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PLACE . DATE HOUR SUMMARY OF EVENTS AND INFORMATION
RAMU 1 0700 Unit continued advance to ARAFAGAN CRESK Comd Gp erriving
VALLEY there at 0900 hrs. As our rear coys were arriving inj

Brig and BM arrived by jeep amd instructed the CO to move
forward another two miles to a position on the RAMU RIVER.
CO and Adjutant halted the column, contacting 2/27 Aust Inf
Bn and 21 Aust Inf Bde before selecting the coy positions.
Coys were then moved in position along NE bank of RAMU
RIVER. ~ The afternoon was spent in bathing and washing and
a well deserved rest was enjoyed. Communications were
established and it was thought we would remain in this
position for following day.

2030 Orders received for unit to move forward to a position |
within 500 yards of the area then occupite by the 2/16 Aust
Inf Bn. love to be at 0600 hrs following morning.

2100 CO issued orders for following day, covering the immediate
drawing of rations, also the order of march. Very heavy
railn fell throughout the night making the first really
bad spell of weather for the whole march.

& 0830 Bn moved off in order "C","A" Coys, Comd Gp,"B",Hpt Coys,
BHQ and HQ Coy with carriers. Good progress was made but
unf ortunately "C" Coy veered too much to the NORTH while
Comd Gp struck off in correct direction. Coys then
followed the Comd Gp in succession.

0850 TUnit arrived to a position and settled in for lunch.CO and
Adjutant contacted BM and at approximately 1300 hrs -
received orders to move forward to the GUSAP RIVER. Unit
moved to GUSAP where coys were placed in position by the
CO. "C" and "B" Coys right and left forward coys lining
the east bank of the river with "A" and "™D" Coys behing
on each flank. HQs and Comd Gp remained in the centre of
the perimeter., All Coys were in position by 1530 hrs.
llgll and rations were received and hot meals were prepared
by section groups. The GUSAP RIVER proved to be a fast
flowing stream approximately 60! wide, running into the
RAMU RIVER. The engineers were already engaged in the -4
task of constructing a jeep bridge.

1800 Orders received for following day, viz: The unit was to
supply working parties to assist in the bridge construction.
L

S 0200 Daylight saving commenced: all watches put forward one hour

0800 RC Mass celebrated in HQ Coy area. The Protestant Service
was conducted by Chaplain FINLAY at 0900 hrs.

0815 Working parties on the basis of 1 Offr 1 Sgt and 50 ORs from
each rifle coy and HQ Coy commenced work on the bridge. |
Coy cooks co-operated at the bridgehead by providing tea.

1400 Morning working parties were relieved by further parties of
forty from each coy. The bridge was almost ready for use
by 1900 hrs.

1600 CO (Lt-=col R HONNER) and Ad jutant (Capt S Y BISSET) visited
21 Bde. Maj=-Cen VASEY arrived at approximately the same
time with orders for Brig I DOUGHERTY. After the Div Comd?t:
departure the Brigadier passed on orders to our GO for the
followlng day. The plan was for 2/16 Aust Inf Bn to move
on to DUMPU Landing Strip, 2/27 Aust Inf Bn to be in reserve
with 21 Bde HQs at an area near the BIWI RIVER and the 2/
Aust Inf Bn was to move to WAMPUN the following day, then
to DUMPU vie KORAM. This day the 2/16 Aust Inf Bn had: had
a slight clash with the enemy near KAIGULAN also at NAMAPUT
village area, approximately 10 Japs being killed for a loss
of 1 KIA and 6 wounded.

1700 Landed rations received and distributed. Coys received
warning order for move on following day and were advised to
consume the surplus rations during evening and morning meals.
Arrangements were made with the SC for = supply of native
carriers to carry a No 11 Set and additional stores.
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RAWNU 4 See separate sheets. 5
VALLEY

& 0630 Coy adm problems such as c@llection of gear and watering
were straightened out while the enemy dead were buried.
The Jespanese bodies included 1 Offr and 20 ORs, while one
wounded weas taken prisoners It was considered that at
least six more bodles could not be found in the long kunai
grass, also it was estimated that a similar number of the
enemy had been wounded. "D" Coy accounted for 1 Offr and
11 ORs killed, "C" Coy for 9 ORs.
0930 Comd Gp, BHQ and HQ Coy moved forward to join "C" and Up"
coys whilst "A" and "B" Coys left on the road constructional
Task.
1100 The battalion less "A" and "B" Coys concentrated in Native._
Garden Area ready for move to destination at the BIWI RIVER.
Another Jap was killed at this time. The plioneer pl was
given the tssk of carrying the wounded prisoner back to the
main L of C. Prior to the unitt's advance, a small party
of Japs on a high feature near KORAM fired an LMG burst at
a range of 2000 yards on our troops. The fire was
ineffective and two of our MIGs quickly routed them from
thelr position. As the unit had been instructed to bypass
KORAlM, the advance was continued on a compass bearing across
the open kunai. After a hot and trylng march, the column
struck the main track approximately half a mile to the WEST
of the BIWI and decided to continue on to the SURINAM RIVER,
as 1t was reported that the BIWI RIVER was dry. "A" and "gl
Coys were passed at this stage, they had reported for their
task but had discovered that the job had been completed, so
they had moved on towards the SURINAM. No water had been
discovered since the beginning of the morning!'s march and
when the Comd Gp arrived at the SURINAM at 1430 hrs it was a
great rellef to discover it to be a fine stream. It was
immediately decided to stay here for lunch and to give the
troops an opportunity for bathing and resting. WO II
SYMONS and "B" Echelon were contacted here. Coys were
placed in position glong the river bank as each arrived.
1530 A working party of 100 was provided by "A" and "B" Coys to
assist Engineer Coy in preparing a Jeep crossing. Capt I W
HAVMTILTON received orders from Brigade to move to an ares
NORTH of DUMPU village as soon as possible. "aA" and "g"
Coys less elements from each coy and piloneer pl which had
not yet caught up, to remain in the SURINAM RIVER AREA.
1615 Adjutent and party of Intelligence section pushed on to make.
a recce of the area. Heavy rain fell during the next two
hours. On grrival in area at 1715 hrs, WO II McLEOD, who
had been left as a gulde, pointed out the battalion area to
the Adjutant, who immediately made a recce and sited the
coy positions. Guides were placed and coys were directed
into their positions as they arrived., The Brigade intention
at this stage was to concentrate the brigade in this areaj
the dispositions were 2/16 Aust Inf Bn and 21 Aust Inf Bde HQ
at DUMPU, 2/14 Aust Inf Bn approximately 500 ymeds NCRTH
with 2/27 Aust Inf Bn spproximstely 3 miles NORTH at
KUMBARUM. Communlcations were established with Brigade and
lines laid to all coys. Capt I W HAMILTON received all
information from brigade and was advised that portion of "AM
and "B" Coys plus pioneer pl would be remaining in their
present area for the night, to push on in the morning. Capt
HAMILTON issued orders for the following day; "C" Coy to
provide a patrol, strength of one pl to patrol to the NORTH=-
WEST through BEBEI and on to the MOSIA RIVER, another
sectlonal patrol to move along the 2/27 Aust Inf Bn L of C
to KUMBARUM with the object of securing the track. In
additlon a working party of one hundred men to be provided
from HQ and "D" Coys for work on the river crossing below
Brigade .

pai e
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Ad jutant contacted SC regarding rations for the following
day as.the rations held had expired at thls evening's meal.
The SC advised that rations would be avallable for issue Dby
1000 hrs the following daye.

Lieut JACKSON took out the pl patrol to MOSIA RIVER,
gufficient rations were obtained from the rifle coys to
provision the patrol. Patrol reported back at 1600 hrs
made no contact but had met a force from 2/2 Independent

Gﬂ?’ at mBEI-

"gW Ccoy's sectional patrol left for KUMBARUM. A ration of
fresh meat, bread and butter received, so hot lunch and
evening meal were provided on coy basis.

Lieut D RATINEY, with Pioneer pl arrived back.

Main elements of "A" and "B" Coys arrived in and settled
down in coy positions.

Working party supplied by HQ and "D" Coys worked on river
crossing below brigade area.

Unit supplied 700 emergency rations to 2/27 Aust Inf Bn.

At 1350 hrs L/Cpl LANGTON I G of "B" Coy was fatally shot
by the falling of his own OWEN Gune. Padre FPINLAY conducted
the buriagl service near "D" Coy area. Lieut J R GREENWOOD
visited the unit for lunch and discussed with the Adjutant
all adm problems, shortage in ordnance stores etc. At

this stage the main problems were shortages of boots and
tobacco.

Capt R ROSE, Bde I 0, visited the area dnd passed on all
available information regarding topography, also enemy and
own movements.

Major W G A LANDALE arrived to take over as Adm/Comd of the
battalion having left MORESBY ten hour earlier. A meal Wwas
provided for him and he was made comfortable for the night.
Capt I W HAMILTON passed on all available information to
put Maj LANDALE into the picture.

Orders receilved from BM for the following day; working
parties equivalent to two coys to be provided to work one on
each of two separate landing strips, a pl patrol to move
EAST along track running up to SURINAM RIVER with the object
of locating possible Jap OPs and his L of C. A section
patrol to again contact 2/27 Aust Inf Bn in KUMBARUM village.
The Adjutant issued orders to the coys to supply the
personnel to carry out the aldhotted tasks and arrange with
the SC the rationing of the working partles. One coy was
to remain out 2ll night 7/8 Oct and would move complete to
the FARTA RIVER Area near the RAMU RIVER. Communications
for patrols and working parties were arranged by the Sig Offr
(Lieut R N THOMP SON)

Capt HAMILTON moved over to resume commend of "C" Coy.

"o" Coy moved out with all gear, together with 2 Offrs and
80 ORs from HQ Coy and a party of 1 Sgt and 20 ORs from "B
COYe Instructions for working party were for the body ©o
move to RV on track WNW of the area about 1 mile, where they
could be met by an American Engineer Officer (Maj DEUTSCHETEL,
one party to work on a strip in that area and "C" Coy to move
to No 2 strip some 3 miles further WEST. Tools etc were
provided by the Encineers and rations for party on No 2 Strip
were to follow by jeep.

Lieut W W T PALLIER took out the patrol to the EAST and the
section patrol was also provided by "aA" Coy. This left to
contact 2/27 Aust Inf Bn at 0900 hrs.

Maj LANDALE went around to all coys and observed the various
dispositions. The sites were adjusted to fill the gap
caused by the withdrawal of "C" Coy.

Orders received from Brigade to supply another working party
to work on creek crossing below Brigsade.

DWW Coy left to carry out this t he T 0 (Lieut
WATSON) visited Briggde and nﬁta%ﬁga a gg@péyégfiﬁgiﬁggﬂﬁ ,

further information regarding the Jep L
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RAMU 7 1000 RMO received advice that QX 41503 Pte BAIEEY N O had
VALLEY (contd) died of wounds at 2300 hrs O Oct 45.

1100 A supply of sox and a few odd items of gear were
received and distributed.

1130 A coy sectional patrol reported L of C to KUMBARUM clear
of enemy.

1200 ©Portion of hot meal agaln provided. The battalion had
rationed very well in this arealdnd showed considerable
benefit from 1t.

1400 Maj W G A LANDALE visited Brigade.
1600 Heavy fall of rain which continued well into the nlght.

The working party on No 1 Strip concluded the Task at
approximately 1300 hrs. npt Goy working party forced ©o
discontinue work at 1630 hrs owlng to heavy rain.

1700 Runners from Lieut PALLIER'S patrol reported in with
information that the patrol had been fired on by a party
of Japs and had suffered one casualty who was a stretcher
case. Arrangements were made for a jeep to pick up tThe
casualty (QX 41510 Pte POTTINGER A) immediately and TO
take him to ADS.

1745 Patrol reported in. Lieut PALLIER stated that the
patrol had accounted for two enemy before returning.

The information gained by the patrol was passed TO i
Brigade. Appx 1 (D)
Four dogs attached to the unlt, 1 messenger and 3 scoub
dogs, were exercised by menbers of the unlt who had
been selected to take charge of them. The messenger
dog demonstrated great ability in its work.
Applications asked for nominations to Paratroop Bn, and
to a secret formation instituted to conduct subversive
operations in ENEMY OCCUPIED TERRITORY.

1930 BM rang Adjutant and passed on orders for fﬂllﬂwing day.
One coy to move to KUMBARUM where rear detalls of 8/27
Aust Inf Bn were established, and form a base there wilith
purpose of supplying daily escorts of one platoon for the
native carrier train operating between 2/27 Aust Inf Bn
Regr Details and their forward elements, also one
section to protect the 25 pdr gun 1n this area. Thls
coy to be ratloned direct from the DID. One coy to
continue the work on creek crossings below Brigade, and
Wg" coy to remain on present task until it was
completed. Also a platoon patrol to move out on a
similar task to that of Lisut PALLIER'S patrol, with the
object of dealing with any enemy contacted and finding
out any information regarding Jap I, of C in that area.
The Adjutant phoned Lt-col BISHOF of 2/27 -Aust Inf Bn and
obtained information concerning the task of the coy
carrying out the escort dutye.

8 (0700 Fresh eggs and butter with tinned nerrings issued for
breakfast, fresh meat being re gerved for midday and
E?’Ening meals.

0730 12 Platoon of B Coy under Lieut DAVIES left for
KUMBARUM to carry out first escort patrol. Remalnder
of "B" Coy with two dogs attached moved out at 0900 hrs
rations being sent on at 1100 hrs.

0820 Pl patrol under Lieut N H YOUNG carrying a 2" Mortar
left on a patrol task to the EAST.

0815 '"D" Coy supplied the working party on the creek crossing
below Brigade.

0920 Arrangements made for despatch of captured Jap LMG tO
LOB Group for training purposes.

1000 Approximately 100 volunteers submitted names for the
Subversive Ops Formation, while Tieut K A EVANS and
Lieut T SIMMONS voulnteered for Paratroop Bn.

Tobacco ration received and issued.
1200 Fresh meat for lunch and evening meals.
1400 Maj LANDALE visited "C" Coy with the BM (Maj S OWEN)

returning at 1645 hrs. Adjutant brought up to date all
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RAMU 8 1400

VALLEY (contd)

10
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A" matters and concluded returns. A guiet afternoon
was spent in the unlt perimeter. Dispositions of the
perimeter were adjusted when "B" Coy moved out, "D"
Coy occupying the positions of "B" and "C" Gﬂﬁa and HQ
Coy tylng up by occupying area occupied by "D" Coy in
rear. "B" Coy reported that they had established
themselves in new area at 1100 hrs, and Lieut DAVIES!
platoon had been sent forward.
Lieut YOUNG's patrol reported in (see attached report).
The information was acaln passed immediately to Brigade.
| Appx 1 (e)
Orders received from BM for a similar patrol to be sent
out to the same area to ascertain if enemy had altered
their dispositions. At this stage Brigade was fairly
well concentrated with the object of building up
supplies and the outfitting of the unitse. Active
patrols with minor clashes had been carried out Dy all
unitse. The 25 Brigade was operating EAST of the
SURINAM RIVER. Two platoon working partles were to Dbe
supplied the following day to carry out tasks on the
creek crossings - one in morning and the other in the
af ternoon.

Word received that VX 17616 Sgt J STIRLING had been

promoted as A/Lieut as from 18 SEP 43.

Lieut GARNHAM and platoon of "A" Coy left to carry out
recce patrol to the EAST, while the worklng party was
supplied by HQ Coy. Rations continue to be good.
Maj W ¢ A LANDALE visited "B" Coy area at KUMBARUM
returning at 1130 hrs. Adjutant (Capt S Y BISSET) and
Lieut N H YOUNG vislted Brigade and discussed with the
BM information gained from the previous day's patrol.
Lieut RAINEY sent to Brigade for onward movement to
contact rear detalls at KATAPIT and NADZAB with the
object of bringing forward essential items and stores.
Runner reported from "C" Coy with a message by Capt

I W HAMILTON making several "A" and "Q" queries.

Full supply of new boots received. The battalion OP
reported the platoon patrol to be returning at
approximately 2 miles To the EAST

Orders from BM for unit to move to KUMBARUM by 1030 hrs
the following day. We were also allotted certain
patrol duties both forward and to the flanks. A
message was sent direct to "C" Coy directing them to
move direct to KUMBARUM to arrive 1000 hrs the following
morning. "B" Coy were contacted and given a direction
to make a recce for dispositions of the Coys.

Lieut GARNHAM's patrol returned, having observed enemy
movement in the same area as that observed by Lieut
YOUNG . In addition reported that there was what
appeared to be a mountalin gun in that position. Lieut
R R WATSON went to 21 Aust Inf Bde with the information
anc a sketch drawn by Pte JOHN F of the Intelligence
section, who had accompanied the patrol. Two local
patrols operated in the afternoon to secure the
perimter. .

Working party completed the task on the creek erossing
during the afternoon.

Orders given to Coy Comds for move on following day of

troops, stores and "B" Echelon. Heavy rain fell again
during the evening.

Comd Gp moved off and arrived KUMBARUM at 0915 hrs.

"B" Coy was contacted and the dispositions of coys were
sited. Guides were provided and the coys began
arriving at 1000 hrs, being in position at 1030 hrs.

"A" Coy provided a standing patrol of one platoon to

RCDIGT025201
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RAMU 10 0815 occupy the high feature on WEST of position, while a

VALLEY (contd) standing patrol of one section was ordered to occupy &
position on the high ground to NORTH-EAST. Two
platoon patrols for "D" Coy sent up the URIA RIVER
VALLEY, one returning at 1700 hrs reporting no contact.
The other platoon under Lieut AVERY were to move up to
a position approximately 1 mile to the NORTH To occupy
a standing post for forty eight hrs. This platoon
reported they were in position at 1650 hrs. Their task
was to protect the 2/27 Aust Inf Bn telephone line and
the I, of C. Local section patrols were sent out to the
EAST. The pioneer pl carried out improvements on 2/27
Bn L of C.

1600 Brigadier visited the area and passed on information
regarding other units and the brigade as a whole.

1730 Orders received from BM for following day.

1800 Church perade conducted by Chaplaln FINLAY. Heavy
rain again fell during the afternoon.

KUMBARUM 11 0740 Tocal recce patrols investigated for tracks to the HEAST
and on lower reaches of the FARIA RIVER.

0800 ILieut AVERY reported a small party of JAPS to be digging
in on feature WEST of THREE PIMPLE FEATURE and NORTH of
KINGt's HILL. The enemy were also sighted from BHQ Area.
Communications at this stage had been established between
all coyse. The Adjutant immediately went up on to
THREE PIMPLE FEATURE with a signaller to gain observation
on the feature occupied by the enemy. It was discovered
that the feature was in the process of béing occupied
by at least twenty Japs with further numbers digsing in
astride the ridge over which the 2/27 Aust Inf Bn L of
C ran. BHQ received the report that the L of C had
been cut with casualties inflicted on 2/27 Aust Inf Bn
personnel escorting native carrier train. The carriers
had durped their gear and scattered. The positlions
occupied by the enemy in addition to cutting the L of C
overlooked the forward positions occupied by "A" and HQ
Coys of this unit. Using the 536 Set Capt BISSET, who
was in a position 700 to 1200 yards from the enemy
positions, was able to observe and pinpoint them. At
this stage the THREE PIMPLE FEATURE EAST of enemy
position was occupied by nine members of Mortar Pl and
one signaller with the Adjutant. KINGS HILL SQUTH of
enemy position was occupled by 9 Fl.

1000 A Vickers Gun was called for plus one platoon to i
strengthen and give supporting fire from THREE PIMPLES. @
The Adjutant spoke to Maj LANDALE by wireless and
suggested that one platoon attack the Jap feature from
KINGS HILL moving along the EAST side of the razor edge
ridge while strong supporting fire could be gziven from
TERES PIMPLE HILL and KINGS HILL, also that a lMortar OP
be established on the THREE PIMPLE FEATURE.

Information was continually passed down to BHQ regarding
the movements of the enemy. At approximetely 1100 hrs
the MG was sent off to THREE PIMPLE followed at 1300 hrs
by 18 Pl under Lieut SIMIONS. Sgt CHRISP in charge of
the guncrew reached the top at 1400 hrs and on arrival
immediately commenced digging two positions for the gun.
By 1500 hrs the gun was in position and ready to fire.
A Mortar OP was also established on this feature. In the
meantime spasmodic fire was maintalined from THREL PIMPLE
and KINGS HILLS to hamper the enemy movements. In
addition MG fire was directed on the enemy position from
the valley and artillery over open sights fired on the f
Japl's feature. In the meantime at 1300 hrs Maj A J LEE -
had arrived and taken over command. Capt G O O'DAY with
17 P1 and a platoon of "B" Coy had been despatched to '
KINGS HILL. '
1630 A1l troops were in position for the attack excepting 18 I
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KUMBARUM 11 which had not arrived on THREE PIMPLE AREA. Additional
(contd) artillery support was arranged by Maj LEE and the attack

went in at 1650 hrs. The Brigadier had vislted the area
at 1500 hrs and witnessed the first stages of the attack.
Owing to the magnificent supporting fire from MMG, 3" .
lMorter and artillery, Lieut PALLIER's platoon was able to
adrance to within 40 yards of the objectlve before making
the final assault. The advance had to be made in single
file owing to the extremely difficult nature of the
terrain. Casualties to this stage were extremely light,
but the real task then began. Two sections forward with
one in reserve - one section crawled up the almost sheer
cliff face on the right, the other on the left. The
enemy firected heavy fire and rolled down grenades on the
advancing troops but owing to the determination and
outstanding example of several members of the platoon the
summit was gelned and the objective captured. The
remaining enemy on the lower ridge were ocuickly routed by
withering fire from the THREE PIMPLES and the feature now
christened PALLIER's HILL. As a result of this action,
e complete coy of the enemy was routed and over 30 killed
while the 2/27 Bn L of C was cleared. Our casualties
were four killed, Cpl BARNARD J of MMG Pl, Ptes BACK E C,
COBBLE J W and PATTERSON W A, all of 9 Pl while the
wounded numbered eight, including Lieut N W T PALLIER and
Sgt BEAR T, A (M) . | Appx 2 (b)

1800 "B" and "D" Coy platoons consolidated the 9 Pl gains and
a MG was placed on PALLIER's FEATURE, Difficulty was
experienced 1in getting the wounded down the very
precipitous track.

1830 Capt BISSET rejoined BHQ.

2000 The positions on THREE PIMPLE HILL had been consolidated.
During the assault the Brigadier had expressed his |
admiration of the manner in which the attack was made.
Documents teken from enemy dead were forwarded to brigade,
from these valuable information was obtained. MNaj LEE
held a Coy Comds conference and issued orders for the
following day.

12 0100 An sttempt was made by a small party of Japs to destroy

the 25 pdr which was established in a position 1000 yds
SOUTH of KUMBARUM and protected by one section from "C" Coy
Another section from "C" Coy was despatched to supplement t
the guards and on arrival discovered a large bundle of
explosives dropped by the Japs when they had been driven off

0800 Lieut JACKSON with 15 Pl moved out along the L of C to
ensure that the communication to the 2/27 Aust Inf Bn was
cleared up to GUY's POST, approximately 4 hrs march. The
task of this platoon was to move on the high ground
parallel to the track whilst a section recce patrol under
Sgt GRAHAM moved some distance behind along the track
itself so that if trouble was encountered the platoon
would be in a position to deal with it.

0900 9 P1 was withdrewn from KINGS HILL and later in the morning
%7 Pl and Capt O'DAY were relieved by the remainder of "BM

OF e

0930 The pioneer platoon with some morter personnel continued
work on the 2/27 Bn L of C by improving the creek
crossings. Word was received that Pte O!'DEA W J of "nDM
Coy, wounded the previous day, had died of wounds.

1200 Lieut AVERY's standing pabtrol relieved by 7 Pl Appx 1l(e)
under Lieut YOUNG. This patrol!s position was approximatel’
oné hour NORTH along the URIA RIVER. At this time a
report was received that Lieut JACKSON had reached CUY!'s
POST, the L of C being clear of enemy. 10 Pl of "R" Coy
detalled for escort duty to pick up carrier train on track

NORTH of PAILLIER's HILL.

e | —
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KUMBARUM 12 1330 A compdsite platuéh of HQ Coy under Lieut A I SARGENT
(contd) moved forward to GUY's DUMP with the prospective role of
supplyling an escort for native carriers between this
position and 2/27 Aust Inf Bn.

1400 TLieut SIMMONS' P1 returned from THREE PIMPLE Feature
having been relieved by 8 Pl under WO IT BUTCHER F W,

1450 Section patrol of "C" Coy left to establish a standing
patrol on BALD FEATURE to SOUTH=EAST.

1630 Orders received from Brigade for one coy to move to assist
2/27 Aust Inf Bn through GUY's POST and on to the high |
ground overlooking same, so they would be in a position to
cover a posalble withdrawal by that battalion. This task
was given to "B" Coy which moved at 1800 hrs and reached
GUY's POST at 2300 hrs. Lieut SARGENT established
himself at GUY's POST and reported everything in order.

1900 "C" Coy section failed to gain the top of BAID FEATURE
and took. tp 8 position about halfway up for the night.

18 P1 under Lieut SIMIONS after a brief rest in the
arternoon occupled KINGS HILL, and PALILIER!s Feature with
4 personnel from BHQ to occupy one post.

13 0700 "B" Coy reported that they were to be retained at gUY!'s
POST with escorting patrol forward but lateriin the day
they moved forward to assist 2/27 Aust Inf Bn. Their
role was to support 2/27 Bn from the high ground EAST of
their positions.

1000 BML visited the area with an American Cav Colonel. They
were conducted over KINGS and PALILIER's HIILS by Maj LEH.
The Brigade HQ moved into the area this day whilst the
2/16 Aust Inf Bn moved through our area (1400-1500 hrs)
to relieve 2/27 Aust Inf Bn. © P1 with a section of Mg
Coy escorted a carrier train to QUV's POST. 15 Pl under
Lieut JACKSON moved into position on PALLTER's HILL,
supplementing Lieut SIMIMONS! P1. A section from 9 Pl
undér Cpl SILVER took over from the "G Coy section and
arrived on the top of the newly named SILVER's HILL at
2000 hrs. The "C" Coy section remained as SP on ridge
overlooklng valleys to EAST.

1800 Lieut SARGENT's party fostered in the 2/16 Aust Inf Bn in
the GUY's POST area. .

l4 0BOO The section patrol from "aM Coy left to recce the creek
area between THREE PINPLE HILL and SILVER's HILL where g
smell party of 9 enemy had been reported by a member of
"C" Coy. No Japs were seen by patrol which returned at
1130 hrs. :

0900 Fighting patrol of 16 Pl under Lieut A R AVERY was led to
a feature EAST of THREE PINMPLE HILL by two guides from a
F1B Fatrol who had observed Jep positions in the area.

At 1348 hrs the patrol reached the objective only to find
that the prepared eneémy positions had been recently vacated.
The peatrol reached BHG, at 1700 hrs, returning through the
SPF position on URIA RIVER., Nt Coy HQ reported to be in
position on KING's HILL with 15 P1 Occupying PALLIER!s HILL,
thus relieving Lieut SIITONS platoon which returned to
D" Coys lines.

1130 17 Platoon relieved 8 P1 on THREE PIMPLE HIITI.

1500 & P11 returning from GUY's POST ocCupled a standing patrol
position on the URTIA RIVER, relieving Lieut YOUNGS pl
which returned to '"A" Coys erea. At this stage stretcher
cases and walking wounded from the 2/27 battle area were
returning through our area whers the RAP under Capt
STEVENSON (RMO) supervised their dressings before they
moved to MDS. The Salvation Army had also established a
post at this point to provide refreshments for all troops
passing through or returning from patrols. During the
morning Capt MeGLINGHEY (QM) with the Rear Details Party
and stores arrived in the unit area. In the afternoon
Lieut R A DREDGE reported in with = party of 79,

RCDIGT1025201
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



i

- Page 9 =
WAR DIARY - 2/14 AUST INF BN SECRET

OCTOEER 1943 (contd)

'
i P — o

—:.'-l-\.r'

PLACL DATE TTINMS

KUMBARUM = 14
(contd)

15 0800

0915
1300

1550

1500

15350
16

0700

0730

0830

1010
10195

1030
1045

1215
1300
1730
1830

1930

17 0730
0800

0900

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

SUMIIARY OF EVENTS AND INFORMATION
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principally the Tk/A pl and other details from MORESBY
Area, and in addition with evacuations from local DS
returning for duty.

tallcoy supplelented by a section from the Tk/A pl moved

off on a three days fighting patrol. The route tTo be .
followed along the URIA RIVER to the NORTH, thence WEST
to contact 2/16 Aust Inf Bn, before returning to
KUMBARUM Area. The communication was by 208 sets, while
the troops on KINGS, PALLIER's and THREE PIMPLE HILLS
were to report their observation of the patrols progress.
An arty FOO accompanied "A" Coy on this mission.

Section patrol from "C" Coy moved off to relleve Cpl
SILVER's section on SILVER's HILL. Cpl SILVER reported
into BHQ at 1600 hrs relating his observation of fires in
a timbered area to the EAST of THREE PIMPLE HILL.

"B Coy returned to the unlt area reporting they had no
actual engagements with the enemy, except that one pl had
been shelled by a mountain gun on the morning of 14 OCT 45
when the CSM (A/WO II McLENNAN F F) had been killed.
Lieut SARGENT!'s pl reported in. Both this pl and "B" Coy
received high praise from 2/27 and 2/16 Bns for the work
they had done in the forward area.

5 P1 returned from the URIA RIVER standing patrol having
been relieved by 4 Pl under Lieut DREDGH.

Brigade I0 (Capt R ROSE) visited the Comd Gp and gave the
latest information regarding Div activities. ‘

Situation normal night 15/16 OCT 43

Communications with "A" Coy informed us no enemy had been
sizhted.

18 P1 left to escort carrier train to GUY!s POST.

ol GCoy patrol under command Sgt BERRY left to investigate
reported enemy movements east of Brigade HQ below SILVER'!S
HILL.

16 Pl relieved 15 pl on PALLIZR's HILL.

lMaj-Gen VASEY passed through battalion area en route for
gUYS POST.

""" goy HQ relieved "C" Coy HQ on KINGS HILL

Capt VICKERS (ASME) visited #aj LEE end spoke to officers
on the performance of arms and eguipment. Capt VICKERS
represents MGO in research in the field. Capt GEDDES (SC)
also visited and conferred with CO and Adjutant.

Sgt BERRY reported back with fighting patrol, and reported
that no enemy sighted.

Lieut K GARNHAM evacuated to MDS with suspected malaria.
Throughout the afternoon our OPs reported smoke Iin tThe
MINEEN Area.

A" Coy reported they had arrived 1000 yards EAST of
GUY's POST and on the way to KUMBARUM to join battalion.
No enemy sighted.

Heavy rain commenced falling

"A" Coy returned to battalion area where a hot meal was
awalting them. During the day advice was received that
Pte POTTINGER had died of wounds. "A" Coy was guided to
positions previously ocecupied by "D" Coy.

Two sections of 3 pl moved out as escort for carrier
train to GUY's POST.

Lieut § H YOUNG and & ORs left KUMBARUM, moved slong L of
C to 2/16 Aust Inf Bn at ref 702609 to patrol HAST to the
URIA RIVER and thence down URIA to RKUMBARUM

Padre FINLAY conducted a voluntary service near Salvation
Army Hut. Lieut R V THOMPSON and 9 ORs left to patrol
Jap track running north from PALLIER's HILL. This track
believed to be leadinz to Jap L of C to BAGADJIM. Pte
JOHN of the intelligence section led the patrol onto the
track. After proceeding approximately 400 yards along

= e e
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the Jap track Pte JOHN found a Jap lylng in the kunai
grass, the prisoner carried no arms Or eguipment and
was apparently one of the same coy which suffered the
defeat on PALLIER's HILL.

Two sections of 18 Pl under command of Lisut SIMIONS
relieved Lieut NOLAN and two sections of 13 Pl as

guard duty at the artillery guns.

Lieut AVERY reported a Jap on the feature NORTH of the
THREE PIMPLES, the position that Lleut AVERY had
investigated with a fighting patrol on 14 Oct 43.

Lieut AVERY was recalled to BHQ to take out a fighting
patrol to that position. 12 Pl under command Lieut

i M DAVIES was warned to prepare for the flghting
patrol. patrol moved out under Lieut AVERY who was
put in charge of the patrol as he had already
patrolled that area and knew the Jap positions.

A section of 2 pl moved to SILVER's HILL to relieve the
section of "c" Coy.

Intelligence section gulde reported back with informat-
fion that Lieut R V THOMPSON's patrol had reached ref
708587 and had pushed on from there following Jap blaze
NORTH.

Lieut AVERY's patrol attacked Jap position.

Our artillery commenced firing on Jap positions NORTH
of 2/16 Aust Inf PBn.

Lieut AVERY reported back with 12 Pl that although there
were no enemy at the time of the attack there were
definite indications that the Jap had occupied the
position a few hours previous to the attack.

As usuel heavy rain commenced fallling. Lieut STIRLING
was today evacuated (foot trouble). Evacuations
continue at an average of 10 per day of malarila and
other tropical dlseases.

One section of 11 Pl escorted carrier train to GUY's
POST .

One section of 2 Pl returned from SILVER's HILL.
feature was no longer to be manned.

13 P1 under command Lieut T NOLAN relieved 4 Pl under
commend Lieut R A DREDGE as SP on AVERY's POST.

tgH Coy HQ relieved "D" Coy HQ on KING's HILL. 10 Pl
relieved 16 Pl on PALLIER's HILL and 11 Pl less one
section relisved 17 Pl on THREE PIMPLES HILL.

Lieut YOUNG's patrol reported back, he contacted the
2/31 Aust Inf Bn on the night 17 Oct 43 and today
returned to camp down the URIA RIVER Valley. The

track he had followed between the 2/16 Aust Inf Bn and
2/31 Aust Inf Bn was well defined about 6 feet wide and
good going except for the muddy condition. Tieut
YOUNG considered the JAPS had recently used the track.
Forward elements of 2/31 Aust Inf Bn moving down URIA
RIVER from KP3 passed through KUMBARUM. Durling the
afternoon with the aid of a mosiac of maps of the
BOGADJIM Area Maj LEE lectured to Coy Comds on the
courses open to the enemy and the plan to be followed
by our own Division.

Lieut R THOMPSON!'s patrol returned. They reported

that on day 1 the patrol had moved NORTH following a
track along the WEST bank of the URIA RIVER. This
track Lieut THOMPSON considered had been made by the
Japs in their retreat from PALLIER's HILL. The patrol
failed to locate the mule track on the second day had
swung WEST to contact the 2/16 Aust Inf Bn. They
reached a high feature overlooking this bn area and had
then moved down the FRATIA RIVER Valley. XIHReturning to
KUMBARUM along the GUY's DUMP L of C. During the day

the troops remained in the area had taken advantage ol
the rest period to clean up personal gear, Weapons

This
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equipment. Evacuations due to possible lMalaris and
scrub typhus were still of an alarmingly high rate.

The unit was not required to provide an escort to GUY!s
DUMP today and the battalion bemalined disposed as for
yesterday. Maj LEE, Capt S Y BISSET and 2 ORs left to
recce the forward areas to contact the 2/16 Aust Inf Bn
and 2/27 Aust Inf Bn to atquaint themsslves with the
dispositions of those two'battalions and to endeavour to
foregsee posslble roles for ourselves. During the day
Coy Comds passed on the information learned from lMajor
LEES lecture to their NCOs. The I O passed this
information on to BHO personnesl.

Major LEE rang through from the 2/16 Aust Inf Bn to see
if anything had eventuated in his absence.

Major LEE arrived back at battalion.

Rear elements of the 2/31 Aust Inf Bn passed through the
area.

Coy Comds conference. Major LEE gave orders for the
following day and expressed the view of Lt-col
HUMPHRIES of the 2/4 MDS that more consideration must

be given Anti-malarial precautions and general camp
hygiene.

One section from "A" Coy provided the carrier escort for
carrier train to GUY's DUMP. Capt W B RUSSELL, Capt

C L McINNES, Capt G O O'DAY, Capt I W HAMILTON, Lieut

R R WATSON and 5 ORs moved out to contact 2/27 and 2/16

Bns. All topographic information was passed on to the

party by the respective battalion commenders Lt=col

BISHOP and SUBLET. |

CO held orderly room for personnel not observing correct

malarisl precautions. |

A working party of 50 personnel from "C" Coy commenced

duty for one day improving the L of C to 2/27 Aust Inf Bn

Two sections from 8 Pl under commend of Sgt MILLER

relieved 13 Fl under command of Lieut T NOLAN.

"A" Coy HQ relieved "B" Coy HQ on KINGS HILL with 7 P1

disposed on KINGS and PALLIER's HILLS and 2 sections of
O P1 on THREE PIMPLES. The remaining sections from 8
and 9 Platoons relieved Llieut SIMMONS and party as
guard at the artillery approximately 1000 yards SOUTH of
our position.

Capt McCGLINCHEY informed rear details personnel of the
latest information concerning this campaign.

Eaavy raln commenced falling and continued for three
ours.

Capt HAMILTON and party returned after contacting 2/27
Aust Inf Bn and 2/16 Aust Inf Bn. The Coy Comds had in
this visit to the forward units obtained an excellent
view of the terain forward, and received all latest
information of enemy movements. At 1700 hrs Major LEE
visited Brigade HQ and received orders for the following
daye A patrol of one coy was to move to the vicinity
of KP3 where the party would divide into two patrols, the
first to move EAST-NORTH-EAST along a Jap track to the
SURINUM River to return to the unit via DUMPU. The
second patrol to investigate the vicinity of XP3 to locate
second Jap L of C,

Capt I W HAMILTON was warned that "C" Coy would provide

EEE patrol, and detailed orders for the task were given t¥B
Me

One section of "B" Coy left as escort for carrier train
to GUY's POST, returned 1445 hrs. Remainder of "B" coy
to camp duties in camp ares. '

"c" Coy strength of two platoons, left on the patrol to
KPS3. Capt I W HAMILTON was in charge, with Lieut P M I
LEVETT

RCDIGT1025201
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KUMBARUM 21 0800 who was to take command of the force moving from KP3 to
the SURINAM RIVER.

0830 D" Coy supplied a working party of 50 to improve the L
Of C along the URIA RIVER. The remainder of the coy
were employed in camp duties. Dispositions of "A" Coy
remeined unchanged.

1545 U.S. Lieut visited the area to examine the four dogs
attached to the unit.

1500 Major P E RHODEN, previously in charge of 21 AITB,
re joined the unit to take over command. Major LEE and
Capt 8 Y BISSET proceeded to give Major RHODEN the
completegpicture of the activity in the area.

1600 Report was received from "C" Coy patrol that they had
reached the 2/16 Aust Inf Bn and that the new L of C to
the 2/16 was very poor.

1730 "o" Coy again reported with the information that they
had moved 1500 yds EAST of 2/16 Aust Inf Bn to camp for
the night.

1830 Thunderstorm followed by lizht rainfsall.

22 0730 One section from "D" Coy escorted carrier train to GUY's
DUMP. '"D" Coy relieved "A" Coy of duties on the stand-
ing patrols and observation posts. Lieut JONES with
two sections of 17 Pl moved to AVERY's POST, two
sections of 16 Pl under Lieut AVERY occupied the
positions on THREE PINPLES HILL, while the remaining
section of each of these platoons took over the guard
duty on the guns. "D" Coy HQ moved to KINGS HILL with
2 sections of 18 Pl on PALLI¥R's HILL. "A" Coy when
relieved of these duties settled in in the area to the
right of BHQ. ©No change in the disposition of "B" Coy.
With HQ Coy, 4 Pl moved one hour out along the L of C to
continue improving the jeep track in Brigade area, no
change with the remasinder of the coy.

1000 The Adjutant (Capt S Y BISSET) conducted Maj RHODEN over
KINGS HILL pointing out the forward areas and showing
him the area covered by 9 Pl iIn their successful attack
on the Jap positions on 11 OCT 43.

1030 Maj A J LEE marched out.

1400 CO conducted a Coy Comds conference. Mea jor HHODEN
addressed the comds on the value of teamwork in
formations from sections up to division and expressed
the wish for the battalion to continue along the same
high standerd as set by L&-col R HONNER (MC), whom he had
visited at DOBODURA on his way up to join the unit. Maj
RHODEN passed on Lt-col HONNER's best wishes to the
battalion, also his view that several months may elapse
before he would be back with the unit.

1700 In "A" Coy WO II BUTCHER F W took charge of 8 Pl, being
replaced by Sgt MILLER as CSM whilst 9 Pl was taken over
by Lieut D W THOMAS, previously in charge of transport
duties in 6 P1l. Communications with "C" Coy revealed
that they had reached KP3 and were investigating tracks
and vacated Jap positions in that area. Arrangements
were made with 2/16 Aust Inf Bn to supply sufficient
cable to Capt HAMILTON to prdvide telephone
comminications to his base at Kr3. A fine cool night
provided a welcome change from the now customary wet

evenings.

23 (0730 No change in coy dlspositions for the day. HQ Coy
supplied working parties from 3 Pl and 4 Pl to continue
work on the L of C. Capt RUSSELL visited the LAKE AREA
to decide whebher a jeep track between there and GUY's
POST would+sbe possible. In his opinion such a track
would be possible, only as far as the saddle at 35

\ L
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minutes walking time from GUY's POST. Gagt RUSSELL's
walking time from LAKE to GUY's POST was 1l hrs. The
LAKE he reported conteined good water. "C" Coy patrols
investigated two tracks from their base at KP3 - one which
had been crossed between 2/16 Aust Inf Bn and KP3 at
gpproximately 1 mlle WEST of KP3 leading to the NORTH, and
the other WEST of KP3 in search of a possible track lead-
ing directly SOUTH from the main track. Freshly

vacated Jap positions were located at Ref 729632.

At this stage line communications were established to Capt
HAMILTON's base at KP3. This night again fine.

"A" Coy supplied one section as escort to carrier party to
GUY's POST, anc at 0830 hrs supplied a working party of 30
men from 7 and 9 Pls to carry on improvements in areas L
ef C.

The I O (Lieut R R WATSON) and 5 ORs left to recce the
URIA RIVER for the track followed by the 2/31 Aust Inf Bn
on their return through KUMBARUM from the Jap L of C. This
recce patrol located and traversed the track, arriving at
the Jjunction at 1400 hrs. Here the patrol met Lieut
LEVETT and party of "C" Coy who were to move from this
position, presumed to be KP4, along the Jap L of C to
locate and follow the track moving SOUTH to the SURINAM
RIVER . Lieut WATSON returned at 1810 hrs.

"B" Coy relieved "D" Coy in the observation aend standing
patrol positions, 2 sections of 10 Pl under Lieut A W
THOMSON occupylng PALLIER's HILIL, the third section to
remain at KING's HILL. Two sections of 11 Pl under Sgt
GREAVES took over the guard duty at the guns, while the
remaining section controlled by Lieut R THOMPSON occupiled
AVERY's POST standing patrol. 12 Pl moved to the THREE
PIMPLES HILL where Lieut DAVIES established the Pl HQs on
the centre pim¥la. "B" Coy HQ remained in the same
position. '"D" Coy when relieved from these positions
moved back and occupled the low level terrace below M"aM
Coy HQs. Both 7 and 8 Pls were now moved to occupy
positions close to coy HQs while © Pl moved to a position
astride the L of C between HQ and the URIA RIVER.

Voluntary church parade conducted by Padre FINLAY in the
BHQ area. During the afternoon the Padre had the unigue
experlience of conducting a service for the Native PIB
having an interpreter to translate his service into the
native language.

Maj RHODEN held a conference of Coy Comds principally to
discuss a series of questions concerning suitebility of
equipment and stores, the solutions reached being sent as

a return to 21 Aust Inf Bde. Adm problems were also
discussed and as a result 1t was decided to increase the
occupation period on the high ground by another 24 hrs.
Strict super¥ision of anti-malarial precautions control

and sterilization of all drinking water was again stressed
by the CO.

Caﬁt I W HAMILTON communicated the information gained by

"C" Coys patrols from KP3. One section had patrolled the
BEAST fork of the river junction at KP3 for a distance of
approximately one mile NORTH locating a footpad in this
aresg. The larger party had moved EAST along the Jap L of
C, passing through a large dump one mile to the EAST and
reaching KP4 at approximately 2 miles further on. From
here, Lieut LEVETT's party was left to follow the L of C
while Capt HAMILTON investicated a track leading NE on to a
high ridge approximately 2000 yds distant (HAMILTON'!'s RIDGE)
Lieut YOUNG reported to Maj RHODEN and received orders that
he would take a patrol platoon strength to LEVETT's POST,
recce forward of the post to HAMILTON's RIDGE and from there
along the track NW of that ridge. It was suspected that

RCDIGT025201
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KUMBARUM 24 2045 the enemy who had been in contact with 25 Bde may have
withdrawn along this track. +

26 0800 Sig Offr Lieut R N THOMPSON with party of linesmen moved
out to establish line communication to KP4, the line to
extend from AVERY's POST along track investigated by I O
on the previous day (WATSON's TRACK)

0830 TLieut YOUNG with 7 Pl moved out along the same track to
KpP4. This patrol was to base there and recce for two days
to the NE along HAMILTON's TRACK. Word was received at
1600 hrs that both the line party and YOUNG's patrol had
reached Kr4.

1130 Word received that Lieut LEVETT had followed the Jap L of
C to the SOUTH from KP4 and had at this time reached the
SURINAM RIVER at Ref 786532, The party had stayed at a
Jap KP ref 791585 the previous night and had moved on at
0B0O0O hrs.

1430 Sgt W BRERRY and party of sick from BUNO returned from KFS
following the URIA RIVER down. Sgt BERRY reported the
course from KP3 to be very rough with innumerable creek
crossings the going being extremely difficult until
AVERY's POST was reached on the return trip.

1600 lfaj RHODEN, who had visited Brigade, passed on the
information to the Adjutant and I O that in the event of
a withdrawal being necessitated by a strong counter-attack
2/16 Aust Inf Bn would withdraw last from thelr present
position, the 2/27 Aust Inf Bn would defend the HIGH LAKE
FEATURES, end 2/14 Aust Inf Bn KINGS HILL, PALLIER's HILL
and THREE PIMPLES FEATURES.

1700 Vord received from Capt HAMILTON that he was about ©o
return from KP4, following Lieut WATSON's track. He
reached AVERY's POST at 2100 hrs and remained there for
the night.

1730 TLieut LEVETT and two ORs returned to camp by jeep, the
remainder of the patrol having been left at DUMPU for the
night. Lieut LEVETT gave a full report (Appx) upon the
condition of the Jep L of C, in his Opinion 1t was not
sultable for jeep transport NORTH of SULAMATI CROSSING.

1800 Suspected Jap movement seen on semi-bald feature NORTH of
PALLTERS HILL. A section Brom AVERY'!'s POST immediately
investigabed the area, then being relieved by a section
from PALLIER's HILL which occupied the area for the night.
No Japs were seen.

2100 The I O reported to Brigade I O on Lieut LEVETT's patrol
During the day Lieut A L SARGENT, Sgt D CHRISP and 2 ORs
marched out to the SUBVERSIVE (OPS Unit.

26 0715 The Adjutant (Cept S Y BISSET)BML (Capt GORDON) Lieut

J R GREENWOOD (1L0O) and 2 ORs moved out to meke a round
trip through LEVETT's POST via WATSON's TRACK along the
Jap L of C to 2/16 Aust Inf Bn position and return by the
L of C.

0830 "A" Coy provided two standing patrols, the first one
section from 9 Pl moving to SILVERS HILL and the other
of two sections from 8 Pl relleved Lieut A W THOMSON!s
section at HALF BALD FEATURE both patrols to be of three
days duration. Lieut THOMSON!s sectlion returned to
PALLIERt's HILL. |

0830 Cept I W HAMILTON and party returned from AVERY's POS3T.
Capt HAMILTON made a complete report of his patrol
activities to the CO and I O. The reports on tracks
investigated during the last four days had at this stage
considerably cleared up the confuslion that had existed
previously regarding the various routes. 4 P1 and 5 Pl
from HQ Coy continued work slong the L of C to GUY's POST.
Natives were attached to the party to assist in this work

(4ppx) !

F
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KUMBARUM 26 0915 An escort of 14 men from MVMG Pl under Sgt ROUTLEDGE
accompanied Maj-Gen VASEY on his visit to the 2/16 Aust
Inf Bn area. The party returned at 1615 hrs.

0915 Word received from Lieut YOUNG!'! that his patrol had
sighted & party of approximately 15 Japs at half an hours
distance NE from LEVETTS POST. The enemy had fled NORTH
without firing a shot. The Adjutant, who had at this
time reached LEVETT's POST, communicated with the CO and
i1t was decided that Lieut YOUNG would contlnue to patrol
along the track to a position near HAMILTON!s RIDGE, and
here remain to hold and observe. As 1t seemed likely
that a stronger force would be needed to do the
necessary task allotted to Lieut YOUNG, the CO thought a
coy strength would be preferable. The 2/2 Pioneser Bn
who were to come under command of 21 Aust Inf Bde and
occupy & post in this area were not expected to arrive
for several davys. Lieut R R WATSON communicated the CO!'s
opinion to the Brigadier who confirmed that a coy should
be sent.

1130 CO communicated the intention to Capt BISSET who instructed
Sgt BURLING B, then at LEVETT's FPOST to recce the area for
the coy and to gain all possible information to pass to the
Coy Comd when he arrived. Capt BISSET at this time moved
on along the L of C towards2/16 Aust Inf Bn.

1200 CO issued orders to Capt O'DAY who was to take "D" Coy to
relieve 7 Pl. The coys task was to recce the track NORTH
from LEVETT's POST to gain alliinformation about it and
decide on its possibllities as a foot or a jJeep L of C.

In addition the patrol was to engage any enemy force
consistent with its own strength. They would be relieved
when 2/2 Pioneer Bn arrived in the area. - The coy was to
carry three days rations with a supplementary supply to be
carried later on by the natives.

1205 WO II BUTCHER F W reported the 8 Pl standing patrol to be
in position. He also handed in a document talten from a
dead Jap on the HALF BAID Feature together with a Jap 2"
lortar ané an anti-psrsonnel mine.

1255 "D" Coy moved out to follow the route through AVERY's POST
and along WATSON's TRACK.

1550 Communication Tfrom LEVETT'!'s POST revealed that Lieut
YOUNG hed established a base about 100 yards NORTH from
bhe post, and had pushed forward a patrol to a position
considered easy to hold and giving clear observation of
the track. One Jap not of The party previously seen, had
been killed by this patrol. By 1100 hrs the remainder of
LEVATTS patrol had returned from DUMPU, and for the rest
of the day "C" Coy were given the opportunity to clean up
and rest. It was decided that "B" Coy would remain in
their present occupied areas for a futher 24 hours.

1745 Capt 8 Y BISSET and party returned. The Adjutant
confirmed a consilderabvle amount of the track information
already gained.

1800 Lieut YOUNG reported that no further contact had been msade
with the enemy during the afternoon. At this time, "D
Coy were at the GARDENS AREA approximately two hours from
LEVETT's POST. |

1900 Heavy rain fell and intermittent showers fell throughout
the night. During the day Lieut GARNHAM returned to unit
from MDS and was posted to 6 Pl HQ Coy to take over
transport duties.

A 0700 DNo change in coy dispositions for the day. 13 P1 of "o
Coy under Sgt GRAHAM D R escorted the carrier train
taking supplies to "D" Coy at LEVETT's POST. This excort
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1000

1745
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07195

0850

084395

1500

1800

2000

0730

1630

1730

2000

0800
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Patrnl was to return to KUMBARUM the following day.

'D" Goy arrived at LEVETT!'s FPOST.

The coy patrol based at LEVETT's POST while 16 Pl under
Lieut A R AVERY moved up along the track to the NE towards
HAMILTON's RIDGL. At 1000 hrs Lieut AVERY took over from
Lieut YOUNG at this position.

7 Pl with Lieut YOUNG in charge reported back to this area,
when a full report of the patrol was given to the CO (Appx)
Heavy rain started to fall before lunch and continued on
throughout the day and night.

2 Pl supplied the escort to carrier traln moving to 2/16
Aust Inf Bn.

CO (Maj P E RHODEN) I O and 3 ORs with a party from
Brigade including Capt HOLLEY (LO) and a LONDON TINES War
Correspondent (MORRISON) made the trip to 2/16 Aust Inf Bn
following the new L of C and returned via BEVERADGE's POST
throuch 2/27 Aust Inf Bn at GUY's POST. The adjutants
and T O's of each unit passed on all topographical
information and all news of the enemy in the vicinity.

The party returned to our area at 1740 hrs.

"g" Coy relieved "B" Coy from most of the standing
positions - Coy HQ on KING's HILL, 2 sections of 15 Pl on
PAILLTER's HILL, 1 Sgt and 10 ORs of 15 Pl at AVERY's POST
and 1 Cpl and 8 men on HALF BALD HILL. This last named
section relieved "A" Coy patrol at HALF BALD HILL while a
section from 3 Pl changed over with the section of "A" Coy
on SILVER's HILL. Two sections from HQ Coy also relieved
"B Coy's guard at the artillery.

Lieut SMITH of the 2/2 Pioneer Bn, who had moved up into
the 21 Aust Inf Bde area, visited Capt BISSET and obtained
all the information concerning the situation at LEVETT's
POST to where the Pioneers were to move the following day.
Brigade informed of the information from "D" Coy patrol.
Briefly, 16 Pl had patrolled along the track to YOUNG's
SADDLE (HAMILTON!'s RIDGE). No enemy were encountered but
a Jap Look-out was observed in a tree at approximately
810620. 3 natives from BERRINGEE were found, and held Ior
later interrogation. A further patrol from "D¥ Coy
located the track WEST of LEVETT!s POST leading NORTH
(previously mentioned in Cept BISSET'!'s report) Capt G O
O'DAY reported that this track would be investigated the
following day.

Although heavy rain had fallen at lunch time, the evening
and night remained fine. ¢

2/2 Pioneer Bn moved through our area én route to LEVETT's
POST area. One section of HQ Coy moved to LAKE FEATURE
as protection to artillery. No other changes were made in
the dispositions of WAW UBM MGH and HQ Coys. Opportunity
was taken throughout the day for erection of shelters and a
general clean up of the battalion area, of personnel,
equipment and of clothing.
Report from "D Coy gave the activities of the patrols for
the day. One moved along BISSET's TRACK (between LEVETT!s
and MOTO's POSTS) starting from Ref 763604, advanced to
Ref 761627. The track was stated to be a well made mule
track in better condition than the L of C track. At
761627 there was a large clearing, burnt out huts and one
Jap track thousht to be 7 hrs old. From here the track
continued NORTH. Three bridges were crossed in the area
traversed, the second being partially destroyed.
Lieut McILROY with a party of 16 "X"-1list personnel and one
Eﬂnattachﬂd marched in. Lieut MeILROY was posted to 15 Fl
C" Coye.
Heavy rain again fell and continued on for several hours.

All coys remained in the same positions for the day. 4 Pl

- - :
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KUMBARUM 30 0800 Tk/A from HQ Coy was moved out to guard the MDS situated
(contd) near BEBHET. The sectlon guarding the lake artillery were
relieved and returned to HQ Coy lines. 5 Pl were engaged
in the erection of a Field Bakery in Brigade area.

1000 The Brigade Comd (Brig I DOUGHERTY) and BM (Maj S OWEN)
visited the area. The Brigadier in his talk to lMajor
RHCODEN expressed his sppreciation of the patrol work done
by this battalion during the past three weeks. The
Brigadier moved through the area and chatted to various
personnel working in lines.

1400 A blaze mark copied from BISSET's TRACK L of C Junction
was translated to read MULE TRAIL TO KANKIRYO. The copy of
this had been sent down to "D" Coy patrol. "D" Coy
patrol when returned from BISSET JUNCTION to LEVETT's POST
sighted four Japs, who fled. After the 2/2 Pioneer Bn
had passed through to LEVETT!'s POST the tracks of tThe Japs
were again seen on the L of C. 2/2 Pioneer Bn arrived at
LEVETT's POST and took up a position there at 1700 hrs.

1900 Coy Comds conference. One thing discussed was the value
of the new fd operational ration. Samples were handed
round and the general opinion was that it was made up 1in
an excellent ration both for food value and taste. The se
points would overcome the slight disadvantage of the
additional weight. The CO pointed out to the Coy Comds
that it seemed likely that the unit would remain in 1its
present static positionfor some time. In view of this all
coys should ensure that the physical condition of troops
should be kept at a high standard, furthermore any
additional specialist training required should be given
when opportunity permitted 1it.

2200 Rain agein fell during the night, continuing for two hours.

81 0730 Section from 7 Pl under Sgt GREAVES escorted the native
carrier train to 2/16 Aust Inf Bn. This party returned
at 1615 hours.

0750 One section of MMG Pl under Cpl WEBB R D escorted carriers
to 2/2 Pioneer Bn.

0830 "A" Coy moved out to relieve "C" Coy on the standing
patrol and obsgservation posts. 7 P1 HQ and two sections
occupled THREE PIMPLES HILL. Coy HQ and one section of
8 P1 on KINGS HILL. 8 Pl HQ and one section on PALLIER'!s
HILL. Two sections of 9 Pl on HALF BALD HILL and 9 Pl HQ
and one section at AVERY's POST. 5 ORs from 7 Pl plus
one signaller to SILVER's HILL. OC (Capt C L McINNES)
and 6 ORs remg@ined in "A" Coy HQ Area. The sections
moving to the high features were instructed to watch for
possible signals from a BOOMERANG A/C which had not 3
returned from a TAC/R over enemy territory the previous J
afternoon.

0900 Church Perade, Communion Service conducted in BHQ Area by
Padre FINLAY. A party of ten men from S5 and 5 Pls
continued work in the construction of field bakery.

1630 Lieut A R AVERY with 16 Pl returned from LEVETT!s POST.
This platoon had been on a two days patrol fron this base
along the Jap mule track to KANKIRYO. Lieut AVERY made a
report of the track to the CO.

1740 Capt G O O'DAY with the remsinder of "D" oy returned to
unit ereas A full report of the "D" Coy patrol is
attabhed ¢ | : o
The uni% ggagﬂgi?%%ggainﬂa leaving BOOTLESS BAY AREA had
at this stage reached a high total. Malaria evacuations
to 31 OCT 43 numbered 121, while 4 Offrs and 138 ORs had
been evacuated other causes. 1 OR had died of dlisease.
Bettle casualties totalled KIA 8, DIED OF WOUNDS 3, |
WOUNDED IN ACTION 2 Offrs 12 ORs.

1800 A light shower of rain fell, but a fine cool night

followed.
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le Patrol Reports

2 Bn Dispositions = October 43.

3« Log of Messages = IN & OUT Oct 43.

4. Information from PsW and captured documents.
S¢A FININTEGU SHEET 1 3 63,360

5.8 DUMPU SHEET 13 63,3560

€« AF WS008

Te AF W3009

8¢ LOB Group - WAR DIARY OCTOEER 43,

e
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PATROL REPORTS

Patrol Type Date Made by
A FIGETIHG 6 OCT Lieut JACKSON E "c" Coy

B 7 OCT Lieut PALLIER N W T A" Coy
C " 8 OCT Lieut YOUNG N H A" Coy
D RECCE 9 OCT ILisut GARNHAM K E AT Coy
B “ 10=12 OCT Lieut AVERY AR DY Coy
F Summary of

Events 11-15 OCT "B" Coy
G RECCE 11 OCT Cpl WAKEFIELD "D" Coy
H FIGHTING 15 OCT Capt C L McINNES *A" Coy
I RECCE 17-18 OCT Lieut N H YOUNG "A" Coy
J Diary and

Recce 21=25 OCT Capt I W HAMILTON and

Lieut P M I LEVETT Heh Coy

K Diary and _

Recce 25 OCT Lieut P M I LEVETT "c" coy
L Recce 28 Oct Lieut A R AVERY PR Coy
M Recce 28«31 OCT Lieut A R AVERY D" Coy
N Recce 25«27 OCT Lieut N H YOUNG A" Coy

--""-..,.‘

\

.
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0700

0920

0930
1000

1150

1230

1530

1400

1430

1500

SUMMARY OF EVSENTS AND INFORMATTION

0 Group conference. Complete orders were lissued for
battalion move to WAMPUN. CO then outlined anticipated

plans of action.

(a) for destruction of any enemy force met during the
crossing of the valley to WAMPUN.

(b) for destruction of any enemy force at WANMPUN

(¢) for unopposed occupation of WAMPUN. 1
Battalion commenced move from bivouac area SE of GUSAP
River. Oorder of march: "A" Coy, Comd Group, (incl.
arty F0O, Lisut ROSS), "B","D","C" Coys, BHQ and HQ

Coy (incl native carriers).

Battalion commenced crossing bridge over GUSAP River.
Tieut HALL and one platoon Papuan Inf Bn (under comd
2/1I4 Bn ) joined HQ Coy to act as interpreters
KATIGULANY 2 was reached and misleading information as to
the exlistence of a direct track to WAMPUN caused a
delay while CO and Adjutant recced the area for tracks.
Battalion resumed march to WAMPUN breaking a direct
track through the kunal grass. The watercourses
crossed in the middle of the flat valley were dry.

A ten minute halt was made when forward troops reached
a slight ridge from which a recce ©of WAMPUN through
glasses was made. On resumption of march "A" Coy
commenced to deploy, and when 1500 yards from WAWPUN
was fully deployed and moving 300 yards anead of tThe
second cCOYe.

WAMPUN was occupied without opposition. In

accordance with plan (c) comd group remained in the +
village, "A" Coy proceeded glong the track WAMPUN-KORAM
to occupy the area about 1000 yards NW, "B" Coy moved
into position astride the track and creek EAST of
WAVMPUN, snd "B" Coy stopped on the creek immedistely
NORTH of WAMPUN. Reports from "B" and "D" Coys
indicated that there was no water near the village. e
The troops still had water, but the native carriers,
who had none, had had a hot days carry, had not eaten
since the previous day, and could not cock their rice
ration without water. The CO decided that, if no
water was obtainable nearby, either the battalion must
move on in the afternoon to stkike water on the route
to the next days objective, or water must be carried to
WAMPUN from KAIGULAN 2 by jeep.

Ieaving the Adjutant to settle "C" and HQ Coys in their
allotted areas, the CO left with a water recee party
(Sgt PRYOR and Ptes BENNETT, WATSON and TRAPP) from

DM Coy to see if water could be found in or beyond "AM
Coys area. On the way out the recce party met a
runner from "A" Coy on his way into WAMPUN, but saw no
more of "A" Coy. The map showed the KORAM track
running W into high ground, but as the main track
continued along the flat "A" Coy had turned off to the
NORTH to occupy the higher ground approximately 1000 yds
NNW of WAMPUN.

After travelling about 2000 yds the CO's recce party
sighted a banana plantation. It seemed likely to be on
a branch of the BIWI River, and a possible solution of
the water problem, so 1t was decided to recce 1t before
turning back. When sbout 250 yards away the recce
party noticed troops moving about in the plantetion

~quite openly and bresking down banana leaves, As these

troops ignored the approach of the recce party, then in
full view, it was assumed that they were portion of "al
Cove. The banana plantation was astride the track
merging into a belt of vegetation which stretched SW
across the valley., A scattered line of trees ran from
the NE end of the plantation in a 8SE direction about ;
100 yards from the track and parallel to it. The.track

ran NW to the plantation through kunal grass, a patchy

RCDIGT025201
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RAMU 4 1500 regrowth after fire vﬂrying from 2 feet to 4ifeet in
VALLEY (contd) helght. When between 120 and 150 yards from the

plantation the recce party came under fire from LNG's
and rifles both from the plantation ahead and the line
of trees on the right, and immediately scattered in the
orass. The CO, wounded in the thigh, could erawl only
with difficulty, and Sgt PRYOR, himself wounded in the
chin and chest, wanted to drag him back. But with the
fate of the nthar three unknown, the CO ordered Sgt
PRYOR to return to the nearest company with information
as to the strength and position of the enemy. On his
way out, Sgt PRYOR met Pte BENNETT, unwounded, who
elected to stay forward to proteect the CO. Enaﬂare of
the presence of this Hﬂhpﬂrt the CO crawled amother
100 yards into longz gPass gbout 250 yards from the
plantation and 100 yds from the enemy in the trees,
being wounded in the left hand on the way. He
confirmed his impressions of the strength and positions
of the enemy by listening to their firing and shouting.
Szt PRYOR, after crawline 500 yads reached the first ary
watercourse to the rear, and got up to run along the " .
track. He then saw Pte WATSON 200 yds ahead of him,
and Bte TRAPP was still farther ahead, both of them
unwounded. The firing died down and the enemy making a
cursory examination of the ground where the recce party
was turned back did not come far enough to find the CO
or Pte RENNET. On receiving Sgt PRYOR's report, '"DU
Coy immediately sent out a patrol of ten under Lieut

A R AVERY to contact the CO and bring him to safety

The Adjutant instructed "D" Coy to send out a platoon
to deal with the enemy.

1610 Capt ¢ O O'DAY (OC "D" Coy) and the Adjutant moved out
with this platoon. The Adjutant and RSM contacted WAN
Coy, a forward patrol of which, under Lieut PALLIER, had
located the directlion of the firing but could see nothing
of the action, although they had seen PRYOR, WATSON and
TRAPP 1000 yds ahead on their way backe. HA" Coy was
instructed to secure the high ground stretching along for
a distance of approximately 1500 yds. on the right of

' the scene of operationse.

1650 TLieut AVERY's fighting patrol contacted the CO and Pte
BENNETT. Firing broke out afpbesh when the enemy
detected the patrol and indicated that the enemy's left
flank was still in the same position amongst the trees.
The CO relayed instructions by Lieut AVERY!s 536 set,
through Capt O'DAY To the Adjutant, to send forward "D"
Coy and "A" Coy for an attack, "D" on the left, "A" on
the right, and to ask brigade to send water up by jeep
if none had yet been found in WAMPUN area. \Vhen the
Adjutant (returning to "D" Coy HQ) received these

. instructions, "A" Coy had already been given its mission
on the high ground and "C" Coy had been detalled to go
forward in support of "D" Coy. The €O was advised of
this modification of plan, and was also told that a
stretcher party had reached the watercourse 500 yds to the
rear of him. However, as he could not move far, and as
it would unnecessarily endanger the lives of valuable men
to have a stretcher party come forward to him, he |
ordered the stretcheér party to walt where it Waa until he
could drive home the attack, which he could direct from
his forward pogition.

1700 Capt O'DAY reached the CO for information snd orders.

As only two hours of daylight remained, and only one
platoon had so far reached the watercourse, no attemnt

' was made to send troops round to cut off the enemy's line '
of retreat, that task being left to "A" Coy if they could -
swing round far enough in time. The CO's immediate :
concern was to attack the enemy as soon as possible, 1t

o — _g-—-;;‘-.-——---;m -
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being anticipated that they might withdraw on the

approach of our larger forces; Dt oy was therefore
ordered to attack with two platoons, 1ts objective being
the banana plantetion from the SW. The enemy's <,

strencth was s8tilll estimated at not more than two
?lataana, but should thev prove strong enough to hold

" GCoys athtack, "C" Coy should arrive in time to
attack the anﬂmy's left flank.
Capt O'DAY having collected his two platoons in the
watercourse led them round to the left and commenced
his attack..
Enemy fire was now concentrated on "D" Coy!'s attagk and
stretcher bearers came up to the €0, adjusted dressings,
and, crawling, dragred him on a stretcher for 150 yds
tnrough the cress before risinc and carrying him back
to the water-course.
At the watereourse the CO found "C" Coy had arrived
under command of TLieut P M I LAVETT. As the firing
indicated that UD" Coy was already pressing in its
attack, the "00"quickly gave Lieut LEVETT the necessary
lnfnrmatinn and sent "C" Coy in through the scattered
line of trees on the right to @poll the enemy's left
flank back on to the plantation. In the meantime the
two platoons of "D" Coy, well led by Capt O'DAY,
pressed in their attack with speed and determination,
sustaining a few casualties but killing one officer and
eleven other enemy and driving the rest back 1n disorder.
"o coy met with little opposition and killed eleven
more of the enemy, running away from "D Coy, and had
no casualties themselves. Lieut GARNHAM's platoon of
"A" Coy accounted for two more of the runaways, and

the following morning one more was killed and one
wounded man taken prisoner. Totzl ¥enemy casualties were
1 Officer and 25 | killed, 1 OR wounded and POW. Our
casualties totalled 1 Officer and 6 ORs wounded; WX 15
Lt=col R HONNER, GSW left thigh and hand; VX 15226 Sgt
PRYOR T (&, GSW throat and chest; TX 5330 A/Cpl ALLEN 4 A
GSW both legss; VX 77838 Pte PEDRANA P, GSW backs MXTVYL77
Pte EVANS W A, GSW right hand; QX élSOS Pte BAILEY N O,
GSW chest; NX113537 Pte MORIARTY G H (remaininc on duty)
The CO having been carried back to WANPUN handed over
the command there to Cept T W HAMITTON. The enemf
yasitinn.had been cleared and our Toys were dug in with
'C" Coy and "D" Coy right and left forward coys
respectively, "A" Coy on the high ground protecting the
right flank, HQ Coy and PHQ (less Comd Gp and RAP)
approximately 200 yards SOUTH of "a" coy HQ, "B" Coy in
WAMPUN village area for rear protection. Battalion
Comd Group and RAP remained in WAMPUN to facilitate
evacuation of casualties. The Adjutant had checked on
water in "A" Coy area earlier in the afternoon and had
digcovered that there was sufficlient nearby to sunply
the battelion. "A" Coy was instructed to lmprove the
woter point and assist in supplying water to the other
coys. There was now no need to transport water from
KATCULAN 2 thouch some was sent forward.
The CO was evacuated from the RAP by jeep topether with
Sgt PRYOR and one other walking wounded. The
remaining two stretcher cases and on® walking wounded
were evacuated by a second jeep two hours later.
The RAP remained in WAMPUN for the night while Capt
HAMILTON, with the Adjutent and other elements of Comd
Group mﬂ¥eﬂ to BHQ area. A report on the actlon was
submitted to Brigade Ly line. ESxecept for a breakdown
of wireless communication with "A" Coy (necessitating
the Adjutant's personal contact with that Coy at approx
1615 hrs) communications throughout the day had been

goode The Sig Pl did excellent work in establishing
1ina communication between all coys, beine at work till

S
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= e WAR ey ok P
Day 1-2 Z "C"COY DIARY 21/ 24 OCT 43 '
PLACE DATE TIME SUMMARY OF EV ENT'S AND INFORMAT ION REMARKS

210ct 0830 Capt HAMILTON and party left 2/14 to proeeed
towards 2/16 Area,
1130 Party halted on FARTA River to eat while OC and T man
went forward to try and locate new track from FARTA
River to 2/16 . Track could not be located so T man
went forward to, contact 2/27 and get position of track
1305 Patrol moved off and started climbing upBUFFALO RIDGE
Going up trac k was ver y difficult and in places men
had to pull t hemselves up steep slippery banks
with roots et e,
1600 Patrol reached top of BUFFATO RIDGE and OC went
forward to contact 2/16 B n
1630 Moved through 2/16 area and moved along Ja p mule
track to a position approx 1000 yds from their area
1730 Reached posit ion and relieved SP of 2/16 at
villxage 723613. Through night voices and
movement were heard down gully below our positions
| NOT identified.
OCT 22 0830 Patrol moved out xXexx from position along mile
track running approx Wast, Mule trackvery mmddy in
places with s tray pieces of harness and Jap Equip.
along track,
0900 Party halted 734614 near old Jap, position and
while investigating positionsOC found well definite
recently used fdnttiizﬁing Oft LW Irom mule track
Further investigations fnuﬁg track leading South to
O mew: track crossed mule track, Four men sent
out Lo invest igate North track with 1/ 4 hour out
and on return ing reported that track appeared to lead on
to high featu re Worth of 2/16 posiivions.
mwovement alon § track siow owing to heavy going and
also keeping a goodlookout oy forward scouts,
1105 Head oif pairol reachea UxIA Kiver and 0OC immeaiacely
sent oul recce parties to establish if the area

was nP3 Small bridge over river. 2i/ ¢ and Pl
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PIACE DATE TIME SUMMARY OF EVE NP'S AND INFORMATION _ REMARKS

®8 1105 were to leave OC at the voint and proceed along
track running South. Pa trol was sent forward to try &
and find track and report back to 2 i/e that track
was foundsd

1330 2i/ec and Pl left to proces d along track but track
went along for about 500 yards then netered outy so
party returned and again sent out recce parties
to try and loc ate track. Patrols were not successful.
One patrol pro ce~ded wown river for approx 1 mile
but returned w ithout having found track.

1430 Section patrol under Cpl REICHMAN sent along mule
track to try and find and investigate 2ny tracks and
also to envistigate enemy positions which were sighted
earlier by one of 2 i.c's patrols. Section Patrol sens
back along track to DADI to establish line communic-
ations.

1600 Cpl REICHMAN'S Patrol returned and reported having
found deserted Jap Positions at point Ref 751621
Positions were well dug in with boxes of grenades
and ammunition stacked along side féx holeso. Jap
grave was also found which appeared to be only 4 to
5 davs old.

1930 Patrol establishing line communications returned
but wire was f ound to be too short to reach our
positionse

23 0830 Cpl HAMPTON an d section patrolled back along mule
track to in#estigate track leading Worth discovered
previous day. Sgt MIITER and 4 ORs patrolled forward
along mule tra ck'fo find and investigate possible
Jap Track lead ing North from Mule Track. A Patrol
of 4 mﬁved Nor th along River from KP3,

0900 Cpl TURNLEY an d 4 ORs contacted 2/16 Bn in an
endeavour to obtain extra wire for line communications.
All patrols were late starting this morning owing
to lack of com munications with BHQ, Sigs experiencing
difficulty in making contact during night.

¥ 1545 |
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PLACE DATE TIME SUMMARY OF EVENTS AND INFORMAT ION REMAR KS

1545 Cpl ON'S Patrol returned reporting that

positions were dug all along track and at
aporox Y000 yards fresh Jap footprints were
noticed in mmde. Fo otprints were leadingrdéwn
track,were estimated to have been made by

6 men, then turned back.Patrol proceeded along
track climbing all the way and reached a noint
where Japs had rec entxylcamned. Fires were still
hot so position had apparently been vacated just
Eefnre our troops arrived. Footprints were lost
here, patrnl+searched for poss ible track leading
from position without success and Patrol Teader
agssumed that Japs had scattered into the bush.
Pogition probably used as Observation Post as it
commanded view of 2/14, 2/16 and 2/27 Bns. No

enemy sighted.

1615 Sgt MILLER and pat rol returned but they could not
find track.

Oct 24 0800 Capt HAMIITON and party went out on patrol along
mule track to KP4 to try and find possible track
leading North.

0830 Sgt MITILFR and sec tion patrolled back along track
previously investigsted by Capt HAMIITON to confirm
if place was us=d as 0P, Map Ref 730623,

1545 Sgt MILLER and'pat rol zeturned and reported same
as previous patrol and he also tried to pinpoint
position on map.

1745 Capt HAMIITON retu rned and reporte 4 that he had found
possible second L. Of C of Japs., After patrol started
they came across a very big dumvning point at 7560 and
consideredthat pos sibly KP4, Many large dumps and
huts were in the area, PFrom that point a t rack runs
East for 1000 yds then turns Nort'h and another runs
approx S.Be 2bout 500 yds further on. At this point
0C patrol met 2 ijfc patrol. 2 1 'c patrolwent along South

track and OC went along east track.

d
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| ., PATROL DIARY O F__ 15 P1 C Coy 2/14 Aust Inf Bn
OBJECT -J£<'

Appx 1 (K)

To recce track followed by 2/33 Bn and to find out whether
it 1s suitable for jeep track.

Ref ~ DUMPU 1" 1 mile Patrol Comd Lieut P LEVETT

e —— = = — e e . — — —— e —— ————

TIME DATE SUMMARY OF EV ENTS AND IN FORMATTON

e m— - — m . & e

e

1130 25 Oct Arrived at UR TIA RIVER - 746618 Sgt's GORE'S
section recce'd KP 3, Position looked as though
it had not been occupied for about a2 weck,
It consisted of well built fox-holes and huts
Respirators w ere disgarded and a good deal of
Ammo left lying about.

1300 Reported area clear of Japs, Two ors and Int. Guide

moved up trac k for 2bout 900 vds to look for 2 branch
track to the right going in a Southern direction.

2/55 Ln were supposed to have gone due sSouth from KP3

1250-1300 Lunch at rive r,
1330 Pl moved alon d L of C for approx 1 mile but as track
still followed Fasterly direction returned to UriA niver
1450 -1700 Arca vicinity 746618 was scoured for sign of
tracke 3 Rec ce patrols were sent out wthont success.
1730 Decided to st ay in area for nizsht.
0200 24 Oct 435 Sgt's GORE'S secthon with Int guide sent out an
patrol along L of C - Object to,move along track for

approx 1 1/2 hour and try to fing track branching

to sonth,
1230 Returned to B ivou2e area no success.
1330 By this time a line was sent through frﬁm.z/lﬂ

Bn positions. Ames-age was received from the Adjt

that track may be three or four hours ahead along

L of C
1345 The P1 moved off along track again.
1700 Arrived at an other KP on river shown on map

This was as f ar as the patrol had gone in the morning
It was though t thatthis was really KP 3 as it was bigger

than prewious XP, Made camp for tonight.

1900 Scouted area in case track 1#ft this posn. Amule was
gseen in area.
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DATE TIME

28

{0630

2,
SUMMARY OF EVENTS AND INF ORMATION

0630
0800

1200

1315

1415

1420
1600
1700
26
0800

0900

. 0915

0930
0935
0945
T030

1145
1300

1315
1600
1715

Reveille
Moved off - track very mu ddy and steep during morning.

Tunch near KP4, Boong and dog tracks were geen during morning.
At lunch time a native was seen running into bush. A patrol was
gent out to try and find him but was unsuccessful. In thiﬁ area
a horse in bad condition was found.

Moved off - s ruck traﬁk branching off to the right. Here 1.0.
was met, gave information about track. Here the I. of C took a
distinect turn to Sounth,
KP4 Reached., Very dirty. No sign of Japs. (food track leading

North from here patrolled by Capt HA MILTON,

Track very muddy, now going downhill. Going difficult, track still
going South.

Stopped at 792585 for nig ht,

Reveille

Moved off

Reached another KP,'dirty state

Track improved considerab ly. Reached 2/33 Bn Cemetery at 801554,

Pagsed a dnmp of 3" Morta r bombs
Passed dump of 20 grenade s, tin hats left by 2/ 33 Bn
Reached clearing - old Ja
Sighted SURINAM RIVER,

Crossed river 785532 - In nch

Moved off, followed track along river
Recrossed river 738498

Reached DUMPU, Here Pl was left for night. OC returned to unit

by Jeep.

LIEDUT IFEVETT'S REPORT

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Jap IT. of C unsuitable for jeens,

p defensive position. 4 bridges crossed.
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L R ECCE REPORT APPX 1 (&)

DATEs 28 OCT 43

STRENGTH: 16 Pl. Strength 15 under Comd It AVERY.. Time out: 0800 hrs
~Time Tn: 1700 hrs,

OBJECT s Ascertain direction, con dition and other inform&tion concer
. ni
track from HAMITTON'S PO ST Rasterly to vicinity of SURIHAMZRI#%R.

ANSWER ¢ Track recced to a point about 1% miles Kasterly on high spur.

FENEMY ¢ Abbut 14 miles 2l ng track Jan was seen up a tree distance 600
yards across gorge, who on seeing our movement disappneared.

TRACKs Small foot pad, steep gr adients and leads onto va
which are tributaries of the SURINA M RIVER (W;i:;ugzngrgg§a
About one mile from HAMI LTON'S TOST the track headed ENE (Aporox)
up a high spur. This track is not shown on mane A mile an hour
would be good travelling for men lizhtly equippedn

WATFRCOURSES: All are fordable and fast running in a NE to E direction.

T IMF %gogcgris ¢ C GOSSCHATK Pte
~ | Int Sec DUPO

No map references can be given until further inf
ormation
concerning accuracy of m ap used is ascertained,

Track appears to be orig inal native =
localities., & ative pad connecting various

_-‘L |
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' REGCE REPORT

APpx 1 (m)
IY‘ BY DUPO 16 and 17 Pls FROM LFVETT'S POST,

T™ME OUT: 0845 hrs 28mOCT 43

TIME IN: 1630 hrs 31 OCT 43

STRT'NGTH s 1 Offr 2 Sigs 2 ORs 2 Carriers. Pl Comd: Lieut AVERY

MAP Y8FDs: DUMPU 1" to 1 mile

OBJECT To ascertain t he direction, condition and nature of

track leading to North amd approx 1 3/4 miles West from
LEVETT'S POST along I of C to 2/16 Bn

ANSWER Found to be ma in KANKIRYO Mule Track in good condition am
going approx N orth,

ENEMY 4 stray Japs e ncountered near KATKIRYO Turn-off who
promptly went bush. |

TRACK Is definitely a mule track with extensive side cuttings
and numeroud b ridges crossing main creeks, The track is
in good condition as it has not been used for a few weeks
There is evidence of a hurried retreat by Japs along track
by the presenc e of dumped equipment. The track continues
North to a point about 1% miles where a Jap Staging Camp
had been erect ed but now burnt down. The track would
become very mu ddy and di fficult with extensive usage.
One or two fai rly steep gradients are encountered to

this Jap Staging Camp and two native gardens are passed
through to this stage.,The largest bridge on track towards
staging Camp has been destroved by Jans and at one or

two points it would appear that the Japs have fallen

two or three 1 arge trees across track to impede our
movements. Fro m a yiiiwmk point 2bout 1% miles from the
main turn-off and where the burnt huts are already
described the track continues for about 1 1/3rd miles
going up a fairly steep grade., Another track leading

North was noti ced about 1 mile from Jap burnt Camp and
not far from t he place reached before Pl had to return,

a mule track g oing West towards (presumed) 2/16 Bn area.
On the return Jjourney past the Jap burnt camp it was
noticed that a mther small fobt bridge h2d been destroved
while the patr 0l was forward

WATFRCOURSES - Various small and three fairly large creeks, all
fordable were crossed - running to the SW (URIA RIVER).

TIME: 000 hrs
2 NOV 43 G C GOQSCHAIK Pte
Int Section PURQO ) Ley
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PATROL R EPORT

P" STRENGT H 1-30 DATE 27 Oect 43
1 Boong Carrie r

Patrol Comd Lieut I YOUWG
Map used ULUMPU  1.63360

TIME UUT -  O830Lf25 TIWE IN - 17301y 27

nOULE OUT -
Up URIA River following right tributary to WATSON'S TRACK

hence to, LEVETT'S POST.

ROUTE IN =
Returning same way.

COMMUNICAT ION -
Wire was laid by party o f 5igs and Boong carriers, travelling

with patrol, to LLVHIT'S POul. Contact was maintasined within
the patrol with two 108 Sets,
OBm.-

To leave one section as base at LEVETT'S POST and proceed with

twosections up HAMILTON' S TRACK going NNE and receesald track
over The DIVIDE. The time to be two days out and two days back
frmlLEVETT 'S POST.

ANSWER - .
Owing to patrol meeti ng Fnemy within ILEVETTS POST. I was

ordered é&n the mnfnin g of the 26th to occupy The DIVIDE
top Map Ref 778608 now known 28 YOUNG'S SADDLE (HAMILTONS
RIDGE). This was dén e by 1200L f26. On being relieved
by 16 P1 to return to LEV TT'S POST and contact the balance
of D Goy. This was done by 1100T./27. Returned to camp
1730%/27.

ENEMY

i ;arty of Japs were met 10 minutes out from LEVEITS POST
conservativeestimated strength 10 to 15 althéugh forward
scouts claim there were 20 to 30 . No shots were fired and mxid
evidently Japs disper sed tO the low ground west of track
Single Japs were seen around LEVETT'S POST and another
observed from YOTTHG'S SADDTE about 20 minuted up track.
The Japs were prnh_ahl y of the same D atfty encounted early
along the tracke. On e Jap was killed by patrol within LEVETT'S

- POST This Jap was ev idently not one of the force met .
NATURE OF COUNTRY - |
| Mostly hilly to steep and climbing nearly 211 the way

From YOUNGS SADDLE on e looks dowm on 211 but the highest
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PATROL REPORT
NATURE OF COUNTRY -

P;_ge 2

features and looking NE across about a 900 ft gorge into very
pr zcipiceous, rugged country, possibly the watershed to the
' BANAG? RIVER,
TRACKS =-

The travk up,from the URIA Riv er proved to be fairly hard going
for fully loaded troops. Total time up was 7 hours, including
halts = 4 hours from the river., The track up from LEVETT ! SPOST
up to YOUNG'S SADDLE was an easy grade avprox 3/4 a mile taking 1 hour
Returning we foun € the TRIA R IVER in part flood 2 nd difficult
to ford. Taking three hours al ond river té camp.
VEGETATION -
Mostly timbered with occasiomdl YUNR! spurs.
WATER COURSES =

Apart frm small creeks running towards URIA RIVFR nothing of M%.
REMARKS -

In my opinion LEVETT'S POST an d the approach 2long well used tracks
over YOUNG'S SADDLE is of strategic value and occupied by us

in time to forestall the same move by the Japse.._ That of the re-
occupying this area, Japd en countered probably slept at

LEVETTS TPOST area on the night of the 25 Oct 43,

Signed N H YOUNG
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5 f”’//% &.,7 FIELD RETURN OF OFFICERS

3o

At 0600 Hrs. Saturdaya / ;ﬂ/lﬂa o

y WESE /. “{* OFFRS B OR'sT® | OFFRS..

PART A.—POSTED STRENGTH, SURPLUS OR REINFORCEMENTS REQUIRED.y., o
: 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 i
W.E. EXCLUDING ATTACKED. | ATTACHED ALLOWED BY W.E. ?
1 i DETAIL.
o
| 4
Lieut.-Colonels ;
Majors
Captains
Lieutenants
Quarter-masters
ALANS. and
AAMWS. Offrs.
Civilians Counting
as Oilrs.

#
A.LP, l C.M.F. AWABSB. | AANEBS A.A.H.W.Ei CIVIL. R.A.N. R.AAP,

i
Analysis of Part A to be| & I sS4 |
shown here by ALL units. =
Only uniis notified in
pers. 10 of insiructions for E.(1)
of form will

complete Part E(1) & E(2).

E.(2) I !

# Insert delall of higher ranks as necessary.
# # Personnel belonging to a category not provided for in the analysis will be shown in this Col. Partleniars will be shown, e.g., 20 U.K. Forces, 10 N.Z. Forces.

PART B.—PARTICULARS OF OFFICERS JOINED OR QU;'?ITE:) DURING WEEK.

m EEE

OFFICERS JOINED DURING WEERK

Nome and Initials. £ Unit Prom. Date. | ATt = AT e
JOBES, Debe Epapl tal : 4P
]
7 F

OFFICERS QUITTED DURING WEERE.
P '_ Name and Initials. Unit To. Date, CAUSE.

———=a — e T s B T

PART C.—DESCRIPTION OF OFFICERS WHOSE RETURN TO. ..o COREE) K8
PARTICULARLY REQUESTED. ...../...../194 ... 2 Bl -
Name and Initials. REMAREKS (e.g., present whereabouts if known).
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| - Army Form W.23008
£/14 Aust Iaf Bn (Adapted) (Page 2)

......... S i st A A A s IRIVED | w mam. 1943)
| . : | T. (Serial No.)

PART D.—NOMINAL ROLL OF OFFICERS ON POSTED STRENGTH

At ﬂﬂﬁl_l Hrs, Saturday 2{19/194!‘ (Total to agree with Columns 4 and 7 of Part A.)

&

Whether o
present Date of

with Unit If not p;e;nt il}tr,;nlt, state Detach-
{Insert o -

Yes or No)

PART E.~NOMINAL ROLL OF OFFICERS ATTACHED FROM OTHER UNITS.

ghitstantive Rank
suad Higher
Army Date of
'I';TI,I::.I':.;T Shiniher. Name and Initials, Unit, Attachment. Nature of Attachment,
[i=id.

E Oet & | % ~ . Capt for
Date u,f Desputﬂ'h : : =2 Gﬂﬁ Wﬂm%nWﬂ:de#;_ Higiaacar <%
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PART A—POSTED STRENGTH, SURPLUS OR REINFORCEMENTS REQUIRED. i
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' W.E. EXCLUDING ATTACHED. ATTACHED ALLOWED BY¥ W.E.
—— m———— DETAIL, - e s -—ves - — ve—
S, | P | e | oo wmecon | g, | oy | ogee | gem
1 | Lieut.-Colonels
2 1 [ Majors
8 |Captains ALNC 1
3 m Lieutenants
i Quarter-masters I
AANS. and
AAMW.S, CHrs,
Civillans Counting
as Qfirs. :
3| 2 | ; 7
psram | | axe | cumr |awas.| aswa AAMIS| IVt | RAN. J BAAP. | &% |  Tovan.
_ A, :
e s g el 52 . i 32
Ouly units notlfied in ; ]
pars. 10 of instructions for [ E.(1) | '
of form will ! = ) 4 it e
compicie Part E(1) & E(2). i ;
E.(3) i
_ML_——-——I - = ez — = 1 = mms -ni[. e Craw' mewempme —am @
4 Insert detall of higher ranks as neceasary, '
# 4 Personnel belonging to a category not provided for In the anclvsiz will be ghewn In thls Ocl. Partlculars will be showsn, e, 20 T, Fovces: 10 M. 2. Foroea.

PART B.—PARTICULARS OF OFFICERS

JOINED

T e N N N G L

.t'Iu'F":l
Wil

OFFICERS Jﬂlmr“w DURING

- e

WEEX

'["1‘1'!"1"."‘
TS T
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A

Data. ]
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R S . TLE_ = W P R

CAUSE,
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