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SECRET

:‘ | AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE

17 AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE

REFORT ON OPERATIONS 29 JUN - 14 JUL 1941

s B SYRIAN FRONT
4! ,_ | -
j > lil JI.:-' '::l.rl;i:r ] [ ] L o L] L] L] . - [ ] L L] -
o 17 AUST IIF BDE, which had been
under orde: ve to command 7 AU”T DIV since 12
JUNE mer—9 w: £ Camp HILIL 69 at 0600 hrs A
29 FUNEA % - H%- 2N :
jp S—— L T N -'_
§- : _ _ﬂmfﬁ 3 y
= T L I mﬂved ahead of the column with
. o ny Brig ... 7'lfajor and Staff Captain, and reported to
Hajnr—ﬂeneral A.S. ALLEN, whose ¥ 2 were near TYRE,
a%zﬁpﬁfﬂx BEIO ars. The Column arrived at

DIV orders ﬂlﬂﬂﬂq a3t HADBOUCHE
which would be the coneentr4  Hn z.. for my cnmmand,
consisting of 2/3 and ggg_“._iﬂgggméh_ Pioneer Bn,

| %  but the latlery#as subsequc i1y move. By DIV to an
area on the qust.

.J‘ : - 3 i ".L

oy

v | 2/2 and 2/5 Bns kad been placed under ‘.
orders Gf 7 LUST DIV early in JUNE and one Cay eaeH" "
i, ik TR had moved fwd on 9/1C JUN’: the remainder of eaeh Bn
g i+ went fwd on 19 JuNe %43;3&1 to DAMZLZSCUS ares and 2"’5
. Bn, less "C" Coy, DEi.A% "RANSJORDAN I8 ''C' Coy
aperatou in.bERDd%YOHF becfmr,

. ® 'F.:I.'r

At o.F’;,q/ﬁr UNE, I went fwi to
HQ 21 AUST INF BDE with ry ade Major where [ cb-
tained guides to lead; 1 oint overlooking
eneny positions at DahﬂUﬂ A good

general view vs obtained but the morning light
denied a d=tai.ed wiew  f the WADI cﬂuﬁfry.

= . 1 00s0vars el JUL, guides from
ny Intelligence ;F;tiﬂﬁ met 2/3 Bn and guided then
to their concent- tiﬂ:}% %@aa (ref ‘map BEYROUTH)
124167,

% " Coyy 2/4 Aust Fd Amb was placed
under my cammand 1ur1ng the day.
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/ Iy Intelligence Officer obtained
dispositions of 21 AUST INF BDE by direct contact,
while I went to HQ 25 AUST INF BDE with ny Brigade
llajor to obtain particulars of operations on the
DJEZZINE sector, but I was unable to contact the
Brigadier who was out on recce.

In order to get the benefit of the
e afternoon light, I again looked over the DAI'OUR
0 sector and resolved an outline plan which contem-
plated the movement of my BDE around the right
flark of the FRENCH defences, and the blocking of
the road NORTH of DAKMOUR, which would be subject
to DIV approval.

I issued orde: that C.0's and
Coy Comdrs 2/3 and 2/5 Bns we .6 look over the
area wiﬁh.f“*ﬂwygan in nind. T

Ay o WATTEE L r e il

" At 0530-hrs, 2 JULY, 2/5 Bn less
-'2 "eY Coy .uided into its blvnuac area by BDE
Intell!f yersonnel,

*{ Arrangements were made to provide

i, canteen goods at once to 2/3 and 2/5 Bns.

ph. ' Fay was distributed and perconnel were sent to
*r the beaches in small and regular parties.

| This had a beneficial result on the troops.

At the request of DIV HQ To
| ascertaln attitude of inhabitants of NABATIYE,
f Lt WRAY and 6 men were ordersd to live in the town.
, ' WRaY did an excellent job and the information
collected was passed to Lt-Col FURLONG, Political *
Officer gttached to 7 AUST DIV.

= | I attended a conference ni DIV
| HQ, accormpanied by my Brigade llajor at 0900 hrs.
-t I subnitted my plan for the movement around the
ik . - flank of the DAMOUR defences wh'z2h was tentatively
a ) : [ accepted in principle.

L

. e By mutual ar: igements with Bde
5 '#f“ Comdr, 21 AUST INF BDE, I ordered 2/3 and 2/5 Bns
8 to send fwd small part*es of Officers and N.C.0's
> to live with front line Units in order to learn
o something of the difficult country leading to
River DANOUR. Sorme accompanied
patrols of units 21 AUST INF BDE in seeking river
erossings. This proved of the utmost
benefit later.

chuould my plan be accepted to
carry out the outflanking movement, it was necessary
g to start the troops as fresh as pm351ble. The
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country was extremely rough and progress was
reckoned to be NOT greater than 1 nile per hour.

It was therefore essential that ny force be placed
on the high ground in the vicinity of EL HARAI -
ER REZANIYE 36 hours before the battle. |
Although shown in distance from the road as 3

kilos to the former, the best part of two hours was
required to cover the distance. With this
acconplished, so nuch less fatigue would be borne
by the troops.

I ordered Lt MENZIES to recce the
area for Bn bivouac areas and a location for Rde
HQ.

Arrangements ws:¢ pmade to neet
"C" Coy 2/5 Bn during the nig > »f 2/3 JULY on

their arrival from MERDJAYOUF C::ca.

ot

On 3 JU'., I obtained engineer T 4
;f persop 3 ustruect Tps 2/3 and 2/5 Bns in the -
use o " y" Bonb,

d G.0.C. 7 AUST DIV called at 1100
-~ - hrs and discussed the general situation and plan
¢ - for DAMOUR, in which it was indicated that our
o 5, role would be as plan submitted. I
ol & called a conference of C,0's at 15(0 hrs and
“ outlined the general situation and ny proposed
plan. I had dictated 2 verbal
- appreciation (copy attached) which was the basis
#. for discussion.

. The DIV COIMD called a conference -
at HQ, 21 _AUST INF BDE, at 1700 hrs which was ]
attended by Brigadier J. STEVENS and myself.

The details for the general plan were gon® into.

I was ordered to elaborate my outline pla: .

DI was fixed for é JULY and the action or NAVY and

R.A.F. was outlined.

Vo e R I called a ¢ fepence of C.0's
5 at 0700 hrs 4 JULY when ny Br .cade lfajor issued
% a draft order in writing fo: the flank movement.,
- N o It was issued under this heading for want of a
il T L"" better term as my plan had not yet been fully
, endorsed. This draft order enabled
. Bn Comds to w¢ - out necessary details. |

T
b

- I met Brigadier STEVENS at his
HQ at 0900 hrs vhen the fire plan was worked out for
his attack in collaboration with C.R.A. (Brigadier
I', BERRYIAN).

lly Brigade llajor conferred with
G.5.0.I at 0900 hrs on further details. Div
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fixed area for "B" Echelon, while ny Staff
fixed that for "A® Echelﬂn and IULE Park.

During the night 4/5 JULY,
2/3 and 2/9 Bnas rnoved fwd to their assembly area.
2/3 Bn SOUTH of ER REZANIYE in sq 1251933 2/5 Bn
in sq 124193: Bde HQ in sq 12719 ; "B" Echelon
Jet Eds BEYRGJTH - IERDJAYOUN; "a'"' Echelon in sq
124167,

Two Coys 2/. Pnr Bn came under
command and, on the 21 AUST JNF BDE moving fwd, %
Sr;ly covered CDAST ROAD at SAADIYATE and 12. 194,
) 1 Sec 2/9 Fd Coy under comrand remained at
121185 (map ref BEYROUTH SEHEET I/200,000).

¢ Important operw.ions were in

progress on ~ right flank controlled by

Brigadier ¢ Sy S0 I remained for the night o
kat kis HO v 13 Brigada la jor and A/Intelligence %
Officer.

At 0800 hrs 5 JULY, I moved to

a . ny fwd HQ and ordered the establishment of an O.,F.
% at Pt 394 (sg 125195). This was
e connected with Bde HQ by wireless (Iio II set) and
- T g line. This point owerlocked the

whele battlefield of' DAMOUR and the 0.F., con-
trolled by Captain I. LOWEN, acting Intelligewrne
Officer, provided information during the battle
of the utmost importance, T was
the only sure sovrce of accurate iuinrmatiﬂn on
the whole front,

In the light of further infor-
mation eoncerning the front, and a knowledge .of
.- . the number of males available etc., my Brigad:
e Major reduced the outline plan to the form of an
Op. Instr, (Op. Instr, No 3 attached).

*‘ ¢ : .-| -
s B During the da), and at night,
rules with rations, ammunitict reserves, etc.,
moved fwd to Bn chaliElﬁs.'H : Water

was plentiful in each locality.

2/3 Bn carried out recce in
the vieinity clﬁ' 459 (sq 126193) and Pt 432
(sq 126194) whicn would be held if the crossing
of River DAIOUR was denied attacking troops.

+ was ordered to take over vital
areas from 21 AUST INF BDE when they moved to the
attack. In order to conform to this
instruction, and at the same time maintain concen-
tration in some degree so as not to prejudice
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our role, I ordered 2/5 Bn to dispose a Coy
to relieve Tps in areas EL FASTEQANIYE, Pt 394

A

and ES SIYAR. They were ordered to
recce Coy area vicinity 12251942 to place a cag
there if ordered to do so. The 2/3

Bn was ordered to be prepared to occupy Pts 459
and 432 and the dispositions of 2 Coys 2/2 Pnr
Bn fulfilled all reguirements. 2/5 Bn
occupied positions above during the late after-
noon of .5 JULY,

During the day our area was sub-
jected to intermittent sheiling.

In order to maintain security,
I cz@ered 2/3 Bn to picquet SR REZANIYE to
prevent nmovement of ARLBE to or from the town.

 The . Gi0's 2/3 &t “i 2/9 Bns carried
out perso:al “ccce of their areas and the tracks
leading tow the rive. while their Intelligence.
sections ca J out nore detailed recces,

it

The attack by 21 LJST INF BDE
started in accordance with plan on 6 JULY.
4 Our 29,F., was bombed and shelled while some eneny
', Shelling was directed throughout our area.

- Additional nules - e2re sent to units
to make up their establishment a: wireless sets
and balance of ammn was brought fwd to unit areas,

o

2/3 Bn suffered t." loss of their
adjutant, who was evacuated sick.

Our fwd O.FP., despite heavy
shelling and mortar fire, maintained a flow cf
useful information concerning the progress of the
battle which was passed to 7 AUST DIV and 21 AUST
INF BDE.

y

At 1450 hrs,* 7 AUST DIV
asked if I considered my unitﬁ could move to the
river crossing in daylight. Brigadier
21 AUST INF BDE considered this most inadvisable
as the slow moving Tps on the face of the prec-
lpitious slopes, in single file, would be a vul-
; neratle target, I advised GI of
this view but we were prepared to move; but, if a
halt at the river was proposed, it would be wiser

to move fwd by moonlight. This was
accepted. GI asked for a copy of
our'draft order" ’or which an L.0. was sent fron
DIV.

At approx 1730 hrs I was ordered
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to report to DIV HQ for orders. Sone
exanination was given to the question of one of
ny Bns strengthening the attack on DAINOUR BANANA
GROVE area. I supported the value
of ny outflanking plan which would probzbly give
better results than a division of forces, part
of which would be used to follow through 4iffi-
culties already proved. G.0.C., and
- GI supported this view wholeheartedly.

The problerm of supporting nmy
| attack by Arty resolved itself to concentrations
LT on then unknown enemy locations as they were dis-
closed. This necessi®ated an Arty . .
| | w F.0.0, with each unit. Apparently 3 |
» ¢ © none was available or, if so, experience had prov-
ed an inability *a maintain lines. AS N A
the plan for my attack was based on the value of :
- surprise, it was reselved to accy pt the support
given by 0.P's, dl&%&ﬂt uhuugh aey might be, as

Ly L]
el
T

!

the lesser ri k. |
&

{ | ;ireturned to my H.Q. at 1935 hrs
and 31gneihh1 a ' fla. ning Order to units, I
found T O's there who had been orcered to report
to take orders fwd.,

S 3
s Fhr The general plan, now to be put
T o ﬂ;g"' ~dnto coperation, necessitated a night march down
S S & precipiious slopes to River DAMOU ', and thence along
% s ~a line of ftrack and WADI leading =° EL BOUM, which
5' : was the start line, The objective was :=-

"WOOD PLATEAWF 1262C¢ - DEIR MAR JIRJOS - ,
highground N. of EN NAAIME -~ Road bloek g
on COASTAL ROAD. - f

By " 2/3 Bn were responsible for right
lank protection frcm position helc by 2/27 bn |
.. which was hoped to be., and was in fact, WADI DAQOUNY & i
' Their objective included WoID FLATEAU. 2/9 f
Bn were responsible for ' line DEIR IIAR JIRJOS - Road
Block and left flank protechlon 4gainst attack fron G

DAIOUR. The essey’ K1 consideration
5 .~ Wwas To kcép left flank of2/5G . F clear of M.M.G.
“i . and Mortar fire fron uAJUDR defeﬁces while it was

hoped the high ground on rlght would pruvide
defilation for the 2/3 Bn advance against eneny
bk action from ABFY An axis of
o i advance was laid, wi@ left Bn directing.
To ensure co-ordination, Lt Col KING was rasspon-
sible. BHS advanced geherally in
diamond formation of Coys.

(*2 mule per Coy carried Coy
Ammn reserves and ¢ mules Bn arnmn reserves.,
Other nmules were ppovided for !',}M.G., Mortar,
Hortar Armn and tools. Men carried
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48 hours rations, not less than 50 rds SAA, 2
Mills bombs and 1 "Sticky" bomb and water bottles

were filled. A No II wireless set
for each Bn was carried by mules and "K" Sec Sigs
ran a line fwd with each Bn. Failing

wireless and line communication, a visuel station
was established at Ft 394, and Lucas Lamps were

used by fwd Bns, but Bde Sig Station was NOT to
reply as it fﬂced the eneny. All messages
were repeated to ensure them being picked up.

: On passing through the fwd positions
of 21 AUST INF BDE "B" Sqr 6 AUST DIV CAV, came un-
der my cormand . T intended keeping
the 2 Coys 2/2 Pnr Bn in their present position
and, as there appeared to be little for ny Sec Of
Engra to do in the advance other than that which
could be doue hy Fnr Pls, I kept them in reserve., !

X On reaching che objeetlve. set zut for 2/3 and 2/5
Bns, and oii the criamblir ; of tiie DAMOUR defences
ny plan prcvicfed Pnﬁh;ha,f loitation to the higﬂ

ground at th ";oless S .atlon KHALDI,
then hoped tc ‘1;$ﬁn @ Bty of Field Arty. M?
arrangemens: .. #@ided for this Fmrce to be used for
that purpoc: arGiarrangements we .n hand to 1ift
thHe "2 ays of Pnrs, Ca this Forece
reachi.¢ the line of exploitation, 2/5 Bn were

&) ordered to advance their left flank to provide a

firm line,

e | 2/2 Pnr Bn apd "T" Sqn 6 AUST DIV
CAV Dbeeame’ involved in the hare fI'.hting around
|’ DAMOUR., conseguencly DIV orcasred rs to advance
nmy line of expioitation to a parailel ridge fwd of
my objectives and-then only e¢n a - finite order
from DIV, 3

| Op Inst No 4 was drafted and
issued, T sent fwd ny Brigade liajor
to elucidate any points as required.by Bn Comdrs
- - and to co-ordinate and supervize the march to the
river and its passage to the Start Line,
e | Success 1n this phase wzs all imnortant,
s Despite the short distance shown on the map, the
| roughness of the country would deny his return under
10 hours. o Fronm now on it was a case of
% walting with complete faith that the plan would be
successful, and in the ability cf my C.0's and Tps,
but no estimate as to when tThe actual Start Time

would be could be made. This was a
matter to be determined by the country and the
passage to the F.U.F. Col KING,

a8 co-ordinating officer, was empow.red to decide
this and only when a well organised start could
be made.

B At 0545 hrs 0.F. repcrted that some
| of our Tps had crossed the river and cthers were
moving down to the rlverﬂ Visability
was bad. %57 hrs another report
stated a group of 30/40 men in WADI towards EL BOUM.
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At approx (0700 hrs lMajor BISHOP
regched 0.F., and reported that 2/3 Bn had crossed
the river and, with luck, should be on their

F,UFT,. at dawn. The head of 2/5 Bn
was across the river but two Coys had been held
up by nmules and got off the track. They

were now heading in the right direction.
The journey down the slopes and along an 111-
defined track in single rile was painfully slow

and difficult. Ilnles rolled down the
slopes and they, together with Tps, became tangled
in existing signal lines. The mules

were difficult and their handling a new experience
to our Tps, who were forced toattend to their

loads frequently. Phone lines were
being laid by the signallers but they would ,
ol probably be an hour behind the Tps. gt

was then hoped thatf the advance would commence 'iﬁ,
before 08C0 hes.,

&t 0735 hrs, GLF. reported Tps '™
still moving fwd Seward EL BOUL. Similar
messages were reseatied ;. . 0026 and 0852 hrs, g
At 0955 hrs, lajjor Bishop Peported that Tps appedr-~
“ed to move fwd k2t cat down again, AtLw @
1023 hrs fwe Bns were contacted by R/T and asked for
Sl Grer . "t "FAt 1027 hrs I was able to con-
* tact 1 KING by R/T who reported they were now
ready to move fwd. He reported the
- : innunaerable delays caused by the extremely rough
s 4w country leadlng from the piver to EL BOUM, the -
s  eXtreme difficulty in getting mules fwd and the '
very tired condition of the Ups. He
S had wisely ‘halted on the F,ULF. ¢ rest
4 and collect Tps and nules before advancing.
| Ve were now assured of a well organised advance.

.#!_ -

g, o b ~ | /3 Bn, leacinz, mede good g AR
s progress to F,U.f'., despite the co ntry and tired |

srocps,who had been in heavy actic s around DAMASCUS.
They were on their P.U.F. at 0730 hrs, 5 ke 8

55 Bn was delayed by nules of 2/3 Bn and Tps who had

> _ fallen asleep on the tracl. Their

place in the column also caused a considecrsble gap

in time and space. C.0's 2/3 and

by L - | 2/5 Bns conferred at 0550 hrs when Start Time was

ok fixed for 1030 hrs.

a2 4 1040 hrs Brigade lia jor reported
4 . advance progressing nicely towards WADI ZACUDE,
| At 1055 hrs it appeareéd tnat the WADT esmld be
- crossed only at one Pt across which Tps were
s moving 1in single file,

AT 1130 hrs Brigade Major reported
ad?ance was progressing and was moving E. of NORTH.
Sllgpt encmy cpbosition was noted but was not
holding up our Tpeo. Lxaet location -
was difficult to pin down.,

. 2/5 Bn encountered strong enemy
opposition between Pts 218 - 212, They
had swung left to take advantage of a Spur to
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~avold enery shelling fron nigh ground to right.

They reduced the opposition whioh appeared to bhe
the left flank of fwd eneny defences covering
DAMOTR., They then moved to Spur
FOUR-a~-CHAUX, On reaching the WADIS

running N.W. from MAR MIKHAIL to

DARAYA, they

passed through heavy shell fire directed fron
OALA (sq 128198) and from the direction of ABEY.
At 1730 hrs the last Coy of the Br had reached

DARAYA.

2/3 Bn rmoved in 4

larond formation

of Coys on tine. Owing to difficult-

les with rules, C.0. ordered men
to 300 rds per man besides bonbs.,

proviced perfect defilation.

to carry SAA up
e

| ney
rnoved fwd and founda the high ground on their right.
f The b A

ground to their irmediate front and to the left wéﬁg

extremely rough and broken and contact with 2/5 Bn,

who eXper_snce” the -ame difficnlties, could not

be malintained. 2/3

Bn, however. did

not encounter enemy resistance up to DARATA Spur

which they reached : 17308 Brsy ..

they halted until ‘eontact with 2/5 Bn was re-estab-

Hergi:

lished. deavy fire ia the direction®

of Pt 560 indicaﬁed 2/27 Bn were

engaging the enemy,

g Heavy M.1,G, firevwss reard in WADI DAQOUN and, as
1% wa tlought that 2/5 Bn were facing eremy resis-

tance,“a 3" nmortar was sent fwd to help,

i - It was discovered that 2/14 Ba we
' ; did net require assictance.
e @

Ce0. 2/3 Bn decig

re in action and @

:f.

¢d to push on

and secure necessary Pts to fulfil his role of

3 flank protecticn,
| occupied EL (GARGATE feature while
made on Pt 335. including KHEURBE
This ground was occupied by 1500

The leading Coy
an advance was
. el BLAR feature.

L &S,

When the last Coy 2/5 Bn arrived at™ A

. DARAYA, C.0. conferred with his o
" was decided that the physical sta
"~ denied further advance that day.
s | Bn had been engared in WADT DAQQU
¥ gL;Qaﬁ‘ fighting had taken place on the f
| ﬂ%; 2/5 Bn were to advance.
’ also forc~d the decision.

o Cormundcations wi
ﬁﬁ difficult as lines were continual
;4 wireless could oniy be used at ha

'Bn used visual effectively in =11

rficers, when it
te of the Tps
2/14
4 and considerable
ront across which
This factor

th BDE had bheen

ly eut, and

T 2/3
cases but one,

At 1745 hrs I gained contact

with C.0. 2/5 Bn by phone,

lined the situation and statecd hi
remain where he vas for the night
strong factors forcing this decis
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He informed me that he had contacted an Arty

F.0.0. with 2/27 Bn, who would give hir support-

ing fire in the morning, but he was unable to do

so then on account of a task in hand. Col

KING sprained his ankle +two days before the attack <
and by almost super-human efforts continued in the

battle. I ordered the advance to

continue to the objectives at once for the

following reasons :-

(a) Surprisc was our chief weapon,
IT was nexnessary to press this
acvantage, |

e,

(b) The factor which would achieve
the greatest results in the hattigf
was the seizing of our objectives
and the establishment of a Rosad
Blocke W, of BY*vifile. This
surrounded enemy forces in DAMOUR,

(¢) The eneny had ne doub: discovered
_ the meaning o our advance and would
o oeeupy positions during the night&

& ‘tegecunter our nove.

(d) It was netter to be brutal and
Nt 4 | ‘ force Tns tc endure further strain g
| than that already endured. g
ﬂfrh | *ired men who had won through were
iy vetter than dead men, kiiled in
stormlig eecevpled positions,

Lt~Col King oleye scaptly,
I‘held the move yntil I was able ity the
position of the Arty F.0.0, This
was done through my Arty Liszison - ficar who
arranged with C,R.A. that this ofiicer =would
accompany 2/5 Bnj; who nanded over one mile of A
wire to assist him in his task of oktaining /43
Arty support,

i ¢ E& | At 2005 hrs the NAVALL.O. called
; 5}; and I suggested tasks :- .

(a) Watch end engage enemy movements
in aprea KARACUL.

(b) Ergage known eneny¥ Blys in
ABEY area,

Arrangements were also nade
at about the same time with L.O., R.AF.; to beat
up roads to the EA3T,

C.0, 2/3 Bn carried out sewveral
minor operationsin the vicinity of ths area he now
held, part of which was to assist 2/14 Bn in their
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fight in WADI DAQOUN.

At 1745 hrs the enemy appeared
to be preparing a counter attack on the area
occupied by the left Coy. Heavy 17.G.
fire was directed on our troops but the attack
was broken up by determined acticn.

At 1900 hrs a further attack
appeared to be developing but vigorous action
defeated this also.

2/5 Bn were later observed moving
fwd in single file across WADI DAQOUN and, on dark~
ness settling down, and in view of the obscure
position, C.0., 2/3 Aust Inf Bn deciced to halt for
the night. de reported this by wisual
but it, unifortunately, did not get through.

C.0. 2/3 Aust Inf Bn, however,
continued to coves right flank.

-,i ]

C.0. 2/5 Aust Inf Bn moved off to
his o Jectives at 1930 hrs. The crossing
of WALT DAQOUN was most difficult and was accom-
plished in single file, after which diamond for-

< mation was adopted. The movement was
: - met by heavy enemy .G, fire. Enemy
fﬁg" Ips were attacked and the I1.G. fire was silenced.

Ips were now traver ng most
difficult country and five ridge.d i1 to be

crossed to reach objective, to « Difficulty
was experienced in both progresc keeping
troops awake. The wuite building of

DEIR MAR JIRJOS stood out in the clear moonlight
and was the point for the axis of advance,

o On reaching the WADI immediately
" » . SOUTH of DEIR MAR JIRJOS our Tps came under heavy
&N M.G, flre. This was quickly silenced
’ 3& . by bold actien. Another Coy moving across-
o, the WADI to the right met strong opposition and
a "Dog Fight" ensued when the enemy were cleaned
out, leaving 4 ~ 75 mm guns, 8 M.M.G's and 3
prisoners,

DEIR MAR JIRJOS was occupied
: | at 0200 hrs on & JUL and "D" Coy moved out to
: " secure the high ground fwd of EN NAAME.
{ Some fighting occurred here and M.M.G. positions
on the ridge were attacked on flank and in rear.
A French Colonel and his Staff were captured.
By dawn ¢ JUL the high ground DEIR MAR JIRJOS
- EN NAAlE was in our hands together with the
control o tracks and WADTS in that vieinity.

=y - ‘-. .F
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Bn HQ was in touch with BDE "y phone and wireless,
The left flank was guarded against attack from
the direction of DANMOUR,

The night advance cf 2/5 Aust Inf
Bn was a nixture of scrambling over terrifically
rough country and a series of "Doz Fights" with
eneny elements up to what appeared to be Coy
or 2 Coy strengths, At tinmes sections
and Pls appeared to be missing completely as they
were lost sight of in folds and ravines.
Some men did actually drop from sheer exhaustion,
as was experienced also by 2/3 Aust Inf Bn.
Others lost their way but found their units.
The total fighting strength of both Bns combined
barely exceeded 600 men, but the fire power was
equivalent to two Bns, Sections consisted
usually of' 1 Bren gunner, 1 Tommy gunner and 1
spare, - Some magnificent acts of gallantry
and good sold*ering were enacted by 2/5 Aust Inf _
Bn during the night and early morning. M.M.G.
nests and ‘ndividual guns were outflanked or ,
attacked f.om the rear. Tanks were stalked
and pombed ar' their erews driven off or killed.

When 2/3 Aust Inf Bn crossed WADI
DAQC » on the afternoon of 7 JUL, it was impossible
to convey the guns of M.M.G. Pl zattachﬂd)
together with 1 - 3" mortar. They were
| | tactically deployed for defence until arrangements
B | - could be made to get them across. At
- © 1800 hrs they opened fire on enemy in the vicinity
of Pt 560. At 0600 hrs & JUL, a strong
enemy attack on DARAYA developec from the direct-
ion of Pt 560. All IM.11.G. and 3" mortar
engaged the strong enemy attack ! -*h was driven
back with heavy casualties.

At dawvn C.0. 2/3 Aust Inf Bn
utilised every means to contact 2/5 Aust Inf Bn
which he accomplished.

At the same time the advance to

fwd objectives was started. Two Coys
moved to secure WOOD KNOLL and the front proper
in that area. They continued the line

occupied on the left by 2/5 Aust Inf Bn.

> . Another Coy pushed fwd to occupy
Pt 569 and the Reserve Coy sent a Pl to BARE
FEATURE immediately S. of Pt 569 (sq 128200).

On completion of these important
tasks, C.0, 2/3 Aust Inf Bn conferred with C.O0.
2/5 Aust Inf Bn when dispositions were exchanged.,

The Pl sent to occupy BARE FEATURE
encountered eneny resistance. DRt MAY
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Coy then attscked with the balance of his Coy.
The Tps were now extremely fatigued and their
advance up the bare slopes was met with enemy
M.G. fire, The only cover was found
ariong the rocky outcrop. Packs were
dumped and the men rested prior to the attack
which developed at 1430 hrs.

On reaching the summit of BARE
FEATURE, an enemy battery was located 500 yds
away near BAOUAROTHE., L.JI.G's were
trained on this Bty, which was able to engage
our Tps over open sights, and all movements by

our Tps discouraged until dark. Under |
cover of darkness, and supporting fire from L.M.G's
"A" Coy attacked the Eiy. The eneny

endeavoured to extricase the guns but five were
captured while 4 guns and nost of the erew escaped.
This was a brilliant piece or work.

| During the late afternoon of 7 ?
JUL and mee. of 8 JUL, 21 AUST INF BDE were engag-
ed in heev, .ighting in the EL BOUIl area, part-
leularly . feature 560. This created
diffimsulties for 2/3 Aust Inf Bn in bringing

fwd supplies, stores etec from their dump near

" EL BOUM. sSorie instances of super-

i o f human effort were noted in men nanhandling SAA,

ﬁﬁﬁ‘l | ,. bombs and the wireless set ac o0oss this terrifie |
i | ’ country, rendered necessary by the inability o

to get mules fwd without heav -asualties.

. 1 “ At 1100 hrses8 . . nntacted

2/5 Aust Inf Bn to aszsure ths Pe. g of RE

Bloek NORTH of DAMC. R to prevent enemy escaping

to the NORTH, In view of the pressure

of 21 AUST INF BDE on the BANAINA GROVE, the |

: SOUTH of the TOWN and from WADI DAQOUN to the WEST, -
’ [ I ordered a patrol to move frorm the R4 Block
: SOUTH on to the TOWN.

(Ti At 1230 hrs "D" Coy moved to

W establish a strong block at appre- 12422021.
| Some enemy were observed under a vridge, 0.C,
Coy quiciily decided to attack with a Pl while the
other two would give covering fire and exploit
| . the position gained. After a very sharp
- encounter the position was carried and a number
of casualties inflicted on the eneny. The
’ eneny gathered A.F.V's and Tps for a counter-
Y e attack which they launched with great determin-
- ation. our Tps fought back, but were
forced to Zive some grcuind, but inflicted heavy
L =) casualties on the enemy who pressed fwd with
. great gallantry. Thne line was down to ARTY
' but eventually F,0.0, got through. Lt-Col
KING was posted in a position to watch the
progress of the engagement and, when the line
was through to Arty, asked for a concentration from .«
}i the Regt. This was quickly brought
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down and destroyed the efforts of the eneny.

It is thought that this acticn led *o the collapse
of DAIQUR. Our weakness in numbers,

and the length of front and flank held, denied the
covering of the beach which was fringed with trees
and walls. A number of ene-y Inf escaped |
along the sandy beach.

At 1155 hrs nmy fwd 0.P. reported

Tp moverent from the direction of EN NAAIE
towards DAMOUR, supported by llortar fire.

At 1215 hrs it was reported that the mortap
barrage had reached the M. end of the TOWN.
and had increased in intensity. It's
riovement was towards the centre of the TOWN.

I reported this to DIV, .

.?,-,;; |

When passing general infoermation
to Brigadier STEVENS he informed e éghat his
Tps would be withdrawn fron the SQUTH of the
TOWN and the BANANA GROVE, wheh bot: would be
_e subjected to an intense Arty bombardment.
e At 1355 hr: I passed this to 2/9 Aust Inf Bn
i g and called _or report on any of “their Tpe near
3 or in DAMCIR, The attack, itis siarting
3 i point, and d.rection as noted by the 0.2. in@ic-
Bo g ated that it night be a Coy of 2/5 Aust Inf Bn.
a5 )i At 1510 hrs, 1.0, with 2/9 Aus¢ Inf Bn gave Coy
gy &« locgkion approx 12471998, Wnich was interpreted
i S to be ‘Coy 2/5 Aust Inf Bn.

. At 1525 hrs ININnGs reltel . and
fg. requested that NURTH end of T NOT boms
| barded as it appeared trat ot UL, "Wpe then in
that area, Thac ready co-opla: on of C.R.A.
50 at this late hour (5 minuces before the bombard- -
AL ment)"was appreciated very much.

3 | | at 1700 hrs UIV phoned and advised
5 ' | that an enemy force of 7UJ were advanecing from
.direction of ABEY towards our IE sector and that
_ they were 13 hours merch from that _ocality when
first repecrted.

From ny first erpreciation, I

had viewed this area as t. .- ler and liable to an

| ; enemy counter attack, L criered
"5 2/5 Aust Inf Bn to place nearest Coy to 2/3 Aust
P ot 1N Inf Bn under it's cormand,

When reporting the ecnemy attack
Pl on the Road Block at 2350 uars, the message receive
B ed from 2/5 Aust Inf Bn ctoted the vositisn to be
‘ at NORTH end of DAMOUR. This left little
doubt that a Coy of 2/5 Aust Inf Bn was in that
area, Communicaticns with fwd HQ, 2/5
Aust Inf Bn were difficuit owing to cut lines and
long spaces of "out of touch" with then was

G 1025751
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experienced. DIV Arty wsre to bombard
DAIOUR during the night. I again asked
that the N, end of the TOWN be omitted as it
appeared that our Tps were there and contact with
then was unobtainable, C.R.A. again
helpfully assisted and that area was omitted.

No Coy of ours was ever there,
and these colncidences in messages, indicate the
difficulties in passing and obtaining exact
information in battle.

| No further action of importance
took plsce that day. CeO. 2/3 Aust Inf Bn
acting in his vigorous way consolidated his area.
_ Lt-Col King did likewise, particularly in. strength-
. ening his Road Block. |

3

i 5

i | The fight continued for Pt 560
o 2a where 2/27 Ausg Inf Bn had been heavily engaged
‘?f most of the day. At 3%2.:.;.1111'5 9 JUL, 2/@—
A Aust Ini 3n reported eneny troops observed 3
‘ apprcaching his seetor from the WEST. * w
&1 : .

. e ,
_ At 0215 hrs I reporied our dis-
‘positions in detail to 7 AUST DIV,

A Fron early morning, 9 UL, our
O.F, reported less and less activity in the

X DAIOUR area and later the moverment of our 1

| through the TOWN.

; In the light of “eports,
I sent my Staff Captain on re- - . the TOWN area
in order to find suitable rout®s to deliver a hot
neal to our troops. At 1000 hrs I
ordered my I.O0. to select a site for BDE HQ in
a8 suitable area S, of EN NAAME. Instruct-
lons were given Units Comds to place wounded
at convenient points for Fd Amb *o pick up.

OQur flank post covering Pt 569
obtained information from local quarters that
enemy had abandoned AERY. At 1307 hrs I
passed this to DIV,

When G I 7 AUST DIV visited my
HQ at 1700 hrs 8 JUL, he issued the following
instructions :-

(1) On the fall of DAMOLR, 17 and 21
Aust Inf Bdes would consolidate on
the line of their objectives.

(2) The area would be mopped up. 17
Aust Inf Bde responsible for area
——NORTH of “7ADI DAQOUN (inel); 21 Aust g8
Inf Bde SOUTH of WADI DAQOUN (excl). '
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(3)

(4)

No 20, and

explolt to parallel E.W, ridge, NORTH o

=1 B
The proposed role for 17 Aust Inf :
Bde, starting 24 - 40 hrs after the \

fall of DAIIOUR, would be to gain con-
tact with the enemy along COAST ROAD.
Role 21 Aust Inf Bde, cormmencing
simultaneously, would be an advance

NORTH via ABEY. 21 Aust Inf Bde
to relieve our Tps on flank SOUTH of
WADI DAQOUN.

No further movement without a direet

This was confirmed by DIV 0., Instr.
by telephone.

Our previous instructinnﬂ*ﬁ@%ﬂﬂ%o
ridge

DEIR IMMAR JIRJOS, but not without further instruct-

ions.

In order to securely occupy the former, .

Col Klng wes obliged to cover the latter in his

initial dicjpositions,
too far back to

| Our gun positions weﬁ@@.;i'
give adequite support so it was

arranged with Lieut-Col O'BRIEN, 2/5 Aust Fd Regt,
to move some of his guns fwd of DAMOUR River as
soon as DA!ICUR was clear.

At 1230 hrs 9 JUL I acked 7 AUST DIV for

any information they might possess regarding
enemy dispositions on COAST RD un to KARACOL.

JE advised

At 1300 hrs 21 AUS
that 2/2 Aust PAr Bn was aonpy le ahead of
our Fi.D.L's. I report: ta 7 AUST
DIV at 1307 hrs. I again contacted 7 AUST \

DIV at 1326 hrs and suggested that I take over
that area in accordance with my original plan.
At 1334 hrs Lt-Col 0'Brien reported he had guns

at KHALDE.
mixed.

Things were now getting a bit
At 1342 hrs I contacted G I by

phone and advised him of the guns =t KHALDE which

were supporting 2/2 Aust Pnr Bn an! Sgn 6

Aust Cav,

I was informed of some misunderstauding which had

caused this,

I was instructed to take over

the area and straighten the natter out.

1 Tp 6 A/T Bty 2/2 A/T Regt, 2 Tps

Carriers "B" Sgn 6 Aust Cav, 1 Bty 2/5 Aust Fd

Regt and 1

Sec 2/9 Fd Coy came under comnmand.

] was ordered to relieve 2/2 Aust Pnr Bn and place

‘hem in an
‘est,

area where they could obtain some

At 1402 hrs I went fwd with an L.O.

and D.R. and found the advanced section of our

guns at KARACOL (not KHALDE),

advised of

and there was
the location of HQ, 2/2 Aust Fnr Bn.

C 7., 2/2 Aust Fnr Bn informed me that he had
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his Tps in position at 126204, and he under-

stood a Coy of 2/5 Aust Inf Bn were being placed

sonewhere by Lt-Col R. King, who was on recce

with C.R.A. I eventually found Li-Col

King, by L.0., at his HQ, DEIR MAR JIRJOS.

Eﬁ reported to me at Col MONAGHAN's H.Q. at 1605
S. |

wrelieve 2/2 Aust Par Bn and placed
supporting Tps, as above, under his
command; Arty was excepted which was
in support.

Wiy (2) I left full discretionary powers to
“ him to select ground as it appeared
that area occupied by Ploneers was

commanded by close highor ground.

(39 Patrolling was to be active. i'
(#) Chere would NOT be any move EAST W i
of CHOUEFATE without DIV authority.

(5) Coy placed under cormand 2/3 sust Inf
Bn to return to 2/5 Aust Inf Bn next
rnorning, *

(6) Every advantage would be taken to use
CAV to cbtain and maintain contact
with eneny.

At 1845 hrs I lef: ¥V HQ to have
position of command and role . .ed.

At 2215 hrs Col King reported the
area occupied by 2/2 Aust Pnr Bn to be unsuitable.
He had recced a line fwd of that area, which was
not so far forward as reported, and asked for
- 3 _ direction, I ordered him to occupy fwd
| area which line was taken p during the night,
- ‘ 2/3 Aust Inf Bn was advised of novement of 2/5
\wa Aust Inf Bn on their left flank.

At 2310 hrs I wor!=d out our require-
ments foir R.A.F. support, by strafing roads fwd
and to the EAST, which was passed to Air L,O.

=TT At 0900 hrs on 10 JUL, I visited

. Col KING at his HY. The tactieal situation
//‘,, was discussed and I gave him the following instruct-
» L lons :=-

(1) To occupy "RUINS" feature 12762043 with
his pight flank Coy. Advance
along COAST RD to block arn’ then take
up a line between these two points,
"RUINS" feati e appeared to be of value
as an 0.FI. for our Arty.

RCDIGT025751
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(2) On obtaining close contact with the
eneny, patrols to be sent out to find
eneny left flank and obtain an estimate
of his strength. Additional Arty
was placed in support of 2/5 Aust Inf Bn
and now consi&ted of 2/5 Aust Fd Regt
and 1 How Tp, 6-in How Bty. At
0700 hrs (approx) enemy tanks were
engaged by our Arty in the wvicinity
of wireless mast.

I then ordered 2/3 Aust Inf Ba to
retain garrison at Ft 569 and establish Coy
localities at :-

(1) 12762015 from which standing patrels
would be thrown out to cover approaches

at 12852022,

.
(2) 12EEP032 with standiag patrols at
12852026 and 1283:03w.

Yo Tlanks One Coy was kept in reserve at DEIR
IMAR JIRJOS. All points SOUTH of Pt 569
were taken over by 21 AUST INF BDE.

£ & Y This gave complete cover to front and
iy L

i C.0. 2/5 Aust Inf Bn worked out
. hls plan and fixed ZERO for 1530 hrs, when he
d advanced astride the Rd under cover of an Arty
. barrage. The delay was n.cessary in
order to permit Arty getting * to position and
working out their arrangement At 1610
"hrs our Tps care under heavy :nemy arty and mortar
fire, which, however, did not hold up their advance.
All Coys were moving fwd in gocd order, with the
4 leading Coy close to the Rd block, which was much
&5 nearer the wireless mast than reported. It's
location was ;%%%%gé}. At 1620 hrs "B"
_ Coy reached bu ngs near Rd bleck and cane
- g under  heavy 11.1I.G. fire from enemy pillboxes at
ﬁ" | 12652062, The Coy, lecss Pl, took shelter
S 3 in the buildings, but the P1 on ridge 1266205
. o was pinned down by M.G. and Mortar fire for 2% hi's.

An officer, with the troops in the

building, discovered that the loophole in the
Pillbox, from which cnemy l1.G. was pinning thenm
down, could be engaged from a windrw on the left
wall of one of the buildings. He

| .~ obtained a left handed shot, who registered direct

b hits on the loophole, which forced the enemy to
retire and thus relieve the situgtion. C.0.
then ordered Tanks and Carriers fwd to give fire
suppoert to pull out Pl on ridge.

Positions as fcllows were taken up
for the night :-

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO25751



=19

AN Coy 12682053
DU Cay 12662053
"BY Coy 1264205
"HQ" Coy 12652048
"CcH Coy 12652043,

Lt-Col King had conducted this action
most brilliantly.

v

A remarkable incident arose indicating
the necessity to check information during battle,
ﬁi An Arty O.F., seeing the movement of other Tps,
' which he mistook for enemy, reported "B" Coy °
2/5 Aust Inf Bn surrounded by eneny. This
report reached me but I reported to DIV "One
Coy 2/5 Aust Inf Bn has struck a sticky -pateh.”
The report of the Coy "surrounded by eneny,.
gallantly fighting their way out with the bayonet"
at reached DIV HQ. Gallantry of the highe=~%.
Wi order had been displayed by all Coys of not oni _
B  2¢5 Aust Inf Bn but 2/3 Bust Inf Bn also, but WS
.iﬁ e couldn't claim the reported distinection.
i

PR e A special L.0, from DIV HQ arrived
£y’ at 0130 hrs 11 JUL with orders based largely
/ /4 on this affair. I was ordered to secure
Pt 13052043 with 2/3 Aust Inf Bn, but discret-
: | ionary powers were given me as to the method.
| The country in this area, and leading to it, was
. e frightfully rough and I knew that Tps sent on
e this move, even in daylight, wouid take 6/8 hours
3 to reach the Pt, during whieh t ‘they would
#ir: not be available for any oper=%t. or.

;. " I ordered C.0. 2/3 Aust Inf Bn to
i & conform to following dispositions :-

(1) 1 Coy Pt 13052043
(2) 1 Coy in area 12982029
(3) Left Coy to remain on position at 12782032,

Move to commence at first light. In order

to keep contact with Coy moving to Pt 13052043

I ordered my "K" Sec Sigs to establish a visual
Stn at Pt 569, and Coy moving fwd to be equipped
with Lucas Lamg and Sig personnel. A line
connected Pt 569 with BDE HQ. Coy was
ordered to report progress at every opportunity.
Thls plan worked fairly well .nd kept me in some
touch with the movements of the Coy. The move
commenced at dawn 11 JUL.

I ordered 2/2 Aust Pnr Bn to be pre-~
pared to move at an hour's notice. My Staff
Captaln arranged for transport from our own
resources to 1lift them if required.

‘During the night of 10/11 JUL the
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eneny were very junpy. They shelled and
rortared our fwd positions. This continued
throughout the morning of thre 11 JUL. Added

to this was the fire from heavier guns, which
appeared to be from Coastal Btys at BEYROUTH.

At 0615 hrs 11 JUL, I visited
Lt-Col King and discussed the general situation.
I ordered him to continue his pressure on the
eneny. gy

o

C.0. 2/5 Aust Inf Bn ordered patrols
fwd from his right Coys, but all rovement was met
with l1.G. and Rifle fire. |

b4

g During the mcr.lng, several reports
care from 2/3 Aust Inf Bn indieating a general
eneny wichdrawal in the EAST. It was
6vldent that eneny troops hud withdrawn fron
the area ALEY ~ KAFFA IATTA. These repor:s
were regular and most valuable, all of which wdre
prassed to DIV, '*

; At 1230 hrs 2/5 Aust Inf Bn reported
= ~that 2 Freach tanks operated by Ca¥ Regt had been
: hit by shellfire,

-y -

Fron appréx 1100 hrs, the sound of
enemy shell and mortar fire had reduced, until,

) 4

\ at approx 1215 hrs, the front was silent.
\ This indicated a withdrawal. Contact was
& W nade with our L,0. with 2/5 Lusi Tnf Bn, who was
instructed to pass order to .¢ J press fwd
boldly with patrols. -

At 1250 hrs L.0. reported pa*rols
from all Coys had gone out and had no+t sncount -
ered eneny opposition.

! At 1350 hrs 2/5 Aust Inf Bn reported

-y good progress by patrols and enemy had vacated his
forward positions, The area along COAST
ROAD, N of Rd Block, was heavily mined,

I then ordered Col King to organize
fighting patrols to push forward along his whole

front, AS tactical features were secured
by patrols, so Coys would move fwd +to these
localities, The object was CHOUAIFATE and,

on 1t's occupation vy our Tps, blocks would be
established at Rd Junec N. of TOWN and on high
ground on S.E. RD, SOUTH of TOWN.

At 1505 hrs I placed reserve Coy
2/3 Aust Inf Bn under command C.0, 2/5 Aust Inf Bn,
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and at 1615 hrs, ordered 2/2 Aust Pnr Bn to be
ready to embuss for fwd nove. They moved
to area 12422005.

At 1727 hrs enemy Arty opened fire
on Rd Block area, At 1710 hrs 2/5 Aust
Inf Bn reported strong eneny opposition.
After a good deal of fighting between our patrols
and the now strong enemy resistance, Col King
decided to withdeaw his patrols. I con-
curred with this decision and called off active
operations for the night. The Tps, who
had been engaged without rest since the night 7.
of 6 JUL were, in my opinion, not fit to push .
fwd against enemy defences so strongly held.

"':""l- 3

Little information had been received
during the afternoon of the progress of the two
Soys 2/3 Aust Inf Bn moving towards their advanced
localities, on the right of 2/5 Aust Inf Bn,
At 2010 hrs C,0. 2/3 Aust Inf Bn reported that
e, the leading Coy had encountered strong eneny |
.. opposition about 12982031 and the other Coy had
g “reached area approx 12982027, where they mutually
supported one another,

| It was evident that we were probably
up agninst the outer defences of BEYROUTH which
were held in strength., *

It had been reported before the DAMOUR

4N operations commenced that 'the plaatation N. of
Road Block consisted of pinetrees, I hzd
: then determined to burn it on reaching it's SOUTH- il

ERN edge and had then informed G I of nv intentions.

Patrols of 2/5 Aust Inf Bn, who had entored it's

SOUTHERN and WESTERN outskirts, reported Pines and

dry pine needles on the ground. This infor-

nation led Col King to suggest firing it with - A=
& incendiary bombs, I Thon arranged throush L,O,,
~y R.A.F., to do so early next norning. The ~

proposal was to fire it's SCUTHERN edge and, at

the same time, a belt about the centre. This

would, it was hoped, not only force the withdrawal

of the eneny, but also prevent the use of his

A.F.V's which had been seen by our Tps in this

area, It was later disclosed that the

outskirts only were Pines and most of the plan-

tation consisted of 0Olive Trees,

]
2 4
-
" Y
i =
E]

At 1852 hrs I reported the general

situation to G I, 7 AUST DIV. We discussed
the possibility of an advance next morning under
cover of an Arty barrage, The eneny front

disclosed by the operations of 2/3 and 2/5 Aust
Inf Bns, and the strength of it's defences,
offered 1little hope of ny slender forces succeed-
ing under cover of an Arty barrage. The
surprise caused by a bush fire was considered to
be the only chance of success.
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At 2025 hrs G I advised re that a
connmunication was on it's way from DIV HQ,
In the meantime further preparations for aetiv-
itles next morning were not required.

At approx 2230 hrs the letter fron
DIV arrived with details for the ARMISTICE which
wWas expected to terminate hostilities at midnight.
A further nessage would confirmn this inforration.

At 2240 hrs L.0., 7 AUST DIV,
arrived with message confirming the ARMISTICE
igﬂ that hostilities would cease at 0001 hrs

JUL,

We regretted we nmissed the chance
to try out the effect of a bush fire in war.

Desultory Artilléfy and Mortar fire
from eneny positions eontinrt4 until approx |
0140 hrs. This was probably due to infor-
mation not reaching French Tps. It 48
doubtful if my right Coys were informed before
dawn., The difficulties of the country
would cause this,

¢ l.-. :-r.l‘_.l -

il
1

CAST JTIES

KILIED | = WCUNDED MISSING
-_ | OFFRS. ORS_OFFR:!_ ORS OFFRS ORS ‘
Battle :
of Ml T 1 - 3 o -
DANOUR : )
6. 2/5:Bn - 5 - 2 - -
e JUL
e |
& Battle
- e - 2/3 B - - - 4 - -
KHAIDE
10 - 12 2/5 Bn - 8 - SO | s 2
JUL
TOTAL i 5. . p5 3 >
e e et et ]
GRAND TOTAL XILLED 14
: WOUNDED 27
12 MISSING 2 (Since
L% ____ returned)
3
==u=
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COM'ENTS AND LESSONS.

(1) NUMBERS AND _FIRE POWER.

Circunstances forced me to fight with

2 Bns of very weak strength, This had been
caused by losses in GREECE and the present can-
paign. Each Bn shed numbers to provide

the cadre for building up a sister unit, lost in
CRETE, which was ordered before leaving command

6 AUST DIV. The total fighting strength
of both units combined hardly exceeded 60C all
ranks who went into battle. This caused

Bn Conmdrs some concern until a careful examination
8 revealed that there was little short in fire power
8 {ur two Bns. The result was remarkable,
¢ lEi

(a) Srall Coys and Fls were handled easier
in the extrerely rough country than
had they been full strength, Cormand
and control was vetter,. ’i

(b) Not only were total casualties reduced
but the percentage of casualties were
nininised.,

(¢) Fi-e power was not depleted and 1is all
important Tn battle.

e (2) BATTLE SENSE.
I -
“éig The rersonnel takirg part in the battle
“”“ig | congisted largely of well 'tralr2@ and battle
,ff experienced nen. Ihis rvsulted in :-

(a) Cover was used to the greatest

A ¢ & advantage. &%‘

(b) Dash was exemplified, NOT by rushing
fwd over exposed country. but by
cunning and ckill in out. lanking and

5 stalking the eneny.
N | ﬂ - (c) A complete disregard for enemy numbers
and an assured belief in their own
capabilities,

(d) An ability %o rise above physical
disability and fatigue particularly
when the eneny was encountered.

(e) An acquired nmilitary education anong
all ranks, which led to a clear under-
standing of objectives, axls of advance
and the job required by their Bn.

_ WP (f) A very high standard of training and
& experience on the part of the officers,
| - Their quick appreciations, rapid
decisions and dash in leading Tps was
outstanding.
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(3) FAITH.

I knew quite well the 4ifficulties
attending the execution of the task given ny Tps.
I was certain they could accomplish the task.

I had complete faith in the ablility of ny Bn

Condrs. I set the task, apportioned
supporting Tps, and carelully watched the progress
of the bhattle. I accepted responsibility

for decisions and orders of an almnost callous
nature but I never interfered with the Bn Conmander.
A naxim, if it be so, that should always be present
in. a Commander's nind is "I selected, or concurred
with the selection of this 3Bn Comd. I did so
i because I had faith in his character and ability.
o If I interfere with the execution of the role I
3 have given hinm, I demonstrate a hesitancy in
that faith." The chief factor towards
our snccess in these operations was that I had
faith in them and clearly indicated it by action.
They had faith in me, their lsader, and we each
knew tinis. _

(4) COMIUNICATIONS.

h}.74 The eountry denied progress by .T.

and noverient by foot was painiulLy slow. The
operation  depended upon good corrunications anc
a rapid passing of erents to the .omd. Failure
to produce this would, in =zll prababllity, entail
conplete failure. The rethods adopted were :=
e P (a) WIREIESS. Bach Ba carried fwd by
£ rnule a wireless set®™iio II). When
installad, eormunico®ion by speech
- could be maintained cxeept ﬂurlng the
e rniddle of the night. R/T gave direct
! contact wita Bn Conidr for both ny
Brigade Major and nyszsif. This

' was useq extensive.Ly.

A (b) LINE. A special contrivance was fixed
S to the mule pack saddle which a2ided the
laying of a line behind =cach Bn Comdr.
This lagged at times owing to the
nature of the country to be traversed,
The line was cut at tinmes but it was
used extensively an . could be tapped
into while on the nove,

(c) "ISURL Each Bn carried a LUCAS LANP
4nd a central BDE Sig Centre was estab-
lished, but only as a receiving centre,
as it faced the ernenvy. The use of
visual was highly successful and the
only failures recorded were those when

| the sender selected a ]tht back Jround.

3 It is essential that t' 2 background be
dark or in a2 shadow.

(d) LIGHT SIGNALS. Verey iighis were used
to indicate the passaﬂe af defined pts
or locallities. 411 failed as no
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background was procurable,

(5) BDE O.F.

A carefully chosen BDE 0.7, is of
the greatest possible value in keeping the Condr

informed of the progress of the battle. Ny
0.F., although some distance from BDE H,; corrmanded
a corplete view of the battlefield. _. During

the early critical stage, ny Brigade i 0or was
stationed there and during the rest of the battle

ny A/I1.0. was in control. The 0.F. was
L connected by line to BDE HQ., and a wiréless set
& was installed also. The dine - _sre ¥5csd

fwd un; lines and gave conn.ztior with “wd un: :
when their line was cut between t 2 0,P. and

BDE HQ. The wireless sefig vecane a valuable
1ink when conditicnsreduced volufie of strength
on fwd sets with Bn Comdrs. T was always

kept informed of the PTOETess of the *tattle both
on ny own front and that of 21 AUST INF BDE.

(6) AMMUNITION SUPPLY.

T1is presented great diffiectilties,
pgrticularly as the period of the battle could not

4 be forecast and nyv Tpﬂ would soon be a considerable
| distance fwd. It is essential that
adeguate supplies e ‘taken i,y i“ vde initial
o advance. I nad plannec fcx greater
o, quantities than were zctually taken fwd, bat this
‘ was regul-ted. by mules availab e, The

follmw1ng au%linaa hne shheme enployed 2~

TR (a) Carried off the mén - SAA - 50 rds

Pt (minimun)

‘ HAND GRENADES - 2
WalGLEY L - 1

(b) 1 Mule per Coy carrying assorted loads.
(¢) 6 Mules per Ba 5 i TP

i.j__-

(d) 2" Hortsrs and inti-Tank rifles with
2
apmn = 1 Maie per Bl

(e) 3" Mortars.and Ammn - 1 mule cach mertar,

(f) M.M.G. Pl for guns and smmn - 8 nules

| The problen of ammunition supply in

battle presents all sorte of difficu]ties.

The Jlofmal procedure is excellent provided eneny

g8¥lows it to funciion. I have

ept an “dditiornal quantity in reserve in
wheels to send f.i if Units are unable to conme
back and pick up as is norrmnal procedursa. This
scheme never altered normal procedure, I work-
able, but was an additional reserve and another

) means <o ensure supply. B34RDTA forced 1ts
practice at a critical stage and 1t materially
effected the battle in our interests.
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(7) RATIONS.

Each man carried 48 hours rations.

As o0ld soldiers there were probably cases of a
little more being carried, Again, the
experienced soldier conserves his rations, and

4 with 48 hours rations, it can be assumed that they
will NOT be short for 3 days. A hot neal
was delivered before the advance and agaln as soon
as the Road was open. Hot food is an
es:egtial requirerent for the mainten-~ce of
rnorale,

In conclusion, I desire to add my

i keen appreciation of the many considerations
extended by lMajor General A.S. ALLEN and G I
(Colonel J. CHAFMAN). I was given

s freedon of decision to a remarkable degree.

I felt that I was trusted to do a good Job and
my superiors had foith in both ny ver
Staff and nmyself, | i & e

e

-

e | , /e‘r,..--,:-** e
* e ___‘:;_“_}_/'.I"" Mgadier

Comd 17 AUST TNF EDE

000000000
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: SECRET
i % 2 JUL 41

NOTES ON PREFARATION

APPRECIATION DICTATED AS NOTES BY
BRIGADIER S.G. SAVIG:

OBJECT.

e et s

To exploit through 2. Aust Taf rde
objective to a point to be names¢

FACTORS.
CROSSINGS AND RIVERS.

Eneny troops appear t, sceupy DAMOUR
area with force of at least BBEtG py

x Strongly defended locaiities are
- irmmediately NORTH of River and from discovery

:;; of post at 12641958 would appear tq extend EAST
.ﬁgia to at least SOUTH of Pt 567,

- 1 The dispositions of his defences in
. - depth are not known completely, See eneny
ﬂ* disposition map.

GROUND . Our Sector.

Within the bend of the River to El

FATIHATE, the high ground fo me a triangle to
EL BATTAL - EL HARAM with ve'y steep slopes
leading to the river, The distance from
F.D.L's to the river is not less than 600 yds.

i The ground NORTH of the River rises from the sea

: to a sharp ridge EIL BOUN - QARGATE northwards.
It then rises sharply to the EAST with high pt
at KAFR MATTA - ABEY, The ground between
coast road and 1st ridge 1is intersected with

. WADIS, and the one due EAST of P.O, Sign appears
5 to be deep and difficult.

DEDUCTIONS.

The NORTH - SOUTIY hidge fron EL BOUM
should defilade right flank and ground to the

WEST appears to give cover to advancing troops.

ROADS .

A 1st class road éystem from BEYROUTH
runs through the mountain country in a line rough-

ly parallel to main Coast Road, They enter
the DAMOUR area at DAMOUR and from KAFR MATTA -
ABEY area, QARGATE and EL FATIHATE. These

roads appear to be from lst class to those

3 1
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D ‘.&# y-
capable of carrying lI.T. with ease. Nur-

erous tracks run parallel with EAST - WEST roads
and in a nunber of cases profride lateral commun-
ication-

DEDUCTIONS.

It 1s imperative that these entries
into the DAIIOUR area be blocked.

GENFRAL. -
g : I If our line of exploitation reaches
. or goes beyond EN NAAIE line, strength of our
force is insufficient to provide flank protect-
ion. It is certain that there will be
o concentrations of troops around the guns in the
She ABEY area.
g DECISION,
i;ff; 1) Request exploitation 21 Aust Inf
e Bde to main WADI.
P L ' (b) Failing this request flank
| protection be provided 21 Aust
Inf Bde,
2 Difficulties of cc c:ry though pro-

viding A.T. locaglities presents difficulties
in comrunication and supply

DECISION.
(a) Wireless on packs.

(b) Run line from attachment to
pack saddles,

3 The country also provides difficult-
les for assembly areas and approach march.

DECISION.

Assembly areas could be found in Mac-
DONALD WADI; the RIGHT being in the vicinity of

BAAQOUN -~ ER REZANIYE with the LEFT for a possible
role of covering the Coast Road in WADT approx
: due SOUTH of EL HARALM. The axis for approach

narch is unknown and depends upon .chosen points
for crossing river,

4, A route leads from ER REZANIYE via

Pt 394 to EL BATTAL and another from AAQLIYA
NORTH to the RIVER.
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DECISTON.

Special recce of assembly areas and
tracks leading therefrom to suggested axis of
. advance. It is essentiial that tps be
placed in assembly areas 36 lhrs before ZERO to
carry out necessary recce of lines of approach,

NOTE. (1) Arrange for parties 2/3-and 2/5
Aust Inf Bns to live with fwd Bn for 24 hrs to
participate in patrolling and gather informatisn
regarding fwd area and ground over which we

will attack.

(2) Arrange with 21 AUST INF BDE
for assenbly area for 6 AUST CAV, :

e QUTLINE PLAN.

[ 17 Aust Inf Bde will exploit through
21 Aust Inf Bde and secure high ground EN NAAME -
DEIR MAR JIRJOS and cover right flank fwd of
21 Aust Inf Bde.

ASSEIBLY.

Units will assemble up to DI - 36
hours as follows :=-

(a) 2/3 and 2/5 Aust Inf Bns area
TR REZANIYE.

I'0TE. Unit. to be placed to
facilitatc 2/3 Aust Inf Bn
leading in approach march.

(b) 2 Coys 2/2- Aust Pnr Bn relileve
2 Coys 2/16 Bn covering MAIN RD.

NOTE. Ask for H.Q.
\ BDE HQ 12251937.
. ! "B" Echelon and Rear HQ
as placed by 7 AUST DIV.

FORWARD MOVE OF BNS.

L 2/3 Aust Inf Bn leading will cross
river at Pt to be named followed by 2/5 Aust Inf
Bn.
2. Bns will rmove to a start line to be

’ determined, |
35 Axis of advance = 2/3 Aust inf Bn

Right Pts 250 - 218 - 355 WADI near D in DAQOUN.
Formation diamond in Coys. 3
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1,  Right Bn 2/3 Aust Inf Bn, High

ground vicinity WOOD PLATEAU - cover R4 approaches

frorm EAST fron F.S.L's 21 Aust Inf Bde fwd to
right flank of fwd localities 17 Aust Inf Bde

group.

Left Bn 2/5 Aust Inf Bn, High

ground vicinity DEIR MAR JIRJOS.

2o

High ground fwd EN NAAME to cover

DAIMOUR - BEYROUTH Road.

3 Area to cover roads and wadis e
vicinity square house,

NOTE. (1) Bns will keep 1 Coy reserve

if practicable,

(2) Coys areas will be selected
in A/T localities.

NOTE . 2/2 Aust Pnr Bn, Sqn 6 Aust Cav and

Tp 25 pdrs to be ready to move fwd
under comnand C,0., 2/2 Aust Fnr Bn =
tentative objective - capture of
BEYROUTH Wireless Station

and high ground on which it is
situated.

NOTE. Vehicles with cov+: “omoved in fwd

posns suggested.

In the event of this exploitation

beinglnarried out, 2/5 Aust Inf Bn will move fwd

to 111 gap between 2/3 Aust Inf Bn and 2/2 Aust
Pnr Bn.
SUPPORT,
ARTY.
1. 17 Aust Inf Bde will have support of
DIV Arty.
2, Arrangements will be made with CRA
for F.0.0, with each Bn Comdr.
ENGINEER.

e g
!

S e
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NOTE,

In event of 2/2 Aust Pnr Bn exploiting

to Wireless Station ares, Sec with 2/5 Aust Inf Bn
will be at their call. ‘

NOTE.
. What about M.G. support?
|= CQLII;QEICAZIOH,
i "K" Sec Sigs will arrange to lay line

from ADV BDE HQ to each Bn HQ during the attack
to enable C.0's to tap in. :

2. "K" Sec Sigs will arrange for wireless
getdnn mule and perscnnel to acecompany each Bn
andr,

ITION.

Complete first line will be carried on

mules and will move with units during advance,
¥

4 e Mortars and A/T Rifles will be carried
on nules, 7.9
NOTE. C.0's will requisition for mules to
cover task. '
(a) 50 Rds S.A.A. - 1 Sticker Bomb -
2 Grenades.
1 ARR S.
. (b) COY AMMN RESERVE. 2 mules per
| Coy - assorted
loads,
(e) BN AMMN RESERVE 8 mules -
assorted locads,
RATIONS.
48 hrs rations carried on man - all
2 water bottles filled.
¢ IO0LS,

2 animals to carry - assorted tools.
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MEDICAL.

Ainm is 2 mules per Bn noving
with them, each with 2 stretchers,

NO

-—_'

C,0's responsible to establish
relay posts to carry cases to A,D,S,

LIGHT SIGNALS,

Pass MAIN WADI.
NORTHERN ROAD at EL FATIGHA. Te
SUCCESS Signals.

(Signed) STAN G, SAVIGE,
Brigadier

Conmd 17 AUST INF BDE
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SECRET
COPY NO
4 JUL 41

17 AUST INF BDE DRAFT OF ORDER
(ISSUED AS WARNING ORDER)

Ref llaps : SAIDA - BEYROUTH - DJEZZINE 1/50,000,
DAIOUR 1/25,000.
BEYROUTH 1/200,000.

"

INFORMATION,

Enemy 1is holding the ground line of
- the DAMOUR RIVER from the coast to EL BOUM.

21 Aust Inf Bde will penetrate
defences and make & Pwidge head over river at

L

The following Tps come under command
17 Aust Inf Bde :- 3

1 Pl 2/3 Aust MG Bn - 1200 hrs D 2 day.

"A" Sqn 6 iﬁbt Cav Regt - after 17 Aust
Inf Bde passes F.D.L's of 21 Aus{ Inf

Bda.
INIENTION.

17 Aust Inf Bde will exploit through
2l Aust Inf Bde and secure high ground DEIR MAR
JIRJOS 12632017, EN NAAME 12542017 and cover
right flank fwd of 21 Aust Inf Bde.

METHOD.
: EWD_BNS .

Right - 2/3 Aust Inf Bn with under
command 1 Pl 2/3 Aust MG Bn.

Objective,.~ High ground vicinity
WOODED PLATEAU at 12702017.

| ’ Cover road approaches from EAST fwd
% - of FDLS 21 Aust Inf Bde.

Left.~ 2/5 Aust Inf Bn,
Objective - High ground -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT025751



==
DEIR MAR JIRJOS 12632017
EN NAAME 12542017

Area to cover roads and wadis vicinity
SQUARE HOUSE 12551997.

Bn Bdy ~ 411 inc 2/3 Aust Inf Bn -
line from Pt 355 (12681991) to DEIR MAR JIRJOS
12632017.

NOTE. Bns will keep one Coy 1in reserve
if practicable and will select Coy
areas in Tank proof localities, |

RESERVE.
2 Coys 2/2 Aust Pnr Bn with under
command "A" Sqn 6 Aust Cav Regt,

2 Coys 2/2 Auét Pnr Bn will relieve
2 Coys 2/16 Aust Inf Bn at during night
D IDIday and will remain in position covering

% COAST ROAD until fwd'Pns gain objectives.
$’
Probable fole exploitation to high
ground o
NOTE. In event of this exploitation being
carried out 2/5 Aust Inf Bn will move
fwd to cover gap between 2/3 Aust Inf
Bn and 2/2 'Aust Pnr Bn.
ASSEMBLY POSITIONS.
2/3 Aust Inf Bn - WADI at 12541939.
‘ 2/5 Aust Inf Bn - AREA at 12381937.
Units will move from present locations
on night D 2 D I under orders issued separately
by 7 AUST DIV, 2/3 Aust Inf Bn leading.
Unit guides will report to B/I.O,
at 0900 hrs D 2 day.
FORWARD lNMOVE.,
Bns, 2/3:-Aust Inf Bn leading will
" eross river at 12591964 and will form up -

2/3 Aust Inf Bn under cover of HILL 281
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vicinity "D" in DAMOUR 12651964,

2/5 Aust Inf Bn in WADI vicinity
under "IM" in AIN IMIKHAEL 12601968,

AXIS OF ADVANCE.

Pts (12591973), 218 (12621980), 355
{12681991), WADI near "D" in DAQOUN (l@ﬁﬁl§94%.

Formation - Diamond in Coys.

SIARTING TIIE. I
To be notified when determined,

SUF PORT,
= Royal Navy will shell ABEY, KAFR
Y MATTA and BANANA GROVES WEST of DAMOUR and NORTH
of GRID 198,
» ,, R.A.F. will provide fighter protection
| and bomb targets to be indicated and ground strafe
I‘Dads.‘ .
g
ADMINISTRATION.

Dress - Battle OQOrder with one blanket
tled over haversack.

Rations - 48 hours carried on the man,
Water - All VWater bottles filled.
Ammn - Carried on man - 50 Rds SAA

2 Hand Grens,

1l Wrigley
Gren,

Coy Armn Res - 2 mules per Coy =
assorted loads.

Bn Ammn Res - 8 mules per Bn -
assorted loads.

llortars and A/T Rifles carried on mules,

Tools - Carried on 2 mules per Bn -
assorted loads,

Medical - 2 mules per Bn each carrying

2 stretchers under control of
Fd Amb Personnel.
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Bns responsible for establishing relay
posts for onward carry to A.D.S. '

A.D.S., at .

Will be sent by Bns to ADV BDE HQ.
¢
INTER=-COIMMUNICATION.

ADV BDE HQ Vicinity WADI 12241938, .

"K" Sec Sigs will provide a wireless-
set carried on a nule to each Bn and a 1line Sec
to follow advance and reel out from reel carried

on a mule,

LIGHT SIGNALS.

; 2/3 BN 2/5 BN
Passing WADI DAQOUN Two Green, Two Red,
" * Passing ROAD EL FATIQA RED=- GREEN=-
- - = BIR EL KHALOUATE GREEN. RED.,
SUCCESS GREEN RED
RED RED
GREEN. GLEEN
S YNCHRONISATION OF WATCHES.
(Signed) J.A, BISHOP, Major >

B.lf. 17 AUST INF BDE
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SECRET
€OPY NO
6 JUL 41

17 AUST INF BDE OP. INSTR. NO 4

(COPIED FROM MAJOR J.A. BISHOP's NOTEBOOK,
ONLY 3 COPIES PENCIL WRITTEN ISSUED).

Ref Map BEYROUTH 1/50,000.
DM-IO{]R 1/2 5 b} 000 (] é.—i:

INFORMATION. S

. Enemy as per marked map, . 21

Aust Inf Bde attacked enemy positions this

morning and occupy Spur EL MOUGHIRE with Road
Block at WADI on intersection of GRIDS 128,195,

EL BOUIl is occupied and Tps in this sector have
taken their three oblectives and are continuing
the attack to capture WADI DAQOUN which is the
point which we required them to cover in our

draft order,.

¥ 2/16 Aust Inf Bn has not met with
similar success 'and occupies a line from the
river at 12521968 NORTH to E. in EL HAMBRA *thence
due WEST to a point approx 200 yds shori gﬁfthf’
COAST ROAD,

2 Coys 2/14 Aast Inf Bn have moved
co the river crossing and will form up along the
line of Road EL BOUM to exploit the success of
2/27 Aust Inf Bn to WADI DAQOUN.

INTENTICN.

2/3 and 2/9 Aust Inf Bns will capture
objectives as named in draft order on 7 JUL 4l.

.r_i'ﬁ.:

2/3 Aust Inf Bn Right:; under command
1 Pl 2/3 &ast U4, Bns -

2/5 Aust Inf Bn Left.,

2/3 Aust Inf Bn are responsible for
right flank protection and 2/5 Aust Inf Bn for
left flank protection.

2/3 Aust Inf Bn will so dispose it's
M.M.G. P1 to give cover by fire to left flank 2/5
Aust Inf Bn should the occasion arise during the

advance,
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ixis of advance as laid down in draft
order with 2/5 Aust Inf Bn directing.

- | Forming up positions line of track
from river crossing to Pt 498 (12741975).

Inter Bn Bdy inc 2/5 Aust Inf Bn
track junc 12651969 DEIR I74R JIRJOS.

Start Line - the line of foreciaost "ﬁg ¥

Tps 2/14 Lust Inf Bn which is anticipated to be‘%ﬁ
line of WADI DAGOUN,

ZERO - units will nove from F.U.P.

at first light and cross START LIHE:mJJsfgnal
to be given by Lt-Col KING, £

: Rate of advance as set by directin
‘i Bn which is anticipated 100 yds in 4 minutes..

2/5 Aust Inf Bn will be responsible
for contact with 2/3 Aust Inf Bn durling nove fror
present areas to F.U.P.

e

Tnits wilt leave assenbly areas not
later than 2400 hrs 6 JUL by mutual arrangements
DYRgEY ., 1,

LRTY SY°PORT,

L T R e T

R.&, 4, 7 LUST DIV will support by
observed fire from 0 P18,

NOTE, Nelther F,0.0's nor wireless sets from |
Arty are avallable to move fwd with units,

An L.,0. from R.&.0. and ROY4AL HAVY
will be at BDE H@. |

ey C.0's will pass demand for Arty support
on targets unseen py 0.P's to BDE HQ by wireless,
line or visua’,

LDMINISTRATTON.
A3 per draft order issued separately
on 4 JUL,
5
NOTE . It is absolutely essentiai uvii.c 7,0N's

get nortars forward in the event of
rmile casuvalitles in order to maintain
close support,
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INTER-COIMMUNICATION.

C.0's will ensure the wireless sets,
line reels and Lucas Lanps nove with their unlts

-
*‘t Bde H() has been ordered to remain in.'
| present location.
F Visua, signalling Stn will be estal-
lished at Pt 394 in Sq 125195, |
If visuval sighals are used, unit sigs
will repeat message slowly and BDE Stn will ﬂﬂ%
answer as it is facing eneny.
2
ACKNOWLEDGE ,
+~ SIGNED AT 2135 hrs. (Signed) J.A, BISHOP
T Ma jor
..~ DISTRIBUTION. B.M., 17 AUST INPF .
qg Copy No 1 2/3 fiust Inf Bn
: Copy No 2 2/5 Aust Inf Bn
= Copy No 3 WAR DIARY.
00000U000
) A
-
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272100 'ws had captured the high grcund and had 2
. occupied the forts situated tneru, after overcori~ &
i ing strong resistance.

AN ACCOUNT OF THE ACTION OF 2/3 LUSTRALIAN INFANTRY
BATTALION WEILST UNDER COIIZAND 5 IND INF BDE

At ahout 0300 hrs 20 JUN 41, the 2/3
Aust Inf Bn (less one Coy) arrived at ﬂHﬂNE DENOUN.
where they came under orders of 5 IND INF BDE.
They were placed at one hrs notive to nove.

At about 0800 hrs 20 JUN they were 4
ordered by Brigadier LLOYD to move in MT #o the ¢
area of the aerodrome at MEZZE., where they were to
be in reserve and NOT to be used without his orders
except in a case of extrene urgency when they might
be enployed under cormand of Ilajor BOURKE R.A. who
was in cormand of the Tps endeavouring to relieve
the garrison surrounded in MEZZE, 2 -

i

At about 1600 hrs 20 J’U&'“Briradierﬁ.
ZLOYD authorised their employment %Tunder cor
cf Major Bourke) for the capture of the high
ground WEST of IMEZZE.

..I.

The Bn moved at about 1800 hrs and by
35y

Later in the night the eneny counter
attacked, .secaptured one cf the forts and took
prisoner the C,0, cf the Bn and sore rien of the
Bn HQ.

The prisoncrs were later recovered
(under circumstances not known) but the C.0.,
LAIB, who was wounded had to be avacuated 4o
hospital.

Lt-Col

—1

The' 2néd in ¢ VENSON,

then tock cormmancd.

cormand, Ilajor STE

On the merning of 21 JUN, the Bn
continued its offensive action in order to gain
rnore grnund to the WEST and To cut the main
DAMASCUS - BEYROUTH Roacd. wighting went
on all ﬂay against considerable opposition, until
eventually ths whole of the high ground VWEST of
MEZZE and SOUTH of the MAIN ROAD wzs in the hands
of the Bn, and the wvillage of DOUIMIR (1971.76)
was evacuated by the eneny-

Many prisoners were taken by the Bn
during these LpeJutimna, and & considerable nunber
of lorries trying to escar: by the BEYROUTH ROAD
were destrc ved. .
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The Bn rerained in position on the

hich ground "EST of MEZZE until 24 JUN, when they
were or-.ured to advance along the Road DAITASCUS -
BEYROUTH and cane under orders of 16 INF BDE

who had passed through previously.

The action of thn 2/3 Aust Inf Bn on

20 and 21 JUSN in clearing the Bich ground JEST of

MEZZE and capturing the WEYGAND forts in face of -

strong opposition had a very decisivhéifﬁect on {”_

the eneny's resistance and final withdrawal

ITronn DAMNASCUS.

The Bn acted with the greatest
gallantry and dash throughout, the initiative
and keenness of the Jjunior leaders being
The success of the Bn in spite of wéry r
nunbers and fatigue agalnst an enemy In nason
forts, and on grounds “well known t8 hin was s

:remarkahle and worthy of the highest praise,

(Signed) W.L. LLOYD,
Brigadier

Gy P vddn Cond 5 IND IN: BDE

000000000
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ATTACK ON JEBEL MAZAR BY 2/3 AUST INF BN
Ref MAP 1/200,000 DAIAS

: On 24 JUN 2/3 Aust Inf Bn were ordered
by HQ 16 Inf Bde to occupy the feature JEBEL
g : i ITAZAR with one Coy. In order to bring .
i -4 I8 ;
ph

.

this Coy up to strength 2/3 Aust Inf Bn had sk

to form a composite Coy with "B" and "D' Coys i e
to be called D" Cecy, This Coy'was to o
RV at track junc 183170 at 2100 h»s on 24 JUN &%

with an OP Party from 4 ¥D REGT. "The latter™

party was delayed and the column did not move fwd

from the RV until approx 2215 hrs led fwd by

selected local guides. Communicationy were

to be by OP Wireless.

B 8

e
L' gtl‘:"‘-"i.
e ! 3

: Nothing further was he¢ﬁ$ﬁﬂ?im theg
’ .Coy until 1645 hrs on 25 JUN whefl 2 QUEENS" Sl

‘. informed BDE HQ that they had made

F .
o . |'.i!1

T

~that the Coy was unable to gain objective owing
to exhaustion and lack of water. The Coy

also reported that they were under heavy MG au g
Hortar fire. Later OC 2/3 Lust Inf Bn

reported that "D'" Coy were unable to take ob- .
~Jective and asked permission to withdraw. HE&%?
.+, asked BDE for permission to relieve with a freshL™%
% . Coy and this was agreed to. \ UC"' Coy were

v sent ln relief and left JATANA together with
| ¢ another OP Farty from 4 Fd& Regt at 2215 hrs on
" & 25 JUN. "D Coy di¢ not withdraw during
the night but remained te assist "C" Joy in thke
capt: -2 of the objective which the enemy were later 2h
found to have reinforced. b

At 1230 hrs 26 JUN reports indicated =
that these Coys would not be able to take the
objective and BDE HG therefore ordcored them to |
remain in their prese:rnt positicons until after dark
when 1t would be possible f.r them to withdraw
to QATANA.

Later at 1805 hrs 2 QUEENS®' repcrted
that the Coys were now confident of success. i
BDE HQ therefore ordered them to try again and &
égﬁ | ordered OC 2/3 Aust Inf Bn to ensure their main- = "%
7 tenance; pack animals hav "% heen provided for
SE T this purpose.

s At 0630 hrs 27 JUN 2 QUEENS' reporied
. . the objective partially taken but that enemy were
| still holding the summit of the feature in strength

and 2 QUEENS'® asked for reinforcements for Covys

2/3 Aust Inf Bi and BDE HQ then issued orders for
2/3 Aust Inf Bn to take over the comolé%e featurs
occupled by their two Coys. \ 411 ayproach-
es to the feature were being " -avily shelled by

the enemy and at 0900 hrs 27 JUN, OC 2/3 4dust Inf
Bn asked permissiot to delay the move until after

-
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dark. This was agreed to by BDE HQ.
Soon after news was received that the object-
lve had been taken and the following message
was sent by BDE Cuor ., "Well done hang on
all ecosts.”

The attack had been a complete
surprise to the enemy and the first enemy Tps
encountered had been quickly disposed of but

the feature was a large one and the sumnit oy
strongly held. By first light gif27 JUN ¥§F.
the objective as not entirely captured but S

was {inally occupied at ahout 0800 hrs. By
this time the attacking Tps were exhaust.ed and
short of ammunition and the reguest for rein-
forcements was despatched by OC 2 QUEENS! who
meanwhile sent up ammunition and rations by pack
animal and ordered "B" Coy 2 QUEf,J%§ED reinforce
e Coy 2/3 Aust Inf Bn. Ve ib

By 1400 hrs it was apparent that the
enemy wa ter attacking and reports indicated
S

’E that fre nforcerments were being rushed -
e and were attacking on both flanks with an esti-
| - 1nmated strength of two Ina Unfortunately

essential parts of the OP Wireless Set had beer 0
lost on the way up and the OP was unable to maka .
contact with the Bty. Had this sujpport been
available there is little oubt that the object~
ive would have been hzld.

By 1200 hrs the situation was beecoming
desperate; "C" Coy on the cbjectire was being
surrounded and "DY Coy on a lower feature was

being forced to withdraw. At this point .
the enemy Comd called on our trouns *to "surrender
or be slaughtered,’ This domand wzs

refused,

About this time 0C 2/3 Just Inf Bn
arrived at 2 QUEENS' HQ together with “he remain-
der of the Bn numbering some 60 men, At
1700 hrs it was decided to order a withdrawal
from the “z2ature owing to difficulties of supply
and the exhausted condition of the Tps and owing &

P to the impossibility, due to lack of fresh Tps, 0
of reinforcing the original attackers. Orders.
were accordingly issued for Tps to remain in e

their present positions until after dark and then”
withdraw to positions already indicated by Bde
Comd. This withdrawal was carried out under
cover of darkness "C" Coy succeeding in fight-
ing their way out,

The JEBEL MAZAR feature, the summit
of which is nearly 5000 ft high constitutes a
- position of great natural strength capable of -
being successfully held by a comparatively
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small number of men. All advantages
rest with the defence - the original eneny
garrison was small but in view of the obvious
Importance of the observation obtainable fronm
the summit -~ the enemy was quick to reinforce
as soon as an attack was appreciated.

The success of the operations depended on an
abllity to reach and hold the summit before
eneny reinforcerents could arrive, 2/3
Aust Inf Bn came within an ace of success.
Luck was certainly against them in their most
formidable task.

Throughout the operation all ranks
2/3 Aust Inf Bn displayed the very highest
courage and determination and thefy dogged
endeavour has vory justly called forth the
. unstinted praise and admiration of all ranks
of 16 INF BDE.
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ACLTION OF 2/5 AUST INF BN AT DERAA

Ref Map SOUEIDA 1/200,000

Battalion, less "C" Coy who were
detached, arrived at DERAA (18030708) from
HAIFA by train at approx 1700 hrs on 20 JUN
41 and bivouaced on NORTHERN side of railway
line, approx # mile N:W. of town and came
under order Col WRIGHT Comd 85 L of C sub area.

At 2100 hrs on @5 JUN YB" and "DM
Cngs were ordered to move to SHEIKH MESKINE
(18080909) and take up perimeter defence
around the town, Remainder of Bn con=-
sisting of "A" and "HQ" Coys andugg HQ nowved

.

into DERAA and took up defensive @bsition
. on NW outskirts with Bn HQ at 18030705, Our
- task was to protect L of C agaist possible
attacks f£.v% Vichy Druze troops reported to
: i be at SOUEIDA,

From reports receiﬁed it was found
that approx 150 enery Jebel Druse had taken
possession of the village of OTUMI OUALAD,

N (21050709) and Col Wright decided to attack
573 and drive them out, Reporv of 0.C.; "B"
Coy attached.

Operations being successfully
completed, "B" Coy returned ‘o SHEIKH MEESXINE
arriving there at 1230 hrs 22 JUN 41. AT
1600 hrs "B" and "D Coys were ordered from SHEIKH
MESKINE to EZRAA to take up perimeter defencs

round railway station (19061001). Remainder

of Bn occupied perimeter defence of DERAA as | e
follows :- "HQ" Coy, western perimeter X
their task being the defence of the fort and

bridge leading to the old village. AT

Coy E, and N, perimeter; task of "A" Coy was
road to SOUEIDA, defence of railway station
and ;ap@s, DAMASCUS Road and the outpost
position 1000 yds forward and W. of DANASCUS
Road. Eneny force repcrted varying fron
one to three battalions reported sorie 25 miles
W. of DERAA, Information seemed douptiul,

23 JUN all Coys improved defences
generally, olgnallers of 'B" and "DV
Coys with T.J.F.F. signallers repaired
telephone lines EZRAA - SHEIKI MESKINE ~DERAA.

24 JUN "D" Coy acted as protective
9 force to Col WILSON T.J.F.F, on a pclitical
o nission to EL DOUR (21020$05).

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO25751



"

"B" Coy come under cond
Lt-Col MONTGOMERY, Comd T.J.F.F. Cav Regt
and "D" Coy under comd of Lt-Col KIIKENNY,
Comd T.J.F.F. Mech Regt.

25 JUN "D" Coy were ordered to
RHABARHEB (DAlAS 1/200,000) but on arriving
there received orders to return to EZRAA:
reason for return being that REABARHEB was
found to be outside responsibility of Lt-Col
llontgonery. gg

Routine work and training wacs
carried on by all companies until 30 JUN
when orders were received that 17 AUST INF IDE
was to be concentrated at HABBOUCHE.

I , : 43

(Signed) G.F. STROW
Intelligence
Of ficer.

for Comd KING GROUP,

-

NIENETY ”
&i@i8lwinie

oo
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REPORT BY LIEUT W.M. MAYBERRY ON ACTIVITIES

OF "C" COY 2/5 BN FROM 11 JUN 41 %o 2 JOL 41
(INCL)

Ref lMap : BEYROUTH 1/200,000

"C" Coy 2/5 Aust Inf Bn entrained
at EL MAJDAL at 2230 hrs 11 JUN 41, arriving
at HAIFA at 1200 hrs 12 JUN 43, The Coy
was lifted by R.4.S.C, transport via SAFLD to
MERDJAYOUN (13601590) arriving 1730 hrs.

0.C. reported to 25 Aust Inf Bde ) ani on
orders rioved to Fort,

g

Friday 13 JUN 41. Orders
received to provide town picquet and fort
“ garrison. Coy re@ponsibility - internal
security of district.® -

Saturday 1i4 JUN 41, Lt-Col TODD
took over responsibility of interna’ security
and "C" Coy was attached to TODD FGRCE for +two
days to carry on with the job, while TODD FORCE

!B—r was attempting to advance in twe columns up
"A" and "B" routes. (TODD FORCE conmprised -
H.Q. Sgn ROYAL SCOTS GREYS and one o712 ROYAL
SCOTS GREYS, and one STAFFORDSHIKE YL MANRY
also some attached troons.) _

(Route "A% pan from Road Junc s
13701590 EAST of IERDJAYOUN via HASBAYL to °°F

o KATR ZBIT. Route "B" ran from sane RA
’i junc through QUELLIYE and:YOUHHGER to QARAQUN). %gg
giss

. e
W ?’ v
':-J." -
. t = Sk . F
! i +, (= iR : =

During the afternoon eneny shsll
fort for half an hour causing two casus’ti

&
gunday 15 JUN 41. Hea y sheiling ko

of furtésg town for one hour, 1430 to 1530

hrs (one easualty). AT 1530 hrs corders

received from 25 Aust Inf Bds to send ome Pl

as garrison to NABATIYE e TAUTA (12601620},

Pl moved 1600 hrs, At 1630 hrs crders

were received from Lt-~Col Todd to move coy fwd

and take up defensive pesition on high ridge

EAST of DEBBINE (13751625). (At this time
heavy fi-ing was taking place to the NCRTH of
the TOWN.) The remaining two Pls less

two secs on picquet in district left the fort
at 1715 hrs and moved tc NORTH edge of TOWN.
Here 2 1/c TODD FORCE intercepted Coy and
informed 0.C, Sgn of STAF®S already in oeoupa -
tion of high ridge (13551625) and ordered Coy
to proceed through DEBBINE and oceupy feature
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(13601620) relieving 1 Tp AUST CAV.

This Tp was net withdrawing before Coy reached
DEBBINE. Position was reached and defence
positions taken up by 1830 hrs. Coy was
divided into two platoons of 2 secs each.
During the nove 7  wvard, cne casualty had been
su-fered by eneny shelling,

At 1915 hrs MMG fire and shelling
on feature EAST of DEBBINE togetner with eneny
advance, estimated 2 Coys, forced 3qn on
feature who had one trocp cut off to withdraw
to MERDJAYOUN, Having received no
further orders and position on right being
obscure, 0.C. had at 1900 hrs sent runner for
o information from 0.C. STAFF San. Runner
returned at 1930 hrs with news that sgn had
been forced to withdraw on town. BY this
time enemy had pushed up on our right flank and
were within a fov hunidred yards of Town sone
seven hundred yards to our rear.

At 1935 hrs two Pls were ordered
to thin out and fall back on line drawn EAST
WEST through Fc -5, making RV 13551585, At
2000 hrs Coy HQ withdrew to market place MERDJ-
AYOUN where two picquetting sections had

assembled. Standing patrol was formed
to cover withdrawal and at 2115 hrs Coy ren-
dervoused as . “dered. g The two forwarad

pirtoons having®withdrawn to fort through upper
part of town along little used track.

AV Coy R.V. one Tp GREYS was fotnd
holding road block. LT SCox was ordered
to remain as rear guard milth one To TODD FORCE i
and twosA/Tk guns until 09245 hrs and cover 3%%
occupatdon of defensive position 1t (QTEAA "
(13401550) by TODD FORCE. 'S

lohday 16 JUN 41 at 0230 hre
listening. post fwd withdrew reporiting eneny
@dvancings defensdve fire was opened
rol withdrew, Pgtrol from “CV
Coy was sent fwd 500 yés bub wes unabls to
discover any sign of movement ard at (245 hrs
rear guard withdrew by 1/T to QLEL” leaving
one sec "C" Coy to cover withdrawa., who followed
without making further contact at 0255 hrs,

NC" Coy took up defensive position
astride road QLEAA - MERDJAYOUN on the fwd
fa slopes of QLEAA feature (13451550). SQN
STAFFS on "B" flank SQN GREYS on left, peri-
meter defence of QLEAA being made.
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At 0900 hrs "C" Coy sent out recce
patrol fwd and to R Flank. Patrol
returned at 1015 hrs reporting fwd movements
of 2 eneny tanks and few tps. Eneny

. made recce with two 10,000 kilo tanks at

1030 hrs. One tank was destroyed and

the other forced to withdraw by the A/Tk guns.

At 1900 hrs "C" Coy came under cemd Lt-Col

< WELLINGTON, 2/2 Aust Pnr Bn and it front was
lengthened on the R flank, Pioneers coming
into defensive line and perimeter being |
extended to include KHIRBE ( 13015545) At
2100 hrs garrison platoon NALATIYE returned
to Coy on Gener::l LAVERACK's instructions.

Tuesday 17 JUN 41. Two Coys
2/2 Aust Pnr Bn attacked fort unciccessfully,
"C" Coy remained in occupation of same position.

& Wednesday 18 JUN 41. All quiet -
- 3 intervals @7 .shelling by both sides. At
e 2100 hrs "C" Coy sent out recce patrol to
ey point 350 yds S.E. of fort which returned
: 2330 hrs g@gnrting only slight enemy movement.

Thursday 19 JUN 41. At 0230 hrs
0.C. "C" Coj: was sent for by B.H.Q. and at
2310 hrs received orders to send fighting
patrol to occupy ehurch on high rocky crag
700 yds N.W. of fort (13571582). No
previous recce had been madeg distance to he
covered going direct 3000 yds and patrol was
ordered to be in oceupation of cr:ig by 0430 hrs
and make contact with 2/2% Aust Inf Bn who were
attacking from the N.W. of Town. |

hr -

-

Patrol occupied feature by 0430 hrs

0730 hrs contact had been made with

1'and later in day with 2/2 Aust Pnr Bn

whose second attack on the fort had been unsucc-
essful. T During the morning, patrol

killed 8 and captured 40 snipers and mortar

men who were defending ridge between crag and

fort and who had caused heavy casualties on -

Fioneers during their attack. Patrol
also covered withdrawal into crag of one Pl
25 Bn who had become isolated. &% 1530

hrs patrol joined forces with Pioneers who had
galned ridge previously occupied by snipers and
mortarmen, and an attempt was made to attack
the fort from the north. This attempt
was frustrated by enemy tanks and 11MG's,

Ma jor LANG 2 i/c Fioneers who was in command

of operations being wounded. Patrol was
forced to withdraw to crag. POWs carrying
enemy and own wounded were sent back under
Fioneer escort to Pioneer RAP, 0.C. oI
attacking ¥ ' oneer . 7 ordered withdrawal of
patrol from crag at 2030 hrs. Patrol

returned to Coy at 2230 hrs having suffered
only one casuvalty.
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Fr.day 20 JUN 41. Pioneers pushed
one Coy 500 yds fwd of "C" Coy astride QLEAA -
MERDJAYOUN Rd and "C" Coy being in reserve did
only normal patrolling. This period fron
Thursday night to Sunday night was uneventful
except for two bombing raids and intermittent
shelling.

Sunday 22 JUN 41. TODD FORCE
was ordered to take up position covering left
flank of corposite gp in following area :-

DEMICHKIYE 13251605
- MAHINMOUDIYE 13251605
- JERIE 13201640
and EL AICHIY 13351640

and "C" Coy relieved TODD FORCE taking up
pernTter defence position from N.E., QLEAA

L=

e 13451560 S to S.E. KHIRBE 1345155 astride
iiFE' road SOUTH of KHIRBE to KHIRBE - (LLAA boundary
S on the WEST 13401545. Onn Tp MMGs GREYS'
EN and one PL Pioneers came under comd. Approx
length of . line 2500 yds. Relief of TODD

FORCE was eompleted by 2300 hrs Sunday 22 JUN 41.

lMonday 23 JUN 41. NIL to report.

Tuesday 24 JUN.41.4 At 1030 hrs
patrols Pioneers under eover Srnoke screen
advanced inte’ fort and town to find it evae-
tated. "C" Coy was ordered fwd into
position astride fort road and main rd 500
e yds N. of fort 13651585, Coy
' | During this

. position by 1430 hrs. .4 i
" period the town and fort wer: avily shelled,
y At lﬁﬁﬁ”ﬁh_ orders were received to occupy

hlgh]g”jjﬁg_ﬂizﬂﬁ IIERDJAYOUN and E, of DEBBINE
13751625 e At this stage, P1 of Pioneer

- “a
= N i

, MHMGS still under comd.

ve 1wd enemy shelled N. of town heavily

and 2 casualties suffered, Coy pusnea

fwd along ridge unt#l held up by heavy enemy .
mortar fire and took up position covering "R

and BALATE 13701625 N.E. of and E.

13751630. .. Later in night,

contact was made with Coy of Pioneers on Right.

Our Left flank was in the air.

Wednesday 25 JUN 41. Patrol was
pushed fwd 2000 yds and reported enemy on ridge
between "A" and "B" routes from 13901630 to
139816005 also fighting patrol pushed through
- BALATE and reported village clear of FRENCH
. 2 since dawn. During the day our position

| was shelled and bombed by enemy &. »craft.
At 1900 hrs Coy moved 2000 yds fwd and occupied
position running 5. from a point 800 yds N.W.
enemy F.D.Ls 13801640,
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Thursday 26 JUN 41. Enemy shelled
and mortared Coy position. No casualties
except Col WELLINGTON. At 1700 hrs
Lt-Col HONAGHAN took comd of force. During

night 26/27 further recce patrols were made
establishing enemy position and Coy defensive
disposition altered to give more cover.

Friday 27 JUN 41. il Db o
Pioneer Bn attacked enemy feature from W.
through "C" Coy FDLs- Atteck was unsucc-
essful. At 1600 hrs "D" Coy Pioneers
came under comd "C" Coy., also whole responsibil-
ity for Left flank of force. Night
27/28 dispositions were again altered placing
"C" Coy further fwd and bringing in "D" Coy
in reserve,

Saturday 28 JUN 41. During

the day fairly quiet. Enerny only

appeared to mortar position and shell when

given definite Z.wget, During night

28/29 recce were sent out to establish whether

enemy had vacated position, Strict orders
- | from B.H.Q. not to fight. "C" Coy patrols
'Y went to enemy wire and over his centre and right

features. ™ I11Gs positions which ‘waie
vgqcated by night were noted and patrols only
withdrew after establishing definite presence
of enemy when the enemy threatened their line
of withdrawal.. - ‘

2 V

oty S 20 g g B o cneny
activity by ‘day. . = = During the night

ous night.

29/30 similar pa trcﬂégtapre
| Wy SO ;}‘,

= 5 5
“ﬁﬁ » Moﬁﬁaﬁr-*f 30 JUN&:

“ ' LLy
» slight enemy shelling and mortar :ire,
V ADV Party relieving unit arrived, Night
30/1 no patrol aing posts established
yds from en STy - During londay

_recce patrol pushed fwd to 1500 yds
WOUz 13001649,  This 0,P. cover-
ge., An Arty

[desday 1 JUL 41, Recce patrol as
on previous.day. é Enemy Arty and mortars
more lively; no casualties. Night 1/2
relieved by D.L.TI. Relief completed by
2215 hrey “CY oy moving to lying up area at
- DEIR MIMESS 13301530.

Wednesday 2 JUL 41. Contact was
rnade with own unit and Coy rejoined unit at
HABBOUCHE 12651645 at 2300 hrs,
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REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF "B' COIPANY AT
OUM OULAD ON 22 JUN 41

The Coy was camped at SHEIKH MLSKINE

when I received orders to report #%t 0400 /rs

i next morning to B.HQ. I met Col KING who
told me that T.J.F,F. Cav Regt and "B" Coy
2/5 Aust Inf Bn and one section of guns R.A&.
(18 pdrs) was to attack and capture about 160
DRUZE Cavalry that had taken possession of the
village OUINM QULAD. Col Kjng instructed me
to report to Col lONTGOMERY, C.O0. T.J.F.F. Cav
Regt at 0500 hrs. I met Col Montgomery and
we proceeded to a knoll approx 3000 yds NORTH of
OUlf OULAD from where he made his recce overlook-
ing the village. He decided to encircle .,
the village by one cavalry sgn on each side
(E. and W.)

<

He instructed me to pla-e one platoon
to protect sec of gunsfggﬁch were 1000 yds rear
of the knoll, The other two platoons were
to take up positions on the knoll awaiting his

orders. N f

s Co arriv@ﬂ;fram_SHEIKH I'ESKINE

at assembly point some 4000 yds in rear of OUM

OULAD at approx 0800 hrs 3 The cavalry
wte take p

advance W&% L7ea ok lace at 0815 hrs.

fyd i battle order and
protection fgr FIINS oy
re waxen Twd uvnder cover

III.:"..,:-. O i i . Th@
IGTONIERSST 1 ring two '

Ll dlage. Cav
@81y encircling
EReSDRUZA "AV
ing @galloped

Py

o

suceeeded
34 ] r% seven and |
ONTGOMERY instructed

cutting small
wounded four

charge of any prisoners that had been captured and
bring t ar ; JI' J‘ - 5 L1 =

€I Dack . OUE #_E‘ At this sta g-e

L.P e Ul wd. - When No 10 PL
were somé 300"¥ds grcm the village, a few shols were
fiI’Eﬁ-.’. - ik --:.-"" R ¢ -E_iI‘ ?EMEIES B > 5 S
a groverand went forward on foot in battle positions.
They ived at the BAST cnd of the village, found
four DRUZE priseners and returnsd them in a truck
to the kpgll. 6 this time approx 1100 hrs

the skirmish was completed auu cavalry marched
back to the knoll. At 1130 hrs I withdrew
: No 10 PL, formed up my column and relturned To
Al SHETKH MESKINE. |

’ _ Captain SIITH

B 2 R o
2/5 Aust Inf Bn.
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REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF "B" COY
AT EZRAL ON 22 JUNE 41.

.I.-

On returning to SHEIKH MESKINE
from OUM OULAD I received orders from Col
WILSON to proceed to EZRAA at 1400 hrs and
make recce preparatory to moving "B" Coy to
EZRAA. I arrived at EZRAL at 1430 hrs,
in company with Captain ROWELL, 0.C, "D" Cay.
We met Col KILKENNY, C,0. HEchanised Regt,
T.J.F.F. under whnse command we came,

He outlined his plan of defence for EZRAA \
and we recced perimeter area. "B Coy
took up position on perimeter. I sent
my D/R back to "B" Coy, the Coy arriving at
1630 hrs. Pl areas were allotted and

Coy went into position.

-

About six days after taking positiﬂn
in EZRAL, I took a patm% d@wn EZRAA - SHEIKH
MESKINE Rd, to look for isaffeﬁted people that
were cutting TRANSJORDANIA line This
patrol took up position with orde ms to shoot on
| i ‘No one was sighted and patrol
returnaa Xt morning. On Sunday pre-

B" Coy being withdrawn from EZRAA

”ﬁﬁipwrm_a I tﬂ@k a patrol along
'SO'EJEZ-A Rd ’bb‘ Loo. :"_:'.--‘..--z Road Blocks and observe
-SlUE]IA frgm round.

T ound . Two DRUZE

=~:em overlooking
hese men were
e . pasitiﬂn, we

. nt 4n SC t@ HQ_ at approx

B" Coy

M Aust Inf Bn
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To/'m' Ay %-Inf. Bde. ‘%”WET

| y 53 Jul. 1941.
= ]‘w REPORT ON OPERATIONS 2/5 BN ﬁ

TR 1 July to 11 July 1941,

" On the morning of 1 July 41 2/5 Bn whose H.Q. were situated at
DERAA were ordered to move to HABBOUCH area where 17 Aust. Inf.

= Bde. were to be concentrated and at 2000 hrs Bn left DFERAA
travelling wvia SHEIKH MESKINE - QOUNEITRA - MABBADE -~ BANIAS -

e R |

TEL HAI - METULLA ~ HABBOUCH.,
Owing to particularly rough rocads and the facé that headlights

were not permitted after-:reaching METULLA the convoy was

delayed considerably and did not reach HABBOUCH area until 0530
hrs 2 Jul. 41. On arrival Bn dispersed 1n area 127164 (Beyrﬁath
1:200,000).and at 28630 C. Coy who had been away in Central Sector
for three weeks, returned under command of Pn. On Jul 3 C.0. and
Coy Comdrs carried out recce of area 12391942 (Damour 1:88,000)
and next morning instructiens were received that Bn. was to take
up“posttions lin.rear. of 2/27 Bn in vicinity 12361942 (Damour
1:88,000).

At 0040 hrs Bn embussed and left HARBOUCH area travelling-alonz
main coastal road as far as 12131935 (Damour 1:25,000) where 1t
debussed and moved up silopes-of hill close to ¥I. FARFM with

sBn. H.Q. situated at 12341938, Intermittent enemy Arty fire from

direction EL BOUM continued throughout the day. Late In the

| ?afternoon of 5 Jul D. Coy releived portions of 2/27 and 2/16 Bns

\ " ath EL"FESTEQANIYE and ES SIYAR reqpectivn]y.

At 2000 hrs 6 Jul called conference and informed Woy Comdrs. that
Bn. would move forward at 2330 hrs on forst stage of an advance
which.had as its objectives DIER MA JORJOS on the right and
BN NAAVE on the left.Im anticipation of this move C.0.-had sent

I[forward two members of the Int. Section to recce routes over
DAMOUR River and from informatlion received from this recce party
the route chosen was to be along ftrack from EL HAREM to 125661946
thene~ down Wadi past point 257, EL BATTAL, PL LABIYE to river
at 12591964, .
| 2/5 Bn were to follow. 2/3 along thiq rofe fhe head of our column
A passinc 12561946 at 2400 hrs but owing to the fact that 2/3 Bn
ﬁi ‘were late in moving off the Bn did not pass this point until
0135hrs. The tracK was very narrow and necessitated moving in |
single file .and this coupled with the fact that Cyprots 1in ch&rﬂ&*
of 2/3 Bn Mules on many occaslons stopped for no reason.al all
made the trip a long and tedious one with many unnecessary halts.
The descent from EL LABIYE E6 the River was a very stsep and
. dangerous one even in the hourg of daylight, ‘but in the dark and
‘with Mules dispersed through the column slmost continuausly |
tangling both themselves and the Troops;amongst the Sismal wires
‘1t was an.;mpassiﬁle trip. and-becausé of this the C.O. eﬁﬁered all
;Mhi;-'off“ﬁha track so that the Troops could p-oceed more quickly.
. ecrossing River, Bn proceeded in single file fremstrack

After
at 12551966 towards KL BOUM but at 12601966 found that 2/3 Bn had

.....

i

)neﬁtﬂ sleep on the track and this caused condiderabhackﬂﬁv
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Theﬁggﬁ. at this stage went forward tO Bontact Major Stevenson
;c:ﬁﬁwe/s Bn at EL BOUM and the Troops now VEI'Y tired reached
- I there belween 0745 and 0845 hrs.

The C.0. having made a r'ecce of area decided that the start line

twhich was to have besn 12621967=12681¢70 was unsuitable and this

was changed to a line running East West through EIL. BOUM 2/3 on
right and 2/5 on the left. Word was received at this stage that the
tMule Train which was delayed would not reach EL BOUM for some
considerabple time. The Wireless which was being transported by

Mule arrived at 1000 hrs and within a very short time contact

was made with 17 Aust Inf Bde-and C.0. held short conversation

with Brigadier Savige. Rlankets and other unnecessary gear wa.s

(at this stage placed in a central dump.

Advance continued at 1050 hrs, arrowhead formation being adopted,

{A. Coy-on right, B. Coy in Centre and directing and D. Coy on the

lefts CasCoy.following BR. Coy 500 yds and HeQ: Coy 500 yas 1n

rear C. Coy. Bn. HeQ. preceeded C.Coy. The advance continued
without incident until Bn. had reacheda general position south of
»id 108 when*left Goy (B) came under M.G. fire from point 212
£ 12551980+ D. Coy attacked with L.M.G and Mortars whlich brought
heavy -shelling by enemy 75 yms from the direction N.IE. of DARAYA

11270l991.

The C.+0..deciding that Ds Coy were belng diverted from the task

tr~hand and seeing that some confusion had arisen 1n regard to
laay'dispositions ordered the Bn to move TO DARAYA whieh move was

completed by 1750 hrs sfter a very long climb. The G.0, seeling
* that the Troops were completly knocked up decided that the En
would rest at DARAYA that nizht and continue the advance the
following morning. lnemy Mortars, M.Gs and Snipers were Very
active in this area. At this stage the Sigs who had been

wasting no time tapping various wires eventually contacted
’17 Amist Inf Bde and Brigadier Savige ordered C.0. TO continue

advance on DIER MA JORJOS that evening.

C.0. immediately calked Coy. Comdrs to conference and I ssued

nis orders. Advance to continue at 1030.hrs with 3 Coys. ( A,B & D)
\ in line followed by C. Coy, followed by H.Q.COy. Bn.H-Q. a8
b, fbefore preceeded C. Goy. Where necessary, as was the case 1n

crossing Wadi DAQOUN, Coys were to move in single file BUt

adopting normal formation 1mmediately Wadls were crogssed. Bn
formed up at 1915 hrs under enemy M.G.fire and moved off &at

{1930 hrs across Wadi DAQOUN, a particularly precipitous descent

and climb. in .the fading 1ight but as darkness fell progress

became slower and slower. At the various halts, the Troops, btelng
jvery t1red fell asleep, and ereat difftculty was experienced and
mich time lost in ensurelng that they wero all awakened and

econtinued the advance which was withour opposition now that
R & Hud fallen; until the Bn reached-Wadd jmmediately
fgouth of DI®R-MA JORJOS where B. & D. Coys were engaged by M.Gs
jand Rifle fire, This however WaS miekly silenced. A Coy moving
agross the Wadl from the richt also encountered eneny opposition
;but'sngceeded'in capturing o P.O.W. 4 Field Pleces (75 mm) and

e =

-
. :
- - -
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! {'M .Gs. Coys reached objective of DEIR MA JORJOS by 0200 hrs
Béggby and at 0300 D. Coy moved-down "adl towards EN NAAME, a
ing patrol entering the village and capturing a French
[Golonel and his staff. Coy now moved into position under cover
of trees and bulldings belng in position by dawn.
Dispositions were A & B Coys 1n defensive position around
DIER MA JORJOS, D. Coy EN NAAME and C. & H.Q. Coys dlspersed
on feature at 12662013 (Saida 1:50,000) thus Bn was in
possession of hlgh ground around DIFR MA JORJOS and EN NAAME
.= and controlling Wadls and tracks in that area.
, Owing to shortage of wire 8Slgs were unable to bring line forward
tbut Capt Sampson 2/5 Fd. Regt had managed to get his line
through and we were thus able to contact Bde.
Shortly after dawn D. Coy were subjected to Martar flire from
; the ridge North of DIER MA JORJOS where the enemy were stilil
o in posSsSesSsSion. .
At 1230 .hrs H.&. Coy releived D: Coy in the village, the latter
1being ordered beo esteblish Road Block at Bridge 12422018 (Saida
1:50;000) north of DAMOUR to prevent the enemy's egcape to the
Narth. DoCoy moving down the Wadl reached a point 765 yds from .
-the Bridge when Enemy were observed under the Bridge.-After-a
quick recce Gapt-Rowell declded that one Pl would storm the
*brid“e whllst the other two Pls would give covering support and
—wexpleit the positions gained. After a very sharp anccuntar the
.enemy..were forced to withdraw-after D. Coy had inflileted.a
number of casualties. The C.0. from 0.P. on DIER MA JORJOS hill"
lcould see that the enemy were gathering to counter attack and
ordered the Arty to put down a concentration in thelr area. This
concentration had the desired effect and they enemy broke and
fled. The action ed D. Coy indicated to the enemy that we were
in some strength in his rear and 1t 1s thought that thls action
led to the collapse of DAMOUR.
At 1930 hrs 8 Jul report of enemy movement from N.XK. was
received and it was thought an attack was to be made on Bn area
and Coys were disposed .taking up defensive positions as follows,
A Coy around DIER MA JORJOS-Bv Goy 12572014, C. Coy came under
/command 2/o Bn and mMoved to 12722003 and D. Coy were withdrawn
from Road Block and put into position at beeb20ls. H. 0, Coy
Vo e gmained in village of EN NAAME.
A attack however did not eventuate and on the following
‘o * morning B. & D+ Coys were ordered to occupy Road block at
12222008 (Saida 1:50,000) and await orders from C.0. who had
~y (20n€ forward along Beyreuth Road to recce position held by
ﬁbﬁﬂfrg/ﬁ Pnr Bn and which these Coys were to Jjoin. At 1730 Bn. H.Q.
~~ moved to main Damour Road at 12432018 (Saida 1:50,000) and “
shortly afterwards B. Coy moved forward and ﬁeleived 2/2 Pnr Bn.
' RiIN.12582034 (Beyrouth 1:50,000). It was found that Troops 1n
¢ .5 this posltlion could.net protect the Arty and it was decided that
% a night advance was necessary to take up position forming a line
e 12682023 - 12622038 - 12582048

—_
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iy move was completed by 0420 hrs and line laid forward to
D zoy with a Branch 1ine to B. Coy on the left. Oowing to the
shortage of wire A. CoOy could not be connected by and means of
communication was by runner but this was found to be Very
unsatisfactory. ‘

tioidz-Later in the morning Brigadier Savige called on C.0. and

ﬁhdﬁ? instructed that advance was to be continued that day but Bn

® . pwas not to proceed past Road vlock at 12642058. Arty under

- ?ﬁi-command consisted of 2/5 Fd. Regt. Howiltzer Tp and 6 in How Bty.
7 Arty plan as follows was decided on :- Z = 10 to Z a heavy
_;!243 concentration on Wireless Mast 2t Khalde and at Z a barrage to

"~ =" pe 1laid down 500 yds in front of E. Coy lifting to Wireless mast

o 5 ot the rate of 100 yds every two mins.
£ To enable Arty to finalise arrancements Zero was decided on as

fCormand “of "Bn were moved into a position of readinedad behind B. Coy
—and H.J. foy in rear C. Coye.
Attack commenced at 1530 hrs and by 1548 B. Coy although belng
heavily Mortared from Ridge on Right were coing well, having
advanced 500 yds. D. Coy at this stage were moving in the right
rear of B. Coy and in close contact with that Coy but A Coy
although moving forward had not yet contacted D. Coy. C.COY
and H. 0. Coy were moving forward in correct position. 2t 1010
enemy.shelling and Mortar fire was very severe put advance continued.
At this stage Arty had no definite task and were ordered to
; concentrate on Wireless mast where enemy guns were suspected to
. be.. At 1615 reports showed that all Coys were moving forward
3 very well, B. CoO¥ getting close tTO Road Rlock and although
; st111l being subjected to heavy shelling mortar fire slackened.
U At.«3620 B. Coy reached Road Block and at this stage came under
;\§ severe M.G. fire from RBlockhouse at 12652062 (Beyrouth 1:50,000)
_ one Pl on Rildge 12662067 peinc held up bu M.G. and Mortar fire
for 2+ hours. Tanks and Carriers moved forward at this stage and
by 1830 had ocleared the road for some 400 yds forward of
Road Block. Coys were heavily shelled and mortared throughout
the night and positions now occupled are:- A Coy 12682055
aaigD. Coy 12662055 B. Coy 12642058. H.Q.Coy had mowed through
6. Coy and were now at 12652048 C. Coy at 12652045,
‘mﬂt 1300 hrs 11 Jul C.0. went forward to B. Coy and ordered a
patrol from B. CoOy forward for approx 1000 yds.If little
enemy action was “ncountered the C.0's intentlon was to make &
forward move with A.Coy directed on 12882080, D. Coy on 12812079
and B. Coy on 19742072.This patrol returned without encountering
anyenemy action but C.0. was not satisfied and ordered a further
patrol from B. Coy also Patrols from D. ana A. Coys.All patrols

144

it
o )
>
I'Tj
-3
:_:;
o

éﬁ”fﬁﬁfencountered enemy to their Ilmucdiate front the one from B. Coy -
4w p0Y% advancing +to within 200 yds of Wireless mast when they met heavy
;wﬁ*_f M.G. fire and fire fron an enemy tabke The C.0. decided that

: any attack other than a properly organised attack would be of no
. . use ordered all Patrols To withdraw and Coys to remain in

?ﬂ:£w14P031t10n for the night. The attacl was to commence early the
'pﬂ following morning. That night instructions were received that

'fuﬁ" a1l firing was to csase at 2400 hrs pending Armistice terms.
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Tq‘ébﬁ Aust. Inf. Bde.
e 5 REPORT ON OPERATIONS 2/5 BN

SECRET.

23 July, 1941,

S/ 1 July to 11 July 1941.

On the morning of 1 July 41 2/5 Bn whose H.Q. were situated at
DERAA were ordered to move to HABBOUCH area where 17 Aust. Inf.
Bie. were to be concentreted and at 2000 hrs Bn left DERAA
travelling vias SIEIKH MESKINE - QOUNEITRA - MABSADE - BANIAS -
TEL HAI - METULLA - FABBOUCH.
Owing to particularly rough roads and the fact that headlights
were not permitted after reaching METULLA the convoy was
delayed considerably and did not reach HABBOUCH area untll 05350
hrs 2 Jul. 41. ©On arrival Bn dlspersed in area 127164 (Beyrouth
1:200,000) and at 2330 C. Coy who had been away in Central Sector
for three weeks, returned under command of Bn. On Jul 3 C.0. and
Coy Comdrs carried out recce of area 12391942 (Dsmour 1:88,000)
and next merning instructions were recelved that Bn. was to take
up positions in rear of 2/27 Bn in vicinity 12361942 (Damour
1:86,000).
At 0040 hrs Bn embussed and left HABBOUCIH area travelling along
main coastal road as far as 12131935 (Damour 1:25,000) where it
debussed and moved up slopes of hill close to EL HAREM with
Bn. H.Q. situated at 12341938. Intermittent enemy Arty fire from
direetion EL BOUM continued throughout the day. Late iIn the
afternoon of 5 Jul D. Coy releived portions of 2/27 and 2/16 Bns
at FL FESTEQANIYE and ES SIYAR respectively.
At 2000 hrs 6 Jul called conference and informed oy Comdrs. that
Bn. would move forward at 2330 hrs on forst stage of an advance
which had as its objectives DIFR MA JORJOS on the right and
EN NAAME on the left.In anticipation of this move C.0. had sent
forward twc members of the Int. Section to recce routes over
DAMOUK River and from information received from thls recce party
the route chosen was to be along track from EL HAREM to 12561946
thenge down Wadl past point 257, EL BATTAL, EL LABIYE to river
2/5 Bn were to follow 2/3 along this route the head of our cclumn
paseing 12561946 at 2400 hrs but owing to the fact that 2/3 Bn
were late in moving off the Bn did not pass this polnt until
0135hrs. The trach was very narrcw and necessitated moving in
single file and this coupled with the faet-that Cyprots in charge
of 2/3 Bn Mules on many occasions stopped for no reason al all
made the trip & long and tedious one with many unnecessary halts.
The descent from EL LABIYF £6 the River was a very steep and
dangerous one aven in the hours of daylight, but in the dark and
with Mules dispersed through the column almost continuously
tangling both themselves and the Troops amongst the Signal wires
1t was an impossible trip and because of this the C.0. ordered all
Mules off the track so that the Troops could proceed more quickly.
After crossing River, Bn proceeded in single file from track
at 12551966 towards EL BOUM but at 12601966 found that 2/3 Bn had
gone to sleep on the track and thils caused condiderable delay.
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' that the atart line
12621967-12681970 was unsulitable and this

running East West through LL BOU 2/3 on
Word was recelived at thls stage that the

would not reach FL rROUM for some

which was to have besn
was changed to 2 line
pight and 2/5 on the 1left.

vule Train which was delayedl
conslderavwle time. The Wireless which was being transported By

yaule arrived &t 1000 hrs and within a very short time contact
wes made with 17 Aust In{ Dde and C.0. held short conversation
with Brigadier Savige. Blankets and other unnecessary zear was

at this stsge placed 1n & central Cumpe |
Advance continued atv 1030 hrs, arrowhead rormation being adopted,

A., Coy on right, B. Coy in Centre and directing and D. Coy on the
1eft. C. COY following B. Coy 500 yds and H.Qe Coy 500 yus in
rear C. CO¥e BN 1.Q. precesded ¢.Coy. The advance continued
without incident until Bn. had reacheda general position south of
grid 198 when left CoYy (B) came under M.0es fire from point 212

at 125519380. D. COY attacked with L.M.G and Mortars which brought
heavy shelling bY eremy 75 vmsS from the directlon N E. of DARAYA

12701991,
mhe C.0. declding that D. Coy were peing diverted from the task

1n hand and seeing that some confusion had arisen 1in regard tO
Coy'dispoaitions ordered the Bn to move to DARAYA which move was

completed DY 1730 hrs after & very long climb. The CeOe seelng
completly knocked up decided that the Bn

would rest at DARAYA that night and continue the advance the
so1lowing morning. Enemy Mortars, M.Gs
active in this ared. At this stage the gigs who had been
wasting no time tapping various wires eventually ¢C
17 Aust Inf Bde and Brigadler Savige ordered C.0. tO continue

asdvance on DIER MA JORJOS that aveninge. ;
C.0. Limediately called CoYye. Comdrs to conference and issued

his orders. Advance to contimue at 1930 hrs with 3 Coys ( A,B & D)
1n 1line followed by C. CoYy, followed DY H.Q.Coy. Bn.H.sQe 28
bafore preceeded C. Coye Where necessary, as was the case 1n
crosaing'Wadi'DAQﬂUN, Coys were to move in single file but
adopting normal formation.immodiataly*ﬁ&dis were crossed. Bn
formed up at 1915 hrs under enemy M.G.T1ire and moved off at

1630 hrs aeross Wadl DAQOUN, = particularly precipitous descent

and climb in the fadinz light put as darkness fell progress
became slower and slower. AU the various halts, the Troops, being

very tired fell asleep, snd great diffdculty was experienced and
ymach time los® in ensureing that they were a1l awakened and
continued tine advance which wasd withour opposition now that
darkness had fallen, until the nn reached Wacl smmedlately

“aouth of DIER MA JORJOS where B, & D. Coys were engaged by M.Ge
ickly silencede A Coy moving

agross the wadi from the right also sncountered eneny opposition
Pieces (75 rm) and

K
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" BQk¥.Gs. Coys reached objective of DEIR MA JORJOS by 0200 hrs
8 Mly and at 0300 D. Coy moved down "adl towards EN NAAMP, a
fIghting patrol entering the village and capturing 2 French
Colonel and his staff.Coy now moved into position under cover
of trees and bulldings being in position by dawn.
Dispositlions were A & E Coys 1n defensive position around
DIFR MA JORJOS, D. Coy I'T RAANE and C. & H.Q. Coys dispersed
cn feature at 12662013 {(Saida 1:50,00C) thus Bn was in
possession of high ground around DIER MA JORJOS and EN NAAME
and controlling Wedis arnd tracks in that area.
Owing to shortage of wire S8igs were unable to bring line forward
but Capt Sampson 2/5 Pd. Regt had managed to get his line
through and we were Lhus able to contsct Bde.
Shortly after dawn I'. Ccy were subjected to Martar fire from
the ridge North of DIER MA JORJOS where the enemy ware =tlll
in possession.
At 1230 Irs“H.Qe. Coy releived D. Coy in the village, the latter
Lelng ordered to establish Road Block at Bridge 12422018 (Saida
1:503000) north of DAMOUR to prevent the enemy's egcaps to the
s“orth. D. Coy moving down the Wadil reached a point 75 yds from
the Bridge when Enemy were observed under the Bridge. After a
quick recce fapt Rowell decided that one Pl would storm the
bridge whilst the other two Pls would give covering support and
explolt the positlons gained. After a very sharp encounter the
sneny were forced te withdraw after D. Coy had inflicted a
mumber of casualtles. The C.0. from 0.P. on DIER MA JORJOS hill
could see that the enemy were gathering to counter attack and
ordered the Arty to put down a concentration in their area. This
concentration had the desired effect and they enemy broke and
fled. The action od D. Coy incdicated to the enemy that we were
in some strength In hils rear and it is thought that this action
led to the collapse of DAMOUR.
At 1930 hrs 8 Jul report of enemy movement from N.2Z. was
recelved and 1t was thought ar attack was to be made on Bn aresa
anc Coys were disposed taking up defensive positions as follows,
A,Coy around DIER MA JORJOS B. Coy 12572014, C. Coy casme under
cormand 2/3 Bn and moved to 12722003 and D. Coy were withdrawn
from Road Block and put Into position at 12662013. H.Q. Coy
remained 1In village of EN NAAME.
This attack however dld not eventuate and on the following
morni Be & De Coys were ordered to occupy Road block at
12822008 (Saida 1:50,000) and awalt orders from C.0. who had
gone forward along Beyrouth Road to recce position held by
2/2 Pnr Bn and which these Coys were to join. At 1730 Bn. H.Q.
moved to main Damour Road at 12432018 (Salda 1:50,000) &nd ‘
shortly afterwards B. Coy movad forward and releived 2/2 Pnr Bn.
EiX.12582034 (Beyrouth 1:50,000). It was found that Troops in
thls posltion could not protect the Arty and it was decided that
a night advance was necessary to take up position forming a line
12682028 - 12622038 - 12582048
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“RLi .move was completed by 0420 hrs and line laid forward to
Jo Loy with a Branch line to B. Coy on the left. Owlng to the

shostage of wire A. Coy could not be connected by and means of
cormunication was by runner but this was found to be very
unsatisfactorye. |
Later in the morning Brigadier Savige called on C.0e. and
instructed that advance was to be continued that day but BEn
was not to proceed past Road block at 12642053. Arty under
Cormand consisted of 2/5 FPd. Regt. Howltzer Tp and 6 in How Bly.
Arty plan as follows was decidea on :- Z - 10 to Z a heavy
conecentration on Tireless Mast at Khalde and at Z s barrage to
be laid.down 500 yds in front of B. Coy lifting to Wireless mast

____at the rate of 100 yds every two.mins. : - 3

e L & 4 -

To enable Arty to finallse arrengements Zero was decided on as
1530 hrs and during this time C. Coy who had returned under:
. Command of Bn were moved Inte a poslition of readinedd behind B. Coy
.-Eﬂd HiQ- qwﬂ 1@: aear C. .Cﬂ.yl' . £ & : - S

i ' L .

_Attack commenced at 1530 hrs 4and by 1548 3. Coy although belng
~heavily Mortared from Ridge on Right were goling well, having
advanced 500°ydss D. Coy at this stage were moving-in the right
rear of B. Coy and In close contact with that Coy but A Coy
although moving forward had not yet contacted D. Coye C.Coy
‘Fe Q. Coy were moving forward in correct position. At 1610 |
enemy shelling and Mortar fire was very severe but advance -contlinued.
At ‘this stage Arty had no definite task and were ordered to |
concentrate on Wireless mast where enemy guns were suspected to
be.s At 1615 reports showed that all Coys were moving forward
very well, D. Coy getting close to Road Bleock and although”
sti1ll being subjected to heavy shelling mortar fire slackened. |
At 1620 B. Coy reached Road Block and at this stage came under .-~
severe M.C. fire from Blockhouse at 126520862 (Beyrouth 1:50,000)
one P1 on Ridge 12662057 being held up bu M.G. and Mortar r'lre
\g for 2% hours. Tanks and Carriers moved forward at this stege and
- 3\ by 1830 had cleared the road for some 400 yds forward of .
'Cia Road “lock. Coys were heavily shelled and moriared throughout
' the night and positlons now occupled are:- A Coy 12682065
D. Coy 1266205 B. Coy 12642058. H.Q.Coy had movec through
C. Coy and were now at 12652048 C, Coy at 12652040.
At 1300 hrs 11 Jul C.0. went forward to B, Coy and ordered a
patrol from B. Coy forwari [Or approxX 1000 yds.If 1little
ensmy action was enecountered the C.0's intention was to make & 4
for-ard move with A.Coy directed on 12882080, D. Coy on 12812079 /
anc B. Coy on 12742072.Tis patrol returned without encountering |
anyeneny action but C.0. was not sablafled and ordered & further
patrol from B. Coy also Patrols from D, &nu A. Coys.All patreol:s
encountered enemy to thelr lm.ecdiate front the one from 5. Coy i
advancing to within 200 yds of Vireless mast when they met heavy -
¥.0. fire and fire fron an enemy tibk. The C.0. declded that
‘any attack other than a properly organlised sttack would be of no
use ordered all Patrols to withdraw and Coys to remain In
position for the night. The attack was to commence early the
following morning. That night Instructlons were received that
all firinz was to ecase at 2400 hrs pending Armistice terms.

C2
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REPORT OF OPERATIONS BY 2/3 BN FROM 1 JUL/12 JUL 4l1.

—----l-—-—-1---—-—-!-_-_-Hﬂ--ﬂ-------——_—-----l-ﬂ-—--—_---ll_-

On the night 30 Jun/l1 Jul the unit moved from QATANI to DEIR
HRANI coming under command of 17 Aust Inf Bde at midnight. The

hed4d of the column arrived at i#s destination at 0430 hrs but all
vehicles did not report in until 1100 hrs.

The unit bivouaced in the area for three days, during whlch .
time certain shortages in clothing and equipment, including one ton
trucks, were made up.

A draft of 36 ORs from "X" List and Lieut Turner from MEWTS
reported in on 2 Jul making the Bn strength 24 Offrs 402 ORs.

The Bn Comd carried out a recce of the DAMOUR area from the
vicinity of ES SAYAR, identifying certaln points, including a concrete
building referred to as POST OFFICE.

! At 2000 hrs. 3 Jul the unit embussed and moved to an area NORTH
of BAAQOUN. "A" Echelon proceeded to SABLINE and "B" Echelon
v fremained at SAHRANT. One platoon of "B" Coy 2/3 MG Bn reported ia
at 2000 hrs under Lieut A. Clarke.

Leaving the main coast road % kilo NORTH of QASSOUBA the men marched |
over a stony mountain grack, arriving in the area at 0300 hrs after a 1

“ two hours march.

- ! "c" Coy plequeted the village of BAAQOUN, and a water point was
established In ER REZANIYE. e R

- -

Coy Comds carried out a recce of defensive positions to be taken
. up 1f necessary on features 432 and 459. Reece parties came under
. shellfire and the slightest movement on either feature caused the enemy

to shell them,

On the night 4/5 Jul "C" Coy were shelled heavily on two occasions
by the enemy; casualties were 1 Offr, 2 ORs. 5

A draft of 2 Offrs 18 ORs "X" List marched in on 5 Jul.

.y C.0. ecarried out a recce of EL BATTAL and the "I'" Section recced
| track ER REZANIYE, EL LABIYE to the river DAMOUR.

The medical arrangements in the Bn area were not satisfactory. ,
Although the location of the R.A.P., had been sent on, the Fleld
Ambulance falled to evacuatedany men sick or wounded by shell fire and

the unit was thrown on its own resources.

It took eight men to carry one case to the maln road approximately
three and one half hours. With three cases, one day, twenty four men
were required - ppactically half the strength of one rifle coy.

/

| On 6 Jul, T/Capt E. S. Walker, Adjutant, was evacuated, and Capt
J. A. Y. Denniston, 0.C. "B" Coy, transferred to 6 Aust Div. Capt
Gibson, 2 i/c "A" Coy was posted to command "B" Coy.

l A number of mules were allotted the Bn for carrying equipment and
“supplies. As the country was very rough, it was found that the males
" were soon "knocked up" and as there were not any mules 1ln reserve,
/. supnlies were restricted. A number of fresh mules arrived on the night
6 Jul, but were late and the unit moved without its reserve S.A.A. .

At 2330 hrs the B.M. arrived in area and delivered the Bde Operation
Order, implementing the warning order for an advance of the Bde across

! the DAMOUR River and a flanking movement through the hills to the EAST
of DAMOUR and the cutting of the main coastal road NORTH of the town.

| The objective of the 21 Bde on the previous day had been given on
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r.Tas ﬁp&‘WﬂDI DAQOUN and it was hoped to use this line as the S.L. The

plan provided for an immedliate move of the Bn during the night 6/7 Jul
frox. ER REZANIYE through EL LABIYE across the DAMOUR River to a F.U.Pe.
on track leading from EL BOUM to point 498. The 2/5 Bn was on the
left, and 2/35 Bn on the right.

Tt was decided to move the Bn forward from EL BOUM in diamond
formation with "C" Coy leading, "D" on the right, "A" on the left and
"R" 4{n rear as the reserve. One section of MG were put under comd
of "A" Coy and one section in reserve with "B" Coy. A detachment of
Mortar was allotted to each "C" and "D" Coys, owing to the broken
nature of the ground on the right flank.

Due to the formation to be adopted, the Bn left EL REZANIYE in the
following order of march - C.0. and A/Adjt with B.M., "GP CoFsuch. Coy;
"A" Coy, Bn. H.Q., "B" Coy., H.Q. detaills (to form a rear echelon at
EL BOUM) . All mules except Mortar and MG were placed at the rear of
the column so that they would not lmpede progress. The Bn moved off
at 0010 hrs in single file with a guide from 21 Bde - gulde knew the
route as far as LABIYE and not to the river. The estimated time to
the river was 2% hours.

After passing LABIYE the track became precipitdus, men frequently
using the seat of thelr trousers to make any progress, and a light
shower of rain fell to add further to thelr difficulties.

Approximately halfway down, the track entirely disappeared in shale
from shelling and mortar bombs. Some equlpment lay strewn round mark-
ing the route of the 27 Bn on the previous night. Fifteen mlinutes were
spent endeavouring to locate the track. The mules were ordered to be
left at this point, if they managed to reach it, and the gear manhandled.

The Bn moved downwards and eventually located the track. On
arrival on the river road, "D" Coy 27 Bn was found to be in & banana
grove and the 0.C. pointed out the river crossing, advising that the
signal wire led to Bn HQ at EL BOUM.

The B.M. remsl ned st this point and requested C.0. to move to the
left flank of the unit at the F.U.P. to liailse with Lt.Col. Kinzg, C.0.
of 2/5 Bn., who would give any orders on policy affecting both units.

The head of the unit reached the NORTH slde of the river at 0300
hrs. A diligent search faliled to locate the signal wire after 1t
passed under.a pile of loose earfh dislodged by recent shelling.

After fifteen minutes rest the men were then led by the CeOs |
stralght up the hillside; a more difficult climb it would be hard to

experience.

Towards the summit the track was located in the halfl light and
progress was easler. The leading coy reached ELBOUM at 0530 hrs but
1+ took until 0730 to collect stragglers and it was found that eight
men were missing, as was the Intelligence Officer who had been injured
in the descent to the river.

The Mortar Officer, on instructions that one Mortar at least must
be brought forward, even 1if 1t meant manhendling, managed to bring one

After breakfast and one hours rest the Bn was ready to move at
approximately 0845 hrs (less Mortars andSA/AYRES,

e

C.0. endeavoured to locate C.O. 2/5 Bn with Liaison Officers and
guldes. Saw Liaison Officer of 2/5 Bn vwho was also looking for C.O.
Eventually a message arrived and Conference held at 0950 hrs.
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“ HQ 27 Bn was located and C.0. advised any undue movement at EL
~ BATM led to enemy shelling from a new arty posn to the Eastward.

C.0% 27 Bn stated two coys 14 Bn had passed through and should at that
tire be on DARAYA feature. The unit had patrols on feature 560.

C.0. 2/5 Bn desiwved advance to commence at 1015 hrs, by 0.Cs. coys

i£5 Bn stated that they were not ready, so start time was set at 1030
Se

The Bn moved off at 1030 hrs with 500 yds between Coys. Commun-
jcation with Bde was not altogether satisfactory messages belng sent by

the only Lucas lamp in the unit to Bde 0.P. on point 394, Fhe line of
advance being due NORTH. 2

"C" Coy set a stiff pace and the other coys were hard pressed, as
owing to their small numbers each man was carrying on an aserage of 300
rds of ammunition besldes am®& equipment and bombs.

The DARAYA feature was reached at 1230 hrs, where a hall was made
and men rested.

0.C. Coy 27 Bn - Capt Nicholls - stated he had patrols on feature
560; desplte the enemy MG fire from that point. He stated 14 Bn had
moved & coy across WADI DAQOUN and had now swung In the direction of
DAMOUR. It was found later that the Coy had moved across on the
WEST end of the feature JURBET EL BIAR. Intermittent MG fire came
from KHEURBET EL BIAR feature particularly from positions in vicinity

of EL 1267 1999.

Heavy MG fire was heard from WADI in direction of DAMOUR and 3"
Mortar was detached from "D" Coy and sent over, as it was thought 2/6
Bn were meeting opposition on their front, but returned advising 1t
wes & coy of 14 Bn, and the assistence was not required.

A1l contact with 2/5 Bn had been lost after leaving the F.U.F.
owing to the nature of the terrain. The map falled to reveal the
true nature and steepness of the wadls. oo

i~

e
= It was deciddd to push on. "D" Coy moved on according to previous
plan, infiltrating into the wadi and occupying the EL GARGATE feature.

The remeining Coys were then ordered To attack the KHEURBET EL BILAR
feature. "g" Coy on the right - objective 'the HUMP? - actually pt.335.
"B" Coy centre =-cobjective STONE HOUSE - with "A" Coy covering the left
flank across the WADI.

The approach to the WADI commenced at 1330 hrs. Capt Bennett, /-5
Bn, arrived with his coy, coming up in rear of 2/3 Bn HQ. He pointed
out our attack was over the Bn Boundary. It was pointed out the whole
feature had go be taken and.decidﬂd.that.GaPt Bennett's coy would take
over "A" Coy's role on the left flank. "A" Coy were ordered to remain

in the Wadi bed.

Calis 3/5 Bn then errived end stopped Capt Bennett's coy from moving
_and held 2/5 Bn on DARAYA feature.

I Owing to heavy MG flre breaking out at certain intervals from
different points CO 2/5 Bn decided to remeain in his position and o8& for
artillery support in continuance of the advaence the following morning.

S—1

The coys were on thelr objectives by 1500 hfs, although a number of
sniper's posts remained to be cleaned upe o

Bn HQ on being acquainted with the decision of CO 2/5 Bn moved
forward at 1600 hrs to Pt 335.

0C MG Pl and 3" Mortar being ordered to remain at DARAYA unftil a
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eble crossing over the WADI DAQOUN could be found for mules, but
#va forward as soon as possible the followling day.

¢ "A" Coy were sent up the Western end of WADI DAQOUN and moved into
position on forward slopes of Pt 335.

P

"B" Coy earlier cleaned up two MG posts holding up advance of a coy
14 Bn towards DAMOUR, but a sniper on an Hotchkiss In between Bn HQ and
"B" Coy continued to give trouble.

The Liaison Officer with a Thompson Gun and a section from "C" Coy
: endeavoured to locate him in the failing light.

At 1745 hrs the enemy appeared to be preparing a counter attack
against "B" Coy from a ridge on the WEST of their position. Heavy MG
fire opened up but the attack was broken up.

A patrol was seen agaln at 1900 hrs and another attack appeared to
be developing. A platoon from "C" Coy was moved round to assist but
finally routed out the snipers - about ten in number who escaped in the
half light. At 1830 hrs the 2/5 Bn were observed moving iIn single file
down the SOUTH bank of the WADI, the HQ Coy passing through "BW Coy area
at 2200 hrs that night and advising they were golng on to the forward
I'ing.

- The Liaison Sgt arrived from 2/5 Bn at 2015 hrs and advised the unit
was moving forward to its objective.,

"A" Coy sent patrols along enemy 'phone wire to feature SOUTH of
. Pt 569 but failed to locate any enemy or O0.P.

3 Not knowing the exact positions of 2/5 Bn it was decided to remain
. ¥ 1in the exlsting positions untlil daylight.

. e MG Platoon opened fire at DARAYA at 1800 hrs. Target appeared to

| be feature 560. At 0600 hrs heavy fire was heard to come from DARAYA

and feature 560, and the enemy appeared to be attackedg The 3" mortar
was heard firing.

Whilst on KHEURBET EL BTIAR feature the enemy gun pesitions could baé
.\ . seen through the EASTERN end of WADI DAQOUN and a request was made for
< an F.0.0. to be sent forward as our guns were shelling the wrong area
(end at 1500 hrs shelled "C" and "D" Coys as they reached thelr objectives).

% The enemy heavily shelled EL BOUM during the day, disﬁrganizing the

. . Unit supply line. The R.A.P. Sgt was killed and one stretcher bearer was

R L I F ot iy e ;1 Y fin san sk o (5 il Yo G
1

e Dok W TS . W Tt AT id = Bwm Iadss il sl canai ot il
? ;-;E"r The ﬁnﬁimadiateﬁpﬁp ved on with "B"™ Coy on the I'fght, "C" on the
¥ ° ¥t, and "A" in rear.~ "D" Coy remained covering the right flank in rear
astride the WADI and GARGATE feature. |

The Bde Liaison Officer moved off to try and locate 2/5 Bn HQ.
—t "C" Coy arrived on their objective and dispersed the Platoons with

two forward and one in reserve, which in effect lined a deep wadi NORTH
of EN NAAME and hospltal.

89 "B" Coy endeavoured to hold their front but as it had a number of
- pidges and was approx 1000 yds the mortar on moving up was attached to
that coy.

"E" Coy were ordered to send a sectlion patrol to "BARE FEATURE",
actually Pt 569. Whilst "A" Coy were ordered to send a standing patrol
on the "WOODED PIMPLE" to the SOUTH of 1it.

CO then on advice of Liaison Sgt 2/3 Bn found CO 2/5 Bn andBde

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO25751



Os -
The dispositions of 2/5 Bn were obtained.

% N

t‘ﬁaw MG fire then opened up from BARE FEATURE and "B" Coy was
held«up, one man being wounded.

"A" Coy was then ordered to attack BARE FEATURE with a line of
appruaﬁh back to KHEURBET EL BIAR and under cover of timber to "WOODED
PIMPLE" .

Owing to fatigue of the men, which was increased due to necessity
of using rocks for movement to avoild MG fire, the OC rested the men
halfway up the feature and dumped thelr packs, then moved to the summit
where they rested again; the actual) attack did not develop until 1430
hrs.

A signal to Bde was sent glving the exact position of the 105 mm
Bty at BAOURQCHE but requesting it should not be shelled until after our
attack.

The attack was successful but once again a sniper remained care-
fully concealed until dark and continued to annoy the personnel in
viclnity of Pt. 353 - although "A" Coy dislodged one sniper from a tree.

"A" Coy was placed in a difficult position; the enemy Bty was only
000 yds distent and was in a position tc use open sights, but the LMGs
were lalid on the Bty and any movement before dark towards the guns dis-
couraged. Fifteen men from "B" Coy were placed under command of "A"
Coy po assist In consolidation and to repel any counter attack.

Owing to the enemy re-occupying feature 560, supply trains were
disorganlsed before arriving at DARAYA, but the wireless and one mule
with ammunlition managed to reach that point.

"D" Coy by superhuman efforts manhandled some S.A.A. forward and
two boxes reached "A" Coy just prior to the attack. As the wireless
was ordered forward,. two men of the ploneer platoon strapped it on their
shoulders, and struggled over the Wadl DAQOUN wihout damaging it, giving
a wonderful demonstration of physical endurance.

"B" Coy captured six prisoners and a water party took another twelve
~ artillerymen into custody who were wandering in from the hills,

During the night "A" Coy attacked the arty position at BARGUAROCHE
af ter some preparation from the LMGs, but found the crews were withdrawing
and had had time to run four of the guns back. Five guns were captured.

During the day L/Cpl Hickson of "I" Section endeavoured to locate 14
Bn area in vicinity of DAMOUR, as it was thought protection would be required
on EL BATADIYE feature should the enemy withdraw in force from DAMOUR.
Hickson reported one man of 14 Bn lying dead in vicinity of 1255 1955; the
enemy still occupled DAMOUR, and a patrol tried to capture him but he
escaped, a platoon of 14 Bn covering him with LMG fire.

A platoon of "D" Coy was then moved to Pt. 335, Latear Bde put "C"
Coy of 2/5 Bn under command to be disposed in that area. The coy moved
in at 2000 hrs.

Permission was asked to move "D" Coy up to occupy "WOORED PIMPLE" in
order to support "A" Coy and allow the fifteen men to return to "B" Coy
as the lat§er Coy was holding its front with only eighteen men,

. At midday on 9 Jul "D" Coy was relieved by 14 Bn and moved to
"WOODED PIMPLE". "A" Coy sent in three prisoners,

The MGs were ordered forward and found a route through DAMNOUR,
arriving at 1800 hrs.
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_5* ﬁﬁﬁ Section was sent to "A" Coy and one to "B" Coy, but as the
- mule¢s were unable to continue due to lameness = slight delay occurred.

&;"It 1s considerdd that the MGs were responsible for holding the
rear line at DARAYA and smashing the enemy attack. The prisoners of

war- spoke in awe of the effective fire on their unit, 1/6 Regt. Foreign
Legion.,

The enemy ranged on WESTERN end of BATADIYE and EL FATIHA with .
alr-burst shrapnel.

The men had been without rations all day as a mule train which
left EL BOUM at 2200 hrs on 8 Jul failed to appear, but M.T. brought
up dry rations and a hot meal at 1700 hrs. Owing to the mules being
exhausted and lame only three coys and MG Platoon received the benefit |
of the hot meal.
G dools~
At 1400 hrs Bde issued a warning order for "B" Coy to move to
area 1282 2032, to cover the right flank of 2/5 Bn, who were moving

forward. The 0.C. left on his recce at 1530 hrs but owing to nature
' of country did not return until 2200 hrs.

&y
-_——

Patrols were sent out to cover position during the night and the
. coy moved out at daylight on 10 Jul, the MG section beimg withdrawn and
' placed under command of "C" Coy. Another 3" mortar arrived and was
placed under command of "D" Coy.

" Coy came under heavy shelling and Mortar fire that evening
but sufferred only two casualties. The 3" lMortar knocked out two enemy
MG posts with direct hits.

S oL Coy 2/5 Bn rejoined its own unit and FOO from 10 Arty reported

ItM-point 569, On morning of 11 Jul Bde ordered "D" Coy to objective
1305 2045 and "A" Coy to 1298 2029, .

During the ﬁfternoun six flgures were seen to move on the feature
130203, Af'ter the Coys passed AIN DRAFFIL they were not seen again
until "D" Coy Lucas Lamp opened up at 1800 hrs from 1297 2034.

MG flre had been heard in the WADIS during the aftdrnoon. "D" Coy
reported "A" Coy on objective and enemy approximately one Bn with heavy
\ MG 600 yds to thelr right front and on feature 130203. "D" Coy had
contacted "B" Coy and were remalning in existing position.

The light was falling quickly due mainly to mountain mist bgt 10
, ‘ Bty registered imre diately on enemy feature and laid out on a D.F. task,
| to be fired on a white Verey light from either "A" or "D" Coy.

| During the night the enemy shelled "A" and "D" Coy areas very
- heavily but the men obtained cover on the reverse gslopea of their

features. At 2200 hrs a message was flashed forward to Coys ordering
them to cease fire at 0001l hrs 12 Jul 41.

It took until 2345 hrs to repeat to "D" Coy and "B" Coy did not

recelve it until 0030 hrs. If sent by runner it would have taken at
least four hours.

Upon review 1t 1s considerdd the small number of casualtiew is Aua
Lo a mumber of factorss-

/ (1) The personnel taking part in the battle are all trained men
and make the best possible use of cover;

(11) The French MG were sited in high positions in the hills and
they falled to appreciate the full effect of plunging fire;
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eee="(111) Although the French MG withheld their fire until sufficient
- i;ﬁg | men were concentrated in the area to present a good target,
. their opening fire went high and our troops limmedlately
& advanced towards the MG so that the French rarely dropped
quickly enough to catch them.

The campaign has brought out some amazing feats of endurance and
determination in the men. Two men, although exhausted, were seen to

struggle on until they collapsed and then did not have the strength to
rise for over half an hour.

Water presented a problem but the unit was fortunate In that
every waterhole shown on the map except Pt.569 contained drinkable

water a a pipe line carrying water to DAMOUR which was found broken
in WADI DAQOUN provided the necesszary water in the WADI areas.

The remaining men are hard and fit for any man who was at all

sof't dropped out early in the advance. The men themselves say they
found it more strenuous than either Libya or Greece.

The Unlit appreciates the assistance of 1% Aust Inf Bde HGQ and
the information which was pushed forward desplite the difficulties of
communication and the nature of the country.

Major.

Admin Comd 2/3 Aust Inf Bn.
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W“‘ | AUSTRALTAN INPERIAI FORCE

GOPY NO.,
\ = gﬁcBET
| - JUL 41
e
A 17 AUST INF BDE INTELLIGENCE SUNNARY No.l.
| Based _on_information up to 1500 hours.
OWN _OPS 17 Bde, consisting of 2/3 and 2/5 Bns, reached R. DANOUR at

12531953 after a difficult night march over extremely rough country and
along tracks permitting single file only.

Tps formed up on 8.T. 12631967 - 12661970 according to plan but
later than anticipated. The left flank was shelled during this period.

The axis of advance gave defilated protection to right Bn but
left Bn was subjected to shell fire on F.U.PF. during the advance to WADIT
NAHR DEQUON,

Left Bn encountered strongly held enemy defended localities
between Pts 212-210 and a less strongly held loeality on Spur FOUR-A-CHAUX.
Both were engaged with slight casualties to us. Right Bn escaped enemy
opposition, |

Sub-units of 2/14 and 2/27 Bns were engaging the enemy in
WADI NAHR DEQUON which held our advance until the situation was cleared.

At approx 1900 hrs the advance continued. 2/3 Bn occupied
Pts 442 and 569 and, at this stage, were counter-attaclked which held up
their advance until counter-attack was defeated. 2/5 Bn moved to their
Lbjectives and, after crossing the WADI, encountered 1.M.G. localities

. which were mopped up quickly. The left Coy encountered strong resistance
wHi%h was contested most vigorously by both sides. A strong fighting
detachment were sent to their aid. The ground was held and it is
believed that 4 enemy guns and 3 gunners were captured. 2/5 Bn gained
their objectives by 2400 hrs and established control of the Coast Road
on their left, Their line included BEIN NMAR JARJOS - EN NAMME - RD Block.

2/3 Bn continued its advance after daylight & JUL.

- At 1130 hrs 1 Coy 2/5 Bn attacked N. edge of DANOUR from
direction of EN NAME under cover of mortar fire. They occupied NORTHERN
portion with Coy H.Q. at 12451999,

Great difficulties were experienced with communications which
were maintained by the use of wireless, cable or visual. A Bde 0.P. was
established on Pt. 394 in sq. 125195, which gave a complete view of fwd
areas, and was the means of a regular flow of accurate information.

ENEVY AIR ACTIVITY, At 1400 hrs, 2 twin engined bombers with fighter
escort flew over area 122193 and at 1416 hrs bombed aresa 12671974,

ENENMY SHELLING, During 7/8 JUL, most shelling came from Areas ABEY )

CALE and KAFR MATTA. C |
Enemy 81 mm mortar was very effective, rarticularly with =

1t's long range. :

Distribution, ' _
2/5 Bn  Copy No.d. | 4 Y BN B
2/3 Bn i A dlide sk A
H.Qe¢ 7 AUST DIV 3 » . | o 2
FILE &s -

War Diary 5464,9 | BYM | 17 AUST [Lie=TDE

H,Q. 6 AUST DIV 7 | |

Bde Comd . & 1
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hrs on th T 74 Bn mum.sd its advance
DAL OT unable to get the guns of M. M.G. Tl acress.C.0.
red defensive positions, on DARAYA Ridge., At aboul
; k- n:n attacked by strong enemy forces advaneing from the d:lmt-
B.TT&. The enemy force was destroyed by N.C., fire,sup by 1
2: thiahmuldmthmmcsuMlsrpswumu.{'mc.ﬁzﬁm
lm th:ll action as mest vigorous and determined on the part of our NG's,
- In order to protect the fwd advance of Bn from WADI DL:.OUH to their
objective, the C.0, deta a Coy to hold 562 on the right flank, vhile tak.
; ing up rosition the Tps located an eneny 105 mm bty near BAOUAROCHE. A raiding
was organised to capture the guns which moved fwd under cover of dark-
ness. The position was surrounded aaﬂ five guns were captured. The eountry
over rhiah the party romﬁod is extremely rough and precipitous. Able leade)
-ship and dir:l roduced one of the brightest episodes in the battle,
c.o.z/smszfmud mhmmmmtr
ocking main DANOUR=BEYRUTH Rd in area appro:
124 017 were attnem at lwm 15’00 hrs & JUL by AF.V's, strongly supporte
am! ¥.G's, This force grea utnumbered the Coy 2/5 Bn. At one stag
the ccy was ordered to 'i.{bdut to a nore secure -osn from which
ﬂuf .mﬂd still e enenmy and control the wadi.
The attack was finally broken when our Tps contacted our artillery who
ﬁ down mmt congen tinn:&' I{n % w that t::i.thr AJF . V's, m“{'
«T. WETE A escape Northwards, some rade r esecape along |
beach which the was unable to contrel. |
The town of mr-nhrmm9mm2canormrzm-rm
Arty & Cav moved for-l'd towerds EARACOL-EALDE., 2/95 Bn relieved 2/2 Pianur
R e o oo O o 0 2:2;1..;“ et Tine wile
: pmns m Tep enemy &8 wi
wo-w 126&2&1: 040 - nl - 12632018,
Approx 100 shells fell in area 02 throughout the 9/10 :rm:... "B" Coy
area was subjected to intersittent shelling from 0500 hﬂ 10 JUL and bombs
were in area at 1115 hrs, ¥ _
Lt_l bkrs 10 JUL Bn continued adwmance which was temporarily checked
ub vy mortar fire ky and M.M.G's in vicinity of grid
the sasistance of SRR L ot v e ;;"
pro and were engag
"S‘tnl'n"& continued along line of Rd to rd bloek at
.J !Bn"i.ll‘ m reserve in rear.
b 6 Aust Cav lesding advance was heavily shelled from
rt. .Tm“nmmlﬁummmerrpnlnntm
m_

After reaching rd block "B" Coy was heavily engaged; npu Coy ﬂﬁsm‘K

tnlntttouﬂutammq.cﬁxaf 3n - 2 Tps of French tanks and 4 V
~ carriers sent tc meinforce Bn moving én right to protect flank. .
pﬂlmm th E.G. fire. 'B" Coy .
some houses and the o

uhmzrﬂ tion from which the-

S S e of T30 3ie O the Loophol . I W n"'“ pe
at a range Qe s ca rr to ce
and the position was eased. -
A liu was estzblished running from RA bloek 12662063 to 12802030,
thence to Fesrital,
Pron this point 2/3 Bn cover ri@t flank down to Hill 569,
i ' ' 4 : I:-' i
g co ry ¥o,l. Brig Intelligence r’ffim, |
? pg HoJ2. 7 AUST INF BD&-..
7 AUST DIV 3.5
?110 63 ;
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H* L. 32 | 1 | BOPY 1.
T ~ | 14 JUL 41.

\

UST INF BDE INTELLIGENCE SUIL

" Based on information up to 1200 houts 14 JUL.
GROUND OPS. | i

Cur Tps have stbod fast on pméitians occupied as at 0001 hrs 12 JUL
with small patrols in front of F.D.L's.

ENEMY ACTIVITY,

DIV arranged that the enemy enwoys were to be met at our F.D.L's

‘blindfolded and brought through our lines by us. Col EING 2/5 -Bn

was to meet them at block, carry out these arrangements and bring

envoys back, meet Brigade Commander and proceed to 7 Aust Div H.Q.
~ Unfortunately another plan was conceived, not conveyed to us, and
-+ envoys came through Rd block at 0820 hrs 12 JUL at great speed and
..could not be stopped by us.

They returned through block at 0130 hrs 13 JUL with British Officer.

- 2/3 Bn reported (T.0.0. 1930 hrs 12 JUL) considerable enemy activity
fwd "D" AND "AM™ Coys. "A" Coy estimated strength of enemy as one
battalion strongly supported by HOTCHKISS M.G.'s The civilian
layor of & RAMON stated that there were 30C enemy tps in this area,
At 2020 hrs 12 JUL 2/9 Bn rerorted that French Officer came fwd to
road block under flag of truce and requested permission to lay line
to our outpost to link up with a line on our side so that General
DEITZ could keep in touch with his envoys. g
As the officer had no papers and no notification of this.had been"
received by us, permission was refused,. At 1250 hrs 1 Aust Copps

Sig Officer was reported by 2/5 Bn to have laid a line up to road
block and had linked up with French line. ' Brigade Commander ordered
I¥fes~to~be unlinked and not to be linked until orders were received
through us to do so. H.Q. 7 Aust Div knew nothing of “the proposal an
when 1 Aust Corps were contacted, we were informed that a misunder-
standing had occurred and that we were to give ewery assistance but
lines were NOT to be linked until we received the order to do so from

th N e ‘;_-—**..—- -
e : s e hﬁ
b4 hrs 13 JUL 2/5 reported much movement by.Erenehu$;§§iﬂﬁ: |

fronteof@lE" Coy., At 1200 hrs 13 JUL 2/3 Bn reported that- a mule

atp g Aapprox 60 mules commenced to move with ememy tps WN.E. from
hill 13052035. The movement of much M.T. could be heard in the hills
during the morning. 2/3 Bn reported (T.0.0. 1653 13 JUL) that |
approx 400 enemy tps and 50 mules evacuated posn 12842045 moving in
the direction wireless station 12712075. There appeared to be 15
covered trucks like tp carriers around the wireless station. At
approx 1800 hrs 13 JUL a French major accompanied by two adjutants
approached our outpost posn near the wa#x road block and requested
permission to remove and disarm their mines in the vicinity to prev-
eny them bedhgsad@ancer to us. The. necessary permission was given

nifles were removed, disarmed and stacked about 250 yds from

This morning 14 JUL at 0650 hrs a French naval petty officer and a
eivyilian anproached our outpost nea-r the Rd block expressing the
@@sire to join the Free French forces. The P.0. wps taken.into -

protective custody and the civilian returned to whence he*cdfffe. At

0905 hrs French envoy party conducted by Lt-Col ONSLOW passed through

rd block-moving S8outh. They reported that natives were wecking plant

at wireless mast. A patrol from 2/5 Bn was sent out at 0925 hrs
% wunder flag of truce to protect the wireless installations andf the
" area in its near vie-inity. |

P.O.W's. 13 JUL. A C.8.l, from 2/3 Bn returned after Being P.OW,
‘ RIPOLT and _brotight news of three other P.0.W's still in French

" ha®d. SUTHERLAND and RITCHIE from FUGH cunper from the crew

ﬂf a crashed BLENHEILN bomber. |
.fﬁ\_1 ﬁi“'--'z; M. Aseper.list, LieutyBsl,0. -
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