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24 AUST INF BDE REPORT ON OPERATTONS

PART I

THE CAPTURE OF LABUAN

SEC I INTRODUCTION

OBJECT OF THE OPERATION

s The capture of LABUAN was pact of 9 Aust Div's task of
capturing and consolidating BRUNEI BAY.
LABUAN was to be captured:-

(a) for its strateglc value in the control of BRUNEI BAY:
(b) for the possession of 17s harbour - VICTORIA HARBOUR?
(¢) for the possession of 118 airfield;

(d) for its value as a hase for operations on the mainland.

PASK ALLOTTED TO 24 AUST INF BDE

e 24 Aust Inf Bde was to land on the strip of beach between
\_/ RAMSAY POINT and VICTORIA township. It was to:-

(a) secure a bridgehead;

(b) capture the por? aﬁd harbour Tacilities;
(¢) capture the airfield;

(d) hold a covering position;

(e) destroy all enemy on the island;

(f) prepare for subsequent cperations in the area
MEMPAKUL - WESTON - BEAUFORT - PAPAX.

3, Tor the initial landing it would comprise a Brigade Group
Jegss one battalion — See Order of Battle Appx A. 1ItTs
third battalion was to be part of Divisienal Reszrve.

4 o It was to be responsible for landing 1 Aust Beaca GP and
Div troops = see APPX A.

TOPOGRAFPHICAL

55 LABUAN TSLAND is situated off the north-west coast of

BORNEO, 815 miles from SINGAPO L. It lies across the
northern part of the mouta of BRUNEI BAY, which s the
largest anchorage on this part of the coast. Polltically,
the island was one of the Straits Settlements, with 2
Resident on LABUAN under the zeneral direction ol the
Governor at SINGAPORE.

|
|

\
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(b) From BAMSAT FOINT 1200 yards merih-esst. The
| “ tactical value of ithis doach wemld ve the sewe as
% | {(z) out i% eomid -’E&ﬁdﬂﬁ;ﬁﬁi @’13'* Bt Haoh nnter end fthen
| only by l&ﬂﬁiﬂ@”ﬁﬂﬁ#ﬁ and anorindious 7s7ehicles:
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Devalopment of the Igland

,&buuu.half WA c&ral and ﬂalf ﬁurth.aurfacedu Phere

(e) & small beach 300 yards lonZ, about 850 yards
north-vwasts of COLLIER HAD.

(d) A& small besach on #xireme SOULH of HAMILION FOIHY
guitable only for LVP (4)s.

YICTORIA HARBOUR is the only desp water port in the
RRUNEI BAY Hres. It is wall Bheltecred 111 5ll wallners,
and had 6 pisrs O wheives ﬂf ﬂﬁxyuﬂg 31595, Thie area: L |

— s,

NORTH OF thﬂfﬂhrhﬂur, formlng the

g
-

the island, was well sarved wfrﬂ-aﬁéi" |
this area that almost all development i?“ﬁhe ialanﬂ hﬂﬂ ' ;
taken place. OFf the 40 miles of road on the island, 3

The ¢limate is hot and humid, with cool nighis. The -
annwal rainfall is sbont 130 inches, most of which Talls |
at night.

Tactical features s : -

¥ B | e . * _L - 2 a-lng It = " : '-3'_"'-"_-:-_"- L L eaeil g "-:‘r“ & thﬁ .
airficld and the port facilities of V10T QEEEBUER¢

= R SN < TR S0 S, soect l 1;r' !.r'ml““u I’E—th nmefgeﬁ

"
. -

- (a) the size ”E@E%H? igland is such thait practically =il

of it is within artillery range cf any nﬂP point
an 1t,

(v} the wmain pill Teatures run slong the WEST coast,
aﬁﬂ,p gll tu 1t, i & ﬂhaln, bqt? thera HSTe |

' f'i: e fe BR e s, apars Pfrom L -_f_-_-'é E;r which M‘ﬂ'e |

——— o : 1
-
- L o - w1 S o]
. |:._-. ' I'I- - L ...I.II‘ 3 # it L o -
B Ea O T = T o g gt el Bl

-

(i) a low plateaw extends from the NORTH 1AST

'-'—I—l‘

tip of the iﬁlﬂﬂﬂ, alﬂng*ﬁhﬂ BAST coast, J
‘and terminates at the lino Tg TARAS - 3
820840, The sirstrip is built wpor che - "

aouthern pﬁrtlﬂu ) f:i;@ifﬁffi

poseession of the abors tigs _ :
for contrel of 5%& a_t.r;ﬁ' 13 and ¥ mm BEACH
which is separated from . niF' ,ﬁ@ﬂ yards of -

flﬂt gl’ﬂ'bm&4 _ . : A
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slightly too high in numbers,
and *»nacvurate in the unifts involved.s Information

gained alter the landing showed that the real

, PRt o By By
satad UE B0 TaA

figures were approximately:

271 Indep Iuf Bn lecs one zoy) 350
a8 111 Adrfield Bn 20
i Miscallaneous 150
| | 550
i - Gaptured documents etc now indicate that the enemy
} had decided to withdraw all his troopz from LARUAN
if the Eattle went againsi then,

; (p) Some gctivity or tracks was noticed in air phot o=

| graphs. TSield wo ks and cossh defences did not
appear v e magrnuas: There were scattered fox-
nolcs or EAMITTON PGIHT: sbd a small pit and trench
Q0C yards loag, IMCIMH of the town. At the north-

U arn pcint of the island there was a defensive
system of weapons pits; bunkers, and trenches, but
defences senerally appearsd to be designed rather

| for vhe orotection of the airfields than fer beach

deience. Experience on PARARKAN suggested the

pregsence ol more extensive Iield works than ecoulad |

be QEtacted in sir photographs; this proved 1o be

| S0

; T, 7 s

Ll

're snemy air s.action was expscted %o be, and W&as,
negligible.

PRECIITNARY CONFERENCE

/ - | .
1D A. preliminary conferances of Prigade Commanders and
' 3%afis which were called by General Officer Comnanding

J Aust Div, it was indicated that:-

(2) some portisn of the two brigades which comprised
the Divisiinal Gp would necessarily be required
Zor Divigicnal reserve.

\b) that in view of the available shipping, a reduct-
ilon of personnel end vehicles cf units of the
| force wonl” be reguired.

£ I gade Comr:nders completed stera in their apprec-
€570 and planring, Gensral Officer Commanding 9 Aust
wiv crerclged control and gave hig directions.

\

| N ; R : -
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PRELIMINARY DECISIONS

e 1% was realized that the nature of -tke cocast line znd sea

approaches reduced the choice of a landing beach to

BROWN BEACH. The Navy was unwilling 50 conagider ar

initial landing on HAMILTON PENINSULA, unless it was in
the nature of a main effort, which was out of the cuestion.
Thus an extensive neutralization programme by naval fire
and air bombardment wai decided upon, in order to cver—
come possible interference from HAMILTON PENINSULA.

18, The nature 0f the line of advance from BROWN BEACH inland
was such that:-

(a) two forward battalions could cover the front:

(b) the necessity for flank prosection was barely exist-
ent:

(¢) the main use of a brigade floabing reserve vouwld thus
, be reduced to reinforecing the Ffrontal drive;

(d) such reinforcement was betiter efi'scted by increased
fire powers; |

(¢) if the third battalion of the brigade was held in
Divisional reserve, it would be likely %0 sexrve the
Divisional plan tetter, and the Brigade plan no
worse, than f it was held as a Brigade floating
raserve.

10, The Brigade Commander then suggested that 2/%2 Aust Inf
Bn be waken as part of Divisionsl Reserve and that a
maximum of fire power be provided in the form of a full
gquadron of tanks and sundry other wesponsg, from which a
- rigade reserve could be formed.

PORCES AVAILABLE

RS S e T ——

20. T1ro0ps |
(a) The forces available to the Brigsde Commander for the
operation were:-
Two infantry battalions (the third wes "‘n DIV reserve),
A commandc sguadron,
An armourad squadron (Mstilds "anks),
A field rogiment less one trocp,
A 1ight anti-a’rerafit trcop,
A fisld company,
A machins gun company,

witn the necesssry service troops.

._ ’ : B e S
\_\__-—-_-__ . = . — —— e — i ————n — - - m—
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(b) A detachment of 727 Amphibian Tractor Bn (US) was
also under command, and a number of Corps, Division-
al, Base; RAAF,; and U8 units were placed under com-
mand for landing only, as was &2.80 L Aust Beaahlﬂp
lesg a smell defachment with 27 Afust Inf Bde.

The full order of battle .3 shown in Appx A sttached.

21, Shipping

Ships available tc the Brigade for the transport of the
force were as follows:-

2 LSI (EMAS WESTRALIA znd MANOORA)

10 eyl
5 LOT
L T 301

X LSU

In addition, the following small craft were avallable for
landing: - |

38  LCYP
260 LOM

APPEECIATIONS BY BRIGADE COMMANDER AND STARF

22. In all, there were three appreciations made, after the
ikhitial conference and the issue of the Livisional Com~
mender's outline plan:~ '

(a) appreciation of the situwation at LABUAN by the

' Brigade Commander;
(b) appreciation of '‘he situation at LATUAN from enemy
point of view by the Brigede Major {Learnexr);
\¢} appreciation of The alloimeat of shipring snd éfder
I battle By Brigade Major and Military Landing
Officer.

PCINTS TAFEN PROM BRIGADE COMMANDE

o

R’ S APPREC ATION

23 (a) By landing on BROWN BEACHE the mattle would bacome
one for the possession of the main objectives, fronm
the coummencement of the @ssault landing.

(b) fThus the maximum impetus must be intrcdueec to
exploitaticn beyond the beach; and, must be main-
tained until the airfield was captured.

¢) HAMILTON PENINSULA must be captured as soon =23
possible, either by land route or by e amphibious
attack across VICTOBRTA BARBUUR. The neutralization

programme could not continue indefinitely; and., the

b

4
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enemy mey cause disruption if allowed to develop
strength in that guarter.
1 i .

(d) The uncertainty oi the nature of the ground beyond
the beach head, from the point of view of uding
tanks, reguired a coantinuwous pressure Forward by
infantry without waiting Ffor tanks to oversake them,

(e) The possibility of the ecanal whicy stret ched from
825835 to the NORTH WEST being a major obstacle,
covered by fire from enemy positiosne in the rLaing
ground NORTH of it warrant=d:-

(i) careful study of this ares .14 areas to the
EAST of it;, by all metnods.

(1i) adequate coverage of this area by ocombardment
programnacs,

(iii) provision foxr the development of a.RIGHT en=
s - flanlm:g movement, if necessary.

(Fote:~ This arda subsequently proved +- bs the

enemy’s first line. It is srobable thet the bomb-

bardzent reduced the strength of it; but, the enemy

offered stif? resistance 4o our forward troops.

——

nevertheless. )

.#) The nsed for NOT baving both batislions L8y con-

mlttad, early in the ﬂgagatiqni Emggﬂat34 tiiat the

: shoula t ' ngea ﬁﬁﬁﬁh after the capiure

ing T R T -&Hﬂ 3f the alrflelu -
g SE, fb:é:"l:her moves saould bs by one

battallun at a time with the cther holding a firm

(O bage.

(&) As the battle for the mdlﬂ.dﬂ]ﬁcti?EE would o mmence
early, Ertlllﬁlj, tanks and 4.2 in mortara would be '
needed early. Thﬂ@ﬂmngﬁn”;tﬁ'Qﬂxﬁfba_laﬂ@edlin the

(#i) The nature of Lhe 3arly-pff;ﬂﬁ'sf'the£1ﬁ1ack, £
snvisaged, wonld rermit of +hs application of raval
fire in a progregsion uf timed concentrations, be-
nind which the advance would follow.

(i) The neutralization OF HAMTLTON PENINSULA wiald ke
an ideal task for aircraft.

(J) Prom the administration poin of view, the suzply of
water must be studied, in casec of delay in capturing
the reservolr or in case of its being destroyed.

24511
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The appreciation of the actual landing as far as it
concerned type of craft, time of landiag, underwater
Obstacles and beach obstacsles in tve form of mines re-
ceived separate congideration. Briefly, it was antici-
pated that the coral shelf extending frow the beach would
present a wide water gup, up to three feet in depth. '
Thus a strong bid was made for the use of LVT's.

Note:- After the issue of the outline Plan; a native of
LABUAN was interrogated. The iafornaticn thet
was deduced as result of this interview raised the
possibility of extensive minefields, both on the
water's edge and inland. Plans had +o be nade,
a8 a consequsnce, for the reconngissar~s &nd clear-
ing of minefields, before LVT's coudd o2 direscted
over the heach. Thus, troops disembarke! at the
waterline and LVT's were routed to temporary rally
areas until the immediate hinterland was declared
safe. 1In ﬁha:evené, there were no minssg erccuntered
near the beach.,

PLAN

26ﬂ

The Outline plan 1ppears as Appx B atftached.
The final plan was but an amplification of it.

SEC, 2 PLAN

Planning HQ

(&) During the latter part of March 1945, the beigasde
Planning team left AUSTRALIA €ov MOROTATI.,
The Brigade Commander, Brigade Major and gignal
Officer travvellad by air while the Intelligence
Officer, Staff Captain (Learner), Military Landing
Officer, clerks and intelligence personnel travelled
by sea. '

(b) 411 planning teams of 9 Aust Div were initially

| situated at Corps HQ until “he arrival of the first
troops of the division. when 211 HQ were moved %o
the divisional concentration area.

(¢) The brigadc HQ was divided into two distinc: parts:-
(1) = Planning HQ

- s
— iy e . — - G - i M e ———

e
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| (ii) Administrative HQ.

l Phe former consisted of the Commandar and principal
staff efficers whilst the latter was made up of the
staff learners, junior liaison officers etc,

This disiribution proved quite eatisfactory and

allowed the planning staff a maximum amount of +ime

for detailed planning without interrupiion.

| ?7; Order of Battle and Distribution of Fcrce o ships

| (a) During the planuing stages thare were ITwe major

| changes which had far reaching gfrects.

(i) In the initial stages, Orders of Bavile and

| allotments of shipping were lssuved to cover
the tactical employment c¢f the whole division.

(i1) Tate in planning, owing to the fact that she

& whole division could WO be concentrated in
-~ gufficient time for the cperation, it bescams
necessary bt. revise ihe divisional plar.

(iii) Subsequently, when the target date for tie
operation was postponed to sllow for the con-
centration of the division, another change in

| plan was necessary. |

: (v) On rsceipt of the initial Jrder of Battle and 2llot-

| . ment qf-Hhiﬁﬁi@ﬁ@*ﬁlljﬁ@itﬁ_ﬁﬁ@eﬁﬁb@ﬂ#@ua-wera in-

| structed to complete "bid sheets" on which the brig-
‘ade staff were to base the allotment of force %o
ships. '

U (z) Phe changes menticred in sub para (a) above hai the
| following effects-

|

| | (i) It was NOT pussible to obtain a firm Order of

| Battle on which to base the digtributicn of

; force to ships.

| (11) Owing to the need for alteration to the 7aci-

| ical plan, allotment of shipping had to he con-

- tinwously altered.

: (iii) Units weze forced to consisteatly alter vhelr

"oid sheats’.

| (iv) It was NOT pessiblie to issue a fira distridbut-

| ion of force to ships to units until very late

in the planning stagss.

| This was unsvoidable.

|

|t —
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28. Co~ordinating Gdnﬁprqugg_

(a) A series Of co-ordinating conferences was arranged
at Brigade HQ to cover all stages of planring,

(b) During the series, the brigade task was cealt with
on a model of LABUAN ISLAND, in complete detail
including battalion tasks snd those tasks to he
performed by the navy, air forcs and sup ~ctiag
arms.

(e) All commanders of units and subunite rehearsed the
plan un'a.mudal, in the pregsence of each other.
Separate rehearsals were held at brigade, battalion
and company linesg. ‘

SBT 5 EMBARKATION

L 29. The embarkation was cerried out on a éivisionel basis with
Militery Tanding Officcsrs attached to brigadss respoasible
for the embarkation. |

50. In addition, the brigade was responginble for the loading
of all force stores to be carried in the ships on wiich
the brigade was to travel.

) B Embarkation of troops and vehic_.ca was carried out very |
smoothly and few problems arose. | |

25 Toading of stores presented some aifficultr. A conversicn

rate of 1.6 cub tons to 1 deadweight ton was uced in work-
- ing out the deadweight tonnage for szch ship. When this
(U tonnage was allocated, ‘ir many instances, unit stores,

canteen gtores and ordnance étﬂre;'wurked out at approx-
imately 3 to 4 cubic tones-per Ceadweight ton, wrich meant
the shutting out of essential stores from cettain ships.
These had to be fitted into other snips.

5 i Flans and specifications of all ships were held oy £ Aust
Mil TLdg Gp and the diagramatic lcading of thess cra’?s was
carried out in the normal way by ftemplates on 1h2 as.ls
model.

54 . When the ships arrived 1to be loaded, 1t was found, “n
almost every case, thal local modifications had been made
by the ships company, and these modifications reduced load-
ing capacity considerably, in one cage ap-te 5000 cub Pt.

e

%
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5. This obviously crested a considerable problem at the
last moment, and it is felt that, in future operationg,
some survey should be made of tne ships allotted, well
in advance of luéding: aind, any mcdifications sdvised to
the Mil Ldg Gp concerned.

SEC 4 VOYAGE

%6, Owling to the limited suount of chippines avaiiable it was
liecessary o load LST #ith approximately 450 troops in
cases of assault battalions; and, LOI with approximately
180 - 190,

27 Fer a voyage of 7 days, where LST zre heavily loane? with
venlicles, it is considered that =ais namber is eXcassive.
it it is necessary to loesd S0 meny prrsomnel on that type

C of ship, a reduction in efficisncy must be accepted.
SEC 5 IARY OF THE OPFRATION

38, As was originally appreciated during planning. the snemy
- did NOT oppose the landing but withdrew towards the wital
grovnd in the area FLAUSTARF 8283,

39, 10 Jun

(2) On 10 JUN, little oppositicn was srcountered on the
RIGHT during the advance EAST of ABLE route and the
airfield was guickly secured ailthough the snen- was
KJ still being encountered in the zras to the WESD' of
ABLE rcuts.

(D) On the LEFT, all attempts to penetrate the FLACSTAVE
area and that area betwsen A3LE and BAKER routes werc
met with determined opposition.

Alter stubborn fighting FLAGSTAFF was cantured and
| the canal at 825837, which proved an cbstacle t0 tanks,
wag crossed.

P
<3
o

I% bad been the original iantention to employ the
whole cf the Cav Sqn, which was i Erigade reserve,
to attack and captire the HAMILTON PENINSULA srea as
gsoon a3 the situation permitied.

During the morning, natives reported that there were
R0 enemy on the FPENINSULA; and, in view cf the 3isw
Progress on the LEW™ of the Erigade front, one
ORLy was ordered to capture the ares,

sToop

T,
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40. 11 Jun

(a) On 11 JUN, 2/4% Aust Inf Bn on the RIGHT encourtered
gstrong opposition to tae WESY of AZLE routs tarough-
out the day-.

The area to the EAST of ABLE rToute up toc the divie-
" ional covering position was pairolled end cleared.
(b) On the LEFT 2/28 Aust Inf Bn conti med to encounter

heavy resistance from a serics of rdges to tiie BAST
of BAKER route and only slow progiress was made.

Vel

"A" Company, the right forward company was ~us !
communication at & vital period, whicno prec vle
the Brigade Commander from o ploying Two co' paries

of 2/43 Aust Inf Ba, which were being he.d .n reserve,
to assist 2/28 Aust Inf Bn.

() Squadrﬁn HQ and an aaditional trooep &/11 Aust (30
: Sqn moved to HAMILTON ZPENINSULA end contiaued tae
clearing of that area.

(d) It became apparent during the day that the main enemy
position was in the area belween ABRLE and BAE L]
routes in the area scuares £ .00 and 8i{5. This area
subsequently proved to be a well dug and tunnelled
pogltion, mined and booby trapped.

The RIGHT forwsrd hattalion was accordingly ordered
to attack the enemy position in sguare 8186 Trom ths
BAST while the LEFD forward battalicon wa crcercd to
deal with the enemy in scuare 8125 Froa tae < QUTH
and by an cutflanking attacX from the RIGH..

3 = £k 3 9
11, l > A - :}-1_ 8

e 1

(g) On 12 JUN 2/43 Aust inf Ban afitocked ihe enemy poitior
in the area 8186 from the EAS? surported uy tenks of
B Sqn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt. ‘fho atlack was succezsful
and the battzlion was immediately ordered to coatinue
the advance to the WEST aznd, with the trcop of 2/11
oL Aust Cdo Sqn under command, to patrol to the NORTH.

() 2/28 Aust Inf Bn attacked the enemy in area 8185 and.

with a right ouitflanking move succeeded in clearing
the enemy from their well defended positious.

(¢) One troop of 2/11 Aust Gdo Sen, moving tLhrocugh swamp.
made contact with 2/43 sust Inf Tz at the junction of
CHARLIE and JIG rouces.

. e — ]
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43.

44 .

i"~-._.--r' Z Daz ,_

- 14 -
subse uent operations were cornducted wlth a view o
compr-ssing the remainder of the enemy into his rear
position to the WEST of BAKER route in sguare 8085,

while the remaindsr ¢f tane island was Tho:ougnly nass

troliad and scatterad groupa ¢f the -~lemy an..il.aned.

The canemy in square 8085 wag merely .ntained for voms
days luring which time all availlsbls ‘ire power includ-
ing r wval gunfire, field artillery, aorvars and gireral®;
was d rected into the arsa.

Subse uently, an attack, supported by flame throw.ng tanks
and g n tanks, was launched by 2/28 Buat Inf Ba and ths
area (leared of enemy.

.

3EC 6 DETATLED REPORT OF ACTICN -

10 _JUN_45

47-

Brigade Intention for the day

As in Brigade Outlins Plan - Apgx B =ttached.

General

(a) The landing proceeded without incident, except thaat
an enemy aircraft dropped cne bomb beitween two s3hips,
in the early morning.

The interval of time between gerials in *he latter
part of the timed landing progrsume was extended, in
order 1o meet circumstances an'fhé beachs out, it

can be said vhat the landing of the aprsavlt waves was
gxecuted perfectiy.  Waves on cz2ll were hanclasd with
eape; and, the brigade reserve landed g3 call:d for.

(b) It was evident that some of the trocps were combat-
ting the effects of their relatively ‘ong approach
voyage; but, this did not refleet in their !'ishting.

RIGHT - 2/43 Aust Inf Bp

The battalicon landed at 09151 snd gquickly securel ‘the first

and second brigade bounds. Only scattered oppogition was

sncountered; and at 1L1OL,the stvack on ACPARKS was com-
menced,: By 18001, the airsteip wae secured, althouzh the
enemy was still in weii dug positions to the WEST of ARLE
route, offering considerable recistuace.

dwing to ‘the seanpy nature Of Lae ground, tanks kecans

-

bogzed on the southern end of the sirsgtrip, ard tns bat~

vallion fought 198 w8y forward without tanik 8UPROYT

M e T ——————— HEEREE e = =
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48 . LEPT - 2/28 Aust Inf En

(a) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn landed at 09151, ~n “he LEFT of the
brigade front, and immediataly push24 orward towards

the PLAGSTAFP featur:; snd, at tas nam*_timei sent
one company into the VICIORTA JJARBC ' owp &
By LOB0I the town was reprried cizar an he o vanee
was continued. |
Oppositicn was encountered on tha R H?F from the
FLAGBSTAFP area and on the LEFM from he high ground
overlooking the canal at 823837. Tr s c=aal proved
a complete obstacle to tanks, and inlaniry nad w0
. earry out an cppesed Crossing sSuppe ted Crom the near
bank. By a series of outflanking movements on the
right, GOVERNMENT HOUSE and the PLAGSTAFF area were
captured after sharp fighting.

(p) The left forward company succseded ir g iring a foot~
hold cn the NORTH side of the canal and, although
5ﬂfferiﬁg:ﬂaﬂﬁaltiasﬂgﬁinﬂﬁ control of the area.

(c) The efforts of the LEFT? forward company are wo~thy
a? menticn.  Their atizck led then acrers the canal
where the ground was open tc fir¢. The canal was
waist deep for wading. The crossing was not in the
form of an agsault. PForward platoons moved & 3s5C-
tion across at g time and mede use of *heir cwn and

the fire power of the tanks to cover the move. Thers

ST FEY =

was amplﬂ scope for minor tactics and junior leaders

performed wsll. Most of the cpposition wes from
. riflemen firing from well sited and concealed 081t=«
A ions that were difficult tc locate. This fire was
heavy and well controlled.

(d) ?he enemy continued to resisi strongly from & ssries
of ridges to the Eﬁ@ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁﬂ&iﬂﬂithﬁ:nighf-EE?eral
st tempte weXe made o infilﬁr%tﬂzintﬁhuﬁr posl sions
ithout success.

B

49. Brigade Reserve

= ————

Ths brigade intention was 10 hold 2/11 Aust Cde Sgit in
reserve until such time g8 the situation was clarified

and, .i? the opportunity presented itsell, for the Sqn 1o
attack and capbure HAMILTON PENINSULA. During the norning,
natives reported that there were no eapemy on HAMILTUN
FENINSULA; and, in view of the slow progress on the LEFT
of the brigade front, one trodOp enly of the sqn wes order ed
ta carry out the task.

“w

_— — e

i — e e I e A T
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Lending from TLVI(4)s, as plaaned, the Troop reported
the capture of ARDIk without opp sitior at 181i0I.

7 PLUS 1 DAY - 11 JUN

50, Brigede Intention for the dey

To copntinue thz sdvance to the divisioral COVEring
pogition and, if necesgary, employ properiion ot 2/ 45
Aust Inf Bn to clear the enemy in frout cf z/¢€ Aust
Inf Bn.

51 RIGHT - 2/43 sust Inf Bn

(a) At first light, patrols were =zent 1o clear ithe whoie
area to the BAST of ABLE route up ic and including
the divisional coveringz peosition. A1l attempts Lo
penetrate L¢ She WEST were met with stubborn resist-
ence., Despite this, the battalion captured the re-
gervoir at 822850 intaect.

(b) The battalion carried cut socine excel lent patrols Tor
protection of its LERT flank, On soveral cceaslons,
enemy parties probed ﬁﬁwﬁrﬁﬁiﬁhE.WEST glide of the
airfield; but, on each occasion they were drivern
back.

N A

(¢) With the ald of & bridss lay ng tan'., «Gwo Troops of
ranks were moved up ABLE ronie,. a2hd UsSWEE LTOREC
for them in clearing ovne parsy of enemy wich pone- |
trated to a position sstiride ﬁELE rounts beyond the |

NORTH end of the airfield.
(4) By evening, the area as far NORTH as the covering
position and WEST to ABLE route was cleared of enemy.

\J 52, LEFT - 2/28 Aust Inf Bn

g ——

(a) TPTarly on the morning of 12 Jun, 2/2% pust Inf Br
reguned PHASE III of the athacik.

(b) Two companies were used forward: £ Company on the
RIGHT, moving erass country, to the WEST of ABLE
route; R Company on the LAFT, to more VRS down a
gpur to BAKER route; anid Theace along tiae _atters
C Company, moviag in ys=2r ol B CUomnpany on BAKER
‘rﬂute; and D Company, tu holi ‘a firm base in the
initial stage of the advance, then to0 move as
battalion reserve.

(¢) Owing to thae demnlltlan of tane bridze at 822837.
tenks could not be ugei. “

d .

(d) 2/12 Aust Fd Rezt was %o support the advance; ang,
g8 a result of reliable 1nformation, an arr strike

was planned c» an enemy 2eicnce area at 94856,

e — e e e —

— e . — e ——— —— e e e e e e e P S
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‘ (e) The advance was very difficult. The ccuntry was a
serics of ridges running froem the sirfield, across

- the lineg of advance to the margrove Swanps on Ghae

| WEST of BAKER rouse. BRAKER route, itself, waz a

| defile. Phe ridges ended with steep biuffs on the

BAST of the road and the vegsetetion was thick apon

3 ' them. RBetweer ths ridgss- (bers ware pirecipilouas
gullies in most instances.

(£) The air strikse was reported to bs verv accuret: and
was sunsequently fIound ©o hﬂfb gurTuck amonz enamy in

| : - a well tunnelled zrea.

(g) ©A" Company oa Tthe RIGHT appresared o be ma;ixg-fair
progress towards the bombline.

(h)y "R" Company 3gqn.amﬂnunﬁaréi;Qﬂgﬂﬂitian; but, 2y 1200
e ol - hours, GEORGE m#@ oaptured and contact made
- L‘;' . 'WJ.'I::*h 2}'415 B e :

(j) Then the day Turaned to gae of trouble and uncerzainty.
- | First, ﬁﬁﬂfi@ﬁﬁizﬁgﬁjgE?ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ_iaﬁﬁwrJu-? easions,
I Reports iﬂﬂiﬂ&tfﬁ.th’{_auffﬂldtfﬁﬁing anemy in dug
' and wired positions; but, their whersabouts became
unknown. Then YB" Company wss ambushed and held by
| : enemy oI Suceesgive ridgeaa .

B e

The Commending Officer decidsd to

BAKER route with *C" Company .l'.'_-':.-.";':{'i ﬁﬁf" Sompay

=- ﬁf.lﬁhﬁlfiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfEﬁﬁiﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂ’ﬁr;gﬁéﬁiﬁﬁ=+ sgesaion ¢f the
|  upper portions of the vidges. There was = dauger of
A "B" Company baﬁﬂmingqmlxad in an snccouhter with %A

- = Compaiy in the thick timber; but this had to be ac-
cepted. One of theﬂﬁ flank noves had proved success—
: in dislodgs : ﬂnﬁi thﬁ second took WR®
S company further to th and alghtfall fourd them
| | 30 near %o g cate that %they ”'__:t rdered to move .
into and h&ﬂﬂﬁﬁfﬁﬁfﬁim- ﬁﬁgggffﬁinﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁllﬂﬂﬁlify,

ar the night; and be Prepar fl" to continue on the
moxning 2 12 JUN, ?b@ ;smgﬁfﬁiierHUGH 7 operaticns
had been slow and littl&;iﬁﬁgraaﬁ had been made.,
BAKER route was & serises of demolitions - Both in

‘the Torm of craters and @Eﬁtrﬂyed pricdges. mhg*
mystery of "4 Gaﬁpaﬂg“ﬁ silence at a ewitical time,
when more foree of firepower and infantery was nesded,
was worryine. Had their position besa known, two |
ﬂqmyaniea of 2/43 Kast Int 31 vhich were available

- — i

_—

el

I"f;

- SEREEE | e ]
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‘a8 brigade reserve could have been used to athack ’
from the BAST to assist 2/28 Aust Inf Bn.
(1) When "A" Company did repoxt, its position was 8198%54.
Tt bad been in contact in the area to the TONI WEIT
of its position and had been fTor-ed to withdrsw to
better ground for the night T reported the eneny
in well fortified positions woniobh demanded an org-
anlzed. attack,;
(m) The enemy kept up a series of infiltraticn ztsacks
all night; but was beaten bdck 2dach time.
53 2/11 Aust ¢do Sgn
As portion of 2/43 Aust Inf Bn was now available ain brig-
._ﬂdE*PEEEI?E; 1t was not considered necesssry to hoid 2/11
Aust Cdo Sqn any longer. Congeguently Sqn Headgua~;ers
_ and one troup were moved to BHAMILTON PENINSULA tc continue
\/ the clearing of that area; and, one troop was plscocd
under command 2/43 Aust Inf Bn tc assist in mopoin: up
BAST of the airfield.
2 PLUS 2 DAY = 12 JUN 45
F.
| 54. Brigade Intention fcr the day
To attack Uhe enemy in squares £185 and 8186 and to con-
ticue the advance te “he WEST. 2/43 Aust inf Bn was to
attack the northern area from the eastern flank zni 2/28
Aust Inf Bn tec attack 'I?Ite southern area with aa (u:iflank~
ing movement from the right.
55 - Gensral
e (a) A%t the close of the previcus gag - 1l J40N; 5 ertain
amount of information had teen collated from :2ports
following contacts; from ceptured documents and from
naiive reports. It was apparsnt that the are: now
being_aﬁtaﬁkaﬁ'waa-ﬁhﬂaﬁﬂéﬂyiﬁh@ﬁinudefance nosition
and tnat there was a rear rosition in gquare 3085,
The enemy plans, as appearirg 11 captured documents,
included dogged resistance in his main position,
sulclde attacks; "Special ﬁ#fan;a“ - which was
taken to be the elecirieal £4 ring of hombs and other
exblogive devices - and "if thiz was not gucessgful™
a las® stand in his rear gositiocn. T8 #was also
3 thought that there was a likeliaccd of the Eneny
withdrawing to TIMBALAT or +~ BYSIHUNE BSAD.
!
b i — = = e e R — ”——-—-'—_——.-————————_*__.-ﬂf*- .
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(b) Plans were therefore made to employ botu battalions
to attack the enemy meir pesition and to Localigze
him so that (he remainder of the island covld be

cleared.

(¢) Before undertaking a co-ordinated attack, more inf-
ormation was needed of the exact layout of the enemy's
defence. Corsequently, the boundary between 2/28
Aust Inf Bn and 2/43 iust Inf Bn was altered to :-

line junction ACELE route and track 317857 to
houses 814855 all inclusive 2/28 Aust Inf Bn;
thence BAKER roufte - JIG route -~ CHARLIE
route all inclusive 2/43 Aust Inf Bn.

(d) Both battalions were to commence patrolling their
areas vigorously, with & view Lo mour “ing an attack
supported by artillery «nd tanks. Belore any attack
was launched, plans were to be submitted for co-ord-
ination by Brigade Headguarters. There sppeared to
be two main localities, each separate:-

(i) an area at 813862 which was Htunnelled and de-
fended by bomb honhy traps, and contained
stores buildings.

(ii) positions similar to the above astride the
track 317857 to 3..4855,

Ordexrs for the above were issued gv 112115I and
patrolling commenced bzlocre first Light cr. 12 JUN.

T - 2/43 Aust Inf Bn

56. RIG

(a) The patrols which left early in the meorning soon
verified the existence of strong defences in the
area 813860; and, found that commanding ground at
the village 809867 was not held and was spproach-

able by tanks and vehicles.

(b) A%t 0923 hours the enemy was reported to Yrsve with-
drawn from 814862 whers he had been active on the
previous day. 2/43 Aust Int Bn was warned that it
was likely that they wouwld be reguired tc move
direct to the junction J1G and BAKER routes, sub-
Ject to more information. |

(e) Suggested air strikes had to be cancellsé in order
that progress would not be impeded.
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e . (d) As 10%3 hours a patrol tc 81286% had not met oppos-— |
) ition but 4aad fouad & strons defence position which
wase deserved. Patrols to the jupstien of BASY and
| ABLE had reconncitred from this junciion tc tke NORTH
I. and WEST? without maiking consact _ : . |
(a) By ‘this tine, it was g]éar jhat,; with the ézeception ‘
of ‘a locality at 813860, ¥the iine of advance ic JIG
route wasg ﬁlﬁﬁr; ] |
(e) 2/43 sust Inf Bn was ordered tc secure the areas
809867 ~ junetion JiG and UALER end contact 2,11
Aust Cdo Sgn at Mﬁm CHARLIZ and JIG. It was
also to liquidate the pockeb at 813860.
() The advance arcund the NORTI proceeded ugainai 1light
: opposition and 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn wds vontacted at
1740 hours.
{J (&) ‘ i
f viﬂlﬂityu There were nume=sus aubsidla;y tracks '
leading into strong posta; heavy trucks wers used
| 88 road blovks and wires Fhretchﬁd from the frucks
tﬂ asrial bombs, aﬂ well ¢ rom tree to tree. Mach-
| g | -}_hi'y" -Uifkﬁﬁﬁfﬂﬁtﬁ; ﬂfﬁ fimmhhmwhre the
f | iy ar which tanks could use g8 h: ground
:1-1-.-_ B INA ST RS £ im0 gr,_ and wa: gen=
oA _ -

{h) mon Company was assisted b7 enginsersg and one troop - |
® of tanks in capturing this pogition. The enemy guns
were knocked out, one by on2, the engineers dealt
wi th “the booby traps anﬁ hlf in the mouths of
m’-ﬂﬂm the -_;__. nosed the eneuwy vrucks off
the tracks where they rollsd clear. Lt Col :EANES
: _ ’ﬁ@ﬁﬁpﬁaywa1 fdt.hﬁp Tmimﬁﬁrfﬂﬂf iﬂ%m:ﬁgﬁhe=¢rderﬁ
which resulted :L,a ‘* Air=et &e Eﬁ

»

(i) The infantry cnmpletﬂﬁ tﬁe*mﬂpping up o the =rss-
and consolidated the position,

the ares 30&351 whera'ﬁyhﬁn uunuered enemy anc attack— : |
ed them. The patzol killeu 2 eremy and drove cthers |

CEf a small knoll, but came under heaey machire gun
: and morisr fire from the NOBTH and withdrew, °

1
_ |
N _ . =l = : vg
d : E
| —m - — e 3 — 0 "
. - - e & —— .'.-'
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(b) Opposition was encountered at 813854 and in scattered
: areas to the EAST of the latiler.

(¢) The battalion was ordered to deal with this area
with the support of one Groop of tanks whick dad been
brought down GEORGE route Ag "B" {ompany wa8 1n
position as from the previous day's operaticng, 1%
was given the task., "A" Company was 10 clesr the
scattered opposition mensioned above. Aiftexr M"AY
and "B" Companies had con:leted their tasks, Two
companies were to cover JAXER route aid com]ress
the enemy into the area %o the WEST ol it, while
two other companies were to be available, ir Iur-
therance of the Brigade vlan to clear the remalnder
of the island.

(4) At 1550 hours "D™ Company 2/28 Aust Inf Ba noved to
| relieve "D" Company 2/43 Aust Inf Bn and so free the
\/ latter.

(e) Progress throughout the day was tedious.. "CU' Company
exerted frontal pressure vhile "B" Company (ushed the
enemy off its objective. TA" Company arent & day of
difficult mopping up.

(£f) Again, the day's progress had been slow as & result
of terrain and Jogged resistance of enemy wlc were
ad#anﬁagemualy.placﬂd; but, results were corcluaive.
An amcunt of vehiclesz, Equipmant and arms wes capthwr ed.

58, 2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn

(a) The sqn was ordered to compleie mopping up I AMILTOR
i;; PENINSULA and to advance :nd cseize the junction
CHARLIE and JIG routes, with a view tc contecting
2/43 pust Inf Bn.

(b) It was planned that the $gqn would ther move, less one
troop, and patrol NORTH to BETHUNE HEAD. Tre remsin-
ing troop was 1 be under command 2/4% Aust Inf Bn
during the advance of the latter to TIMBALAT and would
be used for flank protec.iion on the ETAM SAN axis.

(¢) The forward trocn reached the junction of J7¢ and
CHARLIE at 1648 hours, on a rising tice. 7Tt was dis-
covered that HAMILTON PO NT was wirtually an island
at high tide; and, as thes tide rose, Sgn Hesiquarters
and one Ttroop were unable to cross the gvamps in
gguare 79€5 and had to roetmvan o dey ground. They

were ordered fo Dprepare TP movement gcross VICTOEIA
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HARBOUR and thence by motor transport 1O the area
BASY rouce.

(d) The Sgn had been faced with saeveral problems in the
handling of a large number OF refurgee natives, lnclud-
ing over 40 wounded.

59 Casualties
Casualiies to date were:- :
OWN LY ENEMY -
ﬁh Probeb Ly
¥illed Wounded  Ki'led Killed W
2/28 Aust Inf o 36 66 5 ,
Bn
2/4% Aust Inf G 45 19 iy
Bn
2/11 Aust Cdo . 1 - - - -
Slefel Ly 3 :
18 | 42 210 30 1

% PLUS 3 DAY - 13 JUN

60 .

6.

b
% )

Brigade Intention for the day

To compress the enemy into the srea WEST of BAXER rute
in square 8085 and to coatinue mopping g the rema nder
Ui‘ th.e iElEﬂau

2/11 sust Cdo Sqn - i

dqgn HQ and one %rﬂﬁ@lmb#Ed'ffﬂm BAMITLTON PENINSULL vis
?iCTORIA HARCOUR and joiaced ite other troop. 1t teok
RIGHT, (A Grolled

forward o the NORTH reaching ths aress

over the role of protection on &the ani
from the

at ARU 8229 to junction of BAEKER =2nd NAN rouftes.

coast

2/28 sust Inf Bn

(a) During thé night there had been some wevement OfF

cnemy back into ereas whien had aeen cleared cn the
previous day-.

(b) It was essential to clesr BAXER route thorouglly; as

. the It of ¢ %0 2/43% Au.t Inf Brodependted mpon it.
direot route through the village 304887 was uct

The
pos-
sible o6f converzsion into a wvshic..e Srack Owing 10
swamp and padi fields. Thas Hhe projected move of

2/23 Aust Inf Bn less two ohmpanies wasg gelayed.

(¢)  Patrol clashes occcurred all day and a number c¢f enemy
. was killed.

AUS_TRA-LIAN WAR MEMORIAL | | :
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63, 2/43 Aust Inf Bn

Rapid progress was mace to the WEST: and, by 1400 1wours
the emergency strip ot TIMBALAI was captured. Petrolling
t0 the NORTH and SOUTH of CHARLIE route resulted i odd
stragglers being accounted for during the day.

Z PLUS 4 DAY - 14 JUN

64 . Brigade Intention for the day

To advance and capture LUBOCK TINIANG ﬁéiﬂw 2/28 Aust Inf
Bn less one compsny and 2/11 Aust Gdo Sqn le s one ‘troop;
to exploit NORTH from TIMBALAT with patrols “i1om 2743
Aust Inf Bn; and, to contain the vocket WEST of BAZE
route with one company of 2/28 fust Inf Bn, during the
progress of this phase of the oreration.

65, General

(a) 2/11 Aust Qdo aqn provided a screen behind whi.ch 2/28
Aust Inf Bn concentrated at junctiorn BASY and BAEKRER
routes. |

(b) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn, now relezsed from the confi.ies of
the ridges and valleys WEST of the airfield, axecuted
a lightning advance along 4BLE and BAKER routes. By
evening it had captured the terminus of ARLTE oute
and the coast beyocsd. It had also secured the saddle
in sgquare 7993.

(¢c) Patrols from 2/28 Aust Inf Bn, 2/43 Aust Inf lin and
2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn ware covering the whole of “he
() NORTH half of the island.

(d) Patrols also worked SOUTH from the junctiun CHARLIE'
and JIG routes and from TIMBALAI ai~ gtrip.

6€E. Jubseguent patrcils

(a) For several days the whole islanad was patrolled by
land end by coastwise amphibious patrols.

(b) Preparation for further orsrations wus shen wiCer—
taken whic.. included:-

(1) the concentrating of 2/28 Aust Inf Bn near the
€iemy PUCKLET area, £3 it was now Known, in
Preparation for its reduebion:

(ii) +tbhe concentration of 2/43% 4ust Inf Ba ard 2/11
Aust Cdo Sqn for prenzrstion for the next event.

3

A .
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THE BATTLE FOR THE POCKET

67 . There were two phases in this operatfioni-

(a) the application of intense naval, artiilery and air
bombardment for softening v» purposes, ¢aring which
"A" Company 2/28 Aust Inf Tn staged an encounter
attack to gain control of tlie main approach to the
eneny's vital gronnd.

(b) the actual assault ocn the POCRET.

68 . Tcpographical

(a) The POCKET was situated in square 8085 &ad was approx-
imately 1200 yards long an< (00 yards wide.

(b) The area consisted 6f a number of ridges and spurs
covered with bheavy timber cic deise under rowia,
almost entirely surrounded byv swazap with the except-
ion of a small neck at the rorthern end and a track

o running into the position irom the FAST.

(e¢) At the south western corner 0i the POCKET was 3 sug-
pected barge hideout in the tidal swamp which wmas
linked to VICTORIA HARBOUR by a small river.

69. Vital Ground

There were three main tactical feztures in tre sres as
shown in Appendix C.

(a) BASTMAN spur which overlocked the northern approaches,
and dominated LYON ridge;

(b} LUSHINGTON ridge which controlied the eastern approach;

(c) NORMAN ridge which cverlooked both of the cthe:r two
features. '

T06 Approaches

There were only two possible approachss te the area:

(a) PFrom the NORTH a well defincd track ran into %ie
position along LYON ridge. With some difficul:ty it
was possible to move tanks cn this track but ii was
hﬁabily mined.

(b) From the EAST a trzck ran through swaup on to SUSH-
INGTON ridge and 2iong a rozor back ineo the main
position.

—_— o —
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PHASE 1
71 Gaining contrcl of main approsch

r

(z) On 15 JUN 2/11 Aust Cod Sjn nad patrolled doyn the
northern apprcaches to the area and had run .nto
enemy Tire from the northsrn end of LYON ridge sus-
teining nﬁauliaiewp Phey renorted that the Srack was
suitable for Hanks providzd a large boab craer was
filled in

oy
ry
o

1t was appreclated that, 11 tanks could be success-
fully used, a determined attack Trom the NCRIH on
16 JUN would at least gaia control of this anproach
and probably get inte the enemy main pesition

(¢} On the morning cf 16 Jun 2/28 Aust Inf Bn moved "A"
| Company dawn the northern track with & bulldvzer and
a troop of tanks in suppcrt. |
One platocn moved Tﬁrﬂﬂﬁﬂrﬁﬂﬁ novered the bul ldozer
whilst the bomb crater was filled in. This vias com-
pleted by 0925 I and preparabtion were zmade to contin-
ue the advance. | |

| | (d) Wirst contact was made astrige the t rack at 09551 and
| attempts were made tp move iound on the left flank.
this was successfully carrieé ont and the whole of
LYON ridge captured against heavy cpposition which
n&used-@aaualtmaa %@-éﬂﬂ d;ﬁ'tﬁaﬁgﬁn

(a) “Thﬂ-@ﬂﬂiﬁﬁﬂﬁ’ﬂ&ﬂiﬂﬁﬂiﬂﬂiﬂﬂ h@:ahﬂ~waatern slopes of
PASTMAN ridge and the enemy had the approaches cov-
(J ered by medium machine guns and 1ight machine guns.
| With th: assistance of tanks however, a covering party
moved out and captored the area and coveirel lie con-
asolidation of LYON ridge uy "N Gﬂmnany who selisved
=H t}mm at that e |

T2 "Softening “E" . :

it 0 -

(a) After gaining cﬂntrnl of She.northern awnrnath_h, i
wag considered thal the e@ﬁmy could be containsd by
bwo companies and that apy Lurtlier immediate attempis
to penetrates the main peaifion would only resuli in
uNNecessayYy casual tiess !

| It was therefore decided ¥0 ccatain the enemy and

| apply the mazimum amount G fizc power availzble
antil 1t was puﬂaiblg 0 cayptare the grese wilh a min-
imum of casunalties.

S

- |
W i §
= . i - A
— e - J - | — el T —— %u_—__ — i
. —— —= EE = - — — —
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(v) From 17-20 JUN the enemy was z.ven no resht either by
day or by night. During daylizht houra he was harrassed
by raval zunfire from BM.s “SHRUPSHIRE", by aircraft of
13 USA5R, by =z2rtillery, mortars and medium m:chine
guna. 3BF pignt, artillery Darrassing snoolts were
conducted

(¢) During this period. nightly attempts were mace to
infiltrate intc ours positions with Aemelitior
chareg®s woually in the foumu oi 49 kz aserial tombe,
all of which were repulsed with casualties tc the
enemy - '

(d) "b" Company carried out continucns and [ateacive
patrolling in the BASTHAN A3PUR ares i onghort the
period and by 20 JUN the s#adleon end ui the qrur was

clear. :
® _ [n addition, "O" Company -+ the eastern appr.uch had
| carried out some very good patrolling &nd had zained

valuable informaticon es to enemy dispositions and the
sultability of the approash tor tanks. . |

72

Ly % s jssued
‘I:ﬁ E/’Eﬁ Aust Inf En far the uapfurs- of ke POIXED.

T ST

| One %Lroop of flame throwing tanks was rthEﬂ**d and
K_J the tanks were m-de availsile.

(b) During ths RIZht °G/21 JUN spprozimately 60-1)
enemy made their way .'"'e_ . the swanpe and got out
C‘f ﬂlﬁ Piﬁﬂiﬁiﬁﬂ% .i = -_,.f_ IS
which infiltrated to v RTA HARBO

'In-l- =

attempted tTo reach the
in. fact; rsach the HAR »,_ Was very severely hsan-
dled by the troops in that area some 50 being killed.

The second nar ty waa alm fhterc. 2pred before 1he sip-
figld was reached and dispecaed ¢eaviug.lﬁ ders .

The Lxrut party did,

e SREBEE R n e, B NG R P — oo caemelBeciely L ' =
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(e) The plan for the capture of the area was as follows:-

(i) ©C" Compawny with ors platoon of "B" Conpanyv
under command. and ou: troop of M TILDA sanks
in support was to attack WEST alecng LU ING-
TON SPUR and gain control of the souuth:2n
end of NORMAN ridg:-. Exploitatiorn was %o
be carried out to the barge hdegut in the
SOUTH,

(ii) ®"A" Company with one tro-) of MATILDA ;anks
and one trnop of FRC. 3 inv support was ;o
attack aiong the axis of the track froa the
EASTERY end of EASTMAN SPUR, and capture
NORMAN RIDGE.

This attank was to be launched 30 minu.zs
after that of "C" Company.

\/ (d) Artillery preparation was arranged and brouzht
down prior to each atltack.
The enemy offered little resistance and appeared
cumplétely dazed as a result of the "scften .ng
up” processs Any effensive spirit which he had
left was quickly lost when the FROCS comaencad
projecting streams of flams at medium mashine
gun positionsg. ;
During the day 60 Japs wers killed and a consider-
able quantity of equipmeat bﬂ'all types was cap-
tured. Over 100 znemy dea& ware counted on LYON
RIDGE - EASTMAN SPUR area alonz, during the period
16-21 JUN. Many bodies were found which were so
badly dismembered as to make an exact count
difficult.

BATTLE CASUALTIES

T4 (a) Enemy casualties %0 21 Jan incli-
589 counted dead, 30 probsbly kill=d, 11 IW.

(b) Own casualties to 21 Jun incl:-
24 killed, 93 wounded,

S = & = - - — =, - =

—_— - — — C ——— i — e — | —— .
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INTRODUGTION

79 As a

RTZPORT ON OPERATIONS

— T TR

PART IT

THE BATTLE 70R BEAUFOR1L

forecast of the plan for sussequent =2.ploitetion

following the landirgzg at LABUAN, the GOC ¢ Aust Div

laid

down the following policy ai NOROTLAI, during the

delivery of his outline plian Zor OBOE SIX operationsi-

The actual shape of operations follow ag %he
landing on LABUAN would be dependant upc recce
and appreciatioan after the succsas of tio le tter.

A8 a prelude to the capture of BEAUFQORT, prelim=-
inary landings may be undervaken at WESTOW,
MEMPAKUL o» both,

Should 2/32 Aust Inf Bn NO? be reguired for a
role as Div res, it may ne landed under Div con-
trol in a Bn Gp operation.

It was to be borne in mind that the PADAS ard
KLIAS rivers were natural means of communication
which may subsequently be of wie as alternative

L's of ¢ between BEAUFQR! and WESTON. They may also

prove of value as tactical approaches.

policy provided a basis Zor ansrasciation which

wag commenced before the force left MOROTAI. Tt was
possible to free all but one bn, during the fina
stages of the LABUAN operation, so that troops were
rested in preparation for operations on tha main,.and.

TTs On 17 JUN 45 2/32 Aust Inf Bn was landed at WESTOW
under Div arrangements. A geparate report, cove: ing

Operation, has been prepared. After landing,

the bn was limited in its operation beyond the bhoach

to such patrolling as was Rnecessary to obtain

information of all natures.and Tor the defence oi

EL ] ot s

(a)
(b)
(c)
‘\_-‘.
(d)
T6. This
)
SITUATION AT WESTON
this
head
the port area.
L = T o
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78. As result of the patrolling programme, the following
deductiona were arrived at:-

(a) The eneny was apparently iatent upon lel=7ing any
attempt of ours to advanc2 szlong the ry; -at, was
not offensive beyond meintairing contact snd set-

ting ambushes.

(b) The ry presented an axips which was; in fact, a
gseriea of defiles, bounded by sharply rising hills
to the BAST and extensive swamps t0 the WESY.

19. In addition to the above, the Tollowling factcrs com-
bined %o present unattractive prospects for en advance
NORTH along the raisiway:-

(a) The swampy surroundings to the village snd the
nature ¢f the water front called for extensive
- 'engineer works in the preparation of barge ofi-
loading points, hard standings fer stores and
bivouac areas near toc e water froni.

(b) There were no rcads or irzcks of any nature.
The railway was the only possible L of C icw
maintaining our advance; and; its conversion to
a road appeared to be very slow task. The only
rolling stock captured at WESTON was cne box van
and two small falt topped trucks. There were
no prime movers for traction on the railway; but,
the production of railvay wheels for fitting to
jeeps wasg in hand.

Nt 80. Desplte the above, the wisdom of gelzing WESLTON was
beyond doubt. It proviied the following advani=2gess~

(a) The enemy was denied the use of the port a3 an
exit from the railway system, from which t> launch
comter action in BRUNEI BAY,

() Possession of it provided us with conitrol >f the
mouth of the PADAS river as well as a bass for
operations on either the river or the railway.

(¢) The threat to the enemy along the ry axis proved
digstinctly valuable in subseguent oreratioas, as
it disquised the latter.
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LANDING AT MEMPAKUL
81. The landing at MEMPAKUL was denided upon on 18 (UN 45

and sxecuted on the morning of 19 TUN 45. It wes e
perfect pattern of a small snore %o shore operstior;
and, apart from the preparation of landing crat
tables and a2 landing diagram., ..l orders zad instruct-
ions were issued verbally. T:e careful training of
comds and staff in amphibious :xercises and the exper-
ience of planning and mounting the landing on L/BUAN
enabled this operation te proceed with smooth eific-—
leneye. ‘ |

82. The landing was to hkave Leen staged at a later cate
when sufiicient craifit wexre to be made available Jollow=-
ing the completion of operations SOUTH of BMINE: BAY.
However, the'cu-qparaﬁiﬂn ol Japt ARIZON CTU 76.20

(L USN made 1% possible %o mouns an auphibious patiol
which discovered that the easuy were merely oceipying
the beach with OP's and were occcupying positions, fur-
ther inland, with approx one zogy. This patrol vas car-
ried out by members of the craw of HMAS LACHLAN who
undertook the buoying of approachea 4o the lLeach.

83, Following the infm provided by the patrol, *he Fde was
ordered to despatck a special force to seize a bLeach
head .

34, As the number of availsble LM's was limiced §o five,

the assault tpe were to be lunitec to two ceys end
the LCM's were to land them and to commence a ferey
= service for ferrying the remainder of the force. How-
ever, the situation was bettered when two LOI's were |
added by Comd CTU 76.20 USN.

85. The task allotted to the Bde wass-
(a) to seize and hold a beath head at MEMPARUT,.
(b) %o advance and ccpiure KLIAS FPENINSULA nusir g
2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn and such portions of 2/47 Aust
Inf Bn as were necegsary, with a view t9 gubse-
quent ovs at BEAUFORT.

(¢) to capture KUALA PENYU inlet for possible vse as
g small ¢raft hacbour.

o
—— —
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BG6. The assault force which sailed on the morning of 19
Jun 45 was made up as followsg:-

(a)

(b)

"

L9
S,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

ASSAULT WAVES.

(1)

(1)

(1i1)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

Inft
2/4% Aust Inf Bn less (wo coys and saindry

dets.
ugn Coy 2/2 Aust MG Bn less one ol

Cav

2/11 Auat Cdo Sgr

Arty

FOQ's party 2/12 Aust Fd Regt
One SPECP

Engrs

Tac HO and one P! ¢/16 Avst FC Coy

Slgs

Pet 2/11 Cav (Cdc) Regt Sig Tp
Det 24 Aust InT hde S1g Ttec
Det 2/43 sust Civher Sec

Det 9 Aust Div Sigs

LASC

Det 2/14 fust Tpt P.
pet 2/28 Aust Sup Lep PL
Det 2/156 Aust &' Loy

Mige

Det RAN Jddo 1 Aus® Hewsh Gp
LO Bde HQ '
Cne ALFP

FERRY SERVICE

e e T ol T

One tp 2/12 Aust F'ci. Regt
Remgind >r 2/43 Aust Ind Bn
Det 2/3 Aust Fd imb

Det B Aust FS Sec

Det BBCAU

Tae HO 24 fMast Inf Ede ascoomvanied the aszsult

waved.
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9% Information received Tfrom the potrol along The sei coast
resulted in SABANG beinz used. latec. 10T the re -supply

of the force which completed the cagture of KLIAS peh~
insula; and, to some extent; celerminei the patteca of
the latter operation.

94. The patrol to SINGKORAF found loat the village wa3 not
as shown on the mapj but, wag : tually part of KCIA
KLIAS. Natives informed the patrol that the enemy who
ceceupied KOTA XLIAS nurbered 10/15. Thereuvpou, tae
patrol proceeded to KOTA KLIAT, attnoked ard captared
the village, killing 10 enemy. EKeports furaisghed by

this patrol shaped the operavions along the KLIAT
river in the capture of BEAUFURT.
{_  PATROLS - WESTON Area

5. 2/32 pust Tnf Bn reverted to comd 24 Aust ITal Bde fol-
lowing the landing at MEMPAKU),. The bn was visited by
8de Comd and given the following roles:i- |

(a) demonstrations for the purpose of deceiving the
enemy into the belief thas our main thrust was to
be along the railway.

(b) waterborne patrols were 4o be sent alonz the
PADAS river as Sar NORTH as KARANG 2591 witl
tasks which were identical to those ir para 91 (a)
above.

96. 2/32 Aust Inf Bn had already patrollied the lowexr reacaes
of the PADAS; and the patrol which was operating cn 19
JUN 45 extended ite sphere of oncration. Again, Te-
sults were positive enough to zromcie a deciaion “o
use PADAS river as an axig of adv snd a L of § Tc
BEAUFORT .

OPERATIONS OF 2/11 AUST DO SQN

aT. In its task of advancing to Tg NOSONG, 2/17 Aust Cde

dqn meved along the general awis of the te.ephone line
to KARUKAK 11C3. The terrain ¢ '¢r which 19 movec was
a mixture of mangrove awamp, nroken but relatively
open country and rcugh tinberad country. Its speed of
moy was relatively sc fast that paintonance oy any
ather means than' by barge., to succes3ive beach hesds,
was not possible. To maintain LT communications with
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the Sqn was also out of the juestion, although en
attempt was made to lay line during the advance 10
MELIKAL. It was obvious that a choice had to e made
between elowing the rate of aiv and estab’lishing stag-
_ing pcints with sig relay stvations or depending upon
the est of beach heads in ads.nce of the ~ezding troops
and uvpon wireless commuanicatinns.

98. The decision which was pu% into effect was basesd on
the latter alternative. Patcols, up o oue 0¥ in
strength, from 2/43 Aust Inf Bn were used to move by
either the KLIAS river or the ses. Thege patrols landed
and established temporary re supply beach heads 1o
which the Sgn advanced and drew sups 1o the nei t
stage. The following beach a=sads weia the resa,is of
this policy:~-

4

i (a) THE SPUR 981883 est on 20 JUN 45. This wa= used
to resupply 2/1) Auat Cda Sgn and such elenents of
2/4% Aust Inf Bn as had advanced to this line.

(b) MUNGA 035945 est on 21 JUN 45. Thia point =up-
olied 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn for their advance 10
KARUKAY ‘

(¢) SABANG 0805 est 22/23 JUN 45, 2/11 jsust Odo Sgn
took over the beach heal and operated 1% wrtal
the furﬂarﬂ troops reacnzd the objective area.

(d) DTEMPURCNG 1511 est on 24 JON 45 for whs malinten-
ance of F tp 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn which advaaced to
rthat point-

(e) KUALA PBNYU eveniually became the maintenance
beachhead for the force during its capture sné
mopping up of the remainder o the KLIAS
PENINSULA.

99. It hed been discovered that 2 Cog of 371 Ind Ini Bn
| was in the MEMPARUL - KLIAS PRNINSULA ares. This enemy
force was disorganised by the cutflanking tactics
adopted at the commencement = the opj and, 2/31 Aust

Cdo Sgn were cnly counlronted with unco-ordinated op-

position throughout their advancs. Nalives often

brought information of the whereabouts of parties of
enemy, whereupon the SQn'detauked troeps with tzsks

of destroying them. The latter was always cerried oud
decisively.
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100, Total casualties during The zdvance weres-
(2) Own 3 WIA

(b) Enemy 37 Killed 3 P¥
101. The progreas of the operatio 3 ghown on agpx D

102, Comwand

24 Aust Inf Bde directed operstions from LARUAN tuitil
22 JUN 45 when Bde HQ moved o WMEMFAKUL, Capt J .J.
ROSE was given the task of co-ordingtiong medn
tenance of i1he forece until res. Hd  HQ mov .. ¢
BEAUFORT on 29 Jun whed 2/11 Au=" .do Sqn rzesed from
comd .

MOV OF 2/43 AUST INF BN T0 XANDU ARTA

103, As soon as % became apperent that the enemy on [LIAS
PENINSULA were digintegrated, - a8 reports favaured

an early offensive againet BEAUFORT, 2/43 Aust Inf Bn
were ordered to reuzin in areze from which they could
be moved by barge, at short xoiize. 2/11 iust Tlo 3qn
paaaéd from comd 2/43% Aust Inf Ba to-allow full a3~
tention to be paid to an advancz BAST from XOTA JI5IAS
by the latter unit.

104 . It was considered important to digcover the sultability
of ~the line of advance from KOTA KLIAS to EANDU
guickly, fcr the following reasanss:-

(a) There was no cerfaiﬂﬁy taat the enemy may nov
concentrate a force to hil1 ths axis of +the
- telephone line leading into BBAUPORT or to fake
position covering the PAD'S river approacii.

L - LT “Was ne ,S8RTY YO0 Know witthsr the AZLTAS rivew
cculd be uged as a L of ¢ LT vane enemr Hock counter
Offensive ﬁctlan to 3ever the PADAS river T, of C;
although. the zim was to use The PADA3 river for
the entire forcs. |

105. 2/43 Aust Inf Bn, aided by sous excsllent .oxwa rs of
593 EB & SR US Army provided answers to the sbove
questions hy moving river patinls beyond ths bow-d of
expectation to a bridge head af 257995. -5 F

106, Ag result favcurable reports Ly ~iver and laad petrols,
2/43 Aust Inf Bn was ordered o move forward in strengthn.
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107 By 22 JUN the battalion less two coys and aundiy
detachments was holding the locality 267995 while
they patrolled forward and dealt with parties of
enemy moving from the WEST. sSimultanecusly, a third
.00y was moving forward ind arrangements were irn hand
to move guns up; but, the rapidity of the EASTVARD
patrols' moves kept maintenance and movenent plans
altering quickly with the caanging situation.

108. On 23 JUN, 2/43 Aust Inf Bn moved forward to X]TIDANG
2996 and had patrols well on the way to the PATL
river. The main events of the past two days wiere the
routing of several small parties of enemy and *ha
wild enthusiasm of the native vopulation.

109. On 24 JUN the forward elements of the battalior had
reached the village at 318923 and, from this time
a2 ' onward, the L of C became the PADAS river. The re-
mainder of 2/43% Aust Inf Bn moved up, except those
elements of the original baitalion group - incl guns ‘
= which were still in transit from MEMPAXUL. The
latter moved via the PADAS wiver.

110. Patrols from 2/32 Aust Inf Ba contacted 2/43 Avst Inf
Bn on the efternoon of 24 JUN.

211 The movement of this bn was remarkable for its speed
and justifiable audacity. Comns with Bde 70 were
maintained by wireless and personal liaison by the
Bde Comd who used a launch.

112. The launch played a distinct part in the speed of
et obtaining infm and acting upon it gquickly. I% was
fitted with wireless sets and was large enough to

carry the Comd and a small ataff.

CONCENTRATION FOR ATTACK ON BEAUFQRT

219 On 22 JUN 45 2/32 Aust Inf In commenced moving two
coys up the PADAS river in orcer to conform with the
Bde patrol programme,

114. As result of a telephone diseuvssion betwesn G0C 9
Aust Div and Comd 24 Aust In® Bde, followed by signal
communications, the following plan was undertekens:-
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(a)
(b)
|
®
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2 /27 aust Inf Bn legs Two coys was o relieve

2/32

Aush

Aost Inf Bn of the c¢efence of JESTON. 2/28

=

inf Bn was o take uvver the role of £/052

Aust Inf Bn with speciiil emphasis t0 ©e nisced

&

on deceiving the enemy an to our intentlols

cd Auet

Inf Bde Gp was to cuacentrate asixide

the PADAS river in preparation for th- saiiack
on BRAUFORT 2=

(3)

i
te
tdo
s

e

(iv)

(.v)

(vi)

(vii)

®

2/32 Anst Int Bia was to assemble 1ir
gquare 2991 and 9¢ rappui.sible fnr vpd=
tection of approzshes S0UT: o©i PAlaS
river and Ifrom .ZAJAS VALLEY ESTATS

2387+ It would a..80 undertake patiroliling
for information in BEAUFORY area 3 UTH

of PADAS river .inci.

b

2/43 Aust Inf Ba was to agsemble iz
aguares 3292 and 3197 and bpe resporsibile
for proteciion of sll approgches o the
area RORTH of PADAS river. I[1 wealc also
patrol for iafommation in th: 24.aJFORT
area NORTH of PI0iS river -axcl.

two coys of 2/28 Just Inf Bn with small HQ
under comé Maj D R JACKSON woulé mcve from
LABUAN to take over protecti-n of exie

wihen the force o tmenced its /inal approach.

gun areas were sassen in area occuried by
2/43 Aust Inf Bu.

arrangements wer: made Ior the fTorward
move of up To tw. troops of tanks. Com=-
mencement of move to be subject to terrain
reports. |
maintenance arei 20 be in billabong area
2791, inul_mwsw

Bde HQ, as it arr ved., would occcupy area
289918. Meanwhile, Tac HQ woald set up its
8ig ecentre at this point and would move
forward by launch with one 22 ¥/P c=t as
necessary 0 coiiirol operations (Actuslly
Bde HQ did not Tinallr concentrats until
the capture of 117 UFORT, due +to shertace
of craft; but, doguate control was exer-
cised with what portion did arrive)-

—
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115. Great credit must go to the & Staff of 9 Aust Div
for the elasticity with whici they adapted theuselves
to the situation and the preupitness with which our
requisitions for sups and movementi of force were
answered. Ageain, the value ol pergonal liaison, by
the DAQMG Msj E C WILLIAMS. 28 a dactor in apeeding
up the operation.

116. An outstanding feature of thias phase anc tiae next
was the superb quality of she pafirolling of both
forward battalions. Patro.z operated with audacity
and efficiency. The fact dat they made contact
WEST of BEAUFORT did not satisiy vhem 7They destroyed
small parties of eneny and penetiraed deeply 060
the area. While receiving sasistance from natives,
they did not reply upoa native informaiion bui veri-

| | fied it or not by obtaining firai hand nisymstion. _
Q,* | From the enemy's viewpoint, the sxplodiuz of <. mps 8
here and there the disappearance of his personne gnj
the failing of line comns in the few places wiere
they existed only suggested to him, it has Seen re-
vealed, that there was a raiding party ol 3C
Australians cperating from X0TA KLIAS while snother
300 were trying to advance IZrom WESTON.

=& —w._'_r.__" LR

0«

g 15 g A native informer who had ssgociations wi thh tae con=
sractor for meat supply to the JAPANESE In LEAUFORT
gave valuable information. He supplied Fuforrnation
which yielded the iﬂtﬁlligence that the cneny meat
ration strength was 625. This was based on an aver-

(J age supply of 125 katis of meat rer day and the stale-
ment that 5 JAPANESE drew & ration of cie Eatl.

118, A diagram showing the movemenl of wnite cdar.rg this
phase appears as Appx E.

THE APPROACH

119 Between 24 JUN and 26 JUN. wnits completed thelr
concentration and adjusted their disposns 80 @8 to be
within quick striking range of BEAUFPOR?. Tais was
particularly necessary in the case of 2/32 Aust Inf
Bn which reported that th: dry ground in thelir con-
centration arca ras limited %o a narro levse along
the river and that the appirent approach from PADAS
VALLEY ESTATE was one through bhed swambs

-
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122
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By 26 JUN 45, the disposns were shown in Appx P.

2/32 Avst Inf Bn were made responsible for cutting
the railway between BEAUFORT and PATAS VILLEY ESTATE.
They were to stop any move Ircm WESTON; but, were

to allow trains moving SQUTE from 3EAUFQORT t0 pro=-
ceed. The object of the latter waes to save sitozk
from possible demolition. Ac¢cordingly, & coy wis_
positioned at 338877. It petiolled SOUTE tc FADAS
VALLEY.

2/43 Aust Inf Bn placed an cutpost in position, where
i1t commanded the approach along the railway from the
NORTH.

On 26 JUN the enemy was contected at PADAS VALLIY
and two were killed. '

PLAN_FOR_THE ATTACK

~ 124-::
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It was appreciated that:-

(a) the strength of the enemy in BEAUFQR? area was
in the region of 600 tc 630;

(b) the fact that there wers NQ outpests znd that
some of the forward enemnr posns were held _ightly
indicated that the enewmvy was not expeciing an
attack from fthke direction of KANDU;

(¢) the fact that numerous enemy parties were /ound
outside the town area iadicated that paxt o the
"  garrison, at least, was sczattered on various
missions;

(d) the enemy defended loce iitic= were as shown
on Appx G

(e) the defences were sited t7 cover the PADAS river
and the two railway lines where they run, 1cughly
rarallel, from EAST to W&i?, with the wmgin vpoen
on the high ground at ths BAST end of the town;

(f) the earlier the attack :cnld be 1 uvnched. 1he
greatver would be the opocrtunity © oatechirge the
enemy unprepared and unio-ordinateds

(g) the capture of the two gpurs at 3758G% and
374887 would be best efiected by ocutflanking
moves;
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(1)

(J)
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the capture of spur 374887 would be the eacier
and would influence the hattle for the northern
paxrt of the town favouradbliy:

artillery would be more * fective and gain more
surprise if placed in support of forward trcops
on ecall; {

in order to maintain a rseserve to deal with a
possible back flow of eneny from WESTON, a:z well
as to influence the batile, the geizure of the
SOUTH bank of the PADAS river should precedg the
attack on the NORTH.

125, In consequence, the plan was as follows;-

-'l‘_

(a)

g

(b)

(c)

126. The

2/32 Aust Inf Bn was to attack with two ccmpanies

and gelze spur 374887 and railway ferminus 3687
hy outflanking moves. At the same iine; (ne
company was to guard the approach aloang thre
railway from the SOUTH and ‘one company wa: 10
hold the railway bend 3490. 2/12 Aust Pd Regt
would support the attact with 12 zuns on call
(two more were being offloaded from a barge,

at the time);

following the success of the above, 2/43 fust
InT Bn would attack using two companies #c

seize spur 375895 and high ground 370904 ty out-

flanking attacks from he: NORTH while cie oom-
pany exerted frontal pressure. 2/12 stus: Fd
Regt wo1ld support the attacs with 14 zuns, on
call.

2/28 Aust Inf Bn would take over proteci  cr of
the axis on the NORTH o7 the PADAS river, with
one company,; and protecsion of the NMain .
Dressing Station and gun areas with the seccond
company .

routes taken by companies of each battalion is

shown on Appx H.

EXECUTION OF ATTACE ~ SOUTH OF PADAS

127_ AN

Company 2/32 Aust Inf Bn captured the railway

terminus after slight contact but encountiersd CEpPog=-
ition immediately EAST of i5. The Company sufiered

one killed and two wounded =nd +two enemy de
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counted. One enemy Light Machine Gun was captured.
The enemy withdrew.

128. No enemy were reported from ... .UAS VALLEY arse
129. 'D" Company 2/32 Aust Inf Bn noved throusi squares

3688 and 3788 to point 374837 withous contact: but,

it appeared that approximat:iy 60 enemy whc were 1in
position at 365901 and othex positlons a.00g tle

SOUTH bank of the PADAS river were cut off bus escaped
through the thick tinber.

BXBCUTION CF ATTACK - NORTH OF PADAS

130. 2/4% Aust Inf Bn moved “D" Coapeans forward at irst
light to secure an importan® josition astride road
junctione 361907 and Z60904. The chject
of this was to ensure tae gszizure of this posiiion,

& - before the breaking of sursrise dy the =ttack of
2/32 Aust Inf Bn. Also it formed part of a frontal
feint. Patrols operated froi this area.

k5 At 1400 hours the attack cocamsnced when two conpanies
- "B"* gnd "DY - pushed alcnz the WOODPRCORD ESTAYT, xoad
which commences at 360905. Tae %rack ju.e lon 373918
was seized without oppositio:.

132. "B" Company then commenced to move to the i=anue
BARNEY 380912 and "D" Compaay advanced to capture
OCTOPUS feature 370¢ 2, After success by "0 Uompany,
"A" Company moved to capturs an iuportant svur at
368901. "C" Company was Battailon reserve.

-— 133, vot Gompany 2/28 Aust Iaf Ba dccupizd the general ares
361908, to enable the whole of 2/43 Aust Inf Bn to ]
move forward with security. | .
134. The advance of "B" Comapny w~o: handicapped by he . |
dense timber and rough terraia. This Company actually l

performed a notable physical feat in making The Pro-
gress that it did. They reported thelr position as
apprﬂximately'ﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁ at 1720 nours, and were u:ged to
push as far SOUTH as possible before dark.
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136.

- gD &

"D" Company encountered oppositivn at 370903. 1%
periormed with its usual vigour and gained control of
the -spur 372901 by 1815 hours. As the opposition had
been unco~ordinated, it wers degirable to mesinta' n the
impetus, despite approacaing darmzss and 1ight »ain.
The Company was, therefore, dicected to seize the
high ground at 372896. As this meant moving of?
cammanding ground, "C" Compaay of 2/32 Aust Inf Bn
was moved across the river, subsequently, to ho d the
ground already won.

"D" Compuny captured its &bja{tive at last ligh'
Concurrently with this move, "A" Company ca wurod
features astride the road jun:ticn at 36730%. ‘“he
advance of "A" Company was cpposed; but, as in +he
case of "D" Company, the opposition was unco-ordinated.
Shortly before last light, "L" Compan; had captured
ground covering the open portion of the “ wy frem the
WEST at 365902. Although mopping up contiled well
intc the night, the town was raported as secw.ec

ENEMY COUNTER ATTACK

i 35 i 4
e 138.
139.
140.

However, during the night 27/23 TUN fthe enemy apoearsg
at close gquarters to both "A* and D" Companies and
developed a counter-attack, thz plans of which have

© 8ilnce been captured. On the 2/4% Aust Inf Bn's front,

the counter-attack was presssd vigorously; but, on
2/32 Aust Inf Bn front the encmy appeared to z=nandon
the project. See Appx J.

"D* Company of 2/43 Aust Inf L2 became isolated and
casualties were suffered by both "A" and "D" Coainanies:
9ix attempts were mads by the =2nemy to overcoms "D
Company. Capt GLOVER, the Coupany Commander wa:n Wﬁunded;
but continued to command his Uompany until next day,
after the situation was clear:l.

"B" Company 2/43 Aust Inf Bn wsre out of commun:cation
all night and their whercabouts was not knoyn.

Shortly after first Light 28 JUN, the enemy rencwed
hia attacks and our forward companies cams under heavy
machiné gun fire which taused casualties. Our roops
replied with mortar and mediu:n nachine gun fire nund
silenced the opposition. ATSillery was not nass
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s 143,

144.

145.

- 146.

147.
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because of the possibility of “B" Company 2/4% lust
Inf Bn coming down from BARNEY and closing with the
enemy. Efforts to clear a way to "D" Company were
successful at 1100 hours but the town area was gtill
under enemy machine gun fire.

At 1030 hours "B" Company canie on the air and reported
its position as 377899, in possesesion of the centre

of a system of tracks. "B" Jonpany wexre -mprececed
with urgent necessity of attac tirg SOUTH and were

ordered to secure the track aystem with one platoon

and to effect a junction with "D" Company with tre
remainder of the Company.

Meanwhile, feverish efforts were being made by /16
Aust Pd Coy to land one troop of tanks of 2/9 Aust
Armd Regt and bring them forward. The enemy, it
transpired,; was aware of this.

“B" Company fought its way forward but coudd noi
reach D" Company, as a smal. gorge separated “le two
companies. Pte STARCEVICH distinguished himseli by
wiping out four enemy machine gun positions single
handed, in the advance of "B (ompany.

The position on 18 Platoon "D" Company was parsicul-
arly serious as they were now reduced to ha'.f strength.
v

In A Company area close fighting was in progress. Pte
KELLY of this company was responsible for killing 6
enemy in hand to hand fighting, although he was shot
in the leg and slashed with =& sword, across one should-
er. He finished an encounter bty firing his Owen Sub
Machine Gun one handed and put other enemy to flight.

The Commanding Officer 2/43 ifust Inf Bn then decided

to withdraw his forward troops siightly ard concesntrate
artilliery fire on the snemy. This was dones st 13200
hours. The tanks were now ﬁahﬂrg at 264S05: but,
several nbataulaﬂ‘haﬂ still to be ciusscu.

The enemy was thrashed with artillery and ROP LTS
during the night 28/29 JUN; &n . commenced 1o withe-
draw. "B" Company situated on the track centre :ad

a busy night killing parties of ones and twos, =23 the
enemy execuied his ncormal nighs withdrawal tactics.
Uplendid fire discipline was diaplayed by "2% Conoany,
in that single shots wsre fixed instead of razadon
bursts of light machins gun et¢ fire. One »platoon
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ig acecredited with 21 enemy ki..ed with 21 single
shots, fired at ranges of % te 15 yards.

148. The 29 JUN was a day of mopping up, with the help of
tanks, and re-organization.

149. It was evident that the delayec a proach ¢f "B
Company 2/43 Aust Inf Bn had i fluenced tle enomy’e
counter attack plan, in that i was unaware of " he
threat to ais flank; but, the wide outflanking “:otics
were eventually responsgible £ o1 auecess .

150, Artillery fire was used throupshcut the fi: st ¢ of
the attack, on succesgsive posl ions as they ware
encountered; and, it is inte: 3ving to nove, in the
enemy ‘s counter attack plan; taiat all of our gures
were pinpointed by direction of scmnd, that time of
flight had not been studied -=nd that we had heer

e accredited with wvaing JAPANEST tactics by firing at
short range. It is possible tiat the enemy did not
accredit the fact that guns were moved by river and
pictured them as being brougnt up by railway..

151. The fact that the ground in She towa area wis ac (i

and swampy aimost caused the decision to land trinke

to be cancelled; but, the view was taken ai Brirzde
Headgquarters that the news 07 Gheir landing would be
an inspiration to our troops zid would have the -opos-
ite offeet on the enemy. Th: number of oLs. el o to
be crossed precluded their full usc; but, they vere

a minor factor in the success.

152 There were some good examples of jinnior leaderstip,
quick appreciation, excellen: uge of smsll arms and
individual heroism in thias batsle.

EXPLOITATION

155 Following the capture of the town, the Brigade (om-
mander changed the tactiecs toi-

(a) the enemy was to be pin ooanted by vigoromus
patrolliing;

(b) contact was to be maintained constantl ; except
for applying artillery irc; |

e
C?
o

maxlimum fire was to be apnlied to enemy po cions,
a3 they were located:
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(@) the enemy withdrawal was 4c oe fellowec ap ° ?
qnlnklv,

This was desecribed as "pin, HLt with fire powe: and
follow up*.

154 . The enemy olfered resigtar o oo tha S oving lineg e

(a) apainst exploitation by 2/47 Aust Int Rn;
area JIMPANGE on Inolls at 351389
(v) against exploitstion by 32 Aust I’ 3a-

(1)  the line; high mrcvra in sguar: 3990 to
412898 ~ the ensry was particulerly itube
bora in this ares; and, after wirp strikes,
artillery and fire Prom & rockst )G, on
feature JUUBQ 2993, 1732 sust n? Ba nae to
enploy encireling t.cties +n USNoVE . pocks-
et at 412898. The eneiy suffersd ha vy ces-

| [ 3 | 3 valties in this arsa;

(ii) the line of h.tglL gsonnd on the 4 il B
Here agsain tha ahlr*iti A Was ‘coreceingly
Btubbornjy but, the Lxoeslent inpetve of
2/32 ivst Inf Bn “n again. outflankiig the
. Position took thesr. Lo thne line O MONTENIOR
BESAR, "C® Company viuder May d.l. HENDRY MC
| _ performed well in this aparﬂtlenn Thz ensmy
. | at 410893 were out ~7f hut eacaned. |

| -+ (o) Against 2/28 Aast Inf Bn, which had now arrived
| and relieved 2/32 Aust Taf Bn:e

the line: island at 4:7889 g tregi

| j'metions
= 0.: feature 435&8?n

155, The latter iine was lax d dowt 23 the limit nf exploit-

ation. It will he seen that .t corrzesponds to Sra neek
| of a funnei which op2ns to the.ﬂﬁﬂiﬂ alchg NCT i [OR
BESAR, and to the WEST alang GAg PHDA“ ¥iver. "

. e
enemy is thus held on a axros ront..

156, Some first clags patrols by 2,9¢ iust Inf B have

| dealt severe blows to enemy out

a]thnugh he enemy initiative i
recovery, the continuation: of 2

Iire and patrol dttac“a cauges b

the trend of his aggTeszlivensas,

208%s and patrols; and,
siowing sizns of

- gtrikes, artiliapy
winoua depressiony in

f
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157, A native reP6r% claimsg .that it took the eneny a day
and a night to evacuate his casuelbies allsi ODE air
strike.

158, Appx K shows our final dispos.ilons.

CLEARING THE BEAUFORT - WESTON RAITWAY LINE

159, During the capture of BBAUFOLT, "B" ‘ampun./ 2/ 57
Aust Inf Bn patrolled offen:. ‘ely Howards LUMILAN.

160 A recent intelligence repor: tatles that 300 eremy
were made responsible for tiie delay of owr advauce
from WESTON; and, that this @ nrce commenced TO wove
+0 BEAUFORT when the signs o battle appearac In
their rear. "B" Company encauntered this fcrce at |
LUMADAN; and, by employing i illery, caused vhem To
retire BAST, leaving a small resr guard ia the srea .

161. As the enemy withdrew from /08 Aust Inl B, & ;lat-
oontacted with the tactics <7 a forward platoch in
an advance, Fire from 4.2 inch morters wes tio. with
accuracy and good effect, prriiculiarly when tirsad by
members of 2/3 Tunk Attack lert who were sell trained
in their use.

BEXPLOITATION NORTH

162. Pwo Companies 2/28 Aust Inf Tr extended taeir pro=-
tective role to the cctupatics of BEAUFORT ESTALEH,
up to the line of riging grovusd at 3795.

® 167%. A3 a side line, ‘hey dealt with a Torce ¢f enexy walch

was cut off WEST of BEAUFORY. This Torce employad
evagive tactics from tae betinning and finaily tt
split into small parties. fGhey became krown as "The
Phantoms", as they appeared a% cdd places zroua!l the
town of BEAUFORT at nlght. ITheiyr numbsers wereg 'o2e-
duced by regular hunting tacitics; but, Gaeir or.zinal
gtrength iz only based on native iuformation - 113~
tween. 30 and 150. | |

164. 2/32 Aust Inf Bn was given the rolec of tha capture of
PAPAR, after its relief by 2/¢3 sust inf Bn. 15 com-
menced its advance on 6 JUL 17.
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BATTLE CASUALTIES T OWN
165. (a) MEMPAKUL to PADAS river Kii WIA
(i) 2/32 Avst Inf Bn 2
(i1) 2743 Aust Inf Bn 1
(iii) Others -
(b) ATTACK on BEAUFORT
(1) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn 2
(ii) 2/32 Aust [nf Bn 3
(1i1) 2/13 Aust Inf Bn | 31
(iv) Others : 1
(¢) EXPLOITATION
(i) 2/28 Auvst Inf Bn 5
G (ii) 2/32 Aust Inf Bn 9
h (iii) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn 6
(iv) Others -
»
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170, BEAUFQRT

(a) General

(i) Movement of guns to the BEAUFORT arex
pregented considerable difficulties aalnly
due to lack of cereft foir the movement of guns
and the paucity of gun areas. Howevzae, Dy
careful reconnalissance guitabl: ureass wers
found and the guns were ferried 1in a3z craft
became aveailszble.

(ii) No guns were used during the advance o
BEAUFORT and wher veguired in the balitle

for the town, surprisc was cumpleve.

(b) Guns in action

26 Jun 12
27 Jun 16 w
29 Jun 20

(¢) Ammunition expsnditure

25 pr HE 25252
SMOK A

ENGINEERS
1145 LABUAN

(a) General

2/7 Aust Fd Coy was plac=2d in suppors 24 4dust Inf
Bde for the lending at L[ABUAN. URhig coirpaly had
been part of the normal origede group durliig train-
ing and & high degree o0f co-operation was i1clhileved.

(b) Summary of Tasks carried cut

() Mine clearing partieg were tak-: in @ consid-
eraivion during ple ning and allowed ’or in
the assault waves.

(idi) All tenks were accompanied by sapper:.
Bulldogers on the Jzs8is of tTwo per g uadron
were allotted under engineer control .

(1ii) A considerabls amsunt of road repsir and
molobtenance was nencssary as the advance
continued.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT102451 1



= e ————— e |

- 51:]-..

(iv) Owing to the 10ad dsmolitions crused Uy the
encmy, it was neces.ary uo congtruct pany
hridges.

Details of the maian construction iz given

in sub para (¢) below.
(e) Bridging
(1) One BAILBY bridge o 70 £4 with 2 x 20 £t
rampse
(ii) Three EIB class 24 .&ch 42 £4
(iii) Ons BAILEY bridge D5- 50 £ will < X 0 £%
romps.

(iv) In =addition o the akbove, many bSridges OvVer
culverts etec were ouilt with local resourcess

(v) Tn all, approximataly 18 gaps 0. « ma oy
UTe ! ridged .
nature were bridsg o
1725 WESTOW
(a) General
2/%2 Aust Inf Bn landed & WESTON unde: us..uional
arrangenents and was au;p¢rteﬁ by Gne pLateon of
2/15 Aust Fd Coy and one platoon of - 2;16 Auat Td
coy 2l1l under command of #aji k THOMAS, OC * /16
Aust ¥d Coy.
(b) Tasks
(1) Owing 1o the exiren difficulty encouatered in
lsnding LVT (4)p ergineel assisiance vag
neceagsary to make exits from the ianding ®
point.
(ii) Initial improvement to railway line to permi%
of use by hand trolleys. This vaa gulaequently
improved to take jeepse-
(iii) Opening of two grav:l quarries <ol ws2 on the
road and hard standings in the zrea.
(iv) Water supply
(a) General
(1) There was littie tine for planning tais opetr-
" ation, as it waes ¢i .ecersity mounted very
auickly. Engineer recopnaissance was, lowever,
?.J'
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carried out by 0C 2/16 Aust Fd Coy in an . E |
AUE‘{TER over the area. - }

'(ii). One platoon 2/16 Aust F4 Coy supported
2/4% Aust Inf Bn during the operation. g

(b) Tasks carried out

(1) ° Bstablishment of aBilA.

(1i1) Construcuiion of ercasings across swaw) behind
the beach and the development of jeep track
in that area.

*(4i1) Several barge off loading points ..re estal-
lished on the esstern side of the peninsuls
on the ELIAS river as units and patrols -
advenced.

(iv) Water supply.

174. BEAUFORT | ()

" (a) General

(i) 2/16 Aust Fd Coy less one platoon plus one
platoon of 2/15 Aust Fd Coy was in sunport
during the advance %o, and the battle for
BEAUFORE. *

(ii) Owing to the-ﬂﬂﬁ of k2 river lines of com-
manication, enginecer tasks were limited dur-
ing the advance to, assistance wo infantry,
reconnaissance and the establishiierns »f barge
off loading points.

(b) Tasks carried out

(1) 48 per sub para (a) (ii) above.

(ii) A jeep track was countructed fror 333}15 to
railway line at 354906.
(iii) A tank off loading joint was establisied at

361902 and a track prepared for the tanks
to BEAUFORT.

WWEDICAL

3755 (a) Throughout the whole campaign the brigade has been
aﬁppmrf&d byi&/? Aust Pa Amb. Despits nume ‘ous s
difficulties in transportition by sea and novenent
overlena, the @srvices rsudered by th: fiel . ambulance
have bean of the highest. | ;

|
|
|
- | o
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176.

L

i

brigade

w B .
}‘-—

Details of battle casualti

e are shown in I oot 1
para Td and Part 11 »ara 165

Following number of pere2.gusl ware evacuate. .
Tt d

during the period 10 - 22 Jua incl:-—

(1) LABUAN 1 offr 47 ORs
(ii) WMEMPARUL ¢ 2 offyr 10 ORs
(1ii) WESTON 1 offr ORe
(iv) BEAUFORT )7 ORS

(a) 1In addition to the apove, the following uniie ang

sub-units were under commend or in support U the

throughout: -

B Sgn 2/9 sust Armd Regt
¢ Coy 2/2 Aust MG 3
HQ 2/156 Aust
2/14 Aust Tpt
2/28 Aust Sup Dep ?
2/122 Aust Bde Ord -'d Pk
2/122 Aust Bde Wksp

Gen T

-
Pl

SOV

(b) The co-operaticn and liai son setween units and

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

sub-units of the brigad: group has been nofice-
ably good and i3 reflected 1in the successer
which have beesn achieved.

¢k
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REFORT ON_OPERATIONS

PART TV

LESSONS AND RECOMMENDATICH:

PLANNING AND LOADING ~ SJIPS

= R i Theoretically, planning at the Bde level ommencaes with
an allotment of shipping and  firm 0QOB., (n practice
however, it is considered that this is unlikelyr <o ocour.
The allotment of ships is made ang the 00R fluc mates
with the progress of the taclicsl Planning. Fuwrther,

the detailed examination of t:praia and be-- gl
ligence calls for alteration »7 the shipping, . the
gense that limits are placed - won the use of ecertein

k5 types of ships and crafi. T latter; in effect, though
not in numbers of ships still available, alters the
amountv of ship and craft spas: svailable *¢ geixve the
tactical plan. |

178. It cannot be seen that this i Avoldable; but, %he

result is that much woak on the mrt of staff 0fficers
is wasted, with eack cranse. At the bde level., thisg
lleans a successiotl 0f planning angd replanning. At bn
level, plans, tehles and nominal rolls carnot be fingl-
ized until the last alteration becomes the finsl one.
Therefore, the-e 18 need for & system which will enahle
additional -esources in etaff, clerks aud tvpewriters

@ etc to he Placed at the dispcesl ~f Bn etc Qs daring

the la-t few days before embar<aticn. The g80lution

to *-i& problem woulgd aPpear 1c be en incresse in the
’J-lﬂ L E E-ta-ffn

179. In any case, the recent Operation proved that one MO
and one bde Staff officer could only cope with vhc al-

lotment of force to ships and ;he loading of shing,

by working most of the twenty rour hours of the day.
As the BN is the logical officer to work wish the MLO,

the comd is deprived of much o~ his assistince ir other

agspects of Planning. An assia anl MLO is considered
necesegary.

180Q. In a larger scale Operation, with a short Sea vojyage

involved, much of th
e ' 7] .
above woula not be so apparent.

\
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381 . Other factors which zo to aggravete the fluctuat.ng.

quantities of force and shipe are:-

(a)
O

(b)

(e)
p‘:.

(d)

The incidence of a long interval betwaen tha
assault convey and the fi-st follow up conviy,
With a periocd of five or more daya between the
two, all those personnel and that equipment for
which there sre functiorns darinyg the ‘atharvs
mwua® be landed with the ssszulc 2onvoy. This
Leans congestion in the b:.ch heagd betfore Tl e
allows an expansicn of the 1a wer. It zlse means
that the field for migealouiation in 2lloty ing
ships' space in the agszult Cenvoy 18 increazed.

A sulm}iﬂn to This would 4ppesr to be the - lanning
of a follow wup convoy whi:h should be timed +o
arrive at a time when urits heing transper:sd in
such convoy, are reguirss to Colmence work 35¢
according to their tagks. 1% ghould have some
elggticity in its convoy oslen,; 30 that its time

Of arrival at the beach k:ad may be regulatad
&ccording to the tacticel situstion.

The fact that there are insvfficient ships to Pro=-
vide a reserve of ships' spzce at bde and A level.
This tends 4o raise & minor ad justment o s nzjor
alteration and causes some digsorganization ia

last momsut cases.

Lack of standardization ia SRAPs' deck spa-~s gue
t0 special fixtures and a;aeial'stﬂﬁee beinz: ae-~
quired by individual ghir ' mestera as a personal
enterprise. This upsete swhe leading of shios when
using plané and templates Ihere should re a
gtrict control in +tha intarests of Standardization,
by the NAVY. Failing this, the naval comd ion-
cerned should ﬁeain;ajpuﬁltiﬂﬂ 0 warn MLO's of
special fixturea'ﬁf'iﬂdi?i@ﬂﬁluahipa; or, %ae MLO
ghould be able to inspect each ship befors plan~
ning its load.

When loading ships, The Leading plan ahguld be

caloculated in cubic.measaraments and lesdwe ¢ and

L'-'-:"

X E'.r

NOT" only in deadweight, Stores ete whieh have a

plan. Ii it occurs that -me ships

tactical significance caarot always be shuf ’led
from ship %o Snip withous wpeetting tae

e s vdl

aire loa .ed
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with stores of high coaversion rates frun (lead
weight to cubic measure ent, there is a dinger of
esgential stores being shut out. Thus there will
be last minute changesz in the loading plans which
may become cumulative uhroughout the whol.e convoy.
This aetually happened in the receat op.

(&) The practice of adding "5 few more rerso nel”,
tons or vehes, after th: zllotment of force to
ships is complete. If 2 ship's load is 30 be
well vlanned, there maii he a definite tirget
date after which ther:s will be nc more a'ditions.
in one case, during the last operation, party
of allied soldiers was loaded on a LST wiich was
already loaded to capacity. They carriel stretch-
ers and other comforts which displiced mire ' han
& proportionate number of sssault “roopa

182, Explosives and POL should bz lcaded with non i:1flamsble
Stores, s0 that bulkheads of ncn inflamable stires can
be built around the &&ngﬁrﬂua=cargﬁwand S0 ass..st in
localising any fire on the ship.

1835, Parpaulins should. be provias. on LST, to &llow maximum
number of trocps to sleep on deck.

- 4184, Scales of esgential stores, mostly accommodati n atoresz,
which were curried by most anitc other taan inlantry
battalions ineluded iLtems which were Far in ex nsgs of
what was required to enable & unit to funstion offic-
lently for 14 days. Some ﬁﬂiﬁﬁ refised tc acc.upt,
sven temporarily, a lower standard of comfort o that
woich they regardsd gs normal. Infantry-ﬁnitn cocept

a lower standard of comfor® rnan other wirts - resgon
of the nature cf their roles: nut, they resent the
inequality of sacrifice when it comes to a red cticn of
stores ete to meet special o roumstances.

S 185, It 18 suggested that Fowler G ves, SQyET otoves, WILES
covkers. cots folding ebe eoild be quiﬁe eazll, brought
forward in follow up storese cnd thus sllow of Gre

mobile loading of essential forae stores.

COMMUNICATIONS

186, Flanning

o — ‘—

In the planning area, a separate set of comman: cations
1s necessary for planning sheffs only. |

"."'_ N e
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187 Line Communications

(a) Speed in laying cable muct be considered in re-
lation to the need for protecting the cable from
damage. The hastily lald line should be ~:garded
as the exception. When tracked vehicles 11d tanks
are operating with forward troops, it 1is likely
that hagstily strewn line will resul! ia tha
glower establishment of comm nicatisas Thay it
the line ie raised at tlie outset. 2743 Auist Inf
Bn used a simple device Tor gtapling line to trees
with speed and efficicaqy.

(b) The number of linesmen cerried on the establish-
ment of the brigade signal section is not suffic-
ient. It is recommendel that an increase of three.
be made, making a total of eleven.

188, Wireless Communicatilon
() (a) When embarking for operations, units regu.re a -
complete new set of SCR 536 and 108 Mk II . sets.
After a training period, these sets tend o brezsk
down very quickly-

(b) In country where long runge patrols are bhiing under-
taken it is consldered nat sach balsalio L gshould
be allotted at least tilr'ce Na 22 seis.

(¢) Training of all officers in the use of wi ¢less is
an eggential.

MISCELLANEOUS
189. Coloured photographs
\J It is considered that colour:d photographs showld be
available down to Bde HQs, f-x tThe study of Lecch con--
1 ditions.
190 v VEhE

When vehs have been waterprocfed, it is desira le to
have cothers, not part of the forece equippsd. tc¢ serve
units until and during embartation.

191, Rehearaal

Rehearsals of the tactical p-an, on models, proved of
value. The rehearsal of discmbarkation, forming up
and moving to the shore in lunding craft waz essentisl;
among other features, it enallzd +the comé tn test his
control of the Bde reserve.
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PACTICAL
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132, Minor teciics etc

-
N—— o

(a) No new lessons were learned in the various oper-
ation= of OBOE SIX. There were mishaps which
were due to failure to observe old lessons; but,
comds were prompt in correcting these
The m=in failures in adherence to training were:-

(1) wome patrols failed to lay line, and relied
¢ntirely on RT. This may be sufficient in
hany cases; but, it is unwise when the out-
come 0f a battle depends upon obtaining
infurmatinnipramptlya

(il) Officers who had not Yeen with the bde dur-
ing recent training were unable to use RT
Procedvre or the RT code. The security of
rany senders lapsed as time went on.

(iii) Unit sitrens were thoughtlessly composed,
ambiguous, infreguent and vague, in soms
cases. |

(iv) Units tended to forget their normal admin-

- istration procedure, on the score of pres-

gsure of operstions. Organisation of Bn H)
is at fault when thisg happens. It igs uselegs

9 | to train for operations if the system that
results from such training is not maintained.

(v) The first impulse of the soldier when first
ernicountering the jungle in Ooperations - to
crowd into one emall locality - was evident
wien the brigade adopted defence, at the
conclusion of the last Phase in the opsration.

(vi) There were instances where ground in relation
v0 vegetation was not studied, with costly
results. €0's should revise this study.

b} On the other hand, appreciations, verbal crders ang
patrolling were gzood. Fire control was much im-
provec with other campaigns; and, care of zvrms ang
equipnent was good.

o el W | Bs ) . : _

\¢) After taking stock of the situation, officers who
had presviously tended towards perimeter defence
developed the technigue of natually Supporting
LoCalilties

— m— — T so—
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(d) Speed, aggressiveness tempered with commonsence
and good bushcraft were avident in the ecases of
successiul coy attacks.

193, River patrols

It 18 considered unnecessary .o pay 500 mizh ajsiention
to the n@vel agpect of LCM pa.role. The craf+ Aaerely
took ulie place of M? in assiating patrols to ge with-
in patrolling distance of the chiestive. LCIM's are
to0 noisy to permit surprise. and they aye vulrerable.
Success, in these operations, was Larzely dvz t. the
commonsgsense of patrol leader; who questioned ne ives
before taking sueh risks as 1 proaching an objeciive
at the risk of being ambushed
194, Ploneer Pls
(a) 1In this campzign, Inf Puy Pls played an important
part whi@h”waﬁ=eﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁmaﬂwafy o thet of engineers.
'Wiﬁh'&ﬂgiﬂﬂﬁr-aﬁﬁiﬁtaﬂﬁe-aﬂﬁ-ﬂﬂpervisiony taey
carried owt minor engineer tasks in &iditicn prlo
thelir normal unit tasks

(b) It is considered wnalt, wiih 8 little more training
b aid with access te sueh equipment as bulldozers
and powsry saws, rlonescve sculd relieve engincers
of such tasks api~

(1) ©preparing a T of ¢ . light trat’ic
(1) Dbridging with native tmber

(iii) assisting tanks for r=va

(iv) disarming minefield: and booby traps

(v) congtruciion of ston.cs

[
L4804 oIS

{n

Although textbooks lay down that, in the early
stages of defenne and in “ne attzock. “nglneers may
be decentralized; but; elLuld be eonciatratel as
2000 as .asks demanding (leir concentrsoted : ffort
are decided upon, it i8 ¢cuzidered thal trogical
wariare prnvidse_an-early_aaﬂeaaity for ﬁhe Latter.
Their work appesrs more eifoctive wien 2ngizser sub-
units are wnder o central 0o uYol from tig cu::et;

LR

i_,_ ?_ﬁ-. - __—_'—\_---—.-.--_r _—-—;—.." - _|-_-._——"'
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(¢) An example of the above lies in the cese where,
for tactical necessity, & battalion is giver &
role involving a wide outilankKing move. Engineer
conds are reluctent to deplos sub=-unitsc ° oK
of a temporary nature - p:rticularly when 2 de~-
velopment of a main L of ( is also in progress.
At the same time, it may ta vital that the Ln
should have a Lemporary o of C. On other occcasions,
during an advance on a twe wa front, 0 18 dif-
ficult to declare which o! two lines of advence is
likely to become the main . of C pending tactlcal
developments. In the lat7er case, toc, engineer
opinion has been express.d that the decigior to
develop a L of C should nct be such ae 10 cause
an unnecessary wse of eny neer eguipment anc labour.
Where time is an essential tac%iuél fector, sg it
so often is, immediate action 1s of greater 1m-

N portance thaan long term planaing.

(@) The solution to such prob!sus has beer in tie
smployaert of Inf pioneer: . Their work has cften
to be done over again; fur'taﬂunical-rmﬂaunbg Bat,
they certainly are capab . of providing mob. lity
for their parent battalions, in their rapid non-
technical style, using su-ll navive matlerials as
they are able to find. Ii they were Trainec to a
standard whereby they wers able to use simpler
types of egquipment, it 1s felt that the use of
their labour wovld be mo: economic &rd would allow

| enzineer sub-unity 1o rensin centrallrssd.

195. Weapons

(a) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn found a prsference among itsg sub-
units for firing 4 sec grenades from & disclarger
cup. The air burst of the grenade is cluiw ¢ 30
be eff=ctive during a gait inz »f contect anuc on
occasionz when the enemy . 210t in construc ed
emplacements with overhend covers

(b) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn has inviw ced a semi-circular
magagine for tile COMG: I holds 70 rounds snd,
dn performance, fires will.out creeping off ‘he
target. Speciifications luive been submitted to
highey anthority.

— -
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24 AUST INF BDE ORDER OF DA'PILE

(Issued with 24 Aust Inf Bde Report o Operations Auvg 45)

-
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Ha,
H, o4 Aust Inf Bde

Det 3 Aust Ops ERevort 'Tecam
Det ATIS

Det B Aust S SEC

CAV

&/ 1ll Aust Cdo Sqn

ARTY

2/12 Lust Pd Regt less one troop
Two SFCP Naval Bombardasent Gp

ENGRS

2/% Aust T4 Coy
2/24 rust ¥d Pk Coy

SERES)

24 Aust Inf Bde Big Sec (lesss det)
Det 2/43 Aust Cipher Sec

Det B Beec Sigs 9 Aust Nivw

Det 2/9 Aust Cav (Cdo} Regt 8iz Tp
2/12 Aust Fd Regt Sig fiec

INF |

2/28 Aust InfT Bn
2/43 Aust I[nf Bn

¢ Coy 2/2 fust MG Bn

2 P1 A Coy 2/1 Aust Gd Regh
2/32 Aust Inf Bo

S48

2/14 aust Tpt P1
2/28 Aust Sup Dep Pl
HQ 2/156 Aust GT Coy
MED

2/3 Aust Fd Amb (incl Surgical Team)
Det 2/8 Aust Dental Un' &

ORD |
2/122 Aust Bde Ord Fd Tl
ABNE

2/122 Bust Bde Wken
E.f '?i:" 453115.‘! t Uﬂ " -':"!:i.--- -
| .

b l:.-!.i:
2/6L Aust LAD {Tyne D)

“r -

p— e B
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MEEC T LANROUS

et Y Ruayv Dhay PDStdl Unit

one LEG 9 Aust Div Pro coy

IO ¥C, 9 Aust Div

Tef Tharectorate Public T?elat-i ons and Pres
?.Tfﬂf"-.- Ixmy Rep

Obge.vers |

L __‘JI‘!J;}-IR COMD = CORPS TDS

; E‘Lz 2/9 Aust Armd Regt
2/9 Aust Armd Regt Slg Tp

L:en Segn sub Bk 2/9 Aust Armd Regt Ord Fd Pk

San -..E:ﬂ 2,9 Aust Armd Regt Wksp
ret 4 Aush Mil Idg Gp

Det i-{- Lusit FE Sec (EE)

Det . AAPIU

Det U&7 Amhiblﬂﬂ Tractor Bn

Det &ED

Det uritish Borneo Givil Affairs Unit
U]‘l*]* l‘;‘? IUZPP{JRT - RAAF UNITS

-u-.ll-u.-l.p

One Lir S Party
Two /(ir I aison Parties

N O FOR LADTNG.

Alrtsnative HQ 9 Aust Dlv

Fear HQ 9 Aust Div

Recce Par 24 HQ 9 Aust Div

Adv Terty Sigs 9 Aust Diy

Det & Auah 0ps Report Team

Det liirechiorate Public Relations and Pioss
& Flw 1 Mob Méet Sgin less Det

et up Renearch Sec

Hy BIE 9 saust Div = E

Sige @ Aust Div less det

2/4% tust Cipher Sec less dets

L Coy 2/1 Aust G4 Regt less three pls
Det ATIS

E Auct 'S Se¢ less Dets

4 Ausit Vigitors and Dbgervers Sec’

9 Auct Mil History Fd Tean less det
e C u‘mﬂ .tuaSG

GOl TPS
& Avst Mil 1dg Gp less dets '
L T Aust Naval Bombardment @p less ﬁets
L2t Wi.reless Sec (Hy)
2 Ausit ‘i.r:t_:aless Sec (i.m)
Det I ALPIU ‘
B4 ‘..Lﬂt IS Sec (EE) less dets
A1 (Courier Serwvice

>
I‘q-..l

]

C

-
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24 AUST INF BDE OUTLINE PLAN

(Tesued with 24 Aust Inf Bde Repozt ont Operaticn: Aug £5)

Reference Mapa : LABUAN NCRIH 1:%0,000
1ABUAN SOUITH lz;iqﬂﬁ”
LABUAN 4 mileg to 1 1nel
MIRI 4 mileg -to 1 inco

INFORMAT ION
{1 Topography

(a) Refer Terrain Studies 89 and 90.

(b) Place Namesd

2 Township area LABU AN

(ii) Main girfiesld inp STRIF Wo o
U squeres 0285 =nd 8234

(1ii) Bmergency Landirg Ground STRE Mo

in gquare 7688

(iv) Bomber dispersal bays

at SOUTH end of STHIP Ne 1 ATROCRAPT PARK
(v) Government House Bﬂfaﬁg PEAGSTANE
(vi) House (was formerly red TARDTTS
. rocfed) B0O482%
(vii) RPoint 806827 . B0y
(viii) Penlﬂsula WEST of PIiN
. VICTORIA HAREOUR
= (ix) 20 netre feature in PR
./ aguares 7989 and TUIE
(x) 20 metre feature in SR
square 8090
(xi) 20 metre feature at 009173 SATLAGE

(¢) Eeaches

Prom RAMSAY Pt 828821 to HABLCAY wi™ ' be Epnown =S
BROWH BEACH. Other beagh desizpationz are shown on

Appx A
2o Enemy
(a) Informetion as to eneny sirsngih »n LABUAN 43 scanty.

. .

Fresent figures are:~

(1) TFrent line troops (i
(ii) ProtvecHive Troops 160

{ ll) Bin ufﬂﬁPE canalris of

-.—‘

W e e e — . = 'J-
QL-.-. e = — - - i e M S T i — — - i — — — —
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v} Others | 45

v
V) AA Zuns 9 light
' 8 hocavy

."-"-L —
g W
) E

(vi) Coasial defence guns 1 possible

Heinforcement of the arsa is possible fromi-

(i) JESSELECN where enemy strength is estimated
at 4000, posesibly now increased by movement
from SANDATAN and KUDAT.

.i1) KENINGAU where enemy movement has been
reported recently.

* owWn Poroes

- — T A, e .

l||l N
(&)

9 Aust Div legs 26 Aust Inf Bde Gp, supported by
raval and alr Tforeces is carrying out simultaneous
asgawlt landings on the SOUTH coast of LABUAN ISLAND
and on BRUNEI PENINSULA, with a view to capturing

and gecuring BRUNEI BAY and approaches to it.

M&iﬁtenancﬁ areas are to be eatﬁbliahed on LABUAN
I8LAND ..

Exploitation FORTH and SOUTH is to be undertaken
irmediately following the success of initial landings.
Mazimvm use of water L's of C will be made in support
oL asuch exploitation.

4. 3 _Aust Div Plan

gl o

(a)

( 2

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Asgaull Troops

(i) LABUARN ISLAND ~ 24 Aust Inf Bde Gp less
| 2/32 Aust Inf Bn.

(1i) MUARA ISLAND - BRUNEI PENINSULA -
20 Aust Inf Bde Gp.

P e R i -

(1) 24 Aust Inf Bde Gp is to land on BROWN BEACH,
gecurs a beach head, capture STRIP No 1 with
all posslble speed, securec a covering position
from inclusive mouth of S XERUPANG at 826872
to ‘nelusive road junction 816865 thence to
inciusive road junction 796863 including all
areas to the SOUTH and prepare for subsequent
operasions,

\i1) 20 Aust Inf Bde is to carry out simultaneous
lanﬂlmgaﬂun GREEN DEACH and RED BEACH, secure
MAURA ISLAND, seize BRUNEI PENINSULA, seize
the line Bt TABUR BINTANG - BRUNEI TOWN and
Pprepare Zor subseguent operations. (Ref ma
MIRY 4 miles to 1 inch). : A

Divisiongl Reserve
(1) 2/12 Aust Cdo Sgn
(i1) 2/9 Aust Armd Regt less three squadrons

(1ii) Two flame thrower troops 2/1 isust Armd Bde
Recce Sar.
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{iv) 2/32 ‘Aust Inf Bn
(v) A Coy 2/2 Kus% MG Bn

(d) BEEGh Mﬂiﬂ‘ﬁ_‘?ﬂﬂzﬂce Area

1l Aust Beach Gp is to establish a BMA in the area
COLLIER HEAD - RAMSAY Pt - LABUAN - FLAGSTARR 826838,

INTENTTON

T gl

Do 24 Aust IntT Bde Gp will land on BORWN BEACH and capture
covering position NORTH of STRIP Ho 1, with a view to:--

= | (a) Securing LABUAN port facilities and STRIP No 1
. +in the guickest possible time.

(b) freparing for further operastions.

METHOD

6. Summary

' . () The landing will be with two assault battalions in
- LVI's supported by tanks, and 2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn plus
a proportcion of armour in réserve.

{b)- The operstion will he in three phasss :-

—

(1) PHASE ONE

Assault battalions will capture the line
Tg TARAS 845840 - ALRCRATT PARK - FLAGSTAFF.

(ii) PHASE TWO

2/43 Aust Inf Bn will capture STRIP No 1 and
exploit NORTH, while 2/11 Auat Cdo Sgn pre-
paEres to capbure FEN. |

(1i1) PHASE THRER

O 2/28 Augt Inf Bn will capture the line - rosd
' Junction 806863 - road junction 7968633 and
both 2/43 Aust Inf Bn and 2/28 Aust Inf Bn
will. secure the Divisional covering wosition.
2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn will complete the capture
of PEN. .
- Note:~The launching of the attack on PEN may take
place in an earlier phage than as shown, if the
opportunity presents itself, | -

PHASE ONE

[ o Forward Troops

(a) RIGHT - 2/43 Aus% Inf Bu
(b) LEFT . = 2/28 Aust Inf Bn
8. Groupings |

(a) 2/32 iust Inf Bn

o

with under comd:-

i
A
el
e
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8, (a) Contd. |

~ Iwo troops B Sgn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt
Det 2/7 Aust P2 Coy
Pet 24 sust Inf Bde Sig Sec

. Dne pi C Coy 2/2 Aust MG Bn
Sec 2/3 Aust Fd Amb

with in suppori:-
Two FOO parties 2/i2 Auvst Fd Regt
LO party 2/12 Aust Fd Rect -
One Troop 2/12 Aust Fd Rezt
one SFCP '

(b) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn

with pnder comds-

One troop B Sqn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt
Det 2/7 Aust Fg Coy
_ Let 24 Aust Inf Bde Sig Sec
W Gna pl C Coy 2/2 Aust MG Bn
. Sec 2/3 Aust Pd Amb :

with in support:~
ij0 3ﬂﬂ pﬂ#ﬁ;ﬁﬁ-zfiﬂ,ﬁgﬁtv@ﬂ-Ragt
10 party 2/12 Aust ¥Pd Resgt
i .. One troop 2/12 Aust Fd Regt-
: One GPCE |
(¢) 2/11 aust Cdo Sgn
_"with under comd: -~

Gne »l U Coy 2/2 Aust MG En

Sundry detachments
with in supporti-

-One POO party 2/12 dust Fd Regt
0113 EFCP-: r

C)

9. Lending Beaghes

(a) BROWN TW0 - 2/43 Just Inf Bn 17
(b) BROWN ONE - 2/28 sust Inf Bn IF

0 Objectives

£

(a) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn - ATRCRAFT PARKE
(b) 2/28 4ust Inf Bn =~ FLAGSTAFF and LABULN.

il.  Tasks

(a) 2/43 4ust Inf Bh will land =nd cabpbure Pz BATU
835830, Tg TARAS 843840 and ATRCRAFT PARK. It
ﬁlil then prepare to capture STRIP No 1 without
dglay. . |

(b) 2/28 iust Inf Bn will -land and capture . LABUAN and
FLAGSTATT simultaneously. It will “then hold a
Lirm base at FLAGSTAFP and be prepared 4o act as
brigade Reserve for PHASE TWO.

. - — = -__ N Sum—— = R T — — _—
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13,

14 .

Bounds

ORE - HED LINE - Zor reorganization |
WO - The line Tg BATU - COCONUT PATCH 822827 - LABUAN

THREE -~ The line of the objective
See Appx A attached,

Boundary

Intersection of BROWN TWO BEACH and BROWN ONE BEACH -
BEND in ROAD 829831 - ROAD JUNCTION 830840 - all inclus-
ive to 2/43 Aust Inf Bn, as per ApPpx A.

Routes

(a) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn - general direction parallel to
EAST coaat to SPUR 834837 thence to objective.

(b) 2/28 Aust Inf Ban - cross country on a general
bearing 11 degrees TRUE with portion of force and
coastwlise t0o LABUAN.

Fire Support

(a) Naval See Appx (NOT attached)

(1)  Preliminary bombardment of enemy gun positions
in conjunction with agir strikes - see also
Appx Alr Bombardment. (NOT attached).

(ii) Bombardment of coast line from inclusive Tg
TARAS to LABUARN.

(iii) Bombardment of AIRCRAFT PARK - PLAGSTAFF -
HARDY'S ~ BAMILTON Pt.

(iv) Fire on call through SPFCP's.
(v) Direct support by light craft.

(b) Artillery

(1) Two troops 2/12 Aust Pd Regt will land with
assault troops, in LVT's, for support of
noth assaulting battalions.

(i) Remainder of 2/12 Aust Fd Regt will land
and be available t0 support the Brigade.

Note:~ It is estimated that the whole Rezgt
will NOT be in amction untill H plus 90; but,
from H plus 45 onwards, two batteries and
an increasing number of guns of the third
battery should be available.

(iii) Allotment of F0Os

2/11. Aust Cdo Sgn - one
2/28 fust Inf Bn -~ two
2/4% Aust Inf Ba = two

(iv) Alloiment of SFCP's

2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn =~ one
2/28 Aust Inf Bn ~  one
2/4% Aust Inf Bn - one
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(¢) 4.2 in Mortars

One troop 4.2 in mortars will be landed and manned
by 2/12 Aust Pd Regt, with the assault waves. 18
task will be to fire on point targets during thg
period from the cessation of naval gun fire until
the availability of two batteries 25 Pprs.

(d) MG

(i) "c" Coy HQ 2/2 Aust MG Bn will land with HQ
24 Aust Inf Bde.

(ii) The following guns will be under comd units:-

One p1l - 2/28 Aust Inf Bn
One pl - 2/43 Aust Inf Bn
One p1 - 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn
16. Reserve
{ (a) 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn with under comd
one pl C Coy 2/2 Aust MG Bn
with in support
FOO party 2/12 Aust Fd Regt
One SRCFE.
(b) B Sgn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt less three troops.
LT Probable Role of Remerves .
(a) 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn will:-
(i) act as a floating reserve;
(ii) when ordered to land, probably land on
BROWN TWO BEACH;
'I.,.___,.

(iii) after landing, move to the area BEND in
road 829831 and be prepared to move at
short notice.

(iv) A likely role is: to embark in LVT'’s formerly
ugsed to land 2/32 Aust Inf Bn and secure
HARDY'S by an ampbibious operation launched
from point 81%83%32. This operation will be
gupported by MMG's from the near shore only
and by 2/12 Aust Pd Regt.

(b) B Sgn 2/9 Aust d Regt less three troops will:-

(i) land on BROWN ONE and BROWN TWO BEACHES;
(ii) 'move to area COCONUT PLANTATION 826827;:

(iii) be prepared to reorganize the whole sgquadron
or to reinforce troops under comd forward
battalions;

(iv) be prepared to attack as an Assault Echelon
in PHASE TWO.

..:._-_ — -— _ . - = = - ___.F'-"
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18,
\'#.
19.
w
20.
BY s

Sy

o
Armour
(a) Allotment |
(1) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn - one troop |
2/43 Aust Inf Bn - +two troops
Bde ressrve - B Sgn less thres troops.

(ii) Lisison offr frdm Sgn HQ will remain with
Bde HQ throughout the operation.

(b) Water Gap

ALl tanks will be waterproofed tc enable them to
land through approximately 4 £t of water.

(e) 3 in How

Proops allotted to forward'battalions will be on

normal basis of 2 x 2 pr tanks and one 3 in How tank .
pexr troop. '

(d) Marrying Up

Will take place on near shore.

Amphibiars ~ LVT4

(a) General

géggnﬂust Inf BA and 2/43 Aust. Inf Bn will land in
B ,

(b) 4Allotment

2/28 Aust Inf Bn - 25 = to include 5 for artillery
and two for 4.2 in mortars.

2/43 Aust Inf Bn - 23 - to include 5 for artillery.
(c) Relly Area

On completion of initial tasks with forward |
battalions LVT4's will rally in following areas :=-

(1) LVT with 2/28 sust Inf Bn LT - area 819826

(11) LVP with 2/43 just Inf Bn LT - ares 833826
except that 9 LVT will remain with 2/32 Aust
Inf Bn and move to ares Tg BATU 836630 and be
brepared To carry out task with 2/11 Aust Cdo
San as per para 17 (a) (iii) and (iv)
(subject to availability of LVT after H hr),

PHASE TWO

O UNMary
(a) It is intended that this phase will be a continustion

of PHASE ONE, subject to co-ordination, following
reports on success of PHASE ONE

(b) The capture of FEN by 2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn may be ordered

to commence prior to or Tfollowlng the commencement of
this phase. :

Forward Troops

2/43 Aust Inf Bn.
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22, Grouping

(a) 2/43 Aust Inf'ggﬁ

with under comd:i:-

B Sqn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt -less two troops
Det 2/7 Aust Fd Coy

Det 24 Aust Inf Bde 5ig Sec

¢ Coy 2/2 Aust MG Bn less one pl.

Sec 2/3 Aust Fd Amb

with in support:-

Two FPOQO parties 2/12 Aust Fd Regt
One LO party 2/12 Aust Pd Regt
One SFCP

(b) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn

with under comds:-—

One troop B Sgn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt
o Det 2/7 Aust Fd Coy —

Det 24 Aust Inf Bde Sig Sec

Sec 2/3 Aust Fd Amb

with In support:-

Two FOO partiaa 2/12 just Fd Regt
One LO party 2/12 Aust Pd Regt

(c) 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn
with under comdi:-

One pl © Coy 2/2 Aust MG EBn
Nine L?T4’a 727 Zmphibian Tractor Bn 1f
available.

with in support:-

o One FOO party 2/12 Aust Fa Reg?
One SECP. | :

254 ijgctiVEE |
2/43% Aust Inf Bn -~ STRIP No 1 inclusive.
24. . Tasiks

(a) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn will:-
(i) capture the area of STRIP No 1;

(ii) mop up the area COAST LINE at mouth of
EERUPANG 826872 Yo inclusive road junction
816865 to inclusive road junction 816860 to
WEST edge of SYRIP No 1 inclusive;

(1ii) secure this area against counter attack

and be prepared for movement on orders from
this HQ.

(b) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn will:-

Hold the line ROAD JUNCTION 830840 excluding to

mc "y
- tﬁfﬁ?ﬂ ROAD at 820841 inclusive, unti] ordered
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2/43 Auvst Inf Bn will make preparation to move at the
earliest possible time: and will advise this HQ when
ready. |
: I

26, Supporting Fire

(a) Naval

Naval units are to support the advance of 2/4% Aust
Inf Bn by fire under control through SFCP's.

(b) Field Artillery
(1) 2/12 Aust Fa Regt will support the attack.
(i1) Allotment of FOOs and SPCPs
As for PHASE ONE

(c) MMGs

gl (1)  "C" Coy 2/2 Aust MG Bn less one Pl will be
under comd 2/43 Aust Inf Bn.

(ii) One pl will remain under comd 2/11 Aust Cdo
Squu '

27, Reserve

(a) 2/28 iust Inf Bn will hold the line road junction

830840 to MACARTHUR road at 820842 and be prepared to
move two coys as Brigade reserve. Preparation for
PHASE THREE will be undertaken.

(b) 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn will remain in position at ares

829331 aubgent to orders to the contrary - see
para 20 (b

o

(¢) One troop'B Sgn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt will occupy a
position at road junction 834840 and be Prepared:-

(i) to reinforce either flank;

(ii) +to deal with counter measures by the enemy
- from the area EAST of “STRIP No 1.

28, Armour

Allotment

B Sqn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt less two troops under comd
2/4% Aust Inf Bn.

One ftroop under comd 2/28 Aust Inf Bn
One troop in Brigade Reserve.

29. Amphibians

Nine ILVP4's will come under comd 2/11 sust Cdo Sqn if
avallable. See para 19 (e) (dii).

RCDIGT02451 1
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PHASE THREE

50. Forward Troops

(a) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn
(b) 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn

31. Dbjectives

(a) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn - road junction 806863 and rcad
junction T96863.

(w) 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn ~ HARDY'S and adjacent sub features.
22, Groupings
(a) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn

with under comd:-

One troop B Sgn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt
Det 2/7 Bust Fd Coy

Det 24 Aust Inf Bde Sig Sec

Sec 2/3 Aust Fd Amb

with in support:-

Two FOO parties 2/12 Aust Fd Regt
One L0 party 2/12 Aust Fd Regt
One SPFCP.

(o) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn

with under comd:-

Det 2/7 Aust Fd Coy
Det 24 Aust Inf Bde Sig Sec
C Coy 2/2 Aust MG Bn less one pl
Sec 2/3 Aust Fd Amb |
with in support:-

] Two FOO parties 2/12 Aust Fd Regt
g One L0 party 2/12 Aust Fd Regt
One SPFCP |

(¢) 2/11 Aust Cdo Sagn
As Tor PHASE TWO.
33.  Tagks
(a) 2/%8 Aust Inf Bn will:-

(1) secure objectives:

(ii) mop up the area in rear of objectives inciud-
ing the timber edge 804853 to 795853;

(iii) liaise with 2/43 Aust Inf Bn and effect
nutual support on the objective line.

(b) 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn will

(i) on orders from this HQ, mount an amphibious
attack on HARDY’S, from point 813832, with the
object of capturing dominant features on PEN

and subsequently clearing the whole area of
ensmy;

b

OR
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(ii) alternatively, on orders from this HQ, advance
in rear of 2/28 Aust Inf Bn to the area in
square 28085 and commence an advance in the
direction of Pt HAMILTON with the object of
capturing HARDY'S and adjacent dominant
features on PEN; and, subsequently clear

the whole area PEN of eneny.

34 Boundaries

(a) Between 2/43 Aust Inf Bn and 2/28 Aust Inf Bn:
The line :=

road junction 830840

thence along COAL Pt ROAD to
road junction 816865

- 211 inclusive to 2/32 Aust Inf Bn.

(b) Between 2/28 Aust Inf Bn and 2/11 Aust Gdo Sgn;
The lines-—

LIMBER EDGE from 804853 to 795853%
- all inclusive to 2/28 Aust Inf Bn.

(¢) If 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn are to advance through 2/28
Aust Inf Bn; the boundary as in (b) above will NOT

become operative until 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn has
passed over it.

s o Synchronization
No move will be commenced by forward troops urntil ordered

by this HQ; but, units will be ready to move at short
notice as from the conclusion of PHASE ONE.

36. Supporting Fire
(a) Naval

Naval units- are to support the advance of 2/11 Aust
Cdo Sgn controlled through SFCP's

N (b) Artillery
2/12 Aust Pd Regt will:-

(1) gaintain one battery on call by 2/11 Aust Cdo
ars

(ii) support the advance of 2/28 Aust Inf Bn;

(1ii) at the earliest convenient time, r egister the
following targets:-

Road and track junction 813888
Road and track junction 815887
Bend in road 784881

Road and track junction 790874.

(iv) Allotment of FOOs and SRCP's

As for PHASE ONE.
(c) MMGs

vame as for PHASE TWO.
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(2) "B" Sgn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt less one iroop will rally
in the area 830855 after completion cf PHASE TWO and
be preparscd. |

(i) to move in support of 2/28 Aust Inf Bn;
(1ii) " deal with enemy counter measures.
(b) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn will:-~
(i) secure the line KERUPANG RIVER mouth at 826872
- road junction 816865 -~ inclusive road
junction 816860:

(ii) maintain one coy resady to move as Brigade
Reserve.

38. Armour

(a) One troop "B® Sqn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt will be under
comd 2/28 Aust Inf Bn.

(b) Remainder as in para 37 sbove.

39.  Amphibians

Kine LVT4 of 727 smphibian Tractor Bn will (if availsble):-

(a) transport 2/11 Asust Cdo Sgn to objective area, if
requireds;

(v) rally astride road at 818834 at conclusion of (a)
above or upon departure of 2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn by land

routes
(o) maintein 2/11 sust Cdo Sqn, untid required by parent
vniv.,
40. Exploitation

(a) ILimit of exploitvation as follows:~

(1) 2/43 Avst Inf Bn

" Line COAST at 824887 - road and track junction
813887,

(ii) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn

Road and track junction 805888 - road and track
junction 790873.

(b) Boundary

Line from road junction 816866 - road junction
805869 all inclusive 2/32 Aust Inf Bn.

COMMON TO ALL PHASES

41 . Engineers

(a) 2/7 Aust Pd& Coy will be under comd 24 Aust Inf Bde
for the assault landing until centralized control
under the CRE is effectad.

"-lld-h-'
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(v) 2/7 Aust Pd Coy will provide:-
i (1) sufficient personnel and two bulldozers for
assistance of tanks in the assault;
' (i1) +two sections - cne to each 2/28 Aust Inf Bn ;
RS and- 2/43%. fust-Inf Bn, for support in the |
| nature of demolition of obstacles and enemy |
strong posts. |
(o) Detackmsnts as in (b) (i) above will marry up with |
tanks on the nsar shore and land with the armd troops
to which tThey are attached, with the exception that
Two bulldozers will land separately in early waves.
41, (d) In addition, subject to approval of 9 Aust Div, the
following tasks will be effected;-
I !
| (1) Reconnolitre and prepare subgidiary tracks or :
l clear existing tracks of debris.
h ‘ (ii) Develop water supply. s
- \
NS (iii) Be prepared to assume locality defence if

circumstances warrant it.

qur Anti-disease
Rl © e
SN, P11 anti-disease precautions will be effected, particul- _

f“ﬁE5k5=rly in regard tc the treatment of water for consumption
b el wd d Glﬂaﬂﬂlﬂgu |

";f | aif
43. Ingtructions will be issued later. :
INTERCOMN
44 . Bde HQ will be eatabliﬂh&ﬂ_- }
(a) Afloat ,!
I Bde HQ - Ship |
Duplicate HQ - Ship

| (b) Ashore

i (1) Bde HQ will land on BROWN TWO BEACH and | |
| follow the route:-

Road -junction 825825 |
Track junction 829829 |
to area Road junction- 825835 ;

(11) Furthﬂr'inﬂtruﬂtiﬂnafﬁill be issued. _ ﬁ

S HW C PORTER _
i s T
Comd 24 Aust Inf Bde.

DISTRIBUTION Copy No ;
9 Aust Div L -2

|

——— . | - 4
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