who assisted e,

Soxe ol ti.is country was particularly difite=ls belu:; very stces with oak
and pineg forezts ancé dense under:rowth In many parts, At the villaze of
KEGELUSE In cne very difricult vert, zome af t:e pesidents cald 2 wAn to
guide xme tnroupr to the next towm - a Journey of two <zys.

= gbtill ked sone money of oy own, but found tink more keilr zceemed to be
forti:comin: when ron sald Jou weve venr.lless, L Llittle splesl o woe
sympatnyr, as for exemple, I stated tiat I waz 8 married man wlitih tiree ezlls.
et l:icrie, also geemed to zszist, wLil the sulde we manogtuvred the rountalins
successlully on the first dey, and 'teened tn! about 13 pii. < fnnoeently
gave niim =7 bag sz a pillow. Aot 2 an tie folliowing Cay I was resdy to
move on and locked for oy culdc; ales hie Led disssnearved, anc a0 nad my
bag, nmy waten znd scme of Ly roney, ieege latter had bLeun in oy pockets
which ¢ must hsve cone tkrougzh guite thorougniy, 1 quicsly reailsed the
possliblility or recovering my chattels was nll, wnd muved off in tre aporoxi-
zate direction of the next vills e, Although loslo, myself sevepal times,
with the assistance of ssveral axc—en &t dificrent points, I finaliy reschnad .
the village (KAR..VA), wilch is the 2lte orf one af tiie werks of tho LLLLG-
GRLLK varneslte Goy, After TInding my path wouis s8cs through large Serman -
troop concentrutions, I was otlized to zl; zug &in Lle vounteins across the
island until I reached the town of PILI on the east cuasti, jusi nortih of
KANTGCUTHL, I nad been tcle that I mizht receive scme zsatatance st PILL,
but on srrival discovered that tiere were {erwans in the town er2 the peopla
¥ere reiher afraid, Lt this stege I alterad #y ori.inal clan endeavourlng
to cet wcross o the island of SETLIT anc fromo tnope Lo POARA, izcesing my
first nlsn as sn eltarnative,

%ilth this in mind I worked Gown Lo Liwe east couct, hevipg no luex as far
as the sen lourney wea concerned, until at last I reached a mwonzstary near
R{MI. ite corditions in the nonastery anc tie food wure the vest I nac
enfoyed slnce my escape - T aetunily hel a ted to sleen In,

The Bis‘op of XA %o *a vory interested in Lhe Zritish cavse came out
to see ne end I nad & most interesting cenversation elth iin in frernco, iie
put me& In touci: with sore fichermen who ulticately & reed to taks ne geroge
to SXYRUS in tpeir rewins toat, fie reoched SKYILUE ofier Tiaiiiag for 2 night
at SEYROPGULA, their method of fiehing 1s n protler unhizsy one, nazily,
throwing 2 zrenade into the. water, I walzed acress Lie island o the torn
of SKIR03, wiere 1 met & man ¥ho hal taken a ;arty of our men across to
TUAKEY In the evocuation stag6s, end had received paymenl [rom tiw Eritish
Consul at 3EYAHA, e agreed to tzke me zercass to T.LELY, asd told me thaet
it vas safe to g0 througn the Gustoma iouse, and that the Turkisl, wepre not
intarning our msn, After 3 danya In a smsll voat in a heaavy seca we reachad
SHYRNA on 26 Jul remaining one nignt at PSA:A, Spordlag 4 éaye more in the
hands of the Turkish authorities, through the apency-of British representativ
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T was peleased ard spent another 4 days at SKYRMA, ~ Under escort

spent one dmy, and on to 1SEENDERUM (ALEYANDRETTA)., ' Here I was
handed bsck to the Britisn authorities, and returned toe HAIFA on
g Greek tramp steamer. ‘ , -

ly reports on subject of military intersst coming to my
notice, is appended hersto. ,

-
:

of Turkish militery suthorities I was ftaken firat to ADARA where wo.
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‘ﬁgport of W0 II T.A.M. BOULTER on Observations while Prisoner of
¥er end subsequontly upon Escape

1, Conditions in Prison Camp.

See narrstive,

2e german Tpt

rrom personzl observatlon end from what I have be:n told by
mecbanics who went oul on working parties, the Vermentpt was in a
baé concition mecnanlically.,

A4 feature of thelr ipt wes the large number of velleles with
catery;lllar tracks. Yaluable attactrents (for whilech nlaces were
allotted on ihe sides of tiie trucks) were carried tc guard against
bogging, for example, a spade, pick and e roll of wood #.ich could
be lald down as a mat. ihe mumber of well furnished mobile kitchens
wag anotuner festure,

Se Use o. u iub

fho Germans sought all avellable tpt Including "destroyed"
vehicles, From the letter good parts were tnken and nlaced in other
"dcetroyed” vehicles making a complete truck. From enquirles made of
drivers In e prison csmp, they did not nsppeer to be awnre of any
instructlon 23 to & uniform manS¥ of destruction of the vehicles, Such
an Ingtructlon, ii carrled out, would render mmuch more difficult thae
task of tre eremy in that respect, sarticularly as in Southern GREECE the
Germens dld not carry any Field iksnops. A simple method - thet of
"seiziag tiie engine, involving e rebore berfors the truck could araln
be used would be practicabvle. ’

L Comns in GArkOER

I was Inforrmed, but cculd not obtain definite cenfirmetion of the
fact, thel the pontoen tridsie erected by the Sermuns over the Corinth
Canal near the Lown, was c¢estroyed prior to Jun 5 by Greek gabotage,

Cn 7 Jun, on the marc: tetween GHLYIA ang LALTA © ncticzee the
two larye rallway tiridzes destroyed in thée area. In additior 8 train
wa- Llown up In the tunnel st the ncrth cnd of the pepe:z, I recrosssd
this srsa cn 16 Jun, and still no apzarent attempt to repair the
bridzed or tunnels, had bLosn made,

-

Qe asrodromes
RO LRSS

About 6 Jun thers ware g larze number of Uermen plznes on the
ground at Tniul, ‘hey were all types - many tro.p cerriers, s con-
slderable nurber of urdinecy tohbers snd sore {lshters.

CUnTLTH perodrome wus still Yeliy; Iresly used by n considerasles
ramber of tlaties wien we left the arca.

~

€, DLEPCSITIUNS of GE AN THLOS

Snortiy befores we left v-nliih, T was Inforped *Y¥ & uerzan that
bracileaily nll tueir trouops had been moved out o Louthuorn GHHICE,
From tue uwumber of Ceavoysz ra3sing the prisen couwp teis would Eopear
to Lave been so, Around «LUAinSs area the Uerman Ltroozs were ooviously
moving out,

In aboat t.e wlddle of Jun 760 Itsilans Toved into ZARIA, there
were lurge concentrations of Jermans at LOLOS arnd AGISC € LSTA0TIEGS at
this perlod, but wmost of theso muved nortiwards shertly afterwards,
lzaviag only nominel garrisons, .

e 90 the nlpght of 21 Jun, {whlle waiting to cross frem aGluS COLSTANS
IIN05 to LOUTHA) ® convoy of riule and otner animal driven tpt, lnsting
about thrcu‘hrs. criven by Germans, mcved Shuth &long tte coaét roaa.

oo, AT the end of Jun the Germans coimenced to use Lhe roapitals st
LOUTEL ror their wounded frox Caksl, +kera wore about 60 it men
stationod 1n the town.

At tu1s pericd there were s numher of G I
(HE FUBOEIA) _ o ro orman troops at SIROHURRY
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.- In the first half of July 700-800 Itallens moeved into LIKNI,
I was comed that there was also a substantial number of Germans

“at AGIA ANA. '

KAKTOUTEI; from a number of sources I was Informed that there were
aporoximately 12,600 German tropps in the arsa.

At ACAEET AGA at mid Jul there was a large force of Yermans with
a conalderable number of anti-alrcraft guns set up in carefully con-
cealed posltions smong the trees, to afford AA protection to toth
KAKTOUTHI ard protably LIENI areas, I noticed a number of A Tk guns
In the area sl=o, Tie camp st ACHMET AGA was elso being used as a
cerntre from which to send out men to smaller villages, such as FILI
(whereon 18 Jul, &4 men were statloned).

During the third week in Jul I passed close to STENI (middle of
the islard} and was informad thet there were a large number of Germans
encamped. Patrols were being sent out from here to villages {(Inland
and east coast) searching for aerms, There were z fow Germans in the
villages of LAMARIA, STRCPILUS and CHERIUS,

KYHI: on sbout 17 Jul vetween 2000=3000 moved out of the area leaving
oniy a pominal garrison of 6 men. Y was told bty a numbsr of Graaks
that the main body moved to KIALKIS which according to wmhat I hava been
told would appear to be a larige staging camp.

SKYROS: and PSARA: during ths third and fourth weeks in Jul there were
no Germans or Itallans stationed on these 1slands.

7. Germsn Internsl Situstlon - Austriana and Germans

Shortly hefore the cutbresk of the Russo-Germen Wer, a Fighi,
fire-arms being used, took place st KANTOUTHI between scme hundreds of
Austrlans and Germens. & number of men were woumnded ornd =ome killed,

In a dizeussion with the Bishous of Zym!, he informed mc that a
mumber of fustrliens had acnitted to aim thet they were completely
suppressed by the Germens and were actually in s worse position Shan
the Greeks.

86, Dsstroyers

On 18 Jul sbout 1809 hrs three rrench destroyers sailed South
passed RYUI, T obaerved these from the roof of the Monsstery, and
with the ald of field glasses noted their numbers, X3, ¥32, Xb63,
painted in red. At leaast one vessel hed four funnels,

P. Gaa

lone of the Germen troopa which 1 saw ir GREFGE carried respiratora

10, Germsn FPorms of Prlson Camps

On &1l German [orme whick group leaders were obliged to furnish,
was & column for the unit to whicik the prisoner belonged, Australlan
group leaders el mply supzlied TAIFT,

1z, Food etc in CGHRLECL

The Germans heve taken 6C% of the wheat cron, Where tps are N
stationed they tske ell avallable e;zs aad supplles of ment,

Tne w=ole of tas petrol and leather in the country has been taken
to GERJNARY, 1In ATHENS all zold rings, excspt weddinz rinzs, have been
takggﬁii?? toe women., A pumbsr of church beslls have also been sent ~,

o _.- l . . i

- ————

1z, Germar. Casualties in GAZECE

A German warreal offr at the prison carp informed me tzat their
casualtlies In GREZCE were light, amounting "only" 160,000 I was unabla
to ascertain the source of his informatlion, which sEEﬁE’Eﬂeurd to me,
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. . The gtteched staterent was ~btained frem an -
" {WCO ard.2 08/s of 2/4 jnst In? En who returned from

535_' ' Greeee,via Turkey, srriving lialfz 3C Jun 41.
1< 0 As soms af “he cbservation made mey be of value

for intelligence purprses, 5 copies are forwarded
- for your -reecards,

S - N_o- agtion hes ot hoer haken to contact the
SF British tracps repsrted to ba at LECNISIS.

-

o a Jor-Cenaral,

R o Comd 6 Aus% Div.
o :-f.‘g—'&‘?

O T

peralies st e

.\Aﬁ%942245529/12f3w,4241£;§¢é¢§4/

B T L TR
et e

s o7




J e e Lo

el

Vy

T :@f:é

(qhhﬂ“ﬁ)

1

o et e ——— o + Sy — Rt

AUSTRALIAN ITMPERIAL FORCE g’(,

) .é{-”b H.Q: ?/2 Bn.
- afy 17 li a1,

6 Aust. Div.

Statement obtwimed-by-me from
NX 5097 CGpl LANE, P.A., KX 3654 Pte CiMPBELL, C,C., and NX5323
Pte STEEL, E.~efber-returning from SREECE on 30 Jun 41 ds given
below.. = 3

"D" Coy of the °/4 was at VEVE on Easter Saturday 1
19 apr.4l, at 1500hrs word came through that we were to with- .
draw by sections. First section to =ithdrew at 1930hrs and

the last one at 2130hrs. At 1930hrs a rurner came from Soy H.Q.
and told us all to withdraw immediately. On our left flank

was » Greek Battalion where the Germans broke through. The

Greek battalion had withdrarn without notifying our Coy. e

were told th-t Transport would be waiting for us about 3/4 mile
away. ~e moved back to the m2in road throuch the pass where we
were informed “hat the Germans had fixed lines along the road, sc
We were ordered to deploy and broke up into small parties of

six to nine cstrong.

Wa moved back to vhere transport shonld have been
but it was not there. %e were informed that the Bat+talion had
moved back to the Rly line but they weren't there, so »e started
to w=alk further back. e walked about 3 miles from +hs Rly
station and walked into the German lines. e were taken prisoner
and disarmed, our food and »ater were slso tezken from us, The
Germans had no food or waterwith them. There were nine of us g
in our party. e were *he second party captured. The Germens
carried only rifles, bayonet, with 30 rourds of ammunition in :
a leather belt at*ached *o this was alsn an entrenching +ool.

“hen we were *aken prisoner thé Germen sent a |
runner back and he ran into Major Barham's party, Major Barham |
chalienzed him but the German did not answer. They both drew
nistols and both *he Major and the rumnef were killed. ¥e
sar Major Barham buried at 1400hrs the nert day. The German
vas g private., Further of onr troops came strapggling in, some
2/4, 9/8, Anti-Tank Regt., some N.Z, Machine Gunners, a few
Englid soldiers, and a fax Greeks, about 250 altogether., They
took up 2 position facing towards Servia st about 003Chrs,

*We rere marched through their position to en area 50yvds in
fron* of their lines. ‘e were allowed to smoke and light metches.
"hen davm came ~e were fired on from our ovn lines. There was
M.G, fire, Artillery, and Anti-Tank Rifle, 2nd as soon as they
began hitting our chans, Lieut, Copeland got a ~hite sheet from
a Greek and began waving it. The fire from our Tines did not
stop and the German fired through us, The Germans must have
used the weapons and ammunition taken from ns to retaliate becanse
ther had very little of their orn. "hen e began to spread out
the Germans comentrated their fire on us: it was murder *o move,

'NX 5097 Cpl LANE, P.A, continuing..e.eeseenunnes

As soon as I could I meBe a hreak to the right

of the German position, and came *+¢ 2 shellor furrow in the
%{gﬁnd and stayed there a vhile. A chap in front of me was hit 3

e bullet so0 I decided to moke another..cece-
GBER..
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break for it. I ren about 50yds and got into a erop about 4" high,

I *hen began to dig with my pocket knife and scraped the dirt out
with my h%nds. I made & hole sbout 4" deep and banked the dirt up

to protect me from the builets from our ovm troops. I staved there |

until the firing ceased.

NX3654 Pte CAMPBELL, G.C. continuingec.cos.s

When the firing started I could not* move tecause
my legs were frozen. I later made tro at*empts to strugale
back fowards the German lines, but could not get very far. I got

a tin mug out of my pocket 2nd began digrinZin the ploughed ground. |

I dag a hole about 4  deep, °' long, and about 15" wide, I stayed
thers for six hours. At sbout 11 o'clock German planes machine
gurned our troops and they moved back. The Germans then gathered
Those who could walk and took us back to the cross roads.

NX5323 Pte STEEL, E. con*invingececececacess

"hen the firing began I rememberedhe banked up
road behind the Serman line: and decided it was the only cover
and vhen we made a break I ran through the German line and got
behind the road where I wasioined by another Australian an? two
Germans with s machine gun. Other Austr-lians followed as and
when thev could. All vho got across stayed there until the fire

j stopped. The two Germans with the machine gur stopped us eoing

any further.
STATE!I{E{T COHTII'FUING'. sevvans e seasesss bt TEN
\ <
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Then the firing ce=sed fthe Germans had their
first roll call. There were 123 of us and over 20 of this No.
vere wounded. They would not let us help the wounded lving in

- !
front of the German lines. More CGerman troops were coming through.

-

Nobody had esceped up to this time. They ma~ched the walkirg
vounded back to the dressing station and the rest of us back te
the cross-roads, vherethey made us carry stones to repair the
road blown by our %roops. It wmsimpossible to fill in the hole

!

so they mede us pull down a wooden building and construct a bridee

over the swampy ground.

During the afternoon the pass was bombed by two

lots of Bpitikk Aircraft, 6 the first time and 9 the second time . %

Bd h these at*acks were unsuccessful. German convoys were going
on roads hranching to the right and left of us. The convoys
consisted of Bpitikh Chevrolet Tprucks, British VB's, Bedfords,
and Morris trucks, and they had Bren Guns mounted for Anti-
Aircraft. ¥ finished the bridge sbout 5 o’clozk in the after-
noon and were sent back along the road without a guard. On the
way back the pass vas again bombed by British Aircraft, This
at+ack was successful and hit the road, hit three *rucks, and
killed quite a number of Germans. Ceptain Abnderson was in charge
of our party at this time. The Germans had been very friendly
up till the *ime of the successful raid by our Aircraft. e
marched back *o VEVE, where the ADOLPH HITLER REGIMENT had its
E.d. They had the words Adolph “itler" on a vhite band on the
left slesve. We stayed with them the night. They treated us
very well, they gave us rice stew fo eat, they pave us straw to
sleep on in = building nearby.

We moved out at 5 A M, the next morning.....
OQVER
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end went back abouf 6 miles where we halted till 3 p.m.

An Officer from the 2/8 Bn who could speak Dutch and a Greek
set @y for a village 3 miles away. Then they reached the
village we heard M,G, fire and they did not come tack.

Ve moved out onto the road and Captain Andersorn arranged fof
the walking wounded to be picked up by the German Ambulances
(Campbell here had conversation with a German Don R.),

At 3 p.m. we started off agaiﬁ?ﬁﬂg Rly 1line and ceme to the
village of 3ETH,

¥e tried *o buy food at the Greek hounses but
ware unsuccessful. e mere %0ld *o 20 5 miles further on to
& large village. ™2 went on to this village bu* were prevented
from entering it by a German on a mo*or-bike. This Germen wore
a nickel-plate on his chest held round his neck with a chain.
On the pla*e were written the words, "FELDGENDARMES, It vas
almost dark and he sent us on to FLORINA vhich wes about 12
miles away. e pushed on towards FLORINA and at about 11 o'elock
an Easter Hondsy night when about 2 miles from HLORINA e
stopped for & rest. %e made our escape here by hiding in a deep
drain vhen the others moved off. Te hit across country into
the hills behind "LORINA for about 10 miles and halted at 3 a.m.
“e cr~wled into a big thorny bush and went to sleep. e had a
lit*le food fmfth which ve had taken from one of our own trucks
vhich had been burned on the side of the road. "e had hidden
this food 2nd noone knew we had it, e h=d one tin of bully
beef, one fin of Ham and Veal and four packets of biscuits.

-
-
-y

%e had also picked up & couple of blankets slong the rosd. We !

left this position at 1400hrs on Tuesday sand decided o make
back fo the position we had occupied before our withdrawal as

we knew food had been left there. ¥e climbed the highest ?
mount-in to get our bearings and found that our previons
position was fen miles to the South. ¥e got doen to the bottom
of *he mountain to a stram vhich we could no* cross as it ras
then *0o0 dark to move we decided to spend the nicht there. e
crossed the stream in *he morning 2nd met a shepherd boy who
gave us bre=d and took us *o a village. 4n old men in the
village advised us to go to FL'RINA and give ourselves np. We
arrived 2t our ol? position at sbout § o'elock in the afternoon
and found that all ths fond had cone, there were no arms or
armunition there either, so we decided to walk %o Albania.

We stayed the night in a church and in the morning
met some Greek soldiers coming back from Rumania., ¥e again
sav the peasant boy who took our overcoats, blankets, and
groundsheets, and in return gave us peasant clothing. e then
set off to walk to Turkey. ™e moved towards VEVE across the
rond between German convoys and on over the hills *o the edge of °
& lake vhere ve slept in a barn, In the morning we sar soldiers
coming from e nearby village, thev were Gresk soldiers moving
back &0 we joined them.

o et g b 1 B 4 e k1 Y o it mpapese = h T = e wee

- e travelled along the main road ‘o within 16
kiles of JALONICA ; this w=s on the 22 App.4]1,
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Here we met 2 Greek who could speak English and he told us
that THRACE had been taken so we could no% get through fo
Turkey. We stayed here +*hree days and then set out for
ATHENS through CORIN(S. Two miles North of CORINGS the
Germans had made a big aerodrome on the sea shore, on a )
mountain above it they have a beacon which is heavily guarded
we think i+ was for zuiding 'planes back to the aerodrome.
Thev also have a sea-'plane base here, ve saw them bringing
an aluminium speed boat o the aerodrome,

e then went down through KATRINA along the Rly
line, we left the Rly line and went into LEPTORARYA arrived
there on "9 Avr.41, , then to KARYA and on *o ELLISON, dovmn
the river *o KOYIST. ‘e stayed there the nigh* and the next
dey went on to ANALOPSIS and stayed there from the first +ill
the Sixth May, 1941. Here we got Greek tunics ané went on
as Greek soldiers. On the roed at DAMASOULI the Germans had
2 camp and there seemed *o be ~bout four bat*alions there.
Here thev were repairing their drmaged trucks, we sfayed
that night on the Pinias river and then went down to PHARSLIA,
This zas on 8 May 41. ¥e went further South and met 2 Greek
vho *old us *hat foed #2s very short in Athens so we *urned
Morth again. ™We caught a train on 11 May 41 *o VOL®S and
began to walk over a mountain towapds POURI. On the top of
the mountains we met & men who told uvs that there some other
soiiers in POURI,

Ye went down o ZAGORA but the police wonld
not le* us enter *he town. ¥e stayed that night outside the
town and set of ¥ for POIRL the next morning. iHalfway there
we met a peasent who took us back *o ZAGORA where we stayed
that nigh* and the following day. On the 14 May 41 we
arrived ot HORIFDA and .#~yed there until 21 May 41. Here
we were joined by >jt Skerrett, Pte Harvey, Pte Thomson, and
Pte ilson a New Zealander. e got a boal on 22 May 41 to
SKIATAGS. We walked across the island and met Pte Uwynne,
Pte Donnelly, Pte Wallace, and Pte Byers, thence *o the island
of ALONISIS, arriving there 99 May 41, e steyed here 10 days.

Thile we were in ALNISIS we met a man named
John Hannes ~ho *old us that one English pilot, three officers,
and five 0.Rs,, were beine hidden by a priest on *he islsnd
of EBIO, He gave us particulars of =n unoccupied island
which might be useful if at zny time ve wished ‘o get stores
into Greece. He *0ld us that he would collect all the !
English troops from the varions i.land. and asked if we could
make aprrangements *o have them taken off the island of
ALONISI>, He would look ont every Sundsy night from 12
o'clock urtil ? s.m., on the »,E. side of the i-land, if
naval vessels wanted to get into ‘ouch with him threy should
flash a light between *hese honrs and he wulé go out to them
in his fishing boat.

We then went on *o SKYRQ =2nd stayed there four
days, then to ANTI-SIRA and from ‘there up the culf of SNMYRNA
to IZMIR, where we staved three days,
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then to ALEYANDRET A for four days and on to MERSINE vhere
we stayed iwo days, On 26 Jun 41 we boarded a Polish boat
“Warsaw and arrived in Haifa on 29 Jun 41,

e
CONVERSATION BET7EREN Pte CAMPBRLL, C.C, and a GERMAN DON R.

On the second day after I was taken prisoner
we were waiting on the road and I got into converation with
a German Don R, He said that we were on our way back to
Germany so th=t he coul? *alk freely. He fold me that the
German Army comprised of Aged Groups, and *hese Ape Groups
were indiceted on the lorries that carried them, Aa"S5"
indicated thzt the tpuck carried *h= wouneg ace Group (men
between 18-22yrs), "BL" indicated the medium age group,
and "PH" the oidest group. It was compulsory for sll Germans
of 21 years to do fwo years in the army and six months in
a labour camp. In mar +ime they only did the two vears Army
training, A German could join the Army voluntarily on
attaining his 18+h Birthdxy. He told me about the "floek"
gun vhich was 1i¥e a two pounder it had about a 12 foot
berrel end was s dusl purpose Anti-tank, Ack Ack gun., He
talked 2 lot =bout ~» new =nti-Tank gun which could penetrate
47 steel. The Army that was in Bpeece was the crack Army
and was called the Y 11 Army, and consisted of picked Reots
of all the provinces in Germany. Troops from the provinces
had the sign of fhe province painted on the side of the truck.

A1l Germen troops carried a respirator on their

belt but said Germany wrould never use gas, and *hat the war
would be ovef in seven months. He could not undeprstand why
we stapted the war because we h-d good countrr. He was anite
emphatic that Churchill had started the war. There was =
special Goy of photographers who =ant into the front line

to take ph%ﬁrpphs whenever the troops were in action,
Artillery was drawn by tractor cars. The first convoys after
an action carried bridging meterial, only staff vehicles
carry —ireless.

OBSERVATIONS MADE BY Pte CAMPBELL, C.C,

The tan"s used bv *“e Germ=ns were Mark 1V
Tank and each one carried = motorcvele ~nd sidecar on ‘he
heck of it. Even *the kitchens were mounted on trucks and
meals were being conked as *he convoys moved along.
Each unit seens *o be entirely self-supporting, fawl for
the convoys is carried in 10ton tankers with M,A.Y, Diesel

Ingines.
5
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3ub ject Anti-T Obstacles e

To. C.E. Western Drzert Forecs

From &/TIE Toorulr

Tae followl:; wotes are forvrded In connscticn with experiences
gained in ragznt cnsratlons,

1.

V.s broke through our outer perimeter
tenk diteh nxisted, and bDenetratad
S waey did IOT abtbosnt to raduce cur verimster
whic remainsd undér cover unitil the enminy

1ion had baen brought up injorries, T
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5iven cvredit for 203si0ly two or three tanzs,
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Wy coptured somebime later, stated that the gaps
iz P oongalera torpedoss (exrlosive lached %o a
i sFnt denzths ef ocur perimasar oinarialds were
o to the atiacl, Owing to the werimess of
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4, Actlon telren s a result of lessons of 2nd Attazclk

(a) Owing to lack of A/Tl mines it has beon impossinle to streng-
then or extend the existing remaining tactical minefields, or to 14y
any new ones; all tracks :nﬂ routas throurb this tictical =inefield

have been closed b7 nmines a2nd the outer mark_dg cairns have veen radiced

in number ' ) .

{v) OwipP Yo the exizencicz ol the sibtuation and the inaccessoollity
of certain —reas cwing to enomy fire, all reraininf wmines have besn
issued to be sut in grotcctive minefields tehind ocur wire in cerczin
"soft" places on our biue line, Practicallw ¥ 21l of trhis work nas had
to be done at nignt €ime, with & certain nuzber of casun l tiss due %o

enewy fire.

S. Qther Obstaclos.

{ tne Blue line, stone son<ter vo
Ttaliin sangar walls beoar NO rel

r of thew however heve baen bo
arzoinst cnemy tanlks, out 2l cen hose to do is monontirily to
halt their vrogress, excose thei "beilied" and thus allow cup g/?:
wecpons & chonce =t & betier shot of them,

(o) Smail senger wills ond stallog ditches with sparapets kave
been erected in semli circles avout 700 ¥ds from our gun nwositio ons,
designed for the same purpose as (a) above. These nave not Leeon
testcd out, |

(c) Dumery tactiC'
value has HOT been tes

(2} In certain streteh
£

es5 0
bean cracted recently; thz o0ld
ffeitn
i

¢
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1
to our schemz of dcfence,
the

I "1 fd

~
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lds have becsn consiructad, but thaip
at

‘8. Otker Dafensive Moaosures,

(2) One of the main provlems is the defeat of the cnemy dive-
bomber and the usucl measurcs sueh as d1*"1ng in men znd v*.*clﬂs,
ercction off dwmny trenchcs, anlucnqLQDu, cte., hlberniuth Dosit:ions,

and extensive usc of comoufls rc employed, Meazures hzd veen DU
in band for the nrosection of uhe eesentizl 1psta174t' 5, 1ncluc*nu
water supplics It 1z note orthy to record that En- dbj 10? the firat

tinc the enemy madb & detarmined efrort agiinst oumr wator suvnliy inst-
allations, and lusourh some ecasualtics oecurred - amorn: E"ﬁlnccr'
personnel no serious damage wog done, but thig i- wanﬁtv is J0T likely
to lzst, U:DL S_"gb was snelled Ny anenr "Pu’l)ﬂl», and tHL sutping st
station at UADI AUD: cnd the distillcry were 'dive ~bomed? sritn
nurmcreus and hsavy calibre bombs,

(b} Anothzr of our ain prodiems at the wresent is the proteetion

of our neriaster gosts 2nulingt aitack by AF, Vo, in conjunction with
Infentry, and by divc orsers.  Ivery 51311 imn"ov cnong poszihle is
being exploited, Unen 4 T mines are available shopt! spokes” of mines
approx 200 yds 10n“ will be nlaced cround the rosts to _mrevaent or dlse
couraze 4. T, Vs, cru‘v:ng around tiiem,

(¢} Huwmerous davices are being used against the ¢nonmy, including

i, Portzile demolition charges for dischl ing cneny A, 7, Vs,
artillery and £/T% weanong

“"""-".".L

11, !nlctov Cocl tail: Those have been used succassfully, but
carz muat ve kalan +haz tZ: Tetrol content doss T
and the i rencling weoll saturaied with @etrol,

113, for use st AP, Vs,

iv, rba feor ishing crmmnition dumos

7. smo annarabus

vi, doc“"_" ““Qa "hair-trizgor" Italinn £/ Pl mines

vil Jocblly'cada apgaratas for detonating enéimy shells and

Lombs uned o3 .Zl( Hinos.

(sd) tarmn, L. -Col.
#/D.C.E, TOLRUE,



