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J/ A@rfl 27 « Bn lands at SOUDA BAY, CRETE,from destroyers from
| TeS."COSTA RICA"™ which had been bombed and sunk,all
medical equipment being lost.
Marched 12 miles and bivouacked for night-men tired
and dis-spirited and rations very short.

April 28. 14 Officers and 378 O.Rs. present, R.A.P.personnel
intact but only six stretcher bearers present.

April 29, Bn organised into three Companies - 1 medical order-
ly and two S.Bs to each.No stores pbtainable except Field
dressings from R.A.S.C.

Bn commences training Syllabus to keep men from
moping and a course of training for medical orderlies and
S.Bs instituted.

Some stores obtained from Chemist shops in CANEA

20 Convalescent soldiers evacuated to hospital in
GREECE reported back to unit.

May 1l. Bn moves to area 1/4 mile East of KALIBES to take
up a position against attempted parachute troops landing.
Ordinary sick treated by 2/1 Aust Fd Amb,stationed
in the village
Men mueh happier after issue of clothes,tobacco ete,
and gradually becoming equipped with arms.

May 3. 1 M.C. platoon from 2/1 M.G.Bn under command.
May 8-19. Bn moves by foot to GEORGIOPOLIS.R.A.P. 200 yds
NORTH of LAKE KOURNA

Role is beach defense,contacted 2/7 Aust Fd Amb and
evacuation route arrangced.Apart from minor dressings and a
mild case of diarrhoea sickness is nil.Stores still not
procurable but disinfectants obtained for latrines which
were dug daily,also soakage pits for urinals-these were
treated with petrol and burnt.

Area is highly malarious but no anopheles found-nets
and Dovers Cream issued,and used,all water boiled before
use as no sterilizing powder available.

Improvised stretchers made from small pine trees and
blankets-they were very heavy and cumbersome and fortunate-
1y never useé

R.A.P. position selected off side of road and dug in
to be used in the event of action.

Toured the camp vicinity with an M.0O. og 12 British
Mobile Field Lab. but no anopheles breeding could be found-
though on May 17 I noticed many,A superpicbus mosquitoes 1ir
in our tent.

By arrangement with Brig VASEY of 19 Aust Inf Bde HQ
the convalescent sick were transferred to transit camp. to
be evacuated. :

Medical Orderlies class continues.

May 20. German parachute tropps land between SOUDA BAY and
CANEA.Bn moves by transport to take up a position WEST of
village of MOURNIERS,EAST of the creek just outside
MOURNIERS,with the enemy on two high features in front.

? stretchers obtained from a dump abandoned by troos
ps and shell dressings obtained from neighboring Naval
Hospital.]l still had Horphia and a syringe

May 21. - Four wounded on fighting patrol-three walking cases
treated and evacuated-l stretcher case which had been
taken to a GREEK R.A.P. retrived andm evacuated by ambul-

ance.
. o
May 22 Heavy dive bombing and machine-gunning attacks but nc
casualties. |
May 23. Bn moves forward to next creek WEST of our present

position on left flank of 2/7 Bn-on EASTERN side of creek
from village of ARGYOS with left flank on NORTHERN edge

- . IR
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May 25 {uont)= of this village,R.A.P. in centre rear 50 yds from

the road.Stretecher squad from 2/7 Aust Fd amb reported
for duty

14 casualties from dive-bombing attack on carrying
party in village,these were evacuated to 2/7 Aust Fd Amb
by truck.

Usual enemy aerial activity but no casualties.

1030 hrs enemy attack commences.Bn withdrew in
late afternoon-wounded evacuated by motorbike,carrier ancd
truck to Naval Hospital.

Bn takes up a position across CANEA-SOUDA Road with
left flank against 2/7 Bn-a frontage of 500 yds.

ReAsP. situated 300 yds in rear of Coys in a sunken
track,1030 hrs enemy attack-1l killed-4 wounded-3
walking wounded sent back,l stretcher case evacuated to-
gether with 13 stretcher cases from 2/7 Bn,by truck after
dark.These were sent to SOUDA Point,where they were
evacuated from CRETE.Bn withdrew at 2200 hrs and marched
14 miles along NEON KHORION Road and took up defensive
positions

1100 hrs withdrew through NEON KHORION to take up a
position atESTARTZ reinforcing left flank of LEA-FORCE-
enemy contacted at 1430 hrs.R.A.P. situated in creek
bed alongside main road near gridge.l casualty evacuated
by truck as far as it is possible along the SPHATHIA Rd.

Bn withdrew at 2100 hrs and marched through VYRSES,
gsouthward,l? miles and rested.

Moved at 1000 hrs to SAN AMMOUPARI and rested for
the remainder of the dayv-water plentiful but rations A
very scanty.Move at 2030 hrs and marched towards SPHARKIZ
forced to sleep on the escarpment road owing to congest-
ion of embarking troops.

0900 hrs Bn moves to take up a position on the
left flank and# to the rear of the 2/7 Bn,covering a
ravine.R.A.P., divided into two,one section on either
side of the RAVINE SPHARKIA in caves.

contacted enemy patrol all of whom were killed,with-
out any casualties inflicted to ourselves.

Evacuation of any wounded must be by hand,camp with-
out stretchersy? miles to the beach in hope of evacuatio:
or be kept in R.A.P. and abandoned.Rations obtained and
water plentiful.

Carrier personnel in a delayed action-2 walking
wounded dressed and sent down to the beach.

No enemy activity-men rested and feel better-no
areal activitye.
Embark on H.M.S.PHOEBE at 01350 hrs.No casualties.

Arrive at ALEXANDRIA without mishap-by trandport
to AMIRIYA.Men much heartened by the marvellous work
done of the Red Cross and Comforts Fund Societies.

Issued with clothes and entrained for PALESTINE,
eventually into camp at KHASSA.

(sgd )P.R.,Anderson Capt.

R.M.0. 2/8 Bn.

-

- f— ﬂ'.

RCDIG1026167



i

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1026167



—_— T, PEERETS T . e = _— - rar - e —_— E T— e

-
- l‘_—"‘ 2

o — . N, -

o t'__...-ftua.'-‘"

- e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1026167



7

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1026167




AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL | _ ~ RCDIG1026167




AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1026167



