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. ADDRESS BY BRIG W J V WINDEYER, CBE, DSO, ED

on the occasion of

A SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING FOR VICTORY

KUALA BELAIT 21 AUG k5

We have come here to give thanks for victory. It is a time of
gladness and thankfulness and of rest and relief after long years and
many anxious days -- and for us all it is a time of high hopes for the
future.

For all that viectory means to each of us,every man in his own
way will fecl grateful to his God. For we xnow that the war was not
won by material things alone, by bombs and guns and bulldozers.
Viectory was won by unselfishness and sacrifice, by the endurance and
unshaken faith of a people through times when defeat seemed coming, by
the courage and steadiness of men in battle, by their confidence and
determination to go forward and to conquer =- and all these are
gqualities given of God.

We have had grea fpxpﬂriannas in the past five years. Memories
go back % the time whe 1pst assembled in camp - men in civilian
clothes carrying suitcases and parcels all sarnest and eager, with
1ittle idea of what lay before them - to the farewells when we left
home = to the Middle Eagt - Palestine - weary and dangerous months

in Tobruck -~ Syria - the rush to the desert = members of a proud team
whoen the Jth Army was threatened outside Alexandria ~ then our own
proud place with that Army in one of the great battles of history

when along the front tanks were numbered by their hundreds and men by
tens of thousands - to New Guinea ~ Lae - Mnschhafen = Sio ~ wet and

gloomy jungle - hard ratilons, bombing on Scarlet Beach - long and weary
NMoYeres.

Then to Borneo.
find suddenly it is all over.

And with our thankfulness one memory COmes to the front for us
all ~ of those many men who shared with us good times and bad times -
but who are no longer here to share with us joy in the viectory which
they helped to win, For them and their loved ones there will not be
the happiness of homecoming.

I shall later ask you to be still and silent for a moment in
remembrance - thinking the same thoughts which we had when we prayed
in the cemetery in Tobruch in 1941, when we gathered for church parade
on the saltmarshes near the sea aftor Alamein, when the last poat was
sounded on the grest parade at Gaza, when we assembled at the dedication
of the cemetery at Finschhafen.

Many of these men were very dear to us and we know that they
would have lived good lives in our land. The nation is the poorer
by their pasaing. But it can yet be the richer if we remember.

The real quality of a people is shown not only by their
resolution in the times of danger ~ but also by their conduct in the

hour of viectory. VWhen we are in our homes knowing that those homes,
once threatened, are now securc,let us gtill remember. ﬁbVE;EL7
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IT is the simple things we have respected in our friends in
the Army ~ speaking truth, faking a fair shire of the work, cheepw
fulness, doing a good Job and being weady to help the other man do
his job, not letting the . show down:, A

Those are the things which have Zept whole units together -~
and made victory possible. They have been greator than many
differences of rank and of opinion and of feeling. In our differcab
interests and different tasks in civil Life we may remember that
those things were . good.

The enemy has been beaten. We know our cause was worthy.
Wo render our thanks to God.

—— S W O e S

The parade will stand silent in memory of fallen comrades =--—-w-
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termine correctly the cost which the AwF has to
labowr COs of units which have civilians

fully re-examine the committments to ensure that all
ivilians are engaged for military purposes.

2e (a) Although all labour is actually hired TS4g
have to be signed for &ltaphMWt EES&

(b) It is therefore important that the cost of labour really
required for civil pumposes is not borne by the A¥F.

(a’ For example while interpreters needed and regular
loyed on full time thtyrurtm:ltsmhotpreplgr
tary dnrzz an interpreter smployed to assist
AMF personnel who are directing native labour on
giimily r:zﬂ work (e.g M‘}mﬁ restoration,
vilian -htn-q: would not be a T

(b) Other examples are electricians and similar technicians
nﬂ::e“ mloyu-d 1-:31:;5 RA!E';I. These are not
CETS o & prop y ¢ g2« They maybe so in
m:i; circumstances. But drd:.narily tl:rﬁ :f the
ovides enough tradesmen to ¢ with its
military work. e —

4 Units with civilian labour employed whether skiiled or
urn shew what duties each
employee who was included in the last weeks sche is antu:.'l;y

perfarming and where.

Se It aprears in same cases that civilians who were origci
employed to meet =2 military need are being still charged toifm
although their services are no longer required.

be (a) Road maintenance is in most places now a ecivilian
rather than a military charge except where it becomes
necessary mainly foar the benefit of the army.

(») Labour employed on the constructionof new roads roqu- ired
for military purposes is properly an army charge,

Ll

8¥20 Ayst Inf Bde

<
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SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING FOR VICTORY

SPORTS GROUND ~ K BELAIT -~ 0Q30HRS 19 AUG L5

ORDER OF SERVICE {

Natilonal Anthem (sung by parade first verse onlys.  Offrs will
NOT salutes, )

2o Prayoer 6f Thanksgiving Tollowed by Lord?!s Prayer in unison.

2 o Pualm 103 (selected verses)

l’*"*’. Addross . - Bde Comd

5 Prayer of Remembrénceo

6o Lagt Post and Reveille +Qffwg.-salute,parade stands ta atdemtion] B
To | uee By No % « "A1l peorle that on-esrth dg dweld'. "

8e. Bonediction '

9e March Paat
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SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING FOR VICTORY

e o ]

SPORTS GROUND - K BELAIT - 0930HRS 19 AUG L5

ORDER OF SERVIC:

o3

Le National Anthem (sung by parade first verse only. . frs will
NOT salutes )

2.. Prayer of Thanksgliving followed by Lord's Prayer in unison.

5_“ Psalm 103 (aelected verses)
-l - Addrogs «  Bde Comd

5.  Prayer of ROWG

65. Last Post and Roveille {Qffns salute,parade stands ta atdemtion) =

TR e

; R . o —
e i S

s ! | A EeRE
Te Hymn No % = U411 poople that on-adwth dp dwelll —
g T—— H#:hn- :.-fc 1 ' . - . = Ay :

g, March Past
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PRELINMINALRY,

PLANNING, ?

LTHE Pl:i,

EMBARKATION ALND LPPiOLCH,
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CUBSEQUENT COPLELATIONG.
CO-QPERATION WITH OTHER SEIVICES AND ARlG.
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TACIICS.
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” PLANNING,

ALMINISTHATION, - |

i
APPENDIX "A" - ~GOMPOSITION OF BN LANDING THAM.

APPENDIX "B" - ALLOTMENT OF FORCE 10 CR.FY.

APPENDIX "C" - LANDING DIAGHAM,

LPPENDIX "D" = PLiN FOR ACIION AFIER LANVING.

APPENDIX "E' - ENLAKGEMENT CLOWING DEVELOPMENT OF OPERATIONS.
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2/15 AUST INF BN SECRET

REPORT ON OP OBOE SIX
2/15 Aust Inf Bn

30 Jul 45
Ref's

ERELIMINARY

le Towards the end of Apr 45 2/15 Aust Inf Bn left RAVENSHOE on the
firet stage of its Jjourney to MOROTAI and eventually to BRUNEI
BAYs The bn had been on the ATHERTON tableland for almost exaetly
a year, having disembarked after ops in NG early in Mar 44,

2e During the year major changes had occurred in the consgtitution of
the unit, the most significant of which was the absorption of
between 300 and 400 reinfts from the disbanded 62 Aust Inf Bn.
These men = young, keen, well trained and all Queenglandersg =
proved ideal reinfts and were quickly assimilated.

3 Officer changes were many, - new offrs being taken on strength
up to May 45. The bn in the period under reference lost two fd
offrs (Maj's STRANGE and SUTHERS) and 17 others, in addition to
those seconded to trg establishments,

4, lany new NCOg were also. posted to the unit and the prospects of
promotion for old soldiers became progressively more remote.

5« In these circumstances it was a new and to a large degree an
untried bn that sailed in Apr 45, However the long trg period
had enabled adm systems to be overhauled, new offrs and NC0s
to be trained on TEWTs, and #e# all ranks to get to know the
unit and each other, Esprit de corpe was as high as it had been
at any stage of the bn's history.

FLATNING

6+« A bn planning team (CO, Adjt, I0, int epl, clerk, batman) left
AUSTRALIA a fortnight before the remainder of the unit and
digembarked at MOROTAI on 20 Apr, Owing to the neceseity of

clearing camp sites and setting up a plamning area plamning did
not begin until 25 Apr.

7« Between 25 Apr and 10 May planning on the bde and bn levels
proceeded. It was a harassing and trying period for bn plamming
teams as well as for fthose above thems In this respect conditions
differed markedly from those during the planning of the LAE ops.
At MILNE BAY unit comds were in touch with the comds of APDs and
other vessels that were to carry their tps from a fairly early

- abage and difficulties were surmounted as they were met., At
MOROTAI owing to the semi-centralised nature of the planning
bngs had no access to naval reps and naval decisions that affected
bn plans were made without reference to the units concerned.
lioreover, these decisions were not always guickly commnicated,
whieh meant that a good many inf plans had to be unmade or
amended, making for overwork and lost time,

8¢ Plamning within the bn, by contrast, worked with the utmost
smoothness. This planning did not begin until 14 May, when
the bn had arrived in MOROTAI, and by that date practically
all matters affecting the bn plan had been settled firmly, so
that sub=units were spared the vicissitudes that inevitably
occur at the beginning of a planning period.

/2
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Planmning by sub-units was practically complete a week later and
the bn op order was issued on 22 May, having been dealt with in
draft previously. Within the next few days plans were completed
and issued by coys, pls, and secs and all tpe had been thoroughly
briefed with the aid of air photos, sand gnd plaster models, and
tactical discussions,

Reps of 727 Amphibian Tractor Bn were present at COg and coy

comds' conferences and every man in esech tractor crew was briefed
together with the inf who were to travel in his IVY, This constant
and direct personal liaison wae of the greatest value,

IHE PLAN

11,

12,

13.

14,

The bn's task was to land on WHITE Beh, MUARA Ig, and eapture
the island, The composition of the bn landing tesm is given
At Appx A snd the allotment to craft at Appx B.

Air photos and interpretation reports diseclosed the exisience
of numerous diggings in the WHITE Beh-RED Beh area. It was
appreciated that any resistance that might be met would be
encountered in the triangular open area between WHITE Beh,
RED Beh, and the Eastern edge of the thiek rain forest that
covers the eentre of the island.

As time went on and more photos were obtained thepe seemed good
reason to believe that these posns were not manned, but planning
proceeded on the same basis in order to provide for the worst case.

It was decided to attack with two coys fwd, which were to carry
out the first phase « the knocking out of posns on WHITE Beh arid
the eapture of RED Behe These coys were to be followed in Wave 2
by a tp of fd arty (lended to sp the ops of 2/17 Aust Inf Bn)

and a third coy. The reserve coy and glements of HQ Coy not
allotted to rifle ecoys were to constitute Wave 3. The landing
ﬁtagpm ljiﬂ shown at Appx C and the plan for action on landing

a A Ve

In addition to ite main task the bn was to be ready to detaeh

a force incl a coy with hy weapons and a tp of fd arty to move
by ILCM up the BRUNEI River and land to esteblish a gun position.
It was considered unlikely that LCMs would be available for this
op before D + 1, B Coy, the res coy in the initiasl landing,

was designated for this task.

16,

Embarkation went smoothly exeept in the pre-embarkation ares,
where clear directions as to unit areas were lacking, insuf-
ficient space was available, and co-ordination and eed control
were not as good as elsewhere,

For the approach voyage the bn gp less its LOB dets was embarked
in three LSTs. Conditions aboard these varied considersbly,
espeeially in regard to messing and water. Some veesels produced
three meals a day, others only two. Some made plenty of water
availlable, others restricted it, In all ships living eonditions
for tps were uncomfortable, most of the men being wet almost every
taz%%-ht. 'i'he steel decks of LSTs have no secuppers and are awash

er rain,

However all discomforts were endured with the utmost cheerfulness,
as is invariably the case when soldiers believe that they are
aprroaching an engagement,

LANDING

17

The arpangements for Z-Day worked without a hiteh. All tps were
in their LVTs on the tank decks of the L8Ts in ample time and

the tractors left the ships promptly when the signal to land
the landing force was made, There appeared to be some delay
in marshalling the waves and Wave 1 left the line of dﬂmma

four minutes after the itime ordered,

/%
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184 1LVTs of the leading wave were unable to keep station and the
landing was far from simultaneous. The tractors in succeeding
waves were however aligned as though on a parade ground. As
foreseen, the interval of 3 min between waves was not nearly
sufficient to enable wave 1 to clear the beach before wave 2
arrived, and for a few minutes there was a congestion that
would have been eostly had the beaeh been defended,

19, There was some wild firing as eraft aporoached the beach. Orders
were that no weapons were tc fire except the HMGs of the leading
wave, whiech were not to open until within 300 yards of shore.
The Australian and US personnel manning these weapons had been
carefully briefed and were clear ags to their tasks.

However some weapons in the right flank of Wave 2 fired and &
member of 2/8 Aust Fd Regt was killed, An inspeetion of the
tractors in wave 2 showed that their 50-cal and 30-cal weapons
had full belts and no spent cases could be found. An investie
gation by the OC arty ip was ordered, the resuit of which was
to be communicated to 2/8 Aust Fd Regt and is not known to this
unite FHowever ithe impression was gained that there had been
careless handling of the weapons of the tps embarked,

20s. As the first wave approached the beach there apreared to be
gecattered fire from the shore, a burst of white tracer (which
is not earried by LVTs) being seen., However the coy that
landed on that flank reported that there was no opposition
and no sign of enemy. :

SUBSEQUENT OPS

21. The landing complete, coys reached their objectives for phase
1l as follows:

A Coy « 1400 hrs
B Coy - 1135 hrs
C Coy « 0950 hrs
D Coy - ©957 hrs

A coy was delayed by bad : 3 1andin
beaeg. This %yas evsént% aﬁ‘?‘%‘;’r %%E‘;%ﬁ %e t%elﬁggr% -_}"-_%% _ﬂ ding

22e At 1723 hrs A coy completed phese 2 and MUARA Is was declared
clear of enemy with the reservation that small parties might
possibly be hiding in the swamp inside the thiek rain forest
in the middle of the island, which there had not been time to
search exhsustively., No resistance was encountered at any
stage and the island showed no signs of any recent occupation,

28¢ On 11 Jun at 1215 hrs B coys in aecordance with proposed plan,
was ordered to make a landing ané establish a beach-head on the
west bank of BRUNEI River (see Appx E)s At 1510 hrs B coy
landed unopposed, The beachhead was established and local patrols
pushed out without making contact,

24, At 1400 hrg A coy left WUARA Island for YELLOW BEACH (BROOKRETON)
for employment on unloading stores from craft for BMA which was
being established there,

265, 12 Jun was uneventful, B coy patrelled further up river towards
BRUNEI town without making contact, ~ Disposition of remainder of
bn remained unchanged. ;

26 On 13 Jun at 14445 hrs 2/17 bn entered BRUNEI following whiech
B ecoy was ordered into that.area.
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Sle

32

S55e

34

55
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L

The occupation of BRUNEI completed the capture of 20 Bde first
objective. With some preliminary alterationsthe following plan
was adopted for subsequent operations. |

2/13 Bn to come under comd HQ 9 Div for operations in LUTONG
area.,

2/15 Bn to attach two coys to 2/13 Bn for LUTONG operations.
Bn less two eoys probsble role =

(1; Ass®™ 2/17 Bn in adv slong rd to TUTONG
(11) Detach a forece to occupy LIMBANG,

Bn to establish a block on rd to LIMBANG via PANDAN

2/17 Bn to continue adv to TUTONG glong main rd.

J
Consequently at O715 hrs,Bn less A and B eoys and 4 pl, vhich
rnum:a ifr gecurity duties, embarked from MUARA Island for
YELLOW

At 0900 hrs A Coy embarked from YELLOW Beh for BRUNEI area. On
arrival there coy was disposed with Coy HQ and two pls on the
PANDAN track and one pl under comd 2/17 Bn in BRUNEI town area.
Bn HQ followed, arriving at 1900 hrs., B Coy had already moved
into BRUNEI area following occupation by 7 Bn. C and D ecoys
rm&unﬂl at YELLOW Bch under comd Bn 2 i/e to await further
oraers,

At 1130 hrs 15 Jun B coy, which was patrolling inland, "bagred"

_tha first Jap for the bn in this campaign.

A Coy on the track to LIMBANG pushed on towards PANDAN with
instructions to reach it as soon as possible, At 1550 hrs
fwd pl was caught in a Jap ambush and sustained the first
casualties for the campaign - two killed, one wounded. Enemy
casualties one killed. Although not known at this time

A Coy was making contact with the rear elements of the bulk

of the Jap forces from BRUNEI, which ineluded a complete bn,

367 11B, who evacuated by this route and eventually reached
the TRUSAN River,

At this stage 200 Japs were reported in LIMBANE and 2/15 Bn

was ordered to capture this area. The initiasl plan to sccom-
plish this involved dispatech of one pl to TERUMI to Hold that
posn while remainder of Bn Gp moved by tr through PANDAN,

However the state of this tr was declared bad and it appeared even
at this.stage that the job would have to be done by water.

Late on night of 15/16 Jun report was reeeived that guerillas
had captured UKONG where it was antiecipated fleeing Japs were
heading and that 400/500 Japs armed with rifles and LMGs were
now in the LIMBANG area. £/15 Bn was ordered to exploit down
the rd to LIMBANG and clegp the enemy as Tar as possible.

To effect this on Jun 16 A Coy continued adv down tr to PANDAN,
Some enemy were sighted, engaged with arty and SA fire and
withdrew. B Coy moved into area from BRUNEI to patrol to East,
Two tanks were also moved over during the afternoon but cut

up the tracks badly and ganerally, on that secount, were of
little value.

hre & pl was despatched to TERUMI as planned, arrived
ﬂ m hrs on 17 Jun and established posns on TERUNI Teature.

o opposition was encountered and patrode were sent out towards
LIMBANG, Reports of enemy but no contact.

LR

‘e
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574

584

39

41,

42

43
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At 0900 hrs on 18 Jun A Coy patrols reached PANDAN and declared 7
it elear of enemy, also reported that tr in that area was impass-

““able swampe.

As it would therefore be impossible to maintain a force moving

to LIMBANG by thig route it was decided to implement the original
plan and at 1200 hrs B Coy left by 1ICM to occupy LIMBANG, At

1740 hrs a patrol from pl at TERUMI reached LINBANG without maeking
econtact and at 1915 hrs B Coy landed and occupied wharves area

unopposeds

The following day 18 Jun pl from TERUMI moved by ICH to LIMBANG
to be followed at 1800 hrs by Bn HY to hoist the British flag
after almost four years of Jap oecupation, A few siek Japs
sbandoned by the main body were found, others were killed by
the natives but no large bodies of Japs were encountered in the
area, During the day B Coy patrolled South along tracks from
LIMBANG but made no contact,

At 0730 hrs on 19 Jun A det embarked with 2/13 Bn for LUTONG
operation, Their role was purely supporte. In the event of
their being required to land they were to take over the beach-
head from 2/13 bn otherwise they would remain water-borne and
be returned immediately released, to BRUNEI. The latter course

eventuated,

Oon 20 Jun local patrolling continued in the LIMBANG area and a
river patrol was sent out to UKONG to investigate a report
received by Chinese messenger of Australian FW being in that

. area, whieh on investigation proved to have no foundatione.

Reports continued to come in from native sources of Jap mov in large
bodies on what later proved to be the evacuation Bboute South from
MENGATAI through KUBONG, but no contact was made by our patrols

to the south.

Oon 21 Jun a patrol along tr North from LIMBANG made contact with

a party of 5 Japs, killing two. At 1230 hrs A Coy was lifted by

1CM from PANDAN to teke up defensive posn to the North of LIMBANG
while B Coy was disposed astride the traek running South,

Having gained the immediate objective it was decided to establish
Bn in this sres and patrol from it as a base, Patrol boundaries
were LAWAS River from mouth to LAWAS, LIMBANG River to UKONG all
inel, Patrolling was begun on 22 Jun when patrols were sent %o
PANDARUAN River to reach KUBONG, thence return and patrol along
tr through BANGAR to BATU APOI, to MENGATAI snd slong track East
of the TERUMI Teature.

At 1230 hrs on 22 Jun A det arrived at BRUNEI having taken no
active part in the LUTONG operation, to relieve det of 2/17 bn
and become respénsible for protection and loeal patrolling in
the area.

Patrols to MENGATAI and KUBONG confirmed the fact that a large

body of Japs had evacuated from BRUNEI along the route whiech ran
through MENGATAI and KUBONG (See Appx E)s, Reports, subsequently
econfirmed, revealed that patrol to FUBONG had missed them by one day.

45, At 1615 hrs on 25 Jun coy patrol was sent out to bn Eastern boundary

(LAWAS)s This patrol reached a point 5 miles along tr to TRUSAN from
LAWAS, and examined LABU and BATU APFOI on return, obtained further
evidence of mov of large body of Japs to TRUSAN River but saw no

Eigﬁ of enemy.

At Bhis stage it was becoming clear that the enemy had evacuated from
BRUNEI generaglly in three bodies. One party, whose mov has already
been mentioned, evacuated by way of MENGATAI, KUBONG, ANGGUN, SELEPAN
River, to TRUSAN River. This route was established quite coneclusivel;
1& qur patrols to ABOT (5 Jul) KUBONG (235 Jun=9 Jul) BIANG=ANGGUN

) SELEPAN River (21,22 Jul). Contact was lost with this foree
in the PANDAN area, With the exception of a few sick it is considere:
this force were all elear of the PANDARUAN River by 23 Jun and
eventually reached the TRUSAN area comparatively intact. /6
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The other/enemy parties compriged 366 IIB who, with a few

miscellaneous personnel, were left to fight what rear guard
action there was in BRUNEI aresa.

Une party comprised 3 Coy 366 IIB which withdrew from BROOKETON
to JERUDONG hills, thence South through SENKURONG along the
line of the TUTONG Rd to approx area of KIUDANG before being
diverted East to the LIMBANG River.

366 IIB less 3 coy left BRUNEI across the BRUNEI River to
BERAMBANG, LIMPAKU, RANGAU thence into LIMBANG ares.

It was with the annihiletion of these two bodies that future
patrols by 2/15 Bn were concerned. Meanwhile A Det patrols
mopped up stragglers in the BRUNEI area.

First contact with 3 coy was made by patrol from 58 Bty 2/8
Fd Regty, which was under comd A det eemé& for patrol work

in the area South of SENKURONG. An engagement took place as
a result of which own casualties were one killed, two wounded,
one of whom later died of wounds -~ enemy one killed. 2/15 Bn
patrol came to assistance of this patrol but except for sniper
enemy had withdrawn. The mov of this body was traced to
TERABANG area where they were engaged by arty with 2/15 bn
patrol 2 Jul, then to KIUDANG where they were sought unsue=
cessfully by D coy patrol on 5 Jul, From here they withdrew
to LIMBANG river where they were identified on 12 Jul thus
coming into territory operated by guerilla forees who from
nunmbers subsequently claimed have accounted for this force.

On 5 Jul it was decided to move D Yoy into the ABANG Rd june
area which gp to this tdme had served as a patrol base for
one of D coy plse From this area after 5 Jul 0 coy patrols
reached -as far South as RAMBAI on TUTONG River but no contact
with enemy was made. :

Following move of D coy, C coy took over area vacated by D
coy in BRUNEI area.

First move to make contact with enemy party reported moving
East to RANGAU was made by a D coy patrol on 23 Jul to
BERAMBANG Island who killed two Japs and established the
fact that the main body had already moved on to LIMPAKU,

Acting on & report received from a Jap offieer, who left this
force on LIMFAEKU, and surrendered to our tps at LIMBANG, that
the majority of the force there would surrender if given the
opportunity a patrol in ILCM was ordered to LIMPAKU on 29 Jun.
Two PW who had previously been put on to island to orgsnise
this surrender were taken off again by patrol. They reported
that remainder of force had evacuated.

On 3 Jul following a further report that there were gtill
Japs on LIMPAKU, C coy landed on the island and aecounted for
20 Japs counted dead before returning the following day.

Thoge who had escaped from LIMPAKU were reported on 1 Jul to
have crossed the RANGAU River headed South towards LIMBANG, *
Our patrols to investigate this report found sufficient evidenee
to eonfirm this mov, For the next week small parties of Japs
ranging in number from one to five were contacted and killed

by our patrols. No contact with any large party eas made till

7 Jul when a patrol from A coy took by surprise a party of
arprox 40 enemy in a swamp on the west bank of the PANDARUAN
River East of LIMBANG, A total of 29 enemy dead were ultimately
counted as a result of this encounter. A party of 8/11 escaped
South along tr towards KUBONG, th¥ought to have included Maj
SATO 366 IIB comd. Although no definite evidence eould be
produced there was_sufficient to assume that this party

ultimately were killed by guerilla foreces or natives in the
BERAWAN area, :

/7

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1025867



- P

53, This completed the annihilation of 366 IIB none of whom it
is considered crosned the PANDARUAN River. Patrolliing con-
tinued, mopping up any stragglers left in the BRUNEI and
LIMBANG areas. Natives and guerilla forees accounted for

others.
54, Total enemy casualties reported by 2/15 Bn to 29 Jul 45:-
Confirmed killed - 116

Unconfirmed killed 45
PWs 51
Wounded 12
(These totals include casualties caused by natives and
confirmed)/
Total own casualties to 29 Jul 45:-
Killed - 2
Wounded - 3

55, ~Commencing on 16 Jul disposition of Bn was re-organised. A coy
remained in LIMBANG area where they were joined by D coy from
ABANG Rd junc. B coy moved to LAWAS, C ecoy remained BRUNEI
to be respongible for security of that area and all patrolling,

56, As stated in para 10, relations with the amphtrae bn were
excellent and the fullest degree of mutual understanding was

achieved.

57. Some troubles of a minor charascter were experienced aboard
the 1STs. In one ship signals affecting tps embarked were
not passed to OC tps and it was difficult to obtain decisions
from the shir's ecaptain and executive offr. This was par-
ticularly so in rega®d to the arrangements for rehearsal in
MOROTAI harbour. However there was great willingness to assist

arid relations were cordial.

58, The neeessity for co-operation with own or allied air forces
scarcely arose during the opse An ALP att to the bn did
valuable work in supplementing wireless comns,

69, Co-operation among all arms of the AIF wes as usual exeellent,

EQUIPMENT

60, In general the eqpt available for the landing was adequate and
satisfactory. An inf bn however requires more L-phones than
the present WET gllotment of 12, At least 20 are needed. Extra
L - phones were asked for at MOROTAI but were unavailable. As
in previous campaigns the enemy helped to make good the defic-
ieney by allowing a number of his telephones to be captured.

6le The most serious shortage of any type of eqpt was the lack of
waler eraft, which became noticeable as ops proceeded. By the
middle of Jul this unit controlled apprrox 200 miles of waterways
and had dets stationed as far apart as LIMBANG, and
LAWAS, 18Ms were at times insufficient for supply and patrol
work and none were availsble for othepnfdm work or for commanderse
Vksp and RAE personnel were fully engaged in other duties and were
not available to put salvege eraft into commission,

/8
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LESSONS
Iactics

62 No new tactical lessons arose from the opse The only new develop-
ment was the use of LCMs for the earriage of patrols, and these were
not used tactically but were regarded merely as vehs to take tps to
the areas to be patrolled.

Comns

63, The lesson of the importance of comns, already well learned in
previous campaigns, weas again patent. Wireless comn at night
was exceptionslly difficult and where water obstacles delayed or
prevented line laying the bn was on many occasions out of toueh
with Bde HQ and its own sub-units during ithe hrs of darkness. -
Line is the only thoroughly reliable means of intercomn and line
MUST be leid as early as possible in spite of any difficulties.

Planning

64, Planning on the unit level would be more efficiently carried out
if there were liaison from the beginnipg between offrs of all
gservices on all grades, so that each could gain & knowledge of
the others' methods and requirements before decisions were reached.
Planning in "watertight compartments" for a combined op is unsat-
isfactory.

mbarkation

65 Experience at the Div Embarkation Area indicated that if only an
ad hoe organisation is available to staff this area the most
careful briefing and eontrol 1is required, and it is suggested
that this area should be supervised by an adm S0 of the Div staff,

66, A number of new adn problems were created by the unusual dispersion
of tps over a wide ares served by water-borne instead of land comns,
Givii-affaire—-and-ethe® Bpecial problems arose in regard to eivil
affairs and relations with the native population. Most of these were
overcome, some by improvisation., One elear lesson however was
that written orders from a distant HQ are not an adequaie subsiitute
for vigits by 808 of senior fmns, particularly those of "A"™ and
"Q" Braneches. In this regard the teaching of FSR Vol 1 is still
sound.

.'ff
W«a Ce. Lt-Col.

Comd =/45 Aust Inf Bn.

i Aug ds”
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| ; Lppx BAP
&/i5 sst Iaf Ba
feport on Uperations

Following extract from &/15 sust Inl Zn 0p order 1

For the assault lendimg /-5 &ust Inf Sa G is
constituted as Ffollowus &=

15 Fd Bty &/ sucst Fd Begt { ofter Janding
is in supgort of &£/47 ast Ini Ba Gp)
Qae £FCP.

det /6 Aust Fa Coy
det &/L sust Mecn Lgpt Coy.

- det =V sust Int Blde Slg veC .
45 Aust Iar 3o

det B Aust FS Secs |
det 34 sus™ P Bec (EE)

det /27 fust Sup lepot Fl.

One coy &/6 sust Fo Aab.
r'll'3 g ‘

deét Lk Cdo
det & &ust Beh i sec.

Air Lislzoa Pu¥iy
get 9 aust Pro Loy
| det . v st Inl bue
| det § fast v celd Ualid
one coy 7<7 smp irac dn (for aslt 1dg).
cet LBECAd
| d¢et Lirectorate Pub.ic Hel.tius
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12. It is recommended timt there be mo shsolute directions that ¢
keep down during approach to shore. when standing: ”

(a) physically less cramped and more alr antl sea siokness

(b) psyohologically less disturbing

(e) eappeases matural curiesity snd groper interest in effects of
bombarduent, mov of other oraft, nature of the slore inel reg-
ognition of objectives, and distance from beach.

RO special safety advastage (tpe can erouch im event of fire
except during very lest s before beaching when
Do down and braced to take it. - - t

gap was encountered aso

The posaibility of be landed
ed duri . -—

um-fum.rmauoulm

was made for possible enemy sction. Flexibility
intercomn arrengemsnts, with suberdinste comds
requiremsnts. Nifficultiss were

exper
in requirement of sig cable and a breek in comsunio-
Coys proceeded to maiatain the object and used orderiy

restricting searching to flank to that necessery to ensure
safe «
- w.:ﬂm."m moviag on L of ¢ having
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Japs eagountered aciually alaing at an imdividual were shot by him before

they counld fire.

mmz :E

e . T
e,

3
g

t be detalled
palr of bine

S
mu
' -
433
i
3

a3
follows that
ng ve

.
muu lb

m mmm

Bov of scout veh between observation

28.

glasses

i2iCa on sandba

W¥eoapors in all vehs mus

allowing time for cbservation with

cover further adv.
Bot Lfixed.

bush.

ET drivers skould be trained in solect!

28.

ng Yest cover for wehs whea

Heed for close lisison with

approaching observation poiat.

arty to ensure continual arty sp with-

:
pe!
:
;
;
3
:
=
=
:
:
:

out delsying columm.
30.

A TCF must be established

ion when tps are deployed in a defessive locality.

ordication of tpt mov.
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S58. LSY FANINBIA good. Belng HHAS 8hip lieison was easier.
99. ESD co-oporation mot up to standards previously obtained.

SFCF was of great wvalue and did effective shoots
: tasks. GClear m :& acs of fire, cass-
operation excellent. y- b

4l. Alr: Nost succeseful when lements
direct tireo ASP attaghed. gy

- P - to be great limitation in ability l.:t
the area es the target required to

:nuﬂﬂanﬁMIﬁu
target ares sp was of great wvelue. . - —

42. RAA: Provided all ap requested and proferred useful = tions
1n 10 att should be as " 0
muhﬁﬂimh“ommm?wuh P -

4. RAS: Nost satisfectory sp and co-operation in ell regards,

44. Unit eqpt generally satlafec « USual difficultiss over
o GEglP SO ET 323 vater erart (inad Sutbocd otors). Gonsiderabte.
most useful in the LABI P - . —
and

could contact sireraft

area.
45, eqpt on a reduced scale was used uced
the op. lHot dioner breakfast were m‘:!:o"d tl'nh:r‘;:n”
mnml. _htbm.h-hrahm burners used exten-

1\'&
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(1) SCRr 556. 4 great many required replacement.

worked very well and are a constant req

{(41) 108 set: Over

prevaliling in the adv these sets

Mum@tmun“"ﬂuht-

proved

set.

48. Subject of attempted and sugcessful demolitions 1s left to RAE report.

Generally cnemy showed extraordinsry lack of initiastive.
S8iGRAL

3 mn_mum

Lt~Col

Gomd 8/17 Aust Inf Ba

i

i

L M
i i

iy

liit
N1

“
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s | SRS SE 5 e . oo STna s

P SR | B 20 Aust Inf Bde - T

| 1 ( ; / 31 Jul 45 .= = --_. o ’ gl _:; }__h- 2
& | | R e

4 Ir"?ili'. ' y 5 gt 4 % :

- o KERORT O SPERATIONE NS iReen. o N

$ & q,

1. HCV FROM TABLELANDS R, 5

- (a) Pers. Mov tables as submitted by units to HQ 9 Aust
Div were not accurate, due to daily amended figures
- not being submitted. As rolling stock at the timeiwas
) - yery limited this resulted in train space being wasted
| - . and in other cases trains being unnecessarily over-
loaded. . AlsqQ these diserepancies disrupted all other
arrangements at the point of detrainment and the
Staging Camp. g |

(b) Sgnfeé. " Bscorts were not sufficient in numbers %o
allow Gthem to carry out the tasks expected of them.

1 | | Tn alloting tonnage of stores to trains the
' cubic measurements were not fully appreciated necessitating
‘1ast minute reallotment of available rolling stock and
/ | tshut outg™ of unit stores and egpt which could have
' been avoided. - |

lore liéiSGH is_required between antraining - .
of frsy, RTC's and stationmasters and it is suggested &

| + that units appoint offrs who have had previous éxperience
| when appointing OC traing, entraining offrs efcC. .

2. ENBARKATION CAIRNS

(a) Pers. = Nominal rolls were not accurate nor were they -~
compiled as detailed in 9 Aust Div.Adm Order Noz.
Tnaccuracy and illegibility of nominal rolls” proves

that units do not appreciate the functions of Records

in the event of an accident ocecuring during the voyage.

cn arriving at the staging area; CC's of Units
snd dets appeared to consider that their responsibliities
ceased,as far as control of their tps was concerned.
This resultéd in the security set-up being disorganised,
which at such times is so importznt.

$ (b) Storss. When erating stores units failed to appreciate
the amount of handling such stores would be subjected

| to during the move resulfing in many crates being —
it A damaged befordpven reaching the ships sides This then
Wi was accentuated by the careless handlinz by wharf
| labourers, It should be appreciated that these labourers
30g handle army eqpt similar to any other, so as to avoid
damage, personal supervision should bg made of their
work by army personnel,  When put into practice at
Cairns this proved quite effective. Certain delay was ,
caused by wharf labourers in loading, malinly due to their:
refusing to work during rain though such delay was in’' |
the interests of the army as the ships holds weze -~ R
ssaled down and thus prevented stores alrsady loaded >
bec ofitiy waterlogged.” :There were no NDoecks Op Coys
employed at Cairns 'during this timewss" =

\

|| i ‘ ; I_‘._!.‘_f'. e
I'I'i"‘"l.l- '-f =

=
" - ! ] 4 - . __."j
-.\I - , __ - o , T _-_.- _ . b - st B Al ‘_:12':_"".""#__

il
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" (c) Vehs.  The staging area chosen was not suitable to
cater for the coneentration of Wehs and tesedSmmag .aﬂuﬂf?
The latter therefore had to be ¢ut down to 2 minimum
which made the security and maintenance problem of
vehs very difficult. There was not sufficient supervision
of the loading of wehs resulting if unneceassary

damage .

In some cases stores such as explosives and
acids were loaded carelessly into jeep trlrs. This
increased the danger -of fire and damage to egpt during
the voyazee.

3¢ ZMBARKATION MCROTAI

(a) Pers. When transport is limited as was the case at
Morotai, it is imperative thatdihe pre-émbarkation AA
be loez=ted much closer to the ships AA. A decided
improvement was noticed when the pre-embakkation AA
was moved to within one mile of the ships AA for the

loading of the follow up eonvoy. This allowed the

embarkation programme timings to be adhered to, and
& continuous flow of pers in and out of the ships AA
assidting greatly the contrml problem, The same applies
to wvehs, |

The staflf of the pre-embarkatiof AA was not |
sufficient to cope with the situation, and thﬁy were
constantly hampered by personnel, who contrary to instrs,
movad direct %o, the ships AA.

(b) Stores. Units did not conform with the instr which

1aid down that no'crate would exceed 601lbs. This
caused both difficulty and delay in loadinz stores.

Stores were carelessly marked and in some cases not

marked at all, resulting in delay and loss of stores

by units on the far shore.

, - Unit escorts were sufficient in number but
were not organised by the OC'sy so that portion of
them could accompany the ntGPES during all stages of
the move.

The Stores slotting area was badly loesated
and no priovision made for drv gtacking or covering of
, stores whilst in the area. Sufficient time was not
siven the offr in charge to become estsblished berfore
the arrival of stores,; which was again hampered by the
lack of transport.

The plan adopted for the handling of nnit
stores was quite good but the implerentation failed
miserably.

| . Where heavy eqpt and stores are involved
such as engr and mech egpt attention must be giyven
to the method and eqot available for unloadinz them
at the ships gide or in the ship itself. Too much
reliance was placed on fthe finger 1ift, of 'which only
ertion of the L3T's are Tittedy and the fact that
%hey'uan handle only three tﬂniDVT was completaly
overlooked.

Such heavy stores and egpt to avoid delay

in leading should be loaded on cargo ships other
. th-&rl I18T's. :
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(e¢) Vehs, Correct markings on vehs is esaential_aﬂﬂ

> fi 2

units should give more consideration to the overall

[measuremants, with particular reference to out of

guage vehicles to enable stowaze and loading te be

carried out both speedily and elfectively.

Cverlcading of wvehs caused.a lot of delay

- 4n some cases winches had to be used to haui the vehs

up the ramp to the Main Deck. Also delay was caused
thyeagh vehs hav11b chains fitted, eontrary to instrs.
Such results in loss of tr:gtlon wben traversing the

steel ramp and deckse

A good deal of delay was caused in the ships

AAy  inspecting and completing the water-proofing of

vehs. TIn some casas as much asg fifteen minutes had
to be spent on each veh. Th.ough these vehs had
been inspected and passed at the pre-embarkation

AA, where aufficient time was availalle for a thorough

ingpection,. the AZNME representative at the ships AA
demanded more work done on them. The only conclusion
to gather from this is that the policy of AEVE in
regard to waterproofing was not.definite, proved by
the number of last minute amendments, and was not
known by all AEME perseonnel. It is suhreated %
ensure uﬂnsistency snd correct watar pruﬂfing, that

a central waterproofing centre manned by a, permanent
staffbe’ establishied in the wicinity of the ships AA3
through which all vehs must pass just prior to being
loaded. This is laid dewn.but for tha move dealt with
not nut into effect+s Instead the vehs were subjectad
to three different inspections (i) unit lines (ii) pre

. embarkation AA and (iii) ships AA.

llore training of driwers and provost is required

on the.system of hand signs used for directing wvehs
on to craft. The lack of training in this caused

much delay and in some esses, damage to wvehsg and Ehipa.

This applies, in partlcular s L0 RAAF.

—

when an emb is to take place it is censidered that

closer lizison ‘be maintained betwaan.&rmy and Nsaswvy to ensure
full and up to’ the minute information of the type and
peculierities of ships available, to enable units to plan -
on & firm basis, snd so, avoid larga seale, last minute,

alterations haV1n5 to be made .
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ENGLVBER ASPECT - OBOE 6

FROM 13 June = 3 dug. 45

GENERAL

Af ter the capture of BRUNEI, the engineer works were confined to the
crossing of rivers and the maintenance of roadse Then the situation
became stable the engineer resources were turned to civilian rehabilitation
end to the formation of Maintenance Areas at BRUNEI, BELAIT and LUTONGe
Further to the report already submitted, the following observations are
made together with the lessons learnt,

RIVERVWORK

Crossmngs

(i) Ferries, The amount of bridging equipment to do assault was sufficient

with the ax_gﬂw of outhoard motors, This does not include the BARAM
whore LCls wesé desirable, It is considered that three outboards should
be available at each ferry if the service is to be continuous, If motor
stoppages are t o be accepted then two outboard mtors is the absolute
mnimame A generous supply of separe parts should be allowed ,ospecially
gaskets and spark plugs so that isolated detachments on ferries may make
rﬂpairﬂ on the Epﬂt-

(1i) Patrols. The scale of equipment to be provided will depend on the rumber

and size of patrols to be underteken, It is considered that it is unsound
to depend on ferrying equipment to do river patrolse For an operation of
this character it is cons idered that each bn requires 4 folding boats each
cepable of carrying 16 fully equipped soldierse This would allow 2 platoon
patrols or 4 section patrols to be carried out similtaneously, Five outw
board motors shouldbe provided to each bm,

(iii) LOCAL Remourcese It is reasomable to assume in planning that loeal river

craft would be available but this should be used only to supplement military
equipment,  Shch local craft should not be considered available for as sault
orogsings but available only for later patrolling, The types of craft which
have become available during this operation are praus, civilian outboard
rmotors which had been used by natives in river work, Japanese boa ts and
sunken civilian motorboats, These have imposed mechanical telks beyond the
capacity of the Fd Coy, It is thought & that ARME should, as _has been
done in this operation, meke available detachments whose task id is to refit
and maintain such recaptured boats. Inf Bns should provide crews for such
craft as operate in their area and the Fd Co ¥y operate army outboard motors,
Ede should control salvage craft and Engineers should advis e on the best usge
of such craft in supplementing mlitary equipment,

-
=,

MECH EQUIPMENT,

With & lech Equipment Platoon not engaged on the task of mass moving of earth
and road making But spread over a brigade area doing smell meintenance EEKE
tasks from time to time, the maintensnce is not easye It is considered scund
to divide the maintenance section of +he Platoon H.Qs into two subsections

placed to best carry out their work with the Platoon Commander to co=ordinate
their work,

AUSTER STRIPS,

(1) Recce, In open well drained country the recce is relatively simple, but
in close country such is not the ocase, In close country a close liason should
be maintained with the RAAF so that work is not started on sites whioh will
later be condemed, 4 good beach is a satisfactory sife although limited by
tidﬁﬂ. . : -z ‘{M}{m.-h Aoptl
(i1) Construction, In country where the ground is doubtful .some stores should
be carried Lo enable a strip to be constructed quicklys The order of prefere=
ence of the type of stores ig =

(a) Ilarsden Mt

(b) ARC Mesh _

(e¢) Bamboo Imt manufactured on the aj_:-nt.
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(2)

O¢ OIL FIRES,

(1) General, A Divisional Pd Coy is not designed to attempt such tesks as
extinguishing 0il Fires end it is essential that adequate preparation be made
by persons inte-rested in conserving such resources.

(ii Responsibility., It is desirable that in the event of no such preparation
being made that the responsibility of the FF'd Coy in this regard be laid down
and expe rt personnel and equipment be included in its 00B,. If this has not
been done then a Fd Coy should do whetever is possible without, prejudice to
the support of the Bde, until relieved by a responsible party.

M.------MJGI‘

O. Ce 2/3 Auﬁtl Fdl L-Oy- Re i‘L'E.

DI STRIBUTION

1l Comd 20 Aust Inf Bde .
2 HlQI RIAIE-

3 File

4 TVer Diary

5 Tar Diary
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2/17 AUST INF BN SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
BOE SIX TO 31 JUL 45

The Bn planning team left RAVENSHCE for MOROTAI on 9 Apr 45, em-
barking at CAIRNS on 12 Apr 45.

" The unit received notive to move within four hours on 1 May and by
the following day the complete unit had moved out for TOWNSVILIE where
they embarked on the DAVID SHANKES on 6 May 45. The DAVID SHANES reache
od MOROTAI on 16 May 45 and the tps were dlsembarked the following day.
Two days later they were moved out to the © Div staging area where a
brief period was spent in the preparation of a camp site. As soon as
the camp site was cleared hardening trg was commenced. |

By 20 May 45 coy comds had been given the outline of the operation
and the location of where it was to take place. At this stage the
briefing of tps began but they were not given the location of the I1n=-
tended operation. By the time the tps were embarked on HNMAS KANINVBIA
on 29 May 45 they were all well versed in thelr roles. x

Rehearsal of the deployment from landing crafd and mov to flrst
objective was held on 26 May 45. This exerclse was carried out with-
out landing craft.

A ship to shore rehearsal was held on 3 May 45. From thilis exer-
cise valusble lessons were lesarned and lmproved loading methods were
evolved. During the voyage numerous tp deck to boat stas and loading
exerclses were carried out.

The KANIVMPBILA sailed from MOROTAI harbour in convoy on 1 Jun 435.
During the voyage further briefing was carried out in detall.

Encouraging messages were recelved from the navy, who were carry-
ing out mine sweeping operations in the BRUNET BAY afea, durlng the
later stages of the voyage. These messages stated that there were few
signs of enemy activity in the vicinity of the selected landing beaches.

At 0800 hrs on 10 Jun the tps began to move to nets stas and half
an hour later the naval and air bombardment began. After a most eff=-
ective bombardment of the lending beach and the hhigh ground of BRUNEI
BLUFE and COWIE RIDGE which overlooked 1t, by one crulser, two destroy-
ers and four ILCI rocket sp craft, the first wave landdd at 0915 hrs un-
opposed. The beach had been incorrectly marked and the Bn was landed
1000 yards EAST of the selected area. This meant an additional 1000
yds .For D Coy to move to their objectives and might have proved serious
had they been occupied by the enemy. It did disrupt comn as D Coy was
for a time out of touch with Bn HE through having insufficient ceble.

¥
In less than one hour after the first wave reached the shore a tp
of MABRILDA tenks had been landed. The tp of 75 mm was 1in posn and ° &
ready to fire one hr and 20 mins after the first wave was ashaore.

D Coy end 4 Pl moving towards the BILUFF and COWIE RIDGE found the
coing slow and diffieult. C Coy reached YELLOW BEACH at 1135 hrs but
did not meke the most of thelr opportunities, withdrawing from the
beaech in an attempt to achieve strict campliance with their plan which
had been based on landing at the correct location. When instrs werse

received they pushed on and secured the whole of YELLOW BEACH by 1215
hrs.

"'T‘- _I’_

B Coy whieh had landed as a reserve was pushed through between C
end D Coys to the rd junc known as FOOCHOW. On meeting no opposition
they moved on to their secondob jective. By pushing forward quickly
they were able to contact the only enemy party in the area and inflict-
ed casualtlies on them as they withdrew towards Bt PISANG. By 1230 hrs
the whole of the BROOKETON area was cleared and the 2/13 Bn had landed
on GREEN BEACH and was preparing to take over responsibllity of the

~—.  area to enable 2/17 Bn to advance to BRUNEI.
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Fnilnwing a rapld reorganisation by the Bn A Coy set off as adv
guard along the BRUNEI RD at 1400 hrs. This gquick forward move was
poassible through the issue of orders prior to disembarkation.

During the adv on 10 Jun no opposition was met and by 1500 hrs
the Bn was in posn 4000 yds along the rd from BROOKETON.

At 2250 hrs an enemy 27 ton truck drove into our FDLs and was ms t
by hy MG and IMG fire. Five of the eight occupants were killed and one
who was badly wounded was captured. Two enemy and two natives who
were on the truck escaped. -

On 11 Jun C Coy took over the role of adv guard and moved off at
0800 hrs. Although signs of recent enemy occupation were found at
frequent intervals no contact was made.

A number of natives were questioned and freely gave infm which
later proved to be gquite accurate.

After the main elements of the Bn were well on the move a JUKI MG
opened on the area which had been occupied by Bn HQ. The gun was loec=-
ated on Bt PISANG. Just after the gun opened up an airstrike went in
on the feature and the gun ceased fire.

While ecarrying out a recce, accompanied by two scouts, for a def-
ensive posn for the night, the CO and hils party sighted one enemy who
made off towards BRUNEI. The party opened fire and the Jap was seen to
be wounded. The Bn took a defensive posn for the night after an adv
of thérteen thousand yards.

At first 1t next morning C Coy pushed forward recce patrala along
the rd and at 0945 D Coy moved forward as adv guard. D Coy reached the
junc of BERAKAS and BRUNEI »rds at 1110 hrs. At thils point it was found
that naval harrassing fire the previous night had been extremely accur-
ate and that two snemy had been kdlled. One enemy was slighted bmt made
‘his escape before he could be engaged by firs. Two trucks were captur-
ed at the rd junc. They were being driven by Indlan RASC pers who had
been captured at SINGAPORE.

B Coy took over adv guard from the BERAKAS rd junc at 1230 hrs and
secured the airstrip without opposition. The rd south of the air strip
was found to be mined with 50 kg aerial bombs and incomplete rd blocks
erected. At 1430 hrs B Coy made contact with the enemy 800 yds SOUTH
of the air strip. .11 Pl moved guickly to the right flank and secured
the high ground killing 3 and wounding two enemy. 10 Pl pushed forward
to the high ground on the left of the rd and drove the enemy from the
posn. Five enemy were killed. During the action B Coy had one kllle d
and three wounded. Seven more Japs were killed during the exploitation
and consolidation and the posn was secured by 1600 hrs. The main body
of the Bn was then moved to the SOUTH end of the alr strip when it was
deployed for the night.

At 1920 hrs enemy parties attempted to inflltrate and opensd firs
on the posn held by 4 Pl. Caguval ties were suffered by our tps. AT
2015 hrs & number of hy morter bombs fell in the vieinity of D Coy HQ
and again we suffered casualtles.

Just prior to dewn on 13 Jun & party of enemy 13 strong was seen
moving across the alrstrip. They were engaged by C Coy and when they
attempted to withdraw they encountered fire from another posn and all
of the party were killed. We had one officer killad.

- During the night 4 Pl had suffered 4 cas, ons beilng killed.

At 0925 hrs an alrstrike requested on the enemy posns 1000 yds fwd
of our FDLs fell 600 ydﬂ short of the ob jectlive and dangerously close
to our own tps.

An A Coy pl patrol had set out along the line of the river towerds
GADONG ferry and at 1030 hrs A Coy began to move fwd along the rd.

W
e

i 2

_‘1-1“-‘-
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A second bomb strike at 1100 hrs fell on the objective allotted
the first strikse. This strike later proved to be most effective as to-
gether with arty fire 1t was responsible for the withdrawal of the 336
Indep Inf Bn less one coy from the posn. The posn had been very well
prepared and had the enemy held 1t they would have been difficult to
dislodge.

At 1120 hrs D Coy moved forward on the left flank to secure the
ridge 474%. At the same time the A Coy pl had secured the GADONG ferry.
After the leading pl of A Coy had passed the ridge 1n 4741 A Coy HQ
came under light fire. A pl from C Coy was sent to mop up amd killed
two enemy.

After securing the ridge D Coy sent a patrol to contact C Coy on
the main rd. This patrol encouhtersd a party of enemy killing two and
wounding one. The bulk of the enemy force was withdrawing in the dire
ection of the TASEK ressvior.

The A Coy pl at GADONG ferry crossed the river and moved to the
GADONG BEstate where a native prison compound was found. Flve dead nate-
ives were found chained to posts and a number of ntheri nearly dead were
foundalso chained to posts. The compound was in the c&%rge of a Javan-
ese police serieant ma jor who had to be foreibly brought in by the m t=-
rol.

A D Coy patrol to KUMBANG PASANG village found en abandoned enemy
CCS and took one prisoner. A second patrol met & Japs moving from the
direction of BRUNEI and killed two of them. The remaining three esg=
caped, one of them belng badly wounded. By 1430 hrs D Coy had reached
TASEK reservélr killing one more enemy on the way.

C Coy who had pushed through A Coy reached the water front at
BRUNEI AT 1455 hrs without further contact. Half an hour later while
mopping up thetown area a section of C Coy encountered a party of 8
Japs led by an officer at the SOUTH EAST corner of the town. When the
enemy party sighéed our sec they made a Banzal charge. The sec dls-
played considerable coolness and killed all of the Japs and suffered no
cas themselves. |

A pl of B Coy had moved to the EAST bank of the river at CLIFFORD BRIDGE
and reported enemy mov on the far bank at 1625 hrs. The bridge had been
prepered for demolition by plling 50 kg bombs and boxes of pleric acid

' in the centre. At 1900 hrs uvnder cover of MG and arty fire and asslst-
ed by engrs B Coy pl crossed the bridge and removed the demolitions.

The Bn was disposed for the night with Bn HQ on the WESTERN oute
skirts of the town Wi th B Coy less one ple C Coy was hedding the
water front area, A Coy in the viecinity of GADONG ferry eand D Coy near
TASEK reservoir. One pl of B Coy was holding the CLIFFORD BRIDGE.

On 14 Jun a methodical search of the town area was made for enemy
documents. Documents were so numerous thap they had to be collected
in jeeps end trailers. MNuch mech egpt was found.

A pl patrol from C Coy encountered snemy in strength on a razor

backed ridge just EAST of the town at 1358 hrs. The enemy attacked
and five were believed to be killed. Our patrol ran out of smn and had
to withdraw. The posn was engaged by arty and mortars. D Coy was carr
ying out patrols in the reservoir area and two Japs were klllsd. One
large party of Japs was sighted running away in a NE direction. This
party was too far away and moving too fast To be sngaged. An A Coy

: petrol to KUMBANG PASANG village met natives who told them of enemy
ahead. The patrol moved on and killed S5 Japs who were occupylng a dug
posne. The patrol then moved further on and killed two more Japs. The
patrol was in comn with Bn HQ by 108 set and was ordered to return at
1645 hrse. At 1765 hrs B Coy killed one Jap near thelrgcoy posn. C Coy
began tc move forward to the ridge where the enemy had been met 1in str
earlier 1n the day at 1820 hrs. It was found thet following the shell-
ing eand mortaring that the enemy had wilthdrawn from the posns. Two
enemy only were seen who withdrew at speed as our tps approached.

Amatyof enemy moving through the town at 0630 hrs on 14 Jun bayor-
I‘"_"=——..._._____\.
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etted an ASC driver sleeping ln his truck at the roadsisde. A second
driver sleeping in the back of the truck killed two of the enemy and
the remaining ten made thelr escape. At 0900 hrs Dyaks brought in two
Jap PW whom they had captured six mlles up river. The Dyaks bound them
and carried them in on poles.

B Coy began to advance to TUTONG shortly after 1000 hrs and the adv
guard killed one Jap soon after starting. The main body of B Coy moved
off at 1150 hra. Part of B Coy was moving by MT and a sandbagged jeep
was being employed by the adv guard pl.

Coys in the BRUNEI area were carrying out extenslive patrollingand
a recce peatrol by D Coy killed one Jap near the TASEK reservoir.

Bn HQ moved into the residential arse of the town at 1730 hrs and
est 1n a two storey bungalow.

During the day B Coy had advanced ten mlles.
A local patrol by C Coy killed one Jap.

At 2300 hrs Bde advised that the Bn less a 2 coy gp has now come
into Bde res.

The next day C Coy left by MT to join B Coy in the advance to TUT=-
OliGe The gp was under comd of Maj P H PIKE. B Coy was continulng the
ady and although numerous rd blocks were met no contact was made. TUT=-
ONG wes secured by B Coy at 1850 hrs without opposition.

The following day B Coy patrolled to DANAU ferry and reported NMS.

At BRUNETI active patrolling was being carried out and one patrol
sent out following a native report of Japs in the vicinity of KUMBANG
PASANG killed one Jap. A later patrol to the same area algo killed one
Jap.

Serviceable pontoons were found at DANAU ferry but the motor boat
which had been used to towms them had been destroyed. Natives reported
that theee was a serviceable craft 8 mlles up the TUTONG R and a patrol
was sent to secure 1t.

A patrol wasalso sent from C Coy to ABANG by MT. This patrol found
a number of abandoned and destroyed &rucks. A large number of enemy
had withdrewn from TUTONG through thls area.

Comm between thie TUTONG force and BHQ at BRUNEI had not been very
satisfactory. This was malnly due to natives cutting lengths of line
for thelr owmn use.

Bn H left BRUNEI to join the TUTONG force at 1000 hrs on 18 Jul.
Bn HQ was est at the EASTERN bank of DANAU ferry at 1200 hrs.

C Coy had crossed ths ferry and were pushing along the beach tow=
wards SERTIA. DANAU had been occupied without unntant. At 1435 hrs thse
fwd elements of C Coy sighted a party of 20 Japs 2% miles along the
beach Zmwxxdx from DANAU. The enemy withdrew so rapldly that it was
not possible to make contact. By 1800 hrs C Coy had advanced three
miles along the beach towards SERIA. By last 1t one tp of 25 prs had
crossed DANAU ferry and were in posn at DANAU. The 1t ADS and pnr pl had
also crossed to DANAU. The advence had been limited due to the bottle
neck at the ferry. C Coy was advancing on foot using jesps to carry fwd
the hy gear.

On 19 Jun C Coy continued the adv along the beach and B Coy began
to cross the ferry during the morning. After crossing the ferry B Coy
began to move along the peach in rear of C Coy. Bn HQ was moved agross
the ferry 1in the late afternoon and est at DANAU. C Coy covered 7§
mlles during the day's adv.

Bn-HQ and the pnr pl began to move along the beach by MT to join

—
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C and B Coys at 0930 hrs on 20 Jun. By 1513 hrs C Ceoy had reached the
outskirts of SERIA and found the oil fields in that area intact although
the f'ield further on was burning furiously. At 1630 hrs C Coy made 1t
contact near the BURA R. The coy was pushed fwd to secure the two brid-
ges over the river and nine enemy were killed during the adv. Our own
cas were two wounded. A further three enemy were killed before first
light the following morning.

At first light the following morning patrols wers pushed fwd but
all reported NMS. At 0930 hrs a pl was sent from ¢ Coy to cut the 1light
rly to BADAS end the remainder of the coy was disposed securing the
BIRA R bridges. At 1130 hrs B Coy was passed through C Coy and moved
Into SERTA. The area to SERIA R had been secured by 1500 hrs end Bn HQ
was moved fwd to the B Coy area. At this stage infm was received from
natives that the Japs had wilthdrawn from the whols of the SERIA - BEIAIT
area and that they had massacred & large number of Indian PW who wers
being held in a compound at K BELAIT.

An early start was made to extinguish the oll@ fires and three were
extlngulshed by the engrs on the first afternoon.

The following day the first four escaped Indian PW were recovsrad.
Extensive patrols were carried out during the day but no contact was mads.

On 23 Jul Bn HQ and B Coy moved fwd to the WESTERN outskirts of
SERTA. At 1215 hrs A Coy srrived from BRUNEI and were pushed fwd half

way to K BEIAIT. Escaped Indien PW continued to come in in inecreasing
numbers . .

A Coy entered K DELAIT on 24 Jun and found 1t to be completely free
of .enemy. The prison comptund was found where the massacre of thse Indian
PW had taken place. It was not possible to make an sccurate estimate of
the number of viectims but it was evident from the large quantity of
charred bones and corpses that it had been a large number. At 1305 hre
aspatrol from C Coy reached BADAS and reported the pump ste to be in
fair order. 1In the afternoon a patrol from A Coy crossed BELAIT R and
moved for a distance of 1500 yds along the coast rd without meking any
ﬂﬂﬂt&ﬂtl

On 25 Jun D Coy arrived from BRUNEI by MT and took up a posn at the
PENAGA golff course.

A demonstration of force to Impress the locals of our sbility to
hold the area was made at K BELAIT on 26 Jun. This had guits & surpris-
ing effect on the natives as when the mortars and arty spf8ed up they
made for the jungle. A pl patrol from A Coy left for K BARAM at 1330

hrs by MT. At K BARAM contact was made with a patrol from 2/13 Bn at
LUTONG . |

Gﬁﬁt P K MURPHY left with 2 sec and a party of DYAKS for K BAIAI
on 279 Jun to est a patrol base.

The ferry was restored over BEILAIT R and on 28 Jun was supplemented
by a batwing raft.

A pl from C Coy had est an outpost at BADAS and reported on 28 Jun
thet the enemy were still in occupetion of Bt PUAN. We shel¥sd the area.

7 P1 left for K BAIAT on 29 Jun. The follewing day 8 Pl joined
7T P1 et K BAIAT.

Bt PUAN was occupled by C Coy on 1 Jul. One hy Browning MG was cap+«
tured and patrols 600 yds SOUTH along the LABI tr failed to make contact.

An A Coy m trol to SEMBURU and along the DANMIT R near TERIAM re=
ported NMS.

A Coy HQ moved to K BAIAI on 2 Jul and D Coy moved to K BEILAIT to
take over thelr area of responsibility.

A patrol which had est st SEMBURU moved fwd to TERIAM on 3 Jul. ‘?/!/
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est midway between SEMBURU and TERIAM. 8 Pl moved by canoce to MEN-
DARAM to est an ambush. 7 Pl moved on to SIMPANG on 4 Jul and commen-
ced patrolling in the LABTI area. The following morning they were con=-
tacted by a pl of C Coy which had moved 8QUTH along the tr from Bt
PUAN., The next day a sec of arty moved into posn at SEVBURU. On the
sams day A Coy HQ was moved fwd to SIMPANG and Joined 7 Pl. A patrol
from A Coy on 8 Jul moved through MENDARAM as far SOUTH as Bt TERAJA
without making contact. The next day a patrol set out for RIDAN and

2 Pl less one sec est as a base for them at MANDARAM. This patrol found
many signs of recent enemy activity but no contact was made.

On 12 Jul C Coy and the tp from 16 Bty were withdrawn to the .SERTA
area and B3 Pl 2/2 MG Bn took over responsibility of BADAS. 13 P1
moved from BADAS along the BELAIT R by canoe to K BEIAIT taking two days
for the trip. No movement was seen throughout the patrol.

D Coy plus a det of Mortars, sigs, arty recce party, air sp party,
engrs and a med depy left K BELAIT for MARUDI in ICMs escorted by one
ILCM gunboat and the armed SRD launch HMAS TTIGERSNAKE. On the same day
& pl of A Coy moved to RIDAN to est a patrol bass.

While moving up the BARAM R on 15 Jul D Coy received reports from
natives that there was a party of 40 Japs at K RIDAN. Following a strike
Py 6 Spitfires end a rocket bombardment by the gunboat two pls landed
unopposed and xmoved across country to MARUDI. The remaining pl moved
to MARUDI by LCM. Both partiess reported NMS. Natives reported that the

enemy party had withdrawn up the RIDAN R. D Coy est in MARUDI and late
in the afternocon captured one Jap.

One D Coy pl set out from MARUDI on 16 Jul to contact the A Coy pl
at RIDAN. At 1200 hrs they sighted a party of 12 Japs who made off in
the directlion of K RIDAN. The enemy party moved too qulekly to be en-
gaged by our patrol. Two and a half hours later contact was made with
a party of 40 enemy who were armed with 4 IlMGs. This evidently was
the p rty which had withdrawn from K RIDAN the previous day. At the
time of the contact our pl was moving through swamp, and the enemy wsaas

in well sited posns on firm ground overlooking them. Our Pl attacked
but due to the unfavourabls nature of the ground end hy fire was un=
able to dilslodge the enemy. After a protracted fire fight our pl broke
off contact. Five enemy were killed and we suffered one man and one
DYAK killed and two wounded. The pl was accompanled by DYAKS who were
acting as scouts. The pl made a difficult return to MARUDI carrying
thelr wounded men. They did not reach MARUDI until 2300 hrs.

A pl patrol was despatched by D Coy up the BAKOENG R on 17 Jul.

This ® trol moved by ILCM and wes escorted by the ESB gurboat. BAKOENG
was occupled without opposition. When astives reported a party of 18

Japs moving down stresm a waterborne ambush was set, but the enemy did
not appear. Evidently they had heard the motors of the ICMs. The B t=-
rol then moved further upsteeam and as they rounded a bend near K ARANG
they came under MG fire from both banks. This fire penetrated the
ramp of the gunboat and one man was killed. The gunboat engaged the
enemy posns and sllenced them. Due to the swampy nature of. the Nipa
fringed banks it was impossible to effeect a landing at this point. Acc=-
ordingly the patrol put about to return to BAKOENG. As the cecraft turned
they were agaln engaged by enemy fire. This time the fire wes ineff-
ectlve. The patrol returned to MARUDI the following day.

The enemy party of 40 was again met on 18 Jul. This time by a
patrol from the A Coy pl near RIDAN. When contact was made the patrol
attacked and drove in the enemy outpost killing 4. The main posn was
then attacked amd& but the superior enemy fire power brought our tps to
& halte After a short fire fight our patrol broke off contact and re-
turned to thelr base. The enemy party moved off into the swampyx NORTH
of the RIDAN R where natives found two more dead the following daye.
They had died of wounds inflicted by our m trol

At MARUDI large stocks of rubber were found by D Coy. This 1is

mostly owned by Chinese dealers who are anxious to dispose of their
stocks.
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Local patrols at MARUDI on 19 Jul found three dead natives who had
been killed by the Japs. One of them was a woman who had had one breast
cut off. Theee Jap heads were brought in to the pl at RIDAN by the
DYAKS. One was clalmed to be an officer. Thekx DVAKS also handed in
documents taken from the bodiles.

_ Another pl from D Coy left MARUDI on 20 Jul to make ceontact with
the pl at RIDAN. This pl reached RIDAN the follewing day without seeing
any s8igns of enemy movement.

The enemy party which had been moving in the RIDAN area was agsin
contacted on 21 Jul. On this occasion they were mset by a ration party
moving from NMENDARAM with sups for ths outpost at RIDAN. They were en=
gaged by our tps and withdrew WESTWARD into the swamp. The ration party
retuened to NENDARAM and a fighting patrol was sent out to make contact
but was una¥se to doso. Where the enemy entered the swamp a considere
able amount of blood was seen and some abandoned egpt. -

A second patrol to BAKOENG wes sent from MARUDI on 21 Jul moving
again by LCM.

On 22 Jul a pl from A Coy was moved from SIMPANG to take over the
base at MENDARAM. The relieved tps returned to A Coy HQ area. Patrols
between MENDAEAM and RIDAN found the tr to be clear of enemy. In the
afternoon netives repopted that the enemy was at a point 800 yds SOUTH
of MENDARAM. This posn was engaged by arty and the enemy made off to
the EAST. When last reported they were one and a half days march
EAST of LABI.

Thre recce patrol to BAKOENG returned to MARUDI on 23 Jul and reporte
ed that the enemy had vacated the posns from which they had engaged the
mevious patrol to the area. Natives reported that they had seen four
animy wounded in the area following the encounter with the previous
patrol.

An escaped Indian PW was brought in to D Coy by DYAKS on 2& Jul.
He had escaped from the Japs at LINEI and declared that they were be=
glnning to move off towards LIMBANG.

A pl from B Coy which had been guerding the Auster Strip at TUTONG
received a report from natives that there were five Japs at TAUNGGLIANG.
Acting on this infm a patrol was sent by MT from TUTONG. At TAUNGGILAING
they took into custody three Formesans and what are belleved to be two
Japs. The latter claimed to be FORMOSANS.

17 P1 at BAKOENG patrolled 3% hrs paddle up the ARANG R on 256 Jul
but found mo signs of enemy. The next day they patrolled SOUTH of
ARANG village along the banks of the BAKCOENG R and found that the ene
emy had not re=-occupled the village. |

18 P1 left RIDAN to re join D Coy at MARUDI on the morning of 27 Jul
and errived at MARUDI in the afternoon. Daily contact patrols had bsen
maintained between MARUDI andRIDAN &And at all times the tr had remained
clear of enemy.

Acting on a report by natives that a party of enemy were in ARANG :
village a 2 sec patrol was sent from BAKONEG to investigate. On arriv-
al at the village 1t was found that the enemy had moved off. The pat-
rol was déglided and one,ssec returned to BAKOENG via the river tr and
the other sec moved along the inland tr. After moving a short distance
the Inland sec was ambushed by a party of enemy who had allowsd the
bulk ofthe p trol to pass. One Dyak who was with the patrol waa killed
when the enemy opened fire. One other DYAK speared one Jap near the
tr and then the enemy party charged. The officer and one OR was killled
and the remainder withdrew to the high ground which they had previously
occupled. During this engagement one of our tps was wounded and another
killed. While looking for the men who had been killed the sec comd
kllled one more Jep. The patrol then made a difficult withdrawal
through swamp, returning to theilr base at 2500 hrs. Iater in the night
at 2330 hrs natives reported the approach of 2 enemy parties and the
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patrol comd decided to withdraw from BAKOENG to the coy posn at MARUDI .

The pl which withdrew to MARUDI moved out again the following _ﬁay
and est at K BAKOENG. At the same time & recce patrol was sent across
country to BAKOENG and found that the enemy had not occupled the vill-
age. The pl et K BAKOENG was then moved forward to a polnt 2000 yds
upstream from K BAKOCENG.

By the end of the months D Coy had been connected by power phone
with Bn HQ. Line had been laid to SIMPANG and A Coy was in 1line comn
by 6 Jul. This line was later extended to MENDARAM and then on to
RTDAN., On 28 Jul 9 miles of cable was sent to D Coy and then lald from
MARUDI to connect with the A Coy line at RIDAN.

The B Coy pl at TUTONG was relieved Dy a pl from 2/15 Bn on 31 Jul.

At the end of the month NO enemy were known to be in the Bn ares
and during the last week the only contacts had been Dy petrols outside

the div bdy.
/ _./# G / Ll
’ - /
K '

e N -.M"C{ﬂ_
Comd 217 Aust Inf Ba
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4 (L~ REPORT ON OPERATIONS

This report is based on my obserwvatlons as 1 Aust Corps Liaison Officer(
(personnel) during the period 9 Mar to 6 May 45.

Embarkation CAIRNS

(1) Rell Movement

This was hampered throughout by adverse weather conditions. Pea
Pers trains weres seldiom loaded to capacity causing minor problems
in feeding and accommodation and over a period this neceassitated
extra tralns beling allocated. Thils could be avoided by early
adviee to RTOs of any change in strength.

(11) Staging

On arrival at Stagling Camp units were required to continue
with internal adm onlye This was not carried out and units
repeatedly made independent arrangements for pay, mail canteen
stores etec wilithout reference to Lialson Staff or Staging Camp
Staff. This caused consideraple confusion delay and duplication
of work which could be handled by Liaison Staff.

(111) ESEORTS

- In most cases escorts provided were insufficient to ade=~
quately safeguard stores during movement. In many cases escort
parties were not provided with sufficient rations to allow for
any emergency and in many cases men were left at "sidings"
without rations. NCOs IC escorts had recelved no specific
instructlions regarding supervision of malaria prscautions and
in many cases had N0 supplies of atebrin.

(iv) Stores

Generally all units stores were sertrely marked crated and
packed. Segregation of stores was not carried out 1n accordance
with Instructions issued for loading of rail trucks. This made it
impossible in many cases to stow ships as desired i.e., bulk
and unlt stores bottom stowed = accommodation stores top stowed
for early discharge. Also stores which came in the category of
"dangerous cargo" when stacked with other stores were just pushe-
ed agide by wharf labourers and in many cases were completely
lost.

(v) Security

Throughout the move units were not security minded as men
were not kept under control or occupled whilst in staging areas.
This resulted in a great volume of AWL which some units disregard-
ed entirely.

In TOWNSVILLE area, local units were not subject to "blanket™
gensorship and mail was passed to members of these unlits for
forwarding. Also men who went AWL were able to use trumk line
interstate telephons.

(vi) Ships Staffs

The appointment of the semlor combatant officer as 0C TPS
as lalid down in Standing Orders fro Movement was not always
adhered to. The O0C Tps then selected his own staff, and this
in many cases was from some small unit or group. The result
wasg that ma jor units aboard the same shhp had little or no say
in the movemsent or administration during the voyage. ©Some of

682 2835h+° 10337189002 *wBEFeE 5" Pava 11 Thz bn thogeanc ain

S —_
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(2) |
~ " Were personnel who had been trained as ships adjt and ECOs without a job.

Dgsplte detaliled instructions to the contrary some Ships Staff
worked directly with the Ship's ONfrs before embarkation. Thls re-
sulted in considerable confusion and delay which might have been
avoided had MC Staff had complete control. Unit C0s and QM also
made unauthorised vislits to the wharves and 1lssued instructions

for the loading of stores which in one case resulted in a strike
by waterside workers. This work must be controlled by the

Port MCO(Cargo) and all instructions should come through him.

(vii) Embarkation TOWNSVILLE

The facillities at TOWNSVILIE were better in all respects for
security staging and movement of personnel.

In regard to stores there was no shed space availeble at
the wharves and stores were left for long periods in open rail
trucks exposed to the weather.

{Viii) General

It 1s considered that the followlng points were the main reas=
ons for delay and counter orders during the move:

(a) Inaccurate information from US authorities of ships allocated
in
(1) Personnel capacity (0ffrs and ORs)
(11) Cargo capacity (Wo of holds and dimensions)
(111) B T A '

This resulted 1n some cases of entlire ship loads being
altered after the ship had berthed and the tps were in the stag-
ing areas. Also stores and personnelwere split and "“shut out" and
in ove case 120 men were moved back to CAIRNS to embark.

(b) Use of eivilian labour.

'Gn twe occasions .when permlission was granted for the use
of earmy lebour (unskilled) the loading rate was doubled over 24 hrs.

(¢) Adverse weather conditions

(ix) Tactical Loading of LSTsat MOROTAT

The sightfhg and preparation of the Ships Assembly area for
vehs and pers was well orgenised and throughout the embarkation
worked without any serlious delay. The slotting area for stores
was badly sighted and prepared with resulting delay and damage
to stores.

It is considered that the Pre-embarkation Assembly Area was
situvated at too great a dlstence from Ships Assembly Area. This
increased the communication difficulties to such a degree that
control between these two points was a ma jor problem. Also
the distance which vehicles had to travel after final water-
proofing caused many machanical breakdowns.

The a2 ctual embarkation went very smoothly but the following
points may be noteds

(a) Conflusing instructions from AEME regarding waterproofing
procedurse

(b) Drivers not sufficiently trained in "backing"™ and working
to hand signals

T - — ——
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(3)

(¢) Bxcessive loading of v ehicles,

This cgused mumerous delays as vehlcles for loading on
weather deck had to be winched up, Some vehicles

were fitted with chaims which also caused trouble with
weather deck loadimg.

(X)

The sae® of permanent experlienced loading parties from

the 2/3 Tk A Regt proved very successful as all bulk cargo was
handled and stacked with maximum speed.

.*j?“;.f
/¥ ) o

Ma J
(PH PIKE)
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£/2 MG BN : 3 OP REPORT TZAM : 3/9 ARMD REGT : 1 BIZACH GP :

8 BASE SUB AIGIA : 4 VISITORS AND OBSERVZRS SiC : CTG 75.15 :

CTU 704147 : L TAF RAAF : ALO 1 TAF RAAF (10) : ALO 83 ARVY

COOP "ING : KLO 4 TAC R S'N : BEUAU : SRD : US NAVAL PORT
DIRECTORATE 'iCOMD : G : A% : ADMJ : DAPM : ADOS : CENEX

GO 2439 (.) SECRET (.) sitrep 122 to 310900: (.) 20 inf bde (:)

D ¢oy less platoon 2/15 inf. bn moved from L. WBANG to UTONG following
oRD report of japs: operatirg in area SOUTH o f UKONG (¢) 24 inf bds ()
49 eénemy seen in area bridge and house 427880 (.) one INDIAN one NET
PW/ reported 1n to 2/32 inf bn PAPAR (.) all informed
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PRO_FORMA MESSAGE FORM

R

g e i 1)
FROM : 9 DIV RO loicl

: DE : 24 INF BDE : REAR DETAILS 24 INF BDE : 2/9 CA_E_{
iy ; %8D%I;TR%GT : 2/11 CBO SQN : RAA 9 DIV : 2/3 TK A REG';‘PéRITLAJ
9 DIV : SIGS 9 DIV : AASC 9 DIV ¢ 2/2 MG BN : 30PRI:J4
TEAM : 2/9 ARMD REGT : 1 BEACH GP : 8 BASE SUB AREA : : 0
VISITORS AND OBSERVERS SEC : CTG 75.10 2 O '?0.1.'?_. o
RAAF : ALO 1 TAF RAAF (10) : ALQ 83 ARMY COCP WING '*ALO"T')L |
TAC R SQN : BBCAU : SRD : Ub NAVAL PORT DIRECTORATE : COMD

G : AQ : ADMS : DAPM : ADOS : CEME :

'y sitrep 121 to 300900 (.) 20 inf bde (.)
ggtgﬁidl(tiizzfﬁﬁfmb e) { o) 25penemy sighted vicinity 430885 and -~ ™

house 427880 (.) all informed
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PRO FORMA I'ESSAGE FURM

OOOL(
FROM: @ DIV 2-)0)50

TO: 20 INF BDE: 24 INF BDE: REAR DETAILS 24 INF BDE: 2/9 CAV (CDO)
REGT: 2/11 CDO SCN: RAA 9 DIV: 2/3 TK A REGT: RAE 9 DIV: SIGS
© DIV: AASC 9 DIV: 2/2 MG BN: 3 OP iEPORT TEAM: 2/9 ARMD REGT:
1 BEACH GP:; 8 BASE SUB AREA: 4 VISI™URS AND OBSERVERS SEC:

CTG 75.15: CTU 70.1.7: 1 TAF RAAF: A10 1 TAF RAAF (10): ALO
83 ARMY COOP WING: ALO 4 TAC R SGN: B3CAU: SRD: US NAVAL PORT
DIRECTORATE: COMD: G: AQ: ADMS; DAPM: ADOS: CHVE

. i g g T i iy i o e g — e — il - el — e e —

GO 2410 (.) SECRET (.) sitrep 120 to 290900I (.) 20 inf bde (.) sitnor
(+) 24 inf bde (.) Some enemy movement vieinity homse 427880 othe rwise
NO movement seen (.) all informed
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FROM: 9 DIV - /

T0 : 20 INF SDE : 24 INF BDE : REAR DETATLS 24 INF BDE : 2/9 CAY (CDO)
RELGT : 2/11 CDO DEN : RAA 9 DIV : 2/3 TK A REGT : RAE 9 D1V @
TGS 9 DIV : AABC 9 DIV : 2/2 MG BN : 3 OP REPORT TEAM : 2/9 ARMD
REGT : 1 BEACH GP : 8 BASE SUB AREA : 4 VISITORS AND OBSERVIRS
SEC : CTC 75.15 : CTU 70.1.7 : 1 TAF RAAF : ALO 1 TAF RAAY tl?):
41,0 83 ARMY COOP ING : ALO 4 TAC R SN : BBCAU : SRD : US NAVAL
PORT DIRECTORATE : COMD : G : ACQ : ADMS : DAPM : ADCS : CEME : - -

GO 239Y (.) SECRET (.) sitrep 119 to 280900I (. 20 inf pde (-}‘SITNOR
(.) 24 inf bde (.) some movement japs vincinity house 457880 bridge
427881 (.) otherwise NO movement seen (.) air (.) moscuitoI®nce OVEr
KUCHING saw one- jap a/c on strip displaydng red pennant and staff car
with pennant which drove from FUCHING to LINTEZNG barracks (.) all

informed
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. 9 DIV ll /f/ i 'j.
Ay ¢+ 20 INF BDEg 24 INF BBE: REAR DI'TAILS 24 INT BDE: 2/9

CAV (CDO) REGT: 2/11 CDO SQN: RAA 9 DIV: 2/3 TK A RIQT -
RAE 9°DIV: SIGS 9 DIV: AASC 9 DIV: 2/2 MG BN: 3 OP
REPORT TEAM: 2/9 ARMD REGT: 1 BEACH GP: 8 BASE St 5 S
¢ VICITORS AND OBESERVERS SEC: CTG 75.15: CTU 70.1.

1 TAP RAAF: ALO 1 TAF RAAF (10): AIO 83 ARMY COOP WING:
ALO 4 TAC R SQN: BBCAU: US NAVAL PORT DIRECTORATE: SRD:
COMD: G: AQ: ADMS: DAPM: ADOS: CEME

--ﬁ--—-—--—-——--—--_-—_----—__--I-—-—-h—_—

GO2157 (.) SECRET (.) sitrep 104 to 110900I (.) 20 inf bde &

2/13 inf bn (.} 1255 hcurs one enemy sighted at 455779 (.) artillepy
shel led general ares («) later patrol to 456779 reported NO enemy
seen (.) 2/15 inf bn patrol to UKONC returned LIMBANG 9 aug NO

enemy seen (.) " 24 inf bde (.) relief of 2/28 inf bn by
2/43 inf bn continued () 2/43 inf bn assumed command PADAS river
area (.) standing patrol 431887 engeged and killed 2 enemy vicinity
430884 (.) patrols BEAUFORT MEMBAKUT PAPAR areas NO contact (,)

ailr 24 kittyhawks dropped belly tank:'bombs and strafed enemy position
vicinity 430884 (.) tombs in target area (.) strafing very accurate
(«) dispositions 2/«<ts inf bn HQ 472894 B coy 367905 (.) 2/4. inf bn
HQ 411893 A coy less platoon 427895 platoon 428890 (.)

7 div (.) BATOCEAMPAR sector (.) active patrolling continues {,)
TEMPADEONG sector (.) patrol PAMALEOAN souare 4188 engaged 4
indonesians wearing enemy uniforms so.e casueslties inflicted 1 PW
taken (.) enemy casualties to date counted dead 1764 estimated
killed 249 PW 62 all informed
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FROM: = © DIV _ oHIof
TO$ 20 INF BDE: 24 INF BDE: REAR DETAILS 24 INF BDE: 2/9 CAV (CDO)
-REGT: 2/11 CDO SCN: 9 DIV:; 2/3 TK A REGT: RAE 9 DIV: SIGS

O DIV: AASC 9 DIV: 2/2 MG BN: 3 OP REPCRT TEAM: 2/9 .:MD REGT:
4 VISITCRS & OBSERVERS SEC: CTG 75.15: CTU 70.1e7: | "AF RAAF:
ALO 1 TAF RAAF (10): ALO 83 ARMY COOP WING: ALO 4 Ti” R SON.
BBCAU: US NAVAL PORT DIRECTORATE: SRD: COMD: G: AQ: 4UMS: DAPM:
ADOS: CENE?¢

— — e — = — e - — — —_— — = — —_— — — = .- —_— — — — —_ — — —-— - s — — ] — — - T

GO 2148 (.) SECRET (.) sitrep 103 to 100900L () 20 inf bdo (. 6 dispozi- _
tions 2/13 inf bn C coy from PUJUT reiisved A coy on CANADA fca ure L

8 aug 2/17 inf bn patrol route 687717 to 676722 to track junc.ion 676732
on well defined track report NO sign reported telephone lines cr recens
enemy movement (.) 24 inf bde (.) relief of 2/2¢ inf ban by 2/43 inf bn
commenced («) C coy 2/43 inf bn relieved C coy 2/28 inf bn (' 2/28 i’
bn standing patrol at 431887 killed 3 enemy vicinity house 43 "% ()
other patrols NO enemy seen (.) 2/43 inf bn patrols BEAUFORT 1I°_ IBAKUT
areas NO enemy seen (o) 2/32 inf bn local patro. ; BONGAWAN KI! "'1IS PAPaR
areas NO enemy seen (.) total enemy rasualties . killed (o) dispositdors
last light 9 aug (.) 2/28 inf bn C coy 375891 ( ; 2/43 inf bn ' 20y 832
platoon 435889 standing patrol 431887 (.) 2/11 cdo san (.) pa’:.ls SABANG
to KARUKAN and in BINSULOK area ND enemy seen () 2/3 tk A regt (o) 2 day
reconnaissanae patrol by FBE to LAKATAN river retwrned WESTON N. enemy
seen. (+) BALIKPAPAN {.g SEPINGGANG MANGGAR sector (.) dispositions 2/156
inf bn D coy 798887 (.) patrol AMBORAWANG to trig 73 690785 encrountered

9 enemy 689786 killed 7 (.) BATOCHANPAR sector ) disposition: 2/6 cdo
sqn area 615744 (,) patrol from 609819 cut MILF_ 3D HIGHWAY 60°CCS s

reported two 25mm AA guns engaged patrol f om area 604840 and & enenmy
seen on highway (,) patrol from 617757 kil.cd 1 enemy 616766 (,) standing
patrol 618762 engaged by enemy from 618764 (.) enemy pooition 619765
engaged with artillery and mortar fire () TEMPADEONG PENADJAM sector (o)
2/1 pnr bn patrol to 562836 located abandoned bunkers moved to -63837

and encountered approx 30 epemy freshly dug in {(.) 3 enemy kilicd and
position engaged with artillery fire (o) total enemy casualtics to date
counted dead amended progressivo total 1752 estimated killed 247 PW 6.
(o) 2all informed -

SDS. except 1 Beach Gp
and 8 Bece Sub Area
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PRO FORMA MESSAGE FORY i

Vikr,

dp

TQs . 20 AUST INF T:v- 24 INF BDE: REAR DETAILS 24 I ‘
= : 4 &3 - : .}.I} RDL: ‘3/9 CI-U
(CD?) REGT: 2/11 CDO SON: RAA O DIV: 2/3 TK REGT: RAE 9 DIV:
SIEQ v DIV: AASC 9 DIV:; 2/2 MG BN: 3 OP REPORT TRAM:: 2/9 - ARMD
ogﬁwal BRACH GP: 8 BASE SUB AREA: 593 EB & SR: 4 VICSTTORS &
BOERVERS SIEC: CTG 75415: CTU 70.1.7: 1 T.;J’ RAAF: ALO 1 TAF RAAF{10
ALO 83 ARIMY COOP WING: ALO 4 TAC R SQN: BBCAU : US MNAVAL PORT skl
J_TLC¢OLATE: SRD ¢ cruD G AQ: Anrs- DAPN‘ ADOS; C?%;

GO 2104 (.) SECRET (.) Sltrep 100 to 0700001 (o) 20-inf bde L
bn patrol to house 411785 re tugdreported NO eﬁﬁxy ééen ?.) i;iﬁ'{ig %gf
pgtro% BATU APOI river reached FLBOWG NO coﬂ%act ) 2/12 1hf bn patrol-
llE= JAKONG area NO firther report (,) 2/2 MG ba relief of B coy by A
COY now completc {«) &4 inf bde (LA 2/28 inf bn patrol found 2 enemy
dead at 452887 ('s) patrol to’ area 439906 NO enemy secen () dlSp051tlﬂnS
stanaing patrol at 424885 withdrawn to .Coy aresa 408891 ;} 2/43 . inf Bn
patrolllng_PLﬁTrORT MIMBAKUT area”NO enemy sech o) 2/52 inf bn patrolling
BONGAWAN "KIMANTS PAPAR area NO cneLg'seen { o) natives report L enemy dead
drcaacd in native clothes found at 658376 believed enenmy wounced & aug
initunhnel area (.)! BELIKPAPAN () SEPINGGANG MANGGAR soctO{ (.) patrols
encountétred enemy at 898012 900016 . infllctlng Qnsualtle“-I o) dlspositione:
2/27°10f b A coy 782700 3 ooy 78 2682 (o) BATOCHAMPAR séqtor () patrol
cncagﬂtcred Ji.eneny 81775 ftllllnf ¥ 58 ( } furfﬁ“" enemy Daft”‘ﬁﬂﬁaiéd“"
019789 () dispositichs 2/33 n . e ) HE Y595 ltg.A.and D ¢oye 599647
13 alr';a C coys 595646 (49 TJLEPAD_,O L seatar () P atrqls encountcrcd enemy.
at 834807 ‘and 533792 inflioting éasualtieg (f) teotal enemy casualties té'
date counted dead l?OO thlmuted kllled 245 PW’LM .(') ﬁll lnfarmed
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