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INTRODICTCRY.

This report {5 divided into the followling naln parts:-
{a) Part I - Summary of Zvents.
(b) Part 11 - Lessons from Cperations,
v¢) Part III -~ Review of Squipment and “Jeapons.

Part I deals with the operations of 9, 7 and 9 Aust Divs
for the period during which they were under command

2 Aust Corps. The sccticn relating to 9 Aust Div has
been given in the form of an outline summary followed

by & dally sumnary in order %o include, in their
chronological relation to land operatlions, details of
ailr strikes and PT boat operations, which, during this
phage wera of great assistance to our land forces, both
in direct support and in the disruption of the encmy
supply by barge along the RAI coast. Sections dealing
vuith the operatlons of 9 and 7 .ust Div do not contain
dotails of air strikes and PT boat operations as, in the
case of 7 Aust Div, air cupport was arranged by éhe
formation direct wlth N7 GUINS. Force, and, in the casec
of 5 aust Div, Air Force and PT boats were operating v
further afiel& and not in such close contacet with our
land forces. Consoquenily these sections are in outline
only, datails being ccntalned in ths reports of
formations.

Commonts on lessuns from operations and equipment are
contained in fornation reports which nave, or will be,
forwarded soparately, with comment by this Headquarters
as nocessary. Consequently Part II and Part III of this
report contain only:-

(a) information additional to that contained in
formation reports and

(b} reference to relevant docupents already
forwarded by this Hoadquorters (to NE7 GUIREA
Force only).

W

MAP_RZFERENCES OF PLACS NAMZS USED.
Referenco ¥aps 1/25000 (Second Edition) series,
5335{ 2. BaP.
. Fo RIVER
2 LANGZMAK BAY
3
4

SATELDERG
FORTIFICATION POINT
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SHEET NO. MAP .,
5 MASARENG RIVER WEST
i 6 WALINGAX
7 KALASA
8 CAPE IING WILLIAM
9 SCHARNHOAST PONIT
. 10 SI0
11 PESCHEL POTUT
12 REISS POINT
£ ) 13 [EPSTUS POINT
- 14 GALI
_ 15 GAUSS POLNT
' 16 DUMPU
17 KUMBARUM
18 PATPA
19 ANUBA
20 BOKU RIVER
21 JAPPA
22 GUNY
23 YAULA

Referenco Map 1 inch to 1 mile (overprint) Series.

24 KULUNG TUFU
PLACE. SHEET HNO. MAP_REF.
4GO 6 474903
ARKDT POINT 3 629660
BLUCHER POTNT 7 434997
,. BONGA 4 632725
BUTAWENG 2 595540
- BUZULUO 5 534718
BOPONG 24 336742
- BAUAK 23 602933
BYANA 14 760555
COCONUT BEACH 4 616764
CHISST POINT 9 237189
@6GONUT RIDGE 3 550648
L CAPE SIBIDA 4 594791
+ CAPE KING WTLLIAM 8 3114
DUMPU 16 683513
DREGER HARBOUR 2 6449
i DORFER BAY 11 1743
5 EXCHANGE 4 617722
PINSCHEAFEN 2 6257
PIOR 3 546693
T PORTIFICATION PODNT 4 5883
FOUGASSE CORNER 3 551649
o FORTIFICATION HILL 4 5882
T GURUMBU 2 17 741618
: GURUMEU 17 738623
GALI 13 853565
! GNEISENAU POINT 9 508417
GREEN RIDGE 3 559647
GARABOK 3 574673
GNAOPOA 4 62275%
GUS TKA 4 626733
GURUNKOR 1 550607
GALL 2 14 810614
GABUTANON 14 705600
HEIDSBACH PLANTATION 3 5165
HUBIXA 4 562448
HARDENBERG POINT 8 2807
o HILL 2600 3 559662
A HOMPUA 5 471814
HILL 1800 4 580718
JIVEVANENG 3 569648
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PLY . SHEET XO. MAP REF.
JOANGELG 24 3672
g JAPPA 21 443913
o KVAN HWAM 8 366088
. KUMBARUN 17 6956
KDIG HILL 17 697572
E.4004 FOINT 9 2319
“LUNGTUFU 24 300720
JRITRORY 5 556710
_ ¥WATTNCKO 5 547714
CAMLAGIDU POTIHT 4 6275
q QI0LL 4 567734
‘ LIARI 11 274417
o Kanovr 7 432992
KALASA 7 203055
S KELANOA 9 233199
FILIGIA 4 611773
mt.‘s'ﬂ;. 3 5 5 35 30
KATTHA 3 617669
LAKONA 4 504789
IEPSIUS POINT 13 9556
LANGEMAX BAY 2 5255
LOGATENG 2 617520
JUNCH JETTY 3 616639
LA¥ES 4 5971
L:GOON 4 6274
M? PROTHEIRO 18 6864
e AERIKEC 5 478730
i M/RARUOQ 3 520658
HORENG 3 515622
Rl WNAS ANGKOO 3 5316€2
Y MALAS/HGA 1 12 143475
MALAS/ANGA 2 11 152465
MALASANGA 3 12 122464
b MORTH HILL 3 6269
HABRIVA 10 482422
RFAH VA 7 393038
NUZEN 7 3805
NOMGORA 3 585702
= NEMAU 12 135488
SN PESCHEL POINT 11 2343
B PALANKO 3 553670
5 | PIMPIZ 3 565646
PABU 4 611717
s PEAK RILL 5 552714
= PINO HILL 3 624705
SE R. UEHAGA ) 5938
5 R, BURI 9 5510
: R S220MU 8 2214
_ Re DALLMAN 8 2219
i . ‘ Re KAPUGARA ) 5010
- Re GOALING 10 4742
Re FARIA 17 6855
R. URIA 17 6955
: R. SURDIAM 17 7655
: R« BOKU 20 3874
R. KALUENG A 6273
R« TONHOM 4 6075
o REISS POINT 12 1347
RODIJI 1 13 952559
RUANGE 14 790573
R, SOWI 4 6076
R. URAWA 13 9155
R. SANGA 4 5878
R, QUOJA 3 5762
R. RASAVENG 4 584808
R. TSVAI 8 - 4494
R. BU¥I 2 618593
2 603550

Ro MAPE
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PLACE. SIEET NO. ¥.? REF,
R. SONG 3 623678
Re SIXI ] 621669
R JWASIA 12 3645
R. ASIWA 10 3142
SI0 MISSION 10 418438
SIKTY COVE 3 621670
SIALOM 8 33711
810 10 3346
SATELBZRG 3 5441661
SCARIET Eu.CH 3 622675
SIHB/ANG 2 605552
SI31 3 557614
STECPLIE IRTE 3 51868
SURPENSION HiILGE 3 5546356
3reY SELT 3 539656
SCHLANGEY HARBOUR 11 naan
STOLZENTELS SPUR 1Y) 4940
SCHARNHORST POINT 9 561409
SFUR 17 735578
EE TELIATA 20DIT 10 437470
T TURNOF? CORNZER ) 537655
(SO TIRIMORO 1 577578
B TAIEEG 3 508645
i TAPEN 14 729556
: UIGIHA a2z 18825
VINCKE POTHTZ 10 3646
EOR ViANDIIUK 14 727537
U TAREQ 3 552717
5 VALTDGAT G 459922
ol TIINDOEAT 5 515880
E waL& ROCK 3 562647
‘ f{TAL ik 2841
L WEBER POINT 15 7863
LS HILI3 & 580718
f YAGTUT A5 7¢0678
e YAULA AR 553364
i YGROPT 19- 587768
i ZAGAYEMT 24 4158562
<

SECRIOH 3.

SUIBLARY 0F STTULTION OM RELIEP OF 1 AUST CORPS

. . EITMTEINT TOINTS AFFECTING CORPS_POLICY

l. 13 2 Aupt Corps rellioved HQ 1 Aust Corps at ‘DOBODURA
on 8 Oc¢c% ‘iiﬁ: Lt=Gen Sir [oslic IIORSHEAD KCE, KEE, CMG

D30, ED, “taking over from Lt-Gon Sir Edmnd mERRbiG '
ka8, DsO, MC, ED,

2. On this dnto the ° fermations which came undser command
HQ 2 Auat Corps far operations wore as follows:-

(a) 5 Auat D~ comprisning 4, 15 and 29 Aust Inf
Bden (bu. with 22 fust Inf Bn'of 4 Aurt Inf
Bdo undor cormand 9 Aust Div), N

{b) 7 Adit Div comprising 18, 21 and 25 Aust Inf

Edon,

N AT
EATIE ]
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(c) 9 2ust Div compriaing 20, 24 and 26 /ust Inf © .
Bdos plus 22 Aust Inf Bn'and with 532 B gnd S
Regt 2 ESB undor cormand,

(d} 11 Aust Div comprising 6 Aust Inf Pde and
Divisional Troops.

S Tho roles of thesd formations wore ag set gut bolow:=-

— y s o

Serianl. Porzetlion, 4r00, Role .
1 S Ausnt Div LT =« MADZAD To dcefond the LiE

FOXTHESS araa dand
protoct HADZAB,

2 7 Aust Div RAMU VALIEY (a) To provent
{losa 18 .ust JAPAKESE pano=
Inf Bdo at tration south= -
HORESBY). vward through the
R and MARFHI
VALIEYS,

(v} To protact Allicd -
Alr Porco ingiell-
ations in the arca
IEhA EENALGAROES,,

3 9 Auat Div PRISCHILIFER - (a) To defond
) PLISCHHAFEN,
{b) To gain control
of thc ecast

coast of the HUOK
PENIN3ULA up to’
and include SIO, )
(c) To dovelop a Baso
Sub Area at’
PLISCHHAFEN,

11 Ajuat Div BUNA To defend the north
aast coant of HEW
GUDNE. from inclusive
ORO BAY to exclusive
HAREHAM VALIEY,

P o

1s Tho following iz a suwrmary of thc role of 2 Aust Corpa
as at B8 Oct 43 te

(n) FLISCIG{APEN - HUOE PENINSUL.L

(1} To ocantablish in FPRISCHHAFEN area by 1 Dec 43
advanced operational alr base facilities for
ataging ono group of fightérs and two squadrons
of light bombardmont planes. Provision to bo
rade for Allled liaval Forcos to ostablish
facilities for light naval forces in tho VITIAZ
STAAITS arone

(1) Construction and locatlion of facilitles to be
offoctcd with a view to subsequent dovolopment
of FINSCHHAFEH as a major Army, Navy and Air Bago.
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(111) Concolidation of tho HUON FENTNSULL to be affoct-
od by Lnilltration up tho coast by opcratlions so
conducted as to avold comltmont of an amphibious
farco héyond that of the boat battalion under
command, oxploitatlon beyond 310 village not to
ba undertaken without r:forence to WoW GUINEA
Forco.

(b) MR RIVER Y.LIEY - RoMU VALIEY

(1) To protcet establishad alrfiolds at EAIAFIT and
QUMPY from land cttack in order to pravont
interruption of air oporationa from these
alrfiecldy,

(11) Opcrations to the north of DUNPU to be so
conductad as to avold a logistic cormitmont
outside tho rcsourcos of 2 Aust Corps. Oporate
fonz apainst LULAG to be restricted to patrol
activities until further ordcrz glvon by NEW
GUIHEA Porco.

2 iust Corpa Oporation Order 2 of 29 Oct, attached as
appendir ".", dofined the arca of responalbility and
rolas of 2 Audt Corps, and allottsd tasks to formations
under cormande.

At 0900 houra 6 Nov 7 ifust Dlv came under dircet comannd
of IEW GUINEL Porco and 2 Auat Corps war freed of '
rosponslibility for oporations in the R VALIEY, This
chango vas mnade to perpdt 2 Lust Corps to concontratc on
tha ogporations of 9 Aust Div and ensure the oarly romoval
of the ononmy threoat to the FIUSCHHAFTEK Base and the
clearance of the JAPAESE from the UM PEHNINSULL,

On 7 Hov 43 laj~Con F H BERIAVILL, CBE, D50, was appolinted
to command 2 Just Corps conscquent on th- appointront of
Lt=Gon Sir icslle ¥ORSHEAD, ICB, KEE, CMG, DSO, ED, to
command HZW GUINLS Porco.

Y GUINEA Forco Oporatlon Inatruction 107 dated 27 Deeo
<3 gavo 2 Aust Corps arca as the IUON PEiiZliSULA, and
HARMILM NIVER valloy to Incluasive ERAP RIVER, Tha role
nllotted 2 Aust Corps was active patrolling and vigorouo
Infiltration in tho dzfonce 6f tho Corps Aroa and
oxploitation along tho coast, major forces not %o bo
committed, Ordcrs implomonting this instruction aro
contalned in 22 fust Corpé Oporation Order 3 of 30 Dec
attached as Appendix "BY,

At 2400 hours 28 Dec 1l Aust Div roverted to command
WEV GUINEA Porce, 2 aust Corps now conaisted of two
divisiona, 5 dust Div 1 tho LAE arca and 9 Just Div in
tho HUO! PEMTNSULL arons -

On 29 Doc informetion was roccived that 8 fuat Inf Bde
was belng movod from AUSTRALIA to FINSCHHAFEN to reliowve
ono Brigado Group of O Aust Div which was to bo back
loadad to AUSTRALIA,

On 15 Jan, with tho occupation of SIO, the main tasks
allottod 9 Afust Div wero comploted. it was now knowm
that tho whole o @ Aust Div was to ba roturned to
AUSTRALIA,

HQ 5 Aust Div and B Aust Inf Bdo woro moved forwvard and
assumod rosponsibility for oporations forward of SIO on
g?rggg, with ordera to mako contact with US forces at

4 ]
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13, On 26 Psb I'ZW GUDNEA Forco advizzd that 532 B and S Rogt

o 2 £S5 was to bo withdrawm from cur command approximately
1 Mar, &2 2 rogsult our final dispoaitiona hoad to be

i adopted onrllsr than wos Intonded, 5 aust Div was

= orderod to concentrate In FTLANOA and thence withdraw

to tho NILIGIY area.

SECTION 4,

v QPER,LTIONS = O AUST DIV

Phase 1 - Japanasc Countar Offonaive.

Gonryal.

1. On’the azzurption of command by HY 2 JAust Corps on 8 Oct
13, FLISCHHAFEN {tsclf had ba:n capturcd end 9 Aust Div
waz diaposoed In the LT area, with one Brigade (20 Auzt
Inf Bde) in the FRISCIEAFEN arca 1 close contact with
enemy forces, Tho situation in ragard to 20 sust Ing
Bdo was that 2/15 Just Inf Bn and 2/17 fust Inf Bn were
In tho arcas AUNLVL and JIVEVAFENG respectively, both
oppozod by strong cencmy forcos In well prepared posit-
fons. 2/43 just Inf Bn, a force somewhal inadequate for
tho taslywas protecting the SCARIET BEACH arca. 2/13
fuzt Inf Bn wasz 3till south in the STVGAYC arca,

‘.' 2, Vhilat operatlonz by 20 Zust Inf Bdo wera in progreas,
= tho ondmy withdrow his forcos south of the BUUI and MAFE
RIVERCS, wvia the inland route "through GURUNKCR to
SATELBEAG, At tho same timo, cncmy roinforccmonts werc
noving dovn the const, by sca and ovirlend, into the
VAREO-S TELSERG arca, On 8 Oct the onemy forces in this
aroa totallod approximately 4300, including 80 Inf Regt
(lcss ono battallsn not yet rcformed) and rommants of
S the FINSCIMATEYN prrrison. 79 Inf Regt Gp was expected
s o arrive in the FINSCHHAFEN aroa by 8 Oct but was
= delayed for four days becauszo of the difficulty of
transporting atores and cquipmont over the existing
tracks., It iz consldered that the enemy's intontion:
at this stage was to hold the ground VAREO=SATELEERG,
at the gamd time cecoirtaining the strongth and disposite-
fona of our forces with a vicw to carrying out a major
attack, by 70 Inf Regt, agalnst SCARIET BEACE and

FIUSCHHAFEN ,
(0,0 e Summar :
Je During the carlicr part of the phaso, our troops word
‘!. regrouping and proparing for the attack on SATELEERG

at thd gamo time repulsing minor attacks in the SCERﬁET
B2ACH, JIVEVANENG and #UMAWA arcas,., When it becamo
svident, from many sources, that a atrong oncmy attack
agalnat our troops in thy SCARIET BIACH arca wns intend=
od, preparations for the sttack on S/ATELZERG wore”

suspondud tormorarily and action waa taken to moot this
throat,

4e¢ On 17 Oct tho main oncmy land attacka wore comronced
againat our troops in the SC,/RLIET BEACH aren, This®
sarics of attack began with a woll organised attack,
probably by a rcgimont, ond graduslly dwindled to
unco=-ordinated sub-unlE attacks on subscquent dayas.
Tho onzmy suffored hwavy casualtics throughout and -
aftor 25 Oct was gredually forccd on to tho dofonaive,
During the period 22 - 25 Oct, the enemy launched
?pprgzlmately thirty attacks sgalnst our posttion west of
ATI ;
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The intensity of our artillery an? mortar {ire supplemented
by infantry small arms, proved too costly for hin.
His air support for thls offensive wus spasmodic and on
a vory minor scaloe. The limited air support given

roprogsentod only a fractlion of the air strik Gwor
avallable fror bases ot MADANG, ALEXISHAFEN NEWAL

olus an airfield at CAPE GLOUCESTER, His pollcy at this
atage, and in succeoding months, appoared to be to conserve
his air powor as ruch as possiblo, At no stage did encmy
naval forces interfere with sur operations, thoe only
shipping soon forward of UADAKG being barge and submarino
traffic. Ho hud uparoximntoly 150 barges erployed
between BADANG and FINSCIMAFEH mninly for bringing down
aupplies, reinforcemsnts and for evacuatlion of wounded,
On ono occasion only, on 17 Oct, when three barges landed
at SCARLET BEACH, did ho omploy bargoes as assault landing
craft.

ap 1 attached shows dispositions of 9 Aust Piv in the
FINSCHHAFEY areoa and approximate onery locationa and
astrongths as'at 8 Oct, Msp 2 shows simllar information
a3 at 16 Cct, by which dato both enoryy and our forcos
had conslderably roinforcod the aren.

Dally Surmarv,

3 Qct.

G

Te

In the JIVEVANENG area B Company supported by A Company
2/17 Aust Inf Bn carried out a right outflanking movo
and captured the PINMPIE, a dominating lmoll in the rear’
of tho onorry posts 400 yarde wost of JIVEVANENG villago.
Those onomy poats were moppod up later in the day. Four
dcterminod and sustained countor-attacks supported by
mortars wcro launched ngeinat E Company, but all woreo
ropulsed with heavy cnemy casualtica,” Tho romainder

of 2/15 Aust Inf Bn arrived at NUMAWA,

During the morning nine BOSTONS and twilve VULTEE
VENGEANCES attacked cnemy dofensivo poaitions in the
vicintity of 3ISI and SATELBERG., Buildings wore destroyed,
and possiblo ocmrmunition dumps blown up.

10 Oct,

Be

Hcat of JIVEVANENG 2 furthir JAP attack from tho north
supportod by ons 75 tm gun, was drivon off by B Company
2/17 Aust Inf Bn with heevy onomy logsese 2/3 Aust Pnr
Bn took ovor roaponsibility for the close dofonce of
SCARIET BZACH und the KATIKA track. In ths FINSCHHAFEN
soctor patrols from 2/13 Aust Inf Bn mado contact with
onomy at TIRIMORC and nlong the MAFE River 2000 yards
woest of SIMBANG,

Eloven VULIEE VENGEANCES and nine 30STONS attacked
targots in support of 20 Augt Inf Bde, The bombing and
stralfing wore roported by ground troops as accurate,

11 Oct,

Adv HQ 9 Augt Div openod at 1200 hours on the north share
of LANGEMAIL BAYX, and rolioved 20 Auat Inf Bdo of respon-
8ibility for maintonance in this sroa.

Hain HQ 24 Auat Inf Bdo completod its move to tho
FINSCHHAFEN aroa and nssumed command of ‘2/43 Aust Inf Bn
and 2/3 Aust Pnr Bn with 24 iust Fd Bty, C Coy 2/2 Aust
MG Bn, and one platoon C Coy PIB in support. The tasks
allotfod to tho Brigado wers the protoetion of tho ares
HORTH HILL « SCARLLT BEACH = inclusive roand JIVEVANERG -
HEIDSBACH and the gaining of control of the track
jﬁgctiona vicinity BONGA proparatory to the capturo of
WARED,
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12, In the 20 Aust Inf Bde scctor 2/17 Auat Inf Bn complatod
its move to the JIVEVANENG arca, and oocuplod a posltion
on tho SATELHERG track from Inclusiwve the " PIMPIE " to
inclusivo tpp foeture 400 yards cast of JIVEVANENG
villago. 2/15 Aust Inf Bn romained at KUMAVA and 2/13
Aust Inf Bn romained i{n tho FINSCHHAFEN arce maintaining
contaé¢t with cnemy ncar TIMIDMORO and along tho MAPE
river,

12 Oct,

13. Activity in ell soectors wns llmitod to patrolling and
ths regrouping of units.

14, During the night 12/13 Oct PT boata patrolling a3 far
north as ROOKE ISLAND, sank ono onecmy kotch and damaged
another at NORTINEST anchorago on TUAM ISLAND, The
boachos at GIZARUM XLB978 were strafféd and six to cight

- bargos damaged. (Roferaoncoe strat nap),

331 Qct

15. D coy 2/13 Aust Inf Bn occupiod TLIDMORO at 0800 hours,

On the saw date A Coy 2/15 Aust Inf Bn ettacked and
capturod the high ground west of KUMAWA, killing 25
oncmye The gaining of this ground cavscd the cnemy to
bronk contact and thoroaftor onemy activity in this ar.a
wa3 limited to small patrol:,

14 Oct.

16.

17.

Information was rocaived from various sources that’ the
onory contemplated an attack, schodulad for 16 Oct,
agninat our positions from ARNDT POINT to JIVEVANENG,
Az a result of this information GHY orderad CTF 76 to
be proparad to move 26 Aust Inf Bdo Gp from LAE to
FINSCHHAFEN at 30 hours notice, Indlications wors that
land attack would be accompanisd by a scaborne )
attack probably in the ARNDT POINT or LANCEMAK BAY aorce.
To combat such an eventuality additional air rocce was
orderod by 5 AP and six dcatroyers wore sont inte tho
VITIAZ STRAITS on patrol., Nightly constal patrols wo: .
nlao carrloed out by our PT boats from LANGEMAK BAY to
tha north,

During the night 13/14 Cct 2/28 Aust Inf 3n losas two
companics was landod at SCARLET BEZACH,

15 Oct.

18,

19.

20,

Activoe patroll and artillery harassing firo our
troops were continued - patrola of 2/3 Aust Prnr Bn
contactad onomy but falled to galn touch with flanking
sub-units and thus onomy inflltratod past the three
forward companiecs of 2/3 just Pnr Bn, During night
14/15 Oct the romainder of 2/28 Aust Inf Sn landod at
SCARIET BEACH ahd tho whole unit camo undor command

24 suat Inf Bde, 2/32 Adst Inf Bn also arrived and came
into divislonnl roserve,

A translation of an Operation Order signed by Lisut
General KATIGIRI 20 Division and datod 12 Oct at
SATELBERG, disclosad that 79 and 80 Regts woroe to attack
and capturo ARNDT POINT aroa including SCARIET BEACH
concurrently with an attack south from BOHGA, Thia
attack was "to be accompaniod by a landing in tha ARNDT
TOINT aroa.

GOC 9 Aust Div had forcsaon the probnbilitg of such an
onomy move and ordors woroe lasuod for tho dofence of
PINSCHHAFER, Tho vital ground to bc hold at all costa
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included the track junctions noar BONGA, NORTH HILL,
tho high ground approximatcly two miles west of SCIRIE
BEACH betwoen River SONG and SATELBERG track necar
JIVEVANENG, FKUMAV/, TIRIMORO, BUTA#ENG, LOGAVENG and
532 Ragt £43 bazc and harbour aroas at DREGER HARBOUR.
Cormnlcr 24 Aust Inf Bdc was warrod of the impending
oncmy attack and 24 Aust Inf Bdo was allotted the
additionzl task of defending the FINSCHHAFEN alrficlad
and made roaponsible for coast wiatching and coeaat
defonce te inclusive QUOJA RIVER,

& Torco of alxty-threo MITCHELLIS and aix MARAUDERS
attacked dump arcas along the onemy L of O at SI0 and
PESCIEL POINT., Tho mission at SI0 and a numbor of hut:z
woro destroyod und fires startod,

T

156 Oct.

Threo oncwmy attacks wero made ngainst 2/17 Aust Inf Bn
in tho JIVEVAIUHG arca, all of which wcre repulsod.
Filghting continucd in this aroca all day, but by night-
fall onomy attacks had petered out, though oloments were
bellovod to ke atill iIn the arca,

Twolve RITCIELIS attacked coastal villagos from REISS
*ODIT to NAMBARIWA dosatroying many huts, Two bargos
wore dostroyed at SI0.

17 Qet,

244

25,

26,

27,

28,

The night 16/17 Oct was qulct until 0300 hours vwhon a
hoavy bombing rald bogan on FRISCHHAFEN aerca, continuing
for an hour but causing no dannga.

At 0350 hours an obacrvation pozt of 2/43 Aust Inf Bn
roportod throc encmy barges moving asouth past BONGA,
At 0415 hours thrcee 36 foot borges landed at tho north

ond of SCARIET BEACH. The landing was a complete failura, -

as tho onomy wero ongagod by 2/28 Aust Inf Bn with MGs
and Bofors 'from tho boach, resulting in two of thd barges
being sunk, and the othor driven off to the north,
Thirty-six onemy who offocted a landing and moved to the
north of tho 30HG RIVER wero dostroyed noxt day on tho
coastal flat by B Coy 2/43 Aust Inf Bne Enemy documsnta
captured from this landing party discloscd the enemy's
intontions to attack wost down tho KATIKA TRACK and then
foan out north to tho aroa SONG RIVER - SCARIET BEACH

and south towards HEIDSBACH,

Lator in the morning the main cnomy land attack bogan,
79 Rogt and 80 Regt attacking from the dircction of
VWAREQ and PALANKO towards tho east and socuthsast and
succgeding in'roaching a line some 3000 yards wost of
SCARIET BEACH,

During the aftornoon the onery attack was continued from
the northwest towards KATIKA and 24 Auat InfBde was forcaed
back to a narrow strip Immediatoly covering SCARIET
BEACH, but with 2/28 Aust Inf Bn still holding KATIKA,
HQ 2/3 Aust Pnr Bn had beon hoavily attacked during the
morning and was forced to vwithdraw into the 2}28 Aust
Inf Bn porimoter at KATIKA. The threo forward companios
of this battaliorn were on tho high ground furthor wost -
nithout communications and cut off from the rest of the
Brigado,

It wna folt that if the cnomy was in a position %o
mount a furthor attack wo might be forced to withdraw
from the northorn dector and, as SCARLET BEACH was ¥ltal
to us for resupply, 1t wns eszontial that tho existing
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gltuntion bo improved., Accordingly GOC 9 Aust Div
requestod that 29 Auat Iaf Bde be zent forwerd irmwdlante-.
ly, na thae whole of his avallable forcos wore cormitted
in the northurn sector, leaving no rosesrve wlth which

to protect PINSCHHAFEN and LANGEKAK BAY should the

cnemy cttompt a further landing in that mea,

29, 24 Aust Inf Bdo waa relioved of reaponszidblliibty for
defonco of thoy FINSCHHAFTH AIRPIEID and by 1630 hours
B Coy 2/28 fust Inf Bn, which had beon occupying
dafonsive positiona neor the "atrip, rejoined the
battalilon in the LATIZA arca.

30, Betwoon 1500 hours and 1585 hours nlre HITCIELIS and
nine BOSTONS accurately bombed and straffed enery
defonces at SATSLSZERG {n support of 2/17 Aust Inf En.

18 Get,

31, At 1020 hours, tan minutas before 2/28 Aust Inf Bn was
to launch a two campany attdck to rostore the situntion
in tha 2/5 Aust Pnr Bn ares, tho anomy leunchod a strong
attack on 2/28 Aust Inf Bn west of VATIKL, Tho attack
contimiod untll 1240 Yours and the onergy was repulsod
with heavy casunltloa, Stirong probing atta-ks against
B and D Coys of 2/43 Auust Inf Bn, which had beon with-
dravn during ths night from GUSIEA - PEHO HILL arca to’
Brigadec reserve on tiw right flank of 2/28 Aust Inf Bn,
voro likowlso unsucccssful, Enomy partles moving past
tha loft flank of 2/28 Aust Inf Bn crosged SIXI CREEXK
but worc ztopped on open ¥unal spurs by dircct
artillory fire. Howover, during the afternoon,cnemy
gloemonts penetratod dowm the SIKI CREEX to tha coast
at SIKI COVE, thoroby cutting off 24 Aust Inf Bde from
the southe 2/28 Aust Inf{ Bn was Cinally withdrawvn to
a tight porimetor covering SCARIET BEACH linking up
with B and D Coyaz 2/43 Aust Inf Bn on ths right.

32, 2/13 Aust Inf Bn loss two companles moved to tho SIKI
CREEK area and took up poaitions cast and wost of tho
conatrl track south of th: crock In order to provent
any further encwmy ponctratlion southwards, which would
¢ndangor the gun ercng in HEIDSBACH PLANTATION and the”
L of to 20 Juat Inf Bdo units on the SATELBERG tracic.
During the night casualtics wora Inflictcd on onormy
partios attempting to inflltrate to tho aouth,

.

33« In the JIVEVANENG aroa during tha night 17/18 Oct the
onomy catoblishod a position astride th: maln track 500
yards a?gt of tho villego,batween 2/17 Aust Inf Bn and

Coy 2/3 fust Pnr Bn, ‘

34. GHG lsauod ordors for tho {rmodiaste mowve 'of 26 Aust Inf
Bde to FINSCHHAFEN and, on tho samo data, . GOC 2 Auat
Corps ordared forwanrd C Squadron 1 Aust Tk Bn and 2/11
Aust Fd Amb,

19 Qct,

35« Conaideradle cncrmy moverent waa hsord during tho night _
18/19 Oct, but ths onamy w23 inactive during tho marning,
which allowed ths beach disfencce in ths SCIRIET BEACE )
aroa to be re-orgeniscd unhindersde D Coy 2/3 Aust Pnr
Bn movod to a positlon on tha SATELBERG track cast of
JIVEVANENG l:aving two companics still forward and
isolatod, Patrolz from 24 Just Inf Bdo attcmptoed
nithout succoszs to contact 20 Aust Inf Bda troops
oporating south of 3IKI CRETE,

)



36 In ordcr to clioxr the nery from SIRI COVE, 1t was
daeid.d that 1t wan nccuasary to recoplurc the high
round cotride th: trock 200 yards wost of ULTIXG,
gurlng th  lute aftornoon & and B Coys 2/28 Aust Inf Bn

geeuwrcd th: featur: ocgainst =light oppoaition, and dug
in, in good positions on the apur thus nluost completely

<nclosing th: cnrmy pockot botweeon WTIKA and the s:za.
o0 Qct,

37. 26 sust Inf 3de, 2/11 fust P4 .mb and € San 1 fust Tk Bn
dlacrborked at LHGSHAE BLY botwesn 0300 hours znd 0400
houra, 7The asrrival of those troeps rolicwv.d the situztion
ag 9 Aust Div hnad now an adsquabs roz:rve and the position

-

in thy arca TLRISCHILEFDN - LANGEMLK BLY was strongthoinced,

38, Duc to stubborn sn:my rialsvancs, on: Coy 2/28 iust Inf
Bn was unsucceasful in an attompt to cicct the cnomy
from SIKI COVE and contact 2/13 Aust Inf Bn. Howover,

a fighting patrol fron thisz bettnllon, moving south
through our pozitlons wzab »f XATTAL, contactod 2/13
Aust I Bnrhiahidurlng th: day, hed Inflictcd casualtics
on th: oncmy moving along th: north bonk of the 31T
CREZK, ULins wua lald, thus rce-cstablishing linc
corzunication to HY O just Div,

39, Tactleal roconnziasancs alreraft droppad amrmnitloen,
retiony and missagsy contalning ordera to withdraw, on
th: igolnicd Coys of 2/3 Aust Pnr Bn,

21 Oct.
Q*

40, Ahggreassivs patrolling by nur trsops took placs on all
acctors, ond the iselat:id Coys of 2/3 Aust Pnr BA
rZturncd to within the 24 Aust Inf Bde perimater, B Coy
2/32 iust Int Bn arrived at SCAIET #2-0% and came under
cormand 2/28 fuat Inf Bn, During the afternoon this
company occupied o poaltion between the SC/RIET BEACH
perimaster and the left flank of the forwird companies
of 2/28 [ ':nt Inf Bn,

41, Throughou!t the doy the anemy woa heavily pounded by
artillery ~nd nortrrz and continuously horagsed from
north and zouth Ly nachine gun and rifle fire, with ths
reault that, during the night 21/22 0ct, he cvacuated
his positions from the mouth of the SIK] CREEK to
Inclunive HATIKA.

42, Botween 1120 ard 1150 hours sixty-one LIMERATORS bombed
anamy ‘supply ond dxfcnslive positions ot S.TRLBERG and
VitREQ, Both villoges and the irmwdinte crcos wore
covircd by htavy bombs and th- villages rcported
demolished, Two hours lator rinctoon MITCIZLLS bonbed
and ptreffed the asame tarcots. These zireraft reported
that both SLIELBERG ~nd YiREOQ aranss had bean laft
dzvastated by the heavy bombers, In 2ll, 230 tons of
bombs worce droppod.

22 Oct.

43. 2/28 iust Inf Bn mopped up thr crco SINI COVE - KATIKA
and the ~nsny withdrow Cron close eontact weat of SCARIET
BEACH thun cnabling 24 fust Inf Bde to oxtond the '
JC./RIET BR.CYH porimcter,

44, The boundary betueon 24 Aust Inf Bde and 26 fuat Inf Bde
wan made SIKI CHEEX cxelusiv: &n 26 Aust Inf Bdce The
balance af 2/32 sust Inf Or. arrived of SCARIET BEACH
and 2/3 Aust Par Bh 1h23 ons conpany woas withdrawn to
th: PIISCHHAFEN alrileld, 2/13 Aust Inf Bn lcss two
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corpanics rslicvsd D Coy 2/3 Aust Pnar Bn on S.LTELBEERG
track and cstoblished contzct with onemy cost of 2/17

auat Inf Bn ot JIVEVAIZENG,

4% 1945 hours th: cncoy nnds 2 hoavy attack castwords
2atride thr ILTIHGL traclk agoinat 2/28 dust Inf Bn
positions on ths K.TIKA zpur but waz driven back after
suffspring heavy craunlticos. During th: poriod of

nttacks the oncmy positions wost of KATIFS, werz conatante=

1y sholled and nortarcd,

Nine MITCHELLIS Bonbed HAS/ANGKOO village and tha track

1000 yords west, ond ten RITCHEELLS bombed crncmy barge
and asupply carcas near LAXONA village and at the ntouth
of the MiS/WSUG RIVER, Bombing on both torgcta waa

rcported cccuratc with a probeble armunition durp being
hit at the mouth of the MASAVENG RIVER,

23 Oct,
———p————

47

48,

49,

51.

During thc day adjustnonts wore nade to nur pesitions
in tho SCARIET ER/CH area, 2/32 Aust Inf Bn rclicved
2/28 Aust Inf Bn on the spur west of KATIKA and C Coy
2/43 sust Inf Bn rcjoined its battalion in XOGTH HILL
apca after being ri:licvaed "on tho SATEISSAG track by
troops of 20 Aust Inf Bde,

D:girning ot 1800 hours aond cont:inu!n.g throughout tho
night, attacks wcre laundhod againat 2/32 Aust Inf Bn
2s%ride the KLTIEA traclk, but all were ropulsad with
hiavy cnsunltics.

During ths dny Lt-Gon MOASHEAD discussced fubturc opcrot-

lons with GOC 9 fust Div ot PINSCICIAFEN. It was dacidcd

that an additional Infantry brigede was r:quired in th:
ercg boforec 9 fust Div could nasuma the off-nsive., This

dzcision was approved by NEW GUINEA Force and 4 Aust Inf

Bde (lcss 22 Auast Inf Bn which had en nmoved to
FINSCHILAFEN ovorland fron L/E) wes noved fro: WE in

amall craft, Thin move bzgan on 30 Oct nnd was complsted
4 aust Inf Bde taking over the d:fcnces in the

by 8 !Iovg
arce FINSCHHAFGN « LANGEMAX BAY - DREGER KiRBOUR,

On the snrie day, th: firat US unit, 808 Engincor Bn,
landcd at LANGEMAK BAY, and frorm this datc therc was a
constant streant of Ancrican units, vchicles, and storcs
into "the DREGER HARBOUR arca for airfiocld construction
worke Thz €nsk was to build z2irficld anccormodation for
ono group of fighters {approximately 100 aireraft) to
be basod there, and also stoaging arcas for one group of
fightora and ona group of mddium bomber afrcraft, thia
work to bo corploted not later than 1 Dece The nain
object of tho atrlp was to ¢nable our aireraft to

pravidc continuocus fighter cov:-r ovor the VITIAZ STRAITS

with the ultimato plan’of supporting lending opcrations
in =wcatern NEW BRAITATM, The incroased range the atrip
providod also cnablod ocur fightors to incroasc thoir

tine over targcts such ns YWEWAK and RABAUL and the carly

interccption of creny air forces nttarpting to roach
our mnln baascs at DOBODURA ond HADZAB, .

At night PT boats attrcked four cnery barges off NANDA -
and infacc of "firc fron the barges and a shoro battcry,
dostroyed two of thanm.

24 Oct.,

52,

Thr oncry continually attaclked from the wzst and northe
weat In the KATIRA ridgo arcza both during 24 Oct and
night 24/25 Oct, During th: night hc posttionod -
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a 75 rm gun sbout 75 yards forward of our forward
dofended loca2itics, but this was destroycd 'by ono of
our 2 poundcrs brought forward for the task,

25 Oct.

53, 2/32 Aust Inf Bn wnz in cloac contect with the cnemy west
of KATIKA, and in othor azctors patrolling was continu:d.
During thce night 25/26 Oct tho cnon¥hfvacuatcd the
position north and south of the TIKA treck to the highor
ground to tho narthwosat,

54, Infornntion had been rocoived that an onoryy roginment
was arriving ot BONGA on 25 Oct to attack from the rnorth
towards the SONG RIVER, but cpart fron a patrol clash In
the coastal arca cast of HORTH HILL, th: attack did not
eventunto,

55, During an air rald on HQ 9 Aust Div on the night 25/26
Oct, Brig GOODWIN, CRA © Aust Div, was killod,

56, attacks wore carricd out by ninc BOSTONS agnlinat cnerry
dofcnsive poaitiona and suspocted supply durps betwocen
KILIGIA and LAKONA, ond at th? nouth of tho MASAWNENG
RIVER,

57. Whilst on 2z coactal patrol to SI0 during the night, cur
PT bonts roportod that signal lights followed tho .
noveront of tho cr~ft nlong tho const which indicated
that tho cnemy had cstablished a coast-watching syaten.
Baach lights obacerved appocred to ba used for locading
enorry bargosz into off londing points.

58, Caaucltios,.
3 phage cajualtics wero as under :-

(2) Eneny : Killed : 648, (approximately)

(b) Own KIA WIk, -~ uIAQ TOTAL.
Offra,OR. 0ffrs.OR, Ofirs.OR. 0ffrs,.OR.

S 90 a8 227 - 1 13 318

Fhaso 2 =~ Proparations for the Offunslivs.

Goneral.

l. At thila stnge it hod becon approciatod thot tho vitanl
ground In the aroa wis thoe SATELBERG fecaturo and tho
ridge GUSIKA - WAREO, Posscaslon of thosc fontures
would dony the cnorry observdtion of tho coastline as
far south ng DREGER HARBOUR, and would also control a
nunbor of 1rportant tracks -« notably the inland track
from KaLASA, tho track from the ridéh HUEE district -
centrod on JOANGENG ond KULUNGTUFU, and soveral routes |
down to tha coazt ot GUSIKA, KILIGIA, and LAKONA, From
WAREO nlso radiated tracks to SATELBERG, PALANKO and

NONGORA = all of thom supply routos for cnerry forcos
in thoeo localitios and alaoc lines of approach to our
forcoa In tho SCARIEZT BEACH and FRISCHEAFEN aroas, Tho

ocepture of tho GUSIKA = VAREQ lino would thercfore both
sccuro tho FINSCHIAFEN arca and provide tho grqund f{rom
which an offcnaive could boa ianunchod to drive the oncrry
fron thé HUON PENDISULA, While the cnomy hold SATELEERG

howovor, tho laoft flank of any drivc northward along tho
coaast towards GUSIKA would bec opon to attacke 9 Aust Div

thoroforo cnvisaged two prolininary noves befare the
advance on VAREO, firatly the capturo of SATELEERG, and
sccondly, the galning of control of the track junction
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in the BONGA arce to cut thc cnemy supply line t9 the
coast ond opcn the WAREQ fonture to attack {ram tho cast.

On 25 Cct Maj=Gen P H.EZRAYMAN thon DCGE arrived at HQ

9 Aust Div ncar SIMBANG and dlscusacd the positlon with
GOC 9 aust Div, At this stago the frmediante taska of

9 Aust Div werote

{a) To nrrango for tho defenco of PINSCHEUFER and
LANGEMAK BAY, )

(b) to straighton the forwnrd dafonsive localltics
and clindnato ernermy forces astride tho SATELBRARG
traclk botween 2/17 Aust Inf 3n and 2/13 Aust Ing
Bn .

(c) to rogroup In proparation for the offensive.

To corry out theaso tosks Lt was re-affirrod that the
SATELEERG featurce and the ridgo GUSIKA = VWAHEO, should
be socured cnd that prossurce should bo natintdined on the
cneryy 50 that we could retain the initictivo,

Qutline Surmminry.

6o

Te

The defeat of the cneny counter offznsive onabled us to
regune preparntions and planning for the copture of
SATELBERG vith o vicw td gubscquent advance to GUSIKA =
WAREQ line. Accordingly, until 17 Nov when the attack

on SATELZERG bogan, 9 Aust Div was ongaged in rcorganise-
ing itz positiona and buillding up supplics in proparation
for the offensives A porlod of activo and aggrdssive
patrolling war carrlcd out over the whdle front, Forward
oneryy positions werd located In dotall, his patrols
ambushed and sniped, and he was continually horassed
birartilldry concentrations and by alr bombing and
cetraffing,

Dogplte corcmunication difflculties, reacrve supplles in
the forwerd arcas wore bullt'up to 20 deys for 500
porsonnel in thoe KUMAWA aroa, and 20 days for 1000 ~
poraonnel in the SATELBERG arcn. The nurber of nntivo
carrlors allottod to 26 Auvst Inf Bdo wns incronsed

to 600 = a numbor gufficicent to carry for the whole
Brigade on a ono=dcy turn round. Divisional Enginoors
woro ongaged in bullding nnd irproving roads in tho
FINSCHHAFEN =~ SCARIET BEACH aron, ond in naintaining tho
tracks to KUMAWA and JIVEVANENG, Tho supply aystom by
snall eraft from LAE was improved by tho Introduction of
a rogular ayaten of LCTs ond 187,

A closo study of onecmy supply routes was nade, and
intcnsifiad PT boat activity agninst barges end submerines
oporating botween KIARI and BONGA was instituted. It
was Jnown that NAMBARIVIA, whoro subnarines fram NZW
BRITAIN and barges from MADANG discharged thelr cargo,
was his nain forward basc, From this point supplios ond
troops prococdod south along tho ‘coast in Barges to
staging points at SIALUN, KANOMI, WALINGAI, WANDOKAI

and LAXONA or oworland to a’vory linited degroq via tho
inland track XKALASA = WAREO, All locotad s%gg dump
arcas and tracks on his L of C woro bombod and straffod.

An olr attack plen was gubmitted to, and approved by

5 AP, dosigned to dlsrupt tho onomy L of € to thé raximm
oxtont atarting on D=5 and continuing until D day.
Unfortunatoly woathor and unforezocon cormitmonts preventcd
tho plan being put into offect in 1ts dntirety, and the
prograrmo wes comprossed into two days,
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During this pcriod, and In subsoquent phasecs of the
carpalgn, GOC 2 Auat Corps atroascd the {rportance of
faggd nr%lllcry as a battle winning wcaopon. In order
to angure that artillory playod a prcdominent part in
the PINSCHHAFE!N oporationa, action was takon to expe™’
the nmove forwkrd of nn additional f1o0ld rcgireht (?/C
Auat Pa Regt), A request that more 155 re: guns bo
gont forwerd to gupport land oporations was refused
as it waa considorod that 25 pounders wore niorc suitable
for the task beccouse they presonted lose difffcultices
in rognard to novoront and armunition supply.

For tho first tinc dwring this oporation it was

intondod to use MATIIDA tonks in support of the infantr;.
Conaidorable procautions worc taken to cnsurc that the
prosonco of tho tanks In thc arca wa~ not lmpwn to tho
onorys This was achiovod, as the use of tanks care

s ao complota surprizo to’tho encry, who had no

offoctive countor at hard,

Daily Surnary,

26 Oct,

10.

Both 24 and 26 Aust Inf Bdea pushod thoir forward
dofonaive localitics furthor weat to ground woll
aulted to defonc:, giv a dopth of ‘more than 1200

yerds, fron KATIKA and SCARIET BUACH, The conatruction
of o s30lid dofonce lino in dopth was cormenced and )
stand ing patrols wore eatzdblished on all 1likely approap™ -

27 Oct.

11,

Moverent In"all sactors was confined to patrol activies.
thore woro soveral minor pafrol clashes, opnd casunlt’
woro Inflicted on the encmy, These fighting patrols
woent out oach dey on the wholo front with orders to
locate and attack ths rotroating onemy, The Onory was
to bo prevonted digping in and constantly harriod
perticularly with artillery mnd mortars. For this
purposc forwnrd obsorwvation officorsa were nttached to
oach patrol with corrunications by z2ssaulb cablo and
w%rclcaa te tho guns,

28 Oct,

12,

13,

14,

Prossurc wnas onintained on onomy posttions in tho
JIVEVANENG arcn by 2/13 Aust Inf Bn and 2/17 Aust Inf
Bn, one platoon of 2/13 Aust Inf Bn edv cing to within
15 yards of forward cnory positiona. 2/13 Aust Inf Bn
had nmovod up the SATELBERG track to nasiat in
liquidating tho atrong cnemy pockot astride the track
in order to roopen ths main L of C to 2/17 sust Inf Bn
at JIVEVANENG.

Pour THUNDERBOLT3 carricd out a swoop nlong tho RAI
coast, straffed SIO misaion, and huts at SIALUM ISLAND
stort nany firds, Two ﬁargen wore dostroyed on the
boach noar KANOKI,

During tho night €wo PT boats attackod two enorty barge.
off BLUCHER POINT, Both wore damaged and one probably
aunks Piro fron 3 inch and 20 rm guns on tho shore
was encountorod,
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28 Oct. - 20 -

By vigorsus patrolling ond the uso of firc powor the
cr{cnybhad nofr becn forcod fran the wholo aras hold by’

9 Aust Div bofors the cncry countor attacks cormoncod,
with the oxcoption of tho omomy pocked, approxinately

ono campany in strengthynatride the track st 500 yards
oast of JIVEV.AITHG. The olimination of this pocket

was an oasontinl prolindnary to tho fnter brigado rclief
and the bullding up of roscrve dumpsa ct JIVEVAKEHG in
prapardtion for the capturs of SATELIERG,  The cnomy

in this position wz2a by now woll dug in znd had withatood
alnost continiuouz hnrmoring by artlllcery and mortara
since 18 Oct. Progawre was naintalned againat this
pocket, 2/13 Aust Inf Bn pushing forwerd and diggir

in on Eha horth slde of tha road, and elcrments of "2/17
fugt Inf Brn occunyine a position on the south sido of tho
road 600 yards cast of JIVEVANENG +illcpge with the
objoct of proventing the enerry sniping at sur partles
carrylis supplics nlong the TARCEO trocl: to 2/%7 fAust

Inf Bn,

PT boats horadsed oncmy barge traffic as far woat as
IZPSIUS POINT, On night 29/30 Oct oncry shorc battorios
fron vicinity VIICEE POINT cngogod our FPT boats to =
rongo of four nillos,

30 O0ct,

17.

20 Aust Int Bde continued to maintaln proassurc cgainst
the encry pocket cast of JIVEVAEIG with 2/17 aust Inf
Bn from the wost and 2/13 Aust Inf Bn fron tho caste
During thc day the lcttor battalion capturdd two poasts,
subsoquontly ropulsing two counter attacka.

Advarsc woathor condlifonz precvented the attack by

twolve VULTEE VEXNGEUNCE divo ‘bombors on gun positlons
twoen SI0 and VINCEE POINT, slx cirvcraft jottidoning

thoir bombs on SATELBERG with unobsorvod results,

31 oOct. 3

19,

.

During the morning an attack by approximately one
corpany of enery agalnat 2/13 Aust Inf Bn wea ropulsod
with casucltios, Tho dnemy was rerorted to bo holding
tho track from VW.REQO to FIOR in strongth.

1:“0‘!.

20,

21,

Both 2/13 Aust Inf Bn and 2/17 Aust Inf Bn wero in closo
contact’ with th: onery pockot canst of JIVEVARENG,
Action un other fronts was confined to patrola.

Puring tho night PT boats sanx two bargas and damagoed
anotheor off WALDICGAL and sholled tho shoro battory at
BLUCHER POINT,

2 Hove

22,

In the JIVEVAIENG aron 2/13 Aust Inf Bn carriod out a
domonstratior #hilat 2717 Aust Inf Bra Puzhdd dowki tho™
road nnd, ofter Jighting thrauched! tho day, nede some
progross against haavy oppocition, Patrols—on othor -
fronts did not nako contact oxcopt on tho 2600 #pwh

2500 yards wont of HATIKA, whero a strong onory position
was locatod, 26 Aust Inf 8do rocolved orders td reliowve
20 Aust Inf Bdo in tho JIVEVANENG - RUMAWA aron.

Tho alr offonsive dirccted agninat tho onesy L of C wasn
contimcd and during tho afternoon twolve VULTEE VENGEAICES
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succogsfully dive=bombad NAMBARIWA villege, and aupply
durpa. Nino BOSTONS bombed and stroafféd troop
concontratidns and guaspectod dwrp arons along the BONGA=-
VARED trocic,

Dupring thec nicht PT boats sank tws barpes three nlles
north of BLUCHER pOXNT,

3 HOV.
mep————

"
e

g
(3]
»

Patrols from 2/13 Aust Inf Bn found that the cnomy had
withdrown durdng the night from his positiong aatride

the maln road anct of JIVEVAMENG, Thooo patrols made
contact with 2/17 Aust Inf Bn thus rcopcning the
SATELHEZRG tracks 2/13 Aust Inf Bn nmnde contact with the
onory withdrawing north towards the 2600 fecaturo and ]
2/17 Augt Inf Bn attackod oncmy still in poasition in the
vicinity of JIVEVANENG, driving them off the high ground,
The onomy counber aftncked but was driven off, at lcast
twvanty beling killed,

4 iust Inf Bde complctod its3 rove from LAE and wes rade
rogponsiblo [or tho scaward and landward protection of
tho croa PINSCIZIAFSH - LANGEMAK BAY,

During tih: night five bargos loacded with storecs noving
gsoutiicnat dowm thc cocst wore sunk off ITILANOA by PT
boata.

4 Hove

-
2C.

Pptrola from 24 Auzt Inf Bdo operating weztward from
SCARLET BEACH perlmoter reportcd no contact, but patrolcs
to the north’located cnemy In the cocomuts at BOKGA and
on PLi0 HILL, During the day patrols from 2/43 Aust Inf -~
Bn locatod positions caast of the coastal track three milcs
south of BOIGA, and reported conalderablé moviment in
both dircctiens along the BONGA - WAREQ traclze During tho
night 4/5 liov, thc clery withdrew from his positions 303
yarda northwest of JIVEVANENG whore Ko hnd boen driven

by 2/17 Aust Inf Bn the previous day.

5 Nov,

29,

3l

26 Aust Inf Bde correcncod the relief of 20 Aust Inf Bdeg
in tho JIVEVANENG arca 2/24 Aust Inf Bn rolieved 2/17
Aust ' Inf Bn vhich returnced to the HELDSBACH PLANTATION
araf. 2/15 Aust IAf Bn corrrenced Policving 2/-10 gt Inf
Bn in the HATIKA = 'IDLOSBACH arca, tho relicf being
conplotod on 6 Hove Patrols from 2/43 Aust Inf Bn

roported that thc onery had withdrevm from thc coostal
arce onat of NORTH HILL,

At 2340 hours PT boatas alghted two cnery type I
gubnarines on the surtace throe niiles north of BLUCIER
POINT, (This type of subnarine had prcviocusly been uscad
for tranaporting supplloa f{rom RABAUL to L‘E*. ™vo of &
throo torpoedocsz firod scored hits; bub, although a large
area of dlscolourcd wnter wes scen, no wrockage was
obacrvad,

5 liova

An obsorvaticn poat which hnd beon catablished by o
dotachment from 2/43 Aust Inf Bn and PIE, boside the”
BONGA = WARED track, reported cnomy movorwnt both ways
along the track. It appoared that thia track was boing
used by small partles carrying 3upplios and arrunition,
brought down the conrst by barge, inland to the troopsa
in WARLO - SATELEZRG area, 2/43 Aust Inf Bn noved into
the JIVEVAYENG arca proprratory to passing through




B

2/24 Aust Inf Bn in order to becomw the forward battalion
of tho brigadeo.

7 doVe

32, Intonsive rocce by infantry patrols and by artillery, irnl
and infantry officors wore carricd out on thoe wholo 26
fust Inf Bdo front with tho object of provonting cnomy
rocco, lécating his posltionez and determining routes of
approach, Bnewy novernant along tho BONGA =~ WAREO track
continuod,

33« During the night PT boets strnffcd and probably destroyed
two borges on the beach noar the mouth of the TEWAL RIVER,

g Yov.

34e¢ Active patrollini wos continued in all scctors of tho
9 Aust Div fronte A platoon of 2/46 Aust Inf Bn, with
hoavy artilicry and nortar support, attacked and occuplod
WHITY ROCK foaburg 700 yards woast of JIVEVANENG, killing
and wounding five,

9 Nov.
m

35e MNine MHATIIDA tonks which cormenced to nove from KEDAM
on 7 lov roachod tholr asscobly arca in the thick
bamboo just wost of JIVEVANENG,

36+ At 2255 hours four barges hoavily loaded with stores”
moving aouthdaat down tho conat wore sunk by PT boats
of f WALDNGAX,

10 Nov.

37« Our patrols again probed the crea extensively for znemy
positions and owr artillory was activo, Adv HQ 9 Aust
Div oponod at LAUNCH JETTY,

33« At night two bargos loadod with stores woro sunk by
PT boats off AGC and anofhor unloading stores on the
beach was doatroyode Lator contact was made wifth an
cnory submarine four miles gouth of TAMI ISLAND,

1) Mov. X

30« Tatrols wora actlive on all fronts, In the villago of
SISI, about thirty JAPS wore fired on by a patrol fronm
2/49 Aust Inf Bn,

40 GOC 2 Aust Corps visitcd FINSCHHAFEN arco with Brig
S H'PORTER, who was to takec over cormsand of 24 Aust Inf
Bdo, Tho GOC strcssed tha nocossity for planning to
gocuro a position to cut the BONGA = WAREO tracke Ho
consldorod thla to be the maln onomy L of C and that
tho onomy roaétions to such a movo by us would roveal
itas importanco,

4l. During tho night two barges londod with troops and
noving north wors infcrcoptod by PT boats ono milo south
of CAFE KING WILLIAM. The bargos wore deatroyed, though
soma of tho porsonncl oscaped. This wag tho firat
aighting of bargos carrying troops moving north,

12 HOVP . .
42, Minor patrol olnshos occurred in various scctors and
cnorty positions wore shelled,
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GOC 2 Auat Corps discussod the plan of attack with
Corriander 26 Aust Inf Bdo and studled the terrain
over which tho attack was to take placo.

vrig S H PORTER assuned cormand of 24 Aust Inf Ode
fron the Acting Cormandor Lt-Col SIMPSON 2/17 Aust
Inf Dn,

Sarge off loading pointa and onony sunply bases at
RIARI woro accuratoly borbed by six MARAUDERS and
¢levon MITCIELIS and a bargo carrying armnition vas
sunk by FT boats off LIEPSIUS POINT,

13 Hove

‘}G .

-

17,

Purther onorry positions wore locatod by 9 Aust Div
patrols and subjocted to artillery firc,

GOC 2 Aust Corps and GOC'9 Aust D1y visited the
front of 24 Aust Inf Ddo. Tha Corps Cormander
irprossed on tho cormander 24 Aust Inf 3Bdo tho
importance of incroasing his brigade roierve as he
irproved hls forward defondod localitios,

14 Hov. T
= e ] .

40,

49,

51,

15 Hov,

Comandaer 26 Augt Inf Sdo Inforned GOC 2 Aust Corps
that he was ready to borin the attack on SATELIERG

but requirod forty-oight hours notice, Tha GOC

diracted that tho attack be carrled out as soon as

possible and GCC'O Aust Div fixed the dnte for the

attack an 17°Hov, a day oarlier than hu originally
contorplatod,

GOC 2 Aust Corps visited rwdlcal installntions in
the SDABANG nrea and arranged that netion be taken
to improve conditlons and alleviante thoe etnosphere
of depresslon oxisting thero,

Two aquadrons of MITCHELLS carriod out an extonsive
search progrartie along thé onoxy L of C, “Arcas
bonbed included NAMBARIWA, HUZEN, ECLANOA, CAPE
KING WILLIAM, SIALUM and KANONI, Straffing passes
worc also nade in these nrcas and north to WASU -~
and KIARI and along the tracl ZAGAHEMI - WALINGAI,

PT boats sankt four bLarges during tho night, two off
HARDENUZRG POINT and onmo cach off CAPE RING WILLIAM
and REISS POINT, Off IZLAHOA POINT the boats wore
subjoct to heavy fire from what wis thought to be
four threo inch dual purpose guns, By now oleven
gun astationd nad boon located from VICKE POINT to
CAPE SILIDA, which indicatod that tho onery was
naking a sorious attompt to counter the continuoun
and danaging attacka by PT boata on his coastwine
barge traffic so vital fer hls supplles

52, Patrol nctl%lty to locato cnemy positlons, and

artlllery proparations for the attack on 4 ATELLLRG
continuod., 2/48 Aust Inf Un patrols reportod that
the onorry had concontrated on COCONUT RIDGE near



s o the main track and that GRZZN RIDGE was occupled, At
e this stage cfforts wcre made to penctratc tho outpost
sercen across the froant of 26 sust Inf Bdoc secetor in

order to doterning the main encemy defcensive positions.

53. Althouzh heavy fire was encountcred fron the shore PT ,
AN boats sank two barges necar CAPE KING WILLIAM. This shore
i gun had apparently been reccently installed to protcet the |
i . eneny barge staging point at SIALUM,

54, Gagunlticg
fﬂr 7 Casualtics during this phase werc as unders
8 (a)  Enemy illed B Total
(ipprox) 305 6 311
(b) oOw R1A Wl I Total
0 oraon offfta op offeson  offreron

1 31 2 135 - 1 3 167

S Bhage 3 - The jttack opn SATELBERG and the PABY Ovcration
= Gegeral
- 1. On 16 Hov GOC NEW GUINEA Forec visited 1Q 2 Aust Corps at
DOBODURA and discussed the 9 Aust Div situation., Gen
BLAMEY had written to GOC NEW GUINEA Force suspesting
: an advance northwards along the coast, GOC NEW GUINEA
R Porce agreced with GOC 2 Aust Corps that, as a preliminary -
L . to this advance, 1t was cssential to sccurc SATELBERG a:d
: ridge GUSIKA -~ JAREO, and so cnsurc the protection of
o rILSCHUHAFZR. It was rcaliged that, by thrcatening the
e eéncmy coastal supply linc, a drivc northwards along the
coast might forcGe the enemy to abandon the whole WAREC
position, Consequently, it was considered imperative that
this advance begin as soon as possible, At this stagc 9
E Aust Div was apprechensive of an attack on the coast i its
L rear if the advancc progressed too far north without
adequate seaward protcction., In ordcr to assist 9 Aust
Div it w2z decided that the following would be moved
forward to the FINSCHHAFEN area at the earliest dato
possiblaos~

(a) Rcinforccments for 9 Aust Div.

(b) Additional natives to rclecase 4 Aust Inf Bde for )
operations as portion of the brigade was employed in
unloading ships and general labour duties in the

o FIKSCHHAFEN area,

(¢} An additional tank squadron to bring 2 Aust Corps
% tank strongth up to that of a tank battalion less
A one squadron,

2, GOC 2 Aust Corps informed GOC NEW GUINEA Forec that, once.
the maln attack started, contimious prossurc would ée
maintalncd and that hc had imprcsscd on his Commanders
the necessity for making fullest use of the forty-eight
25 pounders which were availablc Cor thc opcration,

3, On 16 liovy as a preliminary to the attack on SATELBERG,
2/48 Aust Inf Bn capturcd GREZN RIDGE and the junction
SATELBERG track - KUMAWA - SISI track, On the samc day
2/4 Aust Cav (Commando) Sqn rclieved 2/23 Aust Inf Bn,
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at KUMAYA thus roleasing the battallon for tho attack,
and 2/24 Aust Inf Bn moved nerthwest sccuring a bridgo-
o hend over thd SIKI RIVER {n proparation for an attack
L on HILL 2600, A% 0700 hours 17 Lov tho maln assault ~
'? bogan with the throo battalions gupportod by artillory
modium machine guns znd tankas. 2/48 Aust Inf B2n attacked
from tho GREEN RIDGE foaturo wost nlong the SATELZEERD
track, 2/23 Aust Inf Bn from KUMAWA north towards SISI
end tho STESPLE THEE [fcaturae, ‘and 2/24 Aust Inf Bn
townrds HILL 2600 and PALANKO, Tanks woro omployod with
2/48 Aust Inf Bn along tho SATELESHG trnck and tholr uso
T groatly assisted the infantry, and undoubtodly saved
S many 6asusltios, Against atrong opposition, the first
T phaso, tha cepturc of tho STEEFLE TREE featuro, was
: complatod on 20 Hov. Tho attack thon continued agalnst
. lesaon opposition and culminated in tho capture of
the SATELBERG feature on 25 YNov.

4e On 22 Y¥ov, in an attompt to relieve tho preasurc on his
SATELBERG garrlson, tho onomyy launchod a two pronged
attack from the north and northwist against our posltions
north of tho SONG RIVER, Thls attack was a completo
falluro arid th: onemy suffcrod heavily in mon and
aquipriont,

- 5., Tho PABU operatlion was carrled out by 2/32 Aust Inf Bn

: : lesy one company, which solzed the foaturo on 19 tlov
and hold 1% mgalnat atrong cnemy countor attacks until
28 Nov when the sltuatlion wes ensed by the northérn
advance nlong the coast by 2/28 suit Inf Bn. The
operations achievod a dual purpose, which waz to cut
the enomy L of C along thoe track BONGA =~ WAREO at’tho

N vital atago during operationa In tlo forward area, and

2 to socuro ground froz which’an attack could bo devoloped

' : against WAREO from the onat, This operation also partly

0 disorganised the cnemy plan for tho counter offenalve

launchod on 22 liov.

e Throughout thia phase our artillery ongnged dofinito
tergota during danylight to asslst tho forward movonmont
of the infantry, and by night haranasing fire was omploycd
on known cncry aroas and areas of llkoly enomy movoment,
Conaocguontly thc onomy noevor felt comnletoly sccuro
olthor by day or night and this undoubtedly had conaldor-
able offoct on hlz moralo,

7e¢ He wna definitely short of food, being on ono third
rations only, and from the amount of cquipmont abandoncd
1t was now apparcent that his fighting quality had
deoteriorated, and that his abllity to rosist was dwindling:
From thls poriod onwards he was Ilncapnblo of o large

scnlae offensive end could only offer stubborn rusistance
to our further ndvanco.

‘ B8Be Map 3 nttached showa forwnrd dispositions of 9 Auat Div

_ and onomy approximate locetions and strengths as at 16
‘Hov 43 cnd nap 4 shows diagrammatlcally tho progross of
operationa In thoe SATELBERG - WAREO « BONGA araans fronm
16 Yov to 17 Doo 43,

Dally Surmanrvy,.
;g OV,

9. A and D'Cops 2/48 iuat Inf Bn, with honvy artilldry
support, capturod tha cadtern ond of GREEN RIDGE, and
advancing along tho spur, sccured tho SATELBERG brack-
SISY track Junction. Tho onery gorrison vias ‘routed, and
numorous woapons and much equipriont capturod,
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10, 2/4 fust Cav {Somenando) Sqi ceme under cormend 26 Aust
Inf 8dc znd rollowved 2/23 just Inf Bn abt XKUMAWA thus
vrelcasing the whole battnlicn lor tho attack., 2/24
Aust Inf Bn zmoved northryrez: ani sczured a bridgehoad

ipnthgs

over river SIKI In peonvnenilon for !4s rttack on BILL
2600, '

11, Early irn the movnlng thletrebus SINITILIS and nine
WARAUDERS 4 gupzrrt of ‘__.,,,..,,« '.:*oogs cttackod enemy
supply dwips uyd sivoude t-ffu”? oqp‘tha.supply routos
at GUSIEL, FLoR, WiANC, LAl 2T/, WALINGAI and
Py
e IOJ\.

12, During tiv night Y Yezés oun wisrol obazrved considaorable
tv'oon novonset alon- Lis conr bl tracl batweon SIALUM and
LII LI and A W01 an Ynir boach at SIALUM,

17 liov.
=L ploY .
13. at '70»}' . U, TR ‘3:‘.3 x:.._n nttQCko
2/48 Aust Ing anty wnd heavy
artill‘“;;, st _‘ arelomer L flse andvanced wost
along the .- EOEG ek readr gt 3lfP opmosition In
vory ,_135*_ _u-lt coratey, T frack van :1"0*4_, a narrow
ridge coverci !v thel bamtas oilch mede Infantry move~
aent AIfflovls ool the lanctlor of onenmy pozitions a
long -l arduser Lack; ...!‘-'f.:".':*-.;-r' oy iac* light tha
+ ]

-

H ¥
battallcon hal sucooednd & oo .;3 a fowoting south of
the tracxk on GOOOIUT 3L3U. . tanks verc confined to
tho trank bui -urce veTy aflectl f against dugein enemy
pesltiona. 200 aast Inf En nivancud nceording.  to
plan: & cov on tha richt secwes O SIST and niado contact
with 2/48 Zutt inr Pn Javlre . omoen itng} € Coy on the
left advanzod stons 2200 yayds “ut was held up by strong
onary doforr vy eun the slupey of thy STEEZPIE TFE feature.

14, An alr strike In suppori of the attnck was to have been
carriod ot by Lhilrtiean squadrons of LIEERATORS and
MITCHELLS, it swing Yo the wartlor only one asquadron of
divg..bgmb‘_‘:'_ vhinh dog v Lyvd Hobha In MASANGKOOQ villaga,
was nble to fob £l .ruch,

154 Por tho firect tlme hravy shore flre succeodod in driving
off our PT boals whon thoy 1tteunted to attadk three
bargea off I/RDINBERG POINT dw-lng the night,

18 Nov

16, SATEL3ERG Sachgr, 3y 1107 ' i L0 S8t =l Bn had
socurod CCCONUT h-pJu, the Irr: main dnemy position
covori".g thz aporoesh to SATLTVRG avm, wlth tanks 1in -
supporu, conbimizd thn nifncl n a.:airad astrong opposition

along the Sa‘.T.“.L‘"?G trnc e Iy 1.4t light tha situation
s thnt 2/42 ;uzt Inf Bn was in a position about 1000
yards wost of tiy! 3IST traci: jur”Lisl, A and C Coys
2/23 Ast Tnt En, ui"ahrlnb Yoz tho wostovn track from
FUEAWA, hod roaviil e potilion tany the MARARUO track
unction aouth of STEEPIz W B nd 2/24 iust Int Bn was

>
n c¢lose contacti with JAP forco: ou HILL 2600,

M

17, Durinrg the mrro peng: rvide by 79 and 80 ¥nf
Regta mon U0 76 Jaby Hogy” Yo b vmﬂ‘nﬁ 1 as infantry
and wero thion re POL L B0 be Wil suns, It was now
thought tha* Shey had abt lcent o buniery of aix 75 mm
guns Iin tho riocn,

...
o
=]
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-
po ]
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18. Contral Socteor. In 20 Just Tuf Zde sector C Coy 2/15
- Rug® Inf B ocers fad TLRABIL and natrolled "to the north-

west to dlatract and dlsperze crezy forcos.
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19, Northopn Scctor. 24 Aust Infs" wans ordecrod to’'bogln
propara%lons to ssewre tho high ground et FOBU, o
timborad lmell aatrido GUSIKA - WGED track and to
control all tracsis Iin ths area asz far wezt as the LAKES,
for this purpouso 2/U2 Aust Inf Bn’was frced from
rraponaibility In the KITIYL nrea,

20, Betwocn 0850 and 0515 houra twmeiy-four MITCHELLS and
g MARLUDEHS supported ths atiack in the SOUTELIERG arcea
with cccurato bombins of susp:cied bivouece arocs two

nllos northeeat of D.ELEERG,

19 HWoVe

PI. SATELBERG Scetar, 2/48 Auat’Inf Bn contlnued 14s advancs
catr{do the SATHLEERG %rack. Progress was clow and’
oxtreomoly 41ffisult a3, on clthor gside of e track, thiro
waz thlez matted hamboo In “ch the enarmy occuplsd decp

. foxholeg with ztrong ncad ¢ - p, and 1E was ocally

poasaible for thd opporing Lo ,pé te Lo not more than o
cw yords apord, yot unablie to roaeh or cvon sce ong
nnothor. Thoe povemens of tha supporting tanuis wes
doelaysd by tixeo antl-tanle dltenco but, "dospite this,
severnl nundrod yords preogrocs was mede, one 78 rmy,
, taro 37 rmoand sovdral machine guns b g mocked out. In
- thr fin:) assault,with two companios and t-nls, on the
: strong cnemy poultlon on FOULSOE CORIER an cttormpl was
made to burn out the -nimy using ¢ " fougasse Y. Tho
poaltion wne capturcd by diroct nssault a4t 1830 hours
aft:r thirty minutss vovy sharp flghtinge. A Cov 2/23
fust Inf En hnd monanwhils mat hooavy opposition along
ths woatern trock from EUNMAWL and was held up at tha
: track Junction 546638, € Coy 2/23 Aust Int Bn then
carricd out an oncircling movomont nnd oceupled a
poaltion 500 y=rds furthor north Acstrido the track, but
wis complaetsly swrrounded by JAF5, wihio cut communleations
anl faolsated th: company for the remainder of the day
o and during the nizht 18719 Nove The foliowing day © Goy’
withdrew and rofolned & Coy at ths tracl junction 516638,
B Coy 2/24 Juat Int B cttacksd, drove £h: crnomy from a
position en HILL 000, snd consolidated,

22, Morthorn Scctor, ¥uilet th2 maln atinck Ly 20 fust Int
0 on SolelosiG was in progreas, pregsuwrce wags malntalnod”

on the cnemy forcoa exbanding from that nrca to the coant,
by 24 sust Inf Bde northwards from LlEs posibions on HORTH
HILL, end loter by the advance of 2/15% Aust Inf Bn on
NONGOR.., During the day 2/7 Zust Inf En moved northwest
from SCARLET BEACH area and lzod PABU egainat light
oppoaition (details of this _:ration aro gilven In
qubseoquont pagea)e A patrol from 2743 Aust Inf Bn
reached a polint 400 yurds north of BONGA and located o
strong onemy poaitlon on the north odpge 'of the plantation.
Scven standlng patrola wore 2steblishod, covering all the
tracks lorading from'the or=< WIRT) . FIOR tounvds SCARLETD
BEACH and IEILIOSBACH,

‘ 234 Durlng the morning nino BOSTONS in support of ground
troops bombod and oirnffed targets in the vicinity of
SATELBERG villagoe. Indiroct support waz glven by twenty-
- onc MITCHELLS ond glx UARAUDERS in attocks agalnst onery
bivounc wrcas and supplies In the KULUNGTUFU croa, and
thogo roaoulted In direct hiis on 'wmts and dunps and
atartod large firca, Elght BOSTONS bombod and straffed
cnzmy supply routos nlong the constal arca from BONGA
to KELANOA,

20 Nov.
24, SATELBERG Scctor. 2/48 Aust Inf Bn, with tank support,’
continuod its advance aldng the SATELERG tranck towards
tho STEEPLE TREE foaturo, Progross was again slow and
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oxtromoly difficult duo to ths thick mattcd bamboo and
onomy [oxholos astrido tho track. Minecs woro used on
thoe track for the firat tiro but wero not effoctive,
After "hoavy fighting the forward company asalated by -~
tanks, occupisd STEEPLE TIEE at last light. 2/23 Rust
Inf 5n attacked northwards and by lagst light was

clogse contact with tho enomy 300 yards south™ of 2/48°
Auat Inf Bn positions on STEEPIE YREE feature. 'There
was no materiel chango in 3/24 sust Inf Bn aroan,.

Continuing 1ts efferts to Ziucupt the enery L of C,
Fifth Alr Porce agein bomzed villpges in tho XKULUKGTUFU
= JO/NGENG « BOPONG erca with twoenty-four MITCHELLS and
oight MARAUDERS, The mis:ion area at KULUNGTUFU was
demolished and many direct hits obtainod on huts in tha
surrounding villnges, N1 EXSTONS bombed and straffed
supply routes and barges ilon- the coastal arca from
KIARI to HARDENBE.AG POINT,

21 Nov.

26,

-
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ATELBEERG Sectore Ordergvore 1lc:ued by 26 Aust Inf Bde
Tor 2/24 aust Inf Bn to cipture HILL 2600, 2/48 Aust °
Inf Bn SATELEZRG, and 2/23 Auit Inf Bn the 3200 foature,
Early In tho xmorning 2/23 Aucs IAf Bm linked up with
2;28 Aust Inf Zn on STEEP’E KILL, the JAPS having
withdrawn ovornight, 2/40 fust inf 2n'thon continued
the gdvance against roduced c¢rposition, suprising and
routing several onexy groups n halfl dug positions
along the track, and, by ~ast light had occupied
TURNOFP CCRNER and wns In contact with tho onemy In ~
strenEth. 2/24 Aust Inf Bn af.orptod ocutflanking rioves
on HILL 2600 without success, Fron captured documents
it waa found that tho onerry wn: holding HILL 2600
with one battellion, ¥hild4 a battallion supported by a
Quick Firing gun agmany, a muchine gun company, and
dotachmonts was holding tho muin track to SATELBERG,

To the ‘wost a composito group wans holding MARARUO and
MORENG, It waas anticipatcd that tho onomy would -
withdraw In the west and make a last détorminod’stand
for SATELBERG, with his dcpletoed forcos, in tho FORD
arca and on the ridge to the west,

To furthor disorganise any possible withdrawal the
tracks and supply routeos from rPIOR = KUANKO « WAREOD
and ZAGAHEMI woro bombed &nd straffed by eloven BOSTONS,

22 Nov
*

284

NHorthern Soctor, In an attemp: to relleve the pressure
on nlg SAIELHENG garrison tho unamy launchod a two :
pronged attack on our positions north of tho SONG RIVER.
One rorco nttacked from the ncrth along the BONGA
constal track and a hoavicr attack was lauriched from

the northwest towards tho 30NG RIVER mouth, D Coy 2/43
Aust Inf Bn mot tho -constal athnck and dofcated it

onomy cesualties being estimatad at olghty. The aetack
from ths northwost was carricd out againat HQ Coy¥y ~
2/43 Aust Inf Bn’ by what hag oinco bo found to bo two
enorry battuliona, cach undor strongthes Thls attack

wa3 dlsorganisod by heavy arti{ilery, mortar and small
arns firo, but heavy (ighting doveloped along ths north
bank of tho SONG RIVER, At last light the onemy was
finally dofoated by a woll timcd counter attack By a
company of 2?32 Aust Inf Bn from brignde ‘rcsorve,
Harnssod by strong patrolz and artillory, tho onemy
withdrow In disordor leaving miny dead and mmch
equipmont. Ono onory group had croasod tho SONG RIVER
and attompted to reach SCARLET BEACH from tho woat
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e but waz intercepted by pairolsz arnd drivon off.
o An onoryy oporation order capturod durins tho day showod
e that tho erory plan hnd boon Tor two battalions {(losa
two companioa) of 238 Rept to attack from the north

and %wo battallons of 77 loegt to atteck southenst, both
attacka to link at the mouth of the 501G RIVER,

29, USATTLLERS Sector. 2/48 Ast Inf In consolldated at
TCANOPY COANL: and patrolled Jorward to 3ho track bend
at 539659, 2/23 Aust Inf .n moved throush 2/48 Aust Inf
dJn, turned wostward towarls thio 3200 featuro, and mado

. contact with: tron wnemy positions on tho gpurs wost

o of the nmain track. 7The =main track had boon soverely

- darnged ©y bonbing and ensinc.ors were unable to offect

ropalrs a3 it was under hoavy nmaching ~un fire. To

’ onablo tonks to move forwsrd, work war commenced on a

now track, lmowm as SFIY STRIT, which lod of £ to tho
weat,

X0 OSixtoen HITCIZELIL bomked wnd styraffod villagos’ {racks,
and durpsz «lon: enomy supnly toubes in tho YAREQ arca
wnllob olz SO5°7005 bombed and straffed suspected dump

nd staplsy arems at WALLNGAI and AGO,

31l. PT boats lurinz the nicht desuireoyed trhroe loaded barges
of f IO and probably two off .LUCIZR FOLLT,

23 Yov

32 HSaTELOC Sector., 26 Ausht Int Lde irproved Lta positions
and raecco wag carried out in 11 forward arcas to
ascertiin woak polntz in the ¢aemy's defoncez, 2724
Auat Inf On waz congentrated oz HILL 2600 surrounding
a atrong oneryy pocliet on the 'wot ond of tho foature,

. 33. GO0 T Aunt Corpus arrived in th. FLNSCHMAFEYN aroa.

34e Flltoon MITCHNLIS and aix LC3TONS ntianclked targets in
SVIEILERG and IONENS villrgez., The aircraft wero
dirceted to Lhie "targot by artillery smoko which proved
vory auccessful, Villagor snd tracks along encrmy supply
vouter were nlgo bombed Ard straffod, many huts and
bullding beins destroved.

35. PT boals attacked six barges loaded with supplios south
of HARDLNDIRG POLIT, zinkin: two,

24 pov

36. SAIELIENG Soctop. Yith the cantern ond of SATELDZRG
T az its abjective, © Soy 2/43 fuct Inf in attacked up'a
& stcop alope to the sast of the irack bhend 530659 and,
o alter vory close fighting on a narrow front, succcodad
= in gaining a position appréxinmatoly 150 yards bolow tha
0 suzz:it of the maln featuro, further progresas being
= preventod by hoavy nachine pun fire. During tho night
= A two company vperincter wnz formed and supplies wore -
Ry man handled forwars® %y the remainder of the battalion,
o Aftor ropulsing three strong cnemy counter attacks,
2/23 Auat Inf' I made ocubs tantial nrozross in their
edvonce towards J200 foature,

5 57. MNorthern 3octor, In 24 Auct Inf ide aron soventy enorny

. doad were found and a atrong enreny defonsive poaition

i which had boen occuplod by about one battallon wag
locatod in the valley GOO yards wost of :02TH HILL.

38. GOC 2 Aust Corps sipnalled GOC TV GUINGEA Ferce .
roquozting that a second squadron of tanks be sont forward,
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GOC 2 iust Corps spont tho day in 2/48 Aust Inf Bn
aroa with Corrzandor 26 Aust Inf Bde.

9, Fifth Alr Force attrckod conermy supply dumps and stagirg
apons roar KALASA with nine MITCIELIS and ton MAHAUDE(W,
and nine MITCHELIS and six BOSTONS bombod and “straffod
the supply route from KALASA to SIALUM ISLAND, dotroying
many huts and bulldirgs and starting fires.

40, PT boats sank two southbound barges during the night
botween CAPE WILLIAM and SIALUM,

25 Hov.
———————

Q 41, SATELBERG Scctore. Tho final assault on SATELESRG wnd
mndo by tho throo battallons attacking frod the ca3st,

south and southwest. .7% was found,howover, that tho
main body of cnemy forces had cvacucted it during tha
night, Tho romgining onomy roarguards woere routod and
by 1000 hours 2/48 Aust Inf Bn hed captured the eastern
and of the platonu and cxplolted to occupy the whole
foaturo without opposition. The 3200 foatire was
occupied by 2/23 Aust Inf Bn at 1250 hours. The ohemy
had algo vacated tho 2600 feature during the night ans
2/24 Auat Inf Bn moved forward, occuplod PALANKG, ar?
made contact with 2/48 Aust Inf Bn on SATELBERG,

42, During this phese tho operations of 26 iust Inf Bdo had
boon greatly asslisted by 2;4 Aust Cav (Comando) Sqn,
which hnd sent out deep patrols woat and northwest’of
SATELBERG to protoct the left flank of tho brigado,

PABU Oporctions {19 lov - 26 liov)

9 43, On tho 19 lNov it was dccided to dcapatch 2/32 Aust Inf
Bn (less D Coy) to soize and hold the feature formerly
held for a wock by an observation patrol and known
locally as PABU, The objcct was to cut tho shortoat
onemy supply routc from thLa doast to prevent the
movomont of supplies by this, his oaslost route. It
was roallsod that this isolafed poattion would probably
bo cut off (as it was) and the force bocoms dapendent
on alr dropping for supply until the battlo progrossed
sufficicntly to pormit a carrier line to bo oscorted
to the aron.

14, On 19 ¥ov 2/32 Aust Inf Bn (less D Coy) scized PABU
against light opposition’and was followod by a supply
train of native carrlera, On 20 liov onemy partlios on
the GUSIKA - WAREO track woro ambushod end a <ompany
patrol movod woatwards towards the LAKES aroan.

On 21 llov the patrol encountered atrong opposition

and withdrew closs to PABU after inflicting casualticr
O on the onory. This patrol threatenod tho L of C of th

onarty forco which was moving down to attack towards °

SONG RIVER nmouth on 22 llov, and this was probably orn.

factor which forced the onomy to abandon the attack,

At tho samoc timo a patrol to tho cast oncounterod strong

opponition at EXCHANGE and lator i{n the day line

corrmunication to PABU was asverod,

45. Tho JAPANESE roaction to our occupation of PABU was
violent, throo counter attacks boing launched against
tho nosition on 21 liov and two further strong counter
attacks at last light on 22 Nov, All those attacks
waro reopulacd with hoanvy onomy casualtloes,

46, During its occupation of PABU, 2/32 Aust Inf Bn contlnuod
to ambush partios, from cast &nd wost, moving along the
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BOlG,A ~ WAREO tracke Sinco 19 Nov PABU had boeon
isolatod from supplicos and on 23 Nov suppllos wire
dropped from tho air, but with onlr 50% rocovery,
Plans woreo made to capturo PINO HILL with a view to
oatablishing an L of C to PABU,

Throughout the perlod fronm 21 = 28 HNov tho onory nndo

PABU tho targot for the most Intonse shelling and
mortaring oxporicncod by our troops during tho campaign,
During 24 NHov tho position was such that B Coy 27%5 -
Aust Inf Bn fought 1tz way out to tlw southomat escorting
tho woundod back to tho brigedo arca, ths endmy occupy=
ing ground on all pidos of tho PABU poaition.

On 25 Hov nativo carriers bringing supplicn to 2/32
sust Inf Bn with an gscort of twe platoons mot atrong
opposition and could not g through but obtalned
valuable Informntlon about the location of onery
pozitions which woro than lLiavily shoellod,” "Suppliez
woro dropped from tho eir with 20% rocovoery,

At 0600 hours on 26 Nov the onomy attacked tho PABU
poaltion vory strongly from the south and scuthwost
{supported by artillory and mortars). The attack

lastod for two and a helf hours during which timo the
enomy aufforod heoavy casualtiocs, Tho peoaition was '
finally rolioved by 28 Yov whon B and D Coys 2/32 Aust Inf
Bn supportcd by tanks had captured PINO HILL and cl-ared
the arca botweon PABU and PINO HILL,

Ths scizure and holding of PABU was of great importanca,
ns it cut off the aenerry in this areas from tho coast

and complotod the offorts of the Alr Force and PT bontn

to provont supplies reaching the onomy in the WAREO -

~ SATELBERG aron, Thoroaftor the cnerry in that area was

dependont on the already groatly diminished supplies
from native gardons and the small quantities that it

. waz posaiblo to carry through tho longor and more
¢ difficult inland routes, Evidonce accummlating from

tho examination of captured documonts and diaries

showod that the enory wao dofinitoly short of food and
supplios,

Casualties.

During this phaso casualties vrere as under:-

(a) Enomy. KILIED, PW. TOTAL.
(Approx) 451 3 464
(b) Om. KIA: WIA. MIA: TOTAL, -

Offrse.0R Offrs.OR Offrs.0R OfTrs.0R.

1 31 - 2 135 - 1 3 167

Phase 4 - Capture of line GUSIKA = WAREO,

Gaonoral,

le

On 25 Nov 0OC 2 Aust Corps discussod with GOC 9 Aust Div
tho possibility of the onomy withdrawing from tho WAREO
aroae GOC 2 Aust Corps omphasismed the nocossity for
beginning ths drive northwards along thoe coaost at the
oarliost posaible dats in ordor to cut tho anoryy lines
of withdrawal, and instructed that plans be made
accordinglyes Arvrangomonts had alroasdy boem nade for
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native lebour to bo zont Torward from LAE to roloase
working partlos from 4 Auat I+f Bdo which would thon be
availablo for this oporation. This would alaso froo

moro fighting trocps for ho «defonce of tho coastline,

n problem vhich would Increase as $he advanco progrossed
northwardga.

Tho original 9 Aust Div phan or Zhe capture of tho
GUSIKA = WAREO ridgo was : throe brigade attack - 24
Aust INL Bde on the right - 20 Aust Inf 'Bdo in tho
contro, and 26 Auat Inf Bde on the left., On 27 Nov

GOC 2 fust Corps visltod SATELSERG with GOC 9 Auat Div
and Cormandor 26 Aust Inf Bdo, and studioed ths difficult
torrain over which tho attack was to tako placos A3 a
ragult of this rocco GOC  Aunt Corps was nét in favour
of cormitting 20 Aust Inf Bdo in tho contre, Following
furthor discunsions that nighi the cutlino plan docidod
upon was for 4 Aust Inf Béo to zentinuvo "tho advance to
LAKOYXA, 26 Aust Inf Bdo to gui-wo WAREQ, dnd 24 Aust

Inf Bde to socure tho BCHLY'~ WAREO tracke 20 Aust Inf
Bdo was not to bo cormitted, taf hold in yogorve with &
viow to supporting 4 Aust Inf 3ccts drivo up tho coast,
Inatructions "to this offocs wire given to GO 9 Aust Div, -
who, howovor, wna orpowercé &u use 26 Auzt Inf Bdd at
his own dliscrctlon should tho situnsion domind ite GOC
2 Aust Corps roturned to LOBCIURA on 28 Nov.

On 29 Nov GOC NEW GUINEA Forcc arrived at DOBODURA and
approvod of the instrucficns !isued in regard to 9 Aust
Div's futuro operaticns. Ho oivised GOC 2 Aust Corps
that ho had mndo arrengerwnts “or tho movo of ocne -
aquadron of 1 Aust Tk Bn and cno hoavy cnoleaircraft
battory to PINICHHAFEN, GOC I Aust Corps had docided
to move Adv HQ 2 Auat Corps an® HQ 6 Aust Div to
PINSCHHASEH, but in view of th sevoro limitation on
shipping, ho conaidered, ond GLC NEW GUINTA Force )
egroed, that tho tank squedron and hoevy anti-aircdaft
battery should have priority in rogard to movemaont,

On 1 Doc GOC 2 Audt Corps sont a congratulatory signal
to GOC 9 Aust Dlv, o copy af vnlch 1s attached as
appendix "C", Ho alao exprossud a wish that tho
commitmont of 20 Auat Inf 3do !n tho contral sector
should bo reduced to a minimum, and that, whilo sti1l
onsuring the gocurity of thie 1éft flank, tho drive up
tho coast bo concontratod -ipon.

On the snzo date GOC 2 Aust Ceons oxplainod his tiews

in rognrd to futuro oporatlonsz to GO3 5 Auass Dlv, as 1t
was the Intentlon’ that HQ 5 Auat Div control the codstal
advanco as soon as 1t could be moved %o FINSCHHAFEN,

On 2 Doc 9 Ausv Div advised HQ 2 Aust Corps that, in
view of the administrative wori: Invslwved and tho
proparatory moths nocosaary forr tho concentration of
4 Aust Inf Bde, tho main dfitack along tho const could
not bo bogun before 4 Doc,

gg;l;gg Surmary,

Te

26 Aust Inf Bdo, losa'2/48 Ausl Inf Bn vhich remailned
in the SATELBERG arca, had madc cousldorablo progroes
in 1ts attack north across tho SGNG VALIEY towards WAREO,
Aftor a porlod of hoavy fightis ‘perticularly in tho
viainity of KUANKO and PEAK HIﬁE, tho brignde occupied
WAREO on 8 Doo. During the oporation the supply problenm
was consldorable dus to thd precipitous nature of the
SONG VALIEY, At ond stage, in ordor %o maintaln 2/23

Aust Inf Bn forward, practically tho wholo of tho

L
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romnindor of tho brigade was employod in carrying, -
in addition to the native ecarrlers alroady allottoed,
In the odéntral soctor 20 Aust Inf Bdo captured NONGORC
on 8 Doc, and thon patrolled to the northwoat, with the
objoct of oxorting pressure on the oncry and oonrusing hin
in rogard to tho direction of our mr’n thrusts on
WiAREO, In tho coestal adoctor 24 Augt Inf Bdo secured -
the aroa south of GUSIKA, which was occuplod on 29 Nov,
and thon bogan a drive woatward from PABU nlong the
BONGA = WAREO track, Junction with 26 Aust Inf Bde

wns affootod on 10 Doo in the vicinity of the track
junction 2000 yards northeast of WiAREC, By 3 Doc the
concentration of 4 Aust Inf Bdo in tho GUS area was
comploto and on 5 Do¢, a bridgohond wns ostablishod
across KALUENG RIVER, "and tho brigndo bogan tho main
thrust northward nlong the coust,

Be During this phaso thoro wns strong cevidonco that accurdte
sholling by our aprtillery caused mnny enony casualtlos,
Our own oxporionce that casualtlos suffored 2/32
Aust Inf Bn in thoir position’'natride tho BONGA - WAREQ
track, and lo.tor on PINCG HILL. woro malinly caused by
onomy artillory and mortar fire, and the fact that cup
artillery fire and eir bombardmnt worc much hoavier
than thc onory's, lead to the conclusion that the cnomy
sufforod large numbars “of casualties of which wo have
1ittlo diroct ovidenco,

9 During this porlod ths oporational bmso for PT boats
was movod from MOROBE to DREGER HLARBOUR and tho ropair
beso from BUNA to MOROEE nnd control of oporations
bogan from DREGER HARBOUR on 1 Dec,

Dailg SmEQ_I:;! )
oy /

10, SATELEERG ﬁ%“ﬁ' 26 Aust Inf{ Bdo oxploltod towardd .
aoros extromoly difficult country of tho
SONG VALIEY, whoro patrols found ‘tho onomy #t1ll in
occupation or FIOR and MASANGKOO.

11, ngsggl Socgﬁ. Tho task of 24 Aust Inf Bde had beon
ax clude the capturc of tho aroca south of’
KiLUENG RIVER from GUSIKA to tho LAKES inclusivo.

:Yt/se Afust Inf Bn rolioved 2/28 Aust Inf Bn in the
SCARIET BEACH arac thus releeaing the latter battalion
for the arivo up tho coastal track to capturo BONGA

GUSIXA, B oand D companies 2/32 Augt Inf Bn with
Bafks ond drtillery support ca S otured PiNo HILL.

12, 9 Aust Div was inatructod to nsaist in tho paration
of tho Casuanlty Cloaring Station at HELDSBACH,

r

13, Alr attacks by twonty-cight MITCHELLS and oight’
HARAUDERS on onomy bargo hidoouts and & aroas in tho
vicinity of NAMBARIWA ‘rosultod in donso ¢ ouds of smoko
ovor tho targot arcas, A total of fiftyefour tons of
bormba was dropped in this aron.

14 During ths night 26/27 Nov, PT boats sank four armoured
bur o8 movlﬁonorth nlong thc wost coast of NEW ERITAIN
acdic, bargos woro hcavily ladon with troops
a.nd artillery and thoro woro few survivora,

g‘? HoYe .

16¢ Coastnl Soctore 2/28 Aust Inf Bn (loss A Coy) with ono
00p © 8 in support, commonocod its advance along
tho oonntnl track to soouro tho right flank to tho soa
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by the capturc of GUSIKA, Although oppozition was
alight th: ndvanoo wes alow duo to diffleult tarrain,
narrow rmddy tracks running tidough thick {unglo
intorscetcd by runmarous crooks, =moat of which woro
tomporary obataclos. By last i[ght the battelion was

in positlon northsast of FINO HILL, & Coy 2/28 Aust

Inf Bn moved to PABU durirg thz day with o view to
attacking EXCHAKGE, )
30C 2 fuat Corps visited PINO HILL with GCC 9 Auast Div,
Tho firat nctive cerrior iine since “our original capturo
of PABU movod with cacort intc PASU,

Afr zupport wrs glvon by clighiyon MITCHELLS which bombod
cnoryy d-fonulvo poaltions woal of EZONGA, Twenty=-acven
tons of bonmba wor:c ‘droppod causling on: largo coxplosion
end sterting firos,

28 Nove.
——g——

18,

19,

Coantal Soctore. 2/28 iust In® Zn continued ita advanco
niong thz coadgitnl track towards BONGA against opposition
which withdrew on thr approach of th: tanke, and by last

‘1ight was 500 yards aouth of PlliA, On th: same day

A Coy of this Battalion movéd rast from PABU and occupled
EXCHANGE withoumb opposition, Tho onemy now appéarod to
have withir.wvm {rom th: ar:a north of PINO HILL,

Succaosaaful olir nitacks wor: co-rizd out by nine MITCEELLS
and scvon MAROUDERS whidh »omb:d snemy dofansive
positions woat of BQNGA, dropping twenty-[ive tons of
bombge A further ocichteon MITIELLS carriod out a bargo
scarch from SAINOR to FORTIFIC. 7ION POJHT and bombed
cosatal dofcnsie positions ot LUCHZR POTNT, HARDENEERG
PODUT and XIART, Hine BOSTONS accurstuly bombed and °
straffcd the cnowry supply routs from KALASA to SIALUM,

29 lov.
*

20,

Cocatal Scctore 2/28 iust Inf En occupicd ths cormanding
ground covoring GUSIXL, and patrols sont forwdird to the
KALUENG RIVER reportod no cnomy movoment socons 24 Aust
Inf Bde was now roady to turn wast and altack up tho
BONGA - WAREO track townrds W/EQ itsclfe 2/43 Aust Inf”
Brn was to begin this andvancoe from PABU and during tho day
comple tud tho rclief of 2/52 Aust Inf Bn which took ovor

; rcspansibility for the arec NOETH HILL -~ PINO HILL, A

mpany patrol from 2/43 Aust Inf Bn killed thirty-sovon

¢
on " THE E&RS " fgaturo 40C yards west of PABU,

30 NoY.

21,

BONGA = WAREO Scctor. Two comprnlcs 2/43 Aust Inf Bn
supportod by ono troop of tanks, and artillory, continucd1
the advarico weatwanrds agnlnst cpposition and capturod ‘
THE EiRS, 2/28 Aust Inf Bn oncountcred enomy north of
GUSIKA, .

Co Scctopre 2/15 Aust Inf Bn had boon rolicvod by
25925 iusE Ins Bn (4 Aust Inf Bde) on 29 Nov and had

moved northwost to n pozition on thc south bank of tha
SOXG RIVER, Tho taak of 2/15 Auat Inf Bn was to crods
the SONG RIVER and davelop 2 third threat to WAREO by .
capturing NOHGORA and then cmploying strong righting !

- patrols forward, It wos considerod that this would

confuse tho onemy and prewent concentratlon of his
rosorvoay Tho crossing was madn at 0715 hours,
nEproximntnly 200 yards wost of tho mouth of tho SOWG
RIVER and tho onomy was driven {rom a position

i
“Ta

______
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on th: ridgo 300 yards northwcst of th: crossing placao,
Two othar compuonies passced through and advancced northwast
againat opposlition towards LONGORA,

SATELBERG » WAREQ Soctor. Patrols from 2/23 Aust Inf Dn
worc probing cnomy dcfencos in the nrcza of SUSPENSION
BRIDGE, Ths bridge wez Intuct but cur patrols were
fircd on by oncmy posifiona covoring it from tho nort
bank of tho SONG nYwm. On 29 Nov onc company of 2/23
fust Inf Bn hnd crossed the river 150 yirds onat of
SUSPENSION BRIDGE, while anothor company moved into
position to pin down the cnemy in the ERIDGE zroa.

On 30 Nov two morc companics cross:d at sur bridgohsad
and the threc companios movod north up the stecp alopo
and cut tho WAHEQ "track about 700 yards northcaat of
SUSPERSION BRIDGE, Onc company attocled down tho alope
againat tho cnemy position in the SUSPENSION BRIDGE
croa with supporting firc from tho fourth compeny on
the south bank of tho rivor, The sotond cncircling
company continucd th: advanco agalnst oppousition nlong
the track towards W/REQ, whilst ths third oncircling
company romainod on the track preparcd to support
cither of tho othor two. This attack resulted In the
annihilation of "the onemy troops holding the SUSPENSION
BRIDGE position, By last light the battalion had
crosadod tho river’and was In contact on the stosp alopos
loading to KUANKO,

During tho night 30 Yov/ - :c owr artillory harassed
the eonomy at GUSIHA, the LaGOON, WAREQ and RU/NKO,

Alp attacks were again dirccted on targets ceat of
KALASA villeges Elghtcon XITCHELLS eccurntely bémbed
the targot arsons with twenty-sovern tons of bombg
rosulfing in sovoral cxploslons znd colwms of viack
smoko, Eleven BO3ITGHS bombod and straffod aupply
routos from BUZULUO to LAKOUA thonco to tho MASANENG
RIVER mouthe A number of huty In LAXOMA villago wing
destroycd by diroct hity, and many fires and explosions
wars socn,

1 Deca

BONGA - WATEO Soctor. 2/43 fust Inf Bn moppod up

oncry locate 0 ths south of its forward positions in
THE E.RS CIClle

SATELBERG = WAREQ Scctor. 2/23 Aust Inf Bn advanced
ono and a holf milos up tho stoop track towcrds WAREQD
ngainat zcbrong opposition and occupled KUANKO at 1215

hourss The battalion was fineily held up 200 yarda
north of KUANKO by cneryy in occupation of well dug 1n
ositlong "In thick bamboo on the forward slopos of
EAK HILL,

AC o

BONGA - WAREQ Soctor. 2/4° sust Inf Bn, with tho

Support ol two tanka, cont —:2d ita ndvance against
opposltion wocstwards nlong the BONGA = WAREQ track:
and reachod a posltion just south of the LAKES whord
1t was held up by onomy In a wull propered position,
Ono of tho tanks was disabled aftor fighting a duel

with onomy guna and rocciving somo forty dircct hits
from n 37 I gune

alRLECRG = WAREQ Sogtar, 2/23 Aust Inf Bn oncountopred
hoavy light machine gun fire from strongly dzfonded
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onomy positions on tht southorn slopos of PEAX HILL,ihich
gould not bc outflankid owing to the prccipltious

naturc of ths country, Juat bafore nightfall o strong
enemy counter attack from the north forccd thc lcading
company té withdraw to th: mnln battallon pozition.

ot KUANEO,.

30, Conntcl Scctor, 4 Aust Inf Iiio complsted its concene
Eratlion In the BORGA arcn, pripnratory to passing
through 24 Auast Inf Bde and driving northwoards along
tha eonat from the FALUENS RIVER, It was cxpodted that
by throatening the cnemy's corstal supply line, thils
thrust wéuld forcc him to abandon the whole W.REOD

. poaition,

31, Nino MITCIELLIS and ten MARAUDERS droppoed twonty=-nine
tons of bombs on énonmy occuplad aroas, barge off loading
pointi, ani dumpz, in the vicinity of the 30WI RIVER
mouth,

) DOC.

32, DONGA ~ WAREZO Scctore South of the LAXKES 2/43 Aust Inf
Bn zdvanesd 150 yards dlong the track BONCA < WAREO,
but was ocain held up. /32 Aust Inf Bn leas two
companles moved forward ‘to rclleve 2/43 Aust Inf En and
teke over the off2nsive,

33, SATELEERG » VIARED Soctor. Hoavy enemmy counter attoacks
from tho norih ond northeazst on 2/23 Just Inf Bn ot
KUMKO wirc broken up by :rtillery, mortar cnd machine
gun fire,

0‘ 34, Cocatal Scctor, 22 Aust Inf En sccured o bridgehoad
ncroas the ZLLUENG RIVER with the objoct of proparing
a crossing place for tanks, and cnablling thoe dovolopmant
: of tho amall boach at tho mouth of tho KALUENG "RIVER
- 2s an initial mointenance arcn for tho advance,

35 Contlnuing ths offenaivo ngainat the cnomy L of C accurate
bombling attacks wero made by clovon BOSTOLS on onemy
supply dumps at MH/SAGENG RIVER, HUBIKA and WANDORAI,

The gupply rcute along tha coestel tradk from MASAWENG
QIVER to WALDOKEAI was hoavily straffod,

4 DOC.

36, DBONGA « WAREOQ Soctor. 2/32 sust Inf Bn loss two
companies buf plus one corpany 2/43 Aust Inf Bn bypassed
the cnecrmy and advancod westward along tho track to a
position 800 yards wecst of the LiKES, In this area °
contact with tho onomy was made to the oast ond west,

37« SATELBERG « WAREO Scctor, In tho KUANKO to ¢ne
prosauro developcd on tho right roer of 2?%3 Auatmgnf
Brn porimetor and cut the supply lino, nccessitating
a now supply route boing cut to tho wost of tho oxisting
track, A patrol'to the northwest located s pogsibls,
though difficult, route through thick } lo, to tho
saddlo woot of PEAX HILL, 2/24 Aust InT En which had
concantrated in the SUSPENSION BRIDGE arecs wna ordorod
to ;nﬁturo PEAK HILL by cncircling to tho west by this
routo.

Coastal Soctors 22 Aust Inf Bn concollidotod the bridge=
s EE%E over the KALUENG RIVER and by last light tanks of
AR C" S8gn 1 Aust Tk Bn had crossod the rivor and woro in
harbouwr on the narthern dbank,

Lvalg
L ]
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80, Central Scctore 2/15 Auat Inf Bn sont onc company north
ccrogs country to cut the traék in recx of tho enemy
poaltion northweat of NONGORA, but after an impassabloe
gorge medd this Lmpossible, th2 company returned on
tho S5 Dec,

40 Alr atfacls wore cgaln concentrated on cnemy supply
routos, Trlve BOSTONS bembed and straffed tho coaostal
track and villagos from BLUCIER POXHT to VANDOKALI and
a suspected 4w orea on the couth bank of the SANGT °
RIVER mouthes Some cxploslions ard fires wore obscrved,’
Rincteen NITCIELLS bombed HADA village nnd SIC ISLAND,
Flros coverod the plantetion ot 310,

41, Evidonc: from prisonors of war hrod Indicated that somo
supplias wore beling brought In by submarino to barge
stoging points on th: north coasts During the night
4/5 Doc our PT boata sightad and drstroysd five bundles
ocach of 200 bags contalning supplios ond rafts with
boxss of mmmunlitlon susponded from them, It is
bolioved that thisz was th: doack cargo of one of thoso
gubmerineos,

S Doc.
e

42, BONGA « W.RZEQ Scctor, 2/32 lust Inf Bn found the cnemy
hed wlthdreown during the night nnd tho bettalion contine
ucd 1ts westwords advance until held up by strong cnemy
reorguard In the Ticinity of .tz high ground 1500 yards
wost of the LARKES, Lorft flank oncirclarent to the south
falled duc to oxtromely difficult torraln, and the cdnomy
poaltion wans subjeetad to artillery and mortar fire,

43¢ SATELEERG -~ WAREOD Scctore 2/23 Aust Inf Bn maintained
pressury against thy enermy on PEAX HILL whilast 2/24
Augt Inf En continued thn 2neircling move to the northe
west,

Conotal Scctore 4 Aust Inf Bde started 1ts meoin attack
up the conste 29/46 Aust Inf Bn passaod Shrough ths
bridgoehend previoualy ocstablished by 22 Aust Inf Bn and-
nttocked northwards, with one troop of tanks in support,
agalnst sfrong onemy defencos conusizting of solid bunkors
Efotocﬁcd by o nincefiold located 500 yards south of the

1GOOIy Dcésplte opposition and diffliculty with antie
tank mines, it recached the crock running into the north-
weat corner of the LAGOOX, B Coy 37/52 Aust Inf Bn
providod 12t flank guard ror the advance, moving '
northwards aldng iho high ground 2000 yards west of tho
congtal track,

Y
[+
[ ]

In direct support of 4 Aust Inf Bde slx BOSTONS
succezsfully bombaed ‘znd straffoed enermy defonalive positions -
north of tho LaGOQCH,

e
o
&

6 Doc,

%6 BEONGA ~ WAREO Scctop. In the HILL 1800 area 2/32 Aust
Inf on cttompted an enclrecling movermsnt to thz right

but was aganin hold up by impassablo terrain. Patrols'

probod tho left flank and closc contact was maintainod,

47, SATELBERG = WAREO Scctor. 2/24 Aust Inf Bn raoched the
an 6 batwocn rEAL L and KWATIHGKO ~nd thon attackod
up tho aspwr towardzs PEAK HILL Icss ons company which

moved weat to nftitack KWATINGKO,




49..

7 Dac,
A —

o0,

51,

52,

53,
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Coastal Sector., 29/46 Aust Inf Bn continuod 1ts
cdvenca agnlnat opposition and reached a position 1000
yords north of the LAGOON, Thoe tenks were unable to
catch up with the‘advance for aomo days becerugo tho
onooy produced mn ¢ffcctive delayling devico in tho shape
of tank mincs booated with largs chargos of pleric acld
buricd dcop In the ground. Sszverel tanka and bulldozers
had tracks blomm off and one tank wns frreporably )
domagode The romainder of the 37/52 Aust Inf Bn moved
inland to aupport B Coy by affording loft flank protect-
fon, 1its firct objJuctive 'belng tho high ground 1000
yar&s weet of the LAGOCH. B Coy, which was echelonod

to the loft flnnk, cncountered the £idst romnants of the
enerry roving back from the WAREO arca, ambughing and

killing twolve,

Hing BOSTOS bombed nnd atratrfod oncrmy defonalve
positions north of AMLAGIDU POINT and ground troops
roportod attacks ap excellent, Twelve MITCHELLS bombed
dunp ardas nlong tho onotry supply route at LAKONHA and
KILIGIA,

SATELIERG -~ WAREQ Sector, It was found that €he onomy
nd v avm from FRAY HILL during tho night., 2/24
Aust Inf En moved forward, occuplod the foatiro and
made contact with 2/23 Aust Inf Bn in KUANKO, 2/23
Aunt In{ Pn ccneentrated in tho PEAXK HILL nrea and
rocomnoltrod lines of approach for the attack on WAREOQ,
2/24 iuat Inf Bn reorgenised with two companles on
{mmedinte notice to pasa through 2/23 Auat Inf Bn on
the capture of WAREO nnd explolt onst aleng the BONGA
track, Ono comprny 2/24 Jjust Inf Bn struck opposition
at KIATHIGKO and after killing twolve JAPS dug in
catride the trock,

Conatal Sectors The gnomy in ustrongth was located in
tho aroa 1000 yards northwest of the LAGOON and
by=-passod by 23/46 Aust Inf En which gained ground in
1ts northward ndvence against strong opposition, Tho
anemy by-passed was finnlly mopped up by tho reserve
battalion (22° Aust Inf Bn) on 10 Dec, sovonty dead
boing counted,

Central Sactor. 2/15 Auat Inf Bn patrols townrds the
BONGA = WAREO oren rogained contact with onerry partiea
northwost of ONGORA,

Bombing and straffing of the cnomy supply route from
VIALDOKAL along the constnl track to NUZEN woro carried
~out by oloven BOSTONS,

8 Doc,

54

55,

BOKGA - WAREO 3ector, 2/32 Auat Inf Bi occupled HILL
Y800 Trom whleh the cnarry had withdrawn,

SATELBERG - WAREQ Sgctor, 2/23 Aust Inf 5n attacked
townrda W.REQ, two companics moving via the re-déntrant
wost of WAREQ and onc company up ths main track, Agolin
it wes found the cnemy hod withdrawn durin% the night,”
and 2/23 Auat Inf Bn occuplod ¥AREQ withou ‘opposition,
It was obvious that the onemy had expoctad to hold tho
attock at PEAK HILL and had ‘not prepared o strong -
dofonslvo position at WAREO, Two compeonies of 2/238
Aust Inf Bni thon advanced astride the track through’
WAREOQ, and, desplte stubborn onomy delaying actions,
forced its way approximntely 1000 yards nerth along
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the BONGA - WIREQ track, One company of thls battallon
occupled KiiATINUGKO and advoncad west along the track
townrds BAZULUO, This company encoyntered an enexy
ambush position 300 yards eart of RRZUIUO and sufferéd
hoavy casualticzs The position was captured noxt day
with the asslstance of 3 Coy 2/23 Aust Inf 2n ond
contact wea made with 2/4 Auszt Cav (Commnndo) Sqn
further to tho wost,

56, &ir attncks were agzin directod against enemy supply
durmps and bilvounc zroad, Ten [WRAUDERS bombed durp
arcas crat of WAUDCKAI, dropping fifteen tons of borbs,
and oleven RITCHELLS ncewrntcly bormbed blvouae and
supply arcas vnst of LILASA, )

574 : lilghtly PT toat patrols h-? Ly now axfonded west to

{ 5L ID0R and had dostroyed at lanst devontcen bnrges
i and demaged nany more slnee 17 Nove

58, Crounltion,

Casualties during thls phnze are nz followss=

{e) Energ K1llod., Ifound Doads F¥. Total,
(Approx) 451 30 1 492
(b} Own. YIi. WI.. ~ MIA. =~ Totdl,

Offl‘ﬂ ‘Qﬁ‘ Ofl I‘U .%.szrs .Qﬁ.ofi I‘S ._UI[ [ J

2 45 14 218 - - 16 263

-

Phase 5 = The Advencae to FORTIFIC,. TIOH POINT,

Goneral,
rp——————

le By tho diroction of GOC 2 Aust Corps,at no time during
the constal advance northwerd by 4 aust Inf Bde were
forces largor than patrols to be without the covering .
suppart of artillery and full use was to be made of

artillory and landing craft to conserve the atrongth

of tho troepi. Inland patrolling, perticulorly by

whlte troops, wes reduced to o nminimum as it was fore-

goen that our advonce up tho coast would cut off the
vont of the Inland onomy pnrtica,

2, Orders to 4 Aust Iaf Bdc stated that th- o lvanec to
FORTIFICATION POINT was to be madc br bounda from onebeach M
raintonaneo aroa to andther, only two of which were to - BN
o in use concurrontly, and that ¢ Auast Inf Bde was .
rozsponsiblc for thelr protoction until relioved by 20
Aust Inf Bde.

Je Aftor tha esteblighment of the KALUENG bridgdhend the
advance of 4 Aust Inf Bdo continuod steadily, under the
hanvioat artillory support of the campalgne. Tho enemy
roalstod atrongly, neinly at creek crossingi In the
coadital jungle, 'but hoavy artillery and mertar fire
blastod him ou& and 4 Aust Inf 2do made continual
encircling ang By-passing atfacks, whicéh invariably
forcod the onery to withdraw. Further, the dnemy did
not occupy tho nommanding ground té the west, which -
was coverod madnly with opon lunai, and a force moving
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along this high ground outflanked his positions noor
tha coaste

$e 20 Aust Inf Bdo followod cloae bohind 4 Aust Inf Bdo
with tho rosponsibllity of protecting the loft flank
and roar of the leading brigade, by rwans of infantry
patrols moving on tho high ground and 7IB patrolling
in dopth nlong the tracks lending inlend, This brigeade
was nlso roaponaldle for taking over thé protoctilon
of the rear beachhond 4s new maintonnnce boachhaads
wore devoloped farward,

5 24 Auast Inf Bdo and 26 sust Inf Bde woré nllotted the
rols of protecting tho FINSCHHAFEX aroa, An inter-
brigndo boundary inclusive to 24 Aust Inf Bde was fixcd
a3 the MAS HILLS - NONGORA track. Bobh brigedos wero
orderod to compluto the capturo of GUSIKA -~ WAHEQC 1lino
and thon to organisc tholr soctora far dofcmco, to

atrol actively all tracks londing Into thoeir arcas, nnd

o astnblish ustanding patrols backed By rosarves in
dopth on nll 1likoly lines of approach,.

6e¢ By now the enomy was in full retroat, but hls rcarguard
contin: ° to fight stubbornly. By 20 Doc, howevor,
4 Auat " € Bde with powerful gsupport by tanks and
artill. .y, had brokon encriy resistance in MASAMENG RIVER
aroen ond occuplod 1fs abjuctlve ~ the high ground at
FPORTIFICATION POINT, 4 Aust Inf Bde than patrolled
the inland approaches along the MASAVENG RIVER and tha
high ground to the north in the ZAGAHEMI ~ HOMPUA aron.
20 Aust Inf Bde which had boen following 4 Aust Inf Bde
in divisional rescrve now prepared to move through and
take up tho puragult,

7« Mop 5 nttachoed shows the forward dispositions of 9 Aust
Div and the approximnte onerry locations as at 1800 houre
9 Doc. Map 6 shows dingrarmaticelly the progress of
ggﬁ;ﬁtions in coaatnl advanca GUSTEA - FORTI%II‘CATION
ie

Dnily Sumary,

9 Doc,

8. Constal Sector, 29/:6 Aust Inf Bn socured = bridgehond
ovor tho Tﬂﬂﬁﬁ RIVER in thw vicinlty of the constal
track, Furthor inland D Coy 37/52 Aust Inf Bn crossed
the river in faco of strong oppoaition but sheor cliffa

provonted furthor rdvance north to thd high ground and the
canpany  vithdrew south of the river.

9. Contral Soctore 4 patrol from 2/15 Aust Inf Bn made
contact w 32 Aust Inf Bri at the track junction
soath of HILL 1800 at 580718,

10, WAREQ C.ctore 2/24 Aust Inf Bn was hold up by woll
dug In onomy positions covering the track junction
2000 ynrds northoast of WAREO, Furthor woat D Coy
2/24 Aust Inf Bn and B Coy 2/23 Aust Inf Bn drove back
tho cnomy and cccupied BAZULUO, 2/4 Aust Cav (Commando)
%%Zlnié‘r(’d from HOGAKO to MERIKEO arczca, wide on tho wast
®

11, GOC 2 Aust Corps arrived at FIUSCHHAFEN from DOBODURA,

12, During tho orrly morning nine BOSTONS bombod and straffed
tho constpl trnck from the MASAWENG RIVER mouth to
VANDOKAT villogo, Ton MITCHELLS bombod a barge off=-
loading point at HUBIKA starting a large fuo’ fire,

,.
. P ———
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During ths night our PT bocts sank fivwe bargos four
miloa north of REISS POINT: and gank three borgos and
doatroyed two widch were Iying off shers north of
HARDENS3ERG POIXT,

10 DOC.

1“8 .

15,

16,

11 Doce
(= = e

17.

18.

19.

21,

22,

Coastal Scctore. 23/46 Auat Iaf Zn, supportcd by tanks
and artllicery, captured KILIGIA, cdvanced to the SOWI
RIVER, nnd bogan mopping up the crea, Furthir wost
37/52 Aust Inf Bn supportcd by an artlllery concintratlion
of approximately 2000 rounds ~nd one platoon of machlne
guna, crossed ths TUNOM RIVER agalnst opposition and
cceupled 2 position on ths north bank, 22 Aust Inf Bn
clearcd ocut the atrong pockel of cnexy realstance in
dsop dugouts in tha coral c¢liff fecos noar tho creck
function 1000 y.rds northwest of the LAGOQN, which

had beon by-pozsed by 29/46 Aust Inf Bn., A good
landing baach known as COCONUT BEACH at the nmouth of

tho TUNOM RIVZER was put inte oporetlion as = forward
supply polnt,

WAREQ Sectore The onomy In strength atlll held the
high ground astrido tho main track’'on tho 1200 feature
thus covering tho track to KILIGIA, Rocco patrols

from 2/24 Aust Inf En found that duo %o the oxtronol;
difficult terrain ancirclament of "‘this position waz only
practicable by tha souvthern flank, A long roange rocceo
patrol from 2/4 iust Cav (Commarde) Sqn which moved %o
JOANGENG reportod no onumy s00n.

At night cur PT bonts sank two bargoz and damaged throo
mors n quertor mile rorth of WALINGAIL,

Conatal Soctor. 22 suat Inf Bp rolleved 29/46 Aust Inf
tn and, with ono troop of tunks, catablished n brldgehced
acroas the SOWI RIVER and acdvanced to a poaition 500
vyards north of the river,

WAREQ Soctor. 4 patrol from 2/24 Aust Inf Bn outflanked
the strong onemy poaltion astride the treck on the 2200
foature and mnde contact with a patrol from 2/32 Aust Inf
Bn which had boen pushing forwerd from the XMAS HILLS
fonturo,

Elght MITCHELLIS and nine MARAUDERS ‘bombed durmp arcas on
the anomy sipply route near HUBIKA, and suspected dumpsa
in the aron,

On night 11/12 Dec ovir PT bonts sank threc onerry barges”
north of S/ANGA RIVER, iicavy fire from tha shoro, By ono
78 m= gun, four "20 mm guns, and light machine guns,

wag ancounterod,

12 Doc,

Conatnl Scctor. 22 Aust Inf Bn cncoufitered a atrong
onomy position cstimanted at ono coémpany strength equipped
with hoavy und light machine guns, disposcd along the
crogk bed 1250 yards north north-weat of KILIGIA,

WAREO Scctor, After a wide oncircloment A Coy 2/24 Aust
vn atlacked thc cnomy on the 2200 fcature and aftor
heavy [ighting, which lasted ailx RAours In difficult
country agnins% u tonecious onomy, capturcd tho position,
tho ondmy withdrawing nlong the track narthoast towards
Eﬁxcié. This action finally opcnod tho BONGA = TAREQ
QCKa



23+ "During the night our P7 bocts aank z2lx onemy barges
of f REISS 20T and destroyed three bargea when they

13 Doc.

2:a Coantnl Coc
nnd tank ou
0

tore 22 fust Inf Bn with -rtll
pport6 clognrcd cenemy positiona s
¥

attompted to boache A1l thoso barges swere fully londed,

southcagt of LAXON. and ndvancod along the t to
within 200 yords of the villnge, Onc corpany of 37/52
sugt Inf' 8n sceurcd the high faature 1000 vords west of

KILIGIA.

25, WAHEQ Sector, The enomy was holding ‘o imoll covering
o

ALUGA track on a razorback ridge, 70¢ yards
northonst of th: track junction at 564727, Soveral
attempts to ocubflank this position by patrola of 2/24

sust Inf Bn woeve unsuccosaful owing to the prociplitiocus

nature o the country,

26, GOT 2 Aust Torps roturnod to DOBODURA,
27 DURLES along LY UAT gonasb bobueen

e« 4 aweep by ATRACC )
FOIUUT ant ZATDOR resulted in ion barges
belng straffed and destroyed,

-
.
-

PORTIFIZLTION

24 ades

28, During the night one 30/40 feot cronmy barge wos sunk
TR S 3

n MCATEH HUHBOU by our PT boats,

1‘; DQC -

29, Coastal Sector, <n the western flank 37/52 Auat Inf Bn®
lesy one company crosacd the SOVWI RIVER, During the day
scveral oncmy partlea withdrawlng northeast from WAREO
worae cncountered on the high ground 1000 yards west of

KILIGIA by thls bettallon and patrol clashes cccurred

30a WAIEQ Scctores Two platoons of 2/2: sust Inf Bn
supported by mortara made n frontal attack againat an

enony roarguard force covering the withdrowzl from the

rmoll 567734 ond after an hours hard {ighting forcod
the cnemy to withdraw,

31, Owing to heavy domands in the ARAWE ond GASHATA arcas
. tha only elr support avallable during the period 1471
Dec wans n swacp by S THUNDERBOLTS nlong the RAI coast

5

which rosulted in the atraffing of one barge at LEPSIUS

PQIRT and anothor noar KEMAU,
15 Dae .

32, Constnl Sactor, 22 Aust Inf Bn copbured LAKOHA ob
1700 hours and drove the eneny acroas the sand bar at
tha mouth of the SANGA RIVER but rn atrong pockot of”
rogslstanco still hol@ out on CAPE SIBIDA, Thore was
heavy rain during the day and the tanks with 22 Aust
Inf Bn were unable to cross the crcak southnast of

of LAKONA, 37}52 Aust Inf Bn prossed forward and clearod

o atrong onomy positlion 1500 ynrds wost northe-wost of
KILIGIA, Furthor partics of cnemy moving from WAREO

vors anéountered by pnatrols of thia battalion throughout -

the day, many enemy boing killod and the remnants moving

northe

33. WAREQ Soctor. 2/24 Aust Inf Bn gained some ground in

1ts advancc northeast along the WAREO = LAKONA traclk,
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16 Dace.
*

34, Coastal Sccbor. Flghting continued northorst and wist
of LIADN.. ogalnat strong pockots of cnery roalstance,
Hepo agein the Netilda tanks deomonstrated thair wvaluo
vhon Live tanlz -iilch had beont held up by floodéd crecks
arrived late in the afterncon, With one company of
22 Auat Inf Bn th: tankes attaclud and the entire
position wz2s overrun within an hour, At lcast thirty
onemy were killed, znd the rorainder drlven back to
A the eliff fnce, vhere they Jurpad on to the rocks below,
o the fow cncmy still allve being cngagod by grenadcs
- and snall arps fire and finally wiped out, 37/52 Jjust
Inf Bn advanced to the high'ground weat of KILIGIA
’ ovarlooiting the Sillus RIVER., A PIB patrol anbushed and
wiped out a party of cnemy 5000 yards wecst of GNACPOA,

35, YAREQ Scctor. 2/2% auzt Inf 3n continued the advence
along the track to LAKONA ngainat opposition end reachod
th: villéige 576740 approxinmately 3500 yords northeast
of W.RE0. Extonsive patrols north’of WAREQ by 2/23
Aust Inf Bn rcported no anormy Joche

36, lino M/RAULEHS bombed n bivouase and dwp cron at KELANOA
nnd accurato bombing by ton HITCHELLS on tho cnemy
supply and bivouac arecas At SI0 ceoused o number of firos
viaible from L£ifty milos way.

17 Doc,

7. Coastnl Scctor. 29/36 Aust Inf Bn passed through 22
Auat Inf Bn, croased the mouth of the SANGA RIVER, and
drovo the oneny from n sorios of ddfonsitvo posts In

. dopth on tho frop sldo of the river. This crossing was
groatly assisted by the artillery support of four
R batterios of 25 poundera which fired a barrpgo of over

2000 rounds, Tho cnomy appeared to ba stunnecd by tho °
intenslty of the borrage and offered litile resisteonce,
our only casunltios being five wounded, The battalion
than advancod astride the track to an’'area approximatoly
800 yards south of tho UASAWENG RIVER, 22 lfuat Inf Bn
and 37/52 Aust Inf Bn continucd mopping up to ths west
and south of the SANG,A RIVER.

38s Enermy supply arcas at HAMBARIWA were accuratoly bombod

by nine MITCIELIS,

18 Doc.

39, Coastdl Sector, 29/46 Aust IAL Bn continued its sdvanca
3 and crosgasod tho MASAWENG RIVER, The battalion then

i socurod the "sandy beach north of the river mouth wilth
one company, and concenfrated in tho vicinity of Imts
| 578809, Furthor inland, 37/52 Aust Inf Bn moved fo the
high ground betwoon the SANGA and MASAWERG RIVERS,

- b e,

40¢ During the oarly morning twenty-tiniee BOSTONS Bombod and
- straffod dwmp aroas‘along tho onomy supply poute at
o FANOMI and WALINGAI,

19 Dec.

41. Coastal Soctor. After a proliminary artillery
concantration on lnowmn cnomy localltles, duwring which
approximntoly 4000 rounds wero firod, 29/46 Aust Inf Bn
SO carriecd cut a two pronged drive north astride tho coasgtal
%ﬁ. track and slong tho croek from HUTS 578809 towards tho
Ry dofilo north of tho MASAWENG RIVER, DIncemy opposition
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wasz encountored, in tho dofilo 1000 yards south of
FORTIFICATION POINT and aftor an attack with tanks
which lastod "throc hours the battalion conmsclidated
the podition, 37/52 fust Inf Bn.advencod to the high
foaturo 800 somoc 1500 yards north of tho MASAWENG RIVER,

42, Alr support roquosted by 9 Aust Div on tnrgctz along
the conatal track from IELANOA to NUZEN was ‘carricd out
by twelvo BOSTONS and reported na oxocllont, FPurthor
support by ton MITCHELLS which bombed and straffed o
bargoe off loading point and suspoctod duwmp arca south
of NUZEN was nccurnte, AIRACODRAAD continued deily
awcopa nlong tho cdastal nrca both in the carly morning
and lato aftarncon. During 18 and 19 Doo four bargos
woro dostroyed anl one cnomy bomber intorcepted and shot
down.

20 Doa,

43, Coonstnl Scetor, 37/52 iuct Inf 3n seized FORTIFICATION HI
without sorlcus opposition, & patrol from 22 Aust Inf
Bn to tho wost of KILIGIA and south of tho MASAWENG

RIVER found twontyecight cnomy docd who appeared to have
dlod of stnryntion, and a guantity of oquipmcnt,

e« WAREQ Scctor, Patrols by 26 sustiInf Bde to tho northe
oaat and northweat of WAREQ found no cnomy.

45 Cw=in~C with GOC 2 sust Corps arrived at Adv HQ 9 Aust
Div ot KILIGIA. ‘

46. Cﬁﬂ\lﬂlti@ﬂ.

Enomry and own casualtics for thls period werc as followst

(a) Enomy. KEilled. Found Doad. gﬁ. Zatrl,
(Approx) 20 136 6 562
(b) Gwn. KIA., = WIA, HIAe Total,
T 0rfTz,0R. OfTrz.O0R. OfITs.0R. 0ITra.0R.
é 58 6 138 - - 12 '203

Phaso 6 - Coanstnl Advnnce to SI0,

Ogg}ino Suwrmary

1, Botweon 20 Deo and 25 Dec 9 Aust Dlv roorganised to
allow tho advence to continue wlth two brigades(20 and .
26 Aust Inf Bdes), loeving 24 Auat Inf Bde to hold the
arcn GUSIKA - ¥i7R20 - SATELHEERG ,mwith responsibili '
for tho areca south to LANGEMAK BAY, and 4 Auat Inf Bdd
to hold ths area FORTIFICATION POINT = MASAVWENG RIVER, -

2e¢ On 21 Doc 20 Aust Inf Bde pasaed through 4 Aust Inf Bdo
and took up tho pursult of the rotroating onomy. This
brigado Goncentrated i1ts mnin nttontion on the coastal
strip and was ropponsible for "tho defonce and maintenance
of tho boachhoads in its aroa, 26 Aust Inf Bde movod- '
closo bechind in divialonal roservo and was rosponsiblo
for protocting tho rcar of 20 Aust Inf Bdo and the loft -
flank by moans of inlond patrols, The left rdar of the

. advanco was covorod by 4. Aust Inf Bdo patrolllng the

inland aroa north of the river MASAWENG linking at -
HOMPUA with 2/4 Aust Cav (Commando) Saqn patrols from
WAREO, 2/4 Auat Cav (Commando) San wag undor Sommand
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24 Aunt Inf Bdo which was responsible for patrolling
aouth of rivor HSAERG,

3, Crnooy roarguords offerad spasmodic opposition almost
fnveriably from timberod ercoks, but infantry pressuro
ond artlllery and morter céneantrntions nlways foréed
thom to withdraw cvernight. Along thoe coanst, guns,
dumps of oquipm:ntg, ammuniticn, medical suppliéa and
stopras wors found, and snashod onomy berges 1lttcred
the boachsa, A3 SI0 was approachsd, an incronaing
pumbor of oncyy dond was found alon: ths ack and
rmany sick and wounded who woro unanble to keop up

with tho roetroat hind boon abandoned,

4e AL 0710 Xours 2 Jan 2 U5 Porco, 126 Inf Ragt, landed
at SAIDOR with tho objoect of selzing an arca for tho
dovelopriont of zir nnd naval facilitlos for futuro
actions, Only light cppositidn wna ancounteroed and tiw
lnnding was highly succeasful, Constructional work
wany earrled out unimpedod by enemy action and tho -
ailr strip was In section by 7 Jan, Withdrawing Japs
werg forcod %o b ran SAIﬁOR along tho Inland tracks
GALL = TAYEN = 11u:0P0 and MALALAMAI = GABUTAMON -
HOEOPO thenco to TARIAGNAN « YOGA YOUGA = GABUMI « LALOU
The inland tracks were extrermely ruggod, thoir longth
wns four or f[ive times that of the track along tho
conat, and a groat numboer of Japs diod from starvation,
oxhaustion nnd illnessos,

5, ©On 13 Jan thoe main onamy supply base at HAMBARIWA was

gceupled without opposition and showed tho dostructive

effact of the bombing 1t had rocolved, On 15 Jan SI0

MISSION wau occupled and the whole aren combed for

anary atragglera,

6. By 20 Jan units of 8 Aust Inf Bde which had moved diract
from AUSTRALIA huad rellioved 20 Aust Inf Bde 4in the aren
north of the KAPUGARA RIVER and at 1800 hours 20 Jan,

HQ 9 Auat Div handod over to HQ S Aust Div and praparod
to concontrate in the FINSCHHAFEN aroa preparatory to
ombarkation for AUSTRALIA,

7« Mop 7 attachod shows tho dispositiona of 9 Auat Div In
tho SI0 ~ fELANOA area on 15 Jan, and Map 8 attachod

shows diggrammatically the progress of operations during
tho constal advanco from FORTIFICATION POINT to SIO,

Dally Suwmorye.

21 Doa,

8e 20 Aust Inf iirignds pagsszed through'4 Aust Inf Bdo »yith
2/13 Aust Inf Bn a3 advance guard, 2/15 Aust Inf £n as
main body and 2/17 Aust Inf Bn romaining south of thd
MASAVENG RIVER in“brigade rosorvo, <2/13 Aust Inf Bn,
followod by tanks, 'reachod HUBIKA, tho only opposition
being from sniperas The track was carricd through to
HUBIXA but furthoer prograss was barred by a difficult
gorge which wna not bridgoed until 27 Doo,

9« Elovon #OSTON3 bombod and straffod enery occuplod arcas
north of owr advancing troopa at WAUDOKAI, WALINGAI and
AG0,

10, 1n iLhe vorning the C-in-C witn GOC 2 Aust Corps and GOC
9 inst% Div went furward to the front at FORTIFICATION
HILL Whese w mct Commander 4 Aust Inf Bda and hig
ﬁttnlion commmndars, The C«in«C congratulated theso
fficers on the snecess achieved by the brigade in its
first campairn, He ncxt

—_——
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mot cormanding officor 2/17 iust Inf Bn who waa acting
ns gcommandor 20 auaf Inf Bdec and the acting cormnnder
of 2/17 just Inf Bn, In tho aftornoon tho C=in=C

ot cormandor 24 Aust Inf Bde and his battellon
corrzandora and corrianding officora of 2/12 Aust Fd Regt
and 2/2 Aust MG Bn, The C-in-C nccompanied by GOC 2
sust Corps mnd cormuandor 24 Auc: Inf Bde went ovor tho
ground covored in 24 Aust Inf Bdo oporation, Aftorwards
thn C=in~C vizitod the wounded in 2/2 fust CCS

ot IEIDSB/.CH roturning to KILIGIA that night,

22 Doc,

11, Procoded by an alrzctrike by twolvo BOSTONS and oight
0 M/RAUDERS on targots botwean HUBIKA nnd WANDOKAI, 2/13
aust Inf ¥n continued 1ts advanco unopposod npproxinmatcly
3000 yards along the track north of HUBIKA,

12, 24 Aust Inf Bde took ovor tho dofonce of the nroas
GUSIKA = LaNGEMNLK TAY - WAREO and 26 Aust Inf Bdo
bogan to concontrato in the coastal arda proparatory
to continuing the advando bohind 20 Aust Inf Bde as
far as tho KELANCA nroa,

fur
=
-

Cein~C nnd GOC 2 Aust Corps desarted from FINSCHHAFEN,

Cur PT boata aank throe enemy bargos off REISS POINT
and desatroyod two moro which attomptod to boach, Off °
SCHARWHORST POINT ono bargo was sunk and throo damagod,

ped
e
»

23 Dao,

15 2/13 Aust Inf Bn cantinuod its northward advanco and

occuplod an onomy position ono mile aast of WANDOKAI
. from which our vafrols had previously obsorvod the
enemy withdrawing, The vacated position was found

to havo beon bombed and sholled with oxcollont rosults,

Lator tho onerty harasgsed our positions with mortar firc
from VANDOKAI,

15. Twonty-four BOSTONS bombad and straffed cnoemy barge
off loading point and supply aroms at WAMBARIVA,

destroying throe barges, and danaging at loast threo
MOro e

24 Dace
——————y

17 The cnomy withdrow from WANDOKAI, D Coy 2/13 Auat Inf

Bn mdvancod anlong tho corstal track, and at 1100 hdurs

occupied tho villago and socurod a good boach head,

The cnony hed apparontly withdrewn hastily, loaving ~~

behind quantitios of oquipmont and ammunition and many
: unburisd dead. By night-fall tho loading tompany of
o . 2/13 Aust Inf Bn waa in poasition 1500 yards wost of

VIANDOKAI. Tho onomy using 75 mm guns from WALINGAT
aren droppod cighty=-throo shdlls round WANDOKAY without
coyging damnage or casualties. 2/17 Aust Inf Bn moved
to HUBIKA during the day and tanks movod by son woro
landod af WANDOEKAI, Numorous anti-tank mines wore’
found in tho shallow wator ‘nt tho point of londing,
but thasc caused no danmago,

18 Twenty BOSTONS again attacked NAMBARIWA, bombing and
straffing tho bargo hidoouts,

19, At 0630 hours our PT béats destroyed oné onomy eesmult
craft, onc ompty bargo, and onc now o of cargo °
carry bargo, cylindrical in shapo, 100/110 faot long.
20[}25 foot in dimnctor, and probably ocapablo of carryin:
ovor 1000 cubic tons of cargo, On nigﬁt 24/25 Des ouy

Rk o e T M

!
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PP boats atrdffod the wostorn ond of TUAKY ISLAD causing
a large firc,

25 Doc,

20, #cklivity was limited to local ;mtr:ol:i ~nd regrouping

to protect the boachhend ot FNDORAL,

20 Doc,
21, P~trols from 2/13 aust Inf In reported encmy withdrawing
to AGO,
’ 02, At 0630 hours our FT boats sh:lled and deatroyed two

onowy barges at HANIARTHL,
27 Doce

23, 2/13 fuct Inf Bn continuod its aidvance, ascupylng o450,
and WALINGAL and pushing forwerd to the mouth of the
TEWAE RIVER without oncount:oring cnemy rosiztanco.

Die GOC 2 Aust Corps visited LAH, roturning to FINSCUHArEE
on 28 Nac,

25, At 09C ours eightoon MITCIELIS and twelve BOSTONS
bombed :nid atraffod cnomy dofensive pooitions In clogo
support of '2/13 fust Inf Bn Iin vicinity of WiLMNGAI
and KAMOMI,

3G, At 0830 hours our FT bonts on patrol shot down four
onorry dlvu=benbors 15 milos wosh of SRAVE,

o 28 Doce

27. 2/13 Aust Iaf Ea continuod the advancoe meeting sbrong
oppoaition whon the vnomy attermted a delaylng actlion
south of EANIOMI, The onomy was vwell dug In and used
nachine guns and rmortars and a 75 rm jqun, but was.
forcod to withdraw aftor tha position hnd bron éngnged
by a concontration of artillcry and mortor fire, while
the Infeontry maintalned frontal proessurc and ou%flnnkod
to tho loft, My 1600 hours tho battallion hnd eclzared
as far na BLUCHER POINT., 2/15 fust Inf Bn movod to the
village south of K/NOMI and 2/17 Aust Inf Bn to WALTGIGAI,

20, Cormand Group HQ 2 Aust Corps moved to an aroa in tho
vicinity of HEIDSB/CH dnd GOC 2 Aust Corps vialted HQ
) 9 Auat Div at WANDOKAI,
29, Twolve MITCHELLS carriocd out’'a barge sweop from BOGADIIM
to SAIDOR alnking two bargos,

. 20 Doce

e Thore v no advanco along the coastal track during the
day ae iv waa necossnry to build up supplies, but

activo patrolling mopped up strogglers and locatod onomy
poaltions which wero sholled by our artillory.

31, Pivo LIBERALATORS bombod bivounce arcas of 5I0 with
unobasderved rosultso,

30 DOO.

32+ In tho coustal scctor thore wore no changeos in 20 Aust
Inf Edo diapozitiona, Pufrolsa waroe gont forwnrd and to
the left flank, dnoountoring small onomy partics north
of BLUCHER POLNT,
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33. 20 Auat Inf Bdo continuod ts cdvance with 2/16 fust Inf
Bn nd advance puard and by last light woro in contmct
with tha oncay near HNANDA,

s Our PT boats mndo no confact at night but reported
large firos ot LAB/RIWA,

4]
Y

1l Jan,

35, 2/15 Ajust Inf Bn continucd ity advanco with artilloery
and tonks in support, thrsugh KADA and against slight
opposition ocecuplad HUZEN,

364 At 2035 hourd our PT boats sank two cnomy bargos off
VINCIE POINT,

o Jane

37¢ 2/15 Aust Int Ba supported by onc troop of tanks
recaumod the advance on 2 two comp:ny front, and
advanced through XVAMKI.M towards SIALAUM, 24 Fd Béy
movad up by soc from SCrRIET 'EEACH to NUZEN BEACH in
ordoy to support ths advences Enomy in the vicinity
of ZAHGA RIVER who hnd horassced our férward troops
with mortnr firo wero hoavily sholled,

3Be At 2200 hours our PT boats sanl: two onomy birges moving
nortl: botween GUEISERNAU PODNT and l/MBARIWA,

g

:

2/15 Aust Inf Bn continued its advance ond recachod tho

aren SHEDS 341248 after disporsing forty ondmy found on
tho terracos southweat of CAPE KING ‘.‘IILf.IAM. Thls gave
us control of SINLIM with 1ta dxcellont shelteradt

boach for bringing In suppllos,

A
0o
.

40e at 0030 hours our PT boats sank two onenmy barges moving
woct off REISS POINT,

4 Jane

|

4l. 2/17 Aust Inf Bn moved through 2/15 Aust Inf Bn and
advanced to the lino of the SAZOMU RIVER, disposing of
encmy stragslers and taking throo prisonors of war,

42e Ton MARAUDERS and nino RITCIELLS bombod the barge
hideouts and dump aronps at HAMBARIVIA dropping twonfye
govon tons of barbs accurabcly on the target arocas.

5 Jane

43s Thiro was no general advance but 2/17 Aust Inf Bn
astablishiod n standing patrol of ono company at CHISSI
POINT and patrolled to the mouth of tho DALIMAN RIVER,
KELANOA HXRBOUR, which provided on excellent forward

%unding'nnd ataging point for lending oraft, could now
3 uacd.

449. Twonty-five MITCHELLS bombad nnd straffod onormy bivouac
arong and ovocuntion points from VINCKE POINT to -
KIARI and PESCIEL POINT, Considorable’ onemy nctivity

wn3 obscrvod and gun positions nnd dumps astraffode Two
KITTYHAUVES on n bargo awcep bombed and astraffed niiw

bargos lined up along the shoro juat west of BONGGU,
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5 Jnune

#

25. 2/17 sust Inf 3n ant 2/15 just Inf Bn croszed tho
DALIEAE BIVER nrd consolidated on'the for bank. 2/13
Augd Inf Bn rovel to UAZUMO HIVER,

164 Dombing mnd straffing attncks nlong thy canatal waron
from GAU3S POINT to VINC:E POINT wirc cerrizd out by
nind MITCIHLIC and o lght TIRNDERBOLIE on o last 1ight
coadtal swoop dostrofed one barge at NAMB/RIVA and two

) at SOHLALGEN HARSOUR,
7T Jone
’ 27, In the constnl nrea moverment was llaited "to netive

putrolling to tho front and on the fldnlk, sovernl
3r1nll creney prrrbion bolng dlaposed of,
7 P Y P

18, | Instructions were ifrsucd by HQ 2 Auat Corps, that. to
seve fatiguo, deen Inland patrolling would no longer
boe enrricd out,

49, The cnast from YIUCKE POINT to VWEZBER POINT wan bombed
and straffod by nine MITCHELLS in addition to o dump
aroa at TALI, Huch enermy nctivity was again reportod
in the VINCIE POINT arco,

50, During tho night our PT bonts contucted fivo zeventy

foot barges throa and o hilf miloc north of FOMMERN

B.Y on © southeant courza, It vins thought that theao
bargas wore destined for SINGOR, Off NAMBARIVA two

food rafts wero ‘sunk and » subfarine ono and a half

milos off shoro wag attacked but nu rcsults were obaerved,

@

5

|

1. Tho 4dvance by 2/17 Aust Inf Bn was hold up noar tho
coast nlong tho 1lino of the DALIMAN RIVER by approximntes
forty onomy in woll dug comouflaged ‘bunkors with at -~
lonst fivo machino guns and mortars, Thoso positionsa
wore Iinally outflankod and tnkon with support of hoavy
artillery anéd mortar firo,.

(4]

524 Two bergcrc off fho beaeh at HEISS POINT wore damaged
by THUNDER3OLIS .

53, During the night our PT boats deatroyocd onc ompty bBargoe
and engngod cnory troops on -the beach nt KAMBARIVIA,
sunk throo bargea (onc of which was loadod with
srzunition with sovonty to o hunired troops)dostroyoed
n bargo loadoed "with armunition on the boaach near
HERW/RTH POINT, »unk threo loaded barges moving oast
off RIMBA, 'and destroyod three barges on tho bzach

@ at MARAKUM,

9 Jnne

S54s D Coy 2/17 fust Inf Bn andvdncod along tho coastal track
and croasod. tho BURI RIVER, .An oncrry poaition in tho
timbored crook 1200 yards gouthaast of the mouth of the
BURI RIVER was overoomo by tanks supported by artillery
ond mortar fivo,

55, Twolve MITCHELLS bombod and straffed fhe bivouans area
znd reportod cvacuntion peoint at GALI,

L 56« During the night owr PT boata attackod six onomy barges
of £ DORFER BAY, Tho bargos, which wore loadod with
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troopa and on & northwost courac, cttorpted to fight

off the PT boAts. Ono wna sunk and the dthors probably
badly danagod, but wers not scon to sink, A furthor

PT boat patrol cngngcd clight enemy bargos loadod “with
troops noving wcat ono nile south of VEBER POINT, Two®
bargos were dostroyoed nnd the romaindoer badly damaged, )
but rogults could not to observed bocause of hravy slicro -
firce A third patrol destroycd six orory barges on tho

bqach at BIBI,

10 Jan,

57. 2/17 Aust Inf Bn patrol found hastily nbandoned foxholes®
and conslidornble oquipmant 2000 vards wost of BURI RIVER,

8, Alr support was carrled cut by twelve BOSTONS which
N.uuratuly borbod "and straffod tho bivouac araaxs at
haliB, ..RIIIn and SI0,

50, At night, throc PT bonts north of REISS POINT sank’™
threo dnomy boarges ench carrying approzimately thirty
troops. Ono prisondr of wor was takon, mid tho rost
of tho cnorry killod, lorth of SIO ISLMED fwo onory
barrca and a largo 1ife bont wore dc.stro:,'od.

11 Janhe
g ——

60, 2/17 iuzt Inf Bn advancod to tha IAPUGARA RIVER,
In this aroa many woll conatructed positions sltod fér
both gon and land defoncoe were found along tho track,”
Patrols crosscd tho sandbar at the nouth of tho river,
and procoodcd towards GHEISEHAU PORNT by moans of a
narrdéw ruggod tragk at the base of the STOLZEHFELS
SPUR, Furthor progress towards NJMBIARIWA was barrod
by o shcor cliff face north of tho rivor whére woodan
and rope ladders had boan usod by tho anomy, This
eliff might hrve provod a major obstaclo had it boon
dofondod,.

12 Jan,

6l, Tho dn¥ was d:ovotod to roccc and properation of tho
tr_-nck or tho advanco to HAMBARIVA,

13 Jane
S ———.

62, 2/17 Aust Inf Bn (loss twoc companies) mnde tho
hazerdous land approach ovor tho STOLZENFELS SPUR,
uging ladders to nogotlate thoe gshoor cliff facés whj.ch
barred ths track In many places, By 1500 hours tho -
GOALLNG RIVER ha d beon crosasod and NAMBARIWA, ths mnin
onernyy supply base, waas occuplod without opposition.

14 .Tnn- _

83, 20 Aust Inf Bde oporations woro limited to activeo
patrold towardg TELIATA POINT and tho SI0 MISSION

15 Jan,

64s B Coy 2/17 Aust Inf Bn occupled the aron SIO MISSION
¥L1lling fivo onomy during its advoncoe It was found
that tho SIO « NAMBARIVA aroa contalned large dumps
of all kinds which tho onomy had mado no systematlc
offort to doatroy.
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Craunltios,
Casualtico luwring this phase were o fcl.lo's‘rs -

{(a)} Cnowrr Killod. Found Doats P, Totale

Ay

(Approx) oG _367 o8 576
(2) dvm Yilfle T YIA. C VIAGT T Total,
O 23 40R.Clra3.0R.00r3.0R, Orfrs.0R.
1 b 3 %) - - 4 3
p——

1.

Qe

S

5.

oECTION 5.

COASTAL ADV/.IICE FROM SIO TO YAGOM 20 J!&I-;% FEB 44
D 2ATHOL ACTIVI i THE TAYEN AREA 90 1 MAR 444

Prior to this ndvance it wna appreciatod that thoro
ware gome 7000 cnomy (including inoffootives S.:.ccn
SIG nnd 3AIDOR Mut 13 ey knowm that tho rumbor was
12,000 Including 3000 of S1 Div. Howovor, ths onorty
hid censod all organised roslstancoe cast of SAIDOR
rnd indications woro that ho was rmnking a rapid withe
drawal wostwnrd In an ondeavour to concontriate his
forcos nt GALL 2 end thon evncunte the aroa,

1Ty 5 Aust Div, vhich had moved from LAE, rolioved HQ
C Aust'Div ot 282C heurg 20 Jan 44 and, wilth 8 Aust Inf
Déo Gp, A Coy PiB, and 532 B and 8 Rogt (loss E Coy)
2238 undor cormeiii, proparcd to contimuc tho advanco
vios bwnrds "along the cocat and 1ink up with the US forcos
at SAIDOR, :Q Z Aust Corps had Instructod that tho
division wes 6o advanco with not moro than one battalion
forviard, tho forward ovattalion to bo proceded by PIB
patrolsar! not to move boyond renge of supporting
gr;l‘llcry, this lottor restriction boing lifted on

(4 3¢ 1

During tho periecd’2l Jan « 25 Jan'proparations for the
alvanse contimyd, Dfurthor troops, Inocluding olomonts
of 2/14 Aust Pd Rogt were mévod forwird,and action
wvaz limited to patrolling as far west as tho KWAMA
RIVER and south to LEMBANGANDO,

On 25 Jan, thd advanco from SI0 to SAIDOR was bogun,

4 iust Inf £, procodéd by patrols from A Coy PIB

boing tho forward unit, This battalion sdvanced to -
HALASANGA 3 at which place 1% was rolioved,on 3 Fob

bg 35 Aust Inf Bn vhich contimiod tho advance to KEEER
POT, arriving thero on 8 Fob, lo sorious fighting
took place drrfing this porlod but lnrge mumbors of onemy
were killod and fourid dond along tho trocks -.d meny
a:re talon priscaor,

During tho alvance to WEBER POINT tho most sorious
problor a3 one of maintorifnce, Owr forward troops
ware bolng suppliod ontirely by small ship and )
craft but at tirws hinvy scas mido tho beaching of thoso
ernflf most difficult, On 1 Fob, the altuation,
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ngeravatad by nonsoonal weathor, had bocomic guch that
8 suat Inf Bdo orderod its troops to carry five dnys
rations in canso 1% bocame irmpossible to conbtinuo
supply by sca., On tho gsamo day 5 Aust Div rcqucatod
that suvplics bo dropped by alr to 4 just Inf Bn, btut
bad vcather prevantzd a suenessful operation untIl

4+ F.h by vhich tine the goas serc moderatc and normal
supply had boen resumed, T

On B8 Pob, in order to asslat th:c muking of contaot
botwoon tho \maorican SAIDOR Garrls.a and 30 Aust Inf
Bn,an  Australinn Licison Perty noved by son to SAIDOR
and thonoo onst to tha Americon outpont at YAGOMI whovo
1t awaitod " the nrrival of our forward olomonts ndvancing
wopt. Contoot wns mndo at 1030 hours 10 PFob,

Having nade contnct with US forcoes at SLIDOR, 30 Aust
Inf Bn, roliovod 35 Aust Inf Bn on 14 Fcb, was sont
to tho aron GABUTAMON = RUANGE = TAPEN « WAMDILUX -
NOKOPQ to oloar dp strngglors who woro ogcaping down

tho inlend tracke Tho corea was thorocughly patrolldd

and nany Jops woro killed and found doade Howover

froan WANDILUK it was found that the track to NOEOPS

was vory proeoipitious and troachorous nnd In somo places
blockod by land alidos,

On 26 Pob NE¥W GUINEA Force intinatod that GHQ wishod to
conceritrate 532 Rogt 2 ESB ot PINSCHHAFEN on or cbout
1 Mar. It wds thoroforo docidod thnt all trodps in the
forward aron, with tho oxcoption of A Goy PIB, should
bo withdroam to tho KELANOA nroa irmodiatolye 4 Ooy
PIB was to sond a onall petrol into NOKOPO whilo

tho romaindor of ths company wasz to contimic patrolling
in the GALT 2 « TAPEN arons On corplotion of tho
NOKGFPO patrol the oompany loss ono platoon wasd to
withdraw $o GALI 2 for onward move to KELANOA, ono
platoon boing ordorad to patrol dom tho oous% to WASU”
and Invostigato any nntive roports of enormy strafislers,
Tho condontratiofi of ‘5 Aust Div in tho KELANOA aron was
corplato by 1 Maor 44,

For tho wholo of tho opcrdtion groat assistance wan
glvon b{ 4 Tno R Sqn RAAF,  Information aa to onomy
movoront and torrain forward of ocur leading tfoops
proved $o bo involuablo, A Pipor Cub Airoraft had also
boon mado availoblo to § Auat Div and thic proved
invaluablo ns’e quiok and alternative moans of
commnications Small lending strips wore quiclkly
conatructed as the troops moved forwards

Mop 9 attachod shownydiagrarmatioslly, progross of
operations during tho oconstal advanco 3I0 = YAGOMY
20 Jan 44 « 10 Pob 44 and patrols TAPEN aroa 10 Fer
4% = 1 Mor 44 .
Casualties « Porlod 20 Jan = 1 Mor 44,
(n) Encey  Killod. Fouypd Dond. EWe Zotal.
(Approx) 734 1776 48 = 2557
(b} own, KIA. WIA. MIA, Tobale -
Ol‘ggasﬂn. OS;EB.OR. of 840R e 0 8 ¢0 [
b | i 5 - 8

3 - 2
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SECTION 6.

WL THTEHANCE ,

(9 aust Div and 5 Awst Div).

Dur the firat nonth of the cnarpalgn, rosupply was
mrde from "G" Beach nt LAE by craft of 532 Regt 2 ESB,
"G" Boach boing aupplicd from BUNA by ICTs and ISTs,
During the sccond month ICTs and ISTa from BUNA,

MORESBY and MILNE BAY worce routod td FIUSCHHAFEN ond
dinch’\tgod at night In LANGEMAK BAY, A1l stocks durling
those two nionths wore controlled by 9 just Div and moved
from be ~h of digchargo to oither dcepots or forward
beachh: . Maointenance from thcao depots was road
or gog ' -anaport, in no way diffcront fHiom nornal cxcopt
thot the dopot wns controlled by 9 Aust Div dnd the
transportation agenci2s included smnll craft,

An L of C orznnisatinn took over the control of the
norgel Base Sub Arec dopots two months after the inltial
landinge Aftor this occurred, tho base depota accepted
auppliob at point of diacharge and gsupplicd the dlvision,
which agllotted smnll eraft or rond transport to nmovs
supplios forward from depots to Supply Pointa, Deotallsa
Indonting Depots, 'Ficld Supply Depots, Engincer Dumpa,
firrunition Pointa, ADOS Dump, Ficld Post Offico ctc.
Rosupply of the Baso Sub Area depots was continued by
ICTs untll appraximately 0 Nov and thon by small ships,
tho latter incroasing in rumber nrs tho port capacity
incronsod, until Lidborty Ships were reocoived from nboub
the ond of Dccomber, and commonced discharglngs

Yilthin tho division during this porlod, the only
doparture from normal waas the oztablishmont of raegorves
within tho divisional area, usually at boachhonds,
Forward snmallor depots wéro pushzd inland drawing on
thoso bodchhoad rosecrves, Units drow direcct from B
gccphond. Tho division drcw with its ovm geéond line
ransport from the Bnso Sub Arca depots,

Supply forward by nmotor transport was made difficult by
hoavy raina which often renderod tracks imprasablo to
vehiolor. This wnas particulnrly epplicoble along tho
JIVEVAN . and RKUMAWA tracks whon suppliocs woro bulls
up at K.ILWTA and JIVEVANENG in prepmration for tho
nttack on SATELBERG, Again, whon 26 Aust Inf Bde wes
attacking from SATSLEERG towards WAREC tho track KATIKA
= SATELBERG bocame impnsaable due to wet wonthor and
doapito groat oxortions by the engincors in cndeoavouring
to koop tho tradlk open, jecops had bto be towecd through
by RJAE tractors,

In tho ‘lnter stagos of the cnrmpalgn, commoncing on 10
Jan 44, small shipa woro uscd by Corpa HQ ags third line
transport to movd some nupplica to IIALUM and EELANOA
from FINSCHHAFEN, This lcasoned materially the burdon
on tho craft of 532 Rogt 2 ESB and vnablod the division
to concontrate on malntonance and movement forward of
FELANOA, During this stngo of tho campalign it was
roalised that monsoonnl conditions might prevent tho
ESB from oporating for poriods up to throo wooks,
Accordingly twonty-one days rescrve suppllos wero )
ostablishod forward firat at STALUM and thon at KELANOA.
In addition :CC 9 Augst Div orderod that at all timos
at loast sovon days supplies bo within roach of his
advance troops and rogulatod his forwnrd move nccordingly.

T At e S
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Tho succoss of the oporation depondoed to a large
oxtent on tho werk of tho landing craft of 532 Rogt

2 ESB, Long carrica and long hours wire noccssary,
and tha woor and tear on boats severos Timcly *
maintenance work on tho craft was not always poassiblo,
and broakdowns becarc increasingly frequent as the
canpalgn progrcasod. Roccipt of “additionnl ICKs ond
tho untiring efforts of officors, boat orows and
naintcnanco detnchmonts onabled the oporantion t6 bo
brought more rapldly to o succesaful conclualon,

SECTION 7.

SUMMARY OF EVENT3=-RiMU VALIEY,

OPERATIONS 7 AUST DIV OCT = 6 KOV 43,

Goneral,
Solcras

1.

2e

Se

l_"v._. : T

On agswmption of cormand by lQ 2 Aust Corps on 8 Oct
43, 7 fuot Div wos disposed In tho RAMU VALIEY with a
vicw to proventing onomiigggétration southwards through
tho RANMU and HARKHAM V. and protocfing Allicd
Ar Forco inastallations in thoso valloyse. 9 AP wan
alrcady oporating from KADZAB, GUSAP, RIAPIT and
DUXPU,

Tho importance of tho MIRKHAM and RAMU VALIEYS lay in
tho fact that thoy offerod tho only suitable land
appranch by ‘which a largo cnory forco could boe movod
against LAE, Any land movoment againat LAE from tho
nain cnomy concontration arcas at WEWAK and MADANG
mst havo comeo along tho motor tranaport road running
from B/IGADJIM to YOKOPI nnd thenco down tho valleys
of tho rivers PiRIA and URIA into thwo hoad of tha
M/RKHAM VALLEY,

During tho perlod under roviow 7 Aust Div was suppliod
antirecly by alr, with tho forward alrfiold at GUSAP,
nnd until airfliolds could be deviloped at DUMPU,

which hnd beon occuplod on 4 Oct, ocur advanco wes
1limttod b{ this attonuanted L of 6. Forward movemont
in strongth could not bo undortakon owing to inabllity
to provido malntonanco organisation nodessary to bulld
up adoqunto resorves in tho DUMPU arca, ond movo ihoenm
forward as required, MNMoroovor the Divlsioﬁ atill had
only 21 and 25 Aust Inf Bdes undor command, both of
which had suffored considorable wastego mninly due to
nnlarin, Opcroatlons by 7 Aust Div wore thoreforo
rostricted to actlivo 'patrolling and slight adjustmont
of forward poalitions,

Tho onnmz mado no attompt to advance, but soomod ’
contont to hold any furthor forward move by our troops,
tho torrain voing omlnontly suitablo for defonce., This
policy was probably 'forcaod upon him by his conmibtmonts
in tho coastal arca.

21 Augst Inf Bde was disposod with 2/27 Aust Inf B
noar tho hoad watdrs of tho PARIA RIVER ocovarins tho
track from YOKOPI, 2/16 Aust Inf Bn at EGIEI auarding
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the 1aft flank and 2/14 Aust Inf Bn in roscrve, 25 Aust
Inf Bdo was in rcasorve at XAIGULAN with tho task of
patrolling onstwards to the foothills of the FINISTERRE
R/NGES, ‘Dispositions on 8 Oct arc shown on Map 10
attachod,

FProm 9 Oct onwards Div HQ and divisional troops moved

to tho DUXPU nrene Loanding strips wero clearod and tho
rond from DUMPU to KUMBARUK dcvolopods 2/27 Aust Inf Bn
continued their advance through vory difficult country
up tho FARIA RIVER with 2/14 Aust INf Bn moving up in
support and to protect tholr L of C4 By 13 oct
sufficient progross had been nade to allaw “cur: troops to
conzolidato thelrpositions along tho PiRIA anu URTARIVERSD
and to conmonce work on Improvoronts to tho L of C.
From this dotc onward ateady progrcas was madoe by means
of conrt-nt patrolling and by ¢ Nov our forward troops
worc in ‘:ocupation of CAMS HILL which overlooks tho
hoadwat. ra of tho FARIA RIVER, Active patrolling
covorcd tho rclicf of 21 Aunt Inf Bdo by 25 Aust Int Bde
which was offocted btetwean 4 Nov and 7 Nove

At 0000 hours 6 Nov <3, 7 fAust Div campe undor diroct

command of NEW GUIEA Force and 2 Aust Corps was froed
of tho responsibility for oporations in the RAU VALLEY,

£

1,
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SECTIQN 8,
CONCLUSTON,

Tho succoss of this ¢~pilin definitoly romoved the
Jap throat to AUSTRALIA via BRITISH NEW GUINEA, and,

In tho South Wost Pacific Area, tho Jap was forced on
to tho dofenslivae Tho effect of this on his moralo is
uncortain but 1t is roasonnblo to assumo that the onongy
troops ongaged In the oporation no longer havo suprome
confidonco and conviction in thoir own suporiority,

Tho socuring of tho HUOM PENINSULA onabled tho
¢3tablisizzont of an air and a light naval baso at
FINSCHIL.™™1, thoroby incrdasing tho radius of air netion
ovor noriiwest HEW GUIMNEA, tha BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO,
NEW BRITADN and SOLOMOM SEA and porm{tting light naval
forcos to operate in tho BISMARK SEA, 8 had tho
following rosults te

() It comploted tho gaining of control over tho
VITIAZ STRAITS, thus virtually isolating NEW
BRITAIN from NEW GUINEA, and grontly rostricting

one bnr%o traffic and naval activity in this
thoatre of oporations,

(b) It onablod support to bo glven to subscquont ;
opcrations by U3 Forcos agiinat CAPE GLOUCESTER,
SAIDOR and ADMIRALTY ISIES,

(c) It mado tho JAP forward alr basds at WADANG,
ALEXISHAFEH and VEWAK untonable, and foreed hin
to operate from air bagses to tho wost of HOLLANDIA
with consoquéontt docronse in aip aupport for hig
forward aroas, '

e
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¥y 3, Tho JAR loat honvily in paraonnol, his 20 Div (lcas
78 Rogt but plus various attachod troopa)} baoing

o sovordly mauled ond rendercd inoffoctive aa a fighting
i forcoe 4n ogtimnto of enomy killecd and oquipment

g copturod during tho campalgn is as followag=

- (a) Epory Casualties.
($) HUON PENINSUL..

Cut of an ostimated total of 12,750 onemy
{nvolved in this aroes the undermontioned lmown
casualtids wore inflictod during tho

campaigne In additlon, nugpbors of sick dnd
woundcd aro known to have beon _cvacuatocgo

‘ 1{3110 . FOE}& Doand ﬁ’io Totﬂ-lo
(Approx) 3286 20238 86 5610

(11) RAMU VALIEY,

It 12 ostimnted that 7 Aust Div-killed 100
JALPS during the perilod 8 Oct - 6 Nov.

(b} Equiomont C od (HUOM PENTMSULA)

During this campcolign the following onory
cquipmonts were capturodie

75 1 Hountain Gun 27

70 r Battallion Gun 14

37 rm Tank 4Lttack Gun 16

8l rm or 90 rm Hortar 25

5 rm Grenade Dischorgor 75

. (Knoe Mortar)

Eaplosive Throwor 1

Hoavy Machine Gun 57

Light Machine Gun 252

; 20 rma Anti-Afrcraft Gun 8
A 13 rm Anti-Alrcraft Gun 22
o Tank Attack Riflo 1
Flame Thrower 4

(o) U: :my Bargoso

-t 18 catinatod that botwoon MADANG and
PINSCHHAFEN All%od Air and PT'boats sank 228
barges and damagod 151 others,

4e Own Onsunltios,

Our b-ttls casualtics for all formations undor cowrmand
during the carpaign woro as follows ge




Pornation, ! Porlodd RIA WIA MIA TOTAL
i i |
OR jOffd OR |Offr{OR lorrr 1OR
% Auat Div |20 Jan- 3 5 8
1 Mar
7 Aust Div]| B Oct- 52¢{ 7}165 ) pm
6 lov '
9 Aust Div] (a) 90 227 13 {318
(inoclusive | 8 Oct-
4 Aust 25 Oot
Ind Bdo) {b) 25 08 71123
28 Octe
15 Yov
(o) 31 135 31167
16 liove
25 Hov
(d) 45 218 16 263
26 Nove
T Doc ..
(o) 68 138 12 1206
8 Dog=
20 Doc -
(£) 4 33 41 37
21 Doc~
20 Jan
Grand Total 318" POQ 66[1334
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The following noints on enexy tactics aro intended to
anplify those already brought out by fornation reports.
The points raised were noticeahle throughout the
campaign, and became Iincreasingly obvious as the
operation progressed, particularly during the enemy
retreat northward along the coast,

- nh

On occasions the enemy failed to anpreciate fully the
value of ground, Having vasced through our positions
to the ~outh of the R SIKI tre eneny made no attenpt

to secure the XATIXA SPUR which was the only natural
feature of any tactlical significgace, Ratheryhe
preferred to occupy low ground covered with heavy
Jungle, Sone of this may have been orompted by his
imovwledpe of his r‘ormer prepared positions in SIKI
COVE; but these also existed on the KATIKA SPUR, His
defence in the SIKI COVE area was notable for its
death., The terrain in this area lent {tself to
defence in depth, The enamy's fallure to occupy the
tactically important hizh zround and headlands
comzanding SCARLET BEACH is a further illustration of
his negloct to appreciate the importance of ground.
This was nosslbly caused in part also by iznorance of
the value of enfilade and indirect fire, In comparison,
it 13 of interest to note the great value to 9 Aust Div
of capturing ground considered "vital to the enemy',
the outsatanding examnle balng the capture of PABU, The
enamy failed to realise the importance of this feature
until ifts capture and consequently neglected to protect
it adequately.

Rlslike of Open Ground.

During the withdrawal northward from GUSIK4 the eneny
wag very reluctant to occupy the comnanding ground,
The narrow coastal strip was doninated the length of
the coast by a high open ridge covered with Xunai
grags. The sanemy consistently avoided occupying even
tactically important features in the onen, selecting
the small areas of jungle nornally provided by
re-cntrants and cree't beds. #ig reluctance to fight
in the open swas apparently becausec of his

(a) Fear of our arty and air attacks.
(b) Lack of Tk A woanons,

(c) Fallure to anrpreciate the full value of his
long range weadons,

S1Ling of “leapons,

Poor siting of weapons by the enemy was very narked
during his rearguard action. In many cases ground
could have been occupied from which fire eould have
been produced to delay our advance. Instead the enenmy
dug fire positions in low jungle country and used his
weapons over very restricted flelds of fire, Zven then
advantage was not taken ol onfilade fire.
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The eneny's foat of encirclement was no doubt
agzravated by his poor sunply position. The eneny vig
very pensitive to any threat to his rear,particularly
in the latter gtogel,wlth a consegient readiness to
abandon suppofting woaanons and heavy equipment,

a v uonly Svaggm,

In view of the affect 2f the brea’:down of the enenmy!s
naintenance systen in the ojxaratisns In thne OTEN
STANLIZYS, DUNA - SANANALDA, AU and SALANAUA - LAE,
and in vlen of our Air and Javal superiority it wes
doclided that the Intellizence Staff should concentrate
on the study of the cnemy's problem so that his sunnly
systea could be attac'ted with the maximum »rosneet of
success,

For these reasons early in October, a szall special
staff, drawn from both the Opaerations and Intellipenca
Branches was set up at H3 2 Aust Corps, to study the
egneny nethods of sypsly, and his suaply systen for his
forces In the forward area. This staff wor%ed In closelwv
=ith our own 3 Staff to ascertain the problens and
difficulties in our supply system. ZIfforts were made

to obtaln an officor with good Q Staff experlence in

N7 GUIN3A to Join this staff, but a suitable officer
was not available at tho time. Had an officer, with
practical experience of the prohblem of maintaining a
large force over a five day carrier line becn available
it would have been realised carlier that {t was hardly
practicable for tho eneny to maintain his forces in the
FINSCHHAFEN arca by an inland trac': from KALASA.

The primary task of this staff was to dectermine the
points at which the enenm sugply syatea could be most
profit.Hly attacted and the best timos at which to
attaclk it,

Tho co-operation of forward formations and units was
obtained to furnish dotails of information gleaned in
the forward arecas of the cnemy's Q problems, Alsc an
obgservation patrol was put out to report on all
movenent by day or night on the BONGA - "TAREQ track for
the period of one wagt, The reports of this patrol,
taken in conjunction with air reports of barge novements
along the coast and reports of barge sin'tings by PT
boats, did not show the extent to which the enemy was
dependent on his coastal line of supply, It was nob
until aftor PABU, which cut the BONGA - "TARZO tracl,
was seizod on 19 Nov and the enemy reacted violently
and continuously, that it was proved conclusively that
the onemy was dopendent on his coastal line of supply.

The offensive against the ecneny's supply was prepared
for use in support of the attack of 28 {ust Inf Bde
on SATESLBERG snd was launched some days arior to that
attack and majntained at varying stages of intensity
to the end of tha campaign, ,
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6. Tho offensive had throo main objectives :-

(a) To provont tho use of nativo ocarrlors to collect
food und bring up suppllos.

(b) ™o prevent tho movement of ‘suppliea by barges or
-Smarinos along the coast,

(¢) To prevént or hindor tho movement of supplieu
forvard.

All throe Sarvicon ware used for this purposo.

' {a} Thia was achicved by the bombing and straffing of
tho collecting contiras for nativoe foods - tho
main target bolng FULUNGTUFU - and by tho straflling
of tho supply reute, alonz the coast, and from the
coast inland by the FIPTH AF to ensurce that the
nntives lotf't tho enemy sorvico,

(b) Tho barge trafflc wnz tacklod by an initial
bombing of all the known onomy barze hide outs
with following up attacks ont his principal barge
hido outs notably NAMBARIWA., "The operations of
tho PT boata of Task Group 70,1 werc intensifled
and dirocted to aroas of maximum actlvity to
provent bargo movement by night, while barge
awoopa by fichtera of "'tho FIFTH AF limitod ths
barge movement by day.

(s} To hinder tho movement of supplies, bombing and
straffing of ths supply routes ultimatoly lod
to JAPANESE aupply parties moving only by night

. and during tho battle the 2/32 Aust Inf Bn selzed

and hold "FADU", a locality on tho DOLGA - WAREQ
track, to ctop ths nmovement of JAPANESE supplies

o thigs, hias oaslost supply routo. .

s Gonerully tho offect was that tho JAPANEGSE foreces in
the inlond or 3ATELBERG aroa starved, and his forces
on ths coaat waro on half rationa for so long that
diseaso took a great toll and tho state of his forcez

could only be deseribod as pltiful, Thrao examplasn
arae quoted :=-

(a) ¥ithin a weok four of the PW takon ware ‘gso
woenk that thoy died under intorrogation.

(b) Twontyeoight JAPANESE doad were found on a track
_ loadling to the coast - medical opinion was that
E the whole party died of starvation,

(c) Tho ononmy doad and P¥ captured during the advance
from the SONG to SIO wero In'n pitiable condition,
cmacintod and discasoe riddone

kel

B, Tho rosults obtainod in thoso operations from the
. atudy of the onomy's Q probloms, show tho necessity
o for a closo and oonstant study of the cnomy's supply
T difffcultiea, and that a contimuous attack on ths weak

links i his supply chain will produce far roaching e
rosults, -

—_— —_—
anLrol of Oporations in Junglg.

9, Tho campaign has shown that the operationa of forward
infantry and patrols can bo offoctivoly controlled in
B8 thick {unglo; it 15 bellovod that o groater degree of
o control was achioved in this campalgn than in pravious
o campalgnn in jungle covorad country,
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The method by which control was naintained
included the following:-

{(a) The dutalled study of the ground by comparison
«1ith the resulta of stereoscopic examination
of alr pho%os,
(Schogls to train additional personnel in
infantry in alir photo Iinterprctation were conducted
during treainir; nrior to the campaign).

{(b) The malntenance of diraction and distance by
natrols, by the the use of measured lengths of
co=bat telaphona wire, the use of comnaases and
the prior study of the land features on air
shotos, 3y “eening telephone communication with
natrols, locattons could be checked or identified
by reference to unit or brigade haadquarters,
wnlle the antrol was still on the sround.,

(c) he infornation of the terrain was bullt up

tudy cof tho ground, maps and alr photos,
cmentoerd by reports of patrols, models of
round were bullt at unit headquarters,
ware usad to brlefl natrols and put the
rd troons in the plcture prior to the battle,

Q
3 3 e
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Soconaglaannce to deteralpe the location of th £oay Defeadad
[:ﬂﬁ Iy v

11,

To atltac’e enemy prepared positions in the jungle before
their location has been determined is to court fallure,
and, as in any other twpe of uwarfare, the naturs of the
ground over wnich ths attack i1s to be lsunched and the
location and oxtent of the enemy's position must be
known, Therefore dellberste preparation is necessary
and time is recuircd to build up the required
information from all availadble &gsources, the main one
being the obscervations of patrols.

It should b2 noted that the remarks are not intended
te apply to first contact <hen bold neasures cay be
necessary to secure the initiative, bul to operations
yhero the crnenmy has sclected and prepared positions on
the ground which he intends to fight and hold.

Tactican ] Hethods .

12,

13.

L iy I

Subsequent to the resunption of the offensive, after the
cnenty's attact to repaln SCARLET 3ZACH und FINSCIGIAFEN
had beon defeated, the battle followed the usual
phases: -

(a) The attact to wear down the cnonmy,

(b) The break through and capture of the cncmy's
raln nosition and tactical fratures,

{c) The sursult alons the cu .5t to complete the dereat
and to cut off the enemy from his sunply beaches,

Generally thz tactical methods c¢cmployoud against the
areas held by thoe cneny wers in the following scquence:-

(a) Intensive patroliing to locate and If possible
isolate the cnemy positions.

(b) The use of artillery and/or mortars to harass
and weaon the coneny.
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(¢c) The use of all srecpons to support, and the attack
by an adoquate force from the front, flank, or
rcar, to epasure the cepture of the position,

Many {sland canpalgns muy nccessitate a long advance
along a coast as this one wig - froa the SONG RIVER
to SAIDOR, During this advence it was found that:-

(a) The {ntormediate cbjectives becsme the few "Alle
weather bcaches™ ¢t which stores, guns and tanks
could be landed.

(b) Tho rats of the advanco was dependans on ro supply,

{(c) Maintcnance by craft of the-532 Regt of 2 ESB

US Forces proved succcssful; stores, guns and
tan¢s belnpg moved to woch successive boach after
its capture. The construction of a continuous
coastal road was continued, 30 that an alternative
nrans of supply was available when the rough scas
sthich occurred during Jan and Feb prevented the
running of the small craft of the E83,

(d) For re-supply, the Commander of the Boat
Battalion cstlmated that ono LCM proved as
effcctive as 1O LCT(P).

(¢) Tho small craft of 532 Rogt were able to ferry
troops, storcs, runs and tants around river
obstacles before crossingscould be constructed
by the RAE,

Plonnine and Preparation

16,

In this typ: of wnrfare, as olsevhere, complete and
thorough preparation for an offensive is essential if
success is to be obtained, The ideal combination is,
naturally, adequate nreparatfon combined with swift
action both to gain surprise and maintain the momentunm
of tho offensive. This can only be achlaved if the
initiative is ratnin:d and forward planning 1$ earricd
out in anticlipation of the course of the battle,

Throughout this campalgn cevery effort was nade to
achieve the s2bovo policy by :-

(a)  Active patrolling znd cffective use of artillery
once the oneny's countor offensive in the KATIKA
area wns halted, thereby quickly rogaining the
initiative which thzreafter was never lost,

{b) Conccntrating the form-tion which was to perform
the next phase as carly as possible in a
suitable arca from which to operate.

(c) Collceting adequate information concerning “the
eneny which enabled our troops to he quickly
and thoroughly bricfed in repgard to their part
in the operation, To assist in the collation »nd
disseminntion of this informatlon, landscape
models were built whore possible. Thase were
built from maps, checked and corrected by a
close study of air photographs, and supplementcd
by information obtnined from constznt and
extensive patrolling, The models were used for
planning and the issue of verbal orders and
wherever possible, all ran%s takine part in the
opcration wero brlcfcd on the nodel and later on
the ground from points of observation,
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(d) Building up dumps of znmunition and supplies
sufficiently large to cnsur2 that the momentun
of the 2ttac't would not be unduly interrupted
by delay to cnadble supplizs %o bz brousht
forsrard, I it was gntlclpated that afr
dropping of supplies mizht ba necessary,

For cxample at PABU, tentative plans for this
were made,

(c) Carry!ing out any special training requirad In
conjunction with, and during the préparatory
phasey Tor exampla, the training of infantry
vith lnnks.

on g 3

Throughout th: camnalyn the restrictions imposed by
ccarcity of shinping called for close supervision

of shipping prioritics, It was ossential to doterzinae
the most suftable priority of units for the forward
nove 2nd the ellocation of ceraft available, The
situation at FINSCHHANZN mnde it clear that more
fighting-troops were required forward as 2arly as
possible; but that neoed had to be balanced against
the rcquircments of admainistrative units to develop
the base and maintain the force at FIHSCHHAFEN s it
increased in siza, At various times the operational
situation demsnded the immediate forward move of
fighting units required to win the battle, Consequantly
the move forviard of administrative and sorvice units
vtas unavoidably delayed thereby making diffieult the
maintanance of the forvard troops and the roonair of
cquipaent,

Usg of Supporting sIms.

18,

The recent oporations have proved without doubt that
artillery and tan¥%s can be employed most cffactively
to support infantry in the jungle, Tho use made by
9 Aust Div of tanks and artillcry undoubtedly saved
many infantry casualties end at the samc time
contributed to the speed of the advance, Further
detalls of lessons learned in this regard are
included under Section 4 - Artillory and Scetion 7 -
Eaployment of Arny Tanks,

0¥l _TACTICS

SUMHARY OF MINOR LESSONS.

1.

Information

Tha lesson that negative information paasod
rogularly iz valuable and essonticlyhas not beon
fully applied, In many casos this applios to the
for#ard asub unit cormanders who rmst arrango for
regular, at least hourly, sitrepa to be passod back.
Tno tendoncy to walt for good or positive nows must
bo ¢linminatod,

Whon accurato and detailed informatlon 1s hard to
obtaln, good patrolling la of vital importancé, and
is practically the only anawer to tho problem. Alr
photoa arc oszential for e detailedstudy of ground
over a particular sector from which the patrol policy
and plen cnn bo formulated and the necessary routes
and approaches can bs golectaed,
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In all casos the patrol cormanders chould bo )
carofully briofod with the photos, and an acouratoly i
annotated photo skoteh map must bo proparod. Tho :
bricfing ruct bo dotalled and oxact and rust bc'checknd
backs Attontion to detail is vital to obtaln tho best
infornation as one btad patrol may rasult in tho wasto :
of n dny or incorroct doductions of that aroa. Excent
in tho ¢ase of irrwediante loenl protective or rocea ;
putrols, "all patrols ghould be at leest of platoon i
atrength, ond oquippod with menng of corrunicatlon,
Such patrols2 are able to deploy ond fignt for
informzbtion, hold ground gninsd andywhoero necossary,
form a {irm buao from which small rocce patrols can
opurzli ¢ Good, sultnble comrmnications ore necossary
to an-  timo with informatlion, call for gupport or
assiast noo 1if roquired, and thus hold ground guinod.
in tho caga of distant patrola - from 3 days to o i
months duvatlien = the strength, supplies and !
corzmanications must bo carcefully conclderod, Locnl
guldas such az ANGAU or PIB porsonnsl anrc a greab
naget, It has boen found that such patrola roquirc
consfdorablo numbsr of carrlers with the durn round
tnvolved, nnd a saf: supply route, The Nos 11 sect
ualng DG procodurs providcs satisfactory cormunicablony.
Pro=arranged meothods of roporting on fixod achodulas,
with the minlemun use of codes, i3 csaontial,

i P & F A o
'
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Pirst Lirht Movca,

During the operation It wen found thnt wvaluablo time
vae loat re-satablishing contact from night perimotors,
Tne followlng roastar systom was introduced, and is
considercd a satisfactory mothod of cnsuring a firat
light staprt. Ons company per forward battalion is
vorndd nand praparcd the previous day for a first light
move, with onc platoon of nnother company on gimllar
notico for patrolling, With this mothod onc company
13 roddy to continuo the advrnce as soon as it lsa
lights Arrangomonts are neceesary to pasa othor sub
units through at n sonvenionbt timc to pive the 1oadlng
troops a brogi: for a monl and 2 clenn up. With o goo

Q orgnnisntion broakfast can be preparcd ovor shleldoed
firaa before firast light.,

Tcating Faory Posltdons

When in clozo contact, the problom will arise of tosting
tho cnomy poaltlona at first light, to detormine if ho
haz withdrawn or 1ln what strength he s holdings. The
cnomy is adopt at camouflage mnd holding his fira,
nocoasltating 2 closo examinetlon to provide tho
requlrad information. Purther study and c¢xperimont

13 nccossery to provide practleal answora.

Some wsuggostod methoda ;-

(n) Smnll night listening poste of up to threoe mon
to nanoouvre forward closc to the onomy
forward dofonded locnrlitios at o aultablo timo

during the night using longths of signal wire
nz o pulde to return,

{b) The attaociment of wires to bushes and durmlies,
rigsed durlnz the nicht, a3 cloac as possible to
the onumy forwnrd dofended localitiog, to
airmilate agercssive movement at firat light.

{c} Pro dawn and first light outflanking patrolas,
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Se "Stripped Down" Rifle Comnanica,

: thore posoible 1t i3 advisablo to "atrip dowmn" the

. rifle companies bofore a delibeorate aitack or

S ancirclomnant 1.0, wenpona, amrunltion, tools, food and
water, Doialleld arrangemants are then nececaary
arounting to a kit peragraph in orders, to includo

i haverasacks and Sed rolls {n the reorgenisation stores

o ns aoon ar elircumntancos permit., Guite aofton a carrying

i party from hoadq:arter company or a reserve rifle
company will Lo roquired,

Gs Dofonco.
o (2}  Threre i3 a nead for two stn o of training:-
tt) Do overcome junsle conditionz,
;j {14) To uza the junzle as an aid,

i {b) This involves a lmowledego of fun~la “exture and
kX its recsosnition from alr photos,

= {c) Even in junglo, it I3 esaentinl to cover as rmch

T ground by "ire as posaitle. Furthermorc, It
i2 posrlible to do 30 if the jungle is carefully
recce:l nnit intollimently propared by cut-ing,.

(d} 1t iz easantlal to deny the onomy Imowlndge of
our poslitiona br:e-

B, (1} Foating sentry groups and stending patrols
e forviard of our ponitions,

. (1) HNot clearing the jungle, 10 ns to raveal
. , our posts,

(L1t) Studying concoalment.

{o) Docention us to our positlions should te aimed ot
7=
(1) Patrols - standing, and moblle,
(11) Cutting durmy fields of fire., (Duzmy posts
are dangerous unleoss w0 aro atlo to fire

into them, Othorwise, the cnomy many uae
thom, They must not offor tho cnemy cover).,

>
&

(f} Diacipline while occupying defansive poats is
azzsontinl, The felloving points need moro
attontion:

t1) Buflding kitchens and living quartors In
a4 concentrated aroa or actually on top

of fire positlions, so that the lattsr wore
advertized.

(11} Noiso creatod while troops wero in forward
posts = again advertlsing our prononce.

(111) Caroloss shedding of oquiprmont, arms and
clothing in forward posts,

(v} Lothargic or inoffective guard  and
sentrypo during daylight,

{(v) Caroless hyglena and caroe of arms -
Particulnrly anlvagod woupons,

.. .
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{g) ‘Traininc in tho lavout of sectlion posts needs
to be given speclal a%tontion.

Tho siting of battallion supvort weapons in a perimoter,
roguires a cloae study of the ground {or lines of
approach and targets, in order that the best valus may
be Jdorivad from thonm,

{n) Modiunm ¥achine Cung. It is conaldsred that a
minimum field of fire of 40 to 50 vards la
easontlial, oven on a looae travorss, Vihore
posaiblo, the mediun machine guns should form the
basic {ire plan of tho perimater, and 1if sited
forward, thor must be adoquately protectod by tho
forward troops and small arma {iro,

(b) Mortars. Particular care In aiting is noceasary’
to onzuro Lthe minimun firing ovoer our own troops,
dune to tho dangor of "drop shorta", With tho 3
inch mortar, it must ba nnaured that the minimm
rango allows close defonaivo {iro to be put down,
Cazualties have been inflicted on our own troops
and many usoloss carries have boen made, dus to
darp chargos.

Man Manaromoent,

Offieors miat gupervise tho oqulpping and loading of
thoir mon, Men tend to ovorload thomselves, and then
dlacnrd valuablo equipment, whan fatigue overtakos.
thom, lyclene, tldymous and nalvage are irmportant,
Thoy rmuat boconwo habltsz,

Hovamont

Towards the lattar poart of the campaiyn, whon mon were
tired, thore was ovidonco of a tendency of slackening
control by platoon commanders, len nust move ag
platoons, not as individuals, Tho paco muat be
regulatod a0 as to aveld gtrag ling.

Battle Dpill,

It 13 conaldored that the teaching of "oontnct drilli"
“1th tho automatic devolopmont of a2 platoon attack hasn
roachod such n ata-o that it has over-shadowsd the
nocesalty of a quick approcintion by the platoon
cormandar, A driil for the initial doployment of 'a
platoon on making contact {3 conslidored necesaary, but
thercaftor tho platoon cormandar mat direct tho attack,
basing hin plan on a guick mpreclation, Tho extent
to which automntic Linttle drill has boon doveloped may
result In the qulick dlaaination of the force with
reaultant loz3 of control,

Tactical Hethods to which the Japancco proved
Suacaptnblo.,

{(a) Aftor an onemy posltion hnd boon located, it was
found thaty rrovided pressure was maintained on
the cnomy lor a continuous period of about thrae
days ho usually attompted to withdraw,

(b) Tha onemy provod particularly sensitive to the
fire of our artillery and mortars, particularly
an ho had not tho moans to mako an adequate roply,
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(o) Smoke has beoen vsod with success to discever tho
Yocation of tho onemy posts and automatie
weapons for the onomy usually fires into amoke.
It was found during the coastal
24voneco that whon confronted by o nwigt
and vigorous assault, particularly from n flank
end after artillery and mortar bombardment, tho
onem™ broke in panic and [lod, This was donn
even thouch tho poaltions could hive beon ke d
longor ©7 & more dotermined cnemye Ho appoasad
domoraliscd by artiilary and mortaer fire ani by
ronlly ¢lose fighting with zub machine fun,
cronade and bayoenat., Our losses in cloae quarter

’ fighting wore amall comporoed with tho enerry'o.

SECTION 3 LNTZLLIGEKRCE

1. Stﬂff:

Topography 13 of great importance in =Y GUINEA and tho
volums of work in I(t) normally roquired two I(t)
offlicara, Thoir diviscion of duties is broadly acs
follovws:-

{a) The sonior I(t! officor 1a principal advisor and

‘ authority on I{t) mattera and mist bo oxpert In
hia subjoot, including interprotation of air
photographs, Mo is raaponsible for tho forward
planning, including the atudy of, and the wrlting
of, topographical appréciantlions concerning landing
tenrches and facilitles, tracks nnd track timings.
Eo also advisnes upon climatic ana ratoorologlcal
conditionsa,.

(b) The junior I{t) oi'ficer supervisea thuo ataff,
does detnllad collatlion and exchangen information
with survay, AAPIU and higtor and lowor formatlons.

2, Soyrcon and Valuo of Informatlion.

(a) Air Protocraohs.

Those provide the most ruliable asource of
_ ~ormation, The prims importance of having a
- 1pleto bastc photo coverago of tho entire aroa
. o: operations hus been fully demonciratods Tho
covorage, praforably on & scale of 1: 10,000,
should bo made oarly to onable study for planning.
Without thin covorazoe, it is often impossible to
ttio In' and rclato photographs of thae XEI GUTHEA
junglo, dnd the supply of futuro demanda 1ia
hinderod., Photorraphs wore invanlunblo to
comanders and ataffa for planning and operations.
All combatant offlcoers roquire training and .
axporienoe in the Intorprotation of air photographs
of NEW GUINEA vagstation. The atudy of the
tarrain by means of "Storoo Palrs" was monot
offeotlivo Iin tactical planning. It was observod
throughout tho campaign that a study of "Storeo
Pairs” paid dividenda in that formationa which
made Auch studles wore ofton, during cutflanking
moves, ablo to avoid shoor cliff fncos or
$masaable ravinos,
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It haa boon recormended that sterooicapss,
untvorsal, bo an {ssue to all formations and units
down to and including Iinfantry batiallions. A
rocommendation to thla offect was confained in
Adv 2 Auzt Corps C/486/SD of 7 Mar 44,
Limttutions to ths use of air photographs are
provided by the natural corcealment provided by
junzle vegetntion, Camouflnged defonuive
noottions ave vary difflcult to locato. It i3
airficult Yo dotermine from alr photographs the
dopth of water inshore and off reofs unlaaa tha
photographs aro ldeal.

’ (v) Canturod Engmy Vaps and Documonts:

Thir source was valuszbla but ocould not hoe depcnded
upon. Jap maps and zkeich mapa ara vory diffieult
to interpret and aro ofton dlararatlic only.

(¢} Topeorrsphical} Publicationz Issued by Allind
Goospnphicnl lection.

Those precent a veluable bacliround nnd provido
ugeful supplemontary information, The publicatlions,
howovor, wore not always complote, nceurste, or
dofinite, (For instunce, the report on poszlble

AR Ab

land iy beaches bobwmeen HADAIG and CAPD CHOISTLIIG) .
(d) Toc R Raports,

So fur s thene reports rufer to topoyraphy, thay
ruat bae accentad with resurve. rilots have crueab

e dirrieulty in pin-pointing positiona and
localiticd on the sonovhet lnaccurate mapan
avalilnblo, feporta az to track activiiy proved
valuable but rueh informatlion 15 hlddon from the
pllot by Lhe funpla,

(c) AUGAL Offlcura,

Theao officera pravided very valuablo information
to forward Tormations but have 1ittle lialson
%:th Corpa Headyuarters,

(f} Prizonar of Var Statorenta,

On I{t) mntters, prisoncrgof war aro seldon
helpful, bul did acaiat in tho interpretotion of
p alr photoa by indiecating theroon onomy nctivity,

Egtablighrmont of g "Q" Intelliconco,

T o Se A apoeial dopartmont was creanted to study the enamy
malntenaneo aystom, and lines of comrunicatlon, This
departnent collated all infornation on the gubject
and provided information as follows:

{(n) Loplutical Anla, vhich onabled caleulations to be
mnda aa to onemy maintonance requlrements of
all cormoditivus, the capacltios nf small craft
anci carrlon clong the lines of communication,
anl timo and space information thorson,

(b) FProbable locationa of onomy main bases, barge
o0 ata;clng and of{ loadlIng peinta, alr terget

VT Informntion, and, generally, information raegarding
i tho posalble ant prohable land and aca lines of
R comnunicntion.
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The functions of this department are more fully
described in Section 2, of thig rcport,

r o ~ e ¢

(a) The staff usad consisted of a senior intelligence
officer,who was an I(t) expert and who was ascisted
by ons clerk, and {t was the duty of this
itntelligence officer to report to the LO I who
stas responsible for making deductions and
decislons, 3oth these officers roceived
assiistance frem a "Q" officer, Thic staff
nroduced rood results, althourh, a2t times,
continulty wias lost when the LO | wac away fron
tha hesdquartsrs sn lialson visits,

(b} From "I(q}" {nforrmation, & co-ordinated prograrme
of alr and ces altacl on the vulnerable points
of the grneny lines of cozmunicztion and
maintenance systenm, should be prepared at an
esrly =ztaze, so tha!t ine necessary air and naval
forces can be =made avallable and promerly briefed.

gnony Strensths, 2ispositions, and Grder of 3attle,

e

I{a)

This deosartnent hundles a mass of paper snd its

staff of only tuc offlicers has becn Cully encared.

It ig felt that with more than two divisions under
command, thcue officers may not have the time to give
to all lnformaticn coning into thelr department the
detatled attention it decerves, It is possible that
the I{a) stafl should be augmented by a G3 I(a), bdut

an attempt is now balng made to reorguanise tha internal
running of I(a) frorm lesscns lvarnt in recent months.

Adr Photopraphs,

6.

a8 <] s

(a) In gencral all air photographs should be fully
annotated both for Corps Headquarters and for
sending forward to Divisional Headguarters,
However, with topopranhical runs, divisions
prefer annotations only of place names; additional
toporraphical information such as tracks, spurs,
and distances deing mariiaed on photographs by
varlous intellipence sectlons according to thelr
requlrencnts,

(b) Type 2 Mosalcs of !important operational arcas
should be preparcd.

{c) Very close liaison is necessary with G (Int)
and G (air), It 1z ossontial that informatlon
be passed on as quickly as possible, verbally if
necessary,. ‘then practleablo, reporés should be
1llustratcd by sketch maps or overlay traces.

{(d) The overlay traces for 1 inch meps showing
coveraze and print numbars of runs, should he
sent to divisiona with photographs.,

11
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(h)

(1)

(1)

(n)

(111) Typ
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All cnemy information of immodiate arca of
oderations should be collated cn cither nosalces
or photo nmaps. This facilitates refercnce to
subsequent photographs and indication of air
targets. If mosalc, or photomap, 1is not
available, then the largest scale map avallable
should be used,

Information visible on photos should be described
snecifically; indefinite terms such as 'much
nctivity" should be avolided.

Glve count, and typei ol encmy weapon pits and
e

other defences visible, and describe sightings.
“atch for dumny positions.,

» nographlcal Infornation regarding river crosclngs

1 be {llustrzted by sectional diagrams; thece
va useful to ongineers in this fors,

Tracks ara extrenmely important and reforts shoild
include:

(1) Average width.
(1) Stote of use - nsrmal or abnormal.

2 of traffic carried; If wheel marks
iblz, then distances Hoatwien mariings.

1
accurate count of hutis in villazc is Important,
It is of advantagoe to guote print numbers on
which 1tois of particular interest appear, to
enable formations to request these photographs

if requircd.,

Dealing with attack photographs, the renort
should cover:

(1) Assessmont of damage.

{11) Where bombs have fallen.

(111) Comparison with mission report, and damage

clained,

erence the photo library at Corps Headquartszrs,
eapericnce sroved it necessary:

(1) To plot accurately on 1 inch maps coverage
of all photographic runs rccelved.

(11) To maintain a card for cach misslion (or run)
recolved, showing complete detail and history
of photos.

(1it) To complete detalls in (1) and (i1) above

85 soon as photos are roceived,
(iv) To trim photographs of any cxcess lateral

"borders" for ease of cxamination and
getting up quickly as loose Typa 1 mosalc,

e ———
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Ihg ¥aluec of 5{;;;;qu Suonort,

Artillery can clve most valuable and oflecctive sudport
in this type of terrain . Th2 main artillery weapon

wac the 25 pr and at no time, once tha zuns were ashore,
wora the forward troops without support. Confldence of
the infantryman in the gunner, the importance of which
is so strongly stressed in all our teaching was achieved
to a markedly hizh degrea by the effective usc of
formard obsorvation officers with forward companics -
and e+  with patrols - of artillery liaison officers
with t° forward battalions and brigadss but,most of
all,by the results whenever fire was called for. It is
considarad that the puns not only contributed largely to
the success of the operation but also assisted materially |
in makinz that success possible with the relatively

1isht casunaltles te onrselves,

Yy > artillery T he

Operations proved conclusively that the well-estadlished
nrineinles laid dowvm in all artilisry toxt books and
paphlets aro cqually applicable to a campaign in this
theatre of onerations as they arc to any other theatre.
In rezard to the zbove:-

(1) The=e has bean a tendency to think that the
conditions nacessitate radical changes. This
is incorrect.

Conditions of terrain and weather, faeilities -
for transportation and movement to. Howovar, it does

ncecessitate sone modifications to cquinment,
rganisationgand precedure for deployment.

These are dealt with separately in this report.

p# of Reoserves o ci et

All regiments must have, within their ovmn war
gstablishment, highly trained resorves of specialists
ol all *vpes. Th?s epnhlies particularly to regimental
signall-rs, At one sta:e of operations thc total
deficic oy in the regimental signals of two field
regiments engaged in actlve oparations oxcecded 100.
Reinforcements wzre not available, In order to carry
on, 44 sice hed to he obtained fro~ a third regiment,
then due for relief, after a long derloed in NET GULNEA
including operations.

(2 1 othin~ a Zaulon

(1) All artillery personnel must carry all it
on thzir back,

(11) The old practice of transporting kits in
unit vehicles can no longer be followdd.
(111) Tho haversack is the most suitable
containor.
{iv) The rifla or S5LC must be carried by the

soléicr as well as th: bedroll of one
blanket, ons ground sheet, one mosquito
net and gas caa,
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tiller

rovisio or Rli-f&,

A Tlcld roctaeny, when contlinuously cizloved in jungle
oacrations,cannot malintain the reguir.d standard of
affictoney ovar a2 lone o riod, The los: of efficloncy
Iz attributable larscly to fatizuc and sickness, quite
anrart {rom battle casunliles. Troops =wore aff.cctad by
atigug much oor2 gquicxly durlng junsle operations,
than was the casa in Yiddle Zast Oncrations, The
reasons for Whis wero:-

(2) gGlinmate,

Thy elinpce $hoelf

! 3L 3 he2zlthy one and
siekncesa ouleily roda
1

-
¢85 La. rumbhor of affcetives,
ot avallable, Thils, in turn,
strain on the it nersonmngl,

felnforeznunts vra
Maced an additiona

(b)  Abnormal ameunt of Yaghandlin: of Guns apd
Gun _Ztoras,

aloves of battories or troods usually éentailzd the
us¢ of both sca and land transport, with
consoquent manhandling of zuns and stores,

Uotor transpert was a[ways vary limited, In some
cas:s it could not be uced cven when aveilabdle,
On occasions, tracks had to »e cut for the guns
baforo they could be :oved to solected positions.

-

{c) 2 vy Moasuras apal 1 1
The siting and constrmiction of these defences
involved heavy work, The mannines of them allow.d
fowar nen to rest.,

(1) aduced Notor Trinsnor

Peraonnel conld not be transworted In unit

notor transport, They had to march and carsy th:iir

oquipmant .throughout the "operations.

It {5 essential therefore, to provido a relief. This
should be avalladble uither in, or in close proximity to,
the theoatre of opirations r'rom the commzncement,

It 1s stressced that the number of field iuns which can
be effectivoly vmployed in an operation is linmit.d Ly
the ammunition malntenance situation and the forward
supply to sun nositions. In this operation action was
taken to onsurc that amplec ammunition was available in
the forwvard arca, and was accessible to the guns, It

vas therefore possible to use cffectively, the forty eight -

25 pr guns which wera deoloyed,

1]
s .

3xcellant co-oparation wags arforded by 4 AC Sqn (now

4 Tac/R Sqn) RAAF. Targets wer: reglstered as requiz 4
and during t'2 static period control noints ver:
cstablished, somc of the rozistered targets being used,
Co~opcration =as sufficlcntiy close for it to becomc

a comnmon practice for a pilot vhen engaged on tactical
reconnalssance and obscerving a worthwhi{e target, to
switch over to the artill.ry frequoncy and enpage it,.
The ¢ffcctivencss of the fir: has frequently been
renarzad uzon by ohservation post officers who have
subscqusntly, durins the advanec, travezrsed the arcas
ongagead,
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Cring to the late zroivel of ocguiprent toe alr )
observaticn pest iz not uis.d In epuratlicns, This is
a natter for rogret as U oI5 considered that an alr
ohsary- “ton nect wonld have cnabled RAA to engazed many
tarmat  hich trere othorolae lost,  An alr obssrvation
sgst . ceadliness fn o thiz roecioencal ares cun JI S0
aateily {n th alr snd Inoa nosition e octuorve,that |t
could nave on-:-od many floeting opportunity tarsats
which il 415539¢3r04 D the time an ary co-oxeration
s~madron slanc corld Ze alrberng over the tirsel arca.
Nigogsity for Tung srcacye Srtillary,
(a) The provision of tant atitack artillery for a
purely tank attack rele fs neecessary only ir Lha
uurrain in wnieh operations a2r: to take )1acc:-
(1) Makas wre use of tanks by the cneny 3
rial nowuibility and :
(11) Favours tlo use of tanks of a typo
ragulring th: welght of shell 6 prjy - that
ia to sy z velsat of zhell hoavier than
tk1t availatle from 2 or suns of infaatry

(b) In these oporatd
oven in.un‘-" tan
nornal role,

y 1% as not nceostary to usce
a2%tac’t platoens in fhwdr

(ec) Thw tes ton te c2ll forvard one tanin attaclk
13045 to have hween nade "riﬁaril" =ith

a mlc o lts emnployment in o heach dofence role,

(a)  _u: use of either 2 or 6 »r tan sttack suns to
nrovide detcnacs asainst hostile landlng craft is
effeetive and sroved suceessful abt SCATMLET 2ZACH.

(b) t o A

The helle! 1= hnld by sozo th 2
cshould be armour ﬂih”Llﬂu, ained Lo
cnZine ef the barje. This offor
target clituat.d to”wrds tha stern of thu cr 1

and places ths centre of th: zone of the jun wvaw
from the centroe of the target thus dccreasiﬂg tiiee
chanece of o hit., Thae oscillztion of the hoat due
to the wotlon of the sea lnereas:s the difficenlty
of ohtalninz z dirzet nit

(c) aia,

If arcour niereing {s uscd 2 dirczet nt
be scorad to iafllet daraze. The effcet
plercing is very limited srhercas the bur
3
&

AroL O
hizh cxolosive covers ¢ consideranhle zrea
u“d therefore iz 1likcly to cause casualtices to

the occupants,
(d) It ir clear therefor: that:-

(1) Point of zip srould be in the contre of
tha visible rnass

(> High explosive should be used in preferance
uO araour pisreing,
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(111) as high explosive ic not yct availabls
for 6 nr aquipments, 2 pr Jung should be
uscd for boach dafenees.

Lid -

1}, In ord:r to provide c¢ffcctive lisht antil-alreraft

) dafencss of field ortiilery, both furinz a forvward

- nove in spall craft, and subscquently at the landing
beach, 1t was found advisabla to fncludc in tho move
three 40 mm Bofors. Thaerefor:z, whon naking the
arrangensnts Cor the forward move of a [icld batu.ry,

it was assumcd this included oight 25 prs and three 40mm
Bofors togethes =ith a minimun of transport.

Q 12, The nllotment of light antieaircraft was hased on Lhe
r-latlve Importance attached to the various tasics
rocuirced of Li:ht anti-alrcraft throuzhout ongrations.
tnfs 1z cxcmnlified by th: fact that, vhen 2ambing,
tha cnery pald particular attentlon to Ti.ld un arcas,
Hizh priority was sivea therefor: to the task of
providin: protection of {icld artillury,

13, Light anti-airerasrt 2flcd nesr beaches should be
allottod the scconidary role of buach defence .

13,

If hwavy anti-gircraft is rcquired Tfor the dufoncs of
cither ~rulnerable potints or vulnerablo arcas carly
cons {deratlion must be siven to the constrmiction of
ground locator sites. The construction of such sitcs
111 - ually necossitate mechanical =lds beling
aaple - 1 - L.o,, "tl-dozers®, Provisclion Jor Lhis
‘ <ithin v rocinont {n pocorended,  I- thouo operatlonsg
e¢nglnzor prioritics nrieluded azssliotonee belnr siven
and sltug were wventually constrmictod by oguiznont
loaned and oparatad by U3 troops. This situation
arosc onu nunth,asproginctcly,after the initial
landing, I heavy antl-zirerift Ic recuir:d in the
nerly stages of aperations, it 1o even rore imnortant
to provideine regiment with the mezns Tor constructing
sround locator sites.

Hogifgggt;gg to nrtillzry Procadurc,

15, Provizio ont inuous noyr

The principles  ag lald domt are the sana, The
nothod, hovevern needs some modification to nmcel thc
particular conditions of the theatre of onerations,
Hdoditlestions are requirid to:-

{a, Compostition of ricae nartias and e stores
. . carricd by themt-

(1) Only 2 vary small porcuentase of motor
transport on var cstablishment is
availebls or, clternatively, can be
used for a nove. Strongth of nartics
rsust b kept to a minfmun,

e
-
[
lt

Carryin; partiss may be reculred for No 11
set.

{(1L1) Gronad lozator vehicles :nd/or anparatus
cround locator czrn b: uscd only in rare
casus,
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{b) Details of recce:-

(1) lYoves frequently reguired the use of both
sea and land transport.

(11) Recce narties, thercfore, nust recce for
suitable beaches located within reasonable
distance of likely gun arces.

(111) The capacity of the beach must be noted
and the "track coing® must be considered.

(iv) Tho avovc factors have an important bearing.
on the tims 5y which support can be provided
from tha new position and the amount of -
that sunport.

Standard Loadinc Tables,

The loadin: of vehiclos will depend upon the neans
availsble for the move, Standard lozding tables
cannot be adhered to and are not feasible.

Kaos

In this canpaizn, the naus, tlthouzh not sufficicntly :
accurate for predicted shooting, did sive a considerable .
amount of wvaluable inforaation.Tharxiom thadirresngctive
of tha acecuracy of the nmap, 2 detall.d recce on tue
ground is essaential, was most forcibly demonstrated,

§ECLION 3 EMGIUESRS.

1.

2

3.

Engincer storas, unlike sunzlies, ammunition ete, .
are not standor& lots analicable to all operations,
Provision must be based on careful appreciation of
each operation, Aftcr that appreecistion is made,
colliection and preparation of enginecer stores is
likely to take ionger than any other divisional

praparatory neasures, It is vital, therefore, that
RAE be "in the nicture® from the outset,

It is5 essential that:-

(a) Adegquate time be allotted for <nginaer training.

(b) Units be struck off other duties during such
training,

(c) Treining be with full sezle of troops, craft
cquipnent and stores to be used 1in the operaéion.

(d) Eniﬁs rechearse in detail their actual contemplated
a8Ks.

() "full-dress" rchaarsals be held,

Air photographs (plus interpretation) ars of immense
value in ongineer planning. '

Unless in excentional circumstances, all RAE should
remaln under comnand of CRE - to derive maximum
officicncy from thoe conbined resources of divislonal
RAE,



-76-

s 5. CRZ should be "in" carly. (It {5 under
S was ia fixst plane te land at NADZAZ, 3
esrly at LaZ landing).

™
-
-
-

g
tood that he i
d © rrcspondingly,

6. Yuch engineer stores and equipment (= nocessarily heavy,
bulky and awiward. MNanchandlling is slo: zand inefficlent,
Particularly in amphibious operations, they auld e
taken {n on ready-loaded vehlcles - or in de ault of
sufficlent vehicles, on sledzas,

7. Qulte hizovy cquiom:nt (‘ncludinb earth-riovin: mechanical
oquipaent) can be sultably hroxen dow“ o alr trarsjort,
and ro r~casbled at far end, Intense nrior triining
shouls conducted to ansure accurzer and sjecd.

‘I, E. Zxpuct on minor zaps, eguiosment bridsin: is still

C Incomnarably fazter t :n improvised - and it can be
b carried to "impossible! nlaces.

9« Tiith rechonical equipment rmotor transhort can ba ot
2lecas hitherto deemed imnossible; but ctrict nolicing
of road and iracks ic nor: than <ver essentia: -

gpactally In znd alter ¢t weather, Traffic control
on new or critical roads should be uander directlon of
an oncinoer officer,

10, Zngineer siznals arce invaluable,

11, Zauipment talen in initially -:as necessarily restricted
h to egsentlals for onerctional necds. These would bccome
s honelessly inagequate for any developnental work
: subsaguently L*lled for; provizion rmust then be aadc
for brin;in: forrard balance or equinment withoutl delay.

‘ 12, Divizional RAZ are f‘ruﬂrzentlj inadequat: for divisional
needs. They can often be ndsomely supnlenentod by
ploncor battalion (or companies theraof) under com—an

i of CRE, Out an cxtra ficld company (now to be arovided
e in beach roup) remains cezzantianl in amohiiblous
B onaravions - ead sone others,

¥ 13. Mo corps trooss RAZ have beqn avalilable a3z such. Leels
- of the: fiid rot vrcjudicc ove“ations, alt hou-h it

- izposer’ :tra asks or divisional RazZ, It
i is con: "_red that no mall" they wwill be indispensanle,

14, Incliratiorn to formulaterccormendations for ceneral
adoption based nrepondarantly on latast f'ca"‘=nccain
- operation, must ba earefully guarded against. Standard
T <stablishments cnd epulipment tables are fundamentally
- sound, and should not hastily bn throom into the
ﬂeltlno 20t. "that partc arz "Msen In" and shat
a)bCinl? augnented for th: ocea s on will, as aluays,
tdenend on avnr elation of the Lelovant on,ration.

’ SECTIQN 6 SIGUAL
1., general,

All signal prodlams cneountaersé ~rd locson: learnt

In these 01erctloﬂs have oeen covered In ¢ conprehensive
report published follo:iﬂ" & confaranco of all Santor
Sibnal Officers in lew Guinea. These notes should be
considered as addi‘ional to that report and 11 50.1¢.
1nst:ncc° n snplification of the natter concornsd n_
= the 14zht of more recont oxparicnco.
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2. LU'nvenc af Livadnusrtars

In the cove of hoadquarters, suffleicent ziznals must be
includod in tha Cirst flights to cone =ith tho tasks in
hand, Instances have oceurrsd vhers, to cut novement
to a nininus, signels kave besn instructed ts reduce
thair detechients., This ifnevitadly produces unreliable
conrmuntication and imposcs sevare strain on parsonnel,

3. Linc,
Fithin the division, line is the principal neans of

artery 1s laid oith oce anio.:l spur linzs te {lanking
formations. It is nccacsary trhat cno line scct-cﬂ

of corps sirnals be avellable for azxch division under
comnand, This sheould he attached to divisicnal signals
for laying 2nd bullding the rmatin actory and maint 1ning

‘I’ comrunication., “ren the division advznees, a maln

rearvard lings.  Cable vwhich s to .Lﬁﬁin in rorcice longex-

than 2 few days must be 1iftsd off the rround and
well ticd back, GCzblo rzcovery w2s impossible, due to
the rat  of advance, nature of the country, and lack
of pors. 2el. In future Jungle operations, it must
be taken that cabls cannot be racoverad, and sufficient
supplicz of new czhlo must be lkept well forward,

4. :‘..", t ns

Danaze to lings by our ouwn treorns s cousced considerable
‘nconvcnicnce,and stern measures are nacesoary to
eradicate this thnoupghtless practice. In one cose, a
motor vohlcle damzged 3 poled copper route and in order

0 to nokc thig good the driver deliberatzly cut a fleld

line, Other instances include officers using line route
noles 28 tha upricht for a shelter. It is of interest
to note that the roruard troops have far nmorc respect
for communiecations thon linas of coamunication troops

or razr arca aersonnel.  3ll troops should be taught

to makce temporary reptirs to cables sccidently demaged
and to report such incidents,without delay,to the
nearest signal porsonnel.

D Lines and Snemy Prtrols,

It was found that the cnoeny =zt tines usaed cable lines
c5 2 gulde to our hesdquarters. Ifforis were also
made to speek in English over the line, but were
quickly rceogniscd.

Cn

'] '-'?"5

Zirclase can be rolicd upon to carry the bulk of

’ . operat! - .1 traffic in rear of division. Divisional

headguariers were so far from corps headguarters that
line communication wes generally  ®R8oufof the
quastion.

7. lrelees g-gaoerntion wibth Tanks

The use of tho sets for tank% co-oparation can be best
gxplainod by the following dizgzram :-

6
ﬁ}ziﬂw - T{ et 536 Tk Director
Protective P1 \“I . 2 19 sat tuned to 336 sets on this net
Comd NO3 which becomes tp net
A= .
Resaerve 536 set = COY HQ

536 set carried by '1! man
F1 c“'dé)"“-"“**"““*’"‘\n—fﬂsm.—aﬁ;jig] 536 set carried by Coy Comd
‘\_n% P Cond
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The "IN =on liztens to tns
1ivcctor aat and -+ lays to conpany
et A5 NUCeS5aTY.

'IQ"'}g . 1.

o r..u

2, Comniny comnandor eantrols Lo slztodns
follatnz tznks on zoanany ret ind can
diroct or ags st protcctive nlitoon throuzh
tan's fir.otor not using set earried O tho

NI nar
- rikiind

[
13

3.

e

r troapn caﬁmunic tion O same {racunniey
2 reserve troop listens onty ond o
oo ez fﬂ on "licl" f-aruency,

-

~

T 24
L:- L’.,

(S

Co-0p: ian with tanks L thesa ma2ang hos hoon
sueccessiul to wdate,

Dagsnateh Aicer Lottt r 5-ruice,

The necassity for 11=
mircly for dvspﬂto rid:
Tatur craft tierc vsed su
daspatch ridcr lot’*r 52
zovernad oy the weathsr,

GQround to Air Communication,

. N - [ ]
saing sot sl

+
vica was apparcnt,
far thr ocarrwin: of

y out this s

f

This has been fully dealt with in tha report of the
Senlor Signal Officers? Conference, The stitanant
that the Sﬂ“' Sinplified ALir-Ground Pancl Sode iy
baern zactliefactorily enployed cannot Do sudbstanti-ted,
There have beon no fastances cof 4ts usao withia 2 Lust?

Corps,

Pireons,

Blreons hzva been used with suceess by Tator Transaort
and P;J patrols. Aan Ltt'ﬁwt ta 2stablish = cords -
divisional sorvice fallod, the oirds ta¥ing overs 24
hours 4o fly =z distzace norazllsy coverad in 1 hour,
Pipacn ex prrts have 3%ztzd that thesz particular bird:s
srovad unrellable dizc to "moult® and because thayr Rad
been norked hard on arzvioeur taske

pignal urity,

A hizh staandard of wairel.@ss security has bezn reschad
and mzintalnad, An Intercant scction hns baen enmnlered
and minor braaches of discipline on v h:xve been reporizd,

H -t 0“1 MOt Sy

Gunoral,

This raport deails "1t“ the use of army tanids in one
nmrticular phace ol th ?ﬂp*i*r, that 15, the attack
on SATEL3ERG (17 lov - ¢5 iov). Cons2quently thn
report is m-terially affected by the nature of
terrain and the conditions which existad during this
stage, when our use of tanks came as a surprise to the
eneny, o posscessed no tank atiac’t artillery and
showc& 1ittle initiative in countering the tank =weapon.
It ia oonsidered, hovievary that, in principle, the
oriants riven bolow 2ave appliczble to the use of arny
twnks in nost conditions of jungle werfare, although,
in different terrain and aginst an cnemy nore prepared

for attacks b; tanks, modifications will be necossary,
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Ground lizs al-rars bion 2 limiting fac
gniployment ¢f tanxs, Thi: had lod o
of taﬂ“ proo! “rzns whare, 4u ta the

tcr ain, its zradiont, surlzcr or cov.
onsidered that tants could nﬁ: e en
Yy ”~

SIShu uropiczl o gle trony would
p:ru, come under the category o tonkt
"5 "

e
wil
C-'qo-!qof'ig

tor in the
the dgsignction
nzturc of the
cring, it is
ployed. At first
tor the sreatar
prcof country,

A closar croamine n ol tha condittons nrevelling in
tha I35 P“IZ:; thextre supoosis :r;::;r scone for the
aanloymernt ol ian¥s t nhomow b Sirsbt v 1 Yasn
sonsidzrad oo::‘blc.

The sup:ly aroblon, unlose o2 »oting 2losce to a se:a
base, his, ~nd il domirate it iun-le gnzrotlons,
Snnli b BN oo Tobobs :r: =28t Imcortont Smeouse of the
conprrative a0 it which ey oo Do nmoved and
matntoined, The offeetivores: of cnmy snall crms
Yire, eszecially —utounilcs, wnd Lhe 25ility of the
tunke to desl ith thas. cinhons, orgested 2 zore
detniled study of th: usce ¢f Lon'ic with 2 view to
thoir widar canlojyment, any ditfizultices oxist
ctourh a thoroush 4novledra of ground -nd the .
eanabhilitics of tanka will zr.o.tly =2ssist in finding
the aaswcr. _
The noere threst 3f vonks n~uts zn z2dded burden on the
eramy by forelnpe nin to tike cirtnin defansive
pracaubion ¢ sian gecr sions full sezle precaution
az~inst bui0t3 vonld ot be uocsible,

Tracks nro develonsd 2lon; the best
gasiest poin: —nd codzuqa,n*ly often

razor breked fozturzs Zielrelenen
vide arc and Is slow ond riLf‘Pu’t.
with infantry L¢ often slever
gon gneed up xng sinmnlify thic oncer:-t
strong fire susnort, They ar: also 2
elaborat:zly coastrietad "iuanler®,

LE PN

~nd mor

The b23is ef miccess 1s a2 clorz study
of zround baged Lrox Sully troined U
"ott*ng the Deat out of thelir winzons
tactical zrouns must be tr=insg to on
cooperation hatwasn Infoniry, Lanic 2
Tha worie wilch ¢:in Lo undorialian .
thelr meciraleal oquignent ond in'snt
nay rrcque“ ly deberalne t;ﬁ crhant 4
tacticerl sroun ean be cmplore:d,

The follotviing

nIgopranive
arar tanks in recent o;c":ti: Se
Toe chillity of Lthe t-n¥ to narotinte
of STou wd wits or without ongincer as
detoruinge Lhs secnn of thelr onnlosns
ex*rc". claes, or where chneny fire or
Uort belng done, nany of thes:z linita
overconu, tha naln iimiting Thetors
h“de”, water courses and density of
@ith these the ofTect of rzin zust i
Under idezl conditicns goch Lo of &
liziting grodoe thst le delerline

foctors, Just hot close
under nrachical
and condition of t. surf:c

ro costly.

rradients and

follow the tops of
. had to be made on a
The direct assault
Tonks
ion with thelir

n answer to the

and apdireciation
ern c:pable of

« To cffect this,
sure the closest
nd ongineoys,

n Uy the ensinzers vith
f

ry assistcnce
to vhich the

<iith

the vorcing trnes
Jiat“nca will

e In 211 but
cvents aenzineer
tions c¢an he

are orades,

hezvy tinber,

wars 5e considered.

~n¥. has
o varlety of

rctly on the nature
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0oTemunnTolt v 2ol YT

Ton ous r'u.‘lo :"-d-;s oo e Soettled.,  The
0011 oty carule to Lo out in - cnsd mris oor
it mime crunbdlo 1"ﬁ? ed S AL o Looeld o eeticlwetorr
ty~dtion,

Ir th, toy 24

" ’
(-
E
[
e
A

Tac 2r.acne. of roc'l or coral elosr to the sarfres (I
Slpt Im lun-le the coll i 1w oapg’ad ~nd 11
s0on boeo ¢ nuddy ur1L- suir} A T gpell
of dr inznthar or gounsd oul Lo pun Q
sonetyr Lo freclyl ﬂrur: L 1o dezp) o~-1w~
ar valivin: ars Mucly, ~ad 235 u'“"“d corGArc"'
Szy be racescary, (Turnin- on - ho-oe "*10' uill
?Sﬂkllf result in bor-ings

e
ot
it

ad

L erpr O
=)

e

. o . ., AT . RN U BN 1 ~f ~ .
LY stoen Jroder ghould he tomelsd in -~ stroi-ht mun
sed LY ey b2 mazeesciary Lo enrro oot osote ovelindno e
. .o . [ 3 R TS L B

snclaoer syt o onsur. Uhils,

Inlti:Ll» ~1L oronocad - yevoceh vott oo shoauld e
corefnile studied on -4 shoatoes, arclerably storo oo L.
Routecs cu cestad L thls oty snaulﬂ Jo recced for
co:fir;#tianz et | ar bt cde of oyl reoulr.d,
This #1111 ¢=11 Tor thorouch Enc ‘1 ¢ of surface
init-tions, “Tho e pocoible ann onpgdncir of Ticlo siorld
“erosyny ha tudrocca orffteLr, I thiln i nsy
asnetieanl = swetch should be orevred shorins
loge-tion ’ﬁé tyac of ol rowir d,

I's 1iov.: shondd bg i-3% exeept over arorisusly reeced
cround, Zvan chen In cont-oceb much-cr. still be done,

w cood kneclad e of soil ¢nn be obét-in:d fro: the -routd
"IVﬂ‘uv tr*v*r,,d ud tronk officers pust ba tr-ined to
nove u) Lo af-ntlry pocitions to rz2cez the ground
fortied, Q0 sscontons Y E*" b n-ecssore to send out
siecizl > trols to obt-ln the rueuirsd Lolenii~tion.

n hecv *1ﬁbﬁr, on rg:sonﬂbly lavel -round, 1ittle
cnttin" nay he reguired to provide o »ith “o" tha t-a's,
Unde “;~n"th sconvlary “ront ~ag sl trzes enn Lo
dealt iy b the t-nk itsolf, Yovaves, henvy follen
Lrees 085 the axis selzctud for the tan'ss moy Lo
hidden i the underzrouwth ~nd prove ninor obst-cles.

"Than g sound cholce of route {s -:dg, only - feu tru.s

noed cutting, These nu°t e "nfflu‘c"tlv close to tiw
nrouvnd to "Tlu the tanX te pncs over withont rist of
ballyin:, n agteep ;rﬁd-v reciivin: a stral-ht ron
TErR 2T firy bhe naesositry.

n irgoe n~uive cardens, pl-atotions, -nd oozn kuncd,
!e" difTlenltios noy bo oxoected ~ad ton'zs ~re rdle to
adopt Lhe ore norntl onen form-tionz, 1In onaon !munni

ho ‘ever, hidden eravi

looed for., If ths lunzi ¢-n be burat off bj ﬂv‘il-»-}

e
cas ikl cornl outerops rust ve
leetion of routes is sinnlifiad,

fire beforehnnd, the 5o

1y "Tefn

eszcnti-l eh-racteristies of tn
nanoly, ormour, {irc >over -~nd

In the junsle th
renain the soe
robility.

- '\'

(7)o

Buecept for tle tr-oclzs the ~ray ton'ls 13 aroof

z;:inst tiie Lizhter types of cneny tank zttoclk
guns. It i5 consid:zred that the prefont rnognetic
tyne of ine cannot nenctr:te the n:zin arnour,

and when used slugly in soil it will not eariox clv
daneca thz troacks,
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(b) Eirs Pouer,

The Je¢sa machine jun, 2 proeor 3 inch houltroor,
wurich comztitute Ve firs ooorer o the arny
tan's sex 211 vory cfvoottva cooiast AifTpent
tyes of torpets, Tha hal-ht of these siaonhons
and the short ronce ot which ther are used onnd
rccurate, concentrated, neutrzllcing or
dcstructivo ire oas roequired o (11 types of
get” and =ov Lo Yiwonad to < sunzort fres
‘HQ W lun mechine minoto v 1o’ The 2 or
i3 uf cotive - st 38 Lo lochbar troes
of constiricte : 2its with gither RIn
explosive or s:lii shot., Cclil sheot anchl. o ol
fnfzntry trouns Lo Tpsronch cisser to e
cojective., In hezwy underzrovih or bamboo the
blast ~ffcot of the 2 ar 1g oot effccetive.
Tha 3 inch nowitzer 1z meors effzetive againgt ¢
Rexvlier tyaec of bunker where delibarate
destruzstive ire {5 ropilired,
(c) ohiltity
Tniie soeed in el 15 9f no value, obhilite
to rmove and mvrnosuvrs with the {ormored inf owtry
over difficult terrnin is moot {mvsortaint,
1A L'llty denends -7 on 2 :no?lcd"u of tic
ground -ni = nigh st- @ 3f trainlnr on the
part of the cravs an 1 oanrticulsy thh griverss
Troop cormanders sust ue trolned to Judrz
expartly tho c223bilities of ths Lin'is to
negatliate ground, The porsr opoerateod turret
2 3600 travewss gaves o considerable ~mount of
anoauvre b Lo bL-al, acrtienlorly ohen in
clusn cuentact,

dnnigle 2 ¢losed lovn

front of th tracks <nd should portieul-r
Aines or ground disturbance which m=y ind
presancsa,.

in the } tank i3 Llmost blind,
nltuOth tha ton's moveos slowly, Towhen in action by
short bounda, Doth trc comnander and the doivar fiire
a very restricted £121d of view. Conserizsntly, most
targets nave to be !fndleated by the infmiry, The
driver has some ohertunily to ctudy the cround in

“rl

i

mmunicaticons

tovemant In contset lg slow -nd the dic
infantery nnd tanis sets {s vnrely over 100 Yo
C,hsequcnt17 =ith propaor ncotting, ~ood £ jenah
commmunic ﬂuions csn be n-‘"t:*ﬂxd. Tonlz commandors
st use every opportnnl;; to ctdr the srooad in

anticinatlion of either sceein: t:r:l 5 o3 havins ther
aulekly {ndizated by - i"ul-un. Teu ststd"“d of he
cazmunic:tisns a2y deterndyr che gtandard of the

cunnort provided,

ond monilley 2nable
cnegs vhere individun
Ltr’l*,nd tHeavy
L ht of a tank, tho:=h
ld be blocke by the
tarzet is5 engoged,

Tho conbination o’ welshi, o
a tank to move into the entr
weaijon aite c‘n Ye crushed =
bun“ﬁ?s will withstond the w
rmachin< ~un slit »r oszninz

gide of the t=onlt vhiile another

§ -
W]

1

Using these characleristics to advantame tha tanks con

-0t by

be emnlovsd +with the forward infantry o de-l witl
criesy stroag nosts in detail, Tho use of toniis in th
rolz sz2ves nany infontry casuzlties
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24,

The Japn slies his def:zneas on ridzaz or knall: coviring
oz onzln lne of -orrench s'hich is ususlly - teooclt or
Toot pad.  Hiv Fisw oosttions are sited 2 :ské
adyantase of any H"ﬂV" undersrocth or vimuoo. This
anables tie enemy %o ~onc:n.r*t~ what cntlotani motoures
he has avail-ble ua the restricted iin-s 38 aparoach,
Wnile tha use o san''s with our Coroard inTaintry must
hevs soms effect on Japn norsle, rorely nas he ban
otlceubly denoralised, He flzhits Lo with every
Yezan avalledle, Tha taple opscor o draw Riz ozomall
arrs fira evon then his an itlon susely fo Lialted,
In jJunzle worfars the ¢nor s sunsly arotlens cinilar
to zur own and in diffficaly ountr: his tan't attach:
recources will He Linft.d,
The praescnt ty2: of coapactie adng 15 2 -orerol o issore
explosive wnd s carried by subunits, This rminc
an3carys te have v deloy action Duse which ould ragyire
codification for use iq the ground a-2i3st tracis,
Used sinsly it Lz not affective “"1n-t anoarmy tanl,
*ﬂvovifad charges made from nronetic ninvcs, oxnloslves,
martar bonbs or shkolls ~ould mrebndl he efrsctive,
The st::dard J13 anti.ton!l ning haos basn encountered,
set in palre elose logother with 2 connsetine bur of
wdod, Used in thiz nanner they could arsbhably blow a
track,. In aany ccses nin:s have Geen alzeced on troehs
and aparoaches and hnve nodt bYe:sn covered by 52all ~ros
fire, UIlo znti-1iftin~ davices hove bean encounterad,
Xcolotov type grenazdes were not used thoush thelr use
cen be anticipatod and ~uardin: -gainst then is o
fundariontal of 2l tactlcal Jdispositizaz,

ouns

The 37 mn is ineffactliv
the tracks in fr. N4,
enfilade fi“ against the bozeys and suspnn ion is very
linited, "Thile th¢ enemy M@ usc d ?0 and 75 mn _ouns,
insufficient ctperience ha:r  en

capabilities aszinst tanke, ™h
redorted and would arobably < 2n o effective tank
atteck weapon, LONCV“" the in antry and artillory
plan nust endezvour %o n mbralise eneny suns and 4hils
has often baon done,

Tank Obstacles,

The enemy dug anti-tant ditches scross tracks thoush

so far he has shovn no particular inrenuity in their
siting, Craters end prepared land slides were

expected nnd arrangocents nade to deal with then.,

Log barricades were not cncounturndz arabably because
the eneny was not allowed sufflcient time to propar

and site claborate obstacles, Tan"s caze as a surprise
and it 1s probzble that the forward trooos wers cnugh
unprapared, In any case, these obstaclas nust be

at close ran c cxcent acalnst
¢ tanZ. His chance of usins

net 55 mam h:: daoen

rezarded in the same way as nines in that a quiek {nfantry

OpbrﬂtiOﬁ i1z necessary to secure bround stnich will
enable the cagineers and tanks to work forward,

02 Taatidal Grouo,

. 26.

The tactical group in jun;le warfare is the infantry
conpany, a troop of tanks snd & detnch-ent of enrinecrs.
The slze of the eAginecr detachment will wvary deaeqdin*
on the country and mechanical equipnent nececsary and
available, It is considerod that one bulldozer and =t
loast one tractor will be essential to get the maxioun
assistance,
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27. A second trooy of tanks l: nccessary well up, to go
forward and rclleve the leading troop if this becomes
necessary thrsugh fatigue or raving to back out and
replenish. It 1is also im-edi:ztely avallable to outflank
or exploit with another ccmpany. In any event it is
necessary for =ither a trcop commander or the tank
battle commsnder %o be on foot with the forward company
to control and direct the act!on of the tanks in the
closest co-operation with the infintry. It can be seen
froz this that every rifle company should be trained to

‘ work with tenks to cnsure the utmost {lexibility.

28, w1ith the above tactlcal grouping and good comaunications
the offensive can te maintain.d contlnuously until the
cneny is dersated or forced t. withdraw,

29, ¥With mechanical equipsment well forward a jeep track
can ba developed as tone tzn%s :ontinue to advance. In
soma cases durlng wet weather vhen sufficlent troops are
available for corduroy an¢ ro:d construction, essential
suppliss can be kept forwird Ly tractor and Erailer. In
any case 1t 1: desirable to mrintnin Jeep head very
close to, if not at, the raene of actlon,

3G, The tactieal group with ore plitoon working immediately
with the tanks for their local protection and two
platoons free for deployucnt _tves a very strong fire
power combination on a na:rrow Iront., In many cases in
precipitous country where chcirclements may take days,
. the infantry and tanks arc abis ¢o assault using the
direct approach by close f{lre znd movenment. Examples
of tactical handling are <iscussed later, Zowever, In
principle, the tank with its :-mour snd fire power is
able to work slightly in cdva...e of the Infantry and
can deal with each indivicuial -nemy position separately
at close range, As each rachin: gun 1s pin-pointed, the
fire of one of the leading tar'es can be directed on’
it., The infantry then mo} up 1long the sides of the
track and continuc to press f{osward. In razor-back -
country the track is the key to the positions and when
once gained the defences cn tr2 steep sides can then be
talten in rear or {rom above, In some cases in heavy
bamboo, where the exact machinc gun position cannot be
located, 1t may be necesgsary tu blast a small area with
2 pr which, though heavy in a' .unition expenditure,
is effective., If the ground -crmits, a tank can move
from the track and flatten the area by movement. As
enemy machine gun posts ara located, a tenk can jrovide
neutralizing fire to assicst the Infantry fire and

o movement. If necessary, a tonri could be used temporarily
as a mortar obsarvation post i»or close shooting,
gommunications,

31. The 7Walkle-T2lkiae, SCR 536(B) uas proved to be an
{denl link btetwgen the infantry and tanks. The most

gﬁaigii%%iggdpggg.sfactory system 1s shovn clagramatically -

il
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32,

33.

34.

35,
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Logend axts of advance,
o ko 1 Tk
. Tk No 19 Set. g )
n R Bro2te [P 1y
® “Talkio Talikie \ Comd Cond
-~ o 3 Tk
@ o 11 Set Tp Comd
Company _
B Conoznder —
Pl B X )coy coad)both on
Tank Cond ® A)tk comd )foct
® comnander - / togother
4 with a
— Platoon 4 Talkie-

i * /!
Commandaer / ® Engr rep
o) Engincor @
Representative.

Bnttle conds t2ni 1f reguired

@ lo 11 set at Bde ¥Q cin intercept on most o 19 set
frequencies working with the Talkie-Talkie Set.

In the above l=yout, 5 Walkle-Talkie sets are required
thouzh 4 can be used by either the company commander
and tanX commander using the one set, or by takinﬁ the
set from the reserve protective platoon. The Lo 19 set
of each tzn'z Is notted to the Tallkie-Talkie net before
the action, one of thc more po-erful tank No 19 sets
acting 25 control, Procedure should be cut to a
ninimum and with good discipline tho net works well,

Quite often, tha only tr-ffic will be between the
londing plaéoon cominnder and the first tank, In this

woy the fire of the leading tanikts can be quickly directed

to provide adequate neutralising and destructive fire.
As required, both the company and tonk commanders may
issue instructions and dircer .ions while all other sets
remalin on listenlng viatch t be fully in the nicture,
The Talkie-Talkio can be eesily racognised at short
range 2nd suggestlions already put forward to camoufleie
or nodify the set to make 1t less consplcuous should

be fully tasted,

Line should always be leild by the lecding company
which provides a link to battalion thence to brigade,
If necessary, detsils of the action czn usually be
obt2inad by {ntercept on a2 No 11 set. If brigade
headquarters is some 1000 to 1500 yards behind the
loading troops the Walkie Talkie sets cen be heard
while the stronger Mo 19 tank set 1s easy to pick up,

The nma2intonance of sets requires detniled attention and
close supervision to ensure their efficient working. As
a general principle 1t is considered that three
separate sets are roquired for each troop of tenks and
infantry company fighting. This gives one get in use,
onc Set sealed in immediate reserve and one get being
maintainod, 1If pessible, the sets should be changed
at the end of each days I‘ighting to allow tire pr
maintenance to be carried out. Every effort must be
made to soal spare or reserve sets and batteries and
those in use must be protectod as far as possible from
rein and damp., Ko sets should be sent forward of
Eri ago unless they heve been carefully checked and
¢3ted.

Talkie

to keop det informed
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bevemopty to "opwapd Assembly Argas,

36,

37.

3%,

Then = cuitable linc of a2ppreach h2s been selected,
constructional work on the routs should t: commcneed
35 soon 28 porsible. Depending cn cover from view

rad the distzncoe froz the cneny the initial scope of
tha praparntion can be dotermined, This may vary f{rox
the ninipun amount of folling nnd clearing to the
construction of & wide open road with hosvy engineer
nochrnicsl equipment,. Often the route selected for the
tznies will be doveloped into 2 main supodly linc for
Joeeps and this should be borne in mind when work is
comrienced, particularly in ragard to the nrenzration
of corduroy.

Until tha asroscence of tanks in tho sroa is %nown to
the cnemy, deteiled »lanning 18 nicessary to ensure
surarisc. Verlous mothods may be z2dopted, Movement
by nicht over saetions of the tract will be nece snry
with covering artillery fire when cur forward troops
can hezr ths ongines. Alreraft could be used to drown
the nolse of the engines, As the tank oengine scunds
much the szze ns a tractor or bulldozer 1t azy be of
advantage to allow the cnemy to sce the latter
vorking on cert:tin tracks, This provides the
oprortunity to feigen attack on a flank with tanks,
using 2 trzctor hidden from view,and later commit
then to action,

The tize to move tonks to forward assenbly aroas, end
later conmitting them to action, nust be carefully
deternintd in rolation to the terrain and loecal

woathe  -onditions., Quite often the trock will stand
a2 1imi [ number of tanks and jeeps before it must be
closed sor 2 time to allow thgsurface soil to drain or
to allow further constructional Improvements, It then
bacomos necessary to give essential operational
requirenents a priority depending on the scope of
action contemplated. To ensure that the quota of
tanks and vohicles get through, 1t will be necessary
to disposa tho engincers and their cguisment on any
bad sections of the track, In any event rigid

track discipline and control is gssential to aet the
best out of any tracks being usad.

Onoo tanks have reached their forward assembly aren
thoy must be camouflagzed and orotacted. Daily
na3intenance and engine tuning can he arrenged to
coincide with artillery or mortsr shoots on that
particular sector of the front.

lactical Doplovmant,

40,

The method of deploying the tactical group will depend
on the tarrain ond the type of position the Jap is
holding. To gain the necessary detailed information

a p:riod of active petrolling 1s essentizl and nust be
properly co-ordinated to cover the whole sector
{nvolved, Bnsed on thiz information the deployment
%11l probadbly come in%to one or mere of the cases
quoted bolow:-

(2) inrrow Razorb

TiZis 1s a fair o steep grade with sides usually
covered with eithar seccnder{ growth or bamboo,
In such cases tho enemy front will be narrow,
viith prepared positions in considerable depth
sited to cover the track and the sides of the
razorback on limited aporoaches.



(b)

(c)

(d)
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The most suitable formation is 2 troop in line
cheed and the inf~ntry coopany denloyed with one
platoon for:nrd, The le<dinz pztrol faels
forunrd abrgagt of the sccond tonk and once closs: :
cont=ct hos heen mzde the enany positions are decalt
stith in det2il, Depending on visibility from

the tanls, uhich 1s very restrictaed, thelir actlion
will be :

(1) =2 and claonrinz on etther side of

t
(11) Infantry worzing on elithaer side of the
tracy di

recting firce on located torzets,

Tarzet recoznltion is spueded up If the two
le-ding tan%ts are gilven 2 arimary arc of fire on
the laft or risht of the axils of o2dvance, In zny
czsce the Infantry nust :dvaace by fire and

and movement and mop up on elther side of the
trock ns they progress.

The ¢neny in such country usually holds the high
faztures ~ith his ma2in defences sited to gover
the track, The formation and izctics sre similsar
until close contact has becn nade, then depending
on the size of the foaturgy the infantry clear the
high ground, Z:zrly recce 1s assentinl so that
the tan!ts do not Jo bevend a point where they
cannot move from the tracls on to the doninating
flank, If the featurc is large, speed will be
sained If 2 second infantry company and troop

of tanks arc Inimzdiately avaellable io move to

the flan¥ in gonjunction with the frontal attack,

Denending on th: size of the feiture or the
extent of tho vital ground to be held, the enzny
nay develop 5 strongly held perimeter with local
reserves for counter attack, The depth of the
defonces will depend on the nunber of troops
nvailable to hold the ground and adequately cover
the n1in lines of aporoach.. Such defences may

be so disposed that the flanking movas are
impracticable, Onc sugzested method of attacking
defences of this nature is by a frontal essault
on a selocted apprcach to pierce the perimeter
and eopture a oridgehead, from which to exploit
to flank snd/or to the vital ground, Deotailed
plans snd prepcration will be necessary.
Proliminary cngineer work will be necessary am
such oan attack would reguire three troops of
tanks, The exploitation to e flank or along the
general line of the perimeter will depend largely
on opportunities after the initial dbridgcead

has been secured. Speed, flexibility end close
co-oparation are essentlals In an atteck of this
natura,

It hzs been found th-t tanks can be usad to
orovide close, accurate, noutralising fire, vhen
they 2re not =ble to nova on to the objective,
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The plin hinges on getting the tanks into fire
position vherc =t chort ronge they are able to
eive covering fire with Jdircet observation until
the last sccond. 3y using lesa tracer the tanka
can arovide lanes of fire between which the
infantry c2n szdvance. 3y using 2 pr higzh
explosive, then solid shot as the iroops get
close nnd finally 3esa2 directly inte bunker
openings, the infantry can advance to the
oblective arca before the neutra2lising fire is
tifted, Accurcte tinlng =nd a clezr indication
of the end of the covering fire prozracrmo is
essentlal, The order to stop can be passed by
Walkie T=lkl~ 2nd s sugsested indicztion is =
short burst of Besa and 2 pr arnour plercinz at
45% abpve the objective, Depending on the
eircunstonces, the firc of the tanks may be
supnslenmented or extended wita medium nochine
gUns.

42,

a3,

“Mmile infentry troops are at 211 times responsible for
the imm:dlato close protection of lhe tanks, the fire
pouer nd at tines the nmobility of the tanks should

be used in defensive positions, Thelr weapons should be
glven definite flelds of fire in the defensive systenm
~nd if ground n:rmits thaey ooy be glven 7 counter nttack
role with the infantry,

uring ~n rdvonce it is probzble that a main nxis =nd
supply line will be develoned which, ns it lengthens,
{11 become walnarable from the flanks, As it is
difficult to ensure the safety of such ~n nxis, unless
ndequate infantry troops ~rz: svailable, o defenslve

plon m»y be required,bzssed on the ainimun number of
troops. Under these condltions it is considored thot
sulteble dotachments of infantry cond tanks, preferably
tactical groups, working froz prepared defenslve arezs
approxin-tzly 1600 yards spart could crrry out the task.
By = systoa of infantry patrols with suitable
corcmunications_a streng force of infantry 2nd tanks

ar: rozdily avdilabla for a quick counter attack., %YWhile
it 1s possible for the enemy to infilirate, or work a
party to tho rear, with the object of cutting the track,
thoy will require 2 certein period of time to reorganise,
prepzre thelr position and dig in, With adequate .
patrolling the cneny should be denicd this time and
could quickly be dealt with by the Infantry and tanks
vrorlcdng from the nearest satrol base,

ae JEHS

It 13 considered that & complete fileld company with an
alloiment of nmechanical equipnent, depending on the
terrain, 1s essential on a2 brignde basis when tanks arc
cmployeé. Apart froc detailing detachments to complete
tactical groups, continual supervision, work and
naintenance is required further back to ensure the
supply line to tha scene of action. 7While the main
engin:cr tosx is the preparstion and construction of
tracks, they will be called upon to undertake many

and varied smaller tagsksof vital importance. To ensure
close co-oparation and speedler work it Is necesSsary
for the field comnany comnander to be fully in the
picture, particulzrly with regard to the role of
infantry units, proposed actions, and naintenance

csituation,
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Some of the rcore Inportant tas'ts carried out in
raocont oparations are listed below:-

(a) Englreer advice, recces and the preparation
of routes to forward assecnbly arecas.

(b) Felling, levelling and clearing with corduroy
wherc nocessary. The nost suitable corduray
was found to be 4 inch logs 9 inches or l.foot
apart, bedded in by tractor or by leading tank.

(c) Building up or making safc. doubtful narrow
sectiongof truck or possicic land slides.

{d) The siting of bullderurs or tractors on bad
scetions of traclks to 2ssist the tanks to
negotiate then,

(¢)  Recovery of tanlks,

(f} Clearznce of tank obstacles with facines, clearing
and £illins craters. If necessery cngincers
should be prepared to blow a disabled tank clear
of the track If it cannot be quickly recoverad
or by-passed. e

(E) Mino Clcjring.
d Are zining

Foriard arza training as distinct from zeneral training
with tan“%s should be in preparation for the snecific
tasts involved in tho proposed operation., For this
roason it i3 essential to have air photos of the
opcrational arca fron walch large and table models can
be nade ~nd sinilar sround sclected for training
oxerclses. In this section it 1s intended to streos
only the nain points of the training as the detalled
notes aro attached.

In forvard arca trzinin: it 1s ossential for the
tactical groups to be properly "marriod up" the

tanks, cnpgineers and the infantry should live and work
togethor in order to fully understand their raspective
limitations and characteristi=:s, In the treining,
seenlngly impossible task:c should be attempted, so that
tha tanks crews snd the cnglacers zain a better
wvorking ¥nowledgs of thelir cquipnent and are able to
Judge what really can be done in action, Tank croews
particularly raquire this training in prepsration for
close contact cngegenents where the infantry w7ill so
often direct their nmoverment and fire. From the
ongingor point of view 1t is ¢ssential to galn
experionce in assessing th: time factor for all tasks
=1th tanks, and,by exporimenty to deternine the best
nathads of assisting tanks over difficult terrain with
bulldozers and tractors,

So-oncretiona

The closost possible co-oparation within the tactieal
group has been nentioned znd is again stressed for the
following roasons:-

(a) At all tinos in action alternative plans oust
be nade and put into execution with the ninimm
dolay, to takoe advantage of the situation as

the action devclops with either infantry alone,
or tanks and infantry. .
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(b)

(c)

()

(e)

()

(g)

v 89«
The protection of the tanks is an infant
responsibility at all tines, Therefore it is
necessary to censider carefully the position of
cach tank in a forward company perimoter to ensure
that it is nrotectod and at th sana tine plays
its part in the zenoral defenstive fire plan, The

tanks oust also be given counter attack roles,
depending on the zround,

If tanks are tomporarily out of zection in a
forvard area, thsy nust be included in a perinecter
if possible or at least adequately covered by

fire ¥ith necessary booby trapy and alara trip
wires, If the tank should be teoporarily
abandoned, as In the casc above, breech blocks

gtc should be renoved and the tan% lscked down,

In action, and along tracks, there is zlways the
risk of the Molotov type bonbs being used at close
range, To guard against this the seccnd tark

can largely protect the first in line ahead,: In

o aer formatlizosns Infantry oust boe detalled to rezain
close to gach tank for {ts own imnediate local
protection,

Tanks staging on the .28 of communieation,
moving at night to ass...bly arcasgor in the
process of rccovery, will require sinilar
protective ascortsyand tank officers nust ensure
that such escorts are provided when and where
required,

In action one axis will genzrally be used for the
supply and maintenance of tactical groups. %While
priorities rust bec allotted, in poneral eovery
Jeep or tractor trailer load must be considered
for the group,. The evacuation of wounded will
nornally be back through the battalion reginental
ald post, and any carrying parties necessary for
any comnadity required forward will usually cone
from the battalion,

¥ith practice and experience the tactical group
heconaes a tean with a tean spirit which counts
for so nouch in closae fighting.

Sovadtional Correspondenca.

48,

49,

The following additional correspondence has alrecady
boen submittcd to '™ GITINRA Foree :-

{a)

(b)

(c)

"Report on Tank Operations and Lessons' under
cover of Adv 2 Aust Corps G/435/0ps of 5 Jan 44
and armended by G/955/0ps of 4 Mar 44,

"Tank Operatisns - HE TUIKEAY under cover of
Adv 2 Aust Corps G/413, 2D of 9 Feb 44,

"Tank Tactics® forwarded under cover of Adv
HQ 2 Aust Corps G/470/SD of 4 Mar 44,

the Tactlicel Groun,

The detailed training of the tactical group in a forward
arca takes froom a ninimun of three to seven days. With
the tacticael group comprised of one infantry conpany,

one troop of tanks and a detachnent of ecnglneers, a
battelion can be trained in four groups depending on

engineer resources,
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Froom tho outset 13 15 ossontianl to have a trained
cadre with a prepared ang co-ordinated prozramne
to gnsurc uniforn instruction.

Certain prolininary work should be carried out
prcparatory to assenbling for detailed training. This
particularly applics In the case of tanks and enzineers
who will be called upon to demsnatrate thelr equipment
to the infantry, Infantry wori should concentrate

on contact drill, fire and nmovement, recognition and
indication of targets and practico with wireloess,

Tha training sreca should resenble the terrain over which
the proposcd action is te be fourht and steps —ust be
taken to deny tha cnemy ground or alr observation, If
capturced cneny positions arc not available or sultablo,
these should be prepared in advance, Sinilarly a

large nodel should be prepared for prelinminary exercises
and study.

The followinE three day syllabus is offered as a guldc
only, and will decpend on the nuture of the operation:-

Rar 1.

(a) Openinp lecture stressing teanm work co-operation
and scope of training with group.

(b} Denonstration of tank {ire power and nobility
over difficult ground, Domonstration against
bunkers. Demonstration of engincer equipzent and
enploynient, Demonstration of contact drill, fire
and movenent,

(¢) Tactical layout and denonstration of comnunication
systen including W%/T procedure with tanks,

(a) Tactical fornations,

(b) Recognition and indication of targets to tanks
by infantry. (Continued practice 1s essential
for speced and accuracy)

{c) S5and nodel excrcisoe.
(d) Wircless nrocedure,

{e) Short tactical exerclsec stressing distances
fire and movencnt, indlecztion of targets to {anks.

Rav. 3.

Continuous all day exercisec nracticing line ahead
fornation along a track, Several seperatc "actlpns"
can be fought invelving the full deployment of the
conpany and the troop of tanks, Tank ditches and

nines should be oncountered in the advancae, Depending

on tine-available the work should include repititions
of Day 3 under varying circumstancas to include sone
or all of the following:- .

(a)} Formatlion of perineters

(b} Replonishnment in action
(¢} Passing through a seccend troop of tanks

(d) Encirelencnts by platoons and with another group
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(¢) Formations over verying terrain

(r) Inprovisations with coonunications and casualties
both to infantry and tanks,

53s The following dlesramnatic leyout is siven only as a
guide for an advancealong a track, Distances will
vary dapendin;; on the torrain,

loading tk
A T
10 ydsa
gecond tk
- Inf seoc
30 = 40 yds _ »
') P1 comd and HQ
102 _ * Third tk

t
0 120 Yd!! 10 ','fd!l inf 39_0

{Coy comd

\Fsg, (tk comd

/
{

\
_ \
Inf pl1 | b \\ v

(ongr rep
40 = 60 yds \ v\ ) Coy HQ
&
Inf pl
v soc engrs
Hoteg:

(a) The distance between tanks and sub units will
depend entiraly on visibllity, cover and the nature
of the track,

G (b} The dlagran shows one infantry platoon forvard -

R ‘ depending on the nature of the ground, two

o 8 platoons nay be forward to speed up cioaring and
nopping up.

{(¢) The leading tank should be 10 to 15 yards ahead
of the second tank and forward section. The
leading tank 1is coverad by the second and by
infantry fire, It is essential that the two
leading tanks have at least 180 degrees arc of
fire without danger to our own troops.

(d) Tho leading platoon conmander with wireless is
well forward to obtain carly infornation and
dirget fire of the tnks,

(e) Company Comnander and tank commapder with engineer
S representative are forward to cowordinate the
o , action and nake quick decisions,

- ce o=

LA R PLL B T - P



BLE X

b A {f) T.:e third tank is in a position to move forward

if required or with the second can nove to a flank
with one or two platoons which are imnediately
available for such tasks,

(g) Section of engineers nay nove with stores at the
rear of the company or in any case would be
on innediate call with the rest of the
detachnent working on the track behind the
conpany.

(h) The tank troop commander ghould be on foot
with the infantry ccmnany conmmander where he
can best direct the S0P

(J) The quantity of ammunition carried in a tank
G is 1inited and expenditure must be carcfully
checked by troop commanders,

(k) The highest standard of naintenance is essential
partifularly before tanks go into action and
tank officers should ensure that mechanics
and speclalists, with replaceszents and
replenishnant, are close to the scene of action
to take advantage of every opportunity offered
for the carrying out of their tasks,

54, In open country the following dlagraonatic layout
is given as a gulde:-

axis of adv

fe 15 to 30 yd -
T leadling tk
S 10 - 20 yds I
. ‘ * . \\
' 107
20 'yde se¢ comd
e
. s *
— - !
40-
70
20 yds

The essential {s that while some infantry troops are
detailed for the close protection of the tanks, and

st keep them in sight, the renainder can make

better use of ground by fire and novement, and can
cover more %round to a flank, In the above diagran the
loading sections are shown in three groups of which the

9
S
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leading one in ecach case would have the role of close
protection for the tanks, With two 2latoons foruard
the dispositions would be similer depending on the
extent of the opun zground and nopping up required to the
flanks, As a cenerazl ysuide the lcading tanks will oo
in advanceg of the lezding !nfantry and on a fr¢ tage
which allows nutunl support, The third tank in this
formation 15 in pesition to support either of the tvwo
forward tanks,

1,

4e

Fe

t A oport,

The Alr Liaison Party (ALP) communications net worked
very well with the oxcention that it is considered too
slow to be of immediate value when dealing with
'opportunity! targets, The cipher system (Cipher
Device 209-E) belng a Xtter code is more cumberscme
than the figure code, R

For future operations it is recommended that a "br vity®
air support code sinilar to the '3ritish Recce Codet

te reintroduced, By the adoption of this code the time
lag of enciphering and deciphering each reguest would

ba avolded,

The ALP does not provide for an astablishment of an Air °
Force officer further forward than Divisional headquarters,
It 18 recommended that an Alr Force Officer with
sufficient rank and practicel air cxperience and whase
opinion as to whether the target which is selected, 1s

an 'Air Force! target, would be acceptgble to the Alr
Force headquarters, be attached to 3rigade headquarters

as a direct adviser to the Commander, The question

of avalladbility of eircraft swiould only then rémain to
decide whether the strike would be undertaken,

In some requests for air support during the campaign

as nany as six to cight targets in a request were
forwarded by Division. Thls did not prove satisfactory,
It is recommended ther:zfore, that in normal ¢ircumstances
the nuiber of targets be restricted to three for cach
requesc,

o .

The attachment to each Division of a flight of 4 AC
Squadron {consisting of six BOOMERANGS and two
WIRRAWAYS) proved of immense value, Pllots and gun
erews soon establlished excellent liaison,

cat

Due to the fact that the advanced operational base
(40B) for these flipghts was beyond direct telephone
comnunication, an Alr Force Officer frcn the Squadron
viith sufficient signalling equipment and personnel was
alszo attached to each Division, As a consequence
Divisional headquarters ware able to have the complete
report of all tactical recces as soon as the pilot

had returned to base and had been interrogated by the
Alr Liaison Offlcer, It was also the practice to drop
primary tactical reconnalssance reports on both Brigade
headquarters and Divisional headquarters,
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There is no allocation on either the war

establishment of an AC Squadron or in Divisicnal
signals for these wireless links and it 1s reconmended
that represcntations be made to alr Force headquarters
to provide for this establishmant,

G o 517

Ho use was made of the SWPA Simplified sir-Ground
Panel Codec, It is considered too cumbersome for
practical purposes in cleose country,

(3] GooHRN 550 .

In the main it was found that the o 1l wireless sct

vwas Inadequate for artillery reconne{scance {n the

Jungle.,  Tests carricd out with No 19 set wera
excallent, and it is recommended that the existing
No 11 be rieplaced by No 19 for artillery replzents,

Elying Qbgaoprvation Post.

9

i-ﬁ.

Cuing to the distance of the advanced operational

base from the aren of opergtions, the need for a light
l11aison aircraft for 'immediate targetst! was very
apnar:nt, In aany cases targets presented themselves
but had disappeared by the time our artillery
raconnaissance aireraft were overhead, and ready to
ANEREC . It {2 recommended that two iiaison aireraft
(US 'PIPER CUR L-5! Lut preferably the British version
'AUSTER'due to the fact that the latter aircraft has
slde by side scating and N0OT tandem.} be issucd to each
artillery Regiment, these to be flown and operated by
the reglment as ar integral part of their equipnent,

o-opuration raft,

The AC Squadron {s equipped with BOOMERANGS. These arc
not suitable alreraft as they can only operate by
themselves {n arcas free from cnemy opposition; in

fact throughout the campaign they DID operate
practically continuously in enemy held country with
fighter escort, It 1s sufficient to say that the
escorta destroyed 26 oncmy nireraft, It is strongly
recommended that representations be made to have these
squadrons re-cquipped with any of the following airecraft
in the order of preference showvn:

1. MUSTANG (P 51 or 236 - US)
2. MOSQUITO (D& Haviland - British)
3. ABAUFIGHTER (Bristol - British)

An alternative, using the presont equipment of BOOMERANGS,
would be to attach a squadron of fighter aircraft which
would be responsible only to provide fighter escort )
for the tactical reconnalssance or artillery reconnaissance

Intercommunication adreraft,

11.

Due again to Intercommunication difficulties it became
essential to have some 1light liaison aircraft attached
to each Divisional headquarters, This was accomplished
by abtaining a PIPER CUB. It was found however, thai
one for cach Division was not sufficient, Theo alrcraft
was used by Staff Officers, Linison and Engineer
raconnaissance, It i3 recommended that an inter-
coomunication flight be made availeble to Corps or
equivalont headquarters on the following basts:-
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Two Four seater twin engine type (for use by
Commanders) similar to the 3ESCHCRAFT TEN!

Liateon -ire~raft (US PIPER CUB L-% type or
ritish AUSTER' for subsllotment to Divisions
for use by staff officers and despatch rider
letter services,

aerinl Photography.

12, guoply.
It is conslidersd that two conmplete coverages of
an area of operatlons are —-sential PRIOR to the

comnencement of an operal’ i-

(ag Scale of 1/40000 (Tri-metric) Survey
(b Scale of 1/1CC00 Complate sterco coverags which
is suitable for =11l general purposes,

13, Further coples of a larger scale should be also

available of selectad areas for stereo examination.
Low-1level obliques for beach landings 2lsc proved
of great value,

strib O

14, G (Air) Section controlled all photography and was
responsible for its distribution. Without 1 AAAPIU
the full use could not have been made of operaticnal
photographs, The system of distributlon was that the
AaAPIU would immediately annotate one set received
at Corps headquarters, and this set, when completed,
would bocome available to Divisional headquarters,

At times 1t was not possible to obtain the full

nunbers of prints required as the photo scetion attached
to idvance Echelon 5AF only provided initinlly for the
reproduction within i¢s  oun unlts, All negatives
were returned to the mainland within 48 hours of their
exposure, If further prints were required by Corps
headquarters 1t was then necessary to demand on the
Central Interpretation Unit at GHQ., This entailed

a delay of anything up to ten days, whlch meant that the
value of the photographs r-. ' considerably diminished
and in many cases vanishe . .together by the time they
were received at Divislonal headquarters, It is
recommended that a Photo Section which would be capable
of handling and processing considerable quantities of
acrial photographs be establishoed in the forward areas,

Ehetograohic Alrcraft.

15. Whilst the supply of photographs was excellent
throughout, for future operations it is recommended
that an increment of photographic aircraft to meet army
requirements only, be attached either to an Army
Co-operation Squa&ron, or to the necarest photographic
recce unit,

Lthozraphed Photomapa.

6, Due to the foct that the negatives of photographs
vierc not availlable to the Topographlcal Survey Company
the rosults in reproduction of all lithographs were -
genorally of poor quality. Considerable usé was nade
of lithographed photomaps during the advance to 810
where little up to date mapping information survey
had been possible,
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Lithographed 4ir Support Photo (ASP)

17.  Although reproduced in large quantities, were used
anly on two occaslons, It was found both by air crews
and ground troops, that if a photomap was avallable
then the use of the oblique ASP diminished, except for
initial assault in amphidious operations,

General.

18, Had a photo scction been available in the forwerd area
reprints of negatives required could havae bean
raoroduced and the tenefits would neve been felt
throughout by the Divisisns,

S Sonclusion-
N 19, The liafson estakblished betwson 4lr Force and Army
SR units, in the attachzent of Air Foree Cfficers to
= Army formations and vice versa wes resnonsible for

e the success of the results achlevad, This could be
. brought to even 2 higher st:indard bys-

(1) The attachzent of an Alr Ferce Officar to forward
S formations, whosa opinion as to whether a target
= is an 'Alr Force' target is accaptable to Alr
Force hondquarters,

(b) The provision of tha phots section to enable
reprints of negatives to be used in the preparation
of photomaps which ware found to be of such value
both to tho ground troops In the selection of
targets, and by the aircrews in having the
targat actually pinpointed on 2 reproduction of
the country ovar which they are flying.

SECTION 9. FUR R
o MEDICAL
g;‘ Eatablishments.

1. The role of a CCE with a prescribed capacity of 200 beds
s has seldor If ever becn assumed during this war,
= Frequently the function of a Ceneral Hospital has been
b fulfilled by a2 CC5 In the fleld, without nurses znd
without comparable adjustment, of ¥E or WET. A48 2
] consequence, {n this campaign, one CCS maintained more
TR than 1000 occunied beds and three other CCSs more than
B 600, This has been possible only by the atizchment
- of various persennel dravm from miscellanecous medical
1, - units and the continued addition of ordnance equipment
SRR far beyond prescribed authority. It is recommended
S that the function, the WE and WET of a CCS be reviewed.
E To manintain ‘an adequate nedical service under conditions
S of high wastage it is recommoended that 50% MOs and key
B tuechnical pzrsonnel be carried forward supernumersry
A at tho conmmencement of operations or be available in a
roadily accessible reserve. The implementation of
malarial precautions is 30t the responsibility of the
Medical Service. The medical administration of ALCUs
has fostoered a general misconception.in this regard.
¥any of the dutles of an 4MCU are of an engineering
nature, and the RALE who have more ready access to the
means, have always becn most co-operative in the solution
of such problems, If this important work were perforzcd -
R by a "G" service the operational responsibility would :
T be manifest. It is recommended that "JMCUs as at
oo present establishnent be under command of, and
administered by, RAE.

.,
’
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During the four months ending Dec 31 omong treops w:'..
cormand one Division approximately 600 men were killed
or missing and 12,600 men were cvacuat-d beyond

unit lines, of Ehese approxinmately 1600 were wounder
and 11,000 sick; of the sick at least 6000 wers
malarial cases, ond although the doath rate sras
practically negligitle, thc averags period of
inefficiency has becn at loast four wecks, Thile

a cgrtain Incidence of mel-~+ia may be sxpocted durling
operations in a highly ma! -lous area, it is5 considered
that greater efforts must - made to overconme the
difficulties of prevention, anti-malarizl supplics
were sutficient. It is recommended that thec
allocation of JMCUgwith a Corps be:-

g 7 One & class unit, under Corps command.
= o Thrue . c2lass units under Diviziennd
conmnand. Tt

Consideration by the Generzl Staff of the malarlial
problezs in the selection of a camp or bivouse slte
has proved of great valuc and should be 2 routine
as was laid dowvmn in the MIDDLE EAST.

RENGUL.

3.

The possibility of a high vsstage from Dengue chould
alviays be considersd in operations in = tropiecal arasz,

JLEHUS.

4.

S

It 1s recommended that before troops enter a Typhus
Infected area, they be trained In the application<
repallant, and their clothes be adequately treated.
It is esgential that supplies of repellant he
naintained,

’ . » I: .

With the inevitable high : .: of sickness, in order *-
malntain an adequate fighti..z forece 1t 13 necersars L.
treat casualtics and return them to units as rapioly
as possible, It is recommended that General Hospit-l
and Convalescent Depot accommodation equivalent to
10§ of force engaged, be installed at the carliest
opportunity, and sited so as to reduce the mecans of

transport, seca and air, to a minimum,

10

When the usual means of evacuation, Mctor Aubund-oe.
Convoy, and ambulance trains are roplaced by sea

and air transport pe$ under command the date and
destination of evacuation becomnes unpredictable.

It is roacommended that before any operation is commenced
adequate means of evacuation be allotted for the

purpose and placed under command, Various mecthods

of converting jeeps and barges {or stretcher carriage
have been introduced, It is recommended that a
standard method be determined,

IECHNICAL.

The standard of surgery in the field must be raised

and it is ecssential that surgical teams allocated to
forward medical units be adequately trained, It is
recomended that a Divislonal Surgeon of at least
Lt-Col rank bo attached to ADMS staff during operations,
to direct forward surgery ¢~ 1 to train men under
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actual battle conditions, The ettachnment of a
Hobile Bacterial Laboratery to a Dirvision would
groatly enhance the pathology essentlal in forward
areas, A highkly trained pathologlst could diréct
et the field work and train othoers in this duty, It
' is recommended that a Mobile Bectereological Laboratary
be included in a Divisional Crder of Battle during
oporations,

8s3AMaa.

8.. The situation has lang beun raached when satisfactory
medical service during operations is possible only
with thoe availability of Red Cross facilities,

. Within field formations this service can be used to

L advantage only if placed under direct medieal

K adninistration, with Red Cross represcntatives

" on the various Medical Staffs and in the various units,
The same standnrd of fitncess 15 demanded of these
representatives as s requlred by those whom they
serve, 411 of thes: lessons have been previously
recorded but attention is again directed in order
that the burden - inevitaosly neavy under tropical
operational conditions -« may be lightened for those
who follow after,

It is fully appreciated that any success of the
ledlcal Service 1z nchisved only by the splendid
co-operation of the various Staffs, Branches and

Services,
@ SECTIQN 10. "g" SRANC.

4. QBCGLNISGTION AND POLICY.
L Allotment of Craft.

(a) The "Q" administration of the 9 Aust Div operations
at LAE a2ad In the enrly phases of the FINSCHHAFEN.
opcretion wz2s made difficult by the fact that the
aperations were governe:d more by shipping
availability than by the sise and composition
of the force which was considered necessary for
the operation, The worst result of this
limitation was that it was necessary to leave,
in areas in rear of forwerd troops, adninistrative
personnel and nmany essential vehicles including
the majority of workshop vahicles,

‘ (b} The limitations of sea transport for the initial
agssault and for resupply were accepted during the
planning staze in order to speed up the operation.
Resupply was tharefore uncertain. The result
wns that the Divisien was always looking backward,
fearful of a breakdown in resupply, and chary
of attampting vanturesome planning the success
of which depended on readily avzilable and
adequate reserves,

] . 11 mnis~tion.

To free the Division from the continued responsibility
for the initial beach hend oncoe it is firmly
established and its maintonance arces functioning, it
is essential that units orgenised to take over the
administrative fnstallations be used for that purpose
and that beach clearance transport be allotted
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independent of Divisional trensport, The 2/1 Ordnance
Beach Dotachment was hot used as carlynoras adeguately
as it should have been to control ammunition holdings
and daliveries, &4 greater burden was therefore

placed on the Divisional 44LSC than was necesszary,

It would spoear thzt seaberne operztions agalnst
undeveloped coastlines will involve elther:-

(ng fntensiv.: {nland road work,
(b beach hopplirg.

4n appreciation of these nlternatives nust be nade
before the operaticn, znd adeguate provision made based
on the appreciation, In the LAE operations, road
naking and bridging equiprent and the personzel to

use them were insufficiont to permit uncheckxed praogross
by ldnd, mnd beach hodplng was essential, Tha craft
avellable for this tyne of operrtion were zlso
insufficlent to p:rmit unchecked progress, Delays

in operctions while trocps, equipment, and reserves
wer: brought forward werc inevitable, Sufficiznt ctaft
should be available to cover all these contingencies,

Beach labour commitments were a constant drain on the
effective fighting stranpgth of the Division, The

Order of Battlc of the Force gave therefore a false
estinate of its potential effectiveness., It would
facilitate administration 1f special units were allotted
on the Order of Battle to act as pioneer units in the
beachhead, For a divisional operation an effective
strength of 1000 is considered necessary,

Porters.

—

4..

5. .

Fighting strengths were further reduced by using
fighting troops as porters, and operatlons wero hampered
by a lack of native porters in the¢ early stages,

All the above are major items in policy and organisation
aither expressad or implied in the 9 Aust Div reportis,
They are confirmed by Corps HQ experience, In this
connection, the lessons to be applied by a Corps
h*ad%pqgﬁers contﬁol%ing a seaborne operctions cre v
glve paragrarhs 5 -8,

dllotment of Craft,

Effective control of the "Q" side of a seaborne’
operation by Corps headquarters required thzat it must
heve under direct command or allotted in support,
craft sufficient to meet all 1its anticipated require-
ments in:~

a initial movement,
b resupply,
¢ nocvenent of troops vehicles and equipnent,

These craft must have no other com=ittuents.

Experience in the LAE FINSCIHAFEN operations indicates
that, leaving the initiacl landing aside, ths craft
requlred for thase seaborne operations are LCTs and
LCUs., It is considered that the watercraft unit
operating with the assaulting division did not require

LCTs, but that LCTs were necessary under Corps control.
It is also considercd that the watercraflt unit must

be a Corps unit, placed if necessary under command
of the formation but to be used as Corps headquarters
dirocts, It should not be a normal component of the
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Division, It i3 folt that there wore occasions
when, i1f under Corps control, thesc LCUMs might have
heen allotted for movement of workshop vehicles froe
LAE rather than supplics from "G" Beach, particularly
when Coaros headgquartors was 2u fait with the rasupply
plan esnd could have divertcd at leact one LCM mission
from G" Beach tc LAE to pick up special vehlceles,

o haned on t

(KR -

It is evident thzt a Divisienal Headquarters is not
staffed to cope with henchhead organigation once
operntions inland or nleng the coast commence and the
nornal maintcnance procedure should apply. Cnce the
beachhead i{s assured it should be taken over by Corps
and staffed nnd serviced by Corps with Corps units,
Corps transport, and Corps staff,until the time is ripe
for L of C orgonisation to take over.

Had th’ organisstion buzen possible, two great
advant s would heve been galned -

{a) Division would nave been relioved of 2 serious
responsibility which strained i8s resources =nd
dividzd {ts maintonance offorts,

{b) Cocrps would have had more direct and datailed
records and returns, ths lack of which was n
handic~a to «ffeetive planning of resupply,

The Beach Group to handle the Beach Maintenance Lrea
should contaln units of 21l services sufficlant iIn

size to hnndle 211 depots, and {ts staff should contain,
if possible, the nucleus of the Basc Sub drea,

o9e ab .

It {s fclt that beach 1abour units - which should not

be employmeont ccmpanies - should be Corps units allotted
to Divislions for the initia) work in the Divisional Bazaeh
Maintenance Arez, but reverting to command wwhen Corps
takas over the beach maintenance arcas.

tors,

Native porters in the theztre of operations must be .
regarded as a pool to be allotted prior to the operations,
This labour must be thercfore controlled by Corps for its
ovn formations. Sufficlent should be available for~
direct ~nd rapid =2llotment ns required, clos2 to the
theatre ( operations.

P C (o) ve_been Joearnad.,

Lgading.

{(a) &s far us consistent with avallable packs, loads
should not* exceed the capacity of two men. A4s this
is .10% always praocticable, 1t Is considered thzt
some form of light nobile crane is required which
can unlond heavier items and disposes of them quickly.

(b} Loading of resupply craft must be rigidly supervised.
Though the capaclity of ships was alwsys ascertained
prior to allotment of loads, it was often {ound that
this amount could not be loaded, It therefore

appears necessary to -
(1) wunderestimnte the capacity of ships

(11) have certain high priority losds available to
L4111 eony empty spaces left over after the

billed loading 1s complete,
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(11) ensure th:t the leadings are bat
that the highest oriority items =
centrally whonever thore {5 iav gques
shutouts or 1fmited loadin; time.

(1v) prevent tre nntursl dosire of lo-ding
partlaes to lenve honvy nnd dE0feuls ftoms
until last,

(¢c) Conductors =re required for 211 scrvice
cents, Thoey wmust nhand locunments to the
cfficers and ¢nsure that special itons
delivered Intact to the ripht destinatt
ccnductors must be ceonmpatent and trully
and know which nre the essential itens
they are noarked.
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Beeause of limited craft avallabillty, <hz 21lo'munt
highor priorities tc other itoms, ul the nerd usc oo
available transport, repair »nd r-covery fosliiticer i-
both the LAE and FINSCHHIFEN 2reas wera nevear adeous .
Unnecessary deterioration of cquirnent reoculsed, ~-a
the resulting demands for recupply were in the long
approximataely commensurats in spzce with what was
required carlier for the movement af technienl voh:nisn,

Ammunition Scaling.

Present WUR rates sdg =7 __nnwant T4 sependlite
rates except for 25 pr ammunition. It is the-o. ...
evident that it is undesirable to use these as 2 basis
for operational resupply. It has nlreacdy been
rocomnended that such supply be on the basis of "refill"
ratas, and that these be, for one day.

Ixpe Dounds Fer Taanon
+303 bandolicr 1

carton 1C

belt 190
1" gipgnal p

9 mn Owen SMG 1D
-380 -
055 T!m]( Attoack N
2% Mort=p hipgheqlosiv: 1
Snoke
111 white
green
red

el el el o R XY
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Lyoe Rounds Pop nggggn

3" Mortar high explosive

- scoko ‘

6 pr Tank Attack high explosive
aracur plercing
cannistor

2 pr Tank Attack high explosive

40 = high explosive

armour plorcing
25 pr Snell high explosive
snoke - _
cartzns nornal 32 oA eaes

- cartpns super 2

o Grenades 36 M 290 per Division

. ‘ . 35 ¥ 7 secend Rifle) SO ¢ "

X 63 10

1 "

.
b fa fg b bt bt b L
[ ]
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These - commendations are in accordance with those
submi. . Q1 in Adv HQ 2 fust Carps G/380/SD of 2 Fab 44,

6.  Equipping.
It {s essential -

(2) thot the Division be fully equipped with all
required iterms prior to its arrival at its
rcehearsal and ombarkation areag

(b) that nll vghicles required for the operation be
availeble In this areca at the tine of arrival
of troops

7. Bivouac arens {n Beachhead.

{ID These must ba well clear of the beaches so that the
alnost inevitable bombing and straffing of the beaches
will not causc unnecessary casualties, and so that the
baachhead arca will NOT be cluttered up,

(n) Insufficient returns, duc in some measure to™a
staff failure to allow AASC 9 Aust Div to evar
out its full service function, made it extrenely
difficult for 5 & T service of Corps HQ to oxaercise
the nomal control over supplies, In the absence :
or because of the inadequacy, of returns submittc&, .
t! - e were oceasions when bast usz could not be
rn- . of the space allotted - this occurred -
purticularly on those occasions vihen balaneing
comrodities, if sent forward, would have inmproved
stock holdings more than did a sinilar tonnage of
balancedcommodities,

;‘ (b) Increased daily rations of sugar (5 oz) nilk (4 0z)
and tea (7/16 oz) were recommonded by S & T and
approved early in November 43, The increases were
acceptable and benefited troops. It is considered
that in tho SWPA this scale should be used for all
troope in close contact with the cnemy in jungle
country.

{c) Fresh Feod

Deliveries of fresh food - chiefly mecat and butter -
sufficient for issue to all troops once or twice a
waek -~ bopan late in October 43, and were of
natarial assistance in improving the ration in
quality and variety, and in lifting the morale of
troops. Specinl provision was nade for nedical
installations,
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(d) Ration Sc¢ales

()

(1)

(g)

Some Vitanin B deflciency was reported towards

the end of the campaign, and one brigade reported
1t duc to the inability to handle tinned
dehydrated vegetables, flour, wheatzeal, oatdeal
atc while troops were moving forward in battle
conditions., It 1is considersd that where such
deficieney {5 considered likely it can be overconc
either by the issue of Thiamin or by the issuc of
thie Ficld Oncrationnl Raticn,

Sleld Dakery

~
¢d
9

The apnreciation shown by troeps for {resh oread
indicates that the patch of Field Barzry
datachménts as soon possitle after = beachhead
is working is of great benefit to morzle,

c
2

5
t
inbalanced Commodities

4 balanced ration pack for initial supply =nd as o
Divisional reserve is considered desirable, though
1t is apprecizted that tho difficulties of
sanufacture of this pack would be considerable,

The unbalancing of stock holdings due tc pilfering,
doterioration, loss, and short dravings vias a
continual sourcc of worry.

Innrrg?g IE Hn:ba

Recommendations have already been forwarded for an
incroase in Supply Depct Platoons frea 6 to 8, and
of the General Transport Conmpany fron 3 to 4
platcons, the additional platoon being equipped
with 2% tcn GMC load carrlers. (€See Adv 2 Aust
Corps G/456/5D of 1 Maor and G/426/SD of 17 Feb 44,)

grdgngcc Services.

(a)

(b)

(c)

The normel ¥nr Usage Rate scaling for azmunition
and ordnance stores was net found satisfactory and
it is considered that each item should be scaled
separately having regard to the type of operation.

ton-Standard Eguipnment

The provision of non-standard cquipment nade
malntenancg extremely difficult, especially for
dmerican 29 ton GMC, wireless sets and DUKWHS. It
i1s considered esseniial that for such equipment
there should be available at the commencement o
an operation, three months' supply of spare perts
and naintenance cquipnent, or three nonths
naintenance supply of complete equipments.

Agas

(1) JAmnupitlon - all packages should be tropic
and waterproofed;

(11) Ordnance Stores - no loads shsuld exceed a
two man 1ift, and 21l packages
should be securely wired. Heavy
items such as bootplates and hods
should be in tongued and grooved
cases mada of 6" x 1" wood;

A PR T )
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' (111) Markinss - all stores should be marked with
group numbers, and casas gilvenrn
serd nucb:pr which is recorded
on consignnaent note,

(d) Method of Domand.

The syston of forwarding stores {n accerdance
with demands froz the division was found
. satisfactory. Ordnince sorvices at Corps Head-
i quarters decided on the priorities of the items
- required, basing their declsicn on the demands
recolivad,

10, AEVE Services,

(r) 2nd Echelon reprirs ~rz required with the
assnulting force NOT later than H 4 20 hours

(b) Brigade Workshops should have a light section
cquipped with jceps and trallers filled with
l?ght rmachine tocls to allew them to cope with
forward wore.

11, gliv GS,

Specinl urgent items were flown into tha aerodrime
nearest the division and then forwarded by small cratt.
A5 it was not possible tc  nd a conductor with all
such items, and represent "ves of the services

. concerned were NOT always -zilable at interncdinte
points, delays and losses ware causad.

These [aults were overcone to some degree by -

(a) placing the responsibility for on forwarding on
the fornation controlling the areaj

(b) placinz n reprosentative of the Ordnance Service
at LAE to control on forwarding from LAE to
FINSCHHAFEN;

{¢) using conductors or safe hand where possible

12, gSalvarg.

One salvape unit could neot cover the areas traversed

by the Division in operations, znd it is considered

that once the beachhead is cstablished, the Divisional
. Salvage Unit requires reinforeing by a detachment of a
' Corps or L of C unit «

(a) to handle novements out of the aren, and
(b) control any Salvzage Depot

Cono]ngign

It 1s to be noted that many of the points referred to
above are not considored te be new lassons. Many are
already detailed in Conmbir Operation Panphlets

viz -

(a) personnel and equipnent for nanning dunps in the
Beach HMaintenance Area should not be found {ron
units of the Assaulting Formation, and should be
part of a Beach Group specially created for the
operation and trained with the assaulting formation.
This Beach Group includas a transport echelon for
beach ¢learance.,. . L
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(b) such units arc under Conmand  Principal Military
Lending Officer, who though placed during the
initial stzpges under the Comnander of the Assculte
ing Formation, is nevertheloss a Staff Officer of
the Force #Q and reverts to thoir comnand when
Feree HQ takes ovor,

(c) personnel should be included in the Seach Group
vwho can forz the nucleus of a 3ase Sub Area,

Yalntaenance of 7 Aust Div

i
[
P
[
3.

1.

2o

3.

4.

e

During the period 7 Aust Div was under command 2 Aust
Corps, € Oct - 6 Nov 43, maintenance w2s by alrcraft
opera%lng from NADZAB, and landing at DUMFU, with
occasional dropping nissions forward of DUMPU, and on
several occasions by aircraft flying supplies direcct
from LAE to DUMPU.

3 Aust Afr Maintenance Coy, loeated at NADZAB, operated
under ccmmand DDST 2 Aust Corps, and carried out the
normal tasks of an a2ir malntenance company. All supplies
forwarded to 7 Aust Div were handled by this conpany,
mainly from the company locatien at NADZAB, but on some
occasions by a small detachment of the company operaiing
at the LAE alrstrip,

Stocks of 3 Aust Alr Xaintenance Coy during the period
were roplenished cntirely by air, by aircraft from
ngODURA and XORESBY, and durline the later stages from
4 [

Owing to weather conditions and/or shortages of aireraft,
target figures for stocks at NADZAB woere at no stage
achieved during tho period, and gencrally manintenance
wag operated on 2 very slender margin of stocks held by
J dust Air Maintenance Coy,

DADS 2 Aust Corps acted as ragulating officer at WADZ:B,
and was responsible for demanding replenishment stocks
for 3 Aust Air Maintcnance Coy, demands being placed
daily on both DDST XEW GUINEA FORCE and DDST 2 Aust
Corps, The regulating officer received demands fronm

7 Aust Div, and arranged forwardings in accordance with
these domands after taking into account availability of
stocks at KabZaB, Units in and arcund NADZAB had also
to be maintained ex 3 Aust Air Maintenance Coy stocks,
average foeding strength for these units being approx-
inntely 2,500.
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Uaintenance of 9 Aust Div.

1,

k)Y

At 21l stagoes maintenane. ¢ AASC supplics to 9 Just
Dilvy wzs by water transper , ¢xeant when on several
pecasions air-dronzing was carriad sut to supply units
or detachments temporarily cut off freo nermal
=aintenance, and when alr tronsport wns uccd {or fraosh
supplics,

Durins the perlod
and the carly gzordl
=1 found thot nos : n
stociks hald waore condng throash "YU channels, and the
dumands and Inform-ticn recolved vwiers generally delayed
and insufficliant o work unon satis erily, Unider
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Jeing to shut.outs <t p
3UN4, anid craft not heln
of unlondin:, rations roce
often wnbnalanced in =any ¢ s. 8toclks held
9 aust Div woere consequently unbolanced to qulte o 1=
deprca, snd 1t was essentinl to utilize shlpning space
with quantitices of individual cormodities raguired to
balance, before forwarding further balanced rotiens.

Owing to difficulty in obtainins pronpt -nd adequate
informzticn, as outlined in pararraph 2, it was necessary
at timcs to forward balanced rations when the forwarding
of individu2l commodites would nave =iven the Division a
better avallability of stocks for irmedi-te issuc 25 o
balanced ration,

v

1
9 Aust Div woere vary
¢

The amount of shipninpg sp + avallable at nmost tlhes was
insufficient to ever plac. t destinaticn the quantity of
reserves laid down., Only onece, verc the holdin:s by 9
aust Div of AASC supnlies up te the rascerve fisures laid
down, This eccaslen was in carly Deccnbeor 43 when stocks
of ratlions, cxpensc stores and POL wope built wp at :
FINSCHHAFEN to over 30 days holdinzs for 9 asust Div, This
level howaver dropped again pradually during thoe romainder
of that month, until such time 25 supplics were received
from the "Henry L, Abbott" the first Liborty ship to

LR alod 14
)

unload Australi-an s:torcs ot FINSCHBAFIN.

Goncral.

1.

.

O

uszt Corns assunmced cousnd of 7 r~nd

s were taxen by DDST 2 aust Corps to haove
the scale of issue of tea, milk and sugar inersasad fer
foryvard troops, An incrscse to 5 ozs sugar, 4 ozs nilk,
and 7/15 oz of tea pef nan por day wuns approved by NGF
for troops of 7 and 9 Aust Divs whilst on operations.
These increases were found to be of great benefit in
assisting to nmaintain the hi-h standard of ratlioning
which pertained durins the whols period,

Inmedintely 2
Aust Diva, steo

- 30 2

Zvery endeavour was also nade to have 28 nuch fresh

food - mainly boneless beef and butter - forwarded to

7 end 9 Aust Divs as wns possible from available stocks
and avallability of suitadbla transport. In the case of
7 Aust Div, tho fresh food was {lowm ex MORESBY or
DODODURA to NADZAB and thanco to DUMPU. In the case of
9 dust Dlv, 1t was flown '~ .AS and thence transnorted
by sen to Ehc Division el r at "G Beach or later at
FPINSCHHAFEYN, Towards the end of Dacerber 43, fresh food,
#23 flown dircct to DREGZR alrstrip near FINSCHHAFTIH,

Included in forwardinis of fresh food, were special
neats and othar comnodities for consumption of paticnts
held at UDSs and CCS8s.
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lessons learnt frax onerations

ol S & 7 services in rear of division,

1. It s essential thit adaquate regserves be held forward
to allow for perfodic difficulties often cxperiencod
in naintaininc a regular flow of replenishuent,
Shortape of availability of zaircraft and weather
conditions often making flying from MOASS3Y to N.D2ZAD
inpossible, precluded ndequate stocks beins built up
at NADZaB, and renorally naintenance for 7 Div was
carried cut on u slender narzin of stocks., Similarly
shorta-a of shipping space, shut-outs otc, renerally
precluded adeqguate resarves beling maintained forward
for 9 aust Div.

" 2o Tith the nceessity to utilize to best advantaza all
evailable moans of forwarding, it 13 vital thzat accurate
and adoquate {nfomatlion s to stocks and requirecents
be passed promntly back fron forward fermations,

3. Detalloed and tull Information of stocks and requirenonts
c¢zn ba nore satisfactorily and cznedltiously passed
direct thrcugh service channels, "Q" staff on
Divislonal and Corns Headquarters should be kept informed
daily of all rogquired informatlion by thoe 8 & T Service
representative on thelr respective Headguarters,

4, Normal principles of nz2intenance and functioning of
8 & T Services as laid dowm in Fileld Service Roegulations
5till apply oven when the control of supplies and the”
control of transport in third 1line are divorced, owing i
to us2 of sea and air transport, :

) This report deals with the sunply of Ordnance stores
and zrunition and covers the principal points on
which lescons have been learned fron this operation.

t 1s realised thiat the maintenance of ordnance stores
and anmunition for fomations cngaged in amphiblous and
Junzlo operations will vary considerably for nany
reasons, the principal of which are: type of operation,
distance from base of supply, type of craft available
for naintenance, unloading faeilitiles; and corrents
submitted will not always apply.

24

The initial scaling for the operation was laid down by
Goneral Staff by days Vior Usage Rate for both stores and
arounition. This nethod i{s not completely satisfactory

: O as experience hes shown that the standard War Usage Rate
di1d not apply to anphibious operations carried out, and
it is thereforc connidorod that cach type of ammunltion
and 1ten of .ordnance stores should reccive separate
consideration and scalings based on standard Tar Usage
Rate varied to mecet any particular conditions which it
is anticipated rmay bo encountercd, The scaling, of
course, will be dependont onn the amount of tonnage
available in the landing craft being used for the
operation, It is particularly important that equipment
bo confined to standard naskes and types as consgdorablo
difficulty was experlenced in having to maintain non-
standard equipment and Motor Transport. Two of the
principal difficulties experlenced ware the supply of
dpare parts for ancrican wiirgless sets and CGHC trucks.
It 13 casential that all American equipnent teken over
for Austiralian Forces be complete with
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(a) sufficicnt sparc parts and maintcnance aquipment
for at l¢nmsat three nionths, or _

\b) three ncnths =aintenance supply of complete
gquipnents,

tc.f‘.

2/1 Aust Ord Boach Det was on the Ordar of Battle of

9 Aust Div, but duo, it i{s understood, to lack of space
on theo landing craf{ thisg unit was not used in the
Initial operations in the Finschhafen area, but was
brought forward sonec considerable tinme later when
beachneasls had becn established. If it had been
possible to take thls unit in on, say, D or D plus orc
day, it i3 ccnsidercd that nany of the stores and
arsmunition problems which arose mzy have been met ton
the spot! duc to the presence of trained amcunition

and stores pirsennel, As it was, rescrves of ordnance
stores had to be maintained in an ADOS dump using ADGS
staff which i3 not desizned for this purpose, while
ancunition was carried by Divisional AASC who were, In
effect, carryin: out the functions of respectively,
ordnance and annuniticn scctions of the Beach Detachrment.
As Divisional AASC ammunition persennel were not
sufficient in numbers to, in effect, run a Field
armunition Depot, and annunition polnts, one result of
the non-cnployment of the 3each Dotachment was evident
in the considerable quantities of ammunition dumped at
various points, To a lesser degree the same applied to
Ordnance Storcs, especially bootg and tentage,
Caverare.

Tha FINSCHHAFEN and LAE operitlons both proved conclusiv-
ely that 1t is essentlal that zll stores and anmunition
sent forward with thc initinl landing sroup must be
accompanicd by sufficient tarusulins to provide cover
while in transit on the landinr craft and later on the
beach. This also applies to stores being sent forrard
as meintenance stocks after consolidation of the
boachhead, and all such stores must be covered and
tarpaulins should be landed with stores until such time
as the Crdnance representative in the area advises that
no further tarpaulins nre required, when arrangenents
should be made for tarpaulins used for coverine stores
going forward to return with conductors mentioned in
paragraph £ below,

Pa|§'55§!'e§ .
(a) Anmunition

It 15 understood that arrangecents are elrcady In
hand to provide tropic and water proof packacas
for amnunition.

(b) Qrdnance Storag

It 13 essential that no packages poing forward for
delivery to a beachhead ecxceed 60 1lbs, as the
majority of off-loading has to be done by manpower
and experience has shovm that wherecas ong man can
get out of a tossing landing craft without droppinz
his package, vhere packages are being carried by
two or moro nen a larpe nunmber will be dropped in
the crossing from the deck to the ramp. All cases
should be sceurcly wired by two wires running
lengthways and at” least twd across the breadth of
the caze. If heavy itoms of stores such as boote
plates or hobs are sent forward it 1is necessary that
they be pacled in tongued and grooved cases nade of
- 6% X 1" timber. During the carly stagos of the

-
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FINSCHHAFZN oparaticns approxinately 98% of snall
cagses containing heavy items were broken beforo i
arrival at AD0OS dump, !

Un to .

(3) f4oountition

Maintenance was controlled by Q who ordered
forward on recelpt of advice of requirenoents {rom :
Q 9 aust Div. This wes considered more satisfactory,
as the norual nethad of ordering forward azainst a
set scnle based on War Usazge Rate wzs not
considered advisable as the usage rate of various
types of ammunition was sut of all proportion to
tha standard “Yar Usz2ze Rate, )

(b) QOrdnance Btorgs

The naintenance ¢f grdnancc stores was based on -

(1} Initial sicnalled d%mands received from
aD0S 9 Aust Div, and

(11) Decnands eventually received fran 2/1
Aust Ord 3eoech Det,

This nethed was found te be much nmore satisfactory .
than sending foriard sutomatic shipments to raintain i
the usase of inltlal reserve, as once ngain,
standard War Usare Rates were no gulde to tho
actual usage of various iteas of stores. Owing to

the 1initation of tho c¢raft avallable for naintenance

it was necemsary for 2 iust Corps to detail
priority of noverent for various tteums of stores
and accordinzly, it becanc necessary to maintain
detailsd records of all i{tenms denanded by ADOS 9
aust Div, In conjunction with ADOS BUNA Base Sub
Arca. a plan waz ovolved whercby detalls, including
velghts and measurcments of storcs awnitlng call
forward were advised to this Headquarters. This
rnothod has worked very satisfactorily and stores
raquired by troops have with a few exceptions,
always been available to nmeet denands,

Markins and Dacuyments.,

It is necessary that all stores be clearly narlked with
group number and each case given a serial number. This
information should be maried up in detnils on the con.
sicnmont notes etc and copy of consignnent note should
acconpany ¢ach vesscl,

Leaguctorg.

In the case of ordnance stores going forward by ship it
is essential that an ordnance conductor accerpany cach
shipaent and carry dotzils (as in paragraph 7 above) of
all stores in the shipment. It was not found sufficient
that a ecnductor should accompany stores, but it is
aessential that he hand consiznment notes to an ordnance
repraesentative at the landing beach. It was found that
papers handed to any other person were raroely passed o
ADOS or his reproesentative, and instances occurred where
stores urgontly requirad were not readily available and
a large nunber of casez had to be opened before the
particular item required could be locatod. Personnel
of 9 Aust Div Ord Fd Pks stazin: in the BUNA area wero,
whorever possible, employed in the conducting of these
stores, Tarpaulins were in short supply during the
initial stages of tho campaign, but aftor stocks were
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roceived and anple stocks had been sent to 9 Aust Div
conductors werc instructed that tarpaulins used to '
cover stores in transit would bo collected and delivored
back to BUNA for furthaer use,

9. Q Y &L ﬂ‘!‘t

Frequent requeosts wore cade for airm movenent of urgent
stores to FINSCIEAFEN, but prior to Docembar 1943,
stores could only be sunt forward by air as far as Lal
froa whonce moverent was by ship. Australlian Tater
Transport were operatin- a saall vessel on 2 dally run
LaZ-FINSCHHAFEN and the plan at that time was to forward
urgent stores by air fron cither PORT LORES3Y or BUNa

o and justralian Hoventent Ceontrol were con forwarding froa
LAE to FINSCHHAF=N., This methed did not prove succdssful -
as stores wore ‘roquently lost or delesyed in translt and

arrangenents vere nade ! ADOS 9 Aust Div for a
Serjeant to he attached ¢+ LAE arca a2c Ordnance Liaison

Officer. After thiz BCC t.ok up duties nany hundrads of
pacltages of ordnance stcres were forwarded and only tue
instances occurrod 2f stores being lost or sarlously
delayed in transit. Dotalls, including package nunbers,
of stores beins forwarded were signalled threuzh sorvice
channels to 9 Aust Div repeated 2 Aust Corps, It is
therefore considered that where operational requirenents
demand 1t and supplies arc of operationgl importance,
that a Serjeant storoman should be at each emplaning”
end deplaning point where no complete Alr Maintenanchd
Company 1is in operation, (It is understood that there
was a resrcesentative of zn Alr Maintenance Cempany at
LAE, but he apparently could not cope with the velune

of traffic.)

Q 10.  §tagf.

ADO3 9 Aust Div has submitted to his Staff details of
a suggostaed chanpge in ADO3 staff on e Divisional Head-
quarters,

]J.. { ary

Present equipment is too heavy for use in initial
landings., Recomnendations for chanzes in types and
numbor of wvehicles were subnilttsd in Adv 2 Aust Corps
G/426/5D of 17 Fcb 43,

12. Genoral.
(a) Salvarg

Durin; the initial stages of the compalgn it sias
not possible to provide ordnance fae 1¥ies for the -
handling and packini; of returned ordnance stores

L ‘ and ammunition, but considerable quantities were

= salvaged by § Aust Div Salva~e Unit. Duec to closo

: lialson between ADOS 9 Aust Div and 0C Selvapge it
was possible to re-issue serviceable equipnent cte
direct to units and thereby save space on
naintenance craft, It is sugcested that in future
canpalzns of this type two salvare units would
ocnable earlier recovery of salvace and conscquently
loss deterioration from weather,

(b) - e a tores an '

Duo to the rapldity of the advance in the latter
stages of the campaign, larpe dumps of ordnance
stores and ammunition had to be left in unit areas
and in the nmajority of instances no map reference was-
avallable gnd recovery could only bp effected by a
search of UAZ whole battle area. Units should keep
records of their dumps and advise Salvage as soon as -

poscibl, .
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as stores and as—uniticn when aventually
recovered had suffered so auch froo the
weathor that repalrs werc frequently Impossible.

D = AEIE

1,

2e

4.

e

Jorkshop Equinment.
(a} Considerabl: trouble has been vipurienced in

cettine majer zachine tools ferward, These were
not {ncluded in the carly movenant for the
operation and ASLUZ personnel were eaulpped with
hand tocls. This would be satisfactory if 2nd
Echelon ropalr facilitics wers brousht in at
approxinntely D & 20 day.

(b) The Junrle type Lipht 433 Dotachmaents nttached to
Infantry Brigades are entitled to » sczle of
Jeeps and zre therefore 2s mobile as Brigade
Headquarters., Unfortunately, these Lizht Aid
Dotachrnents w:ra not o equipoped and the greatoer
portion of the opers 'uns were carried out with
only iland Tools.

(e) Due to thooe fdetors, the "stitch-in-time" pelicy
could rot befully carricd out with the resultant
accunulation of 3rd and 4th Zchelon repairs.

{d) The lack of Yachine Tocls at one staze was the
cause of six () zuns being out of action and made
it necessary to send complete Sisht Srackets froo
3UNA which placed » corrasponding number of puns
tenporarily out of action,

The recemnendsd solution is ensuring that Jungle
type Light Aid Detachments are equipped with thelr
technical Jeeps and amending the existing Brigade
Torkshop to have a Licht Scction of eisht (8) Jeaps
and four (4)-Trallers so that they may be included
in early part of oporations equippned with badly
needed lizht Yachine Tocls, Even in later stacces,
road cenditions precluds the movement forward of
the necessary cquipment to naintain guns, tele-
conmunication cquipment, Hotor Trensport, and
carth-noving equipnent.

Tho arrival of maintenance supplies of Vilreless and
RADAR equipnent which was not tropic-proofed stas an
alded commitment to Signals and Australian Electirieidl
Hechanical Englneers repair orgzanisations sthich had a
large commitment in nmainta’ning sets which were tropic-
proof'ed in the field and - . ch systen is only an
oxpadient.

In several Instances, Lizht Ald Dctachrmants have not
movéd with Headquarters of unlts to which they are
attached. This has had the usual effect of neclecting

1st Echelon repairs.

In coastal operations it is considercd necessary that
AEME formatlon representative be mllotted an ALCM for
rnoving Workshop sections and evacuating repairs from
forviard coastal arcas,

It i1s considered cssential that, as soon as dcvelopmcdt
of bade area connences, service representatives should
be posted to relicve such representatives on field -
formations as the increasing [ of C causes neglect of
g¥at service in either the field formations or the base
80,
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6. It 15 sugsested that, in any division of the Corps
Headgquartors the Deruty Director Nechanical Engingers
should be on Advance Hazdquarters., All Australian
Electrical Xechanical Enzinocr units under command
arc forward and co-ordination of units behind the
Divlisional ifeadquarters is necessary, as well as being
on the pesition for technical adwice to Députy addjutant
& Quartemaster-Goneral and Arm and Servicu
representatives,

SEGUION II  SUGSRSTIONS FOR TRADNIKG

l. The £ oswins supgsestions are based on obsarvations
made i this Eeadguarters both during the training
period on the Tablalands and during the recent operations,

The suzzeations ncde are not intinded as a comprehensive
1ist, but as a bas!s on ubich to conmence trainin-,

Proilstaary Tesdnkn [ ood Propaprtions - (Aurldes to 211
units)

2 To obtaln the besgt mothods to %o employed and to ensure
2 uniforn nethod ¢f trainin;, it is recommended that,
as soon a3 the training policy Is decided a confarcncc
be held of all un!t comnmanders within the fermations,

8y the mutual exchange of ideas, valuable information
would be obtaincd on:-

{a) points which should be eoncuntreted on in training
(b} necthods tc be adested for cach type of trainins

It is considored that individusl units have devclopod
new and successful nethods for teaching certain subjects,
and that other units would benefit by this knowlaodge,

3. For prellminary training, technical and spacialist
units should be released from all duties and concentrated
undar their rospective commanders, This applies in -
particuler to engincer units which are frequently required
to spond too much tinme on camp duties. All the '
divisional engineer units should be concentrated under
the Co- nnder Royal Engincars for the preliminary training
toseth.» with a nechanlecal cquipment conpany (or detach-
rent thereof) the Ploncer Battalion and 2 section of
Provost (the latter two for mart time training.)

4. As soon as the preliminery training and planning arc
conmplete and the order of battle for the operation is
decided, the units should, if passible, be concentrated
in counEry resenbling the opecrational zone. Too Tuch
stross cannot be placed on the nocessity for carly
associatlion and co-opcration botweon the units that are
to nake up the force. The units should be issued with
full WET as carly as possible, c¢soccially as regards
weapons, vehicles, nechanical and siznal equipment, also
any new or specialised cquipnent such as the Air Obser-
vation Post,

£irst Riintorcaronta (Applies to all units) :

P When 7 Aust Div concentrated for trainin earlg in 1943,
the strength was well below VE due largeiy to battle
casualtios and malaria, This doficiency was not mnda
good until towards the end of training, and then by troope
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who had rocclved little or no junsle training, To
provent a recurrence of this the follewing
recennaendatlions are nade:-

(a) The rormations be bullt up to WE plus Flrst
Reinforeccnents at an carly date.

(k) That deflicicncios caused by sickness during
trainfns be nmade sood at rerular and froguent
intervals. It iz conslidercd most desirable to
vnable units to traln at full strencth,

Ingrenas An 3Jofment of Training Ay vpitien - appldes to.

6.

7

9.

10.

‘21 units)

It is considorcd that for the period of intensive
tralning which formations are required to undergo, the
allotment of trainin~ amnunition vide GRO G504/43 is
inademate,

The { - rtance of having a very hizh standard of
nuske ..ty cannot be over emphasised., To obtain this
hizh standard training, and above all, aractice, must
be had in the followins types of shooéina.

{a} Deliberate shooting - lyin-
from weapon pits
kneeline
standing
frem trees

(b) Snap shootinc - as for {(a) above

{(c) Shootinr fron the hip both in an assault and
stationary with rifle and bayonet, Bren and 3G

Huch &6f the shooting 1s done either kneeling or standing
due €O tall Kunal ;rass or undorsrovwth, Shootinsg fron
thosd positions is dif!_cult to nastor and requires
constant practice, The ranse aractises as laid dom

do not-include firin: from thesc positions. GRO

G9504/43 doos not allot amnunition to allow for tho type
of trainins undertakan by the 8Schocl of Junzle varfare
and for sinilar Jjungzle assault courses already built

in the divisional training arcas.

Good shooting means a high expendituro of ammunition in
a training area whera the supply is assured, but also
means a lowering of expenditure in operations where the
supply 's somotimes very difficult.

It is . :refore rocomnended that as far as stocks pemilt,
the allotnont of trainin: ammunition including artilloery

ammunition and pyrotcchnies be at the diseretion of the
Divisional Comnanders.

-'5“231[}'3_::; of" ‘e Tpe ~1 Croup - (appllcs to al)l armss)

11,

By tho tactical group is nmeant a composite force of
infantry, tanks, ongineers with artillery support.

The followings troining 1sg reconmended:-

(a) For ground attack. This 15 covered in part II,
section 7, of -this report.

(b) For an opposed landing., It is considored that, in
an operation involvine 2 coastal advance, a small
conposite force supported by land based artillery
nay be used to cffect a surprise landing in the
eneny's reoar, It is considered that experimont and

training in oparations of this nature would prove
valuabla.
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Prior to thc departure of 7 and 9 aust Divs fron the
rainland to comnence opcrations in HUCK PERINSULA,

training for artillery units in nmatters particularly
rolated to juncle warfare was instituted. This training
has proved sound and should be continued.

The nmatters reforred te are as follows:w

{(a) Decployzent and povenent with a severcly restricted
transpert scale - exanple, 4 Field Reziment was
pormitted to use only one third the nunber of
prine niovers and some Jeeps in support of a BSrigade
In junglc oxerclges ovar a perlod of four days.

(b) Passage of obstacles - exanple noving suns cover
ravines using blocks, tackle and timber felled ca
the spot.

(c) Protcction of fun sites by artillery personnecl
against rzlidine "PAIY%ncludin-. the use of booby
traps, and warnin- Jeviccs.

(d) An incresse ih the amount of weapon trainin:, and
of trainins in unarmed combat, and ovor assault
courses,

(e} 1Increased emphasis on ficld craft for all ranks,
training in the construction of shelters fron
bushwood and other natural naterials, and the
training of the individual to carry his own
c¢ssential sear and rations and to fend for himself.

(f) Training 3ll detached personnel in mcvenient throuch
Junz;loe on foot with all nocessary cquipnent and
with the responsibility for thoir own protection
on tho nove and at reast - in effoct, training in
the tacties of jungle patrolling. This applied
particularly to all Reconnalssance Parties, and
to the O and G parties of Ficld Regiments,

(3) Training of all siznallers as in (f) above and in
tho laying of line by hand in co-ordination with
the noves of infantry.

(h) Planning and oxeccutin; novenent by landing craft
and by air transport,

(1) For Fleld Reginents:

(1) Engagenent of targets close to the Observaticn
Post by using guns sited to a flank so that
full advantage of the breadth zone factor
could be obtained.

(11) Artillery Reconnaissance - especially with
the use of photonaps.

It 15 considered that additional training i1s required

as follows:-

(a) Training of specialists of all types but particul-
arly signalloers with a view to having available
within cach Regiment 100% replacements. This is
necossary because in jungle operations tho
additional strain on speeialist personnel results
in thefr casualty rate bocoming considerably
groater than normal,
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(b) Training in boach defence, This {a particularly
necessary for Tank Attack Regiments 1f the
expedicent of usinz 6 pr guns as beach defence gpuis
is to continue, but it is alsc pertinent with
Lisht Anti Aircraft and Field Roglments.

(c) Por Fiold Rexincnts:-

Trainine In the use of the Alr Observation
o Post, It is considercd desirable that all
o Freld Artillery Officers carry out shoots
" fron the 4lr Obsarvatlion Post at reZular
intoervals, This is a new cquipment and
practioc in 1t5 use is csaential,

' (d) For Li-ht Anti aircraft Reglnmonts:-

The allotnent of a towing plane and drojuc
for constant »redictor and shooting practice.
s No such planc¢ and drosue wore avallable In
e the pro-operational poriod of trainin: in the
o nainland. 2/4 Lt AA Rewt therefore had had no
real shoctinre practice from the time it Lol
the Middie Bast untll it enzaged plancs In
thesc operations.

(c¢) For Divisional Artillery Starf:-

(1) Traininc in air photograph interpretation,
gridding, use of sridded obliques cte.

(1i) Practice in the staff work involved In
movetient by air or sea and in all types
of craft.

. (i11) Training in considcration of prieritics

: in the caliin: forward of naintenanco
supplies when sea or air transport is
used and the anount of such transport is

linited.
Enginger Traipipg,

15. It is recconmended that in general oncineer training,
entphasis be placced on following subjects. In il0 casce
trainins to be restricted to lecturcs, but to include

obscrvation of tasks bein: undertalken by thosc already
expert, and finally actual performance of the tasks.

{(a) Roads 1ncludins Beach Roads
(b) Bridging, both oquipment and improvised
) . {(c) “h.arves and Piline
| (d) ... i-Personncl and Anti-Tank Mines
(¢) Yatermanship
(f) Loadins and Off-loadin: of Landin- creft
(¢) Engcincer functions in suppert of Tanks
S , (h) Unit Hysicne
E (1) TETPa by sand rodel
-;;; : 16, Bvory cndeavour must ba nade to conduct the trainin; in'

country and undcr conditions similar to that which it is
anticipated will bo oncountered in operaticns,
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17. The operations revealed that sigral units were poori
trained in malarial discipline and donestlce dutios,

Durins the trainins sorfod those units were workine
continuously on lire construction and noraal dutfi:zs
with little or no tino ta Yo concentrated ard troincd
ag units. The result was that Junior O8ficors and
Senior NCOs werc nst imbucd with thelir rosponsibiliti. .
towards the nen under thelr connand, Yoro trainine
shcould Lo done on:-

| (a) first ald

- . (b) pretection acalnst nalaria
(c) hyziona
(d) personal hy:zienc

This especlally aphlics to porsonnel of line seetlio o
whe have to nove indapendently on lens tasks.

19, To assist siinals In future plannin- It Is su-costeo
that a si:nal offlcars® refercnee bool should be dros s
up te neludo such detalls Gs5:-

(a) =taff tables and statistical data
(b) details of technical vouipnent

(¢) su::estions for layout and nottin~ of coarunica:’
within brizede and tactical -~rouns.

- . 19.  For notes on the trainins of tralesrsn, refer to Seni-:
: 8iznal Officers' confercence Report of 2 Jan part ix.

Cowoper>tion Bifoean Anreatry, §opks ad gecilesl
Lagopnaissiner irers £y s ——

20, Succossful experinents were carried cut by 1 Aust Ar-
Tank Bn and BOOLZRANGS fron 4 Tactical Reconnaissance
Squadron RAAF In the CSUSIKA arez on 5 Feb to test
communications between alrcraft, staticnary and nmebil:
tanks. (Sec recco report attached).

The test proved satisfactory, Redio Telephonic commun'c
ations can be naintained betueen tan%: and atlrcraft
under junzle conditions,

This could be developed for beach landings where tanie

and infantry are co-operatinz and in advancin- thirce

Jungle country where Tactlcal Reconnaissance alrcrar:
. are onployed to lead the tanks on to tarcets.

2ls It is rocoonended that further experinents and trainin-
be uniurtaken on this subject.

linor Tagtics (irulizg te Infatry),

22, It was found in these ojerations that the trainins of
sone of the junior leaders was not all that could be
desired, Particular mention is made of fire control,
especlally for fire and novenent or when providine
covaring fire In oprosed river crossings,

23. Good fire control by section and platoon commmnders is
essential and frequently it is not until the enomy is
actually cnzaged that sectlon and platoon comnanders
oxperience thoe difficulties of fire control when live
armunition i3 being uscd,




24,

Hediga) (applics to #11 units).

256

26,

27,

Gorpg Hendquarterg,

28,

29,

30.
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If futurc opxcrations are to be fousht in countiry
conparable to the Bast Coast of the HUON PENINSULa,
it w11l be found that ophosed river crossings in
jun-tle are nunerous, To cover such a crossing with
small arms fire from a flank requires a very hich
standard of nusXetry and fire control, It 1s
recormended that prarticular attention be paid to the
training and aractice of thosc and similar types of
assault,

The assaultiny troops in an attack of this nature
would benaflt 2lse by beccming accustoned to the sound
of rriendly fire from a flank,

Inadequate trazining in hyriene including nalarial
precautions anonz all ranks has been aigain demonstrated,
Tho cost s this lapse 13 at present incalculable,

It is recommeonded that:-

(a) Adequate hyriene and anti-rnialarial trainin: be
incorporated in the instruction of all ranks

(b) Promotion - proflency pay or trade gcroupin: shculd
require svidence of officient hyzlene and
nalarial discipline,

(c) All trainin: be carrled out as far as practicabla i
on the assunption that the arca is hizhly nalarious,. §

{(d) Adcquato hycienc and anti-malarial instruction be
an intczsral subject in the syllabus of all Amy
Schools,

Wnile sound general principgles nust always be the basis
of gll Australian Arny ledical Coerps training the
conditions of their application mey vary. It 1s
recormended that the instructors in all A4AMC Schools

be replaced after each campalzn by participants in
recont operations,

It was found during the last trainins neriod that the
Staff Dutics Section on HQ 2 Aust Corss was unable to e
pay suffleient attentlon to training. An unusual anount B
of worl vas required to re-organise, re-equip, and novae |
the formations under conmand, It is anticipa%ed that
thcipgsltion w11l be sinilar during the forthconing
period,

It is recommonded that for the Trainin- Period a special-ff
staff known as G Training be formed and that this :
consist of:-

(a) Onec Lt«Col
(b) One Maj
(c) One Capt

Since the attachmont of a GSO I (Ons) has been found a
necessary addition to the Corps Headquarters durlng
operations, it 1is recommended that this appointmen% be :
fillod for the training poriod also. This would release
the G80 I (Liatson) to concentrate on training. It is
suggested that the G Trainin: Section could then be
forned by:.
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(o) G50 I (Liaison)
(b) G5O II (Lisison)

(c) 630 II1 (Chenlcal Warfare)

£t (Applies tc Englnecrs

Qii
and

31. Divis' -al personnel were ruquired to drive and

austrsilan Anmy.Servlcc Corps

maintoln
(a) DUKUs
. () Diesel powered small craft

32, Speclialists from Engineccrs and Australian drmy Service
Corps were celled upon to do this, It is recommended
that a small number of drivers Motor Transport he
trained in the driving and maintenance of the above craft.

ach ooki - Tinned and drated Rations (Apolics
to alil units

313, Units have short drawrn tinned and dehydrated ratiens
partly owing to insufricient tralning in section cooking.
The opportunity should be taken during unit and sudb unit
exzreises to traln parsonnel in the nroper handling of
the above rations as distinet from the ficld operalional

ration.
Gare _of Ammunition (Apz2lies all units)
L 34. A conziderabls quantity of ammunition was rendered
: 4" unsoerviceable, Duo to damp charges many 'mis{ircs!

and 'shorts' were caused, Units must realise that

these defects arc cauged as much by neclipgent storage

as by the weather, ALl ranks should be given sufficient
instruntion in the proper methods of storage of
ammuniiton and pyrotechnics, to enable thom to presery.
these stoures in the field during operatlons.

i Disposal of Ve¢hiclgs (Applics to all units cquipped witl LT)

e 35. Great difticulty was oxperienced by higher formatlons

3 in tracing the disposal and transfer of vehlcles, This
resultad in a lack of precisc knowledge of the numbors
and locations of vehlcles adding to the difficulty of
replacenent and roplenishment, Particular difficulty
was cxpericneed when one formation took over vehicles
from another formation on relief. The nucessity for
maintaining and submitting accurate reccords of all

. tranafers, casualtics and vehicle states must be

o Improssed on all units. This must hecome a matter of
- rill so ingrained during training that {t Is5 autonatic
during operations,

ripp vhiclos (agnlics to all units cquipped with

36. The widespread habit of rumoving and jettisoning
fittings from vehleles ey, hoods, windscercen and scats
from Jecps, and tallboards from other vehicles resulted
in an unnecessary detertoration and reduced scrviceaodility
of many vehlcles. If these fittings arc considercd
unnecossary on some vahiecles they should be romoved under
unit dircction and the parts carefully stored or returnad
to RSD. This must be impressed on all units and thelr
dirvers durin% the training purlod, Carclessness during
trainin rasults in carelessness in operations,
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B. §choola.

1,

3

e

To enablo certain schools and courses to 5c¢ {ormed
oarly, tho followin; sugzestions are subnitted with tha
racornendation that they be rcady to function as soon
as the Divisions arc concentrated, There poscsible
theso should be sitod in or near the trainin: area

ta reduce travaliin: tine,

rtororo (Applics to Staff

0fficers, Tank, Artillery, Znzinecer, Infantry, 3oat
and Store Unit, Hedieal and Provost nersénncl
To 2eet thae hoavy deozand for insiructien in air photo
Internretation 48 s recomronded that a school be set
up near the training area, It is su--ested that the
school he ar-canised into vo winrs:-
(2) S»reclaliss Win: - To traln one offlcer and onc
X720 per batiallon as cpeclalists

{p) Unit Ofviccrs - To tiwzet the nore eacily

Hins satisficd rnewds of bvattzlion

3
and compeny ote corpanders,

- (Applics to 2ll units equined

The standard of drivin: in the early sta-zs of the
canpaizn was nit sood, rezultin: ir dacass to roads an’d
vehieles ar well as hiockin; narrow and inocortant tracks,
It is rccommended that g soeclial school be formed, and
that as many Jdrivers as 205sible be put throuch, The
course sur:ssted {53~

(a) Elencntary training, Therourch tralnin- in driving
oaintenance and road discirline.

(b) Advanced tralnins, Situated in wet bo-:y area
svthore jun~le tracks are available, 3y using
old wvnhicles zood trolning could hc odbtained
abt 11tils exponse, Instruction should concenirste
on tining, speed, gulck zear chancing, drivin
without braites, and inzistence on regular and
car2ful nzintinance,

Tralnins Hative Control (Annplies to.oll walts),

Il
-~

Due to the shortace of ANGAU personncl, infantry
batteallons are requlred fregquoently to —rovide »orsonnel
to assist in controllin: carrier lines, It is
recommended that 2 reserve of personnicl be tralned:-
(a) 7To sneal pldzin and Uslay,

(b)  To nanace native labour,

(¢} In dotails n=zcestary for loadin:, packin: and
carryin:s over lon; distances,

(d} Barter,
(e) Flrst &1d,

- iy »

The followins courses are reconmendedie

T e .
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(a) Advanced cn:incer CsRS and Coy SME (already
slannin; ror cormblned Cornanders, organised)
opcrations,

(b) Cperatfiones and ¥aint. Operators Mechanical
enance of Mach Plant frcm Fd Coys Equipnont

and Fd Pk Co:ipany
Coys
, (c) En-incer rocca and En~r Offrs Under
S report writing HCO0s and arranceners
' ’ prospective CRE
hCOs

(d) =stiration of plant, En;r Offrs Under
storces, labour and and NCOs arrancarents
tine for cn:linoer CR=.

Wor4s,

6. nalnon's se, {(apolies to artillory,
gngfnccrs anﬁ fn?anéry?

It {3 rocoumended that a central scheool be set up to
assist in trainin:; unit and rosimental si-naloen within
tho trainin: arca, On previous occasions bricades’
have nornally run their own courses, If & central
school werc instituted, run by Aust Corps of Siznals,
it is considerced that nore extensive training could be
undertaken and a uniforn method of operating cnsured,

SECTION 12, ORGARISATION OF JUNGLE DIVISION.

In the 1i-ht of recent expericnce a review of the
conposition and or;anisation of junzle formations has
already been submitted to NG FORCE, The roferencd
: to this review is Adv HQ 2 Aust Corps G/456/SD of 1
- Mar 444 G/504/SD of 18 Mar and G/456A/SD of 27 Mar.
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RAGE.
RECOEVLTISSAECH RePORT ARY CQ-0P.

LOCITIOK: APPARATION  UNIT: 4 TAC/R 57  SORTIE: Mo 2 (1 Tk Bn) i/C No-Type 446-121 Dates § Fob 4, -
: COBUEICATION TESTS ITH TANKS. .

GAICATION POIMT 1/25000 PILOT: F/L “ITATCHORN TIME UP 1600 VIS!EIL- WEQEEEB .
? o ' TIne 0w LE1S T
TOT-L 2 hrs 15 niins Falr Hazye
;ich ol ﬁef Benort - Interro.ation.
Lot 630729 Locntion was at adze of jun:le-using tJyndhan acrial. Air to -round very satisfactcry

up to 10 xilaes-excent vhen a/e vas blanketed by a hill whoan coruniention ceased
conpletely. e:. wthen afe uns In arce ref 623713 a/ce was then only ayorox 1 iifle fron
tank. Requeztoed a report on KALUZKG R as a test for future orkin- in oparntiosns. This
afforded pllot nractice in tank requiromoents,

&3LE 621724 Located in clear kunai country-usin- tenk 50 fe acerial, Conns quite as satisfactory
as with LOLU-stroncth 2 at 10 nls but quit: readable - a/c ca:c in at 4s at 10 :ils,
Roquested checit on ford in aren,

BLEER 606714 Using 4 section aerial-nobilc-orizinal location on open track on rid c¢. Durin. novesont
Jassed between junsle, Close in recejstion Ss-at ci-ht niles reecz-tion £-ded to about 1s.,
6 nls consider:d a workable distamce. Spoed of tan% nade no perccatibl> differaice
to recention, “thon a/c was in valley just S0UTH of SOMG recention fa2icd to 25«
hut still workable, On zainin- 15008 a/c then reccived at 4s. Request.d check on troo)
novzuent in arca-pileot zav: r::ort of nunbers and location.

CHARLIE 633719 Located on track fn thick i  “z-statisnary-usinz tank # scction nerial. Comns not rood
best reception was 2s unreadavle. 2 netting calls ;iven.
DOG TRACK Route slons track from SOUTH to NORTH-using four section acrial, ifc unable to locats

JOUCGA-KATIKA  for sone tinc-not obscrved until tank passced alon; track runninsg on ed-e of ard:ns,
Track was trrou;h dense juntle, First location :iven by tank as at 633715, Rcception
55 overhecad, 1 nile away and a/c low recention 4s. Hot effected by altitude
of a/c u» to 2000' (Effcctive radius 3-4 niles at which distance recostion was
readadble at 2s,

GEHYRAL Tast conslderced thoroughly satisfactory. It was observed thit when afc -ias heading to
or asay from zround station that reception faded. “Then a/c turned in cither dircetion
the acrial becarme directional and racestion inproved-nost noticable at fiva miles and
overe This reeeption was inclined to fade a little tovards 1800 hrs, Test was started
et 1400 as arran;ed but a fault develosed in afe wircloss- i/c chan_ed and tcsts
continued, (5:d) R J OTLOLT Fin3,

45 aust L1l Sco (!xC)
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Thiso on.u:iuign has clearly demonstrated that this
oquipment is woll capoblo of being used in jungle
warfare whore the support it has afforded has given
groat assintance and satisfaction to tho infantry,
Subject only to the limitation on movement impooed
by lack of oasy mecans of access ~ a limitation which
becomos lecs as Fiyld Gunnors obtain more exporicnce
in jungle warfare - this weapon has maintainod ite
roputation as a 7ield Picoc,

zm Eagk now

¥hilo tho two guns concernod had relatively little
aotion it ocan be stated that the guns porformed
aatisfaoctorily, A minor weaknoes in tho sccuring
arreggemonto on the collar stop of the recuyperator
cylindor wus found, but rootificd by AEME personnel,

LOpm Bofors
(a) platforms for junglo gonditions.

The ¥k I platform is considercd more suitable than
tho ik II becausag:-

(1) 1t is shorter and lightor and thereforeo takes
up lass spaco and is casier to handle when
loading into planes and barges; and

(11) It has greater olearance and uniform track
whioh ip a big advantago in moving ovor the
rough ¢racks oncountored,

The relative measurcmonts aro:~

. Mk 1 Me 11,
uwangth ovor all
(travelling posn) 20' & 21' 4
Waeight 5124 1ba 5432 1bs
Clearance 1! 53v 8.1/8"
Track L' 11v Front 3' 4"
Roar 4' 104" .

(b) Spare papts.

It 10 considered that tho holdings of spare parts
for YOmm Bofors nood rovision, Delay ococurrod in
the fulfilment of indonts for spare parts bacause
thoy woro not hold sufficiently far forward, It ia
rocommended that a stook of apare parts of a type
likgﬁy tokbe urgently requirod ba carried dby ¢rdnance
J.-‘iﬂ.-.( PU!‘ 0.
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(c) Amn - LO mm,

In viuvw of the amount of manhandling found to be
nocgssary to get amn to forward gun sites it is
auggestod that consilderation be givon to tho
practicability of having this amn made up in boxos
of 12 rounds inotcad of 2l rounds. 24 rounds boxed

woighs 165. ibsg,

ig Eqpt.

This subjcct 1o deslt with in more dotail in the pection
devoted to eignels but it is considored dosireble to
mention the following roforences to arty $icnal ogquipment
in particular, :

(a) lio 11 sot.

(1) Generally is unsuitable for use by OPC because
of ite low dogrec of portability, It isc a cix
man load with four additional men rcquired to
carry vparo hatteries,

(11) A much lighter sot which can be curried by one
man is urgontly required,

(b) Apparatus Ci No 3,

(1} Thio type ie not suitable for use in the prosent

thoatro of operations,

(11) One method of loying cable frequently used by
onc Regt was to pivot a mile drum on a spike
which hung vertically down from a long pole.
Tho pola was carricd by two men on their
8houlders,

(111) A roocl, carricd on o sapling stretchor or
frame with the onds of the frame harncescd to
the man, was another mothod somotimes used,

(iv) It is volieved that the proposed apparatus
CL No 6 for junglc conditions, with rocl and
wiro weighs 33 lba or more, This 16 carried
on the man and constitutos a heavy load, If
aagault wirc and not L3 cablc were used the
woight would be much less, It might thon be
guitable for OP sigs to use,

(o) Assault Cablg,

Amarican or Australian - provision of this typec of

cable, for usc by FOOs going with the forward Infantry

during tho cerly stages when the laying of tho
hoavior and more durablc D3 io impracticable, is
rocomiended, It is streoscd that the nssault cable

should be replaced as soon os tho tactical situntion
pormita,

-
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3E0TION 2, EHGINEZRS,
1, Bridge Equipment.

2.

(n})

(v)

(c)

(a)

Excopt on minor gaps, c¢quipment bridging is
incomparably fastur thon improvisced. '7ith
adequate provision of mochunical equipment 1t
can be got forweard to othorwise inacecnaible
placos,

Pontoon ong Janding Bays aro usnaful for cpan-.ing
the ship-to-shore gap whon landing craft beach
buyond fordable dopths., Tho same cquipment is
subsaquently valuable for bridging gaps up to

L2 foct,

To provide againat losacs, iibural spares ol
SBG and L.LB dogs, rollers and cradle pins are

rcquired.

A demand was folt in once operation for an
infantry aseault bridgce, of 100 rt span, to bu
launched from the near bank without peraonnel or
gquipmont on tho far bank. (In tho particular
casc, the river was in high flood, and could not
bo croasnoed until bridged; in addition the cnomy
held the far bank.) The best solution is
probably a light single girder, on tho gencral
Principles of the 383, stiffonced by SR bracing
in both the vertical and the horizontal plane,
and designod for cantilever launching,

Muchannical Equipment,

(a)

(v)

(¢)

Yechrnlcal cquipment irmensoly facilitates and
cxpodites oporations, Div #E thercof 1s only

a nuclous, AdQitional nllotment should be basecd

on carcful apprceiation of roquircments of the
aperation. Mochanical oquipmont should be taken
into the operation as varly ac possible. If theo
available shipping is insufricicnt to toke in ull
immodintely, the balance must be givon o high
priority in maintonance shipping.

Small tractors (D2) are reguired in Fd and Fd
Pk Coys- The balance, if conasiderable, should
bce provided by an ME Coy or dot under command,
rothor than by issue of items ex a pool. For
Divigional work, the most useful sizc of dozer
is D6, It can be taken most places a DYy can
(1ncl over bridges) and it turns out much more
work, A proportion of Dis 1la required;hovover—
ectual numbera bhased on the appreciation of tho
oporation. In somc cascs, thorc is scopo for
D7s and D8o but nomally these arc & corps,
rathor than a Divisional requirement. Alrbornc
oporations roquire an adcquate scalc of
mochanical equipment designod for air transpors
whole, to onable airficld construction otec to
be bogun irmodiantely on landing. The type of
Pleat carricd by U3 Engr Avn Bn is recommendod.

The provicion of a small Moch EZqpt Coy
pormanently on the O0OB of Div RAE, or the
addition of a Maoch Eqpt Pl to the Div Fd Pk
Coy hao boon suggestoed, The latter hno beon

raecomaended in our G/A456/9D of 1 Mar Lh.
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Moch oqpt in pubjoctod to cxiromoly hoavy duty-
capccially in active oporations, Rezular

acervicing and maintenance must not be nogloctced,
Mequate hcavy workshop faciliiics are csscential
within roach of the cquipment I it 135 to )
continuo to work cven - let alono work officiontly,

Vahislas,

(a)
(b)

(c)

Yinohcs arce desirable on all ¥T,

The L x4 3 ton truck is not cqual to tho
demands on it in hoavy going. Trancmission
failurca (broken exloes) arc too common, and
four driving wheelo aro insufficiont., Amcrican
2% ton 6 x 6 GUCo performod admirably., It io
recommended that thoy be nubstitutod for Aust
I x § trucks,

In an oporztion asupplicd by coustal and sca-
borne transport, RAE roquire an allotment of
oraft for movemont of anginocr siores nnd
equipment quickly from div maintenance arocs to
forward voaches as thoe edvanco progresses, in
the same way as NT servos on inland operatiocns,

gignnla,

(a)
(v)

(c)

Wircless scts No 11 are required at HQ RAE and
H} of Fd and Pd Pk Coya,

By roason of its wcight and bulk the No 11 ig
acarcely suitable in Pls, Tho No 108 Mark III
accma the beat answor there; it has given very
good seorvico,

The No 208 ia NOT rccommended for cngr use. Ite
range 1o too limitcd for normal Fd Coy diaporaion,'
it cannot bo used R/T,and it is prone to wander
o't fraquoncy,

SIGRALE.

1,

(v)

(e)

(a)

All units favour the American asssult cable but
eonsider single cable of the cquivalent
roaistr-ca would be better,

Australian aggault cable (cnamel) was found
ugoful with doep patrols but it is HOT quite
robust onough,

Cable, Electrie, D3, was found t0 bc mosat
suitable between Bde and Bas and within Fd Rogts.
It is suggeasted that cablc ho colomred graen,

Cablo, Elcctric, D8, twistcd, uged bynched was
Tound suitable for iong rung to Bdas and
roarvards of Diviaion,
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Fullerphoncs,

™oso proved catiroly reliable and gavo satiofoctory
001‘?100.

Zcluohonea,

TGlephone YD Mk V wan not suiteble due to internnl
hreakages in hand sct lesd, wiring and dempness causing
yrcat £9lling nwny in strongth of opooech duc to leckago,
Telephones Infaniry lio 1 wore found usclul, It is
thought that o sound powurcd phonu would bo wore suitable
It 15 constdered thes onu type of' phonc be standard
thronpzhout the AT, nancly the 3ritish "M typo which

() is antorproofl
{(b) viigho only 8 lus,
(c) Poosuooses magnuto cidling device amd bell,

Tcletyno,

Telotype it desirable betwecn Corpas and Army, nad, in
zoma cauce, to Divieicn,

Wircloos Roulvoent.

{a) SCR 536 and SCR 511 gnve good ascrvice and were
inveluable for intercommunication botwoon tinks
and infantry. Howcvor, 3CR 536 sctu developed
foults due to broakagoes of microphonus, il
picccos and switchos, SCR 511 gots were too
roughly handled duc to tho teoptntion to stab
the cponr rod into the ground. Tho prcsent
WaT proviaslion for SCR 536 oouts chould bo ample.

(b) wWircless gsuts No 108 ¥k III have given cxceellent
renults ulthough they have beon in une only n
short time., Engincer nnd Infantry units both
report very favourably, and preliminary reports
from urtillory indiczte thut thoso soto will
mect the requircnent of this arm Loy n man pack
cqulinont,

(c) ‘Vircless Scto Ko 46 - Inf Bns consider thousce ao
the idonl sct within Bng,

(a) wiroleso Scts ios 11 and 109 proved very rolisble,
but {roquoncy band of cach unsuitable for 24 hour
opcrntion, Tha transport of those noto ig n
major p--yblem when menhandling is nccesgnyy,
Soparation of transmitting and roceiving units
would increasc portability, Arty roguirec a
muich lighter sot for usc by OPOs which can be
carricd by onc man,

{(u) Wiroless cot No 22 have only been testod for a
short while, but first rcsults nrc more than
aatiasfactory.

(£) viircloess cuts Mo ATS/ARS gave good resulto,
but vomu form of PE(Q io desirnble,

{g) Viircless sct No 133 arce cntirely unsuitable for
Jungle oparutions,
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6. Pigeens.
Thuso worc found to be of groct vulug with long
range putrols,
e Suitchboard - 10 Zino UG,
Froved entircly unasuitable because of weight and
conscyuent Aifficulty of munhandling, It ic thought
thaut two 6 lina switchboamis lightly conatructed and
weturprootod would e moro gsuitable for Infontry
Brigundot,
8., pars, Corrying, }o 1.
It 1o considercd that thosce should be 1ightor and
thnt thoy aloe require a spindle nt right-angrlco
to the bar oo that cable cuan be laid along a narrow
track
ECRICH 4, INFANTRY.
1, gmall Arms,
(2) Pistols ,38" 8 & W,
Tho only dofuct found wan broakascs of main
springs and trig;cer aprings.,
(b) Rifles,
Defoots oxpurioncoed woro:-
(1) coppering of borus {duc to copper shenthed
emmunition)
(11) Splitting of woodwork duc to moisture,
(This nlao applicd to UGs, Bruns, nnd
Yickers)
(¢) Riflc Boys Tk A.
Thoe rubbor shoulder pads wero found to split,
2. Quepn guno,
Thio wenpon poerformed well with the axception of:-
(a) A few instancus of bulged barrels,
(v} Tendeney to rust quickly,
{c) Dutt oatcheo not always sccurc,
3. kiiQu,
Thaac werce of uxcellent value and no nlterctions
10 tho wecapons or their projectilce arc sugrgested,
he 3¥ Kortor,

{a) Thise provod a mogt offoctive closo support
woapon, Againat targots in closa cover, tho
bombe bursting at vithor treoc-top lovel or on
the ground, sucoossfully drove thi cnemy out
of his positions.
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Againat poscitions Aug in or ne¢ar open clecaringa,
and on cornl sholves and outcrova, tho 3" mortar
proved most efrfoctive,

(b) Experdonce indicates the nucessity for a delayed
action fuze for the 3 mortar and alco a ‘
li:hter bo.:b with greator rangc,

(c) The contitiner bomb 3" mortar io not waterpruof,
ennily dwanges and the 114ds arce incccurc.

(d) Tho 7% 1b bomdb 15 rvcommended ac 2 reguipement
in juagle operations, the proportion or 73 to
10 1b bombso bulng governcd by tho anturc of the
country, Thie rocormendaticn, topothur with
a report on tests carricd cut by 20 Aust Inf 3do,
vas trorwvurded under cover of our G/A3L/SD of
19 Pob L4,

grenndog,

(s)  gomoke,

Uou of 63 grenudes rrom BY riflcs is atill
connidercd a post voluableo adjunct in cloao
pupport Cipre, The oncry showed oextreme
digliku of our ugce of smoke and on nany
occasions use nf 63 grunades cnables ua to
attack with the bayonct,

(v) 364 Rife.

4 gec gronade uwsed us a rifle grensdo ao

found to bc particularly uwecful c:eept when
ocnemy's overhcad covoer 1o uxcoptionally donso,
A0 2 basic for provicion action the recommendced
proportion of § ooccond ond 7 sccond gronades

in ono box of L sccond grunadee with ;as chocks
and cartridses to cvery throc buxos of 7 scoond
gronades,  (Our signal 32319 of 1 lov 43 refurs)

Web Eoulprent,

Thu paek provides bottor balance thon the havourgack;
but 1t i disrficult to adninister in th:t it has tu
be discardud tozothor with meny nccesscery articles
that ape carried in it, vhen troops go into action.
Onc Bda sgwed pouchcs bngsie on the sides uf haversacks
to give the lattor more capacity; howvever some form
of pack which mny be divided or connoctcd as ono
membor could be designed Ao that, when action wnso
immincnt, onc half could be dumped nnd the other half
carrdcd with such articles as waterprouf shect,
meaulng gear ote,

It wne alce consldered that:-

() Hatecrinl should be lighter and 1 poasiblo
wiatoerproor,

(L) Putenors arc difficult to manipulatc when
coverud with oud,

Ground Shout,

(a) It 18 cansidercd ground sheots should be
lnrgor - ouggented one fcot widor and 18Y
longuer,

(b) Tho cape pattorn is not satisfactory owing to
unsuitnbility for usc ns rainproot shcltors,
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Uno Bde suggests that weight could be reduced with a
new ground sheet made of similar opr 1ittle heavier
materizl to the gas eapo about 8' square to enable “heo
man to nleol. on ono half and formm a sholter with the
renaindor,

8. bofects and suyggustlons for improvement oI miscellancous
oquipnont: -

(a) ‘Watches 3 - breakages in main springs nad
baluance wheel staffo.

(b} Lumpa, Electric No 1 - switches almost 1nvariably
taulty.

’ (c) Compassss - breaking dowa and fla%Xing of
luminous marko,

(a) Two nan tonts - require to be wataooroof,

(e) Eess Tinus - should be larger for cooking
nurpoges, and of lijshter construction,

(r) Poncils - ordinury type of pencil unsuitable
for vory wot conditions, owing to roadiness
with which it splits,

(g) Tape - ahould be lighter and parrowelr.

(h}) 1Intolligence equipment - all cquipment,
particularly box, should be lighter.

(1) Shovols 03 - tco heavy for infantry - sugiest
JAY type.

® 9. Clotains,

(=) 3oots should have big sprigs in soles and ,
iagtaps, uand hoe¢ls should be more firmly cttached., -

(b) Socks require pre-shrinking.

(e) Ueoquite Not - the issue type 1n unaatislactory
ogs it is too heavy, especlially whon set,

10. Projcetor Infantry Tunk Attack. (Our G/296/8D of
} Jan roiors .

The PITA has been teated by ell SBdes of G Aust Div
under conditions likely to bo eacountered in NEV7
GUINZA but not 1n actunl operations.

11“ (a) The woapon 1o not recommended asc sn issue to
s unito engaged in Jungle warfare against an

T . anomy not oquipped with APVs for the following
T reasons ;-

(1) Very few targets are hard enough to
explode the bomb,

(11) It is a tvo-man locd except for very
ahort distancos,

(111) concealmont would not be eagy, as the
noise of discharge is considerable, and
much movement by tho firer is nccosanary
to recock the projector.
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(b} It 1z recommonded:-

L

(1) That the projocter be 1saucd to units
oaly “men the encmy ig aboet to use, or
i usin , tuanko,

(1) Thnt the sccle of iagcuc be onc por
Cco:apany.

(1£4) That truining in the projector bo given
ut wuenpen troining schools, so that a
cudra of instructors can be developoed
in pach unit, In this way, moen could be
~ulckly trained in the uso of the
projoctor should it becomo necceosary to
ioave 1t,

(¢) The rollowlag sug-cotions are alse mado uy &
result ol trials:-

(1) A lonzer and larper strikor pin mizht
regult in less unexnloded bo..bti,

(11) 7Tho projecter is likely to bu wut out of
action by wot and dirt,

(111) Tho muzzle i mado of light metal and
could be ocasily damngod,

(iv) Tho mounting wculd be mcre stoble il it
gerc g Broen Type biped with shocu on the
of8.

Double Owen 3HG Hurazinoa.

Bxpciinantel oumples were teatcd but 1t is not
recommended that they be ndopted as it 15 considered
thnt tho wueight ot the londed magazine arr:inged

as in the sumples, desgroys tho valance of the s,
draging barrd)l dowm and to the lert.

at Pro Pattorn filled with Hoolk Bracs
[ ur G/24{/89) o Duc 43 retf'ors

Usur trinls wore carricd cut and it is reocommonded
:22: it replace the present issue ns it was found

(a)} Tho bayunot frug can be casily detached
from the uquiprnent,

(b} The hook prevents the bayonet frog from
sliding around the belt,

govors, Mapazing, 3kG Cellophang.,  {Our G/325/5D
of Jun raefcrs,

Aa u result of usor triala it has been found that:-

(r) The eovors would be useful for the protection
of mngazines agrinat sult spray during o soa
move in landing creft,
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16.

“l3le

(v) Thoy afford some protection against raln,
darp and dust in jungle conditions, but, duce
to the flimsy nature of the muterinlo, their
otr'fective lifc in considered to be very vhort,

For tho atove rcosons, it 1o not recommunded that
they be an igsue except to troops during sea veyase
in opun crart,

{ommocks {US Tyoc)

Por use by troope sufficieatly f'ar from FDLs

to perait safc uce would be u factor in lessuning
slicnensa, In our signul 3SDIC29 of 17 Mwmce we
roconended n neale of issuc orf 1 per man throu hout
the Division, or, if not practicable, 1 per man

lose thouso 1ia rear areams, or a total of 10,000 per
Division,

U3 Rockat Projcctor. {Our G/268/8D of 24 Dec 43 murlers)

This couiptwont wuo developed by ES8B snd converted
for land use, In genorid, it i8 not considercd
auitable ir its present form ac n closce support
vreapon in the jungle due to:-

() Weight and difficultivs of munhandling,
(L) Short ranju, difficulty of concoaling vouition,

{(c) Problen of transvorting the heavy amminition
rizht forwami,

(d)  Lerze bouten zone.

Novertheloas tho projector can be used to good
offect under ravourable conditions once its
capabilitios and limitntions are recognised,
Bottor aighting instrumonta, groater range and
aceuracy would permit of its widor use.

Ness Tinc (Cur G/410/SD ef 8 Fob 44 rofurs)

A3 o rooult o Tger Trials carried out with
quart-pot type and lightweisht rectangulap
tyi¢ mes: ting, it wus found that the 1i;:ht-
woight rectangular typo wan preferable for
genernal gervice conditions becausc:-

(a) It ig morec convenicnt in pack whero
innor spice can be uned to pack small
articles,

(b) It will boil) water more quickly and I1u more
. sultable for cooking food,

(c) It i6 more hygionic than quart-pot
type, which, bocause of its dopth,
iz difficult to keep clean.
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17. Yukon Pocks und Inrlatablg Lifebolts.

It was foult by rormations that theso werc un
oporational ruquircment and in ocur si;nnl $D286
we recommended tho follewing goncral resorve:-

Yukon Paoks - 1000 per Division
Inflatablo Lifobelte = 2500 por Divigion,

18,  Awonol 3last Bomd Mk I (Cur G/400/S8D of 6 Feb refors)

Tho bomb {8 fclt to bo n roquirement but the degrec
of urgoncy of rroducticn not irmodicte, It is

‘ mnveorpwndod that the scalo of isauc be as follows:-
Divisional huaps 2500 Corps Dumps 5000
SQTIG!: "Z. TANKS,
. 1,  lcapons - Matilda Tapks Kk IV (Our G/413/3D of 9
- Fob rofors) ' ‘
' {a) 2 PO Y,

(1) 7he armour has proved capable of

. withatanding 37 mm AP and 75 mn HY at
clone range.  ‘mother this armour is
capable ol Stopping chells frum the 75 mm
dual purpoac type 88 ~un, is nut cnown;
nor 16 it Xnoun whether there ic an AP shot’
or Al* HE shull fircd by this weupon
vhich wao used in a Tk A role at HSUNA,

(11) Hormally in the junglo, thc rorward part
of the tank only is cxposaed to cnuny
fire and any contompluted increace in
armour should be made in front,

(111) Tho front idler, the track edjusting
mochanisn, and tho track itself, have
vroved tho most vulnorable parts of the
LATILDA and tanks havo becen immobilisod
by hits from 37 mm AP on these parts.

. A modification for the protection of those
' points with armour plate is rocommended,
o but it should be removable, since fixed

armour plote in this pouition would
ducrcase tho vurticnl stop crossing
ability of tho tank,

(v)  Apmamont,
(1) low Volgef{ty Armunition,

It 16 considored that in thoe jungle thore
15 & dangor of overgunning thc iafantry
tonk, Thore 10 a considorable blowback

Trom the burst vl 3" Howitzer shells

i fircd at short rango, Clonec co-operation

- hetvcen infuntry and tanks end the neood
of infantry protcction for the tanks
raquiros that infantry move close to tho
tankae,
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(1) For thio rcason the sizc of tho wcapon

Contd  that con bo cmployed is limitcd and, to
avoid cuadualtics to our troops fronm
blowback, carc and sound trainipg both
of infantpy uand tank crows 4arc nececasary,
Expariocnce tends' to show that the culilre
of the 3" nowitzur is tho muximum for
tnnk vveapons in Junglo warfare. The 3¢
howitzer has provod fully c¢ffective
ugainot 8ll typus of Japanose bunkor &ad
its performmance would bo furthor
improved by thoe provision of aumyunition
with delay fuao, Further, a weapon of
noderate ocalibro enables ¢ groater numbep
of' rounds to bho carriod in the tank and
thio 18 a distinct advantage in Jungle
varfaro.,

(11) litgh volocity smunition,

This has shown no tondency to "blow back"
2 pr HZ has proved offcotivo againot
cnemy defences, but 6 pr firing HE HY :
armunition is thought to bo mcst suitable, -
Army tonks in tho J 1o should therefcre
bo armed gither with O pr or 3 inch
howitzer, ©For a troop of tanks moving
with the leading infantry coipany along

a junglo rail, two 6 pr tanks and onc 3
howitzer arce recommended,

{(111) 7.92 Beoa has performed uxccellantly.
Two such 4Ge per tank are desiranble, ono
mounted in the turrut, and ono oporatod
by thc driver for thc ongagement of clese
epportunity targota.

(1v) AA wtcupono should not bo poermanently
mountcd on the turmot.  Thoy arc scldom
required, and arce liable to be damagud
by overhanging trees and cencmy fire,

One Bron carriced insido the tank is
sufficicent, and it is also unaeful for
inclusion in infantry porimctors at
night.

(v) Tvo 08MGa, onc smoke 2" Bomb Throwor,
and six gronades should be carriad,

(vi) In nddition, a Yorey pistol is oscuntial
for intercommunication purposos,

!1ggon.

All round vision is an indisponsable rcquirgment,
A porlacope with 360 degrees £icld vision could.
be installed in all tanks, The poriscope should

bo kopt as closo to the crow commandor's cupola
as posoible,

1) in ernl,

Optimum reoquirements in design, apart from those

- already mentionecd aro:-

(1) Z%gg&g - phould bo desipmed to raduce
sido-slip, which has boon onc of the
chief difficulties in moving tanks during
thia ocampaign,
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(11) rack uster should be fitted with
raulic shock abgorber, for caso of
ndjustnent.,

(111) sfinch - ut leact onc tunk per 8qn Citted
with hoavy powur winch on thu rear to
nnaiat in uwnditching other tunka,

{(iv) Diesel Eacine is much preferrcd to petrol
ungine., The ignition syotem of tho
lattur i3 affccted by humid eonditions,
and the dungur of fire 1o lucs with a
divsel enginu,

(v) Tranamission « six ferward gears, onc
1overac, 16 desirable, Reverso and
vmergency low should bg of same ratios

(vi) §Stoering: -system which allowe a ninimug
turning circle ic required for negotintion
of Jungle pads and sharp bonds on
mountain trucks, and for moving amonyy tho
lurge trcos of n troplical pain forcut
A comblnuatlon of tho controllud :
differuntial aystem and brake-and-clutch
system io oupgested,

gpeed of Ouncration,

Because of tho ncceegity for forward ground recce and
for infuntry vrotection of thu tanks, 1t is conildered
that tanks will rarcly onrocode the infantry in Jjunglo
oporntiona, and thut the rato of infantry advance will
detormino the progrcus of the tunks., On the othor
hand, the tanks regquire a resorvo of apeoad over the
infantry, to cnable them to catch up when delayed by
obataclus, and to move as roquired to suprort

infantry attacks, A opced of 12-15 mph ia
conogldurcd sutficiont,

Yontilation and Crow_Comfort generally

(a} 1In recent cperntions tank crews have fought
with tanks clocud down for as long as 7 hours
and 1t was not considcred that their officlency
was greatly decervased, It is constdercd that
rfatigue 1o not duo meroly to insufficicnt
vaentilation but largely rosults from crampoed
spnce and the mental and vhysical oefford
required to Cight the vohicle, Normally, tanks
have been loft open ull night to allow the cool
uir to circulate and closed down all day under
shndo as far aa possiblo, and this has helped
to Keep tho intorior cool.

(b) The provision of two fans insido the tank - onc
to circulante, the othar to draw out worm air
and fumos - hat boon moot successtul,

(¢} Humidity 1o tho saliont fact in NEY QGUINZA
cilimnte, decaune of the high moisture contont
in tho atmosphoro, the heat of the sun's ruys
arc often lups intense than in areas further
gouth, and it 1o beliovod that tho tomporaturc
insido o tank i normally lower in the tropice
than in many more temperate climatoec,



(a)

(¢)

{u)

(b)

Wt limitations in recnuct to
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Alr-conditioning plant with crow's harncss
tovted by 1 Aust Tk Hn at XORO3ZE was offcctive
in keoping tho mon cool, but having to mount
ths refrigorator outside the tank wac a
seprloun disndvuntupo,

L ils conuldered that cvery ef'fort nnd
oexpuriment to incrcasc the comfort of the crow
isg worth wiilo, Alr—-conditioning in not
fuxlinpensablae, but 1t is dcsirablo, provided
the dovice i3 mounted inaide the tank and dousn
a0t hamper the crow's movemonta,

rovnid ourface,

Ground Pre¢usure,

(1) The sround pressuru of the MATIZDA
tank {(18-20 ibs por aq inch) hus provud
& liniting fnctor in the number o tnnks
which can be pagued over a aniretch of
track; and us the golng in N3 GUINTA
i normailly hoavy, it has aleo rosulted
at times in the tanks becoming
uwnoxnectedly bopgud,

(11) Cwing to the prevalence of aoft tracks
and omrslhy pround in NEJ GUINEA, an
idual proind pressure would be ohout the
aamw as o BG bull-dozuer {6 lbs per og
inch)

Overall ‘icicht,

The guestion of the maxiimea desirable weizht
of' a tank for use in Jjungle operaniions io
probvalily the most difficult of u1l, and hus
govirral aspcete: -

(1} 3ridging - tho presont stindand bridging
(Claars 24) can tuko thc ATIZDA,

(11) HRceovery - MATILDA tanks have sonotimes
bucome 1immobdlicud on stucp slippory
ulopes, or bogged in huavy going; and in
such cases D6 bulldozurs vroved iavaluable
in towing thom through the obstacle. A
darmiged tank can frequently bo towed
bnek by another tank, but again the D6
i3 far more capnble of thc tasi:,

(111) Sus Transport in Small Crart - LCHs aru
capnble of carrying a HATILDA, though
it overloads the croft and may bo
dangorous in rougsh weather,

De Sugiustod Hoditications to Hatilda Tanku Bk IV and V

(a)

(0)

Compas:; £ittings be anltored to be similar to
thone in CHURCHILY, tnnks 6o that oo can be
mado tor additional ammunltion racko,

Jnter-tin brackets should be used, some for
wntor and somu for spure oil, und be covored
with 36 mm armour; and, oo that all othor
containcrs on tho %anks exterior can bo roemovoed
bofore buttlo, thoy should be made roadily
removablo,



{c)

(a)

SECTION 6,
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“irelerg acrinls be of "Cat Whiokor" type to
reduco 1liklihood eof damago by onemy fire, Such
Qamage has been suffered pany timero,

A removable brackoet bu fitted on top of tho
rear louvrus to carpry eruwa goar, cxtra
tarpaulings and kit when on the move, not in
battloe,

TRANSPORT.

1,

Porformunce of EZach Type of Vehiclo in Junglo

(n)
(v)

C)
(a)

(c)

(1)

(&)

(h)

(1)

(3)

Sourationg, {Qur 6/426/5h of 17 Pob rofors)

Motor Cyclus, Caprs DS nrnd Cars Rocco were not
employed {n tho theatre of oporutiocns,

All vohicle tynpcs mounted on trucks 15 cwt
4 x i nnd trucks 3 ton 4 x 4 ¥D ol .wois, woro
found unsuitablo for junglu cperations, prior
to devuelopmont of tracks Of stundard width,

Joops wve glvoen invaluable ucfvicc.

Trailurs 2 whocled jeep and trailers 2 whecled
% ton Willys have boen in constant uze., The
former is preferpcd for ammunition, the lattor

for supplico of n guncral naturc.

Trailors 2 whoelud G5 Aust have beon guccessfully
used as r'icld artillery ammunition carriors

whon towoed by tracked tractors but are

uncuitable for use with jucps duc to the initinl
weight and lurgo lond cuapacity vhich cncourages
ovorlouding - besides which they do not track
with qupa .

US pattern 2% ton & x 6 GMC trucks huve proved
thi¢ moot satisfactory load carrlera and have
becn used extennivoly as prime movers, Subject
to track wiidth, this vohicle can be uscd in any
terrain pussuble to a jeep with trailer,

“men they could be uved smbuluances 3 ton 4 bhoerth
proved most ureful; but thoy arc subjcet to the
limitsations of the 3 ton 4 x 4 chassis, Pitted
to n more officiont chuogis they would be
invalunble in junglc operntions.

Jocp ambulancus huave proved thoir oxceptional
worth., Shortly beforc ccomacncoment of
oporations, racks allowing four strotcher

casod por jeop were fittod, Thuy proved
succocaful, It is rocommended that theoo racks
be £itted to all medicul jeeps,

Lorrios 3 ton Breakdown (Aust) No 3 have beon
of little valuo and arc not rocommonded for
uoo in forward arouan,

Vehiclos Breakdown Diemond T have given
excollont servico in nll typee of broeakdovn and
rocovery work

-
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During thc eperations, very few US pattorn

15 cwt weapon carricrs have boon usced, but thosa
havo given a porformance nt least cqual to the
Jeep oxcopt in loose sand, in which they are
relutively inforior owlng to the poorer weight/
~oad surfacc contuct ratio,

Traxotors tracked hnve been succensfully uscd ns
rteld nand niedium artillery troctors nnd for
renvy nanlzge of a gencral naturc over oad
terruin,

Trucks 3 ton wutor, 400 gallong, nave buun
practicully uscless for thoe followiny reasonsi-

(1) the limitution of thu 3 tunh x Iy
WD chucosis,

(11) thu constant railure of the thnk wutur
JTIP,

Trallera 2 whoceled watur 150 pallons heve
Jlven conntint poed usce, but thely wolpht of
15530 1Ly i excessive for o jecon,

Juu to caccsiive welrht itnvelvoed, the jecp is not
a nmatlefretory prime mover for the 2 pr Th A pun

DURWe have veen in constant usc but NOT in heuvy
sgau, At Yimes they huive beun indispensable but
conatant maintenunce is essentinl,

?[gus of Vohiclis uand lodifiention rocourmcndud forp
nclugion in Junsla Divicion.

It iv rccommended thnt:-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(a)
(¢)

(r)
(g)

soator qrelon, enr8 DS and cHry .ece Lo
ronlaced by Jeops,

Trucks 14 ewt bo replaced by jeeps nnd trallers
or vy voilelos similinr to the U3 1% out weanon
corrlop with good road traction, high clecarance,
los cuntreg o gruvity good powcr woight ratio,
nneelal low trection gesring, and robust
trinsmisalon syctoem,

Trucks 2% ton 6 x 6 GMC be adopted in licu of
trucks 4 x L) 8 as the standard velilele for all
hiaulage purpesoes,

Povter winchoz bou Citted to every vehicle lapgor
than o jecn,

All vohicles be fltted with towins hooks, front
a8 well na rear, and bo equipped writh vhoel
chains and tow ropcs,

All broakdown and rccovery vehiclos be replaced
by the breakdown, Dinmond T.

5 of field artillcry tractors be tracked
trictors DY} or cquivalent, half tho nymber of
tracked trnctors to bo fitted with Llcdos for
track and gun position clearancce - in addition,
tho towing hooks be raised to allow suf'ficiont
gun=-apzdo ground clearance,



Je

-128-

(h) Jeups be relaferced ut the front bumper bar
end the roar of the body to allow of' towing strain,
also to be fltted with a hund operated cmorgoncy
orako of ths floor luver type rather than tho
dnshboard c¢cable typo which .oz proved unroliable,

2ffect of PifTerunt Types of Vehicles on Junzle Roads,

The jcep, 19 cwt woapon carricr, ond the 2% ton GMC do
lese danage te roads and tracks in wet weather, and
over zol't solag,tnan any other wheoled vehicle, Thiao
metier v of grmeat importonce because during operations
it s impoanidle o butld heavy duty roads, and it
neeecs corily tellove tiant divisional trinzrort must b
cupuble of opurnting without trnem,
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APPENDIX "A""TO
2_AUST_CQRPS_REPORT O OPERATIONS
MO3T SZCIST
CQFY IO

No, 2 29 0CT 43

,‘-n . I.
1. 2 Aust Corps area will be that area to the north of
all inclusive BILLSTICKIXNG - =XCHEQUER - JARGON area.
2. 2 Auzst Corps i{s responsible for operational control
only of % and 1l Div. This control in rezpect of 11
Aust Div will pass to NGF when HQ 2 Aust Corzs mover
from this arza,

i ’{:E:‘)j"? TQI[ .

3. 2
(a)
(b)
(c)

HZTHOD.

? Aust Div

‘vq ! Tasxgz-
(a)
(b)
(c)

5. (a)
(b)
{c)

6.

5 will:a
Clear the cnemy forces from the DILIINISH arca,

stablish control of the Bast coast of JILLSTICKEIC.

The protection of DININISH including the arca
in which airfields are being established,

Conduct offensive operations to clear the
gneny rorces from the DIMINISE arca,

Bstablish control of the East coast of
JILLSTICKING to and inel thke villa-e 92 alr
miles W of DIMINISH,

Operations to effect 4{(c) will NOT be initiated
until 9 Aust Div has concentrated sufficient
force for the security of DIMINISH agalnst
possible surprise attack,

To assist, the following units will be moved
to DIMINIéH as early as possible and coie under
comd 9 Aust Div on arrival:-

2/6 Aust Fd Regt less one bty
L1 Aust Tk A Dty

Hg 4 Aust Inf{ Bde Sig Sec
29/46 Aust Inf Bn

37/52 Aust Inf Bn

4 Aust Fd Amb

22 Aust Inf Bn will remain under comd 9 Aust
Div.

Oparations to effect para 4(c) will be so conducted

as to avold commitment of amphibious forces beyond
those of ESH under comd,
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thosc of ESB under cond,

7 Bxploitation beyond the viliage %2 alr =miles N& of
DIMINISH will NOT be undertaken without reference to
HQ 2 Aust Corps,

&, 2/7 Aust Fd Coy will reanin under comd 5 Aust Div until
reliaved, and cnovazment can be arranged,

'y

(a) To prevent ecnemy nenctration into ZXCHANGE
froz ZQUILIBRIUM 2rTea,

(b) Protcct airfislds in the EXCHEQUZR - LiYMaH
arca,

10, No units additional to those now at disposal 7 sust Div
will be moved Iinto the present div area except:-

6 Aust MG Bn for protection GUSAP airfields.
Dets still in the PORAT MORES3Y arca to conplete
foriard units.

11, Unless the situation warrants otherwise, the force
disposed for the imnzediate protection 0} the approaches
should NOT e¢xcead one inf bde gp. Inf Bdes should be
rosted and refitted in turn in the div area,

12, Operations in advance of present locations will be
restricted to patrol activities except for ops which
may be requircd to offect ninor adjustnents on the div

front,

13, 2/7 Aust Cav (Comnando) Sqn will be relieved as early
as possible and withdrawm to NADZAB for noverent to
PORT MORESHY.

) - p * _f.

14, (a) Bctgggu 5 Must Div and 9 Aust Div, incl 5 Aust Div
- MONGI R,

(b) Betwaen 5 Aust Div and 7 Aust Div, incl ¥ Aust Div
- ZRAP R,

15, (a) The following RADAR installations are installed, or
proposed when the dispositions of ground troops

pernita:~

5 Aust Div area -
NADZAB, HOPOI, SALALIAUA

7 Aust Div arca -
BENA, GiROKA, DUMPU, GURUF, BUNDI

9 Aust Div arca -
T MI IS, FINSCHHAFEN.



-
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(b) Formations in whosc area these stations are will
be responsible for their protection, Such
protection will be afforded either by the normal
dispositions of the ground forces or, whore the
situation is isolated, and lincs of cnemy approach
not otherwise secured, by a dctachzent of a ninimum
strongth of one pl %o cach station,

ACKNOWLEDGE., (Sigred) H, Wells Brig,
G5 2 At .Corps,

Time of Signature__}43%__ hrs.

PR AT g s 1y s =
ERIT SRS, AT WO R s
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APPENDIX "B" T0 .
2 AUST CORPS REPORT ON OPERATIONS,
MOST SECRET,

Cony Mo,

2 AUST GORPS OVERATION ORDER HNo.3 30 D.eg 43,

. INFORMATION ,

1, ALAMO PORCE iu to carry out an hibious operation
against MICHAELMAS with an initial forco of ono
Ragimontal Combat Team on 2 Jan 44.

24 7 Aust Div 13 to contain hostilo forcos in tho BOGADIIM
- RAMU nrea by vigorous action of fighting patrola
againat cnemy posts; major forcos aro not boing
committod,

METHOD ,

3. Tho aroa of responsibllity of 2 Auat Corps will bo
HUON PEHINSULA and MARKHAM RIVER valley to inclusive
ERAP RIVER,

4. Intordivisiondl Boundary will be HONGI RIVER Inclusive
to 5 Aust Div.

@ ROLE OF 9 AUST DIV,
9¢ O Aust Div will be rosponalblo for

(a) Active palrolling to provont onemy infiltration
into its aroa.

(b) Exploitation along the coast; major forcos will
not bo committoed,

6« In compliance with para 5, 9 Aust Div will not oxceed
the following commit tments,

(a) Onu Bde Gp for oxploitation.

(bg One Bdo Gp to socure the beachhoad and L of C,

(e} 4 Aust Inf Bdo will not be moved from its gonoral
aron .

T Operations will be conductod sc as not to require
s amphiblous forcos beyond those of 532 Boat and Shora
. . Rogimont 2 ESB alrecady allotted to 9 Auat Div,

8. Evory opportunity will be takon to locate units .a far
a3 practicable in healthy areas with a view to °
proderving thoir strength for futuro operations,

COoMs

RE 8, C50 NGF in arranging a wiroleas Eﬁggp for commnicationc
L 7 Aust Div - 9 Aust Div - MIGHAE to open on 2 Jon 44.°

10, 2 Augt Corpa Operation Ordor ¥o,2 1s cnncollodo
ACKUGHLEDGE , , Signod C H FINLAY Lt=Col

for Bri
Signod at 2035 hours, GS.2 Aust Corpg:
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AFFEIDIX C

o AU3T CORTS REFONT O OPDRATIONS
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