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WAR DIARY or

NAOL L : LR NET R TR Y IRAAERN AN DN
Se P g e, at-efvtt-tbnm‘iiltﬂﬂr::wa:n .

(Erase heading not required.)

Army Form C.2118.
{ Adapted.)

Unit____ 686 INF BN . Date and Time.—From..___ 1 DEC 45 To__ & DEC 45 .
Place. i Date. Hour. % Summ:ry of Events and—;nfurmatiun. o - 1?’;;?:;‘3;2: Ef::f;?ﬁ:’
©  AMBON 1 Dec 0900 | Loocation statement of En sub-unit locations. ~ See appendix 6
0930 Col E.E. mlliaun Wlth party RITOH, KAI and Lﬁhlﬂfdﬂ JROUES
for concentration of Jap;;;;;m;uruea that areas § -
Capt Rowan 2 i/c acting CeO.. | See eppendix 8
: | Dumping continuing PIROR (CERAM) AMBON arees of respomsibild T
| ities. Progreséi;e total J&p stores dﬁﬁggﬁ AMEQON 374 toni. §
| @8 Inf Bde report 280 Japs moving from CLRAILl to LAHA a:}:'ea.""";
These Japs &re members of original lanaing force and are to
| be used to unearth evidence.re mass Executions Aust PW's thalt F
. "_HrEE = B e e ks e e e e b R A A S e e e e -
1520 Explualan occurred during dumping areaocof the Cuallng Wharf
: 1 J&p Lllléa' 2 Auéf wuundeﬁ-; Enqulry prucemdlng.
& wee Q.00 mGhurGh Parade as per unlt'qd{é: ﬁ;;;;I-Bn stand down daftmmuuuﬁee appéndix 8

= mm g s AT EEE T W EE [T R TS T T

o e o oo o e e U 0 B 0 H & e

e e e e T
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WAR DIARY or

(Erase hau.dmg not reqmr&d.)

Army Form C.2118.
{ Adapted.)

Unit 68 1NF BN L Date and Time.—From___© DEC 45 To % DEC 45
Place. Date. Hour. Summary of Events and Information. R;?;:ﬁgiigi Igif::iigfeﬁss:.ﬂ '
ALBON ¢ Dec 45 0900 Loc atatement forwarded ta 33 Inf Bde. Bee &ﬁpEﬂdiK 8
Noes of Jap prlsﬂJ“rE held in Univ Gompuund - T8 See appendix 7
1200 Lt.Marahall pruﬂended to LAnA to supervise work to be dmne See appendix " 4
: by Japaneséméndeavaur¢ng to locete evidence of laes Execut= | g SRR W
) “ions of Aust PW's, T ¥
L 1500 | Lt McEwan took over Comd 9 P1 PIROE. = | 7.
4 Dec 45 0900 82 Japanese with 2@ Jap Officers brought from CERAM %o LAHA- | See appendix &
. _theae Japaﬂgg; were at LAHA at the time of aetion 2/21 En | _
and are to be 1nterrﬂgated regarawng fate of Aust PW's
unancuuntad for.
& 1000 Promotions NCO's - trade graupiﬂg and Proficiency Fkay See EppEﬂﬂlI 8

Y

S S S S S

ﬂump1n5 of allied bombs ete LAHA in progreaa.

See appendix 7
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Army Form C.2118.

vv AR DIARY 0]‘_‘ R nr’f-: -1:\ W & APYIA 1:1 urrl :I\ 1'_" A Y= r':i-l' L ( Adapted.)
(Erase heading not required.) |
Unit__ 68 INE EN Date and Time.—From.. 9 REC 45 T07Z_Dm.__4.5.__-_--_.----_,.,.. | el
Place. Date. Hour. Summary of Events and Information. i Remarks and references to |
| Appendices, Diaries, &e. |
AMBON 6908acC 0900 Interrogation of Japanese witnesses of the Battle for LAHA See appendix 4
commenced at LAHA by I. G.; Lt Larshall Lt Bubb. 2 il = R g
1200  Dumping emmunition etc 4RBA 4 (AMBON) completed.lotal dumped | See appendix 7
T T - 8§31 doney f \
1430 From iﬂterru*ahmcn Japs at LAHA fufgg;;hhaas Grave GEMEEE; “““““““ See*ﬁppiﬁ;;_M;mmmmh_qm_
_____ PW located axigégd to can%EE£‘50 hudies. & LA i AL
Eii 6 DEC 1000 |Bde Comd sand Party visited LAHA A 3
1600 ﬁxhumatlan of Hass Aust Grave LAHA hodlea recavere& 35 complefte See appendix ¥
: six uncomplete = 2 RAAF - 2 DUTCH work not completed. Hands | 2
"""" apperently bound with sig ocaeble. ol 4 i P T
i 1800 ([Lt=Col Ellison returned from TANIMBAR, KAI Groups. | 7 E
7 DEC 1000 fhira liass Grave aiscovered LAHA ares. See appendix.i-l 3
1500  |Exhumation of Second lass Grave completed. Total bodies ‘8ee appendix . - 4

(11)
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~ Army Form C.2118.
{ Adapted.) |

WAR DIARY or

(Erase heading not required.)

Unit__68 INE BN Date and Time.—From._ "1 BEC 45 To_ /) DEC 45
Place. Date. Hour. Summary of Events and Information. Remarks and references to
_ Appendices, Diaries, &e.
ANBON 7 DEC 1500 recovered approx 61 - bodies removed to ALEON and pkt closed.
1600 Exhumation cf Second liass Grasve completed.
26 Personnel with 150 points and over marched out to Demo
lecentre for return to Australia. o ] i
8 DEC 1600 Exhumation third Grave LAHA area completed and pit closed. oce appendix 4
5 Total bodies recovered approx 129 « removed to AMEON.
9
9 DEC 0900 Identification of Japs by native residents of HATOE TAWIRI |See appendix 4
|TAEA. Bn normal stand down day - Church parasdes &s ocer Unit |
L R B L
LO Del 0900 8 P1 4 Coy moved from ERI to BEn ares in preperation for mave;éée appendi x 6 'l
|ment to PIROE {GEREM] _____ R 3 ARELT - A
(11)
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WAR DI ARY or -- (Y lu;u‘l_u:t:: N 'l._u A r,wl..";l.;.l ';IJI; 'u':- LN

(Erase heading not required.)

Armyv Form C.2118.
(Adapted.)

Unit____6% INF BN " Date and Time—brom... 10 BBA 4G Ts D DRC 4B
Place. Date. Hour. Summary of Events and Information. R;;ﬂ;;]fg]z:: %f::f;?eién
ANEON 10 DEC 1000 Jap prisoners held in Unit Compound 15 Offrs 65 OR's See appendix 7
1700 Interrngatlun at LﬂHn hy Bn I O 0 ¢&ganese Who partidipateﬁ See appendlx 7
in-battle of LAhA Feb 1942.
11 DEC 0800 Lnuatiaﬂ statement forwarded to 33 Inf Bde See appendix 6
3 Pl A Coy embarheu for rquHﬂnt to PIRDm (BERAM) by harge
] e earry out recse in that area. . = . .
0900 LAHA clearing of arees of Aust defence pnaitlana 1942 = in See appendix 3
] 0 Eearch of ‘buried hatule-uaﬂualtlas; B, il A
12 wiC 0200 mgggggiw};}fﬁﬁﬁt Battle caaualtles cuntin ing TAHA, | mgggmgbpendix 3
17S0 Lt BeJe COX took over Command En detachment at PIROE (GER&Mf;Wm“mmmm'
1% DEC 1000 Tecture delivered at Bn ares by Maj McLOED (AAES) on Rehabilde

tation.

(11)
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Erase heading not required.)

Army Form C.2118.
{Adapted.)

Unit_._ 66 INE BN Date and Time.—From.. 18 DEC To /,,f DEC 45
Place. ~ Date. Hour. Summary of Events and Information. Rj;“;;ﬁg;gi ﬁf::ﬁ;?egg_ﬂ
AMBON 18 DEC 1000 Jap IKEUCHI taken under gusrd to LAHA to attempt location See appendix ° S
] of grave of hust Eﬁttle uéauﬁlties.
14 DEC 0900 Drilling uf Guaru pl to Ye suptlied far Bde HQ 15 Dec 45.
DEtEﬂhﬂEnt at PIRCE advised Japs %o vanate all dunp areas hy
d tne 16 Dec frum which uate Duﬂbh Will assume TEEPDﬂﬁlbll ty
g %o control tlose areas. Jap 5 Div HQ are expected t- be
' : ‘-fr&nsierred from BEIROE area by 25 DEC 45.
15 DEC 0900 0ff131&1 war.Phutngr&pher visite& LAHA msass Grave sites wWith
Bn IeUse
1600 17 B1 D Coy mnunted guard main Wharf AMBON. See Appendlx &
16 DEC 0900 'Eﬂvice received Erom Bde that date on which all ﬁ%ﬁé”ﬁéiﬁ“ﬁ}'
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WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Erase heading not required.)

Army Form C.2118.
(Adapted.)

Unit ¢ _INF BN Date and Time.—From. . 16 DEC 49 Tnﬁ%ﬁﬁ_-u_________
Place. Date. Hour Summary of Events and Information. Rjﬁ;’:ﬁg;gﬁ Ii)eif;:f;fezf
AlBON 16 LEC 0900 Jap sentries etc is to be handed over -~ hass becn extended
B to 31 Dec 1945. - i \ A
17 DEC 0900 ~ | Location gﬁgﬁgignt forwarded to 53 Inf Ede. - See appendix 6 £
Japa held in uustudg Uﬂlt Gumpuund 16 Offra 72 OR's. " " "
&ppllcat¢on5 lodged by memterﬂ of En qualifying for Defenae
: P - MeaaY . o . oml ATl . 2 .
1000 Repori by Bn on the LAHA massagdres ﬂamﬂleted and fwﬁ Ede See appendix 4
_____ ! 1900 Aust army Concert Party No 9 gave performance in 63 En theatfe.
18 DEC 0900 BH lnuutlan Etatement as at 17 Dec attached. See appendix 6
22 DEC | 1200 9 P1 A Coy returned from PIROE (CERAM) to En ares. See appendix 6
; i &
28 DEC 0900 En Stand Down - Chureh parade as per Unit KO's oee appendix 8

(11)
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WAR

R IPAARSAE T TSI NT O

DIARY or

AT T

. a i i ;r': i. . -‘-
N Ay I N DU VIV EA I Y
(Erase heading not required.)

Unit 63 INF EN

Date and Time.—From._ 22 DEC 45

Army Form (C.2118.

{ Adapted.)

To_d3.DEC 45

Place. Date. Hour. Summary of Events and Information. R;Ef':;ﬁii;f gf;:f;m;;ﬂ
AMEBEOLN 2¢ DEC 1220 Brhumation of grave viecinity LAHA airstrip commenced. See gppendix &
1700 Unchecked bodies reeerered from eheve greve 6. " » S
24 DEC 0900 search for further bodies of elleged Aust Battle Casudlties oee appendix 2
) | | continues at LAHA. =5 [ TR G i, 50
T o 1000 #mes Greetings from Bde Com Brig He WRIGLEY C.B.E. promul- | See appenaix 10
"""" - | gated through Bde Newspaper TAMBON NEWSY. U
1000 All J&pe used for Greve digging LAHA area returned to Jap See appendix 11
HQ JALALA exeept 1 Interpreter - 29 OR'B. E :
29 DEC 0800 dfi=s Day « En Btand aown day. R IRET U : ﬁ
1000 | Church Parade conducted by Chaplain Guest - Bn Rec Hub. See appendix 8
1100 Permission received to credit 4 days Xmas Teave to all ranks
of this Unit.

(11)
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Army Form C.2118.
{Adapted.)

il B 8 @ o N e R pa, .l ‘l A TEY
LA A T A AN SN Y| A N 1A F

= ,_1'

WAR. DIARY or ‘BNEE

(Erase heading not required.)
Date and Time.—From. 26 _DEC 45 *Taﬁuﬁmngﬁ,.._......______

Unit___ @& INF BN oL
Place. Date. Hour. Summary of Events and Information. Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &e.
AMBON &6 whC 0800 17 personnel in transit by air from MOROTAI to AUST stayed |
over night at Unit Barracks. : S .
27 DEC 0900 Location statement of Bn - forwarded to Ede HQe See apreﬁﬁ;x 6 5
28 DEC 0700 Gondénustion of draf Eé_";;}é:ﬁ}i;im&nder Demob. j
0900 HQ Goy patrul 2 Sgta 6 OR‘B mnved to WIAME to locate and
return reported F JRMObuub to GALA: Jap HQ = 12 FORMOSANS = 5
taken into uuﬂtudy.
1500 Int perﬁnnJel attached tu 16 2 LiHA returned to En HQ ;mwm“__ ________ :
it ¢a cunsidered that wurk rrum Int view is completed Ior that ..... e
laresa., ) = =
Summeary of erashed A/G repﬂrteﬁ PIROE. See appendix 3
| D Coy HQ plus 17 and 18 Pla returnad tg Bn ares. el Dy " é-
(11)
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Place.

Unit

WAR

68 INF BN

'r-r‘-

' F Y

A A LA LN I A T TR AN,
AN L AAL AR AU A T LA NS il Av IV A

I'
] I i
‘ .; s ‘l.

DIARY or

(Erase heading not required.)

. Date and Time.—From. 20 DEC 45 To__

Date.

Hour.

Army Form C.2118.
{Adapted.)

Summary of Events and Information.

Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &e.

ANMBON

60 DEC

0900

Bn stand down = Church Parades as per unit RO's.

See appendix 8

¢l DEC 0900 Location statement of Bn forwarded to Ede. sSee app;;;;_ﬁm T
. ---iwo Lt Gregsa;;é;" comd D Coy = WL S
| Gapt Kennison appointed to WAR CRIMES COURT. Lt Hearl fa i
A - | transferred from HQ Goy to "D" Coy. . D Goy will be used |~ 3
I R (e |, S “for holding Coy for Demod plan. 7

(11)
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APPENDIX I

WAR DIARY

68 INF BN (AIF)

DECEMBER 1945

COMUANDING OFFICERS REPORT:

Dedember has been & successful month for the Bn with psrticular
regard to i1ts operational functions. ‘ |

As was predicted in my report for Nevember War Diary, all of the
units main tasks have now been completed. | |

The Laha search operations conducted with assistance from Japanese
who took peart in the originsl batile there nhave digseloged the locate
ijons of the remsining graves of the Australian soldiers in that area.
Tn 211 %16 bodies have been recovered at LAHA and SOEWAEODA. Sope
of which, perhaps between 30 and 40 are Duteh. The task of accountiing
for &1l missing Australians should be completed shortly. :

Dumping of Jap War Like stores from the Bn are&és of responsibility
ig elso finished with the exeception of certain types of aerial bombs
which are tco big and heavy for Bn resources to handle. Disposal of
these is being arranged by 33 Inf RHde.

During the month cnly & few men of the Bn have been merched ocutl
for demob proceedings but all arrengements have been made in antio-
ipation of the early movement of those Who by reasol of demob points
end length of tropical service are eligible Ifor release. It is
enticipated thet only & small cadre of the Bn personnel will remain
on Ambon after the early pert of January 46.

With the exception of 16 Platcon which remains temporarily at Laha
and 8 Platoon Which is at PIROE CERAM &1l other units have now been
concentrated at BENTENG Dutch Arty Barracks with 3n HQ in order %o
fascilitate eontrol end withdrswel+-@f the remaining members.

The Christnes and New Year festivities have afforded us all with

| opportunities for welcome relaxation and enjoyment. Rations were
- ample and Christmas was celebrated in traditional army style. The
conduct of &1l ranks during the period has been excellent.

Everyone now looks forwerd with high hopes for the future and the
early prospect of returning to the mainlend.

A o

C.0s 63 Aust Inf Bn (AIF)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL : RCDIGT1025495



- | APPENDIX 2

WAR DIARY

63 INF BN (AIF)
DECEMBER 1945

QUARTERIASTER'S REPORT.
1l¢ RATIONS

All rations received of good quaelity, no rations were condemned.
Imes ration considered ample &nd of good variety. Week ending 28 Dec
45 raetions underdrawn 67. This figure has been reduced from 800

overdrawals on 0ct 10 45. Only surplus commidities in hand is dried
fruit.

8¢ QUARTERING.
Members of Unit are stationed at LAHA, PIROE, MAIN WHARF, GUARD
GOMPOUND BENTENG BARRACES, D COY moved to BENTENG (A COY lines) R9-30

Dec 45. Tentege is in use at LAHA, PIROE, MAIN WHARF, GUARD COMPOUND
for living and cooking accomodatiion.

d¢ UNIT EQUIPMENT.

Vide 33 Inf Bde Q1036/1725 of Dec 45 return @f surplus egquipment
to AMBON wes proceeded with.

4 CLOTHING ISSUES.

Smell amount of clothing was received and issued during month.

Only large sizes &available from ORDANCE. Lost reports for clothing
are abnormally high.

B¢ BARGE SERVICE.

& Jap barges were relinguished to Bde for dumping and removing
of Japs on CERAI'« Unit was to have taken ove Launch from 233 LAD
but & storm damaged BARTOEMERAH wharf and caused launch to be
smashed beyondldrepair.

6« IRANSPORT. |

All Jsp vehicles still unrelisble and becoming increasingly
diffieult to maintenanece owing to the lack of spere parts. Punctures
and blowouts are esbnormally high due to the poor condition and age
of tyres. 4ll1 JEEPS are showing signs of overwork, Maintenence is
fair but to obtain maximum efficiecney @11 JIERS should be thoroughly
overhauled. This is impossible under present conditions. Supplies

of puncture repair outfits are searce, which results in many vehicles
veing without spare vyres.

|
) ‘ﬁ::j“'a ?LL Lt
03 /4/";} %o €5 dust %z Bn (4IF)
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folncuiives ____TMESSAGE FORM Regiser No.

Call Ser. No. Priority Transmission Instructions

ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY

Office Date Stamp

FROM Originator Date—Time of Origin

A Y -

i 63 Inf Bn 280 /X0 %

For Action
16 PL LAHA
R = |
(w) For Information (INFO.) Message Instructions—GIR—

ORIGINATOR'S No.

1 122 unclassified (.) your I 5 of 201700 I (.)

continue digging thrngghout area until further notice (.) 33 BLE

will advise when search operations may be closed down (.) forward

- e

articles recovered to BN HQ &s carlyv as nossible and ensure these

are sent in charge of responsible unit membor

g This message may be sent AS WRITTEN | If liable to be intercepted or fall into Urigina.w-;’s Instructions
by any means except enemy hands, this message must be | Degree of Priority
.| sent IN CIPHER THI or TOR
oo o) Wireless
4 Fim e
Signed i Signed s
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Arm
AmEmcrsaans  MESSAGE FORM ——
Call Ser. No. Priority Transmission Instructions
i
ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY |
FROM Originator Date—Time of Origin Office Date Stamp
(A)
= - %S InT ™8 For Action 'FToolk

TO e A

(w) For Information (INFO.)

H_H;__htﬁﬂ_

Message Instructions—GR—

ORIGINATOR’'S No.

— —— =

T 125 unclassified (.) 3earch party vicinity TiMa

firvstrip ecdvise discovery avidenoce

weRca¥ary further graves

probably Australicn battle cesuulblise

(.} Awalt vyouy instructins

A

=R TETE S L

If liable to be intercepted or ﬁ:ﬁ into
enemy hands, this message must be
sent IN CIPHER

This message may Ti;—m AS W-FE-I'TEN
by any means l except

l Wireless

e e R

S*MAA%

L= S

Signed

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Gn'ginamr'; Instructions
Degree of Priority

THI or TOR

ime Clen;:d
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

““$2 Inf Bn (AIF)
AMBON

20/41

o¢ DEC 45.

N

o3 Inf Bde.

M current search for graves of Australiasn soldiers
Eilled in action Fed 42. |

le Grave 5 was located near north eastern end LAHA agpstrip 21 Dec
45 at MR AMBON 13:100,000, 069916 and exhumation commenced 2312300 I
2';.:“4: ;litr umuon of 30 war mm unit.Work was completed

2+ 6 incomplete skelelons were recovered. All bones were badly
décomposed.

e The grave was & trench 20 feet long and about 4 feet wide with
the ‘huu disposed longitudinally. .

4¢ The foun srticles were removed from the grave and are
now heid by War Graves unit:-

1 Rirle
15 & W Pistol +38
1 Whistle
1 Compass
1 signet ring
1 pannikin
s.‘l 1 handled pocket knife
fr g star
l_'ntﬁ ma |
1 respirator
Thompeon SMG Hags
4 gteel helmetis
nume rous rounds 38 45 303

S5¢ No distinguishsble evidence of execution or violence was found,
and 1ttmlli appear possible that Lhe wmen may Illﬁ been battle
casunlties. .

6o This grave sitd uid not conform ;n aetail or location with
that aesceribed by ICHEUCHI, dbut was approximetely im the mititn
anticiga%ed by a considerabtle number of the members of the 1

whu gstate the bodies are those of batile casual ties. 2

7. Careful and eptensive digging in the vuil:lti of this ;nu uu
- ana where suggested by ICHEUCHI has so far failed Lo produce further

resulfs.

: . Lt=Cole
| CeDe ‘3 Inf Bn (AIF)
IM/AHT

ies %o Legn v
_— _' lar%:lm (2) /

File.
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Subject: CRASHED AIRCRAFT 63 Inf Bn (AIF)
AMBON '

j;l/:fo 45
33 Inf Bde

The following transletion of a stutemwent by Rad ja of MOTRENATEN
(CERAM) 1s forwarded for mecessary aetion please:0

v gtaetement about an sireraft which crashed near MOTRNATEN
, 81x miles from that village, near the village of "AIR
PANA" in the month of Amﬂ 1944,

1, The plens wes American with two fuselages,
2, The numbsr o: the tall was 483398,

3, Written under pert of the tall was "Disconnect
eleactrical wiring before removing tailv,

4., Only the deud body of ths pilot was found in the seroplane,

5. Flve nlniniuu nletes were removad from the fuselsge of
. th plane &nd the following papers found;

8. t.:ni smell notebook which was not burnt but was taken
by a member of Kempel Tel of MOUENATEN named SASAKI
to Kempeil Tal office &t PIROE or MERIKAORE. On the
book was written "Cesntral America™,

7. All the burnt luggaga was lakeu by:-
(a) Adolf 311] - Kapaela Sua.
(B) Jonsnthan Wate
(e) Ribana 211}

8. The Xempel Tal orficer arﬁauﬁ the people not tu bury
thae Mﬂ’-

A

9. When I return:d home from the Kemvel TliLgml I, with ido
frisnds, burnsd the skeleton.

v

MO TRNATEN 6 Nov 45
Ked Ja who #as written the above .

3. wikE, " .

Coples fu: No 2 RAAF ™ C.U. 63 Inf Bn (AIF)
gnquiry Unit ¢/~
11l Gp RAAF uuaaﬂl

C¥SS

War plery (2
¥ile - s
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ey Roem 02126 Congy MESSAGE FORM

Transmission Instructions

Call Ser.No.| Priority

ABU‘P’E THIS LINE FOR EIGNALE USE ENLY
ROM Oﬂgzﬂﬂtar Dm-iﬁmer af Orzgm
(4) 83 Inf Ba W P 2

For Action

2 RAAY PW Zmquiry Unit o/« 11 GP RAAF
| Morotel

Register No.

TO S
(@) Fﬂf Information (INFO.)

33 Inf Bde (for Records Det)

Office Date Stamp

Message Instructions—--GR—

GRFGHATDI_“EH:MI--- .l_ . (o) 1 _ =| ' “’ T . ‘ ‘“

plates from U 8 fighter A/C believed P38 which erashed SLMORRNATEN

CERAM  (.) dete of erash unknown (.) fate of pilot usknown (.)

advence infm from one plate &as follows (.) LOCKNERD eirereft

corporation BURBANK CALIFOSNIA Serial Number 2083 - 206

assembly number 197400 (.) have you iafm rof erashes at

---m-n.mmm ROZMARTITA

WARIHN EaImTOR®

_mnlmt.);qumnmm-umm

at last five places named

T'liis message may b "WRITTEN | Ifliable io be intercopted or fall into

by Eﬁ-jf MEeans enemy hands, ihis message must be |
sent IN CIPHER .-r.-.£._f.
................ -] Wizeless- o |

Szgﬂgﬁ 7 ,/%f” & W

S 1pned

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Originator’s Insivuctions
Degree of Priorily
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1.

of 1.0, 63

(@)

{b)

 and abaclute,

(¢)
(@)

(1)
(g)

(h)

(1}

(3

(k)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Thare were no mivm

int Sec

83 Inf Ba {/1IF)

ANMEBON
:7]:“ 45

65 Inf Bn and ars not

#llded foreca ceptured ak 1

mmﬂmmmln.uuqﬂm
by Reer Admirsl BATAKAYAMA, were ~remediteled

The mctive for the sxscutions wes revenge im
m mﬂm the
ality of m sinde

Mmummm- on & (8), Bﬂﬂ
Fab 42 rmspsctively.

The exscutions were m
beyonstling and poasibly

#
e i

Officers Y08 and ™08 carried out the
‘::& am-mmﬂmllrlm

The A lled prisoners were sxecuted end
with all perscasl goar to destroy evidence
thelr sxistencs.

velibarate attempta

have beeon made by the

Japsnese to hide the sites of Lhe greves for as

vossible after the surreander

the exesceutions
by the Jupepese after

discovery of thelr communal groves.
davslopment of the battle, the numdars who
esceped and supporting avpendices sre attachad,

2. Conclusions given here

, mambers of the

There follows & datailed aceount d’ investig tions conducted
by 63 Inf 5Hn as to the eircumstences
of Australism and Allied "risonsrs tLuken
the battle Tor un. and ths
Hotes concerning tho

rmmmmn

nericd
h'tl.ng 45 t:-lmt siting of markings

nxommmumn 1l in othexs

(oatrary to ordars, the Jopanese
to concesl those laet:

and men who are still living.
The Javehese took grest cars %o concesl the

greva sites from Indoneslans living in the
arees,

The majoriily of the Japanese undsr -nmm

are attemnting

concarning the executio ns
which would ineriminctie many of thelr officors

for the nasssere erices are now in Japan or dead,

RCDIG1025495



(1)

(m)

e

The totsl of 21l1sd bodles recoversd from

| - af which
the masssera graves is 310 l.m. o

must be prosumsd to include RAsL
Mm’?ﬂw- '

The total number of Justreliens who sscaped
ti—tr.- the HITCZ Peninsuls is either IV or 22

| %lmnm.mlmnun

(n)

(o)

(p)

(q)

(r)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

ial escene saud wers recaplured,

2ither 5 or 7 Australisn soldlers and 11
RiAF ascaped to the nortn coest of HITOE
naninsula snd

ALBON,

1 sustrelisn scldier escapsd from LafA dled

on the north coast of HITOU Pemiunsuls.

and until the Duteh Authorities stste how
many of thelir white and Indonssian Lroops
were included in those captured,

5 relstively smsll number of identifieations
ble owlog teo

of those messacersd will be |
fect that sustrallisn rs wers not
thm with st:inless steel 1dentity disecs.

bafore thelr surrendsr or

odds should go down in war
the finest r:.u of ecoliesctive
sny Australisn Force.

=

heroism

i

returned or wers

The Australlsns at L/HA W yor
casuslties upon the Jansnese &t _lﬁ

@8 one of

-Z-M%'v Lt

1.0, &3 1uf Bm lﬁm
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PART I

DIARY OF EVENTS LEADING UP TO AND INCLUDING
THE LOCATION OF MASS GRAVES AT LAHA AND

SOEWAKODA BY 63 INF BN (AIF). '
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i

1945

15 Oct
to
22 Oct

22 Qct

25 0Oct

3l Oect

Acting on information received from

- not at tho merked site, but at a spot

- about 70 yards distant rm the cross,
 where the ground showed a slight depresssion.
- LAKATUA further stated that he beliesved the

- loeality revesaled that generael opinion confirmed

. which he also believed to be & mass grave. Both

B
CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISCOVERY | 4
OF MASS GRAVES AT LAHA AND SOEWAKODA Report

Reference

Sub unitu of 63 Inf Bn proceeded to LAHA and
ROSMAHIIGA and, after establishing HO in
those places, i-uﬂatulr commenced recce
patmln with the objeet of accounting for
Australien missing.

During these patrols enquiries conducted
throughout LAHA area produced consistent
reports of a widespread bellef amongst the
natives that a large number of Australian
PW had been executad and buried 1in mass
graves 1n Feb 42. This confirmed the
Japanese admission thet they had executed
approximately 150 Australisns & short time
after the surrender at LAHA.

As all natives had fled the erea at the
commencement of the battle and had remalned
in the hills for some weeks before returning
to thelr villages, definite information was
difficult to obtein from this source, and

Bn petrcls were instructed to inttnliﬂ’
their encuiries in this direction,

Indonesian residents of LATA-SOEWAKODA
tillagn an NCO of Bn "Int Sec
anied by Japanese SJt INO visited an

lm the vieinity of MR 095036. There See Sketch
they found a eross had ®een erected, marked Map

"In Memory VX 43876 Ma] Newbury 3/31 Bn
and Unknown Australiens®, It was stated :
by INO that the number buried was believed
by him to be 11,

Ambonese Jan LaKATUA and M,.SIJATAWO,

residing at LATA, were questioned ud stated
that they belisved the bodies were buried,

numbers to be considerably in excess of 1ll,
Interrogation of Indonesians living in this

LAKATUA'S belief, also that the Australians had
been executed.

OFSS NCO opereting in LAHA area contacted an
Indonesian named Christian NIEKIJULUW who cla
to have wiltnessed the execution of a number of
Aust PVW. He indicated one site at which he had

y:. EX

seen an number of Aust PW executed and throwm into

a pit, and snother, about 50 yards NE of the T

these sites were close to the road between LAHA
and the originel TAWIRI village.

llnhors of 65 Bn Int Sec proceeded to the

rave of Ma] Newbd & unknown socldiers
n‘l‘. SO ODA, aecmpania y Jepanese:- Lt Comd
KUBAYASHI,Lt OMAE, Lt YAMANOUCHI, Sjt INO and
interoreter ISUDA.

1r

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

st,

See
Sketch Mep
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1 Nov

13 Nov

14 Nov

17 Nov

'approx 5 yar
| Com KUBAYASHI and party also made a writtem

 was approximstely 60.

| Bxhumstion thea proceeded.

Here the Jupsmese indicated a position
rards from the cross end stated that
they believed it to be the actual grave. LU

statement in whieh the number of Australians
buried was declared to be 30 or 40. |

In preperation for hu-:ifﬂhn by war
Graves Malint Uanit, both eged grave sites
nesr the LAHA-TAWIRI road were clesred of
undergrowth, When ¢leared earth showed
signs that at some | t it had
been dlsturbed.

txcavation of sites was m %Ju
working party under rvision of NCO
we r Graves Unit. At Tl site 1lndlcated by

HIKIJULUW (mow known as "MASS GRAVE NO 17)  See Sketeh
human remsins were found at & depth of a Map

few feet. Exhuvation proceeded.

The second site was opened and appesred to
lﬂ.hﬂﬂﬂfﬂiﬁlﬁlﬂl-la
excevation was made over the entire area |
without reeult and work om this site was
abandoned.

Exhumation continued.

{'% Final Check by Wear es

num of bodies recoverad as 67 - imel 3 (?)
Puteh - ses Report by that Uamit for full
detalls and identification of individuals).

Jepanese working party under supervision of
NCO War Graves Unit eccompanied by Bn
representatives, commenced sxcavatlon of grave
site at SOEWAKODA (now known as "MASS GRAVE
NO B"), Excavetions made at position marked
by cross and spot lndicated by Lt Comd
KOBAYASHI yiclded negetive results in both
cases. Work was tnem begun at site pointed out
by Indonesians LAEATUA & SIJATAW0, end at a
depth of two feet human remains were uncovered.

Sxhumation was cu!;lm by Wear Graves Unit
and pit closed, all bodies having been removed

to AMBON. The total number exhumed was estimated

at about 50 Australisns.

(Note: Final cheek by War Graves Unit establish-

es number as 46 - see Report by that Uanit for
full deteils and identification of individuals)

In an endeavour to ascerteln the fute of mombers
of the Aust force &t Leha still unaceounted furr

all aveilable members of Bn Int See¢ movad %o
LAHA, to make a thorough investigation of the

whole area in whilch Australlans fought or ware
hold priscner in 1942, This included ths lines
Aust defances on or nesr the LAHA pearimeter.
These positions were elsared and dug up wherev
it appeered possible they had been fillad in.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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o d
_1I 945

17 Nov

30 Nov

S Deec

6 Deec

7 Dee

|[Patrol activity by Bn sub-unit detachment

|

stationed at LAHA was 1lnecreased and the area
ALLAN@ to LATA and the adjoining hills was

patrolled thoroughly and all Indonesians likely
to have relevant information closely questioned.
Patrols traversed the whole of the coast of

HITOE "eninsule within Bn erea of responsibility.

89 members of Jupanese Occupetion Force who were
known o have beemn in LAHA area during the pariod
under investigation were assembled.at LAHA from
AMBON, CERAM snd adjacent lslands, with orders

%o disclose the fate of the Australian Garrison.

Interrogation of Japenese assembled at LiHA
comaencad by I.0, and onse other officer of 63 Bn,

WOs S, HAMANISHI and M.TANABE steted during
interrogation that from hearsay and their

memory of freshly turned sarth s-em while on
duty at LAHA in ¥Feb 42, they belisved they could
identify 2 grave sites. They conducted 1.0, to an
area between old TAWIRI village and line of Aust
defences 1942, and after very little sea _
mxu::azumum.rnm pa ;l-;.h
they stated were graves contalining al st

the bodles of 50 Austrslians (now known as MASS
GRAVE NO 3). An excavation was made by Jap
working party under suprervision I.0, and members
Bn Int Sec, and at a depth of 3 feel human
remains were uncovered. The hole was then
partially filled inm.

Efforts were next made to locate grave site
which informeants stated was in erea on western

outskirts of old TAWIRI village - but without
suceess.

Excavation of Mass GRAVE NV 3 gommenced by Jap

- working party under members of war Graves Unit.

By 1630 hrs 35 bodies had been exhumed,

Clearing of area alleged to contsin sscond mess

grave continued and trisl excavations were made

- but without result.
Second mass grave located by Jap working party
from

under Int See 63 Inf Bu with directions

T NABE who had now realised that the Jungle

- which surrounded the site 1n 1942 was gone.

- Human remeains were uncoversed 6 inches helow
~surface, Area was cleared of undergrowth and

- revealed another depression a few yardis nearer

the LAHA-TAWIRI roed whiech on being tested alse
proved to be & greve. These latter two pits
ares now known as “MASS QRAVE NO 4,

Exhumation procseded on MASS GRAVES NOs B & 4

- under supervision of wer Graves Unit.

Exhumation of Mass Grave No 3 was complated -
total bodles estimated at 61
(Note: Finsl check by War Graves Unit

- @es8tablishes numbery bodies recovered at 62 inel

4(?) R/AAF & 7(?) Dutech - see Report by that
Unit for full details and fdentification of

; individuals » ,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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4.'.
1945

'8 Dec

9 Dee

- 10 Dee

.‘-—_-

| whieh he was deliberately

| wrnls parties under Ban Int

 Search meintalned for
~on informetion receive

inel |
1zted st the burilal of 11 Australien desd.

Rxhumation of MASS GRAVE NO 4 completed. Bodies
removed to ; Lotal number estimated et 139,
( ¢ Filnal cheek by War Graves Unit establishes
Shes Unis fer fall detatimini LoomiTho sl

- or det and identiri
of individuals). | e e

Jap mombers of Foree of Occupstion 1942 lined up
and ldentifications made by Indonesian inhabitantsl
LAHA, HALlVS and TAWIRI village
find eny Japanese who ht have informetion
thholding.
Interrogstion of Jspanese was continued while Jap
personnel searched

® graves of those Australiar
hn in the aetion. -

fgu of bat g:‘:.:u 1t 1&
erpreter ICHEUCHI m'sﬁm m’ ase-~

balieved ki

uding Int

Dse
by 63
information might

the battle for L4HA
systeoms

reg
63, and all old defexce

eleared and thoroughly searched. ol

4 B
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5.

PUMCARE U ﬂ-u AAUNUILUGLL AL RE

T RO T THE do Ak SCCUTTION OF ol

Date  Approx Report
N S& Referance
81 Jen|0100 |lst KURT sSpeelsl Marine Lending Party

including 2 pls from lst and 2ad 3ASHZO P v

Special Marine Lending Parties resnectively
dlasembarked from troopship "KIRISILMAMARUY
ond seized a beuchhead at HITOT LAMA, north
coast AMBON ISLAND. Slignt munnc from
butech defenders was encountered
eonsolidation was sffectad npih

0300 An Army Compeny of about 200 lendsd under
commend LG WAKABAYASHI and moved forward of
the beachhesnd proceeding on foot and by
bieyele Sowases b DORIANPATA (MR 197996).
Apparently ded by nmative colleborators,

this fores did not apparently tmuur m

T T

0500 | let KURE minus the first (which remained) o ¢
bahind to late g of stores and to
hold the beachhend) £\ the WAKABAYASHI
Unit on foot using the same route and also

apparently gulided by Indoneslians, |

_1406 Lo {:hnr sot up at somu_ probably by /rmy
. -

1t KURT troops arrived at BOEBWAKODA.

Dﬂ"-’ d'l-hll‘l plans were
made -i-‘lﬂ‘l. -p}nnm&-
len ané Duteh troops uuuuumwm

offielal MIH to be hlﬁ. positions
around LAHA ailrfield, |

A major portion of the Jap army and nevy
troops attucked the Austrelisn defence
::um na:ﬂ uu“ﬁv: :14 this ““:1
m m imine ne
bomberdment, . o

it this stege Austrelisn and Duteh 3ketch
4mnm ware probebly ss follows;- B:;

hust ltt‘lh i

1 Fed

., =

¢ Coy He -~ 0Ld Duteh Alrforee H

Bullding LAHA Wharf
area,u/e Capt Perry,

2 pla C Coy plus = LAWA River front and
Mortaxr am & MMG TAWIRI village.

1 pl ¢ Coy - Baservs, at Lalis

AMBON BAY front,
pillboxes & tmahu.

L pla or B Coy -

e —— m—_— S S —
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- Date Apprex _
Time 5'3.1-....
1942  Hrs o
1 Fedb |1 pl A or B Coy = SIKORELA River front
. Pillboxes & tremches.,
2 Dets AA IMO = Nt and S¥ ends of .
airstrip,
1 Coy Duteh Militia- High ground vieinity mt
(u/e Lt SNELL) LAHA extending down to
_ LAWA R. and secross to
SIKOELA River.
(51te of HC not known)
, LAHA Foree H = Vieinity SIKOELA River
| north of airstrip.
| } (Building now lnilhhlll
' RAAF Ops Room - viecinity LAHA Fores Hr
| | (Building now mn-mp
' Det 2/12 Fd amb - North of sirstrip in
puteh Airforce buildings
since demolished,
~Det 2/11 Fd Engrs - Vieinity det 2/12 ¥d
RaR | Amb, |
J | gth!kf,a Bty (? correet 1
| = Probably 1 troop defendi
| road erossings
.r‘ﬁu and BMH
' ver in initial
i of hlttlfi;:!
| direetad.
- Mortar oP = Probably on ut Lalia,
Services: Pay - Probebly vieinlty LAHA
Postal, AASC,Ord Foree H in foothills,
! The above is a reasonbls thﬁ.ﬂ
| rted by Jepanee, Dutch and Indonesian
| eyewlitnesses, Its accurscy is NOT guaranteed. |
1 ¥eb  Throughout the day the defended locelities |

| - were bomburded by naval gunfire from Lt |
| ~ Crulser JINTON (? Class) end aireraft from
the Jap Carrier (? Class) and 11 or |
*2 Ar Div, It seems likely that rstelistory |
{n.ﬂnomtr_thlmmr-ttmftrﬁ

tnﬂiuartmm,mmnllmﬂﬂw

e dust morte fize wiqught JNe vl Y90 AUMNSns

| mt 11 J:p aircraft were prevented from
< lending on the airstrip by accurate Ai flre

from 2 LiGs posted hvu nity. It iz not
thought that sny were shot down howevar.

™ ' !
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0.

pate Approx
Time
1942 Hrs

1 Fed The defending forces had no alr support
whatsoever, Such was the intensity of fire
] from positions in TAWIRI that the Japanase
overestimated the stremgth of the defenders
and therefore refrained from putting in a
full scele attack, Instead, sections were . 9
thrown in and withdrawn r a few hours do
- probing for weaknesses in the perimeter,
puring the day the WAKABAYASHI Unit crossed
the LAWA near the sea and sttempted to enter
TAWIRI but was forced to withdraw after a
short time,

1 Fed 1200 The Duteh Coy was ordered to surrender by £ 3
the Commander at LATERI and did so without

| ylay. The white flag was holsted and

ately taken down by the

Some of the w:itu mh t::d a
| nt (4]

gmﬁ made {.l.! escape via

" balance of the native

¢ to the praetice adopted

hemselves of arms, cloth-

t and became peaceful

At about the time of the Duteh surrender
- the OP on LAHA seems to have reported
 an attempted enmeircling movement by a Jap
. forcs (zpparently the WAKABAYASHI Unit
. or 3 Pl of the KURE) and mortar fire was |
. brought to bear on the morthern sector of l
. the LAWA River fromt foreing the Japanese to
' move further inte the hills., It 1s reported i
that this movement was gulded by an Ambonese
of TAWIRI or LATA who was subsequently |
killed in the action., This foree did not
attack on the last, being doubtiful of the |
strength of the defence in the Mt LAHA area
and so kept fairly well to the anorth of the
airstrip. ),

puring the night patrol clashes continued
| and the naval bombardment may have been
2 ~ contimued, though this 1s doubtful,

2 Feb | 0400 Determined section attacks were comusaced

~ by the J.ps along most of the LAWA froantbut

' no progress was made end the attackers

 eontinued to overestimste the Austrselian
defence,

————

|
f
i

)ﬂ. K&

Navel and air bombardusnt was resumed or
intensified by the Japanese who concenirated
their fire on the pillbox areas and TAWIRI.

Major Newbury, well sware that the Australian
left flenk was opem and that further

resistance would ba useless, crossed the ‘..Ad%v by
under @ white fl.g and proceeded towards
SOKWAKODA intending to negotiate the terms
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2 Feb

S Fed 0500

0600

7.

of & surrsnder. e was ae led by a
party of =bout 10, and 2 Jup soldiers gui
the delegetion to Jap HO st SOERAKODA where

it was handed over at first to W0 SURa

of the sttached Correspondance Party. Isc is
not known with what Jap Officer the
lacusse’, but et
events IKTUCHI and .t IXARA te;‘.ol as '.u
m-nn:aunm Capt HATAXTYAMA and

erprater TAKADA me )
- ¥ heve beon present,

b

SOXVAKODA mlz“
later st the LA%A

A<BON BAY end SIKOZLa River sasc 8
he must heve forsesn that his foree would

| ®e divided by the Jap group performing the

sneirelament movoment.

11 parties of Australi
apparant .!l{:'ill Lhe M’:%
1_ ?-\ £ ‘:‘ng; mtl:hmdm up to
| SOZWAKODA | - %

~ Sporadie sttacks by the Jers on the Liga
continued during the afternce fulle
Scule uttuck wus made. o

I
::m_lrm situation remained stable om the Lawa

~ dap army group comtimued to work its
lwm Jungls in the hills. -

" The WALABAYASHI Coy epnrosached
. of the airstrip and probably denlo
~ %he high ground overlooking the Lifla aresa.

¢l asszult,

Capt HMATAKZYANA snd Lt WAKABAYASHI, _
2d the interproter IXZUCHI and

rul'::rl with the emy

_ _ Do opposition at the
airfisld, erossed it and bes & white

flag proceeded towards the o 4t the

: ﬁ-mmt theywware in position for a
|

0830

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

3 '::::quﬁm bullding
- L&°C PVerry snd a formsl surreande
- negotiated, v

E’Itin-liktl

they were met by

P
[; sketeh
.! _

RCDIGT1025495



el

‘1942 Hrs

9700

Horn- | Jome Austirellans surrendsred at the LAYA eand

| ing

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

/2

about $0/L00 Austrelisens end Juteh must have

26 procsedad meross the ialsand to the north
coast and esespad sapture. At lsast 19 of
these are xnown to have left by pralu for
CERAM, 1 died 1n hi and ths remainder

%ost of the Austrelisn and Duteh truops im

later returnsd %o MGl coast villages or to
| mm and surrendered,

the LAHA area moved t¢ the wherf area, and
shortly afterwards the Jearanese comaence.
thelr cccupation of the airstrin and
surroundings.

';g;#?th::)pr:om.hnﬂiuu
KOD& re , Me Meowbury'
party hnd Tncrossst 4o SHIED 80 (SoCEeiny
to Jsp ropeoris). i

| Apparently some or all of the Austyallsns

who ha:h occupiad the Ambon

party of $¢/100
the ls at oilmln
with those

ad gons to

71 village., he
was about 40 to the latter

| former, with a few Duleh in bLoth plsces.

(‘l‘h:l&uc%u— is besad upon subsecusnt
events and lnvastigsatlions, and Jep state-

ments that about 150 Australicns were kept
prisoner north of ths eirstrip until =bdout
the 15th Feb. | |

gone to tho hills from the LAHA ares and about

i
referenc

p. 37

1
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S4 &
5 Fedb

4 Fabd

o Feb

8 Fab

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

The Australian prisonsrs were gumployed at i
LaliA during thls parlod in sundry working
parties, handling stores and unloading ships
at LiHA, while et sSOEWAKODA they were
apparently simply kept under guard. There 1s
1ittle information concerning treatment
accorded them although the Japtnese witnessos

On or about the worning of 4/6 Feb sub 1t
FUKUDA with a pstrol of about 4C, took z

of the Aust prisoners as guides to ALLANG
where it was bellsved that an Allled Battery
existed. The party walked and raturnsed on

0400

| found nothing,

[ 1% is belicved that on this day Wing Comd

| destroyer LAHA, plus possibly & or 7
soldlers, Hl hﬂ*i’m been }i&m un at sea

| T

| @ssume that the priscners living in those

the morning of the following day, having

1 pl of the lst KURE left HITOR LAMA and
procesded by trueck and on foot to LAHA. The
shipping moved round by sea to LaHA and
unloeding operations continued on 5 Faeb,

Scott and 10 RAAF mesubars who had escaped
from LAHA to the north eoast and thenee
towerds C5RAM were brought beck b

on or about 4 Feb 45, These apnarently were
all imprisoned in TAWIRI villiage,

At some tlme betwsen 3 a&nd the morning of
6 -Feb Rsar Admirsl HATAKWYAMA - whose
otive is not elear - lesued an order for
the execution of the Allied PW im Japanese
hands on the HITGR Peninsula. Tt is saig
that prior to the la dilng the Japanese
issued an ultimatum to 4 . i b
the Alliesd delendsrs effering execution as
the alternative to uncondltional surrender,
he thruﬁtnax“htvtrhuan.intarpzitnd'liturallf
g.m Yidla, but it seems Mm'l.l‘kalxaﬁa-
- exscuti wer's conceived &8 reprisal
Tor the death of Jupanese officers and |
soldlere in the bettle for Lalli. At all

evenis the order was pessed to Capt
mﬂmzm who in turn hended it on to Lt
Suitabls groves were pranared to recaive the

Australicns sbout to be sxecuted that day.
Soms of the rrisensrs who were recuired o
contlinue working at LAHA wers allowad to live
and the balance - about 108 (incl the
SOBWAKODA party) were set aside for exacutlon,

The graves (Nos 2 & ) were dug in the
vielnity of the prison barrvacks both at
SOEWAXODA and TAWIRI, and it is resasonable to

] i

arsas wers ths ones later executed and buried,
laﬁl_bff the remainder concentrated in the
& ﬁ 4 =“Tresa. : X» g

T e "
mﬂqﬂj

erence

f. A0

See sSketch
ap

RCDIG1025495



=

7 to B

12,12 &

14 Feb

15 Feb

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

| 4 BA¥iG vA aceompenled by WO YAMASHITA and

 p:rsonsal balongings.

the sxecution party of about 40 arrived ab
SOTRAKODA by barge end procesded lmuedistely
with the exscution of ¥ejJor Newbury's perty
(now balisved to heve numbersd 46). “hon it
had been complated he roturned to LaHa whare
the second execution wes sither la progress
or about to commence.

Seme time sfter return of the SOTWAKODA |
sxacution narty te LAHA the Japsnsse mtﬂ
wing Comssnder Seott and 59 Aust army, RALF
and puteh prisomsrs mear the mouth of the LiWA
niver = lammediately north TawlRI
villags, iAis far as can

Compound on foot

ell thelr

known by what sub-uni

whe hed bees living in the hills of HATOZ
begsn Lo surrender in parties to the Janenese
-t s sickness etec. They

y in the barrscks
"qiwIRl, and wers brought

the old Duteh stoable building
Lilik Yharf - on or &bout 16 ¥Fab,

he austr:lism airfie . d party continuea to
:wrk in thet area and those at TiWIRl simply
remeined in their compound.

Approximately 100 Jap seilors, probeily
ﬁ:mm pout 4 officers, arrived Ly Derge
from AXBUN. They are thought to heve baon the
survivors of thas crew of & minssweeparT OF
nineswesnsrs sunk in the Bay of smbon. This
party apparantly left LiHA the suae evenling
shortly after darke.

(omasnc soon after lumch the Aust ¥ hsld
&t the ﬂ‘;fhu barrocks, with &«ll thely
personal possessions (they had been told thay
wers golng Lo & mew camp) came to the wharf

that the move was orderad by Sub Lt FUKUDA
then &t ths wharf bullding, under |

from Mear Admirel I TAK(Yika. The lomsding of
ths prisoners was almost certainly suparvised

by ICHIUCEHI.

area by truck in smell parties. It 1s Likely

RCDIG1025495
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From the wharf aresa the prisonsrs were
conducted on foot in twos and thraes by Jep
soldiars or saillors to ths greve prepared
imzedistsly south waest of T.wiRI village.
There they wers omecuted, 155 of them, by
swords and bayonets in tho hands of the Jap
mineswasper sallors. FUKUD:A was probebdbly inm
eharge of the executlom ground, bacause he
was not s¢en sl the wharf HC emmmm'
noon. Other high ranking officers may slseo
have been presemt, for & driver reports haviag
urrl:d a Clm to the airfieid rn% s bout
sunsav.

Thare is an alternative theory concerning the
execution bused on amn uneonfirmed report

thet the Austrsallans were executed and ulu
ﬂtm w rds of the wharf ¥ building, sad
Y reburied et the location whare
the hodin heve been foumd, This is at lsast
pn:;i:h in .;tﬂlif the difficulsy of

es ting s8lze of greve necessary to
“contein 135 bodiss, so they mx not huve
baen pronarly covared,

16,17, The umm mtrau
15, 19 60 and 70, neer ﬂn
HO tn:udl tl'. thl nnrt ittl- or

no work -xmt miur m minor tesks,

20 Feb 1100 The Austrullsn prisomers wers taken from their
auarters with all

l

s8e
Skatch
e

tahnnthsrmm
mw.ntMMh
uumaummrmmmu-.
nor whethor sny of tham were officers. fHowever
sluce Sub Lt FUXUDA was still commandiag et
Seemine Hheh M6 MATE Bosmite M““’”‘m“
| | dMﬁmm | o
7 . | ICHEIUCHL stetes thel he was called to AMBON

| on the moraing of the 16 Feb and that he has
no knewledge of subsequant events at LaHa

- AT T e e ———— —_— L Rp—

nglishmen
| from time to th-byth Janunase
the yearys that followed the occupat
is fairly relisbly reported that at
eomne T rnmutimtmkpl-um

According to the hadjus of LATA asnd LAHA

respactivaly and Hermen PADUA, tmglish PY were

MMMI.IAIE“M‘L&M&W
o

after the wmcasascrss and trensported
work at LAHA for sbout one year, Austral
: | mmnluﬂuﬂmammm
- aftar tha landing,

Eﬂhmﬂ m_’.k LEUMEIHA of ASTT.ORT.OR wha wae
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

- knowledge
boen

loved by the Jepunaese as & cocllie boss
:pt.h: lirilold paes stated thet he is the
sole witness to aa executicn of 15
Australians which touk pluce about a ysar
after the lsadl
' eirfield. The p ers, he thinks, were
brought from T -NTOZI with & perty of 25, 10
of whom returnsd to LMBON,

nfortunstely he has no knowlsdge whers the
Eﬁiu were {ihl ultimately, except that
thn truek cuarrylng them procesded from the
i towswds the airfield slong ths road to
the wharf, |

puring end after Fab 42 many
geeurred inr the Jo panese nm:l‘m-t
 LalA, The Yoshiware and Yamashita platoons
' and probably the Waksbayashl Unit were

 sent to other theatres (JASEHO wnits te

 PIMOR & WaKiBiYaSHI Unit to GUA i
and many of the original landing forece

;
persoanel went to Jupan and AMBON. Changes
| disnersal of troops with defini
. Md’ the exscutions ssous to have

if not uuhnuﬂ
et lLewst with officicl sporeciation of Lhe
circunstunces demanding

&t the Jep Ho morih of the |

kefsraence
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SUKARISED REPORTS BY JATANZSE BX MIMBR:
OF J/TANSSE FORCES OF OCCUPATION.

REPOETS BY I DONBIANS,
SUMMARY OF SSCAPKS FROM LAHA BATTLAFITLDS,

REPORT CONCHRNING CORDITIONS IN HASS ORAVES LAHA=
SUANAKCDA INCLUDING LIST CF EYTUITHNOES,

VAR ORGANIZATION OF JAPANTSR FORCIS
SMPLOYED IN THE BATTLE FOR LAHA,
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. Ing See =
6 Inf Bp =
HiZaRISKI Shigeo i& Dec 45

At time of the lsnding he was & Corporsl (2ad clses Fele)
commending 2 .eo¢ of the ilesdquerters party ander %.0s ISHIKAWA
dstazarinon (now Cupt ISHILAKA =he went to Japsn im Zpril 1945).

fe moved from HITOL LAMA S0 SOEWAXODA, arriving at sbout
1400 hrs 21 Jan 42+ At 1600 he went in® =etion ¥ith his section
et the Laki HEivere. Casuslties were suffered snd 2% 2100 hrs that

PErty was withdrasn to SO0ERALODAe 4%t 0400 hrs -
of 1 Feb this party sgain went into sction
daylignt he was ounded im the right vy
de returned % SC0LLALOus wlone snd there recelve
He remained at SOLINALODA until the

_ Cupt HATALEIALA with & surrender party inmol IZLUCHT went to
the iharf st abont 06L0 hrs thet morning.

#hile he remained ot CONWAKDUA he noticed s party of aust-
€ moriing of the 2nd, which, by the evening of the Zrd
' number to =Pout 50 He heord that they had surrendere!
45 the Jepanese (vide statement held by (% Iaf Bae). The prisonsrs
Wrere under guard in the Inconesian school building (Vide 2)-teh attd).

At sbout midday on 6 Feb Lt NiraCaAva snd 4.0. YALASHITA
arrived at SQOLWALOLA by barge from Lalld with o party of 40 ascldiers
“ho were mewbers of the YO3HIWAxa §15 men) snd YAMASHITA (25 men)
Shotai (pls) of the lat and 2né SISEEO | -

The execution was carried gut
by sbout 1500 hrs in the afSernoon at =
Sketoh dap attd)e. He witnessed the exeen
priseners snd then left for the village.

ke 416 not see either NAZAO4LRA or YAMASHITA exesute any of
the prisomers but says thet 4 or & swords were ueed by Fetiy Officers
in conmand of the sections. Une of the gswords employed hed belonged
%0 #.0. YOREINARL who was killed 2 seb 42 in sotion st the -sis Alver.
The othera were the property of the F.0s vho used theme Some of the ®)
were kill hé believes, by bayoueds attached to the rifles of & few
of the soldiers present. Thoce who killed She prisofers had volunteere .

pert in the

inmediately snd completed
lace uesr SOERAZOLA (vide
iom of sbout the firet 15 =

He believes that the motive for the execution was ene of
revenge ior the death of numbers of the SAZHED Units killed sa the
LAWA Liver - in perticalur for the death of ®.Ue YOSEIWARA,
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S
HabaN183]1 “nigeo (Cont'a)

From the wharf he went to quarters provided in the house
of the isd je of TAwIKl (vide Ske toh Nap) snd retired esrly being
very tired. He remained in his quarters wntil the moruing of 8 ¥eb.
He heard during 7 Fed that cbout 60 Austrelians hsd been executed
nearby on the evening of é Febd commemcing at about 1800 hrs. le aid
ot hear the name of the unit rosponsible for the execution bat
knows definitely that #.0. Sadall sekutaro (0.0« MG Party of 1lsut
hure) himself exeeuted -t leest ofic of the prisoners. Capt
HaTalLYAEA, he believes, was also present the execution but ioes
not know whether that officer uwsed his sword. He thinks that
HATAKEYAEA ordered the prisoners’ wricts @ be bound snd that they
be buried with ell their gear. He heard thet th: prisoners executed
héd been membére of the LAAF and iust Worters and MGs. (NB. It is
slgnificant Lo note et practicslly ull essualties suffered by the
Japs were coused by Awsiralisn mortars and mechine guns which had
been sited in TAWIRI villepe sud that S4SAKI's party loest 4 killed
&nd 25 wounded, inoluding 4 P.08.)e h

| He slates that the prisoners (number not known) were kept
from & Feb 42 until 6 ¥eb 42 in & barked wire enclosure surrounding
¢ Indonesian houses in the villasge of TAWIRT (vide Sketoh Map).

with rogard to the RiiF prisomers, he heard at the time
that & party of sirmen numbering 17 or 18 whe were escsping f
the north coast of HITOE Peninsula hsd been picked up =t sea
& -p;m 2 & Japunese destroyer which brought them bagk te
on re - '

After breakfest 8 Feb he went for a
where the battle hsd been fought and also te

walk
see
Wy

to see the
the grave of

- el s
from

.

prisoners executed on 6 Feb. ithout difficul
¥hich were covered with red clay
mo

freshly tar
he was taken by barge t9 ANBON Wharf
there to Vistoris Barrscke where there was =

He heard later slso thet the smell greve in =
ed Jocent Lo the pite contsined the teo Austral iene who hed
sccompenied FULUDA's patrol te ALLANG. These were exeouted
shortly after their return to LalHis (ABe These bodies have been
resovered snd sre imeluded in Orsve No & totals).

| some time later, while at Viectoris Barracks. he heard
from other Jar seoldiers re tnst about 180 more dustralian
prisoners had been executed st LiHA on or about 15 Feb 42, =nd
from them obtaincd direetions W the two zn'u gitep. He st=tes
thet he vae aot sble subsequently W visit the places. (sccording
to Indonesisns aow st LaHi and Distriet he was seen st Lill. seversl

times during 194%i.

*_ jueh of the informstion concerning the orgsuization of
- %he Jup Force st LAlA (vide Appendix & ) was given by HAN /ANISHI.
ﬁ is very obviously vell iaformed concerning Jap solivities at
;u.;m "ould sppeer Lo be clever. I believe he kinows more thas
he hes

t admitted. I wounld recommend that he be medically
14 “ith & vien % lJetermining vwhether the injury he cl-ims
D have suffered in the asction waa genuine. |

Lts
I.00 63 Inf Bn
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WeDe I4iiiBE Hasate 1£ Dec 45

i ated & Iy :

%a8 & Corporsl (2nd Cluss Zele) nmding 2 See of

cdrst r1 1st sure (Sub Lt PO UL dinngeukile He lunded at 5170%
matmaomwﬂmu-ummun '

chhesd
the Firet Platoon was employed to holid the Eround gained sni to
ullosd steres from ehd inge T4iiB5 comntinued in this manner untyl
0400 hrs on 4 Fed 42 mmnmtrmwmm.
Aracks carried the rty 1o LORIANPATA where it was eplit =% 1800
ASBON vi= PaS0 snd the remsining $¢ proceeding
| O seb 42 vis rosd

harf ares -
. _ $ted inm

4% and in gepage building ( vide

| » The change was effected boosuse
Previously occupied the whars area moved to UBOH on or

fhile he lived in TAWIZT willepe he did not see or
hear of sny sustrslisn prisoners there. :

| P
®with Zab Lt Rinnpeari YUEUDA's patro
&8 belicved 190 exist. The patrol retarned
8 Feb hoving wolked the ¥hole distaence and

f¢eomprnied the patrel ss guldess He heard on the ' ﬁ _'-
that adout 50 iustirsl jeng had been execouted during

Or the ingress of any Indonesisns. On 2meh
freshly turned carth of what he sscerind
90 susiralians exeonted

S¢a north cas. of TAWIRI Yillage. Un the 1oth
the vhsrf sree sad

about 4 OUffrs, K.
bro
heard later thutg they were

which hsd been sunk in the Ps
been sent 1o ¢

to Victoris Earrscks at
CHEUCRI for the firet time.
oli L0 aim any exeoutions ot L-EA bul he bhenrd
I Jepenese (names not remembered) the approximste

those ausiralisne whe were sxeeutes 15/20

entl Lo BORLAT lmirt---.it-'*ltw:.fu
ter to Fi02 (HALI HER48)e After 4 months

. Iived in the vieinity or the

rly good reoollection of the logntion

it %111 de noted thet he was
!H.'.hn ARy executlions sere teking place.

I-Oiﬁﬁ I& h#_

‘ RCDIGT1025495
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: - 3 A
Int fee
62 ianf Fn
P00 QRaA Eitsujire | 1 Dec 45
Wt

e wse & driver in & dec of the atlached Fartly of the
15t LUkSe Hde mrrived at LAH4 on 4 Febd and went te Vicloria Barracks
AMRCE on or sbout 27 Feb 4Z.

Durilig bis siay st LAHa his vehicle
gusrds Lo 2nd from their duty asnd Tor trausport
the erese For 4 uays - 10, 11, 12, anid 15 ied he

- rustralisn Prisoters who were uti a8 loadiag

Br nesr LAda Wharf to oollect aust Priconera ¢
E:ﬂ‘z:m_mrtﬁ of the airstrip (viie Sketch m |
osrryins 15 to 18 men on a stnm to the well &
aear the wharf. de snderst at the g hey were
new Lurracks sni remerked that they vere in posses

reonsl gesr (knives, forke, apooss iLucked imte
glmurn vere not tied uar m B_DISEe -
now assumes therefore they were not told thaatl ! nere
execuied. sach time he went to the barracke for prisoune:
supervised losdimg end told him %o proceed to H. at the

| fhe order for ihe orisoners L0 be
area was _xml} | m :u“!;:'- SHINOYA Keanjeni (wWho i
e at GALALA). | iz instruvctions f
Rinnesaki, »he was in cowsand of the Jap H«
vharf. .

ile heerd d daye or o week later that
transported were executed that sflernoon | - the o
of = minesweeper (neme not kmoun) which #us sunk
Bay of AMBON, The wen came from W«
seversl vehieles were used earlier in sivernoor
prisoners o the wharf st the orders of F«O¢ SRINOXA.
E- d1d not hear of the loestion of the greve dug fo
por the nsmes of those responsible.

s
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LUKO Ginitohi

Was & menmber of the Aittached Party transport section
under “.0. ODA.

arrived with the Seec after the batile #nded and was
quertered at the Garage building near LiHd Wharf wnder the command
of 2.0+ SHINOUYA.

varing his stey at Lafi he was kept very busy &t his
work and had 2o time to se2 mueh of the ausiralisll Frisoherse

At about 10 or 11 in the moruing oi the ldth. or idth
Feb a considerseble number of sailors fiom & minesweeper (swhose
number he heard was “9") arrived st the whar? by dbarpge from AMBON.
They were ermed with rifles and bayonete and he does not remember
seeing them leave latere.

During the afternoon of 14th or 1lOth Feb F.O. SHINOYA sent
seversl vehicles ont tec carry aAvstralian prisoners but he did not
himsclf carry any umtil late in the aftemoon, sbout sandosn, sfter
he hed been swmnoned %o the i« buildimwe (vide Sketeh Map) by
soneone spcaking oa the phone. e procecded to Lhe where
the Austrel ians were snd there saw [CHEUCHI bat did net speak to
him. The prisoners had all their porsonsl gesr and on two trips
he earried &b or 40 of them o 2 place Just in front of the i
building near the wharf where & number were sssembled. -

He did net see Saub Lt FUELUDA on the sfternoon concerned
but states that that officer was commanding in the whar' area at

the time.

% Lt
IeDe 62 1 Bn
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ut See¢
6 Iaf 3a
Pole 1BOUE KA 12 Dee¢ 45

Interrogsted 1D Leo £9:

This msn ses & member of 5 #1 1 SASHEQ ettached to 1 LUK
anier commeni 0f #.0e YOSHIWARAe |

-

) t into =etion at
Yhe party lsnded st AIT0L Lalla snd wen
the Laua diver up; Yel 42 sad was repalsed minus O men killea
inelading w.0. YOUHINAGLA. |

' the
m:.l:lnut:lonmtaqh-mmmﬂ _ |
SALABAYASEI Unit try e emter TLRIRI Villsge mi:nl very strong
opposition. _

iarly on the moraing of & Feb the party, 3
Jun zmwﬂ' 4, came Lo the high mm 290 - La
shen the battle cuded the members, sntered ; g =2
the sirstripe Un srrivel he saw $O0 or 60 1; r8] mm : ‘ulu‘
i ﬁ :::::”h: m_m”’"w Mt 5 rebs surimg this liae
:ﬁl::r:lrn?ut Prisoners nor did he enguire I& hm&: wheresboubse

on sbout 5 Feb he was moved to =a
2ikIRI, where he continaed to live sutil sbout
‘whole party moved Lo AKBON. |

and

indeonesisa house ia
17 Fed 42 when the

de states that he wes io L RIRI at The time
SOE%ALOUA execation smd heard of it while sufferiag f_ﬂhr&a

from & iriend whose aLame he does not remembelXe

since he waas saffering 12
aot huve been cohcermed im the executi
nor, he ssys, does he know where &
a8 to whether there were
after & feb he at first s
on the 8ih and S5ith and
antil ke wenti “_ ANEOR e -
sttnok of melsria 7-11 Jeb he

#hen seked vwhetlner he |
‘ exeo on & Feb, he sireugly denied
:.::a:: iii:h;ont ::19; inte stion seid ne felt 111 and ssked
o leave the room. iie seened agitated.

== | jled knowladg
£ subsequently sgein demied havi detziled
of aay of the :-uum snd said he only lLesrd later in AMBOR of
those tuxt took place choul the 15%he

: " { dates =

InlpihnMinmuMMiﬂt e -
- his professed ignorsice of even

u‘: ::: :11';:15'::«1“ ginoe he was living umum yurds of

the firet plsce of m“ml at ZawIRl.
1421H4u15ﬁ;} ot
1.0« 6¢ InT Ba
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Int See
s 6c Inf Pa
PeOe BATAHLBE § 12 Dec 48
This men was perzonal servent to W.0. SASAKD 0.C. MG
Farty 1st Zure.

The 0 Perty mt inte

wtion et the Liva River on
£ ieb snd shortly sfterwards ecsunlties it wae foreed to
utumumummmmmuumuuum
worning of the “rd snd vhen the Asustirslians saurrendered emdbred
Lala TARISI willage wiih sbout 20 men. The remsinder had
been killed or vounded (4 & 24) in the dattle.

A1l the inelnd Fele SASAKI left Liila om the
mrning of 7 Fed 48’::?--# to Vigtoria Barracks

¥hile =zt LAH
uu of the sirfielé
to sa lndoncsien house’
entil departure. The
eirficlde.

WATARAERL etntes that S4ASAKI knew ICHsUCHI
Lidie He saye he does not kugr whether 948aLT wag st
execution on 6 Feb €2y nor the number of the executed.

well at

TA%IRT

I believe thet WAT . NABE ig & plausidle lisr with M to
E;‘"!“ of 8484ikle. o s

Mm

1.0+ 82 Inf Bn

———
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int See
¢ Iaf Pa
%eUs EILUNO Tchikagm - 12 Dee 45
doterroguted 10 Dee 48:
Lended at HITOE La¥Mi commending 2 Seo ¢ £1 of lst fure.
Hi® 0.Ce ¥al HeQe YOSHIWARAS t,lmu Al.n attscied on
the Lawd Liver at 0200 on the feb 42. &% m‘ﬂ"!'ﬂ
foreed by mortiur sond NS n umnua
SOETALODAe At hre anight of & Pﬂ tm allh :tﬁ

Liwh snd at 0600 eroesed iLhe river and en rolth
of TAWIZI villeges Shortly af Ih Lat th
sec mode its way sceross the siriield the barrscks
the Japanese nar the SIL0ELA River (vide Zketeh |
the strip st 0700 or U800 he saw about 160

m

‘Eﬁc n-ﬂ.
rrisoners

re tarned o

the sftermoon he
al urt'ul. e
efternoon at SO0EVAKOLA.

4 rYed

YAEASEITA oF mslnm !11- BEe heard later of ﬁc tthr executions
but staies he knowa no dessils of any.

- 100 62 Ib

Lt
Bn

S
-
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27 =

t vee
Inf
Dec

ESY

in
ABE Kediichi 48
Rterrogs y :

de vas & member of the Inf Gun Party - 9/C &.0. INOUE (K.l

e
In the early sf ternoon of Z Feb 42 he left SOERAKODA
under orders to lead wounded baeck from the LAwA fromt. On srriving
nearly st the river a party of sbout 10 Austrelisns csrrying a white
flog csme towards him pp the road. Thegy were accompanied by anether
Jap 80ldi r end seemed Lo be led by & man of cousidersble uﬂ'.

ABE sccompmjed the perty to Jap &y (vid ua:mnm |

at SOEWALODA and there handed it over to i.o- 8UNA O
beczuse he

Det of the attaghed Farty.
He did not see where mmmu-,
returned immedistely to the LAWA in sceordance with previous orders
- and uﬁruﬂhﬂnmmmulm-ﬁhmmtuu the
uni te He was ynartered on the nortn side of the sir ield and did net
hesr of any mntim until the dg lﬂn they had taken place.
He heard ulso thal those exeouted om or sboutl 6 Feb 42 were RAAF and
Army personuel of Lortar snd NG dets.

KSe It is reasonsble to sssume that the party of 10 sfastiraliasns
was in faet lMa) NEWBURY'S origimal surrender delegation.

| | I.a.u%

%
Bn
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PeOe i30 | Hisskichi

Woe u manber of £ Seo of Machine Gua Partye

after arrivi :tm'mau was A/ cn oe
airiield srea. g - y i‘ - .

~ He knows no detsils of the executions but believes thet some
may heve been carried out s reprissla for the wounding of 4 of
the F.U. Se¢ Commanders of the pariye. |

PeOo ZSUKABARE Jues
laterrogsted 10 Uec 45
| ins & member of 1 See (F. Ueds) of Mechine Gun Pertye

He was employed after srrivel at LAHA in 4/a defence role and

#aye he knows of the broad fact thet & number '
- wWere executed at about that time. | et s sl

-

Pele u& MMI
imterrogated 10 Dee 44:

He wag o member of the SATO Section of the Ma hine @ e
SATO was vou.ded =t the LAWA Liver on £ Feb 42 . - e

On arrival &t Lilla he retired to his quariers nesr the

airfield « h= had no sleep for about 4 4 gnd remained
unlil the morning of 7 ieb uuhnninum to JEBOR. - -

lie professes complete ignorsnce of 9f the circumsiances
surroundiag the execution. | i o

NEe I find it difficult to delieve that thie man would be permittsd

to spend about 72 hours in his guerters while s0 much work must
have been required of the soldiers during the pericd of censolidation.

Lt
1¢0¢ 62 Inf bn
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30 7

STATRMINT MADE BY JAPANESE LT Coub
KOBYASHJJIN Oun®, L7 YAMANQUCHI,

S<1 _INO & INTERPRSTER ISUDM

8, The ldentiffcation of Naj

photograph to the men
- Jan and Febdb 1942, e

LY Com KOBAYASHI ords
h{ the Ja —
Le kis

r"- :
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t s8¢
iaf Bn
nasec 45

-
=

&

-nrag

grensletion of Statement By E“IH'E!“ ﬁ! SIKIJULOW
*Inforasantion mmht 61 Agsm % sxecuted dy Jmmps'

on 20 gbmrw y uvné‘ was in & coconut . mtm
20 metros from the bri Rear ra TRy garage &
I sew two Japeness soldlaera earrying rifles examining the arae
sround the cocomut trse in which T was, They did this Lo sasurs
thet there was nobody in the sree. After sesrching ths orea one
B e T T i i it R st

| had o 2 | . R

long, Tls oh e o lih'Tin wwes

lded.

Tiul¥l, anc climbad down.

£11 this took slace on 20 February 1942 beiween
1100 sanc 1300 hours. | e

The Information I have glven above is true.

(3*gued) Chr ¥ikijuluw

Witness: §.R.Marshell
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BoDa: i m

This aan iz e mrwrut‘ Sow Gn.lm

- ¥rom 1l ¥eb 42 he worked for the Janvnesse, assisting the 4ri.tm
near bulldlng ln LANA cherf &reéa.

on 15th, Fobruary 4% he moved to N Bullding, LANA mu’ araa,
working in the Jrp kitchen.it about the sems Lime the Jans
brourht 71 susirelicns ead pDuteh from the hills of UGl whire
they had surrsndared _&l]l esrried riflee but hed

t ok, rm;ﬁﬂ‘ ki alebles near Lhe &
ihey did mt MOTK. |

Tovards ths sul of Feb ¥
axecutad, The re:som Iy m M
shins htl teen suuk nesy LI.LM. hiﬂl

pur tie eaxecution, unobody was la.lﬂni o h‘m roud in the

t.‘ln'.'s
three

tm

117‘3 t,i ‘fpﬁ_
The sxecutad nfa t.hoh' hands tiee s tm blindfolded before
thay wers teken Lo pluce of exscul ion "’. rs that dey
PADUS went home vie the airflieid ss exe § Q

| -_ﬂn following morning thsre wers ne 4 '“""”‘ a8 in the s

mrﬂ th ecoconut tress ¢

after the sxscution ne Aumum orked ATLA 1
t:umrmmmmnun"_ y dum
at LATA.

' muamm grave was

:Th.hmn ﬂnsmwhﬁ
hﬂﬂnh as to dotes and _ ;
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' : int Cee
o LSCAPLS FROM Lala 6¢ inf Bm
iZ beeg 40
. ~ :. l 1-_:___ 3 & i A HGH 3 1' ’..‘ 3 .:...!_'ﬂ - N _-.“

I.0. 62 Bn with % Inf Bde Fatrol 26/27 Cet 45.

64 BEn Petrol to ALLANG 2/6 Now 45.

62 Bn Zatrols LAHA sres Oot/iov 45.

Patrel Lorth cosst m by Jelestplst (En Interpreter)
? ov/E uﬂ

pin g £k er WS et BAal 2 14 - 4 . il A

[1E0 of 2 sov 45 "Recce LiMA k ares Wi b Comst
22/1:2 " 22 Lov 45 "Reocee LLLANG sres.”

1 ) : -
L ¢ b el e W ar. e

ibe following numbers of Auatrslian escapees from
- LaHA area orossed HITOE Peninsule to norih coast vilisges,
Quring period 30 Jan 42 to & reb 42:-

rrived st LINA 21 (imol 11 RaaF)
" QLEANG 4
. * ASTLOELOE "
Total 38

Jubseguent movenmentis of these were:-

aArrived from LAHA r 3 |

!l ASILOALOE In parties of 4,5 % 1
| " KAITETOE

o L " HATOE f.r m tt an

. | " ALLANS "

wied of umawuan sesa

LEFT LIKA BY RATIVE CRAFT FOR
DESTIKATIONS SOUTH 00AST CERAM

ASILOLLOE: 4arrived direcot from LANHA

&
Lﬂ'iﬂi IHI LINA 10
QZRLING -

17
Zeturned to LNBON to surrender  _2
LLFT ASILOELOE BY NATIVE CRAFT POR
JESTIRATIONS OUTH COAST CLlAM 15
QEIENG arrived direct from LaHa 4
To ASILOELOE 4 -
LAITETOR | arrived from LIMA 2
- LEFD EAITSWOR RY KATIVE CRAPY FOR
v DESTINATIOCKS 30UTH COAST CERAM: "
y 4
1 _
- 3+ . ‘_
b3 e s ssceped from LA to Korth const 8 (imel 11 B
f smu-rd from HATOE 2
3 "  ALLANG (Ztes G-Iau.m- |
R vempbell) 2
" ANPON ("Rex" " Jack") 2
mt at Lika (Pte a4, BBMD e

Left horth cosst V for muuttn-
South Coaet Cersm (Inel Lt Hax Erown
& 11 RALF) ' M-Sene.

Totul

%L_
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T+0s 82 bn vith 43 Bde st ro
60 Bn Patrel ‘fn sov 45 .

26/27 0ot 45.

Patrel by J mestplst (Bn interpreter) £8 iov/2 Deo 45.
T

iel S Ure

= 1

B

‘e
Ak

6% Bu 22 /151 of 22 iiov 45 "Reoce - ASILORLOR to x4ITXIOR”

LBgupes:
‘Zoint  Heans
LINA - Native ANAdA]L (Geram)
cralft
. LORBHOE "
A3ILOBLOR . ELPAPOEZIH "
* : LOZHOZ
LAUKEA
EATTETOR - RO

(8) It appears p
left fm for ALAHAI were
brought bsck to Lila, where
(B) 4Although petrols zt ver

Ceram have had daiffieul

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

in a’itmuﬁ
information, it is hugd that the
resched GLSMR I5 en route to Auctralis.

2/z/an
20/2/42

27/z/42

L]

Har 42

obable thaet the 11 R44P mml who

Wured en route snd
veére exeguted.

ious villeges on soath ocosst
ag curs te
Army personnel

M Lt

Is0¢ 62 Inf Bn

&F
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The coldly ealeulsted and bestiul pl.u to m
: m tMn who k¢ opposed the Jemanese on the battlefields

of T/¥IRXE i: clearl raﬂ.m ?g the obvious allotment of
prisoners for the ing to unita snd individucls, and by the
dresdful disordsy of tha mm of the vietims ia thelr w
vas. The prisoners were used &8 coollie laboursrs nd

1y usefulness had caesed they were murdered in cold bloocd
wlﬁntnaz:ﬂ:oth’;:hwu not tmmm«lhuhntnz’
or otherwise. Vhat ignit they were sub_ected to while
r—n.luu #live con omly ba conjectur-d.

For roady identificetion the 4 muin gruve sites
bave yonnwbaméhmitﬂmﬁﬂlwhthum
loectasd as followa:- _

Creve Mo 1 - nosyr LAHA Wharf -
2 = Nosr SCRVARODA =
S = NE of TiwWIRI
qauwmm

HDTRSON - War Grses Unit

e mrn; -nmmm‘m

cﬂicmmmm(
boutl.rmm

:}i& é;nh dm dmﬂ“&iﬂm wers mhh ths

from

'rhcsmllh-nm )iled huphazardly one
of the other and apperently all mm-z&m
pmulmlnlmmm.nimet“mmn

This gr ve producad elesar av that the -
| umu of the men had Shelr wri.ts bound with lengths of slignal
wire, but thers was liitls suggestion thet the orisomers hsd
hn executed. This would be comnsistent with the thsory
beharded
that the sabcutiions were dous lunm_yrdnuart *p soldisrs
udum:fuul WO EDOLS o

BY -qum recovered it wos sesumed that st
least thso of the axscuted were [uteh,

It is believed the Offieiel : wm xq. two
nxpomn it tiais zreve,
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: 14 Hov 45 -
g: Cpl (now Pte ) HINDERSON - ¥Wor Graves Unit

8J% DaLl
Pte ¥.BRNKETT) Int See, &5 Inf h.

| - A party of 6 Jureanese was used Lo excavate this grauve
site snd & number of additional sites in the vielanity were tesiaed.
Ths bodlss (bones only) were covsrad sbout £ febt of sarth eand
ths depth of the hole bensath wus & 3 fTeat.

Many of the hewds recovered were severed from the
bodies (iB: 4 or 5 "Samurai” swords were asmployed in the exscution)
and in the majority of cases wrists hed desn bound togsther with
4" menlille rope in the trudltionsl msnner behind the baecks. It wes
obvious from the srrengemeut of bodies in tha grave that they had
boen kicked or thrown in one on to» of the other, and Indications
were thet &n unsucesssful sttempt had been made $O burn them.

There was ao indicatien :.n th.‘l.ﬁ“ul:n tm :n: of :
sxscutsd were other thsn amstrallsn. | A persone
no dises idantity wers rscoverad, the © poritive imtﬂ::u-
Mo vhotograph: of any kind were made at the grave,

being the paybook orlqor Naewbury.

Capt BOWARD - 33 Inf Bde(SCA)
capt FLETCHIR - 33 Inf {ALO)

"~ Ccapt Davis (RMO)
capt MOULONALD
cant ROWAN
LS MaRSHALL
Lt EeCLOY
Lt BUBB
Lt MeXIWZIZ
L% GLUYAS
Lt HRARLE
Chap GUIST

WO DAKSCN
Cpl BIUDLE
Cpl PHILLIPS

Cpl POTTINGER - Tar Graves saint Unis,

Jup working purty (ebout 30) eleared & track through
thick jungle to the site ~nc commenced work ¢t two pleces sbout 10
yerds apsrt, . third site (complet a rough trisngles) was found teo
contain 2 bodles. In eddition § trial holaes ware sunk in the vielinit

- 83 Inf Bn

- CFSS

The skeletous were baneath 2 to 3 feat of earth and
hed been buried fully clothed, im & numbar of cuses (about 10)
~ with wrists Gound by signel tirc. There wus no positive avlidence
thet any of the men had beoen behesadsd but the confuslon of the
bodies in the pit and the stule of thel. decompositlon may lave
procluded this belng found. It is ressonable Lo prosusne thet most
of tho men ware Db:Yonottaed, S
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Hany plisces of squipment and small P
wers racoversd including 4 RAF and 3 Dutch metal ldentit |
- Baysral loather thongs whleh hed currisd dises fdentity Jnum'
recovaraed .ln_t.uat. They had not besn broken or cut,

Approximetely S50 exposures on 35 I
&% this site by Unit Photqrapho::o 6J Ing Bn, T

Briczcdier H WRIGLEY and Colonel CUNN, Wer Crimesg

Commissioner, inspectad this site during exhumet :
sxauined bound wrist bones and ldentifications, by m-

v £

0 4 - 135 las $

ﬁ:‘lucu
0sad: 8 Dac 45

Zjewituosses: Capt williems - 33 Iuf Bde
. Chap Noverley - 58 Iaf Bde

Cept MeiUONALD)
am
_ - 82
Lt MeC 0¥ -

Lt INCRAM } :
‘pl Pﬂﬂmm = Wer Graves Msaint Unit -

(Legel officer)

Pt HINDERS

S  Jup wor bout
o 8ite tgrumluum_’:::,l:r. gy

mmauutmm;-u

Lleysd at this

This site indloanted even mors dresdful kKllling

| The skeletoas wers found dapth only
3“:::;.::“00-!&-%“ u‘:hhm““‘ ~ A
abou was found 1a the cornar of seech pit end othars
had obvliously bson separsted from the bodies. |
Ly K2 " . u;‘: A Tow sets of wrist

| - In oms pit bDlackensd bones
&t burning but this cannot readliy be nrovad.

violsnce sither bafore or after deaih, T e -

In most cases bones were s0 closel aermingled
of complete skelstons was impossid o:“

for i i
brouas '

belt had |
ne lstters or

suggested an sitempt

remeining
daconf osed compl 1y
| ﬂq_,-ns oa the t::;ﬂilg

. | All ths bodies hed bean full ' fully
equipbed sud a number of idsntlfications hevs w—'ﬁ. NS

m condition of this grave -as nt-ﬂmw
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it ean only bs prssumed th:t ons of two things happened., Lithey
the bodles were burlsd, dug up and reburled, or slse death was
due to belsadlang and bayometting, sfter which the bodies were
kickead, bashed or violently throwa into the pit. In the latter
cireumstence it is not lmpc-sible that some of the men may have
been alive when buried. '

A% least three skulls were brokem ss though by
blows with & rifle butt or other heavy instrument and it ls
signigicant Lo note that . heevy stick roughly sheped as & club
about 2'6” long (similar Lo those comsistently usad by the Jsoanese
on this lsland) wes emong the articles recovered from the grave,
One skull wes found in 6 or 8 pleces, whils another hLad the lowsy
Jaw shettered. In addition ome hed & round hole which could have
baen meade by & buyonst pushed im snd rotated,

About 25 pho phs were made in and about this
grave by Usnit Photograpier, Ianf Bn,

Jote: ses in eddition officlal reports by wer Greves Melnt uUnit

tion with sil ths scbove graves,

Mm

1.0, 65 Iunf Ba
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