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AP . . 7 SECRET
‘ -2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT No 75

(Information from 2000L/22 Dec to 200QL/23 Dec L3)

- : QPERATIONS
1. AIR = OWH . i
; (ai HUON PENINSULA, Twenty-four Bostons carried out a bombing
and straffing mission on barge hide-cuts at NAMBARIWA, 10 tona
of bombs were dropped in tapget areas and many straffing passes
made, Three barszes were reported destrcyed-and three- damaged
by straffing, ) '
(b) ALEXISHAFEN, Twelve Hitchells and nine Marauders hombed
drspersal areas and dumps, All bombs vere seen to fall in
the target areas cansing fires and probably Gestroying two or
" three grcunded aircraft, 341 -tons of bombs were droppeds
. (c¢) CAPE GLOUCESTER. Sixty-one Liverators bombdd targeis in
CAPE GLOUCESTER area, 155 tons of bombs were dropped, the
majority of which fell in tae tarset areas. Some small fires
were the only results observed, .
- gix Airaccbras in a barge swesp on the SW coast of NEW
‘ DRITAIN destroyed two Type A bparges,
(d) WEWAK. Tweaty-one Mitchélls bombed strips and towiship at
- WEWAK, 412 tons of bombs were dropped and neavy black smoke ob=-
scured the area, OQur fignters intercepted 9 %o 11 enenmy
fighters over BORAM and destroyed one enewy aireraft without
loss to themselves.

2, SEA -~ OWN )

. (a) REISS POINT, On nizhi 22/23 Dec the PT boaie sank two
Type A and two Type B varses off REISS POINT, In acdition
two Type A barges were destrcyed as they made the bzach atb
this Point, ALl barges were moving on a northerly course

empty,.

(?? gﬁHARnHQRST POINT. Cff SCHARNHORST POINT ithe PT boats also
sank one Type A barge and dawmaged thres Type A barges, which
were movinz South loaded, Qur craft were subjecied to heavy
fire from the shore, While the PT boats were in this vic@nity
signals were sighted passing from the cozst to TUAM Islands,

g :iI'- 3. LAND — OWN ARD By

AUST DIV
(ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile sedes),

It now seems certain that the eneny activity which Tlared
up from 8 to 13 Dec and has since gradually died down was
nothing mare than a reconnaissance in Torce and that the enemy
has withdrawn from the advanced pozitions which he reached
*‘between the KESAWAL area and EVAPIA R,

On 22 Dec in 25 Bde sector a patrol Tfrom 3 Coy PIB reached
182697 without mesting any enemy, Otherwise there has been
some regrouping only, Bde HQ is -located at 610567, and 2/25
Bn at 598590 with one company at 54562h, At last light 2/33
'Bn occupied th: area 621573 with companies at 630585 and
C 621586, and 2/31 Bn was at 590597 with one company at 568624
o and one platcon covering the area 592603 to 60459L4, with stand-
- ingspatrols at 599603 and 602595, 2/6 Gav (Comuando) Sqn was
at 619636,

In 241 Bde sector our grtillery harassed the eneny-during

the day,.

Tac R along the BOGADJIM Road on 22 Dec shows that no
attempt has been made to rebuild tne bridges washed away
by recent Tloods, but that the landslides over the road near
HMANZANRAT (56L4818) have been cleared, There were signs of
foot traffic along tie road and some MT tracks were observed
between MABELUSU %57&8&9) and HANZAWRAT,

]




SECTT
"PART I (Contd)
3. LAND - OWN AND ENEMY (Contd)

AUST DIV )
. (ref maps MASAWENG R WEST and PORTIFICATION POINT 4/25000),

On 22 Dec 20 Aust Inf Bde advanced more than 2000 yds )
beyond HUBIKA, 2/13 Dn again led and the coastal colwm after
crossing deep and nearly perpendicular ravines at 554862 end. .
550866 reached and occupied the high spur at 5495666 without

- opposition, These ravines mszke the track impassable to
vehicles without considerable engineering work and jeep head
is st%ill at HUBIKA, Between these obstacles, however, the
route is fair going, Meanwhile the inlané columm moved for-

- -ward over very difficult country about 1000 yards S5¥ of the

. track and saw no movemen®, At last light the baltalion was
disposed as follows: Bn Ef; 550865, A Coy 551862, B Coy {rom
549866 to 56366, and C and D Coys from 543850 to 546856,

2/45 Bn moved up behind 2/43 Bn, Its dispositions were:

_Bn- HQ at 557354, A Coy at 556857, B Coy at 555851, C Coy at
56381y, and D Coy at 557860, There was no change in the
dispositions of 2/17 ©n.

Further south in 4 Bde sector a patrol from 37/52 Bn
through the general area 5652 saw no moverent, A patrol fram . .
C Coy along the north bank of MASAENG R to 5uU4310 did not :
contact the enemy, PIS patrols south of MASAWENG R from

+ 572804 to ATMALAO and then to 515763 and 534807 also made no
contact,

- 2y Aust Inf 3¢e took over the defence of the GUSIKA,
WAREO .and LANGEMAK BAY areas, Dispositions of 2/28 Bn werel
Bn‘HQ 553718, A Coy 5u4B717, B Coy on the 2200 Tfeature in the

" area 5672, G Coy 555721, and D Coy from BAZULUO to 555726 and
555728, A Coy 2/32 bnm moved to SATELGERG and the 3200 feature
in 5366, 2/13 Bn was in brigade reserve with A& Coy at
618681, B Coy 621675. Dispositions of the remainder of the
battalion were unchanged.

- HQ 26 Aust Inf Bde, 2/23 Bn less B Coy and 2/2 Bn Jess A
and B Coys were concentrated near GUSIRKA, I Coy 2/23 Bn was
at WAREO with A and B Coys 2/24 Bn occupying the 2200 feature

‘at 577k, 2/l8 Bn bivouacked south of KATIKA-village,

. Tzc R reporis state thal no further development of the
enemy positions at WANDOKAI are apparent, . i
" "The nicht 22/23 Dec was uneventful and tiere is nothing
to0 repori, : .

ned at 234 5 hrs, : ﬂ '
_Signed at 234 _ M‘%ﬂ
GS

B S A I ”..‘: Cer
N
{
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(Information from 2000L/28 Dec to 2000L/22 Dec L3)

OPERAT I OIS

LAND — OV AND ENEMY:

AUST DIV _

= ~ (vef maps FORTIFICATION POIUT and MASAWENG R VEST 1/25,000)
After only a day's pause for consolidation and regrouping

the advance up the coast has been resuned and HUBIXKA (562848)

has been captured, -

: On 21 Dec 20 Aust Inf Hde passed through I Aust Inf Bde

and pushed forward rgpidly, 13 Bn led in two colwms:

A and B Coys withAMG platoon on the right along the comparatively

easy going of the coastal track, C and D Goys on the left over

the steep and difficult country of the lower slopes of FORTIFICATION

HILL ., Little opposition was met: two cnemy were killed in a

.10 Tt deep gorge at 569847 and a tree-top sniper near HUDIKA

\was shot down, By 16L0 hrs our troops had reached HUBIKA and

occupied the village, The tanks kept well up behind the forward

Minfantry and at last 1light 10 tanks were in the outskirts of

HUBIKA, but it is reported that tre r:vine just west of the

village is at present impassable to jceps or tanks, B Coy

‘however pushed across and established itself on the west bank,

tL0 to 50 dead Japs were fouhd in the creek bed at 5618h8,

“having apparently been killed by our ertillery fire, and one

"PW was captured. At last 1ight the dispositions of 2/13 Bn

were as folliows: Dn HQ 563848, A Coy 552848, 5 Coy 5608L9,

C Coy 563842, D Coy 566841, 2/15 Bn also moved wp during the

day and at last light was disposed as follows: Bn HQ 57

A Coy 573848, B Coy 579838, C Coy 5750646, D Toy 574843, wit

two platoons/2/2 MG Bn also in the arca, 2/17 Bn moved forward
To the MASAWENG R esrea and its dispositions at last light were:
Bn HQ 58580l4, A Coy 586802, B Coy 584803, C Coy 588790,

D Goy 583805, Tactical HQ 20 Aust Inf Bde vas establishéd at
587802, In I Bde area a patrol fram 37/52 Bn killed one
enemy at 547607 and captured a quantiiy of enemy equipment,

A total of 9 fresh graves were found at 547810 and 543810

ireSEectively. B Coy 37/52 Bn movad to higher ground at

23 and the deteched platoon of C Coy rejoined the acmpany
at 5604809,

There was some reorganisation in 2l Bde area, A Coy
2/30 Bn moved to SATELEERG and B Coy less one platoon
to 610718 with one platoon at 616721, . :

In 26 Bde sector, 2/l Cav (Commandc) Sun collected 200
natives including children in the area 5178 and 5278, They
were taken to WAREQ, Natives report that the enemy left SANGA R
area on 18 Dec, 2/26 Bn relieved 2/25 Bn in the WWAREQ-BAZULUQ areas -

{ AUST DIV .

tref maps 1 inch to 4 mile .series), _

A patrol from 2/2 Pnr Bn found an enemy position, strength
estimated at one piatoon, at 675660. A patrol from 2/25 Bn
foun£ an enemy position at 527743, B Coy PIB moved %o
532e2, : . -

2, SEA - O

g

On night 21/22 Dec the PT boats sank two loaded enemy
barges moving south at a point one mile socuth of WALINGAL.
The PT boats also attacked three 120 £t barges 6 miles SE of
SAKAR ISLAIIE, These barges were heavily armed and armours
lated, Shore batteries in the vielrity of DORF POINT

5 miles S¥ of CAPE GLOUCESTER~ opez.d fire on our craft at a
distance of 10,000 yards, One enemy aireraft also attacked
the PT boats. .

-



3¢ AIR = OWN (23 Dec)

5.

6.

(&) HOON PENINSULA

Twelve Bostons and eight Marauders bombed and strafed targets
between HUBIKA and WANTLOXAT in support of 9 Aust Div, Targets
were well covered by bomb bursts and strafing and several explosions
were seen, 14 tons of bombs were dropped,

(b) CAPE G%.OUGESTER AREA. (ref map WESTERN NEW DRITAIN 4 miles to
1 inech;,

Seventy-eight Liberators, thirty-five Dostons and ten Mitchells
bombed and strafed thirteen separate targets in the CGAPE GLOUCESTER
area, 254 tons of bombs were dropped, Resulits generally were not
observed, '

During night -21/22 Dee continued harassing raids over this area
were made by Liberators, A total of 80 100 1b bombs was dropped
at intervals throughout the night,

Twelve Dostons accurately bombed and strafed enemy occupied
areas neer SILIMATI POIRT (XM7L492), dropring U tons of bombSe

3ix Alracobras in a barge sweep from BORGEN BAY to REIN BAY
strafed buildings and barges, Two barges were left burning and
one damaged, |
{c) INTERCEPTION, Four Sauadrons of Lightnings escorting our
bombers 1n avtacks on WEWAK and BORAM were intercepted by a strong
force of enemy Tfighters., In the ensuing ensagements sixteen eneny
fighters were shot down. Our losses were three Lightnings destroyg
and five damaged,

PART 1T

ENEMY DEFENCES: (ref maps MASAWENG R %EST and ELUCHER POINT 1/25,000)
(a) Tac/R reports of 21 Dec state that the entire WANDOKAI area
appears to be strongly defended, and that there are hastily

prepared positions on the western banks of all creek crossinzs between
HUBIKA and WANDOEKAT, In particular there are eight small posts
astride the coastal track about 5586, four more about 5287 and 5387
ard- a bunker with some diggings at 517880 in the eastern outskirts

of WANDOKAL, It 1s also stated that there is much track activity
with some defensive positions on the kunai terraces in the area,

(b) There appears to be little activity around SIALUM, but Tac/R

of 20 Dec reporis newly constructed bunkers and field works (possibly
for beach defence) at XKANSARUA (474961) and on the shore 1000 yards
to north as well as newly established ammmnition and supply dumps

in this area, :

Comment, Enemy instructions have recently laid emphhsis on the
preparation of dummy defences and the use of deception, It seems
possible therefore that some of the field works seen may prove to
be dummy positions, '
EITEMY 00B

A PV captured at HUBIKA on 21 Dec belonged to 2 Coy 79 Regte
He stated that on 16 Dec, the strength of his Company was L0,
He added that I Bn was ordered to concentrate at WANDOKI, following
the route LAKONA -~ HUBIKA and thence inland, II and III Bns
viere to follow but did not pass through IWUBIKA, 80 Regt passed
through BUBIKA northward on the coastal track, PV believed a stand
would be made at WANDOKAI,

Comment, This PW provides further evidence of the move to the

coast of 80 Regt after its defeat in the inland sector north

or VYAREO,

The suggested stand al WANDOKAI is considered likely in view
of the suitability of the terrain, The defile at 519881 is
particularly narrow and the steep sided ridge running intand to
the south offers facilities for defence, The Tac/R reports in
para li above also suprnort this possibility,

ENEMY CD: BOGADJIM-SAIDOR,

A Jap PW of 80 Regt, captured near BONGA at the end of Sep
443, has stated that in July there were four batteries each
consisting of seven or eight guns disposed along the coast hetween
BOGADJIM and SAIDOR, The gun crews werc stated o be SHLP members,
PW was uncertain whether the guns were naval or army typek b1_1t
from his description they would probably be the 12 cm guns with
which it is knowvn SHLPs have sometimes been equipped, Little is
known of this gun which is probably a modified naval type,




EART II Contd ‘
- B, ENEMY CD: BOGADJIM=-SAIDOR (Gontd)

T SEGRET -
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PW also stated that at each battery position from BOGADJIM

- “to SATDOR there were usuaslly four large ients set up about 1000
metres from the guns, These were for gun crews and each would -
- ‘accormodate sbout 30 troops, :

"In SAIDOR he stated there were six guns with a ﬁ.lrtﬁer seven

'-_: -4n the outskirts of the village, All guns were marmed by YOKOSUKA

TN
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Commenk: The only SNLP troops known to be forward of-MADANG
are the remnants, mainly fram SASEBO 5, which suffered heavy
- cagualties at LAE and which are in the forward ares opposing .
- g Aust Dive It is quite likely however that there are obher |
 SMIPs slong the coast as suggested by the PW, It has been !
realised for some time that the gun positions sited along the -
coast were in excesas of the Tire power available from identified
. artillery units, It was also clear that the crews to man coast
defences would have to be provided from other than already
identified units, _ . L

w4 ¢ signed at ZZ ¥y hrs %W
B ;/- . " Ltecol .




. SECRET
2 AUST CORPS IITELLYIGENCE REPORT lio i3

(Information from 2000L/20 Dec to 2000L/21 Dec L3)

PART T
OPERATIONS

1. LAND - OWN AND ENEMY

RUST DIV ' -
" (ref maps FORTIFICATION POIIT and MASAVENG R West 1/25000),

At 1600 hrs 20 Dec L Aust Inf Bde occupied FORTIFICATION

HILL,

the high 800 ft feature at 569823,and thus brought to a

successful conclusion a definite phase in the advance up the
coast, This advance has been stsady and sustained since the
Brigaede 1irst crossed KALUENG R on 3 Dee, \lith the support
of tanks and of concentrated artillery fire the infantry has
overcome the tenaciocus resistance of the enemy and has cap~

tured

8 long series of well-defended positions held by stubborn

rearguards, On 20 Dec 29/46 Bn,which captured the defile at

58L848 on 19 Dec, consolidated its position and patrolled for-

ward to the swamp at 586830 opposite FORTIFICATION POINT, with-

out making contact with the enertga At last light the Battalion
5

was disposed as follows: D Coy

822, A Coy 584816, G Goy

' . 583809, B Coy 582820, Five desd Japs were found in C Coy's

: iposition, On the left flank 37/52 Bn climbed the steep slopes
"of FORTIFICATION HZLL during the day and at 1600 hrs seized

t¥e crest without opposition, encountering only a few stragglers,

A% last light the Battalion was disposed: 3 Coy at 58382l,

A Coy

at 572824, Bn HQ and D Coy at 572804 and C Coy less a

platoon at 564309 with one platoon at 569821, 22 5n did not
change its dispositions during the day. A considerable number
o enemy were seen moving NE at 5LL810, They were engaged by
;our artillery and iiGs, and many casualtiss are believed to
ihave been inflicted, Further south a patrol from 9 Aust Div
. Carrier Goy captured one Jap at 597762 and a PID patrol killed
one at 594757,
In the BONGA-WAREQ track area some re-grouping has taken
place, On 20 Dec 2/28 Bn moved to WAREQO and A Coy 2/32 Bn

moved

to 597716,

In 26 Bde sector our patrols were active , Extensive
patrolling both NE and 1W of WAREO found no enemy,

: . During the day our artillery fired 41418 rounds in supgort
. of L Aust Inf Bde and also shelled suspected dump areas an
- enemy, who wers seen moving at various points,
5 AUST DIV

On 20 Dec two enemy were captured near JADZAB, These

Japs,

together witn those recently discovered gt LIMBAIP, were

stragzlers from the original force at LAE,

{_AUS]

I DIV

) {

(ref maps KIMBARUM, 1/25000 series and URIGINA 1 inch to
1 mile series),

On 20 Dec 25 Bde patrols were active but made no contact,
In 21 Rde sector following a successful alr strike, a patrol
. from 2/16 Bn raided an enemy position {about 692631) on
. SHAGGY Ridge and inflicted casualties, A pairol from 2/2
Cav(Commando) San reported URIGINA (384854) clear of enemy,

2, AIR - OWN (2% Dec)
a) HUOH PENINSULA. Between 14130 hrs and 1155 hrs eleven

Bostons bombed aBd siraffed enemy occupied areas ncar
WANDOKAI, WALINGAL and AGO, Bombing was reported inaccu;'ate.

it tons were droppeds

area,
ings
’fire.

(b) MADANG. Twenty-four Mitchells bombed dumps in MADANG

51 tans of bombs were dropped, desiroying some build-_
and -stbarting Tires, One Mitchell was shot dovm by fA

-1—
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IR ~ OWN (Contd)
(c) CAPE GLOUCESTER (ref map WBSTERN HEW ZRITAIN, I miles to
1 inch), :

Fifty-four Liberators, tweniy-five Bostons and ten Mitchells
attacked targets from DORF POINT (XM5694) to CAPE GLOUCESTER,
172 tons of bombs were dropped and targets were heavily straffed
but results generally were not observed, Twenty-four Mitchells
attacked TARGET HILL near SILIMATI POINT (XM7492), dropping
21 tons of bombs, Gun positions in the area were blanketed
by bomb bursts, ,

(d) INTERCEPTION
. Tourteen Lightnings whilst on a fighter sweep about {0
miles east of ARAVE intercepted some eight to ten enemy bombers
and twelve to Fifteen fighters, FEight bombers-and two fighters
were destroyed without loss to our aircraft.
PART II
CAPTURED ENRMY WEAFOHS )
The following table shows:
(a) the total number of enemy weaspons of each type that
have been reported captured or destroyed in the 9 Aust
Div area from 8 Oct to 19 Dec, : _
{b; the . estimated number brought into the ares,, and
¢) the difference, representing an estimate of those that
remain: -
Type or veapon Total reporved LEvimaued Hg N Yert
' captured or des-brought into still avail
troyed ‘area able
75mm Guns 10 20 10
70mm Guns 5 14 9
37mm QF Guns 7 12 5
20mm AA Guns 3 6 3
13mm AA Guns -17 22 5
84mm Mortars 10 18{?1} ai?}
Lt Mortars 19 T2(% 53(%
HMGs 18 96 58
IMGs- 91 252 164
A tentative allocation of 75mm Guns, 70mm Guns, 37mm QF Guns
and 1iGs. to the principal units is as follows: °
- 75mm Guns {Omm Gung J{mm OF Guns IMGs
79 Regt 2 2 3 3L
80 Regt 2 2 2 25
238 Regh - 1 2 3
26 Fd Arty Regt - - -
Potal 10 5 7 g

Signed at 2110 hrs.

P Lo,
M’W Lt-col .

GS -

~ Explanatory Hotes to the Table of Captured Weapang

(a) Estimated number of weapons brought into area and

consequently number remaining in area are subject
to revision when more detailed information can be

abtained,
In instances where "several' IAMGes have been reported,

(o)

"geveral has been interpreted as "two"., The total
(91) shown as captured or destroyed is therefore
probably toc low,
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2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGHEICE RFPORT No 72

(Information from 2000L/49 Dec to 2000L/20 Dec L43)

PART 1
CPERATIONS

AUST DIV

ref maps MASAWENG R AHD XKULUNGTUFU, 4 inch to 1 mile series
and MASAWENG R WBST AND FORTIFICATION POINT 1/25,000 series).
On 19 Dec U4 Aust Inf Bde advanced "a* further 1300 yds along
the coast, At 0730 hrs 29/L6 Bn resumed its drive forward
with C Coy leading, and at 1500 hrs our troops supported by
artillery, MMGs and tanks altacked a strong enemy position in the
defile at 584818, The enemy resisted stubbarnly for three hours
with all available wespons and even employed .2 75 mm gun over
" open sights. The pceiticn however was finglly casptured and at
1800 hrs C Coy had pushed forwsrd to 586823, In the encounter
one 75 mn gun and six LMGs were captured, and one 37 mm QF gun
was found buried, B Coy, which had moved over.the high around
to the west of the track relieved C Coy at 586823 and C Coy
then dropped back into reserve at 531819, In the meantime
A and D Coys had crossed the MASAWENG R at 0730 hrs and advanced
to 586819, On the left flank C and D Coys 37/52 Bn occupied
without opposition the high ground at 563809 and 573808
respectively, Bn HQ and B Coy moved to MASAWENG R- at 571804
and A Coy advanced to 570800, A patrol from A Coy 22 Bn to
the creek at 578795 saw no movement, A PIB patrol moved from
640770 SV along the track to 587750, then north to the SOWI'R,
iNW to 573770 and SW to 565765, One eneny was killed at 580763
land 28 enemy dead with much abandoned equipment were found along
the track between 570769 and 565765, These Japs appeared to have
died from starvation,
In 20 Bde sector 2/43 Bn and 2/15 Bn moved forward to g -
position south of MASAWENG R and at last light were disposed
as Tollows:- 2/13 Bn: HQ 588797, A Coy 583805, B Coy 537801
C Coy 585803, D Coy 588798, 5/15 Bn: HQ 588797, A Coy 587798,
B Coy 593790, C Coy 588798, D Coy 588795, The Divisional
Carrier Coy advanced to 600772, : .
In 26 Bde area the standing patrol from 2/l4 Cav (Commando)
San moved from ZAGAHEMI to KINGFARINGNAU (l118793), They saw
three enemy positions SV of ZAGAHEMT and an enemy Toraging
party 4000 yards to the south, A patrecl from the Sguadron
left WERIKEO for HOMPUA (475814) and a four-day patrol set
ocut for MASAWENG R area,. B Coy 2/23 Bn moved from BAZULUO
towards LAKONA, 2/23 Bn patrols from WAREO to 557723 and
558730 saw no movement, A patrol from 2/24 Bn moved through
567736 to SOWI R at 563740, then down the river to 5637L6
and on to 567747, but saw no movement, Other patrols in the
area 5674 and 5775 also made no contact with the enemy, C Coy
PIB moved from KULUNGTUFU towards YUNZAING (395746),
During the day owr artillery fired 780 rounds in support
of I Bde and also shelled a suspected enemy position near
FORTIFICATION POINT,

AUST DIV .
{ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series),

On 19 Dec 2/33% Bn found an enemy post held by an estimated
two platoons on the 5800 feature (560678), Our troops engaged
the enenmy who withdrew, At last 1ight 2/33 Bn was disposed
with one company at 562675 and two companles_ab 566684, It
was reported on 19 Dec that a five-day patrol from 2/25 Bn

had reached: 502718 and saw an enemy party at 499725, B Coy
PIB at LB0660 patrolled north to the SOLU R, A patrol fram
24 Bde reached 673660 without contaetins any enemy.

=l
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-, SECRET

2, ATR-OWN (20 Dec L43)
{a) HUON PENINSULA: - {(ref maps 1/25,000 series),
In support of 9 Aust Div twelve Mitchells bombed enemy
dumps in wooded areas 561849 to 566848 and 567848 to 5688L8
and &lso st WANDOKAT,
Five Marauders accurately bombed a suspected battalion ares
near KANSARUA (47h961). 251 tons of bombs were dropped and
two large explosions seen in the target areas with colums of
smoke rising to 1000 ft, o
(b) CAPE GLOUCESTER, Thirty-eight Liberators and ten Mitchells
again bombed targets in the CAPE GLOUCESTER and SAG SAG areas,
95 tons of bombs were dropped, Some explosions and a large
‘nmumber of small fires were seeln,
(c) BORGEN BAY. (ref mep WESTERN NEW BRITAIN, L miles %o_1 inch),
Twenty~two Liberators and twenty-four Mitchells- bombed
dumps along the coast of BORGEN BAY from SILIMATI POINT (XM7492)
to NATAMO (XM7L487).141 tons' of bombs were dropped and some large
fires seen,
(d) ARAWE. Thirty-one Bostons conducted barge sweeps and
bombing and strafing missions along the coast east of ARAWE,
One coastal gun is reported destroyed and one probably destroyed,
A number of huts were left burning, 18 tons of bombs were
droppeds . R
(e) RABAUL, During the early morning eighteen Beauforts .. }
Bombed dispersal areas and strips at VUNAKANAU, All bombs
were seen to hit the target area, 15 tons of bombs were droppeds |
(£) ALEXISHAFEN, Thirty-four Mitchell bombed the strips ;

and dispersal areas with 26 tons of bombs, Bombs were seen :
to £all amongst grounded aircraft and caused many .explosions i
and fires, One Mitchell was shot down by AA fire, '
3¢ AIR —~ ENWEMY,
. PINSCHHAFEL :
a) At 0400 hrs 18 Dec one enemy aircraft dropped six bombs
"in the sea off SCARLET BEACH,
(b) At 03L0 hrs 49 Dec one enemy alrcrafi drogped 5 bombs
along the coast south of LAKONA causing slight casualties,
(c) At OL430 hrs 49 Dec three enemy aircraft dropped bombs in the
-seag off:SCARLET BEACH,-

PART IT

I}, ENEMY INTENTIONS: 12 Nov 43,

The following extracts are taken from the LAKONA Garrisc
Unit-"Defence Plan" dated 12 Nov 43 and clearly show That thh
commander's main preoccupation at that time was the likelihood
of an allied landing to cut his L of G,

"The LAKONA Garrison Unit will maintain the important
defensive positions south of MASAWENG R and will make every
effort to determine the enemy's plan tc land:

'ge are striving not only %0 destroy beforehand enemy
plans and to eliminate enemy torpedo boats, which fire at will,
but we are endeavouring to maintein this place as a stronghold
"against an enemy landing and to preserve it as a key point
from which the main force of the div can attack or counter=
attackY,

There follow instructionsfor the establishment of coast
watehing posts to observe and report all movemenits of eneny
ghips and aircraft from which a deduction as to the enemy
plan to land may be made, Guns and lGs were to be gited
for beach defence and sach Defence Unit was also ordered
to construct dummy positions and to take other measures of
deception so as to make the enemy think that a landing would

_be difficult, ATIS Spot Report 176)

Sig;l:le'd gt 2130 _hI'S V4‘W
' ' B Li-col
GS
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__ /T ( s ! 2 AUST CORPS I ELLIGENCE REFORT Ho 71
| (Information from 2000L/48 Dee to 2000L/419 Dec 143)
PART I
OPERATIONS

~—

1o " LAND - OWN & ENEMY:

*

AUST DIV .
s_r—ref maps MASAWENG R WEST and FORTIFICATION POINT 4/25000),

On 18 Dec L Aust Inf Bde continued its advance up the
coagt and in the afternoon forced a crossing of MASAWENG R, At
0900 hrs B and D Coys 29/L46 Bn supported by artillery attacked
-and captured the enemy positions at the creek from 585803 o

. 58680L,  The two companles then contimied to move "Forward,
mepping wp stragglers, In the meantime G Coy advanced from
586799 and at 1330 hrs occcupied the south bank of MASAWENG R
near the mouth, while B Coy pushed ricross difficult country and
reached the river at 580807, At 1500 hrs the battalion suc—
ceeded in crossing the river and secured the beach to the
north,. At last light the dispositions wsre: C Coy at 584810,
5 Coy in the huts at 575810, D Coy at 58480k, A Coby at 578806
and Bn HQ at 583807. Up %ill 1330 hrs three 75mm guns, one
37mn gun, two Tlame throwers, one 81mm mortar, one HMG and
many other ltems of ec}uipmenf: had been captured, but the count
of enemy dead in the sector had not been completed,

Further scuth the cnemy withdrew during the night from
580793 .and in the morning A Coy 22 Bn and D Coy 37/52 Bn oc=
cupied the posiition, B Coy 22 Bn patrolled the south bank of
SAHGA R to 58178L4 and then crossed to the north bank and went back

. to 586769, They discovered one IMG and .-a small mortar in

l a farmer enemy brivouac area at 585786, At last light C Coy
with eight tanks was at 585800, B Coy at 588796, A Goy at
580792, and Bn HQ at 588792, . During the day 37/52 Bn moved
to the hizgh ground between SANGA R and MASAWENG R and at last

- light D Coy was at 583800, C Coy -at 579797, A Coy at 576796,

B Coy at 583797 and Bn HQ at 58579,

In 20 Bde sector the Bde HQ moved forward to 613768 and
2/17 Bn was dispesed as Tollows: Bn HQ at 592786, A Coy at
593783, B Coy at 595786, C Coy at 592775 and D Goy at 587783.
A PIB patrol to 585755 found 3 dead Japs and same 75mm ammune
ition but saw no movement, .

‘ On the lef't in the 26 Bde sector 2/4 Cav(Commando) San
transferred its HQ %o MERIKEO (L77730) and patrols to 476737
and 488733 saw no movement, The OP so1th of ZAGAHEMI reported
-that12 Japs are holding a position on the track south of the
village, - A 2/23 Bn patrol KB from BAZULUO to the garden at
54273Lh found no enemy. D Goy 2/2li Bn moved to 566727 and a
patrol from the battalion mede contact with the PIB patrol
at 589758,

wﬁg |
ref map BOANA 1 ineh to 1 mile),

. One Jap, who escapdd from the ANGAU patrel on 17 Dee, was
’ captured in the LUM3AIP area (600669) ca 18 Dec.

AUST DIV -
Zref maps DUMPU, KT OTTO0 and URIGINA 1 inch to 1 mile),
On 18 Dec further extensive patrolling in the KESAWAT
area and towards SOLU R was carried out without contact being
made with the enemy,  2/6 Cav(Commando) San is now established
on the 5500 feature (6363) and is carrying out local patrols,

2. SEA « OVWN
U {a) RELSS POLIT

On night 18/19 Dee our PT boats sank six Type B barges
and desthoyed two 80-100 £t barges and one Type B barge on
-the beach at BREI3S POINT, All these barges were moving north
EMptyY, )

(b) WALINGAT
Off WALINGAL our PT boats sank one loaded Type B barge
south bound, -t




PART I (Contd)
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SECRET

AIR - OWN
" (a) HUON PENINSULA., In the morning twelve Bostons in support
of 9 At Div bombed and straffed a bivouac area at 346126
{(ref map SIALWY - 1/25,000), and slso straffed fram a minimum
altidude the coastsl track Ifrom KELANOA to NUZEN, starting
six grass Tires, Two bombs were also dropped on the edge of
the lake at 319437 causing a small explosion and a colum of
black smoke, 5 tons of bombs were dropped,
Ten Mitchells slso in support of 9 Aust Div bombed and
.straffed a barge off=-loading point and suspected dump area atb
river mouth just south of NUZEN, 6 tons of bombs were dropped,
Six Airacobras conducted barge swecps along the RAL coast
- betwzen 4715 and 1835 hrs 18 Dec and again from 0730 to (900
hrs 19 Dee, During the Tirst sweep camp fires at PESCHEL PT
were straffeéd and our aircraft later inbercepted and shot down
an enemy bomber,
(b) MADANG, At 0930 hrs twenty-four Mitchells and nine Maraud-
ers bombed the runway ané dispersal areas, Forty-three tons
of bombs were dropped, Our aircraft were éngaged - by heavy
and accurate AA fire and six aircraft vere holed, .
(c) CAFE GI.QUCESTER, From 0900 hrs till 1607 hrs one hundred
and Two Liberators, rorty-six Mitchells and nine Marauders
concentrated on targets in the area. Most of the 43 tons of
bambs Tell in the target area, Many explosions were s een and
the whole of the target ar:as was covered in clouds of smoKe,
gd) DELAYED REPORTS., On 16 and 47 Dec seven Beaufighters and
wo Bostons made barge sweeps along the north and south coasts
of REVW BRITAIN, Four barges were bombed and destrayed, One
Beaufighter was reportcd overdue,

AIR = ENEIY

During night {8/19 Dec there was same enany air activity
over the 9 Aust Div area, but no details are yet available,

PART _II
ENENY MOVES

On 14 Dec, 3 barges (1 :. 80 £t long and 2 50 £t long)
two miles west of SAIDOR heading foar BCGADJIM were straffed
by our aircrpraft, The large barge was crowded with personnel
end the smaller ones contained persomnel and stores, Several .
Japs were killed,
COMEIENT:
The above westward movement of personnel is unusual,
Details are lacking, but the move may be connected with
the evacuation of wounded, The referance to stores in
the smaller barges, however, suggests oiherwise, and one
remote possibility is that the move is a continuation of
the "pearward movement" of HG 20 Div referred to in 2 Aust
Corps Int Report Ho 68 para 3(c).

Signed at 2225 hrs, MM‘&&&
- Lt-col
GS
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(Information from 2000L/17 Dec to 2000L/18 Dec L43)
OPERATIONS

1; AIR - OWN (18 Dec)

(a) HUON PERINSULA. About 0900 hrs eleven Bostons bombed and
strafed a dump area at KANOKI, Bombing was sdccurate and one
explosion and a column of black smoke was seen, 6 tons of
bombs were dropped snd forty-four strafing passes Were made,

A further twelve Bostons bombed and strafed the area south
of WALINGAI dropping 5 tons of bombs, but no results were
observed,

(b) GAPE GLOUCESTER, Twenty-five Liberators supported by thirty-
four Mitchells and twelve Marauders accurately bombed dumps

about two miles east of No 41 strip, 167 tons of bombs were
dropped.

(c) BORGEN BAY, Twenty-five Mitchells carried out a bombing
and strafing mission on stores, personnel and dumps along the
coast of BORGEN BAY. Twenty-six tons of bombs were dropped,

(d) CAPE HOSKINS. Thirty-seven Liberators bombed the strip
and dispersal areas at CAPE HOSKINS, All crews reported bombs

in the target area and that the strip was m i
1 tons o%' bombs pere dropped. P ade unservicesable,

(e) INLERCEPTION, (ref strat maps WEW BRITAIN, L miles to 1 inch).
At 1120 hrs an enemy force of twenty-five righters flying

SE were intercepted by sixteen Lightnings near CAPE RAQULT

(XN2796) and three were shot ‘down, One of our planes was lost

in combat 'and another by collision with one of our own aircraft,

2. LAND-OWN AND ENEMY

AUST DIV
o (ref maps SATELHEERG AND FORTIFICATION POINT 1/25,000)
On 17 Dec UL Aust Inf Bde advanced north from LAKONA across
SANGA R, At 0900 hrs A Goy 29/L6 Bn supported by a heavy

.
4N b A g T
\ |

2 AR by v

artillery concentration on enemy posts on the north bankcrossed the rive- -

at 590792 and attacked these positions, After sharp fighting
the enemy were driven out and one * _HMG and several IMGs
iwere captured, On the left flank D Coy slso crossed the river
: at 587792 but at 1515 hrs both companies after advaneing to
588600 were shelled by a 75 mm gun from 58580L, The gun was

silenced by our counter-battery fire, Enemy were later
discovered near the creek at 586803 and 585801, 17 enemy are
}known to have been killed in this sector during the day,

At last light the dispositions of 29/it6 Bn were, A Coy 567601,

D Coy 586799, C Coy 588799 and B Coy with Bn HQ st 588795,
Meanwhile at 0700 hrs B Coy 22 En moved west along the
south bank of SANGA R to 587788 against opposition, At 0800 hra
C Coy suprorted by HMGs cleared the pocket at 593790 on the '

coast near CAPE SIBIDA, The enemy had till then been

resisting strongly at this point, 3!} enemy dead were counted
and others werc seen to fall gver the c¢liff face into the sea,
1Our iroops captured one 81 mm mortar, six small mortars, one
HMG and many rifles, A Coy moved west from 592790 and

embughed and killed 7 enemy at 584793, They later encountered
strong enemy opposition at 582792, At 1700 hrs D Coy 37/52

Bn moved up to supvort A Coy 22 Bn and after heavy fighting
both companies were in close contact with the enemy at 583794
et last light, HQ 22 Bn were then at 586792 with C Coy at
LAKOW4, D Coy at 588792 and B Goy at 587788, B Coy 37/52 Bn
moved to 581778 and upon sighting small enemy parties in the
garden at 580779 engaged them with mortar fire, A%t last light ©
Coy 37/52 Bn was at 58878L, A Coy at 587778 and Bn HQ at 593780,
One platoon from 2/2 MG Bn with SMGs killed 13 enemy in a cave
in the ¢liff at LAKONA without loss to themselves,

o
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—~2 SECRET

2y LAND-OWN AND ENEMY Contd,

In 20 Bde area a 2/13 Bn patrol from 600771 to the NW
saw no movement, B Coy 2/15 Bn moved to 599787 and 2/17 Bn
also moved forward, but left a standing patrol at the itrack
junction 587747. At last light HQ 2/17 Bn and D Coy were at
599777, G Goy at 592778 and A and B Coys at 607776 and 610772
respec%ively. -

In 2l Bde sector a patrol from 2/32 Bn moved to 570728
and found that this area had apparently been the site of

a large Japanese HQ, There were also indications that horses
dr mules had been used in the vieinity,

On 17 Dec an advanced party of 2/4 Gav (Commando) San
reached MERIKEO (478730)e . .

AUST DIV .- .
" (ref map BOANA 1 inch to 4 mile),
On 17 De@ an ANGAU patrol kilied L} enemy near LUMBAIP

‘ (§00669).'.0ne escaped viithout egquipment,

AUST DIV .
(ref map URIGINA, 1 inch to 1 mile), . .
A two~day patrol from 2/25 Bn to-SOLU R reported on 17 Deo

thet no enemy had been seen, ’
Comment - The route taken by the patrol and the point at whic

it Teached the SOLU R are not reported, It is thoughi however

that the patrol probably moved aslong the main track to KOROPA
(464732). IF this is so it apoears that the enemy has withdrawn

_irom KESAWAL I (L483690) where they were reported to be dug in

on 12 Dec, Such a withdrawhl is consistent with Tac/R reporis
on 16 Dec., {See 2 Aust Corps Int Report 69).

Signed at 2205  hrs

o e
i Lt-col
GsS
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2 AUST CORFS INTELLIGENGE REPORT o 69

LT ST

(Information from 2000L/46 Dec to 2000L/417 Dec 43)
PART I
OPERATIONS

1. LAID - OWN AND EREMY

P

AUST DIV ) ,

(ref maps SATELEERG'and FORTIFICATION POINT 1/25,000),

In the coastal sector heavy and prolonged fighting took
place around LAKONA during 16 Dec, At 0750 hrs a patrol
from 22 Bn to the west found an enemy position at 591791 and
remained in contact until 1225 hrs, when A Goy with mortar
and MMG support drove the enemy back after a bitter engagement,
B Coy then advanced to 592790 to support A Coy, which was still
in close contact with the eiemy at last lignt, Meanwhile D
Coy maintained pressure on the eneny, who had been et off at
594791; but the enemy resisted tenaciously till late alternoon,
Our tanks were unable to crogss the 1 qged creek at 596787 un-
til 1730 hrs, bul then moved forward/&ibported an attadk by
C Coy on the position, The enemy, whc resisted desperately,
wer:s dug in on-a series of small ridges which the tanks and
infantry had to reduce one by one in the face of intense MG
fire, In a stubborn fight at least 30 eneny were killed and
the remainder were slowly driven back znd finally jumped over
the cliff face on to the rocks below, where at last light the
remnants were bein:s enzazed with grenades and small arms fire,
During the day 37/52 Bn moved west to occupy the high ground
in area 5878 overlooking SANGA R, and 2t last light were dis-
posed C Coy at 502778, A Coy 589771, D Coy 587784 znd B Coy at

585777, 29/46 Bn remained in Bde rescrve at 598785, Further

south 2 PIB patrol ambuzhed gnd wiped out a party of 42 Japs
moving west at 577756 and captured 2 I:Gs and some rifles,

The same patrol observed 18 Japs with full packs and rifies
also moving west at 581759. Several small eneny parties,
vhich were Seen maving north with full packs at:-the mouth
MASAWENG R, were shelled by our artillery, and later casualties
were observed being carried o an enemy medical post at 581815,

In 20 Bde area B Coy 2/15 Bn moved forwerd from COCONUT
Beach to 608777. A patrcl from 2/13 Bn west to 59 Easting
Grid saw nq lovement but captured = 20mm twin-barrel AA gun
and ammnition at 605758. D Coy 2/15 Bn relieved C Coy 37/52
Bn at 600772, -~ :

In 26 Bde sector C and D Coys 2/2i1 Bn supported by ar-
tillery and mortars forced tae enemy to witndraw from a posi~
tion at 571735 and then advanced along a ragorback ridge to
the village at 575740, A patrol from 2/23 Bn covered a wide
area north of WAREO to 74 Northing Grid out saw no movement,

‘During the day our artillery Tired 2500 rounds in support
of I Bde and in addition engaged enemy guns at 584807 and
590793,

At first 1ight 17 Dec 29/I6 Bn after an artillery concen-

tration moved up to SAHGA R at 589791 and it is reported that
A Coy forced a crossing at 589793,

AUST DIV
(ref maps 1 inech to 4 mile sedes)

Tac R pairols on 16 Dec found that enemy activity in
the KESAYAT area was on a small scale, and it is considered
possible that there are fewer eneny in this area than was at
first believed. Air reconnaissance during the day stated
that there was no movement . on the 5800 feature at 5667,
which had been previously reported-occupied by the enemy, A
patrol from 2/2 Pnr Bn through GUSAP saw no enemy. Active
patrolling by 25 Bde was continued, but no contact was made,
A patrol from 2/2 Cav (Commanda)Sen reported that the villages
URIGINA Wo 1 (38i853) and o 2 {381839) were not occupied by
the enemy,




SECRET
PART I (Gontd)

2. AIR - OWN

(a) CAPE GLOUCESTER. ‘Twenty-ywo Liberators bombed A* posi-
tions and dumps near No 2 strip at CAPE GLOUCESTER., Clouds .
obscured observation of resulits but bombs were repobted to °
have fallen in the target aresg,; -

Ten Mitchells bombed and straffed enemy occcupied areas
and dumps at TARGET HILL on the western extremity of BORGEN
BAY. > '

(b) HUON PENINSULA, Hine Mitchells amcurately bambed enemy
dump areas at HAMBARTIWA, L

A further twentiy-nine Mitchells wnable to locate targets
owing to weather returned to base,

(¢) INTERCEPTION,

night Tnunderbolts intercepted an enemy form=tion approach-
ing ARAWE and destroyed seven bombers and two fighters without
loss,

Sixteen Lightiings on fighter peirol in the CAPE GLOUCES-
TER area destroyed one eneny Tighter as it was $aking off fram’
fioc 2 strip. ' &

(d) DELAYED REPORTS. (ref strat maps NE¥ IRELAND and WEW
_ BRITAIN 4 miles to 1 inch),

During the period 13 ~ 15 Dec Bewufighters and Bostons
carried out seven early morning barge sweeps along tne north
and south coasts and also straffed strips and dispersal aresas
at BORPOP (YB 5376). Twenty-four aircraft were involved,

. Three camouflaged barges at VALOKA (nezr Cagpe HOSKINS, X0 9997)
were straffed and badly damaged.

EXEMY  IT
3. ENEMY DEFENCES. (ref map FORTLIFLCATION POINT, 1/25000),

Tac R reports state that there agre signs of considerable
movement through the garden at 571809 znéd that the track from
LAKORA-- to HUBIKA appears to be mmuch used, There are no
signs, however, of any-new defences south of FORTIFICATION
Point, but a track not previously seen runs Tfrom 583819 to
570822, Prack activity was also seen near HAMBARIVA, KE:LANOA&
KANOMTI and WALINGAI. '

L, EiEMEY QOB,
. It is reported that III Bn {15 Regt and part of 44 Fd
Arty Regt have been identified at ARAWE on 15 Dec,
T QORIEIM: It is known that eleuents of 51 Div were left
in NEW BRITAIN, when the main force moved to NEW GULINEA,
A captured map shows that I Bn 14 Fd Arty Regt was lacated
near TULUVU at the beginning of June L3, However, both
415 Regt and 14 Pd Arty Regt were certainly at LAE and
S-LAMAUA from June to Sep L3, and both sufferednvery
heavy casualties, It appears, therefore, that these units
have been reformed form the remnants viho escaped together with
considerable drafts from their depotis,

Signed at 2275 hrs, - . Lt-col

GS.
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1/! { ;: & (Information from 2000L/15 Dec to 2000L/16 Dec L3)

- ! : ) PART I

_ ' OPERATIONS .

N
t

1o LAND = OWH ANUD EiEMY
g AUST DIV - - _
(ref maps SATELEERG ALD FORTIFICATION POINT 1/25,000),.
After heavy fighting throughout 15 Dec L4 Aust Inf Bde
captured the village of LAKONA in the late afternoon, G and D
Coys 22 Bn with artillery.support attacked a strongpost at
595789 held by about 70 of the enemy, and after severe fighting
- pushed them back tc near CAPE SIBIDA (594791). At 41700 hrs
C Coy occupied LAKONA and D Coy reached 595790, In the meantime
A Coy from 590784 moved north along the creek againgt enemy
opposition and pushed through to 1ts mouth at 592791, where
' they completed the enclosure of the enemy at CAPE SIBIDA,
. - ‘Some enemy, attempting to withdraw across the sandbar of SANGA R,

v
LR ‘ ¥ s v
LSRR I St 7

—— .
P

vwere engaged by A Coy and by artillery fire and suffered heavy
casualties, Further south A Coy 37/52 Bn supported by mortars
' and MuGs at first light attacked about 50 enemy dug in at
: 1295773 and after a filerce engagement in which 20 enemy were killed,
i the position was taken at 1000.mmAfter mopping up A Coy
- moved Lorward to 589771, D Coy with MNGs joined B Coy on the .
Bt high ground astride the track at 592777 and patrols to the west
ocbserved small parties of enemy moving north on the track ut
. 581777 and 582770, These were engaged by our artillery,
Fighting patrols from C Coy eliminated& the enemy pocket at
. ! 535711, killing 12 Japs, After being relieved by 2/15 Bn,
the 29/L6 Bn moved into Bde reserve at 600784, Considerable
) numbers of enemy moving north on the track at 58682l were
- shelled by our. artillery, At 1800 hrs 20 enemy moving south
; :in the defile at 585817 were also shelled and many casualties
}are believed to have been inflicted, Heavy rain during the
day caused flooding of most of the creeks and ocur tanks
were unsble to cross the creek at 596787,

In 20 Bde area, 2/15 Bn 1less one Coy relieved 29/L46 Bn
near KILIGIA BEACH, wnile B Coy is proteciing COCONUT EBACH
(616763), A patrol from 2/13 Bn south of SOWI R to 59
Easting Grid saw no movement, C and D Coys 2/17 Bn moved to
615753 and 610755 respectively, A platoon smbush party at the

/ track junction 587747 saw no movement but found two dead Japs,

In 25 Bde sector, D Coy 2/2 Bn moving NE along the traek
reached 569735 and an enemy position was found on the narrow
saddle at 571736, The enemy was subjected to artiliery and
mortar fire, Patrols fram 2/23 Bn north of WAREO to 73
Northing Grid saw no movement,

During the day our artillery engaged enemy moving at 585793,
a suspected troop concentration at 584817 and enemy positions
at 575742 and 576740, Our mortars alao fired on enemy ab
585773 and 591773 At 2000 hrs an enemy gun at 590793 shelled
KILIGIA, but was silenced by our comter-battery fire,

During night 15/16 Dec ocur guns harassed enemy in the defile
at 585817 between the steep hillside asnd the sea,

At first light 416 Dec the enemy was still holding

. GCAPE SIBIDA, but our troops were attacking in this area as
z 1 .a preliminary to the main advance up the coast,

AUST DIV
. ref maps 4 inch to 4 mile series),

On 15 Dec, one Coy 2/2 Pioneer Bn occupled HERALD HILL

- (646600), 2/27 Bn relieved 2/4L4 Bn and was disposed with one
Coy abt TOM'S POST (743627), one Coy less one platoon near
KUMBARUM, one platoon at SAM'S POST (7844578) and the
remainder of the battalion in reserve, 2/25 Bn found 464

N weapon pits in the area 5265, At 1140 hrs Tae/R of the

BOGADJIM RD showed that bridges 1 to 13 ineclusive had been
washed away by flood waters and that the road near NANZANRAL
(560819) was blocked by landsiides in about 15 places,

-1-
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I% was compietely washed avay at many other points, Air
reconnaissarce during the day also showed a small enemy party .
d¥zging in on the 58]0 feature at 5667, and they were accurately
shelled by our artillery, Reconnaissance of the enemy I of C
through KETO0BA (LU48765) showed thet this track was still being
hesvily used,

2. AIR - OWH (16 Dec)

(a) HUON PENINSULA. In support of 9 Aust Div ten iiitehells
accurately bambed a dump and bivouac areg st s3I0,
Hine Marguders also attacked & bivousc ares and dump at

- KELANO0A, the majority of bombs Tfalling in the target area,

-In all a total of 28 tons of bombs were dropped on the targets,
(b) CAPE GLOUCESTER (ref strat maps NEV BRITAIN, L miles to 1
inch). Villages and dump areas from DCRF POINT (XM569L) to
CAPE GLOUCESTER were bombed and strafed by thirty-eight
Liverators, 121 tons of bombs were dropped and 1315 rounds
expended, Target areas were covered in dust and smoke and
several fires were observed,

8ix wnidentified aircraft were seen » but no interception
was attempted,

Final reporis of four other squadrons of Liberators
on the same target are not yet aviilable,

(c) ARAWE, Hineteen Mitchells successlully carried out supply- ‘@
dropping missicns %o ground troops at ARAWE,
(a) INTERCLPTION, Thirty-two Lightnings in two groups of 16
intercepied an enemy force of 9 medium bombers and 20 to 25
fighters movirg towards ARAWE, In the ensuing engsgement
"9 enemy aircraft were shot down without loss to our aircraft,
A preliminary report indicates that 6 more enemy aircraft
were destroyed during an interception over FIHSCHHAYFEN,
but ho dcvails are yet available,
(e) DELAVED RZPORT,
RabAUL, Du»ing night 1L/15 Dec Tourteen Beauforts borbed
the strips and disporsal areas at VUNAXANAD and TOBERA, 13
tons of bomos and 430 1bs of incendiaries were dropped but
clouds prevented observation of results, A further ten

aircraft failed to reach the target due to weather, One aireraft
failed to reburn and is presumed lost,

PART iT

» ENEY 00B

[p2) A capturad 79 Regh 00 dated 41 Iov 'h3 states that CO 20 Tp@k
Regiment woiid attach the FURUKAWA battalion to his command
and thas this force was to be the XANOMT defence unit with main
body at KAITOMI and a detachment at AGO,
Conment, The FURUKAWA Bn is probably the reformed I Bn 80 Regt,
The usc of the 20 Tpt Regt in a coast- defence role ‘shows that

ceean flank, It was previously known that T Bn 80 Regt had this
task, bul the -ize of 0 Tpt Regt in addition is remarkable,
especially in view of the heavy supply requirements,
(bs’ % Aust Div report that “other documents" show that the QF
Gun Soy' of 79 Re.st had three gms on 13 Nov and that on the
previous dary it wus t0 move one of them to KANOMI, one to LAKONA®
and ws3 arpoersnsiy to leave one on the BONGA=WAREQ track,
Co.ment, Th:isz labier may have been the 37 mm gun captured on
1L Bec a3 00785,
(c) A capturzd diary conbtains the statement that 20 Div was to
#ithdrav %o LAKOHA by 10 Dec and to proceed to the rear, It
gppears irc: the use of the character for "Iransport" that the
Div BQ wiere not required to move on foot, )

Siéned at 2z 20 TIrs M ,t/ﬁ&w‘.ﬂﬂ.-.
] : ~Li=col
G3
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(Information from 2000L/1l Dec to 2000L/15 Dec 43)

OPERATIONS

1. LAND - OWN AND FEENY

-

l

9 AUST DIV . '
ref maps SATELBERG and FORTIFICATION POINT 1/25,000),

On 1l Dee a slight advance agsinst increased resistance
was made in the coastal sector and.our troops are now less than
200 yds fran LAKONA, D Coy 22 Bn launched an attack against
the enemy on the west bank of* the creekr at 596787 which was
held - . by aoout 50 eneny, Five_gggg were killed and the re~
mainder driven back., The Coy than advanced along the coast
to 595789 where a strong enery position was encountered along
the west bank of another.creek, C Coy then moved up to 595788
in support of D Coy, Meanwhile & Coy made a bayonet attack
against the enemy duz in at 595786, -esptured the position and
by last light hagoadganced west to 59078L. B Coy cleareds?n
enemy pocket at 0785 killing 20 _daps, and capturing ong j/mm
gun and severasl LMGs, ~The rearguard coy of 37/52 Bn, afier
being subjected to enemy MG and mortar during night 13/1l Dec
at 600772, attacked 50 Japs, killed 9 and drove the rest towards
the west. The Coy then advanced to 596772 and found fu :ther
znemy positions at 597773. 4 patrol Tound strong positions

.at 594772 and 595777 which were held by at least 200 of the en-

‘emy. B Coy advanced to a point astride the track 592777, At
1530 hrs a party of about 80 enemy werc observed moving north
on t he track at-5393768 (?) but neo contac;hWas mde with B Coy.

c t last light, was at 598778. 29/146 Bn moved into the
gdeogeaserve at 6%51?7%9. At 0915 hrs and again at 1300 hrs, en-
emy mortars near 589768 harassed the area 59777h, Our arty
then neavily enzazed the suspectied position, Gon51d§rable enemy
movement was sesn near the mouth MiASAWENG R and parties cross—
ing the river in both directions were shelled, 2/13 Bn took
over res onsibility f{or the defence of XKILIGIA beach. A patrol
was 2/17 Bn moving towards the track junction 587747 reached
595750 by last light, .

In 26 Bde ssctor G Coy 2/2l Bi made two further aterpts tp
outflank the enemy position at. 567733 but were held up by the
precipice, Two platoons supported by mortars then made a
Trontal attack, The ersay vere dug in on a razor back 10 yds
wide, Our troops advanced by fire and movement and after an
hour's hard fighting drove the enemy back with numerous cas-
ualties, At last light A Coy vas at 564728, B Coy at 563727,
C Coy at 567734 and D Coy at 565732, A 2/23 Bn patrol found
the enemy siill at 544733, 4 long range patrol from 2/hL Cav

(Comsando) Sgn reached MOLOLO (392793 . ref map 1 inch to 1 mile)

without sighting any enemy. The patrol set out for ZAGAHEMI
132848 at 0630 hrs 15 Dee, It was reported that cur carrier
lines were attacked by hostile natives with spears at a village
394788 but no detsils are available,

Qur arty supported I Bde and shelled targets at LAKONA at
589781, 575735, 5869768 snd enemy movereni across the mouths
of the SANGA R at 588792 and the MASAWEKG R at 554808, Early
on 15 Dec 22 Bn advanced against osposition fowards LAKONA.
The enany were still occupyingz a postion on the cresk bed at
595773, and 37/52 Bn werc moving forward to atiamck it, During
the night 14/15 Dec cnemy guns north pf FORTIFICATION Pt fired
shells into the sea off the beach at 610775 =nd 75mm guns at

589793 shelled 600785 until neutralized by our counter-batiery
fire,

AUST DIV
(ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series)

On 14 Dec patrolling activity was continued, but the main
eneny strength was not discovered. A patrol from 2/2 Pnr Bn

moved from MUNGO (865630) to GURIA (882596) snd reported the area

clear of enemy.

.

g ‘-“:rc

R
|




—2= SECRET

2. SEA - OWN i
~On night 13/14 Dec our PT boats sank one 30 to 4O T%
barge in MARIEN Hbr, It is now ascertained that the nine

barges sunk or destroyed on night 12/13 Dec were all fully loaded,
3, AIR - OWN gt 12/13 W doaded.

(a) ARAWE., At 0717 hrs, in close support of the allied
landing this morning at ARAWE, 5 Mitchells accurately bombed
and strsffed AMALUT Plantation on radio call frcm ground
troops, Aircraft reported method of dencting ground targets
was very successful,

(b) CAPE GLOUCESTER, A%t approx 1430 hrs 23 Liberators at-
tacked targets in vicinity of No 1 and Ho 2 su?ips, 95 tons
of bombs were drcpped and target area covered in bomb pursts,
Three grounded enemy aircrgft were prodably destroyed.

There was no interception, o reports are yet to hand
of the attack by a Turther four sguadrons of Liberators on
the same targetb.

(c) INTERCEPTION, Four Lightnings intercepted and destroyed

one enemy aircrart at 1115 hrs between COMMODORE Bay and

MOITAGUE Hbr. Enemy aircraft appesred to be of & new type. ‘I’
One eneny Torce approaching ARAWE was driven saway by our

aircratt without engaging, :
4 second force of 30 Zekes and 12 Bettys was driven of £

vwhen intercepted by 4 Lightnings at 1800 hrs betwgen ARAYE

and FINSCHEAFEN, There were no losses by either side,

During the landing at ARAWE, 20/25 enemy dive-bambers
attacked landing craft and beachneads, Two enemy airecrafi
were definitely destroyed by our A4 a&nd one probatly destroyed.

- Pour Lightnings sighted Tour encmy aircralt near TALASEA
but did not enzage, and later reporied a probsble aircraft-
carrier in -STMPSON Hbr,

(d) SIGHTINGS. One Liberator on armed recce sighted nine
merchant vessels at pos-tion 02,403, 1u40,50E, Two 1,C000-1h
bombs were dropped near a 5500/7000-ton vesselwith no appar-
ent damage, Pive eneay aircraft stiempted interception over
$he convey, but were driven off without loss,

- (e) DELAYED REFORTS, During night 13/1h Dec 30 Besuforts @
scourately bambed strips and dispersal areas at LAKUINA. '
Bombing w2s reported as excellent and several large fires
end wany smell fires, thought to be burning aircraift, were
observed, One large explosion was seen ab IV end o' strip.
Smoke from target area was visible for 70 miles, A total

of 2l tons of bombs was dropped,
<& <
;?“Z{W .

/
- Lt-col
GS.

Signed at 2225 nrs.
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9 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT No 66

(Information from 2000L/13 Dec o 2000L/ilL Dec L43)

OPERATIONS

1e LAND « OWN AND ENEMY

?
T e,

2, SEA - OWH

P

AUST DIV -

:L_—'('r"ef maps SATELBERG and FORTIFICATION POINT 1/25,000).
On 13 Dec the L Aust Inf Bde advance HW along the coastal

track brought our foremost elements to within 300 yards of
LAKONA, In the morning, D Coy 22 Bn drove the enemy from
606784 and advanced to 601785 where gbout one platoon of the
enemy was encountered, Ten enemy were killed and D Coy then
by-passed the position and advanced to the creek at 598787,
Here the enemy were strongly holding the west bank, so were
heavily shelleds A Coy advanced west from 603782 and found
an enemy pocket at 598783, This position was by-passed and
at 1630 hrs the company = . reached 596783, and then moved
Porward in an attempt to cut the traeck at 593785. B Coy attacked

. the enemy by-passed at 598783 and after a sharp encounter, in

. relieved 37/52 Bn south of SOVL R, At last light, the
* battalion was occupying positions in the area 6076, A patrol

which eignt enemy were killed, captured the position, The

e ——r =

'companyy Supported by uvanks, then attacked the enemy at 601785,

and this post was alsc taken, In the neantime C Coy had
advanced to 596787 in suppori of D Coy. Further south, A and
G Coys 37/52 Bn drove an enemy party off the high ground at
600772 and occupied the feature, After being relieved by 2/13
Bn, the remainder of 37/52 3n moved forward snd at last light
B Coy was at 606782 and D Coy at 607779. :

In 20 Bde sector 2/13 Bn moved north from GUSIKA and

from 2/17 Bn west in 597 saw no enemy movement.

In 26 Bde sector, the enemy held on to the knoll on the
razor-back ridge at 567733, Reconnaissance by 2/24 3n failed
to find a way to outflank the position owing to the precipitous
nature of the couniry, The enemy position was subjected Ho
artillery and mortar fire throughout the day, 2/23 Bn patrols
to 534727 and 554728 saw no movement, g

- During “the day our artillery fired 1150 rounds in support

of the L Bde advance and shelled targets .at LAKONA, 592790,
the track junction at 589793, and a bivouac area at 536787,
Enemy moving on the track at 568735 wiere glso shelled.

AUST DIV )
ref meps 1 inch to 1 mile series),

On 13 Dec there was no materigl change in the situation
in this area, Fighting patrols from 25 3de maintained contact
with the enemy near KESAWAL and normsl patrol activity was
carried out in the Bde sector,

Tac/R A/C at 1500 hrs reported that small enemy parties
were seen on the 5800 feature in 5667,

Further detzils of the enemy attack on the two forward
companies of 2/25 Bn are now available, Between 0400 hrs
and 0545 hrs 13 Dec the enemy, estimated strength L4OO, made
three determined attacks on our positions, bubt were repulsed.
Enemy cssualties were estimated at 100, Our casualties,
previously reported as heavy,are now reported as five killed
and seventeen wounded, The %wo companies were to move to
the east bank of the EVAPIA R aftzr last 1lizht,

On night 12/43 Dec our PT boats sank threce type A, two
type B and one 80/100 ft barges, off REISS POINT, In addition,
three type A barges were destroyed when they attempted to beach,
It is not known whevher the barzes were loaded,

—f
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3¢ AIR —- OWN

(a) ARAWE, Enemy occupied area and dumps in viecinity of

CAPE MERKUS, PILELO IS, KUMBUN IS, ARAWE IS and along the

isthms known as AMALUT PLANTATION were throughly bombed :
and strafed by Liberators, Mitchells and Bostons between i
the hours of 0800 and 0900,. 1000 to 1100, 1245 to 1400 and
again at 1500L, In all seventy~one Bostons, sixty Mitchells

and one hundred Liberators engaged in the attack and a total

.of L8 tons of bombs were dropped, The bombers vere escorted

by about 22 squadrons of fighter aircraft,

Bombing was extremely accurate the whole of the target
areas being covered by bomb bursts resulting in clouds of
smoke and dust, Several explosions were observed and columns
of smoke from the target area were visible for 20 miles, A
mumber of huts were destroyed and several fires seen, There
was no enemy interception and all our planes returned un-
damaged,

-

(b) GASMATA, At approximately 0845 hrs nine Marauders and
thirty-two Mitchells bombed the strip and disperssl areas
at GASMATA, Two squadrons reported accurate bombing, the
remainder of bombs falling in wooded area NW of target,

No observation was possible as target was covered by ‘
smoke, A toltal of sixty tons of bombs was dropped,

(c) HUON PENINSULA., In a barge sweep from SAIDOR +to
FORTIFICATION POINT, five Thunderbolts strafed one .barge at
LEPSIUS POINT and asnother near HE}NAU and an enemy dump in
vicinity of NOM PLANTATIOH, '

DELAYED REPORTS, During the afterncon of 12 Dec, thirty-seven
Kittyhawks accurately bombed and strafed GASMATA strip, 8%
tons of bombs were dropped and 1420 rounds expended on

E sirafing, Direct hits were observed in the centre of

- the target causing a cloud of smoke visible for 20 miles,

L. AIR - EVEMY

FINSCHHAFEN, A% 0625 hrs 1l Dec one enemy aircraft dropved
hree bombs in the sea off SCARLET BEACH, . :Ko. dasmage
cr. casualties are reported, ..

Signed at 22710 nrs %ﬂ
. ‘ . dﬂd,-,
/"‘-Lt-col
as
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(Information fram 2000L/12 Deé to 2000L/13 Deo 43)

OPERATIONS
1. LAND-OWN AND ENEMY

—

AUST DIV
L—G'Fmaps SATELBERG and FORTIFICATION POINT 1/25000).
Further details of tue advanée by L Aust Inf Bde on 12
Dec in the coastal sector are now available, At first
1light A Coy 22 Bn pushed north from SOWL R &nd encountered
enemy positions at 608778, The company,however, by-épassed
these positions and in an outflanking march reached 03782,
D Coy then moved up, captured the position at 608778 and
tried to advance along the track to 606763 but found an en-
emy stronghold estimated to be held by one company with HHGs
and 1MGs along the creek from 60578L to 604783, Meanwhile
B and C Coys had moved up and at last light were at 606783
and 608778 respectively. Early in the day the tanks advanced
— with the infantry, but were held wp at 608774, as the track
' ‘ - was blocked by fallen timber, The tanks then moved to the
west through the kunai and reached B Coy at 606783, Further
south a 2‘9151:,6 Bn patrol moved fram 607770 to 601772 without
geeinz any movement, The battalion touvk over Brotectlon of
the KILIGIA beachhead with & Coy at 608776 and D Coy at 60877
: ¢ Coy moved_forwar? during the gagogg 31372? and.ﬁ_g?y Egs
' 608768, A Coy 37/52 Bn crossed SOWL R and occupied a pas=
itign ;stride the track running along tae north bank at 603760,
5 Coy moved to 600763 snd patrolled the area 5976 south of
SOWE R without seeing any movemend, In this area a large
enemy smmunition dump in the kunai containing & considerable
_ quantity of ammunition, mines and prepared demolition charges

was discoveree,

. On 12 Dec there was a general move forward by 2
Bde, 2/45 Bn moved to the ares 6175 with A Coy g‘b g1ﬁ}713§-’3lanf
Coy at 621751, C Coy at 616753 and D Goy at 610752, 2/17 En
patrolied west in the: area 5974 and reported it clear of Japs,
Ebut an abandoned pssition in the garden at 601745 was found to
_ t contain a number of enemy d cad, ) i
’ In 24 and 26 Bdes' sectors a patrol north to 73 northing
i grid saw no movement. Iore equipment, ammnition and mines
vere captured at an abandoned position at 584720, A Coy 2/24
Bn moved SW from 565728 and attacked the enémy at the track
. junction 564727. After heavy fighting Iasting six hours in
difficult country against an enemy decply dug=in and resisting
tenaciously, the position was captured at 1540 hrs and contact
was made with C Coy at 563727; at least twenty-five enemy dead
]were counted and much eguipment was cgptured, C Coy pushed
through A Coy and advanced KE along the track to 565732 where
a further enemy rearguard post was found at last light, A
patrol fram 2/23 Bn on the traci north of WAREO clashed with
small enenyparbics at 548732, 5441731 and 5377286 and six enemy
!in all vere killed., Our artillery stroagly suppcrited the ad-
vance in the coastal sector and during the day Tired 1100 rounds
on various targets, including LAKOHA, 593789, 589793 and 586787
and also enemy moving along fthe track at 57772 and 568735,

The advance along bthe coast by 22 Bn continued at first
1ight on 413 Dec but no details are available, Qur artillery
harsssed enemy positions at 585786 and shelled dumps at 592790
and 589793 ‘

It is reported that from 30 Nov to 11 Dec  3U3 enemy .
dead have been counted in the 9 Aust Div area and that the tot-
gl from the original landing on 22 Sep is now 2356,

7 _AUST DiV
Ter maps 41 inch to 1 mile series),

On 412 Dec enemy ariillery shelled 2/4L Bn area without
causing damage or casualties, One company 2/2 Pnr Bn o¢cup-

jed the 2600 feature at 672610 with a small party at 648600,
—1-




: SECRET
1. LAND - OWN AND ENEMY (Contd)

7_AUST DIV (Gontd) 3 L
: A patrol from 2/25 Bn moving to 505665 killed four and wounded i~
| two of the enemy, The patrol advanced further to L9667L
I vwhere enemy were found to be dug in. Our troops athbacked
vigo rously and it is believed that considerable casualties - :
vere inflicted., Another patrol to 507668 was attacked by the -
enemy supoorted by mortar fire and was forced to withdraw, :
but patrols slong the RAMU R towards KESAWAI report no seny
seen, One trogp of 2/6 Cav(Commando) Sqn has moved to 5500
feature at 635631, However, at 0115 hrs 13 Dec enemy attack-~
ed forward companies of 2/25 Bn and forced them to withdraw
to 5365, .= A preliminary report states that the enemy attacked
in considerable strength and that our casualties were heavy,
Our artillery engaged a number of eneny targets, Tac R ai=
craft at 0900 hrs discovered that bridzes 5, 6, 7, 8 and 11
on the BOGADJIM R4 had been washed away,by heavy floods and
that the road between bridmes 1 and 2 were under water,

RPSRERTTE L
o —

2. AIR ~ OWN (13 Dec) : P

) (a) EW BRITAIN - LINDENHAFEN PLANTATION, Thirty-seven Lib-

- eratora and twenty-TLour Mitchells, unable to get through to
their primary btargets at CAPE HOSKINS owong to weather, bambed
dumps and enemy occupied areas et RING RING end EINDENHAFEN .
Plantations, Bombing was accurate and many lgrge fires and
one large explosion was caused, 113 tons of bombs were dropped,

.
ikt e Ay i 90
. 1

(b) BOGADJIM ROAD, (ref map 2037 MADANG L miles to 1 inch),
Betweent 0845 and 0945 hrs thirty-six Bostons bombed and straffed
the BOGADIIM RA and dumps at DAUMOINA, OLD YAULA, KWATO and _
ATYAU (V05991) villages, 17 tons of bombs were dropped snd
the area was straffed but results were not observed,

(c¢) HUON PENINSULA. (ref map 2037 HMADANG L miles &o 1 inch)e
Bedween 0905 and 1000 hrs four Airacobras carried out a barge
sweep along the coast from FORTIFICATL ON POINT to SAIDOR.

Three Type A and seven other barges of various types were
“straffed and believed destroyed, The bridze over the YUPHA

R (WP8857) south of WEBER POINT (WP8760) was also bombed and "’
destrayed, :

(@) INTERCEPTION., Twelve enemy fighters, when attempting to
intercept ocur bombers over GASMATA, were engaged by the fight-
er escort. One enemy fighter was shot down without loss to

our aircrafi,

Signed at 22/ ¥ hrs, Z’/-ﬁ’wdlt_ : i
Co

GS

ot ~-;1
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(Information from 2000L/11 Deec to 20COL/12 Dec L43)
PART 1
: OPERATIONS
1, LAND ~ OWN AND FNEMY

AUST DIV
(ref maps SATELBERG and FORTIFICATION POINT 1/25,000).

’ On 11 Dec Y4 Aust Inf Bde made marked progress along
.the coast against crumbling opposition and mopped up enemy
parties in the'KILIGIA area, Patrols were alsc pushed well
Torth beyond the SOWI R, On the left flank in this sector
our’ troops advanced to the high ground north of TUHCH R,

In 29/L6 Bn area twenty-six enemy dead, as a result of the
previous day's asction, WePe @dunted, 22 Bn moved forward during
the day and A Coy witﬂ.one troop of t:unks gained a bridgehead.
over the SOWI R at 608774, The remairder of the Battalion was
then disposed D Coy at 612763, B Coy ¢13758 and C Coy at 618755,
A patrol from A Coy then moved ncrth snd reached the Cape at
609783, From here the patrol went 300 yards west without seeing
..  eny Japs., Enemy troops occupying the high ground at 600773, were un-—
able to impede either the constructior of a crossing over the
SOWI R or the unloading of supplies ard ammnition from barges
on COCONUT Beach (61676l,) lMeanwhile 27/52 Bn crossed the TUNOM R
and seized the high ground on the norta with A Coy at 607757,

-B Coy 609761, D Coy 605760 and C Goy COL755. BEarly in the
} morning A Coy ambushed 18 Jsps and killed 5., Further south
*A and B Coys’ 2/17 Bn relieved C and D Soys 37/52 Bn, opposing

. the enemy at 603750 and 602747, i

In 2t and 26 Bde sectors C Coy 2/32 Bn moved forward to

_ 5827244 and a patrol to the IIE reportes that there were maniy
agbandoned enemy positions at 584727. A patrol from 2/23 Bn
Yo the track junction at 540733 found about twenty enemy
with three IMGs, Two were killed and one wounded without loss

- 1to our troops and the enemy withdrew %o the north, At 1530 hrs
A Coy 2/2% Bn attacked the enemy position at 565728 from the
south, penetrated his defences and infliicted casualties besides
cepturing some equipment. The position was occupied and at last
light A Coy was at 565728, C and I Cors at 563728 and B Coy

‘I’a at FIOR, At 1900 hrs an enemy party vithdrawing from the east

-were attacked by A Coy and destrorved, 1o details of this
action are avallable,

. During the day our artillery sheiled enemy positions at
603773, 605770 and 603755, a suspceted enemy OP at 604735 and
_enemy moving at 568735, Tac/R reportu state that on 11 Dec there
was increased track activity on tne kunai spur between SOWI R and
SANGA R, and that the bed of SANG\ R was being used as a track,
A late report stated that on 12 Doc Ly Bde is continuing to
make good progess against scattered ovnosition, In the early
afternoon forward troops of 22 Bn recched 605785, Our tanks |
are being delgyed by trces across the track, but the engineers
are clearing these behind the foruzrd infantry, The beach at
608775 is reported to be suitable for landing craft,

AUST DIV
ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile scries),

On 41 Dec in 21 Bde sector 2/2 Par Bn moved to the LAKES
area (685582)," Our positions in the 3de area were shelled
intermi ttently throughout the day. Iz 25 Bde sector our
artillery shelle@ enemy delences near KESAWVAL and supoorted the
active patrol activity of 2/25 Bn, One patrol smbushed a

jperty of Japs at 508668 and inflicted six casualties, Other
patrols operating along the RAMU R towards KESAWALI made no
contact, A patrol from 2/2 Cav (Jommande) San to KULAU (319078)
reperted that the village was occupicd by about 4100 enemy with an
HMG in position for AA defence, The 3an is now concentrated
at FAITA (160817) with standing patrcls at all likely river

crossings and patrols forward to USINI (320915) and along the
RAMU R, )




~2- SEGRET
PART I Contd
1. -
2, SBEA - OUTi .
On night 14/12 Dec our FY boats sank three Type A barges
one~-guarter mile norin of the 3AHGA R, One 70-f% enemy barge

armed with a 20 mm gon cscaped. Our craft were subjected to

heavy fire from the shovv by one 75 mm ;un, four 20 mm guns and
L¥Gs, ' : o

3. AIR - OFH

(a) INTERCEPTION. Or 12 Dec eight Eitthawks on a fighter sweep
in the GUSAP area sncowritercd nine cnery bombers and fifteen Lighters,
In the ensuing engagonent Lo cnemy figh:ters and one bomber were
destroyed without 1c3s to our aircraft.
(b) DELAYED REPCRTS. Cn 10 Dac thirtecn Liberators bombed AA
positions and dumps wi GAFE CLOUCESUER, but clouds made detalled
observation difficult. Fourtcen Liherasors unable to locate
the primary torgess o5 04PF Gi.OUCESTER accurately bombed barge ‘
hideouts and duwps ot TAMEARIWA, One barge was destroyed and
a number of £ins gharted.

“0on 1% Dac bweniy-seven MItchells bombed the coastal area
near BORGEHN BiY,. Seaveral Ties were seen as a result of the
bombing, but rusuiis generally were not observed. )

I, AIR = BHNEMY

x 'hr:: 12 2

DUMPU aren, &t 0Z3 ¢ 32 one ency airersft dropped four
bombs on 25 Bde areca put caused neither damage nor casualties,

PART 2

S —— et vt B

5« BNEMY COB
(a) A coptured mup showed I Bn 80 Regt in a coastal delance
role in the OUI0EI areac 1t wvas throurn that this regt was
possibly in this arca,havinig been reforaed after the SALAMAUA and
LAE fignting. 43 2% is certain that pwotion at Jeast of II Bn
79 Regt was withdrazn from its coast defence role in the HUBIKA-
LAKON: area, I Bn &0 kegt muy have been moved south to meet the
new threat te the ensiys caasial positisns by our drive north from
GUSIKA. A capiucwd ducument shows 7 Ccy 26 Fd Ariy Regt to be
at KAHOMI, This coy was cisc in LAE, ’ .

{ 9 sust Div Int Sum No 25, dated 6 Dec)

Comment: I% is ouite nessidie " 7 Depct Bn" has been
incorpor =E28 in the rzformed 1 3n 80 Regt.

(b) A document taken Irom = deed Jap states that the relief of

20.Enpr Begt by 33 Inden Eame Regt was completed on 26 Nov,
{Fran ¢ Aust Div Int Sum No 25, dated

. 6 Dec).
e ’7W
Signed at /72 % s Ve o

GS.
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(Information from 2000L/10 Dec to 2000L/11 Dec L43)

OPERATIONS
1, LAND - OWN AND ERRMY

AUST DIV ‘
24 " {ref maps SATELBERG and FORTIFICATION POINT 1/25,000).
During 10 Dec in the ce&stal sector 4 Bde has advanced
another 1000 yards and has captured KILIGI4 (610773). “In
the morning A and B Coys 29/h§ Bn suppoirted by tanks moved
north from the COCOIUTS (avout 6176) and by 1300 hrs had
secured s bridgehead over an unnamed creek at 613767, At
1500 hrs A Coy with tank and artillsry support attscked north-
viard during a torrential downpour and after overcoming some
enemy opposition captured KILIGIA, Scattered enemy remnants
made an attempt at resistance but withdrew on the approach of
our tanks, The SOWI R was reached at 609773, In t he mean-
time B Goy moved west to the high ground at 609769 withoubt any
. signs of enemy activity beinsg apparent on the ridge, A Coy
: ‘ 37/52 Bn moved across the TUNOY R st 606756 and established
itself astride the track running alon; the north bank, The -
remeining companies of the battalion were in _contact witn about
one platoon of the enemy sirongly dug-in at 604750 with HMGs
and LGs on the flanks at 602752 and 6007L6, These positions
were engaged with mortar and artillery fire, A an@ q°¥s
09 Bn ecleared out the enewy pocket at 613757, It is estimated
that one company of the enemy with deep dug-ouss in the cliff
iPaces had occupied this stronsiy developed position and 1n all
ithe enemy lost 75 killed, Two IRiGs and several 1XMGs were oap-
'tured, The enemy, who were seen digzing at 605770 end 603773,
. gere shelled, - Heavy rain fell during the day end materially
nhampered movement on the tracks, The zood landing beach at
6?%%63,which was captured 9 Dec, is now in use &s a forward
supply point.
In 24 and 26 Bde sectors the patrcl from 2 i
was yesterday held up at 566727 mage contact wiﬁ%?tgg g?;ﬁPBn
patrol at 568728 at 1015 hrs.10 Dec.  The 2/32 Bn patrol is
still in contact with the aiédy astride the track at 566727,
' D Coy 2/32 Bn moved to 578722, A Coy 2/2L Bn attempted to
outflank the enemy position at 564728 to the south, but were
unsuccessful owing to the difficult terrain, The eneny are
reported to be occupying all practicable approaches to the pos~
ition from the east and west, The enemy posts were harassed
throughout the day by mortar and shell fire, ZExcept for one
- Jap at 548731, 2?%3 Bn patrols north of WAREQ saw no eneny.
The long range patrol from 2/L Cav (Carwando) Sgn, which moved
to JOANGEHG (358756, ref map KULUNGTUFU 1 inch to 1 mile) on
7 Dec, has returned to FASEQ {3837738). They found no enemy
there, but nativesreport that a party of Japansse, including
five officers, moved HE through the village on 7 Dec, On 10 Dec
adv HQ 9 Aust Div moved to 633725. HQ 20 Aust Inf Bde is now at
AUST DIV 621740 and 2/1? Bn is in the area 6273.
(ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series). '
During 10 Dec our patrols forward of the EVAPIA R made
contact with Jhpanese patrolling from their main position on
the ridge at 5169, but no material moves by th: enemy have yet
been disclosed. A party from 2/25 Bn waich is now established
on t he EVAPIA R ambushad an enemy party at 505674 and inflicted
20 casulties and two companies are operating Torward in the
general arcas 5265 and 5267, B Coy PIZ at 610562 patrolled the
north bank of the RAMU R to 500605 without making contact with
the enemy. Enemy guns shelled a number of positions in 24 Bade
area, but caused no damsge, At 0015 nrs 11 Dec the enemy abt-
tacked 2/16 Bn standing patrol at 687606, Cur tropuvs launched
a counter-attack with bayonets and the enesy were driven off,
[Gaeualties on both sides were light, A Tac R report of 10 Dec
jndicates that the BOGADJIM - YAULA R4 is clear with all bridges
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- intact, Five bridges, which had been damaged or demolished,
have been completely reconstructed,

5 _AUST DIV . ‘
T An ANGAU report (relisbility unknown) states that there _

" is a patrol of 15 Japsnese at HOGOBI villasge (location unknown
bu} presumed to be north of VANTOAT), The report adds that
the enemy patrol is using three missioa natives as gulides and
that they have been engaged in espionaze on behalf of the Jap=-
anese, The repcrt is being investigated, : ‘

On night 10/11 Dec our PT boats saik two Type A barges and
possibly damaged three mere sbout one-iuater mile north of
VWALINGAIL, The damaged barges made fcos the beach near this
point, At the time of the attack the baﬁg{;}g were moving

empty on a northerly course, Our crafi/¥figaged by heavy ll.On"
fire from the shore,

3. AIR - OVl (40 Dec)

(2) HUOH PENINSULA, In support of 9 Lust Div eight Marsuders
and nine Hitchells bombed suspected durp areas near HUBIKA,
The dump at 168134 (ref HUBIKA photomap) was accurately bombed,
12 tons of bombs Talling in the targst aresa, The bombing of
the plantation at HUSIKA,however, was inaccurate and the major-~
jty of bombs fell in the water adjacent to the target.

(b) SEGETIHGS. On 10 Dec one Beaufort sighted and attacked

a suspected submarine at 06,48 S, 150,25 E. Bambs vwere scen
to fall within 20 feet of the target end later a large dis—
turbance and patch of o0il were observed on the surface. The
submarine is believed damaged and possibly destroyed,

- o W’
v . Signed at 2229 hrs, ﬂ‘ Lt—cg%s
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OPERATIONS

1, LAND — OWN AND ENEMY

_ , AUST DLV
- _ zrei‘ maps SATELBERG and FORTIFICATION POINT 1 /25,000)
: ’ In the coastal sector enemy resistance along the
;  TUHOM R still continues, On 9 Dec, 4 and B Coys 29/46 Bn
* on the right advanced against opposition from small eneny
posts and secured a bridgehead over the river at 61676L,
‘whare nine Japs were killed, B Coy also killed twelve enemy
at 613757, and, after being relieved by B Coy 22 Bn at 613757,
pushed on to 615759, The pocket in the creek bed at 613735,
nowever, was not cleaned éut and was subjeoted to mortar and
MMG fire tkrcughout the day, G Coy 29/46 Bn was relieved
by A Coy 22 Bn at 612755 and then moved Tforward to 616759,
Purther to the west D Coy 35/52 Bn,which had foprced a crossing
of the river at €01754 on & Dec and had apparently withdrawn
laterjagain crossed the TUNCM R at 602751 but met stiff enemy
oprosition, Nine of the enewy were killed but sbeer ciliffs
prevented an advance to the high ground to the north, and the
.| company agein withdrew to the south bank of the river,
Subsequently they moved to €047L9 and the enemy position was
: then shelled, C Goy moved forward to 601746, but here also
. - the difficult and precipit .ous terrain made a river crossing
: impreoticable,
In 20 and 2} Bdes scctor a patrol from 2/15 Bn made
- contact with 2/32 Bn at the track junction 578717 where. there
. - Were mumerous abandened enemy positions, & 2/32 Bn patrol
i 7 moving RW along the track from here in an endeavour to contact
3 2/24 Bn, Wee. held up by r enemy dug-in at 566727 and the
pgs.‘égiglal L:as then heavily shelled, 2/15 Bn is now concentrated
a
< 1n 26 Bde area A and C Coys 2/24 Bn were in close contact
© with the enemy throughout the day at 563727, where a strong
. eneny post covered the track junction, _Enemy were seen to
be moving both ways on the track to the NE and were engaged with
artilliery and mortar fire, One platoon 2/2t Bn moved SE
.. through difficult country in an atiempt to outflank the enemy
' *  position, and at last 1ight were at 566726, Further west
L D Coy 2/2: Bn and B Coy 2/23 Bn drove the enemy fram the
high ground af 538718 and occupied BAZULUO, where a large
enemy ho?ital had been recently evacuated, The enemy
at 528716 were attacked from the rear at last light by a
G perty from 2/l Cav (Commando) Sgn moving up from ULUO, The
‘ enemy were taXen by surprise, thrown into confusion and fled

and our troops occupied the position, Patrols from 2/23 Bn
] covered the tracks in 5472 and 5572 without seeing any movement,
i Few signs of recent activity were epparent in this area,

AUST DIV
“(ref meps1 inch to 1 mile series)

The withdrawal of 2/6 Cav (Commando) Sgn less B and C Tps
tolENE R was completed in good order and with few casualiies,
B and C Tps were in contact with the enemy near KOROPA
(L64732) but eontinued: to-maké™s gradual withdrawal to MEND B,
It 48 gstimated .that there is at least one enemy battalion in
the KESAVAI aree, Two Coys 2/25 Bn are now established in the
area 5562 and are carrying out local patrols but have not made
contact with the enemy, 'To the west patrels fram 2/2 Cav
(CGommando) Saqn attacked enemy positions at ULILAT (345072),
but wore forced to withdraw by heavy cnemy fire, SUMAU (38899L)
and TABABU (1420963) were reported clear of enemy.

Tac/R reports from 9 Div state that the track from OLD
YAULA to 545855 appears to be used by MP, and that there are
signs of heavy use of the track as far as MATALOI No 1 (519828)
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14 LAND -~ OWN AND ENEMY Contd

1t is reported that the enemy is employing natives as
guides and is also using them to locate and report our disposit-
ions,

2, SEA « OWN |
(s) EEISS POINT, On night 9/10 Dec our PT boats sank 2 Type B

barges and destroyed 3 Type As four miles north of REISS POINT,
The ba_rges were on a northerly course,

gb) ENEERG POINT, On the same night our PT boats also sank
and destroyed one Type A barge and a larger one estimated at
100 feet long, The barges were lying to 150 yards off shore
to the north of HARDENBEERG POINT, All barges appeared to be empty,
Our craft c ame under heavy 37 mm aend 2C mm fire from the shore

5. AIR o OWN -
) BOGADJIM AREA
On morning 10 Dec eight Mitcliells and nine.Marauders bombed‘ |
bridges 7 and 8 on the BOGADJIM Rd, Five bombing runs weee made
over the target but no direct hits were observed, Bombs fell
.within 50 feet of the bridges end in vicoded area between the
bridges, Twenty-four tons.  of bombs werc dropped, :
’ Twenty-two Mitchells accurately bombed the village, supply
" and bivouac areas near YOKOPI, Several large eXplosions were seen,
.. Thirty~three tons of bombs were dropped,

Lo AIR = ENEWY - -
(a) DIMPU, "On night 9/10 Dec one enemy a/e¢ dropped four or five
bombs in 25 Bde area causing some damage - and casualties,
. No further details are available, P :

(b) FINSCHHAFEHN, A4t 18L0 hrs 9 Dec two enemy a/c dive bombed
and strafed the area about 621703, No damage or casualties
have been. reported, |

. 'signed at 2230 hrs ﬂ, .
' ' . - ﬁ Ltwcol
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" PART I
_ CPERATICHS
e -Lﬂm - OV AND EIEMY

AUST DIV

(ref maps SATELEERG and FORTIFICATIORSPOINT 1,/25000),

In 4 Bde sector further progress has been made despite
inereasingly stubborn resistence by ehemy rearguards,
It now appears that at last light 7 Dec the forward troops
had reached 615758 ~ not 615762 as previously reported,
Early on 8 Dec D Coy 29/46 En made contact with a strong
enemy position at 615759 and was bemporarily held up, ¥ith

. artil:ery and mortar support; however, the company attacked

. in the afiternoon and drove the enemy fram this position,
- inflicting severe casualties, One 75mm gun, one MG, sev-
: eral LMGs and other ecuipment were captured, Fighting
0 patrols from C Coy surprised a large enemy party at 613758 and
- Ikilled twenty-five, At last light 29/L6 Bn less C Coy was
. at 616760 with .C Coy at 609751, 37/52 Bn also pushed forward
2 and occupied positions gbout 6074 on the high ground to the
' W of 28/L6 Bn, while D Coy of this battalion forced a crosse—
ing of the TUNOM R at 601751. 1In this advance the precipitous
nature of the valley made progress difficult and slow. A
little further west enemy were seen to be digzing in at 601748
and 599750 and were heavily shelled, In additio s fired
upon a party of about sixty enemy moving north from the COCO-
HUT8 about 6176 and it is believed that casualties were in-
flicted During the day 22 Bn was relieved by 2/13 Dn and moved
into brigade reserve at 618751,

In 2. Bde sector 2/33 Bn supported by artillery and mobtar
concentrations made simultaneous and converging attacks from
the north and scuth on the enemy position on the 1600 hill at
579719 and stormed the feature, AL last light the battalion was
disposed as follows -~ A Coy 579719, B Coy 579717, C Coy 578715
and D Coy 579716,

i Further to the west, in 26 3de secior, A gnd 3 Coys 2/24
e Bn moved along the track NE from WAREO, but met a stirong enemy
= position covering the track junction at 564725, This posi-

.- tion was then shelled and engazed with mortar f:re, At last

- light about fifty enemy movinz SV dovn the track were ambushed
and many were killed, Meanwhile D Coy, moving west from WAREO,
found the enemy at 537719 B Coy 2/23 Bn then moved forward

o ju1 support and the two companies in a curbined assault captured

. the position, In the sharn fighting near KUANKO from 4 to 7
lDec more than eighty ene iy have now been counved,

(NOTE: It nowsmpears that the 2/23 Bn captured WAREQ

at 0915 hrs 8 Dec - not, as stated in Int Report No 60,
at 2000 hrs 7 .Dec, Tne battalion vegan to.move forward
at first light on 8 Dec_and was supzorted in its attack
by mortar and MHG fire,)

AUST DIV
ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series) .

On 8 Dec eremy patrol activity was on a greatly increased
scale on our left flank and a thrust in streagth has also

developed against KESAWAI (4B82690) necessiating a general
withdrawal of our screening troops. Simitaneously the
enemy has attacked 28 towards the 25 Bde front and has made

somé progress .
On 8 Dec Bn the extreme left a patrol from 2/2 Cav { Commando)

Sqn found enemy at AMINIK (402020) end ULILAL (3L5072), neither -
of which was formerly occupied by the encmy,

-1-
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LAND - Ofli AND ENELY (Contd)

ATR — OWH (9 Dec)

Barly in the day. th:; enemy atiacked our OP at Y54775, bub

[ were driven off with casualties,  During the morning, 5oweVer,

the enemy gained control of our L of C to ISARTBA (L52747)

and cut off one of our patrols in that area, At 2005 hrs

8 Dec EQ 2/6 Cav (Commando) Scn at KESAWAL was surrounded,

but fouzht its way out and withdrew SE towards the EVAPIA R,

Further east a PI3 standing patrol about 5567 was attacked :

in force at first lizht and withdrew after 1iflicting losses i

on the eneny, The enemy hasg alsc vezun to prepare defences -7

on tne ridge about 5169, and Tac R rep ris this morning indic-

ate that there at least 300 Japanese engazed in tinlg work,
During 8 Dec the forward areas held by 21 Bde were shelled

by the enemy with suns believed to be of greater calibre

than the 75mm type previously employed in this sector,

a) HUON PENIKGULA. Barly in the morning nine Bostons
bomoed and straffed tha coa-tal track from MASAVENG
R mouvh to WANDOKAIL villaze. A number of buildings
were destroyed and bombs were observed to fall in the
target arcas, Ten Mitcliells oombed a barge offload-
inr point and dumps at IIUDIKA, Fiftesn tons of bambs
were dropped,

(b) BSORGEN BAY., Thirty-thres Mitchells bombed and straffed "
gumps .aiid bivouac areas in #02GET Day from a minimum
altitude, Resul s were nov obssrved,

(c) GAPE RAOQULT - FBIN TAY. Ei/uteen Mitchells carried out
a vomoing and strafiing miss:on on dunps, bivoiac areas
and AA positions from Cape RAOULT to REIN 3ay.

T

DELAYED REPURTS = NE/ LRIZAIN AREA.

(a) 0n 6 Dec twenty-ons Kitiyhawks bombad asud straffed
targets on WULAT Island negr Daps HOSKINS, U7 bombs
were dropped aad 7,000 rds of ammunition were expended,

One barge was straffed and vurnit and ssveral huis were
destroyed,

(2) On 7 Dec fifty XKittyhawks accurately bdombed dump areas '
near GASKEATA, Several fires were started,

ENEMY 003 ‘

Rifle tabs tsken from enemy killed during nicut 6/7 Dec at

" XETOBA (ref USIGINA sheet 1 inch to 1 mile, Lhi8766) belonged

to 239 Regt, » This is furtier evidence that scme part at

least of this regiment has been commiitted on the 7 Aust Div

front, The first indication that part of 239 Regt was in the

area was obtained on 16 Nov, wien two similsr tabs were Tfound

on Japanese rifles captured at AMINIK {ref DAGASIN sheet

1 inen tec 1 mile, L400022) (See 2 Aust Co.ps Iat Report Wo U48) -
From this last ldentificaiion it secms likely that the prese

ent sironz torust towards KESAVAL and the EVAPIA R is being

made by 239 Rezt. : _

Signed at 133 Ohrs, | ﬂ'%
S

-2-_
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OPERATIONS

1, LAND - O AUD EHEMY

2 £788 DL

- (ref msps SATELSERG and FORTIFLCATION POILT 1/25,000)

On 7 Dec Lt Aust Inf 3Bde continued. its steady advance in the ~
coastal sector. B Coy 29/L6 In pushed forward gzainst oppes-
ition sfromot snipers and small enemy posts to 515757 waere
they were 4eld up by fire from an enemy rosition at 617757.

The enemy zere were heavily shelled and finally driven out
by A Coy, walch attacked from the S, D Coy passed throush
A Coy and wmoved to 515762 where thesy were in close contact
at last lizat, A Coy were then at 517750, 2 Coy at 617760
and G Coy at 613752, The tank advance was delayed by powerfully
built.up mines buvied on the track and diTficult to locate and
one tank was badly dsmagzed, To-day Turiher pro;ress was made
against persistent and stutbarn opposition and several eneny
positions held in some strengtn were discovered on the line
of TUNOQY R, :

In the 24 nde sector 2/32 5n with artillery and morbar suplrord
pressed nard on tkz enemy on the 1300 feature (579745) and
at 1600 s our troops were holding the eastern slope in clcse
contact with the enemy on the western slope, At last lizas
B Coy was at 530719 with A Joy at 550713 send C Coy et 530717,
Barlier a patrol from © Coy to the track junction at 576710
enzazed an enemy post on the hiza cround &o the nortn and
jnflicted casualties. Tais morninz 2/32 Zn again attacked
and seized twe whole of tae 1000 feature. The enemy was forced
to withdraw ani the navtalion is now patrolling to The west, -

Tn tae 26 nde sector 2/23 Zn mopped upn the enemy position
at 554712, killing 12 Japs and capturin- some equipment,
o/9l 3n recorganised on PBEAK 3IZI. and our Torward patrols
intercepted sevsral ensny partvies movins north towards HAREQ,

- i At one point 24 enemy were killed without loss to our iroops,

fLater 0 and D Coys moved west to the track KTATINGRO-JARZE0
“but found exnemy holdinz the southern approaches to WAREO in
strengin, At last 1izht A Soy was at 552713, C Coy at 43715
and D Coy at 5U9715. At 2000 ars 2/23 Tn made 3z night atfack
and captured 7AREO. At first 1izht & Dec 2/2h Un advanced
throusn WAREO to the IV astrids the track and despite studborn
dedkying acticns forced its way forward to 562723 where it is
now in close contact with & stronz ensmy Cearguard. A
Cav (Comzando) Scn patreol found an enemy positicn on the knoll
at 51270L just south of ULUQ, The position was then suelled
by our artillery and this morning the Sguadron occupisd the
village and a patrol pusiaed forward and engazed the enemy in
front of DAZILUO (535715). Meanwhile on 7 Dec the long ranie
atrol from the Scuadron towards KULUNGTUFU reached JOATGEITT
358756, ref map KULUKGTUFU, 1 inch to 1 uile). No signs of
recent ensny occupation were Tound,
During the day our artillery fired 2,L00 rounds in suprort
of our gorward troops.

AUST DIV _ N
{ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series) _

On 7 Dec there was more acbivity on 7 Div front. than has
been aperent Tor some time, Enemy artillery shelled 2/l 3n
area and Gestroved an ammnition dump, Our guns replied and
engaged these enemy positions, A patrol from 2/27 on followed
the brack nsrth of 739651 ( ref map PATPA, 1/25,000 series)
through vory difficult cowmtry, A recomnaissance patrol from
2/6 Cav (Commando) Sc¢n at L33860 was ambushed by the enemy
and withdrew after sufferinz some casualiies, An enemy patrol

. sprung one of our hooby traps at 455775 and inmediately fled,

i leaving arms and ecguipment, At first liznt 8 Dec aboul 50 enemy
atbacked forward elements of B Coy PI5 in the area 5569, but no
details are available, Later, enemy wers reported to be digzing
in on tue ridze about 5169. This ridge is reported to dominate
the RaiU R valley as far as The FA0A R,

e
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2. SEA - OON . A
On might 7/5 Dec our PT boats sank one type I barge 9 miles
SE of REISS POINiT, and destroyed one type A barse on the beach,
The -enenmy returned our fire, At the time of the attack the
barces were moving north and appeared to be unloaded,

3¢ AIR = OWN - )
"~ fa) LUON PENINSULA. At 1130 hrs ten Marauders bombed dump areas
east of WANDOKAT villase, The target was difficult to locate

. owing to low heavy cloud and our gircraft were forced to make
bombing runs at low altitude, Accurate observation was not
possible, IPiftcen taqns of bombs were dropped.

At 1105 hrs eleven Mitchells accurately vombed a vivouac

* and suprly srea east of XALA3A, One fire was observed as
the aircratt left the tarzet, Thirbtsen tons of bombs were
dropped, :

(b) WEW SRITAIN (ref strat maps, L miles to 1 inch)

Six Dostons.carried out a barze sweep from CAPE PEIYO {(XNO245)
to CAPE AINTO (XNili23) from a minimum altitude, Hombing

~ was reported- to be accurate and several probably stores
buildings and the villaze of KUMDUM (X373021) ware strafed.

(c) NEW IRELAND, During nizht 6/7 Dec twenty-six Fogufonts é
bomped and strafed the strips, dumps and dispersal areas at :
TORPOF (152,50 B, 03.50 S), All bombs were seen to fall
in the tarjev areas and lar:e fires were started. 'Two
explosions wers ssen and the villaze of 303POP is reported
to have been completely zutted by fire, Twenty-one touas of
bombsWere dropped and 1100 rounds vwers expsnded,

Eagr _ 2

b, EIFAMY 003
A Pw belonging to 8 Sty of 3 Un 25 Fdd Arity Rezt has ziven
same informetion which appesrs, so far as it can be checked,
to 2e fairly accurats, At the same time details are treated with
reserve if Tor no ovher rezson than that they have been volunt-
eersd by a PV, a

(i) LOVEMENPS., P& stated that 77 ma suns were brousht from
MADANG Yy barges, All taree suns with O Bly were destroyad,
nut one was obtained rom 9 by, waich in turn secured a
oun from 2 In, ’

e confirmsd that 1 Dn remsined at ERIMA and that remmanis ‘l’
of 7 Bty, which had 5:zn at LAE (whers its uns were lost)
eve now at SI0,
(Commsnti A later location iz ziven in 2 Aust Cozps Int
Report o 57, para 4 (3)).

(1i)ORGAWISATION, . PW. stated that thers two kinds of
organisation, namely “KO" aad YOTSUY, In the "KO" Regid
sach battery has four type 94 (Sic) 75 mm mountain guns and
uses. pack horses, The "OTSU" Rert has only three suns per
pattery and no horses, 26 Fd Arty Reft is such a rssiment,

Ee said that shortaze in line batteries was fillsd by
1R Scudl solaiers,

0f 150 men in PW's vattery, forty to foriy-five most of
wnom were ill and were-left at MAANG and 50 were killed at
SISI, leaving adbout 50 efrfezciives,

EQUIPMENT, Besides tne three muns meaitioned there wers 30
rifles per batiery for prottction and 10 rifles with the
ammunition train,” Officers and NCO's carried pistols,
Gumners were {OT used as infTantry,

Signed at'2200 hrs ' %ﬁy‘g‘ A
L 7. ) Lt-col
| : , s
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(Information fram 2000L/5 Dee ©o 2000L/7 Dec l+3)
ELRY T :
OPLIARIO0HS

Y

LAID ~ O AND BiERY:
9_ZUST Div B
ref maps SATFLIERE o FCPPIFICAYION P 1/25000)
On 6 Dec in t:e coustal secior L Just InF “ée made s00d
prozrass.  D-Cory 29/h€ 2w advanced frem She creak 18746,
but were held up by siren< enemy cpnozition at 6177&7. Mearn-—
wiile 3 Cory moved a"lo 1~ a tzgel: to 1:"‘- 7es% to 616747, ond
p_otn cfozrsz.\:-.m 28 then atitackead, ith siron: artillery surnord
ey arove $as enemy ascihward and O Coy pashed 'f‘o“\"a'*a to :
621752, Evidsnce of a plan.‘au saenyy witudrawel in this sec-
]r.nr wag Lousd at 619749 wasrs o 70mm sua, dismantled and ready
or traunsport, was czptured. 4% the zame’ tlr‘e C Coy ad"aﬂced
to 611{.1’47 mue_ clca**lng a poa% at 6157L7, 4 Coy then lean-
Iros:-ed tironish 33 Goy and dms'--i*" persistent onr ns:n.m.on fﬂo*n
e‘.lem:-,' sniers and LI nosis ed 617754, Thick junzle
c

in ji:hi:.s arsa mr;de mop Ain - ':m Y uls,  IMemerous creek cross-
m;-_'f &e:lay_::f:t- whe ;-:'o;.u &40 & iz '1!{3, whlca yere therczlore
}umule ns_w.Le'paru in ¢ y s Fi-aving, althoush one woop
was oble ©o et forward ta 616745, &% 1300 nrs 5 Coy 22 om
cleared t:ie eneny pocket ah 619734, 37/52 on tlontinued to
nrovide the fl.z-ﬂ’—- naT a.‘:c‘i . Coy movaad to 80Q7L42, Here

20 Jdaps movin:- norsa -: o vell-used Track were ambished ana 10
eiey, ineluding. 2 0fficers, were killecd wit:out loss vo our
roons ‘At Ob'.lO o 7 Dee G Cor 29/Li6 Tn comaenced to move to
61'77_}2 ang O Coy 37/ 52 Ln advanced towzrds 607750,

In tae 24 Iife seetor 4 and 2 Coys 2/32 Tn madge an encireling
movenens ts oubflaml: ti.e =nesy wosition at 581716 to the noxrth,
but *"';e sulte "wi: mig pravented by & sheer cscarpment, The
cueniv's pos:iicn hRovevsr, was E-urasc;c.d t’:_mu‘.‘ouu the asy by
artiilery and mortsr fire and by our sniners,

Iin the 20 ,-ue area on & Dec 2/‘15 on wit 1uten.se ar tilliery
sun.ort foreed thcenemy ofx ©he ridre at 5o 707 anc © Coy
seizsd the ;3 ition whle: qu Tounté to coagist of 50 dssp fox
1oles, A pairol to the aorth Jound sn enemy past at 579715,
wniecn was tien havily s'uellna.

In the SATEQ sector 2/23 un r‘onpsllcd the eremy to retire
from 5,6;11, a pculq_gn which had been tnder zonstart artillery,
mortar and ¥G fire for the prsvious thres Gays, An enein;
position IV of KUANEQ was harassed o ,r'nllle"'" ané mortars
throuzhout the day, 2/2l Sn in & tic-days sutflanking move-
ment to the sguth of KIATKO farced thwe:> way throudt pracip-
itous country covi &4 withdease juazle ana capbrred PE:#X : 111
(55271") vith three coys, At 1700 s A Coy movcd SE down the
L track ¢ nu. ato-rked the pear of the eneay nosition WY of KUANKO,
' killins siz, Pie conpany remained as trids the track and was
sti1l in close contact at last liyat, At 200C nrs a party of
ASMYT, atteupting to move I from near XUalkQ0, was_ear aﬁed by
A Doy ana dis; mraea g ter sufferinsg C"'"‘nlulf-‘ﬁ. During t.'.e
Ill"u D Coy weld PEAK Hill and C Coy vas at 51;9713. 20 15

croing ( “Dee) the area KUAIKO to PEi% #ill was cl-ared of
e-.\.r.J' ai'ser 12 Japs kod neen killed and an LEG canitured, One
coy 2/23 Da and one coy 2/2h Ta sre repotued to be movin to-
yards WAREO, :

.Jﬁ)

o i 0 CIY

On 6 Don Tae R showet that thers was consideravle track
ac’c’ivit:; 1+ e LAEONL area and that the tracks i the vieinity
it DEG and KILIGIA s ou si s ol rececnt hesvy use.

-7 AUST TIV (wef map DUMPU 1 1
On 6 Dec cacay artvil.e.y shcll
Qur muns enjaed an eadsy poslulad

/15 Ln areas.
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PART I (Gontq)
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SEA = OVN (ref strat maps b imiles to 1 11\ch)

a) [FE’ FRITAIN, On ni-ht 5/7 Dec our PT boais on natrol
saik an cnemy MT3 gne milc east of PULIE R mouth (a7
5028), The vessel aspesred ta ve escorted ané as
semmted to escane when si- -xted.

(b) 1m0 Sum BA, Our cowsisl patrol craft attacked Tour
I"r"*a A oar-.€8 in DOAFER Day (AL2h), Two were sunk
and bwo othsrg fau*-o,,rw 0 hc beach,  Whe durzes
vers lpaded at the tine and m movin: socth,

."tIR - 0-.-1

) FICH PELNULA. O

-

d:d ‘strarisd vill

cwoznins, 7 Dee sleven _ostons bambed
o5 aud o cozstal oo cl' Trom TATDORAT
-

to KUZENL, IT'"-.- s of baiha srere (ranned, and twenty-
vires stralfing w3 -85 wers WNads,. On . r‘al::mn of aiicke

WS observed from UZEN and villa-es of AGO and VALINGAT
ars repastcd baglyr dd,n,\‘ EC,

(o) VE AR, On 7 Doe four thunderdolits wiilst cewryiss out
a 11 ;-.:tc s*‘s,,,_ sver B an wers indercepicd by ei-teen
to tweuty € eu alzenalft. Tra o Gy ﬁ?’CI*aft werc
'deflnlte" ¥ ue“tro*-rr.*d and 06 NTou .-l;" destrayed, Qu: .
lorses weos nil, .

(c) QUADIIN-YAULA RA. A% 0900 hzz S Dee oirhit Airac_'.qbras
Ted in by . oomerain s bomseh a6 dcatroyed Mo, 5 bridru .
on the .JOCADJT‘ d,

(a)CAFE GLOUCESIER., On 7 Dec forir—-me Liberators ac-
curacely Jo':uc—,-.- sh ne3itions e daunps in gicinity of
Ha 2 strip, Tlowmbia was oavy and eancent -atca, 1!49

to:*.s bcin'-: s L,-'cd
(8)..C 5 2 7 Dee gleo &z enasbal areu in vicine
Iu:f'-'\l SoatEr "ia.; anf. cast teo KOXCPO was beorsed and
gtiarled by Tifty-one Hiteuells, Oile barre was 1lsf%
sinkiag, but ot c..v:z.c:e “e""-.n.“c.s were not aogerved
(£)ZaiB SEEPS (ref stxut m:ls Iy nnlaspts 4 _:mc}_’l) .
moo » Dee T—=s eauli nters aid two aston
%l;msr(;l}'u a1 Barre svesd Ifrca ADLID Bay to LI E’I—TE*LAFI:’J'I
(near GASMATA) and from ?..,xm;-"‘or, Pt (¥P1259) 5 Ozpe
HOSKINS from minimum altitude, Fine hombs wer'e dropped
and 5600 r »mnds expended in 8%, 'f ing,  One 140/50-%ton
bzat was d(—:si"‘a'fe& by a Cirect it uund anotnse 50-Tt
ull"‘" # eraft left bodly Ganw al, ‘

_.-Ju

AIR - ERMNY )

FINSCHARFEN area, - At 1940 hrs 6 Dee two gnosy aireraft
attacked Line? . S37ip at DUWMIU.. Our A4 s miad i..,u, aircrart
whici took evasive .action, Four 500-1b bonbs were dropned

clear of tiic gtric qiu caused neitrer dama e nor casualties,

EHELY STRENGT .

It is *r'e'mrueu by 9 Aust Div today wht g captured docu-
ment Aves e Cus sualsies sustained 'oy IT Tn 75 Re- t fram 13
to 31 Oct as the following :-

| .Killcfl srounded Total :
Offl cels 5 12
ORs :!- 2230355
13 255 3653

Another document states that the strenzth of this batitalion
(incl Y2 Coy zad Iin Gun P1l) on 15 Hov was

0l ficers 17
Qzis L7h




" RART II (Conta)

B,

SECEET

EHEMY_STRENGTH (Contd) _
Commeat: According: to a summarJ of cantured documents
Trom 9 Aust Div received b this I on 27 Oct the strength
of II ®n 79 ezt on arrival in the SATELDERS=30NGA area
onn 13 Cet was 1042 51l ranks, It thus ap-edrs that total
casualties from sickncss frem 13 Oet to 19 I'ov plus battle
casualties Tran 1 to 15 Mov were 186 a1l ranks, ir,
however, @ll these wel  molariz cacualties tue averaZe
wasta; ¢ pfm viesk would de 3,7%; On the othe: hand it i
kiown that the battalion was in contact curin~ ths ﬁcrlod
1 to 15 Tov., 1T is clcen, nhc;e;o“e, $1at sqme u::nle
casnalti- s vould nave Jc,n susvained,

ETEY DISFCSHICHS, (»ef 2 iust Coros Int Ronort ol 57, para lt)
A coptursd mnap showps Whuat the defence of HUITRA zﬂot VANDOKAT
as previously @ep »ted) was included in the taszks assizned to
IT n 79 Ret. The error was onjarently caused by the snemy
“using she steat man,

Sisned at 22 35 hrs, W
. I col
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1, LAID ~ OVl AND ENEMY

- SEORET

2_AUST GORPS INFSLLIGENCE REPORT ifo 58
(Information from 2000L/5 Dec to 2000L/6 Des . 143)

axl A
OPERLTIONS

9_AUST DIV - | .

(zef waps SATELIEBRE and FORSIPIC,TICE POIET 1/25,000)

At 0730 urs 5 Dec, L Zde beszan an attack no-thwards in the
coastal sector, After a heavy artillsry doncentration 29/46 bn
sunorted by tanks aittacked stron: eneny vositions coasisting
of bunkers and Tox lloles porfscied by wine fields at 623739,
alter eavy fisating, in which the tanks helped to reduce
the bunkers, tae advance continued to 522741, where o second
enenyy HJasition covsrin: the aorth banXk of the creek was .
encounttered, This josition was attacked and the enesyr driven off,
The .11 then resumsé the advaace aainst oprosition from snipers
and swall eneiy Docksts, During the moin aGvance an snewy
pocket at 519738, which :ad been oy-passed, was labter mopped
up by i Coy 29/45 Tn, 4t last li-hit D Coy was dug in dlong
tue creek at 610745 with A Coy at the track juuetion 519743
and the _.n less the two Coys at 522739, One of our tanks with
damazed tracks and one bulldozar were temdorarily pub out of
action by mines, A8 a T¥lank juard for the advance up the coast
3 Coy 37/52 n poved o 508733 and tiien patrolled north and
west,” This woranin; (5 Dee) 29/L5 n resumed the -advance against

opoosition,

———

In 2k lide area at Lirst 1i:hi 5 Dec 4 ané © Coys 2/32 on
attacked an eneny nosition at 589715 zné zsfter a brief
Tizat drove ths enery out with casualiies. Fishting patrols
from 2/43 >n killed some o7 the regtreatini enemy; The advance
west conbinmed to 383715 vhere an eneny position was loeated
and taen shelled,

In 26 Lge sector ths saemy still cccupies the hizh sround
north of XUANKO vut on 5 Dec made no further attack on 2/23 In,
Qur snipers inflictcd several casualtiss on the enemy, and
enemy Dositions were sl.ellad during the day, A Coy 2/2L Sn
advanced west throuzh danrerously precipitous country to
553709, The 2/l Cav (Co:rzando) Sqn patmol towsrds KULUNGTUFU
reached FASEO (36377¢ ref 4 inch to 1 mile series) on 5 Dec,

During the day our sriillsry fired 3,600 rouads in support
of the Lorward troops. An eneny position at 594707 was Glso
harassed, |

Tac/R reports state that there aze seven MGs in pits at
585796, and that the coastal track north from MASAVENG R
is very well worn.
7_AUST pIV

On 5 Dec a 21 Tde patrol rezorted that slisht damaze to the
road was caused by the air strike, They reportad that Dridze
5 which was partly demolis=azd in the previovs day's raid had
been cowplstely ropaired and the road recoasiructed,

1

2, SEf = O°H

On nizht 4/5 Dee our PT boats sizated Pive bundles, each
of 200 bays, containinz »ice, soya, flour and weat extract,
and thrge rafts with bozcs, belisved to contain ammunition,
suspended below, It is believed that this was the dsck
cargo of a submarine, The whole was destroyed.

3¢ AIR = O

BUCH PENINSULA

In sup.ort of 9 Aust Div, nine ZTostons succéssfuliy vombed
and strafsd enemy occupied 2reas north of KAMLAZIDY POLNT,

- Four strafin: passes were made cnd 27 bombs totallinz lj tons

vere dropnesd on the tarzet area.

At 0315 hrs itwelve Mitchells bombed dump areas at LAKONA
and XKTLIGIA, . Sombing was excellent bub heavy smoke obscured
cbservation of results, Four Lishtninis as part of the
fighter escort strafed a fuel dump at LAKOHA,

\—1-
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el SECRET

HE" ?.ﬂITnITT
RATAUL - Durin: the nizht L|./5 Dec twenty-ecisht ,:eaulorts

autached ahiT\rL in SLANGSE TAY and dumps and disnsraa

at LaXUNAI, 19 tons of bombs were drop_ed in the itarzet urea,

resulting in firce visible for twentv-flve ‘miles,

"~ Ia torpedo attacks on the shippinz one 7,000/10,000 ton
tanker received a dirzet hit and was lelt burnin-, Three
other torpedocs were Tircd Ml resulis were not observed,

G325 ..1..0u.u.am.k — Pdority-two Liverabtors bombed .dunr arcas

Zcas

..

in vieivwity of CAlZ JLOUCB3THZ, Lombin: was accurace and 153
_tons .of aombﬂ vere aropsed Hut osservation of »asulis was obscurad

by .8moke and clouc‘i

- DOREEE 3AY - Yhirdy ¥itcliells bombed tho coastal area at
© DOHGELR AY. Some huis wers observed des’c'ﬂoved but =esults
zengrally Ws>c ovdscured Ly - clowd,

'ja""l

a2nH — Bisteen ultc’o.alla vombad du:: in wi i ity of ARAE

but resulis could act be ascertained,
he 5IR = E@mAMT
E‘II:.:C'. N 4

T Lt 2020 ars 5 Dec an encuy aircratlt m.o:n 206G gix bombs HE

cof EAUNXOC cauurx_ s1i 0t dama ¢ aad casualtiese At 2110 hrs

- anothsr wlgne d&r "’o;)‘-w.. 0 bomv in the sea ofi‘ ‘-Ilf.aC‘ﬁn-.lhli.
LiE

T At. 2100 ars 5 Dee one eneay aireraft Sropsed six bombs south

of 1{.‘:\1111..::_!.4 SuI'l") ot.t cau::ednelt €2 daszie nor casualtics,

Sisned atpng"o s - ) oo /tt.d{'

a—
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(Information fnam 2000L/k Bec to 2000L/5 Dec’ L3)

¥

PART I
OPBRATIONS
1. LAWD = OV 43D FIHY
AUST DiV L
ref maps SATELSERG =nd n\,:aulc-.-rzoz: Pt 1/2_)600)

On b Dec D Coy 22 Bn found extensive enewy :os8itions con-
istin: of hnkers and foxholes from 618739 o 624739, In
adalulon four rovs of tank-attack minec were Giscove sd across

the trzck at 622739, Ths ensuy sosibtions were heavily shelled
by our a~ty, The tguk CL05511J over the KALUBHG R. w&EsS Ccom-

pleted by 1¢00 s and one vrogn of tanks advanced to ihe north
bank, At 0730 nrs %odar 29/45 In. wituh sank sup_ort autacxcd
north up the coast ans L-uvy fi %$in; was Teported to be
prozress ab 6&2?1;1,

In the 24 Sde area on 4 Dec o and D Coys 2/43 In outflanked
enemyr positions at 539717 to the oOLt1 aind by 1330 hrs had
secured & pi idion astride ihe track abt 305716, At 45415 hrs
' an eneny party aooT ;cﬁ'"ﬁ from the west was ambvushed, sceveral
bein: killed ang the remuinder dispersed aad thes sudjected to
mortar fire, BEneny . uag ab 579715 Tired Wi shells into the
area around 52571l ﬁithcut causin:g casruzliizs, They wzre then
neutralized oy our cousber bHatitery fire, The enemy oosition
at 539717 was also suellzd,

In 20 Zde s:cuor 3 Cor movea norti. . from JI0HCORA throurh
denge jun~le with che objsct .of CLEulJ. the track in rezr of
the enemy pasitisn at 50h?07, 444 at lest 11,Jt liad regched
502712 wﬁ11, D Cor hid 2avancsd to 3u6[01. ihe ey position
at 584707 was wrow it undsc asavy 2riéy, mor tar and MG. fl
tnrnu =out the ‘uay,

In 25 &de arsa tue eneny Guill maints 1-eP DIEasute on our pPos-—
itionz at KUAFXO hut th-es = temyts 7 e s.aewmy to aviack from

the north woerz ovoken up by arsy fire, 4 patrol to 517690
, -I enzaocunter3d an SACLY D2 cl and kills@d tazcse without loss,
& _ PI: scoubs renoried that thers are she. J at 515597 znd that =2
h-£% wide’ track in t=at arse is we
2/li Gav(Comuaando) Son to LULUFATUT
- : 1 mile scries),
e During thue day our arty sup. corted our {orvard troops and
P stelled saemy at WAREO in She TAGOOK du: m srea (S170) and at
LIG T SICIMY i3S at 579715 and ovhasn at 620752 were
also shelled.

r—

7]
v

}

ell uss ‘Fi:e patrel Irom
T resl. ud 395715 (ref 1" to

2- AIR - OWI

T Dizect support for 9 Ausi Div: Setween 0300 hrs and 0830
hrs six Dnstons cuccessiuliy bombed enemy c-cupied arsas north
of KAMLAGIDU Pt, . Twenty—six strailfing passes were made and
three tons of bomwas dropred,

S0GADIIH, Road: Ten Mitchells and ei-ht Morgudens bombed

i brigdzes on G.g s 0GADIIH Ré “1t- Song Succens. Only onec bridse

is repsrted to have rcceives direct hits but bombs Pell in
wooded arcas in close prozimity to otaer tarrets, 2y tnons of
bombs wer: lropped.

HE® BRITAIN: Forty Liberators -omoed G:n@ and AA positions
in wvicinity of Ospe GLOUCESTER. iz fires were starded and
neavy smoke obscurcd the target area. - One sgn reporved direct
hits ont an AA position,

|- -,_~.'

Se AIR — FIEMY .
At 2050 n g.Dec one enesy aireroft bombed the area north
of the Sbrlp 53} causin; some casuelties but no damaies
: 4% 2105 hrs oae aireraft dropped six bomds.in the see off
- - KOLZE 16&6571) causin,; nelther damaze nor castzltuies,

-t
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PART _IT

L, ERY 00D
Oneration - Orders of 2 Bn 79 Rert to pruvent allied lsndings
were captured in tie DOHGA area o 29 Lav 15, The orders cover
. the eriod 12 $o 20 Iiov gnéd contain: the Tollowing t=
g 12 Nov h3 :
Ligin strenth 2 ©n vags te tal\.c up a posivion from
near t“e s-ut: vank of the MASAEEG R to "ANDOKAT
B and to rison LARQOT
. A Guard U*llt at KANOKI was to con %rol a line along
the smll stream sast of AGO,
(")_) Coy with lita suns, GF ;un ond ome /T Sis See
attached yas stationed at LAw0iih,

(ii )6 Coy wes to cct as KASAUTENG Defence Unit with
nart ont thiz morth banll and mein sitrensth on the
soutl bank. ‘I'as}:: $o prevent lasdinz or land at-
sack, -

, {iv) 7 Coy wita'itn guns uas o become the LAKONA

Defence Unit with main strensth on the north bank
of the SAFGa ZI anG a Getachmcnt in the viciaity of
.-.-.un.Ol.u villa 'e, Tle cormany btesk included the
protcetion of the ailezdin: poind,

.o (v} © Goy witi atuached one GF Section was bo, de the

] 7 TAFDCKAI Defence Unit with part of the force av

TATDOXAL, and the isain stronstl av o village about
~a6 mile Tumiter south, Pask included protection
of The anioa ~inz Daing, :

(vi) Tatezin. nosis were to be sstailished on the points
of tne Capss o the “=0“ -; oi‘ LAXOh, soulh of the
FaSs BEG R., @il@ south GAIDOKAT,  Provision

as alsc maae Tor coustal _.at.!.olu.

.

Yaso
(vii) The Battuli-n Gua P1 v:s to feke up a position ia
- ’ tme vieiaisy of the Cipc on e soutih: side of tae

EASS SN R wit: thie oo ceific task of destroring
allied torpcdo woats,
(viii)"O*"er Taisa" were ©eo take up pasitions at the
goutl Loun ef e montl of tic 'r'_:,.;A"EiI{'r R toa
20int socub Aol a wllo wy S o e,

(o) 1k fiov b3
(1) Thmez +mn of She Red Gua Coy wer: to cus under

comnand 2 Dn,
(ii) ‘“The Mir Guns sttached to LAIOHA Defence Unit were
o prﬂc"c& to Xab T chose ther were b3 come unde
cxmd 7 Dty 25 Fa arty zZet.
2 it Coy Camd was to Gs Daten o3€ jgl::tcon (2 -;-'u.ns)
t0 WIDOAT Defence Unit Camb vio was v
zectian To MaSA I‘f 211 e 7BuUsST o L.-J.Om
Dsfeace Unit, i pemzinGen of She CIDARY Was
to clear che j!lll-'_llb fram D 2868001y poind to
MABA"ELG Dei‘a:.ce UniGe .
Gomment' The Torce.was in potitinn by 20 lov I3 but it
sted by 9 ;u.;u Div tnat ab least nard was withe

is gwy 8t ! . v
drawin follmﬂm viie failure of Vi€ €noWy G auuack along
) the cosastal St"‘l'} on 22 linv, “
(c) adminisiratin fates include-. the ©-1lowins insiruec-

tions - s

wmmtibion will be odbiiinsd Trom -!m:JOﬂaI. Then

o hnsWIcHin:, mmpaandliioon ond owoply t}waps,"make

lar ‘e aums rather tqan manz’ anzll Cwms,

' 57 7 }7[(
’ ’ (X% 3
Sizned ot A2 nrs, fx ool ¢

GS
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SECRET

| A {z) | 2.AUST CORPS INTELLIGENGE RFPOXT Mo 56
' (Information from 2000L/3 Dec to 2000L/ly Dec  L3)-

— e e s

OPERATIONS .

- ———

1o LAND « OWN AND EiTDMY
AUST DIV
ref maps 1/25,000 NE¥ SERIES) . ,
at 1000 hrs 3 Dec 22 Dn in the coastsl sector asdvanced
across the KsLURBIG: R and secured o bridgenhead to enable
the construction of a Jeep and tank crossing, D Coy movingz
rastride the track encountered shout 50 enemy at 623739.
‘Our troops with artillery suprozt arive the enemy oub with
casualties, o Coy advanced to GiL734 and G Coy to 609737
‘while A Coy save close provection to the engineer parnty i
at 62473Lh, Eneny estinated at two nlatoons were shelled
at 619737, At 1915 Lws zn enemy 75 ma zun from near 61874l
Tired 30 shells into the USIXA aresn, )
Alon~ the DOHGA-'4REO0 track C Coy 2/L3 In supporbted by
“artillery and mortars attacksd the southern flank of the
eneny position at 5917413 and coptured the nosition after
o a gharp ficht, Furthcer pmo.ress west however was held up
Y, by enemy stronzly holdinz a position at 569716 with HMGs,
- LMGs and at lesst one field :mn, The eseny wsre heavily
shelled, At 1600 Lirs the eneny fized 10 shells straizhé
down the track, Durin; nizht 3/4 Dec the cnermy emloved
some mortar aond small arms firs,
On 3 Dec in 20 Lde ares a 2/15 in patrol Irom FOHGORA
along the track HB to the end of the track at 588708 saw
no movement, A pabrol from HONGORA to the nart: found
a strong eneny position at 584717 and an attempt to
. : outflank the -osition on tie west was held up by heavy
- enemy rire, The patrol —emained in contact sné tre
: position was subjecied to artilleny and mortar firs, AL
2015 hrs the ensmy N7 of HONGORA opened Tire with HM3s
and IMGs but these wers nsutraliced by accurate mortar fire,
In 26 Zde sector an enewy fawee atbempting to outflank
2/23 3n position at KUAIKO te the east wmere driven back
by our fiszhting patrols, At 1300 rs the enemy broucht
down heavy fire on our positions Tfrom the otk znd enst,
_ and mage several attemmts to opproech owr perimeter, These
Y were z11 defezted by mortar and Er fire, At 2050 uss ithe
’ gnery” formed up Yo sztizek from tas north but were disor;anised
by a Leavy artillery and mortar csncentrztion and no abtack
developed, This moraing e eneny is still reported tc be
mainbaining pressure on our nositions, A three day patirol
from 2/l Cav (Cowazndo) San to XULUNGRURU reached L75718
(ref map 1 inch ©o 1 wile) on 3 Dec,
Duriaz the day our artillery fired 3,000 rounds in svplord
of the operations on all sectors, Ensny dump arcas &b
620750 and 603775 were shelled, In the night the artillery
. barassed the enemy ot 620745, 619743 and WAREO, .
Tac/R reports indicate that there/sims of the conbinued /Jare
use of tue track VARZE0-XILIGIA and that there is much
track activity at the suspectsd dump areas .606775 and 592790,

« 2, SEA& - Ol :
: On nizht 3/4 Dec our ETSs rade esntact with a possible
subnarine in the bay soutiz east of LEPSIUS POINT, The MNTB
Tired one torpedo which exploded but no debris or oil
was seen, Four varges were sishted and one larse barge
was sunk by sun fire and two otlists Dossibvly sunk by torpedoes,
This action took place under heavr fire from the shore, 1t
is considered tzal the locality ey be a loading point
for aubmarines,
4 nmuber of 1i s were on thc heach at YALINGAIL,

—
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3, SEA - EINENY

At 2030 hirs 3 Deé two barzes believed to be eneny wéﬁo _
. .8izhted mqving_sqqth off GUSIX0 but later withdrswv northward, -

he AIR = OWN

Thirty~one Mitchells bombed and strafed the coastal area
from REIN DAY to ROTTOCK EAY., A mumber of barges were strafed
and many buildin-s destroycd, One AA position was destroyed
and some Tfires startcd, Two sguadrons of Liberators bombed
AA positions and dumps in the CAPE GLOUCESTZR area, and one
squadron, unable to locatc primary target owing to weather,
bombed sccondary tarzets in REIN DAY and ROTTOCK DAY, Clouds
over thc target area preventcd observation of result,

Thrse sguadrons of Mitchclls and four squadrons of Liberators
failed to locate tarzets owing to weather conditions and returned

to base, .
HANSA DAY . .

Bight Kittyhawks on a figznbor swecp strafed ome luzser and
sevsral barges in DOWMUR BAY (asprox 049 25' south 145910' east),
The luszer is reportcd sunk and the barzes were seen beachsd
and burning,

SOGADILN

Sixteen Xitlyhawkse bombcd number thrsc bridge on the BOGADJIIM
road, The bridze was renaoricd destroyed,

. BUON PEMINSUL: ' _

Setween 0825 hrs and 0355 hos twelve Dostons bombed and strafed
the coastal track and villanses from SLUCHER POINT to VANDOKAL
and g suspicted dunp arca on the south bonk of the SAHGA R
mouth, Soms exulosions 2ad-a columm of dlack simokc were scen,

Hinetecn Mitchells unuble to et throush to primary targets
on S0GADJIIM road accurately hombsd HaliDA village and SIO is.
Fires covered the plantation on SIQ Is ond a larze column of
black smoke was observed in the NaliD) arcas

t

Par® 2
5¢ ORGANISATION REGIMERTAL GUE GUYL
A document captured in the rINSCIZLIFEE area includes a "report
on investization &f pcrsonzel upmorzanisstion of Inf Gun Qoy".

The rerort is probably about o roars old but as it refers to the
Ragimental Gii Goy of 80 Resiment, ths details are of intercst,
TAFLE OF OXGA7LS.TI0H

Capt 2/Licut PO ™0 SM 3jt Cpl Fic Total
Permanent pers 4 2 1 1 10 144 156
Present psra 1 . 1 2 1 3 2 82 g2 -
"Permanent Pers® includes 5 Transpart Scrvice and 3 hedical porsonnedld

A list dated Dec "h2 for the same unit coatains 135 names,
6. JAPANESE PRESSED RATION (I) for one m.al..

This consisis of a brown torod paper packaze similar to sisalkraft
conttaining the following foods pressed intoc tablcis:

az Pressed rice and wheat korncls 21 cakes 63 ozs

b} ©Bean paste : 1 cake % oz

: cg Pressed fish . 3 cakes .i 0z

d) Pressed sugar 5 cakes 56 0z

o Fet Veight TcTal - 7_65 0z6
Gross Weizht 9% oZs

Method of using « Tro rice cakes may be placed in water and allowed
%o soak until a paste-like consistcacy is obiained, The supplementary
Tfoods are then rmixed with the rice, The risc cakes mey alsc be
eaten dry and are guite palatablc in this form, —
ﬁ:N’ﬂ(

Signed at 218 hrs fegbeco1 My
E GS
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(Information from 2000L/2 Dec to 2000L/3 Dec L3)

k)

PAT I

OPERATIONS
1, - LMD = .G ARD EVEMY '

s . ZUSE 1oV -
o ) (ref maps 1/25000 HE! SERIES)

On 2 Dec C Coy 2/13 Bn suported by two tanks resumed the
advance west along the WARTEO track against opposition on the
hizh ground at.5397715. The infantry drove the enemy from the
feature and secured the track junction596716, 3 Coy then
advanced to 593717 but were held up by aeavy fire Tram another
hizh fedture 594718, The-tanks advanesd but one tank became
bogzed and e other had its tracks danzied by five hits with

“h a 75mm rrun at close ranze. At last lighit the Coy was still in
close contact with ths enemy at 593717 and hsed formed a peri-
meter around tie tanks,

In 20 Bde ssctor a 2/13 Ia petrol found enemy dug in ab

oL 56971t and the nDosition was then-heavily shelled., A Goy 2/15

'ﬁf‘il - Bn drove the enemy iram 58570l and captured a number of rifles
R T wnd some ecuinment, They then advanced a short distance north

- and at last 1i:-at were in contact with gbout 50 enemy,

In 26 DMearea, 2/23 5n resuned the advance towards WAREO from
553712 but encountered leavy LG fire from a stronyly defmnded
position on tie scuthern slopes of PBAK Hill (553713). An
attempt to outflaak the -osition was unsuccessful owing to the
precipitous nature of iz country, The posivion wzs Then
heavily shelled. In the =zfiernoon the znemy in strengtn at-

. tacked O Coy from the wiyh =round noxnth of RKUAKRKO znd in a
fierce fizht secired soms hish round to the east of owr posi-
tion. At 1600 nirs C Coy counter~abiacized out were unable to
disladze the enemy. The snemy then attacked froxntally and from
both flaaks, and %t:ze Coy vias Torced ts retire to the main Bn
position at -KUAKKO,

Our aptillery brouzht down hzavy. desfeasive Tire on the 2/23
Sn front -durinz the day ané on nizht 2/35 Dec avassed the
ecnemy at WAREO, 597718 and 625738, '

2, BEA - 07X

“ T On nizht 2/3 Dec our PT boats on patrol obse-ved lizhts on
: - : the shore in the vicinity IETLER Point on Hal coast west of
| SATDOR, :

3¢ AIR - OWH (ref maps 4 inch to 1 mile series):
MASAWENG River to WAKDORATL
On 3 Dec between Ools hes and 0900 Ixrs eleven S0STONS accur=
. ately bambed probable dump areas at MASAWEHG Rive> mouth,
e : EUBIKA and WANDOXAI and straffed the ecastal track from
BASAVENG River to WANDOXAL, A number of fires were started
.and several huts destrorved, . , :
CAPE GLCUCESTER . i

For ths fourth day in succession Toriyr . Liberators,
twenty Mitch:ells and sevex lzrauders atiacked supply dunps
and bivouac areas in vieiniiy of wo 2 strip, Dombing was ac-
cursbte and smoke from bomb bursts znt Tires blanketed the ter-
get areas. One AA position was destroyed,

GASHATA,
During night 1/2 Dec sleven neauforts bombed dump areas in
. the vieinity of AMGEN and ALWEK Rivers, One larze explosion
and some fires were csused,
TTEN I‘m{ .

Enemy losses as a result of tie attack on VEWAK on 1 Dec have
been estimated as eighteen enemy aircraft definitely destroyed,
two probably destroyed and cixteen damaged, Four Thunderbolts
vere intercepted by twenty-four enemy airceraft over WEWAK

\ today, Four of theenemy dircraft vere shot down but ocur
losses were nil, O




P4RT I (Gontd)

3. AIR w OV (Contd)

SIGHTINGS
A% approx 1000 hrs 1 Dec at position 03,00!'S 1L;9.00'E, one

I.iberator on recce made four straffing passes on one motor
launch and twenty lifeboais loaded r.'ith Japs, Casualties
were undetgrmined but are believed high,
At 1030 hrs 4 Dec one Liberstor on recce sigated fourteen
larze lifeboats containing an uwndetermined muaber of occcupants
at 02,350'S 148,25'E, MNo attazck was made,

i, AIR = EXTNY

At 41850 hrs 2 Dec one cnemy aircraft dropped one bomd near
an MIE on patrol about 15 miles south of LO‘!C Island, The
aircraft was driven off by An fire from the hoady «

P4RT _IT

5. HEIEMY PROPAGANDA,
. The following 1s a translation of a letier dated 22 Hov lefd
at SATELGERG by the retre.ting Japs and adéressed to "Austral-
ian Soldiers," It is judped th"’- ie letier was prooably
written by a J‘ap IGO0, but the text is in lime with the usual
propaganda which the enemy has followed for many months paste. .

"We were not succescn,l in our atdack azzinst enemy
NHorth of S0iG River due to -Leavrr -enemy Tircpower and
subsecuently hzd to withdra our (dop) firepower is
not stroinsg enouzi.

The Jap Army is realliy stronz but at prssent we have
no Tirepower and therefcre have lost this naitle,

Just wait and sce, Hundrszds gnd Vhoussnds of Jan
soldier compades havz cdied and we will aveae them, e
will definitely recapture FilSCH and LAEL,

You Australian sol@iers have been fooled by Roosevelt,
Think it over! The Ja; army will soon take NE™ GUIISA
and AUSTRALIA, K&, GUINZA is a stepning stone to
ASUTRSLIA Tor JPANA in the Soudn: Scas, Do you know

that more than 250/::0 American plaies were destroyed atb
RATAUL? Maiiy Jap planes will scon comc. ™

6, ENEMWY 003

(a) Organization of P& Hachine Cannon Goy:-

" An spplication for repl U
KAWAMUR: Nzmlo 0OC 19 F4 K
of stronzthns of thiz type

stated to be 23z foll ows

acenents madie on 23 Ay L3 by Capt
:—,c’n ne Ganno: Coy, provides details

£ anit. Standard streagth-fs

1

1/Eleut E 3
2/Lieut _
wWo 1 Hote: At the date mentioned, the
83t Mej 1 Coy wa: short 1 officer, 1 NGO,
HCO 15 and 140 ORs, The request, however,
OR 132 yas for 2 officers and 1 RGO
Intend 1 cver cstablistment,
Yedical HCO 1
Medical OR 2

Total - 157

Do
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PART II (Gontd) .
6. ENEMY 00B (Contd)

(b) INOUYE "Mixed Babtalion"
Further to refer:nces to this unit contained in 2 Aust
Corps Inssllizence Reports 46 and 50 the followinz further
particulars have new been translated (strenzths as at
13 Nov are shown in parenthesis):

INOUYE Unit (presumebly 10 Coy 80 Regt) Capt. INOUYE Sakae (75)
_ Yo 1 Platoon. 2/Lisut YOSHIDA Minoru

S ‘No 2 Platoon WO KOIAYASHI Masaji

v KUMAGAI Unit (probably 2 Coy 238 Rest) 4/Lieut KUMAGAI

L | Jitaro (412).
He No 1 Platoon 2/Lieut KASIZUKA Kikuo

Fo 2 Platoon PO HOSEKI Fujio
Yo 3 Platoon Sjt Maj TAWAKA Shimichi
o I} Platoon 2/L.ieut HAMDA Junichi
ARIYAMA Unit (MG Platoon 8¢ or 233 Regt) 2/I.ieut AKTIYLMA
Takao (17)

XKUBOTA Unit (p]’.‘obuolj 2 Bn Gun P1 233 Regzt) 2/Lieut KUDOTA
Kentaro (20)
OKANO Unit (probably Coy 102 Rext) 1/Lisut OKXANC Munezora (59)
¥Yic 1 Platoon PO HISHINUMA Shoro
No 2 Platoon PO TAKAZAKT Masayeshi i
¥No 3 Platoon PO YOSHINO Yoshimdi >
S SirmSec (6
o Hedical (2
Total strength-—- 294, :
’ - . Of the 291 mentioned, 39 were in hospital making the ei- E
Tective sirength 252 with an additional L0 men carying .
" provisions, :
ez
. (> g
Signed at2207 nrs, /’ "-col ’ E
:
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(Information from 2000L/1 Dec _to 2000L/2 Dec L3)

EART 1

- ch— i —

1. LAND — OV AND EFFHY
2 AUST DIV
T - L(rei‘ maps 1/25,000 NEW SERIES)
. ' On 1 Dec our for:es.coatinued to advznce west along the
. : BONGA-WAREQO track and the enemy were driven from a commanding
e feature, Furtiaer gest our troops asdvancing. north captured
KUANKO and were apircaching WARBC azalinst strong opposition,
At 0900 hrs B Coy 2/t3 Bn with tank suphort continued
to advance westwards glong the LDOPGA-YAREDO track, and the enemy
was driven.from the comwsanding zround 25309715, PRizghting
patrols were sent out to mop up the aGjacent area, One patrol
captured an enemy post at 602714 killin:; four Japs, An enemy
gun, beleived to be 75 mm, at 594718 fired 23 shells into the
area around 80&715 but was neatralised by our counter batfery
fire, HNear the coast at 1600 hro tairty enemy were observed
R on the track at 51074kt movinz north carrying packs,
32‘!’ - (Corment: Tac/R reports of 30 Hov incicated that there wero
s - A defensive positions in the area 6075)
In 20 Bde secior 4 Coy 2/15 In suprorted by artillery,
MLiGs and morbars attacked and drave tuie ensmy from positions
on the ridge at avout 585702, asd st last lizht were still
in closc conbact with ths enemy at 53ET0L, .
e In 26 Bde zrea 2/23 Dn advanced 1% miles up the steep track
e “from 580701 towards WARRD asainst stiff opposition, and
s - KUANKO was cccupied at 1215 brs., 8S%ronz opposition was met
300 yds norts of XUAHKC from enemy in Guz ia positions and
gur forward irocps wews s5till in close contact at last light,
A Coy was gt 557708, C Coy at 553712 and the battalion less
two companies at KUAYKO. A patrol from 2/2) Bn o 518574 made
‘econtact witi a 2/l Cav {Commando) Sgn patrol without seeing
any enemy movemeit. 2/% Cav (Commando) Sgn patrols to HORENG
and the trsck juiction at 5138571 alsc saw no movement,
Qur s=tillisry supsrted the advaice in all sectors. and
enzazed enemy Sans as 594748, Durin- nisht 1/2 Dec tae
artillery harasscd e enemy near NONGARA,

e AUST DIV
?-"'. ref maps ¥T KUZARI and UL INWA 4 inch to 1 mile)
. Tae /R Tsporits of 27 Hov indicate thzt the Z0CGADJIM-YAULA

road has besn renairsd and there is recant heavy use by MT
as far as OLD YAULA {5058661). Tae route to the sup3ly camp
at 561772 was not so heavily uszd but there appeared to de
heavy fool traffic to the Lead of the MINTJIM R, There
is a well uscd track 8-10 feet wide from OLD YAULA to 57706h

. and 523848 wxhien then branchss te ZIRI and MATALOI Ko q.
There aprears o e an sxtensive clearins and new defensive
positioneg on tne vid_ e from 52952 to H22650 with many trenches
and fox hclec.

2. ALR-QI
Dizest suprort foz 9 Aust Di

——

=5 art At avout 0830 hrs 2 Dec
nine Eitchicelis and ten kara

bombed enemy positions, barge
o off~lcadinz oinss and dumpe in vieinity of 30WI R mouth,
i . The tarzets vere well covered and bombing was accurate, A mimber
of barzes were zizited in shore ezt 623754 and 609777. 29 tons
of bombs ware dropped.
MRS T2I7aT: Preliminary reports of the strike on BORGEN
DAY on 2 Dec oy fifty-elizht Mitchells indicabe that tarmets
were scourately vombed and strafed but no details have yet
been received,

=
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2, AIR = O Contd,

-2~ SECRET

Signed at 2/4%5 hrs Y7 4 . .

WeWAK: On 1 Dee forty-four Liberators escorted by thirty-
8ix Thunderdolis attacked dump and dispersal areas gt -
YIEWAK, Many larze fires were started and several explosions
oceurred in the tarzet avea, Eaemy aircraft intercepted
gnc}tnine were destroyed, Turee Libsrators are reported

ost.
ATTACK ON MERCHAIT VESSEL: At 2355 hrs 1 Dec one Liberator
on reconiaissance pombed a 500/1000 ton merchant vessel
at a position just east of ZAROVE Island, One red and two
waite flashes were seen indicating hits but observation
of damage was obscured by weather,
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(Information from 2000L/30 Hov to 2000L/1 Dec h3)
paRT I
OPERATIONS

LAND - OFN AND ENEMY

UST DIV ‘

ref maps SATELSERG & FORTIFICATION Point 4/25000 OLD SERIES)
The main fightin: during 30 Fov took place in the 26 Bde

sector north.of the suspension bridgs at 573710, The en-
emy here attempied To prevent our crossinz bui were encirecled
and killed to a man, In thelQliGA area our tr-ops pushed
Turther.west alon: the WAREO track.

On 30 Nov a 2/25 3n petrol moved Torward from 653735, crossed
the KALUENG River, anc weat further up the coastal track un-
til it was fired upon by enemy !inGs, LiiGs and mortars at
649751, The position was ihen shelled, D Coy later ad-
vanced to 64774k, A 2/43 Za patrol from 836732 to 631731

" Tound meny eneny dead in vhe area, 9ui aid not make contact,

‘At 1600 hrs A a2ad C Coys witn tank sunzort advanced west
arainst enemy op-osition end at nijhtfall Formed a close
perimeter at 52,5731, During the day D Coy moved forward
fran reserve to 635732, . )
In 20 Béde sector © Coy 2/15 3a crosssd the SONG R at 629699
and drove the =iemy Trom a position at 627703, A and C Coys
then passed theouzk, sGvanced IT7 asainst interspersed oppos-—-

i ition and by laat 1i it nad reachked a position near a villarce

at 609717 (probatly HOIR:ARS,but certainty was impossible be-
cause of the mist), _ ,

In 26 Bde area » Coy 2/23 Bn followzd by A end D Coys moved
north up a steep slope and cut the VVARS0 track about 500 yards
NE of .*.e suspension bridaze at 573710, D Coy then attscked
8% down the track alainst the rear ol the eaxeny position Just
nortih of the oridgze, C Coy on the sath bask supported the
attack with mortar and MG fire, It is believed tast the
whole enemy force in this posivion vers destroysd and it is
resorted that ai least 50 enemy were killed, Our casualties
were slichi, At ni-ntfall the vattalion formed a perimeter
camp abt about 550714 in close contact with thz eremy,

OQur artillerr supporbted the atacks in all sectors Qurin-
the day. Durisz n1ihi 30 Wov/1 Dec our zuns harassed the
enemy at GU3IXA, tze LAGOON in ol76, 'AREO and KUARKO,

Tac/R meports show taat tie track HE fram 7ARRO slonz the
Bidze to coast at 842777 is bein: hea~ily uvsed, In adlition
a suspected bar;e offloadin; polne and dump area is bellieved
to be at 636733,

{ AUST DIV (ref URIGINA 1 mile to 1 inch)

On 30 Nov a 2/2 Cav {Commando) Sgn natrol eapiursd an
enemy position at the track junction (45188L), The patrol
later withdrew 5ut had to £irht its way out. Somsz losses
were inflicted on the snemy bul cur casualiies were fev.

B4 ~ OWN (Ref strat map SAG 5aG U miles to 1 inch)

0= nizht 30 Kov/1 Dec ocur light surface crafi on patrol
to ORASS Point (X85275) sishted a fast eneny motor boat,
possioly & patrol bozat. Fire was exchanged and the eneny
then took cover at Sa% 8AG, From here.our craft were enzaged
by sunfire from a ccast defence batiery,

BORGEN Bay. About 0900 hrs thirty Miichells and eight Mar-
auders attacked stores, Gumps and bivouac areas in SORGEN
Say, Sambing was accurate and fires are reported in the
ddmp - areas, 54 tons of bombs were dropped and direct hits
Wwore oatained on a ;jroup of 20/30 damased barzes,

geven.. Dostons carrisd out a barse sweep from Cape GAUSSRE
to . .0REWY Tay, Viliares in s arez were hombe and straffed
amd say ovilldin s wsre destroyed,

-1




' PART I (Gontd)
3

ATR — OWH (Goxntd)

BORGEM Bay (Contd) . e

A Turtier seven Bostons bombed £1@ straffed the coastal area
from 303GET Bay to TAMUNIAI Island. Direct hits were obtalned
on KAKOFO villaze, In all &3 tons of bombs were dropped,
SIZTIRGS. ' ~ :

"~ puring nizht 30 ¥ov/1 Dec one Libverator on reconneissance
gichted a convoy of four merchant vessels escorted by two des-
troyers at a position 02 50' S 150 55' E-on a course of 300
- desrees. At 2135 hrs 30 .Hov the convoy was attacked by a
second Liberator which dropped sixz 4000 lb bombs at 60 fest in-
tepvals and obtained two direct hits on a 9000/12000-ton merchant
vesgel., The vessel is claimed as sunk, AA from the esoorting
destroyers was 1.4t and inaccurate,

A furtaer Lib:rator on armed reconnatsgsnoecin the REIN Bay
area at 2327 hrs 30 Xov dropped six {000 1b bombs on 2 parges
with unobserved resulis, :

ALEXISUAFRN, On 30 Nov &@enty-seven Liberators, unable %o

bomd primary tar;ets at Cape GLOUCESTER due-to weather, attacked
dump areas west and WW of o 1 strip at ALEXISEAFEN., Many
fires were started and explosions were scen as aircpraft were
leavinsz the taez et area. I7 tons of bombs were dropped,

PART IX @

- B, E¥BiY ORGANIZATION

Tt el D Lo

Documents captured on 22 Kov 43 in the SONG R area give the
followinz sut—anit apzeanizations, It should bYe noted thatt
the organizetion given for & Coy is dated 22 May 43, whereas
that for 9 Coy is for 135 Nov L3,

(a) ©rcanization, i Coy, dated 22 May U3.

Coy Camd ; 1/Lieut KASHITARA, Shigeo (Toshie) -

1EL 2 PL 3 P1

2/Lieut TOMITAGA Misao P/0 TAGAMI Nobera P/0 0DA Shiozo

1 Sec 12 men . 1 Sec 13 men 1 Sec i3 men

2 Sec 14 # 2 Sec - 12 v 2 Sec’ 149 ®

3 gec 12 © 3 Sec 11 3 S=c 1 "
- It Se¢ i3 ¢ L Sec 12 " L Sec 15 "
_Special dubisesl " Special - Srecial

S e dubies L " - duties L ¥

Total 52 Total 52 Total h2 .

| Mg Squad : %0 MORITA Yuki, 83t ¥aj NISHIO & 22 men,
Total all ranks 184

Comment: Personaliiies wentioned identify this as 8 Coy
60 Regt. '

(b) Orgzanization, 9 Qoy, datsd 13 Nov u43.
F

Coy Camd : 1/Lieut IVA Tsuraki

183 2P1 Unspecified
2/Lisut TSURUMARU - 3§+ ASHIDATE Tokuji
1 Sec 9men 1 Sec 9 men 20 men
2 Sec g r 2 Sec 1 :
3 Sec 10 " 3 gec e .
Total 28 Total 26

Total all ranks 77

Comment: The personalities mentioned cannct be iden-
tified from information available ‘at this HQ, bui 1t
ig known that the Coy Comd of 9 Coy 79 Reghb was killed
in the fizhtins near SCARLET deach and 1/Lieut IVA may
have takea his :,placea '




PART IX (Contd)
‘b, ENEMY, ORGANTZATION (Gontad)
(b) Comment: (Contd) '
TSURUMU (whose neme was written in pencil on the document

after 1/Lieut KOGANO Yoshimi had been crossed out) is iden~
tified with 79 Regt. _

PART _I3I
TOPOGRAPEICAL _ N

- -5, TRACKS MASA - KUENZENZANG
Tef KULUNGLTUFU 1 inch to 1 mile map)

Atzached as appendix A is a skeitch map showing tracks, rivers
and villages in the abdve area plotted fram photozraphic run
319Y taken 6 Nov 43, The photozraphs show a village at 393797

- wnich has besn accectalas MASA to conform with the 1 inch to 1
mile map. It is most likely, however, that HASA is inZxorrectly
shown on the map as estimates of the time taken to walk from
GAIERG to MASA vary between 5 and 9 hours whereas the distance
between the two villazcs accoréing to the 1 inch to 1 mile map
ig 1% miles. I% avpears Probable that MASA is NE of Mt BEIENONA
with GAIENG @orfectly shown on the 1 inch to 1 mile map,

- G8
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(Information from 2000L/29 Mov to 2000L/30 Now. Li3)

OPLRATIONS

1. LAND - OVH AND ENEMY
9 AUST D:vV(ref maps SATELBERG and FORTIFLCATION Point 1/25,000
OLD SERIES).
On 29 Nov cur IT'orces continued their advance in the coastal
sector and pairolic have pushed forgard to KALUENG River,
Meanwhile a rumber of snemy stroncposis two miles inland on the
BOHGA-AREQ track have been captured in a series of brisk
engagements, ,
Astride the cosstal track 2/28 ©m loas A Coy, resumed its
advance at first Lizhi on 29 Nov end ceoupied DONGA (658735)
at 025 hrs, The battalion then noved west slong the WAREQ
track and recuched 650724 at 1330 krs, Here one Jap was killed,
another {aken prisoacr and many deocurmceats were captured, A
2/28 2n pairol then pvshed forward frem 645736 through
GUSIKA to the mouth of the KiLUBHC R ot 651747 without
meeting any cnewy, A% last lignt the tattalion, less two
companies, was at 650734 with A Ccy at 645736 and D Goy at
658735, A patrol of 2/L3 Bn from 636733 east along the
track found 25 ensmy dead noa» 6L46734. A Coy advancing west
from its Tirm base ot 035733 fount an cnemy force in well
dug in positions with cverhead cover ut 632731, The company
concentrated their atiuck on two of the cnemy posts and killed
the entire zarrison of 37, Our cesualiies worae light, Other
enemy defences furiner to the west were heavily engaged by

qur mertars and avtiilery. 4% last lipght 2/43 Bn Joss D Goy was ab

636733 and D Coy was back in reserve ut 647694, Further south

Just nortnh of the SOIG R a 37/52 Bn patrol was fired on by
enemy estimated at onc platoon at 627703, The position was
then shelled; PIB patmois reported trat the encmy was occupying
atdg:ii‘;e?sive position at 630723 and was s%ill holding his ground
133 17011,

In 20 Bde area B and C Coys 2/1% In moved to 627699,

In the 26 Bde sector B Coy 2/23 Bn ~rossed the SONG R neap
563710, about 150 yds below the suspension bridge without being
observed and established a position on the other side, D Coy
was in close support about 56L708. C Joy then attempted to
cross at the bridze but was neld vp br heavy L¥G and mortar
fire from tne north bhank,

Qur mtiliery supported 24 Bde durin: the day and engaged
enemy positions av 632724, 527727, 599732, a dump area at
564755 and an encmy gun at 57872,

During nighs 29/3C Hov our artiliery harassed the enemy at
628720 and 6235727, .

7 AUST DIV {rcf map (MIGINA 1 inch tc 1 rile)

On 29 Nov 2/2 Cav (Cummandc) San made contact with enemy
on the track URIA-RAINBAITA ab W50B60. A& 2/6 San patrol inflicted
casualtics on an crnomy OP party at 555750,

Pe SEA ~ FNEM{S
Barpe Sightines
On 23 Hlov at lecas® 15 cneny barpget worc scen beached along the
coast from SI0 to FORTIFICATION Point,

3. AIR - 151

(8) KaLASA-MASAVENG RIVER

Early on 30 licv eichteen Eitchells bombed dumps, bivouac and
camp arcas just const of KALASA Viliage, 3ombing was accurate, and
there were scveral oxzplosions and ¢ilums of black smoke,
Twenty-soven tons of hombs were drooped,

Eleven Bostons bembed and strafed Sracks from BUZULUO to
LAKONA thence to MABAWSNUG R mouth feom o minimam altitude, .
A mumber of huis in LAKOIA Village rcceived direct hits and many
were damigeG, Scveral fircs were scartzd and some explosions
seen, 5% tons of bombs were d-oppole

) -

AR

T
- %

I.(‘av)-g. .

e




L) SECRET

3. AIR = O Contd
(b) HEY BRITAIN

Barge Swe BORGEN BAY . REIDLGCK DAY
Between 1210 and 1320 hrs 30 Nov vari-ms targets along
the coastline from REIBECK DAY to ROTTOCK BAY were bombed
and strafed by eight Mitcholls, At RUDIGER POINT one barge
was destroyed and anothor damaged, One lugger and seven
other bargses were sirafed bubt resulits were not observed,,
65 tons of bombs were dropped, Aircraft were fired on by
AA using parachute shells,
(o) CAPE GLOUCESTER

At 1150 hrs 30 Hov Forty-four Liberators- dropped 128 tons
of bombs on strips, dump, stores and dispersal areass, DBombs

were reported in the terget area, AA wos light and in-
accurate and there was no interception,

Signed gt 72 2 s~ hrs, ) Mﬂ,yzﬂ:ﬂl
" - Li-col
GS




oot \dl SECREL orde A',C.,
2_AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT No_51 '
(Information fram 2000L/28 Nov to 2000L/29 Nov 43)
PARR T
OPERATIONS

1 - OWN AND ENRRY
« RN .
Zref maps SATELBERG gnd FORTIFICATION Point 4/25000) .

On 28 Nov our forces advanced north along the coast and
at last 1ight had reached 658731 and 61:5736,

2/28 Bn less A Coy but with one troop of tanks continued
the advance north astride the coagial “rack through dense
jungle. A%t 1500 hrs mipenrenemy Dosicions with HLGs, LMGS
and mortars were met at 658729, At 1530 hrs the leading
company of 2/28 Bn supported by tank fire drovec the enemy
from these points and at last light thc battalion was at
658734, A Coy moved NE from 635733 to the BONGA track and
at last light was at 645736, During the day encmy were
seen moving at 6L073ly and were shelled, A PIB patrol found

: a position at 634703 occupied by -about forty enemy. Counted
s cnemy dcad in the coastal sector from 20 Nov to 28 Nov total
: 1700
‘ In 26 Bde sector C Coy 2/2li Bn drovo the enemy from 564696,
: A patrol from the same battalion to 5835707 found no cncnye.
2/23 Bn forced the enemy to withdraw from 556697 and a patrol
to 562740, within 100 yards of a suspension bridge across the
80NG R, renorted that the bridge sppeared to be intact, HoWe
ever, this naitrol was fired uvon from %he north bank by cnomy
of unknowvn strength, At last 1ight the battalion was in the
FIOR arca., There is nothing to rcpori from SACILBIRG,

Our artillery shelled encmy vosts as 632724, 630727, 627727
and suspceted guns at 650736 end 6113737, In acdition our
Eogvy artiliery with its 155mm suns shelled the oncmy at

O8731y —- T T el e e e e

During night 28/29 lov our artille y harasced theo encmy at

651747, 628728 and 627727,

2, AIR -OWN

: (a) WEWAK

Lt Renort now available of the aticek by eight sguadrons
.' of Libersiors on WEWVAK snd BORAM on 28 Ifov show that nlne
grounde? sirecraft were destroyed cnd othe s domaged on the
airfields., It is plso renortcd i1abt fuel duzps and AA
nositions were destroyed, while many large fires verc
started, A total of eighty tone of bombs was dropred,

(b) CAPE GLOUCSSTER
On 29 Hov twenty-ninc Uitchells and nine Harauders
bombed supnly dumps and bivouass ncar Cape GLOUCESTER,
Host of the bombs £211 within the tarzet arce, but obser-
vation of resusis wes made difficuit by the smoke and
dust, Porty-nine tons of bombs were drommed,

(c) RABAUL
& delayed rcnort states thet on 26 Nov siz Beauforts
bembed chore instsllations and dumms near SIMPSON Harbour,
Five tons of bomhs werce droppod and a mumber of fires
were started,

3. AIR -~ ENEMY

(a) FINSCHHAFEN ’ ’
AT 1825 hrs 28 Hov four enemy divewbombers dropned sixe
tcen bombs on this area,. Thrae nibives werc wounded but
no denmace wos ecousecd,
(v) iU '
A%t 1630 hrs 28 Nov one encny aireraft mnde a reconnal-
ssance of the 7 Div aréa,.

-}
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PARL, 1L
ENELY TOSSES .

Enemy losses during the pecent fishtinc have becn heavy In
both men and meterial,

(a) The count of casunliies covers thesc actually burdied by
our frroops and some recent encmy sraves, but does not
take into account the numercus old enemy sraves that arae
scatiered throush the arcas nowipgcdpled,

From 11 Nov to 26 Nov renortesd enemy dead total 553,

With the 1295 rehorter dead from the initiesl landing on
22 Sep to 10 Nov.z the cémbined t-tal for the FPINSCHHAFEN .
operations to dave is 48418, It is intcercostine to note
thot this fisure is ncarly four times that for the Tishte
in= for LAE (500),

(b) The count of cortured weanons is from the commencement of
operations cgainst SATELBRRG ond the fi~hting north of
the SONG R, Alvhou~h by no means comnlete £t does sive
some indication of the seale of the action and the renlace-
ment problem which faces the cnemy, -
The tally 18 as follows 2= .

L 75mm guns

3 3(mm @F suns Trpe 9
12 HMGs (JUKIs) Tyoe 92
39 IMGs

2 81mn morters
10 Lt mortars

2 Tlomethrovers

The above includes all weabons renorted capbured since the ate
tack on SATELBERG besan on 17 Nov,

(From 9 Aust Div Intcllizence Summary No 22)

PART IV

" om—— .

SECURITY

CARE; OF, JAPS .

Recent maps captured from the eneny are stencilled roenppiuc-
tlons of both our 1/63360 FINSCHEAFZN Shect. and our 4/25w0
SATELBERG Sheet, All cvidence —oinis to the fact that nrior to
%he capture by the enemy of these two shecis (presumably in the
fighting in the XKATIKA area in October » the only map he had of
this area was the previously captured I mile strat, It ie again
stressed that everv effort must be made to deny this information
to the enemy, os he has apparently no means s Peadily aveilable,
of <biaining it for himsclf,

(From 9 Aust Div Intzlligence Swmory No 22)

Sisned at 1240 nrs, %a/‘%g‘;*” :
- Lt
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SECRET
2 _AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT iloc 50

(Infamation from 2000L/27 Hov to 2000L/28 Nov 43)
PAPT ¥

OPERATIOIS

_ 1. LAND - OVH AHD EIEiL

i UST DIV(ref msps SATELHERG and FORTIZFICATION Poind 1/25000)

(. On 2/ Hov 26 Aust InT Bde consolidatad its hold 1 s

on the SATELEERG Heights area and contiued to extend its con-

trol northwards. In the 2y Aust I Ble sector supply parties

3 : succeeded in reaching 2/32 Bn at 635733 and 2/23 Bn with tank

' and artillery suppori bagan to push norith up the coastal track,

By last lisht it nad reached 65471k, This morning the attack
was reneved and by midday our troops hoi reached the 72 northing
grid line, The enery is reported %o bz hastily retreating,

At 4400 hrs 27 Hov D Coy 2/28 Bn wita one troop of tanks and
gupported by artillery and mortar Tire, attacked narthwards
astride the coastal track from 654702, The encmy was driven
fram a strongpost at 554708 and the first objective (654711) was

- secured, C Coy then occupied the position and D Coy exploited

— . a8 Tar north as 65L75l, where they were in contact with a small

T enemy party at last light, Ifative carrciers escabted by troops
fram 2/28 and 2/L3 Bns reached 2/32 Bn at 635733 at 1650 hbs, |
A patrol fram 643723 Tournd an enemy position at 649725 and in~ |
flicted five casugities. |

In 26 Bde sector A Coy and one platoon of D Coy 2/23 Dn oc-
cupied MAGAKO (555695}, but a patrol found enemy abt 558697, |

This position was then engaged with mortar fire, Another patrol
moving through PALATKO discovered enemy, estimated at one plat-
oon, dug in at 565695 and killed three, This position was
also subjected to morter fire,
. Our artillery supported 2/26 Bn attack and shelled the enemy
_at 636721, 617707, 613726 and guns at 43727, 632728 and 629727,
During night 27/28 Hov our artillery herassed enemy positions
at 611735 and 635726, -

This morning (28 ITov) 2/25 Bn (less A Coy) and one troop 1
Aust Army Tank Bn continued the attack north along the.coastal
track, It is reported that the eremy is hastily withdrawing
end destroying bridges over crecks in order to delay our tanks,

, By 4200 hrs our troops had reached the 72 northing grid line,
' Meanwhile 2/8% Bn still holds its posizion about 635733 and A
C Coy 2/28 Bn is patrolling east along the track towards GUSIKO,
In 26 Bde area after heavy shelling and mortar fire 2/23 Bn
forced the enemy te withdraw from 558697.
7_AUST DIV (ref map URIGINA 11 inch to 1 Liilel

At 0930 hrs 27 liov & patrol fron 2/6 Cav (Commando) Sgn at-
tacked ORGORUWA Mo 2 (L153807), but was engeged by enemy ILMG and
small arms firc, The natrol withdrew without suffering any
casualties,

2, SEA - OWH AND HIFMW
¢ S 1ight surface craft on patrol on night 27/23 Nov sighted
what was possibly a submmrine on a course HIE 10 miles south of
5 LONG Island,

T DORT AUST DIV - _28 NOV
(2) Dxﬁ%ﬂggg grs‘ “.230; Harauders end rine Mitchells bombed en-
emy defensive positions west of BONGA at 628729, The majors
ity of thc bomis fell in the target area, but difficult ter-
prain and smoke pravented observeition of results, Twenty-

threz tons of bombs werc droppeds

- (b) BARGE STREP . . .
Eigntcen fiitehclls carried out e barge secarch of the coas .
from SATDOR to FORTIFICATION POINT between 1030 and 1120 hrs, 1

e




PART I (Contd)
30 AIR =~ OWMI{Contd}

(b) Barge swecp contd i
Ilo bargcs were scen, Coast defence positions were {
identificd at BLUCHIR Point, HARDELDURG Point end KIARI, :
¥Fires werc started at the last two places, TFurther sipgns .

of barge activity are reported at IIAMBARIUA, : j

{c) KALASA - |
At 1015 hrs 28 Mov nine Bsstons accurately bombed ard |
. straffed the track from KALASA to SIALUM, Some cxplos—
ions wore causcd when huis at IALASA were straffed, ‘
1

(d) VEVAK .
Further reports of the attack on WZlJAK on 27 Nov show
that six ecnemy alrcraft were destroyed on the ground, In .
addition one 5000/7000-ton freipghter was damaged by 75mm i
cannon fire-and itwelve barges were sunk, . '
Correction: Ref 2 Aust Corps Daily Intelligence Report
Tlo 49 para 3 (b), eight squadrons of Mitchells took part
in this raid 10T cightecn as as reparted,
On 23 liov eight sguadrons of Libcrators attacked airficigs
ad " shipping at VTWAK ond BORAM, Ho reports are as yet
avalleBlas -

(e) wrnscHHAFEn :
Two Doanmerangs have not returncd from a Tac/R mission
and are belicved shot down by cnemy aircraft on 26 liov,

PART TI1 B

L, - (Ref 2 hust Cords Int Roport Ho 46 para b (£)),
. A notebook found in the SATELBERG arca on 20 lov 43, contains
fupther particulars of "INOUYE Mixed Bn" as at 12 Hov U3
"(5) Porsonalitics
on and Coy Camnd G%t IIIOUYE Bakae
1

Coy Comd icut KUMAGAYA Hitaro

Coy Comd 1/Licut OXANO Sotoreo

Pl Caomd 2/Licut KUDOTA Xentaro

P1 Cand 2/Lieut AXIYAHA Tokes 3

Attd MO 4/Lieut KOJIMA Toshio £ ’

(b) Organization
KUHAGAYA Coy U Pls

1HOUYE Coy 2 Pls

(c) Strcnzth
13 otiicers Ui WO's (Sic) 234 men  tikal 294
(39 woundcd have been cxcludcd from the above),

(d) Firc Power

3 MGs 7200 rds MG smn

18 LMGs 777 iland Gronades

14 Grornad~ Disshargers 51 Grenades ]

101 »ifles 23549 (Sic) rds rifle amm
1 3n Gun 60 rds Bn Gun omn,"

Comment: The above is the phrasing of the original doce—
umenta It is presumcd that Capt TIOUYE had been a coy
camd and was appainted GO of the combined force, His
place as 0C, INOUYE Goy, was apparceatly taken by 4/Licut
OKANO, .

Signed at 2225 hrs ) ﬁ%ﬁf
as

/
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SECRET
2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT Ho L9,

(Information from 2000L/27 Nov to 2000L/27 Ifov L43)

OPERATIOHS

1+ LAND = OWN AND EHEMY

AUST DIV
Et'r'e'r"'map‘s SATELBERG and FORTIFICATION Point 1/25,000 series)
On 26 Wov there was heavy fighting in 24 Bde Sector,
PINO HILL and cnemy posts nearby were captured snd a prolonged
enemy attack on the main 2/32 Bn pasision was repulsed, 26 Bde,
further strengthened its hold on the hisgh ound slready
won by the occupation of MASANGKOC (547692) and FIOR, Our
artillery supporied operations during the day with heavy
concentrations, :
At 0900 hrs 26 llov B and D GCoys 2/32 Bn supported by
tanks and artillery captured PIil0 HYLL (649724), D Coy
went on to exploit and despite soms opposition had reached
the msin area hold by its Bn at 635¢35 by 1700 hrs, For
2% hrs from first light the enemy atiocked 2/32 Bn at this
position and their determined attazks were supported by
artillery and mortar fire, Eventually nowever agll attacks

" ‘were repulsed and W} casugliies were inflicted upon the

eneny., This makes a total of 126 known enemy killed by this
unit since 20 Wov, Patrolsfrom 2/43 and 2/23 3ns located
enemy positions at 654708 and 628710 and both positions

were then shelled gnd cnzaged by our mortars, At 1130 hrs
enemy artillery fired 20 rounds onto PINO HILL and 14
rounds just to the north, cauasing somc casusglties,

In 26 Bde Scctor a patrol from 2/24 In along the track
north through PALAUKO killed onc Jap at 555693, and found
many enemy graves along the route, Additional cnemy
IMGs and mortars were captured, C Coy 2/23 Bn occupied
MASANGKOQ (5L7692) without opposition, and a patrol from
D Coy oceéupied FIOR (561700) at 1630 rrs, The track
leading north from FIOR to WAREO appesrcd to be well worn,

Our artillery fired 4700 rounds during the day in support
of 2l Bde on enemy positions at 657708, PINO HILL ( &457%EW
732728, 630727 and on enemy guns at 64B729 and 650736,
During ni%ht 26/27 Nov our artillery nlso harassed the
enemy at 641735, 635726 end 628726,

At first light to-day, 27 Nov, the cnenmy began to shall
2/32 Bn at 635733 and at PINO HILL, buit his guns were
neutralised by our counter battery firc,

AUST DIV
{ref maps MP XUBARI and URIGINA 1 Azak to 1 mile)

On 26 Iiov a patrol from 2/25 En reached 723660, Enemy
artillery shelled this Bn's area, Psairols from 2/6 Cav
(comandog Sqn reposted that XK0BA (L9231h), YAGUNBU (L402810)
and GATINA (353323) werc clcar of encryr,

2, SEA = O

On night 26/27 ilov two ¥M'Ds found and engaged four enemy
barges off AMIEN Point {about 2t miles south of CAFE
GLOUCESTER), The barges were heading north apparently
for CAPE GLOUCBSTIR, There were itwo type As and itwo
others estimated at 90 Ho0 100 fect long, All vere heavily
lgden with troops and 75 mm guns, The four barges were
sunk and it is reported that there werc few survivors,

Se - OWH
: Eaf Direct supnort 9 Aust Div = 27 Hov

About 10LO hrs cighiteecn Mitchells accurately bombed an
enemy defensive position west of EORGA, Twenty-seven tons
of bombs werc dropped causing one larsc explosion and
starting fircs, )

8ix Mitchells carricd out a sup:ly - dropping mlission
at 637732 (ref FORTIFICATION Point 1/25,000), Supplics

"were dropped accurately in the tarset arca from 200 to
500 ft, Tiue crcws report that thc arua was defined by

" smoke but that the *~7 sign was not clearly visible,

-1-
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3+ AIR = OWH Contd,

L,

b) WEWAK

From 1120 to 1145 hrs eightecen squadrons of Mitchells
bombed the strips, dispersal arcas snd dumps at ‘WEWAK and
BORAM, Preliminary recports indicatc that bombing was
considered accurate, Many small and some large fires were
started and target areas woere covercd in smoke and dust,
Eight smoke colunms in particular wcre seen which appeared
to be grounded enemy aircraft burning, There was no
intorception, Onc #itchell was shot down by AA fire,

(o) GASMATA

iy
- -

Thirteen Liberators bombed LINDEHHAFELR Plantation at 1030 hrs

- 86 Nov. Results werc not observed owing tc the difficult
terrain, Twenty-seven tons of bombs werc droppad,

Ho reports nave yet bcen reccived of the strike on 27 Nov
by two squadrons of Mitchells on stores and dumps in the.

- GASMATA area,
(d) SIGHTINGS ‘

While on rccomnaissance on 26 Nov one Liberator at 2035 hrs

sighted an ceneny- cruiscr and destroyer about 75 miles
north of CAPE HOSKINS, In a skip-bcmb run a dircct hit
with 1000 1b bomb was observed@ on the cruiser near the
superstructure and there were cne lerge explosion and

three smaller ones; the cruiser sank in five minutes, r
Four 1000 1b bombs were directed at the {astroyer but fell
300 £t astern, No damage was observed, .
{e) INTERCEPTIONS

At 1655 hrs 25 Mov one Liberator on rceaomnalssance was:
intercepted by five eneny fightors three miles north of
FINSCHHAFEN, In the ensuing cnzagemcnt three fighters
were damazod, )

At 1130 hrs 26 Hov four Kittyhavks intcrcepted two enemy

- Tighters N¥W of SAIDOR, Both were destroyed; onc Kittyhawk
was damaged but returned to base,

At 1100 hrs 26 llov four Airacobras sichted and intercepted
18 bombsrs and 20 fightors 20 miles north of FINSCHHAFEN,
Two single seater fighters were destroyed, Our losses
were nil, '

AIR « ENEMY
FLHSCHHATTH
At 1050 hrs 26 Hov ten eneriy bombers escorted by fifteen
fighters éropped 50 anti-persommel and incendlary bombs
" over a large part of the coastal strip north of the
QUOJA R, B81light damage and scome casualties were caused,

Gs..

~

rd

Signed at 12/ nrs

.
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T ks SECRET
2 AUST GORPS JITELLIGEWCE REPORT o L8

(Information from 2000L/25 Nov to 2000L/26 Hov u3)
OPERATIONS
1. LAND ~ OV AlD EIEMY

T 9 AUST DIV (7ef liaps SAPELERRG & FORTIFICATION Point 1/25000),
After the capture of SATELIELRG Leishts early on 25 lov,

LS i

R the remainder of the day was spent in consolidating the ground
-, % won, nisevwacre there was active ratrolling ond enemy posi-
~ .‘{ tions were harassed by ariillery fire,
3z A patrol fram 2/43 En found enery diszing in at 654708 and
By the position was then engaged by our guns and nortars, Supply
X parties for 2/52 3n sncountcred strong cnenmy posts, including
S HMGs. and LNGs, at 630726 and these werc also shelled, The
=,. supply parties, hovever, werc still unchle to proceed, 2/28

Bn patrols to 617690 and 625696 saw no movement, A two-day
patrol from 2/15 Bn found an eneny position astride the track
at 623708 and killed two Japs, 4 patrol from GARABOK IRV up
the spur to 530700 saw cattle grazing on the south bank of the

y

l\ i
e,
,Ma.-t i
LS |

Q,Q SOHI_%— R and znesy moving at 578723, :
- !} In 26 Bde sector a patrol fram 2/2 Sn found that PALANKO
% /¢ Vas-unoccupicd and a 75mm jun was discovered at 569677, A
$ { . patrol west up a spur made contact withk 2/45 Bn at SATELBERG
.i ‘3“. 5 abt 1445 hrs,  As reported yesterday SiTILEERG Heights were
I captured early in the morning by 2/L8 tn azainst strong oppos—
T~= - itlon from the edemy rcarguard., At last lizht 2/plpiwi. -
s v. (less two companies) wus_a% 579679; D Coy wam at 555669 an
s e A Coy at 589661, Z/23 Bn after its heavy fizhting on 2k Nov
33\ captured'a 75mm gun at 553677, The dispositions of this unit
R at last lighi 25 Wov were : the Battalion (less 4 Coy) at
3 552679, end . Coy at 555579.

Since 18 iiov enemy casualties in the 26 Bde sector are

R
]

;7§ known to have been heavy., Apart fram thcse recovered and
\:j 3 < buried by the eneny themselves a tatcl of 112 bodies have been
: . 5 buried by our troops. In acditiop numergis graves have been
| o ;g Tound and casualslies inflicted by our artillery and mortar fire
- < are unknovn., In all the IPzizade has csptured three 75mm guns,
-‘ $ 2« -one 37mm Zun, twelve H¥Gs, (Jukis), thrce nortars and many
- , o & rifles- and Lilf3s, _
' : 37‘“ A patrol from 2/L4 Cav {Commanco) Scn to MARARUQ found that
.2 %% village unoccipied, Extensive fieldworkd at 540688, 548678
s ; 4+~ and a gun position a% 534673 had also becn abandoned, A patrol
335 to MOBEHG discovered tnzt well prepored positions from 538647
3% to 536643 had cen vacated by the enemy.

7 AUST DIV (rerl map ¥P XKUBARL, 4 inch to 1 mile),

On 25 liov a patrol from 2/25 Bn met con enemy patrol at
708652, Therc was a sharp action end casualties were suffered
by both sides,

SEA - OVAI
On nizht 24/25 liov our PT Zomis sank two enery barges moving -
south betwesn Sepe XINC WILTLIAM aad SIALUY,

SEA =~ FiEY _ _

At 0800 hys 24 Iov ax enemy submarine wos sighted about 70
miles ESE o SLNAMAULA, It crash dived on the approach of our
aircraft, .

= L4, AIR - O3
HAHBAZIVA
About 1000 hrt tventy-ecisht Mitchells and eicsht Maraudors
bambed a suspecued borge hideout and dump area near MAMBARIVA,
- The majority of borbs fell in the tarcet area and sane fires were
started, but ocservatiocn of results vwas preventecd by densc clouds
of smoke, A fotal of fif'ty~-four tons of bombs was dropped,
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PART I Contd

L (Gonta) GAQHATA
Two squadrons of Liberators bambed GASMATA airfiecld,
After the first groups of bambs had becn dropped, further

observwatlion of results was preventcd by smoke over the
target,

PART _II
5e EHEMY 00B : DIV

< ' 2 aust Corps Intelligence Report Wo L7 mentioncd as a
_ "Stop Press" item that two identification tabs attached to
Japanesc rifles ca%tured at AMINIK (ref B4LGASIM 4 inch to 1
mile, 400022) on 16 Hov 43 idantified clements at least of
239 Regt in that area,

During ¥arch 43 L1 Div arrived ot VETAK, :

There has been no evidence to prove that 237 Regt has
moved fram WEWAK, where it has probably becn engezed on air-
field and road construction worl,

tbout July 43 238 Rezt moved to the SI0=-BOIGA arsa and
uni t8 were subscecouently identified at 8aLMAUA, LAL and
FINSCHEAWEN during our successive admnces, A substanticl part, @
ingluding most of 2 Bn, has been committed in the TOIGA=- .
SATELBERG area. These and the troops evacuated from L.,E have
suffered heavy casualtiscs and the strensth of the t7holc reffi-

-ment is probebly now not more than 700 effectivas,

* " In the case of 239 Rogt there has becn only slight evidence
that it had moved to M.DANG, but this was lent some weight

. by the general trend of known enemy movements as well as a
PW statement in September 43 that part of the regh was engaged
on roaé constructlon work between IETAK and MADAIG and that
there were abont 1000 working at ALEXISHAFEN, It now becomes
. evident thut a portion at least of the regiment is on 7 sust
Div front, but in what strength is nob yet clears It is
possible that tws battalions havc moved forward and that the
third nae been assigned to coastal dcfence at SIO-

SR 8igned at 4/ f,s"hrs; ' ;AW . ’*'
; : - L't~col
: G8
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SEGRET
2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT Ho L7,

(Information from 2000L/24 FHov to 2000L/25 Nov L3)

PART I
OPERATTONS

1D ~ OWN AND ENEMY

AUST DIV (ref maps1/25, ZC series).

On 24 Hov in 24 Bde area 70 enemy dead were found and a
large defensive position was discovered to have been
vgeated, The enemy however was holding a strong position
with about one bsttalion at 6L2707, On SATELBERG R4 2/48 Bn
advanced to within 150 yds of the ridge, and a late report
indicates that this morning a footing was obtained on the
eastern end of the E=zights. '« ) i

Mopping up of the enemy in area 657702 was oompleted by
fighting patrols of 2/L43 Bn, but'a recce patrol from this
unit located enemy dug in at 654707 and enemy about one
battalion strength near 642707, Both positions were shelled
and mortared, Forty additional enemy including four officers
were buried in the area 6570 and - thirty more buried at 6411695,
150 enemy rifles were recovered at the latter point, Another
patrol found 800 Ffox holes which had been evacuated at 643705,
Considerable enemy movement was seen et 640734 and the area
was shelled by our artillery, :
" _Bast of SATELEERG 2/2: Bn found that the enemy had vacated
their forward positions consequent on our artillery fire, but
a party of ten enemy were dug in at 577677, Many Jap graves
were found in the area, Astride SATELSERG Rd B Coy Z/EE.Bn
advanced to the road bend at 559674 and then continued the
advance up the steep slope towards the top of the ridge, The
eneny held a strong position at the top of ths ridge and the .
company was held up by heavy fire, An outflanking movement
to the right silenced an enemy post and the company then
moved forward to 561675, D Coy then joined B Goy and three
eneny oounter-attacks towards last light were repulsed, Our

 forward troops were then about 150 yards from the ridge, B

Coy 2/23 Bn moved around the left flank of G Coy at 555674
to 555676 and attacked south down the ridge towards an eneny
position at 555675, The enemy counter—attaoked B Coy from

. the north and west in two waves, Heavy casualties were

inflicted upon the first wave and 3 Coy then withdrew
slightly to SW, and the seccond wave of the enemy attacked
their own position at 555675, B Coy taen recccupied their
position on the ridse at 554674, A 2/ Cav (Cormando) Sagn
patrol at 5546L5 sighted twenty enemy who then withdrew, A
patrol from 22 Bn found thet MOREN'G (535636) was clear of
enemy, |

Our artillery fired more than 2800 riunds on enemy positions
at 574676, 53767h, 575685 and enemy pockets on 2l g‘ge?fron‘b. .
Gun positions at éL;B729 and 619731 were also engaged, During
nig%rb 2h/25 liov our artillery harassed the enemy at L1735,
626730, 642706 and 657708,

At 1050 hrs this morning it was reported that owr troops

(presumably 2/48 Bn) had gained a footing on the eastern end
of SATELEERG Heights,

7 AUST DIV ( ref map DUMPU 1 inch to 1 mile)
On Nov there was active pabtrolling in 25 Bde ares and
casualties were inflicied upon a small Jap force at 707641,

2, SEA - OWH

3s

On night 23/24 Nov our PT boats sighted six barges loaded

with supplies moving south 6 miles south of HARDENSERG Point,
Our craf't attacked the barges and sank two,

AIR - ENEMY

FINSCHIAFEN (ref mapsi/25,000 series) '
At 4 hrs 24 Hov nine enemy bombers escorted by twenty
%Ehters droppcd bombs south of the airfield in the area

3 and in the sea at 647654, Ho damcge or cesualtias oe

reported, -




GTESTER I el LS STV e L e enelsyooaeli T g R T Ahthis PR R LT R

e | SEGRET
PART 2 |

o BNEMY SUPPLY BY SHILARIND
te According to a PW who was ab "MBarFIWSs from 20 Jul to 20 Oct
supplies to thabt point up t¢ the end of fumust U3 came by .
fishing- boat Ircm LOUIG Is, This was storped by the activity
of dllied PT boats, ‘

About the middle of Sept, submarine supsly was instituted,
and during a pcriod of ons month, six subs arrived, The submarines
were unloaded .by Tive type 4 barszes in $wo hours, Deck cargo
consisted of four canvas contoinsys cach £illed with 200 rubber
bags of suprlies; wich wore dragged to siwre by barses, The
deck cargo wias stated to weish 25 sons, In additisn, ammumnition
was transp-orted inside the submarine, enc transferred o a
single bozrse,

(Corment - - pnebably 40 - 15 tons arsmuni $ion, Total cargo
therefore 35 to 40 tons per submarine). _

Barges, hidden at ITAMPARIYA, carricd sap~lies to KANOMI and
returncd in one night, There wss a shortgge of barges due to
PT boat operations,

Barzes which evacuats casualties t: MALANG return empty,
but may dump supplies at XKIART. _ -

. . ) Panll 3 - T020GHPHICLL
5. TRACKS SATELBERG 4RF4 (rel ZATILSERG 2/25,3C0 shest) 3
* Tac /R reports a ocneh cut track ruming east from MARARUO
into the QUOZA River vallicy at 546735, It wes thon lost to
view but is considered to jcin the track from SATELDERG to the:
3200 £t feature (5il4634},

6, LANDING BEACHES GUSTKO ~ HASATETIG River
(ref FORPIFICATION B% 1/25,000 shecti), "
Tac./R reports that landinzs from barzes could he carried sut
at the undermeniisned »oiass, and zives the number aof barges
which could prohablyr 5z unlcaded sinmcitanecusly at each point,
a) Lagasn in squars 64763 5 barzes )

{b) Beach at &42773; & borges.

¢} Beach at €367538;10 barses. i
d) Beach at 6178056;12 barses, *

&) Beach MASAERG River mouth to 614G35; 30 barges,
' Elsewhere in the area, it is reported, the coral cliff sea
. wall varies from 5f to 25 £t in heirht :21d@ coral peef protudes .
above the water level for a width varying from 5 £t to 50 £t
from the coast line, It is cinsidercd that one barge at a
time could pass throush the narrow ertranze te the lagoon in
square 6476 and it is stated %hat there i3 a beach 100 yds long
at the north cnd sf tha 1agoon, wherc barzes could be off losaded,
It is consiésred tzat sarzes cold g prosch the shore line at
e2ch of bzaches (b), (=), (d) and (e) abuve before off loading,
- There are sigas of considerable enemy movemsnt in the areaq
end it is considered that opposition couid be expected at each
- of the points,

Corment . Reference tc acrial photographs confirms tha'
existence of the four beaczhes, but reises doubt as to whether
barges could entor the lazcon -2 B not »eveal the beach
at its noxzth -nd, .

- The dimenions of tihz raspceiive boaches are:—
Beach (b) - epbout 100 yds long and 4G yas wide,

Beach {c¢) ~ About. 350 y2s long ard 2¢ £t wigde,
Beach (4} - Abdout 500 Yds long ard 30 yds wide,
Beach (¢) -~ About 300 yds long arg 5- yds wide,
Bigned at 2 /0 irs, ﬁt-col L
S . . Gs
BET0P PRESS: ) ’
ENEMY 00B

Two cloth idsntification tabs attachsd to Jap rifles
captured at AMINIX (ref 3AG4SIE 1 inek to 1 mile L00022) on 16
Eg? U3 identify ot lenst elements of 239 Rezt of U4 Div in E
e area. '0'

e, . ‘ e . . P B A
o - . - O T . B S VU . R .
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2 AUST CORFS II'ELLICENCE REPORT Ho L6

(Information fram 2000L/23 Hov to 2000L/2l Hov L43)
PART I
QPERATIONS

LARD = OWI{ AND ELEMY

g _AUST DIV (ref maps 1/25000 series)

Late on 22 Hov and on 23 Hov the Tighting was confined to 2i
Bde sector, Astride SATELBERG Rd, activity was restricted to
strong patrolling by our troops.

__Patrols from 2/ii3 Bn mépped up snall enemy parties near
657702 but some enemy 6till remained in the area, A patrol
found PINO HILL (649724) to be occupied by the enemy and it was
then shelled by our artillery, & patrcl from 2/32 Bn captured
numerous encmy weapons including one flcme-thrower near 700
and located a company position at 637707, This pogition was
also shelled Folloving two strong encmy abttacks on C _Co ‘s
position at 531723 lote on 22 Nov tie company moved to 6_‘55¥ .

in their attack on 2l Bde front on 22 Hov the enemy lost 150
killed for certain and probably many morc. .

In the SATELEERG Rd avea, on 23 Hov, 2/2ls Bn heavily mortered
enomy positions &t 577677 aad 577679. There was no advance in
the seetor but both 2/48 and 2/23 Bns patrolled extensively to
the south cnd S¥ of SATELBERG. A 2/4 Cav {Cammando) Sqn patrol
fom%dsﬁhat ghguegﬁmy h-;.i-.‘.t:_eccezf_tl -evaguatedtlarﬁeﬁ%‘%Eh‘%g woﬁ%ﬁ:& at
an nat Tootprints on track HORELG - -
R 8 av ;u?’éw a?Ll Iec‘i norsn, B B '

Our artillcry shelled enery positions ab 618729, 650736 and
623729 and henvily shelled the suspected location of HQ 20 Div
ond dump oreas at HONGARA (609717).

Duping niszht 23/24 Hov there was some moveinent on 24 Bde front
and two enemy were killed,  Artillery horassed the enemy at
657708, 650736, 6Y2736, 642706, PIN0 HILL and 625729.

{ _AUST DIV (ref map URIGIIA 1 inch to 1 Mile)
On 23 Wov 2/2 Cav (Gommando) Sqn reported that URIGINA (38585h)

- gnd URTA (423865) were clear of eneny,

The tobal numbcr of cncmy Sonfirmed killed in 7 Div areca from
48 Oct to 22 Hov is 2/.

ATR ~ OWH (2L ITov)

KALASA.

At 0830 hrs nine Mitvchells and ten Msrauders attacked the

village, dusps and bivouac areas in vicinity of FALASA.

At about 0930 hrs nire 1iitchells and six Bostons bombed and
stpaffed villages and tracks from KALASA to SIALUM Islend fram
a minimum altitude, Mony huts and »wildings wers Gestroyed and
fires started, One 4i wmun was destroyed at HARDENEERG Point,

GASMATA

Tio reports are yet to hand of the strikec on GASHATA by three
gquadrons ol Liberato.s.

3. AIR = ENEMY

FILUSCHHAFEN ~ 23 Iiov

(a) At 0100 hrs onc sguadron of enemy ciperaft bombed MOREHG
(5314635}, Iic »apors of damage nas been received,

(b) A%t 0920 hro nine Suoiy bompefs escerted by fighters dropped
bombs near HUMAVAe. lio damage was caused,

PART II

I ENEMY O0B

(a) A coptursd 00 Zor bho enany attack on 2 Bde positions
on 22 lfov showicd that the attack from the north on the
coastal track BOIGA - K4TIKA wos carried out by 2 Bn

8’ cht.
ggdcrs issued probably on 11 Wov contained reference 1o

7 and 8 Coys cnd 2 4G Coy of 238 Regh as ihc coastal
attackins force,

-
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- PART II Contd,
(a) Contd,

COMMBIT - Of the »emainder of 2 B, 6 Coy is considercd
ineffeciive and 5 Czy is gt present unlocated,

(b) The same 00 for the Jap attack on 22 Ifov from the I along
the north bank sf the S0IIG R identifics 1 and 2 Bns of 79
Regt, '

-The orders probably issued on 11 Iuv also included 12 Coy
of 79 Rext and L Coy 26 P& Artyr ii this force,

{c) A PW has stated ti.at 20 Div HOQ moved to wieinity MOIGARA |
on 10 Hov, T

{(d) Captrred documents identify as thc csastal defence force
LAKOHA - XAWOMI 3 Bn fless 12 Coy) af 79 Regt, togethor
with 20 Div tpt Rezt; 79 Regtl pun Coy cauipped with Min
guns; sorc ngval tps ineluding a p.om pom undit; angd »essibly
a reformed unit of 102 Iaf Regu,

{e) 80 Rezt was responsible for the dei'cnce of the SATELEERG
area but only 2 and 3 3ns are specwfied, There is no men- ‘
tion of {1 Bn,

(£) Capt INOUYE appcurs ts 2mve conmandad a mixed force of less
than 3a strengsh located on the hicAr spound about 3000 yds
west of KUiAWA, This force grparently comprised part of
10 Coy 80 Regt (which INOUYE previ-usily commandcd); éne

coy of 102 Regt and elaments -Ff 233 Regt,
COMMEIT - Our patrsls report that this force hos withe
drawn northwards.

(g) 20 Div EBngr Regt wias shown in 11 I"ov srders on the high
gr-und SE of PALAGKO,

5., ENEMY INLAND SUFPLY. ROUTES
) Confirmation of provicus informutisn on the cnemy inland supply
route from SIALUM throuzh XKALASA has Peen recoived,
A captured 00 issued by 20 Div at IAMBARIVA on 27 Sep cbntoine
an instruction to CO 20 Div Enzr Regt 5 wadertake construction
of the road over vhich the Div was ts advc.lcc,
CO 20 Div Engr Regt wiih under c¢wricnd the advance party of 33 ‘
Indep Engr Regt, was to duild o road irom I-RBARIVA to TUSAKQ in -
three sections :-
(i) Fram GAMSARIVA to SIALUKM with porticulapr attention
to the cliff truck near SCHARNETURET Pt.
{COMIIZIT - Probably GIEISEIAU Pt is meant as at this
point there is o difficult sceti -n aloag the cliff
face, At SCHARNAORST Pt therc is no rezl difficulty).
(11;.4 "mountain arty track! fram SI-LUM to KALASA.
(iii) After L Oct, -
Fragn KALASA throush ORARAKO -—nd ZAGAREMI to TUSAMO
"so that mountain arty ean pass,™
The 00 alsec instructed 20 20 Div Brgr Kot to make contacet
secretTy with TAKEHAIIA Tn. (i II Sr 79 Regt) and TAITARA TaT,
COMMEITT «
- (a) ©/1% TANARA wos adJt of 30 Indep Engr Reghb about
Sep this yonr,

(b) . P¥ from IiTI Dn 79 Rest stcted that his regt
marchcd shuth Trom KALASA by the inlend route carry-
inz foad zndg amrditisn and arrived in SATELLERG
arva abou’ i Oct, EHe addzd that they could not
bring their 79mm Pd Guns overlond with them but were
cguipped with six "Pype 94 ¥ Mitn Guns instecad.

. ;.‘-a—f"i.f_ii‘-
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6, JAPAUESE DATLY RATION IN NEW GUINEA

} ' From a study of captured documents, it scems that, under
favourable circumstances the follawing ration is issued to

: the Japanese in HEW GUDINEA :=- .

Staple Food

: Rice (polished) per men per day 870 grms

. . Supploomentary Foods

i Tinned beef ' o 90 grms

T Dehydrated vesetables 120 grms

P Soy Sauce 15 arms

_ Povwdered bean pastec 15 gros
S . Sugar : 15 grms

Salt _ - 15 _grms .
; . Total per man per day 1140 grms -
":, B . - .5 le. ‘

o ‘.) Wjutritious " substitutes for the above supplementary faods:

may be such things as compresscd plekled plums, or compressed -

] fish, In addition, cigarettes and sweets may be issued, Often
however, Japanecse have not received the above ration in a forwvarda
area, and in some cases the staple £30¢ ration is cut by hall

" or one-third, Supplementary food may exclude beef and vegetables,
THI for which native foods in varyi;zg quantities are substituted,
Signed at 22 Ig hrs. ) -

= Lt-col
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SECRET
2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT No L5

(Information from 2000L/22 Nov to 2000L/23 Hov L3}
PART I
OPERATIONS

LAND -~ OWil AND ENEMY :

g AUST DIV (ref maps SATELSERG and FORPIFICATION Point 1/25,000)

On 22 Nov there was heavy fishting in the areas held by both
ol .and 26 Bdes, anc the enemy made two converging attacks from
north and west towards the mouth of the SOKG R. .

In the 244 Bde sector an eneny force estimatied at one conpany
attacked D Coy 2/43 Bn at 655701, bul wan repulsed with av
legst tyenty killed including two officers, One platoon of
2/32 Bn moving along a jeey track,whickh is used for taking sup-
plies to forward positions, encountcred thirty enemy.at 639705,
This area was then shelled by our srtillery. At 4300 hrs
about one Company of the enemy attacked the positions of 2/43
Bn near the SONG R at €43697 but were driven back and at 1630
hrs D Coy 2/32 Bn counter-sttacked, killed twenty-twg and
clearcd the area as iar north as the kunai pateh at 639701,

C Coy of the seme unit occupied thc high zround at 631723 and
in the laitc aftcrnoon the enemy lawiched an attack ggzainst this
position also, Hc details of the action arc yet available,

A 2/28 BEn patrol met and killed threc out of five Japs at
633695, The patrol then saw twenty enomy digging in near the
creck at 632696 and killed threce mcre, Heavy artiblery fire
on the position forecd the remainder of the enemy to withdraw.
During the aftcrnson a small cnemy f orcs spproached the post
held by C Coy 2/28 Bn at 636692, bui weag. cngaged by our mor-
tars and compclled to retire,

Durihy nisht 22/23 Hov there was somc énemy movement in ihe
ol Bdc sector and our artillery harasscéd the enemy in the aress
about 6573, 6470 and 6273,

On 22 fiov in the 26 Bde ssctor, G Coy 2/24 Bn attacked the
cnemy force which is strongly dug in at 577678, but werec un-
able to dislodge 1%, At lpst light B and C Coys wore occup-
ying positions in close contact with the cnemy at 579679 and
578679, while A and D Goys were further west ab 575675, In

the contre astride the SATELBERG R4 2/48 Bn advanced close to
the ford on the uppar SEKI at 556675 b1t found the position
strongly held by the cnemy, ¥canvhila G Coy 2/23 Bn advanced
norbh up & spur to 554675 where they made contact with the en-
emy, B and D Coys of that Battalion wcrc then at 554672 and

554670 and A Coy was in reserve at 5623563,

Our grtillery supportcd the 26 Bde advance and shelled encmy
positions at 575677, 56367k, a gun position at 647726 and cnemy
moving at WAREO and NOHGARA (609716}

7 _AUST DIV (rcf mep URIGINA and DULPU A1 inch to 1 HMile)

On &2 liov Tac R and patrol reports indicate that thorc is
inercascd enemy activity in the KISA area (L782).

In the 25 Bde sectar a patrol from 2/25 Dn rcached 7086l7
and on the right a patrol from 2/2 Pnr BEn to MUNGO (855630)
and GURIA (881595) fourd thosc villages clear of the cnemy,

SEA -~ OVl (night 22/23 Illov)

a) SI1O0
~“Bur light surfacc craft destroycd thrce loaded cnemy bar-
gqa.off SI0, Secveral cnemy in addition are belicved to
hove been killed on the beach, Our crait were engaged
with small- ealibre fire from the hoach and the barges,

(b) ELUGEER POIRT-

Four loadeG cacmy bargcs soulh bound were attacked by

PT boabts off BLUCHER Pt, Two barges viere sunk and onc
probably sunk, The PT boats were iired -upon by a thrce
inch shore battery.

-ti=




PART I Contd

3 AIR - OWN
D SUPPORT 9 AUST DIV - 23 lov,
etween 0930 hrs and 1015 hrs fiftcen Mitchells and six Bosw
tons attacked targets inthe SATELBERG area, MOREHG village
was accurately bambed, the aircraft being directed ontc the
target by smoke from our cuns, -

The villages and tracks from JOANGENG to KULUNGTUFU- and from
BOING-BANGENG to RGANDUD were bombed and strafed from g mini-
mum altitude, Memerous huts and buildings were desiroyed,

In all fourteen tons of bombs were dropped,

At 0955 hrs five Mitchells dropped ammunition and stores at

638731, where the forward companies of 2/32 Bn are located,

SIGHTINGS

A Liberator on reconmnalssance at 1105 hrs 22 Nov observdd one
5500/6000 ton merchant vessel and one destroyer at 01,00 N,
149,10 B, The merchant vessel was attacked and left sinking
after a direct hit and a near miss with {000 1b bombs,

L, AIR ~ ENEMY

FINSCHHAFEN Area (ref maps 1/25000 series)
(a) At 1110 hrs 22 Hov ten enemy aircraft bemped.the area
6269, ©No damage was caused ané only one casuslty

suffered,

(b) At 1835 hrs three enemy aircraft dropped five bombs at
641693 without causing any damage,

(e) At O450 hrs 23 Nov one enemy bomber dropped three bombs -

in the area 6468, There is no report of damage or cas-
ualties,

_ PART II
5. EIEMY 00B : SATFLEERG - BONGA area
{ref 2 Aust Corps Int Report No b3 para 5 (a))
Therc is same evidence that I Bn 80 Rest, which lost most of
its effectives in the severc fishting at SALAMAUA and prob-
ably many of the remainder in the retrcat from LAE to KIARI,
has 1 beén at least partially reformed,

The battalion was not mentioned in the movement order of
80 Regiment dated 12 Aug from BOGADJII to FINSCHHAFEN, but a
dilary captured in the SATELBERG area Jn 16 Nov 43 contains
the followlng entries :- :

S 41 Sep killed and wounded of No 4 Bn:

Maj JINHD - wounded

o 1 Coy .
CO Capt NAKATA - wounded -
Ho 1 P1l Co 2/Lt IKEGAMI - killed :
HH-2 P1 CO 2/Lt TOKIWA - killed
o 3 Pl GO0 2/Lt HIRAKAWA = killed
HQ Sqd Y0 SUZUKI - killed,

No 2 Coy
C0 4/Lt NARKAJIMA - kilied

1/Lt AKIVAMA -~ killed

Ho 1 MG Coy
CO0 Capt HIMEJIMA -~ wounded

1Lk S8ep arrived at FLHSCH

16 Sep organised No 1 Indep P1 - CO 2/Lt MURASHIMA,Y

As all the above officers are known to belong to 80 Regh, it -
is fairly certain that the lic 1 Bn referred to is I Bn of
that regiment,

In addition an enemy mgp captured in the FINSCHHAFEN area,
which gave dispositions as at {4 Oet, included ".'1/3 - ph, ¢
which may have been part of I Bn 80 Regt, !

It seems rcasmably certain,therefore, that I Bn 80 Regt has

been at least partially reformed and is now in the SATELBERG-
BOIIGA areas

-.2—- -
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- PART I ocontd
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EilEAY IDENPIFICATIONS AITD IRTERTT CHS
A PW captured sfter the attack #n D Coy 2/43 Bn at 655701 on

22 Hov is reported to belong to 8 Coy 236 Regl.

The P¥ stated

that his co

mpany had been ordercd to attack from PIN0. ¥ILL

L (e48724) in co-ordination with an attack 2y somc part of 20 Div,
- (GOMLEHT' Probably part af 79 Regt) wesiward from the general
i area 6370, He adéed "that i1t was intendod that the twa firces
. should 1ink up at the mouth of the SO0IG River." :

(Reprt from 9 Aust Div in Sitrep 172)

ENEMY LOGATIOIIS AND SUPPLY ORGAMI ZAT IOIT -

~ The some PW stated that at Lleast pact of HQ 20 Dlv is located
o 500 yords north of NONGARA village I()60971:) )e He said that
i supplies IT'sr BONGA were landed by barze naar KAITOMI and.had o

gedbrought by a ration party of twonty meca by a round trip of
-'J.VS.

(Report Lrom 9 Aust Div in Sitrep 172)

Sismed at 2320 nrs,

. Lt=-cnl
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1e LAND = OWN AMD ENEAY
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9 AUST DIV (r?f maps)SATELBERG and FORTIFICATION Point
: 1/25,000

The first phase of the battle for SATZLBERG has been
guccessfully concluded and on the main approach the enemy
hag been forced back to within 1000 yds of the SATELBERG
Migsion itself,

On afternoon 21 ¥ov in the 26 Bde Sector patrols from
2/28 - Bn to the gest found the encmy still in nosition
about 566677, A Coy then moved round the southern flank
and at last lisht occupied a knoll on the ridge about
57L4677. Heanwhile 2/18 Bn continued to ad¥ance astride the
SATELSERG Rd, although some resistance was met in the
morning from small enemy nockets, By 1700 hrs an enemy
strongnoint was located on the hizh ground at 554669,

The battaelion attaclked and with tank sup-ort capiured

the position, At last 1light D Coy was at 554669, B Coy

at 555668, A Coy at 559666 and C Coy in reserve at 566663,

On the left A Coy 2/23% Bn moved from 56266l due west on the
south side of the SATELBERG Rd and reached 55666L by last
light after some heavy going, The remainder of the batialion
ggssgésposed as follows: B Coy at 574651, C and D Coys at

26064

Purther to the left 2/ Cav (Commando) Son and 22 Bn
continued their active patrolling vestwards, but made no
contact with the enemy,

In the 26 Bde Secior north of the SONG River the enemy, i
despite his unsmcecessful counter attack on the 2/32 Bn
position at mid~day 21 Nov, sent a further party of 37 men
dovmn the track from WAREO at 1555 hrs, These were engaged
by our MMGs and are reporied to have been all killed, At
1620 hrs another party, some 20 strong, also came down the
track from the west, but were engaged by our artillery )
and MMGs and at lezgt ten casualiies were inflicted,
Meanwhile a patrol eastwards to 6L46737. sav no enemy,but a
subseaquent patrol west to 629729 found and killed 2 Japs,
Further west a 2/28 Bn patrol smbushed about U0 enemy moving
gouth at 625715 and k#élled 8 of them, & PIB patrol reported
that the enemy drageged a field gun up the GUSIKA ~ 3ClGA
track on 19 Nov, In the 20 Bde arca myiorcus patroils'were
sent out but no contact was made, ,

At 0800 hrs this morning the enemy thade z small scale
attack on a 2/13 Bn outvost at 655711, but the attack was
repulscd, Two 75 mm guns are reported to be located in the
general area 6473,

During 21 Nov our artillicry supported the 25 Bde advance
and also engaged enemy vositions at 55567l and 550676 and
harzssed enamy movement near WARRO and BONGA,

Z AUST DIV (ref map DUMPU 1 inch to 4 milca

Patrols from G Aust MG Bn report GOMUKU (935492) clear of

the enemy,

2, AIR -- OWN

CLOSE SUPPORT. 9, AUST. DIV - 22 NOV
“Between 1000 hrs and 1050 hrs siztoéen Hitchells accurately
bombed and strafed villages, tracks and dumps in the WAREQ -
JUNGAING area, Resulbts were not observed due to cloud and
thhck timber, Sixtecn tons of bombs were dropped,

81z Bostons, which were unable to locate the primary target
owing to cloud, bombed and strafed WALINGAI and AGO villapes
and the coastal track, Grass fires were sterted,

-
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2, AIR = OWN Contd,
..Ji.l.iéi‘ﬁ
Thirty~two Liberators and seventy Mitchells attacked

targets in the GASHATA area, ILight and heavy AA positions
end dumps at MALANGRUT, GASHATA, DILILO and on the AVAHAIN

Islands were bombed and dumps anﬂ AA positions near the
alr strips were bombed and strafed, Four of our asircraft

{i.

vere badly damased by AA but returned to basey one leerator

is missing,

Se AIR = ENEMY

At 0750 hrs 22 Nov two navy 1ight bonbers were over the
9 Div area on andarently a high level reconnaissance,

Signed at 2230 hrs

fW

t-col
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2 AUST CORPS INTELIICENCE REPORT No 43

(Information fram 2000L/20 Hov to 2000L/21 Nov 43). .
" PART I
OPERATTONS

1, = OWN AND ENEWY . . : '
AUST DIV (Ref maps SATELEERG & FORTIFICATION Point 1 inch

- to 1 mile) )

The fighting for the approgches to SATELBERG still continues,
but in the coastal sector the enemy supply route Trom BONGA
t0.-WAREQ has _been cuts -~ )

During 20 Nov 2/18 Bn maintained its steady advance despite
stiff enemy rocistance and the difficulties of the terrain,
After reaching 562663 by 1330 hrs the battalion again attacked
and seized the commgnding ground on the 2400 feature at 56266k,
capturing some weapons and cquipnent, The eneny was deeply
dug in with well concezled bunkers and was further protected

- by an anti-tank ditch and mines, By lust light’A and B Goys
were at 56266l, D Coy at 565662 and C Coy at 56766,

On the right the situation in the 2/2L
Bn area is little changed, A patrol eastwards found the track
to 596678 clear, but cnemy positions were located at 575677
and 576677, lMeanvhile on the left, A Coy 2/25 Bn made a
successful attack and occupnied the encmy post at 562661 and a
patrol subscequently establishked contact with 2/L8 Bn on the
road, From EK&iU74 2/L Cav Cosmando Sqn again patrolled west
and south without Tinding the enemy and patrols from 22 Bn
made no contact.

North of the S0NG R, 2/32 Bn continued its advance HW from
637717 at ©930 hrs 20 Hov and seized a position astride the
BORGA ~ YAREQ track at 635732 by last lisht, There wias scab-
tered enemy resistance, but this was partly dcalt with by our
artillery and our pstrols mopped up the remacinder, Furthertovards
the coast 2/43 Bn found ithat the hill feature at 650740 was
8till held by the enemy, Later this position was shelled and
engaged by mortar fire. On the lcft of 2/32 Bn a PIB patrol
found a small cnemy party in position at 626724, by-passcd it
and pushed on to 632727, where they occupled an old cnemy post.
Elsewhere thorc was patrol activity only,

Enemy cquipment ¢aptubed during the éay includes sceven HMGs,
soveniteen LkGs and two 81mm mortars, -

Our ertillery supporited 26 Bde throughout the day and also
engaged an cnemy post at 569675 and suspected gun positions
at 555670 and 558676,

The night 20/21 Wov waé relatively quiet, but active patrolling
was carried out from first light this morning, At 1400 hrs
the general situation was that 2/32 Bn was firmly holding its
position estidide the BOIGA -~ WAREO track after rcpulsing an
eneory counter-attack at 1200 hrs, On the SATELEERG Rd patrols
fran 2/48 Bn moved well forwerd and met slight opr-sition only,
The cneny apparently withdrew during the night and it is c¢x-
pected that his next defcensive position will te found on the
spur at 555672,

2, SEA - FNEMY

At 1220 hrs 19 Hov five stcamships were observed in MADANG
Harbour and at 1320 hrs 20 Hov another ship was sccn entering
the Harbgour,

At 1830 hrs 20 Nov 2 submarine was again s ecn off Cape
ORFORD at 05,30 8., 152.10 E.

3 AIR - OWII

DIRECT SUPPORT 9 AUST DIV ~ 21 HOV

Betwecn 41015 hrs and 1045 hrs eleven Bostons bombed ahd
straffed villares and tracks in vieinity of MASANGKOO, FIOR,
KAUNKO, WAREO and ZAGAEEIT from o minirumn altidude, In all
fifty-four stnaffing passes werc macc and 63 tons of bombs
aropped on thc villages, Results were not observed,

R .
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3, Contd

GASMAT &, Twanty~four Liberators successfully bambed RING
RING village end dump arcas between ANWER R. and GASMATA
strip, but results were not observed,

4, AIR -~ ENRMY ) .. :
One of ocur MTBs was attacked in the VITIAZ Stralts by o
Twin-engined bomber, There was one near miss only, -

PART TI

5« A diary dated 29 Oct to 13 Nov capbtured at GREEN RIDGE(576682
~Ref SATELEERG Sheet 1/25000} &n 16 Nov gives  further evidence
" of new enemy formations moving into NEW GUINEA, '

An extract dated 3 Hov reads 1~ .

"From early morning the enemy concentrated artillery
fire on our positions, The order was given for our
Torce to ease up on its attack and t¢ prepore for a
long defence, Ho rice for last monbhy = .. Heard
that 20 Div will be replaced by 46 and L Divs sometime
this year, "

On 13 Hov there is the entry:-

i _ "Reeeived threc days' rations amounting to 2 go of
" rice per day.".

COMMENT :

(a) The owner of the diary was TAKATA Kiyemitsa of

HIGUMA Sec, HURASHTMA P1, It is thought that this

is an independent platoon under 2/Lieut MURASHIMA,
and is abt present under commsand 4 Bn 80 Regt,

{b) Evidence haz been gradually accumulating for some
months tc indicate the possible arrival of Y Div
in NEW GUINZA, BEven now the information is by no
: means conclusive but it is sufficient to make the
‘ S presence of the Division in the island at least
‘a2 probability, The : mention cf 16 Div is not
strongly supported by other cvidence and is treai-
ed with reserve for the time being,

(¢c) A "G0" is one-third of an pint, Onec-third of a
pint of rice weighs 6,36 0z, Thc daily ration
of rice is therefore about 12% ozs.

. .
AT

: g /appriete
Signed at 22%J hrs, : ~ Lt-col
: GS
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;. ., 2 AUST-GORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT Mo L2,
.7 {Information from 2000L/49 Nov to 2000L/20 Nev L3)

PART 1

e —————

’7‘{ v OPERATIONS
4 4,- LAND — OWN AND ENEMY .

Lot AUST DIV (Ref maps BATELBERG and FORTIFICATION Point.1/25,000)
T During 19 Nov 26 Aust Inf Bde continued its attack on the '
e... -7 enemy's positions in front of SATELBERG and made some progress
.- . against heavy opposition, -
. On .the right B Coy 2/24 Bn afteér an artillery concentration
, on the enemy's strongpost at 576676 attacked and drove the
: Jdapanese 'Trom that position, At last light the Coy was digging
. in at 578678 in close contact with the enemy at 577678, In
. . the,centré 2/48 Bn continued to advance, but the terrain is
. oo difficult, the enemy is strongyentrenched and our tanks were
' - delayed by anti~tank ditches as well as by magnetic and land
: mines, Progress is therefore slow, At 1830 hrs the enemy
: counter attacked but were repulsed , after this our forward
Q_ troops followed wp and captured the high ground at 563633,
~During the.day one 75 mm gun, two 37 mm Q¥ guns and several
- MGs were knocked out in addition to those reported last night,
On the left C Coy 2/23 Bn withdrew from its forward position
at 561666 and.rejoined 4 Coy at 563658, -
In the coastal dector! a 2/43 Bn patrol to 657738 located
- an eneny position, held’by .an-estimated 30 Japs, on the
‘northern -edge of the plantation, The position was engaged
) -by our artillery, On the ocutpost line reported yesterday
- v2/98Bn has established standing patrols, each of one platoan,
* _' - at 633698 and 6244702 and has patrolled forward to 62470L
- -where a few Japs were found, _
* .In the 20 Bde sector.2/15 Bn is patrolling forward from -
GARABOK and made some slight contact, 2/17 Bn has established
: standing patrols, each of 2 platoons, at 61468l and 608678
" . while 2/13 Bn has 2 platoons at 598677 in touch with a 2/24
Bn patrol at 597678., - ’ :
- On the extreme left 2/t CGav Coramando patrols from KUMAWA
to south and west found no enemy, On the other hand = patrol

‘@ - - from 22 Bn found thet MORENG (531636) and ‘the track junction
e  at 534640 were occupied by the enemy, cstimated at one Company,

T - -Other extensive patrols tc the west saw no sign of the enemy,
. - Last night (19/20 Wov) was generally quiet, but our
" »artillery harassed enemy troops at 652738, .

This morning, 20 Nov, 2/48 Bn again attacked and is
pressing forward slowly along the razor back ridge against an
enemy who is taking every advantage of the dense bamboo
thickets on either side of the *rack, The total distance

- advanced up to 1330 hrs was some 250 yds and the forward
platgonis are now at 562663, HMeanwhile 2/23 Bn successiully
attacked the enemy position at 563660 and is patrolling
further north, On, the right nonth of the SONG 2/32 Bn

N bas moved forward -to 637717 but has not yet made contact
- - =¥ sl nwith-the enemy, ' S -
7 _AUST DIV (ref map GUSAP 1 inch to 1 mile),
A patrol from 2/6 MG Bn'has reached WAMUNTI (030470) without

finding any enemy.

R - OWN

2, %I( a) On morning 19 Nov eight Bostons carried out a bombing

: and strafing mission along the coast from GUSIEO to NUZEN,
Six tons of bombs were dropped and many places were .attacked
with MG fire, It was considered that the coastal track was
well used by wheeled vehicles,
(b) On the same morning nine Mitchells escorted by Lighi nings
conducted a barge search and photographic mission along the
CAPE GLOUCESTER to REIN Bay area at a minimum altitude,

\

ey
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- 8igned at 2230 hrs,

* Du ) SECRET

Three barges were sighted off GAPE RAOULT, one of which
was destroyed by a direct hit; and three f)e‘anhed barges

of a smaller type at GRASS Point were s{rafed but ‘appeared
to have been previocusly damage Intense and accurate
light automatic AA fire up to 2500 f{ was encountered at
CAPE RAQULT, which was bombed and strafedy

Operations on 20 Nov.

o FoTEeTTy AREA

This morning twenty-four Mitchells and eighi Marauders
bombed villages in the KULUNGTUFU Areg, Direct hits were
observed on a number of huts gnd in the villages,. . The
mission bt KULUNGTUFU is reported to have been demolished,
In gll thirty-one tons of bombs were droppeds The irack
from KULUNGTUFU to BERI and LALANG is rsported to be well
used, apparently by wheeled vehiclesy -

(b) KIARA ta RG Point, S

Nine Bostons made a barg¢ search.of the coast between
KIART and HARDENERRG Pointe The coconut grove and
tracks in vieinity of VWALD Bay were bombed and strafed,
Eight tons of bombs were diopped but results were not
observed, _ ‘ . ‘

(c) NEW BRITAIN ;o
 During the morning fifty-one Liberators bombed the

" plantation at RING RING near GASMATA, Thc target was
repeatedly hit shd Tires started, but results were not

. sjbserved.. '

(d) ALEXISHAFER . | . :

. Eighteen Mitchells on a shipping sthike $o HANSA Bay

, reported no shipping observed]  The airdceraft continued
on north to ALEXISHAFEN and bombed and strafed barges,
dumps and defensive positions along the coast. desiroying
~'a number of huts, Bombs Were also dropped on LONG Island, r
One of our aircraft made a forced landing at HANSA Bay ;
and. one at ALEXISHAYEN, .

(e) SIGHTINGS .

‘At 0313 hrs 20 Hov a Catalina on patrol reported three

- merchant ships, two escarts and one 10,000 ton mcrchant
ship at 3,30 S 151450 E, Two direot nits werc cbtainod
on the 10,000 ton merchant ship which was left burning
firom bow to stern, :

One Liberator on reconnaissance reported two heavy
cruisers and five corvettes at a posltion 041,00 S JL49,30 B
at 1210 hrs 19 Nov, course {90 degrees, speegl Ffifteen
knots and at 1320 hrs a 5500/7000 ton vessel at 02,10 S
138,00 E, One submerine, which was sighted, crashed !
dived on:the approach of our aircraft, |

2

AIR ~ ENEMY . 3 |

(a) At 1650 hrs 19 Nov nine enemy medium bombers escorted |
by fighters were intercepted by our fighters over the -
9 Div area and were compelled to drop their bombs in the
-gea, No damage is reported, _
(b) Eorly on 2 Nov one bomber dropped ten bombs south
of LANGEMAK Bay but no reports of damage or casealties,
have been received, -
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(Infarmation from 2000L/18 Nav to 2000L/19 Hov U43)

PART 1

4o LAHD - OWN AND ENEMY

AUST DIV (ref map SATELBERG 1/25000), '

- 26 Aust Inf Bde .continued its atlacks on the eneny positions
in front ‘'of SATCLBERG throughout 18- HNov, There was heavy
resistance, however, and progress was slow,

On the right 2/2) En.patrolled actively ané supported by
artillery Tire forced the enemy to withdraw from the greater

.. part of the 2600 feature (579679), although the enemy still
held their posts at 577677, ' -

2/L8 Bn continued to attack westwards astride the SATELBERG

R4 and by 1300 hrs 10 Nov captured the enemy positions on
COCONUT RIDGE at 566663 after bitter fighting, - Subseguently
more .resistance was encountered further to the west, Al last
“light A snd D Coys vere at 565662 and B and C Coys at 566663,

4 nd C Coys 2/23 Bn olsardéd an enemy position at 563657 and

A Goy then occupied the track junction at 562658, while G Coy
meved north and seized an enemy camp astride the SATELBERG
Rd at 561666, ‘ .

During the day C Coy 2/15 Bn occupied GARABOK (596687) and

a patrol moved NW up the spur to 584698, The patrol reported
that the track on the ridge showed no signs of recent use,
There was extensive patrolling in gll other sectors,

- Our artillery in accition to sgpporting the 26 Bde attack
shelled an eneny position at 604677 and engaged enemy troops
moving on the trgek near V. y FIOR and MASANGHKOG, _ During
night 18/19 Nov suspected gun stations in the area 5666 were
also harassed, ‘ L

After a quiet night 18/19 Ilov, 26 Aust Inf Bde continued

its attacks this morninz. A 2/2L bn pctrol east from the
2600 feature found the enemy entbephed at 587679, which vas
then registered by our artillery, 2/486 Bn continucd their
advance with tank support and drove the eneny fram 564663,
At 140G hrs the battalion had reached 563663, where heavy
fighting was taking place, In this sector the enemy are
strongly dug in along both sides of the road in dense bamboo
thickets, Our tanks lmocked out two 37mm guns, two HICGs
and several LiiGs, Known enemy casualties. to 1400 hrs are.
seventy killed,

On 19 Hov also the reserve brigades established outgost
jines from 633697 to 621701, 61468l to 608678 and 598677 to
596687 to cover possible lines of encmy approach, In this
area it wos discovered thet the enemy had evacucted their
position at 603677, '

2, SEA - OWN !
- Yoo PT boaks made no contacts on night 18/19 Nov, but observed
. a signsl light flashing to scaward on FORTIFICATION Point,
3. BOBEA -~ FENEEY
Th enemy submarinc was sighted off Cape ORFORD on a course o¥
180 degrees at 05,30 south 152,10 east.
i, AIR - ENEMY )
Berore Tirst light 19 Hov enemy aircraft dropped threc bombs
neer the QUOJA R, Mo damage was reported,
5¢ AIR ~ OWN 19 Hov.
(a) Direct support, 9 AUST DIV
Tn the morming nine Bostons bombed and strafed targets
near SATELEERG itself from an altitude of 50 feet, Four
~tons of bombs wcre dropped bub results yere not observed,
(b) KULUHGTUFU
Tmenvy-one Mitchells and six Marauders dropped 38 tons
‘of bombs on this village and direct hits were secn on
huts and dunpsa
(¢) IKTERCEETION
Six Ligatnings on shiprning patrol off FINSCHAAFEN were
intercepted by tvielve enemy bombors and fifteen fighters,
One of our plsnes w-s bally Gsmaged, There were no enemy
losscs, e
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PART TII - TOPOGRAPHY
6 ENENY_TRAGKS

(a) MASANGKOQ - SATELBERG Track
{Ref map SATELBERG 1/25000) :
Fram Tac/R it is reported that the above route is a

double track with deep wheel ruts, The track is also
well worn and can be clearly d:l.stingua.shed. The route
followed is*'tonsidered to be :-

MASANGKOO - 550693 - 547688 -~ 5L7684 -

. 552682 to 553679, where it joins the
SATELEERG - MARURUO track,

(b) Track from SIALDM inland

{Ref map KALASA 1 inch to 1 mile)

The track shown as Route A on the sketch map attached
as Appendix "AY has been plotted fram air photographs,
A’ number of. unnamed villages hgve. also been markeds A1l

- the tracks are well worm The photographic run was

gounﬁgd by the co-tord:.nates Lll,tOOBO, 130065, 306005 and
000L3}

- {e¢) Tracks hetween MASA and KULUHGTUF
‘TRef map KULUKGLUFU 1 inch to 1 mile)

The tracks shown as Route B have also been plouted fram
air phatographs., 411 the tracks show signs of consid-
erable use, but the coastal track bebtween KWAMEWAM and
NUZEN- does not appear to be heavily used.

{d) Track KAMOMT - _ SATELBERG
{Ref map MASAVENG RLVER 1 inch to 1 mile).

The track marked Route C has been plotied from Tac/R
reports, The track was lost south of TIKU, but further
east tracks were observed north and south of the SOOG R,
approximstely in the positions shown on the 1 inch map,
Route C and the tracks rorth and south of the SOHG R, are

- wide and well worn and- show signs of heavy use. I% is
thought that handcarts could be used on them, The track
on"the south side of the SONG R. 1s partlcularly pronounced,

Sign-ed at 217 Oﬁfhrs yz a2
) o -Lt=-col
: GS
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1, LAND = OWN. AND FWELMY

. 9 _AUST DIV (ref map SATELEERG 1/25C00),
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SECRET

2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT No U0

(Information from 2000L/17 Hov to 2000L/18 Nov L3)

A s, -

PARP T i
OPERATTOHS |

The full scale attack by 26 Augt Inf Bde,vhich began at

" 0700 nrs 17 Hov, wes continued thrcoughout the day, Strong

opposition was met, but in spite of this sane further progress
was made after 08LS hrs, . )

On the right enemy resistance was wealest and C Coy 2/2% R
moved. forward to 579677 and B Coy to 578676, . Patrols sent
forward then located enemy positions at 577677 and 582678, In
the centre astride the SATELEERG Rd 2/L8 Bn with tank support
made a small advance Trom 570662 against strong opposition
and By last light reached 569661, To the south B Goy 2/23
Bn moving along the HE track from KUiiAWA reached the junction
with the SATELBERG RA at 574662 without oppositions On the
ITH track A Coy overcame resistance and drove the enemy from
their post at 566654, The company was, however, held up
by a stropg position at 563657, C Coy mede an outflanking
move to the left but found the cnemy in strength at 564660,
Our artillery suprorted the atitack and =lso engaged enemy
troops moving along the tracks necar FARZ0 and FIOR, The lat-
est report stotes that there was no change in the situation
during the night ar uwp to 0900 hrs this morning, but that 26
Bde was conbinuing the attack, -

In the evening 17 Hov the enemy shellcd our position at
581663 vith what is belicved to be a2 75mm guwm, Again at
0745 hrs todoy on encmy 75mm concidered to be loeatcd on the
castern spur of -the SATELSERG feature, snelled HQ 26 Bde at
583062, ]

COLRAENT: i

The above arce the first oecasions om wnich the
cnomy is reportcd %o have used artillery in this sec-
tor, The 7o5mm guns referrcd to may be Type 44.Regimental
Guns (of which the encmy is believed to have four in the
arca) or the Type 94{193L) iountain Gun, Either 2 or
3 Bn, 26 F4d Arty Regb, is repowtd 5o be equipped with
sig of these weapsns in Iicu of its normal Ty 90(1930)
Field Guns, -

During the attack on 17 Hov 20 Bdo carricd out active
patralling and 2/32 Bn placed a standing patrol- at 615686, Mo
movement was scen, but one cacry position was located at
68723 ané was subscaucntly shellced by our artillery. C Coy
2/45 Bn moved fran 616675 west along ths track to 598686 where
an cnemy pcsition wae also found and reconnoitred,

A dclgyed Tac R report of 10 Hov indicates that thore is
considerable movement along the GUSIKO-B0UGA track and 1t is
tansught that it may have been used by wheeled tralfic recently,
7 _AUST DIV (ref map DUMPU 1 inch tc 1 milk) :

On 17 Hov a 2/2 Pnr En patrol mace c-utaet and inflicted
casualties on an cnomy patrol about 7462,

SEA -~ O

On night 47/18 liov our PT boats attemnrted to attack three
ciicmy barges of{ IIARDUENBERG Peoint, but werc driven off by
heavy shore Tire fr-om 1Jmm, 37mm and sohe larger guns,

COMMIET : /etatian
8-in the dhirheppsh .am - to be identified along
the coast between VINCKE Point and D0iEGA, 0f these ten
(including the absve) are repor®d to be equipped with
two 75mm guns and one with four 75m: guns, apart from
smeller weopons, The other two stations have apparently
37mn OF guns and 20mm H:Gs only,
1t is notewarthy that the eniirc coastline is now
. covercd by the ares of fire of thess guns (with the poss—
' ible cxception af SCHARIEORST Point)., Despite this, how-
ever; the cbove is the Lirst occasion én which the guns
are reputed - have protected barges successfully,
_.1-

LIl e e T o .~ L 10




e T g ST

FE
i_

3

- (b)

(e)

paRT I (Contd)

AIR = oun: 418 lov

DIRECT SUPPORT 9 AUST DIV
Betweon 0850.and 0915 hrs twenty-four Mitchells

and six Marauders bombed a suspected bivouac area-

about tyo miles HW of SATELBERG, Observation of -
results wes, however, difficult owing to the nature
of the cnintry. One large flash was observed in the
target arca-and tracer rounds were repirted as "exXe
plading everywhere," In all L2 tons Jf bombs was
dropped,

HiNSA BAY

" 4 Liborator on rcconnaissance rgported a convoy
esnsisting of 8 to 12 unidentifiecd . ships in HANSA Bay
and a considerable amount of doeck activity,

RnbAUL
During the night 17/18 Nov five Beauforts bambed
the alrstrlp and dispersal arceas at Lgkunai., . Thick-

‘smoko™rising from the target are:s made obsepvation -

o impassible,

PART II

iy, BAQGE UHLOADIDG-POIHTS

Tac R reports of 10 Hov statc thas

D5E b1e barge wmloading

points were discovercé at -

Signed at 2705 hrs. . f /ZZ"

é g 609825 on the bonk of the MASAYENG R,

636781, where ‘there is heavy undergrowth and the
bank is cut away os if for bargces tc approach and
unload,

-Li-cal
. G.s .
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SECRET
2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT No 39

(Information from 2000L/16 Wov to 2000L/17 liov 43)

OPERATIONS

1 LAND ~ OGN AND ENEMY:
9 AUST DiV: (ref map SATELBERG 1/25,000)

A8 a prcliminary 5tep in the abtack on SATELBERG A Coy 2/h48 Bn
attacked GREEN RIDGE at 0830 hrs yesterday, The -mesgult wos
supported by artillery and MMGs and the castern cend of the
ridge (577663) was captured, Some cnemy equipment was found
abandoned there, A Coy then continued the advance along the
ridge end seized the track junction at 573661, Latcr B Coy
occupied the spur at 575663, During the day our artillery
engaged enemy positions astride the SATELBERG Rd about 5666,
at 60675, on the 2600 Tfeature (579679) and on the tracks near
WAREQ and MASANGKOO, o

The full scalc attack by 26 Aust Inf Bde began at 0700 hrs
17 Fov with artillery concentrations on enemy positions,

Bn on the »ight advanccd W& from JIVEVANEHG and by 0845 B

and C Coys had rcached and occupied the 2600 feature about
579679, 2/48 Bn in thc centre moved west astride the
SATELBERG Rd from the forward position at 573661, which A Coy
had seized the previous day, Supported by tanks the battalion
pressed its attack against opposition and by:0830 hrs had
reached 570662, On the left 2/23 5n moved north fram KUMAWA
along the tracks leading HE and HW from 568648, Our troops
advanced against opposition and on the NE track were at
570655 by 0830 hrs, -

7 _AUST PIV: (ref map BAGASIN, 1 inch to 1 mile)

On 16 Nov patrols from 2/2 Cav (Commando) Sqn reported
that KULAU (3107) and B4GASIN (3909) were occupied by the
enemy, but that ORLSOP (3408) was clear,

9, SEA - OWN:

On night 16/17 Nov our PT boats destroyed one Type A bargs,
whichwis apparently empty, on the bcach near SIALUM,
Considerable troop movement aglong the coastal track between
SIALUM and WALIIIGAT was se€n,

3¢ AIR = Oifli: 47 llov

L, AIR

(a) Dircct supoort, 9 Aust Div
Owing to heavy weather conditions the attacks on 9 Aust

Div front were cancelled,Buns were made over the target areas but -

heavy cumilus clouds prevented bombing in the main, Eleven
Vultee Vengeances however dropped 6 tons of bombs near
MASANGKOO villace snd obtained direct hits in four huts
with 1000 1b bombs,

One Liberator dropped bombs in the junsle 43 miles.west of
SATELBERG and two Liberators attacked the VIHWCKE Point area,
Results were not observed,

() TARIELT

A% D:00 rrs soventeen Doauforts bombed the strips and
dispersal reas ot the airfield, Large fires were caused,
- ENEMY: 47 Nov,

{a) Early this morning three cnemy aircraft were over the
SATELBERG - FINSCHHAFEN arca, but according to reports no
bombs wcre 2dropred, .

(b) In the 5 iust Div arca the cnemy made his 6th raid on
LAE, dJust before first 1ight an unknown number of planes
spproached from the cast & 18,000 fcet and dropped an unknown
number of bowbs, Ifo damaze has boon reported, :
(e) At 0535 hrs three cnemy alrcraft bombed air strip Ko 2

at DUMPU, 1Mo damage or casudtics are reported,

: p/‘ﬁz-f::gt—col
GS

Sipned at ZJZ04 Hrs,
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' SEGRET
2 AUST CORPS TWPEiLIGENGEFEPORT Ho 38
(Information from 2000L/15 Hov to 2000L/16 Hov L43)

OPERATIONS

1, LAWD - OWN_AKD ENEMY
9 AUST DIV (ref maps 1/25,000 series),
On 15 HWov there was again extensive patrolling and artillery
fire over the wholc froni,
Patrols to 65L710, 623695 and 615604 saw no movement, A
2/2. Bn patrol to a track at 583679 saw twelve Japs moving east
carrying supplies, Another patrol to 577676 heord enemy to the
wesT. S ' _
A patrol from 2/L8 B to the ridge at 573666, known as
COCONUT Ridge, saw no movement, A sccond patrol to the ridge
at 576663, cellcd GREEN Ridge, was fired upon by the encmy, bub
attacked the position and killed onc Jgp. Later this posiiion
T was heavily engaged by mortars, A 2/23 Bn patrol killed two
R of a party of four Japs at 566652, but znother patrol to 557652,
: thence to 562652, saw no movement,
Our artillcry shelled cnemy moving on the VAREO-FIOR track
and enemy posts at 604077, 576678, 562665, and on GREEN Ridge
: . at 576663, During night 15/16 Hov the nrtillery harassed enemy
: positions at 649761, 604675 and in the area 6573,

2, SBEA ~ OUH , '
During night 45/16 liov our B boats atbtacked four Type A barges
near Gape KING WILLIAM ond sonk two cnd damaged the other two,
; beforc they werc driven oi'f by heavy shore fire, The barges
vere empty and were moving north, . . .
Other PT boats were also subjected to heavy firce from the shore
near FORTIFLCAT I0H Point.

COMMENT: The rcport of"heavy shore Tire' near Qape KING
VILLIAH is the Tirst definite indication that there is a gun
station at this point, I% has. however, been suspected, since
a battery gt this point is required to protect barges coming to
SIALUM and becegmse it is needed to fill =z rather wide gap betwecn
the gun stations at KELAITA Harbour and HiNDA,

e 3¢ AIR - OWN -~ 16 KNov, '
T (a’ Dirgct support, 9 fiust Div
' ‘I’ Barly in the morning thirty-two Mitchells and nine Mar-
auders att: cked supply dumps and canp sites near GUSIKO,
FIOR, WAREQ, MASAVENG R, WALINGAL and KELANOA, A total of
twenty~eight tons of bombs were dropped and 100,000 rounds
of ,5 ammunitiocn were expended, Results were not observed,
(b) - Interceptions
- Between 0930 axd 1010 hrs, twclve Lightnings were intor-
over DAGUA and WETAK by thirty .nerg fighters and between
0845 and 1050 hrs twenty Lightnings engaged a forece of
sixty to scventy onepy Tighters over WEWAK Harbour, Six
enemy aircraft in all wers destroycd, Our losses were two
Lightnings misging, one erash londed at NADZAB and one badly
damaged.
(¢) Sipntings _
At 08395 rs six toc cight vehicles wiere seen stationary Pn
the track north of iI0R, :
Three canvaswcovered barges werce sicghted alonss the coast
between the MASAWSHG and SANGI R; two barges were seen at
the mouth of the SOVI R and one =zt rmouth of the MASAVENG R,
About fiftecn borges were scen north of IHANSA Bay,.
L, AIR — ENEHY

(2 On nisht 45 1o Tiov one =nemy aircraft drapped three bombs
on the north shorc of LALIGEMAK Bay,

(b) On mornin~ 45 liov two squadrons of Hitchells when diverted
from their primary target at WEWAK, were cngaged by fifteen
to twenty cneny fighters beitween GUSAP and NiADZaAB and shot
down tiree, -}
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PART III - TOPOGRAPHIGAL

Se 'I‘RAG'KS SIALRI~SATELBERG:
Ref KAI-ASA, KULUNGLUYU and MASAWENG River 4" to 1 mile Sheets,
Three recently captuwred maps (one dated 28 Sep L3 the other
two undated) supply information regarding tracks in use by the
enemy and his estimates of the march times involved,
The principal routes shown are as follows :=-

(a) SIALUM-SATELEERG

~ The proute followed is marked as Route "A" on the sketch
in Appendix "A%, Times for the entire route (excepting
the stage ORARAKO—KOLOMEIO) are supplied, and with the
exception mentioned, the total time is L;fl. hours, There
is a bridge over one of the tributaries of the MASAWENG
R either at 396765 or L10760, An dalternative track
apparently exists from KOLOMENO to PONZUL to the east of
Route A, but it is difficult from the sketchy information
on ‘the capiured map to plot it accurately, It provides
ne saving in time,

(b)  KULUNGTUFU~SATELBERG ,
""" This route is shown on the sketch as Route "B", The . .
.march is accomplished in four days, the staging points
“being JOANGENG, YUNGZAING and NGARDUDUG - (ULUO), Ancther
map gives the timea between KULUNGIUFU and JOANGENG and
between JOANGEHG and YUHGZAING as scven and five hours -
respectively, The MONGI River has been bridged at
319726 and 333738,

(e) WALIIIGAI to ORARAKO :
This track gprears as Route "C" in the sketch, but has
not been recomoitred by the enemy and no times are given,

(d) KOLOMENO-HOMPUA-SATRELBERG
The enemy has recomnoitred this track (which is marked
as Route D" on the sketch), but no times are supplied,
Thense are alsc tracks, which have not been reconnoitred,
5 from ATMALAU, KWATINGKOO and WAREQO respectively to
BUZULUQ,

A footnote on one of the maps states that the tracks ‘
(presumably referring only to the routes reconnoitred) are

T hillside paths, bubt can be reconnogiired by packhorses, although
the animals would have to be unloaded at some points,

COMMENT: It would seem from an examination.of the maps
that the main eneny inland L of C is Route "A" with Route 'D"
_ as an alternative track from KOLOMENG to SATELBERG; The map
references apoearing on the sketch are as near as can be es-
timated; fthe available information is 1nsuffic:.ent to pinpoint
the pos:.tzons of villares with certalntv.

. A
Signed at J¥J 0 Hrs.
; rtr.
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| . -» SECRET
5 AUST GORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT No 37

(Information from 2000L/1il Hov.-to 2000L/15 Nov 13)
| PARL I
OPERATTIONS
LAND — OWN AND EHEMY:

2, *SEA — QW= :

g _AUST DIV Ref maps 1/25,000 series) :

On 1i Hov activity was still confined to patrolling and
artillery fire, .

A patrol from 2/43 Bn ambushed a small enemy party at
615716 and killed two of the enemy, but a 2/32 Bn patrol
to 615636 saw no movement,

A reconngissance patrol from 2/13 Bn.found an enemy
position astride the track at 603678 and the position was
then heavily shelled by our artilleny,

éﬁg%ﬁols‘frnm 2/2 Bn located enemy posts at 585679 and
584679, . :

A 2/2 Bn patrol moving to 573667 found that the enemy has
evacuated his field works at this noint, following the
heavy shelling on 13 Nov, Ancother pstrol siong the ridge
t0 571663 killed one Jap, but was fired upon by enemy at 573661,

Onr artillery harassed enemy moving neesr BOIGA, WAREO,
FIOR and MASANGKQO and en positions astride the
SATELEERG Rd, On night 14/15 Hov enemy defcences at 650744t and
649761 were again shelled, .

On nizht 13/4k fov our PT boais on patrol attacked and
probably destroyed one Type A and one Type B barge on the
beach south of HARDEHBERG Point, After the-attack boxes
and much debris were seen in the water.

Off CAPE WILLIAM Foint another Type B barge was sunk, our
craft fired L0 rounds from their L0 mm cannon at a possible
enemy bivouac area near BOHGA, .

Our craft also sunk one Type A barge and probably sank
another off REISS Point, These barges were-moving SE
loaded with stores, -

When off KELANOA Point the PT boats were subjected to heavy
fire from what they consjdersd to be four three inch dual
purpose AA . guns, '

COMMBNTS ; -

(a) This is the first occasion that any of the eleven
located pun stations from VINCKE Point to Cape SIBIDA
have been reported to be escuipped with more than two
guns, I the report is correct, it may indicate an
attempt by the enemy to counter the continuocus and
damaging attacks of the PT' boats on his coastwise barge
traffic.

{(b) The dual purvose guns reported are probably the
75 mm mobile AA type 88 (1928), which may also be used
in a Tk A role, The primipal characteristics of this

gun are:;-—.

Calibre 75 mm (2,95 in)
Total wedght 5300 1bs,
Elevation 0 to 85 degrees,
Traversc 360 degrees,
Horizontal range 15,100 yds,
Ceiling 29,500 feet,

MV 2360 fps,

=
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ATR ~ BUPNY:

(a_)

(b)

(c)

ALBXTSHAFEH: ..

On morning 45 liov thirty Liberators bombed the airstrip
and dispersal areas, 61 tons of bowmbs were dropped but
results were unobserved,

SIC:

On Iilorning 15 Nov. one Liberator on reconnaissance dropped
boinbs on SIO village but results were not observed,

WEWAK: : ‘ .

4% 0800 hrs 15 Wov twelve Squadrons of Mitchells tcok off
togtack the airfields at WEWAK, but returned to base when
the escorting fighters broke oif to intercept enemy aircraft
in the MARKHAM VALLEY, ‘

- MiEMY:

(a)

UPPER_RAMU RIVER: R
Early on 15 Nov 30 to 4O enemy mcdium bombers escorted by
20 to 30 fighters attacked GUSAP, An unknown number of

" - bombs were dropped but damage and casualties arc believed

slisht, Our fighters intercepted the eneny Torce
between GFUSAP and WADZAD and destroyed 21 enemy aircraft,

"In addition our A4 guns claim to have shot down one more,

Final revorts of this action have not yet been recej.ved{-1 bub

" our own losses include one XKittyhawl: which collided wit

(b)

(e)

ENEMY DISPOSITIONS:

an eneny aircraft,

 FLNSCHESAFEL: '

‘near sn airfield at DOBODURA, Ilo dauage or casualties are

At 1015 hrs 1l Nov thirteen enemy aircraft dropped 30
bombs in the sea at the entrance to FINSCH Harbour, The
attack was apparently directed at our shipping, Ho damage
was caused and only one casuszlty is reported,

DOBODURA: -
At OL30 hrs 15 Hov four enery bombers dropped 11 bombs

reported,
PART 1T

(a)

(x

¥

" the Tact of its installation so far formvard some days

Signed at 72 ¢! hrs, - % /54
' : " TLit-col
. ~cal

Air photographs taken on 28 Oct rcveal a probable
W/T installation beside the coastal track near WALINGAI
{actual location is given as 495931, ref mop BLUCHER Point
1/25,000), This installation wus certainly not there
previously, though earlier photographs reveal some post
hotes, The identity of this station is not known, but

after the enemy's main attaclis on SCARLET BEACH had failed,
shows that he is determined to build up his strength in
the coastal area, '

A captured enemy map (undated) shows the conventional
sign for a Div HQ at TUSAZO (reil map MASAWENG R, 1 inch
to 1 mile, 521813), Whether this village is or was
temporarily the location of an cchelon of HQ X Div is
not known, It seems unlikely that any other Div HQ is in
the area. | o




SEGRET
2 AUST CORPS IN: ELLIGENGE REPCRT Ng 36

(Information from 2000L/43 Hov to 2000L/44 Nov L3)
PART_I

8 OPERATIOH:

1. LAND -~ OWIN AND ENEMY: ]
9 AUST DIV (ref maps 1/25,000 series). - -
ﬁ.on 13 Nov activity was confined %o patrolling and artillery A
re,

Patrols from 2/L3 and 2/28 Bns to 65471C and 623735 res-
pectively saw no movement, A patrol from 2/13 Bn located an
eneny position at 602678 and our artillery then shelled the
position, Another patrol to 603672 did nol see¢ any enemy,
A 2/2L Bn patrol heard enemy at 587676 and 587675, but a
2/h8 Bn patrol to 579665 saw no movement and another patrol -
discovered that the enemy had evacuated SISI, At 557647 a
2/93 Bn patrol killcd two enemy and wounded another, and a
second patrol was fired on by enemy IGs at 561653,

E Our artillery shelled enemy moving in and around BORGA,

o ‘ WAREOQ and FIOR and enemy positions astride SATELBERG Rd at

o 5666 and 5766, During night 13/14 Nov our artillery harassed
N the enemy at 6497L3, €19761 and near BONGA,

i, Natives report enemy movement south along the following
routes (ref LAE strat I miles to 1 inch) ;-

(a) AGO - ZONGIFIFI (IS3990) ~ ZAGSHEMI, On this route.the
éncmy are reported to be moving over the open spaces by
night and resting by day,

(b) TAKONA - AIMALAU (LS5078) - BUZULUO (1S5276) covering
the first stage by night and the remainder by day,

{e¢) KAMLIGIDU Point SW along an uwmarked river to WAREO,
From the same source it Is reported that there are enemy
camps at ZONGIFIFI, ZAGAHEMI, TUSAKQ (I8 4379) MERIKEQ
(LSL676) ,200 yards north of AGQ, BUZULUO and on the
north bank of the MASAWENG R,

2, AIR - OWN:
: HUON PENINSULA
) on i Nov two sguadrons of Mitchells carried out an extended
. search programme,
The following places were bambed -
NAMBARIVA, NUZEN, KELANOA, CAFE KING WILLIAM,
SIALUL, XANOMI,
Strafing attacks were made on WASU, KIARI, CAPE KING
WILLIAM, TUIIGE, and the track ZAGAHEMI ~ VALINGAL, Results
were not observed and no sightings of eneny movement or
barges were reported, Five pilots, however, thought that
some stretches of the coastal track from NAMBARIWA to
SIALUM were being used by MT,

: Signed at Z/4 ohrs, % ! 4 g
_ . Li=col
2 Gs
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2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT o 35

" (Information from 2000L/12 Wov to 2000L/13 Hov U3)

PART 4
OPERATIONS

LALD - OWil AID RUEMY:

"9 AUST DIV (ref maps 1/25,000 series),

0n 12 Nov our patrols were again very active, Minor patrol
¢lashes tock place and a number of enemy positions were
located, . .

Our grtillery chelled enemy positions and opportunity
targets, :

A 2/43 Bn patrol saw a party of enemy at 658715 and a
PIB patrol along the south bank of SOKXG R to 641700 heerd
chopping on the north bank but saw no movement, A patrol
from 2/32 Bn to 615684 saw no movemedb but a 2/15 Bn patrol
found an enemy position astride the track at 6O4677. A
2/24 Bn patrol kililed two Japs at 588674 and observed three
tents but no movement in a clearing at 588675, A patrol
from 2/48 Bn west along SATELBERG Rd ¢lashed with enemy at
576662, 4Ancther patrol from this unit was subjected to
mortar and LG Tire at 569656, A 2/25 Bn patrol located an
enemy outpost at 565652 and a second patrol engaged a small

- enemy patrol at 557640,

" Enemy with handcarts moving west at 569702 and enemy

"-parties near YAREQ were shelled by our artillery,

During night 12/13 Fov we shelled cnemy positions in the

" areas 6372 mmd 657,

7 AUST DIV: (ref map URIGINAT inch to 1 mile).’

On 12 liov there was slizht eontzct on 25 Bde front and
casualties were inTlicted upon the enemy, A PIB standing
patrol dispersed an enemy patrol at 557679.

2. SEA - OWH: .

On night 12/13 liov our patrol craft possibly sank an eneny
barge off LEPSIUS Point, The object fired at blew up, and
it is considered to have been a possible ammumition
carrying barge, )

(‘ 3, AIR ~ OWI:

Zai GASMATA:

At 1230 hrs 13 Wov 9 Mitchells bombed and strafed
. GASMATA airfield. Pamphlets and a total of 103
tons of bombs were dropped, .

(b) 8IO - FORTIFICATION POINT:

A S0n of Mitenelils on 13 licv mede two abtempts to
segrch the cosat for barges bubk on both occcasions
they were turned bsck by weather,

(¢) ALEXISEAFEII AID MADAHG:

At 4000 nrs 13 :lov 57 Liberators and 11 -Mitchells
attacked *he airfields and Gumps at ALEXISWAFEN,
Glouds preventad sccurate observetion but both bombing
and strafing is reported accurate, explosions and
many Iires were svarted and an &4 position ceased
firing alter beirg bombed,

At 1050 hrs 13 Hov 50 Mitchells bombed and strafed the
airfield, the tovn and the dumps areas at MADAKG, and
bombed barges around EELIAU Island, Three grounded
aireraft were destroyed and many fires were started,

Four Thunderbolis returninz from close escort to the
above missions strafed barges off{ LEPSIUS Pt and at

810, One barge was destroyed,

(4) RABAUL: . ’
Early in the morning of 13 ifov four Beauforts bombed
VUNAKALAU airfield starting fires, ’

i




-2 . SECRET

I, AIR - ENEMY: :
Oour light surface crait sighted two enemy aircraft over
VITIAZ Strait on night 12/13 Nov, One aircraft was hit by
AA i‘ire irom the surface craft but was not seen to orash,

PART 11
The followi"'lo information from a Korean PV captured near

WAMPUN on 5 Oct 43, gives some interesting information of 78 Regt,
Most of this confirms previously accepted versions:

1e PW was inducted into Replacement Unit 77 Regt, HEIJO
on 18 July 42, He was subseaently transferred %o 78
Replacement Unit and joined 78 Rezt cn 26 Dee L2,

2+ From HANSA BAY to YAULA the rate o march was 12 to 15
miles per night with 15 minutes rest each hour, During
day troops alternatelj marched 20 mirutes and rested ten
minutes,

3s Bn Gun was left at YAULA, 4 Bn edvanced south to DUMPU=
WAMPUN area and 2 and 3 Bns transported supplies from
KANKIRYO to KORAM via GURUMBU,

lyy, L Coy ddvanced to DUMPU slong bed of shallow URIA RIVER

ad on It Oct L5 went into action ct WAEPUN, PW heard that (@
" 1, 2 and 3 Coys, pius MG Coy (eight MMG's) were in KORAM

area, possibly moving back to GURUMBG, 2 and 3 Bns were

in GURUMEU area at the beginning of Oct 11.3. Regimenial

HQ was at YOXOPI at that time. :

5 4 Bn had the usual complement of rli‘les LMG‘S, grenade
dischargers, and two hand grenades per mam L Coy, in
addition, hal two YMEIJI 38" rifles fitted \nth telcscoplc :
sights for s2/iing,

6, On leav:mc- YOKOPTI at the end of Sep L3, each man carried
two day's rations and 2{0 rounds of $AA, HNumbers 41 and

2 of L¥G Sec and PY's Platoon each carried 1000 rounds,
Grenade Discharger Section carried 9 shells per man,

7. PW gave the strenglh of NAKAT Heidan as approximately
200 offiecers and men. This was a HQ Group with W/AT,
Cypher, and Signal Sections atbtached. At the end of Sep L3,
the HQ was.located in native huts and tents elther side of
the trail, half wey between PAIPA and KANKIRYO, '

8, PW had never near»d of 20 Div Recce Regh, ‘

9. While at DJMPU early in Oet 43, PW's Platoon was issued
with three type 93 land rines, He understocd that each
platoon hadl réceived a similar issue. They were apparently
for use against tmaks,

10, Approximateiy £0% of 1 Bn, 78 Regt were class "BY
personnel,

11, PW thought there was no arbillery st YAULA,

124 Section leaders cof 2 Platoon urnder command PO SATO ,
were : 4 Sec Sgt O%AMOTO Yoshic; 2 Sec Cpl TANAKA Yoshioke;
3 8Sec Sgb KI7¥AKZ; L See Opl TAKEXOTO Lohachiro,

o
gfﬁth-col- %‘4’/

Signed at /7 '%furs,
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_2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT Ifo, 3l

(Information fram 2000L/11 Nov to 200QL/42 Nov 43)
J _ PART I
' " - OPERATIONS

1, LAND - OWH AND ENEMY '
9 AUST DIV {ref maps SATRLBERG and FORTLFICATION Point 1/25,000),

On 11 Hov there was again active and extensive patrolling by
our troops over the whole area,

A 2/32 Bn patrol to 616686 saw no movement, but a PIB patrol
toc 617705 observed.thirty enemy in a coconut grove,

" A 2/43 Bn patrol killed one out of four Japs on the track
at. 602678, A patrol from 2/24 Bn to the track ap 589681 and
to 584676 located an enemy position at the latter point, About
thirty Japs in the village of SISI werc fired upon by a 2/48 Bn
patrol which moved west Jjust south of SATELBERG Rd,. Three
enemy were killed, Another patrol met four Japs just south of
SISI and killed three, .

A 2/23 Bn patrol to 565652 saw enemy on the north bank of the

creek, Patrol clashes took place at 365620 and 56765,

Enemy moving in \7AREQ, FIOR and astride the SATELBERG R4 and

south of BONHGA were shelled by our artillery,
- : It is reported that on 10 Hov 340 enemy troops were seen to
‘ * move in small groups down the coastal track to BONGA, They
- . were carrying rifles and 35 LKGs, During the same day thirty-
two enemy were seen to move nolih,
7_AUST DIV (ref maps 1 incn to 1 mile series),

On 11-Nov there wore some patrolling and minor centacts with
the enemy only in this area., A 2/25 Bn patrol saw a small
eneny party at 714636, 2/2 Gav (Commando) Sgn inflicted cas-
ualties on a strong enemy patrol at AMINIK (401022), 2/6 Cav
(Cormando) Sgn found a small enemy party at 507743,

2, SEA = OWH .
At 0110 hrs .12 Hov our light surface zraft destroyed two Type
N A barges one mile south of CAPE KING ¥ILLIAH, The barges were
B "loaded with troops and were moving north,. When attacked they
: ran up on the beach and a nunber of the enemy attempted to take
B cover inland, Some were probably Xllled, Pire from the beach
= by (probably) 43mm HMGs caused slight damage to our crafi,

M-
3. AIR - ol
' lai KIART
During afternoon 12 Hov six liagpouders and eleven Mitchells
attacked KIART village aznd vicinity, The target area was
accurately bombed and fizes were siarted, Twenty-three
tons of bombs were dropned:
(b) RECONNAISSANCE
On 11 Nov a Liberator over the BISMARCK Sea attacked a
heavy cruiser atout 02.45 8, 150.20' B, Three 1,000-1b
bombs fell 75 fecet short of thr target and no damage was
observed, - TDestroyers vere laser seen to join thecruiser,
.Cz 72 Hov a scuadron cf seven warships was reported at
02,50 8, 148,32 B, course 315 degrees, spoed twenty knots,
Also on 12 Hov a convoy of cleven unidentified ships
meinly freighters was bombed 2t C2.3C §, 145,00 E, course
420 degrees, speed ten lnots, llo hits were observed,

s

DART _IT

h, ZUEMY SUPPLY LINES
A native report states that there are 1,000 enemy in the KULUNG=
TUFU area (305715) ~~~-- - mostly coavalcscents fram SATELBERG,
KULUNIGTUFU is reported to be a collseting point Tor native
foodstuffs from the HUBE district, It is alleged that there
is g native carrier line of 4,000 from XULUNGRLUFU to WAREO,

-

WEDit . e
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Natives report that an enemy camp is located on the douth .
shore of the lake at 616731 and that the enemy is conveying
supplies along the coastal track fran AGO to BONGA by means
of porters and hand carts., Heavy movement along this track
is confirmed by Tac R, PIB patrols report movement of sick
and wounded from FIOR through WAREO to BOHGA and the movement-

of fully equipped troops and supply parties fran LAKONA- to
BORGA snd WAREQ, '

PAR? TII — TOPOGRAPHICAL
5, TRACK INFORMATION FROi TAC/R REPORTS: 9 AUST DIV AREA,

(ref maps SATELBERG and TULUNGTUFU 4 inch to { mile and SATELBERG
gheet 1/25,000),

(a) The track between WAREO and MT' BESENONA appeers to
be about 6 £t wide and is well worn, In the MT BESENONA
area the track is p Leach eut one, capable of taking hand -
carts,

(b) FIOR is situcted on a small plateau, The FIOR-WARED
track-rung from FIOR to 566702 and thence to 571706, where
it crosses the SONG R over a ford, . From the ford the

track climbs a steep ridge to the village at 568728, thence
to FIARED,

COMMENT :
The village at 568728 is prcbably KAUNKS ( incorre'
1y spelt on maps XKUANKO),
| (¢) MASANGKOO is located at 545689 on MASAWENG R 4/63360
sheet and at 547693 on SATELEERG 1/25,000 sheet, This
location has been confirmed fr-an air photographs,

(a) From MASANGKGO tracks radiate to huts marked on
map at 5386:5’ 538698 and 5443700,

(e) A wide and well worn tback runs from 579700 to join
a track marked on the map &t 571692, The approaches
to the 1,800 £t feature at 581701 are extremsly dif-
ficult, Numerous re-entrants with s hcer sides offer
great obstacles to foot traffic, The track mentioned

above and the track NW from GARABOK (596688) represent
y the easiest gpproaches,

6, CORRZCTION :
' Ref 2 Aust Corps Int Report 33 Part II
YKOROMENAU" mentioned as the place at which 79 Regt
Order was issued, probably refers to KOLOMENGO vhich is ,
at 387856 on the track KALASA=SATELBERG, The place was "‘*

mentioned in an encny map csptured same time ago and is
not shown on our maps.

- | 5 A =
" Signed at J2/0hrs, . %‘ﬁ
. | as, |
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2 AUST .CORPS INTELLIGENGCE REPORT No,33 _
(Informat;_m_ from 2000L/10 Nov to 2000L/411 Wov 43)

PART I )

OPERATIONS

fo LAND - OWK AND ENENY ,

9 AGST D1V (ref map SATELEERG and FORTIFICATION Point 1/25,000),
On 10 Nov our patrols again probed the area extensively for
enemy positions, and our artillery was active, ’
A patrol from 2/43 Bn to 658718 and a 2/28 Bn patrol to 632710
88W NO enemyy , . _
A PIB patrol moving slong the north bank of SONG R saw fif=
teen Japs at 617705, These were then shelled by cur guns, .
A 2/32 Bn patrol discovered a well dug in position at 61368Y,
- but saw no enemy, _
5 An enemy post at 583680 was loosted by a patrol from 2/2h
n. ' )
A 2/4,8 Bn patrol, moving west slong the south side of SATELZERG
Rd to 673658 saw some enemy on the SISI track, The patrol,
however, was itself engaged by an enemy patrol, but is reported
to have centinued on to the creek at 574668, At that point a
bridge was discovered with the enemy occupying positions on both
sides of the creek, A patrol from 2423 Tn located an enemy
position at 563657, ;
On seeing movement our artillery shelled enemy near WAREQ and
MASANGXOO .and enemy positions south of BONGA, During the
night they harassed the enemy at 6411735 and 6507Ll,
7._AUST DIV (ref map WT XUBARI 1 inch to 1 mile),
On 10 Nov a 2/2 Pnr Bn patrol found the enemy dug in gbout

70664 ..

2, SEA - OWN

‘EHEKY SURIARINE .

Our KMTBs made under water contact with an enemy submarine
Tour miles south of TAMI Islands at 0510 hrs 11 Hov, Two
‘depth charge :patterns were dropped, but results were not ob-
served,

BARGE HUNT (ref map KALASA 4 inoh to 1 mile), :

On night 10/11 Hov aur light surface craft sank two Type
A barges loaded with stores off A4G0 (1195923) and- destroyed on
the beach another barge vhich was unloading stores, The
stores were set on fire and burnt, .

Our craft were subjected to heavy 37mm and 6,5mm fire and
were slightly damaged, _

COMMENT g
The 37mm fire reported was probably from the 37mm TK/A
QF gun Type G4, The muzzle wvalocity of this gun is
2300 fps and the maximum range is 5500 yds, Rate of
Tire is 25 rpm,
The 6,5mm fire is probably from the normal Japanese
LNMG Type 96, This LG resembles the Bren in appear-—

3. AIR - OVH
RABAUL
buring nignht 10/41 Hov thirteen Liberators bombed LAKUNAI
airfield and four Beauforts bombed VUNAKANAU airfield, Large
fires were started at LAKUNAI but results at VUNAKAWAU were
not observed,

PART 11

L, EHEMY SUPPLY PROBLEMS
Documents Just received from LAE area (some of which, however,
were obviously found elsewhere) include a 79 Regt Order dated
8 Oct L3 and issued at KOROMENAU (unlocated, but presumed to

be in SIO v:_i.cinity).

]




'l‘he ﬁﬂl translation is as follows 3= -
-~79 Regt Order issued sb I I\.OROMENAIIL 8 OCT

1¢ The Rogiment will commence taking the present
Tield ration at the end of Octe

2, Every wnit comd .will thoroughly ins truct his men
in end will supervise the conservation of provisions,
He will report condition of remaining provisions each
morning, Special precautions will be taken coneern-
ing the following points :=-

(a) If possible obtain end make use of local
resources and prohibit the 'use of the field
ration,

{b; Post guards on provisions to prevent loss.

(e) .If any man steals the raticns of others, sen-
tence him according to army court martial and
give a heavy senitence, .

(ng) hAYASH.[DA, Colonsel

Regtl Comd,
Mgbhod *of distribution:
Gapt MIYAZAJJ of IT Bn will take rotes, - .
Verbal: III Bn, Regtl Sig Coy, Pnr PI.
Send to: 9 Coy Regtl Sig Coy, Bn “4un P QF Gun Coy
Par P1, 11 Coy, 12 Coy, II 3n (éapt MIYAZAKT),

- L. lan@ Regd: Gun Coy,
COF;.‘EE?P g ¥

(a) The emph.asis on the need for conserving rations is
interesting.

(b) The units mentioned in the di stribution 1list conform
in the main to the units set out in 79 Regt 00 of
16 Oct, It .will be noticed that the written order
was to be sent inter aliaz to the Bn Gun P1, Quick

. Firing Gun Coy, 11 and 32 Coys, and the Regtl

Gun Coy.

5. ENEMY ORGANTIZATION
An undated loose mimeographed sheet gives the organiza-
tion of 238 Regtl Sig Coy:- @

Coy Camd  :  4/ut ISHI{)DORI, Hideo
HQ Saquad Cand: Y0 UCHIDA, Fukujli

4 P1 Comd :  1/Lt SATO, Akisabura
2 P1 Comd : 2/Lt OUCh.‘, Shigeru
.-3 P1.Camd : PO -SETMAD., Mingu

Total strength : Coy Cand and 138 men,

Signed at 22104 hrs

\J"

% j Lt-col
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Ll | | ) SECRET

B el 2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENGCE RTPORT No,32

o ‘(Informaticn fram 2000L/9 No¥ fo 2000L/10 Nov L3)
PART T
OPERATIONS

1, LAND -« OVfil AND ENEMY :
9 -AUST DIV ref map SATELBERG and I'ORTIFICATION Point 1/25,_000).‘
On 9 Lov there was again patrolling and artillery activity
only, : ]
Eneny positions ab 576662 and 575665 were located by a patrol
fron 2/%6 Bn, There was a patrol clesh at 58867L and the pos-
.. ition was iwfer occupied by D Coy 2/2% Bn,
' Hovemen® sznin took place along the TONGA-WAREQ track. For-
ty-one unamned cnemy were seen to move =2ast, They appeared
0 be*waikingz wounded or sick, HNinet;—six of the enemy all
armeé maved in the opposite direction carrying 8 1MGs and six-
ty-seven picks,
Qur artiliery engaged a number o1l enemy positions over the
whoie iront anl on night 9/1C Wov shelled posts at 636733,
649703 nand in the area 6372,

2, SEA - Ol ' i
© A% 20255 Lixs 9 Hov our HTBs sank four Type A barges off \
. VALTNGAL, The barges werc on a SE course heavily laden with :

3, AIR = Qili¥

- . ‘__..:B:‘..Lb:_ LB

t 4950 hrs 9 liov thirty-five Litchells eseorted by Light-
nings bomved and strafed the airfields abt ALEXISHAFEN, At
least eigit cnewmy aiversft were destroyed on the ground, AS
positions an? buildings received direct hits, and several fires
were sLoried, incluaing a probable fuel dump, Fourteen inter-—
cepting enery airerals were destroyed, Three Lightnings wvere
lost, Hal® sa hour later a squadron ¢ Airacobras shot dovm
two rere eneyy Tighters in the same area.
RABAUL . '
T hebgesn 150 and 0250 hrs 9 Hov three Beauforts attacked
a 1ichh eouisen ab the entrance to KARAVIA Bay (the outer part
of RADAUL Harbour) and scored a probable hit, Nine Beauforts
bembed VUZAKATIAU «drficid,
. REill BhY
=i 430 ars 9 Nov nine Mitchells scnrched the REIN Bay
' . avea for ciemy chipping reported esrlier by an aircraft on
recsinalssante, o ereny shipping was found bubt three luggers
qewe ot=asked off XATERGA anchorage (X687} Two luggers
were Geuiroysd and one damaged., a Tfuel dump was set on fire on
the skor2 and bombs were dropped on or very close to an AA
pcsition.
AXIORAFT (0 RECOMIATISSANCE

0m 1..in% 6/ new a3 Lrberator scored a direct hit and two
near rgscs or. a 7C05/49,000-ton transport ten miles west of
WEd mAnsVo? Tutund, Ine transpori was belng escorted by a
possibie hwewrnr and o possible light cruiser,

AL 4437 =2k 9 Nov a single Liberatc» bombed and strafed
two bavpos off the onsh shore of Cape RAOULT and left them
busning. At 2439 rns on the same dey anobther Liberator bombed
a deshpoyer Shlisty-rive miles 8SE of KAVIENG,

A5 0639 uws 10 e one Liberatcr brmbed and hit a destroyer

. AIR - TELWY : o
On ricnt G749 Hov cne enemy aircraft dropped two bYombs near
our lignt surface ~raft in the VITIAZ E£traits, lic damage
was caused, )

-
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" Signed atlZ/55 hrs

PART II

ENEMY COAST DEFENGES . ... -~ .
On night 8/9 Nov our MIBs vere fired on fram TEWAT River

by & possible 75mm gun, _
6, ENEMY DISPOSITIONG (vef maps URTGINA and BOGADJIH 1 inch to 1 mile)

a Tac R reports on 6 Nov show the following enemy de=-
" ".fensive positions at ORGORUNA (L60840),  All buildings
"had been burnt to the ground during the previous 24 hours,

A1l old trenches in the- area appeared toc have been cleared
and repaired, A square section of approximately 8 £t x
L £t with carouflsged- roof had bzen added to the ores=
cent=gshaped trench on SW side of the village.

Interpretation of air photographs taken of the KABENAU=-
ERIMA grea on 3 Nov gives the foilowing informgtion (=

‘Activity at 672038 suggests a possible artillery pos=

ition,
The four gun heavy AA position in ERIMA Plantation at

- 669030 still appears occupled,

A new four gun heavy emplacement is being construce-
ted on the shore gt 673029, Iumcrous: foxholes and r
wegpon pits in this viecinity suggesi a probable shore e
defence system under construction, :

GS
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2 AUST CORPS INY ILTIGENCE REPORT No, 31

.-
L A

(Information Trom 2000L/8 Hov te 2000L/9 Nov 43) .

“PART I _
CPERATICHS .

1. LAND ~ OWi AlD) EiFaY
| 9 AUST DIV (wef maps SAPELBERG and FOREIFICATION Point 1/25,000),
- Active pat:oll..ng by oww forces cver the whole area continuéd
throughtust & Hov, Patrols along ‘he coast ta 658730 along the
SONG R ont wp an arm of it to 628707 a1l to 620693 saw No enemy,
A natt"ﬂ “oom 2715 Bn killed several or the enemy in a listening
post ut trl_)-n‘j'* and too of on enemy pabrol-ab-611681,
North of the A""?"‘:R: Rd pat?ols to 380670 and 577663 saw no
ESa enermy, bus a 22.'. im pabrol kuled _ong_-ap at the water point
at 591€72, /
S A plajoon of 2748 Ia attacked an cnen;” position at 582662
killing nine snd wourdirg five without .uffering any oasual-
u;J_: tn.es. Aboay Teenty ensty wiho remmine€ in the area, were ene
A i

£.

.“ R

- gapged and msps:aed h, avtillery fize, und the position was then
; \ ccewpied by cuT Lroen .

Patrols from /25 3a *o 8:53%, aloag u:e track to 558636, and
e S to QURUNKCE caw o m'*"‘:.‘.c-.uc

During § Fov cor arsillery shellel enumy positions near WARED,
- FIOR and PALANGG, — -

Acsive pasreliing in 211 sectors was continued from first light

9 ITc\r, .
On ¢ ifgy Tora oo a(;';r*r congiderable movement on the BOHGA-
WARLG tra c...,. Thnirsy-iive anesy were seen to move. towards BONGA

5 and 170, inesily unurncd and oax yln:* noavy pac.cs and boxes, moved
L towards FA"J,.'J
e CGRBIT: The tr :.a":. rred to as VAREO=-BONGA asctually
Teacnes hho oash b Ka (652747), "BORGA itself 1s
apout 1300 yards i: the south, Cuptured eneny maps,
ho‘.?PV&_ 2 shen DONGA Woere GUSTHA is marked on owr maps,
The tkal .:, are o ot snown accuravelr on the MASAWENG R
48 to 1 milc maslte :
7_AUST DIV (ref mop BAGASIN 1§ ...ncu 0 1 mile).
On 8 Hov a 272 Cav((‘o."narmo pratrol renorted that KEPSAU
(3005}, JOBS\.\Z}J , and ULILATL %311-07) vere claar of enemy, but
. that KL‘LA 13407) wag occupied by fifty Japanese troops.

ref
Gl

L*) o]

N

2. SEA - OWX
'l Y 3 consvo.ercu. to bo. a3 i
1 WA Y ompar R,

» surface eraft verc fired uwpon by what is
vv:h shore battery {ram near the mouth of

. 1
E ,féh
175, sma - mm
SRR Delaycd reperhs show She Tollowing cigrlings on 6 Hov :=—

(a) A% 1275 ams at 92.0C north 450,50 cast -
2 RCLVY ouissIn
W 1 h sruisens
2 Gessroryers and one possible destroyer
VICDC MOVing onl a courdc of T60 degrees,

Imeis on & covrse of 310 degrees,

L. AIR - CVIT
On 9 Gor itwelve cnomy fighicrg vere intcrcepted over NADZAB by
ciph® Airacobraz avd thvec DLisainings, Iive of the fighters were
destroyed, Our lessus wore onc Lightning and one transport eire
ocraft was nit and crash landed.
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5., AIR ~ ENEMY

of
During night 8/9 Nov two fiights / medium bombers dropped an
unknown number of banbs near MALAHANG s trip, No¢ damage has
been reported, .
PART II |

6, EHNEMY DISPOSITIONS (ref maps SATELBERG and FORTIFICATION Pt 1/25,000),
'a) Interpretation of air photographs refiesls the following
‘enemy positions :e-

(=)

BN A .small number of foxholes at 53873,
i 3

Some tracks and possible foxhcles at 619731 covering
the main GUSIKA - WAREQ track,

Twelve to Tourteen foxholes and wcapon pits at 616719,

Tac R of SATELBERG grea reported cn cnemy defensive posie
tion at the road bend at 557676, This position was
gited to cover the approaches alore the main track,

PART III = TOPOGRAPHICAL

7. ENEMY ROAD CONSTRUCTION (ref map SATELBERZ 1/25,000).

‘Ta¢ R reports show that the road vhich is cut intc the side of
the feature about 54568l runs from 5416804 to 52686 and then
z_.ig'gzags dowvn the HW slopes to the MARARUI~-MASANGKOO track at

- 539692,

-

COMMENT This road was stated in Intelligence Report No 27
"fo finish at 545686, This leter report shows that the
. earller information was incorrect and that the road runs
' from SATELBERG along the SW side of the ridge to 541684 and

thence over the ridge as deseribed,
7 art~d2 ;
Signed at 2.2 40 hrs, ' Li=col
R GS

:
R 54




SECRET
- 2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT No.30

(Information from 2000L/7 Nov to 2000L/8 Hov 43)
PART I- B
OPERATIONS

1. LAND = OWE _AND EEMY .

- 9 AUST DIV (ref maps SATELBERG and FORFIFICATION Point 1/25,000),

' There has been further active patrolling throughout the
whole area gond the enemy has been harassed by artillery fire,
In the northern sector during 24 hours to midday 7 Nov twenty-
two enemy were seen to move in small groups up the track
from BONGA to WAREO, Most werc unarmed and all were carry=
ing packs, During the same period 170 cnemy were seen to
move cast towurds BONGA. Most of these viere armed and in
particular they had with them three HiGs (7,7mm type 92
Jukis), ten LMGs and one 37mm QF gun.

On the same day a patrol from 2/28 Bn located twelve Japs
near 625703 and the position was then shelled by our artillery,
Cther patrols to 613632, 59667k, 582667 saw no movement,but

. a patrol frean 2/23 Bn Tfound the encmy holding a post astride
’ s the track at 592658, A 2/u8 Bn patrol also located an enemy
- T vosition at 584665, which was then engaged by our guns,
= During night 7/6 Wov artillery harrassed enemy positions at
' 6743 and in the area 6372, There was active patrolling
again from first light 8 Hov,.
Tac/R reports on 5 Nov show that there are enemy field works
at 611:563, 614685 and 6156387, It was also reported that the
. . 2500 feature sbout 578678 had been fortified, Small, well
/7 . worn tracks radiate from a lone trec g 580704 to 575695 and
. P70 . 585695, vhere the tracks are lost to view in the jungle,
7_AUST DIV
On { Hov a patroel from 2/2 Pnr Bn dispersed and inflicted
casualties cn an eneny party at BERRINGGE,

2,. SEA - Ol
) our 1ight steface eraft on petrol during night 7/8 Hov
sighted two Type A barges on the bgach near the mouth of
TBEWATL R. They were heavily strafed and are believed destroyed,

® 5 sr-owm
RABAUL .

Reports of the raid on RABAUL on 7 Illov zre now avasilable,
Twenty~five Liberators got throusgh and bombed RAPOPO airfield,
Wine medivm bombers and threc fighters were destroyved on the
coound and a number of fires wvere sicricd, The bombers des-~
troyed thirteen intercepting enemy Ticshters and probably des-
troyed five more, Reports from the escorting Lightnings show
that ten more cnemy Tighters were shot dovmn, Five Lightnings
are missing, ’

L, ATR ~ ERESY .
(a) {re? DELs SENA Sheet, 1 inch to 1 mile),
On 7 livv encmy fighters strafed EENA BENA, SIGOIYA (969090)
and GAROKA causing slight damage and casualties, The report
o parashubes dropped in the ERAP Valley on 6 Nov has been
investigated and it is now believed that meteorological
ballocns wore releaseds

(e) During night 7/8 Hov two raids were made on LAR, The

Tirss was just before midnight, when three to nine bombers
made several cuns over the target, The second was made about
hal? an heaxr later by an unknown number of zircraft, In
each casc the attaclz wvas carricd out by high level bombing and
an unlnovn amaber of bombs vwias droppoed, lio report of dam-
age or cagualtics in either raid has becn rcceived, .

o




-
PART 1T

5. EIEMY Q0B
A marked map captured recently in the 9 AUST DIV arca gives
the enemy dispositions around SATELBERG cn 1l Oct L3 -~ just
prior to the large scale attacks of 16 and 47 Oct towards
SCARLET Beach, - It may be noticed that no mention is made of
79 Regt, which is reported from other sources to have arrived
in the general SATELBERG - WAREQ area some six days beforc.
8ince the agttacks were repulsed, thers has been no clear indice
ation of the re-grouped 00B, but it is interesting that the
units shown on the map do largely conform to previously accepted
_identifications,
The locations and units marked on the map are as follows :=-

. WAREQ

: L Pd Hos ital (51 Div)
NONGAKAKOY  : 2 Bn 80 Regh
(619743)
Spwr west of
KATIRA - : 9 Coyry 8C Regt
NMear SISI : 5 Coy 233 Regtb
8 anl 141 Coys (?) 80 Regt
AA "(Jm-:’cnny unit,
TIRIORO -+ 300 naval troops
_ 2 Bn 236 Regt (part)
QWEMBUNG : 2 Bn 238 Regt (remainder)
KUMAWA : 10 Coy Inf Litm Bn
42 Ciy €0 Regt (part)
Part of {02 Rept
2 Cor MATZURA 2 SiLP (part)
SISI - HQ 80 Re:t
12 Coz 80" Regt (part)
Pnr Unit
Ly Trench kiortar Unit
High Ground

east of MARARUO: QF Coy 233 Regh
102 Regt . part)
30 men of 21 Regt
3 Bn, 26 73 Arty Regt
HQ Shnippriiag Group
Material Gce, 8 Shipping Engr
Regt
30 Indep Bngr Regt Eless 5 Coyg
- 36 Indep I“ngr Regt (less 5 Coy

MASANGKOO : 1 Pd losrital,

In addition defensive positions are sitovn at GURUNKOR and g helio-
graph staticn is marked Just east of PALAUKO.

Sigred at 7229 nhrs, - Lt—cg%

Distribution as for Report Igo. 1.
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o SECRET
2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT lo,29

(Information fram 2000L/6 Nov to 2000L/7 Nov L3)
PART X
OPERATIONS

1¢ LAND = OWI AND ENZHY
9 AUST DIV {ref maps SATELBERG and FORTIFICATION Point 1/25,000),
. Pighting on 6 Nov was limited to patrol and artillery ac-
ivity. '
In the northern sector a 2/U43 Bn patrol o QU730 . saw no
movement, At 0700 hrs about 100 enemy were observed in small
groups at 607721 moving NE, They vere engaged by our artill=-
erys, At 0800 hrs 2L0 enemy were observed moving east along
the WARBO-BOKGA track and of these 203 vere unarmed, Some
were sick and walking wounded and the remainder vere probably
carrying parties,
Other patrols moved along the north bank of the SONG R to
618702 and along the KATIKA track to 619683 without sight
the enemy, A patrol from 2/13 Bn found no enemy from 59964
to 599675 but discovered that an encmy company position at the
latter point hid been abandoned, The patrol then went on
along the south bank of SIKI Crecek to 612672,
During night 6/7 Hov our artillery shelled a suspected enemy
barge landing point at 650767,
7 _AUST DIV (ref map DULPU 1 inch to 4 mile), a small
On 6 Nov o patrol froa'2/2 Pad 8n made contact with/enemy
force near BERRINGGE (8206410), '

2, AIR = OWH
ALEXT SHAFVEN
At 1130 hrs 7 Wov eight Thunderbolis destroyed four of an
intercepting Torce of twenty to twenty-Ifive enemy fighters withe-
cut loss.
RADAUL
Thirty-one Liberators with Ligntnings as escort took off at
0800 hrs to attack shipping in the harbour, Officigl results
are not yet available, but there is a ropert that our aircraft
bombed RAPOPQ airfield, which was their secondary target,

3¢ AIR = EHEMY
On evening 6 Fgv four enery aircraft.dropped eleven bombs
in and around FINSCH Harbour without causing any damagec,
On the same night snother enemy airc:aft dropped seven bombs
near No 2 strip at DIMPU, but there were no casualties or damages
NABZASB .

Early on 7 Nov an enemy Tforce of ten bombers escorted by the
same number of Tighters attacked the western dispersal areas of
MARKHAM FIFLD at NADZAB., In 81l 57 bombs, mostly 100 Kgs, were
dropped, One Airaccbra wuas destroyed on the ground and nine were
damaged, )

After the ra’d ez ¢ laadrons of Lightnings vhich were di-
verted from an escoriing mission intcercoptedthe enemy and shot
down three bombers and two Tighicrs without loss to themselves,

Subsequently four Taunderbolts on an ared reconnalssance
from SAIDOR to SIO shot dovm four more enemy aircraft, that were
apparently returning from their raid on NADZAB,

Signed at 7/4 0 hrs, : /L .
: ot
?' . Lt-col
' a8
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Distribution gs for Report lio, 1.
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SECRET
G IN.ELLIGENCE REPORT No, 28

PART I

o — —

UPERATIONS

T 4, LAND - O AT TRENY
AUST LoV (Fel maps SACELBERG and PORTIFICATION Point 1/25,000),
. On 5 Nov pairsle irom 2/Lh3 En searching the coastal area

movad gs = north as 715 northing pgrid without contacting $he
STEI, Thz itwo cheryr positions located on I Nov in the area
6570 have been evacixzied, Another patrol advanced to 658727
withovs seeins any zovenm=nt,
In the SIVLVANLNG scc.uor the. eneny withdrew during night

4/5 ¥ov from nis well dug in positions north of the SATELBERG
"Rd at 590663 and 55603, These positions had been heavily
b engaged tovougtiont b Wov, and it seems there was some bitier
o Tighting before the eneily abandoned the former,

On 5 Hov patrows to 679693, to GURUNKOR, KANGORA, (ref FINw-
S SOFHATET =ap 4 irch to 1 mile U493570) ond along the south bank
. of MAPER, te 575352 Toul no enemy, On the same day our art-

s ) illery sheiled cnemy rosts astride the SATELBERG Road, in the

o BONCGA ar=a ond 1uscoueal ezewy gun positions at 5576706,
Thers wag gsbive pevralling in all sectors during night 5/6

Hov, .
7_AUST DIV (ref wmens { inch bo 1 mile series),

On E ligv Policwinz the al> strike reported yesterday 2/16
Bn raided an oy posivion on Upper FARIA River, The 25 Bde
pabrol in tae area 0564 is now in a position to observe enemy-
gun position In iné aron 6761 and a light AA gun at 663661,

2,  SEA - Ov ‘ |
AL 2310 w3 5 Nov owe ishkt surface craft sighted two Type I
submarines on o surrsse 5 miles north of BLUCHER P2int, Ourn
- MTBs fived three Iorpsdoes, and scored twe hits, A lerge area
- of discolarai waLor was suon 200 yards off shore but no wreckage
was okscrved,

.. 3, SEA - EEENF
— Photograpsiz o m7olag
: in the nuamber cif w.ws

vay

. RABAUL on 5 Nov show a large increase
i7n the harbcour,.

aaonTors bombed RABLUL township. Bombing
cacirate with 955 of bombs in target areas
5 weaiiaiy concentrated round the wharves ob=-
1 gnzoevations,

(b) yovax
Tomp Thuwluwaanea on a fighter sweep to VEWAK intercept-

ed PO mnieqs ot ern ntvl shot down six without loss,
{e) ILY ARUT,.:

Do z—od ranonie sow that on b Hov twelve Beaufighters

ard Tcur Testins booisd and strafed PALMALHAL Plantation

(o shout ma.s 1L G182),

50 AXR - O
; H y :>rec enecry aircraft dropped seven bambs

in *he 3cu off FNIGEIATEN,  An attack was also made an
our iizat Seerals woufi, Twelve bombs were dropped bub
none of ouwr beots wmee it

(b) Tris merniue S onomy bombers escorted by ten fighters
barlbed thn airrieid ot HADZAD, The strip was later strafed
by thweo fichiterz. On2 Airacobra was destroyed and fourteen

obthere siisntly -izmgyged, There were foew casualiles,

-
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(¢) This morning also there.was an enemy raid on GUSAP
airfield (ref map FININTEGU 1 inch to 1 mile, 1517),
From a preliminary report it seens that one trans_port
plane was deatroyed and two damaged,

(@) A report has becn reccived that the enemy dropped 5ix
parachutes in the ERAP Valley area, The report is be-
ing investigated,

 PART II

JAPANESE AMMUNITION

In recent weeks many injurlies have been received by indiv-
1dualg tampering with complete rounds of Jgpanese HE or Incendi-
ary smnmmnition,

There are at least two types of dapapese amrmuinition which
require cuch a small amount of heat to ignite their incendiary
cumposa.tions that they have been known tc explode and ignite -
in their magazines or vhen I:‘ing in the open, These two types
of amnnmltlon ure T

Ee 20 mm aireraft cammcn, IE - Incendiary.
b, 7.9 mm aircraf't mackine gun incendiary.

The 20 mmHE - Incend;ar;f is 5 41/46 inches long. I% is
easily recognized by the zreenish yeilow body and brass nose
fuze, The body may be plain vcllow, or may have either one or
two white bands. It may be found in the 20 mm drum magazine,
which i8 used with the carnon, lying around loose in captured
areas, or in.its original packing cases,

Thé 7,9 mm Incendiary may be foundicose, in packing boxes,
or inthe seddle type drum magazine,

In newly occupied areas this ammunition is a serious hazard,
It must be kept clear of all other anmunition prior to shipment
or disposal and should be kept in the shade, If exposed o
any heab, it is liable to ignite and explode, If some of the

- ammnition starts to smoke or explode, the remainder should be

d:cowned in the deepest waber available without delaye

(From Orénance Intelligence Bulletin
17 of HQ Acv Ech Fifth Air Force).

Signed at 22 /5 hrs,

t-c 01

Distribution as for Repor: No, 1.
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.2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT Nog 27

(Information from 2000L/4 Nov to 2000L/5 Nov Li3)
PART I

OPERATIONS

ic LAND -~ OWN AND ENEMY - . ‘
" 9_AUST DIV (ref maps SATELBERG and FORTIFICATION Point 4/25,000).
On ¢ Nov patrols from 2/43 Bn located enemy positions east of |
the coastal track at 656709 and 658705, These positions were
then engaged by our artillery end mortars, On the same morne
ing a standing patrol at 635731 reported that 130 Japs with
field guns and heavy packs passed westwards along the BONGA=-
WAREC: track. In 12 hours to midday U4 Hov a total of 5% enemy
also moved in the opposite direction, .
- Our artillery harassed enemy positions in the arca 6372 dur-
ing night L4/5 Wov, :
Further to the south eur patrols to 626700, 619685, 618683,
626682 saw no-movement on L Hove
North of the road necar 'JIVEVANENG 2/13 Bn engaoged an encmy
position at 594666 with mortar and MIG fire, and 2/17 Bn main-
tained pressure on the enemy post at 590663,
On Y4 Nov our artillery engaged enemy positions at QUEMBANG
. (ref map FINSCHHAFEN 1 inch to 1 mile 52557L) and at 577653,
47717 and in the area 5867, : .
@ 5 AUST DIV (ref map MT SALAWAKET 1 inch to 1 mile),
Horth of LAE 2t Bn killed ohe Jap and discovered 52 enemy
dead on the track in -the area 7089,
7 AUST DIV (ref map 4 inch to:l mile), -
On 3 NHov patrols: from 2/7 Cav(Commandoc). San contacted enemy
near ORGORUNA (453806), .
' -On 4 Hov 2/6 San patrols rcported the arca 5570 claar of the
. enemy, On the same day a 25 Bde patrol. reached a position in
the area 6666 overlooking the enemy L of G, .

2, SEA -~ O e
SOLOMONS:
- A delayed rcport states that on 2 Nov a naval engagement
took place off BOUGAINVILLE Island, Thc cnemy losses were -

One cruiser ]
. Four destroyers) - :° :
~I'wo destroyers damaged,

.. No information had been received concerning our losses,

3:. AIR - OWN .
. { AUST DIV Areg '

On 5 Nov twenty-five Mitchglls and six Marguders carried out
an attack in direct supvort of our forward troops in the Upper
FAREA Valley, Tavrgets were effectively indicated by smoke
shell and rcports from the ground troops show that the bamb-
ing was accurate, - .

RABAUL

At 1300 hrs 5 Nov fowr sauadrons of Liberators with Light-
nings as top cover bambed shipping in RABAUL Harbour., Pre-
iiminary reports show that 15 enemy fighters intercepted and
that two were shot down, One Lightning is missing,

RECONNAISSANCE o ' T

On night L/5 Hov a Liberator on reconnaissance scored threec
dircet hits on a cruiser at 03,00 south 150,00 cast,

N PART IT

pe

hv, Enemy Tanks : RABAUL
A series of low obliques taken on 2 Hov during the attack on
shipping at RABAUL revcal a total of soven tanks dispersed in
the arca immediately east of SIMPSON Harbour, It appcars from
the photographs that they are light tanks,
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- T Thepe are several types of 1ight tank known in the Japanese
Army., - Particulars of the type which most nearly fits the
ones shown in the photographs arc as follows :e

&;sllt_Lan_k_;Mﬁ.‘iﬁ -

* Longth . vees TR £79.4n

© width . o o _‘.Gi‘t6in--
Height = . Tl 6£%-6-in

. Ammamentayi.. - 7o <One 1,7 mm gun
T e ) 7 Two 7.7 mm MGB. )
Armour . - 12«16 mo :

" Weight 3 4 tons.

PART III - TOPOG'R’AP_ HICAT,

-,

Ref maps MASAWENG River 1/63360
FORTIFICATION Point 1/25000

SATELBDRG 1/25000
" Tac/R Re_fports .- 9 AUST DIV Adea

(a} A very well worn track follows the razor back ridge north of
TEWAY River to. a village about L;,386; The ares inland framn here

was under cloud,

(b) 4 very wide,well-worn track was 1oca1:cc1 on south bank SIKT
Creek from 577567 to 586672, The track is considered to be
.capable of carrying M, but recent rains ‘have rendered it nuddy.
“owing to cloud the bn,rrlnn:l.ng and end of thé track could not be

traced, .
(¢) There is‘a newly -made road from SATELBERG to the feature at

5u568lt, The read is cub cut of the iE side of the hill and runs
to.545686, It appe ars to be mostly cLay and shows signs of

. heavy pif:{cH

- (d) Numerous small tracks run from 538685 to the headwaters of the
sreek at 539692,
(e} At 643736 a wide,wcll Wiarn track crosses ab m.ght angles tho.
main BONGA-TARZO track.

(£) Tracks from the imai patch 4t 650735 lead into the main
BONGA~WAREO track at 64A736, vhere there is a group of coco-
) nu:t;s.

Si ed at ZZ/D h.. T : )
en 5 ﬂmt’“
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S 1‘; - ALY
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WERAK '1'11')01.‘:1".,'
At 4216 hrg b Jlov tuelve vessels were seen i 06,12 southk
419,08 cast on n ¢ ; Ly 50 mcts. The
Sb.J..P.J waIlG u”'*ﬂﬂ.,_f 1T 1w GG3t LI0Y el 3,

ATR —~ G
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HAFER and AT ¥l soo it oo Twe bricges olony Ihie coast.
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Bay «ad on night 3/ Iaov onc niberater Demled o Toroe shin ccm~
voy 20 miles north o WILLAULEZ Pemiasula {pef strat uap X1:535).
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PART 1

bt e -

OPERATIONS
LiMD - OWR AND FURNY

9 AUST DIV (rul map SrPBLBAERG 5nd FORDINICERILN POINT 1/25,000)
During 1 ¥ov theoc w7s 23%49ic shangs in She posision on the SATELBERG
Rd east of JIVEVANENG, Dotk 2/i3 and 2/ 17 '3 wore in close contact
tic
;

with tho cncmy at 556463, On 2 liov persicn of 2/17 Bo maintoined
L GOy auvanc2é eastwerd agginst -
stronz o -‘p._...]. wion to 595 )Ulo Zise® iv o wes pivorhsd that rhe SATELBERG
Rd as Tar west on ‘)84602 vies cluzy of tas ecneny, ifo delails aw yeb
availablie; bui 15 wppoars t:':..t mEeppling up In in prosyrans in this
sector, ’

In ths novtnern arees on 1 Hov 24 Bae pd »ols bo S4y725, 623705 and

"
-

Jl.h C (‘\

-

619687 saw no encny, L il ensrw pazby however was sighbed at 626682,

On 2 Mov patrels to 957725, G117iC mnd 619467 madc no conbact,

On 1 M¥ov a patrsl rrom 2748 Br d_mng 3IXKI Sreek to 598675 saw lio
cnemy out on 2 liov a patrol rrorm thisz wnit locatcd o strong enemy
positicn ab 5156383

On both 1 axnd 2 Iiov o2nd 3as% ;.j_gpt ovr ariilisry ecagaged o number of
Inown enemy UOuit'} ang with horassing firve,

7 AUST DIV (raof nap ¥ XUDART 1 inech wo 1 wnile)

On 1 flov & paseal fran 2/15 Bi keepin? 5o thw north of the enemy
L of € reached 8Y0ELT,

SEA - OWil (ref minp HMABLVENG Mivwey 1 indn % 1 udlie}
On night 3/2 Wov our Lishi susfooe sralt sook tvo Ls;,_:e A brrges off

were hcﬁzL.l._, gauih @id eppoared te oo empbyy The PT boats also engaged
the shora baits: -:'“ ~h BLUSEM "0-'“"?;:-

Total L_u fen juass reecivad slow i;'n;."; wouieen 3 Sep and 22 Oet PT
hoots cperatiigg along the aonnst Pran I NEHAK DY to VIKCKE POINT
sank 15 encey suall crait !’. estly Trpe 4 bo gw) cnd damaged seven
others, Six of hw Gorges sk wers corrying tirocps and most of the

g <=3 i:'!.;

’

-

others wezc lowded w

AIR~ Qi/iv
T (&) {_AUST_ DIV .Kin
On & Hov nine siraoihras 2ed in by Boamsransgs divebombed e eny
gun positions in Shoe KAFIRIL nrez, bui ovihy o clouds rcsults were
not observed. Qa 2 Lov Gi-‘j;h" Airacobras atein divebombed these
pesitions, In vhis raid loud explosicons wore coused,
On the same doy SLiraconras atvacked bridges on the BOGADIIM-
YATLA roud. ' :
(b) 9 AUSE DIV 434

DR 2 siov 12 Valteu Veagouices cziopsed by fiftcen Thunderbolts |
Ai--_bombed HEMBARIVA village nad dup arsas pnd strafed the track ‘

south fbr Ibo*at ven niich,
(e) ATPASE OI SEIPITIG 57 RADAUL |

Bo‘!".:co;; RIEAT RS _J"'S 1 2 Wav, nine syuadrons of Mitchells
(72 planus in 'L) gsecrted by 74 Lit_,a tninggs. athacked shipping in
the harbour ab Rnl’u UL wwd b po" onie around the township. Three
sgupdroils oi Hrvoenslis yithnn 1000 phosphor»ous smoke bombs mixed
with clustaors of perecfreass bembed sn stuafed the il positions, The
blanket o s;**um, whi oy mu., To 000 ©t gllowiz2d thc romaining six
squadrors of Hitchells to “slip bomb® the chipping in the harboun,

Pirodo.-raphie muu:p':cﬁm;in:'-_ reveuls shot two destroycrs wore -,
definiteliry simk, one Gustreoryasr Leadsr possinly sunk, and a crulser N
and two Jdousnoyers vwew. damcged, In addition 11.5,000 tons 9f merchont
 shipping; vers doestroyad and 2*5,0&.’.‘ "‘-“Tac éannpged, Sight float plaones
and “two “mm--m‘;:'..rcd Trines bosis vwer tl(.. troyud on the water and
eight more plunes on the Lk UitT :='.:.- L& vicre dumageie

Pyo graups oY Qs ":m,utwu inca: c.-.pt.cc. Thiz Mitchells shot
Gown 26 ond the I 2**‘.';t7'-'-n; g bh. Quy 10us VB SIUDS nine iditchells and ten
Lightniongs, Li; Lu othor Fiteh el\l.i..; wore budly damczed. All crews
_.have reporwued thus the hA Ties s p.ll‘ui\.l‘!....*t‘ly hecavy ghd

=- T ...
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nearly all our “bambers were. hit,

+

i PART II
-, ENEMY DISPOSITIONS .
I On 2 Nov direct support pilots operating north of BONGA saw a red, _
white and black horizontally striped flags some 3 feet by 2 feet flying -
above the trees at 6U49766 near KAMLIGIMU Point. - )
COMMENT: The distinmiizniiz flag of 2 Bn in cach Regiment is three .
‘zlgzage, red, white and black on a whise field, It is suggested that

the flag seen by the pilots may be a ground to air signal flag,’
- This would account for the faect-that i% was Llying-above the Tees

- Sdgned at r04 5 hrs 4 Hov L3 L et -
} ’Zva.n‘-/'- = .
Lt-Col
GS
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2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENGE RFPORT NO 2L |
(Infermation from 2000L/31 Oct 43 to 2000L/1 Nov 43) |

o PART 1.
- OPERATIONS
-1, LAND - OWN AND ENEXY

9 AUST DIV (ref maps SATELEERG and FORTIFICATION Point 1:25,000)

On morning 31 Oct the enemy east of JIVEVANEHG in about one company
strength again counter-attacked 2/43 Bn at 596666, The attasck was re-
pulsed with casualties, Both 2/43 Bn and 2/17 Bn made slight advances
on the enemy position at 596663,

On the same day a patrol from 2/43 Bn located enemy digging in at
640719 but other patrols from the same Bn saw no enemy at 622701 or
613691, Patrols discovered an enemy ADS at 6Lh7L); and observed the
egstward movement of small parties of wounded along the WAREO - BONGA
track, In addition, many bandages were found and the track appeared
to be well used, Ais there is no evidence of barge traffic to BONGA
it wes considered that thc enemy may be evacuating casualties from the

: vicinity of the ADS by submarine,
PP The patrol saw ration dumps in the area 617725 which appeared to be
Yo a sbaging area,

~..'= The track from WAREO to FIOR is reported to be strongly held by 500
"1 .. Japs occupying positions along but not on the track, The positions are
o4 sited on reverse slopes and at creck crossings., Further small groups
of enemy are stated to be arriving in the area.
o™ A patrol from 2/48 Bn attacked an enemy patrol of gbout twenty men

- at 611684 and Tillcd seven,

During 31 Oct our artillery shelled widecly dispersed enemy positions

throughout the area.

7_AUST DIV (ref msp 1 inch to 1 mile series)

on 31 Ocet 2/16 Bn maintained contact with the enemy on the upper

a reaches of the FARTIA R, A pasrol advanced north to 683662 without
kg gozétacting the enemy. 2/27 Bn also maintained contact in the area
/"-". - 7 3Q
' 2/6 Cav (Comnendsc) Sgn reported that there was a small party of the
enemy still in the area 550727 but that they were evading our patrols,

.2, AIR — ENENY

~#~ * At 0900 hrs 30 Oct and <zain at 0936 hrs 31 Oct a single eneny gir-
craft made a reconnaissance of the FINSCHHAFEHN area.

| 'Si@ed at 3107 nrs ,%ﬂ/;’ .
Loy

(é-"'{ Lt~col
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2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO 23
. (Information from 2000L/30 Oct 43 to 2000L/3t Oct 43)

e PART I
, - OPERATIONS
. le LAY = OWN AND ENEMY 3 _ , .
| 9 AUST DIV (ref maps SATELBERG and FORTIFIGATION Point {125;000) .

on 20 Oct on the SATELBERG road east of JIVEVANENG one platoon 2/17
Bn on the south side of the road and portion of 2/13 Bn on the north
almost completely surrounded the enemy at 595662« In the late after-
noon an enemy platoon unsuccessfully counter-attacked 2/13 Bn and at
. dusk a further counter-attack also failed and casualties were inflicted
- 0ny the ensmy. . ' ] '
Patrols from 728 Bn reported no movement as far north as 6357 0!. but
a patrol from 2/32 Bn heard voices and movement on the BONGA — WARSO
track during night 29/30 Oct. ‘During the day fifteen enemy in parties
. of three and four were seen moving towards BONGAs Most were wounded and

.unarmed. On 30 Oct a patrol from 2/48 Bn killed fourteen of an enemy
patrol at 618679. TLater snemy were heard at 616680, but a patrol to
605676 saw no movement.

A patrol from 2/15 Bn reported that the enemy was holding a strong
positicn at 555643

N " Qur artillcry engeged a number of known.enemy positions during the

L day, and on night 30531 Oct there was zctive patrolling and our artill-

, ' ery agein harassed the enemy.

7_AUST DIV (ref map BAGASIN 1 inch to 1 mile)

On 30 Oct a patrol from 2/2 Cav (Cormando)} Sqn reported that there
wos no sign of enemy occupation of the villages PUKTABLO (367000},

SIT0 (376998), ENAM (380995), NAWAR (383980), SUMAU (38990L).

On the same day enemy artillery, estimated to be four regimental guns,
shelled 2/16 Bn from an unlocated position near the road between YOKOPI
and KANKIRYO. Some casualiies were suffered. '

COMMENT: The four regimental guns referred to are probably 75 mm Type

T4 (41908), which has now been supcrseded in the case of artillery

units by the Type 94+ The Type 4 has a maximum range of 7000 yards.

. 2 SEA = TNEMY
A% 41300 hrs 29 Oct nine large and three small unidentified vessels

wers Bighted at OlL.12 south 152.17 east on a course of 360 degrees at
15 knotse.

P oo -air
; The following table shows enemy air Qrder of Battle as estimated by
V Borher Command in north-eastern area as at 30 Qct L3s=-

PART __ IT

Estimate
NEWGUINEA F /B L/B D/B E/B F/B T/0 IOIAL —‘T‘:as za: : g
WEWAK L 1L 5 3 13 Oct (AAR
BORAM 8 3 2 13
ALEXTSHAFEN - Z
HOLLANDI: 8 23 10 I
VAKDE 13 13
Total 20 Lo 17 3 80 466
N IRELAND &
N _BRITAIN
KAVIENG 17 6 L 27
VUNAKANAD 5 13 18
LAKUNATL 20 3 10 33
RAPOFO 2 9 3 14
HARBOUR 2 20 D2
TOBERA 38 ' 38

- Total 82 o4 19 > 24 152 285
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_SOLOMONS ; F

©© BUKA 1

™. EAHILI e
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Total_ - 5 3. 3 26 37 422

"gRAND ToTAL. - . . 29 573

f:COHMENT B , (V Bomber Command Summary to 30 0¢t) {

-.The figures for- the SOLOMONS are unusally low, but several days
photographlc coverage have. shown practically the Bame low count-
Floatplanes at FAISI are an estimate only. 3

- % The ‘concentration of the bulk of the enemy air force at RABAUL des=-
pite the recent: ‘héavy -raids is gignificant,

~ gigned at-.?_l.b‘t) hrs Y
- - Lt-col ]

- Distribution as for Report No*l. - _ @ . ¢
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SECRET

.. 2.AUST CORPg INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO 22 :
(Information.from 2000L/29 Oct 43 to 2000L/30 Oct h3)
“PART I
DEERATIONS
LAND — OWN AND ENEMY
9 AUST DIV ( ref maps SATELEERG and FORTIFICATION POINT 1/25000)

~ 0n 29 Oct our troops made some progress astride the SATELBERG
Rd and our patrols and artillery were again active.

7 Bast of JIVEVANENG our troops moved forward on both the north

and south flanks of the enemys One platoon of 2/13 Bn ‘dug in at
594666 and-a platoon of 2/17 Bn occupied a position at 595661l.
From XKUMAWA a 2/15 Bn patrol reported the track clear from .that

- yillage to 564656, but a second patrol from the same battalion

-.reported KWEHBANG ( 559591, ref map FINSCHHAFEN 1 inch to 1 mile)
" to be held by one campany of che enemy. :

‘On 29 Oct-following active patrolling in the vicinify_of:enemy

”'pOsitions at 639719 and 624703, these points were engaged by

artillery and MiGs, Our artillery also fired on an enemy position
at 615730,.. - . ' :
During night 29/30 Oct our guns shelled thé enemy occupied
villages. at 598715 and 603717, and enemy positions at 6467L4,
. "7AUST DIV ( 'ref map WT KUBARI 1 inch to 1 mile)
On:29 Oct a patrol from 2/6 Cav (Commando) Sgn located an enemy

- position at 582722,
- ..

3.

h

5

During night 29/30 Oct our light surface craft were fired upon
by 3 inch, 20 mm and 16 mm guns from shore batteries sited on NE

gide of VINCKE POINT, 3 inch star shells were used fto illuminate
our craft and firing continued up to a range of four miles.

SEA_~ ENEMY :

At 1635 hrs 29 Oct an aircraft sighted two enemy barges iaden
with troops maeving SE off BLUCHZR POINT, HNine enmty barges were
seen on the beaches between BLUCHER POINT and MASAWENG R,

On 28 Oct ten barges were sighted at ALEXISHAFEHN and a
camouflaged destroyer or corvette was seen stationary west of
SEK Island ( ref MADANG Strat VIJ 7639).

At 1115 hrs 28 Oc¢t a submarine was seen stationary at 04,12
south 152,15 ecasti. T

AIR - OWN

At 0200 hrs 30 Ocet Liberators on armed rcconnaissance hombed
one light eruiser and two destroyers in PLANET Harbour ( VITU
Islands), One destroyer was sunk and a neer miss was scored on
the second destroycr,.

Later in the morning nine hkitchells scarched for the convoy
unsuccessfully but strafed barges in REIN BAY and buildings in the
vicinity,

AIR - ENBMY

On morning 239 Oct two enemy aircraft mide an extensive
reconnaissance of the FINSCHHAFEN area,

BART I1
ENEMY DEFENCES . T
(a) ALEXISHAFEN ( ref map MADANG Zast 1 inch o 1 mile)

Air photograph interpretation reveals two probable coast
defence guns at ST MICHABL (741375) and two-pits, which may also
be prepared for coast defence guns, in the recently extended
£lizht gap at 734578, Total AA positions completed are for
22 x 75 mm guns ( Type 88) and 20 x 13 rm double-barrel pcm
poms { Type 93).




Te

(b) MADAHG S T
Total AA p051tions completed are for 12 x 75 rm guns and
18 X 13 mm dcuble-barrel pom- poins. _ £

(e) ERIMA ( ref map BOGADJIM 1 inch to 1 mile)

A battery of four heavy AA g'uns has rscently been
installed in the plantation-at 669030, On the coast at the
mouth of the river at 674020 there is a possible gun position .
and two light AA guns or MGs.

( 1 ALAPIU Report No 193)
Eaam 111 - TOPOGRAPHY :

MEANIIIG— OF URAT' COAST"

Por edministrative purposes, the name “RAI COAST" ( also known
as "MACLAY COAST") is defined as applying only to that section

... -0f the north coast of NEW GUIKEA from th.e YUPNA-~-URUWA DIVIDE on
" the east to incl BAU Plantation area ( west:of CAPE RIGNY) on the

west, The portion lying westwards of the MANKINA R is known as
YRAI COAST Number One", and the eastwards portiocn das "RAI COAST -
Number Two". This dlstlnction has passed over to native usage, .
The southern boundary i3 generally taken to be the FINISTn,RRE

DIVIIE,

However, it is found in many reports, partlcularly of the ‘naval
and air services, that the name "RAI COAST" has its meaning
extended to include the north coast eastwards to at least SIO,

As this extended meaning has cormon usage and is convenient,

.1t will probably be continued, When therefore the strict -meaning

of - the name is intended and it is necessary to avoid confuskon,

~it'is 'suggested that the description "RAI COAST proper' be used,

5 e pe e
, Lt-col °
Signed at 2 /5% hrs ‘ GS .

Distribution as for Report o l.
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SECRET

2 AUST GORPS TNTELLIGENGE REPORT NO:-21

7 |
I Q //}XI\ {Information from 2000L/28 Oct L3 to 2000L/29 Oct }LB)

1,

P ! I /, r .{; ’1 R
. Vi -, A
OPERATIONS -

LAND —~ OWN AND_ENEMY -
9 _AUST_DIV (ref msps SATELBERG and FORTIFICATION Point 1:25,000)

Again on 28 Oct there was only patrol. and artillery sctivity in 9
Aust Div areas, . X
West of KATIKA our pstrols have been testing the strength and dis-

aeyng DO8itions of the enemy, A patrol from 2/28 Bn found sn enemy position
engﬁg’? at 624701, but a 2/L48 Bn patrol to the south as far as 6236837/, Another

2,

@

. De

patrol from the same Bn moving further to the west discovered a position
held by asbout fifty Japs at 610678,

On the same day a patrol from 2/Lt3 Bn towards BONGA found an enemy
position at 637720 but further east a second patrol north to 654730
saw no movementy

South of SATELBERG a patrol from 2/15 Bn to GURUNKOR (564620) saw no
enemy, but another patrol killed one Jap at what appears to be an
enemy water point on the creek at 563651,

Also on 28 Oct a patrol from 22 Bn ambushed ten enemy at 522572 (ref
map FINSCHHAFEN 1 inch to 1 mile),

In the late afternoon 28 Oct our artillery shelled for 25 hours,
gzgey?v positions at FIOR (561700), 565699, 579682 and on the hill at

7720,

During night 28/29 Oct ocur trocps patrolled actively but no important
chsnge took place,

7 AUST DIV (ref map DUMPU 1 inch to 1 mile)

2/27 Bn occupied a small enemy position in area 6762, No other change
took place,

SEA - OWN
LIGHT SURFACE CRAFT OPERATIONS

On night 28/29 Oct two of our ETBs attacked two barges off BLUCHER
Point,One,- Which was probably larger than a Type 4, is reported prob-
ably .destroyed and the smaller damaged, The MTBs were fired upon by

d 20 t h
3 ingh gad 22 TieBts were L QST north of Cape KING WILLIAM and it
was thought that there is a large shore installation at this poins,

SEA_= FENRMY (ref strat series l miles to 1' inch)

ENEMY SIGHTINGS '

At 1930 hrs 28 Oct two unidentified warships were seen entering the
bay near Cape TORKORO (XK9160) off UBILI (north coast of NEW BRITAIN)

AIR = OWN :

RABAUL (Preliminary reports from four squadrons of Liberators)

At midday 29 Oct fifty-seven Liberators escorted by sixty-seven
Light:ings accurately bombed VUNAKANAU airfield, revetment and dispersal
areas, All crews report the target area completely covered by large
fires, black smoke and dust, -

The Lightnings intercepted a force of forty to fifty fighters at
20,000 feet over the target area, Twelve enemy fighters were reported .

destroyed and five probsbly destroyed, One Lightning was lost snd four
others were dsmaged,

AA over the target arem was reported to be accurate, Shipping in the
harbour was seen to be dispersing,

¥ADANG Area

At 1100 hrs 29 Oct seventeen Mitchells attacked dumps, concentrations
and bridges along the GOGOL R to JACOB village. Many fires were started
but results were unohserved,

AIR -~ ENFMY

Early 29 Oct one enemy aircraft dropped twenty bombs at ORO BAY gnd
HARVEY BAY, No damage or casuglties are reported,

P II

ENEMY 00B

An undated entry (possibly made in Jun 43) in a diary captured recent=
ly in the DUMPU area, states that 52 Div will relieve Ii Div and that

5 Div will relieve 20 Div (7 Aust Div I335), P
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Signed at 22 00 hre . ; 4-—&-»{)2:-"4

— D . ‘s

COMMENT: A preliminary translation only has been mede of this docu=
-ment snd the information is itreated with considerable reserve, 52 Div
mey be a mistake for 52 Regt which was stated in a diary ceptured at
FINSCHHAFEN and dated 8 dan L3 to have landed at MADANG,

ENEMY DEFENCES WEST OF DAUMOINA (ref strat maps WO 47, L8 and 58)

Air photographs taken on 24 Oct indicate that the btrack KWATO -
MATALOL - KISA - ORGORUNA - KETOKA shows signa of heavy use by foot
end possibly pack transports, At NW end of ORGORUNA No-2 astride the
track is a right angle trench system 50 yards by 80 yards and there
are signs of defensive positions at MATALOI No 1 end No 2, :

The track from KISA to SANA is very well used snd at KISA track
activity indicates its probasble use as a staging camp and storage area,

Another. track BUNAGUNA - SAUSI - KARONA - YAGUNBU is also well used,

_ Lt=col
Distribution a3 for Report No l. . Gs
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- . SECRET
' 2 AUST GORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO_20
(Information from 2000L/27 Oct L3 to 2000L/28 Oct L3)
' PART I
OPERAT TONS

1, LAND - OWN AND ENENY
AUST DIV

On 27 Oct movement in all sectors was confined to patrol
. 7 activity and there were several minor clashes, - '

" (Ref map ~ MASAWENG R 1 inch to 1 mile)

In the northern sector PIB patrols reported that thirty-seven
enemy were dug in along the creek at 6467Ll, One of these patrols
also reported that both the BONGA-WAREO track end the coastal

track north from BONGA appear to be well used.

Enemy positions in the village at 603716 were engaged by our
artillery,

{Ref map ~ SATELBERG 1/25000)

" . On the same day a patrol from 2/28 Bn as far west as 62169L

’ savw no enemy, Further to the south a 2/48 Bn patrol ambushed an
enemy party at 617683, inflicting casualties, and observed
another enemy force at 615686, A second patrol from the same
unit west along the EATIKA track inflicted casualties on an eneny
patrol at 623683, : ‘

During nignt 27/28 Oct there was ne change in the general

gituation,. -

7 _AUST DIV

It is now reported that the enemy force which opposed the
advance of 25 Bde along the track from WAMPUN to GURUMBU may have
- withdrawn by a track leading to the north coast, However, the
R extent of the withdrawal from GURUMBU is not known, and our troops
are investigating.

2, SEA -~ OWN

o Our light surface craft, barge-hunting along the RAI coast
. o on night 27/28 Oct,again report that they were followed by lights
- on the shore, The enemy coast watching system is apparently
. gquipped with signal lights. On the approach of our surface
craft the light at each watching post is switched on, and whenr our
craft leave the area the lights are extinguished, It is reported
that beach 1lights are used for leading barges into off-loading
noints, ’ ’

3. SEA - ENFMY
SHIPPING SIGHTINGS
(a) At 1620 hrs 26 Oct an eight ship convoy was sighted at

02.30 south 150,00 east o1 a course of 273 degrees, The
¢onvoy consisted of

1000/1500 ton freighter transports
1500/2500 ton stackaft vessel

- 2000/4500 ton freighter transport
- 7000/9000 ton transport

1000/6000 ton transport and

2 small vessels, probably gunboats

(b) At 1645 hrs a three vessel convoy was sighted at 02,40
south 150,20 east consisting of

2 unidentified merchant vessels
1 probable gunboat

b 1 bl D
1
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(¢) Ten minutes Zater at 02,50 south 149.0L5 east a third
convey was sighted which consisted of '

2 - 1000/1500 ton freighter transport
1 - small destroyer or gunboat

-

COMMDIT : It seems possible that the large convoy at
least was returning from BABAUL towards PALAU after
bringing in sippliez and perhaps substantial
reinforcemenis,

-

ATR ~ O¥m

BARGE SEARCE ( ref maps It miles $o 1 inch, Strat Series)

Between 1645 and 1630 hrs 28 Qct Tour Thunderbolts searched the
north coast of ™% BRITAIN to TALASEA and four searched the RAI
coast from 2i0 Lo FORCIFICATION PT. Three barges approximately

70 't lonz were strafed and destroyed off TALASEA I (X0 0L96).

Ruts-at CAFE NEUMAYER ( X 5386), cnc barge of CAPE MENSING
(X3 9895) and two in BOPGEIN BAY werc strafed with unobserved
results.
On the RAI coast SIO mission was strafed and 3 house lefd
burning, about 20 huts were strafed on SIALUM Island and large
fires sterted, end two bavges wevre deosivoved on the beach near
Kaworr { LS L297). Ho moveuent was seen on the coastal track
from SI0 to FORTIFICATICON POINT but pilots report that the track / *
appears well used, - _ ‘ \.

ADDITIONAL ATROES 27 OCT iS5

At 1735 Ers 27 Oct eight Airacobras on patrol .over the
FINSCHHAFEN area inteccepted twelve to fifteen encmy bombers
and fifteen to twealy Tighters, 8ix enemy aircraft were destroyed
for the loss of oxe Liracolira.

ATR - ENEMY

Ref Intelligence Repcrt No 19 para 3, it is novi reported that
the enemy drgpped more than 70 paracintae: ove? the SATELBERG area
on evening 27 Oct, :

_ PART II ]
ENEMY POSITIONHS ( R=? map URIGINA one inch)
Pae/R reveals ihe following eneny posivions :

(a) DAUMOLNA arca :
Wear a small village at 520782 there are five foxholes ‘I’

and a semi-circular trench about twenty feet long
straddling the track. The ridge at this roint. is HOR
thickly timbered, &nd therc is a good fleld of fire to t.ie
south, Another village was seen at 515773, where there were
Tour or five more Totholes, lio weapons were cbserved in
any of these positions.

(b) XETOBA area '

About L37760 a wireless station consisting of two masts
thirty fect high with a "lean to" in thc middle was seen
in & clearing. Tiac area generally is heavily studded
with foxhoies and trenches provid&ing all round defence, but
0 weapons vicrc seci. Pilcts eshimated sixz AA LMG as well
as rifle firc frcm tiie gensral area of the village.

(c) ISARIBA .

A nearty vililage appesrs o be defended in the same way

as KEPOEA tut on a smaller scale,
{d) XOROPA

Therc is a semi-~circular siit trench and four or five
foxholes ah 52i756.

-

—



Y e

3

Te

8.

AT R - = = e - -
-
a0
-3 -
IDENTTFICATIONS

The following additional identifications in the SATELBERG -
BONGA area have been gbtained from captured documents :

EST IMATED . EVIDENCE
(a) 20 Engr Regt 750 79 Regt 00
| - dated 16 Oct
(b) 238 Regt, 2
Bn Gun Pl 28 Hotebook of
S "Routine Meetings"
dated 20 Sep
and, probably,
~(e) 11 Coy,2L Regt _ 148 ditto

L |

. PART III - TOPOGRAPHY
MARCHING TIMES - '

A captured diary of an unknowm member of 1 Bn 76 Regt ‘
discloses that his company marched from HANSA BAY to YOKOPI
in twenty-onc days. DAUMOINA was rcached in tyienty deys., The

route taken was along the MT road HANSA BAY-MADANG-BOGADJIM-
YALULA-YOKOPI, ’

COMMENT : Distance by road from HANSA BAY to YOKOPI is
about 130 miles,

7}
. AA A Ma "
J )%:‘""

=col

Signed at 7234 hrs GS

Distribution as for Intelligence Report No l.
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2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO 19 \j[
(Information from 2000L/26 Oct 43 to 200QL/27 Oct L3) o
EARE I . Lo- ~C
OPERATIONS _ LT (~S
LAND — OWN AND DNEMY ’

9 AUST DIV (ref masp SATELBERG sheet 1:25,000)

The enemy has withdrawn freom ‘his forward positions north and south
of KATIKA track to higher ground, The withdrawal begsn on night 25/
26 Oct when the eneny evacuated his position at 636678 after heavy
mortar fire from 2/48 Bn, Next morning:a patrol recomoitred west
along SIKI Creek to the 631 easting grid line ané the battalion then
moved forward end occupied a new line from 633673 through 627677 to

1 632681, North of the KATIKA %rack a patrol from 2/32 Bn on 26 Oct

found that the enemy hsd also withdrawn from his positions in that
sector and the battalion advenced to a line 633682 to 634685, The
enemy position is reported tao be about 630684,

On the 2/28 Bn front (642688 through 637690 to 64269k) our troops
patrolled extensively as far west as 628 easting gride, but saw no
enemy, On the other hand enemy positions are still reported at 637690,
636689, from 63569l to 630691 and at 634696,

On the same day a patrol from 2/43 Bn dispersed an enemy party of
fifteen at 650730, (ref map MASAWENG R 1 inch to 1 mile}, A small enemy
party was subsequently seen nesr the village at 65373L.

5 AUSE DIV (ref map MT SALAWAKET 1 inch to 1 mile)

On 26 Oct there was Turther clearing up activity north of LAE, A pat-
§01 Trom 24 Bn was in the area 708L, NW of BAINDUANG, end killed four

aps.
SEA ~ OWN

On night 25/26 Oct our light surfsce craft continued their normal
submarine and barge hunts in the VITIAZ Straits and along the coast
from LAKONA to SIO., An anemy searchlight was seen in the vicinity of
LONG Island, Lights were seen at NAMBARIWA anchorage and signal lights
on the shore followed our boats along the RAI coast as far north as
HARDENBERG,

At 1825 and 19C0 hrs 27 Oct three unidentified vessels were sighted
.from an OP in the ARNDT Point ares on a bearing of 23 degrees magnetic,
ATR - OWN

INTERCEPTION AT SATELBERG

At 1740 hrs 27 Oct eight Kittyhawks interccpted nine enemy bombers
and fifteen fighters over SATELBERG, Our aircraft shot down one bomb-
er and five fighters without lgss, The enemy aircraft released a num-
gfr of parachutes over the SATELBERG area just prior to the intercep-

on,

Comment: It would appear that the enemy was again engaged on a supply
Sowpneactin, JEhle Leoknrai be U0 RO TEDN S e RE0E 98t

Early 27 Oct ten enemy alrcraft were over the area NEW BRITAIN - ORO |
BAY ~ Cape NELSON, They appear to have been either on reconnalssance \
or seeking opportunity targets, g

by iT

ENEMY POSITIONS
(a) SATELBERG irea (ref map SATELBERG sheet 1:25,000)
. Interpretation of air photographs suggests two possiblc
tunkers - mile from PALANKO on the track to SATELBERG, At point 612768
grass has been cleared on the side of a small ridge in such manner as
%o suggest an artillery position.
(b) BONGA — LAKONA Area (ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series)

There seems to be a gun position at 638774 some 200 yards from
the cosst, The position is so obvious however, that it may be a dunny,.
(c) DAUMOINA (ref meps 1 inch to 1 mile series)

On the ridge at 123121 there zppears to be a cutting into the
hill with a log roof cover, The low Junglec has been cleared, but the
trees remain, & foot track runs from the position to DAUMOINA, The
road climbs very steeply at this point and bends back over this
feature, The position commands DAUMOINA and the road to the south
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downhill from’ the bend at 122400, It is thought that this cut- e
ting may contain a gun position to which smmmition could be
lowered from the road above,
Signed at /56 hrs | f o s pitarnts
R - . : . Ltecol
Distribution as for Intelligence Report Ng 1 N @S
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| SECRET
2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGEICE REPORT NO 18
(Information from 2000L/25 Oct 43 to 2000L/26 Oct h3)
PART T
CPERATIONS

1. LAND ~ OWN AND ENEMY

9 _AUST DIV (ref map SATELBERG 1/25,000)
On 25 Oct 2/32 Bn was in close contact with the enemy along its
whole front west of KiTIKA. Elsewhere there was active and

extensive patrolling and enemy defensive positions were found at
636690, 635689 and 635679, as well as an enenmy partg twenty-Ffive

strong at 653731 ( ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series In the
evening our mortars accurately engaged the enemy post at 636677,
On 25 Oct also a patrol irom 22 Bn encountered a Japanese party
at 559605 which at once withdrew. .

5 AUST DIV ( ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series)

In the MONGI R area, there are indications that the native track
from YALJON (362541) to JOANGENG and SATELBERG has been used by
the enemy. On 25 Oct a patrol from 29/46 Bn moved from YALJON to
.. SAMBEANG (335525) but saw no enemy.

7 _AUST DIV ( ref map DUMPU 1 inch to 1 mile)

_On 25 Oct after an air strike a patrol from 2/i6 Bn raided
enemy positions estimated at two companies strength in the area
7063, and inflicted casualties. &4 patrol from 2/14 Bn reached
key point L about 7659 without making contact,

2s SEA -~ ENEMY '
BARGE SIGHTINGS

At 1345 hrs 24 Oct six stationary barges wore sighted on the
east side of EITEL FREIDRICH HARBOUR ( approximately 60 miles
NW of MADANG), They were protected by 43 fire,

3« AIR = OWN

On 25 Oct eight Kittyhawks divebombed and strafed an enemy
vosition in the FARIA R valley,

RABAUL RAID : 25 0CT(See 2 Aust Corps Intelligence Report
o 17 para L)

’ Reports now available show that at 1250 hrs fifty Liberators
dropped 140 tons of bombs on LAKULAI airfield and the dump area
on the NE side of SIMPSON Harbour., Large Tires were started in
"the target areas and preliminary examination of air photographs
taken shows twenty-one enemy aircraft destroyed on the ground, A

. large number of cnemy fighters intercepted and of these thirty-
seven werc shot dovn,. One Liberator crash landed in the sea
and eight members of the crew were rescued,

PART II
i, ENEMY STRENGTHS

A captured enemy Movement Order gives the strength of 79
Regimental Group in 9 Aust Div area as 6050,

(9 sust Div 25 Oct U3)

COMMENT :

Captured 20 Div Operation Order of 12 Oct 43 stated that the
main strength of 79 Regt plus 2 Bn 26 Arty Regt were to move
into the area to reinforce 80 Regt and attack our positions,
There has been other evidence that there were some engineers,
sigs and medical personnel attached, together with 500
transport troops. The main body of 79 Regt was ‘moved by
barge, landed opposite SIALUYM, and marched to the SATELBERG .
area by the inland route, It is considcred that the strength
of the force was very rmuch below the Tisure given in the
above movement order.
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In the absence of carroborating evidence. therefore, no
alteration has been made in the strength of 79 Regt in the
area, 1t is considered probable that the "Regimental

Group" of 6050 men includes supporting and non-combat troops
and p0531b1y 5ome part of 80 Regt.

T:E\TEMY POSITIONS -

In gddition to the coast defences that were listed in 2 Aust
Corps Int Report 17, the River entrance near NAMBARIWA is reported
to be protected against PT boats by twe guns. -

(9 asust Div 25 Oct us)
ENEMY L. OF C
The . .captured ‘eneny movement order referred to.in para Iy abgove

states that there were "supply beaches" at NAMBARIWA and STALUM
( ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile 3930811)

(9 Aust Div 25 Oct L3)
ENEMY  PERSONALITIES AND REINFORCEMENT SYSTEM

Attached as aAppendix "A" is a list of officers of 79 Regt dated
10 Jul 43. This list belonged to Maj TAKEHANA, GO 2 Bn 79 Regt
and was captured at FINSCHHAFEN recently.

The 1ist ended with the following note :-

S tandard number of officers - 108

Reserves - . 11

Shortages .. - - ' Hone" :
Apart therefore from the usefulness of this list as an aid- to

jdentification of sub-units, it is significant that this regiment,
whicl: arrived in NEW GUINEA nine months ago, is still more than -

up to strength in officers. This is confimation of the long range .

reinforcement pelicy of which there haveé been several indications
alncc the oevlﬁn;ng of the SAJAHAUL campaign. .

Signed at £3 R 4 hrs - - _ e

Distribution as for Intellismence Report No 1. T e
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APPENDIX "A"

79 _REGIMENT LIST OF OFFICERS
(From a documen’t captured at FINSCHHAFEN and dated
10 Jul 43, The 1list belonged to Maj TAKEHANA, CO
2 Bn 79 Regt).

Regt Lt-col HAYASHIDA, Kaneki and 12 offrs

1 Bn Maj TAKAHASHI, Jintaro and 7 offrs

2 Bn N Maj TAKEHANA, Yoshinori and 7 offrs

3 Bn Maj UCHIDA, Tadaaki aend 7 offrs

1 Coy ' Capt YAMAMOTO, Yoshishiro and 3 ofirs

2 Coy  1/Lt OGAWA, Masao and 3 offrs

3 Coy - KANRI, Chieyuki (TN Cept MIZUI, Shinichi is
crosged out ) and 3 offrs

) Coy 1/Lt FUJIZAVA, Kiyoshi and 3 offrs

1 MG Coy TSUBOTA, Masaru ( TN Capt MIYAZAKI is crossed out)
and L4 offrs

1 Bn Gun P1  2/Iit HAYASHI, Takeo

5 Coy 1/1.t FUKE, Takashi and 3 offrs

6 Goy 1/Lt FUJIO, Iwaoc and 3 offrs

7 Coy 1/Lt TAKAJIMA, Shin and 3 offrs

8 Coy 1/Lt TANAKA, Takashi and 3 offrs

2 ¥G Goy Capt KANADA, Masao and L4 offrs

2 Bn Gun P1  1/I.t YAMASHITA, Setsuro

9 Goy 1/Lt KAYA, Toshinori and 3 offrs

10 Coy 1/Lt SUGINO, Kazuyuki and 3 offrs

11 Coy Capt OKAMI, Nobuo and 3 offrs

12 Coy 1/1.t NAGATOKO, Tsugio and 3 offrs

3 MG Coy Capt ISHII, Nobuo and iy offrs

3 Bn Gun P1  2/Lt HISATOMI, Yosuke
Regt Gun Coy Capt ARTYAMA, Shogoro and 2 offrs

h ]

‘QF Gun 1/Lt OMACHI, Akiro and 3 offrs

Inf Mortar  2/it FUJIYAMA, Tadao
~ Inft Regt

Sig Coy 1/Lt SAISHOJI, Kunitoshi and 3 offrs
Pnr Unit 1/Lt KAMADA, Yoshiji and l offrs’

. (ATIS 2 Aust Corps No 13)
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- ' 2 AUSTCORPS. INFELLIGENCE REPORT NO 17
(Information from 200CL/2l4 Oct 43 to 200€L/25 Oct L3)

PARF I ;7}151

OPERATIONS

LAND - OWN AND ENEMY

9 AUST DIV (ref SATELBERG sheet 1:25,000)

On 2l Oct there was sctive patrolling by ouwr troops on all sectors, A
patrol from 2/43 Bn towards BONGA reported that although no contact was
made they saw what was probably a carrying party of twenty-two nemy,
including escort, moving down the track eastwards to BONGA,

During night 21)/25 Oct there was intermittent firing in bhe KATIKA
area, and some enemy movement on 2/43 Bn sector of the perimeter,

4 26 Bde patrol located an enemy position at 635678 and killed four,

5 AUST DIV (ref BOANA sheet 1 inch to 1 mile)

North of LAE mopping up continues, D Goy 24 Bn killed four Japs and
found seventeen dead in the AVIN area (671789). Following a report
of ten enemy north of YALU an investigating patrol captured one.Jdsape -
There is no further report of contact in the MONGI R =rea.

SEA - OWN’

ATTACK ON PARGES (ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series)

On night 23/2 Oct our light surface craft attacked four enemy Barges
off NANDA (L436014) and sank two, The barges sunk were, one Type A and
enother larger type, The barges returned our fire, snd our craft were
also rired upon by a shore battery, Our casualties were one killed and
two wounded, .

COMMENT: This is the first indication of a shore battery at HANDA, Pre-
vious locations of guns in a coast defence role from SI0 to FORTIFIC-
ATION Point and the dates on which they have becn reported in action
are gs follows:-<

night 40/11 Sep BLUCHER Point - = 2 gms
10/11 Scp Two miles south of BLUCHER R
’ Point 1 gun :
10/11 Sep Three miles norsh of FORP=
IFICATION Point - 2 guns
17/18 Sep HNear TEWAI R mouth 2 gus
18/“9 Sep Near Cape SIBIDA : 2 gms
= l4,'5 Oect  Between SIO and VINCKE -
- Point unstated (? 2 guns)
21/22 Oct KELANA Harbour 2 puns
and now . : '
23/2l Oet near NANDA- - ? 2 guns

In each case the guns are thouuht to be 75 mm.and may belong to 7 Bty
26 Fd Arty Regt and the Regtl Gun Coys of 79 Regt and 238 Regt, Some
of the guns may, of course, have been moved between the dates in which
th2y were seen to fire, Thus the total may well be less ‘than 15 guns,

ATTACK ON SUBMARINE

-At 2030 hrs 23 0ct an enemy submam.ne was sighted by our light sur-.
face craft SE of TAMI Island at 07,12 south 148,03 east on an easterly
course, Our craft attackcd the submarine by fire and hit the conning
tower, The submarine submerged and movcd off eastwards,

SEA ENEMY

‘SHIPPING SIG!'ITIHG-S

There is a sharp increase in shipping si ghtlngs around HEW BRITAIN.
Between 1300 hrs 23 Oct and 1330 hrs 24 Oct total s:l.ght:-.ngs VEPEe as -
Tollows:=—
2 heavy cruisers (protected by barran'e ballonons)
1 light cruiser . :
1Ly destroyers ' - .
5 large uwnidentified vessels T -
1 motor vessel . *
19 barges
From the time and nature of the sn.ghtings it would gppear that sep-
arate units vere seen, No sightings from SIPMSON Harbour were reported,
An interesting feature of the sightings is that of the warships,

. three destroycrs werc escortlng merchant vessels, Thég" remaindar of the
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5"_"-.'; non fire dispersal areas and supply dumps near the airfields at ALEX-
‘- -ISHAFEN, The attack is reported as effective, A building, several

" fires were started,

Se

6a

. and mumerous buildings, searchlight and.AA posa.tions and airfield in-

-erew of one is sei‘e. One Lightnin'g is missing,

- yessel in REIN Bay, The bombs overshot and no damage was observed,

‘were sighted, , X

o bomba on- the north and south shore of LANGEMAK Bay causing some cas-
: ualties and slight damage,

_ pilots bailing. out by parachute,

'ﬂm POSITIONS

- -2 , ) <.
ai@tings suggest that folloving our heavy air attach on RABAUL, the
enemy i8 apprehensive of a land -attack in that area, and that the ware
ships are rcady to intercept our surface craft in the event of an
attempted landing on the coast of NEW BRITAIN,

SUBMARTNE STGHTINGS

During the same period, five enely submarines were sighted in the
area, et least four of which appear ito be separate units,

AIR - OWN

FURTHER REPORT ON AIR OPERATIONS Q'OCt.

RABAUL . ' Al

About 1115 hrs , Tifty-nine Mitchells escorted by ninety Lightnings :
bombed end strafed VUNAKANAU, RAPOPO and TOBERA airfields from minimum
altitudes, At least forty-rfive grounded cnemy aireraft were destroyed,
An RDF station, two buildings, and a dump were demolished by direct hits

stallations were demaged by strafing,
The Mitchells destroyed eipght intercepting cnemy fighters and the
Lightnings th: rty-Tfour more, Two of our Mitchells were logt but the

REIN Bay B
At OLOO ‘Hrs, two Liberators bombed a destroyer and a large merchant

Three destroyers,- five large unidentified vessels and ﬁ_fteen barges

- ALEXTSHAFEN ' -
. This- morning, seventeen Mitchells bambed and strafed with 75 mm can-

native mts and a heavy AA position vere destroyed and a number of

SATELBERG Area

This .afternoon, nine Bostons accurately bombed and strafed enemy de-
fensive positions in support of cur forward troops,

AIR OPERATIONS 25 Qct

MASAWENG B Ares

At 1100 hrs, nine Bostons ‘bombed end strafed encmy positions at 638
775, 635786, 613808 and a village at the mouth of the MASAWENG R, The
attacks are reported accurate and most of the lmts in the target arcas
were seen to be damaged,

RABAUL :

‘At noon, a heavy attack was carried out in the RABAUL area but re-
ports are not yet.available, "'
AIR ~ ENEMY

In early mornino' 25 Oct, seven enemy aircraft dropped thirty-seven

» In the past week, there have been two reported instances of Jap

PARE _II _ .

"Tac/R reports on 20 Oct show enemy defensive positions prepared at :
633696 and 593681. Tac/R also indicate that there are many foxholes on -
SATELBERG Height behind the misslon building,

Tracks converge from these foxholes to the creck at 5514.677 and then
disappear in dense jungle. From the number of tracks and their well
worn and used appearance at this converging point it is possible that
a HQ may be concealed near this creek‘bed, (TacéRtrﬁg?rt from ljy AC Sgn

' 19. Oc .

In additian, interpretation of air photographs taken on 21 Oct show

enemy defensive works on the cdge of a large kunai patch from 629687

in a curve through 628687 and 626687 to 626689, .
Signed at2107 hrs ' “ g ’
.' - 4 | / Frapmon A=
. _ - - ~Tt-col
’ as

Dgstriﬁutiﬁn :g"ils for Intelligence.Rg ort No 1
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LAND - OWN AND LNEMY

e !-3' :
Titad ’ ‘ ' - ;! ‘---‘/ .—ﬂ-
" &Anﬁlmnps_xwvmmm; O N0 16
(Ini'ormation ﬂ-om 20001:./23 Oct to 200QL/24 -Oci 143)
| PART.. I .
OPERATIONS - 4

9 AUST DIV - | o
‘0n: 25 Oet- 2/32'Bn relieved 2/28 Bn. on portion/éu Bde perimeter. Dur-

;'ing the day the enemy launched four attacks astride-the KATIKA track on

- /32 Bn, but gll were repulsed, The final assgult was made at 2000 hrs,
In other areas patrolllng continues and. our artlllery engaged enemy

> positions,

.

-

.- g ‘,"'
' ;_;lI

Y

o

Natives report. that in consequence "of the heavy bombings of the last
fev” days, the enemy have ceased to.live-in villages, but continue to
stay An their immediate vicinity,

5 AUST DIV {ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series)
On 23 Oct enemy were sighted by 29/46 Bn in the MONGI R area at 388

512, but escaped before our troops could make contact,

North of LAE the clearance of villages continues. 3Six more Japs were
Iilled and two were captured in BAINDUANG area (61;983&) and at KISITARN
(708772) during the day. P T AT

The enemy are reported (by“nafiQESy gh“ﬁave vecruited and armed

. a-number.. of-na@ire‘boys from hes RKHAM”éﬁd WAIN aistricts, whilst
rREtaves “n-yhe THUBE”disfrict -are. stated t06-be sympathetic towards

.....

od :
off neﬁhésdap“ ledg, (5 Aus Biv_Intelligenoe~Summary 20 to 19 Oct),

NOTE: ~The VIAZN' district is centred -on BOANA, the HUBE district is
centred on JOANGENG (358755). :

7_AUST DIV (ref nmp 1 inch to 1 mile series)
On 22 Oct 2/7 Cav (Commando) Sqn patrolling north to BOKU R dispersed

~and inflicted casualties on an eneny standing patrol at L62782,

3.

b

Eri

On the same day 2/27 Bn drove a small enemy. force from a position at

668620,
AIR = OWN e

RABAUL

A further repart on the RABAUL raid shows that fortyanine Liberators
bomhed.RAPOPO airficld.from.heights between 17,000 and 25,000 feet, In
a”l, 100 tons of bombs were dropped of which 75% are reported to have

" fallen in the target area. - Four intercepting enemy fighters were de-

stroyed and seven probably destroyed, These claims, with those of our
fighters previously reported, bring. reported enemy losses to thirteen
destroyed and twelve probably destroyed All Liberators returned,

BOGADJIM Road

Nine Mitchells attacked targets of opportunity along the BOGADJIM
Road, Six to eizht huts were destroyed in BOGADJIM village and others

“in villages along the MINDJIM R. Two direct hits with 75 mm shells

were scored on the bridge over the GORI R, Tac/R later reported that
the rogd was badly damaged,

AIR - ENEMY L e T

On 23 Oct six enemy aircraft dropped.eixty-six‘bombs in the FINSCHH-
AFEN area, Some bombs were . .appacently, directed at our shipping, No.
dgmage-qr rasudlties are raported“"

At 0640 shrs/2l"0ct two enemy aircraft dropped fifteen parachutes in
the PALANKO aress - -

COMMENT: Reports from ‘other sources suggest that the enemy in the

SATELBERG area are short of food and supplies, It is thought that

these parachute. drops may represent an attempt to relizve this short-

age,

ENEMY QOB -
A PV recently captured at FINSCHHAFEN stated :

(a) Elements at least of 5L Div were in HEW GUINEA but were NOT
east of MADANG,

(b) 51 Div remnants were being withdrawn to ERIMA and BOGADJIM.

(e¢) He heard from a reliable source that 5 Div had becn with-
drawn to PALAU to reorganise and that they had left PALAU
and may now be in NEY GUINEA.

() He had no knowledge of 57 Div.

PART II
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‘(b) A later entry states that 8 Coy 79 Regt with MG pl and W/'f["

COMMENT '

(a) From other scurces it is known that 54 Div completed
unicading at WEWAK in Sep L43.

(b) It is thought that remnants of 51 Div number some 3,000
men and that they may be reorpanising at BOGADJIM.

{e) An entry on 8 Jan 43 in a diary captured at FINSCHHAFEN

on 2 Oct states that two battalions of 52 Regt { 57 Div )
had landed at MADANG.

|
IDENTIFICAT IONS

{a) A map captured in the FINSCHHAFEN area had apparently been
marked after the landing by our troops on SCARLET BEACGH on

22 Seps It shows that the following sub-units were then in
the SATELBERG area :-

2 Coy 238 Regt -
3 Bn 26 P Arty Regt
1 sec 36 Indep Div Tps (Conment : perhaps 36 Indep

Engr Regt)
‘BElements 102 Regt
DISPOSITIONS

{a) ‘Ina captured note book an entry dated 26 Sep ghows that
IVATA P of 238 Regt was at SIALUM X.

detachment, was ordered to move on 28 Sep Trom KALASA to
JOANGENG ( 358755 )« They were to search the MONGI R area as

a report had been received that our troops were advancing from
the MONGI R towards JOANGENG. )

L PART III ~ TOPOGRAPHIGAL
SUPPLY ROUTES : SI0 TO SATPELEERG-BONGA AREA

(A11 references to 1 inch to 1 mile series and sketch map
attached as Appendix "a").

Information obtained from air photographs, Tac/R reports ,‘
captured documents ( especially enemy maps )} and interrogation of

2 indlcatea that the following supply routes are available to the
enemy

(a) By -barge along the coast.
i Not.e : There are connecting tracks frommeach suitable

beach head along the coast to the main in‘land
track beitween SI0 and SATELBERG,

(i) KELANA Harbovr ( 295157) : Connecti track inland
. through KINALAKWA {228106) PAUKWANGA (269061)

SIKIKIA (314039) VELNA (325027) to the main inland
"~ track at KALASA (35603L).

- KELANA Harbour -to KALASA : 2 days.
(1i) SIALUM (394084) : Comnecting track to main inland
| . "track at KALASA. : -
e e T SIALUM to KALASA : 3 hrs.
' (iii) NUZEN - {429028) Connectinn track to the main
inland track at TUITGE(405977).
NUZEN to TUNGE : 2% hrs, To WAREO : L days.

(iv) TEWAI R moubh (181936) : Conmecting track to main
. inland track at GERP {14.079511.) :

TEWAL to SATELBERG : L days,

(v) WALINGAT (Li58910) : Connecting track to main
o inland track at YAMANZAKO (3988i7),

- WALINGAT to SATELBERG': 3 duys,

(vi) HUBIXA (587868) Ccornecting track to main inland
track at WAREQ (506732) ,
HUBTIKA to SATELBERG ¢ day8=

(vii) LAKOWA (613805} : Conneeting track reported to run

Tfrom LAKOHA to WARED., This track however has not
been located cn recent ain photographs,

~ LAKONA to SATELBERG : 1 day,

+




_{"'—,:’: R ot iy -3- VoNER WY Tl
(v233) | QUUAKS (FLR7LG) nonnsoting track through' BONGA

%0 WAREO, Tho zisww rocent photographs of this ares
show the track to be in heavy use, with dunm areas
near the coast inland from BONGA.

(b) By Coastal Tracks:

- From SI0 to GUSIKO or BONGA. along the main coastal track.
The only serious obstacles are the gorge and cliff face at
GREISENAU POINT.

69 milea; 5 days.

(c) By Inland Track.

-KALASA to SATELBERG : L days.,

‘Note : Captured documents indicate the existence of
an inland route from SIO throush MANAU (L482117)
LEMBANGANDO (hBOL]J.Sz KUMUKIO (174123) KINALAKNA
(228106) PAUKWANGA (269061) SIKIKTA, WELNA,
WALEDOKUNO (332008) KIP (339997) BAKOA (370017)
to connect with the main inland rcute at
SORWENG (391003). '

From here it follows the ma*n iniqnﬂotrack
& SORWENG, RUA (395987) TUNGE {405977)
GERHP (lo795 Kuwupﬁo (3839151.) “ORARAKO
38L886) srwgg (381866) MasA (392796)
ZAGAHEMI (h37794) WAREO (566732) KAUNKO
(581226) "FIOR (562?12) to_ SATELBERG.

SIO"I\ALASA -] days
_KALASA-BATELBERG : L days.
There 1s a deviation between KUWUPKO and
ORARA?(O na ZAKOBEP (u03938) and ZANKOA (L;osgzu)

GOHHEN.E . . .
It is con51dered that the routes most ‘used by the enemv at
present are as follows :

(a) For Supplies. --

By barge to GUSIKO, LAKONA or HUBIKA ( in that
order of priority ), and by carrier line from beach
headsHb0eYARBO ( L hrs).

Note : (i) The most recent photographs *
indicate, by the intensity of
activity at BONGA, that the enemy may
even beach barges direct over the
coral shell at this point,

(ii) 4Llthough sighitings indicate probable
- . beach heads at HUBIKA and LAKONA,
. _photographs dp not show trakks
. . ‘leading to WAREO direct from these
ot * points: and it may be that the coastsl
route is used to GUSIKO and BONGA,

(b) For Troops. ‘
By barge to SIALUM, up the comnecting track to
KALnSu, thence by the main inland route to WAREQ or
SATELBERG as in sub-para (c¢), above,

G anssd
Signed at 2217 hrs f Lt-col
. Gs

" DISTRIBUTION AS FOR REPORT HO 1,
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| SECRTT
2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT. NO 15
(Information from 2000L/22 Oct to 2000L/23 Oct L3)
T PAR® I
OPERATIONS

LAND = OWN AND ENEMY
9 AUST DIV (ref map SATELBERG 1:25,000)

On night 21/22 0ct the enemy evacuated thelr positions in the SIKT
Creek srea from inclusive KATIKA (640680) to the mouth of the creek,
Only stragglers remained in the area and on 22 Oct, a fighting patrol
from 2/28 Bn mopped up this seetor, Fifty enemy dead were counted,

The enemy also withdrew from close contsct west of SCARLET BEACH,
but fighting patrols located enemy still in position astride the
KATIKA track at about 630682, The 2l Bde perimster was enlarged dur-
ing 22 Oct snd now runs from 639696 to SIKI Creek at 636679 - the
junction with 2/48 Bn, which holds from this point to the curve in the -
SATELEERG road at 626669, _ .

At 1945 hrs on the same day, the enemy made a heavy attack eastwards
astride the KATIKA track, supvorted by a large volume of IMG fire, The
attack was repulsed, ’

A fighting pairol from 2/15 Bn moved from KUMAWA NW along the track
to the SATELBERG road at 562663, and engaged a Party of twenty enemy
at 567662, killing two. In view of this patrol's movement along the
track NW from KUMAWA, 1%t is not clear whether the enemy is still occupy-
ing positions Jjust Torward of KUMAWA,

- Large enemy camps have been located in the following areas:-

58661, 565676, 575693, 569697 and on the BONGA - WAREO track,

.A PIB patrol and a native report indicate that enemy supplies failed
to arrive by the inland route from KALASA to WAREQO (see Intelligence
Report No 4L, pera 5) on one occasion at least,

5 AUST DIV
"On 22 Oct north of LAE further villages were cleared of enemy -
stragglers, : -

7 AUST DIV (ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series)

On 22 Oct patrol activity continued in this area, A patrol from 2/16
Bn made contact with an enemy patrol at 683619 and 2/6 Gav(Commando)
Sqn found en enemy position at 554693,

Tac/R report on the same day shows increased enemy activity on the
BOGADJIM - YAULA Road, including the use of heavy MT,

»

RABAUL

At midday 23 Oct, six squadrons of Liberators escorted by sixty=-four
LightRings bombed LAKUNAI and VUNAKANAU eirfields, Reports are not
yet available from the bombers, but preliminary reports from the fight-
ers indicate that seventy or more enemy fighters intercepted, of which
nine ware destroyed and five probably destroyed, Our losses were one
Lightning shot down and two damaged,

INTERCEPTIONS -~ FIiSCHHAFEN Area

At 1045 hrs 23 Oct, fourteen Thunderbolts intercepted twelve to
eighteen enemy fighters about 20 miles NE of FINSCHHAFEN, Three enemy
fighters were dedtroyed and six probably destroyed without loss, Half
an hour later, nine Kittyhawks attacked and destroyed an enemy light
bomber ten miles east of FINSCHHAFEN,
4IR ~ ENEMY :

The enemy ineffectively bombed the FINSTOMHAFEN arca during night
22/23 Oct,

PART JT
ENEMY 00B - SATELBERG Areg
A file of opecration orders belonging to 80 Regt dated 15 Aug to 20
Sep 43, was recently captured at FINSCHHAFEN, Included is g document
giving particulers of units with their strengths, which apparently

moved by sea or marched along the coast from BOGLDIIM to FINSCHHAFEN
between 15 Aug and 15 Sep L3:~-

+h
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- 2 - - -
e e e e
20 Div Sigs - 38 (4ncl 12 cipher clerks)
© 26'Fd Arty Regt - 380 -0 yge T
80 Regt HQ 120 :
) 3 Comd Sec ile
© -~ %1 Coy . 80
3F Coy : '
3 w2
2 %o
6 Coy 167
7 Goy - 143
8 Coy 1 5g
- MG Coy 13
7 Gun pl _ho_ 760 |
3 Bn Hg 120
9 Coy . 150
: 40 Coy A50
- 11 Coy - “L6
. 12.Goy 1150
MG Coy 132 e
"Gun pl Lo . b 73 '
- - °  Detached men 368 for advance party by barge
S . 2832 '
1 Depot Bn (7) 100 :
Inf Maortar Unit _ 35
One Coy Ind Engr Unit 173 ‘ '
1 Bn Fd Hospital 8y - . . _
- 322h - T
" - The move was to be’in seven echelons; five to march by the coastal
" track in 26 days, one to go by barge in 7 days and the advance party,
which was also to move by barge, '
Sirned at 205 hrs § pmirABrAo,
A “Tt-col
as
Distribution g3 for Report No 1,
Fi
s
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2 AUST._GORPS INTELLIGENGE REPORT NO 1k

(Information from 2000L/21 Oct to 2000L/22 Oct L43)

PART 1
OPZRATIONS

1. IAND - OWN AKD ENELY

9_AUST DIV ( ref maps 1/25,000 series)

Throughout 21 Oct aggressive patrolling by our troops took place
in all sectors. -Qur patrols forward of 2 Bde perimeter located
enemy dug in from 635094 to 630691. During the night our
artillery engaged the enemy defences at 637690, 629677 and at the
track junction 573661,

C and D Coys 2/3 Pnr Bn, which had maintained .their positic.s
in the areas 629689 and 607664 respectively during the enemy
advance towards KATIKA and TARBKO, have now been withdrawn into
the 2 Bde perimeter., They reported having killed a total of

85 Japanese from 17 to 21 QOct.

. 5 AUST DIV ( ref BOAMA sheet 1 inch to 1 mile)

Cur patrols were again active in this area during 21 Oct,
A total of cighteen enemy were killed at BAINDUANG (649834),
KUMBUK (576696), LUMBATP (599669) and KWAMBELANG (644812) and five
cnemy were captured at BATNDUANG.
) . (Note : There are two villages called KUAMBELANG : the
- _ other is shown on 1 inch to 1 mile map at 518732).
2¢ AIR = OV
BOGADJ Ii:~YAULL Rd

On afternoon 2L Oct Kittyhawks divcbombed and strafed enemy
“troops in DAUMOINA and ncarby villages.

SATELEERG area ( ref map SATELBIRG 1/25,000)

On morning 22 Oct ten kLiitchells bombed supply and bivouse areas
In BABANGXO00O willage ( 553701) and 1000 yards to the west. BRombs
fell among teats and huts. Tnis mission sighted a fuel dump at

554708 and new tracks were Seen 500 yards north of MaRARUO
(535675).

Ten Kitchells bombed encmy barges and supply dumps near LAKONA
village and at the movth ¢ the HiSAYENG R .

' A probable smminition
N durip was hit.
%ﬁ 3« AIR -~ BNBEiY

: vr | Zarly 22 Oct two cnemy aireraft bombed the BIMI R aren.Signe:

communications were dislocated, otherwisc no Camage was reporteds

SHIPPING SIGHTINGS

An eight vesscl convoy velicved to consist of one heavy cruiser,
one destroyer and six merchont vessels was sighted at 1115 hrs 22
Oct at 0.40 South 148.50 3ast : dourse 330 degrecs : speed 10
knots.

At 1128 hrs on thc same day an encmy hospital ship was sighted
near GaROVE Island.

PaRT 1T
5« MOVEMENT 7¢ REGT T0 SATSLBERG

- a4 PW belonging to 3 Bn 79 Regt captured on 21 Oct near the mouth
of the SIXI CREEx rrdc the fcllowing statcment :-

79 Regt arrived in the SATELBERG area cbout two wecks agos. The
troops moved by barge from HANS: RiY to KalaSa (PW probably
meant constel crea near SLALUk Island) and then marched by an
inland route to SATZLBBRG. They wcre accompanied by a part of
26 Arty Regt, with Bix ncuntcin guns typc 4, together with
enginecr and nedical units.

CCRMDNT +

The ialoud route used for this movement was probably

from SELiLUE Island viz EALada (354033}, ORARAKO{385886)

ZAGAHEMI(L19702} ~nd UARIO wo SATELRTRG. The %cial distance

<5 opproximntely 40 miles and it i3 thought that the trip

could be douz in Zour days: (A1l rcferences to 1 inch o

1 miie serics).

.. —_ M‘“_,H\._un._‘.._ ‘.
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PLRT IIT~ TOPOGRAPHIGAL

RAAF Tac/R Report of 15 Oct 43 contains the following
information ( all references to 1 inch to 1 mile series).

An eneny barge landing peint is located at mouth of TEWAE
River (486935). From here a well worn track along northern bank
of TEWAE River leads into GERUP villagé ( L408953)where it joins
tha inland track from KiLiSi to SATELBERG via SORWENG (392002),
é£9u988), GﬁRUP, KUWUPKO -(383941), ORARAKO and YAMANZAKO

'l'hese tracks. could, from their well worn appearance, form part
of the Japanese L of G to SATELBERG area.

_IATE ATR REPORT
_'W"HAK Area

" At 1000 hre -22.0ct twent_(—-aix Mitchells escorted by twenty-one
Thunderbolts. attacked supply dumps and thec airfield at DAGUA, the
airfield at BUT and shipping ncar KAIRIRU and KUSCHU Islandsa
Pires werc started at BUT and DAGU:, one sea truck and two luggers
were destroyed and direct hits wcre scored on two other vessels.
In addition a number of barges werc hombed and strafed and three
intercepting enemy fighters werz shot downs

( ham A 3R
. ) o : < Lt=col
Signed atlx {4 85 hrs | | ns
DISTf{IBUTION -AS FPOR REPORT NO l.
i“"f: —-—=u—-r- i -.-umm e b e o
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: 5 SECRET=
- 2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO 13
(Information from 2000L/20 Oct to 2000L/21 Oct L43)
PART T
OPERATTIONS

LAND — OWN AND ENEMY

9 _AUST DIV (ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series)

The enerny. holding the area on the north benk of SIKI Creek from
KATIKA to the mouth of the Greek inclusive were reported on 20 Oct %o
be occupying dug in positions with a strength estimgted at 150, On
the same day our artillery, mortars and machine guns haressed the
enemy in thesc positions. )

During night 20/21 Oct, there were sounds indicating that the enemy
was digging in forward of the 2ii Bde perimeter (see Intelligence Report
No 11), south of the SONG R,

On 20 Oct, cnemy astride the SATELBERG road at 595662 were engaged
by ovr artillcry and morter fire from the east end west, D Coy 2/3
Pnr Bn unsuccessfully attempted to follow the artillery concentration
and dislodge thc encmy from this position,

On 20 Oct also, a patrol from 2/15 Bn drove the enemy from their
post at 560055. T\?(mty-six eneny were killed and the remasindcr
withdrow,

5 AUST DIV (ref mgp MONGI R 1 inch to 1 mile)

In the MONGI R arca our troops reported BUGA area (3845) to be clear
of cnemy.

SEA - ENEMY
SHIPPING SIGHTING

At 1035 hrs 20 Oct, an enemy convoy of six ships was sighted in a
position 2930!' south 149° ecast on a course of 90 degrees,

SUBMARINE ACTIVITY

38 1 hasAmiadibatell _F‘- 19/20 Oct our landing craft contacted en enemy submarine
on the way into thc beach at LANGEMAK Bay, They were able, Rhegaver,

to beach satisfactorily, olthough they werc continually sniped +hilst
on the beach,
HIR ~ OFN

SATELBERG A~ca

Between 1120 and 1150 hrs 21 Oct, sixty-onc Liborators bombed encmy
supply end defonsivc areas at SATELBERG and WAREO, Both villages arc
rcported to have becn completcly demolished, Two hours later, nincteen
Hitchells bombed and strafed the same targets but reported that few
targets could be found which had not already becen hit, In these
attacks 2350 tons of bombs were dropped.

BOGADJIM ~ YAULL Road

On morring 21 Oct, four Mitchells bombed and strafed the road north
from YAULA, One bridge near BAUAK was destroyed and dircet hits caused
g landslide across the road near YAULA,

AIR - ENEMY

On afternoon 20 Oct, four Zeros strafed thrce of our barges off
BUMI R, Onc craft was damaged and somc casualiles were caused,

On morning 21 Oct, five cnemy alrcraft dropped thirtcen bombs and

gtrafed tho GREAT Harbour snd KAKAKOG arcas, HNo domage or casusitios
wore reporscd,

P 11
IDENTIFICATION

A PV captured ot ARNDT Point on 15 Oct belonged to 1 Bn MG Coy u.
238 Regt, Hc stated that the 1 Bn (about 700 men) had moved fram
WEWAK to HAIIBA Bay and then to ALEXISHAFEN, where they arrived in Aug
43, With the exception of 4100 men the battallon went to LAE. The
100 men, of which the PW was one, rcached FINSCHHAFEN in Sep and were
sent to ARMDT Point on defencc duty,

%/} f‘ /!!

faLLt-col
Distributicn as for Report No 1, ‘ G8

Signed ato</0D hrs
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SEGRET
2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO 12
( Information from 2000L/19 Oct to 2000L/20 Oct 43)

PART I
OPERATIONS

LAND - OWN AND ENEMY
9 AUST DIV _( ref maps 1/25,000 series)

In the SCARLET BEACE area at 0530 hrs 19 Oct the enemy
unsuccessfully attaeked the 2/28 Bn outpost position at 642682,

- An attack by .50 Japanese an hour later on the battalion's positions

at 64,3683 was also repulsed,
Enemy dsad counted in the 24 Bde area for the operations on .
17 and 18 Oct total 202, but many more casualtles are believed to

‘have besn inflicted.

In late afternoon 19 Oct A and B Coys 2/28 Bn launched a
counter-attack against the enemy posts in the KATIKA arsa, and at
last light had secured the high ground astrlde the track west of
KATIKA at 637682, The enemy however retained their hold on
KATIKA itself, and the north bank of SIKI CK to the mouths

During 19 Oct also 8everal minor attaecks were made by the

" ‘énemy on C Coy 2/13 Bn on the South bank of SIKT CK at 642679, but

all were repulseds In the afternoon our troops from the south
bank of the e¢reek ambushed a Japanese party on the north bank,
In all these engagemenis twenty-seven enemy were killed.

On the same day our artlillery engaged the enemy astride the
SATELBERG road at 597663.

Elsewhere the position is unchanged : no fighting is reported
during night 19/20 Oct.

2 AUST DIV

North of LAE patrol activity continues especially in the middle
SANAM R aree. On 19 Oct seven villages were cleared of the enemy
and seventeen Japanese were killeds

7 AUST DIV (ref MADANG strat map 4 miles to 1 inch)

A patrol from 2/2 Cav(Commando) Sgn veported the track from
URAGINA (WO 3684) to JAPIA (WO 4593) to be clear of enemy on 19
Oct. However an enemy defensive position of unknown strength was
found astride the track at WO 4693 ( or BAGASIN sheet 1 inch to
1 mile L490943).

Elsewhere in the 7 Aust Div area there were slight patrol
skirmishes only. .

SEA — OWN{( ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile)

On night 18/19 Oct our light surface craft strafed a beached
barge at KELANA Harbour ( 29153 and set fire to huts in the
vicinity of WANDORAI ( 595868 ).

AIR =~ OWN .

On morning 20 Oct, four Mitchells bombed and strafed with
75 mm cannon, bridges and buildings on the BOGADJIM-YAULA Rd.

Early on 19 Oct four Thunderbolts making a fighter sweep over
the WEWAK area sighted six enemy float planes taking off and shot
down all of them.

AIR -~ ENEMY

FINSCHHAFEN

From 0100 to 0700 hrs 20 Oct enemy bombers were again over the
area., About thirty enemy sircraft dropped 83 bombs near SCARLET
BEACH and SALANKAUA Plantation. Damage and casualties are
reported to be slight.

Early this morning &leo enemy aircraft also attacked our convoy
in TLANGEMAK BAY and were engaged by the escorting warships with AA
fires The warships were also attacked but did not suffer material
damage. On its return trip the convoy was shadowed by enemy

" ailperaft. f
. . _w'
S8igned at 2402 hrs ? Zn M‘:’i)l:‘b&:;ol
Distribution as for Report No 1. ' @8
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2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO 11

(Information fram 200(L/18 Oct to 200CL/19 Oct 4L43)

PART I

OPERATTOIS

‘-
\

1, LAND - OVN AND ENEMY

.}{

"2,

De

9 _AUST DIV (ref maps 1:25,000 series)

On 48 Oct, in the SCARLET BEACH area, heavy fighting continusd
throughout the sfternoon, The eneny maintained pressure on 2/28 Bn
positions at KATIKA and at the same time attempted to infiltrate round

. the north and south of the village, The enemy also atitacked towards
the centre of SCARLET BEACE from the west, 2/28 Bn, however, repulsed
all direct assaults inflicting severe casualties on the enemy. The
enemy's infiltration tactics were more successful and at 1500 hrs.
(elemenﬁ penetrated through to the coast at the mouth of SIKI Creek

6’-”468 L

During 18 Oct also, 2/L3 Bn withdrew from its forward positions to _
a line about the 710 northing grid from the coast to 638710 and
by last light, 24 Bde was holding a close perimCter from the capc
at 6411683 due west to 638683, thence aue north to 2/43 Bn positic.:s
oan the high ground north of the SONG R,

Barly this morning, 19 Oct, G Coy 2/13 Bn was reported to be in
contact with enemy about one platoon strength on SIKI Creek at 640678,
. In the JIVEVANENG area, the enemy force, which was reportcd yesterday
io have erosscd the-road about 5966 is still in position at 597663,
astride the track east of 2/17 Bn, On afternoon 18 Oct, an enemy
patrol attempted to move eastiwards around the south side of JIVEVANENG
from q position at 589661 but was engaged by 2/17 En,

Forther south, a patrol from A Coy 2/13 Bn located an enemy gmbush
position about 580565 (rcf FINSCHHAFEN shect 1 inch to 1 mile),

During night 18/19 Oct.. the forward troops of 2/13 Bn at 640678
and 2/417 Bn were in contact with small enemy parties,

5 AUST DIV (ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series)

North of L4E, onc platoon 24 Bn attacked enemy at TEWAI (614785)
¥111ing 27 and capturing itwo. A patrol ncar MANAKASAT killed three
more. :

In the MONGI R area, two companies 29/46 Bn are at 45437, Natives
roport that some encmy trogps are in the Tollowing villoges:-

80GA (398U80), XKAMING (351503) and SANEEANG (335525).
< 7 LUST DIV (ref meps I inch to 1 mile scries)

‘On 18 Oct, in 21 Bde area, the enemy did not appear to be aggressive,
and activity was confined to patrol sctions, Total enemy known to be
killed in 7 Div arca since the attack on KA&IAPIT on 19 Sep is now 479,
This does not include the 45 killed hy a paitrol of 2/2 Cav (Commando
Sqgn et KESAWAI on night 28/29 Sep.

AIR = OWN
FINSCEHAFEN Arca

For nearly onc hour this aftcrnoon ten Vultee Vengeance dive-bombers
. and ninc Bostons supported our ground troops by bombing ond strafing
~ enemy held villages, They also attackcd the enemy supply lines west
of SCARLET BEACH,

AIR - ENEMY

FINSCHHAFEN /irea

Fram 0200 to 0600 hrs, fourtcecn eneny bombers were continuously over
the area, Elghty-six bombs werc dropped necer BUMI R, the airstrip,
KAKLKOG and GREAT Harbour, No damage is rcported except to the L

of C, Casualtics werec few,
_ ¢ 4.  an AEIR
Signed at 2303 hrs Tt=-col 1
GS

1

Distribution as for Renort llo
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LAND - OWN AND ENZNY

" BEACK were mopped up by B Coy 2/43 Bn, and by 1500 hrs the area
Btragglers. .

‘reached a line about 3,000 yards west of SCARLET BZACH in the

~ and the area 6057. - At 1100 hrs 17 Oct the enemy attacked HQ

2 AUST ‘CORPS_INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO 10
(Information from 2000L/17 Oct to 2000L/18 Oct 43 )

PART I
OPERATIONS

9 AUST DIV ( ref maps 1 inmch to 1 mile series)
On 17 Qct the remnants of the enemy which landed at SCGARLET

north of S0HG R was rcported clear of eneny except for a few

-

On 17 'Oct the northerﬁ portion of the enemy force, which had

morning, continued their attack in the afternoon from NW towards
KATIEKA t 6L68)e By means of infiltration-tactics the eneny
reached a position:between 2/3 Pnr Bn on the high ground 6168,

2/3 Pnr Bn at 633682, The attack was repulsed but the cnemy °
launched a further attack at last lights Bn HQ then withdrew to ] |
KATIKA. ) ' _

At 1040 hrs today close fighting was reported to be taking place
near KATIKA ( about 600 yerds from the south end of SCARLET
BEACH)s A later report indicates that there was further fighting
closc to SCARLET BEACH itself, which was under fire Trom eneny
mortars, at some places from a fow hundred yards distance. The
infantry engaged on this front is 2/28 Bn. 1In this area between
67 and 69 northing grids the main fighting during the morning
was rcported to be taking place. .The fighting was particularly
heavy astride the track just west of KATIKA at 640680. The
encmy also attacked our light A4 positions at 637692 from tho SW
and 635674 from the west. Our gunncrs fought the encny with
direct fire from BOFORS and IMGS, and 2 Fd 3ty astride the
coastal road arce 639672 essisted with fire over open sights.

On the main SATELBRERG road the cnemy attacked this morning near
the bend at 615663. The enemy werc ~lso reported to have crossed
the road Just to the east of JIVEVAIER: in the arca 5966,

7 AUST DIV ( ref mep 1 inch to 1 mile Gerics). )
On 17 Oct activc patrolling by our forces continued in 21 Bde
arca. Some easupltics were inflicted on the cenemy about 6965,

AIR = OWN

At 1300 hrs 18 Oct £ifty-onc litchells unescorted attacked TOBERA
end RAPOPO airfields and shipping off RALUANA POINT at RABAUL.
Preliminary rcports indicate that at least twenty-five eneny
aircraft were destroyed on the ground, one 5500/7500 ton transport,
one destroyer, onc corvctte and one PT boat were desiroyed or left
8inking and one ferry boat wes damaged. Fuel dumps were hit, fuel
trucks were destroyed and numerous fires were starteds The
cortrol tower at RAPOPO was destroycd.

About r£ifty cneny fightcrs attempted to intercept our bombers.
Twenty-two were destroyed and eight probably destroyeds Two
Mitchells were lost and four damaged.

AIR -~ ENEMY

PINICHHAFEN ' -

At 1105 hrs 17 Oct six encmy bombers escorted by twelve fighters
dropped about 40O bombs in arsas occupicd by our troops. Kittyhawks
intercepted and three enemy bombers were destroyede No damege
was reporteds

PART II
FAPANESS INTINTIONS =~ FINSCHHAYEN AREA .
An cneny map ceptured south of the SONG R shows thc plan for the

" attaek being carried out by the eneny in the SATSLBERG=BONGA =

ARNDT PT area. .
The attack was to be nade hy three forces as follows =

Force A'l_ to atteck szuth to the S0NG R from BORGA ;
Force (8) to makec a sesborne eftack on the ARNDT PT area-and to
en move inland and link up with Force (3)
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i . Poree (C) consisting of the 79 end 80 Regts to attack east

SR _ Tram The SATBLBIRG=WAREO arcas

T - ¢ Regt on the right had as™its first objective the high

R .~ " Peaturec-astride the road in. 6166 after which it was to move

: 8W' to the TAREKQ area in 6165.- -

: .79 Regt on the left had.as iis £irst ob;jective :bhe high

* “ground at ‘6067. From here a part of the regiment was to

...advance to ARNDT PT whilst the other part turnsd morthward
to’attack our suns in the XKATIKA area where it would 1ink

up. with forces (A) and (3) _
5 IDENTIFIGATIONS R E RS -

'l‘he enemy troops who landed on SGAELET B'..-‘.:LGH -at Olﬂ.ﬁ hrs 17
Oct -( ‘see INT .- REPORL.NO 9 para I). s balonged to 10
" ‘Coy .79 Regt: with a deteéchment of 30 Engr Reg.t.
© .-Théy had come. from NAMBARIAA 541402( -ref: SIO 1 inch to 1 nila)
whcre thcy hed apparently bécn 1ocated. at 1?00 hrs night 16/17 Octe

6.;,.." __..TaPaNESE 'DISPOSITIONS. = wrsmmu B ‘572598 (ref SIO 1 inch %o 1 mile)s

“-Gur surface craft reported that on“night 1?/18 Oct they were
o3 ,engaged by a -shore’ battery from the vieiuity of GNEISENA.U PT

e ¥

i o e vt A P
* " [T . . -
f » |

LI

At

R A S N N e e

it

NPl
LT e e : . - . . .r-'.:_ 1.. A
FE A 1o J 3 - : R AP .
. Lo - . ) s LR

. . T e -~ LI -f—-._-;'.;,__ .

[

..... Signed at ? 1145' hrs T I GS

DIB‘I‘RIBIF‘IOH as FOR BEPOR[‘ NO 1 :
LB e - . "i}__.-. S :




It

&, Br8
-~ SECRET

2 AUST CORPS INTELLYGENCE REFORT NO 9
(Information from 2000L/16 Oct 43 to 2000L/47 Oct 43)
PARR T
OCERATICHS - .

LAND -~ OUN AND FREOY ] . _ :

9 AUST DIV (rel maps 1:25000 series) - .

At 0500 hrs 16 Oct, enemy esiimated at one company attacked 2/17 Bn
from the ncrth, The enemny reached the track east- of JIVEVANENG, but
our trcops counter-sitacked and drove them off, A second abtack by
the enemy was repulsed. A tni»d attack, agair from the north, by enemy
estimated at one and a half companies supvorted by infantry guns was
also repulsed, Fighting ccentinued t$iil 1800 hrs and - there were still
enemy in the area last night, .

During 16 Oct, our artillery shelled eneny rpositions at 577659,
PALANKO (5A68) ard defensive works in the village at 57371lk.

A% Cltib hrs 17 Oct three 36 Ffoot enemy barges landed at the north
end of SCARLET BEACH and were engaged by our Bofors, KMGs and infantry
wespons, Thirty-seven enemy were killed and two of the barges disabled
an the beach., The other barge withirew nortn. About thirty enemy
escaped and moved north into the areas 6570 betwszen the track and the
coast, They were engaged by B Goy 2/L3 Bn at 654706 and suffered
casualties, The remainder are being mopped up in the jungle.

Later in the nworning, enemy infantry were reported to be developing
a8 land atiack frem the directicn of WAREQ (566731 ref map 1 inch to 1
mile) and PALANKO (569602) .cwards the east and SE, and were reported
to have reached a line 615685 to 61L676, These positions are about
3000 yards from SCARTET BEACH,

2 AUST DIV (ref mups 1 inch to 1 mile series)

lorth of LAE owr patrols continued their activity, 4 few enemy have
been kiiled at KLNIEMAIN (627742) and ORIN (6266093° o

South of the MAPKZAN R a deloyed report refers to a fresh Jap camp
at 590347 vizove Tive more enenty were Xilled,

Total enemy cCaszualiics rcported in Thn 3 Div area from 12 to 16 Oct
were 59 kilied, 2 woundaé, I PY vhile our ¢nly casualty wos one man
wounded,

7_AUST DIV {ref maps one ince e 1 milec serics)

On 16 Oct a patrol frem 2/15 B inflicted cgsuslties on g small enemy
party at 703609,

2/31 Bn in the GURUERU srea {(7L6616) wes not in conbact with the
enemy : durinc 1€ Cot, : .

On *he same Qay a patrol trci 2/2 Sav (Commendo) San attacked g
position at 595716 occvpicl by aboat 30 Japs, ond inflicted casuelties
on the cnemy.

%ur artillery shclled the enemy L of C at 635662 during night 16/17
Oct, .

SEA

ATTACK ON TROOP CARRYING BARGES

Off 810, in the early morning 15 Oct, cur light surfagce craft sank
Tour Type 'A' barges loaded with troops. Thc barges appecred to be
heading SE, :

AIR - OVIN : * : .
During arfzornioon 17 Oct, nine Xitchells and nine Bostons in support
of our ground troops bombcd and strafed the enemy in the SATELBERG area,
Bombing and s%rafing were reported tc be accuretc, and severnl .build- -

ings wrre dostroyed,
AIR -~ LHEEY

~<NSCHHAFEN évca .

Durinz carly morning 16 Oct, seven encriy bomders- attacked the KAKAKOG
area (6358}, & Gobal of 50 bombs were dropped at 626612, the south

- end of the FIHSCHEAFEH airstrlp, 4000 yards west of the eirstrip ond
at 632000, io Camage was roncried, and thers were few casualties,

HADZAB Arac
Barly this moraing, cone cnsiy domboX craupszd four hembs at NADZAB

without crv2ing CoEcC, bat a few hours latcr thice cnemy aircraft
droppeil Suulve to Virtosn bombs in the vieinity of the girstrip caus-

Fing 8lipht damcge and four casurliize,

-
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At 1000 hrs 17 0ok, %crta..lm enemy fighters were over the ORO BAY -
BUNA area, Fifty-eight of our fighters intercepted and destroyed
2l enemy fighters and six probables. Thrae of our fighters were lost
and two- damaged. . '

PART 1Y .

ENEMY INTENTIONS
%L 20 Div Operational Oxder captured gt FINSCHHAFEN had been signed
on 12 Oct by Lit-Gen KATAGIRI at S4ATELBERG,
It read as follows:-—
ifter dusk X Oct main strength 79 Inf Regt will attack the
enemy in the ARNDT Point ares from the north side, The Assault
Boats Butal will penetrate through north coast of ARNDT Point on !
night X Day, Comd 2 Bn 26 irty Regbt will command his Unit and !
the Left Flank Defensive Unit and will destroy enemy in North ]
-Sector ARNIT Polnt observing Tollowing action, Occupy area south
© BONGA night 14 Oct, On:X day attack enemy arty south bank 80NG
Ry X Dgy will be decided on X-1 Day and signalled by fire AA
gu- 2200 hrs, After gunfire finished Rear Left Flank Defence Tal
will proceed end advance to SONG and come under div comd, DIST
COMDGL?ft Flank Defence Tai,z Bn 26 Arty, Comd 3 Bn 80, Comd L
Bn 26, "

This Order' may be expressed gs follows: :
(NOTE. Phrases in brackets have been added g8 it is thought they are
"~ implied in the original),. -

20 DIV 0¢ ‘ | .'

by Lt-Gen KATAGIRI SATELBERG HEIGHTS

ot
(Orders to Comd Left Flank Defence Unit 12 0at L3
2 Bn 26 Arty Regt)

| INFORMATION

After-dusk X Oct main strength 79 Regt ia to attack enemy :l.n the
ARNDT Point area from the north,

During night of D Day the Assault Boats Force is to capture coast
narth of ARNDT Point,

INTRYTION

2 Bn 26 Arty Regt with under comd Zeft Flank Defensive Unit will
destroy enemy in "North S8ector ARNDT Point," (end will support land-
ing of Assault Boats Porce by neutr._liaing enemy arty on south bank
of SONG R),

MPTHOD

On ntght 414 Oct ~0ccupy. area. south. ,of BONGA, o '
On D Day attack (? by.gun Tfire from BONGAJ enemy gun poait:l.ona on
the south bank of SONG R,
When gunfire is finished, the Rear Left Flank Defence Init will nde
vanoe aocuthwards to SONG R cnd come under Div Qoml,
OMMUNIOATION

‘D Doy will be decided on D=1 and will be signalled by AA fire at
2200 hra,
D

Go enk Defence Unit

2
2 Bn 26 Arty Regt
Jomd 3 Bn. 80 Regt .
Comd ) Bn- 26 Arty Regt

._.%_l

(a) Following locations have been acoeptedi= ARNDT Point (648670)
and BONGA (65L4733). (Ref maps 1 ineh to 1 mile sepriea),

(b) "Left Flenk" is aonsidered from SATELEERG direction, It will
therefore he the north fiank, :

(c) - This 00 gppears to cover part only of a larger operation,

2& 72 Regt 'is NOT on the distribution list,

e) From the above. it oppears that-79 Regt may have moved from the
YAULA ~ YOKOPI crea ond is intended to participate in operations
against out forces at FINSCHHAFEN on an wnknown date in Oct,

Signed at 22 3 O hrs § Asmn AL
Distribubion ns for Sumsry Ho 1. Lb-col
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o (Lo ion night 15 Oct a single alicraft dropped five, bombs Reap: )

QUOJ‘A. R at 62761;14 ( ref map 1. inch to-1 mile) without cau!aing

3 damaga.

W This"- moming Bix enemy- madium bombers escorted by twenty

Sy Tighters bombed SCARLET BEA.GH. ‘ReBults are not yet reporteda
y'JAPANESE EVACUEES FROM LAE . e .

8 .,(a) A aupbrior privata of 238 Regt captured at BAHAN ( re.f.' BOANA
B :8heedk: ¥-inth, :to AL

mile 570720) on 12 Oct stated that in the -
.7 e witharewsl' £rom LAE to BIO hoSpital personnel led-the. retreat
- with-200 N&val i:roops acting as vearguard. The retreat was

~disorderly" and the troope' would have tp. be ‘re-organized befor'é'f"'
they would again be e.f.'fect ya.for: further operations. ~:Ha. added
o -that t_hrea.barge’s carrgib" .tm,n&ed: 1ef1: ‘LAE:on 11; Sop.

i =--.F5~'(b.")' A native repoit TeceivEE n - "15. Oct Btates thaf there were
el | -200 Jepanesé.;two.houra: march upstreamn.from the mouth of the .
5 - MONGI R» .° Thase’ ‘may beéthe same party who ware reported to be
S ‘armed with. rifles and’ th: be moving from the area I,S 291&9 on
- Oct’( see para 1 above). R
'(c‘) a8 also Btated" Anr'pars’ 1, the follow:l.ng villages Were -
o ' raporteﬂ to be occupied on 12 OQt by Japanese who ha¢ come
L “from I.AE . : 2t . AR ‘
B Se ACTIVITY ON ROOKE I N N N
_ A
“It is reliahly raparted ’qhat there ane 1ndicatiens of eﬁemy .
erbarge ‘movement at night and signs of: gthep activity- at _GIZARUM,
HIGG-INS PT and SUMPANAM( on west and SW coa‘Bt of ROOKE I).
T Thy g Z;.::H.";'- Lo -
) T o
SRR T TR .
: e "}. e
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2.AUST CORPS INTELLIGENGE REPORT NO 8
(Infonnation fr-om 2000:./15 Oct to 2000L/16 oct 43)

PART I - . -y
QPM

;AEQ = OWN AND ENEMY‘- : 2 : . _ :
. 9_AUST DIV ( ref map LAE Strat aheet) ' B
- It is reported that .on 12 Oct the villages of EMBENGWANENG ~

(Ls 3367), GUAUZAKO (I8 3u66) and SAMANTIKI ( LS L169) were

occupied by enemy troops from LAE, Our artillery shelled the

villages during 15 Octe The enemy in these villages are reported -

to be 1living on native gardens, ;. —
On morning 1l Oct about ‘200 Japenese armed with rifles were

reported at 18 2949, moving south down the MONGI R. :
‘At last light 15 Oot an gnemy field gun fired about eight shells -

from the north &t the area 6373 ( ref map MASAWENG R 1 inch to

1 mile)s This 5 believed to be the firgt indication that the —

enemy forece north.of BONGA is equipped with artillery. . :

7_AUST DIV ( ref maps Strat series)

On 15 Oot patrols from 2/2 Cav (Gommando) Sqn arrived at -
BANAM (W7 1108) and USINI (WO 2687) without meeting the enemy. O
Another patrol was still in contact with enemy holding
defensive-positions in the vicinity of EGOI (WJ- 2103& 1
2/31 Bn, patrols of which were at about 7458 earl 915 oct,

moved forward on the same: day to 7u62 without making contact -with

the enemy. S
AIR -~ OWN
Operations on 15 Qot:
-'Eight Airacobras led in by Boomerangs bombed and strafed enemy

,troops in the YOKOPI area ( 6073).

It was reported in Intelligence Report No 7 that twenty-seven
Mitohells and six’Marauders attackcd.tha SI0 srea on 15 Oet. Later
reports now show that.a further thirty-six Mitchells took part
in this attack and‘destroyed the Mission at 8I0 and a number-of

~hutse One Mitchell crashsd on landing and another is missing.

_ Operations on 16 Oct 3

This morning eight Bostons bombed and strafed No 2 Strip and J
dispersal and dump areas at CAPE GLOUCESTER. Bombs fell among two
medium bombers and’ three or four fighters on the strip. 1In

addition four barges in the arsa were strafed.

Thirty-six Mitchells escorted by twenty-nine Lightnings
attacked WEWAK and BORAM airfields. Fourteen to sixteen aircraft
are believed destroyed on the ground and large fires were started.
The Mitchells and the escorting fighters shot down nineteen fighters
out of &n enemy force which attempted to intercepte One Mitchell
was lost. Four Thunderbolfs which carried out a fighier sweep at
the same time destroyed one enemy fighters

Twenty=-four Mitchells escorted by fighters bombed and strafed
ALEXISHAFEN. A number of buildings were destroyed and fires were
startads Direct hits with 75 mm shells are claimed on AA positiohs,
Thirteen onemy fighters were destroyed and six probably destroyecd
by the Mitchells and escorting fighters. One Mitchell was lost.
Nine Mitchells which were unable to reach ALEXISHAFEN attacked
coastel villages from REISS PT to NAMBARIWA destroying huts, and
three other Mitchells attacked the SIO-PESCHEL aref

BEARCH FOR REPORTED ENEMY CONVOY LONG I AREA

Three Sgns of Mitchells searched unsuccessfully from approx-
imately 1245 hrs to 1445 hrs today for enemy shipping reported
north of LONG I,heading weste Thirty Lightnings which were
eBcorting these aircraft shot down two enemy fighters near MADANG.
AIR = ENEMY i

On evening 15 Oct six escorted enemy bombers dropped eighteen
bombs west of SCARLET BEACHe No damage was reported. Each of the
bombers then dropped one parachute over the SATELBERG area. Enemy
fighters also sirafed and damaged five barges at LS 4793 ( ref
LAE 8trat map). Our fighters intercepted but results of the

) interception are not knowne . . . .. -
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2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO 7
Information from 2000L/14 Oct to 2000L/1 5 Oct 43)

PART I
OPERATTONS

LAND - OWN AND FNEMY

9 AUST DIV (ref map 1:25000 series) .

On 14 Oct a platoan patrol from 2/3 Pnr Bn drove the enemy from pos-
itdons on the high ground at 614684 killing three and wounding others,
 Our artillery harassed the enemy occupied villages WAREQ (567732 ref
map one inch to one mile), FIOR-(562700), PALANKO (569683), MASANGKOO
(553701) and the track bend 540680 during- the day. |

In the evening an ehemy party,strength unknown, spproached the platoon
standing patrol of 2/43 Bn in the BONGA area, Our patrol cpened fire
at close range but with unknown results,

There was no change on the SATELBERG roasd or north of KUMAWA,

AUST DIV (ref BOANA sheet one inch to one mile)
On 1L Oct, a PIB patrol killed six Japs including two officsrs and
captured s PW at KEMEN (610686), On the same day a patrol from 24 Bn
contacted 15 Japs at BAMBOK (598692), Nine Japs were killed and two

3
LY

more wounded, The wounded then Jjumped into the SANAM A -and were drowned.

.- 1 AUST DIV (réf maps one inch to one mile series)
Early on 15 Oct, a patrol from 2/31 Bn attacked a small enemy force
about 7458, The enemy dispersed after suffering some éasualties,
s Di:r%zégG*l l); Oct, enemy artillery intermittently .shelled 2/16 Bn posit~
ons 90. 7 - Y ‘ . ) . E
On the same ‘dey a patrol from 2/2 Cav (Commando) Sgn was in contact
with an enemy patrol two miles west of EGOL (ref strat map WJ2103),

AIR ~ OWN (ref strat maps, NEW BRITAIN series)

_ On 1L Oct; twenty~four Mitchells attacked villages, plantations and
barges slong the HEW BRITAIN coast from SAG SAG (XM538L) to Cape
GLOUCESTER, Fires were started, but the results of the ‘attack on barges
were not observed, ‘

This morning, twenty-seven Mitchells snd six Marasuders attacked dumps
and bivouac areas from SI0 to PESCHEL Point (XL2343), A number of fires
were started, but results were otherwise unobserved owing to the density
of the Jjungle,

AIR - ENEMY (15 Oct)
FINSCHHAFEN Ares
This morning a single enemy alrcraft dropped five bombs in the seca at

o LANGEMAK Bay and near FINSCHHAFEN
Y oromy are :

S I
LA |
»

ke

Enemy bombera were over ORO Bay and Cspe SUDEST for morc than an hour
last night, An unknown number of bombs were droppeds HNo reports of
damage or casualties have becen roceived,

- About 0820 hrs today, a force of thi:ty cnemy dive bombers escorted

. by more than twenty fighters atvempted to attack shipping in the ORO
Bay area, ©Seventy-seven of our fighters intercepted end after destroy-
ing most of the dive bombers and many of the fighters, pursued the
remnants of the fighter force towards GASMATA, En route the cnemy
was reinforced by about forty more fighters, Our fighters were obliged
to return from GASMATA owing to fuel shortage.

Total enemy losses were

26 dive bombers
20 fighters ; destroyed
1) aircraft probably destroyed.

Only one Lightning is misaing, Tvio others crash-landed, The only
damage to our shipping was caused by a near miss on a landing craft
which was slightly damaged,

PART II

Doouments recently captured in thc FINSCHHAFEN grea give the follow~
ing information:-
(a) IDENTIFICATIONS
A marked map indicated that the wholc of 3 Bn-80 Regh was at
LOGAWENG on 13 Sep.
COMMENT
Previously 10 and 12 coys had not been identified, although it hed
baen assumed that they were in the area,
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(b) DISPOSITIONS - ‘ S
~ From an entry in a ﬂiary, 11; appears that the i‘ollowing units,
probably belaonging to 1 Bn 141 Regt, arrived at Cape BUSCHING

between 20end 28 Aug L43: -

Bn HQ
2 Coy-
1 MG um.t o
Bn gunpl
. - It was stated that the GO, - 111.‘«1 Regt ‘had arrj.ved at TUI.UVU on
. 30 Jul 43 and that the main body of 1l.|.1 Regt was to assenble
.- there by 15 Aug,
. The following were to go 'bo AISEGA (}M?355) to act as the
defence unit: - . e
1 Coy 102- Regt '
One sec Bn gun coy -
One sec Regt gun coy

(c) PERSONALITIES -
TE-Gen IWASA ~ reforred to i as Force Commander (probably
> stationed at TULUVU). _

COE:!ENT. :
“TA Maj Maj=-Gen IWASA, Shun, was - Comd ‘of 3 Garrison’ ‘Unit in Apr 41,

‘Maj TOBUSE -~ referred to. as the BUSGHING Defence Unit Comd,

: ",--:comEm. 3 . - o "‘

~Ha;j TOBUSE may be OG l Bn it Regt,h?arts of which are

-

thought to be in the area (See para b) above B .
Siged at 'al/ffhrs R -
. :__:_ B ER L ‘ N ) ; St Lt=col o :
Distribution as for Summary ‘Ho 1, o - -GS




2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO 6 TR
(Information from 2000L/13 Oct to 2000L/14 Oct L3)

PART I
OPERATIONS

le IAND = OWN AND ENEMY

9 AUST DIV ( ref map 1/25,000 series)

on morning 13 Oct A Coy.2/15 Bn attacked strong enemy positions
on the high ground west of KUMAWA at 565644 These positions
give observation north to BATELBERG and south to GURUNKOR. After
heavy fighting our troops dislodged the enemy from this
dominating pointe Twonty-five enemy-dead, all marines, were
counted near the track, but many more were believed to have been
killed in the jungle. ]

A patrol from D Coy 2/13 Bn to NW of TIRIMORO found an enemy
position at 591594, and killed two Japanese marines.

The native villages of FIOR (5627003 MASANGKOO (553701) end an
unnamed village at 596687, all bslieved to be occupied by the
enamy, were registered by our artillery.

Thers was no change in the situation on the SATELBERG Roads

5 AUST DIV ( ref BOANA Sheet one inch to one mile).

On 12 Oct one platoon of our troops attacked enemy occupying
BAWAN (570718), killing fifteen and capturing ones

A patrol to MANAKASAT (581698) and then on to BAWAN found six
enemy dead on the tracke Iater the patrol met three Japanese and
killed two of thems

Our troops discovered that KUMBUM (578696) was free of enemy

7 _AUST DIV={ ref maps one inch to one mile series)s '

Gn 13 Oct the enemy broke off contact with 2/27 Bn on the high
ground about 6960 and the only activity in this arear was
harassing firs from enemy battalion guns. These were later
8ilenced by an air attfack,

On the steep Slopes about 7058 to the NW of KUMBARUM 2/14 Bn
killed thirty enemy on 12 Octe A further ten jumped over a
precipice to escape from our troops.

In all 92 enemy dead were counted on 12 QOcte This brings the
total for all operations by this division since the attack on
KAIAPIT on 19 Sep to LO7 definitely accountcd fors

2, AIR - OWN
This morning, twenty-seven Mitehells and ten Marauders accurately
bombed the airfields and nearby tergets at ALEXISHAFEN. Reports
show that two enemy fighters were destroyed on the grounde 1In
addition two possible oil dumps and AA positions were hit.
e AIR - ENEMY
Four enemy planes,which were over the FINSCHHAFEN ares
continnously between 0130 and 0600 hrs today, may have been
. 8earching for our small craft off the coasts Four bombs werc
dropped near SCARLET BEACH and LANGEMAK BAY.
In early morning 1} Oct at least two enemy aircraft bombed
ORO BAY and BUNA areas. A total of 32 bombs were dropped, the

' majority of which fell into the sca. Minor damage and only one
casualty were reported. .

PART II
L, ENEMY ORGANIZATION

Regimental QE (Tk A! Company

: From & notebook ceptured at- FINSCHHAFEN on 22 Sep 43 the
organization and Manning 8tate of the above unit in the case of one
regiment ( possibly 238 Regt)was in Jun as follows 3

Offrs ORs
HQ 1. 16
No 1 P1 1 18
No 2 P ) 1 }g
No 3P 1
Amn P1 - 29
TOTAL :EE: 99




Signed at. 23?.0 Bre: ' ﬁ" e o T les

Distribution as for.' Rogeet No . 1.

Comments t=

(2) There would normally be 8ix 37 mm QF guns in the
Company.

(b) . The notebock from which thiB schedule is taken
belonged to 2nd Lieut OSUMI, who was OC of No 1 Pi.
‘The organizetion .and strengths may therefore bg -
accepted as reaeonebly accurete at the’ time. '

o e) It ie, however, known that the. orgenizeﬁion, S

anmément- and strength of ‘these.companies .are; qui‘!:.é..,

+ .flexible.:» The normal WE:'accepted at.the- VEASHINGTOH
- Conference :in..Jul 43 shows two-gun platoons.. each; of..

* -~ three sections, besides the ammunition plateon,. E}nd a

rtotel strength of three officers and- 127 ORBe -
P (ATIS Bun;erm No lm:L = ITEM 7)

"'.

-
had §
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- 2 AUET COEPS INIFILIGENCE REPORT HO
(Information from 2000L/12 Oct to 2000L/13 Oct)
PART I -' ’/: -f./(- !'.:tf;::'.-t! ff
T FER Fohg
CPERATIONS J = ;

t

LAHD ~ O%i7 AND fHEwY

9 AU3T DIV (raf maps 4; 25,000 series) .

On 12 Oct, about 30 enemy czrrying begs approached BONGA ( 6497kl Fam
the rnorth. They were crngegel by our artillery, morters and IMGs, - and
withdvew to the snack HE of the village, Enemy casudlties were un<nown
but a pabrel moving foswari to Investigate were Tired upon by the
enemy, _ .

I% has nov¥ been establiished that only a slight withdrawal was made
by the enemy in-the JIVEVANENG and KUMAWA ereses on 11 Oct, The_ enomy
withorew Ifrom their most forward positions and appear to be still hold-
ing sirontiy asiride the SLTELBERG. track about 580661 and north of
KUMAVA Trom 369652 %o 56351:8, In both aress the enemy are supported
by artillery, : :

0n 12 Cet, A Coy 2/13 En drove an eneny platoon from its position at
5591558, Further north at TIRIMOED (593587) our artillery shelled the
Japar ~58 posts during the afternoon, and at 0800 hrs 13 Oct, D Coy
2/13 Br: occrpied the viilage, : .

L late massage s-abes that the enémy force formerly based on FINSCH-

- HAFEN was dirached to withdraw on 9 Oct to the coast (possibly to SIO),

Thr mozsage zided that the troops in the SATELBERG area had run short
of "mmuniiion and provisions on 8 Oct, The reliability of this inform-
ation is uwnecertain, _ oo

5 AUST DIV {re? maps 1 irch to 1 mile series)

Cz 12 Geb, a pabtro: fvom PIB killed three Japs at LUMBAIP (599669),
Many enery dszad we-e Tound inc:the village,

7 AUST DIV (ref mops 1 inehr $o 1 mile series) )

Cn 12 GOc% aiss, 2727 Bo was in conbact with enemy estimated at two
companics on the slopes about £960, Enemy casualties in this area are
known to haove peen heavy and Tifty dead had been counted at the time
of the repovs,

2/37 Ei, which is now Teportsd to be on the high ground in 7656,
maintained conbact thrcushous the dsy wiih the enemy Turther to the
w3sst avourt 7556. The Jspenesc furce in this erea is estimated at one
CGIDany. ’

SEA

On the might 12/13 Ot our iight surface craft sank one enemy ketch
and demaged snctzer ai IV anchorage on TUAM Island (XM2437)}. They also
strafed the beach st GIZARUM (XL9383) end dameged six to eight barges.

AIR - OWVI

This morning eleven Liberators btombed Cepe GLOUCESTER and scored hits
on Iic 2 S%rip and dump ares. Nine others bombed the airfield at Cape
HOSKZH3 (X0G798), four bombed GASMATA and one bombed LINDEWHAFEN
Plantaticn {X09310).

First pnase interpretation of photographs reveals that in the attack
on shippirs in RAPAGL Harbouo on 12 Qet, the following ships were sung
or damzged taycend repair:-

4 40/192C00 Zon tsnker; 2 destroyers; 5 isrge freighters (31,000 tons
in ail); I submacine; 1 stacial provision ship (refrigerationj. In
adaition gnother dsstreryer was dznaged,

Stiii in the Jariovs were 21 warshkips, including 7 submarines, and
20 rn.exchant vs:sels ucialiing 100000 tons,

ATR = Flimm:

3
’)
st

w nigar 12443 006 eneny aireraft bomhed the HELDSBACH area, No cas-
ualtiss or aomare vore renorhel.
In eariy merning 13 Jai, enemy bomberc dropped 18 bombs at MOROBE,

-

From this rgia there vss aloo ag repcrs of damage or casualties,

-

P II

JoPARESY, THELIEEET OF RIS EaE On VAR AWD JIMTIVES,
The Ffolleuwirg momcrynhin ¢ 3 verkal order given by the Cormanding
Officer of SLCEPRC Iic _ BITL> te the 20 Ho 2 Detachment, was found at

-~

-
SALAATA on 2t 35T GO~




(a) Treatment of ‘Priscners,

. poem;

(b)

.."Every effort-should be made to make use of ‘'such prisoners as can
" be used, In the present circumstances there is no need to meke
special efforts to increase the number of our prisoners,

Should any doubt arise in comection with the treatment of
prisonerd, those vho display hostile feelings are to be disposed

of; those who do not, should be dealt with in sccordance with-

what you would believe to be the Imperial wishes, .In desling
with them, I personall.v a.m resolved to be gulded by the Im_perial

‘ForA Cou.ntry's sake, shatter ‘the foe that wreaks evil,
. But forget not to have conpassion on him. " ’ A

Treatment of Natives,
.- "Those.-who display hostility to us should be disposed of- rigor-
.ougly‘and without mercy, Those who submit to us. should be gov-

. -erned:with bénevolence, There are indications that the Aust-

"ralian Government -has shownoonsiderable skill and kindness in
. their dealings with natives, This is a point that calls for -
- careful thought,:

.- The .natives have a-strong sense of ‘herc-worship; making white

' produce Eood results, " -

et o e

pecple work before their eyes and other similar steps, might . *:
tATIS Spot Report No 155 dated 7 -
Oct 43)

Lt-col

‘Distribution as for Summary No 1, as




2 AYST CO2PS INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO 4

* . (Information from 2000L/11 Oct to:2000L/12 Oct 43)
‘ PART I
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1. LAND .~ OWN AND ENEMY ~ | o
. . ATIST DIV (I'ef maps 1=25’000 Berigﬁ)" P . D

. = 0n"{10 Oct a patrol from 2/h43 Bn attacked a party of six Jape at
approximately 635671, killing four of the party. -

Further reports on the attack by B Coy 2/17 En on morning 9 Oct on
the enemy positions astride the SATELBERG track at 585662,state that
thege positions consisted of 108 deep foxholes all of which were oc- .
cupieds Twenty-two enemy dead were counted in this area, but the
nature of the fighting precluded a full count of enemy casualties.

On 14 Oct 2/17 Bn was concentrated on the SATELBERG track in-the
JIVEVANENG area with forward troops actride the road at 583662 as be~
forss« 2/15 Bn continued to engage the cnemy positions north and NW of
KUMAWA. Both battalions report that enemy activity . in their areas is

. on & much reduced soale and that there are signs of the enemy evacuat-
ing forward positionss The extent of this withdrawal - if it is taking
place ~ is-not known.

L Purther south on 11 Oct, a patrol from 2/13 Bu located a Jap position

‘ at TIRIMORO (593587). The enemy were dug in under hutse Our ertillery

o shelled these positions but results were not observed. Native reports

' atate that the enemy food supply is short and that the cnemyare plund-
ering native gardense The short2ge of food is supportea by an examin-
ation of enemy deada . -

.. 5 AUST DIV (ref maps 1 inch fto 1 mile series)

- On 11 Oct, north of ILAE, & patrol from 2l Bn discovered eighteen
enemy dead and naval helmets at 608651, _

South of the MARKHAM R, patrols from 15 Bn killed two Japs at approx-

imately 56631 3. Reports from this area indicate that the Japs have
dispersed and are moving in smali partics.

7 AUST DIV (ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series) :

On 1l QOct, 2/14 Bn occupied the high featurc 705575 inflicting many
casualties on the e..emys
At 0115L/12 Oct, a Jap patrol attempted to reaci our gun positions at
708566 but was repulsed by our troopse : -
- Qur artilIery silenced an enemy mountain gun which had bscn shelling
"HQ 2/27 Bn in the area 6960 during morning 11 Octs
v During night 40/11 Oct, 2/33 Bn forced the enemy to retire from *%e
100 feature st 7455 and later on 11 Oct were in contact with the enemy
in. the area 7657, :
2¢  SEA .

ENEMY BARGE TRAFFIC

An enemy barge hideout OP and camp has been located at SAG SAC,
reported to be on SW coast of LONG I ( ref STRAT map XF T707)-
Considerable barge traffic is rcported.to move from SAG SAG to the
mainland ~ perhaps to SAIDOR - betweuen sunset and sunrises

3« AIR = OWN
ATTACKS ON RABAUL

Betwaen 1030 and 1045 hrs 12 Oct, 109 Mitchells and twelve
Beaufighters escorted by S0 Lightnings nttacked the VUNAXANMAU RAPOPD
and TOBERA airfields at RABAUL, and thc dispersal areas and dumps in
the vicinitys The attack apparsntly gained complete surprise, enemy
transport aireraft, bombers and fighters being caught unprepared on
the ground or taking off, AA fire was erratic and ineffective.
Preliminary reports show that at lecst 50 to 60 cnemy aireraft were
destroyed on the ground, while itwo enemy bombers and six fighters were
destroyed by the Mitchells in the air, apart from those shot down by
our 'fighters, In acdition fuel and emmunition dumps were destroyed
and many large fires started. It was stated that not more than twenty
enemy fighters intarcepted, One Mitchell was lost.




- 2 - -
Ahout 1215 hra more than 80 Liberators bombed enemy shipping in’

SIMPSON Harbour. Deteils of this attack are incomplete but
interrogation of the crews of scme of the aircraft indicdtes that N
& dirget hit was soored on a destroysr, which broke in two, one R
Jarge o0il tanker was left complotely ablaze and at least twelve C

‘other ships wers seen to be on firs.  Approximately 60 enemy

 Pighters interceptad, six of which are known to have been shot
- downs- Two Liberators are reported to he missing.

u '

"plans for the construdtidi Gf & pack hHorsa road Hotwoen LAE aud. A\

of bridgas. I.abour requirements*wem given as™ 20,000 WEn dayse -

o i ]

'FINSCHHAFEN area and attacked our landing craft:off LANGEMAK BAY.

‘-hﬁt the proposed’ trao!': probably paaaad ao;-ose the headwaters
of the ERAP,- IRUMU, and LERON Rivers thr‘ough extremely aifficult

IR, = ENEL k - g C ..
In evening 10 001:, fciur cnemy aircraft hdmbq(;l and strafed ;the

No ‘daiagé was infligted and: thare was only ona casualty. -
Oi:the foilowing eveningusax erlomy aircmft dropped & total of
twenty~four bombs at SCARLET BEACH ( 6468, vef maps. 1/25000. . -
aaries} “drid The- BONG R éraa without cauaing damaga or eaaualtiea. _
- About midnight 11/12 Oqt three, possible four; medium - o
bombers d:\oghad ‘Bixtqol bopbs tieal.two of the airfiald.a at. - ¥ |
DOBODURA. ere" were nn caaualt:l.ea or - damage. T T R

A B'apanééa sketoh map u:ia.atad, captuvred atmmn 21; 8ep, ahowa " |

[ pemtrabund

WANTGAT by the following routa 3 XAI.U NGASAWAHPUN, NGAFIR, - &
mm: on.mmez Ppﬁyw, G0} bamo. Ul KAAMAN, T QMN, "MK, -

‘f:ion ofF villages hetwean‘ A and BUKURM, 16 ot known, -

country.
The: track was to have béen 188, Kma J.ong, wit .y large nmnben

_ : P -',' . -
- . - - - =o-r
L S : - . ] . - -
ke - . . - - . - -
- T . Te . RETENT e . X x
. . - T..ms ] . R ) -
H _ M . - Cal® - -o" . B
. s ..
.

) | 5- 1\, E ! :f‘-J.f,
. ) . oo Li=-col -
Signed at 1232 hrs . . .GB
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2 AUST GORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO J
(Information frem 2000L/10 Oct to 20001./11 Oct)
Ref Maps: 1 inch uQ 1 mile seriet
PART I
' OPERATIONS

‘9 _AUST DIV o L . o
Theré is no report of any change in the general position in the

- 8ATELBERG area: Elsewhere there was minor activity onlye. North of the

SONG R & patrol .found sSigns of enemy movement north of. the track which
runs west from BONGA.at 644730. This mey mean that the enemy is

‘attempting to by-pass the position held by B Goy 2/43 Bn at 654737. To

the south one coy cf 2/13 Bn captured an enemy IMG post at 590566 and
another coy moved to 1nves tigate reported enemy positions at QUEMBANG

_(560572)

-5_AUST DIV (ref map WAGO 1 inch to 1 mile)
' On.morning 10 Qct, a pairol. from 15 Bn in the area south of the

.. .MARKHAM R killzd an enemy scout at 572309. It is estimeted that 50 to

2.

3

b

' 60 Japanese are moving in the general direction of MARKHAH Point.

-« 7 AUST DIV - : s

On 10 Oct a paurol from 2/16 Bn to: 6866uh reyorted extenaive enemy
Eositions on the high ground in this area. Patrols from 2/27 Bn at

94,607, inflicted a number of casualties on-the enemys

Further east 2/33 Bn moved closer to the enemy positions ‘#hich were
reported to be’ in the area ?554. '

AIR - OWN T T s
BARGE SWEEP | R

On-40 Oct Beaufighiers straPeu four bargee on the SW Bide of LOLOBAU
Island (XK7555), destroying three and damaging the fourtho Three barges

‘in WIDE ‘Bay were also sef on flvee-~

INTERCEPTTON

On ‘morning 11 Oc* four Thunderbolis on an offensive sweep over WEVAK
area intercepted 32 enemy fighters and 12 bombers. Bight enemy air-
craft were des*royed and three probably destroyeds Own losses were nil.

"ATTACK 0K SHIPPTNG

On the same morning cne Ber-xfort on reconnaissance, bombed.and strafed
a 1500/2500 ton freighier at 05 268 155 32 (anprox 35 miles east of
Cape ORFORD), and Scored one direct hit amidshipse The vessel had a
50 degrees list after the attack. _

AIR - ENEMY _
On night 10/41 Oct enemy aircraft made three raids on LAE. There

were only two casuvalties and no damage was causede

The same night, our patrol craft east of TAMI Island were attacked
by dive bombers and medium bombers which bombed and strafed in relays
of single planes for three hours. Qther craft were bombed off FINSCH=
HAFEN and also off Cape CRETIN, where one aireraft was shot down and
crashed into the sea.

- PART Ii
ENEMY ORGANIGATION AND STRENGFH
An orgnnisaticn chart of 102 Zegiment dated Nov 42 gives the follow-

ing organisations and strcn:,na.
(The document was coptured ot FINSCHHAFEN on 22 Scp 43)

REGIMENTAY, HQ (undaicd) officers ORs8

Opcration and Liaison Scetion 2 25
Gas, Supply Seciloa 1 10
Intelligence Soction 1 1L
Section guarding the zolcurs 1 12
Ordnancse Scetion 1 8
Intondcnce Seciiom 1 10
Medical Scc*ion 1 7
Votﬁrirarv Scghion 1 in

.9 90




5

No 1 Batialion HQ 5datdd 1 Dec 42) - Officers . . ORs
co - : 2 -
Operation and Liaison Section 1. 29
Intelligence Scetion - "% 1 39
Intendence Secction 1 10
Medical Scction _3_ &

' 7 86

No 1 MG Con;gany_ (aatcd 18 Nov 4" ) |
i 1 19 .
No 1 platoon o A 22
‘No. 2'platoon 1 22

. No 3 platoon 1 22"

" No L-platoon 1 22

o A 5 107

' . COMMENT: In addition it is belicved that therc is an ammunition

;platoon of 1 and 34 in cach MG Coy.

- . This organisation cdonforms very cioscly to that of other
Japancse MG Coys which have becn mete TPhe firce power of cach Coy
is normaily 8 hoavy machinc guns (Typc 92 7.7 mm HMG JUKI).
POSSIBLE ENENT INTENTIONS

An operation order dated 16 Scp and capturcd at FINSCHHAFEN on

22" Sop shows that thc part of- 5L Div which hnd been cvacuating LAE
'sincc 42 Scp was ‘hcading for BOANA. From this arca -it was intcnded
that thoy should move to HIMARI - 45 miles west of SI0 (probably

KIART ).

Simultancously, units of 51 Div at FINSCHHAFEN (somc of thoem ex -
MONGI- R) worc to move to. HIMARI by bargoe.

-THo order also stated that "thc army will shortly re:l.nforcc 51 Div

_evaqua.tion formation." : (ATIS Spot Reoport 151)
Signed at 00(?0 hours 2 Gelm .Mnfaér—-rw
o ' ' /. % —"Li=col

. Distribution as Por Summary No l.
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9 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO 2
(Information from 2000L/9 Oct to 2000L/10 Oct)
PART T
- OPERATIONS

.IAND ~ OWN AND ENZMY

9 AUST DIV .

GATELEERG Ares (Ref naps 1/25,000 series)
On morning 9 Oet B Coy 2/17 Bn moved. north round the onemy positions estride-
the 54 TELEERG irack et 585662 end by mlddey roached the high ground behind -
theso positions at 583662. Tho-euneny-posts—sre roported to bavo boon moppod
up, excopt-for isolctod- pockois. -Letor in tho efternocn,.howovor, tho ononoy

‘leunchiod three detoroinod cnd sustrincd countor-ctiecks, supportcd by noricrse

£11 theoso wore ropulscd with hodvy onomy oaauultioa./’On aftorpoon 10 Oct tho
cnsny rede ¢ further cticek from tho north end south on B Goy positlon, this

‘time supporfod by e 70 rm gun, but woro ogein drivon off with hotvy loasos.,

North of KWAWA on 9 Oct .cotivity wce confined to piirol skirmishos. J.
4 further cmery position ostinetod to be hold by ubuut onc. conpony was roportod
to bo on the high ground ot 568653. -

Noxt doy, & petrol from tho KIMAWA arca reoched JIVEVANENG' without
oppouiflon.

Bocoy dead io the S.TELEERG aron up to 2100 hrs 9 Oect &ro raportcd to be -
oore then &00-

 NORTH OF 1.,1:: (Rof BOLNA Sheot 1 inck to I nilo)

. On 9 Oct o PIB patrol oporeting north of LIMBAIP (599669) killod twolvo cacoy .
end found cn edditioncl ninc dosds Tho Jepenoso worc rcported to bc wecek ond
poorly couippeds - .

7 LUST DIV e

0n 9 Oct, Oct, therc wore petrol ectioms botwoca 2/27 Bn and tha cnooy at 718613
and furthcr cest a petroi from 2/33 Jn loctted woll dug~im cnomy poeltions
in tho ercc 7858. ‘theso, ouod othor contcets mdo during the dey rey dndicatc
that: tho cnony hes csteblished o sorios of positions protocting his main routo
through GURIMBU Mo 2 (730616) as follows @
SIAINAE R - spur 785578 —~ astrido itreek to KIMBLARUM at 755576 -
URIL R eroa 735605 ~ FARIL R oarca 718618.

LIR ~ CSN

CLPE GLOUGGSTER

On porning 10 Oct four Thundurbolts straffod cnd left burning three bcrgca
end thr:o fucl dunpg, cach of 20 o 30 drurs.

SLTELESRG Aroc ’ ‘

Oa nsraing 10 Cet, clovon Yulico Vengotnecs end unlno Soptone attacked targuis
ia support of tho grcund troops, The bonbing cnd streffing was roportod
nocurato. Thoro wae a lorgo oxplosion and a column of suoke wms soon rising

fron_the roar of o promincat building in 34 TELRERG itsolf.

AIR ~ ENEMY
Furthor dotails of tho ralde on. tho DOBOPURA creo on cvoning 9 Oct cre os

. follows :- -

In tho first roid shortly before 2100 hrs, two ciroraft dropped ton 150 Kg
boobs noor CAPE SUIESTs Thore wore sonmo casucltics but nc derngos

In the socond rcid chout 2300 hra it is roportcd thot tonido twolve> cmony
circreft rrde four runs ovor tho DOBODURL ceroas Throo sticks of boobae woro
droppeds Tao kundrod drums of peirol, & building and a nucbor of tonts woro
destroyed, and thoro ¥oro scmo Europoan end notive cosucltics.

FIRT 31
BNEMY YE'THODS {Rof 1£p3 SLIELEERG 1/25,000)

Raports front tho FINSCHHLFEN croa indionto that twico on 9 Oct omouy rotrols
oportated bohind our ,lincs, prosucebly to zuido cnocy circraft by light signels
on to our gun positions.

aN*635671, 84x Jrpenoso WOrc s00n cftor 1ight signals had boon givon end
four of thou wore killed, L% 598563, othor light signals wore givon while
aircraft wore ovor {ao eroc and letor Japanese footprints woro discovorod.




. -3 .
5. EMAMY TL.OTICS ~ NIGHT BOMBING LTITLCKS

On two succoasive nights, onony c.ircrcft teking cdvaniogo of the oprly
noonlight atteckod gun positions, tho botich-hoed ond cir strip orea at
FINSCHHLFEN. On 5/6 Oct five boobors errivod singly et intorvcls cad oach
= - pleno flow over tho croc for fiftcon winutcs boforo dropping ite locd of gix
5= boobss A 8ixth pleno ccno in twenty-fivo ‘oinutos loter to drop iwo boubs on
0o occk of two rums.. On 6/7 Oct sicilar toctios woro usod but tho cvorago load

" wes oight bombs. Somo plenos hed thoir nevigation lighte on. , Tho aircroft
cono in &t 15,000 foot, doscondod to 7,000 to 10,000 foot, whon circung tho
5 lest’ tino, end dropped thoir borsbd 1n o sheilow divo at 4, 000 to s,ooo foots

PLART TIT 8 TOPO_GRI.H-IY

it

6s '-Q?L'EM& o
 iAdx photogmpha tekon on 8 Oct show that thero is e bridge about 80: faat
long tnd nino foot wido across the BOKU R ot 453761 { rof map URIGINA 1 inch
_ta 1 ©’le) cpd o footbridge ot 437794. Ln officor, who hcs wikod over tho

~ track shown on tho oap from ORGORUNMA to KETORL and KESLWAI, considors that .
this route.is probcbly still good going, This is tho rrinm foot track from

BOGLDJIM to KESAWN! cond.it is knocnm.that onomy pl:.trols havo usod it sinoo
Hcrch this yoars .

b1 T Oun e

S L , _ ‘Li~col
: * 3igned at D950 brs [/} 01_{' : GB

" pAstribution os far Ragort' No 1.
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2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO 1 '
(Information from 2006L/7 Ott to Z3JOOL/9 Oct)
C BART I, :
. OPERATIONS
LAND = OWN AND ENEMY ‘

. 9 AUST DIV , o L
NORTH OF SONG R (ref MASAWENG sheet 1 inch to 1.mile)

.on 8 Oct, patrols dlong tracks to-the vieinlty of BONGA found no
sign of %he-enemy-- ST e - _

. . 'SATELBERG Area (ref -maps -1325,000 series) :

2o

e

-North: of KUMAWA, 2/47-Bn (1léss two coys) wat in contuct with the
enémy to the.north.and west throughout 7 Oct,: but made no progress,

A large enemy.force tried unsuccessfully to cut off our standing patrol
at 565645 from the wests Twelve snemy wers killed during the day and
others wounded, ) o '

‘Barly on'8 Oct, the enemy attacked G Coy 2/17 Bn position at 568648,
The-attack was repulsed, but some enemy penetrated between C and D Coy
positione and cut signai communications Our troops remsined in close
contact with the enemy for the rest of the daye. Beavy rain on'7 Oct
and the steepness of the tracks have made it difficult to maintain
supplies to our troope in this arean. ) ‘

2/45 Bn has reached KWMAWA from FINSCHHAFEN and by last light on 8
Oct were at the track Junction at 5656L44. - o

on 7 Oct, portion of 2/17 Bn and 2/43 Bn, on the SATELBERG track,.
located a forward enemy position astride the track at 584662, Our
vatrols were active and our artillery put down harassing fire in the
areas The situation was unchanged on 8 Ooct,

4 gﬁéTfDIv (ref maps I -inch .to -1 mile series)

On 7 Oct,. 2/16 Bn moved forward to BEBEI (659553) and late on 8 Oct
2/27 Bn moving north recached 689604s Enemy patrol activity was reported
in the area 692604 on night 7/8 Octe ° :

A patrol of 2/33 Bn, which halted for night 8/9 Oct at 769538 re-

ported that bridges over the SURINAM R at 771537 and 772528 had been
destroyeds = - - : :

A BENA Force patrol up the ETIABE R to WO 6365 (ref MADANG strat)
found no enemy.

D _AUST DIV .

BOANA Area (ref map BOANA 1 inch to 1 mile) i

Foliowing the questioning of natives at QUEMBUK (509678), a reliable
estimate has been made that there are {00 Japanese in villages in the

BAWAN (570719), KUMBUM (577696} and BAMBOK (597692) area and further
to the norths

SOUTH OF MARKHAM R (ref map WAGO 1 inch to 1 mile)

‘On 6 0¢t, a party of Japanecse was reported moving from the BUANG R
area to MARKHAM Point. At last light & patrol of 15 Bn contacted
eneny scouts at 582263 and killed one, and next morning several more
were killed further north at 574296

SEA (ref maps NEW BRITAIN strat scries)

On night 8/9 Oct, two of our petrol craft were attacked by two enemy
destroyers ncar LAGOON Point (XM5486) on the weet coast of NEW BRITAINe
The destroyers fired approximately fifteen four gun salvos causing
s8light casualties. Our craft returned the fire.

It was reported that there were indications of six enemy vessels near
SAG SAG (Jjust south of LAGOON Point) and a powerful searchlight was
observed at MARIEN Harbour (X42255) on ROOKE I&lands
AIR - OWN )

" FINSCHHAFEN Arca

On morning 9 Oct, nine Bostons and twelve Vultee Bengcances attacked
enemy defensive positions in the vicinity of SISI village. VWeather over
the target area was bad and rain squalls and low clouds made obser-
vation difficult,

The Vultee Vengezncus and three of the Bostons also attacked SATEL-
BERG. Buildings were destroyed and pilots reported that possible ammuni-
tion dumps were blown up at 561675 and 560675 (recf SATELBERG 1:25,000)
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Ll- " AIR ~ ENEMY‘ .o

FINSCHHAFEN Area :

On mo@ening 7 Oct, five medium bombers escorted by fourteen fighters
bombed the 1andlng beach, cauging slight damage and casualties.

In the afternoon elevén medium bombers and eighteen fightgrs attack-
ed our positions in the FINSCHHAFEN areas There were no casual.ties or
damage. S )

DOBODURA Ares’ &

In the evening 9 Oct, enemy aircraft made two raids on the DOBODURA .
areas The first was about 2100 hrs when ten bombs. fell between SIMEMI
and Cape 3UDESTy No damage or casualties have been reportede The
‘second raid was sbout 2300 hrs, when a fuel dump near. DOBODURA village

was hit and a number of pe’crol aruns destreyeds . No casualties have -
been reportedo o

o . PAIEL‘ II
. e IDEN'T'IFIG.-;TIONS (ref l;. miles $to 1 inch strat series)
- A canuured mep-dated 9 Jul 43 shows Bome 60 personnel -of 79 Regt and
50 of 33 Indep Engr Regt scattered at.various points along. the coast
between MADANG sud WAED Bay "(IN3507), in addition. to-4160: men of 80
. Regt which Was known torbe on'“the’ Ril:Codst at.ths. timei’ These troops
- _Waore. apparen..ly engaged.in thé handiing of barge traffics  The map

i:a)lso shows that barge- hidaou'be and W/T Btations were 1ocated at the
‘ following poinges=: .o )

MARAKUM (W08792 _Barge'_.Hideout. and. W/T Station 2Type Set; o
;. MINDIRI (WP{386)- Bdrge Hideout:and W/T Station '(Type 5 Set) :
a BILI U (WP"&BB) “Barge Hideout - : !
e we + - TYIAB . Wely779) . Barge Hideout .
YL .'"'U‘\TGAIR YiP5276) Barge Hideout and w/m station {Type Set}
.. GALI-- ~(WPB060) Barge Hideout and W/T station Type 3 Set
KEI.::,.{EI‘I R(J!I.OIL;B Barge Hideout
KIART %x.,zzuz . Barge -Hideout &nd w/T Sta‘blon s'l‘y‘pe 5 Set
810 X4746 ). »Barge Hideout and W/T Station (Type 3 Set
WALD .Bay(IN3507) Barge Hideout

. -.6'¢ POSSIBLE ENEMY DISPOSITIONS AND INTENTIONS Vo

A PW £rom 2 Coy 1 Bn 78 Regt, who was captured-and :I.nterrogated by
7 Aust Div, made the following statements:-
- Y™(a) Remnants of 3 Bn 78 Regt from KaIAPIT returned at night through.
.. .. .- Dwb-unit, which wac then stationed at WAMBUM. -- °
[ 12,33 Theve had been no appearance of troops of Div. -
About 26 Sep he heard that his battalion would be withdrawn as
far as the Japanese road-~head at YOKOPI, where he believed the - . .
final stand would be made. - ‘
: E ; There'is a large divisional Bupply dump at YOKOPI. :

EQ 78 Regt, which was at ERIMA. in Aug and at SURIMA on 1 Oct has g
now returned towards the coaste l
|
i

I p—
.

(f) The journey from MADANG to YOKOPI is four to.five. days- .on foot
or tso days by truck, - h

.7+ JAPANESE AIRCRAFT A _ s .

C +ratiached as Appendix ‘A’ is a 1151: of Japanese air-craft with the _ i
code ‘name assigned to esch ‘b-ype.' : _ N . i

Signed a3 J85°0 nrs ,0 G

=



2 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO 1 APPENDIX 'Af

The following list of enemy aircraft with the code nams
assigned to each type 1s published for reference:

JAPANESE _ATRCRAPT

" " Code Neme Type Used by

“- . FIGHPERS :

“ le NATE . Type 97 BSF _ N Amy & Navy
20 ZEKE Type 0 SSF Army & Navy
3 EUFE Type 0 SSF F/P Army & Navy
7 la 0SGAR Type I 8SF Army & Navy
.5- HAP . Type 8SF | | Army &'N;vy

©~6s FRED  Type FW 190  8SF
" 7. MIKE. Type ME 109F SSF

8+ . DAVE Type 95 Recce Float Plane Uary
L ) PETE . Type o Observation Float Plane Navy
-~ DIVE BOMBBRS
10, EATE  Type 97 Torpedo Bomber Navy
1_1- VAL .T:n_;e 99 Dive Bomber Navy
12, JUSE = Type 99 Dive Bamber Float Plane Navy
"413 DINAH Type 1/B ) Navy
ilfe NELL. . Type 96 ¥/B Army & Navy
- 15 BALLY: Type 97 /B Army
460 LIIY  Type 99 . W/B Army
47+ BETTY _ Type 1 M/B ' Navy -
- TBe DORIS Type : M/B
19 MAVIS  Type 97 48 B/B Navy
- PRANSPORTS
.20+ TESS Type D2 Transport
.- 24, THEIMA Lockheed 14  Transport Army & Navy

22, TOPSY  Type M(20 Transport Army
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1 AUST CORPS INTEILLIGENCE REPORT NO 22
(Information from 2000L/6 Oct to 2000L/7 Oct)
PART T
OPERATIONS

1. Mfmmm

9 _AUST DIV
NORTH OF SONG R (Ref MASAWENG Sheet 1 inch to 1 mile)

At last Xight.on 6 Oot, a company of 2/43 Bn which had moved north
a2long the BONGA track occupled the track unction at 645725. No
contact was made with the enemy. Shortly before midday, 7 Oct, this

campany had reached 646733, and a patrol forward to 653737 took one
Prisoners

SATELBERG Area (Ref 1/25,000 series)

On 6 Oct, 2/17 Bn (less two coys) movad north from KUMAWA, and for-
ward troops were fired on by the enemy at 566650. The enemy post was
shelled by our artillery, and & platoon was left to ocontain its. The
main body moved on NE along the track towards SISI (572658) and en-
countersd a Strongly dug in enemy poBition on a track at 564647 (not

-2 marked on map) east fto 567650 (astride the SISI track)s The enemy

reslsted strongly with MG fire and fighting patrols, and at last
light our forward troops were on high ground overlocking the track
_. Junctions at 568648 and KUMNAWAe.

. 2/43 Bn é%ess one coy) was in contact with the enemy on theé SATELBERG
=~ track at 580661, '

7 AUST DIV (Ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series)

On 6 Oct, a small party of Japanese in a village at 68559 was fired
on by artilierys A patrol sent to investigate reported small enemy
bockets in the KUMBARUM arca.

/The same day, a patrol of 2/2 Aust Cav Commando Sqn which reached
HQ 21 Bde (685521) reported KESAWAI clear of the enemyes

. 2i AIR = ENEMY

On morning 7 Oct,’ enemy aircraft bombed the landing beach in the
FINSCHHAFEN area inflicting light casualiies. : :

PART 1T

- 3» IDENTIFICATIONS .

3 ecoy, 24 Trench Mortar Bn, has been identified in the SISI area.
This is {thought to be identical with 21 Ind Light Mortar Unit, an

. identification of which at SATELBERG was sscured on 27 Seps (ref 1

Aust Corps Intelligence Report No 29, para 4(a).
Gomment: An operation order dated 43 Maey 43 stated that 21 Ind Mortar
Bn was to move from RABAUL to the Cape GLOUCESTER area.
s ENEMY INTENTIONS: NORTH OF DUMPU :

An operation order isseed by 78 Regt and dated 0700 hrs 5 Oct, wes
captured on 7 Oct at KUMBARUM. This order stated that
"YAMASHITA platoon will block FUREJIYAPO River valley and one batt=
alion will block URIA River valley".

Comment: FUREJIYAPO river is probably FARIA Re

PART _III : TOPOGRAPHY
5. TRACKS NORTH OF DUMPU
(2) A captured sketch map indicates a track running north from
KUMBARUM along the east bank of the URIA R to GURUMBU No 3
(732640) thencc to GURUMBU No 2 (750617) which is identical with
Key Point No 3 mentioncd in 20 Div 0O No 1 dated 8 Seps

- {b) - SURIHA (SURINAM) is now thought to be situated at 778530

Signed at 0>/:" hre §0.F ; 1., el o
- Lt-gol

Distribution as for Summary No 1. G8




SECRET
1 AUST CORPS INTELLIGENGE REPORT NO 31

(Information £rom 2000L/4 Oct to.2000L/6 Oct)
PART I
OPERATIONS .

1. LM\TD - OWN AND ENEMY .

2+ Q: AUST DIV e . _
- NORTH .OF- SONG 'R (Ref msmmo Sheet I inch t6.1 mile)” e

On 5 Oct, two companies of 2/17 Bn crossed the SONG R and moved i
north to 639708 and shortly after midday .attacked. the well !
prepared enemy position on the track about:642703, using mortars |
and grenades.- A further outflanking movement by one company forced / |
thé enemy to withdraw. . . [ i

- SATELBERG AREA (Ref meips 1/25, ooo series) ' ' .

on L .0ct on the SATELBERG track, the company of 2/43° Bn which
-had beéen isolated near JIVEVANENG (589660), -succeeded in. rejoining
‘the main body. This company: reported continuous attacks. during
the time it was cut’ off by the enenmy, who were on the .traék
' ‘ behind %them at 591661. All these were Pepulsed and at ledst fifty
enemy were killed. Our casualties were lighte Iate on 5.0Oct,
the enémy evacuated his position. on the track, ®nd 2/43 Bn
occupied JIVEVANENG and recoveréd a gquentity of suppliese .. “7:
.On: 5- Oct--also, 2/17 Bn (- less two.compenies):moved inland from

the coastal track at 630631 to KUMAWA (566ls). ~* = Forward troops .
encountered.an enemy patrol of sixteen in the village and k:illed
Bix, ____:-

.Purther south patrols of 2/13 ancl 2/15 an have seen no enemy
along the track tht'ough the KREUTBERG- RANGEe = -

NORTH OF TAE (Ref maps 1 :Lnoh to 1 mile. series) < .

on.5 Oct, -2/24 ‘Bn was. in the KUNDA. Bridge-h’USOl‘.I ‘area m.th strong
_fighting patrols “to.GAWAN and KEMEN and .north into,the mountainss
Small. partles of enemy stragglera have .been reported in the: area. ,----'-=

_.--""’

1

7___AUST DIV (Ref maps 1 inch to 1 mile series) L el

- g On 4 Oct 2/1) Bn overceme slight enemy opposition at 788h.51 s
' and occupied WAMPUM -and- the surrounding area. Bnemy atrength in
the village was estimated ot Bixty, with a furthér.party to the-
NW. Next day, 21 Bde moved forward . and-on hight 5/6 0¢t was
disposed around DUMPU:just west of ;the URIA R with one battalion.. .
at. KUMBARUM (709570):'on the track to ‘the north. 2/2 Indep Coy
pa2frolled the area LIATAHAUSA-WAILERIBA-DUHPU-KESAV&Io :
A PW captured at the. WARRIS R stated that the enemy line of .
'v:.thdrawal was, Lrom WAMPUM north to GURUMBU (820618} Lo
24 AIR - OWN . : . L. e -
The follom.ng air attacks werc carried out on moming 5 Oct L;.j-—_
BOGADJIIM AREA : g

Four Fortresses bombed bridges on the BOG;;DJIM road without .
result. At epproximately the same time cight Liberators and onc-
Fortress bombed BOGADJIK Village, ERIMA Plantation and 2 bridge at
the mouth of the -GORI R. Huts were hit and fires started at -
BOGADJIIH.

GASMATA
Twenty-two Kittyhawks bombed G-ASH!-LTA, starting fires.
BARGE SEARCHES )

Elcven Kitchells attacked nine barges along the Ral coaBt hut
rcsults were not -observed. Two Mitchells arc missing from. +thig
mission. One was hit by aa Tire and crashcd in flemes and the
other was last seen disappearing -into cloud and has not returncd
to base.




5

-0 -

Operations on 6 QOct werc as follows :-

BARGE SWEEP

In the morning three KMitchclls bombed and strafed small craft
off CAPE RACULT, on thc north coast of NZW BRITAIN ( Strat map -
XK 2396)s One launch was damaged and tracers werec seen entering
two patrol vessels. A number of Japanese swimming near TAMO R
(XN 0788) and onc barge in ROTTOCK BAY (XN 0092) werc strafcd.
The barge .was set on firce

UNEA I (XH 4560) .

In the afternoon, B8ix- ‘Nitchells: bomhcd and etrafed ground
installations on UNEA I, destroying one buildings GAROVE I and
threc barges ih BORGEN BAY‘were ‘strafed with unobscrved resulis.

LOLOBAU X

Three Beaufightcrs attacked five bangCS“and -one launck at
LOLOBAU I (XK 7257)s One bargc was sunk and two were left burning.

AIR = ENBMY P SR
On 5 Oct, enemy aircraft carried out the following bombing

attacks in the FINSCHHAFEN area :-
(a) At 05&0 ‘hrs, one aircraft dropped elght bnmbs into the

- BCOe
(b) at 0600 hrs, two medium bombere borbed the area, cdusing
no damsgo. Four of- tﬁe bombs failed to explode. L ’

(c)‘At 0800 hrs, four meédium bombers dropped. bombs frem
10,000 £t, causing no damage. _ o o
" PART II » - " RS
ENEHY STRENGTHB = EATAPIT - .

Information about.the 78 Regt advance gu_rd whlch was ..
defeated at KAIAPIT on 19 and 20.3cp, is furnished by. & PW
Preliminary Intcrrogation Reéport dated 4 Oct from 7 Aust. Dive: The -
PW belonged to 10 Coy '3 Bn 78 Regt, which assisted in transporting
supplies. formard to vieinity of RAGITSARIA. -The PW stated-that 100
repnants of the advance guard got back under Capt YAGUWA (0C 9 Coy),
the remainder of the force being counted as 1ost or missing,_

ENEMY TACTICS . '

The following extracts from a Jepane"e notc boak dnted 12.Aug h},
which was captured at WHITTAKER'S on 13 Sep 43, arc of coneidenﬂble
interest := - .
Front. Line Butail Patrols - - ' ' -
Lle Selected Platoon patrols will penetrate deqp into the encmy lines

and make surprise attacks apnd cut enemy corrmunication lines. Thcy’

should attack the Transport Tai and capturc materials -~

2. More than 2im from our Butai arce thecre arc ideal points where we

" ‘can scnd up- smoke and endcavour to diseipete thc enEmy artillery
fiI’eo :

3 Endeavour to build a falsec pOBltan guite 5 ome dletance from the
real position and decoy the artillery firé to this.. ... --

Other than Front Line Butai Patrols

1. when sending out a petrol they will endeavour to decoy the enemy
artillery firc by sending up smoke in the placee mentloned in - -
paragraph 2.

2. But they must carry this out accurately according to officers"
instruections and must absolutely -take the necessary precautionS'
not to decoy enemy ‘fire upon the reel poBitions.

- 1-’:1- =

= A report ‘on the efficicncy of dunmy p051t10n6 and nummy
guns, dated 8 Aug 43, indicates that in the SOLOMONS these plane
have met with some degree of Buccess. _

From expcrimente made in the fighting at MUNDA erea, evcn

ageinst-the cnemy's tactics of relying upon the omnipoténcc of Tire
power, sultably prepared dummy positions and dunmy guns-wepe -
extremely e£f€etive in drawing enemy artillery and bombing attacke.

- (AMF Weekly Intelligence Review No 61).

Signed at O0/3¢ hrs .70c/l; . %M Ef_col
. . G8

D'ISTRIBUTIONTAS FOR SUMiLARY NO 1
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1 AUST CORPS DAILY INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO E
(Information to 2000L/L Oct) , /f;/éc;
. F

Ref Maps : 1/25,000 series -
1 inch to 1 mile series j:(”),

SECRET

- OPERATIONS
LAND .~ OWN AND ENEMY

9 AUST DIV

Early on 3 QOct, large enemy patrols attacked our outpost
position north of the SONG R. The attack was driven off and
casualties inflicted on the enemy. In the afternoon however a
strong enemy force made further attacks on the outpost. These
were. repulsed but at last light forward enemy troops, estimated at
g company in strength, were still in position near the coastal
track and about 800 yards north of the SONG R.

Late the same day, on the SATELBERG road, one company of 2/13
was 8till et JIVEVANENG (589660), but there was an enemy force
astride the track behind them at 59166

{_AUST DIV
On night 2/3 Oct, the enemy was driven from a position at

792385, and during 3 Oct our troops attacked a post at 825429,

from which the enemy withdrew, 1In both attacks casualties were
inflicted on the Japanese. Contact was also made at WAMPUM.

On the same day KAIGULAN was occupied without opposition.

On 2 Oct, 2/2 Indep Goy patrolled the DUEPU-KESAWAI track but
found no enemy. S

AIR = OWN ' g "~

.On afternoon k4 Oct, six Mitchells bombed and strafed 1aunches
and buildings at GAROVE I. Two motor launches were destroyed
and Lires started in The.bpuijding area. , .

AIR - ENELY | -
On morning 3 Oct four medium bombers bombed and Btrafed .

- HELDSBACH Plantation and the¢ landing beachs -There was no'damage

an@ only one casualty.

gigned at 2305 hrs

DISTRIBUTION AS FOR SUMMARY NO 1
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1 AUST CORPS RATLY INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO_20-" . :
(Information to 2000K/3 Oct)

Ref Maps ¢ 1/25,000 series
1l inch o 1 mile series

PAPT T

OFPERATTONS

le. LAND - OWN AND ENE::Y
o 2 AUST DIV
) FINSCHHAFEN AREA
On 2 Oct,in the SBATELBERG road area there was some sharp fighting by
. 2/l43 Bn_on the track iiself about 580662 and in addition, part of the
battalion attacked an enemy force located on the spur at 586656,

At noon on the same day, cne cof our patrols attacked an enemy force
about forty strong 2000 yards north of the SONG R on the BONGL track,
and inflieted scme casuslties,

During mopping up in the FINSCHHAFEN area on 2 Oct, a number of enemy
additional to those reported yesterday were killed and some prisoners
were taken. One of these stated that the remnants of his unit had left
FINSCHHAFEN at dawn via the inland track - presumably through TIRIMORO,
GURUNEOR, KUKAWA and SATELBERG.

N . On 2 Oct,also south of the HAPE R, a patrol from 22 Bn attacked a

 Small enemy party ncar GODOWA (619553), killing two, and another patrol
to LOGAWENG (6352), reported the village clear of the enemy. Defences
on the high ground had been abandoned and a field gun and several HEGS
were captured.

TAMI ISTANDS
Early on 3 Oct,our trcops landed on KATAL Island without opposition.
Natives reported that approximately 200 enemy with extensive wireless
equipment left the islands some three weeks agos . ’
COMMENT: These 200 enemy may be the same as the infantry company and
MG platoon, perhaps from 238 Regt, reported to be in this
gvoup Some timc ago. (Sec 1 Aust Corps Daily Intelligence
-Summary No 24. )

AUST DIV
Iwo companies of 2/16 Bn crossed the GUSAP R on 2 Oct, with Betrols
forward to KAIGULIH (778401 DUMPU Shect) and beyond. The rest of 24
: Bde moved to the area just south of the rivere
' A patrol @f 2/7 Indep Coy also rcached KATIGULAN.

20" AIR = OWN -

L -BARGE SWEEP

' On morning 3 Oct, nine Hitchells on a barge sweep from CAPE BUSCHING
to CAPE GLOUCESTER and around ROOKE Island coast destroyed one of two

camouflaged and possibly loaded barges north of TAGUNEN Point (same !
a8 LAGOON Point 10 miles SS8W of G.PE GLOUCESTER)e i
i

- : PART II

- 3 ENEMY O0B = LAND

The following is an extrzct from & message dated 1L Sep 43 sent by
SAVIAMURA (OC 9 Coy 80 Regt):—

,

8taff Cfficer INOUYE to ist Lieut
- "One mection of 20 DIV (No 1 Boat Unit) is expected to aprive 810~
XALASA tomorrows 20 DIV Staff Comd will inform them of the importance
of the position between ARNDT POINT and FORTIFICATION POINT, and also
will despatch a sivrong force.
238 Inf QF Gun Unit wili co-operate with your unit."
Ls IDENTIFICATIONS (ref our Daily Intelligence Summary No 25, para 2)

(a) The force which on 26 Sep was to have attacked our troops near
HZLDSBACH from the direction of SATSLBERG, 18 now known to have
included the fcllowing additional units:-

5 Coy 238 Regt
21 InG Light Eoritar Unit
The units alrsady reporic=d to have ccuposed this force were:-
% Bn 80 Regt less 40 dnd 12 Coys
S Cor 238 Rext
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(b) The PV whose statement i8 gquoted-in para 1 above, also said
that about ten days ago he with fifteen others arrived at
FINSCHHAFEN by submarine from RABAUL to join 85 Guard Unit,
which was theén dbeing formed at FINSCHHAFEN from personnel
of SASEBO 5 SNILP. He estimated the strength of 85 Guard Unit
before joining battle at 200 men-and added that 10 to 15
of these arrived at a time. _ :

(c) There are indications that HQ 20 DIV may possibly now bhe est-

ablished in the vicinity of S5IO0.

5« >TZRSONALITIES (ref our Daily Intelligence Sunmary No 25 para L) -
Lt-~col. TARKAGI, Shigeru is now belisved to be CO of 3 Bn €0 Regt,

NOT ‘2 Bn, as previously reported.

s

Li~-col

« ﬂ ‘(:-.‘ .
s .
Gs“ .

bt

Signed at 00 4 o hrs 4 Ot

Distribution As for Sumary No 1.
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1 AUST CORPS DAITY TNTEILIGENCE SUHEARY N =8 - =)
{(Information to 2000K/2 Oct)

Ref Maps ? 1/25,0C0 series A
1 inch %o 1 mile seriee oo

B .: P.'!-RT ]_:_
: QPEPATIONS

1. TAND - OV AND ENEMY

"9 ApST DIV.
' FINSCHHAFE\I Area

Early this morning 2/17 Bn crossed the BEhI R near- its mouth and
advanced south through SALANKAUA Plantation on the axis of the main
tracik (637601). No eneriy resistance was met and there were signs
of a hurried withdrawal. The advance was continued and a% 1130 nrs
FINSCHHAFEN village {64L585) was occupizd.

One of the principal events ieuding o %he capiurs of .
FINICHHAFEN was the successful attack by 2/13 Bn on 1 Oct. Tarly
in the day the battalion ( less che compeny ) atiacked the;
strongposis around KAKAKOG from the NW». The enemy realstda
stubbornly all éay but were £inally driven from many posithns.

‘li Une hundred Japanese, all naval troops, were kiiled and a large
- number of HxGs ( presSumably 757 mm JUEIS) and IMGS ond guantities
. of ammunition were captured. The baitalicn thea occupied a
vosition on a spur about 1CO yarde nsrth of KA&A?O;, and -it was
Pound that the enemy Iad evacuated a large part of SAAAﬂKAUA
Plan cation. Kopping up proceeded on night 1/2 Oct,
. ~Ori the -Bame day one .compardy of 2/13 Bn noiding thé traclh at
623592 repu*sed an enemy attack and -inflicted a numbsr of casuvalities-
. In the afternoon our artiliery engaged %wo barges in GRSAT HARBCUR
and Bet one on fire.
. On 1 Oct also, 22 Bn seeurcd DETGER ﬂAREQU? and pafrols moved
« . on to TIMBULUM- Plantatlon (623h} without mseting-any ENEIYe
The whole of -the FINSCHHAFEN arca i6 now reporied cisar of the
enemy and much valuvable couipm ent was found arandonsd, at last
light, 2 cct, 2/13 Bn wes occupying the KARAKCG-FINSOHHAFIN area,
.2/17 £n the KOLEY arca and 2/15 Bn the SIMBANC arca. Contaci hos
been made with a forward patrol £ 22 BEn :onun C¥ LANGEEAK BiVa
On the SATELBERG track around 530522 2/43 Bo m2de SOmC Progresa
on 2 Cect, bui the dispositicns wers substantlially unchangeds

‘ NGRTH of TAR

- During 1 Oct a patrol of PIB conuvinued 7c A58 eneny rariins
withdrawing along the track north of KskEE { & 09986) and killcé
eighteen.,

{ AUST DIV

On 1 Oct, 21 Bde moved forward to the arca around an 2i» sirip
at 5411 with.patrols forward to the GUSAP Re

2 s3A = ENEMY |

At 0915 hrs 2 Oct, a rcconnaissance airce raft nreporied eighting
1 barges 25 miles NE of FINSCHHAFEK on a course of 2LhH degress,
A subscguent search by threcc sguadrons of meulum bombers did not
locate thc barges, buti visibility wes vory POOT.

3» AIR = OWN

The following opcretions were carried ouvt by our siverafs on
morning £ Jct 2-

CAPE HOSKINS

Nine Marsuders bomocd ths strip, dispersal avcas and camps &%
CAPE HOSKiNS. Iarze expiosions were obscrved at the westera end o
the runway and other targceis werc accuraiely bombed-

TNTERCEDTION

Fouricen Lightnings,. ¢scorbting Mitecrelles on a vars: ewicp,
destroyed on ensmy light bomber pear EEIV DAY




&

‘e AIR - ENEMY

On afternoon 1 Oct, two eremy bombers bombed and straffed our
gun positions in tho FINSCHHAFEN arca. No further detalls arc
available,.

_ PART EI
5. ENEMY BOOBY TRAPS

The following anti-personncl devices werc used by the enemy in
the ILAE arca L . ;

(a) Light mortar bombs, with safcty pin removed, worc placed
in the soll covering buried equipment. - It was hopcd .
.- - apparently that, in the search for equipment the arca N
- would bc dug up and the bombs would be struck by shovels ) i
and exploded. , S . L

" (b) Detonators were found fastencd-to signal wirss. Thesc !
wero ‘cvidently intended to explode either when trodden
on, or &5 a result of the wire bcing run through the
hand. . S -

( 9 sust Div Intclligence Summary No 9).

6o .TACTICS = AIR.

It i8 reported from FINSCHHAFEN that Japaneee bombers .
consistently attack just aftor dawn and just beforc duske They
normally £ly a littlc above the effectlivc range of our light aA
guns. Seventy=five per cent of bombs dropped arc the small
anti-personnel typc.

(Report from AADG, FINSCHHAFEN, on 1 Oct)
7+ . GENERAT, :
© A PW from SASEBO No 5 SNLP Searchlight Goy, who was ceptured in
" the KUNDA Bridgc area on 23 Sep, stated that he was to have been
evacuated to RABAUL by submarince Unfortunately he joined the
« _-wrong column and found himself in the hills NE of LAB« Owing to
hie weakness from melaria he wes unable to kocep up with the column
and later was Porced to deviate Prom the track by e party of
Chinesc who appearcd to be unfriendly. Subscquently he contacted
a further party of the LAE gerrison but they drove him away
because he nad no rations, apnd forced him to proceed on his own.
He was following onc of our signal wires when he met one of our
patrols. On being challenged he threw up his hands and. . .‘I,
surrendercd immediatcly. -

T (9 Aust Div Intelligénec Summary No 9)

‘ ' Z\ N:‘:":"%—-_ = —"“J‘t"
- : T Lt~col
Signed at 0030 nrs 3 Sep : G8

DISTRIBUTION AS FOR SUMMARY NO Ie
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- 1 AUST CORPS DAILY INTEILIGENCE SUMMARY NO 27

(Information to 2000K/1 Oct)

Ref Maps.: 1 inch to 1 mile Bejries
- -~ 1125,000 series

PART I
OPERATIONS

LAND - OWN AND ENEMY

9 AUST DIV
FINSCHHAFEN Area

On 30 Sep, 2/43 Bn relieved 2/17 Bu in the beach-head area and on
the SATELBERG track, and 2/47 Bn began to concentrate north of the BUMI
Re South of the: BUMI there was little changee It 13 reported that the
enemy shelled our positions near the BUMI R with three 75 mm guns. No
damage wae causeds

On 1 Oct, 2/43 Bn was engaged in hard fighting on the high ground
west of KAKAKOG and made some progress. The enemy ars reporited to be
oceupying positions along ILEBBE Creek from 634598 to 632592 and
further to the souths .. .

on afternoon 30 Sep, patrols of 22 Bn reached the track Jjunction
644487« No contact was made, but there were indications of a recent
enemy withdrawal north along the track towards LOGAWENGs. Early next
moming)the battalion hegan to move forward from XASANGA towards BUKI

L

(65649

NORTH OF IAE

PIB patrols -to XBMEN on 30 Sep found many fires in the area. Natives
reported that there were 4O to 50 enemy, apparently siragglers, in the
vicinity.

1 _AUST DIV

On 30 Sep, 21 Bde continued to advance towards the GUSAP R without
mecting any opposition. By nightfall, 2/46 Bn was at 539088, 2/27 Bn
at 545085 and 2/1L Bn and Bde HQ at 559075.

BENA Force reported on 30.8ep, that the enemy had withdrawn from
vositions that he had been holding for some times This fact and the:lack
of opposition to 24 Bde indicate that the cnemy may have withdrawn from
the MARKHAM and Upper RAMU Valleys.

A delayed report from BENA Force states that on B0 Sep a patrol base

“neéar ATEMBLE was attacked by 60 Japanese, The attack was partially

sucecessful and some cquipment was captured by the enemys

SEA ~ OWN

On night 30 Scp/1 Oct, our patrol craft sank two barges heavily loaded
with storece off VINCKE Point fla:.261;.55). The barges were on a SE courses

A third barge, which was loaded with troops, was strafed on the beach
end.large fires, which may have been burning storeshouses, were started.
A mmber of Japansse wore seen on tho boachs .

AIR = OWN
FINSCHHAFEN Area
On 1 Oct, ten Vultee Vengeances and eight Bostons in support of our

forward troops, bombed and strefed cnemy positions. at SALANKAUA Plane—
tation, at BATANKAUA Point, POLA Village and MANEBA Point. Bombing

" and strafing are reported accurate but detailed results were not

obscervad,
AIR - ENEMY

Early on 1 Oct, Japanosc aircraft made three reids in the FINSCHHAFEN
area as follows:- '
a} Onc light bomber dropped eight bombs ncar our gun positions.

b) Two mcdium bombers dropped bombs on the beach-head and airstrip
arcaog. -

(e) Two medium bombers bombed and strafcd the QUOJA Velley and
airstrip. :
There were no casualties or damagc.
X PART 1I1
JDENTIFICATIONS

() Eloments of BASEBO No 2 SNLP have bcen identified in the BUMI R
arcae Strength is'not known.

Y.
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(b) A map—captured at BUA (31239h3 ahoms.that o fored known ad the
MONGI R detochment hod as. its main strongth:=

6 Coy Epossibly 80 Regt

7 Coy (possibly 80 Regt
ORANO Coy “(possibly of 51 Div)

COMKENT:

It is possible that this force may now have ar-rivcd in the -
FINSCHHAFEN arca aftcr a withdrawal from the MONGI -Rs .

. : _@/-V:_..‘ .-.... . - ll(
- T 7 Li=col -
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EECRET
° AUST CORPS DAITY INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY NO 26
(Informetion to 2000X/30

CEERSTIONS

TAND -~ OWN AND ENEMY

, 9 AUST DIV :
" FINSCHHAFEN AREA ( Ref maps 1/25000 series )

Oon 29 Sep, one company of 2/15 Bn crossed the BUMI R at the
BT ford ( 633600 ),and continued South through abendoned enemy
vrositions to ILEBBE Creek where it came under fire from the
KAKAKOG arsa. Enemy MGs, mortars and a 75 mm gun, which were
Piring from SALANKAUA Plantation, were angagad by our artillery.
On the same day, & company of 2/13% Bn advanced through thick
Jungle on the high ground west of KAKAGOG. Heavy rain and deep
gullies made progress Slowe 1t was reported that the enemy had
withdrasn from somzs of his forward positions in SALANKAUA
Plantation. )

A patrol frem 2/i7 Bn advanced 1500 yards wast along the
SATELBERG track from the company position at 580662, but made no
contact. Further patrols have moved forward in strength in an
endeavour to locate the enenye

A report on 29 Ssp stated that there was some indication that
the enemy may be withdrawing from FINSCHHAFEN. PIB patrols
observed enemy wmovement north along the track through TIRIMORO,

. GURUNKUR, KUEAWS. vo SATELBERG.

The move of 2/43 Bn to the PINSCHHAFEN area has been completeds

Enemy killed in the FINSCHHAFEN arca up to the morning of
30 Bep were conservatively cstimated at 175 This figure, however,
did not include ecasualties inflicied by our artillery and mortar
fire and by bombing,

On 29 8ep, 22 £n continucd its unorposed advance eastward
aglong the coastal track and by 1400 hrs the batialion ( less one
company ) had reached KASANGA ( 60FL4lL), approximately eight miles

‘Bouth of FINSCHHAFEN,

7 AUST DIV ( Ref meps 1 inch to 1 aile )
KATAPIT-MARAWASA ARES.

on 29 Sep, 2/16 Bn moved to WANKON HILL (652016), and 2/14 Bn
advanced from WANZON HILL towards MARAWASA. 2/5. Ind Goy moved
north along the track tovards ATSUNMAS (670025).

To the NW, down the RALU, & patrol of 2/2 Ind Coy swam the
river on night 28/29 Sep and ambushed a party of 100 Japancse
west. of KESAWAIL. Forty-five of the encmy waere killed and many
wounded, while we suffered few casualties.

AIR = OWN

On 29 8ep three Beaufighters strafed and destroyed one barge
off LOLABAU I ( near UBILI on north coast of NEW BRITAIN).
Four Thunderbolts strafed and destroyed four barges at KAIENG
(WP5971) and along the RAI Coaste
ATR - ENEMY
" Early on 30 Se¢p, threc medium bombers dropped nine bombs
betwean the beach-head end the FINSCHH,LFEN air stripe No damagoe

wes reporteds :
PAET 11 - ENEMY COB

IDENTIFICATIONS

Documents captured at PINSCHHAFZIN in the last few days identify
15 A4 Defonce Unit, comranded by Sub-Licut TIRISURO (?), operating
in the BUMI R arca. Its strcngth on 26 Sep was 213%

. . :.(",3 ol
8igned at «£ 3 Y35 hrs ’{ -Z-—f""‘Lt.—col

GS
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Tt SECRET
= 1 AUST CORPS DAILY INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY No 25
(Information to 2000K/29)

Ref Maps : 1 inch to 1 mile series
1:25,000 series

PART I
OPERATIONS

1o ZAND - OWN_AND ENFLY

9 AUST DIV
FINSCHHAFEN AREA (ref maps 1:25,000 series)

On 28 Sep, two companies of 2/43 Bn moved Purther east against op-
position, suffering light casuslties. NG Force state that one coy of
2/15 Bn advanced 400 yards NNE from 629595 to the line of enemy bunkers
which had been destroyed by our artillery fire.

One company of 2/17 Bn, astride the SATELBERG track about 580662 was
attacked three times on night 27/28 Sep. The attacks were repulsed,

X Beven Japanese were killed and weapone_and equipment were captured,
A captured document shows that there was a Japandse HQ €t S8ISI
(572658), and on 28 Sep our artillery engaged this villages

HOPOI AREA (ref mape 1 inch to 1 mile series)

22 Bn reached MANGE Point (5242) on 28 Sep, but patrols made no con-
tact with the encmye T

NORTH OF TAE
On 28 Sep, a patrol of 2/24 Bn to 615635 on the enemy line of retreat
< killled fifteen Japanesc, and a further patrol is pursuing stragglcrs.

A PIB patrol reportéd than an encmy party had left KEMEN (609686)
heading NW.

PART II
-2 ENEMY IDENTIFICATIONS: FINSCHHAFEN AREA

A'document captured on 27 Sep in the FINSCHHAFEN ares reveals that an
enemy force was to attack our troaps near HELDSRACH from the dipection
of SATELBERG on 26 Scp and that 1t consisted of the following:—

3 Bn 80 Re2t less 40 and 12 Coys
9 Coy 238 Regts
The three attacks repulsed by part of 2/17 Bnastride the SATELBERG
road at 580662 on night 27/28 Sep may have becn made by this force.

" 3« ENEMY REINFORCEMENTS .
- o Another dooument dated 8 fep suggosts that roinforcements for 54 DIV,

@) that may have been siaging at FINSCHHAFEN at that time, wore to be re-
tained there as part of the local defence forces

Le ITIES
GO 2 Bn 80 Regt : ILt-col TAKAGI Shigeru
*. Bs ENEMY DISPOSITIONS
.5 - A captured document dated 26 Sep indicates that the cnemy may attempt
to hold the area betweon FINSCHHAFEN end MAPE Re It i8 rcported that

there are strong bunkers in SALANKAUA Plantation and also possible
defensive positions near 8SW end of LANGEMAK Ezy.

! Si ed at 2 -3 f rB M Py B ,__..'..

| -&n Jn ;/QZ. f:jﬁ£§f§;¥—

i T Lt-col
G3

Distrlibution as for Sumanry No 1.
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reported on 27 Seps .- -

SECRET
1 AUST CORPS DATLY INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY NO 24
- {Information to 2000K/28) .
"Ref Maps ¢ 1 Inch to 1 mile series

PART I
OPERATTONS
LAND — OWN AND ENEMY
9 AUSF DIV _
PINSCHHAFEN Area ( ref maps 1/25,000 series)

on 27 Sep, one company of 2/13 Bn mttacked and captured.an
enemy position at 622591, The battalion then advanced against
opposition soutnh east along a spur, over difficult terrain. At
last light it was disposed with companies at 620588, 625587,
627588 and 623593

On 26 Sep, 2/15 Bn drove the enemy from a position at 632594,
on the western edge of SALANKAUA Plantation. . Fifty Japanese were
killed and the remainder fleds Next day the- battalion advanced
further and in the afternoon-closed in-on.enemy strongposts on
ihe plantation. . In the morning, heavy fire from &' 75 im gun,Mas
and mortars was directed on our troops moving forward near the
mouth of the BUMI. A% 2000 hrs, companies were at 630590,62859Y,
628598 and 635601, ) : . _

our artillery engaged a 75 mm in the general area 6357
and MG positions near KAKAGOG on 26 Sep, and .Bilenced them. .-

2/17 Bn ( less two companies ) has moved further south and

~ late on 27 Sep was.-at:63061h, . -

* _ Further north, increascd: enemy activity at SATELB?RG was
Ground troops reported considerabls barge dctivity in’
FINSCHHAFEN Harbour on night 26/27 Sep.

HOPOI Area ( ®ef maps 1 inch to 1 mile series )

Shortly after midday on 27 Sep, forward troops of 22 Bn reached
TIGEDU (436429) but madc no contact with the enemy. Threc

abandoned enemy 75 mm guns. were found by our troops irn theilr move
cast, Ve

{ AUST DIV

KATAPTT Arca

On 27 Sep, extensive patrolling was carricd out by our troopsé

A patrol of PIB, north to 790045 mct small parties of Japaneso,
and rcported the arca oceupieds 2/16 Bn is patrolling in the
SAGERAK arca, and 2/6 Ind Coy to 780990, where JapanoBe arg said
to be in unknown strengths

Alr rceonnaissance carly on 28 Scp showed there were
additional foxholes at RAGITSARIA ( 655048).

A 1359 report indicates that the enemy forces may have
withdraWn/near MARAWASA. Additional dofensive positions have been
constructed in this arca.

SEA -~ ENEMY

A possible submarine was sighted off TAMI Is at 1800 hrs 27 Sop.
AIR - OWN

FINSCHHAFEN

Early on 28 Sep scven Bostons bombed and strafed targets in the
LANGEMAK BAY sreea in support of our forward troops. In the afternoon
the attack was rcpcated by cight Bostons and twolve Vultee
Vengeances. Reports from air crews and preliminary roports from
ground troope indicate that theee attacks were accurate and effective.

WEWAK Areoe .

On morning 28 Sep, 41 Liberators, cscortcd by a large forec of
fightors, bombed WEWAK Town and dump arcas.Pircs and oxplosions were

obBerved and the Pighters claim seven encmy fighters destroyed and
two probably destroyed without loss to themsclveB.




T R

..2'..

BOGADJIM ROAD -

. At approximatcly the Bamc t:lme as thc WEM attack, cight
I.:l.bcratora bombcd tho. BO&AD.‘IIM ROADs Results of this attack
werc hot observed.

PART 13

- ENEMY DISPOSITIONS

. An entry in a capturcd notcbook indicatcd the prescnce of one
infantry company and onc MG platoon on TAMI I» These troops are
thought to have becn part of 238 Regte 1t i85 noi: knom to what
date the entry referss . .

o ) /w,t. ot
R 0”0- ‘ - ; — Tt-col

l'Signed at ' . hrs’ rl/ vfﬁ : . 68
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SECRET

' DAILY INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY NO 2

(Information to 2000K/27)
Ref Maps : 1 inch to 1 mile

PART T
QPERATIONS

le TLAND - OWN AND ENEMY

9 AUST DIV

*INSCHHAFEN Area , i

On 26 Sep the bridgehead south of the BUMI R'was further
enlargeds Xate in the afternoon, three companies of 2/13 Bn on
the right attacked successfully in the area from 625595 to 627585
but steep narrow ridgee are restricting movements On the left, two
companies of 2/15 Bn made progress against heavy opposition in the
ggga from 627590 to 627592, Enemy shell fire was reported from

589 ) '

To ;;he north, 4O enemy were driven from a position about 1200
yerds NW of KATIKA after a brief fight. '

{ AUST DIV

KATAPIT Area

On 26 Sep, patrols of 2/16 Bn passed through RUMU (716953) and
reached ANTIGIWAN ( 711965) but made no contact with the enemy,

A patrol of 2/6 Ind Coy reported 70 enemy in the general area
around NARUAPUM, and the company patrolled the track in strength.

2s AJIR - OWN

WEWAK Area :

On morning 27 Sep, 91 Hitchells and seventeen Liberators
covered by approximately 130 fighters attacked WEWAK, BORAM, BUT
and DAGUA airfields and shipping in WEWAK Harbour and off MUSCHU
and KATRIRU Islandss Between 50 and 60 aircraft were destroyed on
the ground and many fires were started in all airfield areas. Two
4000 ton freighters, one 41500 ton tanker, one 1000 ton freighter,
ong 500 ton lugger, & lugger loaded with fuel, a barge and a power
launch were destroyeds Direet hits were scored on one 2000 ton
freighter and one 1000 ton freighter, both of which were damaged.
Two 500 ton luggers, one 500 ton unidentified vessel end four
power launches werc damaged.

In RKAIRIRU Plantation accurate bombing and strafing caused severe
damage among stores and dumps.

A 8mall number of enemy fighters attempted interceptions Their
attacks showed lack of aggressilveness; the bombers claim to have
dgftroyed five and one probable and the fighhters claim three destroy~
e

Three Mitchells were lost and othere damaged. Enemy AA fire of
all types was intonse but varying in accuracy. It is thought that
our losses were caused by AA firc and not by interceptione

3« AIR — ENEMY
" In addition to the two raids in the FINSCHHAFEN area on 26 Sep
reported yesterday, enemy aircraft droppod six bombs on the south
bank of the S0NG R and nine medium bombers bombed the track north of
. the BUMI R.

L. IDENTIFICATIONS
Documents found BOANA MISSION dated 16 Sep give the following

PART IT

identiffcationss~ A Regtl HQ
1 Bn 415 Regt
2 Bn 415 Regt
BHIKOSAKT Tai'" (oprobably 2 coy of 15 Ind Engr Regt)
s
Signed at 2321 O prs, I. T Ltesol

Distribution es for Summary No l. s
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further eash along the coasial tracks

‘enemy aoout 595270, Petrols were sent to cut off some of the
.Japanese who, i% was thought, were attempling to escape northward. -

T OPERATIONS
TAND ~ OWN AND BNy

PINSCHHAFSN Area

Late on 25 Sep it was reportzd that the enemy had occupied
SATETLBRRG and vzre hoirding a strcongly dug in position which was-
being shelled by our ariiliery. On the same day one company of
2/17 Bn held a position at 580655, astride the track betwesn
SATELBERG and HPLDSBACH Plantation, with patrols making -
‘reconnaissances of the enemy posSis., On 26 Sep, enemy troops were

‘paported oif the high ground west and SW of KATIXKA, at 618680 and

610670 . _

. South of the BUMI R progress has been slow, owing to the
difficult terrain and strong opposition from the enemy In well
dug in positions. Some of these are on the forward slopes of
the KREUTBERG Range and others in SATANKAUA Plantation. Some
bunkers have been reported and in addition one 37 mm gun and at
least five %G positions have been located towards the coasts By
midday,26-Sep, -three companies of 2/13 Bn had crossed the-BUMI R
at the hridgenead:proviously established by 2/15 Bn and were in
the areca from 615595 to 617587. Our aprtilléery has engaged the
eneny positinng, R T

HOPQI Area . .

Forward troops of 22 Bn reached the MONGI R-on 25 Sep with a
patrol to SAMREANG ( approximately 10 miles north of TIGEDU).
A fighting patrol also croscad the river and moved some miles -
No contact was made with
the enery:-. Ln -inserviceadle mountain gun was captured at BiL2,
and ten hardculffed natives were found shots. .

_NORTH of T&im

On 25 Sep a patrol of 2/&-Iﬁd=ﬁby +o the log bridge at 617595
found &8 large empty camp nearky capable of hulding 1500

Japanese, Five eancmy wer»s killed in the camp. -Hativeés reportsd
that the Japanese had lefs the arca and were heading for MADANG.
£ _AUST DIV EANS TP
KATAPIT Areg. |

On 25 Sep, the cnemy evacunted SAGERAK (735947) when a patrol
of 2/16 Bn approached, and our troops occupied the village., A
patrol of 2/6 Ind Coy moved north from ANTIRIGAN (788922) to
outflank’ NARUAPUM. - . . .

The same day, air’ , reconnaissance reported & large cncmy forca
about five miles N¥/*©  NRZKRTRPIT.

AUST DIV
BUANG R Arec

On 24 Sep, a patrcl of 15 Bn attocked an unknown number €f

Enemy casualties were not counted bocause of the thick jungle
in the area.

SEA - ENEMY )

In evening, 2 3eyr, in the FLISCHH~FEN =ree, & submarine
approached the Lecach about 63E&4, but withdrew when fired on by
our troorcss




- 6» IDENTIFIGATIONS = - = R
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3 AIR = OWN
WEWAK Ares

On 26 Sep, ninetcon Liberators bombed DAGUA strip and dmnp
area, BUT aerodrome, NUBIA Plantation and HANSA BAYs Results were
generally unobﬂerved but air crews claim targst areas covered by
bomb8. One enemy aircraft was definitely destroyed on the ground
and four to five probably destroyed by bomberss Three single
seater. fighters attempted interception over NUBIA, bul were driven
-Offo .

INTERGEP‘I‘IOI‘I

Two Squadrons of Lightnings intercepted fifteen to twenty enemy
‘fighters in the WEWAK areas Nine were definitely destroyed and . -

one rokably . deatroyed. There were no Allied los&ess.

Three
and thoroughly stre(maﬂi vimgw'he'ﬁieen SAIDOR and
IEPSIUB Pom’ ey 9.1-':1..’. I Qu I-qn_[ I: ;. ..... 13.'
Ue AIR = ENEMY - I TEAT
L On morning 26 Sep, ‘two eneny bombers dropped bomhs in the o

vicinity of SATELBERG and six medium bombers straffed thc landing
beachs Therec -were no casualtices or dannge.

| PART II
5 PERSONALITIES
78 Regt
2 Bn : CO,Capt RKAGAWA, AklJi
3Bn 9Coy t 0C, Capt HACHIKUM 8hijue

, Documents captured near the MONGI R on 25 Sep indicatad that
elements of 2 Bn 80 Regt had been -in the areas

_.l—..a-J-\::.C
28 0 YELLID DDUEsIIIETh WATA D 39n f =
{35\30008 oF daotioassiIsl) & T Lt=col
8i od at 23 0 hrs ° it
gn + agittss offr & of sdanp o3 el Tel 8
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g 1 AUGST CORPS DAILY II\T_TELLIGENCE SULMARY NO 24

(Information to 2000K/25)
‘Ref Maps: 1 inch to 1 mile Beries

PART I
_ OPERATIONS * .
1. ZIAND - OWN AND EXEMY . : ) _ T
| FINSCHHAREN Anyd - ‘ |
‘On 24 Sep, 2/13 Bn passed through the bridgehead establiehed,by a
corpany of 2/%5 Bn on the BUMI R and advanced several hundred yards
eouth over hard goinge There was some onposition and our troops suffer~
ed light casuslties.
. 0n.25 sSep, 2/17 Bn reported the enemy dug in in the vicznity -of
: SA.TE._:DE:RC:
Ground forces have reported conalderable ‘barge movement eouth from
CiPE BREDOV. ‘
HﬂPOI Ares
24 Sep, 22 Bn continued its advance east and by 4000 hrs forward
troops had reached TAMIGIDU 33h0385). During the advance, enemy dumps
were carntured ot BUA (12394), at 325390 and 330389
‘ S<ores captured included 75 mm ammunition, drums of petrol and tools,

NORTH OF TAE

On 2t i Bep, pursuit of remnante of the enemy moving NW near the right
bank of the BUSU R was continued through difficult country.

A log bridge zcross the river at 6159 has been eovered by e standing
patrol,

7 AUET DIV

EATAPIT Areca

On 2 Sep, one company of 2/16 Bn was reported to have crossed the

UMT R and meved to 755935 while another company had crossed the MARKHAM
. and occupicd a position on the high ground 743940 overlocking SAGERAK.
= FIB patrols further north reported no enemy movement along the track
from NEVAFMARIN (850979) to GUARAMTLARI (89298l ).
' It ie veporited that the enemy has established strong defensive posi-
tions near the UMI R at 778042, and on 24 Sep, & large body of Japanese
was observed mvring outh from this erea, At midday the same day, our
troops necer NARUAPUYK werc fired on by the enemys. -
- A report rececived on- 24 Sep stated that strong positions at BOANA had
E;J€IL .becn evacuated by the Japanese approximetely 20 Sep and that the bridgec
=z . - over the BUSIP R, north of GUMBUK had becen desiroycd.
2»2 AIR ~ OWN

On merning 25 Sep attacks were carrled out as follows:~
FINSCHEAFEN Arca

Eight Bostone and twelve Yulice Veungesnces bombea and strafed
SALANEAUA POINT, POLA village and road lcading south from POLA village
. to M0A Cresek. Huts were destroyeds The attack was reported accurate by
alr-crews and ground troops.

RANU =~ MAZKHAM VALLEX Arca .

- Three Llikerators and six Fortresses dropped incondiary bombs in the
genera’ area of the headwaters of the RAMU Re' Twenty-three Mitchells
bombed and strafed the track and villages from MARINGGUSIN (709976) to
BOPARIMPUE (%85165)s Many huts were destroyed and fires started.

BOGADJIM ROAD

@ive Liberators bombcd the BOGADJIM Road destroying one bridge and
scoring several hite on the road.

BARGE SEARCH

Nine 2ifchells searched for barges from REIN BAY to GAFE BUSCHING.
No serviceable barges were sighted but machine gm positions were bombed
in IBOKI Plantation.

AIRCRAFT (T RECGE
Onc Liberztor bombed an Ad 9051tion at GAP“ GLOUCESTER,
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~ the KAIAPIT erea on 19/20 Seps

Signed at 2355 hrs.

. ECDMTHETIS IR, ARSI i

AIR = ENEMY ' i
On 25 Sep, cnemy alrcraft made thrce attacks on our positions in the
FINSCHHAFEN arca. Some casudlties were caused but no further details
arc available, _ .
The attack on our battery positions at FINSCHHAFEN reported yesterday,
was made by twelve bombers and fifty fightcrs. Sixty bombs werc dropped
without domage to the guns.

PART __IT B

IUENTIFICATIONS

The following iiia‘:‘ormation has been obtalned fram capturcd documcntss
4n encmy forcc, commendcd by Maj-Gen NAKAI, is moving down the RALU

Valley. It-compriscs the greater part of 78 Reght, plus the following
. units and detachments:=- : _ _

.80.Regt - 5 Coy

'L Bn 26. Fd Arty Rogt

3 Coy 37 Indocp BEngrs

78 Inf Construction Coy
Indcp Tpt Units.
Volunteer Unit (coolics)

It is known that advanced clenentd of this forece were in action in
y.f.wyz,;ﬁ:e
T k=001
. as
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(Information to 2000K/2L)
Ref Mape ¢ 1 inch to 1 mile
PART T T ; CTe Ll
OPZRATIONS ce :

IAND- OWN AND EREMYC T T e - L P ¢

S —

9. AUST DIV - ) L

FINSCHHAFEN Area _

On 23 Sep, two companies ‘of 2/15 Bn moved west along the north
bank of the BUMI R and shortly after midday on 2} Sep reached a
ppsition 3000 yards inland at 612595, By 1600 hrs, ous company
had succeeded in crossing the river ageinst &emer opposition, and
moved on to 615591 over bad going. Our artilisry at FINSCHHAFEN
airfield engaged enemy positions on the south bank of the BUMI.

" 0h night 23/24 Sep, it is reliably reported that a gun, thought
to be 75 mm, fired one round from HOLEQA (651570) to seaward.

Early in the afternoon 23 Sep-22-Bn, moving west; Tontacted -..
enemy party at 315395. Shortly afterwards, forward troops reached
319393, with Bn HQ at 317394,

NORTH of LAE

On 23 Sep patrols of 2/4 Ind Coy and 2/24 Bn attacked enemy
parties in the area 6355 ané 6356. FEighteen Japanese were killed,

and one capturede.

{ AUST DIV

EATAPIT Area .

On 23 Sep, patrols of 2/16 Ba are reported to have made contact
with the enemy at the UMI R crossing (7693)s The battalion was then
at ANTIRIGAN (788923).

At RATAPIT, 141 enemy dead had been buried up to 2000 hrs
23 Sep, with others still unburied.

NORTH of NADZAB

2/2 Pnr Bn has occupiasd a position at CAMP DIDDY, with patrols
forward to BOANA.

AIR ~ OWN

NEW BRITAIN )

On 23 Sep four Beauforis bombed the strip and dump area at CAPE
HOSKINS., Fires were started. One Beaufort is missing.

On the same day twelve Kittyhawks bombed GASMATA. All bombs were
vaported to have hit the target area. One Kittyhawk is missing,

INTERCEPTION

On 24 Sep fifteen Lightnings, which were esccrting Mitchells on
e barge search, were intercepied by 25 to 30 enemy fighters over
FINSCHHAFEN. The enemy fighters were covering nine enemy bombersa
that were attacking our ground forces in the vicinity of
FINSCHHAFEN airfield., Making their attack from above, the enemy
succeeded 1n gaining an initial advantage over our fighters. Two
Lightnings are missing end threc arc damaged. The eénemy lost one
fighter destroyed and one probably destroyed.

AIR = ENEMY '

On 23 Sep, three medium bombers dropped 18 bombs on the landing
beach south of the SONG R, An ammunition dump was hit and much of
it was destroyed, but there were no casualties. One aircraft was
hit by our AA firs,

On 24 Sep a battery position at FINSCHHAFEN airfield was bombcd.
We Buffered light casualties only.
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PERSONALITIES -"CT'JL‘ R
76 Regt 1 Comd Col MATSUMOTO -

'3 Bn 3 Comdr Maj YONEKURA, TBuneo ( reported killed in
action 20 Sep ) :

26 Fa Arty Regt s

1Bn 1 Comd- Lt-col KiGEYAMA, Tokio
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W 1 AUST CORES DAILi INTELLIGE&GE SUMMARY NO 49

(Information to 2000K/23)
Ref Maps: 1 inch to 1 mile series

PART I

OPERATIONS

LAND = OWN AND ENEMY

9 AUST DIV
FINSCHHAFEN Areg.

' In the afternoon of 22 Sep two companies of 2/15 Bn attacked the
enemy positiona west of KATIKA where sirong opposition had been met
earlier, The attack was successful and 20 enemy were killed., Meanwhile
the rest of the battalion had moved to HELDSBACH village. Farly on
23 Sep the whole battalion continued its advance down the coast road and
shortly after midday it is reported that two companies reached the left
bank of the BUMI R f635600) after overcoming slight resistanca.Tha enemy

du'g in Just.south off -the rivewr,Two cther coys werh further north at 620622,
n 23 8ep also, 2/13 Bn moved south from the FINSCHHAFEN airfield and

other troops including one platoon of PIB moved west along the track to '
SATELBERG and found it clear of the enemy. 2/17 Bn continued to hold
the right flank north of the SONG R.

HOPOI Aresa. _ ‘

On 23 Sep our troops moving east from HOPOI, reached WIDERU (4939).
No enemy were founds

NORTH OF LAE

On 22 Sep the enemy force which was reported yesterday to have been
at 647565 on night 21/22 Sep, moved NW to 635575 Our ¥rotpd attempting
to overtake them found the terrain very difficult. By 1900 hrs they
had reached 648563, with a platoon covering the crossing at 628585

BENA_FORGE

Work has been commenced on a landing strip at ONGA, and it is now
reported to be suitable for transports.
AIR ~ OWN

YATI R Area

Early on morning 23 Sep, MARAWASA, WANKON, RAGITSUMA, ANTIGINAN, RUMU

' and SAGERAK villages were bombed and strafed from tree=top height by

twelve Mitchellse All villages were hit, fires started, and a probable
emmunition dump at MARAWASA destroyeds

PART IT

IDENTIFTCATIONS (references to 4 miles to 1 inch Strat series)

A captured 20 Div order, dated 8 sep, indicates that 78 Regt was to
concentrate in the MARAWASA area and then to advance and occupy KAIAPIT.
Later, in conjunction with remnants of 5¢ Div, they were to attack our
troopa in the NADZAB arca.

From identificetlions secured, it is evident that the enemy, who were
defeated at KAIAPIT on 20 8ep, were the most forward elemenis of this
foree, the main body of which is thought to have arrived at MARAWASA

on 22 Seps ;
The enemy line of approach was given as through the following villages:
PAIPA W06870, GURUMBU W08161, VAMPUN W0o8349, BOTRUEPU W09338,

MABAWASA LL6207, SAGERAK LQ7598, MARKHAM crossing LQ7798 and KAIAPIT,

gigned at 7330 hrs.

Distribution as for Summary No l.
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1 AUST CORPS DAILY INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY MO 18
. " (Information to 2000K/22) " -
Ref Meps : 1. inch to 1 mile; Strat series
PART I
_ OPERATIONS
;@D = OWN AND ENEMY

v - AUST DIV ' LT : .
Preceded by a naval bombardment, and with strong air support,
20 Bde made a landing on the -beach just south of the SONG R early -
on 22 Seps Little opposition was encountered, and the beach was :
guickly secureds Freshly dug enemy defensive positions near thse
beach were captured, with light casualties. '
By 0S40 hrs, our troops had reached their first objectives on

& line through knolls at 642700 and 618685, track 620655, HELDSBACH .

village (632660), to the coast at 647667. The area Occupied was
approximately 1000 yards north and south of the beach, and 2000 -
yards inlend. Mopping up.of énemy pockets of resistance west and
NW of KATIKA villags is proceeding and two troops of artillery are

4n asotions In an attack near KATIKA (634680) it is reported that .

the enemy suffered heavy casualties. According to. a PW statement
thera was an enemy force 300 strong in the SO0NG R areg. -

* A late report stated that a PIB patrol found BONGA clear of the
8nemyes : T T '

North of LAE, an enemy force of more than 300 camped for night .
20/21 Sep at the creek 647565 and moved NW next morning, leaving a
rear guerds The Japancse were armed with mortars, MMGs, 8kGs and -
rifles, and werc carrying packBe . . :

2/2) Bn ( less two companies- )-moved from KUNDA bridge in an
attempt to outflank the party and a petrol of 2/4 Ind Coy went up

the east bank of the BUSU R fo the crossing at 628585, L

{ AUST DIV

Following the capturec .of KAIAPIT, patrols to & radius of two
miles on 21 8ep found only stragglerss These werc killeds Many
documents wers founde _ i e .

" BENA FORCE )

On 21 Sep, natives from MARAWASA reported that 200 onemy were at
NARATAMOA ( six miles east MARAWASA ) Eome days agoe. It is thought
that this party may have moved to KAIAPIT. :

Patrols from BENA Forco are active in all areas,

SEA = OWN

4n armoured Dilaesel engined creft, 120 feet in length with a-
25 £t beam, was attacked and sunk during night 21/22 8ep in a
position lé miles NW of 8I0s There were no survivors from the crow
of between 15 and 20, and the loading of the vesscel is unknown,
When sighted, it was on a- course of 210 .degrces, and wase reported as
probably heading for KIARI. ]

A S

On morning 22 3sp, cighteen Mitchells and nine Bostons bombed
and strafed LOGAWENG, WABUTIENG,SIMBANG, KOLEM and KAKAKOG
Villages, and GODOWA and BUTIWENG Plantations, --A number of houses =
end huts were desiroyed and many others demnageds All targets warce
thoroughly strafed and fircs starteds

CAPE- GLOUGESTER

On the samc morning twenty-one Liberators and twelve Mitchells
attacked the airstrip at CAPE GIOUCESTER. Many direet hits were
sBcoraed on the runweys and both are considered unservicecbls. A
direct hit is claimed on en AA position SW of No 1 strip, and the
position-is believed destroyeds ’
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On 22 Sep appmximte],v 110 Alliod fightara Lightnings end
Thunderbolts, werc involved in interceptions against 30/35 cnemy
bombers and &0/45 fighters over the genercl FINSCHHAFEN arce.
Finel reports indicate that 39 encmy circraft werc destroyecd and
four probably destroycds Thrce Lightnings werc loat but one
pllot is safc.

The main intercoption took place” when Lightnings intercepted e
force of encmy medium bombers attcmpting to skip~bomb Allied . -
landing c¢raft on the beach north of FINSCHHAFENs. Somo encmy
bombers jottisoned their bombs and turned tail, while -othocrs

“prossed on with the attacks - Intarccptr.i:on ook plece betwoen
5000 £t and. sea~lgvel -§* 6hdiong’--8guadrom of: Lightnings alone
destroyed six of the: anemy ‘bombers ‘end.iten of the enemy fighters,
‘which were providing close:cover:to:ithe, Jattack: before. the enemy
__aircre.ft brol:e away and made off "kmmrd& (HLP.E GLOUGBSTBR-

PIREYRR 5 b_l‘.’:-,’_‘-_ f,, “:_- .

l.].." AIR‘ EN'E'MY ST : - 3‘5 .t Fn "_ (“1_” T

On 21 Sep, three bombé&rs dropped 12 Qﬁmba neap thc mouth of the
BUSO R« There were slight casualties. only., iz

~On night 21/22 Sep, &n unknown.numbor -of .cnemy. - aircmft m2do

. iwo mmns over BUNA at 5/10,000-fosts .- Sgventeon bombs were droppeds

- ‘Superficial damage was: done tow ship .and to the wharf, and a .-

‘ numbor 0f* MT destroyod: and ‘damageds 7A; 1aunch -and an LCV ware also

' hit and damaged.. - Totel- casuzlties-were 10 lgilled ‘apnd 31 woundede
- On ‘morning 22 Sep, enemy aircraft bombed the landing boach

) sou'!:h of thc SONG R, inflicting one.’ caaualty but no damage. '

S Taa e o
- LA

' : P ot
_PA._RP.II S S

- - -

e .-:IDENTIFICATIOBS : .
-On 20 Sep, olcments of the following -units were identified at

KhIAPIT
78 Regt : HQ 3 Bn
e ., 117Coy3Bn. "

80 Regt : MORISADA Coy 2 Bu.
6. PERSONALITIES

_ Gomdr 3 B 80 Regt 1.. HEJ UCHIYAMA Hidemeru
" Comdr. 9 Coy " -1 4 /Lt SAWAMURA., Mitsuo.

- Te TOPOGRAPHICAL

. The following walking times for trecks HOPOI-FINSCHHAFEN &7ge .o

'_have been suypplied by a missionary from HOPOI 3 -
(a) HOPOI north’ along BUHEM R to oemamme(ns 0975)-3& days

SR OGERA.LIHANG to mrsm via. TABU’ and KUI:UNGTUFU—B% days

4

I.J . . : e
L - ‘-..A- '-:

(h) KALSIA (LR 8260) north to MOMARILI + 1% days‘ gl

. MOMALILI west to SAMANZING (LR 7774) - 2 days s

e aamzms to CAWAN: (LR =7062) -2 aays

‘ | s ot f at,;‘;,i_‘i_—-—_.
S e o Tl . Lt-col

Bignedat 06 /4% hrs I Sep -G8
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I miles to 1 inch Strat Bcrlcs

PART I .
Ozx:RATI OnS3

ZAND - OW¥ AND ENEMY
_AUST DIV

In the fightinz around KAIAPIT on 19/20 Sep, the enemy made two un-
successful attempts during the night to bresk through the perimeter
held by 2/6 Indep Coye Barly in the morning 2C Ecp, a Japancse forec
eatimated at 200 made a further dctermined attack from the NW which
waB rcepulsede Later our troops attackcd and the village and mission
were finally in our hands by 1000 hrse The cnemy rotircd having suf-
forcd 120 casualticss Two platoons of PIB grrived shortly afterwards
and occupied a position on KAIAPIT hill, with patrols west alcng the
track from thc MANIANG R _

"~ The air strip, which had been cleared by the Jepancse was cxtended
and transports ianded there on 21 Sepe

WAMPIT FORCH
On 20 Sep patrols from C Coy 24 Bn between MARKHAW Point and IABU 1
and in the BUANG R area mads no contact with the enemye

BENA FORCE

A patrol which returned from KAINANTU on 48 Sep saw seven enemy &t
BUMBUMs They reported that the GUSAP R was in floods Patrols to DUMPU

-reported no enemy there.

R - OWN

TAMT IBL@_N_D_g

On morning 24 Sep twelve Vultee Vengeances, nine Marauders and Beven
Bostons bombad and strafed villages and & suspected radio station on
KATAL and WONAM Islandss All buildings are reported damaged or
destroyad,

CAPE GIQUCESTER

™wenty-two Liberators bombed the airficlds and bivouac ‘areas near
C£P% GLOUCESBTER. Dense clouds of smoke and dust prevented observation of
results-

BOGADJIY AREA and BOGADJIM - DAUMOINA Road

Sixteen Mitchells again -bombed and strafed targets in the BOGADIIM
area and bridges, camps and villages along the BOGADIIM-DAUMOINA Roade
A Jetty at the PAIPA R and a bridze at the mouth of the GORI R wera
rartially destroyeds On the road itself ibwde bridizw: wsro dosirorsd and
others damaged, and bombs were dropped-accurately on hutted arcas at
BOAK, YAUIA and DAUMOINAe One Hitchell was lost and two damogoeda

GASMATA

Ten Beau;forts and three Bostons attacked &asmm airficlds Bombs were
dropped but resulis were not observeds +The Bostons also strafed a
papfaesd submerine 38 miles sBouth of GASHMATA and scored hits on the
deck cargos The submarine crash~diveds

R = ENEMY .
Thc raid on NADZAB on 20 Scp was mads by ninc mcdium bombers ascorted

by Bixtcon fighterse In all, 20 anti~pcrsonncl and one 500 1b bopbs

woere droppcde IAam=2gc was negligible and casualties 1izhts The
successful intorception by our fighteors was reported yestordays

Early on morning 2§ Scp an cncmy floct plasne was sighted 10 miles
south of TALMI IElands.

PART II

DENTIFICATIONS '
() 4 Jepancsec paybook was captured ot FUABUK (LR5072) following a
patrol clash on 13 Scp on the Comp DIDDY = BOANA Track. It be-

longed to a m2 mber of 6 Coy 238 Rczte
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" dropped with unknown resultss

- Liberctors atiacked WBFAAK cirfields Reporis from this squodron arc

;77 ' Z:—
SECRET

1 AUST CORPS DAILY INTEILIGENCE SUMMARY NO 16
' (Information to 2000K/20)
Ref iiaps : 1 inch to 1 mlle Beries

PART ¥
: OPERATTONS

LAND = OWN AND ENEMY

7_AUST DIV

At midday, 18 Sep, 2/l Bn reached the junction of.the BUSIP and
BUNBOK Rivers ( two miles south of BOANA ) and reported meeting
Blight oppositions Next afternoon an encircling movement against
the enemy, who were holding BOANA in unknown strength, was begun.

On 19 8ep, 2/6 Ind Coy and B Coy PIB, which were moving forward
from SANGAN, made contact with the enemy sbout & mile south of
KAIAPITe Our troops attacked and drove the encmy, estinated at
between 50 and 100, from the villages. Twentiy Japanese were
killed, and KAIAPIT was occupicds

5 AUST DIV N
Gontact between 15 Bn and WAMPIT Force was mcde on 18 Sepe .On
19 Sep a patrol from 15 Bn encountercd 2 party of seven cnemy Just
north of IABU l. 8ix were killecde OWEN gune used by the enemy
wera capturcd and were reported to be in good condition.
One 105 mm and two probablc 75 mm guns have bech found on the
coast at SCHNEIDER FOINT and at 68L080 respectively(1/25,000 seriss)s

8RA - OWN

On night 19/20 Sep, a north-bound barge was sunk in LAMGBHAK BAY.
Heavy fire from small arms was encountered from the south side of
the bay and from NUGIDU Pcninsula.

An aitack was madc on an enemy Submarine in VITIAZ STRAIT
approximotely 20 miles south of ROOKS I The submarine, which was
on & course of 310 degrees, crash-dived and depth charges wWere

AIR = OWN :
BOGADIIM — DAUMOINA ROAD AND BOGADJIH AREA

On 19 Scp two Aircobras divc-bombed bridges ncar DAUMOINA and
strafed vehicles on the roads Onc bridge was destroyed, one
partially destroyed end five trucks werc probably destroyed by
strafing.

On morning 20 Scp, eight Fortresscs and twenty-threc kMitchells
bombed and strefed the road, bridges, ccmps and villages at the
southern end of the roads Two bridges werc destroycd, onc
probably destroycd and near missces werc scorcd on five othcrs. At
YAUIA hits werce scored by strefing on 15 to 20 threc ton trucks,
the road was severcly damaged end huts were destroycds

At the same time, twelve mitchells bombed ERIMA Plantotion
(Just north of BOGADJIM), the mouth of the GOGOL River and the
Jetty at BOGADIIMe A dircet hit was scored on & werchouse at
ERIMA, two bargces were destroyed and o bridge partially destroycd
at the mouth of the GOGOL River and a2 portion of the BOGADIIM
Jatty was demolishcd by three dircct hits.

BARGE SEARCH .

On 20 Sop twelve Mitchells scarched for barges in the MADANG
arca and at BILI BILI I. One smxll barge cnd & jetty were hit at
BILI BILT I, hits werc scored on & bridge over the GUM River znd in
capps end dumps at JOwcA, JABOB and BILI BILI I

WEWAK AREA :

On morning 20 Sep, scven Liberators bombed BORAN cirfields
Several fires were _s%artcd and o direct hit was scored on one
grounded aircrafts B8even cnemy fightera intercepted, two of which
were destroyed without losse. At the seme time 2 squadron of

not yot cveilcble, but escorting fighters rcport hits scored on
the strip.
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INTERGEPTION NADZAB AREA

Siztecn Ln.ghtninvs whkile re‘buminp' to basc after providing
top cover for Tibcro tcr attocking W’WA.K were intcrcepted by

sixteen gnemy Tirhicrs in the NADZAB arce o approximatoly 11L5. --u'a

Threc cnemy righters werc destroyed and onc probably.
dcetroyeds Ore Lighining wes lost but the pilot p'u:"'zchutod ovor
MADZAB and is belicved E‘"fCo

AIR = ENBEMY

1 .Barly on 20 Sep, an eucmy aircreft dropped t#o bombs at the
mouth of the BUNGA R, cousing no damage or casunltios.

‘bombeds No detsils are vaﬂablca

* Shortly beforc: midd{*y, tvo of the btr:l.ps 2t NADZAB were

BART IT

a

IDENTIFICATIONS
PW ceptured et AR on 13 Sep is reported to be from 11 Coy 3 Bn

238 Rogks

g gave the following informtipri 3

(a) HQ 238 Rugt, 1 ond -3 Bus plus 5 Coy arrived LAE in
;;ugust.

(b) The remmdar of 2 Bn in the mddle of Aug was

'cO;,r a2t PINSCHHAFEN
cuy at GALI and SIO
f‘av 2t .—a.IB?'ISHuFD‘f\

M~ O\,

..(c) 1 :0C0 men f‘rom 239 Rest wewc worhln;'on cirfield and L
raadse. SIEXISHAPEN. . © _ o o

’d) The remainder of 239 -5 Regt were on road and bridv..
constructior work between WEWAK cnd’ HEADANG. -

(e) ’I.’wo battelions 237 Rest were working on cirfields at -

An 1dent1f1cat,.on o 6 Coy 238 Rezt was’ obtﬂmcd in the
IAE erea in Sepe .

——

! - Lt-col

.8igned at 2355 nhrs o GS
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3 Al 1 AUST CORPS DATLY INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY NO 45
(Information to 2000K/19)

Ref Maps : 1/25,700 series
1 inch {0 1 mile series
MADANG 8irat

PAR? T
QPERATIONS

1. LAND ~ OWN _AND ENEMY
{ AUST DIV .
Shortly after midday on 18 Sep, 2/6 Indep Coy and B Coy PIB left

BANGAN for KATAPIT, but no reports of progress have yet been receiveds
25 Bde has moved to the MUNUM WATERS - YALU area.

WAMPIT FORCEH

G Coy 2, Bn has established a forward base at TARI, and on 48 Sep
ratrols pushed on towards LABU l. Fresh Japanese fooiprints were found
on the track to TARI, and also stores and documentse

The Jepanese defensive position at MARKHAM Point was found to consist
of strongly built pillboxes, capable of holding a total of 250 men.

An air raid shelter had been madse 42 fcet underground and many booby
trops had been leid in thc area.

o AUST DIV
Barly on 18 Sep, 30 to 35 enemy attacked C Coy 15 Bn position near
LABU 1. Thirteen of them were killed and the remainder withdrew. C Coy
later reported its area clear of the enenye There was a second minor
gztack near B Coy position at LABU 3, when a further ninc enemy were
1lade

BENA FORCE

A native constable reports that an cenemy party arrived at OLD DUMPU
on night 15/16 Sepe Our patrol sctivity continues in all arcase

2« AIR - OWN

FINSCHHAFEN M : ) ‘

On 19 8ep 12 Mitchells and nine Marauders bombed HELDSBACH lisaion,
FINSCHHAFEN girficld, KAMLOA, SATANKAUA Villegc arca, KAKAKOG, KOLE:,and
HOLEQAe All arcas werc thoroughly strefcd. The attacks arc reported
to be accurate and fires, explosions and much Bmokc Wer: 5cche

- 8ix of the above circraft carried .out a barge scarch from SI0 to
" PINSCHHAFEN. Two typc YA" barges were attzckcd necar GNEISENAU Point
' and a 30 £t launch off 8I0s. No hits wcre scoreds

%@ GLOUGESTER L :
. Twenty-four Liberators and twelve Foriresses bombed both airfields and

the -dump areas at CAPE GLOUCESTERe fits were scored on the runways and
denee black smoke was obscrved from the woodcd section of the main dump

arcas
EART IJ
3« PERSONALITIES _
CUC 51 Div, Lit~Gen NAKANO Hidemitsu, is reported by a PW to have dica
of malaria af BATAMAUA. His suceessor, according to another PW, is Lt-
Gen OKAMOTO, Yesugi. This officer previously commanded 51 Depot Dive

4. IIENTIPICATIONS
According to a PW, 77 Inf Rogt is still in KOREA. This inforrAation
suggestas that the third regt of 27 Div in NEW GUINEA is 78. (79 and 80
Regts have already becn identificds

. i . .
8igned at 235 hours ; /A',‘,&-:’ =

Distribution as for Summary No 1.
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1 _AUST CORPS ILY INT IGEN SUMM NO
’ {information to 2000K/18)

Ref Maps 3 1/25,000
i inch to 1 mile series

, OPERATIONS [AE Strat
LAND ~ OWN AND ENEMY

On 17 8ep shortiy arier midday a patrol from US Parachute Regt

-£rom YALY made contact with the enemy in a position at 605527 and

inflicted some casu~liies. On the same day extensive patrolling
by 2/16 Bn in the mountainous couniry between the upper BUMBU and 1
the BUSU revealed no sign of the encmy and reoorts from local !
natives confirm this. Poireols have a2lso been setive in the BOANA ‘
a1rg8.e

2/6 Ind Coy is now cc the wesi sice of the LERON at 994729 with
patrols formard to SANGAN, No cnemy troops have been mets

South of the MARKFAN vari of 15 Bn reached IABU I (643375)

" shortly after midnighi 16/3i7 Ser and sent patrols up the right

bank of the rivere The remzindcer of the batoalion was disposed

~ along the coast from LARU T to SUGARLOAF. The onemy has

abandoncd his positions 2t HARKHAM P0INTs A potrol from C Coy :
2} Bn passed through them on 17 Sep ond woved on towords LABU I. ‘;

BENA FORCE ‘

The following infermation has becn rccecived Ifrom HEW GUINEA
Foree

Reliable natives repert that the ernemy is moving from the
RAI Coast and the Uppor MARKHAM to thc FAIAPIT arca, that small
bodies of the cnenmy are ccmped in the bush in the vieinity and that
they heve armed nztives potrolling the HARKHAL

S8EA ~ OWN
On night 17/16 dep two north-bouna barges leden wiil troops

were attacked off the TEWAE T { I8 %298}, One was sunk and the
other set on fire and possibly sunk. Heavy firec was cncountercd

- from 75 mm guns and MGe oan the shors, dut nc domnge was susteineds

AIR ~ OWN

FINSCHHAVEN AREA , _

On i8 Sep, B8:x Herauders bowvbed duildings and & possible store
Zump at HELDSBAGH Xission and three Xorauders bombed the
FINSCHHAFEN arcas. Tha bombeng is rcported accurate. BPuildings at .
HEIDSBACH wore destroyed and fires werce etarted in both tepgot arens.
At about the scme time eight Bostons accurately bombed and strafed
the TAMI IS.

" EATAPIT

Thrae Alrcobras strofed and set on Lire huts in theo villnge oreo.

BARGS SEARCH

8ix Beaufighters on barge secrch ncar TAILASEA strafed four smell
veasels and three barges in the vicinity of CAPE HOSKINSs Two
vaessels anc twe barges werc sc¢t on firc and others wera damageds

PR s

f m AR T T
- Lt-col
GS

8ignod et 0/3 0 hrs {9 Sep

Distribution 8 for Surmnry No 1:
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" L_AUST CORPS DAILY INTELLIGENGE SUHMARY NO 43
(Information to 2000XK/17) .
Ref Maps 3 1/25,000 series

PART I
oP IONS

- e,
[ ] L - N B T

CAPTURE OF IAE

8one further ds%aila of the events leading up to the capture of -IAE
on 16 Sep are now available.
25 Bde of 7 Aust Div advancing from the NW overcame resistance in

‘the approaches to the town and forward troops entered LAE about middaye

Following an air bombardment 9 Aust Div attacked from the easts With
the close support of artillery 2k and 26 Bdes made rapid progress and
entered the township area. Contact with 7 Div was made about 4330 hoursg.

In the closing steges, enemy resistance weakencd and much eguipment
was abandoned by the garrison. Somec groups appear to be meking their
way north in an attcmpt to escapcs

{ AUST DIV

On morning 16 Scp, while 2/3 Bn and 2/33 Bn attacked cnemy positions
a fow hundred yards west of COX'S Road Camp, 2/25 Bn syung out to the
right and then continucd the advance towards LAE. keanwhile 2/2 Pnr Bn
moved forwerd from the north bank-of thce MARKHAKe Shortly after midday
formard elements of 2/25 Bn were in ILABe After ovcrcoming the resistance
near COX'8, 2/3 eand 2/33 Bns occupicd the IAE airficld in the carly

_aftcrnoons

The cnemy suffercd heavy casualties in attempis to halt the advance
of 25 Bde down thc ARKHANM VALLEY Roads Large dumps and many discardced
weapons were found by our troops.

At the end of the day dispositions of 25 3dc werc: Bde HQ north cnd
of airfield; 2/3% Bn and 2/2 Par Bu south cnd of field; 2/33 Bn
JACOBSENS; 2/25 Bn EMERYS.

Tate on 16 Scp, = batialion of thec US Parcchuic Regit on the BUMBU R
was 5t111 holding ¢ 'strong position ot 592530 Somc cncmy woerce rcported

. to be moving up the track which runs NW slong the rivers

On thc eftcrnoon of the same day, HG 21 Bdo 2nd 2/16 Bn were ot YALU
end 2/1L Bn was pessing through CikP DIDDY.

2 AUST DIV

On morning 46 9cp, precccded by sn air bombardment ~nd supportcd by
artillery 24 Bdo =nd 26 Bde (less 2/24 Bn) mrdc 2 co-ordincted attack
on LAE from the e2st nnd NE. No opposition was met ond our troope quick=~
1y advenced to, =nd cntered the towns 2/43 3n then moved to VOCO Point
and 2/32 Bn through IAE propers

Ieter, HQ 24 Bde wos established at 693392 and HQ 26 Bde at 697394,
with tho battalions concentroted in the genercl LAL areas There wos no
change in 20 Bde dispositions. :

2/2l; Bn moved north on 16 Sep ond reached the BANKWEP R north of its
Junction with the BUSU.

5 AUST DIV ‘
A poatrol of 15 Bn occupicd IABU 3 on 16 Sop, whilc snother renched
the western edge of the swomp at 585280, The cnemy pocket at MARKHAM

Eﬁiln_f. JFFN s8t11l holding out,

On morning 16 Scp, scventeen Liberators bombed dumps in vicinity of
the sirfield ot ALEXTISHAFEN. In the ILAR arce,in addéition tc the attocks
by mediwm £nd light bombers already reported, twelve Fortrasses bombed

CHINATOWNe. Densc smoke, cxplosions and probably fusl fires resultcd.
FINSCHHAFEN was also cttacked.

BARGE SEARCH .
Barly on'17 8ep, Bix Litchells sgarched £or barges botwesn RFISS

“Point ond LANGEMAK BAY. One berge in WALDE BAY was demtged ond villegss

elong the coast were strafede

AIR = ENEMY -
At 2215 hrs 16 Scp, tw> 2ireraft droppseC bombs north of HOPOI =nd in
the sea five milgs south of BULU. No drmtge wos reparteds
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' Up to date, 7 and 9 Aust Divs have reported a totel of 830 onemy
- killeds It is estimoted that when the full count is made ihis
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_ _ SECRET
1 AUST GORP8 DATLY INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY NO 12

7 (ih?omation to 2000/16)

Bef ¥aps t 1/25,000 Series
") ineh to 1 mile WAGO

PERATIONS

Y¢ QAPTURE OF TAR

LA® wae daptured early in the afterncon of 16 Seps No
detailed information of the present location of the brigades of
7 and 9 Aust Dive nor of the sequence of events leeding up to the
capture of LAB is yet availables

The operations on 15 Sep were briecfly as follows 3

2 AUST DIV

In the comstal sector 24 Bde continued its advance. At first
1ight 2/28 Bh ¢aptured an enemy position about three hundrad yards
waest of MATAHANG ANCHORAGE and then moved on to 71139i». In the
afternoon 2/32 Bn oocupied MATAHANG MISSION,

20 Bde completed the crossing of the BUSU and by late

~ afternoon had occupied the sBouth end of MALAHANG eir strip and the

wastern approach to it.

Purther north 26 Bdo after olearing recistance in the bridge~
hsad area bogan to move south and 2/23 Bn oecupicd the SAWMILL
without opposition shortly before midday. Later 2/48 Bn passed
through and by 1700 hrs were on the north ond of tho MALAHANG air
strip, which was thus completely in our hands, In the same
aftornoon 2/23 Bn reachad 694426 with patrols forward to 690426,

AUST DIV
The advance down the HARKHAM VALLEY Rd was continuced and part

‘of 2/2 Pnr Bn movaed down the north bank of tho MARKHAM towards iis

mouthe

Barly in tha day, a battalion of the US Parachute Regi made
contact with & large number of enemy on the BUMBU R track &t
592530, Hard fighting took placo end enemy casualties so far
reported total L5.

HQ 21 Bda and part of 2/16 Bn werc at MACS CGAMP and 2/l Bn
moved towards BOANA.

5 _AUST DIV

On 15 Sep, two companies of 15 Bn rogainced conteet with tho
enemy ratraating north from BALAMAUA, 2nd occupicd a spur running
east from SUGARIOQAF, Onc platoon pucheod on towards IABU LAGOONs

AIR = OWN

On 16 Sep several ettacks wore made on LAEs AMarauvdors bombod
WBEBS, seven Mitchells bombed and strafed EMERYS &and rine Bostons
bombed and strafed ths CHINATOWN Defcence Areto

[ o A RE=
- ILit-col
a8
gigned at Njfﬂ hrs

Distribution ag for Sumnary No l,
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1 AUS? CORPS DAILY INTELLIGENCE SUMBARY" O 11 . S
. (Information to 2000K/15)"
Ref Maps 3. 41/25,000-serice

PART T
OPERATIONS

CORRECTION3

“The fourth sub~para headed "LAB" of para 1, Swmary No 10, is
canocllled and the following is substituteds _

It appears possible that the cnerny may make an attempt to
withdraw a part of his force from LAEe IT this is attempted it
would further appcar thet hoe will march his wretchod mon across
the mountains to SI0.

LAND = OWN and ENEMY .
9 AUST DIV ’ .

in the coastal sector increased opposition wes mot by 24 Bde on 44
Sepe The ddvance was however continucd and our forward troops arc now
only 1000 yards east of thoc BUMBU Rs

on the coestal track itself 2/28 Bn encircled and captured strong
cnemy positions at MALAHANG anchorage and moved forward to 7133%H .

In the centre, 2/32 Bn moved NW from 726394 and capfured a villege
at 746399« Tho advance was continucd and the battalion has occupicd
the track Junction 717400

2/L3 Bn on the right attacked cnemy strong points at the crossrocds
748406, Details are not yet available. _

on 44 Sep also, 20 Bdo rcached: the BUSU R near the mouth and 2/15
Bn crossed and moved to NiW Y..NGi.

In 26 Bde arsa the crossing of the BUSU by the rest of 2/2l; Bn wes
postponed till dark owing to cnemy iG firc in enfilade on the bridge.
The erossing was however completed during night 14/15 Sep.

Near the junction of the SANKWEP and the BUSU 2/L Indep Goy reported
that 900 Japancse were moving Worth at 697513

{ AUST DIV

on 15 Scp 25 Bde, following up its successes of the previous day,
continued %o advence on LAE and by midday had captured EDWARDS. Bde
HQ has moved forward to HEATHS.

Encmy casualties to date sre estimated at 300, and much cnemy equ-p-
ment was capturcd at HEATHS on 1l Sep, some of i% 8till in its packing.
On 413 Sep a patrol from the US Parachute Rcgt, with a smll detach-

ment of PIB made contact with enemy strong points on the BOANA tracks

‘8ix hours horth of CAMP DIDDY.

At NADZAB, londing of HQ 21 Bde and 2/iL Bn was completed on 15 Scpe

VAMPIT FPORCE

During night 413/44 Sep, the sound of lsunch engines was heard east of
KARKHAM Pointe
The next day patrols to within 200 yards of the enemy position at

568432 saw no movement.

5 AUST DIV

on 1L Bep part of 15 Bn moved by barge up the coast and, in the afier-
noon, landed unopposed at 6324. A Coy has moved to within a few hundred

‘yards of the BJUSSI R with C Coy in the area 641 2,

AIR =~ OWN

WEWAE AREA

On morning 15 Sep 21 Liberators accurstely bombed BORALL and WEWAK air-
fields. Four grounded aircraft were destroyed and large fire and ex-
plosions were seens Qur vombers were intercepted by a large number of
enemy fighters, reported by one squadron as at least 70. The bombers
claim to have destroyed 39 enemy Tighters and to have probably destroy-
ed 13, whilet Lightnings providing close cover destroyed nine and pro-~
bably destroyed one. Several Liberators were damaged but all returned
to base safelys. One Lightning was lost but the pilot bailed out and is
believed safee
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. the Japanese at SALAMAUA.
Btrong..
" battalion when it arrived at h‘UBO on 17 Jun as 552-
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On the same day eight Fortresses bombad CHINATOVWN. Hits were s8cored
on bulldings and large axploaions were.sgen, but detailed observation

.was prevented by clouds One Fortress is misaing.

BARGE _ SEARCH

On morning 15 S8ep 23 Mitchells bombed and strafed a dump at BOGADJIM
and searched for barges from ALEXISHAFEN along coast to FINGCHHAFEN,
thence to CAPE GLOUCESTER and BORGEN BAY. .Fourteen barges were destroyed
end the dump at BOGADJIM was left in flames,

PART IZ
@E@ GASUALTIES )

The following stat‘emcnt by a W recenﬂy captured in the mmxmm R
area gives an indication of the high rate o.f.' casualtiea auffered by .

PW stated hb belonged to 2 Bn 66 Regt which left SAIMAIIA 9 Sep 130
& strength return captur'ed early in. Jul gave the strength-of- thié

M—-’" '

L Lt-col
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PART 1
OPERATIONS

1. TAND -~ OWN AND ENEMY
9 AUST DIV -

The speed of . the advance towards IAE has increased and ene
resistance appears to be weakenings In the coastal sector 2/z0
Bn, after patrol ections during night 13/l Sep, continued their
forward move. Some opposition was met and two enemy positions
wers capturcds By last light 13 Sep our troops had reached the
dump area 721392 and were 8till advancings In both tha attacks
during the day the enecmy broke and fled aftor suffering .
casualtiess Toital gnomy killled by this battalion was 29.

In afternoon 13 Sep 2/L43 Bn, with strong artillery support,
captured NEW YANGA and moved on to 727406s FEarliy on lh Sap
2/17 Bn also crossgd tho BUSU. '

- Besides supporting the infantry at NEW YANGA, our artillery
put down harassing firc on cncmy etrong points at IAE and
.., registered on positions at the north end of MATAHANG strip and at
the sawmill 7CLle .

To the north, in 26 Bdc area, A bridge wes constructed across
the BUSU during night 12/13 Sop £nd two companics of 2/2l Bn
crossad against oppositions Mopping up in thoe bridgehecd arena is
in progressa.

Z.AUST DIV
On 13 Sop a patrol of 2/2 Par Bn recched the MARKHAM R4 at

612133 Earlior in tha dey visusl commnication with WAMPIT Force
wag ostablishad.

By 1500 hrs 1l Scp WHITTAKERS, HiATHS and VERNONS wora captured
by 25 Bde with few casualticse Reportoed concmy killod up to night
13 Sop.wore 100.

WALPIT FORCE o
- The cnemy at MARKHAM PT arc nov contained in & defensive
' . - perimeter 100 by 300 yards ebout 568432« This position 18
' surrounded by ocur troopge

In tha BUANG R arca a patrol from 24 Bn rcached 2 point within
1500 yds of tho shorc just north of the river mouth, but
withdrew aftor ongoging e strip eclong the coest with mortar firce

LAE

From lata mossages it is apporent that the cnomy has boon
withdrawing from LARE. This move may bhave boon-in: progroes
for the ladt four.bo five ‘days.’ .Troeps.wsre to. march ..
wyorland via MAFAMBIL R and. IIOKX t0°8I0« -1 . . .

5 AUST DIV

Pursuit of tho cnomy north from SALAMAUA was continucd on
13 Sep, 2nd only slight opposition was cncounteredes Forward
troope of 15 Bn now hold thc river crossing at 658093, threc miles
north of MATOQIQ, with thc rest of the battalion moving upe Part
of 47 Bn is on %ha coastel track a half mile west of BUSAMA. Adv
HQ 29 Bde ie at BUKUAP 2.

Four guns, inocluding two 155 mm, were found in the BUKUAP
area but all haod boon rondored unscrvicoabloe
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The following is an extmct from a messago, dated 5 Scp
which was sent by & company conmandcr' of 1 Bn 66 Regt to nis.
COo

o areg planning to cut thc supply and conmunica*ion :
1ino of tho onomy ot tho roar of CHARLRY HILL +« '« o and °
~also, Bhould the wind. blow favoumbu to ua, e, will sot”

th.e enemy positions on firo's R _ .
3- EVAGLIAQION OF &I&H_Ag& R :
" A»mnvement ordor captured by 7 Aust Div taday ShoWS’ that .
L , (a) . ‘l‘ho following units were to move from BALAMMI&
L to LAE on 15 Ben, using eight bar-g;es s
. A o ‘Deta.chmont of 3 3n 21 cht

= .y’ - 2 Fd Hospltal
T 15 Fd Pom Pom Coy
20 Fd Pom Pom' Coy -~

SRR - .' " Naval Troops , )
(b) ° ~ Those unsble to’ boord the bargcs wora ‘to mmh
ovcrland- - - : T -
AT '_(q)"'_' 8ix to aight bargcs werc to bc usod ff,.. mmmtiona
- eTery. nigh’ti fmm :u; Sena. PR e
- e - _‘ .j * . . = :
" e ke s
x:- .;.;‘-:.,_ .;_ . . 7- L. - . -, - . - ..ﬁ-_""_/-‘_’.— Lt-—ﬂol
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1 AUST CORPS DATLY INTELLIGENCE SUMEARY NO O
(Information to 2000K/3) -
Ref Meps § 47/25,000 Series
PART I

LAND .= QWN BL
UST DIV.
On the afternoon of 12 Sep the enemy positions ait OLD.YANGA were
géptured and forward elements of 2 Bde are now advaneing towards the
UMBU Re
At KUiDA Bridge, 2/4 Indep Coy- ambushed three parties of Jjapcnese,

killing six and dispersing the rest:

our artillery was active during 42 Sep, putting down harassing flPB-

'on enemy positions on:the MATAHANG and LAE airlquGSe

AUST DIV

on 42 Sep after a aharp engagenent the cnemy was driven from two of
his positions at WHITAKGERS Plantation by 2/25 Bn. Casuaitics were in-
flicted and sone equipment was captured.

HQ 25 Bde and 2/33 Bn moved further down the road to _;691+92 and cre
troop ‘of 54 Bty was in position at 555528 in support cf 2/25 3n. 2/31
Bn and the second troop of 54 Bty arc comcentrated in the NADZAB: arca.

On the same day 3 Bn of the US Parachutc "Rogt arrived et !ALU froa
MUNUM and patrols moved down the BUNHBU R. No report has yeci-bden
reocivods

Patrols of 2/2 Pnr Bn down the.HaRKHaM fo 583434 and to MARINSERA
WATERS Crcok were unable. to meké contact wiih the cncimy. One company
is now at track junction 584433

WAMPIT FORGE

The Jepanese ambush position at 5684341, which was unsuccessfully
ettacked on 44 Sep, was occupied without opposiftion the Ffoilowing
morning by G Coy Bne Qur troops in the area had tu adGvanee through
minefieldss -

Recpnnaissance aireraft on afterncon 12 Scp rcported 4O io 50 lakatois
(native outrigger esnoes) beached on the north bank of the thKhﬂH
between LABUIs and 620420,

5 AUST DIV

The capture of SATAMAUA snd the surrounding area has been comploted
and the remnnants of the cenemy force arc unow in full retreat aleng the
coastal track from MALOLO. On the morning of 412 Sep tilc Perninsula was
ocoupied by a company of 42 Bn without oppositiovr and 15 Bn seized the
high ground around KELA. After overcoming some resistencc it cdvanced
to 71 7038.

During night 11/42 Sep the enemy withdrsw from the well prepared
positions he held from 720041 to 702006 mnd at first light 12 Sep,

2/7 Bn toaok up the pursuit end regeined contzet on the line NEW WANABU-
ONE TREE HILI~ASINI. The Bn attacked end drove back tho cnemy who
withdrew to the NW.

During the day 58/59 Bn moved up on the left and seized the high
ground just North of ONZ TREE HILL. In the coastel arca,onc coy of
42 Bn joined 15 Bn South of MISSION Point, while 2 and 5 Bns 162 US Regt
remgined in occupation of the genersl orca SATAMAUA oirfield and the
shore of BAYERN Bay. A fow stray cncny only were found and rmch equip-
ment was capiurcds :

AalR = OWN
WEHAK AREA
On morning 43 Bep sixiecen Liberators vombed DAGUA a2irfield and five

Iiberators the airfield at BUTs Iarge fires and cxplosions werc observed
aMammmmwmogﬂwnnmmﬂwwemmﬂﬁbmﬂmonmemwm.

A -8pall number of enemy fighters interccepted, The bombers claim -
nine enemy fighters probably destroycd and fificen Lightnings providing
cover for this attack deetroyed throc norcs

LAE ARRA '

During the afternoon twelve hitchells ecccurately bombed and strafed
TABRI and tho track Wost towards MARKHAK Points
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On 13 Scp eight Thundevbolts intorccpted an unknown -number of enemy
. aireraft-40 miles NW of MARILINAN: One enemy bomber and onc fighter
i woere destroyeds - S ' ‘ ,

" AIRCRAFT ON RECCE L
One Fortress bombed FINSCHHAFENe
3 4IR = ENEWY , T
-~ TLator repsris of the attack by twelve bopbers on our gun ypositions
near the mouth of BUREP R on 42 Sop show that our itroops sustained
.8omo casurltles and that- some equipment wes desiroyed or damageds -
A pelisble report states that the cnemy intends using land mines
in the LAE areas : - T

8igned at//J 0 hre
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L " PART T I _ '
X .- © . .. OPERATIONS
1o IAND - OWN'AND ENEMY
Q9 AUBT DIV @ -
On 11 Sep 2/28 Bn enlarged the bridgehcad across the BUSU R and
patrols moved west along the coast. In the actions by this batéalion
9 and 10 Sep, at least 111 Japanesc were killed, and <same HMG8 and
11 IMGS were captureds :
Using two punts attached to a repe 2/43 Bn crosacd the BUSU on
11 Sep and next day moved west of thc YANGA track to 734L06.:
Resistance in the OLD YANGA plantation arca was overcome and the
battalion is now advancing towards NEW YANGA.
There arg indications that the enemy has strong positiona at
734427 and also in the MATAHANG anchorsge arcae
Attempts by 26 Bée to cross the river further north hnve boen '
_ prevented by MG and morter fire, :
- _‘ 20 Bde, which ip being rclicved by 4 Bde, is now moving weat

L

T oA DT e T Pr RS T e TUNTRENE L L L TR AR, T

from the BIJBO to come into divisionsal reserve in tho BUREP R arocg. .
Naval forces operating off IAE on night 10/11 Scp wcre fired
on by threa 6 inch guns from the P TUNAHAN arca.

Natives inm the aroa of our occupetion are gradually rotmiug -

to their villeges. . Many of thoem had recently beon in LAE, and
these statcd that no local natives wore working for the J‘apaneso,
but that boys from RABAUL, MADANG cnd tho SEPIK wore being uacd to
unload atorce from submerings.

According to the natives, the sapznese move out of IAR at
night to avoid our bombing. Thcre werg meny Malays and Chinosg of
both sexes in the timber NW of MATAHANG.

[ AUST DIV

During 11 Sep D Coy 2/25 Bn nz'lm.aipcﬂ contact with the encmy
et JENSONB and inflicted & number of cosunlticss

Thao rcreindor of the battelion hos movcd 8% down the road to
554528, with 2/33 Bn and HQ 25 Bdo at YALUs Patrols of 2/33 Ba

‘ wore on tho BUMBU Re

3 Bn of the US Parachuto cht, under cormnnd 25 Bda has noved
to MUNUM £rom NADZABe

Iato on 11 Scp a patrol of 2/2 Pnr Bn cncountercd an cnomy
part% t;:!.t 572437 and inflieted cosunlticss The batielion 18 now
at 5694

ug Parachuta Regt patrols to C.iP DIDDY and woest to the ERAP R
reported no signe of tho oncny.

WAMPIT FORCE

On efternoon 11 8ep at MARKGAN P, C Coy 24 Bn Bupportod by
mortars attacked the arbush position ot 568431. The cnemy moved
forword under our mortar fire and stoppod our edvence with MG fire
along clearad lancs.

Ietoer our troops, again supported by mortars, advanced to
567430 without oppositiono During the dey 95 cafunltics wora
inflictod on the cncmye.

. AUBT DIV

Enemy resistancc in the township arc~ of SAILAMAUA 18 at an
end and our troops now occupy tho oirficld and the ISPHU8. No
opposition was mot during the finel singes of our advance, and the
cnemy forcos cppeoar to have withdreza te the high ground on KEIA
HILL end 8W towards BUIRIS CREEXs Thore mey clSo ba Bome onony
loft on thce Psninsulae.
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On 11 Bep after a vepid advanco ‘from thcir position.on
BATAMATA sirfield B Coy 42 Bn occupiod the LATHSPS shortly aftar
niddays Other forward companiecs of 42 and 47 Bns crosscd the
FRANCIBGCO at first light and in the cerly aftarnocon 16 Pl of
42 Bn took over control of the ISTHMUS from B Coy, which then
movad on towards the forward slopes of KEIA HILL at 734017 _
on the left, 58/59 Bn and 2/3 Ind Coy attacked and caeptured.. .-
the ROUGH HILE 7198 after & hard fight.e At the same tinio~ 277 Bn
drove the cnemy from the foature known as the “HANDY 720008 -:-
The enony withdrow from SAVIGE SPUR and ARNOLDS CREST and :la
now in a wall prepared defonsivo Iinc from 72001t to 702006-

ﬁr‘A._R - omr

-:_ '\. - A PR

= onr mnrning 12 Sep 10 Liberators and 12 nortreaaes droppcd :
approximately 50 tons of bombs on DIDDYMAN'S, ELERY'S and ona - -
durp’ and defended area 900 yards NE of J‘ACOBSEN& Bombing of all
tgrgets was reportad accumtc but detailed rosults werg not - :
o) BOI"V‘Odc . .

SEARCH FOR_BARGES

On morning 12 So6p nine Kitchells scarched fop barges from
BAIDOR to ‘TANGEMAK BAYs No bargos were found.

.on aftornoon 12 Sep nino hitchells scarchod for barges from
BORGEN-BAY to CAPE BUSCHINGs These aircraft attacked three .to four
barges juat west. of CAPE GLOUCESTER and one barge loaded mith boxos
off I.AGUNEN P‘Ia All were either dcstroyed or (Lmageda

32 AIR = ENM _' ) t
- on- morning 12 Sep/diVe bombcrs, cacortcd by scven fightara
raided MOROBE. Preliminary reports stete that thore was some -

damge to two of our surfacc crafte Two of thd dive bombers were
Bhot domms : _

: At m:l.dday 12 bombcrs ineffectively attachod our gun positiona
noer the BUREP Re -~

P‘RRT IT

Capturad 51 Div ordefa éated 2. Jul at SAIABMIIK indicete that .
gzniv Fa Hospital with eaccomodation for 500, was at HOPOI on :

5e ENEMY EQUIPMENT |

~ On 6 Sap, #hen encrny guns shelled our positions naar. .
Amfghg;i GREST, twelve rounds only out of the fifty-six fired. .
explo

7 AR _ ."' R
Signed at @oU & hrs /3 Sip .cg{]i

DISTRIBUTION AS FOR SUMBARY NO L. -
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PART I
- y -OPERATIONS -
LAND .~ OWN AND ENENY :

9 AUST-DIV -

. The BUSU R is still rising -and hes held up the advance on LAE from
the easte On the left flank at the river mouth 2/28 Bn -is still holding
a bridgehead on tho west banke. This bridgehcad is bounded'by 740
Easting grid and 406 Northing grid. Oh 10 wep some encmy oprosition
was overeome and scveral strong points 500 “yards west of the river
were destroycde an cnemy counter-attack on the loft flank was repulsod
and 40 Japanesc were killeds 2/h43 Bn has not yet been able to cross the
BUSU. 2/32 Bn has moved up ond 15 now west of the BUREP R mouths

In the 26 Bde area in the ecntre there has been no change in the
dispositions, 2/2L Bn tricd unsuccossfully to cross in rubber boats on
afternoon 40 Scpe The boots were - swomped by the force of the current.

" Higher up the rivér 2/L Indep Coy has reached the Kunda bridge
(perhaps the onc marked at 675549 onc inch to ong milc series). Patrols
of C Coy PIB along the east bank of thc BUSU inflictcd easualtios on
an oncmy partye,

Adv HQ 9 Aust Div opcned ot 851450 : t midday 10 Scp and 2/17 Bn (in
divisional reeerve) is ot 774L47.
~ On night 10/11 8cp, cncmy mcdium artillery and A4 sheiled-the arca
aast of fthe BUREP R, causing no. damrgc or casu~ltics. There woas sSome
further shclling carly on morning 11 ch = 21so without effect,

. L AuUsT DIV

.0n 10 ‘Sep patrole. of 2/25 Bn moved to the’ foothills of the ATZERA
Rﬁngo but-no oncmy were secne The battalion wos thcn ot anU end HQ 25

* Bdc nnd 2/33 Bn at HUNUE,

During morning 41 -Sep D Coy ¢/25 Bn mede contret with an enemy forece
in the vieinity of JSNYNS and WHITAKERS Plantation, and inflictcd 30
cesunltics. EBucmy strength wns cstimnted at 200
~ 0n'10 Sop 2/2 Pnr Bn potrollcd down the north bank of thc'HARKHAh ‘fron
NARAKAPOR. .3 patrol :from the US Porachute Regt north of CAHP DIDDY,
which ‘rcturned on the aftornoon of the seme day,sew no sipgn of thc
CNCLY s

Early on 41 Scp, part of 2/4 Fd Rogt "rrivcd at YALU.

WALPIT FORCE

I~rte on 9 Scp 2n cncmy attoupt to reinforece: FARKHAK Point with troops
from L4BU 1 was turncd boeck by, iRG firce:

During 10 Scp our patrols werec active ana cngagcd thc cneny positions
with riflc grenades and 126G firce The cnery did not rcplye

5 AUST DIV

On 10 Bep despite heavy rain which resulied in flooded tracks, land-
Blides and a quick rise in the FRANCISCO R, 29 Bde and 162 US Regt
continued fo advance. During this advance the majority of enemy positions
ware by-passed and many dead and a great deal of equipment were found
abandoned, including one 405 mm, three 75 mm and onc 37 mm guns,

By ovoning 10 Sep 162 US Regt held SCOUT RIDGE at 752972 and 745963
and forward positions ncar the coast at 764973 and 760973, 15 Bn less
two coys was at 748965 with B Coy at 740969, C Coy had moved forward
to 748992, an advance of more than 2000 yards.

In the central arga enemy resistancc was guickly overcome and at
0830 hrs 11 Sep B Coy 42 Bn ecrossed the FRANCISCO R without opposition
and moved into the SATAMAUA airfield. The rest of- the Bn, at 1930 hrs

.10 Scp, was on & line Punning through NUK NUK from north at 935973 <o

south ot 726965,

A forward company of 47 Bn reached the FRANCISCO &t 730989 late on
10 Sep and the remainder of the Bn hcld the erca north and south of
KENNEDYS CROSBING.

In thc 15 Bde area, north of thc PRANCISCO, C Coy 58/59 Bn madc a
succeseivl attack on an cnemy position on 10 Scp and advaneed to
745000 An attack by 4 Coy of this battalion on the cncny at 720986
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fsiled but our troops later repulscd counter-attackss - ¥

Forwoard dispositions of 2/7 Bn.werss A and B Coys 718002, D Coy

LT 60014

SEA = - o | ' | :

PT boats operating in VITIAZ STRAITS on night 10/11 Scp sank thrac
barges and damnged onc more off-BLUCHER Point. It wns rcported that
heavy firoc waes encountercd from two 3 in guns st BLUCHER Point, one

two miles south of BLUCHER Point, and two othcr's thrce milos north of

FORTIFICATION Point.
) PART .IT

g -M}_r 00B- = LAND

Gaptursd documents reveal that thc following rcinforccmcnts of 51

:fDi.v WAro - at BABAUL1~ .

102 Regt . 472 )
115 Regt = 200 214 Julu%

of thsss some at "least arrived at LAE on: 3 Sep. Thelr strength is

SINGAU.F:. Plastation. '

*.The: following quotation 1s from a. rcporf by Ist Licut KISHI, Norio
to the: senior medienl officer 102 Rogt on 28 sug 433~

NTha total nutbar of the Remaining Unit, togather with k13 rspl" co-

ments is 472 mens The unit is stationed at EABAKAULe The billcting

‘area 15 in. sanitary c..ndition ~nd ths men are self-supporting,

patdents from ths Replacements is 52 men, kinlaria cases are in-~
] ereasing at present. " ,
_ Go g _
& nsmi'ning vait is compossd of "Left out of battle" peraonnel.-
EABAKA.UI. is the staging area for troops Ieaving RABAUL- ;

#

Signed ataa;fhrs 13 Siﬁ ] ’/ﬁ{-t"""‘”&' SAgiC i
T Lt-col
. a8

.;'tsntatively estimated -at 250, It 1s poBsible that & portion of these
- . reinforconcnts worc amongst those who flsd from our troops from

,'_Inmmmxm oN8 - .- .- B _ : _

‘There is slight evidcnfo that the unit Ml Buta:l.“ ﬁs in faet. ]
! MATZURU 2 GNIPs S X
GENEBAL S

Bupplying thcemsclves from their vegetable gardens Present numhar of
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PART I
OPERATIONS

9 _AUST DIV

During 9 Sep 2/28 Bn crossed the BUSU at the mouth in the facc of
some MG and 20 rm firc and by 18I0 hrs hod established a bridgehead
which they are now holding. Heavy rain fell during the'night 9/10
Seps This cezused the rivers to risc znd made povement on the tracks

- difficulft. The BUSU is now running deep end fast. 45 a result

2/L,3 Bn. is hold up on the east bank cbout 750406 until 2 crossing
con be effecteds -

In 26 Bde area, -to the north, 2/24 Bn at 713542 is searching for
suitable fording pleces, 3Bridging cquipment is being brought
forward end the remnindzr of the brigode is moving upa

2/l+ Ind Coy reached the BUSU about 700509 and continued to move
north up the loft banke Patrols from both brigodes maintained
contact along the cast hank of the river. U

2/17 Bn (less one coy) has moved to 771448 and is in divisional
I'eBOIVE. ‘ S . o .

On 9 Sep part of 2/12 Fd Regt effectively engaged enemy strong
points, ST

7_AUST DIV | . : o B
Advancing from YALU down the MARKHAM VATILEY Rd 2/25 Bn attacked

an enemy patrol.nezr WHITAKERS Plantetion (588463) on afternoon
10 S8epes No Further detzils are available. : .

. '2/33 Bn loft GABMATZUNG eorly on 10 Scp for MUNUH.

" Patreols of the US Parachute Regt to TALERANG -(191599) -and WAWIN
(237635) made no-contact with the enemy. 3 Bn of this Regt has
bean withdrewn from its defensive position oost of HADZAR and at
the road block, and is now concentrated at NADZiB. . -

WAMPIT FORCE |

-Qn 8 Sep B-Coy 24 Bn herassed the enemy ambush position near the
mouth of the BUANG R with morter firc.
On 9 Sep, in the MiRKHAM POINT arce, cctive patrolling continued.

‘5 AUST DIV

our troops penetrated the defences z2round SALAMAUA on 10 Sep after
o steady ndvance the previous day. Twice on 9 Scp the enemy. troops
broke ond fled, sbandoning equipment, when our forces attacked and
more thon 200 deed heve so far been counteds

On morning 9 Sep in the Goa=tal Secctor opposition ot the strong
enemy post on SCOUT RIDGE (740955) was overcome by 2 and 3 Bns
162 US Regt and a patrol north along the ridge to 743961 made nu
contacts EGG KNOLL (733961) and the spur to the east wore clso
occupicd by 1 Bn without resistonces

In 15 Bn area successful attacks were made on the same day on tho
eneny position =t 763964 and up SCOUT RIDGE to 748965. The cneny
was conmpletely surpriscd ond fleda

In early efternoon 10 Sep the advance was continueds Onc compony
of 15 Bn reached the knoll on SCOUT RIDGE at 753973 and then movcd
NE along the crest. another company moved from 7L3967 towards NUK NUK.

In two days, 47 Bn in the centre has cdvanced NE morce than 2000
yards, and A Coy at 730988 is now less thon 1000 yards from the
SALAMAUL stripe B Coy occupicd KENNEDYS CROSSING arez with D Coy at
725973« 4 successful attock on the feature at 720969 on 9 Sep
cleared the way for our troops.

North of the FRANCISCO R company attacks by 58/59 Bn were nede on
10 Sep at 718985 and 716003, while part of 2/3 Ind Coy moved towerds
the high ground south of 720008.

The enemy is reporied to have withdrawn from the constal aren
north of KALOIO on the morning o 9 Scpe
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(2)ESLIMATE OF ENEMY STRENGTH - - SATAMAUA<TAE 10 SEP L3
SATAMAUA |
Field troops LL70
Bas¢ troops 1450 -
- 5920

 Field troops’ " 4L50 . . N
. “ Bese -troops ' 2180 o . ' :
S — 6630 ’ -
Notes:s B Reported Irilled only heve been deducted the -
. -above figures will therefore ineclude an unlmown
number of casualtieés from air bomb:.ng, shell fire
and sickness.
.-} It is now considercd that the remainder of
- 80 Regt has not arr:wed at LAE, as was previouSIy
rcporteds
. (b )IDRNTIF ;GATIONS .

e . s
An"entry in a diary ‘tends to corfirm’ tha armva" of the gﬂh’ble ‘
of 238 Regt ot IAE ebout 25 Aug. . The commarier of this re
wes to arrive there about 22 aug. o
(c)DISPOSITIONS '

jident
preliminery examination of captured documenté gives the, .
following d:l.s;pos:l.tlons of units, possibly on 30 Jul :=-_ 2
- | o 5.:’.

30-Fa Pom Pom Coy . . : . :. AT

2 Coy 50 Fd AA Bn~ - -

. 8 Bty 14 Fd Arty Regt

S
’

. 2 By’ 5 Ind Med arty Bn (Less Deta chment. at s;uimma)
R Note :

s " 2 Bty 5 Ind licd arty Bn is thought to have.
four 155 mm how, one of whlch is at 3ALAMAUA.
MARKHAY VALLEY C

8,10 and 11 Coys 115 Regh.
Notec @

These cormanies are known to be much depletod
and possibly constituto the force thot was

stationed ot HEATHS and MARKHAM POINT )
FINSCHHAFEN

. 11 Coy 21 Rogte,

Lt-col
: GS 1 AuBt Corps
Signed at &/338 nrs [/ )’eﬁ
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(Information to 2QQQK/9)‘u

--: Ref Maps: 4/25,000 series.. -
' ) N 11 miie to 1 inch strat series

OPERATIONS

9 AUST DIV : .

By 1700 hrs 8 Sep, 2/28 Bn of 2L Bde reached the BUSU R near its
mouth. Small enemy parties -were met during the day but these offcred
no opposition. By the same timc in 26 Bde-arca to the north, 2/21,
Bn also roachcd the BUSU in thc area 71L6.

A latc message states that 2/28 Bn has erossed the BUSU and that
2/24 Bn is cxpccted to cross during night 9/40 Scp.

The cnemy at TAE is using one, possibly two, 155 mm guns to shell
our forward landing beachcs at the mouth of the BUREP R, ncar SINGAUA
Plant-tion and at APO fishling village. °

Patrols of 2/13 Bn to UKILIM (086396) and the BUKAUA arca (0940)
found an abandoncd Japancec camp with cight tents, two MMGB, 8 37 mm
gun, supplics and ammunition. ,

Natives roported that the cnemy had beon cvacuated by barge on L Scp,
the day of our landing at BULU Plantetion.

7/ _AUST DIV

buring 8 Sep-extensive patrolling was carried out by the US Parachute
Regt but no sign of the enemy was seen. The area covered included
CAMP DIDDY to the north, the MARKHAKN Valley Road to OLD MUNUM
NARARAPOR and to a point further down the MARKHAHM. Thers i8 also a
nortk-south patrol from MUNUN to CAMP DIDDY.

By evening 8 Sep B Coy,-PIB had established e standing patrol in the
CHIVASING area and rapor%ed that the natives were returning to their
viliages. No contact was made with the enemy.

NOTE: In Jun, natives led a Japanese party to CHIVASING and sur-
prised and killed one of our patrol officers. The natives in the
area at that fime were under enemy domination.

Part of 2/2 Pnr Bn is now at NARAKAPOR with patrols eaetwards to
the MAR¥HAM.

On 9 Sep 2/25 Bn has also moved east from GABHMATSUNG Mission and is
now established in the area OLD MUNUM - YAIi.

Landing of 2/33 Bn was completed on 9 Sep and the Bn is now at
GABMATSUNG Mission.

A section of S4 Bty 2/4 FA Regt is in position at 445547, near the
road block on the MARKHAM Valley Roads

WAMPIT Force

The enemy position at MARKHAM Point is still contained by C Coy
2l; Bn whose forwaerd positions are at 563433 and 563428 with a platoon
400 yazds further cast, Patrols arc active and the enemy position at
567431 has becn engaged with mortar fircs

~J-AUSE-DIV

On 8 Sep A Coy 47 Bn made an unsuccessful attack on the enemy position
at 712965, Fourtcen Japanese were killcd. C Coy occupicd an enomy
position at 748959 and cxploited to 720963,

In the coastal area thse eastorn ond of LOKANU SPUR was capturcd by
A Coy 15 Bn.

Oon 9 Scp L2 Bn finally drove the cnomy from CHARLEY HILL (7295) end
oceuplicd the feature shortly befors midday.

BENA Forcec

A patrol which penctrated to the head of the BOGADJIM road at W(0)7566
rcported coolics at work under Japanesc oversccrse About 80 Japancse
wore sccn ncar the roadheads

Strong cncmy patrols arc constantly moving in the foothills north of
tho RAMU R. -

"TSILI_TSILI Forcc : )

A patrol from INTOAP (approximotely six miles west of SANGAN) made
contact with a BENA Forcc patrol at ARAU (1Q6377) on 4 Scp. No cnemy
Were 506Gl
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2. AIR - OWH
BARGE SEARCH . .
.- On aftcrnoon- 9 Scp,. nino Hitcholls searchcd for bargos from SIO
to: LANGEMAK . Bay. One barge in WALDE"Bay was bombed and sirafed without
rosult and one:barge of£-REISS-Point wes strafed and belioved sot on i
firo. Buildings at FORTIFICATION Point and native huts at BONGA were :
strafods _ _
3¢ AIR - ENEMY R
Early on 8 Sep, Bix Bettys escortod by five Zekes dropped bombs
in the-arca around the mouth of the BUREP R There was no- damage or

casualtios. : L
~-+In the evaning, throc enemy aircmft bombed tha aroa. 021;0, but S
cauaed no damage. o _ , o
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PARCI ¢ .. w0 T
OPERATIONS '

I.un}— O/l AND ENEKY

9 AUST prv o SN
"~ During 7 Sep 26 Bdec moved NW along the BUREP R and-on'-8- Sep
Bwung wost at approximately 750180. By 1600 hre 2/24 Bn was af °
720470, with 2/23 Bn at 73477, 2/L Ind Coy, under command 26 Bde,

is moving NW from 748493, - ' -

Small partias-of encmy were encountered on both banks of the
BUREP during the move up the river on 7 Scpa

2/17 Bn ( 20 Bde ) has moved further NW end is now at 812488,

Advancing west along the coast from the BURED R, clcments of
2y Bde arc ncw within a mile of the BUSU. .Dis§osition3fof
fgrgggfégns at 1600 hrs 8 Scp werc 2/28 Bn at 761413 and 2/43 Bn
a ) > o .

A Scction of 2/12 Fd Regt landed at the .mouth of tho BUREP

The £irst cnemy attcmpt to shell our advancing troops was made

- at 0830 hrs 8 Scp, when a gun in IAE fired iwo rounds into the

arca 80i13%. ‘ . =
A patrol of 2/13 Bn icached HOPOI air. strip on-7 Scp without
Beccing any encmy, “They reported that the strip apgcarchugeaple

- exeept for tail Iunai gross. _ o

L _AUST DIV . : T

on "mf)rni'lg 7 Sep HQ 7 Aust Div opcned &t Ll05L7. Defensive .
Positions covering thc NADZAB sirip nave. now boen established by
the US Parachuze Regte. - %hc Regiment -i8 now-disposed 3 1 Bn to the
west, 2 Bn to tha porth with a.detociment forvard at MACS CAMP,
and 3 Bn o The cagi, with ono”company'néar-thc-blbck.constructqd
on ?-_S;cp cn tho HARKEAL VALLEY Rd. Patrols to thk: cast hava
reached the iing NiIBESXAPOR ~ OLD MUNUL without nzking contact
wita thz enomya

2/2 Par Br reachcd BADZAB during 7 Scp and is now in a
Dosition betweoon 1 and 2 Bns of the Parachuin Regts

Alr rceonncicscnce on worning 8 Scp rovecalced no movement at
HEATHS or along tho MHARSEAL VALLEY R4 %0 YALU.

Iending of HQ 25 Bde and 2/25 Bn at NADZAB was completed
during afternoun 8 ScDps - L. -

" WAMPIT FORCE

No changn. A repert has beecn received that o HMG was firing
from HEATHS during nirnt 6/7 Scp and not'z hoavy gun 28 previously

stateds

5 AUST DIV

A
The siitugtion is unchongoda

ATR = OWIT

&

ARLA

On rorning 8 3cp, fourteen Liberators and ton Fortrescos
bombod DIDIVILMN'S and arce Wi of LAE runway, ten Fortresses end throa
karauders berbed CHINATOWN, Bix Liberators bombed dump. and defended
area 500 yards ¥E of JACOB3EN'S ond four Earyauders bombod WEBRB'S.
at CHINaTCWN lerge czplesicns worc scen and Boveral buildings wore
destroycd> Explcsiont and fires wore obderved ot WEBB'Se Ofhop

rosults werce not obscrved buas sermbing is reported accurnto, )
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.ubout 1100 “hrs 8 Sop twelvo Litchells bonbod and strafed
EARKHAK VALLLY RA from mu ‘to JACOBSENS. cnd strafed the

TERRACE . and gun positions in the vicinity. The bridgo ncar
HEATHS was dGBtI‘OYGda

SALAHAUIL

Early on 8 Sop, 8ix Bostons bombed cnd strafcd shore eand

track from ILAUPUI PT to one mile north of LOKANU PT. Results woero
not ObSOI'VOdo :

PART IT

5._ ENE'MDOB — IAND S -
| - ESTDNATE OF BNENY STRENGTH SALAHAG-IAE = 8 SUP 43
SALAMAHA o

-Pd Troops 4700

- S Bosc Troops 2500 -
S 7200
TAR : : ) '
ias Fd Troops 5250

Base Troops 1850

_ 7100 Q |
~ Cormicnt : The inclusion of 1 and 2 Bns 28 Regt (1300 mon) '
. in tho cneny 00B at SALAKAUA, was based on PW information,

This -ha6 now beon proved incorrect, and the total of fiell

troops has beoen- reduced 'tccord:.ngly,
65 BRIGATR
Prolininary cxomination of o copturcd document shows that

20~25 men of 55 Bde went by destroyocr from RABAUL to F]:NSCHEEFEN
on. 10 Apr 43 ( Statemont from Adv LHG.‘;).

u.PERsormmms

o - wt
TR T

-1t is now known that botwoan Jan end Her 1;3, Col OKUDA
Yoahinori was iransferrcd from EQ Bighth Amy Group to 239 Rogt
Lkl piv as rogimonial commndere He roplacod Col OHIRA, Hideo
who was appeintod Chicf of Staff of 2 Guards Divisiona

«::>-.._J
G-S

signed et £ 3/57
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o 1 AUST CORPS DAITY THFEILIGENCE SUMARY = No
A (Informmtion to 2000K/7) '
' Ref linps: 1/25,000 geries
PART I
OPERATIONS
1. LiND - OWN AND ENENY
9 AUST DIV

-Reports -recsived -todny- show--that étrung resisténce was met when
2/23 Bn attacked the enemy.force at the COPRA SHED, SINGAUA Plentation,
garly on 5 Sep. The enecmy fought stubbornly throughout the day and
108t ot lecst 30 killed before rotrcatings

Casunlties were inflicted on the -enemy rearsuard by 2/24 Bn, which
by-passed 2/23 Bn and moved along the coast to 802422, i further eight
gere killed by the standing petrol of 2/23 Bn at the mouth of the

UNGSL He o '

Latc on 6 Scp, one coy of 2/23 Bn and a platoon of 2/4 Indep Coy
wera.at TIKERENG (788435)e Latest reported dispositions of other forward
troops on 6 Scp wero 2/23 Bn (lcss onc coy) at 847424 and 2/17 Bn
(which has now reverted under commanc 20 Bdo) just NW of Talle

{_AUST DIV -
on 6 sSep tho occuvetion of the gonerel crec NADZAB - GABMATZUNG -
... GABSONKBEK was complcted without contcet with the cnemy.
’  During morning 7 Scp, HQ 7 wust Div completed landing at NADZAB
«2irfigld, & block was cestablished acrose the MARKHAM Velley Road at
“Lhlesh6 ond Al dofonees covering the strip were ready for actions

-~ HAMPIT FORCE : _

C coy 2 Bn is 8till containing the cnemy at MARKHANM Pointe 4 heavy
gun was8 roported firing from HEATHS in an easterly direction during
night 647 i3tps R

b AUST DIV - ) " -

On 6 Sop platoon attacks by 47 Bn on cnomy positions at 720967 were
unsuccessful. Ten Jepenese howgver were killeds Attacks on 15 Bn
positions at 760963 the same day werc repulscds

During nizht 5/6 Scp and following day our artillery ongeged four
heavy AL guns on 8aLakiaUs Peninsulc. Harassing fire wos put down on
obeerved targets and siight onemy shelling was pe{#utralised on 6 Bco.

2 AIR - OWN

LAR arca
: ,‘. Barly on 7 Sep cizht kitchells bombed and strafed the road YALU =
JACOBSENS: Almost cll bombs fell on the rond betwoon HEATHS end COX
CAMPs Ninc kersuders dropped 12% tons of bombs along the western

- side of LAE runway and on AA positions cnd dump areas near DIDDYMANS
S and JACOBSENS. Clouds mado accurate bombing and observation difficult.
: Later twonty-four Liborators bombed the TERRACE.

In the afternoon ten Mitchells bombed and strefed the road NADZAB -
MUNPM - YALU - HSATHS. Bombing wos nat considered accurate but fires
wgrg started among native huts at YALU, old MUNUM end ot NGASAWAPUM
villoges.

BOGADJIL arge

On morning 7 Scp twelve Vultce Vengeances took off to attack bridges
at north end of BOGADJIE - YAaULa Roeds The attack was preventcc however
by complete eloud covere .

INTERCEPTIONS
At midday 7 Scp fifteon Lightnings lntorceptod twenty-scven cnemy
mediun bombers escorted by thirty fighters offshore near MOROBEs.- Three
encmy fightors woro destroyed without loss to osur aircrafte On being
attacked tho oncry bombers jottisoned their bombs in the sea and flow
off NE with the fipghtors following. -
. On 7 8Scp also, onoc Kittyhawk intercepted two enemy fighters betwecn
LAE and SALAlaUAe Onc of the cnemy fishters was destroyed without losss
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Early on night 7/8 Sep an unknown number of ene

the Cpe KILLERTON - BONA

IIENTIFICATIONS (rof para

() There are indications that two fresh. companies. from a Speeial .
at BALAMAUA = possibly

Kevel Landing Party
norning 5 Sape

(b) Documents found on the L

= Cape ENDAIADERE-areas

Damego wes insignificants -

PART IT
L Surmary No 2) -

have rlecently arrived

my borbers raided
« Bloven bombs wera

0dics of Japenese. troops

kilieﬁ' 6 Sep

" 8ignod at M5V hrs

‘at’ SINGAUL Plentation: Bhow that some members of

units were presents- 7 :
. 102 Rogt 51 Div
T - 1415 Rogt 54 Div
. 259 Regt U4 Div

""" 239 Regt wos in tho' IAE area.
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OPERATIONS

- SECRET . ﬂ
!

-

Is -IAND-= OWN AND ENEMY

P

“'., - D‘ - 3 ] .
' On,e gep EE ‘Bda continued its move to the west and by 1700 hra
had reached the general line of BUREM R from the coast at 83323
north to TALI (833455)s Bde HQ was eatablished at AP0 fishing
villags with Adv HR 9 Aust Div at ALUKI l. '

At 0030 hrs 6 Sep a standing patrol gt the mouth of BUNGA R
reporied a party of 100 Japanese moving casts This force was
attacked by 2/23 Bn near COPRA SHED (821422) at 0700 hrs and, after
& brief right, was forced to withdraw with our troops in pursuite

On 5 Sep also iwo companies of 2/13 Bn moved forward to BUARU area
(0339) with patrols towarde BUHEM R. No enemy were met but natives ]
reported detachments at MUNDALC (083394) and in the BURAUA

MISSION area ( 097413)e ,

- N Z_AUST_DIV ’

Since the successful landing of a U8 Parachute Regt near
NADZAB, therc hss been no enemy activity in the arcas The grass on
the landing strip has now been bumt off and the strip made
sarviceables Transport airoraft bsgan to land ebout midday 6 8ep
and engineer stores for the further dovelopment of the atrip have
boon brought ine

From reports from alrcraft on reconnaissance and & ground 0P
it appears that on 5 Sep 2/2 Pnr Bn, which was 2i. XKIRKIANDS on night
I/5 Sep, moved down the MARKHAK to SHELDON'S CAMP and to-1419528
where orossings weras affecteds Iater it was roported that "saveral
hundred" of our troops werc moving towerds GABMATZUNGs

WAMPIT FORCE

Iate on 5 Sep two platoons of C Coy 24 Bn were containing the
encmy force at MARKHAM POINTe Another plotoon held the track
Junction at 563428, -

' L
- I‘;‘-n.-\“v‘)‘(_;',':‘r'-' .;‘\'1"4«:. e W

“ 5 AUSE DIV
i An attack by B Coy 15 Bn on Japancsa positions at 751964 on

E 5 Sep was unsuccessfule Our troope rcpulsed two cneny attacks on &
: platoon position at 760963

2« AIR = OWN

;A_ On morning 6 Sep six Fortressas and soventecn Liborators

g bombed JACOBSEN'S -and forty-seven Mitchells bombaed and strafed

MATAHANG PIANTATION and runways At JACOBSEN'S onc building was
destroyod and large fires were starteds At MALAHANG smoke and dust
preventad observation of results but borbing is roported accuraio.

3¢ AIR = ENEMY

In early afternoon 5 Sep nine twin engined bombers dropped
bonbs from & high altitude on the landing beach at BULU PLANTATION.
There was no damngae -

Later three bormbs were dropped between BUSO R and ALUKI, and
later still) twelvo bombs on the coastal areas No further details aro
avnllables

A convoy moving to BULU PLANTATION during night 5/6 Sep was
bombeds There were no hits.

L. Yoo, LR
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L. IDENTIRICATIONS LTI
It is now ostablished that 8omé of the enemy troops on BCOUT RIDGE
belong to an SNELP =~ parhaps MAIZURA 2 or BASERO 5 as thesa are known
to have boon at SALAMAUA. I
5. TAGBIGB '.7 - ' . )

.. Jepancac land mines have been found in the KOMIATUK aress Sixteen s ¢,
discs, each ong half inch in dlemeter, wore also found in“the - ° .
ﬂqiﬁn_ity;.?i-jljl; ‘appears that these were used as “astickers":on itrees

%o Indicate lccation’of minogs . o
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1 Aust Corps Daily Intelligence Summary = No 1
(Information received up to 2000K/5) e sognl
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IAND -~ OVIN _AND ENEMY g0t

9 AUST D1
‘ Precaded by a bumbardment from a forca of destroyers,
and under the protection of air cover, HQ 9 Aust Div, 20 and
26 Aust Inf Bdes made & landing on two beaches east and west ol
BULU PILANTATION, on the HUON PENINSULA, early on moraing L Seps
The mein body, consisting of 20 Bde (less 2/13 Bn) and
26 Bde, landed on the beach imiediately east of thc BUSC RIVER-
2/17 Ba landed just east of the BULU RIVERe No opposition was
mef Lror the shore, but at 0705 hrs. three onomy bombers and
thrag Dighiers atlacked the thixd wave of ILCIs, causing somd
cusualticc $o Allicd personncl and damaging two landing craftfs
Thirty Jopancsc who wore cencountered in BULU PLANTATION
f£led northwards, abandoning.rifles, OWEN guns and TSMGSe
" Contael was quickly ostablished by 2/13 Bn with the main

- body, and 2/15 end 2/17 Bns -immediatgly began to move forward,

with 2/15 Bn advancing .north- towards BUSO viliage while 2/17
3n crossed tne BUSO RIVER and pushcd along tho coasts

At 1400 hrs, 26 Bde ( less 2/1.8 Bn) commonced to advance
to the wost and XW, crossed the BUSO and moved toward SINGAUA
PZANTATIONs _ : '

Nc onomy werc cncountered but ATLUKT village (882425),
te which petrols of 2/2l Bn penetrated, shoved signs of rocont
Japanasc cecupations )

By 1100 hrs 5 Sep, 2/17 Bn was in tho gencral aroa &
milo to the north and NE of SINGAUA PLANTATION, with 2,24 Bn at
889460« K@ 26 Bdo, with 2/23 Bn, moved NW from 910410 at first
light on 5 Sepe

Moonwhile, twWo companics of 2/13 Bn pushod cast along tho
zoast from the 3ULT RIVER, occupied villages at 978408 and Iin
the sguars 0339, ané at 0530 hrs 5 Sop was reporied moving
towards tho 3UIEM RIVERs :

{ AUST DIV

Cn afadrroon 4 Sep 2/2 Aust Pnr Bn arrived ot KIRKLAWDS
afser a two day merch NE along the WATUT VALLEY.

A special patrol of 3 Coy PIB, which had crossed the
HARXDAN RIVER, reported the north bank between the mouths of
the ERAP and IRUMU RIVERS cloar of the ononys ’

Or’ morning 5 Sop, & Parachuto Regt and & detachment of

- 2/ Aust Pd Regt mede a parachute landing at NADZABe No

-t

further details have becn reccived czeopt thet therc wes no
intorcecption by cnemy aircraft.

HAMPIT FORCE

an cetion to contain the cnemy in his dofensive position
at HARYHAN POINT was cormmenccd by C Coy 2 Aust Inf Bn on L4 Scpe
Our troops mortared the Japancse position end silonced fiva
Eds with grenadess Kouwn encry killed werc 12 Thorae wos en
oxtensive system of booby traps in front of the oncmy dcfencos.

5 _&UST DIV
Offenslve patrolling by 162 US Inf Regt on It Sop resulted

ol

" in 47 Japcnase being killods

~ Qur artiliery on 4 Sep laid down concentrntionse on cncny
positions at 713967 and 739953, whilc oncny guns at 762972 fired
35 rounds into the TAMDBU BAY arcae No damage rosulted Bnd the
guns sinre silcechnced by counter~battery fircs



5 AIR = L"I"Eh.{

-

BEEY A—

 RAZAUL
on night 3/ - Scp, six Catalinas bombod VUNAKANAU, LAKUNAY and
RAPOPO a:.:-f"r_eldso Firecs and ¢xpioslons worc seens

GASIATS

Ten Beauforis and threc Bostons attacked GASMATA airfield 4
Scp- One .uQﬂu.f'OI'.. was Loste

CAPE aLOUCES:ER

At 0800 nrs L Sop end again at 0730 hrs 5 Sep, nine Hitchells
bombod and strefod AL positions, personnel and dump arcas CAPE
GLCUCESTERs Two Serviceable eireraft were destroyed on the
Zround, hits werge scored on or near AA positions and bombing is
I'Opor'ued accurate in the dunp ares Several fires wore starteds

La% AREA

®arly on 4 Sep twenty=four Liberators bombed encny gun
positions ncar We3hS and it is belicved estensive damage was
causcds Thesc aircrafi aleo bombed VOCO POINT, a4 dump area 8B of
MT LUNAKAN ond o bridge over the BUTIBUAM RIVERs Fires were -
sterted on VOCO POINT and in the dwup area and the bridge over the

BUTIBUM RIVED wae prooably destroyeds ‘ _
T .

Nine Kitcholls also attacked HOPOI strip and SINGAUA
PIANTATION arens Target areas wera thoroughly bombed and atrai’ed,

but results were not observeds : e

Betwoen 1025 and 1030 hrs 5 Secp, savaen Bostons laid smoke
scroans Lo cover landings by paratroopss  These aircraft later
strafod LadlU I with unobserved resulis.

On morning 5 Sop sixty Hitchells bombed and strafed selected
targo+s in the NADZAS arca and at NARAKAPOR, YALU, GABSONKEEK,

MAGTS CiP, SHEE'S CALP and T4aU Te  n addition pwenty-threo
Iiborators end onc Fortress bombed HEATHS PLANTATION and its
GCfC‘luQSe

INTERCOPTION

én n-u'ﬂning It &cp wwo. encmy Fighters were intercepted east of
IAE by four LJ.ghtul“?Sa one - eneny fighter was destroyed and onc
nghtn...ng was ‘fost»

Three encry bumbers and tiree Dighters attacked our troops
during the landing noar SULU PLANTATION, at 0705 hrs 4 Sepe TWO
.::,Is were danaged and’ there were some casualties. .

At 100 hrs L Sep, thirty medium bombers and twontysfive
to thirt,,r Tighters atmckou our L8T8 off CAPE WARD HUNTs A diract
hit with o éolayed cction bomb, which later burned in the hold,
was scored on onc LSTe while a near misg on a IST blew the sterm

-ine Both vessels werc laiter beached at MOROEEs

Theso bombers end Tighters woere intercepted by fifty to fifty-
fiva Ailied fightorss In & Serics of ongagoments over the HUON
GULF ninotcen cncmy fighters, threc medium bombers, one dive
bomber andé one £lying boat r.'...rc destroyeds Saveral other
circraft werc prooably costroyaede

PART IT

FEEMY Q0L ~ LANE
Betimate oF ensny sirongthc as ot 4 Sop:

SATALA
Pield ,Troops 6000
fasc (AL and :
L of S)Frocps ..2500 8500

‘.‘-“'ﬂ"' - .
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COELENT PO A S SN K
Thero is ovidonce that roinforcoments havo roaghod
SATAMAUAe Includod in the above oatimate are tho
following figures for units thought to have arrivoed .

rocontlyt
3 Bn 21 Regt (ex LAE) 650 .
2 Bn 238 Regt (remainder) 380
41 and 2 Bns 28 Rogt (ox RABAUL) 3300

230

i (b) In compiling this ostimate, {tho numbor of known onecmy

S _ killod has bccn deducted, ':"ut no provision has been

made for sick or woundeds It i8 thought that of tho
total, no more than 6,000 would be offoctive fighting

o troaps.
- Fiold Troops 5300
1 bBasc Troops- 1870 7170
. COMMENT: -
b ‘ It is thought that tho bulk of field troops at IAE are
. a8 follows}
“"” “ 2 and 3 Bns 80 cht

.- "plus regtl troops 1700

1 and 2 Bne 238 Rogt
plus rogtl troops 1700

e 300
Se IDENTIFIGXTIONS

‘ An idontity disc capturod at WESA, probably 12 Aug,

‘ } belonged to an officer of 79 Ragte
COLMENT 3
-3 -~ The thres known Regts of 20 Div are 78,79 and 80 and

worc thought to be at LADANG in Jun L3y

] -1 Bn 80 Regt hes bcen identifiod et MUA ond it
A 1s thought that tho remaindor of this Regt may have arrivad at
R

5~

Signed at/@ronrs 6 Sep s /41’%/
. Lt=col
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