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On the morning of the 25th General VASEYvisited me, Prior to
his arrival,a Dougles Dive Bomber had landed on the strip to take
me on & reconnaissance flight up the MARKHAM VALLEY, I was just about
to take off when the General landed in his CUB. He told mé %o have
a look at the country about the UMI, He said he felt that,i. the Jap
decided Lo atback us,then the area between the UMI and KAIAPIT was
a good plece to destroy him, He would wait till I returned and then
T could let him know what I thought of the country - he had flown
over it in his CUB - and we would discuss further action,

I flew up the MARKHAM and down the RAMU to beyond DUNPU,looking
particularly at the country through which the Jap track was thought
to go from the GUSAP RIVER to the UPPER FARIA., Then I examined care-
fully the country East of the UMI,

I agreéd that if the Jap ventured on to the low country East
of the UMI,then it wpuld be to our advantage and, with 25 Bde with
us,we could fight a winning fight there. I dld not think the Jap
would 'do this as he would have difficulty in maintaining sufficient
force,

The General was waiti for me when I returned, He thought the

Jap would still attack KAIAFIT,it being his custom blindly to persevere

with & plan once formed, I told him my views, Hoe told me he wanted

to get 25 Bde to KAIAPIT before he made any forward move - originally

the idea had been to fly this Brigade in fubther forward after we
. hed secured a landing ground farther West, Thus we were to remain

concentrated as we were, We were to recce crossings over the
MANIANG with the view of preparing a good jeep track and we were to
patrol to ascertain enemy moves, positions, and intentions, In this
patrolling we were to create the impression of minimum strength in
the hope that thils would encourage the Jap to attack us,

. So we waited at KAILAPIT,

Since our arrival, rear installations hdd been bullding up. On
the 26th,the second strip was well advanced, During the day I visited
the tear areas and had lunch with an American Antl-Aircraft Unit,
Then, I had a quick look over the administrative lay-out,.

On the morning of the 27th Lt-Col PARAVICINL arrived with a
lﬂifqr from the General, This letter read:=
I DA AN

"This will introduce Lt-Col PARAVICINI who is a British Army
0fffecer and who is returning to the Middle East shortly. He will
spend a couple of days with you and I would be glad 1f you would e
show him something of conditions in this part of the world," /

i

"I am terribly sorry about the delay in getting 25 Bde up to
your area but .¢4... I cammot guess when the move will be completed.
Tn the meantime I would like you to get all possible information

of the Jap, particularly in the foothills East of the UMI, I
. have a feeling that he will not now attack us at KAIAPIT, but has
withdrawn 51 Div to MARAWASA ares where we shall have to attack him,
If you can confirm this feeling for me it will save time when <5
Bde does come up and I remove your leash, ™

F

"Wi1l you consider the possibility of crossing the UMI at night
so as to get a flying start for MARAWASA at daylight on the day
you do move ? I don't know whether this 1s practicable,"

{ :r_.',. R gepa {2 ) - Juff'-'.;_, .

" T expect GOC,NGF, as well as(GOC,lAust Corps; to see me today
and I may be able to do something to accelerate cnncantr&tiqn."
77/ Tate on the evening of the 27th,I received a signal from Di
steting that,if I were convinced there were no enemy East of the
UMI, I was to cross the UMI on the night 28/29 and to proceed to
iMARAWASA with all speed,

9 .q‘_.lr ‘).r ’ { f h;:‘

'] :
g
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Since early on the 29th,2/6 Indep Coy,advamcing on ATSUNAS,
via the Northemm track,had been out of contact, I intended to

leave them to follow up and harass the enemy in the RAGITSARIA

area, I could not move 2/14 Bn until I contacted 2/6 Coy, and

this was not done till late in ths day. Thus 2/14 Bn did not ad-
vance far, I remained behind until the 2/6 Coy were contacted,,while
the personnel of Bde HQ moved to ARIFAGAN CRESXK, I could not find

a jeep track through to ARIFAGAN CREEK, though several attempts

wers made; as 1t became too late to reach Bde HQ on foot,I spent

the night in MARAWASA area ‘where T had communication with my supply

Installations and with Div, Wireless comminication had failed betwsen

Bde Comd Post and 2/16 and 2/27 Bns and T could not esecertain their
oxact position,

Late on the evening of 30 Sep, I received a message from Div
stating that 25 Bde would not cross the UMI until further orders
from Div, No reason was given, This affected my decision concerning
the moves for 1 Oct, If 25 Bde wers to follow,I could advance to
carry out the role as set oyt in the document given me by the
General on the 29th, 1f 25 Bde were not coming and I had to fight

a battle alone, then I would have to leave some of the Brigads in
the vieinity of the landing strip,and could not move it all forward,

I mavched forward to ARIFAGAN CREEK early on the morning of
1 Oct., 2/14 Bn also moved forward,

Shortly after my arrival at ARIFAGAN CREEK, two CUB planes
landed on the sStrip which was being prepared by 2/27 Bn and I moved
across to them, Lt-Col WOODBURY,US Air Force, and another Lt-Col had
arrived in the CUBS, The former told me that, as far as he knew,
there was no significance in the hold up of 25 Bde, and that,when
he saw General VASEY that morning,he had not changed his original
intentions, He told me the General would vigit me that afternoon,

I ordered 2/16 Bn to move to an ares a little short of the GUSAP
RIVER, neat its junction with the RAMU, and to patrol forwardto,and
East along, the GUSAP., 2/27 Bn were to continue with the preparation
of the alr strip and that night to take up positions to protsct 1it,
2/14 Bn were to move to the RAMU near '2/27 Bn's previous position,
Bde HY was to establish at that point,

These movaes took place during the afternoon,and for the night
1/2 Oct the Bde dispositions wers as shown on the following sketch,
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REPORT ON OPERATIORS

by Brig I.N,DOUGEHERTY, DSO & Bar,

Commanding 21 Aust Inf Bde,
Part II -« RAMU VALLEY
O Nov 43 - 8 Jan 44,

@ & & & 8 &4 & & & % ® & B ® " & B & 8@

At 1530 hours on the 9th November I moved to the MENE River

area,having been relievedb by Brigadier EATHER of 25 Brigade. In
our new position the 2/14 Bn occupied an area near the I0GE River
with patrols forward to the vieinity of the EVAPIA River, 2/16
and 2/27 Bns occupied an area East of the MENE River and on the
high ground North of the road, B Coy PIB, under command, were
forward of the EVAPIA River with patrols on the 5800 feature,

It was the General'!s intention that the two Brigades ( 21 and
25) should change every three weeks in order to give all ranks as
mich variety as possible, 21 Brigade remained in the MENE River
area for their term of three weeks and I returned to KUMBARUM to
relieve Brigadier EATHER again on the 29 November, During our three
weeks on the MENE River, the Brigade was kept quite busy,Personnel
of the units were engaged on working parties on the road leading
towards KESAWAI, on building the MDS near the MENE River, and on
other varied projects,

Our tactical role in the area was to prevent enemy penetration

to DUMPU from the direction of KESAWAL and, in order to prepare for

this, I conducted exercises for COs and officers of the Brigade,
From these exercises plans for t he meeting of any enemy thrust
were made and recbrded,

I took the opportunity of holding & pre-selection board for
officer eandidates and this occupied severael days.On 21st November,

General LETHBRIDGE of the British Military Mission visited Brigade
Headquarters and had a conference at which all my COs were ppesent,
We discussed equipment in the light of our experiences in the
campaign then in progress,

There was no enemy activity apart from minor patrols encount-

ered in the area of the 5800 feature,
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On the 29th November, 1 took over the right brigads sector
from Brigadier EATHER and remained in command of this sector until
relieved by 18 Brigade at the beginning of January 1944, On taking
over on 29th November, I had the 2/27 Bn on the KANKTRYO Mule Track
with HQ, first at BOBS POST and later at GORDONS POBT, and a forward
1neality at TOMS POST, 2/14 Bn, with HQ at JOHNS KNOLL and with
forward elements (five platoons) on thse general 1line of MAT NSTREAM,

had responsibility for controlling the area to the FARIA RIVER.

2/16 Bn was occupying part of SHAGGY RIDGE and LAKE HILL, with
patrols on BRIANS HILL, 2/16 Bn wers responsible for the area as
fPap Bast as the FARTIA RIVER. 2/2 Pnr Bn were in reserve at KUMBARUM,
Three coys of 2/2 Pnr Bn were despatched to the LXKES area to push
ahead the jeep track from the TAKES towards GUYS POST,

For dispositlions ses accompanying skzetch,

At 1000 hours on the 6th the G0C visited me and stayed until
1200 hours.Ve discussed the possibility of a raid on KANKIRYO and
the cayrier problem as it would be affected by such & raid.At this
time our task was to provide diversions in our area in order to
attract the enemy's attention while other eperations wers carried
out on the coast to the North of us.We anticipated being relieved by
the 25 Brigade again,on 213t Decembdr, and decided Lo carry out the
raid on KANKIRYO from the dipection of the MENE RIVER about New
Year, This would enable the troops to have their Christimas
frea from much activity. On the 8th December,the enemy showed

signs of aggression West of the EVAPIA RIVER, moving in strength to

the area near KESAWAI, As 2 result of this enemy activity it was

decided not to carry out the proposed relief of the two Brigades
about the 21st, On the 1l4th December, the General visited me

he fore lunch and we discussed changes nade desirable by the enemy's
apparent increased interest towards the RANU,West of the EVAPIA,
It appeared that,if there were a threat at all,then the main sneuy

threat appeared to be on our 1eft, The General wanted me to sSwing
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my centre of gravity to the left in order to be in a better position

to meet this threat, either by dealing with him on my own front or
by moving to the support of 25 Brigade, In addition,the General
wanted me to show signs of a push on our Brigade front in order to
malze tha Jap more careful in his moves towards the RAMU, With this
in view,he asked me to consider an attack along the SHAGGY’RIDGE
. feature by the 2/16 Bn, |
As 2 result of this interview, I brought the 2/14 Bn into reserve
near the LAKES making the 2/27 Bn responsible for anything Bast of
the FARIA RIVER, and moved the Pioneer Bn to occupy BRIANS HILL and
HERAID HILL, On the 15th December,I moved Brigade He from KUMBARUM

to the saddle above the LAKES,

Dispositions were then as shown on acc ompanying sketch,
. On the 18th December,I sprained my ankle and,as a result of
this, the General decided that I mst move to MORESBY to have an
. oxamination and treatment, He told me I would leave DUMPU Strip on
the morning of the 21st and that he would meet me there before I
emplaned and would discuss certain matters with me,
on the morning of the 21st,I met the General at No 2 Strip.Among
other matters, we discussed the attack on SHAGGY RIDGE., On the 17th
. I had instructed Maj SYMINGTON to prepare a plan for this attack,
to consider what his Bn's positions would be wheDp it had been carri-
ed out, and the administrative problems involved, On the 18th,Ma ]
SYMINGTON brought to me his proposed plan and we discussed it togeth
. | ar. I had told him on this day that the attack would not take place
be fore the Eﬁth'Dacember, as I wanted all Christmas comforts tn get
up to the troops, and this might interfere with the getting up of
sufficient supplies before that date, At the Strip on the morning
of the 21st, it was decided that the attack would take place on the
27th, 1 was not back by the 27th, but the attack took place as
scheduled, and,on this day, the position had been breached, though
not completely captured. On the following two days,the 2/16 Bn
captuped what remained of the highest feature on SHAGGY RIDGE and

then adjusted their Bn positions.
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The troops had heavy support in the form of dive bombing and artillery
and they carried out their task admirably, The capture of the feature

. reflected great credit on the men of the 2/15 Bn, as it was a difficult
feature to take,

From then on things moved quickly, I was discharged from the 2/5
AGH on the 29th, having previously arranged for an air passage back

@ :o DUNPU on the 30th,

On the 29th General VASEY arrived at MORESBY on a two day visit,
and I met him at 18 Brigade HQ in the afternoon, He was sndsavouring
to get approval to have 18 Bde sent bo DUNMPUg; he thought thet he might
have some decision by noon the following day, Apparently the GOC had

. a highly successful day in the field of diplomacy on the 30th, This
day, I returned to DUMPU. The General returned on the 31lst, Early in
the forenoon of the 31st, the Gl rang me to say that 18 Brigade were
coming across,and also 15 Brigade, to relieve 21 and 25 Bpigades

regpectively.

The relief was complsted smoothly by planes bringing in the

relieving troops and back loading with the ones relieved,Brigadier
CHILTON relieved me on the lst Jammary and I took over 25 Brigadse

area temporarily, until 15 Brigade HQ arrived, in order to let
Brigadier EATHER get back to MORESBY., I handed over cormahd of the area
on the flat to Brigadier HAMMER of 15 Brigade on the 7th January,

2/14 Bn was my last bn to move back;it moved to MORESBY on the 8th.L
moved back on the 9th Jamuary and,by then,the completse Brigade was
concentrated in POM POM VALLEY,PORT MORESBY,

. So ended the campaign which commenced when we left POMPOM VALLEY

for NADZAB on the morning of 15th September 1943,

[ ]
& 8 8 % b BB 8 8 AW & & & & % 8 & & & @ 8 B B
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ADM REPORT ON OPERATIONS,

21 AUST INF BDE,,... 15 SEP 43 - 31 OCT 43,

by Capt P.H.GEDDES , SC,
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ADM REPORT ON OPERATIONS
21 AUST 'INF BDE e« 15 SEP = 31 OCT 495

INTRODUCTION
GENERAL

After bde had been tpted from the Mainland to ¢ MILE VALLEY,
PORTMORESBY a period of reorgzn was allowed to sort egpt and sups Into
plane loads and to establish an I0B Gp whAich was to remaln with hy
StOorese.

PHASE 1

On Sep 15 the first planes loads of the Bde were flown 1into
NADZAB, following the adv of 25 Aust Inf Bde in that area and from then
until Sep 21 the Bde(less 2/27 Aust Inf Bn) was concentrated in that
general areaes On arrival, the 2/14 Aust Inf Bn were immedlately order=-
ed to CAMP DIDDY, preparatory to a move on BOANA, This necessltated
the establishing of a DID at CAMP DIDDY, together with a natlve compowrc
for t he rationing of the tps fwde. The unit was ordered to send a
patrol of 150 strong out for ten days in an endeavour to get Iinfm re=
garding the enemye The method of maintenance was to establish a patrol
base, five days out, to which subsegquent native trains would bulld up
sufflclent rations to maintain the force. Thls neceéssitated an outlay
of 284 natives, whilst the patrol 1tsell was allocated 50 carriers to
remain for carting of stores, etce This patrol was canceélled at the
aleventh houre The Bn continued on towards BOANA but before reachlng
the objective had to be wilthdrawn.

. In the meantime the 2/lo Aust Inf Bn (less dets at PORT MORESBY)
and HQ 21 Aust Inf Bde relieved 5 Para Bn, USA, on high ground beyond
YALU, The Para Bn were out of rations when we arrived and had some
wounded which they could not evacuate = all of whilch necessitated
an urgent native traln.

. A DID was established at YALU which was at jeep head and
rationing was done by native carrier traine.A Lt Sec of the Fd Anb
was also set up but no contact with the enemy was mede and sickness
cages were our only evacuatlonse.

On 18 Sep Bde HQ and 2/16 Aust Inf Bn moved back to MAC's CANP
and on 21 Sep marched to No 1 Strip to set up a bivouac area whlilst
preparing to move again to KAIAPIT, Lieut KEALY was emplaning offr
and handled the move of the completeBde (less 2/27 Aust Inf Bn), whilst
Capt BUNN remained to coordinate tpt arrangements.

At EAIAPIT the Bde had to pat in a temporary staff to control
the drome,.which, owing to lack of natlve lebour in the Initlal stages,
nhecame a bottle neck and the clearing was difficult, lack of tpt and
no formed tracks increased this difficultye The Strip was later taken
over by Sta Comd and additlonal TPt was flown in to handle all lnward
storese. On Sep 23 the 2/27 Aust Inf Bn arrilved direct from PORT MOR.LSB)
whilst the 2/14 Aust Inf Bn, after being withdrawn from BOANA, was flow
in on Sep 25 from NADIZAB,

The 2/16 Aust Inf Bn was pushed out as far as the UMI R, with
patrols fwd to SAGARAK, Here we were able to ratlon by jeep though
later the track through the MANIYANG R became impassible, through
seopage of awamp water and this neceasitated making a new track through
OFOFRAGEN thence to ANTIRIGAN,

By 27 Sep thls rd was made and a warning order was recelved to
prepare to move up the HMARKHAM VALLEY,

From a hyg point of view KAIAPIT produced many problems, not the
least of which were the dead Japs left unburled after the battle with
the 2/6 Aust Ind Coye In all, the Hyg Offr supervised the burial of
107, In the meantime fliles became very bade

The native lsbour posn after the first three days at KATIAPIT
improved with the advent of 1<0 who were flown in from NADZAB, This
was further supplemented by 180 mors from NADZAB and local recrults.
finally there was a dally availability of 600e The majority of these
were required for clearing a fighter strip and the handling of stores
from the maln drome.
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PHASE 11
UMI R CROSSING TO GUSAP R

On warnlng order being recelved, orders were 1issued for the estab:
lishing of a rear detalls : the three bns and Bde HQ belng concentrated
under MISSION HILL, KAIAPIT. Here a dump was made of all but essential
storas; this included mens! sandbags contalning spare clothing, etc,
and unlts were advised that these would be flown in as soon as a new
base w as establisheds Capt BUNN was left in charge. For the move,
each unlt was allotted ©4 natlives for unit stores, incl No 1l Set = °
these were used 1in conjunctlon with jungle carts and 1t was estimated

o that they could 1lift approx 100 native loadse.

Units under Comd

2/6 Aust Fd Coy

Lt Sec 2/6 Aust Fd Anmb
Lt Sec 2/4 ust Fd Regt
2/6 Aust Ind Coy

B Coy PIB

Ipt

Six jeeps and trallers carrying two days rations for the force,
two jJeeps and one traller for Bde Sigs, two jeeps for Bde HQ, two jesps
for 2/4 Aust Fd Regt ( for towing gﬁlnss, three jeeps and trailara for
2/0 Aust Fd Coye

The force moved up to the YAFATS R and at dusk on 28 Sep the
2/16 Aust Inf Bn moved fwd and commenced crossing the UMI R in rubber
boatse The River was flowing vary fast and thls made the crossing at
night very dangerous, however, apart from a few "duckings" no casualties

resulted,
The main force was across the Rlver by dayllght on 29 Sep, when
. the engrs, by means of a tractor managed to drag & jeep and traller

acecrosse Owing to the fact that once vehs were across, it was impossibls
to get them back again, a ferry system had to be Instituted. Accordingly
after the first three Jeeps were across, stores were carrled over the
stream by natives and them tpted to a dump establaled at SAGERAK village.
At 1100 hrs PIB natives and Gd Pl were put on to the cutting of an ailr
strip, approx 1 mile West of CAGERAK, and by 1000 hrs that day the GOC
had landed in a cub plane., Owlng to shortage of tpt, the arty had to
ferry 25 pr amn by the Jeeps towlng the guns, but thls was compensated
for by the fact that the speed of thelr adv was slowed up because the
track had to be made for theme Four extra jeeps and trallers for the
Bde were landed on SAGERAK Sirip and by first light 30 Sep the River
was reported clear of storese An attempt to ration fwd tps by Jeeps
. on the morning of Sep 30 was frustrated, owing to the fact that there
were a number of creeks to be bridged between MARRINGUSIN and WANKON,
A temporary B Ech was therefore made at a Ck Junc, West of MARRINGUSIN,
and as soon as the track was bridged, stores were ferrled up to a new are
in WANKON VILLAGE, By 1900 hrs the B kch had been moved from SAGERAK
and an 1ssue of chocolate was made to 2/14 Aust Inf Bn, by jeep, at
@ LRRAWASSA, A surglcal team of 2/6 Aust Fd Amb reported in at 1800 hrs
and set in WANKON, ANGAU representative, WO ASHTON was contacted
in RAGITS Village during the day and he arranged to hand over natilve
recrults at MARRAWASSA « 180 in all being avallable. 1Iwo native tralns
wore sent off on the morning Oct 1 at first light, to ration 2/1c Aust
2/27 Aust Inf Bns. However, these units moved too fast and it became
necegsary for an air dropping to be called for. A breakdown ln comms
with the fwd bns made this difficult to tie up, consequently, when the
planes arrived at 1900 hrs, the droppling area was not clearly deflned
and the stores were mmk dropped in general bn areas. Thwugh bad light
high kunal and shortage of natives the resultant recovery was only 50%.
The rd held up the progress of B Ech for Oct 1 owing to the fact
that after bridging a difficult stream at MARRAWASSA 1t was found that the
rd contlinued onward was Impracticable and a néew track had to be made
further to the North. B echs were then moved on Oct 2 to an area Jjust
west of ARAFAYGAN Ck and on the banks of the RAMU R, In the meantlme,
2/27 Auwst Inf Bn, under the direction of Lisut FRAZIEZR, had started an
alr strip. A landing of rations was requestod for the afternoon of Oct
2 but instead, a drop of hard scale, was made on the completed strilp.
A loss of 25% resulted, mainly through the plane flylng too low when
drop was made, glving packsges both a forward and downward veloclty.
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A DID was set up and all tps were 1lssued wlth rations. The Lt Sec
and surglcal team erected a permanent centre and several operations were
successfully attended to the same night.

On Oct 3 25 Aust Inf Bde took over protection of landing strip and
the Bde concentrated just South of the UGUSAP R, Acting on the assumption
that there would be a halt for 10 or 1B days, units started a reorgzn
and check on the "Q" side, Before this could be effected, orders were
recelved to move fwd and secure DUMPU; accordingly on the morning of Oct
4 the br over the GUS&F, having been built, the Bde moved oOn.

PHASE III
GUSAP R to SURINAM R

Bde HQ moved to KAIGULAN Il Village whilst DID and B Ech were
sltuated just East of WARRIS R, where they were held up till a R Xing
was made late in the daye. |

2/14 Aus. Inf Bn made contact at WAMPUN; (Lt=Col HONNER being
amongst the casualties)e This necessitated several trips by jeeps ower
strange tracks to bring in the wounded to the Lt Sec at KAIGULAN II,
and 1t was midnight before the last one was in. FSD moved into an area
West of WARKIS R and DID drew and 1lssued rations from there. On the
following day the Bde moved fwd to DUMPU and the 2/16 Aust Inf Bn started
to prepare a landing strip. Owing to the SURINAM R being impassible to
M' it was necessary for the DID to be established on the R bank for the
night of Oct 5. 4t 1900 hrs fresh meat, bread and butter was delivered
by FSD, and working all night, the D made unit breaks. At first light
two Jeeps and trallers were towed across the River by tractor and then
were used to ferry fresh stroecs to the bnse With the ald of native
labour unit stores and DID were then carried across the River, which was
flowlng fast owing to rain the night before, and had risen some 18 inches.

By the evenling of Oct 6 the DID and Lt Sec were established in a
patch of jungle adjacent to DUMPU Villege. The method of evacuation and
sup was rather tenuous as FSD delivered rations to the LEastern bank of
the SURINAM, This meant a permanent team of natives had to be posted at
this spote Stores were off loaded and carrlied across the stream and Bde
Jeeps brought same fwd to the dumps. These same jeeps were gsed to evacuate
from the Lt Sec to the Rlver and FSD vehs passed them on to the Lt Sec
att to 25 Aust Inf Bde at KAIGULAN 1I,

Two alr strips were lmmedlately marked out to the West of DUMFU
village and work was started forthwith.

By this time boots and socks had worn out and the posn was acute.
Although stocks were avallable at GUSAF, tpt was unavallsble. Riflemen
had to be left behind for want of boots and the posn may have become more
serlous had not stocks arrived. The question of spritgs needs more reseaarch
as 1t 1s too late to experl ent alfter tps are committed., The brass studs
may be the answer but are useless when put on with tacks. Continual
lmmersion in water creates many difficulties in this direction.

FHASE IV
DUMPU - URIA AND FARIA VALLEY

Whilst the alrstrips were belng completed, engrs were busy making
rds on the various dromes but it was not until Oct 9 that the f irst planes
landedes Sta Comd took control, but as they had no Jeeps this necessitated
a 24 hr service for Bde Tpt, through very wet weather, to keep the strip
clear. This wes further aggravated through Adv Div HQ moving in and a lot
of stores destined for GUSAF arrived here. However, after the initial
stages, everything worked smoothly and from then on Div took control of the
strip and normal ratiunin% and medical evacuations by air followed. With
the advent of the air strip, regular mail dellveries were made and as a
general rule from them on, the service was good.

In the meantime on Oct 8, the 2/27 Aust Inf Bn moved up the FARIA R
and tock up posns on the high ground above the LHastern slopes of t he Valley,
their B Ech being established at jeep head KUMBARUM. In order to malntaln
them it was necessary to send all available natlves for t he initlal move
and owing to the fact that it was three days before they returned, the
original plan of maintenance was difficulte It was not until Oct 11 that
the next train departed when, owing to the Jap cutting the L of C, half
an hours march from jeep head and firing on the carrier train, the natives
were scattered, dumping thelr loads as they wente. The 2/14 Aust Inf{ Bn
then took 36 hrs to clear the tracke In the meantime 2/27 Aust Inf Bn

were being attacked by a Jap force of approx 1 bn and on Oct 1l amn was
getting very low. At one stage thils shortage made the CO gilve consideration
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to a withdrawal but as luck would have 1t, the natlve train got through
to the bn by midnight on Oct 12 and the ground was held - the Jap breaking
contact next morning. A number of casualtles resulted from this actlon
over 50 being killed or wounded. These were evacuated Dy native carrier
to a Lt Sec which had been established at GUYS POST and thence by native
carrier to jeep head at KUNBARUMe. That the 2/27 Aust Inf Bn's actlon wa:-
successful was proved by the fact that 128 deap Japs were counted, while
2/14 Aust Inf Bn in clearing the L of C accounted for 25 Japs for a cost
of 4 killed and 7 wounded. The only fatal officer casualtlies were Lisut
MARTIN, KIA and Lieut PAYNE, KIA, both of 2/27 Aust Inf Bne
The Lt Sec of 2/4 Aust Fd Regt supported both the 2/27 Aust Inf Bn

. and 2/14 Aust Inf Bn throughout this period and at one stage the amn posn

was so0 critical that all availlasble stocks from 25 Aust Inf Beehad to De

withdrawne.

In general, when the flrst contact was made no amm reserves wers

available for the Bde; landings had not commenced in any large scale and
it was quite some time before fresh stocks were avallable.

Fresh meat and butter were avallable on three occaslons = 7, 21
and 23 Oct - and in each case it was possible for the fwd tps to beneflt.
The native carry not effecting the quallty to any marked degree.

On Oet 13, 2/16 Aust Inf Bn moved to GUYS POST en rottte to relleve
the 2/27 Aust Inf Bn, these latter being withdrawn to the high features
above GUYS POST. This necessitated the reorganizing of the sup line and
as a result Bde HQ moved to KUNMBARUM, where a native compound was set up

@ togcother with the DID whilst at GUYS FOST a fwd ASC was established near
the It Sec of the Fd Ambe ZHach of the fwd bns (2/16 and 2/27 Aust Inf Bns)
were allotted 50 natives with ANGAU representatives, for internal maln-
tenance whillst 160 natives were established in a compound at GUYS POST
for servicing the 2/16 Aust Inf Bne. This left 200 natives at KUMBARUM
with a half days carry to GUYS FOST whilst the turnround fwd to the

. 2/16 Aust Inf Bn was also half daye. By this means quite a falr res was
built up at GUYS POST and maintenance was quite satlisfactorye The hrs of

carry were originally KUMBARUM - GUYS POST = 3 hrs (later when the track
was improved thls was lowered to 1 hrs) - GUYS POST - 2/16 Aust Inf Bn
- 2 hrs.

Whilst the L of C was satisfactory, owing to the fact that the
majority of the tract ran along the URIA and FARIA Rivers, there was a
danger that in flood time the routs would be impracticable. Hence, recces
wore made for new tracks. Thils led to a new route belng found to the
2 16 Aust Inf Bn which cut out GUYS POST = the whole trip from KUMBARUM
being done in 2% hrs.

Samples of new emergency and operational rations were delivered
whilst in this area and trials are at present being made. From all
reports these are the answers to a lot of adm problems, particularly in
mountain warfare.

7 Aust Div Catering Offr orgamised a bread baking wing at DID =
two cooks per bn being supplieds This proved a great success and within
four days of setting up, the output was 2000 3 oz rolls per day, it
being anticipated that the out put would eventudlly reach 6000 per daye.

. The rolls served as a wonderful change to the rather monotonuaus army

bisculitse.

On the Amenities side, once the Div settled in, stores came fwd
and to date two 1lssues of comforts from the GOC's Battle fund have been
made, whilst ACF issues were received regularly through medlum of the
philantropic representatlives.

Once the situation became statlic after the crossing of the SURINAM
R, Ord stores were flown in and the reequipping of the bde was under-
takene. Clothing and boots had deteriorated since leaving FORT MORLSBY
and this nesessitated an almost 100% replacemsnt. By the end of Oct,
the units had been re=-equipped with all essential items and were reason-
ably fitted out.

On Oct 28 the 2/2 Aust Pnr Bn bivouaced at KUMBARUM and next day
moved with 230 carriers to LEVETTS POST, Here a DID and native compound

were set upe The original track was a very difficult one and the turn

around of natives was 2 days, later 1t is hoped that a new routs will be
found to cut this down to one daye.

A 14 day patrol of 6 Australlans was organlsed to go out from
2/16 Aust Inf Bn on Oct 30 and this has been dealt with fully in Appx "A".
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MEDICAL

The health of the tps has caused some concern and the sickness
evacuation at the end of Oct was 27% of the original Bde that arrived
at NADZAB, This figure was arrived at after allﬁwinﬂ for all sick who
had been evacuated and returned ex MDS. Comparative fi ures for the
evacuations during the varlous phases are shown as Appx "B“ whilst
Appendices "C" and "D" give the detalls of all evacuations to date.

Malaria seems to be the reason for the majority of evacuations
but the figures do not disclose the true posn as there are a number of
cases shown as FUO later proved to be malarila.

The value of the Lt Sec accompanying the Bde 1s undoubted and it
1s considered that on a move similar to the one undertaken, thils should
be supplemented by a holding Sec with surgeon att. This then enables
the Lt Sec to work with the fwd tps, whllst the Holdlng Sec can remain
more static. The control of evacuations at the variuos alr strips en
route was a Bde responsibility on several occasions, whereas 1t 1s
considered, the job could have better been done by a Holdlng Sec.

Evacuations at the UMI and SURINAM Rivers were difficult owlng to
the bottle necks created. Had hy casualtlies eventuated at elther place
the problem of their subsequent evacuation would have been difficult
and here, it would appear that it 1s essentlal that any advances should
be assisted by higher authority having facllities avallable to take
over such bottle necks earlye.

Stretcher attachments to jJjeeps proved satisfac tory and 1t 1s .
essential that every jeep att to the Bde during ops should be fitted with

onee o~ach RAP should be equlpped with a quantity of blankets for making

"bush" stre tchers, and there should be sufficient avallable to make an
immediate replacement.

But for the fact that the Med plans allowed for the treatment of
ms.laria and PUO at MDS NADZAB and later at DUMPU, the evacuation figures
would be more alarming. Notwithstanding, 1t 1s agpparent that the
necessity of rigid anti-malarial control and strict attentlon to water
hyg 1s not exagerated and the effective fightlng strength of a force can
be decimated if there 1s laxness in control.

ASC

(1) During the rapid adv, little opportunity was given for the ration-
ing of the tps. The speed of adv in most cases made 1t impossibls for
the DID, with limited tpt and rds available to catch up to the fwd tpse.
Since the situation has become static rations have been a regular
delivery and the scale of commodities delivered gives a good balanced

diet
° Fresh meat, bread and butter made welcome additions from time to

time. The new op ration is welcomed on all sides and i1t is the answer

to all ratlioning on the move, both from the point of view of compactness
and food valuwe. It gilves the tps when on the move, far more individually
than a normal landed ration would, under the same circumstances, because
lot of the commodities on the SWP scale are not practical for the man to
carrye. The old style of emergency ration did not prove a success as,

once the tins got a few knocks water and molsture made the contents
uscless. The new emergency, being 1ln a sealed contalned should overcome
thiis difficulty.

AMN

(11) There is little or no comment to make except to say that trouble
was found with water affecting the 2" Mor bombs and 1t 1s suggested that
some system of waterproofing the propellent charge 1s necessarye.

TPT

(111) The scale of tpt issued was definltely insufficient for the type of
op just completed and, notwithstanding that the fact that a Div tpt pool
is envisaged as belng the adm answer, this will only be effective 1f thee
1s a definlte minimum scale lald down. Also, each bn must have permanent-
ly att, a certaln number and it is felt that the followlng are the bare
minimum essentlial where rds are almost negligible :=-

Bde HQ : Jeeps Trailers
Comd Post - 1 jeep and trailar

A & Q b l 1)

B .an-h. - 2 n 1" I 4 4
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Sigs Jeeps Trallers
Line truck = 1 jeep
Stores = 1 jeep and trailer 2 1l

6 o
Sn

Comd Post =~ 1 jeep and trailler

RAP & BHQ = 1 jeep and trailer
Mortars & Vickers = 1 jeep and traller
A - 3 jeeps and trailers

B Ech & Q = 3 Jeeps and trallers o 9
Total for Bde 33 32

Thls does not allow for the shifting of a unit in one 1lift for
even essentlal fighting stores but 1t doess allow for sufficient amm to
be carried withln the Bde to act as an immediate res. By the same token,
there would be sufficlent tpt to carry one day's res ration which could
be got up to the units In the event of airdroppings or landings falling.

In actual fact the shortage of amn, which almost caused the 2/27
Aust Inf Bn to withdraw on night of Oct 12, was in part due to the fact
that in the orliginal move from KAIAPIT there was not sufficlent tpt to
carry a reasonable res on ame. This, comblned with the fact that no
planes had landed at DUMYU bringing in further sups, was the reason for the
shortage.

NATIVE LABOUR

(iv) It was found that witht he shortage of tpt 64 natives per unit were
not sufficlent, also because the engrs could not keep up with the speed of
adv of the tps 1t was essential that in some cases of wrgent stores there

had to be 100% of replacement of natives availsble., This was particularly
evidenced iIn <1 Aust Inf Bde Sig Sec, who towards the end of the adv had to

ve allotted 164 natives 1n addition to two jJeeps and 1 trailer, so that if

there was & hold up 1n the rds then natilve cerriers could be used to keep
comns with the fwd wnitse It 1s considered that the following is the
scale of allocatlon of natives on an adv such as has been underteken :=-

Bde IG Inf Bn Bde Slg Sec B Ech Total
o0 160 170 100 800

There should also be an allocation of one ANGAU representative
for every 70 natives for the malnfenance of proper controcle The practiceof
working on a bare minimum owing to scarcity of tpt, be it jeep, alr or
native, has 1ts own reperclission and administratively the effectiveness
of a fighting force 1increases or desreases according to the ammount of tpt
ilmmedlately avalleble for its own use. The attendant danger of a force
moveling téo far from 1ts source of sup is obvious and where this is
necessary, then that force must have sufficient reserves within itself
to deal with any normal opposition.

FROVOST ,

(v) The duties of a Pro det did not vary from the normal, they being
used In the main for drome control, check posts, control of R Xings, etce.
When the posn became satatic thelr valuwe was Increased, and units were able
to keep a fairly accurate trace of evacuation of casualtles beyond MDS by
alr, etc, by means of the check postse.

"A" MATTERS
(v1l) The normal difficulties of aomns on the march made the rendition of
dally s trength states difficult and similiarly in the early stages of the
adv, the DRLS service to Div at KAIAPIT (this was done by Bde DR) did not
prove satlsfactory and strength states had to be submitted via fullerphone.
the Impor tance of advising Immediately, particulars of all offr evacuatilons
and the keeping of a close watch on the question of placing offrs on PSL
and RSL cannot be stressed too highly. It was found that a dlialy dissect=-
ion of evacuations, as per Appx "C", was helpful in keeping a clcse watch
on lossese

On the Ord side the Iinnovation which proved a universal success
was the US Pattern 2 man tent, the tps finding them a great boom, particula
ly when working up the URIA and FARIA Valleys with almost daily rains,
The US Pattern shovel was the answer for the inf where only limited tpt 1s
avallable,

Appx shows the losses of controlled stores over the period.
In conclusion, 1t would appear that each type of campalign has 1ts

n ﬂll
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Own individusl problcus and 1t 1s il}af:m.j ;..J:_.l:rj I]L::::-WL--',; u:;;f ch-_--lil-jl-_
thunb for dealing with &ny Or al;!._m -. the 110., t:. s C‘,.:.xl*:_'_:_ )
nowover 1s covious and whas it N ritations adninistratively, oilng
oo R s Ltﬂ tlilbr,rb::%&. Jifilj,,t E}fﬁrahﬂ;loﬂi‘ni the natlve, wno
u?‘cE:?TEDiLbllcmmu ;Dr the natives who &are carrylng uwie ragtlons
_a; the Iﬁ‘c:rr:ur_i LIPOODPS «
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API‘K Hﬂl[
ADM INSTN - 14 DAY PATROL

PERSONNEL
(a) Full patrol = 30 Oct = 12 Nov 43
Unit Aust PIB Load Carriers Ration Carriers
2/16 Bn 3
Sig Sec 1
ANGAU " | 7 (6 personal 16
PIB 1 (sgk) 6 boys)
& (1 for 208
N X SN |0 e
Total 6 6 7 (Supplied 16
5 - - B PIR) s

(b) Extra natives for stage 1

(Depart 2/16 Aust Inf Bn AM 30 Oct = reach Stage I PM 30 Oct and
return via 2/16 Aust Inf Bn on PM 2 Nov).

PIB Ration Carriers
. 2 6 1 Boss Boy x 19

(¢) Extra Rations for Stage 2

(Depart 2/16 Aust Inf Bn AM 30 Oct = reach Stage 2 PM 1 Bov and
return via 2/16 Aust Inf Bn on PM 6 Nov)e.

PIB Ration Carriers
2 $ 1 Boss Boy x 35
@ (@) crand Totalt o Bivowsc 2/16 Aust Inf Bn PM 29 Oct :
Aust PIB Load Carriers Ratlion Carriers
6 10 9 70
¢ = Carry own rations. x = Boss boys also carry.

2e LQPT,

(a) A 1 208 Set, 1 Verey plstol and red, green and white flares.
(b) Carried on man - 4 days emergency, 1 days hard, personal weapons

. and normal &mne.
NB - Each Aust will have a native to carry gear. Ratlions are NOT

“for consumption but only to be used as an emergency, if cache is
los te
3¢ RATIONS
(a) The patrol will RV at 2/16 Aust Inf Bn for night 29/30 Oct and
they will be rationed by that wnit for evening meal on 29 Oct
. and breakfast on 30 Octe DID will arrange to supplement /16
Aust Inf Bn's rations accordingly.
(b) Native train mentioned in para 1 will load at DID 0830 hrs 29
Oct and with ANGAU representative in charge will report direct
to 2/16 Aust Inf Bn where that unit will arrange for them to

bivouac for night.
(¢) DID will breck and brand rations as set out hereunder :=-

— — e ——— — M —me———— —— - — —— e == - —r——

Date far Fd Op Rations Natlive lo of ads Mark
Consumption b _ Rations __IG Lo Ch2 L in‘,:g L
30/31 Oct 12 200 16 29/30

= = e

Rations fa nat-
ives to re turm 46 4 3
f_‘f‘_ﬂm Sta_ge I

m— R — ——il = - M i ——— —

60 o 1 IRE: 4

Bury in cache 12
Stage I (Pres meat 1in
sl = _lieu of rice) . i
1 - 2 Nov 12 154 12 3%41
Bu 12 St :* < P 3 Ty

v in cache
o bres meat in lieu rice)
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— e T - . A . A e — — "

Date for Fd Op Natlive Ratlons No aof
Consumptlion Ratlon = B _Loads

Ratlons for natlves
to return from - 14
Stage 2 A P Lo

3 = 8 Nov 36 180 16 2/3/4

——

Total 84 876 72

.(d) Patrol leader (supplied by 2/16 Aust Inf Bn) will ensure that rations
are only used as set out above. The patrol moves two days, to Stage 1,
where cache 1s made of two days rations to be collected on return journey
and on the morning of third day 25 natlves whose loads have been absorbed
return via 2/16 Awt Inf Bn, in charge of 1 boss boy and two PIB escorts
(these latter carry their own rations and are not lincluded in above

rat ioning).
Similiarly at Stage 2,a further days march, two days rations are
idden for the return journey and a further 35 natlves in charge of 1
oss boy and the two PIB escorts (Carrying own rations) re turn via 2/16
At Inf Bn.
From Stage 2 the remainder of the party which will comprise 6 Aust,
6 PIB, 7 load carriers, 16 ration carriers, moves out with 6 days rations
returning to Stage 2 cache by evening of 7 Nov, thence via Stage 1 cache,
reaching 2/16 Aust Inf Bn by evening of 11 Mov where thils unilt will
arrange to ration for two meals and return them to own lines.

NATIVES

4, ANGAU representatives at 2/16 Aust Inf Bn will arrange through

QM to feed and shelter nablves from Stage 1 and 2, as they pass through
and to advise this HQ that they have returned safely to base.

Capt
SC 21 Aust Inf Bde

i DISTRIBUTION :

2/16 Aust Inf Bn

PIB

ANGAU

DID

21 Auwst Inf Bde Sig Sec
File
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IIBII W
EVACUATIONS BY PHASES

Date Phase I KIA MBK { DOW WIA Accldent —]Jvacuatad Evacuated

‘ ly wounded| Malaria PUO
| +"t:]
Off {ORs | Off [ORs _| Off Off]l ORs| Off IORB Off| ORs
PP ai-— Yl 2

15 = 28 Sep 43| Phase I

NADZAB =

=  KATAPIT _+_ | : J —

29 Sep = 3 Cct | Phase 11
4 | iz - gusap l 3

4 = 5 Q0ct 45 Phase 111

GUSAP = - < - -

SURINAM U
6 0Oct - 1 Nov Phase IV o
45 | DUIFU

Lol [t . { .
_i Totals 2 o2 - 1 - ] 8 ]_ 5[84 - 8 4 |348 10 402 21 883

—

28 - & - ({ o | 80 - 6 4 |314 9 | 318 18 704

S m—— Eamam—= -
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APPENDIX G

MOST SECRET

SVACUATION FIGURLS FOR 21 AUST INF BDE A5 AT 0600 HRS 1 NOV 43

m | | _' I! :
Accidently| Svacue ted|| Lvacua ted Re turned| OriginaljReinf ts 35 ?resentb
Gjf Wounded alarla ruo Streng thi Recd TO TAL S trength
b |
| T | : |ORs | £f| ORs
off | . ORs -_uEff ORs ||Off | ORs ORs| Off ORst,Off ORs || O R
| - - | 121 4 | 140 660|f 4 99“ 37| 836 | 29| S
- + -
- 5 1l 85 "r 31 138 876 S le 32| 825 | 29| 972
| |
| | l F
T | | 85| : 23| 449
gHe i s | 126 | 3| 104 666| 41 B5h 55| 800 || 22
il e _ﬂ 4= r— —
- 9ll =-| 8 szh -| e} 15| 94| 14|
S - 3 54 - -l 2 56 2] o9
T - _ .
4 =H‘ l = L’ == —“ ! T
| | | | m
-l - f-| ef -] ° s -1 - 1| 44} 1
HL | _ | -
- 8 4 | 548 ‘Lle 402 1-31’?8-,] 15}289 122t 2655 98!16864
e ! A T - sscemwer Sirs=euiaa. TS P
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AFPPENDIX D

DISSECTION OF sVACUATIONS = 15 Sep - ol Oct 43

| | =i = LR
UNIT Battle Casualties|| lMalarlia Dysen try Scrub typhus FuUQ TOTAL
‘ [ OR : Rs £ ORs Offrs | ORs Offrs:1 ORs
i Offrs L_GREF Offrs; ORs Ofif? ORs TF_Of rs_| OR o rs | ORs ( < AL e
2/14 Aust Inf Bn 2 23 - 11211l - 22 - 3 4 111 6 | 285
h s 2 lH — - -
2/16 Aust Inf Bn 3 29 1 79 || - ]_22 - 1 20 2 | 101 7 251
t P 4 - — e
2/2%7 Aust Inf Bn 2 69 1 127 - 12 - 12 2 75 5 295
TOTAL 1 7 121 2 T_5zvb] - 56 1 40 & I 287 18 | 831
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APPENDIX L

W —— —

HQ 21 Aust Inf Bde
Nov 45

2/14 Aust Inf Bn
2/16 Aust Inf Bn

e/27 Aust Ini DBn

Recent checks have dlsclosed that the deficiencles
in Ordnance stores in general are alarming. In particular the
lo:ses of controlled stores are viewed with concern and whillst 1t
is appreclated that certain of these &arc inevitable In action yet
1t is the duty of every unlt to ensure that reasonéble care &and
diligence is taken in the protection and safe custody of any ermy
stores if only because they &re essential for the prosecution of
the war.

The fact that some of the ltems quoted are losses
by virtue of the fact that they were not withdrewn from evacusated

personncl,does not minimlse séme, &nd «is 8&re reminded that thils
avenue of loss must be cerefully chocked.

It hes taken the Brigade some months to bulld up
its fighting equipment and losses oOn the scale quoted below will
eventually have an adverse effect on 1ts fighting efficlency.

Therefore, it 1s requested thet this matter be given
consideration with & view to minimising deflclencles in the futurej;-

ITEM 2/14 Bn 2/16 Bn 2/27 Bn TOTA
Dischargers Grenade 3 - S 6
(1 I"ﬂplE‘-Cuﬂ.} (1 r::llt-cx;d)
Pistols revolver .o80 1 i - P
SNG Owen 2 4 16 22
(2 replaced) (2 replaced) (13 repleced)
Vallets Bren & O 7 19
(2 replaced) (7 replaced) (6 repléaced)
Ord ML 2" Mor tar 1 - - 1
Binoculars No.< Mk.l 1 2 3 6
Binoculars No.2 Mkl.Il 6 e 5 11
Compasses Pocket 12 1 6 19
Compasses Mk.III 1 - - 1
Compasses Mk.IX 15 3 = 20
Natches GS 8 5 5 16
Periscopes Pocket o - 12 <
Berrels Bren opéare 6 - - s
OSMG Mags 16 245! - 43
(17 replaced) (25 replaced)
Guns Mechine Bren - Z o 4
(2 replaced)
Mags Bren - 11 70 81
(11 replaced) (70 replaced)
Boxes Belt Vickers - - & 4
Lamps =Sk - - < &
Capt
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REPORT ON MEDICAL SERVICES
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MARKHAM - RAMU VALLEYS,
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by Lt-Col HUMPHREY,

co, 2/6 Fa Amb,
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REPORT ON MEDICAL SERVICES SUPPLTED BY 2/6 AUST. FD. AMNDB, DURING

ADVANCE FROM KAIPIT TO DUMPU,

on Sunday 26th of September, HQ COy plus & light sectlon fron A CoOy
1eal Team beg&an to establish an ¥DS, having moved in from

vadzab by air, DS was completed in & coceandt plantation near KAIPIT
Mission by 9 a.m. on Monday Z27th. An appendicectomy was performed
on 28th September within two hours of the unit's arrival. On night
28/29 Sept. 21 Bde. began the advance from KATAPIT and Capt. WILMER
plus 10 OrRs advanced with 2/27 Bne o

Liaison was maintained with Bde. HQ and light sectlon by C.0.,
using M/c. for transport. patients were evacuated by Jeep to KAIAPIT
the UMI River being crossed by rubber boat after Bde had crossed 1t.
At RAGTITSUMIN the CO contacted Bde HQ and after conferring with Brig
DOHERTY decided that 1t would be advisable to call forward another
scetion with a Surgeon to deal with urgent Battle Casualties which
were expected from then on, anticipating that a strip would be made
at SAGERAK and evacuation could be made to WADZAR by plane instead of
the long trip by Jeep back to KATAPTT. The advance continued, a light
surglcal section of 9 ORs under Maj GOULSTON arriving at WANVKON on
evening 50 Sep. capt WILMER's sectlon moved fromWANKON that afternoon

‘nd speht night with Bde HQ near ARIFAGAN Ck.

constant demands for A and B Coys to be forwarded were made by CO
and also by Brig DOHERTY to 7 Aust Div as it was anticipated that
casualties might become heavy and flying might not be possible necess-
1tating holding them until flt to evacuate. Maj GOULSTON was brought
forward with his section to GUSAP strip area where Rde HQ was on 1 Oct
and set up & holding post to hold patients and Battle Casualtles untll
rlanes were available to evacuate to NADZAB. €0 hsd glven order that
wns at KATAPIT was to be emptied since 1t was committed there up tO
t is stage, and it looked as though 1t would be able to establish at
GUSAP, or even better at DUMPU when the Rde reached there. He sugsested
that 1f one Coy A or B, now at NADZAD could be forwarded to GUSAP to
run an Advenced Dres#ing Station, HQ Coy's DS might with admantage
be held in readiness and flown direct to DUNPU thereby avolding a heavy
march and a lot of transport being used moving the heavy gear from GUSAP
to DUNMPU, However by this time Division had started movin: the HQ Coy
by air to GUSAP resulting in a 1ot of unnecessary work and use of WMT.
_The post at GUSAP was manned by Maj GOULSTON's section at this stage
and evacuated the following:
. 1l Oct 12 BCs and slick
2 Oct |y S . "
S Oct o " "
4 Oct §0 " " .
5 Oct 40 " . -
a total of 136 in 5 days which was
a very gzood performance consideringz the scanty shelter sand means
. available.

Oon 5 Oct HQ Coy arrived at GUSAP, Bde IQ having arrived at
DUVPU that day also. CO proceeded from GIUSAP by M/C, calling at Div
HQ en route, crossed the SURINAM and proceeded towards TUMPU where the
Light Section with Capt WILMER had established., Darkness was falling
at this stage and since CO could notb locate Bde HQ and there was &
possibility of his (a) being shot by our own troops or (b) belng shot
by the Japs, considered 1t wilse to return to SURINAM River, At GUSAP
the Mediecal Post was being run by Capt HELLESTRAND, Maj GOULSTON
proceeding with his sectlon plus 1IQ Coy to KIAGULAN No 1l where a small
staging Post was established and HQ Coy equipment was dumped but not
unpacked pending possible forward move. Protection was suppllied here
by 256 Aust Inf Bde which had followed behind 21 Inf Bde.

cO oroceeded on 6 Oct to DUMPU after crossinz SU INAM ih
early morning and interviwed Brig DOHERTY. Capt WILMER'S Light Section
was holding 34 patients at this stage and several severe Ba tle Casualt-
les so €O decided to bring forward the Surgical team under Maj LOEWENTHAL
to deal with these on the spot as they npmigxcertainly would never have

survived the trip back to GUSAP without treatment. A theatre was set up
in the patch of secrub at DINMPU by the TRIA Rlver and a surgical ward
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with thateh roof was erected. "™hils move was not favored by ADMS but
aroved to be effective in the long run. On & Net CO returned to
KIAGULAN 1in the afternoon and to CUSAP on the 7 Ugt where Capt HELLIS=-
TRANT was In charge and had 33 patients awaiting evacuation, and a very
efficient Staging Post with Capt SMITH standing by for urgent surgery
wlth two the:tre orderlies. The OUSAP River flooded that nisht and

CO was forced to return to the strip instead of soinp forward since the
bridge was washed awuy. CO returned to DU PU t e following day and
proposed visiting 2/27 Aust Inf Bn which had moved up the URTIA River to
GUY¥'s Post but AD''S would not permit this and pressure of work during

the days that followed unfortunately prevented (08 forward 1ldison untild
mach later.

By 11 Oct patients were arrivin; faster than shelter could be’
’ erected for them and no tentage was avallable. A 20 bed admission ward
and 3 bed surglical ward were now in operation at DUMPU . Cooking
gear 1n very short supply at this stgae and many strange utensils had to
be improvdsed. Div had established HQ at URTA=RAMU Junetion by 12 Oet
and A and B Coys were flown in on the same day from WADZAB. 21 Bde 1Q
moved to KUIBARUM on the 14 Oct since b passive infaltration, the "8
had surrounded them and then ppoceeded to develop Into a Fiddd Hospital
3 A light Section under Capt CHURCH of B Coy was sent to GUYS Post on 12
. Vet and A Coy were snet back to KIAGUIAN to 25 Bde HQ to organise
evacuation from upper waters of SURINAM by Light Section under Capt
VILMER which evacuated to a Staging Post t#der Capt SVITH, at 2/31 Bn
Report Centre In the foothllls where he and Maj STUCKEY were ready for
urgent surgery, thence to the WMDS by a Medieal Stagin; Post under [ieut
FIECLD at the SURINAM Crossing.

The MDS at I'UMPU was now holding 245 patients. Evacuationsby air
were belng done through No 2 Srtip !'UMPU to NADZAB.

-

| Routine work now continued until the end of the month, and the
. grew in size daily as CO had been iInstructed to hold as many patients as
poesible in forward area and RTU them from there., The highest figure
reached was 805 pat'ents, a record, considering the limited personnel and
equipment at the unlits disposal, and that the fact that we were short f
drugzas etc since we had being supplyinz two Bdes RAPs with only & seanty

reserve. The lack of HMedical supplies was a eature noticed throushout
the whole proceedings,

A Coy had been recalled as 25 Bde moved forward so the whole un
less ROB and sick were in KUMPARUM«IUMPU area. On 4 Dec move was commenc
to new site on the "YNE River. 1p to the time of Lhis move e unit had
tr ated or vacuated 2334 cases of which 1l were Battle Casualties.

' Apprecilatiog 1s here expressed of the great assistance offered
' to tThis unit by 21 Aust Inf Bde at all times, and in no matter what

circumstances, with Transport, labor, shelter equipment and good sound
advice.
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