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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

ART FAGAN CREREK.
RAMJ RIVER AREA

(Erase heading not required.) SHEET 1
1l Oct 453 ol Oet 43

T e, o et e A i R A Date and Time—From ... .. . o Tk iR e e R

Army Ford. = 118.
{udﬂp‘[-:i.-,

Summary of Events and Information.

Remarks a_,nd references to
Appendices, Diaries, &c.

G ENE RAL

Air dropping on 30 Sep considered NOT successful but served
its purpose, Planes flew too low, causing many paskages to

0700

burst and scatter So hat recovery was impossivple,
Bde Comd lai d down following priority of stibres and equipment

B T T e S A e e e
4. Food, Also laid down that in future movenent nat ives would
MMI&MLM@H of CO's, Adjts, I0's and

Coy Comds.
Lient FRAZIER completed recce for landing strip and work was

commenced in the Site Lo WEST of ARLPFAGAN CREEK,
jrdars recaived that 25 Bde were ﬁnving de frnw KHIAPIT

Peom SACERAT whioh was cfthied out by jeep ferryin@ :
Ganepral VASEY accaompanied by Gerneralsg MORESHEAD and HERRING

landed on the new strip in Tpt A/C,
Bde Cond was given information that 25 Bde would reach this

area on 3 Oct and that 21 Bde were to concentrate fturthnep
WEST in vieinity of GUSAP RIVER.

1200

OPERATT ONS
—3707 Bn moved -to-lending strin gite and wopked in clageing

suitable area for transport A/C, Little clearing was found
necessary,

1700

2716 Bn noved Turther NEST 1intn DiLVOumSc arsn BAsT o GUSAP

2/14 Bn and Bde HO moved down into bivouac areas near 2/16 Bn
m RAMU RIVER,

RI VER 457163 Patrnls mnved fwd to GUSAP RIVER Prﬂﬂﬂiﬂg-

_\;‘ !.___.-.,r
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. suzar o

(Erase heading not required.)

Army Formi ,_ﬁ)zna.
(adapted.

Unit.. 2. Aust Inf Bde - Date and Time.—From .1 QOct 43 . . lo.. 91 0Ot 435 . ..
Place. Date. Hour. Summary of Events and Information. Rg;ﬁ;k; d?ﬂi :‘g?;;':ﬁ;;
Oct
JUNCTION RA*.‘IU__ 2 GENERAL
GIUSAP RIVERS ARBA —Orders—is8syedfap Bde—tomove—fwd—to—commentrate—imrarsa—oF
junction of RAMU and GUSAP RIVERS,
1000 2/7 Aust Indep Coy arrived in Bde HQ svea having moved down
from ZENA BENA, Capt LOWAS the 0OC contacted Bde Comd and the
Coy was placed under Comd,
1400 Gerieral VASEY with Brig EATHER visited Bde HQ to discuss the
ifrival of Div HQ and 25 Bde in the area, It was decided that
Sufficient space for Div installations. |
1500 Bde Comd with Genar: ASEY wen Pwd ta the nagading o h g R M AN 1

GUSAP RIVER 450168 where Engr recce party were at work, Hngrs
estimated GUSAP could be bridged by 1600 hrs on 3 Oct,

OPERATI ONS
. = o) To The West
bank, A Coy with a seec of 2/7 Indep Coy patrolled to KAIGULIN

at ¢ -

suffering 8 killed. Our casualties 1 died of wounds, A Coy
occupied this posn at 1735 hrs and bivousced

in area 458160,

_ _ for night. |
2/14 Bn and Bde HQ moved up in rear of 2/16 Bn and establisheld Ref Yap FINENTZGU 1"

2/27 Br—Yeft—two coys umdsy Mo JOHNSON 5 guard the Ilanding

Strip and re 'ainder togethedp ﬁiﬁh B Coy PIB and Engrs moved
Lo 4651482,

2/6 Indep Coy patrolled area to NORTH of RAGITSARIA but wadse
NO contact, Evidence of vervy precent JAP withdrawal from thig

j area,

=
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(Erase heading not required.)

[ 21 Aust Inf Bde 1l Ot 43 31 Dct 43
SR S R R Wl L o e Date and Time—From.....................cc.:oniummsininnee. fiouie AT i
Place. Date. Hour. Summary of Events and Information. Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &c.
JUNCTION RAMU- Oct |
GUSAP RIVER AREA 3 GENERAL
. NO fwd movewent up valley and opportunity atrforded for day
ﬂf‘raat

of GUSAP R1 UJ:.R
31600 | Genamwal M&Msi.t.ed Bde HQ and confepred with Bde Cgmd
giving his intention to move m and secure DUNPU area by4 O .

1900 Orders issued for 21 Bde to move on across GUSAP RIVER as
soon as bridge completed on 4 Oct,
OPERATIONS
2/16 Bn A Coy with section fron 2/7 Indep Coy occupied -
KATGULIN 2° %wo7404 and natnglled Pwd 4n dimgation of N J 3=

KAIGULIN 1, WAMPUN and NAVAPUT, Patrol under Lieut BREMNER
moving tnwards NAMAPUT cﬁntaﬂted snall enemy party, Casualtieg

‘were inflicted and we lost 2 killed 10ffr and 1 OR wounded, “
PIB patrol towards BOPIRUMPU struck enemy party of five in
village at 8459 guarding rood dump, Une was killed, one was
wounded and taken prisoner,

GUSAP RIVER-

_XATGULIN ARRA 4 GENERAL | ,
T 0900 Bridge over GUSAP RIVER completed and 21 Bde continued
advance WEST towards SURINAM RIVER, |
1600 Lt-Col Roberison G 1 visited Bde H4 and introduced LGt- Col
BRISCOE from British "ilitery Mission who was attached to Bdse
“to—observeoreraetionss
210Y Lt=Col HONNER CO 2/1” Bn evacuated, following wound received

in ?&MBH__aﬁhinn+_ﬂapL_E£leIQ__aaauﬂaﬂ cond temporarily,

Orders received from Div for Bde to prepare to move in
strength to XKEY POINT 3 a staging point on the JAP L of C in

L. By Authority: L. F. Jonxl'rnﬁ, Commonwealth Government Printer, Canberra.
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. suzar 4

| I W i Date and Time.—From ........ 1 Oct 45 .. To 31 Oct 43

(Erase heading not required.)

---------------------------------------

Place.

Army Formm¢” 2118.

(adapted. ; -

Summary of Events and Information.

Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &c.

GUSAP RIVER-
_KAGULITN AREA

vici nity of MINEEN,

Re f Mep DUMFU 1"

OF ERATT ONS

2714 Bn, ordered to occupy WAMPUN, ran into atrqgg éenemy posn
at 802457, C and D Coys attacked enery and forced them to
withdraw after inflicting 20 killed and 1 PW talken., Our

Ref Map DUMPU 1"

“CESUEItISY I OTTF &nd 5 URS wounded, 2/1Z bn consollidatsd
WAMPUN far the night 4/5 Oct, €0, Lt-Col HONNER was wounded
e

A

2/16 Bn moved fwd from KAIGULIN area across SURINAM RIVER
to 014 DUMH L/G at 7149, D Coy pushed on to DUMPU yillage

at 693521 where approx 15 JAPS withdrew as coy approached,
One JAP was killed and quantities of equipment and amn werse

—abandoned as the JAFS withdrew,
2/27 Bn moved with Engr party and worked in construction of

Jeep—track—as—far—eas BT —REVER—72-5568
Bde HQ halted for night at KAIGULIN 1,

¥AGULIN . DUMPU

GENERAL
Bde concentrated in DUMPU area and prepared to await arrival

oI maintenance In supplies etc,
Maj DUCHATEL with party from 2/16 Bn made recce to locate

Recommendation made that B Coy PIB should have a complets

isd =¥ minkniss epe ns LS L) 1 L—S-nd - —— - = p e i 'e-e-t :
trouble, Offrs and NCOs were also feeling the strain as the
coy had marched from BULLDOG right through to DUMPU,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

OPE=ATIONS

—27/1% B witharew from WAMPUN mna velieved 2/27 Bn Trom THeIT

tagk of road construction from KAIGULIN to SURINAM RIVER,
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Erase heading not required.)

Army Form#~ 2118,

(adaptea.,

2 Aust Inf Bde 1 Oct 453 31 0 4
1 e g Y (R G P Date and Time—From .......... .. ....oooeooomoeean.. S T 1Gt 3 ........ .
Place. Date. Hour. Summary of Events and Information. Rin;;k: dai:irg?;::;ﬂ;;
Oct
DUMPU & OPERA TIONS _ .
Patrols from 2/14 and 2/16 Bns covered area WHEST to MOSIA
HIVER withaut contact.
¥ ZERRTRS B e 7 : T UF AL Voo M. A1 I'a L
35 I'nunda nntu JAP ncﬁupiad villaﬂ;a GUYS PCIST 1n FBIR VALL::.Y
crossing and DUMPU villaﬂa raspactiﬁely i ¢ b L
DUNPT " G AINERAL
To protect the construction of installations ete 2/16 Bn
MOVEd L0 DAOSL Brod 000UDDS.
1400 Rde CD""!L':"; wit.h r‘apt GEDDES ccn’ractad Lt-f"ul BISHOP at KINGS
astablish.tase one dayfs c&rry distance ard patrnl de to eut
JAP L of C, Route chosen was along FATA VALLEY to GUYS POST
685693,
1600 Lt-Col ROBERTSON G 1 wisited Bde Hgq .on recce to chnasa site

for Div HQ in DUNPU are=a,
SatisPﬂctary woﬁk pruceeding in cnnstructiun nf‘lalding strip

i

"-""'

fhlling at 1700 hrs ard cnntinuad ;hrnuﬂhqut night causing
rivers to rise.

OPERATI ONS

on established In BEBEI area with patrols NORIH,
2/27 Bn D Coy moved up FARIA VALLEY and halted far night 7/8

get—a—approx—685595;
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. suear s

( C

(Erase heading not required.)
1 Oct 43 YL 31 Oct 43

---------------------------------------

Date and Trme —From .

—J

Army Form/C. 2118.
(adapteat)

Place. Date. Hour Summary of Events and Information. Rﬁﬁ dai:im[g?:;!:?;:
Uet
KA GULIN- DUMPU 5 Crossing the river by fording was made at 1700 hrs and@ Bn
1oved Lo concentrate in aresa 594529,
2/18 Bn concentrated in DUMPU village area with patrols fwd,
Commenced work on clearing the old landing strip to WEST of
SBRINA T RIVER,
2/27 Bn When relieved by 2/14 Bn on Poad construction work
o7 oved o B O B IO vE 50 ORTH OO UR
RIVER vallay and nccupiad KII*TG'S HILL '?055'?5 a f‘aatura
were abandﬂnad as the Bn apprnachad Bn halted for t.he night i
deployed -1 high ground overlooking URIA VALLEY, One JAP
suffering from fever was taken prisoner by 2/27 Bn when found
in hut to NORTH of DUMPU village.
BBE—HE estmmnn—zz‘rm: village.
2/6 Inc‘iap _-nv patrullad t.hs area from WAVPUN to the WEST
- o NA I RTURE i veusecad—Lan
night 5/5 Oct at SURTNAY RT a.r::a erossinc 7047 -
DUMPU 8 GENERAL
concencration or Bde in DUMPU area continued,
1500 Gan&ral VASHY GI"'JEEE(:J. SURIN& RIV" b v jeep and conferred
| move ent in .atrangth | : :
1800 VMai LANDALE arrived to adm caomd 2/14 Bn,
Recce party landing strips coneluded and two sites chosen as
follows No,1 at 6652 No,2 at 6354, 2/14 and 2/16 Bns
comméencéd work -n clsaring sLrips,
Pending arrival o further supp lies 2/‘2’? Bn waitad in area
e 2 o g - OIoCcoe B O 8] o FE-0e
G F{II‘I} raininad and resumed comd 2/6 Indap Coy.
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By Authority: L. F. JorxaToN, Commoanwealth Goverument Printer, Canberra.

)

RCDIG1023940



WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

91 Aust Tnf Bds

T B

( ¢

(Erase heading not required.)

| 1 Oct @3 31 Oct @3
Date and Time—From .......... ....ccccecvvviiievivierennen.

SHERET 7 (adapted.)

Army Form ©:2118.

Place.

Date.

—

Hour.

Summary of Events and Information.

Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &c.

DUMPU

ioa-
8

1000

1400

GENERA L

a3 OWENS and Capt ROSZ contacted rear detalls o 2/27 ~Bn
at KU;‘-’IMDL. |
Following heavy rain night 7/8 Oct arrival of transport A/C

on—Nos 1 e,
Capts GORDON and ROSE visited NO,2 strip where construction

i - Bka rhall- .---..._:-__

A sl aWis = 1

worlk,

—=

OP ERAT T ONS
2/27 Bn D Coy in GUYS POST area was attacked in the early

X 20 JAP o, Two attacks were

repulsed and anaw} withdrew suffering 3 killed., Own casualties

-1

Remainder 2/27 Bn moved NORTH up FARIA VALLEY and halted
at GUYS POST at 1200 hrs, Picaqueting parties were placed on

all dominating features to protect onward move of En,
2/6 Cav Sgqn Moved to KUMBARUM area and occupied KINGS HILL

BTd SUTTOUNGLinE Tearures. Patrol under Lieut UGHRAHAW moved up

URIA RIVER to relieve 2/27 Bn patrol under Lieut JOHNS,

when fired on,GRAHAME patrol failed to contact JOHNS patrol
returning and was ambushed at approx 717587 CRAHAM and 1 OR

were killed and patrol forced to withdraw, A
2/14 Bn B Coy moved to KUMBARUM to protect L of V to 2/2‘? Bn

b,

GUYo FOoT,

0900

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

1000

Gl
Signal despatched for Maj RHODEN to take over 2/ 14 Bn frgm

of deficiency of 6 O0ffrs and 70 "ORs,

By Authority : L. F, JonxaroN, Commonwealth Government Printer, Canberra.

Ma i LANSDALE and Maj LEE to go to T T .2, to peplage Mai RHODEN
Capt KING OC 2/6 Cav Sqn visited Bde HQ to request replacement

M‘
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Erase heading not required.) SHEET 8
............... Date and Time—From..1..0et..43.. ...........To......31.0ct 43.. .. .

Army Form C; 2118.
(adapted.)

Remarks and references to

Place. Date. Hour. Summary of Events and Information. Appendiies, Distics. &
Oct GENEHAL:-
DIUMPI o  TI200 — | Maj=Gen G.A.VASEY,@8C 7 Aust Div,visited Brig I.N.DOUGHERTY

and relterated present policy,viz:-to remain in present positi
and do active patrolling to prevent Jap from interfering with

ons

"DUNPU-GUSAT area, Two reasons ror staying here were = (1) Oup
role was to sscure air strips in RAMU VALLEY(this we have dond

—E ) Thediffiecnities of metrteining o force—im—the mountetirs

where the Japs have an easierx L of C to his motor road = to

_BOGAD.JT WM, Tﬁﬁicﬂ.himls_wem_tha_t_our_ahagn_iﬂ the ares wonld he
lengthy,

Transport aircraft landed on No,l Strip bringing in supplies,

mail and comforts,
7 Aust Div advised that thair HQ wnuld be established in area

& A =T 5 B o NS orogereo 3 DVE

into area to prﬂtect 7 Aust ﬁiv HQ and installations at No,1l
r

OPERATIONS ¢ =
227 Euat Inf Bn moved on from GUY'S POST to establish base at

approximately 7006068 on high groung overlooking well worn foof
track.This pnsitiun waa cﬁnsidarad to ba a one day carry from

»'; OV E [ ) L Wa S made v
the enemy in strangth and 2/2? Aust Inf ﬁn occupied ridge
—dominating tragle an
party attacked ridge position and were driven off suffering
8 killed and one PW taken, ILieut MARTIN and 1 OR killed 3

wounded,

From interrogation of PW it was found that the 2/27 Aust Inf Fn

“WeTre astride & Jap L ol C wWhich appeared to b &n Zlternative
to his ﬂain L uf G ta the Nﬁrth

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Unit ...

( C

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

Hﬁmgimﬁuﬁanlﬁfmﬁﬂe ................

(Erase heading not required.) SHI

El..[

T 9
Date and Time.—From ......1. .Qat .. 145......... Lo B RaEr AR 3

P]EC'E.

Date.

Hour.

Summar)r of Events and Information.

Am'l Form .. 2118.

(adaptea.)

Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &c.

DUNMPU

Oet
10

GENERAL: It was decided that all Bde rear elements be brought

Torwera from EATAPTT by thefirst—eavatisbis plarss,

No.2 Landing Strip near the FARIA RIVER now servigeable for

Transport Ajirerafl Strip 3000 feet long 225 feel wide bearing
295 degrees,

OPBRATIONS: 2/14 Aust Inf Bn arrived at KUMBARUM at 0915 hrs a

hd ralieﬁad

2/8 Cav Commando Sqn.Standing patrol of one Platoon strength
along UHIA RIVER to pratsct L nf‘” tm the 2 27 Aust Inf'En.

O FP'g & e or - < 4 » 2 2 )i 15 1 5 Lo g
ERST ﬂT KUMBARUM anal patrﬂlling.ﬂu cnntart

= = e e I o
r=— Jr— ' By - - B N e Y ﬂ'l’-\-’

LHG NO casualtiea

z/zv Aust Inf Bn, At 0630hrs Japs attacked with much Iglligg.

1045

Three Japs killed,
Patrol to 705617 engaged by Japs,.Own casualties 1 OR killed

1540

3 wounded, .
Jap gun from position approximately 713627 shelled PBn area,

Swr—Arty—0B—fir—appoared—ecfifectiveo;
Japs killed were well equipped with exception of boots.Also

appeared to be well fed and were carrving approximately k 7

days rations,
25 Aust Inf Bde :- ”mrtinuad patrolling up SURINAM RIVER,

investigating report oi Japs in area 7554,

|""l""l u- 1P | * \ ""'I- ,‘ F f

oy
o
= =
v

»

b
.0

—He—b0

cnn?er with Brig I N DOUGHdeY'
Maj E.S.OWENS went to 2/14 Ant Tnf Bn at KUWBARUM to assess

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

1300

By .&uthnrlt: L. F JOHXNATON, Cummunwulth Government Printer, Canberra.

tactical situvation and convey Bde Comd's for prompy action
to clear L of € to 2/27 Aust Inf Bn,

I/c 2/16 Aust InfT Pn instructed by Brig 1.N,
POUGHERTY to relieve Maj LANDALE and Admn Comd 2/14 Aust Inf
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

HQ 21 Aust Inf Bde

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Date

(Erase heading not required)
1 Oct 45

Date and Time—From. ... ..

-------------------------------------------- =n B RS ETETE S ECE e B A A TETEI T ETTETEAETETEIEEEE IR R

Summary of Events and Information

B s AT

Army Form C.2118
(ﬁd:&)_

SHEET 10

Remarks and references to
Appendieces, Diaries, &e.

Ot

OPERATIOQNS,

0

LL at 706582 during darkness and dug in by

ot B3 08t -1ighi -1 1--Dob-R a,t..;_,gm..“p.a.pt,gr....m:u.i,.x.]gm.:I',g....2,(23?.....3:;....i.';]..nad,...g;n,..h.i....... 7 TR BRI et . { by P [T

from this position and natives dispersed,
e 1Q0.... 1One platoon atbtack on Jap position with supporting fire ILOM 1 .. m——————
2L A o [two platoons on KINGTS HILL, MG and 3" Mortar and 25 pounders
over open sights, Attack successful and L of C to 2/27 Bn
- . D i “Ipgmgpened;-Cxsnatttes =0 -Faps-ktttredyown =-d-kiited G " e
wounded,
TSI IV L | IS T SRR s 6. Aunst.Inf Bn..Qontinued. patrol..operations. from BEBEL MLLER= L iccsissssinemsmmsissmsiommsmsisniss
out making contact,
2/27 Aust Inf Bn, Bn HQ area shelled by single Jap gun from |
............................... " R ey g TVEREs T 5 P TR EVORT S RIDCE B Ra B G RaE g
Own Arty fired CB and enemy gun ceased firing, Bn generally L
» R r-coniact-with-gnali--onemy-perbieg-tn-wi-dely A1 8PS PE G - BBGRB | o
Lt T.MARTIN killed,
: During.night.10/11.0¢c%.5. Japs. attempted to destrov. Light Sectien . .. 5.
25 pounder guns in position SOUTH of KUMBARUYM, Attempt failed
and Japs fled leaving guantity of explosive material,
. i - 4 SRSt THT Bas . 2/ 33 BH #Ep o rT pe T I e sntan v wi vt JapyT M
on 4100 feature at 7858,
- . e ﬁﬁigéﬁwwyapﬁ@tadm&ppm@xmmatﬂ&yméﬂﬂmJﬂpamimmamaaw355évnwan%ﬂu - SEp—,
airecraft was fired on and P40 escort called on to strafe posns
& Ol s of enemy, . . .. e e e T R e D L RO L S LA, % -
f 12 GENERAL, |
I A ot s o ! IR LGS *“M“ﬂaﬁa*fn?nnetrﬁﬂpD’fﬁﬁty@‘?{ "'"'Fﬂ'""HBEt'""b"ﬂ'"hﬁ'""f’l'ﬂm'"iﬂ' ................................................... =
1 to DUMPU 4n order to give greater support by arty fire, This
| i AT SRR G T, W ¥ Sy ~Jaxtra..suppart.wonld.saxe.nakives. fron.carryving. nortar. homba..... i e o

4-43—Govt. Printer, Brisbane.

/
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farward,
21 Bde's rear elements arrived from KAIAPIT and moved into

oy
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R DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Erase heading not required.)

Unit....HQ. 21 Aust. Inf Bde. .. .. Date and Time—From ..1.. 0ct. 43 ..........To.. .31 Oct 43 .. .. .

Place.

Date.

Hour.

Army Form C:2118.
: {udapteg' -

SHEET 11

Summary of Events and Information.

Remarks and referepces to
Appendices, Diaries, &c.

DITMPTI

Uet

12

DUMPU apes,

Capt HOLLEY (LO) visited 2/27 Bn HQ fwd at TREVOR'S RIDGE,
QPERATIQNS

2214 En. Patrol cleared L of C to GUYS POST, Standing patrol

by platoon of 2/14 Bn,
2/16 Bn. Patrols from BEBEL, No contact.

on feature SE of KUMBARUM, 2/27 Bn platoon at GUYS POST pelievdd

Bn, In contact with enemy estimated LWo coys in area
960, Jap casudiies heavy = known dead 50, Enemy pressing hard

1600

My 9 IO i .
Lt-Col BISHOP felt that amn position ( due to dislocation of
L of C11 Oct ) might necessitate a withdrawal to shorten own

L of C, Brig DOUGHERTY left the decision regarding a with-
drawal to Lt-Col BISHOP but stated that Bn would fall back to

15

area orf GUY'S POST IT the position deteriorated,
1t now appeared certain that 2/27 Bn were astride major Jap

Foaab—traetr—wriel—sa—tie—taf 5 —Frayr—Pp S —$HRe—ad
to his motor road to the coast,
25 Aust Inf Bde. 2/33 Bn peported in contact v th estimated

one coy of Japs on precipitous spur at 7556, Own attack unsuc-
cess ful,

BNG 3

2/6 Cav Sgn reverted to Comd 7 Aust Div,

E0;—returmet—Ftrom2/2% Bn
L ’.L-IU_, L L : e

OP ERATTI ONS,

B Coy reaghed GIIVS POST at 2230/12 with role =
one pl patrol high ground EAST of FARIA RIVER, one pl escort

16 Bn. warned to prepare to move from BEBZL yia GUYS POST

2527 Bn carrier train, one pl local protection GUYS POST,
to relieve 2/27 Bn in TREVOR'S RIDGE area,A recce of route was

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

Army Furmf' 2118.

(adaptec.)
(Erase heading not required.)
Oct 43 31 Oct 43... SHEET 12
Unit ... HQ.QlAustInf‘Bdﬂ ............. Date and Time—From ..... 1 ..... c i s iy e s G Loy
Place. Date. Hour Summary of Events and Information. R;ﬂ:fpj: o f%?;ﬁif;ﬂ_
OCT

DUMPU 15 made with the additional view to & possible jeep track throug
to GUYS POST,
2%27 Bn, Bn repelled 2ll Jap attecks and remained in paaiti;p

B, & vy, pDexd 92, Owrr =
killed 28 wounded, '
Pdan now saéura-andan warned to hand over to 2/16 Bn on 14 Oct.
o5 Aust Inf Bde. Attack by 2/33 Bn on Jap posn at 7556 not
suoccessTul. 2/31 Bn moving to relieve 2/33 Bn,
DUWPU - KUWBARUW, T2 GENEREL
0930 Bﬂe HG, ﬂovaﬁ tﬁ VUTB&HUJ area,
g V- S ol = e SRS - ~Wak o g3-bla F‘nﬂa_uaa._....d..b.f
nf URTA HIVLR (incl) and 25 Bde for area EﬂST of URIA RIVhR(eﬂcl).
Lieut SNOOK who had guided 2/27 Bn into posn astride Jap L of
¢ returned from 2/27 Bn, |
OPE EATIUNS
TACE Tocal patrolsd RUMDAROM @rog,
> -n Moved ihto pqaitinn in JOHN'S KNOLL area and relievied

2 A L5 MR =" Tap—eure st - L o alha REVARS RIDGE g
2/27 Bn. Relieved by 2/16 Bn and moved into area GUY'S POST,
25 Aust Inf Bde. 2/31 Bn occupied Jap posns at 7656 without
oppos on, :
Owing to unfavourable weathér conditions alir strike on
KANKIRYO area was postponed, .

KUMBARUM 15 GENERAL,
Bt T N DOUGHERT Bde " w NH N RN a1y ol
vie BEBEI to visit 27 Bn at GUY'S POST They remained thara
during the night 15/16 Oect,
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Erase heading not required.)

Army farm . 2118.

Unit........ 1 QBlAUEtIndeG .......... Date and Time.—From ......... ! OctéﬁTﬂ ........... 0 cht 45 _ SHEET 13
Place. Date Hour Summary of Events and Information. Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &c.
Uct
KUMBARUM 15 GENERAL (cont)
Capt VICKERS , REME Officer, visited 21 Bde area Lo obsarve
operations and to report on equipment, |
OPERATIONS
g;j% %n.ﬁ A Coy moved out on a ee day patrol up WEST bank
0 RIVER to join up with 2/16 Bn at JOHN'S KNOLL,
2/27 Bn, In reserve at GUY'S POST,
s it Ted—airstrikes onroooupied vitiegestr PAUHOT A —aTen]
16 GENERAT,

Va j=Gen G.A.VASEY visited 2/27 Bn where he met Brig 1.N.DOUGHE
Comd 21 Bde, He congrda ulated the Bn on the excellent operati

RTY,
DI

B.‘b L e .
Brig I.N.DOUGHERTY moved to 2/16 Bn and then returned to GUY'S

OPERATIONS,

?£14 Bn, A Coy patrol returned without achieving its objeet,
viz, contact 2/16 Bn at JOHN'S KNOLL,

2/165 Bn, Patrol activity only, Jap gun again fired on to
TREVORYS RIDGE »sn old 2/2%7 Bn posn,

2{27 Bn, Loecal patrolling, Standing patrols established on

featnre to WEST of GIOV!S POST (named SHAGGY RIDGE).
Own arty fired harassing fire on suspected Jap L of C to

KANKIRYO SADDLE,
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY Army Farm G, 2118

adapted
(Erase heading not required.) (adapt

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
.......

Unit HQ 21 Aust Inf Bde Dote aiid Time—Fion. 3 965 &3, . 31 Oct 43 SHEET 14

Place. Date. Hour. Summary of Events and Information. Remarks and references to
: Appendices, Diaries, &c.

KUMBARUM 17 1000 |[Bde Comd, Brig I.N,DOUGHERTY, returned to HQ from GUY'S POST,
1200 " [Brig 'HERTY made an Zerial recce 1n a WLRRAWAY, coverin
the araa from KANKIRYO North to approx YAULA and then over own

Bderposittorss
OPERATTI ONS

2/16 Bn., Patrol to NW along FARIA VALLEY located deserted
ap posns, Casualties were inflicted in a clash with small

enemy patrol,

Local patrols only in other areas,

18 G ENERAL

Maj E.S.OWENS, BM, and Capt R.T.M.ROSE, I0, visited 2/27 Bn at
GUYIS P’_}ST and than 2/16 Bn at JOHN'S KNOLL,

Lieut KEEI‘:EF? US Army & ﬁg?‘ﬁmmmmmw _ o1
RAMU VALLEY aa fap WEST as KESAWAI, and reported area not

u&&%&b}e—£ap—&&ﬂé%ag—gfﬂuﬁg—aé%ea1
OPERATIONS,

Wcﬂ TocaEtSd BNemy POSH COVering TIpproSci T1ong
ALLEY to NW, Poan estimated strongly held.

LﬂEfﬁ*ﬁTTHFtEﬁ_ETtT“fTPH O tHese posns—bhut—Tresutts—werenot

observed due to adverse weather conditions.

Patrol ops contimied In other areas,

16 Bn,

Continued investigation

of enemy posns in FARIA
b hygyr—Hes soaden

dipectdd on Jan posns in thia area with unobserved results,

L. By Authority: L. F. Jouxaron, Commonwealth Government Printer, Canberra.
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Erase heading not required.)

Date and Time—From ....... 1 00t43 ............... To......9%. 00% 40

Army Form C, 2118,
7 s

SHEET 15

Remarks and references to

Place. g;té. Hour Summary of Events and Information. Appendices, Diaries, &c.
KUMBARUM 19 OPERATIONS (cont)
2/27 Bn. Patrﬂls continued recce of SHAGGY RIDGE area,
- & = sal=Nalal=Nm 1 LY = i-u = = N H -
ossible abservatiun of KRNKIHYD from high feature to SOUTH
nemed MT PROTHERO ).
20 GENERAL,
‘Brig I.N.DOUGHERTY, Bde Comd, visited HQ 7 Aust Div for a
conference with Ma1 Gen G,A UASEY GOC,to discuss possible
fotuaremove o f—21 Bde 2
Capt P.GEDDES,SC, made a recce for possible jeep track from
-BEBET tHToURI - to 80T HSPOST,
| OPERATIONS,
Patrol activity only.
21 GENERAL,
Maj P.E.RHODEN arrived from I.T.B. and assumed comd 2/14 Bn,
BM, Maj E.S,OWENS, and 10, Capt R.ROSE, visited HQ 25 Bde to
discuss disposns of 25 Bde in relation to 21 Bde's laft flanlk,
OPERATIONS Patrol activity onl No contact,
22 —GENERAL
'?EETI“N'ﬁGUGHLHTY arcﬂmpanied by Maj P ov BNS visited 2/27
OP ERATT ONS
_Ezz%;EEE:Eahnnl in FARTA RTVER apes made contact with enemy
party, killing 12, Own casualtiaa - 1 OR killed, Lieut
ANDERSON and 2 ORs wounded,
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

.............................. Date and Time—From . ......

(Erase heading not required.)

-----------------------------------
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Army Form £. 2118.
& {:inpth'ﬁ

SHEET 16

Place Egt%. Hour Summary of Events and Information. Ri":gek: d?:if%ﬂi:?g:sﬁz
KUMBARUM 23 GENERAL
F s I g DX ar > P—Bnat OG-S
POST where Capt GORDON, BM(L), joined him, |
—OPERATTIONS :
Patrol activity only, Tac/R directed arty fire on suspected
_enemy gun posn, Reswlits unobserved,
24 OPERATIONS,
Continued patrnl activity in all Bn areas, No contact,
25 —OPERATIONSS _
Following air strike on Jap posns in FARIA VALLEY, patrol
_ fwd Lo investigate . Logsated enemy posng.
in strength , estimaged two coys.
26 GENERAL |
Ma j-Gen G.A,VASEY GOC 7 Aust Div, accompanied by Maj E.S.OWEN3
A RTAVATEEY,
Orders we;a received that 2/2 Aust Pnr Bn would come under
EAST of URIA RIVER, B, e
- : .
%Z£4 Bn, D Coy moved EAST from URIA RIVER along Jap L of C
o establish patrol base until relieved by 2/2 Pnr Bn,
Patrol activity continued in all Bn areas,
4 d GENERAL

It-Col LANG, €O 2/2 Pnr Bn, visited Bde HQ to confer with

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Erase heading not required.)

Army Form C..2118.
(adapted.}

Unit....B¢ 21 Aust Inf Bde Date and Time.—From ........ 1 Qct 43 e Sl Oet 43 SHEET 17
Place 2.:; Hour Summary of Events and Information. Ri;ik: dai:ifg?;iil:s;:.
KUMBARUM oY OPERATIONS, i _
Kdvence party from 2/2 Pnr Bn arrived at Bde H§ ready to move [
to patrol base EAST of URIA RIVER ( named LEVETT!'S POST ),
OV & : 30 o e S o VI LI e PO & 58 N0 O LE =
28 GENERAL, |
Mr MORRISIN, War Correspondent'LONDON TIMES' |, visited Bde HQ
—anawent—fwd—with Capt— V- HOTLE, 56, —to Brposns;
OPERATIQNS,
2/27 BN, Maintained patrols to recce SHAGGY RIDGE ares,
29 OP ERATI ONS
<\ &Y tQ -
E ,marked "KANKIRYO MULE TRACK", Further investigation bei
made,
2/27 Bn, Continued recce of enemy posns on SHAGGY RIDGE,
2{2 Pnr Bn Moved to LEVETT'S POST grea, .
30 OPERATIONS
ﬁ AYed shelled Dy Jap gun causing three casualtles.
Fourteen day patrol moved out to recce posn for obsepvation
of Jap L of C In KANKIRYO area from the NORTH,
2/2 Pnr Bn  Commenced patrol ops from base at LEVETT!'S POST,
'I'ac/R One aircraft missing on recce to locate enemy gun
LAl S firi on 2/16 Bn posn, | .
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

Army Form C. 2118.

(Erase heading not required.) v
Unit......H2 21 Aust Inf Bde Date and Time.—From ... 1 Oct 45 Pou INIOOE B8 . HRBET 10
Place. [Efg-‘t Hour Summary of Events and Information. R?;;ets dai::‘js r%g;:?ces&:
, L1aries, 4
— KUIMBARUM S GENERAL |
Brig I.N.DOUGHERTY with Maj E.S,OWENS, BM, and Capt LONGWORTH,
OC 8 Bty 2/4 Fd Regt, made & recce of the LAKES area with the
view of moving a section of 25 pounders to LhlS area Torp
increased range tasks,
on road up to LAKES, “
OPERATI ONS,
2215 En Area again shelled by Jap gun,
/27 Bn, Created show against enemy poshns on SHAGGY RIDGE,
one platoon,
2{2 Pnr Bn, Continuing recce of all tracks in LEVETT'S POST
area,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

By Authority : L. F. JonxaroN, Commonwealth Government Printer, Canberra.

RCDIG1023940



---------------------

¢ ‘&

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

.........................

(Erase heading not required.)

Army Form C. 2118.
(adapted.j* -

SHEET 19

Remarks and references to

Place. Date Hour. Summary of Events and Information. Appendices, Diaries, &c.
31 Oct 43, POSTINGS OF OFFRS HQ 21 AUST INF BDE
Bde Comd, Brig I.N.DOUGHERTY, D.S.0
_BM Maj E.S,OWENS
SC Capt P.H.GEDDES
BM(L) " D.G.GORDON
SC(L) Lieut J.G.KEALY
10 Capt R.T.M.ROSE
- e
LO Lieut J.GREENWOOD
_LO a R.BE.MOORE
5.0 Capt J.W.BUNN
BASCO o W NORRIE
Hygiene Offr Lieut E.F.WILSON
Education Offr " B .KITCHEN
Amemr—oOffr P
Guard Pl Lieut C.M.GIBBS
Signals Section = OC Capt F.T HENDERSON

2 1/c Iieut L.P.HOBSON

Vg 3
wl

"BM 21 Aust Inf Bde
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To be destroyed af terspeiusal

Raturn-[origin-

|
X List &

Accide
tally ted ed Ex |al Relnf ts
Hla MBK Dow WIA MISSING| wounded| Melaria MDS | Streng- | ox
th MORESBY

Off ORs |Off ORah

2/um | - 8
Percentage
svecua ted

2/16m | - 2

Percentage
gggcuated | o 24

2/27 Bn 2. A7

off Oﬁg_

12

Offs ORs|O0ffs ORs Pffs|CORs

) 82| 35 774 | 31 |59%7

2 70| 28 W78 | 25 | 659

Fresent
b trength

Percentage
avacuated 2edd

HQ 21 Bde

Percentage
Bvacuated

2 70| 32 749 | 29 | 576

il

21 Bde Sigs| - 1

BEvacua ted
Percentage 1l.75

7 Pl Gd BHn

Percentage
Evacuated

TOTAL 2 28
TOTAL % ald

at NADZAB,

Percentages are based on evacuations as against original strength plus reinfts and personnel returned ex MDS.

)
L [‘ﬁi;aﬁﬁn Ctngr

&Pl e
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SERVICES SUPPII BY'E*S
DURING ADVANCE FROM KATAPIT TO DUMPU,

REPORT ON VEDICAL

On Sunday 26 Sep, HQ Toy plus a light section from A Coy and
surgical Team began to establish an ¥DS, having moved in from NADZAB
by air, MDS was completed in a coconut plantation near KAIAPIT
dission by 9 a,m, on lMonday 27th, An appendicectomy wes performed on
26th September within two hours of the unit's arrival, On night 28/29
Sep 21 Bde began the advance from KAIAPIT and Capt WILMER plus 10 ORs

advanced with 2/27 Bn,

Liaison was maintained with 21 Bde HQ and l1light section by CO
3e*usin%1u/c for twansport, Patlents were evacuated by Jeep to KAIﬂPiT,

the UMI RIVER being eresased by rubber boat after Bde had ecrossed it,
At RAGITSUMIN the €0 contacted Bde HQ and,after conferring with Brig
DOUGIEZREY, decided that it would be advisable to eall forward another
section with a surgeon to deal with urgent battle casualties,which
were expected from then on, in anticipation theat a strip would be made
at SAGERAK and evacuation could be made by plane to NADZAB instead of
the long trip by jeep back to KAIAPIT, The advance continued, a light
surgical section of 9 ORs under Maj GOULSTON arriving at WANKON on
evening 30 Sep, Capt WILMER'S gsection moved from WANKON that a fternoon
and spent night with Bde HQ near ARIFAGAN CK,

Sigaas b 1 e

3 _— Constant demands for A and B Coys to be forwarded were made by €O

kﬁijf' and also by Brig DOUGHERTY to 7 Aust Div as it was anticipated that

. casualties might become heavy and flying might not be possible,necess-
itating holding them untlil flt to evacuvate,Maj GOULSTON was broudt
forward with his sectioen to GUSAP girip area where Bde HQ wes on 1 Oct
and set up a2 holding post to hold patients and Battle Casualties until
planes were available to evacuate to WADZAB, CO had given order that
MDS at KAIAPIT was to be emptied since it was conmitted there ap to
this stage, and 1t lodked as though 1t would be able to establish at
GUSAP, or,even better, at DUMPU when the Bde reached there, He suggest-
ad that if one Coy,A or B, now at NADZAB could be forwarded to GUSAP
to run an Advanced Dressing Station, HQ Coy's ¥DS might with advantage
be held in readiness and flown direct to DUMPU, thereby avoiding a heavy
march and a lot of transport being used in moving the heavy gear from
GUSAP to DUMPU, However,by this time Division had started moving the HQ
Coy by air to GUSAP resulting in a lot of unnecessary work and use of
HT,The post at GUSAP was manned by Maj GOULSTON'S gsection at this stase
and evacuated the followings= |

1 gct 12 BEE agd sick,
2 Oct 17

! 3 Oct e O S

] 4 Oct 50 1 1 "

. 5 Oct S

a total of 136 in 5 days, which was a very good performance
considering the scanty shelter and means available, |

On & Oct HQ Coy arrived at GUSAP Bde HQ having arrived at DUMPU
that day also, CO proceeded from GUSAP by ¥/C,calling at Div HQ en route
crossed the SURINAM and proceeded towards DUNPU where the Tisht Section
with Capt WILHER had established, Darkness was falling at thi s stage

and since CO could not locate Bde HQ and there was a possibility of his
| (a) being shot by our own troops or (b) being shot by the Japs, he
considered it wise to return to SURINAM RIVER, At GUSAP ¢He Yedieal
\ Post was being run by Capt HELLESTRAND, Ma4 GOULSTON having proceeded
with his section plus HQ Coy to KATGULAN Wo 1, where a small staging
post was established and HQ Coy eguipment was dumped but not unpacked
pending a possible move forward, Protection was supplied here by 25
Aust Inf Bde which had followed bshind 21 Bde,

CO proceeded on 6 Oct to DUNPU after crossing SURINAM in ear ly
morning and interviewedBrig DOUGHIRTY, Capt WILMER'S ILight Section

was holding 34 patients at this stage and several severe Battle

i - -\.\_-_-.-_\__.....4-_-‘!5!:.-’_1:___-
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Casualties so CO decided to bring forward the Surgical team under

lia § ‘LOEWENTHAL to deal with these on the spot as they would certainly
never have survived the trip back to GUSAP without treatment, A theatre
was set up in the pateh of serub at DUNPU by the URIA RIVAR and a
surgical ward with a thateh roof was erected, This move was not favoured
by but provedto be effective in the long run, On 6 Oect CO returned
to KAIGULAN 4n the afternoon and to GUSAP on the 7th Oct where Capt
HELLESTRAYD was in charge and had 33 patients awaiting evacuation,and

a very efficient Staging Post with Capt SMITH standing by for urgent
surgery with two theatre orderlies, The GUSAP RIVER flooded that night
and CO0 was foreced to return to the sbrip instead of going forward,
since the bridge was washed away, CO returned to DUNPU the following

day and proposed visitin%DE/ET Aust Inf Bn which had moved up the URIA
RIVER to GUY'S POST but ADMS would not permit this and pressure of work
during the days hat followed unfortunately prevented CO's forwerd liaison

until muaeh latsg.

By 11 Oet patients were arriving faster than shelter cpuld be erect=
ed for them and no tentage was available, A 20 bed admission ward and
30 bed surgical ward were now in operation at DUIPU. Cooking gear in
very short supply at this stage and many strange utenslils hadto be
improvised, Div had established HGQ at URIA-RANU Junction by 12 Oct and
A and B Coys were flown in on the same day from NADZAB, 21 Bde HQ moved
to KUMBARUM on the 1l14th Ogt,ﬂincqby passive infiltration had surrounded
them and then proceeded to develop into a field hospital,A light sec
under Capt CHURCH of B Coy was seht to GUY'S FPOST on 12 Oct and A Coy
was sent baclt to KAIGULAN to 25 Bde HQ to organise evacuation from upper
waters of SURIFAM by 1light section under Capt WILMEER which evacuated
fo a staging post under Capt SMITH, at 2/31 Bn Report Centre in’ the
foothills where he and Maj STUCKEY were ready for urgent surgey,thence
to the VDS bya Medical Ssaping Post under Lieut FIELD at the SURITAN

Crossing,

The MDS at DUNPU was now holding 245 patients, Hvacuations by air
were being done through No 2 Strip, DUNPU to NADZAB,

Routine work now continued until the end of the month, and the DS
crew in size daily as CO had been instructed to hold as many patients
as possible in forward area and RTU them from there, The highest figure
reached was 805 patients, a record, considering the limlted personnel
and equipment at the unit's disposal and the fact that we were short of
drugs ete, sinece we had been supplyling two Bde RAPs with onlya & scanty
reserve, The lack of mediecal supplies was a feature noticed throughout

the whole proceedings,

A Coy had been recalled as 25 Bde mbved forward so the whole unit
less LOB and siek were in KUMBARUM-DUKPU area,On 4 Dec move was commenc-

ed to new site on the MENE RIVER, Up to the time of this move the unit
had treated or evacuated 2334 cases of which 111 were battle casualties,

Appreciation is here expressed for the great assistance offered to
this unit by 21 Aust Inf Bde at all times, and in no matter what cireum-
stances with transpert, labour, shelter equipment and good sound advice,

(Signed) R,HEUMPHREY, Lt-Col.

—— il L - I— i—

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1023940




v r} F .“3 "‘; :' ’ {:_1.;" d\"t— i
" a .;.- 'J -"lr ] [ 1_.-5;
’ JoUt LiBF ) | .
v /4 19510 e
/ T ;--"?j_"' b PN : ‘;{j O / : ; SECRET
7 -""n ’ 70 /fﬂ
JO N

/~* 'NOTES ON PRESENT SITUATION - RAMU AREA
. =‘ ! (I) 7 AUST DIV 16 OCT 1943 Cony Nn..é.

RELATIVE STRENGTHS
i e

1 The present effective fighting strength of 78 Tnf Regt
is estimated at 900 - 1000. The Regt has suffered heavily from
sickness and malaria and in addition his battle casuslties heave
been approx 500 killed with at least thet rmmber wounded,

2 The remainder of the originel NAKAI FORCE consists
mainly of L of C and constructional tps and can NOT be COnN-
sidered in the effective fightins force.

3 79 Regt 1s now fairly accurately placed in the BOGADIIM
. @area amd according to a PW is respcasi-le for the defence of that
area., In view of the strength of most JAP units in this ares
being about 707 strong (prior to being engaged) 79 Regt 1s placed

at approx 2,500,

4 80 Regt, the other regt of 20 Div, has been committed
in other areas and its present fighting strength 1s estimated at
approx 1,000, This Regt is located along the RAI cosast,

o Although PW thinks that 79 Regt is the only Regt in the
MADANG - BOGADJINM area, there are other indications of some of
41 Div being in IMADANG,.

OWN STRENGTH

6 Our strength is much superior to the present JAP force
opposing us, and 1is stronger than 72 and 79 Regts.combined,

7 In the air, allies contime to hold compnlete superiority,
POSSIBLE JAP FUTURE COURSES

e e ol ma e

=  ow Co e

COURSE I - TO MOUNT AN OFFENSIVE AND REOCCUPY RAMU VALLEY

FOR X AGAINST
(a) This would be the desire (a) If this were the intention,
of any comd, then it is thought that the 79
| Regt or 41 Div would have been
(b) JAPS in SWPA have suffered committed much earlier to stop
mnumerous reverses in recent 7 Aust Div gaining the present
months and a new drive would hold on the rd to MADANG,

tend to buck up morale.
| (b) If reports of the concen-

(c) If he has landed 54 Div at srationg of JAP tps in the area
WEWAK and if he can land and NG » WEWAK are true it 1is
move more divislons and main. even more A3ffientt ts undere
taln them then this plan would stand why more resistance has
be possible | INOT been offered to our advance,

(c) In view of JAP committments
I in other areas, it is hardly
thought pecssible that the JAP
can risk commencing a new
of fensive.,

(d) The JAP shipping oroblem
combined with his lack of sair

support s nott confucive th o
saccessful offensive.

_‘___.—_-"-
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DEDUCTION:~ The JAP is NOT at present in a position to commence an
offensive in the BOGADJIM - RAMU sarea. |

s e g
COURSE € = TO HOLD MADANG - BOGADJIN AREA

£ooar o

FOR e AGAINST , =
(a) If the JAP gathers all his (a) I{ADANG 1s NOT a veryvy good .
avallable tps from RAI COAST harbour and is not being used
and BOGADJIM RD and organises by the JAPS for any large
hls defences in the MADANG - Shipping on account of the
BOGADJIM area he could offer allied ~ir threat,
any attacking force (particul- G
arly a ground attack) very (b) If the allies were to come
serious opposition, bine a seaborne attack on this
JAP coastal position with an
(b) Once he loses MADANG the airborne landing, and in view
allles would have close air of the supply line to MADANG
bases from which WEWAK - NANSA being on the coastal rd or by
BAY could be made almost un- barge, the JAP would stand a
tenable and it would be extreme- very good chance of having his
ly difficult for him to get forces surrounded and his I, of
any suppllies in to NEW GUINEA C to WEWAK cut,

(¢c) The MADANG - BOGADJIM area -
18 not a favourable defensive
positlon against a seaborne and
alrborne attack as movement is
very restricted, the narrow
coastal plain beine surrounded
by difficult ranges,

(d) If more tps are pushed into
the MADANG area, the slrcady
Strained supply line becomes
wesker, and the JAP has 21l his
eggs in one basket, on which
allied air, lend and sea
strength can be concentrated,

| () The strengthening of resis-
tance to 7 Aust Div at this
stage would only serve to dclay
the final blow snd would NOT
have a very gcod cheomes of driv-
ing allied tps back fr.- *Veir
present posns, .

(f) Complete allied air
superiority,

s . | .
DEDUCTION:~ The JAP'S most probable pPlan 1s to delay the allied i-=»A
i

m—am

—— Sl

A

threat to MADANG in & place of his own chasing on the
BOGADJIM - RAMU rd and either make preperations to
hold MADANG - BOGADIIM from a seaborne attack or with-
draw his tps in that area and RAI COAST area to HANSA
BAY or WEWAFK, before an allied attack can be made,

¥

r = m - == T - L . e . —

e
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PRESENT JAP INTEN.IONS

- Bl - B e ————

8 A P¥ captured in F'RI1 R area 15 Cot, states that
78 Regt is now withdrawing and intends to make = stsnd in the
area of KANTIRYC er NANZANRAI (see interrogation report att

ﬂPP}I '}1') . r_’J‘-‘_ mlf;. Neor i-i "‘f 'fHL‘:r- ™|

¢ _ is own tps have N2T had ~ny serious opvosition on the
FPARTA R since the JAP!'S unsuccessful attaeclr on 15 Oct =2nd the
fact that 1 Bn 78 Regt has withdrawn from the UNIA 7 ares, it
appears that the P/ statement is correct and the 78 Regt hes
withdrawn to at least KAIMIRYC heaving a smell party bhehind to
keep contact with our fwd tps. | |

10 The fact that on 15 Oct a potrol of 2/2 Sqn attacked
a patrol of 30 JAPS on the track II'SAWAI No, 3 (543614) to
¢ YOXOPI in area 585715 (1* mls from JAP rd head) indieates to
the JAP? the possibility o an attempt by our tps to cut hie
L of C in rear of 78 Tegt,

11 Therefore, assumine that the J2P comd is aware of
his unprotected Western flap” 1’ i« verv probable that 78 Regt
will be withdrewn direcct tr£ f21 MMAT (aprrox 572818) where
1t can cover hoth routes to DCEADIIM,

12 After leaving KANKIRYO which i1s on the divide
between the PARIA and MINDJII'V Rivers the next appoerent posn
, to attempt to hold an allied thrust 1s in the NA"2ATMAT area
LG | whore the JAP L of C is short, whilst the =2llied line of
supnply tAcreases over difficult country, wherc we would have
to rely on native carriers and for air dropning.

15 In addition the ground in the NANZANRAI = DATTMOINA
area appears favouravle for defence and one or two JAT Regts
should be able to succeasfully hold a large sllied force which
would be difficvlt to maintain over this countrv,

W

14 Presuming 78 Tegt will vithdraw to NAMZANRATI (providine
allied pressure contimues) it is probable that at least part of
79 Regt wild be moved forward tc assist, and stronger opnosition
and patrols should be encountered in this area,

7 Oopt
as{I) 7 ST DIV

DISTRIZUTICH

Unit
18 Aust Inf Bde l -« 4 nGw 10 -« 20
el st Inf Pde O « 8 LHO Sehool
25 Aust Inf Rde 9 « 13 of MI 21l
RAE 7 aust Div 15 GQC ne
Siss _ 14 GE. . . 23
o Auat Div 15 G 24
9 Auat Div 16 AQ 25
2 Aast Corps 17 ~- 18 "ile 06 « 2%

opare 28 « 31

- T e e .f
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TIMTERROCATION - PiY 27C
m

NAME | * EGASHIRO, Tsutomo
RANK Pto 1/Class, grenade discharger mumber.
AS No 145 _ ;

UNIT ¢ CHO 2053, 78 Rect, 3 Bn, 9 Coy, 1 P1.

-3 ]

HOW CAPTURED PW was wounded when his Bn went into action
on 13 Oct at KEY POINT 3 (717612), ° PW remasined
to bury dead on his own initiative, and intended
to catch up with his unit later., His unit left
the area 2 or 3 minutes before PW was taken :
prisoner,

PV did not go to KATAPIT with hls unit becausde
he was a malarial patient at No,2 SATIPA, PW cone.
tacted his unit at GURUMBU on 24 Sep, and accom.
panled it to KANKIRYO on 8 Oct to take up defence
positions, Thev advanced the Same day to IERE:
village (5 miles south of KANKIRYO), On 10 Oct
they went to KIY POINT 3 and encountered our tps,
They retreated to a high hill behind KEY POINT 3
on 11 Oct, returning to KIY POINT 3 on 12 0ct,

- Pllg JIOVEMENTS

STATENENTS

CRGANISATIONS (1) Fror the attaek on our tps in the TARTA
RIVER "the 2 and 3 Bns were organised as
fullaws:-“ -

2 Bn o Bn

__—_T...-!— —— i

8 Coy 7Coy 5 Coy 9 Coy 3 MG Coy

PVl ¥new nothing of 2 MG Coy. . =
(11) The other Covs of 2 and 3 Bns were
accounted for as follows:- |

8 Coy 2 Bn : PW had né 1des of 1ts
: -+ location, |
10 Coy 3 Bn Very weak in numbers
because of sickness,
< | - Located somewheFe in rear, -
T L 11 Coy 3 Bn ¢ PW had NOT heard of this
fepocked ammihilated aF Kaippr coy sinde 1t left for
T o MIAPIT.

12 Coy 3 Bn : Yoved about a month ago :
from this area to BOGADJTIM,
Present whereabouts NOT -~ -
known - this Coy was almost
= P at full strength, by =

(111) 1 Bn'was in adv ~»ea 4n +ua Mrention of
. WAMPUN, : v

(iv) 1 Bn 26 Arty Regt had bec-- withdrawn to
FATKIRYO, PW knew nothing of other Bns
of this Regt,

s

—— R— Fe

RCDIG1023940
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2
s 3 1
LOGATION Q¢ LG s

On lﬁ'ﬁug'lnqationa Were ;-

< Bn HQ : Above XTIV POINT 3,

O Bn HQ : In

POINT 3,

moved 400 metres towards:
CHATA village., (SOUTH of

Regt HQ
STRENGTHS

strenzgth was

O3]

than 50,

1l Bn 26 Arty
being left at

with these wuns,

N

PW thought 78
INPEITTONS

78 Regt 13 to
(on
North of YORoOPrI,

There are no prepared

rlaces,

PERSONALITIES Comd & bn

Comd © Coy

Comd 1 pl 9 Coy

OTHER TPS

(1) 79 Rept .

was 1n BOGADI I

was moving

P¥ based this Delie’
fire from direction

(11) PW thinks

form=tion 1n
not verv cleer on this,

‘ (i111) PW saw 80

and ATV ISHATTEN in

Iintended %5

the coast from RO

By barece to
from ERINA to Y
Dy packhorse fr
from KANKIRYO
Key Point,
Provisions
snd each men
just enoupgh t
‘mn : Fach man
Amn secs

SAFPPIY :

0in

Tfwad

DX'iPS :
dump is at YOROPI,

TANZAVRET but P™ i

and YOKOPT,

g

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

3 Bn returned from KATAPIT 2
they moved from KANKT2VO for the 123t at

Strength of pw?
Oct was 16 with

Strencth of ©

wegt had onlv one

watershed approx 682662) or NANZAIRET (7%

A I.?HSHHP‘EF and ‘_"?Il‘fﬂ .
OKOPT,

o dumps between ¥a

Jungle alongside river near XY
Pll believes it has sdnge
GURUMBU, " *
RAVKIRYO),

00 strong. DBefore

tack

200 with 300 sick in hospital,

g pl before the action on 13

Coy after the sction wsas less

gur, the rest

HAIISA BAY, ards were left

“No

tegthad 4 wn puns,

make its next stand at WANKIDYD

mla

posns at either of these

Capt WOTRE (vai YoNRURA
killed »t KATAPIT)

Capt YAT7A

2/Licut YO HITAYE was killed
at KATAPIT, P11 now has no
of fieer in comd,

PWl hesrd a2bout 13 Oct that 1t

ares but believed that 1+

Forward to support 78 Rezt,

mainly on hearing arty

BOGADT I,

72 Regt is only ri

Zht ing
BOCADTITIY w

“ADANTY ares, but 4g

Hegt somewhere between FANSA RBAY
2y, Iater 80 legt was

lending somewhere down
F4DJI T,

meke o

N

By M7
About 20 m used,

YOXOPI to TANKIRYC,

dueps ere estabhliched at eech

* 8re drawn from KAWTTIRYO twilce »a week
carries ten davs rat
0 est,

carrled 200 rounds or 8 srenades,
replenish from Kew Points,

lons, Reatinn is

HTIRY0 and YOROPT, “ain
There 1s snother dump at
nows of no otkrers between TRTA

1

another ¥4 sick at No, 1 SAIPA,

i
b g
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3
ROADS

(1) HANSA DAY to BILI BIILI (BOGADIIM ares) rd
is passable to T in drv weather, but in wet
weather is too boggy =nd ir impassible even
to marching tps owing to mimerous flooded
crecks, BILI RBRIIT to YOKCPI - All weether
rd well bridged, '

VOXOPTI to RANKIRVO : Track 6 ft wide, but
very soft - foot bridges only,

(11) WVarching times: PW took 5 davs from FRIMA
to Wo. 1 SATPA pulling s hendeert, He - °
believés the ordinery marchins time 1s 2
5 days, Wo., 1 SATFA to WANKIRYO is 1 dsv's
march.

YNOWLEDGE OF OUZ TPS : PW knew onlv that he was fecine AUTSTRALIANS,
He was NOT told anvthing concerning strengths
or units,

A ALE ; P77 had been told thet 20 Div wss to be
relieved snd sent to MANTIA snd exnressed
disappointment that this hsd not bheen done,

PW 1s o middle school graduste, intellirent
and readlly answers ouestions, ¥Ye will
apparently give sny informstion he has,

CENERAL

L1

Interrog=tors FKU
snd G ¥,

‘ z e —— & — Y po— E— I — o i
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