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TACTICAL EXERCISE _ WITH TROCPS.

MMoGs PLATOON IN WITHDRAWAL.

: “G"
REFERENCE MAPS. WOLLONGONG 1" = 1 MILE.
SKETCH 4" = 1 MILE,
VICINI WOONONA
PREPARED by. _ LIBUT. K.NICHOLLS.
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Pﬂgﬂt 2

M.M.G. PL. IN WITHDRAWAL.

OBJECT.
To exercise a M.JM.G. P1. in a withdrawal when in closs contact.

1.3380NS TO_BE BROUGHT OUT.

(1) Once troops have left one position they will go straight to the next

as quickly as they can.
I.T. 11. Sece 324 12 .

(2) Some machine guns should be detailed to form the backbone of the rear
parties, a proportion of the personnel should be sent bank to a
rendezvous in rear before the final withdrawal, leaving only the

minimum number necessary to bring the guns out of action.

I.T. 1937. Chap. X. Sec. 60/7.

NARRATIVE.
(1) 55/53 Bn. is now in a defensive position in the vieinity of WOONONA
Right Boundary (incl) M5A40 = L7B0O, Left Boundary (Incl) Mic89 -

,3B34 = "A" Coy. Riglt "B" Coy. Left.

(20 The enemy seccedded in making a landing on BELLAMBI BEACH at €@33Chrs
Opn -- Feb. and forced "A" coy. and 5 Sec. M.M.Gs to withdraw to the

line of the MAIN SOUTHERN RAILWAY with heavy logses.

(3) During the attack "B" Coy. remained in possession of their gector
inel. COLLINS ROCK = Incl WANIORA Pt. with 1 Sec. 13 PL. MiM.Ge

firing BOUTH from vicinity of COLLINS ROCK,

APPROXIMa T T AND FO OF K .
TINE EVENT.
Z-60 mims. Coy. Comdrs orders ro Pl. Comdrs.
Z=30 mins. Pl. Comdrs. orders to Sec. Comdrs.
ZERO . Withdrawal commences.
Z + 30 mins. Gun numbers withdrawe.
Z + 45 mins Last man clears line. L8B60-L4B8B1.
Z + 65mins. Occupation of position at L4C49.
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Pﬁgﬁi 3,
M.M.G. PL. IN WITHDRAWAL .

INSTRUCTIONS TO UMPIRES.

1. Note lines of withdrawal.

2. Note actions of Sec. Cpls.,

3. Note actions of Sec. Comdrs.

4, Note control of Ammn.

5. Note formations adopted.

6. Note adherance or otherwise to time table.

D.S,.NOTES.
When & M.M.G. Pl. withdwvaws, those men not required to keep the guns in
action are withdrawn first. On the command “Prepare to move mounted®
the Sec. Comdr signals for the limber, informs 8ec. Cpl. of amount of Ammn,
to be left at the guns and gives orders bto the gun numbers.
The Sec. Cpl. orders the limber to a prearranged position, turns

it roung and assists spare numbers to take off the cover and take out the
gun ehests. He sends fwd. any ammn. required. He then moves to the rendez=
vous with the whole Sec. except Nos. 1 & 2 of each gun and orderly and R.T.
He details a fresh No. 1. and No. 2 to take over the guns as soon as they
arrive back. .

On the command "MOVE" the Sec. Comdr. assists Nos. 1 & 2 to get
the stores on the limber and replace cover, All momnt on limber amd move
to rendezvous.

NG CHART.
UNIT POSITION F B
14 Fl. Fl. Comdr.

Pl. Sjt.

Sec. Comdr. 3 Sec,
Sec. Comdr. 4 Sece
Sec. Cpl.. 3 Sec.
BEE- Opll 4 SBCJ
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Page. 1.

Copy No....
55/53 BATTALICN - CAMP 1939,
TACTICAL EXERCISE WITH_TROOPS
SECTION AS NIGHT PATROL.
REFERENCE MAPS WOLLONGONG 1" = 1 Mile.

LOCAL SKETCH 1"= 100 yds.

VICINITY WOONON4  AREA'"B"
DATE 7 FEB. 39
PREPARED BY. LIEUT. A.S. HILLEN.
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Page. 2
Copy Nos...

SECTION AS NIGHT PATROL.

Object

To train a section to conduct a patrol to guard against surprise;
when the main body is in a defensive position.

Lessons to be taught.

1. The patrol will be kept as compact as possible, as the more it is
dispersed, the more difficult it is to control.
I.S.L. sec. 39 (7)

2. Silénce iw more necessary by night than by day, and the ears are even
more useful than the eyes.
I.S.L. Sec. 40 (2)

3. Success in night operations depends largely on developing by training
a " night sense" in all ranks.
I.T. IT sec. 40 (1)

_Eﬁrratigg.

1, 55/53 Bn. is in a defensive position on WOCNONAABEACH.

Boundaries RIGHT. EAST-WEST line through M 5 ¢ 47 (incl)
LEFT. EAST-WEST line through M 5 a 57 (incl)

5. The Bn. Comdr. decides that the reserve Coy. will patrol the Bn.
front every two hours. The patrol in each case to be a section
- "A" Coy. is in position at BRICKTORKS.

3, "A" Coy. Comdr. details No 1 sec. to commence the patrol at 2000 hrs.
on 7 Feb. 39.

4, No 1 Sec. Comdr. decides to commence the patrol from the SOUTHERN
END of the Bn FDLs.

INSTRUCTIONS TO UMPIRES.

Points to Note.

1. The section Comdr., having plenty of time, should recce. the
ground to be covered and hote landmarks, obstacles, and position
occupied by our own troops.

9. The section should be warned of the task and orders issued as to
arms and equipment to be taken.

3. The section will be taken over the ground as far as possible, and
the section Comdr. will give his plan and method of movement , route,
and where the section will leave Coy lines and return to same.

Give men password if any.

4. On section moving out to commence patrol, notej arms=-equipment -
whether men are quite and under control.

5. Throughout patrol, note; control=- formation - route = obedience
of men to Comdrs. orders,
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Page 3

jection as Night Patrol. Cont. Ii

5. If sec. Comdr. uses scouts, note; method of advance, and if they are
in contact with rest of section.

i+« There will be no enemy.

8. Note action when challenged.

DeSe NOTES.,

1. The ideal method of moving by night when on patrol, is in a compact
body, with the patrol leader and one or two riflemen ahead of the
remainder but visible to them.

2. One man shpuld 'be detailed to watch the RIGHT flank of the patrol,
and one to watch the LEFT, to guard against surprise.

3. & man detailed beforehand will report back to the platoon Comdr.,
should the section be attacked.

4+ The patrol will not come in contact with the enemy, but will be
challenged by an outpost of "B" Coy.
Then challenged, the main body of the patrol should go to ground.
The patrol leader will approach sentry and identify himself.

5. 'Formation should be controlled until patrol returns to its own post;
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55/53 BATTALION _ _ e 3939 .
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FLRGENCE  iiP wOLLONGONG 1% = 13 .IL:.
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AWTTACHSD SKITCH.

e R . R T

VICINITY TOONCH,, «

PRIP.JLD BY LIGIT. T RLIKLCOLT,
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Teo V57007
To practicc the LGection in the occupation of a Defensilve
vosition and to teach the following Lessone =

r’_i " ‘L.J'JFJOI Ei

The Section Comdr. is responsible that the Sec. weapong arc 80O
placed that they can hctually firc on tﬂu grounc allotted
-t:} 't:.]'.l...-l.ﬁa I;D;L,‘ :qun 4'6 (2 vl

3ee o aRRLTIVI,
55/53 Bn, is preparing BuLluw.3I 35.CH for derence against o
landing by = forcign power .. 5 Pl.h:.s ben 1lluttﬂﬂ an nrec
_’t thn L-J...i.'l-! I ) 5 10 Uf F.II.JJLJG-- .,J_L .{“.RDJ _-E..}:-C_I; r.rC 5]:"1- Elllﬂth{.pﬁ.
1 Yec. apost at the LTULP HOLIS with instructions 1o prepar.
it for dcfence.

4,..0,0. 5Fl. issuea his orders at the LIULP HOLIS =nd 1 5ec, Condr.,
notce resd as follows:=

TOPOGR EHY : _ '
This 15 STULE HOL#S, on thc left TiNCE CORNLR,; in front 1is
TLLABI BRaCH, oa the righlt 1 BALL“LBI POIET.

INFOR: wTION ,

AWl cnemy 1nnd1n" is expected at aawn to=morrow, "s' COy
has becn 2llotted the arca froi here to SULL.IBI POINT
to Gofena,

INT .NTION. _ _
5 P1, will occupy a dufensive position in STULP HOLIOL-
FINCE CORWYER arcn snd preperc section positions,

JETHOD ,

Forward scction, 2, 1 and 4, 2 Gec on left just insidc
FINCD CORNER. 1 Scc. herc »t STUNP HOLES 4 Scc. on right
rbout 40yds, from herc. 3 Hecs ?eucfvu Sce to take up
pnaltlun just in reor of thosc other STUNP HOLIS between
1 and 4 Sccse

5...The Section arca was markcd by thc Pl. Comar., st
1 5¢ce. Comdr. wmedce his receecc ond issucd Nls OTXracrs 4B fol Lo

TOPCGR.PHY ,

On our leit is /.3iC4 CORNuWR,; that is BIII. GBI 35..CH nnu_
BaliacBI BPOINT awoy to the Tights alvoursrcel i TRy, Lo
snd a~lgo SLLUGHTAR HOUBL. Thac position herc 18 ST 0L i,

INTORILITION o

in cnemy landing is cxpected on BELLLlBI BL.CH at dcim
tomorrew morning. Rigce, iz on.our .lcft ot fonco corncr

40 yds to our right is 4 Pec., & in rear between us .. 4 wec.
ig 3 Bec, in resecrve.

INTENT IOK .
] Bec. wiil occupy this position gnd prepare it for def:znce
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Page. 5,

Jaad UL .

?ll megbegs will dig pits % link them up to form Sec., Post
Sec. Comdre, places gec, on their ositions & s ] :

marking out the task,) E i v

On completion of first task 3 ~ 4 will d4i ] ;

: r g a latrine ° the
remeinder of the Sec., will go to the dump and draw wire ~
matgr}alﬁ Lo erect the apron fence in front of the Pl
position, .

On completion of wiring,tasks 2& 3 will be done & th

: oT v y L : % en Lyr
plan prepared " night firing arrangements made, g
Any Questions.

2T TLATLD TTLING .

Z hrs, —ec, Comdr. assembles Jec & exercises is
: Expl ain&d.
. #+5 to 0 Pl.Comdr, issues his orders to 1 Sec, Coudr.

+ 10 to 20 Sec., Comdr, makes his recce. & issues his
oraers,
+ 20 to 140 Sec. prepareg Position,

e

(I

|l

+ 145 to 155 Sec. occupies position tasks explained to
men.,
& + 155 to 1/5 Directors Conference

Z + 160 Conclusion of H@xercise.
OGANISATION.
1 Sec. ; 1 N.,C.0, & 6 lien,
Director Pl, of Pl. being exercise.
ADMINISTRATION,
Stores Heguired.
Shovels (.9, 7
Bags, Sand, 500
Pickets, long 20
5 Short, 40
hire,barbed.cuilﬂ 9 (6Hyds)
Y " 2 (130yds)for diagonal
B8ticks,windlass." 10 S i
Pliers, Prs, 1

Gloves if desired

In the occupation of g Sec, post the ¥1l, Comar., will point

out the.actual area of the post, and the Sec., Condr. is tuaen

respomsible for the marking wvat of the tasks. He must be

i?rgithathvery'megher of the Sde¢, will have a good field
r'e., rlre positions should be gelected wi t

close to the ground. T

It is necessary_fur preparation for night firing to be

Carrled out as it may still be dark when the enemy land snd

the Sec, Comdr, should have arranged his fire plan sothat

fire can be broucght down on the whole of the Sec, front,

~ RCDIG1023530



Page.#.

Lessons 1 Contd. | %
Within the Sec, its fire power consists of rifle and grenade
and the possibility of using grenades should not be overlooked
especially as we are in prepared positions and grenades fired
on parties in course of disembarkation from small boats

would be very demoralising as well as effective.

The preparation of a defensive position requires practice

by all members of the Sec., before it can be carried out
efficienc¥ly.

For grenades to be fired by night from a position,needs
constant practice in grengde training and the ranges would
need to be calculated by day.

2., Agction of 1 SBec, Comdr., on receiving his orders .
As soon as the Pl, Comdr., has finished issueing his orders,
the Sec, Comdr. should see that all ranks have been issued
with tools and issue his orders on the site of the post,
Then the tasks should be marked out and digging commenced.
Then he work out his fire plan and from time to time inform
his Pl, Couwdr, of his progress.

OLDR'S ORDiRS =~ Read suggested orders in Ixercise Page3

The Sec, Comdr, in his orders has made his intention quite
clear and it is only left to the Sec., to use any material
available to construct the post,in the least possible time,
as 1t is necessary to obtain all the rest possible before
dawn,so that the Sec, will be fresh for t he task ahead of it,
It will be noted@ that the task of wiring is the P1. Comdr's
responsiblity and that it is not started till the position is
well under way. The Sec, Comdr, knowing this has included in
his orders arrangements for the wiring party, It is always
necespary when preparing a defensive position to first get
get under cower and then erect obstacles, The Pl. Comdr,.
decides the type of wiring,if it is not laid down by Coy.
and from Coy., Comdrs, fire plan,he decides the best position
for the wire, The Role of wire in defence is to force the
enemy into the belt of fire arranged in various fire plans.

onmC

_E%ﬁh—-
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Page 1,
Copye NOseesosne

C CI OPS

REFERENCE MAPS, WOLLONGONG 1" = 1 MILE
SKETCH 8% = 1 MILE,

VIOmNITY WOONONA

7th _FEBRU

i1 SO LIEUT, N. PEACH,
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PAGE 2.

RIFLE_SECTION IN DEFENCE

OBJECT . To teach the personnel concerned the lessons set out amd to -
exercise them on some of the duties of a Rifle Section in defence,

LESSONS TO BE TAUGHT. Prodedure for occupying a Section Post,
I.S.Ls Sec. 48 (2),

Having got into position the Sec. Comdr must make sure that his

men understand the tactical situation, their task and genaral
r outine,

I.5.L. Sec. 48 (3)

N ’
i1§ As part of the general beach defence No, 1 Fl.(rioht Fwd,
Pl. "A" Coy) received instructions to wccupy a position EAST
of the intersection of the Main Railway Line and Bellambi Tramway

the forward edge of the belt of F.D.Ls. being the line where the
sand meets the grass.

(2) The enemy is not expected to reach the v cinity of WOONONA
Beach €8r at least 48 hours.

(3) The Pl. Comdr. received hbe orders at 0945 hrs.
(4) The position is to occupied by 1010 hrs.

(5) Whilst the Fl. Comdr. was making his recce. the Pl. was

moved to the intersection of the Main Railway Line and Bellambi
Tr amway .

(6) The P1, Comdr No. 1. Pl. decided to occupy the position with

three’fesss Fwd. No. 2. Right, No. 3. BGentre No.4. Left and No.l.
Sec. in regervs.

(7) The Pl, Comdr. met the Sec. Comdrs, amd pin pointed the Sec.
Poste as indicated in Local Sketch.

(8) No.1. Sec. Comdr. was then given the following additional
instructions and information g= i

() The arc of his Section (Shuwn on Sketch)
(b) Special task to assist No.3. Sec,

(¢c) Fire will be opened when the enemy advances from the
beach.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1023530



Page 3,

RIFLE SECTION IN DEFENCE.

INSTRUCTIONS TO UMPIRES.

(1) The enemy will not be represented by men.

(2) You will act as P1. Comdr to the time when the Sec. Comdr has been
allotted his Sec. Post,

(3) Although it is not anbticipatdd that an enemy will land within 48 hrs.
and therefore might cause certain laxity with regard to the posting of
gentries, it 18 intended that all precautions should be taken by
++ . ¢4he BeecdrComdr. and that the correct procedure as set out in I.5.L.
Sec. 48/(2) are adopted.

(4) The lessons to be taught maikly deal with the man who acts as Sec.
Comdr. It is intended however that the personnel of the Sec. be br
brought into the picture. This can only be done by questioning.
This also has the effect of maintaining discipline.

(5) A1l phases of the work of the Sec. must be dealt with in criticism
but the lessons to be taught as already set out must be emphasised.

(65 Time allowed for the exercise:-

(a) Sec+ Comdrs Recce. 5 Mins.
(b) Orders to his men and actual
occupation. 10 Mins.
(c) Organization and routine
arrangemerts. 10 Mins.
(@) Criticism 10 _Ming,

Total 35 Ming,

POINTS TO NOTE

(?) Whether each man understands the role of his Sec,
(a) The role of his Sec.

(b) The general situation.

(8) Whether each man can describe the topography to his front after
he has been turned about.

(9) Whether the Sec. Comdr sites each weapon position with the eye
close to the ground.

It is suggested that before commencing the exercise you refer to
"Notes for Junior Umpires Feb. 1935" and I.S.L.
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COPY NOsesoonseo

55/53 _BATTALION, CAMP 1939,

TACTICAT, EYERCISE WITH ROPS »

s G —— A — ——— E— ———

RIFLE SECTION WITHDRA¥AL.
AREA "B
NCE MAP WOLLONGONG 1" = 1 MILE.
SKETCH _____1" = 350 Yards.
VICINITY WOONON&

7 - TiZBRUARY 1929

PREPARED by LIEUT. G.C.GIBB
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Page 2.

BJECT «
To teach the personnel of a rifle section the lessons here-

under set out and to exercise them in a withdrawal from close quarters.

LESSONS
Whatever the method afopted a running fight must be avoided

at all costs.
I.T. Vol. 11. Bec. 32 (12)

The position selected should be that from which it is easy to with-
dwaw unobserved from the ground and air, and which éffords concealment

and. from which long range fire can be developed. |
| I.T. Wol. 11. Bec. 32 (9).

SITAUTION. ' :
1w 55/53 Bn. as part of 14 Inf Bde. is holding a defensiv

pesition from Flat Rocks to Woniora Foint. |
24 No.l. Pl. sector is ©-
- Right . {1nc1} M5 ¢c 47 =L 7 a 92
Left (excl) M5 a 69 -L 3 ¢ 97, .
3. No.1 Bec. is occupying a position north of BELLAMBI POINT as |

- ghown on sketch,

NARRATIVE.

4, . A successful landing having been made by NORTHLAND forces
. with which Australia is at Wer, No.1. Pl. has been complded to with~-

draw in accordance with a prearranged plan. -

Se The plan provided for Coy. H.Q« in Copse southeast of
- WOONONA SIDING.

6. Essential parts of Pl. Comdrs orders were as follows i
(a) 4 Bec. will be the reserve sec. at Pl. HeQ.

(b) 1 Sec. will commence to withdraw at Z plue 10 mins.
(¢) 1 Sec. will Rv. at GROVE. which is P1, H.Q.

(d) When P1, has rd. at GROVE, Pl. will withdraw to Coye.
H-q- at ﬂJPEE.

Te 1 Sec. was given the following instructions amd information :=

(a) 1 8ec will withdraw from its position along fence to
intersection of railway line, then along side of
reilway line to TANNERY Through TANNERY and along
bushes to GROVE.

(b) The Bec. must have completed the withdwawal by Z plus
20 mins.
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PH.E'E s .
RIFLE SECTION WOTHDRAWAL,

32:3- ﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂi

The enemy will be represented by troops with white arm bands and hat
bands.

The exercise is intended to bring out certian lessons aataat out on
page 2., and also the Sec. Comdrs. sequence of orders etce

rawal for the section is as follows 3~
higass; nfT;itggc.-will'withd'uw from its position due West untiihzgf
tremline is reached. Crossing over the line, a um§11 r::tﬁzuiur;:i s
from which observation of the ;g;mgﬁmaybbefigizzzsnagha e
detection. The tramway line w en be ’ i h
kberry bushes on the ’

between the tramway line and the blac
i:ﬁinh gives excellent cover from the beach. The lineizéli ?: zi:zﬂ;g
at the tannery gates, and the sec. will cut through to the le
the tannery, and from there up the Grove.

8. TO NOTE.

1 Whether the line of withdwawal has been recced.by the Bec. Comdr.
and if so, how and whems

2 Whether the Sec. Comdr, clearly indicates to the Section the line
of withdrawal so that no confusion will take place.

3. Thether the Sec. Comdr indicates who will withdra:ﬁfi;::ﬁd::ial
whtther anyone is detailed to keep up the fire to cover tae
of the main body.

T™e withdrawal from the tannery gates t: the gz;v:ya:;:I:HEEQPEi:
i doubt be rang
at the double, as the tannery will no : . i
by slowly withdrawing irom P

R s made a careful reccee. he would

is important, as had the 8ec. Comdr. S
:Ei: n:ticgd thatlthe route through the tannery was in?iai:t;ﬂ ;:lnz?a
enemy and therefore a quick withdrawal could be made from
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Page. 1.

Copy No....
55/53 BATTALION - CAMP 1939.
TACTICAL EXERCISE WITH TROOPS.
SECTION WITHDRAWAL
REFERZINCE MAP. LOCAL SKETCH 16" = 1 Mile.
VICINITY WOONONA __ARE4 "A"
DATE 8 FEB 39.
PREPARED BY. LIEUT. D.E.BOVMAKER.
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Page. 2.

Object.
To exercise the Section in the action of a withdrawal by day.

Legsons to brought out.

(a) When withdrawing on a timed programme the Comdr. of t he force
lays down definite times up to which certain positions are to be

denied tc the enemy . I.T, Vol IT sec. 32. 8.

9(b) The positions selected(during the withdrawal) should be those from
which it is easy to withdraw unobserved from ground and =ir,
and which afford concealment. I.T. Vol IT Sec, 32/ 8

(¢) It is important that the enemy should remain in ignorance
as long as possible of the commencement of t he withdrawal.,

I.Tl Vol 1X SEG= 32: 13=

Nerraotive

1. The 55/53 Bn. is holding a defensive position the line of the
WESTERN SIDE OF WOONONA BEACH facing EAST between COLLINS ROCK
and BELLAMBI PIER with two Coys. fwd. :nd one in reserve.

2. "A" Coy. right, has three pls. fwd. and one in reserve.

3, 3 Pl, is on the right of Coy. Coyls right boundary is BENT TREE-
BRICK SIDING.

4., 12 Sec.(reserve) in position MARSHY HOLLOW.

5. Following Naval bombardment at 0400 hrs. on 8 Feb. enemy attacked
in considerable force and C.0. 55/53 Bn. ordered general
withdrawal to positions indicated on MAIN SOUTH COAST RLY.

Troops to deny present positions until 0530 hrs.

6+ Included in Bl.Comdr. orders were:-

(a) No withdrawal of fwd. troops before 0520 hrs.

(b) 12 Sec. to cover withdrawal of fwd. troops.

(¢) 12 Sec. to be at Pl.Rendezvous by 0540 hrs.

(d) Pl.Rendezvoug at GROVE.

7. After recce. 12 “ec, Comdr. issues orders as fpllows:~-

(a) Line of with@pawal by way of FENCE- T'WAY - TANNERY
'GRO‘JE . .

(b) Sec. rendezvous at TANNERY GATE on T'WAY.

(c) Sec. to commence thinnimg out at 0525 hrs. and
complete by 0530 hrs.
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Narrative. Contd,

Note.

Tt is to be noted that normally the reserve Sec. of Pl. would withdraw
first and prceed straight to Pl. R.V. But in order to make the best use
of ground available, the proccedurevoutlined in narratiéve has been

adopted.
APPROXIMATE TIMETABLE AND FORECAST OF EVENTS.
TIII'J!_E_ . PT—— i - E?EHT [ "
Z = 10 : Sec. Comdr. issues orders.
Zero : Fwd, troops commence thinning out.

Z *+ 15 : Withdrawal of Fwd. troops complete and 12 Sec.
é¢ommence thinning out.

Z + 20 : 12 Sec. rendezvous at TANNERY GATE.

Z * 25 t 12 Sec. reaches Pl. rendezvous.

INSTRUCTIONS TO UMPIRES .

Own Troops, Points to note.

Particularly note issue of orders by Sec, Omdr.- how describes
rendezvous = how Sec. acts on his ordersg. Method used to thin out
troops, when Sec. Cmdr. leaves position, whether Sec. Comdr. makes
provision for attack during withdrawal, what action is taken at Sec .
rendezvous.

Enemy Points to Note.

Note acticn of Sec. Comdr. of "Enemy Sec." on commencement of
withdrawal =~ observe control over Sec. = types of fire orders given
whether any attempt is made to harass Sec. as it withdraws.

D.Ss NOTES.

Sec. Comdr. on receipt of orders from Pl. Comdr. must carry out quick
and thorough recce. Hold his section well in control at all times-
staedy the men during critical time of withdrawal. Select good line of
withdrawal offering concealment from enemy and aircraft. Sec. must carry
out withdrawal strictly to timetable.

sec. Comdr. must make provision for local protection and for guiding
men to Sec. Rendezvous,
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PECE 2.

TACTICAL __ EXERCISE WiTH  TA007S.

- ETEOE. R

L.M.G. SECTION IN DEFENCE.

_OBJECT, . To taach and exercise a L.M.G. Section in some of the duties
' wailst in a defensive position.

LESSONS TO BE_TAUGHT »

i. dections must be so placed that each is able to assist &t
leest one other Section by firing across its front or past
its flanks when the attack reaches close quarters.

T.8.0e Becs 4443 (1)
| 2. The Section weapons are placed so that they can actually
| fire on the ground allotted. The Sec. Comdr, must there-
fore select the positions of tlhs weapons with his eye
close to the grouna.
: IrSnL: Hac. 46, 2
3. Haviag explained to the Sec. the general position and the
situation of Pl. H.Q. and of the neighbouring Sec posts the
See. Comdr. should rehearse STAND TO 40 make ce-tain that
ecch man knows his position and duties. fis should question
the men from time to time and make surs thet they understand
the orders and names of the prominent lsndmarks. The peraonnsl
of thonaSsc Post should study the ground in the vicinity of
the post so that they can find their way ebout in the dark
if necsasary.
ILSEL1 :‘?acu 4.8 .

NARRATIVE?
1. On the morning of 6 Feb, an Australian Warship had wirelessed
that enemy transports had been sigated two days eail easd
of the coast and moving in a westerly direction, svidently

with the intention of landing cn the eagtern Australian Coast.

| 9. h&s pert of the general beach defence acheme 5 Pl. as cenire
Fwd. Pl. of B Coy. was ordered to take up a defensive position
east of Brickfields. the belt of F.D.L's, being giten as
a iine abouh 50 yards from the sea-

(A2

The P1. wes to be in occupaiion by 1500 hrs: on 7 Febo

ee— -
E—

S

S S — ;
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L.M-G. SECTION IN DEFENCE.

G R LT e ey

1'1- Cﬂl‘ﬂd]"ts PL-‘:LI‘_I_L

4. The Pl. Comdr No. 5. FPl. decided to occupyiane positiosn wiith Lhree
Secs. Fwd.; No., 2 right, 3 centre, 4 left and 1 reserve.

5. The Pl. having been brought %o a point within a hundred vazds of the
position the Fl. Comdr halted and rested the men. Calling the RBac.
comdrs he went forward to select and point out the Sec Pesliione.

6. The Pl. Comdr issued his orders and to Ko. 4 fec Comdr gave the
following information:-

{a) Arc of fire of the Section.

(b) Special fire task = to sufport 3 and 2 Secs by firing acroes
their front.

INSTRUCTIONS TO UMPIRES .

POINTS TO NOTE.

1. Whether the Sec Comdr makes arrangements for carrying out night
firing by placing a piece of stick in front of the position as an
aiming mark , care being taken to keep within the.allotted arc.

2. Whether the gun is sighted with the eye-ta-!!% ground to obtain a .
good field of fire; and whether a range csrd made ocul.
3. Wnether each man hog studied tho grovmd ia the wislniiw i the peat,

U i

£ v should be in poeition and lo2les 3y night. By dzy they man
concealed but ready for instant sction.

. No man to leave his position without permission cof the Sac. Lomir.

i

6. drrangements for rifle imspsction, No £ mors than cene man L0 Le
cleaning his rifle atthe game +time,

7. Arrangements for care of feet and sanitation.
8. Rehearge STAND TO.

9. Post double sentries at night.
10, Work out a Sentry roster.
11 Fix Bayonets at night,

12 Give information about patrols which may be going out at night.
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Copy«lNosue

55/53 BATTALION = GAMP 1939.

TACTICAL EXERCISE WITH TROOPS.

I.l__lJT."'E -I.E} " _I_N _DEFENCE .

REFERENCE MAPS. JOLLONGONG 1" = 1 Mile.
LOCAL SKETCH 1%"= 50 yds.

VICINITY WOONOMi  4RE. "B"
DATE 6 FEB. 39.
PREPARED BY. LIEUT. A.S.HILLEN

— I
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Object.

To teach and exercise a L.M.C. section in the occupation of a section
post in defence.

Lessons _to be taught.

1., The selection of a fire position for any task depends on:-

(1) A good view of the ground or target to be covered by fire.

(2) Cover forthe section, from the ground and air observation
and from fire.

(3) Ability to use its weapons freely.

(4) Ability to approach the position under cover.
I-S.Lt. SEG- 13 (1)-

2. As soon as the section is dug in, and the orders have been given,
the section Comdr. must organise the routine to be followed while
the section is in position. I.S8.L. Seé.48 (4).

Narrative.

Enemy transports have been sighted about 3 days sail from WOLLONGONG
and it is expected a landing will be attempted on the SOUTH COAST.
The 14 Inf, Bde. is occupying a defensive position from WANIORA POINT
to BELLAMBI POINT.

"A" Coy. 55/53 Bn. has been allotted the SOUTHERN END of WOONONA
BEACH with No 1 Pl. as LEFT fwd platoon.

No 2 sec. has been ardered to occupy a section post near the end of
fence about M5 ¢ 49. ( 1205 hrs 7 Feb. 39)

Section Task.

as no 2 gec is left fwd. sec., the main task is to cover Pl. front.
Special task to protect No 1 Sec. "D" supvort Coy. which is in position
150 yds. NORTH. '

Section to he dug in by 1200 hrs. 8 Feb 39

Points to note.

1. Approach to site of section post.

(1) Thether sec. comdr. after having been given the area in which
he will take up his position, makes a recce. of the ground and
approaches to same from assembly area.

(2) Manner in which Sec, Comdr. organises the sec. to draw tools
and leads sec. to sec. site.

2« Selection of L«M.G. position is of vital importance, as the fire
support of the section is very reduced if the gun is in sufh =
position that thee¢ fire is masked by dead ground.

3+ The manner in which the sec. is organised forthe work of digeing
the weapon pits and if a work table is prepared.

A sentry should be posted to watch for aircraft and ships.

"4, The section Comdr. sHould recce. lines of withdrawal.

5« Contact should be made with the M.G. scction and other sections
of the platoons.
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_DuS. NOTES.

L. In setecting site for section post itis essential the L.M.G. can
cover all the ground in the are allotted to the section by the Pl. Comdr.
As the sectiion is to dig in, the ground should be suitable, and
selected with view to cover from ground and air.

2. As the ground in the area allotted to this section is sandy,
one pick and three shovels should be sufficient. The arrangement
should be, one sentry, four nen digging, two resting, and men
working relays of two hours on and one hour off.

3. Trench to be dug as laid down in I.S.L. sec. 47.
%. The area in the rear of the section position is fairly well covered

with scrub and will enable section to withdraw with reasonable
Eaftff .
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PLATOON IN BEACH DEFENCE.

OBJECT: | -
To teach a platoon the method of preparing a defensive position

for BEACHE DEFENCL.
LESSONS »

(1) The Pl. Comdr will ensure that Section Posts are mutually supporting
and sufficiently near each other to ehable him to oxercise control but
not so concentrated as to make a vunerable target for enemy artillery.
YT Vol. 11. 8. 1.
(2) Whatever ifs task the Pl. must be posted sa as to gain the greatest

degree of concealment from obgervation.
I.5.L. Sec.44. (2) (i)

NARATIVE.
1) A stata of War has existed between Australia and Eastland for
some time and information was received that a large convoy of enemy

tronsports is steaming toward NeS.We Coast.
In consequence the cccupation of the coast between JERVIS BAY and

NEWCASTLE has been ordered with a view of preventing a landing in that
area.

(2) The 14 Inf Bde. is charged with the defence of the Coast SOUTH of
SYDNEY to (excl) FLAT ROCK 19D17 with 5 Bde on South of the 14 Bde.
The dispositions of the latter are -

3 Bn. (excl) TLAT ROCK (excl) BELLAIMBI POINT.

55/53 Bn.(incl) BELLAMBI POINT to (incl) WANIORa POINT,

56 Bn. (Reserve) about foot of Bulli Fass in area E 20.

(3) 14 Fd Bde. is in support of 14 Inf Bde and has tnken up positions
from whence the fire of the whole Ede can be brought on to the 55/53
Bn., Area if necessary.

(4) "B" Coy. has been allotted area (Exel) BELLAMBI POINT to (excl) M5C4T
The plan for the Coy. defence was co-indbnated by Coy. Comdr. Dispositions
of "B" Coy being 3 Pls. Fwd. and one reserve &as shown.

RIGHT. & Pl. BELLAMBI POINT to LITTLE BELLAMBI POINT.

CENTRE. 6 P1. LITTLE BELLAMBI POINT to LAGOON BRIDGE (bdth excl)

LEFT 7 P1. LAGOON BRIDGE to M5347,

Belt of F.D.Ls. M5C47. LAGOON BRIDGE - LITTLE BEL AMBI POINT.

(5) The Coy. Comdr ordered that 6 PlL. localities should be dug in,

Wired, and provided with overhead covers
NO®E. For the purpose of this exercise only one Sec. Post may be

s e

completed per Pl.

2PPROXIMATE _SEQUENCE OF EVENTS.

ZERD TROOPS at Assem. Area have exercise explained.
10 mins., GCov. Comdrs orders jssued by Director.

15 mins Pl. Comdrs. Recce. and orderse

30 mins Sec. Comdrs orders.

35 ming. Occupation coOmmences.

65 mins. Weapon Pits Completed.

300 ming. Fire trench completed.

> 330 ming Wire eutanglements erecteds

» 375 ming End of exercises

380 mins Conference and critieism,

“+

(o s o o T o s B e
+ = ¥ ¥+ F A+
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PLATOON _IN BEACH DEKFENCE.

MATERIALS REQUIRED.

Picks 4.
Shovels. 16.
Sand Bags 800.
Pliers 1 Pr.
Windlassing Sticks 10
Pickets Long 20

. Short 40
Coils 130x Barb Wire 7
Blank Ammn. 300 Rds,

INSTRUCTIONS TO UMPIRES.

(1) Ipformation. The following papers are for your information.
(a) Object of exercise and lessons.
(b) Narrative and plan of defence.
(¢) Approx. Sequence of events.

(2) M' Dirautnrilillllllll'lI'-l'I'l-I'l'l-ll

(3) Conference. A conference to be held on ground prior to exercise
date and time to be notified later.

(4) Pointg to note.

(1) A1 orders issued = Sequence end time.

(2) Action of Sec. Comdr. in preparing posts and
allotment of tanks - posting of sentry.

(3) Sequence of work carried out.

(4) Correct sequence of tasks.

(5) Report. A continuous flow of reports should be forwarded to the

Director from the umpires. Each umpire will make his
report in duplicate and retain a copy himself.
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PLATOON IN BEACH DEFENCE .
iSi TES [

Object. To exercise az Rifle Platoon in Beach Defence, to prevent an
enemy landing on BELLAMBI BEACH (Mainly construction of Sec Posts)

Lessong. The lessons intended to be taught are the method of siting
Sec. Posts so that they will be mutually- supported.

ACTION OF PL. COMDR, ON RECEIPT OF HIS ORDERS.

He would proceed on his recce with his Sec Comdrs. leaving his Pl. §jt.
to take the Pl. to the Assy. position. Make his appreciation and lissue
his orders.

information.

An enemy force is expected to reach here from an sasterly
direction in approx. two days. "BY Coy. is to hold a line on BELLAMNBI
BEACH from BELLAMBI POINT to MS5C47 with s3-

5 P1. BELLAMBI POINT = LITTLE BELLAMBI POINT.
6 PL. LITTLE BEELAMBI POINT =~ LAGOON BREDBE (both Excl)
7 PL. LAGOON BRIDGE tg M5C47.

e l, Comdrs. Orders (Verbal)

I N
6 Pl. will occupy and hold area LITTLE BELLAMBI POINT =
L4GOON BRIDGE (both excl)

METHOD.

Forward Secs. Right 2 Sec. Right of Sector. Task = to fire
NORTH along BELLAMBI BEACH,
Centpe 3 Sec. Task = Fire on front.
Left. 4 Sec. Task = Fire SOUTH along BELLAMBI BZ.CH.
Reserve 1 Sec. on RAIL /AY EMBANKMENT = WEST of Fwd. Secs. ROLE =
Counterattacks.

ADMINISTRATION. All secs. will dig fire trenches then erect Double
apron fence around their posts. Tools will be dumped at RaILWAY
EMBANIMENT WEST of position.

INTERCOMMUNICATION. Pl. H.Q. with Reserve Sec.

PRIORITY OF W .

( Sitin « Sec. Comdrs. under supervision of Pl. Comdrs
will tmpe and spitlock their respective Seo. posts.

The most suitable type of post for thie position is shown in I.S.L.
page 67- Fig, 1. Tools would be dumped at Pl1. H.Q. and would be nllotted
to Secss there,

(b)_DIGGING FIRE POSITIONS.

T-%- L
(1) Construction of weapon pits. 46' long 4'=6" deep.3 -6" at

top and 3' at bottom with a parapet 5' thick, slopes 4 in 1 and revetied
with sand bags.
(11) Conrect weapon pits.
(111) Widen tren ch to 6'=6" at top, 5' at bottom and porados 2'-6"
will be constructed and also construct fire step 2' wide.
(1v) Deecpen to 6'-2" and drain.

Time will not permit comnecting up posts etc. and wiring.
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$5/53 BATTALION, _____ CAMP 1939,
T R W 0
ON__OCCUPYING _A_ N P Y NIGHT
AREA  "4"..
REFERENCE MaP WOLLONGONG 1" = 1 mile,

Sketch 8" = 1 mile,:

VIGINITY BELL..MBI.
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PLATCON OCCUPYING 4 DEFENSIVE POSITION NIG

OBJECT,
To exercise a platoon in the occupation of defensiwe pesition
by night.

SON .

1 Night March of a platoon responsible for its own propeetion,
F.5.Re Vol. 2 SEGi 7 3. (‘).

(2) Sucess in night operations depends largbly on develeping
by traininga Night sense. Troops accustomed to work at nigh¢
acquire confidence which strengthens their morale and initiative
and removes many of the difficulties at first experienced upder

conditions of darkness.
I.Ts Vol 11, Sec. 40, 1

1) A state of War has existed between Australis and Eastland fer
some time and informetion was received that a large convoy of enemy
transports is steaming towards N.S.W. coast.

In consequence the occupation of the coast between JERVIS BAY
and NEWCASTLE has been oonsidered with a view of preventing a landing
in that arsa.

?ARHAT .

(2) The 14 Inf, Bde. is chargad with the Defence of the Coast SOUTH
of SYDNEY to (Excl) FLAT ROCK M9OD17 with 5 Bde. on BOUTH of the

14 Bde. The dispositions of the latter are :-

3 Bn. (excl) FLAT ROCK (excl) BELLAMBI POINT.

55/53 Bn., (incl) BELLAMBI POINT to (incl) WANIORs POINT.

56 Bn. (Reaarva) about foot of BULLI PASS in area E 20,

3« 14 Fd. Bde is in support of 14 Inf Bde and has taken up positions
from whence the fire of the whole Bde. can be brought on to the 55/53
Bn. area if necessary.

4, "B" Coy. has been allotted area (excl) BELLAMBI PCINT to (excl)

M5C47. The Plan for the Coy. defence was co-ordinated by Coy.
Comdr. Disposition of "B" Coy. being 3 Pls. Fwd. and one reserve asg
shown.

Right. 5 Pl. BELLAMBI POINT to LITTLE BELLAMBI POINT.
Centees 6 Pl, LITTLE BELLAMBI POINT to LAGOON BRIDGE (both Incl)
Left. 7 Pl. LAGOON BRIDGE to M5C47.

Belt of F.D.Ls. M5C47 LAGOON BRIDGE = LITTLE BELL.MBI POINT.

5« The Coy. Comdr ordered that 6 Pl. Locality should be dug in,
wired, and provided with overhead cover.

NOTE. For the purpose of this exercise only ONE Section Fost may
be completed per platoon.
APPROXIMATE TIME TABLE OF EVENTS.

1915 Hrs. Pl. Fall In. Camp Site ard exercise explained.

1935 hrs. Pl. Comdrs orders issued.

1955 hrs. Advance guard moves off.

2000 hrs. Advance Guard passes WOONONA SIDING,

2040 hrs. Advance Guard reaches M9446.

2045 hrs, TPlatoon deployed and moves to Sec. Posts.

2100 hrs., Plstoon arrives at Sec, Posts and spitlocks Bec. posts.
2145 hrs, FExerciges completed.

—
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PLATOON OCCUPYINC A DEFENSIVE POSITION BY NIGHT.

INSHRUCTIONS _T0O UMPIRES.

.+ CONTROL.,
DI%GTDR" IIIIIIIII i & & & @& F % 8B BB B 20 B AW

2. CONFERENCE .
A confercence will be held on ground prior to exercise -
11 Feb. time to be notified.

3. POINTS TO NOTE.
1) Proceedure in Flatoon moving off.
2; All Orders issued.
3) Discipline during march and formation.
(4) Direction and formatébn while moving through WOOD..
(5; Posting of sentries.
(6) Action of Sec. Comdrs when they have reached their positions
(7) Spitlocking.

4., REPORIS. Notes to be made and handed to director at conclusion
of exerciss.

D.S, NOTES.
OBJECT.
To exercise a Rifle Platoon &#n occupying a defensive position at
night.,
LESSON

The lesson intedded to be brought out is the diffficulties
of finding direction and working at night.

ACTION OF PL. COMDR. ON RECEIPT OF HIS ORDERS.
INFORMATION.

An enemy force is expected to reach here from an easterly
direction in approximately one day. "B" Coy. is to hold a line on
BELLAMBI BEACH from BELLAMBI POINT to M5C47 with 3=
5 F1. BELLAMBI POINT - LITTLE BELLAMBI POINT.

6 Pl. LITTLE BAEBAMBI POINT = LATOON BRIDGE (both excl)
7 Pl. LAGOON BRIDGE =~ to MS5047..
INTENTION.

6 PL. will occupy and hold area Little BELLAMBI POINT - LAGOOB BRIDGE
(both excl) |

METHQD.

Van Guard. 1 Yec. will be Van Guard to the Platoon on the
march from Camp site to defensive position and will passWOONONA SIDING
at 2000 hrs. Route as shown on ghetch.

The dispositions for defence - Forward Sections- Right 2 Sec. Right
of BSector. Task = to0 fire North on PELLAMBI BEACH. Centre. 3 SBec. Task=
fire on front. Left 4 Jec. Task- Fire SOUTH on BEACH.

Reserve. 1 fec.Task~- Counter attack,

ADMINISTRATTON -
411 Secs. will spitlock their positions only..
Tools will be dumped at RAILWAY EMBANKMENT WEST of Position.

INTERCOMMUNI CATION.
1. HeQe will be with reserve 8ecs.
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55{53 Battalion gm ]ﬁ 19,

CTICAL BAARC IO ROOPL .,

PLALTOON I N NITHDRAWAL ..

LFERENCE MAD WOLLONGONG 1% = 1 Mile.
SKETCH 8¢ = filile.

VINICITY BELLAWBI.
DJ?'LTE lililllF-L{Bl'39t
FRIPARED _BY CAET, AL CULLIN,
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1,CTIC,L EXBRCISS LITH TROOPS.

PLATOOYN IN WITHDRAW AL,

—-___“_—.__—'-——__-_-

0BJICT,

To exercise a rifle platoon in the withdrawal from close contact
with the enemy.

LEoLONS .

“hatever the method adopted a running fignt must be avoided ab
211 costs, I.T. Vol,II, S5e¢ 32 (12)

}E 4;RP{J'iT Im M

2I1TULEION .

(1) 55/53 Bn. is holding a defensive position on BILL...BI B3..CH
as part of 14 Inf, Bde. Sector,

(2) "B" Coy Sector is the southern end of BILLABI 33.CH .
(3) 5 Pl. is occupying a position from I,AGOON BRIDESZ V9 A 5.95
Yo SOUTHZIRN IND of 2TACH M9%.8.7.

Ni&"—ﬁi ﬁT Iv-i'; -]

(4) Due to & landing by enemy the Bn has becn compelled to to
withdéraw in accorcdance with a prearranged plan,

(5) The plan of withdrowal provided for assembly ares for 'u-
Coy %isbT of,pulL.aBI ST.LTION.

Essential parts of Coy. Comdrs. orders as affecting 5 P1. are
(2) 4t zero 6 PL. will move to 2 covering position

(b) z + 15 forward platoons of which 5Pl. 18 onc will
c¢ommence to thin out.

(¢) fear porties to clear BLLLAMBI HTALTION by 2 + 65

(6) 5 P1. Comdr. selected nhis line of withdrawal ~s U&ELT from
nis position to corner of OOD ond then o8 shown on Sketci.

(7) .t 2 + 15 § Pl. started to thin out ana withdrew to Coy.
wSsembly Area.

JPPPOXINGTD  S3CUSNCE OF BVINTS

= Pl1. occupies position.

Zz + 15 Pl. in position = 2 Sec, commencc to move to
WoCoh ,

v, + 20 3 Sec. move to Pl. R, V.,

z + 35 3 Sec, arrives Pl. R. V.,

Z %+ 50 Resr perties arrive P1. T, V.

z + 65 Pl. nrrivee Coy. R.¥.

7. + 70 Pl. assumblcs for D,o. solution.

z + 85 | OConclusion of cxereise

-
- —

‘:L‘—--_ — = - L ; - I i
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i el iy e s L rj. TR [ 18k oy S, w2
IVOTHUCYIONG 1O Uko Hod.

He e w———

The following are attached 10T your information -

(1) Objcot of excrcise ond lessons to be tought.

(ES Nerrrtive and plean of withdreawal.

(2) Segucnce of cvents,

COETACL.

DiI‘LGtGI‘.uJ.ga.u.nc.-npnau Urﬂplrﬂ- I‘iﬂ-‘l becniuttlrnnlllni

" ' 2 h Ilill.lllli!l"
H :‘3 “ iiibliilll‘iit
H “4' H llllil‘l'll-l'lll

CONTHRITNCIE .
o confcrence of Umpires will be held on the ground prior to thc
gcXercisc,

QINTS TOR _NOTICH.

3} Ordero issucd and segucnce of semc

2) 1iethod of thinning out and time tnken.

3% Obscrve Secction formations :
7\ rrengemcnts for disposing troops undcr cover =t Fl. Hel,a

LEPORTS -
7. constent flow of Umpilres rcports in duplic~te should bc
forweréed to Director during cxcrclse,

et
-
-

a I:Ji E:IUT:L‘IEJﬂ

i

LSOO ,
™Y In withdrewel, timc should bc co-orainated =nd o sSectlion

placed in g position 0o retard an encmy advenec snd thcrcby
rvoiding & running tight,

mnig srcp Gocs not lcna itsel: to very suitaolce positions
for support othur than i.i..58, on our fl-nks but o Les.Go
vill be of somc usc if posted on ALILWLY e BN KL INT
imricdintely WhdT of Decs posis.

r¢ 1ine8 0Ff withGrswsl erc not choscn 80 o8 1o Zive cover
from ground snd ~irg, the cnimy +ill heve obscrvation and b
-ol. to brcok up - co~ordinptcag withdravol,

In this cxcrgisc the WOOD afforas execllcnt cover, but whcn
cleer of WOOD the only protcction from obscrvation is by
.oving on the gides of thc ronds.

(11 J LOTION OF '_QLJ-J‘_QQE COI DR, ON RECTIVING HIS Q?.TJZRE .
Wiien first occupying the position thc Fl. Comdr,.,would nnve
-cecced, linecs of withérawal for his Pl.in e=s. hc wns forced Lo
ithdrew S0 hc would necd only to mnkc his ~pprocintion ~nd

issuc hig ordcrs.

T UREGTIUN
n cncmy Jorce has lmndld om BELLIABT B.CH ~nd “"B® Coy. will
withdraw in sccordsnecc wWith o prcarranged plan.
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Fage &,

D, 5. X0TmS  (CONTINUZN)

YVETHOD .

“Tposcrve Scc. will cover withdrawal of 5 Pl.
1 See. will deny position to encmy until 2 + 40
Torvard Secs. commence to thin Eg; §t+z4g 15
cone of F.D.Ls. to be denicd until ! =L
iuﬁ;l?u Sce. will move complote to Pl. nﬂsgmbly nIhE at 2 + 40
Resxy partices to be wa#nT of BILLABI ST.LTION by & + 65,
D#uinllinilhraﬁ | " Bl | 2 | "
E;ihs of withdrawal 16T through WOUD tu.ﬁﬁfD_JJhCiIOh 1i9.,,20 =
~longz road to L12B58 then NORTH to OT.LTION RULD.,
Pl, H.C. withdrews at 2 + 35

1, TERIALS REBEUIRED,

-——_—_n-ﬂl-_‘-'——h

Gedvedre Blank 250 1rds
Rattlcs 2
Flags Red 4
Flrgs Blue 4
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55/53 BATTALION _ CF 1939.
TACTIC. B T oRCIBTE 7ITH  TROCPS.
FL..TOUN IN _ COUNTIR~.TT..CK,
STIRENCE . EAFS WULLUKGONG 1% = 1ull.
LoCal LXJICH o =, 1u.ILa,
VICINITY LUONOSN. .
ML B
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PE.‘,-E,-.L- 21

7.0 I0ML. SRSulIts wItH LRUVED ..

FL.TOUK IN  COUKT R = _aTi.CK.

e EEr————— S W Ll = —

G- B.d 2.8 &

i Wt e — . L LN A
EPSRIRGE 3L,P5

To cxereise = platoon in count.r-attrck snc toaca o=

) In countcr-attack speudy nction 1§ NCCCEBHATY .
) Flonking attack is desirablc.

rort resolution.

ey g T

Ip5H0EE TO B3 BROUGHL OUI;.

o —— S

in spitc of firc will tcna %o unc crminc the cncemy's
conficdencc. I.5.L. Scee 55 (5).

(2) L.i..G. scctions should teke full sGvnntaze of eovoircd

i

Unce lsunched counter-nttncks must be corricd throagh with

T1T'ﬁhzn undor fire tnz sizht of an attnck continuing stcedlily

spprosches; 1n OrGoX to gct 2B €losc to thg objoctive 28

poscible; by doing S0 thly w11l bec in th. best position

to. cover the finsl stogee of the nitock by fir? af 14
nceuded, or,if not,to take pert in the ~gg-ult tacnuscly

——

WOLLONGOKG 1+ = 1.IL
i

ET- .P\,L{.l..btr ITI-;—I; e

T 7. Coy 55/53 Bn as part of thc 14 Inf. 3dc. 1S in =

is

wi e

=
- @

g e —

LOCAL GKoICH O =1i.1l.

position

en of SRICKIORKS. No. 1 Pl. Right forwmrd Fl, No.2 Pl.

Loft forverd Pl.,No. 3 Pl 100 yes, T<ox ol i1 ?Qa C
of No,.,1 rnc No.2d Fl, Ko, 4 Fl, 18 rueerve; swRris 01
SRICKVORLD .

-

... 4% 0400 nrs. on 10 Febe'Ige "4t Goy CGowax, reoolvod o

from No.1 Pl. Comdr. that ecncmy troops nnd lendoa ~nd
nis Platoon to retirce te wieinity ol ol IGAT IR Soding.
cnemy forcc of cbout nali & pl-toon Were OCCUpying Fals
trcncices,

Jeoe "' Coy Comdr ordcrs No. 4 Pl. to counter-nttack,

4... Fo,14 Sce. will mows ta She RIGHT ~nd Approach INoWy

by voy of BRICYICRES = TRAL = 5L JI4GHATER HOUBE , to

position well forwealrG.

T OX%
10X Cut
adl

[
(T

forcc
=2 Paan=

Nos. 13 ond 15 Seec will ~tt~ck TART" of TRANGY throuzi

timber ~nd, under covering firc irow Fﬂ.1¢+ﬂact will
position by osscult Te 16 Hee resorve will follow

-

bouncs in roeor of To. 14 bic.
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Fem L TIVSRABLY D STNHEECT. OF SRR
e = 2 1 . 0Coay reccives Oorcerz 10 counter=ttagi,
v ~ 30 Pl., Comdrs reccc ~né Ordcer. _ '
v » 5 5cc. Comdrs. oracrs - 0,14 Scec movis.
Rk o, 13 ~nd 15 Seec odvance.
e, S ¥o 14 oG renches firc position ana Opuis forc.
= + 10" 13 =na 15 bcetions brunk cov.r.
A ) 1 15 rnG 19 Lections NLlG Up.
v + 13 Il. ComGr, Orcers $0.16 Hoc. to join No.1% Hection.
. + 16 No. 16 Sce. in position anG Opens fitc, advence
rosumet o
2 + 20 Bs-ult - position takin.
z + 20 Onvierd = Consolicntion.
R s LUXLYClBL wnas, Criticsia,

IHSIRUCTION TU Ulek Totawe

R —— — T =

The following prpers are sttacacd for your inforantidn.
(1) Objuct sndG lcssons to be brought out.

(2) Nerrative sna Fl, Comdrs plan.
(3) Probsble timctable an6 sccuwncc of cvents.

Jneny will be represcnted Py floz8.

L2

B B Y

1... Notecs will be takin of all vorb~1 ordors given by Pl. snd
S5cc. Comcrs.

»_ . Tor thc purposc of this czmcireisc it is esscntipal taat Ho 14
S uc. lunves before Zorxo ond moves Very gquicklye.

Jeoe NOLC; control - formrtions = Spced of movement.

4..,. On 13 an¢ 15 Hees, bronkimg €over they will be Acll U 200
it will bc oxpl-incd that thc firc from 1014 see 16
insufficiont to cover tholr sdv el £1aG no supporting firc
is being supplicd by otacs plotoons of tac COY.

Biv oe ARG ~gsrult muet not be allowca to continue uatil thac I oB8weVe
sction is in poeition = note tikc takon frow aclting; to
regpumpyion of aGvsnc-.

... Lhothcr congolicniion 18 controll.d G org-niscd.

CSCTICE  ULEIRLG.

1eee Afcuertain wnctaly wCCo COLlL.TE, UNG.TSLaAd OrGlrs and tosk.
| > Bic. Comtrs, sioulc mage gv.irt TocCe cia iaform men O Crloie

lruﬂf.:j-vh-d-

J..o Notc formction usce, control by Loc. Comars, Usy of Found
“NG COVCLT s

A... Fote tine 14 Sogs 1 position, rnG WaALTALT Tirc posation
ig bt pyeilablds

Seee TIRE OID 0. Note methnod of delivery and 1if unacratoct,
Ze Burc trrget is scon by wholc 8cetion.

5.00 14 end 15 Bceovions should ove foryrraé wach agasult 18
1~unchcd,

D, O o KO T 55

t 1... A8 thc cnumy has just 1~nccé, ~nd by ov.orvhcelming i
of firc =nd numbers forccd Fo.1 Fl. e withéraig 1%
cesentiscl ihat the counler - ~tt~ck by Ko 4 Fl. sanlks Do

.1-uncheé -8 rapiGly s PO8BID1C, bofore the onuisy anve ol

-

Lo PeOYifniBl,s S8t consuvlicat. their position.
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N i T . 8 =y i N i 0 A
Ly e K 0T 35 (CORIINU.L)

2ees I-Xkin: this into congidcration (Pores 1.) ¥o.14 Suetion shoule
LOVe ToPwerG viith rll Bpcced 0 tacir Tirc poBitions,; n8 t.aoy
hewe sOmMC Qibtonce o 20 o Good cover c¢-n bu oRtpinuG 397
zoving strright to the SRICKWWREL, thince foraare along
slope RIGHT of TP J Wi to SEIGHT IR HOTGE ~nd kceping ¢lose
to TRIANAY embnnlmcent to o~ position within 150 yds of thu

LHCEY

Jese NOB. 13 =2n¢ 15 So068. TOVIOE ChHrough serux SAST of RATEV Y
Ghoulc move in .arroiilen@ or filc opcning out to cxtconacd linc
On brc-Xing COV.I.

4... Thc ~tlecking 6cctions on broecking ecover will be held up
boce~use thie firc of Ho 14 SHee: 18 insufiiciont , .o MecESage
should be sunt rceporting sruc to pl, Coudr,

Dess The Fl. ComGr. in scuding No. 10 Sce. 10 join Hots akes Gill
sesume tinst No.3 Fl, mey assisb frow the leit flank if
thcy obscrve thac position,

Heee Once No.16 Soco is in position the otiseck should bo Yesuwincd
resolutily.

7.+« During the etscult; the doe. Comars. of #08. 14 =nd 16 Luess
heve the cnoice of moving to o fire pogition to ~ssist
rBbrult, or joining 13 snc 15 wuectionn in ascpulting Baol

SNCLY,
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Page 1
Copy lO...

_55/53 BATTALION - CAM: 1939.

TACTICAL EXERCISE WITH TROOES.

COMPANY IN ATTACK,

REFERENCE LAPS, . WOLLONGONG 1" = 1 lMile.
LOGAL SKETCH 4% = 1 Mile.

VICINITY WOONON A ARTA "&"
DATE Febs 1939
PREPARED BY CAPT, W.R. McGREGOR,
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_CULPANY IN ATTACK.

OBJECT.

e Ee———— e~ ——s—maa

To excrcise a Coy. in atiack,

LESSONS TO BE BROUGHT OUT,

1. The Coy. Con@ér. will issue his orders verbally, if possible

in view of the ground over which the attack is 1o pass,
I.T,2 Chap. 2 sec. 12 (5)

5, The Fwd. Pls. will advance on their obgective at a steady pace;
men should be restrained from doubling when it is not necessary
their energies should be conserved for the close fighting
which will follow.

I.T.2chap. 2 seci2 (7)

3. It is the duty of the advanced troops to keep Comdrs, behind
informed of the situation by frequent reports, so that they
may be enhabled to handle thelr reserves and supporting fire

to the best advantage. _
?.8.R. II chap., Vi=sec., 62 (viii)

NARRATIVLS,

1. 55/53 Bn has been holding a defensive position incl.BELLALBI
PT, M 9 B 45 = excl. WANIORA PT, M1 B12 with two Cnylewdf
WB" coy right "C" Coy. left. and "A" Coy reserve in vicinity
of RIXONS PALS, : _
At 0430 hrs on 11 Feb 39. an enemy raid succeeded 1n landing
Tps,estimated at one Coy. on BELLAMBI BEACH near BELLAMBI
JOTTY and "BY Coy was forced back with considerable loss,

2, C.0.55/53 Bn ordered a counter attack by "A" Coy and the main
body of this Coy. passed the RD, JUNCT., L 8 A 73 at 00600 hrs
Coy Comdr., going Fwd to BRIDGE L12 A 36 to make his recce,

4, Plan of 0.C, "A" Coy was to attack with two Pls. fwd and tTwo
reserve a® follows:

—

1 Pl, right= objective= enemy positdon at the WESTERN IUGL
of the timber at BRIDGE ROAD M9 A 45 '

2 Pl1., left= objective = enemy position at LAGOON BRIDGE
M5 D 50

Nos. 3 and 4 Pls, in reserve No 3 Pl. to follow by bounds
in rear of Nol1‘Pl. an@ N¢ 4 Pl. by bounds in rear of No 2Fl
No 14 P1, to give supporting fire from the vicinity of
HOLLYMOUNT L 8 A 83.

One sec. to fire on the chemy position at the timber and
one sed., on the enemy at LAGOON BRIDGE,

Detachment 16 (M) Pl. in close support of No 1 Pl.

On o 1 P1. capturing its objective No 3 Pl, will movcC

via their right flank throaugh the timber and cxploit to
high ground SOUTH EAST OF BEZLLAMBI JETTY,

No 2 P1. on capturing their objective will consolidatc
their position and assist the advance of No 3 Pl. by farc.
On §o 1 Pl. gaining their objective(signal two red Vercys)
the sec. of M. .G, on this task will 1ift to BELLAMBI JuTt{
to assist the advance of No 3 Pl.

No 4 Pl, will remain in reserve and No } P1 will become the
Right reserve Pl. on No 3 Pl. taking up the advancc.
Coy. H.G. with No 4 Pl,

Starting Line: CROSS ROAD'

Bearing of Attack: Nos 1 and 3 Fls. 110 deg.

Nos 2 and 4 Pls, GO deg.,

Rate of advance: 100 yds in 2 wmins,
Assembly Position: L8 D 42
155 o 3 RN N

1"' J—— .-—\_ T S — e — — —_——

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1023530




Page 3.

APPROXIIATS TIMBETABLE AND FORECAST OF TVINTS,

&= 9hp "AY Coy Comdr, arrives at BRIDGE and carrics
out his recce. and forms plan.

L. w e RS Adv, @, Comdr, mects Pl, and 0,C.M,M.G.8
and issues his orders for the attck.

o = 35 " Orders completed- Pl.Comdrs make reccce and
attacking Pls, moving to assembly arca and
l.Gs. moving to position,

Z « 15 . Pl., Comdrs orders to “ec, Comdrs, and Pls.
moving to forming up positions,

R ) Attacking Pls. in posttion, No 14 P1l, opens
fire =~ slow. =

ZCr e Nos 1 and 2 Pls, cross starting lincs: =

Z 4+ 16 No 41 Pl, overruns cencmy position and li.Gs.
1ift fire to BELLAMBI JiTTY, '

2 %18 No 2 P1, captures objcctive and assist
advance of No 3 P1., by fire¢, One sec, M.G,
moves fwd. for consolidation,

Z + 20 No 3 Pl. passes on Right flnk of Ko 1 *1,

Z' + 34 No 3 ¥1l. rcachcs objective and takes up a
defensive position,

Z * 44 Bxercise ends Conferencc and criticism,

INSTRUCTIONS .TO UMPIRES.

INFORMAT ION ,

The following papers are attachcd for information and guidancc.
1s Object of exercisc and lessons to be brought out,

2o Narrative and Plan.,

3s Approx, timetable gnd forecast of events

POINTS FOR NOTICE.

1. Note orders issued by Unit Comdrs., the style of dclivcr-
ing them and time at whish they begin and end,

2. Notes should be made of the timc taken by sub=unit Comdrs,
for recce and orders particualrly placc and method of issuc
~ ing orders.

3. Note dispositions mad¢ by Pl. and S¢c. Comdrs, during the
advance and arrangements made for sccurity.

4, Note how ratc of advancc is meintained and whether scc.
Comdrs, avoid doubling their men,

5. DEspecially note messages scnt to Unit Comdr,

D.S.NOTES.

B

LEOSON 1

Lesson 1 will be brought out meinly by the sitc thc Coy. Comdr.
choosecs from which to give his verbal ordere.

A good view of thc ground cen obtained from the vicinity of
BELLAMBI STATION 100 yds east of the RAILWAY LINE on the left
of STATION RD. in a clump of heavy timber. Another good position
is offered at the cutting L 12 B 36.

WVhem issuing his orders verbally a Coy Comdr, should carryout
the following sequence:=,Topography = information=- encmy =«

own troops= intention= method- intercommunication=-
administretion, care should be tszken when issuing ordcrs, that
2ll arc concesled from encmy view 80 as to prescrvc the princi-
pte of surprise and to save casualities., The Pl, Comdrs, chould
not be bunchcd together, and shpuld be arranged around the Coy
Comdr, in the order in vwhich they willoperatc.

e
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PFLEu. 4.
L.,5., NOTZI6 contd,

Lesson 2,

The troops will have to advancc over uncven country for 800
yds ‘beforc reaching their objeectives, so that in order to
save unduc fatiguc innthe early stages of the attack the Pl.
Comdrs., should advance at the rate of 100 yds in 2 ilins,

The only time it will be neccssary to doublc is when the Pls,
commence the assaunlt., This rate of advonce will also
synchronise with the M,G,fire plan for the support of the
attack,

Legson 3

On the attainment of their objectives the P1. Comdr, will

send a message back to the Coy Comdr, informing him of the
progress they have made and any information positive or
negative which they may gain from their positions.

When commencing his recce, the Coy Comdr. will be accompanied
by 14 MG, Pl1, Comdr, who will be given thc tasks required

of his sections prior the issue of orders to rifle Pl, Comdrs,
this will be done in to allow M.G,s8ecs8. necessary timc

to get into action, -

_IANNING CHART.

0.Cs &Y Coy

2 i/c "A" Coy

No 1 Pl.Comdr, Pl. Sgt.

No2 Pl. Comdr, Pl, Sgt.

No 3 Fl., Comdr, Pl. D28,

No 4 Pl1, Comdr, Pl, Sgt.

No 1 Sec., Comdr, No § Sec Comdr,
No2 M “ No 10 " B :
No 3 ™ . No 11 " "
No 4 ¥ " No 12 "

No 5 ™ " No 13 Y .

Ko 6 i No 14 ‘ "
No % - % ! - 4

No 8 % " No 16 * f

DIRECTING STAFF AND UMPIRES.,
Direetor:

oenlor Unip.re
No 1 P1l. Umpire
fo 2 i

Ne < W "

ND 4 i "
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Page .2

SPANTRY COMNTANY IN DRWINCH

gl g gy

"0 exuroise Coy. in taking up and prepering a Coy. Gefensive
position,

LHGGONGS ,

1..Phe fire power of the Infantyry is the real vacskbone ol thg
dofeonce; its coffcctivencss dopendas lrrgely om coaceslmont and
EUADTIBC. FPeBolle VOl T "Sooe T3 1Y)

2.«Tho machinc gun, thc most powcriul weppen of tnc dofonce muA%
be protected by the disposition of the riflaomen in the doiondcd
1ccglitiecs, Fshele VOLIE, S00. P& {2)

SITUATICH.

1« cAUCTRALIA and NURTHLAND, heve been war for sonetime end the
Australian Naval Forces nave baun dofcghed abt Goa.

2..It is expceted that & L-2C¢irng by RNORTHLAKE forces will take
placc cn the NEW SOUTH WALL: Co =% end the sceupalicn of basch
Gefonves in the vicinity of JLRVIS Bay - TOLLONGONG and
NEWCASTLE has bcen ordered.

3, .The 55/%3 Bn, has been allotted (inol) BRICKFTELLS LEBSO %o
Mi089 - L3B34. The 34 Bn, is on the ileft and 7 Inf Bde, on

4., At 0500hrs, on the ,..Fchb.'39. the 6.0. 5553 Bn. me*t his
Coy. Comdrs. at WOONONA SIDING and lssuced hip ordcrs for the
occupation of the position =~ Part of walok wore as follows, -

() Beld of F.D,.Is. Benech Line = BILLAMABL Beash = BEULLI Beach,

BOURDARIZG: BRICKFIZIDS (insl; LIB70 %o Mj089 ~ L3334,

ANTHER COY .BOUNDARIZS.Inclusive B ¥oy. M5469 ~ L3 (G937,
m_mc'ﬁm:"‘ﬂ‘"‘gg' WV Coy.  RIGHT,
| g CEiy; LEFT,

FIRE SUPPORT., M.G. Fwd, guns, Onc Scciicn. OOLLINS ROCE?
Onc dcc. &t M5436 eond onc Sec, WANICRA Ph. all Firing SOUTH
with fized lines the BELCH LINE.,

Support Guns.One Soc. RAILWAY BRGIDE, K024 firing SOUTH
along Reiiwae¥y Linc. One 8cc., at Mi4s37 flring SOUTH fixed line

CHMETRY RO.LD, |
KORTL.RS Onc Det. ranging on Rocks SOUTE of WaNIORA PT, One

Fct, renging on Roecks SOUTH of SULLL. 3 ROE.
}.’Lni HE&I m"a-

Bse Aftcr meking his rcece 0.,C. ¥"B® Coy, issucd the following
ordcrs for occupation of his Coy, 8cctea,i™

Fwd. Pls, Right. 5 Pl. arca COLINS 1i0CK,
Crntrec. € Pl1. arca SHANITHRU POINT,
Left, 7 e Arca Wanieras Point,
Reserve Pl. 8 Pi. hroe CEVRTHE HILLM1037

GC&?- HsGQo MiS37a

e
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Bogy - 4,
HITLTICE (CONTINUID)
Do BWLL .
Serthvorkstance Wwiring o to.be completed by z + 14 hrs

A e e

Torvera:Fl. To

be responsiblc for tae Patrolling of

1463 own 2¢CctOY o,

T T
7§ .i{.-. :-’ w

O -

Giting oI weapons anc wirinz. Construetion of

weapon pPiis.

e =

aE' .E}-:{-;:LI: ..-ET.-.J s J_; Ii :_III t_“"_:iﬂ'#jj -l..l:ﬁj- FQE,_'“J. C nbrl: T Ul? --Jv-"__.." T.;".:‘l 1

Tii 8

7 = 50 mins,
£ =BhTTY

2= 40

LIRO"

z + 30 °

+ 4 hrs.20 mins.

|

g 48 % 3p ¢

piajoiie. el
Z w4 M 2300 8
B 2, SO
714 oM 45

I8 FOR: LTION ,

The following papers

_%-uiﬂ.mﬂ-m dio stk -

() Objeet of cxcreisc
{B) Narrativc snd plen of bLoifence
(c) “ppreximatc timei?hlafﬂnﬁifﬂrh

m

COX TERERCL

- comf.rcnece will be hild prior: to the dxerkisc.

e et el }
0.C., Coy Ordcre completed.
pl. Comdrs. recce and issue of orders
completeds i a
S:ec. Comdrs. reecce and issuc of orders
complcteds
Occupation coOiluzllCCE .
weapons Sited and wiring comploetid {50x
Double spron wire entanzleasent) |
Platoon tasks taped and spitlockid n Tools
sllotuca, g A
TiSK I (F.5.P.Be)Connected capon F1is

coimplceted. s e
7,8k II {(Trenches widened to 65t 6inG. at
top snd 5ft. at bottom) Completcd.

748K IIT (Constructdéon firc step and
dccpening of trenches 1o 6ft. 2ins,

complcted., _
Ovorhcad cover constructed if maleriel
availsblecs .

Bxercise cnds |
confercnce &t 7P1. position,

IRSTRUCTIONS  TO “UBiPBIRIS.

~re attachcd for your informaillon wnd

and ‘Lecesons to be brougnt out.

et of tvints.
= B a1 g, P " i-at LR A =

l-_' . o | Il s B
- Time

=nd glace to be notifica later,

vw Nk

POINTS _FOR__NOTICL,: - L LG nd ol GONE YL T JUs
Timc will not periuit 'the completion of - the'e¢tire Coy. GuIonilv.

position thercforec the hxereisc will be confince to 7PL.

rm;r VilNIOR.. PT.

T R

-
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IM: 4.,
EA.P* I e

TIONS _TO I D,

POINTS TOR NOTICE Con'd,
(%7 Umpire with Fi. Somdrs., will notice thc orders glven Vo -Pl,--

8it. as %0 the assembly pogition end the Rendz, fon Sec, Comdrs.
Where Pl. Comdrs will give out hds ordcrs.

(2} ¢n issue of orders note will Y mode of all ovdexrss tame
of commencement gnd finish and the cequence adophed,

(3) Note willde made of the allottment of Sechion Areas and
Wwhether the posts ere capable of 2ll round defence and nitual
gupport,

(4) isttention will be paid to the method of liason with the
M.G. P st8 in Pl. area and 2lso the Pls. on Righ® and Left.

NOTE will elso be mede of the allocation end priority of tesks
of carthworke and wiringe.

Written reports wiil be handed to the Directro at the Completion

of the BXERCISU,
DDy eiige

ESSONS .
%% I8 brought out be siting of Sec,.Posts whioh are muiually
supporting end sufficiently neer each each other to chable the
Pl. Comdr, to0 exercise control, The Sections are so dicposcd
so that the P1, on Right or Left be overrun they can maintain
their position by all round defence at the same time have
obtrined the principle of surprise and security by the concealment
aind siting of their position,

(11) The siting of the M, M,Gs.and Mortar has been done by the Bn,
Comdr, to providx abelt of fire in front of Coyl 8ectmw. The
Rifle Pl. from Their position will fill in gap of this fire

end also protect 1I,Gs. iIn teir area,

GINERS SITING OF WBAPONS, Bce. Comdrs, under supervision

of PL. Oomdr, will tape end spitlock the Sec. Posts, The Fwd. Sec,
to he abouh 25x popart snd sited well fwd, on the foreshores

wvhere beach scnds cnd end the grass commences farther back wowld
wnuse o certsin azmount of dead groung on the beach.

DIGGING OF FIRZ POSITIONS.

The otrenones will be conatructed in three tasks,

(1) Wiring and digging of weapon pits for two men 6f£t long
469 deep 3¥~4" at top and 3' at bottom with a parapes H
thick o berm of 18" left hekmeen edge of trench and parapst,
Slope to 4 in 1 both sides to be revetted with sand beags or

gods.

[11) Will be to connect up the weapon pits with shallow crawl
trench 18" deep,
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I.L:‘.-l s
D. 5s N 0 T -8 (CUET'D)

ozl 111, Decpining cnd widening of weapon pits to 6ft.bins

oG cerawl treneca to 3ft.

Cae OUTL.GI Trufl rawovee al comincement of digiing of treaches
will be riplec.d on top of perapoet oand Bub=soil
throvn up by wxcavations . Providcd overhund is not
cvedleoblc notting eamouflaze will be strotchoed over
top of post -~nd coviercd -with suitable vegitation
to blenc with surroundéinzs,

ITroecks to nnd from position must be avoided.
—
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kuge 1,

Copy. NO...
BATTALICK -~ CALP 1
_TACTICAL EXERCISHE WITH TRO.ES.
COLPANY IN BZACH DEFENCE,
REFERENCE MAP. WOLLONGONG 1" = 1ljle.

LOCAL SKETCH 8" = 1 Mile

VICINITY WOONON A ARSA "o
DATZ, 14/15_FEB 39
PREPARED BY. CAPT, W.R.McGREGOR,
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COLPANY IN BEACH DEFLNCo,

OBJICT ,

To exercise a Coy. inthe occupation of a beach defensive
position.,

Section posts should be sited to provide mutual support and
give protection to M,G, posts. P.S8.R, ITI sec, 73 (3)

2, Infantry is responsible for siting, organising and constructing
its own defence works including wire entangiements.
B8R, IT sec. 73 (6)

3. Reconnoitring patrols will be sent out frequently by Fwd. Coys.
during the hours of darkness and always not less than one hour
before it begins to get lightj; also by day if the forces are
not in too close contact and the tactical situation permits,

1.7, Chap., 3 sec. 24 (%)

NARRATIVI,

1. AUSTRALIA and NORTHLAND are at war andnNORTHLANDS naval forces
have defeated the AUSRRALIAN NAVY at sea.

2. It is expected that z landing wi.l be attempted on the KEW
SOUTH WALZS coast and the occupation of beach defences has
been ordered in the vicinity of JERVIS DAY - WOLLONGONG=
NEWCASTLE,

3. The 55/53 Bn. has been allotted a sector with boundaries es
followss~=

RIGHT.(excl) M 5A69- L3C97
LEFT, (inel) M1C89 =~ L3B34
3Bn, are on the leftand 56 Bn on the right of 55/53 Bn.,
4, M"A"Coy. has been sllotted a sector with the boundaries:
HIGHT?Eincl} Mscga - L3C97
LEFT incl) MICO9 - L3B34, -

5. C.0. 55/93 Bn at 0900hrs on 14 Feb met his Coy. Comdrs, =t
COLLINS ROCK and issued his orders for the occupation of the
position, part of which were as followg:~
Belt of F,D.1LS. Beach line BELLALBI = BULLI
Forwards Coys. "BY Coy.Right "AY Coy. Left,

Inter Coy. boundary: Incl."A" Coy. M5A69 = L3C97
Fire support as effects "A"Coy: = 1 sec, M.G, at COLLINS RCOK

firing south a2long BELLAKBI BHEACH. l1sec. M,G. at WANICRA PT,
with a fixed line on BULLI BZACH,
JORTARS,

1 Det. ranging south of COLLINS ROCK, 1Det. ranging
south of WANIORA PT.

SUPPORT GUNS. L e ;
1 sed at RAILWAY BRIDGE M1C34 and 1 sec. vicinity M1A55.

6.  After making his recce, 0,C."A"Coy. issued the following orders.

Fwd, Pls.: 2 Pl, right= area COLLINS ROCK,

1 P1. left = area WANIORA FT.
Inter Pl. Boundary. Incl. 2P1l.= CUTTING ROAU.
Reserve Pls. 4 Pl.= area vicinity M1i1C13

3 PlL.= ares " 11C37

Coye HeQs wWith 3 PL,
Patrols: Reserve Pl., to patrol the flanks and beach lineg
Time available: Wiring and earthworks to be completed by
16 hrs 35 mins. after commencement of exercise
Priority of work: 1., Siting weapons.2 wiring., 3 weapon
pits.4 communication trenches.5 deepening 6 widening,
Pgats to be camouflaged.

— —

L— 5 & e ————— - — e ——— —— S—
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Page, 3.
FARRATIVE cont.

Tool dump: Sanitary Depot,
BN, H.G. L4D16.
Rells P 1:4D57

E.U.Eﬁ. Signal. RiD= GR.EN - RED pLIt up at GUE{ HiQ,i

APPROXTLATS TIMETABL: AND FORECAST OF EVENT

Z = 30 Mins, Coy. Comdr's orders ocommenced

s = 15 Coy. Comdr's orders completed

Zero Fl, Comdrs, completed recce, and commenced to
ipsue orders,

2 10 " Pl, Comdrs, oreders completed,Sec, Comdrs
Commence 1igsue orders.,

Z =+ 20 Sec Comdrs orders completed and tools and
wire dumped at Sanitary depot.

Z <+ 30 Sec, Tasks taped and spitlocked,

4 +* 35 Weapons sited, tasks alLlotted to men,eartworks

and wiring commenced,

Z <+ 1 Hr,5 min, wiring completed,
Z + 4 hrs35 " Sec., weapon pits 3'x 3'6" x 2' with parapet
and nberm completed,

Z % 8 hrs35 min, Weapon pits connected with sha®low v “ca.
communication trench over each Pl., locality
Z + 12 hrs 35 mih, Sec. trenches deepened to €*6" x 6' and
revetment completed.
Z + 16 hrs 35min Camouflage and sanitary trenches completed.
Z + 16 hrs 40 " exercise ends, comnference and criticism.

INFORMATION,

The following papers are attached for information and guidance.
Object of exercise and lessons to be brought put.

Narrative and plan,

Approximgte timetable and forecast of events.

Points for notice.

In order to bring out the lessons of the exercdse umpires should
make notes of the following points,

S 1 ),
- & L L]

UMPIRE WITH COY, COLDR.

Co~ordination of L, M,G,fire plan,

Timc of commencement agnd finieh of Grdurs.

Lethod and style of delivery,

Precautions for concealment and surprisce,

Whether Pls. are mutually suppotrting.

Particulars of all orders issued by Coy, Comdr., during thec
occupation of the position will also be noted.

ULIPTRES WITH PL, CONDRS.
Note whether they make R,V.,with Sec, Comdrs, before leaving to
meet Coy, Comdr, and also orders to pl, sgt. as to assembly

position of Pl, and safety measures and concealient against
alrcraft,

Also note time of commencement anddfinish of orders, also method
and style of delivery.

Whether secs., are mutwally supporting and if Pls. are capable

0f alround defence,

Whether Pl., Comdr, co-operates with M,G,Secs. in his locality,
The position of Sec. posts and synchronisation of L.,M.G, fiwe
vlan, also his administrative orders,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT023530



Page 4,

DS, NOTES,

Laoo0N 1,
e s

In order to bring out lesson {1 the scc. positbons of Fwd. Pls,

should be well forward on the beach, as their object is to -

prevent an enemy landing which they could not do in the event

Of a landing in th. semi darkness from positions further back,

1t will bc necessary for Wos.1&2 Pls. Comdrs, immediatcly on

taking up their Pl.,localities to get in touch with the M, )M.G,

Comdr, in thecir locality and co-opecratec with him as t o:

1. Any likely gaps in i.G.belt of fire. |

2. The necessary safcty precautions so that thc riflc scos.
posts will not interfere with the M.G,fixcd linecs,

After Pl.Comdrs have issued ordcrs and commenccd to allocate

tasks the Coy. Comdr., sho:'ld move round, his Fwd, Pl. positions

and make sure that the Secs. are mutually supporting by the
synchronisation of their firc plans,

LESSON 2,

Lesson 2 is brought out by the thoroughness of the orders of
thce Coy, and Pl., comdrs, The allocation of tasks should be:-

1. wiiring and weapons pits.
2. Deepening,
3. Widening and decpening,
Thc scquence would be as follows: =
oce, Comdr, tape post.
Site wecapon pits.
Allocatec tasks,
Prcpare sentry roster.
Preparc range card.
supervise excavation and the rclicfs, also supcrvisc the
construction of the wiring.

LBEOOON 3,

Lcsson 3 is brought out by the orders issucd by the¢ Coy, Cowmdr,
with regards to patrols, although no cnemy landing is cxpectecd
for at least 16 hrs, thc security of every forcc is responsibl-
ity of its comdr, thercfore he will send out rcconnoitring
patrols each alternate hour during any period of darkncss from
the reserve Pls,,,the route to be out through No 2 P1, and in
through No 1 Pl, position. The route should ensure a combletce
circuit of the Coy, sector, By day as visibility is good each
SCc, posting onc sentry should bec sufficient,

GENIRAL POINTS,

Un completion the plan of dispositions should be scnt to Bn.H.G.
Sanitation in & position is most important whcn the occupation
may be of fairly long duration and it is the pl. Comdrs.

duty to meke arrangements for the digging of trenches.

With regard to messages which may have to be scnt back to COoY.
H.G. by Pls., thec routes which are to be used by rununers should
be through reserve Pl, loczlities and in the cvent of a runier
going through the Pl. Comdr. should rcad thc message which is
beingsent, and initiasl it, The objcct of this is that if the
Coy. Comdr, wishes to scnd any messages out,as a rcsult of the
onc he reives he knows that No.? Pl, Comdr, has read the MESS LG
~nd it is thereforc not necessary to sund out anothcr,

Wiring which is carried out should bec far. cnough in front of thec
Scc, posts, to prevent bombers being able to throw grenad.s

into any position,

oy L i
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Page. 3.
APPROXIMATE TIMETABLE AND FORECAST OF EVENTS I
TIME _EVENT .
Z - 50 Sec, Comdr. receives orders to attack.

Z = 5 to Z -« 35;: Sec. Comdr's recce.

7 - 35 to Z - 20; Sec. Comdr. issues orders and gives explanation to Sec.

Zero : Sec. leaves position.

Z * 2 t Sec reaches cover of low scrub.

Z+ 7 s Sec. passes BLUE DUCK POND.

Z + 8 t Sec. attacks.

Z *+ 13 : Assualt successful and Sec. commences to return,
Z + 18 ¢ Sec. passes through own lines.

INSTRUCTIONS TO UMPIRES.,

Own _troops,Points to Note.

(e) How Sec. Comdr. gives his orders and question men to see if
they understand task.

(b) Mote contro of sec comdr. during all formations adopted

(¢) Observe formations adopted by sec. and also the means of
local protection and keeping touch.

(d) Note if assuslt is a determined effort.

(8) Was the speed, route and control of sec. during return to own
lines satisfactory.

Enemy.Points _to Note.
() When did enemy troops fistt sight attacking sec.

(b) What means of protection were taken considering that there were
dead ground immediately in front of 86C. 7

(¢) What fire orders were given to the Sec. and Were they given in =
correct manner?

(d) Note control of sec. Comdr. during assualt.

(e) What efforts were made tQ harass sec. on its return to own lines.
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PEEE 4,

D.S. NOTES.

1. Se¢c. Comdr. gives all information to his Sec., explains the task,
his intention and method of attack, appoints Scowts.

2. Leads his Sec. from their position in single file maintaining
normal pace through scrub with scouts nqt.

3, Halts Sec. at edge of scrub, deploys and advances over epen ground
On reaching crest(or just under crest) of rise in front of enemy
position, orders his Sec. to adopt position of readiness for assualt.

4, Becs Comdr. leads Sec. in a determined and rugged attack.

5, Consolidates his Sec. and speedily returns by same route to own
position.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

55/53 BATTALION. _CAMP 1939

TACTICAL EXBRCISE WITH TROOPS.

TECTION PETRO I,

B iy e el

R Y R X Je e XX

PAGE 1.,
cnpy Hﬂ«-‘--:an-

WOLLONGONG 1" = 1 yriE.

SKETCH ___ 8" = 1 MILE

FREPARBD by,  _ LIRUT. B.C.F. MILLER M.M.
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-I-
I.:-n-

UGHT 735
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e - 33 e L o ] 220 o :

1. Yatroiling cailis fora G.;.Eg.t.aﬂ- of the finszt guaiitiss of an

. = F - - e i i L p ey - iy :
Infantry Soldisr includlag tedut Urals. curning. belinese,
determinztisn,; Indtiative and resouras.

] o f-- 5 L3 - S 1
L Rl w=8i 24 ":-..-}' "

2 The puccsss a*‘ the Fatroi Le;ca; e
.05 %e). 21 1535 Gneo

pincipeily on whe Jazader.
i1. g968.24 (7}

\

= %5

NARRATIVE
l-..,. -ﬁ-
1. 55/53 Bn. ic in & dﬁfﬂn‘*i‘;’a sopiiion o4 rallwsy =ar..“t‘1 righs
boundary Bsilamii Hin. ena Fefl Boundary Woonunz Jin,
2. During the early hourg of the morning 8ih ¥sb. nn enamy

!
s Ay X
lamding Tariy weg repuiased.
L -

3. &t daybrenk U.0. 55/%53 Bn. oxdered all forward Coyaa 52
agcortain 1T any essmy silll occudpled ths Dexch.
A . o L . = - > - - £ om
4. 0,0 Gog. vodored 5 Ul o macerisin if any enomy Yemalin
o3 pn the Lops foumt

a4 = , 3 & Gy
5. 0.0. 5 ¥l. ordered 3 Section t2 pairol the oy frond es far
forward as tha dezch.

SUGGESTED ORDERS BY THE FUITION SOMUNIER,
& # T - - w i 2 o e Sy 'J--': ‘p >
TOPOGRAPHY Call) this road cx ths east of tae rawway,; Ads Wﬂ.y dg,
vy — LS = 3 r- 2 :.. ‘J

Call that road mnning avay o Yo BACH FudD,
; » 3 .5 o L .
Gall those four thress on 1hs geasid 3, tn the Lsft

BEADH RO4D, FUREEES

2 : - P Frrywai gz S T
QUTLINE PLAN. 5 ¥1. is %o patrci he Goy. Jastor s fa- Ful. as the

g mim g AR - ¥ an . Fa
bp‘\-\l'ﬁ.’il ':11'&' tﬂ'. '-fau 1-.-- -:1.. :q. =% 11 --";; E"]'--rh—.}.;. E"‘I # e 1"-! - J" i e e

-

INFORMATION, Y:rcay = Strengih, 4f mmy. =5 pes
(wm Troopges sosugy saghld anl 1

l'...|

| ) . . 55 a S
INTENTION. 3 Sac., will pabeel the svea EAMGH ROAD - TREES es
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T e g g

AGE 3.,

SECTION PATRG:

METHOD.,

-4

Line of advance through +xat 8372b on vight.
Return foute, If any emsmy gi-yt
€ame route,

~&iwed you will return by the
If ns enemy sighted you will retura by the show

TIME OF DEPARTUPE, Be ready to leave pi 03 0 hra,
TIME OF RETURN,
‘_"—'l'—-_.._u__,_ -

test *oute.

You will Teport back to me gt 1000 hre.

it is now 0855 Ara.  ANY OumsTir

‘. -.-I'*-'*IUP‘IE-' -

ANJTRUCTIONS | %6 werpos

1. Whether cec Comdy

makes reccs and st
and notps landmark

udies the gres 10 be coverss
8y obstacles and .

dvered routes,

If Bec Comér warna his men of the

task and fzsues crders o5 4o
equipment , affia, smmunition to be carried and that ell privato
Pépers and bedges are left behind.

3. The Sec Comir should inform

his Zec of hig Plan and route alsgeo
when and where the Sec will

leave the Coy. Lines,

4. Before moving out

the Sec Comar should; -
(a) check arms ang

amunition ang £i bay

=L
k. f= |
“aeLva.

(b) warn men not to smoke and make as 1

ittle noige ag possibie
(c) Tell then that if caplured they must ne

ation to th e enemy excepi

give any inform-
v R=ne and rsak,

(a) detail sgout and at least +
immediately the Sec is gtta

h.:B: ELL "

Hman o report to P, Comdr

- When sec moves out note ;-

(a) formation.

(b) route

(c) obedience of

men 1o gec Comir ‘g orders.,

T there iz g connect -
ing file between them and ths See

(e) ir Patrcl carries out £1. Comdra Srders fully.

RCDIGT023530
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Page 1,
. ,Gﬂp" NQsessosn

55/53 BATTALION  _ CAMP. 1930,
: e OOPS
ONNOITRI! SAle
M‘A "Bil
o WOLLONGONG 1" = 1 MILE "
. REFFRENCE MAFPS ay 5+ =1 €7 = 4 MILE

+n FEBRUARY 1939

LTEUT - N o PEﬂCH o

,5’\
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Pages 2

RECONNOITRING __ PATROL.

OBJECT. To teach the perscnnel cchcerned the lessens as set out here-
under and to exercise them as a recomnoitring patrol,

LESSONS TO BE TAUGHT. |
115 The Fatrol Leader must understand clearly what his task is

and the object of the patrol., If he is in any doubt he must
ask his comdr. before he sets out.
I.9.Ls Becs 39 (2),
(2) The patrol will be kept as compact as possible as the more
it is dispersed the more difficult it is td contrel. A4t the
same time the necessity for guarding against surprise from all
sides will often result in daylight ifi the men of the patrol
being more widely dispersed than at any other time. The extent
of this dispersion will generally depend on the ground.
I.S«Ls Sec. 39 (7)
The formation of the patrol must therefors be varied according
to the variation of the ground over which the patrol is passing,

NARRATIVE. (1) "4" Coy. (as LEFT Fwd. Coy 55/53 Bn) has occupied a defens=
ive position facing SOUTH. Fwd Fdge of Belt of F.DisLs, =~ & line
runnung EAST-WEST 350X SOUTH of WOONONA SIDING . Coys. boundar-
jes - RIGHT - Railway line (Exclusive) LEFT - Beach(Inslusive)

(2) 0.0% "A" Coy. owcupied the position with two Fls, Fwd.
No.1 RIGHT and No. 2 LEFT and two Fls. in reserve No. 3. Fl.
RIGHT and No. 4 P1. LEFT.

(3) 0.C. "A" Coy. ordered No. 3. Pl. to send eut a reconnoit~-
ring patrol &t .... hrs to agcertain whether any enemy troops
were in the vicivity of "A" Coy. front (Shown hatched on local
Sketch)

(4) No. 3 Pl. Comdr. detailed No. 9 Sec. to carry out the task
and took the Sec, Comdr to No. 1 Pl, area where he gave him
the following information,

(a) Information about the enemy - a small detachment of
troops has been seen in the vicinity of CORRIMAL
Railway Stationm,

(b) Own Fwd. Troope (indicated on the ground) see local
sketch) No other patrols will be carried out.

(¢) Object of the patrol - To find out whether there are
any enemy troops in the low lying groung in the
vicinity of A Wou Front. (see gketeh fnr.Ar!ﬂ)

PLAN (Pl. Comdr's Orders)

(5) (a) You will follow this route (Pointed out on the

ground see aketch)
(b) You will leave through No., 1 Fl. at 1000 hrs and

return through No. 2 P1. at 1030 hre and report to Coy H.Q.
ﬂ‘b Hﬂ'4 3e Pl-

(¢) Equupment ~ The patrol will carry rifles and bayonets
only magazihes charged = two extra clips per man will be carried
in the jacket posket - Gas respirators will be carried.

(d) The patral will consist of four men besides myself.

R -
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RECONNOITRING PATROL

INSTRUCTIONS TO UMPIRES.

1) You will act as Pl. Comdr to the stage where the patrol leader has
teen given his orders = You will note then what he does i.e. what
preparations he makes and what sequence he follows (see below for

points o be watched and D.S. notes for sequence of events,)

{2) nomy may or may not be representede If not represented this does
not affect the lessons to be taught but can be utilized to create the
Interest of the troops at the conclusion of the exercise by asking
them whether they saw any traces of the enemy. If not were they quite
sure that theee was no enemy. B8ome may say that they thought they
saw or heard something. You can then ask them why they did not report
it to thepatrol leader at the time etc,

(3) You will pay special attention to the formations adopted as this has
a bearing on the question of control by the patrol leader and the
capacity which each man in the patrol has for obtaining information.

(4) You will note that the lessons to be taught do not deal with what
happend if an enemy is seen so do not paint pectures such as "Two

enemy scouts have just appeared on your right etc¥ The lessons to be
taught must at all times be borne in mind.

(5) 4n N.C.0« may be placed in the enemy locality to assist in critieiem
as regards the appearance and actions of the patrol from the enemy's
point of view.

(6) Whether or not the Patrol Leader thoroughly understands the informat=-

ion and orders and whether he passes it on in detail to the personnel
of the patrol

(7) Whether Bec. Comdr. triesto explain the details of the plan after
the patrol has started out instread of carefully explaining all
deteils before starting.

(8) Note whether there is undue noise talk or advise from the troops,
This should be criticised and dealt with severelye.

B "E ) I‘IDTE"? =]
SEQUENCE OF EVENTS.

(1) Patrol leader receives his orders.

(2) Immediately warns personnel concerned that they are to go out on
Patrol.

(3) Makes his adminishrative arranfements,
(4) (a) Time of meal (if they have not already had it)
(b) Equipment required = make suee that nothing will rattle — impress
gecrecy = No indentification matks etc.

(4) loves his Patrol to place where he receives hie orders from PL. Comdr.

Gives the following :~-

(a) Describes the topography.

%b) information about own troopg.

¢) information about the enemys

(d) object of the patrol.

(e) points out the route.
(5) Carries out the patrol duty.

(6) Reports to Pl1. H.4,

SUGGESTED FORMATIONS.

(7) Over the first part of the route {which is open) the patrol to move
in file.

(8) Over the second part (scrubby Country) sibgle file or file with one
gcout in front.

(9) Fficld signals sheuld be used rether than words of command = These must
however be given without undue movement,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1023530



Lt

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Jf:fijd

;wf.bago

’, ad
. KO Ut €
Locr/) Skeleh
ﬂf ‘H\ £
r"‘r.ﬁurr-lrrﬂfi # ~fa V'ffﬂf}; .ﬂ/ _Iffﬁpﬂlp,u*
gCa ,wi' g”: )Mr’f
§a O L levo jow of o Sow

I N I—— ] _‘I._ i ¥ 3

RCDIGT023530



(0039 IN DIFErXCE,
INSRRUCTI T - .

TS _TOR _KOTICE Contd,

" LUmDLTC Wiuh Fae Comdrs, will notice the ordore giver to Pl
8it. oo 20 the assembly posision emd the Rendz, for Sec, Comdro,
Wacre Pl. Comdrs will give out hds ordcrs,

(2) ¢n issue of crders note will bec mode of all ordoxsy tAme
of commencement and sinish and the scquonce adopted,

(3) Note willbe made of the allotiment of ﬁectiﬂn Arecas and
Whether the posts are capable of nll round defence and mitual
B '.IPIJDIT.- o

(4) ALttention will he vnid to the method of liason with the
M.G. P 5t8 in Pl. aree oué -120 the Pls. on Righ% and Loft.

NOTE will aleo be mede of the alloocction end priority of taske
of earthworks and wiring, |

V¥ritten reports wiil be handed to the Directro at the Completion

LESSONS . |

TﬁTQ"T§'bruught out be siting of 8ec.Posts whioh are mutually
supporting end sufficiently neer ¢ach each other to chable the

Pl, Comdr. to exercise control, The Sections ore so disposed

80 that the Pl, on Right or Left be overrun they ccn maintein
their position by all round defence at the some time have

obtrined the principle of surprige and seccurity by thc concealment
end siting of their position,

(11) The siting of the M, M.,Gs.and Mortar has been donc by the Bn,
Comdr, to providx abelt of fire in front of Coyl Sectnw, The
Rifle P1, from Their position will fill in gap of this fire

and also protect 1I,Gs, in teir erea, -

GINER. SITING OF WBAPONS. 8ce., Comdrs, under supervision

of Pl. Comdr, will tepe end spitlock the Sec., Posts, The Fwd. Sec.
to he mboul 25x apart end sited well fwd, on the foreshores

where beach sands c¢cnd snd the grass commences fi*ther bock woild
wause o certnin amount of dead ground on the beach.

DIGGING OF FIRZ POSITIONS.
)2 trencnes wiil be con8tructed in three tasks.

(1) Wiring and digging of weeapon pits for two men 6£t long

4'-6* deep 3'~-6" at top and 3' at bottom with a parapet 5°

thick o berm of 18" left helmoen edge of trench and parapet,

Slope to 4 in 1 both sides to be revetted with sané bags or

8048,

(11) %Will be to connect up ti. ~eapon pite with shallow crawl
trench 18" deep.
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D. 5. N 0T 4 8§ ACURI'D)

- i T ——

1.wl; I1I. Decpening cng widcening of weapon pits to 6ft.6ins.
nne erawl trenel to 3fv.

Gou OUFL.GD Truf reauoved ot comscneccmon® of dig:ing of trecachus
wlll be replaccd on top of parzpuet ~nG sub=soil
thrown up By CxXcovations . Erovidcd overhcod is not
~relleble Betting comouflage will be strotcehod over
top of post ond covircd withn suit-bl. wepitation
to blend with surroundinid.

Traecks to n~nd from position must bo ~voidud.
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COpY. NOeo «

55/53 BATTALICN -~ CALP 1939.

TACTICAL =wmXERCISE WITH TROLFS.

COPANY IN BZACH DEFENCE,

WOLLONGONG 1" = 1Mjle.
OCAL SKETCH 8" = 1 Mile

REFERENCE MAP,

VICINITY WOONON 4 ARZA O
DATE , 14/15_FEB 39
PREPARED BY. _CAPT, W.R,McGREGOR.
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COMPANY IN BEACH DEFENCS.

OBJiCT .

To exercise = Coy. inthe occupation of a beach defensive
position,

LISSONS,

Section posts should be sited to provide mutual support anc
give protection to ¥,G, posts. F.5.R. II sec. 73 (3)

>, Infantry is responsible for siting, organising and constructing
its own defence works including wire entangiements.
¥.8.R. ITI sec. 73 (6)

3. Reconnoitring patrols will be sent out frequently by Fwd. Coys.
during the hours of darkness and always not less than one hour
before it begins to get light; also by day 1if the forces are
not in too close contact and the tactical situation permits.,

I,T. Chap. 3 sec. 24 (5)

NARRATIVS,

1. AUSTRALI4A and NORTHLAND are at war andnNORTHLANDS naval forces
have defeated the AUSRRALIAN NAVY at sea.

2, It is expected that a landing wi.l be attempted on the KEW
SOUTH WALZS cozst and the occupation of beach defences has
been ordered in the vieinity of JERVIS LAY - WOLLONGONG=
NEWCASTLIE,

3. The 55/53 Bn. has been allotted a sector with boundaries es
followss~

RIGHT, (excl) M 5A69- L3C97
LEFT, (incl) M1C89 = L3B34
3Bn, are on the leftand 56 Bn on the right of 55/53 Bn.
4, "A"Coy, has been allotted a sector with the boundaries:
HIGHT?Eincl} M5C58 = L3C97
LEFT incl) M1C09 = L3B34.

5. C.0. 55/93 Bn at 0900hrs on 14 Feb met his Coy. Comdrs. at
COLLINS ROCK and issued his orders for the occupation of t he
position, part of which were as follows:~
Belt of F.D.LS. Beach line BELLALBI = BULLI
Forwards Coys. "BY% Coy.Right WAY Coy. Left,

Inter Coy. boundary: Incl."A" Coy. M5A69 = L3C97
Fire support as effects "A"Coy: = 1 sec, M.G. at COLLINS ROGK

firing south along BELLAWBI BEACH. lsec. M.G. at WANIORA FT.
with a fixed line on BULLI BZACH,
MORTARS.,

1 Det. ranging south of COLLINS ROCK, 1Det. ranging
gsouth of WANIORA PT.
SUPPORT GUNS.

1 sed at RAILWAY BRIDGE M1C34 and 1 sec. vicinity M1A55.

6., After making his recce. 0.C."A"Coy. issued the followilng orders.

Fwd. Pls.: 2 Pl. right= area COLLINS ROCK,

1 Pl. left = area WANIORA FT.
Inter Pl. Boundary. Incl. 2Pl.= CUTTING ROAl.
Reserve Pls. 4 Pl.~ area vicinity M1I1C13

3 Pl,= area " E1C37

Coy. H.Qs with 3 Pl,
Patrols: Reserve FPl, to patrol the flanks and beach line
Time available: Wiring and earthworks to be completed by
16 hre 35 mins. after commencement of exercise
Priority of work: 1. Siting weapons.2 wiring. 3 weapon
pits,4 communication trenches.b deepening 6 widening.
Pgats to be camouflaged.
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Fage, 3,
LARRALIVY cont,

700l dumps Sanitary Depot,
B}"—i'g Hq t::lq L4’D16I

Rk P, 14D5 7

9.V.5. Signal. RiUD= GRuEN - RED put up at Coy HelQ,

'—————-—-—.___.._____

APPROXT: ATSE TIMETABL: AND HFORECAST OF EVENT

2 ~ 30 Mine. Coy. Comdr's orders commenced

G Eh Coy. Comdr's orders completed

ZEero PL, Comdrs, completed recce. and commenced to
igsue orders,

Z +10 " Pl., Comdrs. oreders completed,Sec, Comdrs
Comience issue orders,

Z + 20 o#c Comdrs orders completed and tools and
wire dumped at Sanitary depot,

a2 + 30 oec., Tasks taped and spitlocked.

Z + 35 Weagpons sited, tasks g.lotted 10 men, eartworks

and wiring commenced,

& + 1 Hr.5 min, wiring completed,

Z+ 4 hrs35 " Sec, weapon pits 3'x 3'6" x 2' with parapet
and itberm completed,

Z % 8 hrs35 min, Weapon pits connected with sha*low n e,
communication trench over each Pl. locality

Z + 12 hrs 35 mih, Sec. trenches deepened to €%" x &' and

revetment completed,
Z + 16 hrs 35min Camouflage and sanitary trenches completed,
Z + 16 hrs 40 " exercise ends, comference and criticism,

INFORMATION,

The following papers are attached for information and guidance,
Object of exercise and lessons to be brought put,

Narrative and plan.

Approximgte timetable and forecast of events,

Points for notice.

In order to bring out the lessons of the exercdse umpirves should
make notes of the following points,

Lt N s
L - - L

UMPIRE WITH COY, COLDR.

Co~ordination of L.Mm,G,fire plan,

Tim¢ of commencement and finigh of orders,

liethod and style of delivery,

Precautions for conceslment and surprisc,

Whether Pls. are mutually suppotrting,

Particulars of gll orders issued by Coy., Comdr. during the
occupation of the position will also be noted,

ULIPIRES WITH PL, COMNDRS.

Note whether they make R.V.with Sec. Comdrs, before leaving to
meet Coy, Comdr, and also orders to pl, sgt. as to assembly
position of Pl, and Safety measures and concealirent against
aircraft.

Also note time of commrencement gnddfinish of orders; also method
and style of delivery,

Whether secs, are mutually Supporting and if Pls. are capable
0f alround defence,

Whether P1, Comdr, co-operates with M,G.Secs. in his locality,
The position of Scc, Posts and synchronisation of L.M.G., fire
vlan, also his administrative orders,

RCDIGT1023530
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D.O NOTES,

133508 1.

In ordcr to bring out lesson 1 the scc, positibons of Fwd., P1%.

should be well forward on the becach, as their object is to -

prevent an enemy landing which they could not do in the event

of a landing in th. semi dgrkness from positions further back,

i1t will Bbe necessary for Nos.1&2 Pls. Comdrs, immedigtcly on

taking up their Pl,localities to get in touch with the 1,1 .¢

Comdr, in thcir locality and co-operate with him as to:

1. Any likely gaps in i1.G.bclt of fire,

2. The necessary safcty precautions so that thc riflc secs,
posts will not interfecrc with the LG .Tf1lxcd lines,

Aftcr Pl.Comdrs have issued orders and commecnccd to gllocate

tasks the Coy., Comdr. sho-'ld move round, his Fwd, Pl. positions

and make sure that the Secs, are mutually supporting by the
synchronisation of their firc plans,

LESSON 2.

Lesson 2 is brought out by the thoroughness of the ordcrs of
the Coy. and Pl, comdrs. The allocation of tasks should be:-

1. wiring and weapons pits.
2. Deepening,
3« Widening and decpening,
The sequence would be as followsg: =
occ, Comdr., tapc post,
Slte wcapon pits.
Allocate tasks.
Prepare sentry roster.
Preparc range card,
Supervise excavation and thec rclicfs, also supcrvisc the
construction of the wiring,

Lceson 3 is brought out by the orders issucd by th¢ Coy. Comdr,
with regards to patrols, although no cnemy landing is cxpected
for at least 16 hrs, thc Security of every forcc is rcsponsibl=-
ity of its comdr, thercfore he will send out rcconnoitring
patrols each alternate hour during any period of darkncss from
the reserve Pls.,,the route to be out through No 2 Pl. and in
thruugh No 1 P1, position. The route should cnsure a com-letc
circuit of the Coy. sector, By day as visibility is good cach
Scc, posting onc sentry should be sufficient,

GINZRAL POINTS.

On completion the plan of dispositions should be scnt to Bn.H,G.
canitation in & position is most impor tant whecn the occupation
may be of fairly long duration and it is the pl. Comdrs,

duty to meke arrangemcnts for the digging of trenches,

With regard to messages which mey have to be sent back to Coy,
H.Gs by Pls,, the routes which are to be uscd by runners should
bc through reserve Pl, localities and in the cvent of 8, runner
going through the Pl. Comdr. should rcad the message which is
beingsent, and initisl it, The objecct of this is that if the
Coy. Comdr, wishes to scnd any messages outy;as a rcsult of the
onc he reives he knows that No.? Pl, Comdr, has rcad the mess.geo
~nd it is thereforc not necessary to scnd out another,

Wiring which is carried out should be far cnough in front of thec
Scc, posts, to prcvent bombers being able to throw gr.nad:s

into any position,
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Q:C. "AM Coy.

2 i/e "A" Coy.

Ko 1 Pl., Comdr, ., Bgt.
No 2 Pl, Comdr. P1, Sgt.
No 3 P1l, Comdr, Pl., Sgt.
No 4 Pl1l, Comdr, Pl, Sgt,

SuCTION COMDRG .,

No 1 Scc. Ko 9 Sec

No 2 Sec, No 10 Sce
No 3 Scc No 11 Sec
NO 4 Sec No 12 Secc
No 5 Scc No 13 Scc
No 6 Scc No 14 Scc
No 7 Sce No 15 ¥ec
N¥o 8 Sce No 16 Sce

DIRICTING STAFF AND ULPIRES,

Director
Scnior Umpire
Umpirc No 1 Pl,
Umpirc No 2 Pl,
Umpire No 3 P1,

Umpire No 4 P1,
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PREE . 3
Copy NOeessos

55/53 BATTALION - CAMP_1939.
Cal, EXERCI TROOPS .
NCE MiPS. WOLLONGONG . 1" = 1 Mile

fketch Bulli-Corrimel 4" = 1 Mile.

VICINITY OONON:
D4TE FEB. 39,
REP.RED BY. C.PT. W.R. McGREGOR.
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COMPANY IN WITHDRAWAL.

OBJECT .

To exercise a Goy in withdrawal from close comtact by day.

LESSONS .

1 The Comdr of the rear guard will agrange the timing of the withdrawal of
his force in accordance with the orders he has received, His constant care
will be to'maintain an intact front at all times.

I.T. Vol II chap. IV gec 32 (8)
FeSsRs Vol II chap. V sec. 48 (5)

2.0nce troops have left e position they will go straight back to the next one
as quickly as possible.

I.T. Vol II chap. IV sec 32 (12)

NARRATIVE.

1. On the 15 Feb the 55/53 Bn, was in a defensive position in the vicinity of
COLLINS ROCK. ( see "A" Coy defence exercise) with 3 Bn qn the left and
56 Bn. in reserve in BULLI PASS area.

2. At 1000 hrgs. an enemy force attempted a landing on "A" Coy. front but failed

3. At 1015 hrs due to further enemy pressure the C.0. 55/53 Bn ordered "A" Coy
to withdraw WEST and take up a defensive position with the belt of F.D.Ls.
Portion of his orders were as follows;-

(a) No withdrawal before 1120 hrs.

(b) » g " in fwd. Pls, before 1135 hrs.

(¢) Rear parties clear co-ordinating line 1210 hrs.
(d) Bn. R.V. at L 4 C 38

4, "A"™ Coy. Comdr.’'d-cidbd on the:folldwing plan.

(a) No 1'Pl. will commenece to withdra®'at 1130 hrs and will move straight
back to a pobition at L'4 D 62. and cover.the withdrawal of No 3 Pl,
: o Tw.w i ' T w " o o 1:.".-"';...3'

(b) No 2 Pl. will commence to withdraw at 1130 hrs. and will move via
CULLIES CREEK to the position at L4 D64 and cover the withdrawal of
No 4 F1.,

(¢) No 3 and 4 Pls. will commence to withdraw at 1155 hrs, and will move
Etr&ight baﬂk tﬂ 00?- RV

(d) Nos 1 and 2 Ple. will commence to withdraw from their extricating
position at 1210 hrg. and will mobe to Coy R.V.
M.G. sec. will withdraw at 1155 hre (by Bn. orders) to Coy. R.V.
L4 D65,
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APROXINMATE TIMETABLE AND FORECAST OF EVENTS.

TIME

75T0 = 35 min.

Z - 20
Zero

. + 10

" + 12

4 " % 20

" + 30

" . 30

" + 45

" + 50

" * - 55

INFORMATION.

"

EVENT.

—— e e . —

Coy Defehsive position occupied.
"  Comdr issues orders for withdrawal
Nos 142 Pls. commence thinning.
n n % slear of fwd areas.
n " M.M.G. secs. leave fwd.lpuaitinns.
Nos. 3 & 5 Pls. M@M.G..sac.'withdraw.
Nos. 4 P1. & 4 M.M.G. sec "
Rear parties clear co-ordinating line
"A" Coy. in new position.
Exercise HEnds.

Conference at L4 D 58.

INSTRUCTIONS TO UMPIRES.

1. The following papers are attached for your, guidance.
(2) Object of exercisc and lessons to be brought out.
(p) Narrative and plan.

(¢) Approx. timebtable and forecast of events.

POINTS FOR NOTICE.

o, Notes will be made of all orders issued, the time they

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

finished and also the method of delivery.

When the forward Fls. commence the withdrawal

when they are in position in their intermediate position,

Note steps taken by 0.C."A" coy.
Note routes of withdrawal by Pls.,

air is made use of.
Nots method of reorganisation of Pls. and movement to Toy. R.V.

to ensure security of his flanks.
the R.V. selected and whether cover from air —¢

are gnmmencad and

note the time and the time
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"A" Coy.

No 1 Pl.

Noe 2 Pl.

Noe 3 Fl.

No 4 Pl.

DIRECTING STAFF

Director

Umpire "A" Coy.
Umpire No 1 Pl.

Umpire No 2 Pl.

Umpire No 3 Pl.

Umpire No 4 Pl.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

MANNING CHART.

0.C.

2 i/c/
Pl. Comdr.
Pl. Sgt.
No 1 Sec
No 3 Sec.
Pl. Comdrs
Pl. Sgt.
No 5 Sec.,
No 7 Sec.
Pl. Comdr.
Pl, Sgt.
No 9 Sec.
No 11 Sec.
Pl, Comdr.
Pl. Sgt.
No 13 Sec

No 15 Sec.

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Page. &

2 Sec.

4 Sec.

6 Sec.

8 Sec.

10 Sec.

12 Sec.

14 SEG .

16 Sec.
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Copy Li0ess

55/53 B _ATTALION = CAMP 1939

| TACTICAL EXERCISE WITH TROOPS.

COMPANY IN WITHDRAWAL.

REFERENEC MAPS . TJOLLONGONG 1" - 4 Mile.
SKETCH A" = 1 Mile.

VICINITY WOONONA _ ARE&__ "C"

FPPREPARED BY CAPT. S.J. YOUNG.
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PE‘;EE 2-
AOMPANY TN WITHDRAWAL .

-n—r-—rhrﬂ* e O e

Q3JEST

To exercise a coy. in withdrawal from close contact by day.

2ESSONS .

1. A carefully prepared timetable is the basis of a well organised
withdrowal. The times laid down for the different phases will be
scrupulously observed. The fact htat a neighbouring Unit has withdrawn
should not make a unit hasten its own departure unless it receives a
written or verbal order to do so from an officer with authority to
give it. I.T. 1937 sec 86 (4)

2. It will often be desirable for M.G. P1s. to be placed under command
of rifle Coy. Comdrs. I.Te 1937 sec 60 - 4 (4)

3. Whatever the method adopted a running fight must be avoided at all
costs, as it leads to loss of control. Once troops have left their
pogsitions they will go straight back to the next one as quickly as
possible. I II Sec. 32 (12)

NARRATIVE.

1. The 55/53 Bn with 114th. Fd. Bty. (H) in support, is occupying a
defensive position in the area (incl) BRICKFIELDS. M5A40 - L8BB8O to
11C89 - L3B34 . The 34 Bn. is on Right- 5Inf. Bde. on Left.
Disposition within our Bn. is "A" Coy right=- "B"Coy leftw Inter Coy.
boindary .line MSA6T7 - L3C97.

The C.0. 55/53 Bn. met his Company Commandcrs nt WOONONA SIDING at

0800hrs en 15 Fcb.'39 and gave out his plan and ordors for vith=
drawedi to new Bn, dafenai?ﬂlnpgitian.

2. At 0400 hrs on 15 Feb. 39 the enemy landed on the NORTHERN portion
of BELLAMBI BEACH and forced "A" Coy. to withdraw to the line of RLY.
(main Illewarra)

3. The withdrawal of "A" Coy. left the Right Ilank of "B" coy. exposed
and at 0530 hrs. the C.0. was crdered by Comdr. 14 Inf. Bde. to withdraw
to the 1ine BRICKFIELDS L4B71.

PART OF HIS ORDERS WERE AS FOLLO¥S. |

(
(

No withdrawal of fwd. Pls. before 0E20 hra.

Rear parties to be clear of 1lire BRICKFIELDS L4B71 by 071C hre.
To agsist “B" Coy. withdrawsal 13 P1. M.M.G. is placed under
command of 0.C."3"Coy.

"B"Coy. to withdraw to reserve position vicinity. L4AB2.

o' P

0.C."B"Coy. issued the following orders for withdrawal:~-
8) No withdrawal of fwd. Secs. before 0620 hrs.
) 5,6,7,Pls. to commence thinning out 0620 hrs.
) szr parties fwd.Pls. to leave Sec. position by 0640 hrs
) 1&2 Sec. M.M.Gs. to clear sec. area by 0645"hrs.
) 8 Pl. and 3and 4 Sec. M.M.G. will cover the withdrawal of the fwd.
Flg, from their present positions .
g Pl. will commence to withdraw at 0655 hrs.
3 and 4 M.M.Gs. will withdraw at 0700 hrs.
Rear parties to cross co=-ordinating line BRICKFIELDS L4B71 at 0720w
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PHEE S

RQUTES OF VITHDRAWAL,

B o R T

cand 6 Pls, croéds countrv to DEPOT RD.

7 Plg, WANIORA RD.

8 Pl. cross to DEFOT RD.

Coy R.7. at ROAD JUNCTION 14D16.

13 21. M«M.G+ R.V. at L4C94 will then withdraw to reserve position at
LAABE and revert to D(s) Coy. Gommand .

APPROIMATE TIMETARLE AND FORECAST OF EVENTS.

TIME % AR

& . 30 0.C. "B" Coy. issues orders for withdrawal.

ZERG 5,5,?,IP15. commence thinning

& w5t Rear elmenta of fwd Pls. to leave Sec. position.
5 % 25 + and 2 Sec. MM.Gs. to clear sec. area.

4 %038 8 P1. commence to withdraw.

Z + 40 3 and4 secs. M.M.Gs., to withdraw.

Z # &0 Rear parties to cross co-ordinating line.

INSTRUCTIONS TO UMPIRES.

1. INFORMATION.

The following papers are attached for your information and guidance.

(a) Object of exercise and lessons to be brought out.
(b) Narrative and plan of withdrawal.
(¢) Timetable and forecast of events.

2. CONTROL . Director assistant director.
3. CONFERENCR

LA conference of umpires will be held on the groud prior to the exercisc.

4. POINTS TJ NOTICE.

Notes should be made of the time, method ,and sequence of delivery of
crders. Also of strict adherence to the timerable,control ane guiding o7 .
Ple. to Coy. R.V,

—% enhould dlso be notéd whether routes for withdrawal are recce. and

R.V.g8 fixed for PFla, ,

Note #hould be made of control of Amun. so that units are able to

supply {fire during the withdrawal.

Notes made of , when fwd. Pls. commence thinning out and remaining secc.
ccver withdrawal by increased fire.

REPORTE »

o T T ) P ———

Written reporiz will be handed in at the conclusion of exerchse.
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D.S5. NOTES.
LESSONS.

1. The withdrawal should be carried out to = timetable as shown in thi3
exercise. Primarily the Coy. Comdr. would get rid of his transport
then the Inf. 5,6,7 Pls. holding fwd. posts are thinned out, whilc
fwd M.M.Gs. cover their withdrawal by fire and also by the fire cf"
supporting M./ .Gs. and reserve Pl, The fwd. M«M.Gs. would also thin
out their Sec. until guns are manned by skeletdn crews and thesc
would get away according to timetabke on sec. limbers. Therefore
each component of the withdrawing force adhere strictly to timetcble
1aid down.

2. 13 P1. was placed under Command of 0.C."B" Coy., the object bsing
that in the event of an attack during Coy withdrawal the Coy Comcr:.
could use them to best advantage.

3. If timetable is strictly followed and the troops go stroight back to
Coy ReV. a running fight will be avoidcd, 2s supporting fire of
M.i?eGe and reserve Pl. will cover them to co-ordineting line ard
they should not stop during wathdrawal and become engaged as this
would waste time and alter the co-ordination of the withdrawing
force.
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Copy. No.
Sth N 9
TACTICAL EXERCISE WITH TROOPS.
TION IN
‘Efﬁ Hﬂ. Se HG‘ = M Be
Sket " Mile,

¥iginity HOONONA
M«-' 5 Feb s
Prepared by. Licut, A.E. Leach.
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Poigog Ry

TACTICAL EXERCISE WITH TROOPS.
MACHINE GUN SECTION IN BEACH DEFENCE.

OBJECT .

To exercise the M.G. Bection in the eccupation of a beach defenedve
position.
(a) by day.
(b) hY nightl

LESSONS TQ BE BROUGHT QUT.

1. Concealment is of the utmost importance ..... Infantry is reaponsible
for siting, organizing and consgtructing its own defence work, including
wire entanglements. FeS«Re 11. Sec. 73.

2. At the first opportunity arrangements will be made for the protection
°f M.G's and personnel from enemy fire. This can be done by use of
existing cover and by entrenching «...... Entrenching may be a danger
if obivious to ground or air observation. Care must be taken to
camouflage the work. 5.A.T. 111 Sec. 38.

3+ Ground over which movement is to be made at night should have
been thoroughly reconnoitred by day. Aids for keeping direction should
be noted and plans made for avoiding or getting through obstacles.
I.S.L. Sec. 35, (ii)-

QPENING SITUATION.

A situation has arisen between AUSTRALIA and a Northern Force which
necessitates the occupation of coastal defences in preparation for
a beach landing by enemy troops.
55/53 Bn has been allotted the sector = BELLAMBI POINT ( inelusive )
! WANIORA POINT ( exclusive) rear boundary PRINCES HIGHWAY.
= In his plan for the defence, the Bn Comdr visualised 4 and B Coys.
forward, C Coy in reserve , with three Plg M.G's in the role of
forward guns and one Pl. M.G's (attached from 56 Bn)in support.

NARRATIVE

Orders by "D"(8)Coy Qomdr ( in pursuance of the fire plan by 0.0.55/53
Bn.) included the follwwing salient points essential to 13 M.G. Fl.

INTENTION.
Will occupy defensive position to stop enemy on beach line.

. Forward Guns.

;

CREW . 1 Sec M 1c62 Arc to include COLLINS ROCK, Fixed line =
COLLINS ROCK =« range 600x.

2 Sec. COLLINS ROCK Mi1cB9 . Arc to include BELLAMBI POINT ,
Fixed line = BELLAMBI BEACH. range 600x.

$:0.8. Red, Green, Red Verey lights from vicinity COLLINS ROCK.
AMN, 14 Belts per gun to be unloaded in Sec Areas.
MBERS. To be sent back to Bn transport lines L4c¢73 after unloading.,

WORKS . Weapon and Control pits will be dug ( 1st task ) then connect ed
(Endn tﬂﬂkt)

TOOLS « 8 extra shovels will be dumped in each 8ec Area.

COY H.Q. L4d94
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SsAsh +RESERVE . L4d95
ReAsPe L4c77.
PROBLEM.
As Sec Comdr No.l. Sec. occupy and organize your area dor defence.

NARRATIVE Continued.

At 0900 hrs informetion from the R.A.A.F. revealed that an enemy convoy
was standing off the South Coast.

C.0. 55/53 Bn in anticipation of a possibel night landing, has ordered
that all defences be manned.

PROBLEM. 2.

As Comdr No.l, Sec, re-occupy your area and organize for defence.

APPROXIMATE TIMETABLE AND FORECAST OF EVENTS.

IME E
Zero : Coy. Comdr's. orders completed.
Z + 15 : Pl. Comdr's.orders and Sec. Comdr's. o#ders completed.
Z + 20 s Rear Parties Fwd. rifle pl. clear localities.
High gun numbers wiathdraw to R.V.
g : 25 : 1 and 2 sec. with skeleton crews move B0 R.V.
Z + 40 ¢ Rear parties cross co-ordinating lines.
Z + 45 : Exercise ends.
2 % 350 : Conference at L 4 - C 49,
e ———————
INSTRUCTIONS TO UMPIRES.
(2) GENE

1. Careful note should be taken of all orders and instructiéns
issued and the time of commencement and completion of same.

2. Notes should also be taken of t he times of commencemeng and
completeion of all operations, such as Sec, Comdr's recce,
occupation of position, digging in ebc.

8., Following are definite questions 1o Dbe answered by umpires regarding
the action of the Sec. Comdr. and &ec, Cpl.

(b) OCCUPATICN BY DAY.

SEE . Cgmgt‘-
4. Did the Seec. Comdr. expose himself,(or his orderly) unnecessarily

during his recce.?

5. What orders did he give to his range-taker?

6. Be prepared to comment on gun positions selected- are both guns
able to include the arc and fixed lines without danger to

peronnel?

—
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6+ Contde.

Also the control position = is it the best for(a) control (v)
observation (n) concealment.

7. Having selected the positions as above, how did the Sec. Comdr.
got his guns forward? Did he signal for them? Did he make use of
his orderly? -

8. Did he make any arrangements for local protection whilst
occupying the position?

9. Did he occupy alternate positions so that he could cemmence digging
operations on the others.

10, Did he lay the guns 3 degrees off his fixed lines.
11. Did he take the elevation on the guns with the clinometers

12. When the occupation was complete, did he send the orderly to Fl.
HeQ. with a message to that effect.

13. How did he organize his working party 7.
14, Do you consider that he lost time during any of the operations.?.

NOTE.
Timings in the approximate Time Table are based on emplacements
such a8 are shown in S.A.T. iii. Plate XX Fig. 1. to a depth of
three foot six inches. including connecting trenches, but also
includisg sandbag revettments.

SEC. CPL.
15. ﬁ;ving arrived at the position in readiness, did the Sec. Cpl. waste
any time in unloading.

16. Did he unload all the equipment and gear required. e

17. Did he get his gun numbers ( and Guns etc) forward as far as
possible towards the Sec. Comdr. giving due consideration to
concealment .

18. Did he receive reports from the Gun. Nos. ard then report his
Sec. to the Sec. Comdr.

19, On the 'ACTION' signal being given, did he then organize the
higher nfmbers in a chain of supply from the guns to the limber
or dump.

20, Did he give the limber drivers orders as to where he was to go
after unloading.?.

91. Did he look for water supply and notify Sec., Comdr of position
of same 7.

(¢) OCCUPATION BY NIGHT.

22. Having arrived in rear of the position to be re-occupied, whht
orders did the Sec. Comdr. give 7.
Did he give any Instructions against smoking use of lightts and
talking.

23, Had he any difficulty in finding the position. 7.

o4, Was the re-occupation carried out silemtly ? , Quickly 7.

25. Weee the guns half loaded and sentries posbed.
Did he allow the remainder of the men to rest 7.

26. Whet action was taken when the 5.0.5. went upe 7o

27. Had the Sec. Comdr. made out a Sentry Roster. 7.
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PAGE 1.
Gﬂp?- NOessvsonooe

58/53 BATTALION, _  CAMP 1939,
TACTT RCIS WITH TROOPFS.

(BEACH DEFENGE) BY DAY

E S, WOLLONGONG 1" = % mile.
Sketch, 4" = 1 mile.
VICINITY WOONONA
PREPARED by LIEUT, K. NICHOLLS.
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Lesson 2 (cont.)

3rd, Task. The remaining sub=section will construct a sanitary trench of
30 ft. and the weapon pits widened, deepened and revetted.
Time. 4 hrs.

4th. Task. Camouflage the posts from observation by turfs, or,where they
have been dug in sand, cover with grass to blend with the
surroundings. Tracks must be avoided.

In giving out his orders the Pl, Comdr. should cover the
following pointss-

Information. - position of troops in vicinity.
Intention.

Sec. areas.

Position of readiness

Arcs of fire

Details of Fixed lines.

Rates of fire.

§.0.5., and where put up.

Concealment

Local propection

Allocations of tasks and tools.

Alternative positions.

Limber positions.

Pl. H.Q.

When taping out sec. posts consideration must be given to the linking up

of the trench system, and 13 P1, Comdr. will have to work in liaison with
"B" Coy. Comdr.
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55/53__ BATTALION CAMP .

TACTICAL EXERCISE WITH TROOPS.

MORTAR DETACHMENT IN DEFENCE.

"AREA "B
REFERENCE MAPS. WOLLONGONG 1" = 1 MILE.
Sket " = 50 .
VICINITY WOONONA
7+h FEBRUARY
PREFARED by IEUT . «C +GIBBINGS .

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1023530



PAGE 2.,
ET IN Eo

OBJECT.
To teach the personnel of a mortar detachment the lessens here=
under set out anmd to exercise them in the occupation ¢f a defensive
position.

LESSONS.

The detachment commander reconnoitres his area with a view to
selecting a position for the mortar amd a control post. Ground offer-
ing the following advantages will be selected whenever possible -

1. Sutiable for the task.
2. Covered approaches.
3. Concealment for the Mortar.
With reference to 3. care must be taken to ensure that there is no
over head obstruction to the Mortar.
P.I.T. 8ec X1. 1, (b).
The positien of a control observation pest is giverned by tactical and
technical considerations, but every effort must be made ta keep it
inconspicuous,
Pel.T. Secs xl/ ¥ (E-)'
When there is gufficient time to reconnoitee for the mest suitable
positionoffering concealment, and thereby affording opportunities
fer surprise, full consideration must be given to the enemy's observe
ation. Obvious land marks may give cover from view, but they and
their vicinity should be avoided if likely to attract ememy artillery
fire. Positions inthe open defiladed as much as possible from the front
and clear of landmarks, provided their occupation is unobserved, are
preferrable to those under inadequate cover that will be likely to
draw artillery fire.
P.XeTe Bece X1. 2. (B).

SITUATION.

: 55/53 Bn. as part of 14 Inf Bde., is holding a defensive
position from FALT ROCKS to WONIORA FOINT.

2e No. 16 (M) P1., as part of "D" (S) Coy. has been given an
area between COLLINS ROCK and WONICRA POINT to defend.

3 No. 1. detachment has been ordered by the Pl. Comdr. to

occupy & position WEST of the Railway Lines shown on Lecal Sketch.

L]
1. It was reported on 7 Feb, at 1700 hrs that an enemy convoy
had been sighted 60 miles due Wast of COLLINS ROCK mowing in a WEST=
ERLY direction. with the apparent intention of making a landing in
the vicinity of COLLINS ROCK.

2. As part of the general beach defence No., 16 (M) Fl. was
ordered to take up a position from which fire could be laid down in
the marshy areas between COLLINS ROCK and WONICR3 POINT.

3, The Position was to be occupied by 1900 hrs an 7 Feb.

4. The P1. Comdr. of 16 (M) P1. decided to uccupy this sector
with Ne, 1. Let.

5. The Det. Comdr. was then given the following infermation =
l. The area to be owcupied.
2. The task allotted to the detachment (see aketch)
3« The position of the tree machine gun secs. and their arc
of fire (see Sketch)
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MORTAR DETACHVMENT IN DEFENCE :

INSTRUCTIONS TO UMPIRES

GENERAL »
No enemy will be represented.

The exercise is intended té4 bring out certain lessone as enumarated on
page 2.

The Det Comdr should be made a casudkty and another man to take his
place, This should alsc apply to Ne. 1. on the Mertar, and so en, so
that each man can fill any vacancy in the deatachment.

FOINTS TO NOTE.

l. Whether the Det. Comdr recces. the area with a view to selecting ;=
(a) Covered approach.
(b) Aectual gite for gun,
(¢) Observation Fost.

2 Whether any arrangements are made for carrying the special task

of the Det. at night. This can be done by sighting the target with and
object between the target and the Gun, preferragbly a stick of some
sort, and tying a white rag or material to the stick.

3 Whether thel™ts Comdr considers he should make out a range card
or not. If so, his reasons. '

4, Whether the area selected has good covered approach and conceal-
ment for the mortar and personnel.

5. Bequence of Tet Comdr orders.

6, Whether Let Comdr has been intouch with rifle Coy Comdr working
in asame sector with s view to mutual support.

7 Thether Det comdr has bllowed Bufficient safety ahgle for over-
head fire.

6. Time taken from receipt c¢f orders until the T'et is in position.,
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Copy No
55th/53rd BATTALION CAMP 1939
TACTICAL EXFRCISE WITH TROOPS.
MMoGo ATOON IN WITHDRA
REFERENCE MaP - WOLLONGONG 1" = 1 Mile.

SKETCH 4" a 1Mile.

VICINITY OONONA
DATE 15 Feb. 39.
PREPARED BY. Majer J.N.Abbott.
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M.M.G. PLATOON IN WITHDRAWAL.
Object of Exerciggs

To exercise s M.M.G. Platoon in withdrawal when in elose eontact.

Lessons to _be brought out.

1. A carefully prepaered timetable is the basis of a well organized
withdrawal. The times laid down for the different phases will be.
gscrupulously observed.

I.T. Chap. xiii sec. 86 (4)

2« Unless sited to cover a defile, machine guns should be in direct fire
positions, covering as wide an arc, at aslong a range as possible,
alternate positions being selecteds3 an easy and concealed line
of withdrawal will be important and vehicles should be kept as near
the gun positions as is safe, so that hte guns con be get away
quickly. It is desieable for M.G. Platoons to be placed under the
command of rifle Coy. Comdrs.

I.T. 1937 ( Chap. X Sec. 60 Para. 7)

3. A, proporition of the personnel should be sent back to a rendezvous
in rear before the final withdrawzl lsaving only the minimum number
necessary to bring the guns out of action.

I.T. 1937 ( Chap X Sec. 60 Para. 7)

Narrative.

1.55/53 Bn. with 114 Fd. Bty.(H) in support is in occupation of a de
defensive position in the areas Right Incl. M S A 40 -L 7B 00 -
Left.incl. M1 C 89 ~ L 3 B 34 ( For dispositbons sece. M.M.G. Pl.

in Defence exercise and sketch).

2.At 0330 hrs. Feb.39 an enemy landing on the NORTHERN portion
of BELLAMBI BEACH forced the forward platoons of "A" coy. and No 5
Sec. M.M.Guns to withdraw to the line of the Main SOUTHERN RAILWAY
with heavy casualties.

3.This withdrawal exposed the right flnk of "B"coy..
The 5 Inf. Bde. on the left of 55/53 Bn. had also been forced back.
At .0530 hrs. the C.0. 55/53 Bn. decided to withdraw to the line
L 8,A94.- L 4. A 92.
Portion of his orders were:-
(a) No withdrawals before o6oohrs.
(b = " in Fwd. Pls. before 0620 hrs.
(c) Rear parties clear the line L 8.B 60- L 4 B 81 by 0705 hrs.

4.The co-ordinated plan of withdrawal between Bn H.3.,"D" coy.,and
"B" coy. was as follows:=
13 P1., (M.G.) to come under command "B" coy. Comdr,
3and 4 secs. 14 P1.(M.G.) with 8 P1."B" coy. from their present
position to assume an immediate role and cover the withdrawal
of "B"coy. (less 8Pl.) and 13 P1. M.G.

S.Portion of "B" coy Cofidr. orders were:

"B" Coy to withdraw to reaerve poeition at L 4 C 35
13 Pl. M.M.G. " " " at L 4 C 49

"B" Coy. rendezvous at L 4 C 84
5 Pl. to commence thinning out at 0620 hrs Route COLLINS CREEK
5 " 1] LL n n " " i L DEP{}T RO AD.
!? " 1] " " 1] " "n L] n WMGRA HOAD
Rear parties of forward Rifle Pls. to localities by 0640 hrs.,

. 1l and 2 M.M.G. secis to withdraw at 0645 hrs,

8 P1 to withdraw at 0648 hrs.

—— W
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Narrative (Contd.) Page 3

5 Contd.
3 and 4 M.M.G Sec's. to withdraw at 0652 hrs.

6. 13 P1. Comdr. issued the following orders for the withdrawal of 1

and 2 (M.M.G,) secs.
13 Pl. reserve position at L 4 C 49
Pl. rendezvous at L 4 C 96
Proportion of Sec's to withdwaw at 0640 hrs.

M.M.G. Secs. with skeleton crews to move mounted at 0645 hrs.
Rear party to clear line L 8 = B 60 -,L 4 -~ B 81 by 0705 hrs.
Routes of withdrawal 1 Sec. DEPOT RCAD

o " " 2 Sec. WANIORA ROAD.

APPROXIMATE TIMETABLE AND FORECAST OF EVENTS

_TIME EVENT '

Z = 25 Min. 1 Defensive posts occupied

Z =20 " 3 13 P1, Comdr issues his orders for withdrawal
Zero : Fwd. rifle Pls. commence thinning ( 5,6, & 7)

+ 20 Min ? Rear parties Fwd. rifle Pls. clear localities
High numbers withdraw to RV,

: 25 " : 1 and 2 secs. with skeleton crews move to RV,
+ 40" 3 Rear parties cross co=~ordinating

+ 45" :+ Exercise ends

+ 50 " t Conference at L 4 C 49.

_—_____—_.—_‘._—_———-——-_—-—“-_W

INSTRUCTIONS TO UMPIREBS

1. Information.
The following papers are attached for your information

and guidance:-

(a) Object of exercise and lessons to be brought out.
(b0 Narrative and plan of withdrwal.
(c) Timetable and forecast of Events.

2. Control. Director Aggistant Director

3. Conference.,
A conference of umpites will be held on the ground prior to

the sxercise.

4. Points for notice.

Note should be made of the time, method and style of delivery
of all orders.

5, Interest will be maintained by the " Painting Situations" to the Fl.
Comdrs.and S6e. Comdrs.

6. Note will be made of the arrangemsnts made by the Pl. Comdr. for the
Recce. of routes for withdrawal.
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7,04 will be made of liksion with "B" coy.

§.411 Umpires should make themselves conversant with the detail
contained in I.Te. Vole. II Sece 3?(Dutias gpecial to rear guard action)
and where applieable, see that these duties are carried out.

9,Umpire with 1 sec. will note, partieularly the position of the Sece
limber at the time of the final withdrawal of the Sec.

10 Notes will be handed in at the conclusion of the exercise.

FILLID BY,

now o gut,

No 1 Sec. Comdrs

No 2 ¢ "

DIRECTING STAFEs

Director

Assistant Directo®
ulimpire 13 M.G. Pl.

" 1 See¢, Comdr.

n 2 L] "

D.S. NOTES.

Lesson I
Has bean brought out by th orders of "3" Cey Comdr. for the timing
o % —thdrewal of his Coy. and 13 Pl, and also by the erders of
the ¥1, Comdrs. for the witkérowmal of their Secs.
Failure on the part of any the withd@rawirg force to adhere to the
timetable may result in their being cut off, or if they withdraw too
early, will result, owing to the lack of fire support atthe right
moment, in other Pl. or Secs. of their force being caught.
Once clear of the defended localities they should move gtraight back
to their Pl. R.V. and avoid a running fight. As this withdramalliﬂ
made in daylight, a1l use of the cover on the gides of ﬂEP?T RO.AD
and WANTORA ROAD must be used for hte limbers, while tya higher gun
numbers can make use of the cover and concealment provided by creek
courses running through the area.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1023530



= _-'ﬂ'l—h_r. ""I_"fﬁ'{g‘lp*‘ .

Page 5.

Deide NOTES Gﬂﬂtd .
Legson 2.
In order to provide fiee support and particularly to protect ihw
right flank of "B" Coy. 13 Pl. has coms urder the corrznd of *3%
Coy. Comdr.. The reason being that he can quickly get fire support
should an unforescen situation develope Soth Secs. have been so
sited 28 to fire on wids arcs in direct fire positions. Un the
withdrawal of "A" Coy. on the right of wBt Cay, 1 Scc. comdr. b
COLLIN3 ROCK, would adjust his arc 80 as to conform to the ner Limw
+aken up by "a"Coy. ond at the same time cover "B" coy. right
flank, workimg in liaison with 5 Pl. "B" Coy.. Owing to cresk
s ursges and roilway lines both Sec. limbers will have tc vithdrow
on *he roads, 1 Scc. DEPOT ROAD and 2 Sec. TaANIORAL RC.D.
+OLLINS CREZVK, separating COLLINS RCCK ffom DEPOT RO&D will prevent
1 Sec. limber from coming closer to the Sec. post than 300 yds.,
this will necessitate a long carry, manhandling of guns and geily
so that 1 sec. comdre when thinning out the sec. poat s should
keop sufficient gun numbers to quickly do the task.

Leaann 3

Skoleton crews will come out mounted on the Séce limbers as far as
the co=-ordinating line.

Previous to the withdrawal the Pl. Sgt. will be sent buck totl he
Pl. Rendz. 2nd recce. lines of withdrawael. The skeleton crews
should consist of 12nd2 gun numbers of each sub=gection, the Sec
Comdre., and the orderly or rengetaker. Mo 1 Sec. will require to
meintzin an extra man in each sub= gection with ths skeleton crews.
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Page 1.
Copy NOseoo

55/53 BATTALION = CAMP 1939.

TACTICAL EXERCISE WITH TROOPS,

RIFLE SECTION IN RECONNOITRING PATROL,

REFLREN CE MAP, WOLLONGONG 1" = 1 Mile,
SKETCH 12" = | Mile.,

VICINITY WOON ON A AREA "B
DATE FEB. 1939.
PREPARED BY LIEUT. J,R.LINSCOIT.

T ST

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1023530



Page 2.

o S - g e

5, OBJECT., _ . :
" %o train the section in the Role of o Reconnoitring Patrol

A

BOSONE .
ﬁ'%gﬁggﬁéé patrol should be able to move silently,particularly
! e I.r.;
N Tl ' 7 in information and
T task of the patrol is to ges certaln *
i %ﬁere%ﬁrn ;ith it, without letiing the enemy know of its
jdentity or strength or if possible of its presence.

L —

%
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Page 3.

3.NARRATIVE,
During the day the 55/53 Bn., has been engaged with an
invading force and has been driven back to the SOUTH COAST
RLY., After a heavy counter attack the enemy was forced back
to the beack, after nightfall the 0,C., "B"Coy.decided to
send out a reconnaissance Patrol to ascertain 1f the enemy
still occupied the beach and their exact localities. _
0.C, 5 P1, instructed 1 Sec, to carry out a reconnoitring
patrol to ascertain the information the Coy. Comdr, required.

4, INFORMATION,

The enemy has been silent and inactive since sundown and
the C.0., believes that he has either evacuated the position
or else is preparing for another attack,

5. INTENTION,

1 Sec., will carry out a reconnaissance pafrol to the beach
and ascertain if the enemy still occupy the position,

6. MBTHOD ,

The patrol will advance along "AYroad to "BY road thence to
the beach and from there to a point about 700yds south
and then return via the Grassy Bank to "DV road.

PASS WORD IS "SMOKE"
7. ESTIMATED TIMES,

Z hr, to Z + 10 min, assemble and explain exercise,
Z + 10 toZ + 15 ™ Sec., Comdr., issues orders.

Zz +15 Patrol moves off.

Z <+ 40 Patrol returns

2z + 40 to Z + 60 D,S5, conference,

8. ADMINISTRATION,

Materials required, 2 white arm bands.
9.0RGANIZATION,

1 Sec. ! N.C.0., 6 MEN.

Skeleton Enem¥y 1 ¥,0.0, 2 men,

Direction,

Director Pl, Comdr, of sec, being exercised

INSTRUCTIONS TO SKELETON ENEMY .,
Inemy are to be at point X and are to move about as though

also doing a Recce, Patrol, they are not to make any
unnecessary noise and if they meet the Sec. Patrol they
must do all possible ta Zet away without being seen but
must remain long enough to be able to tell the Director how
many members of the Secfion consists of.
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Page. 4.
DS, NOTES,

1. LESSONS

The formation adopted by the patrol when advancing, 18
governed by variuﬁs factors. It is not neqeasa;y.that gngﬂ
fire positions be selected, as the nnly'?lme flrlng‘wuul_
take place would be if the patrol founa it had t0 fight in
self defencd. Silence is particularly essentigl, s0 also 1is
control, and it looks as though File ﬁith a good Space
between Files ,and the Sec, Comdr, with the second File
would be the best formation. . _

gince it is the task of the patrol to get 1nfurmgtlnn it‘muat
be remembered that the enemy also wants information and if
the patrol falls into his hands he will have g?t his
information and you will have left your Coy. without any
information at all,

Deduction.~ Avoid being ambushed, Bo not crowd together,

if capture seems inevitable then you must forsake silencc
end fight out of it and get back to your platoon,

2. SECTION COMMANDERS APPRICIATION.,

The Sec. Comdr. on receiving his orders,cannot carry out a
recce., of the route.he has to follow, and can qnly'rely on
two things= One, is his ability to kecp direction rm the
dark - secondly the fact that the line of his advance from
and return to his Pl, position are marked fairly Plalnly by
roads, At nights a2 route that is easily fulluwed is degirable
though hot always practicable, However, in this caae_thﬂ
roads and the beach and the Fence llne are vVery prominent
gids towards keeping direction,
Hrving his route 1a%d down for him the Sec, Comdr, docs not
sve to decide on this point and thus he concentraies on
the formations he will have to adopt during_the various
parts of his patrol and as the groung is fairly open to thc
Beach with very little scrub, it looks as though an open
formation is not suitable, On the Beach it would be pett?r
to get = wider frantage and perhaps have two files 1n line
forward S0 as tocover most of the GREEN BANK and also the
Beach, while,on the return journey the Sec. would not be ab}e
to0 extend very much because of the watercourse end the fencc.,
8o the Sec, Comdr. would decide on File with a spce of sbout
20 paces between files, for the advance as far 28 th? Beach,
snd then two files to extend in line and move Eﬂuth_W1th the
third file bringing up the rear ,and on the re?urn journey
file most of the way and single file when getting through
the fence,

3. SUGGESTID VZRBAL ORDERS FOR1+SEC, COMDR.

TOPOGRAPHY ., : |
That, road in front of us is "D road the flrﬂt_ruad on the
left of it is "A" road, and "D" and "C" roads run off "A"
road and lead to the Beach,

NFORMATI

The 0., Coy is not sure if the enemy has evacuated the Beach

or not,>nd we have not heard any enemy aectivities for some
time,

INTENTION'

1 8ec. will go out on a recce.patrol ana ascertain information
required,

Lﬂ‘-. -
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D.5, NOTZS contd,
3 Contd.
VETHOD .

- —

Line of =zdvance will be up "A" road to "B" road ( which

ie second on the right off "A" Toad) along "B" rd, to the
beach,then south to a point 700 yds from "B" rd., returning
along fence to "D# rd,, and along "D" rd. to Pl. H.GQ.
Tormaticn to Beach will be in file with 20 paces between
files. At Beach the secong file will come up on the left

of the first file and we will then advance in extended line
with the third file about 30 yds in the rear. On the

return journey we will move in file well spaced and in
single file theough the fence.

We have 30 liinutes to complete our task.

ANY QUESTIONS,?
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55/53_BATTALION GAMP 1939.

ACTI EXERCISE WITH _ TROOPS.
M.M¢Gs PLATOON IN WITHDRAWAL.
EBEH HG“
SKETCH 4" = 1 MILE,
VICINI WOONONA
PREPARED by. _ LIEUT. K.NICHOLLS.
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Pﬂgﬂ- 2

M.M.G. PL. IN WITHDRAVAL.
OBJECT.

| ee——

To exercise a M.M.G. P1l. in a withdrawal when in close contact.

123S0NS_TO BE BROUGHT OUT.

(1) Once troops have left one position they will go straight to the next
as quickly as they can.
I.T. 11. Bec. 32. 12+
(2) Some machine guns ahould be detailed to form the backbone of the rear
parties, a proportion of the personnel should be sent bapk to a
rendezvous in rear before the final withdrawal, leaving only the
minimum number necessary to bring the guns out of action.

I.T. 1937. Chap. X. Sec. 60/7.
NARRATIVE. .
115 55/53 Bn. is now in a defensive position in the vicinity of WOONONA
Right Boundary (incl) MS5A40 - L7BOO. Left Boundary (Incl) M1c89 -
L3B34 = "A" Coy. Riglt "B" Coy. Left.

(2) The enemy seccedéded in making a landing on BELLAMBI BEACH at @330hrs
On == Feb. and forced "A" coy. and 5 Sece M.Ms«Ge o withdraw to the
line of the MAIN SOUTHERN RAILWAY with heavy losses.

(3) During the attack "B" Coy. remained in possession of their sector

incl. COLLINS ROCK = Incl WANIORA Pt. with 1 Sec. 13 P1, M.M.Ge
firing BOUTH from vicinity of COLLINS ROCK,

APPROXIMATE TIME T4BLE AND FORECAST OF EVENTS.

TIME EVENT .

Z=-60 mims. Coy. Comdrs orders ro Pl. Comdre.
Z=30 mins. Pl. Comdrs. orders to Sec. Comdrs.
ZERO ., Withdrawal commences.

Z + 30 mins. Gun numbers withdrawe.

Z + 45 mins Last man clears line. L.8B60-L4B81,
Z + 65mins. Occupation of position at L4C49.
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«M.Gs PL. IN WAL «

INSTRUCTIONS TO UMPIRES.

1. Note lines of withdrawal.

2+« Note actions of Sec. Cpls,

3. Note actions of Sec. Comdrs.

4., Note control of Ammn.

5. Note formations adopted.

6. Note adherance or otherwise to time table.

Dn.S ENUTESl
When a M.M.G. Pl. withdvaws, those men not required to keep the guns in
action are withdrawn first. On the command “Prepare to move mounted®
the Sec. Comdr signaels for the limbser, informs Sec. Cpl. of amount of Ammn,
to be left at the guns and gives orders to the gun numbers.
The Sec. Cpl. orders the limber to a prearranged pesition, turns

it roung and assists spare numbers to take off the cover and take out the
gun shests. He sends fwd. any ammn., required. He then moves to the rendez-
vous with the whole Sec. except Nos. 1 & 2 of each gun and orderly and R.T.
He details a fresh No. 1. and No. 2 to take over the guns as soon as they
arrive back. .

On the command "MOVE" the Sec. Comdr. assists Nos. 1 & 2 to get
the stores on the limber and replace cover. All momnt on limber amd move
to rendezvous.

MANNING CHART.

UNIT POSITION FILLED BY,
14 P1. Pl. Comdr.
Pl. 8jt.

Sec. Comdr. 3 Sec.
Sec. Comdr. 4 Sec.
Sec. Cpl.. 3 Sec.
Bec. Cpl. 4 Sec.
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Unpy. NOsenses

55/53_BATTALION . CAMP__1939.

TACTICAL EXERCISE WITH TROOPS »

-

MORTAR DETACHMENT IN DEFENCE.

"AREA "B
REFERENCE MAPS. WOLLONGONG 1% = 1 MILE.
Sketch P = .
VICINITY WOONONA
7+h FEBRUARY 1939
PREFARED by LIEUT. E-E-GIBBIHQﬁ-
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FPAGE 2,

MORTAR DETACHMENT IN DEFENCE,

OBJECT.
To teach the personnel of a mortar detachment the lessens heres
under set out and to exercise them in the occupation of a defensive

position.

LESSONS.
The detachment commander reconnoitres his area with a view to
selecting a position for the mortar and a control post. Ground offer-
ing the following advantages will be selected whenever possible g=
l. Sutiable for the task.
2. Covered approaches.
3. Concealment for the Mortar.,
With reference to 3. care must be taken to ensure that there is no
over head obstruction to the Mortar.
PoI.T. Bec X1, 1, (b).
The position of a control observation pest is giverned by tactical and
technical considerations, but overy effort must be made to keep it
inconspiouous,
P.I.T. Sec. X:L/ L ¥ (E.)-
When there is sufficient time to reconnoitre for the most suitable
positionoffering concealment, and thereby affording opportunities
fer surprise, full consideration must be given to the enemy's observe
ation. Obvious land marks may give cover from view, but they and
their vicinity should be avoided if likely to attract ememy artillery
fire, Positions inthe open defiladed as much asg possible from the front
and clear of landmarks, provided their occupation is unaobserved, are
preferrable to those under inadequate cover that will be likely to

draw artillery fire.
P'II‘T! Sec., 111 L (B)-

SITUATION.

e 55/53 Bn. as part of 14 Inf Bde., is holding a defensive
pogition frem FALT ROCKS to WONIORA POINT.

2 No. 16 (M) P1. as part of "D" (S) Coy. has been given an
area between COLLINS ROCK and WONIORA POINT to defend.

3e No. 1. detachment has bsen ordered by the Pl. Comdr. to

occupy a position WERT of the Railway Lines shown on Local Sketch.

NARRAIIVE,

1. It was reported on 7 Febs at 1700 hrs that an enemy convoy
had been sighted 60 miles dus Weet of COLLINS ROCK mowing in a WEST-
ZRLY direction. with the apparent intention of making a landing in
the vicinity of COLLINS ROCK.

2 As part of the general beach defence No. 16 (M) Fl. was
ordered to take up a position from which fire could be laid down in
the marshy areas between COLLINS ROCK and WONIORS POINT.

3, The Position was to be occupied by 1900 hrs an 7 Feb.

4. The P1. Comdr. of 16 (M) F1. decided to ugcupy this sector
with Ne, 1. Let.

S The Det. Comdr. was then given the following information :=
1. The area to be owcupied.
2« The task allotted to the detachment (sse sketch)
3¢ The position of the tree machine gun secs. amd their arc

of fire (see Sketch)
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MORTAR_DETACHMENT IN DEFENCE
NSTRUCTIONS _TO IRES

GENERAL »

No enemy will be represented.

The exercise is intended t4 bring out certain lessone as enumarated on
page 2.

The Det Comdr should be made a casubhty and another man to take his
place, This should als¢ apply to No. 1. on the Mortar, and so cn, 80
that each man can fill any vacancy in the deatachment.

POINTS TO NOTE.

1. Whether the Det. Comdr recces. the area with a view to selecting :-

(a) . Covered approach.
(b) Actual site for gun,
(¢) Observation Fost.

2 Whether any arrangements are made for carrying the special task

of the Det. at night. Thie can be done by sighting the target with and
object between the target and the Gun, preferrably a stick of some
sort, and tying a white rag or material to the stick.

3. Whether theD%ts Comdr considers he should make out a range card
or not. If so, his reasons.

4, Whether the area selected has good covered approach and conceal-
ment for the mortar and personnel.

S Sequence of T'et Comdr orders.

6, Whether Det Comdr has been intouch with rifle Coy Comdr working
in same sector with a view to mutual support.

Whether Dot comdr has bllowad suffieient safety ahgle for over=
head fire.

6. Time taken from receipt cof orders until the Det is in position.
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