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SEPTEMBER ,1943

Loading of LSTs now complete, and final

grramgements 1in train for embarketion
of personnel tomorrow morning.,

Bn to have 37x3-ton trucks to move pers-
onnel to TURNBULL airstrip.,

Appx "A" to Embarkation Order issued App
B,C & D Coys to move 0545 hrs, be in "B

assembly area by 0715 hrs., Bn HQ, HQ
Coy A Coy to move U700 hrs , be in assem-
bly area by 0845 hrs,

Infm received from 9 AUST DIV that our LSTs
Will NOT call at CHIVAIRY, as was originally
intended, Meals will be provided on board,

<romotion of Capt r.B.GREEN, OC A Coy, at

present on detachment to 20 Aust inf Bde 3
to rank of Major,

nHeveli.ic
breakiasve o5,0 D Coys move off o55u hrs,
Remainder of sn leaves WAIGANT area s tents

left standing, to be pulled down by 1 Aust Tk
Bn,

Rain, which fell during the night, again
began to fall as trucks were about to move,
Heavy rain fell until approx V900 hrs, when
1t gradually eased off, mveryone soaked,

Av Tunsouby airstrip, Marched from vehs to
Assembly areas, where Lils were beaching,
1roops stood in rain awaiting landing ecraft,
which beached at intervals from UsUU=100u hrs.
BnHe and Hq oy embarked in Loy 4f5(145 Army)

at 0955 following some difficulty in beaching,
LCv used to bridge gap to ramp.

All ops, vehs sboard and Lot moved out into

anchorage, where remainder of second Landing
Gp Bllchored.

Moving out towards northern passage,

X
&
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1400 Passing into GUSCHsN StR, Passed NOxMANBY Is,
then through WARD HUNT s¥R during late after-
noon, passing FERGUSSUN is and GUULENLVUGH 1o
\1800 hrs),

1800 smscort of o destroyers visible , in addition

to escort of corvette, sub-chasers, ete
moving in formation with the Lois.

Uneventful morning., ship‘'s AA guns fired in
test bursts, In addition to standard armasment

of 6x20mm guns, each Lsi had Bofors mounted
on deck amidships, port and starboard (4 Lt
AA ),

1100 radre JAmGER \2/2 Aust My Bn) conducted
service on Luoi 145 as part of observance of
the Day of Prayer requested by the King 5 18

commemoration of the fourth anniversary of
the outbreak of hostilities. '

1400 Off BUNA-SANANDER coast, moving in slowlg to
anchorage.

1630 rractice alert. Anchored 1700 hrs approx 1
mile off shore, for the night,

oJt SHErmmxD,D, Pte COWLEY ,W (C voy) disemb-
arked BUNA (LOB) and Pte CASEY, R.C,, evac

D Day
0630 Anghors aweigh and LSi¥'s poving out to sea,
1250 rassing LCIs end other craft of No 1 Landing

Gp. Destroyer escorts very active as convoy
nears enemy waters,

1350 Unidentified planes sighted,
1357 Four DB/ “vals“ dived on convoy, attacking
from high in the Sg& in a long dive, then in

a steep dive attacking Loy 145 from the poxrt
beam, Leading plane dropped four bombs, just

as first alarm went, One near miss on starboard
bow, two direct hits on stern. One bomb struck
bridge and exploded, causing ecasualties., second
Was armour-piercing, and penetrated to Propell-

or shafts before exploding, Disabled the Loi.
D Coy of this Bn was on Lst and Coy suffered
23 casualties. Uf these 15 were evacuated to
MOROBE, one evacuated after arrival at RED
BEACH night 5/6 sep, and 7 wounded remaining
on duty.

Almost immediately after the dive-bombing
attack, a strong force of 9 torpedo bombers

*-.\-.*"i_ N
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2030
2230

2320
2335

0001

0345

0715

attacked from the west, flying about 50-100 ft

of f the water, AA fire was brought to bear on
them by the Bofors and lighter weapons., One
Bofors on our Lot (145) shot down one, damaged
a second which soon afterwards crashed, and
reported a hit on a zero escort, A third enemy
plane was also seen to crash into the sea, Our
Fs intercepted during the attack, which was
pressed home with great determination, but the
results of interception are not known. Lo 141
was torpedoed near the stern, and torpedoes

narrowly missed other Lsis in the convoy. the

casualties on Lot 141 totalled 63, comprising

37 killed and missing believed killed, 23

wounded and evacuated, and 3 wounded remaining

on duty. B Coy, 2/2 MG Bn suffered 6 casualties,
NX27420 Pte THOMPSON,S.F., was reported missing,
believed killed, and subsequently was reported
killed, Cpl CLARK,C,V. (AACC att), Ptes MAHER,
A;R;, and SmiTH, J,H,, were evacuated to hospital
at MOROB&? to which damaged LSi's were towed after

drifting helplessly for 6 hours, Un 5 Sep Ptes

CHURCHYARD, J,C. and TILLY, J., were also evac,

rull casualty return from this craft (0C Tps -

Capt F.R.K,STANILAND ) attached with Appx B Appx.
Conference of offrs on LSL 145, in preparation B
for laending at approx 2300 hrs tonight,

Alert sounded, Believed own a/c-

Troops moving to disembarkation stations, where
gear already stacked,

LSt 145 beaches, closely followed by others,
believed 146 and 142, then 144),

First troops disembarkiéng, and vehs coming off
very quickly. iroops dump gear up beach, and
immediately begin unloading of stores and rem-
aining vehs,

NX34687 Lieut J.F LAVAN det for duty to 26 Aust
inf Bde (MG Offr 2/48 Bn).

Unloading on Lsi's in progress. All stores from
all four craft on beach by 0330 hrs and LSTIs
move off for return voyage.

‘fToops moving inland to bivouac areas, 2/2 MG Bn Pif-P‘-
(less B and D Coys) in lightly timbered native e

gardens area 300 yds narth of native village
WBUSO 1), Rest +ill 0700 hrs.

Working parties on beach again mov +
into dumbs farther inlend. Cdork oontinaed. throughout

e —— e T —— — e — o amm me oo - e
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day, while Us msBn constructed road in to village,

and RAE and 2/3 Pnr Bn began construction of jeep

track, then Mt road, to BUSO R VR, with clearing
work gping on to west of river,

BN HQ established 925%99 \approx), with HQ Coy 50 yds

south and ¢ Coy temporarily estab area 924395 (also
approx).

SITREX No 2 ( to 0800 hrs): 26 Aust Inf Bde moving
along west track at first light, with 2/24 Bn on
inland track and 2/4 Indep Coy following 26 Bde HQ,
Iwo coys 2/13 Bn moving east to BUHEM R- 2/15 Bn
moving to area between BUSO 3 and BUSO RIVER, on

northern fleank of DIV ADM AREA, Jeep trak& open
to edge of kunai at §908415,

1430 HQ 9 Aust Div ,less‘'Q branch, closed at 9184087

1305
1318

1845

2010

and reopened vicinity ALUKI village.

EA bombed BU30 No 2 village,
Approx 9 twin-engined Bs bombed RED BEACH from high

level, Damage nil, cas light.
EA dropped 3 bombs in coastal area,

rosn at last light (sitrep 3): Two coys 2/13% Bn
area BUARU (0339) with patrols on SBUHEM RIV:eR,
¢/17 Bn on line BUIEM R with patrols moving to
BUNGA R 7942 (standing) and 8045. HQ 26 Bde 844434
2/24,2/23 Bns sSINGAUA Pltn area, Limit of traffic
on wEST YTRACK 124143 (photomap).

EA dropped 13 bombs on beach area.

This morning our paratps landed NADZAB area,
following hy air attacks MARKHAM R VALLEY area
by ©0 B25s, 23 B24s and 1 B17. House at HEATH'S
reported completely demolished,

Maja GREEN now in charge of all beach defences
at «ED BEACH, with A Coy occupying defensive posns
along beach area- Bombs fell very close to Maj

GREEN'S HQ, which later moved to new posn further
north (o Sep).
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S0 |
?E,(},) Monday 0030 2/23 Bn standing patrol, mouth of BUNGA R
6 Sep 43 counted party 107 Japs moving east.

0100 LANDING GP 3 (24 Aust Inf Bde) landed safely
during the night, with personnel and contents

of LSTs damaged 4 Sep. Convoy bombed during voyage
but no hits, B and D Coys of this Bn arrived,
with no further casualties, and moved into ares

immediately north and NE of BnHQ, after unload-
ing stores,. Unloading completed by 0430 hrs,

0700 2/23 Bn attacked Japs near copra shed,821422,
After brief fight, enemy withdrew, being pursued.

0830  2/23 Bn 300 yds east copra shed, applying press-

ure. D Coy 300 yds inland, working south behind
Jap posns ; very hy going,

2/24 Bn moving through APO fishing village 845425
26 Bde HQ at APO village. 2/17 Bn moving TALI
834456, Delivery point for LCMs with stores from
RED BEACH established near APO fishing village,

7 AUST DIV : report NADZAB airstrip in our hands
end tpt ailreraft landing 1300 hrs, Own troops

also reported crossing MARKHAM R at Sheldon' s
and Kirkland‘'s (2/2 Pnr Bn), HQ 7 Div at TSILI

TSILT 1000 hrs., (junc MARKHAM snd WAMPIT Rs)
C.0., Adjt.,Cpl OAKES (I) at Div HQ, ALUXT in mg,

1000 LCV movi ng from RED to YELLOW BEACH attacked by

5 Zeros, Slight cas. ESB shot down 1 Zero before
being killed.

1120 4 Zekes strafed from 100 ft ATLUKI (881425) ;nil
damage or cas. Later made recce BUSO R,

1400 Approx 18 twin-engined bombers with F cover
bombed RED BEACH causing some casualties and
slight damage. Enemy Fs strafed, and 4 shot down,
Two casualties from this unit - Lieut G.T,
FERGUSON (B Coy), wounded knee ; and Pte CHAFFEY,

A (Bn HQ), wounded on neck, Both evacusted tiru
CCS to hospital.

Our TacR plane shot down 0900 hrs near HOPOI MISSION.

1330 D Coy, 2/23 Bn reached coast behind Japs and our
tps surrounded and successfully attacked the
copra shed posns, Total enemy casualties unknown,
but 30 dead counted, including Captain and two
Lieuts. Enemy tps were equipped with lifejackets
indicating a landing from the sea, At last light
2/23% Bn estsb in area 817423, 2/24 Bn adv through
2/23 Bn, and in contact with Jap rearguard 802522
inflicting some casualties before last light.

RCDIG1026596
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BUSO
(N.¢,) Mon 6 Sep Supply posn improving., 3-tonners moving as far
(cont) west as ALUKI, but very hy going west, through

thick jungle and mud has held up RAE and Pnrs
in construction of the road. to APO,

C Coy moved from area 898462’ (approx) to 857432
acting as carriers of supplies to fwd tps.

SINGAUA PLTN wet and swampy, C Coy strength
4 x 130,

1800 A Coy 2/13 Bn holding HOPOI MISSION. No enemy
found ; Pastor NEHLER, aged German missionary,
cap, PW.

2020 EA dropped 6 bombs NW corner of DIV M\ INT AREA
Our planes later over area.

B Coy, in charge Capt F;R;STANILAND pply parties
with LCMs on store L of C to APO fishing village

2355 Light rain falling intermittently., Thunder and
regular sheet lightning flashes.

Tuesday During the night LCVs and LCMs landed stores and
T Sep eqpt near APO fishing village., C Coy and D Coy
(D 1;11?3 this Bn acting as carrier parties,

Hy rain fell during latter helf of the night, but
morning fine,

EA dropped 8 bombs on RED BEACH,

One pl 2/23 engaged Jap party yesterday near
788426, killing 8,

1500 2/24 Bn still advancing NW along east bank of
BUREP, and approx 2000 yds from gmouth, with 2/23%
Bn following. Enemy parties retiring along both

benks of the river, Det of 2/23 holding bridgehead
at mouth of the BUREP,

1345 HQ 24 Bde now 822423, with fwd elements of 2/ 28

Bn near BUREP and 2/43% Bn 829424, C Coy PIB at
copra shed 823423,

Jap dead at 8242 included MOTO 2804115 IR, MOTO
2803102 IR and KAWA 3566239 IR,

0815 D Coy moved out from BUSO area on carrying duty.

13500 D Coy at ALUKI, Proceeding SINGAUA via APO, C
Coy now at SINGAUA,

1630 D Coy at APO, and stayed the night,

0900 Patrol 2/13 Bn to BUKAUA Mission area found no

enemy, B Coy later exploited to HOPOI alrstrip
080393, Reported usable except for kunai grass 6/7

ft high. 2/15 Bn unchenged,
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26 Bde continued adv along BUREP in afternoon, with

2/24 Bn leading., At last light 2/24 Bn 755469,

2/23 Bn 769447 , 0Q 26 sde T68447, 2,/4 ind Coy 785444,
24 “de . 2/28 Bn 788426 holding tridgehead over BUREP,
with A Coy at 786426, 2/43 Bn area 815422, HQ 24 Bde
823422,

Raining.

A/WO ii HOWE,D reached BnHQ from C Coy. He and WO ii

LUFF,C.”. (B Coy) leave Yonight for BUNA, en route
to OCTU in AUSTRALIA.

6 Bettys, with F escort, bombed and strafed BUNGA R -
SINGAUA area.

C.0., Adjt., RMO, Cpl OAKES left BnHQ for Div (jeep).
Left jeep at ALUKI, walked on through APO, APO fishing
villasge, BUREP R, to C Coy HQ at TIKHERENG vill sge
788434 (Adjt returned from ALUKI),

C Coy enBaged in unloading, stacking stores from I.CHs
and ILCVs which come in two mossions nightly from
RED BEACH.

26 Bde less 2/48 Bn continued advance up BUREP R to
760472 and west towards the BUSU R. 2/24 at 7146, Tac
Bde HQ with 2/23 Bn 7346, One pl PIB moving to BUSU

qt 702509, one pl with 24 Bde, 2/4 Indep Coy moving
towards Kunda Br, 6854,

24 Bde 1less 2/3%2 Bn continued adv along coast, 2/28

Bn leading. Small parties Japs encountered, but little
opposition, At last light 28 Bn east bank BUSU +to
765415, 43 Bn 755422 to 768400, Bde HQ 770420,

20 Bde - 2/13 Bn patrols to UKALIM sand BUKAUA villa ges
encountered no enemy. One pl 2/17 Bn KIAFIA 8056 at
track junc R BUNGA-KIAFIA-MOMALILI and KIAFIA«GAWAN,

One sec 25-pdrs landed last night at mouth BUREP R and
now in agetion 775452,

General stand-to along 9 Div beaches ; warning of u/1i
convoy 6 mls south HOPO MISSION.

D Coy this Bn moved to Copra shed(SINGAUA) and carried
stores from APO fishing village to thexre for most of
the day, Orders to move in early afternoon, to Rear
26 Bde HQ. Bivouaced night SINGAUA, near copra shed,

C.0, and party left BUREP BEACH in LCV for RED BEACH,
6 bombs dropped area 0240,
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Thursday 0030 C.0., RMO,Cpl OAKES return to BnHQ,

Dgpfﬁ’; 5 Heavy rain during night, and drizzling for most

| of the day.
Convoy from MOROBE reasched RED BEACH safely during
night,

Roads and tracks westwerd slmost impa ssable.,

Six shells in ceastal ares 1300 yds west of BUREP.

Still smadd parties JAP stragglers hetween BUREP
and BUSU Rs,

D Coy moved from copra shed to Rear M) 26 Bde at
751478, where they arrived 1100 hrs, During move
up one Japencountered, shot by Lieut MOULDER, and
he at once killed himself with a grenade. Lieut

R W CAMERON (0.,C.) contacted Brig WHITEHEAD during
afternoon.

0907 Patrol of 2/28 Bn unable to cross BUSU mouth because

of enemy SA fire. Standing patrol at mouth withdrawn,
Patrols 1,000 yds up east bank failed to find other
crossing places,

1100 A Coy 2/43 Bn, with one pl PIB, arrived 744418, with

rest of Bn following., Unable to find crossing., 2/3%2
Bn 877427, no chsnge,

1730 2/28 Bn commenced crossing BUSU mouth, and &1 on
west bank by 1820 hrs,

2000 26 BDE : 2/24 Bn patrols to BUSU 4671 and downstream
failed to find fordable erossings. 2/2% Bn in area
7247 and 2/48 7547, 2/4 Indep Coy moving up BUSU &
last reported track junc with river 700509, One pl
PIB now patrolling BUSU NW of 2/24 Bn,

2/17 Bn less one Coy occupying protectiw posns

around Tp of hy fd guns 770499 which are in action,
2/13 Bn local patrols, 2/15 Bn unchanged,

One coy 2/3 Pnr Bn moving to relieve Cay 2/17 at

412488 and two coys working on road ALUKI-APO, with
rest of Bn én BUSO ares,

C2 P1 this Bn preparing jeep track from TIKHERENG vill-
age to G BEACH., Coy kitchens set upe.

7 AUST DIV : to 1300 hrs - Landings at NADZAB cont-

inue and strip being improved. 71 plane loads
arrived so far, 2/25 Bn OLB MUNUM moving to YALU.

2/2 Pnr Bn less two coys 440545, 2/33 Bn (less five
plane loads) at GABMATZUNG.

““““““ - RCDIG1026596
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

C Coy moving down jungle track on east bank of
BUREP to G BEACHm in charge of Lieut BRERETON,

About 200 yds from mouth of -BUREP, shots fired
into the party, and Lieut T,MeD EWING and A/WO
il FORREST,N.,were fotally wounded, Both men
were taken to a nearby ADS, and aevacuated

LCM to RED BEACH, where they were admitted to

B Coy loading stores RED BEACH, ferr to G
BEACH. ’ _—

Heavy rain in the night, but weather clearing.
Tracks in bad condition, and rain delayed move -
ment of troops across the BUSU, which is a fast.
running (6 knots) turbulent stream. Bridging
egqpt 1s being brought fwd to the mouth. 26 Bde
continues recce for erossing furtherr north.
Slight enemy shelling by med guns on YANGA srea,

A/WO ii N,FORREST died at CCS, Buried by Padre
JAEGER in early afternoon.

D Coy approx 751478, Lieut CAMERON saw Brigadier
WHITEHEAD; Coy carrying today for 2/4 Indep Coy

from 731473 to 700510,

B Coy again loading and ferrying stores,

5 AUST DIV penetrating inner defences SATLAMAUA
after steady adv throughout the day,

Convoy arrived from BUNA during night with 4 INF
BDE (CMF-3 DIV), consisting of 22 Bn, 37/52 Bn,
29/46 Bn. Brigade relieving 20 AUST IN® BDE during
the dagy -- 22 Bn teking over HOPOT ares from 2/1%

Bn, 29/46 relieving 2/15 Bn, 37/52 to be used fs
labour,

C.0., Adjt walked to ALUKI, to find that 9 Div HQ
has moved to APO near coast. Tracks middy, and in
many places impassable even to Jeeps.
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- 88t 11 Sep
(cont) 0830 B Coy 42 Bn (5 DIV) crossed FRANCISCO R and now
in occupation of SALAMAUA alrstrip,

D Coy No 1 gunners rejoined Coy on BUREP. Gun
stores now TIKHERENG village in charge Tech

Storeman end 3 ORs. Ooy carrying for 2/48 Bn
at 730475 and to Indep Coy.

No stores ferried tonight owing to hy surf,

Sunday 12 Lieut T.McD EWING (C Coy) dded at CCS this me
Sep 43 from GSW received night 9/10 Sep, after putting
D plus 8 up good fight to recover, Buried in afternoon

with the C,0,, Lt-Col MACARTHUR ONSLOW, and =

Ij::gresentatite body of Offrs of this Bn attend-

0900 Opl OAKES, Lieut MELVILLE left RED BEACH for APO,
Arrived thexre 1230 Ir s to find DIV HQ again
moved on, to BUNGA R, Returned Bn HQ by 1700 Irs.

1120 Op Order No 11 issued by 9 Aust Div. 26 BDE to

advance on LAE tomorrow, attacking SAWMILL and
then one bn on axis NAMKAMUN-MALAEBANG MISSION,
and one bn on axis SAWMILL to north end of
AIRSTRIP with ultimate objective MALAHANG MISSION
and 717422 (immediately north of airfi=1d),

24 BP%2 %o =dv westerly ~ith right of sector line
NoW YANGA-WAGAN-triangle of rds 7u7405 to junc
717406-MALAHANG ANCHGt AGE, exploiting to 708405
712392, 20 BDE moviag westé 40 APOarea today.ihree
+Ps 2/12 rd negt, one Lp 2/0 rd negt (14 guns)
in sp 24 and 20 pde ops., b Coy 2/2 MG Bn to move
V900 hrs tomorrow to wiv dump at 20 sde Jeephead,
to provide local protection and labour,

Lleut V C MOuLUER (U Coy) att 2/23 en as machine

wan Offr. wsieut J ¥ LAVAN with 2,48 Bn in a
similar role,

A COoy now under comi 4 5D,

LAs heavily bombed and shelled during early morning,
eand also later in day,

vpl BOLTON (¢ voy) and party took carrier party of
approx T7v natives fwd with stores.

1150 12 B&T¢YS with sero escort bombed our arty posns

on sUREr, damaging one gun., wome casualties, incl
2/17 Bn personnel in area,

1800 100 men 8 Coy losding and ferrying stores to v BsACH

our hands, &ne emants ar
o o aUst DIV Mok Teapt” captur LS
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oun 1z oep 2000 SITUATION now is :

(cont) 24 BDE - A Coy 2/28 Bn at 729395, remainder
between 73 easting grid and bridgehead area.

2/43 Bn west of YANGA track to 734406 with
one Coy on outskirts NEW YANGA village

where Japs have at least 3 MMGs, 2/32 Bn E
bank BUSU, Bde HQ at 750406,

26 BDE - No change despite new attempts to
eross BUSU., 2/24 Bn have constructed timber
. bridge over first stream and preparing to
bridge main stream., Area under enemy mortar
MG fire, 2/4 Indep Coy engaged Jap parties

Kunda Br, inflieting cas, and dispersing
remainder, B Pl ocaapied MUSOM, moving down
west bnk BUSU;

20 BDE - Relieved by 4 Bde and now moving W,

Bde HQ tonight 917415, 2/13 Bn 911407, with
C Coy at copra shed,2/15 Bn 921437,

4 BDE -« 22 Bn relieved 2/13 Bn YELLOW BEACH
area, 29/46 Bn relieved 2/15 Bn RED BEACH

area, 37/52 Bn less two Coys, SINGAUA, two
coys APO,

Pur arty put down harassing fire throughout
the day.

7 _AUST DIV: 2/25 Bn on 10 Sep moved from YALU,
in contact with small numbers of enemy vicin-
ity WHITTAKER'S. 2/33 Bn en route YALU, 2/2
Pnr Bn patrols forward along MARKHAM from
NARAKAPOR, On 11 Sep 25 BDE Gp (less 2/31 Bn)
along MARKHAM RD towards Heath's and track to
BUMBU R from YATLU, 2/25 Bn contact enemy track
junc JENSEN'S., Pnrs at MARKHAM PT. 503 Para

Inf patrols CAMP DIDDY and ERAP R, B Coy PIB
at CHIVASING |
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B{IS‘O Monday
13 Sep
D plus 9
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a,n,

0815

1540

2000

Convoy arrived from CHIVALRY with approx 1400
LOB personnel of 9 AUST DIV , incl most of 2/2
MG Bn personnel left there. Maj SEARLE (2 i/c),

Capt J G CAMERON and small party remaining at
CHIVAIRY with Bn Stores,

C Coy (G BEACH) moved more than 100 tons stores
last night, incl arty end engineering. Expect to
move tomorrow to D BEACH ( west of BUSU), Capt
CRIST arrived G BEACH last night,

D Coy moving back under comi 26 Bde to former

bivouac site 752470. Spent remainder of day
working on jeep track through to BB U R,

L,0.B, personnel to rejoin Coys.

Padre SEATREE (9 Div HQ) conducted service at
TIKHERENG for C Coy, incl memorial to Lieut
EWING and CSM FORREST.

SITUATION now : 24 BDE - 2/28 Bn moving SE¥ along

coast from first 1ight., At 1030 hrs attacked 50

daps at 728395 killing 13, At 1530 hrs killed 12
enemy in posn 725394 and remainder fled., At last
light fwd tps 724394, enemy still withdrawing.
2/43 patrols driven off from NEW YANGA, At 1530
hrs , following 10 minutes arty preparation, Bn
attack, Enemy retired, leaving 2 dead., Bn pushed
on towards WAGAN and last light at 727406, 2/32

Bn crossed BUSU during night and ocm pied bridge-
head area., 20 BDE moving BUREP area, Staged last

night APO. 2/17 Bn at BUSU, teking over bridge-
head, 26 BDE One coy 2/48 Bn crossed BUSU at
mouth, reached 738415 for night, Bridging of
BUSU proceeding, and operation dekayed 24 hrs.

Enemy posns north end MALAHANG and SAWMILL reg-
istered with arty R,

Wirraway landed airstrip 8942, reports surface
only usable by Tiger Moths without surfacing,

7 AUST DIV : 12 Sep Ops by 25 Bde continued in

| S AREA, Patrols have followed headwaters

of BUTIBUM R from YATLU north to CAMP DIDDY and
west to ERAP R. Patrols to BOANA, Landings at
NADZAB continued.

RCDIGT1026596



BUSO Tu
S 14332;3' Bn still in BUSO area, with A Coy on beach defence

1 o Yole, B Coy and HQ Coy providing loading parties
2-¥ins 1 end C and D Coys unloading and carrying for forwan’:'d
| tps.

0800 C Coy began move along beach track from TIKHERENG
village to BUSU, Majority of Coy across BUSU at

D BEACH area by 1500 hrs (Ref 741402 IAE 1/25.000
Night's work was not heavy, 4 " )

Area shelled for some time by enemy arty inecl air

burst. No casualties C Coy. Alsos helled area 300
yds out to sea,

D Coy moved to 2/24 Bn area 713463, gun stores
following by jeep, Arrived 0930 hrs., 2/24 Bn had
got two Coys across river during last night, but
Temainder of Bn still in area, Commenced to

cross river 1830 hrs,followed by 2/48 Bn and
2/2% Bn. Owing to narrow bridge and difficulty of

crossing, not completed until 0600 hrs, Some
enemy mprtar fire.

0900 Warning Order for move of B Coy to BUREP., Possib-
ility of Bn moving to upper BUSU.

Wednesday 0700 B Coy moving out on march to BUREP R, Reached:
15 Sep - APO approx 1530 and camped for nig ht on BUREP,

D plus 11
P Padre JAEGER arrived D BEACH (C Coy) on second

mission last night. Some shelling of D BEACH
in morning by enemy,

In the coastal sector X 24 BDE continued their
adv today, At first light 2/28 Bn cleared enemy
posns 300 yds west of MALAHANG ANCH(R AGE, and
then moved on to 711391, 2/32 Bn advancing on
MALAHANG MISSION in afternoon. 20 BDE erossed
BUSU R and now occupying southern end MALAHANG
airstrip and westem approaches to it. Our age
heavily bombed, strafed MALAHANG and CHINATOWN
areas. 26 BDE cleared SAWMILL area before mid-
day. 2/48 Bn passed through and by 1700 hrs
were at the northern end airstrip, with 2/23
at 694426,

7 AUST DIV - 25 Bde closing on LAE, 21 Bde MACS

CAMP with 2/14 Bn moving towards BOANA. US Ptp
Regt patrols 592530,

___H‘—"“"-u‘_._»--, = SR ‘ . -
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Wed 15 Sep 5 AUST DIV - 2 coys 2/15 Bn in contact with enemy
(cont) retreating north from SALAMAUA near Sugarloaf Mt,

1310 C2 P1 fired 3 belts per gun, normal rate, fr%m
ref 729394 at an enemy barge on bearing 223
from guns and range 2,100 yds., Arty had tried
unsuccessfully to rangeonto barge, and Brig EVANS
asked Capt NICHOLAS to txry with VMGs. Bullets on,

around and all over target from first burst. Barge
gank an hour later. Belddved to have been zused

as an OP by enemy.

0600 D Coy moved across BUSU in wgke of inf, and now

carrying stores, building dumps. Fls providing
protection for area.

T?gr ggax BnHQ, HQ Coy, A Coy to move today to APO, enroute

D plu3p12 for upper BUSU R, Packs dumped in charge of Lieut
WALL and party left at RED BEACH, Stores, incl gun
stores, taken on two 3-tonners and 5 jeeps

1030 Cpl OAKES and adv party 5 leave BUSO village. Rest

of party move off approx 1100 hrs, having lunch
on the way.

1700 Main body on coast mar APO fishing village, bivousac

for night., Many stragglers arrived late. Rest
distwbed during night by EA which tried to strafe
ESB barge off shore. No damage, Considerable
bombing heard from direction RED BEACH.

1430 Word received , through C.,0,, that LAE has fallen,
after 12 days campaign., |

B Coy marched from BUREP to jeephead on BUSU 7146,

Camped for night. To carry rations to 2/24 Bn
tomoxrrow,

0900 D Coy at 706463, Responsible for defence bridgehead
and getting sups across river, C Coy still at D
BEACH, unloading stores from barges.

Learned that LAE was entered from west and east
almost simltaneously, and some dispute as to
first tps in. 2/32 Bn claim honour for 9 Div,
eand Maj MOLLARD of that unit believed first offr.
7 Div det raised first Australian flag,
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BUREP- Friday 0900 BnHQ, HQ Coy, A Coy depart APO for BUSU R
BUSU Rs 17 Sep with tpt leading.

(N.G.) 1230 Main body at BUREP R for lunch, Hot tea pro-
vided by Salvation Army for =211 tps coming
into the area, ILOB of 24 and 26 Bdes mov ing
with pur Bn, and under comi Lt-Col ONSLOW,

Main party camped for night =t Jeep track
turn-off at head of BUREP, Cpl OAKES and a
small adv party re ached BUSU, and bivousced
for night in B Coy area,.

B Coy carrying stores 7 miles up BUSU tp B
2/24 Bn.

LAE area being cleared up, with Brig WHITEHEAD
at present in commgnd,

D Coy carrying stores across BUSU.

BUSU R Saturday Rain during night.

18 Sep 0930 HQ, A Coys arrived east bank BUSU. To cross to
Bn area on west bank,

1100-Main body of Bn moves across BUSU on Jeep ferry
1400 end footbtridge, to establishead Coy areas in serub

near village, around area ocaipied by D Coy for
sone dayS-

Dl and D2 Pls begin clearing of Jeep tracks up W
bank of BUSU towards Kunda Br area, to supply 2/24
and Indep Coy. Track passabke to 697506,

Div asks for recommendations, honow s and awards,

Orders received by Capt NICHOLAS (0OC C Coy) to
repoxrt to Brig WHITEHEAD tomorrow,., C Coy to be
under comd Lt-Col AINSLIE (2/48 Bn) for loading
and unloading LSTS for operation DIMINISH,

y DY XM ENSY X ®

IRLSVEABY XNDNXER . S ZYX PAR IV EFBE XN I TR REAS
? . - !l ‘ l - mr r &r |
1“'.' ‘-"' __I ' 1-'! w A I'.; ] -' ,.,II' y ‘F : 1" m ._ ‘-.: : . tl ‘-L : “.’ 1 1 -"" N '_.. l .-.,_* '

7 AUST DIV : Successful attack by 2/6 Indep Coy
(TSILI TSILI FORCE) on KAIRRIT (8891)inflicted

120 enemy casuelties, inel 50 killed in bayonet
charge, Followed by airborne landing of 21 Bde
tps (2/16) and occupation of the airfield. Found
that strip had recently been cleared and lengthened
2,600 £t by the Japanese. 2/14 Bn encountered -
opposition from Japs at BOANA, but enemy withdrew,
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BU'SU R Sunday Bn settling in new aresa, BnHQ, HQ Coy, A Coy,

19 Sep B Coy, D Coy now concentrated, A Coy paxrty on

carrying trip to jeephead on MUSOM track for
2/24 Bn,

0800 Capt NICHOLAS at Bn HQ. Conference of Coy Comds, Appr
C Coy now to move back to BUREP with 20 Bde for - -t
DIMINISH operation, for which 2/23 and 2/48 Bns of E

26 Bde will provide loading snd unloading perties With
LSTS tekingmkm stores for the operation. Approx 120
tons will be carried in each of 6 LSTs., C Coy were

2t Tirst to form part of this loading group, but

this later chenged to partly operational role with
20 BDE GP,

0940 C,0., Capts NICHOIA S, STANILAND, Cpl OAKES on
visit to LAE, to see Brig WHITEHEAD; Scene of
devastation in LAE area, with uge c® ters from

blg bombs, houses destroyed, and much Jap junk
lying about, particularyl on waterfront,

Lieut V.C,.MOULDER and Pte MILES, rejoin unit ex

2/23 Bm, with whom they saw latter part of the
operation.

1230 C Coy LOB personnel les®e D Coy to rejoin their
own Coy st D BEACH,

21 BDE HQ now established at KATIAPIT with 2/16 Bn,

Party of 10 men from D Coy extending jeep track
north from kunai,

2045 EA dropped 2 bombs BUSO R area, harmlessly, after
hisance cruise over asrea for some time,

Mond gy 0800 Capt NICHOLAS reports to Brig WINDEYER at 20 Bde

20 Sep HQ. C Coy still west of BUSU, awaiting LCMs to
cross,

QX 1613 Sjt RAMSAY (Pl Sjt CQ) prom A/WO ii vice
Sjt FORREST (decd), CSM. L/Cpl E;G,.BRANDRICK, MM,

prom A/Sjt as P1 8jt C", Sjt KELLY, EV.E; ,refused
post, remsining as Sec Sjt.

1530 Conference on DIMINISH at 20 Bde HQ, attended by Appx
Capt NI® OLAS. Coy task on landing to teke aver hf_ﬂ
from B Coy 2/17 defence of northern flank, with E

guns sited on feature north bank of SONG R, Also
beach defence and unloading..

2/4 Indep Coy found 4 Japs and attacked e
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GAWAN 2 719587,

9 AUST DIV OP ORDERS 15 & 16 issued for DIMINISH, fpli’.x

D Coy working on jeep track along dpper BUSU, E
Complete to jeephead at 697515 by afternoon.

Tuesday
21 Sep Preparations for departure of DIMINISH Force from

G BEACH tonight. Beach busy scene during the
afternoon, with 4 LSTS beached side by side and
other craft, including APDsmoving to and fro or
anchored seaward, Destroyer escort stending off.
20 BDE bns assembled along lower BUREP and BUNGA
Rivers, ready to embark by 1630 hrs.

1800 6 enemy Bs, in two flights of 3, with F escort,

came over G BEACH but dropped their bombs harmlessly.

Heavily engaged by Bofors and by e avier Naval AA,
Our Fs in pursuit later, and reported 4 Bs shot down.

1500 C Coy reach G BEACH from BUU, and guns cleaned in
readiness for embarkation approx 1730 hrs., Lieut
Brereton to act as 2 i/e, Lieut Gee OC No 1 P1, Lieut
Armstrong C2, and Lieut Hall €3, with Lieut Jeffcoat
carried surplus,

Reallotment of areas by 9 Div. This Bn to move to APPX
southem half of square 7146, on east bank of BUSU. By,
24 BDE on east bank of BUSU above us, and 26 Bde on

west bank BUREP 7474 5-765450.

Appts and proms : NX29578 Pte FOLEY, T M and NX31866

Pte HANDSAKER prom I/Cpls. QX5942 Pte PATTERSON,C F
prom A/Cpl we .f. 8 Sep.

JAP party, approx organised strength 329, located
moving NW on saddle 649569. Two Coys 2/24 Bn in
MUSOM-GAWAN area moving towards BOANA.
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*‘Wednesday 0445

22 Sep
( D Day
DIMINISH)

Thursday
2% Sep

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

1500
1700

2000

1400

Lending effected FINSCHHAFEN area approx 6468,
Freshly dug defences on SCARLET BEACH, but
these quickly overcome, First objective - line
642700-618685 to 620655-village 632660~ coast
647667 by 0940 hrs, Unloading of craft complete
by 0940 hrs.

20 Bde HQ at EX 637685.

2/17 Bn one coy ¥ 640692 with P1 moving BONGA tk,
one coy 617685. 2/15 Bn attacked enemy in
bunkers 634670, causing 20 Jap casuslties ; ours
light. 2/13 Bn fwd elements north end FINSCHHAFEN
alrfield. Arty shelling town. Two pls 2/2 MG Bn
taken over defence beach from 2/17 Bn,

2/16 Bn moved to KAIAPIT, 2/6 Indep Coy, B Coy

PIB KAIAPIT area. 2/14 Bn NADZAB airstrip., 21 BDE
preparing to continue adv up MARKHAM VALLEY.

Enemy air force 30/35 Bs with 40 Ps was intercept-
ed by 110 Allied Fs over FINSOVZAR™N ares, and
39 B’ destroyed, 4 probable, for loss of 4 P38s,

with one pilot safe., .Hy attacks by our aireraft
on CAPE GLOUCESTER-FINSCHHAFEN,

Bn to move back across BUSU tomorrow morning,

Bn (less C Coy) moves to new area, 300 yds south

of BUSU Bridge, on east benk, Lightly timbered,
secondary growth,

DIMINISH SITUATION to 2000 hrs - 2 Coys 2/15 Bn

on BUMI R 620622, two Coys 635601, 2/13 Bn 6263,

2/1% Bn 6368  Enemy dug in south of BUMI R,
Enemy Bs over SCARLET BEACH 1750 hrs,

22 Bn (4 Bde) adv tps 319393, in contact with enemy

315395,

Patrols 2/4 Indep Coy and 2/24 Bn contact enemy
6355-6356, killed 18 Japs, 1 PW.

7 AUST DIV - 2/2 Pnr Bn patrols to BOANA. 2/27 Bn
arr KAIAPIT from MORESBY., 2/16 Bn 788923 with
patrols UMI R, 2/14 Bn NADZAB.

24 AUST INF BDE forming Brigade Gp, with B Coy this

Bn, det Div Sigs, det Lt AA, 6 Fd Regt, 13 Fd Coy,

det PIB, det AASC, det ESB. Gp to move for trg to
area 714463,
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- Thurs 23 Sep Request from Div for Staff tables for

(cont) movement showing number of personnel, vehs,
weight unit eqpt. Bn less 3 Coys, by 1200 APPX
hrs tomorrow. —,D

Move of 4 Bde units and 2/3 Pnr Bn ordered.

BUSU Friday Camp improvements in Bn area.
24 Sep Return submitted to Div , ref Staff Tables. Approx
weight unit, less 3 Coys, 9 tons exel am., Two Px?f“‘
J>-tonners on issue at present, att AASC.G BEACH, D

four jeeps with unit. If all vehsn moving with =

unlt, these 2 tons surplus. Approx weight MG Coy
stores 3-tons, first line amn 7 tons - total,10 toms.
Personnel, 19 off:s 276 ORs.

Raining during morning - overcast tThroughout the
day.

1330 Battalion Parade by C.0, in clearing behind D Coy.,

Lessons from recent ops, discipline, pilfering,
future trg and work,

2/24 Bn found well-worn track, apparently from
YALU +to spur 618558-625558, thence down creek
to 645565, Evidence mach movement some weeks
past, abandoned eqpt. Pursuit of Jap remnants
continmues in difficult country, Log bridge over

BUSU 1located 6159, Small party of Japs found
635573, but fled.

DIMINSH- to 2000 hrs : Two Coys 2/15 Bn moved W
along BUMI to outflank Jap posns near mouth.
Reached river at 612595 and estsblished bridgehead
against hy opposition. By 1600 hrs one Coy on

high ground 615291. Going difficult and precipitous,
At 1600 hrs four Pls 2/13 Bn passed through 2/15
bridgehead 615595 after arty support reduced enemy
fire. By 1700 hrs the bridgehead was being widened.
2/15 Bn (D Coy 617593,B Coy 621598,BnHQ A & C

at KAMLOA). 2/13 Bn (C Coy 620592, D Coy 620599,

B 621601, Bn HQ & A 621608), 2/17 Bn , less two

Coys, 631615, D Coy 580655, one coy area SCARLET
BEAOH- . |

LOV available on request Q for transfer of unit
packs , stores RED BEACH to G BEACH,

1800 Coy Comds conference at ¢ 0's ht.
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 Fri 24 Sep 1230 12 EaA escort 50 Ps dropped “60 bombs on f4

) cont) gun bty FINSCHHAFEN airfield area, causing
some cas, but no damage to guns.

1000 22 Bn fwd tps TAMIGIDU, Dumps cap at 312394
525390, 330389, incl amn, pet and tools,

Saturday NX23245 Pte TRIGGER, M. marched out to Recepn
25 Sep Camp on transfer to 7 & 8 Aust Spec Int Pers
sSec,

NX30705 Cpl IHLEIN, N to be prom A/Sjt (0Ord Rm)
vice 8jt CHEGWIDDEN (X List), w.e.f 16 Aug.

2/24 Bn to relieved 2/4 Indep Coy at KUNA BR
area, role to deny it to the eneny ,

All bridges between incl BUSO R and APO will be

removed by Engrs commencing tomorrow, All vehs
and stores must be clear APO by 1200 hrs,

Engr bridge across BUSU now open for traffic,
with main bridge three-spans long, and second
bridge +to the north over western chanmnel, Will

oja.rry up to 3-tonners and arty, one veh at a
time,

2000 20 BDE POSN : Now reported SATELBERG occupied

strong dug-in posns, D Coy 2/17 astrilte track
- 580655, Slow poogress by fwd tps in passage of
BUMI R. Going difficult, and enemy resisting
strongly in dug-in posns. Our arty engaging,
Constr etion of tracks, sups, building up res
before further advence, EA attacked at 0450,
0700, 0730 hrs and 1730 hrs, At 0730 hrs 9
BETTYS hit MDS, SCARLET BEACH, causing some cas
and damage to vehs, Barge movement to and from
LANGEMAK BAY heard for past two nights,

22Bn reached MONGI R yesterday. Enemy withdrew

last night after MMG, LMG mortar fire, Patrol 3
mls east of riw r,

Patrol 2/4 Indep Coy to log br 617595 found 1arge
camp, capacity 1,500, Five Japs killed in camp,
Natives state 200 enemy left ares making for
MADANG, Areg 640574-620502  clear of enemy.,

7 AUST DIV - Patrolling fwd from KATAPIT contiues.
2/16 Bn 784923,

3

.
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BUSU R Sunday 0900 Church parade by Padre JRAGER
26 Sep 43 Fine, cloudless day.

Salvage air mail received,

2/24 Bn begen relief of Inde Fo + KUND
Patrols northward. g s

Censorship instn issued, permitti
o g it 5 P ng mention of

20 BDE : Enlarging bridgehead to south bank of
BUMI R against opposition., 2/13 Bn less one Coy
now south of river, with fwd elements engaging
Szg:ys;g;snsrﬂ?wo-ﬂgfgo. Two coys 2/15 Bn
progress against enemy opposition e
of line 623595-624597. Enemy defenzle)s in lt:"leI:rl:ﬁs.l7
through SALANKAUA PLTN, EA attacked 08lo and
1705 hrs, mil damage. (SCARLET BEACH and AIRFIELD)
22 Bn patrols secured beach at 407425 : no
contact with enemy, Tomorrow one Coy 25 Bn will
move from YELLOW BEACH to rejoin Bn near mouth
MONGI R. 22 Bn will continue present role , next
bound to MANGGE PT 523421, :

7 AUST DIV : 2/14 Bn now complete at KATIAPIT,

fnemy evacuated SAGERAK on approsch patrol 2/16

Bn, who occupied village., 2/6 Indep Coy 788922
with patrol NARUAPUM, 2/16 Bn 822910, 2/14 835905
2/27 Bn 850920, HQ 21 Bde 855910, B Goy PIB 854395

Mond ay Cpl IHLEIN prom A/Sjt. Cpl KNI
. GHT, V.H, om
27 Sep 43 A/8jt (w.e.f. 13 hug vice WO ii HUNTER,J.L.(A Coy)

0900 B Coy on route masreh to LAE. Returned 1600 Ir s,

2/24 Bn relief of 2/4 Indep Coy complete, and
latter now concentrated area T793%425,

A2 F] working dn construction o ¢
orduroy je
track through serub from kunsa i to jeephead 731;1,

and A3 Pl widening and improvi carri
to KUNDA BR and MUSOM, i e

Heavy air strike by our a/ec on airfie

1d and
shipping WEWAK area. 50/60 grounded a/c , seven
intercepting Fs, destroyed 3 3 fighters and

one t
325$.Mer sunk, others dameged., Own losses, 3
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" Mon 27 Sep

(cont)

Tue sday
28 Sep

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

20 BDE : 2/15 Bn now enclosing on north and
west enemy posns SALANKAUA PLTN , With coys 630590,
628594, 628588, 635601, Demonstrations 1015 hrs

mouth of BUMI provoked Vvigopus enemy resction
with MGs, mortars, 75mm,

1300 C Coy 2/13 Bn attacked and cap posn 622591 at

bayonet point. Bn moving SE along spur in
difficult country against opposition, Last light
¢oys at 620588, 625587, 627588, 623593, 2/17 Bn
less two Coys 630614, Bde HQ 626626, Increassed
enemy activity SATELBERG area. D Coy 2/17 drove
off smell enemy parties 579656,

22 Bn crossed MONGI R 0800 hrs to MANGGE PT,

1645 9 EA dropped 54 bombs north of R SONG, nil

0600

1530

damage or cas. C Coy to have MMG shoot in
SALANKAUA PLTN,

7 AUST DIV - Patrols 2/16 Bn reached RUMU and
ANTIGIWAN, no sign recent occupation, 2/6 Indep
Coy ereported 70 Japs area NARUAPUM, now patroll-

ing this areg in strength, Adv HQ 18 Bde now
NADZAB,

D Coy on route march to LAE, all day,

Own a/¢ bombed and strafed LANGENMAK BAY area,
T A20s.

Jap patrols cut sig wire between D Coy 2/17 Bn
at 580655 and pl 613664, Coy posn attacked three

times during night, repul sed with casualties to
Japs., Ours nil,

Iwo Coys 2/13 Bn advanced +to 634588 and 637587

with light cas. 22 Bn reached MANGGE PT 1300 hrs,
no contact,

7 A20s with 12 Vultee DBs attacked enemy posns
LANGEMAK BAY,

Message from DIv: Tomorrow 22 Bn will start move

To KASANGA® 6044, Bn and ESB to report on beaches,

anchorages, hideouts for barges, between inel
MANGGE PT and Kasange,

B 24s with F escort bombed WEWAK, starting fires,
Eight of 20 EFs destroyed, 3 probable, without

loss. Main amn dump reported hit, 8 B24s bombed
BOGADJ 1IN,
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Tues 28 Sep 7 AUST DIV - HQ 25 Bde now KAIAPIT, 2/14
(cont) Bn patrol moving to 789045, 2/16 Bn to 786925 with
patrols SAGERAK, 2/6 Indeo Coy patrolling to
780990, B Coy PIB met smell party Japs 790045,

Cl P1 moved Sec outam along BON® +track to
695657 to cover it, Hy air raids on' FINSCHEAFEn
one by B25s, No enenmy raids,

Wednesday Light showers during early momin until
29 Sep 43 approx 1000 Irs, Overcast, o

GROs received, including honowr s and awards
list. The King has been graciously pleased
to approve that the following be Mentioned

in recognition of gallant and distinguished
services in the Middle Bast during the period
1st May 1942 to 22nd October 1942 -

QX 6364 Lieut PFP.HERBERTSON
NX14551 Lieut(T/Capt) F.A.VARLEY
Q19119 Lieut R,.J.R,BENNETT
1?%2%%3 Sjt {.G.RAMBAY
3 8jt (now Lieut) H,J.,C,COCKR
QX 2483 L/Sjt E.B,INSCH .
NX52542 L/83jt F.W.A.WARD
QX 2218 Cpl H.F BOYD
NX66063 Cpl E.E.OAKES
QX12051 Pte J,.D,NIMMO
NX30159 Pte X.C,WRIGHT
(GO 82)

DIMINISH - 20 Bde : One coy 2/15 adv south sor
MT ford 631600 moving through abendoned ene my =
posns., Reached ILEBE Ck, where came under enemy
Tire KAKAGOG area, Enemy morters, MGs and one
75mm active SALANKAUA PLTN, Engaged by our arty.
Iwo Coys 2/13 Bn adv on high ground west of
KAKAGOG in thick jungle, hy rain and steep
ravines., Progress slow. At last light 629588 &
630587, Patrols 2/17 Bn adv 1,500 yds from
posn at 580656 without ginding enemy., Patrols
in strength moving fwd towards SATELRERG.

1300 22 Bn fwd tps one mile west KSWANGA 575436, no
contact.

s
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Wed 29 Sep
(cont)

Thur sday
30 Sep 43

1400
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— i — =
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!
oy

Move of remainde# 4 BDE - B Coy 29/46 Bn and Adv
HQ 4 Bde remain RED BEACH. 29/46 Bn 1less 2 Coys
will be relieved tomorrow by 2/3 Pnr Bn det and
move to MALAHANG ANCHORAGE., Relief by LCVs, 2/3

Pnr Bn responsible protection RED BEACH , provision
labour, ete,

C Coy- raid by lone B! near HQ, Q,let dgy.

7 AUST DIV - 2/31 and 2/%3 Bns at KAIAPIT., 21 BDE
crossed the UMI R, moving to MARAWASA. HQ 15 BDE
and part 24 Bn (3 Div) arr NADZAB area.

B Coy on P1 trg, west bank of BUSU.
Routine Orders published,

C Coy (FINSCHHAFEN) Coy HQ and C% moved fwd of

Bde HQ (photomep 146155)., C1l and X C2 Pls
remaining in posn on SONG R, Settled in ne
location by 1615 hrs, |

2/43 Bn arrived SCARLET BEACH during night, Relief
by them of 2/17 Bn completed by 1545 hrsm and 2/17
Bn now concentrating north of R BUMI, 2/13 Bn less
C Coy movedto FUP preparatory to Bn attack KAKAGOG
from "W. A and B Coys 2/15 Bn now dug in on knoll
west ILEBBE CK, small force approx 500 yds facing
strong Jap posn on ridge east of creek,

4 Bde- Patrols 22 Bn reached tk junc 641487 1500
hrs without contact, but indications recent enemy
withdrawal along track to LOGAWENG.

PIB patrols to KEMEN (2/24) found numerous fires in
area, Natives report 40/50 Japs stragglers vicinitx,

7 AUST DIV : 2/16 Bn WANKON HILL 652016, 2/14 Bn
moving WANKON to MARAWASA, 2/27 Bn RAGITSUMA. 2/6
Indep Coy moving to ATSUNAS. Patrol swam RAMU R

and smbushed 100 Japs west of KESAWAI,inflicting cas.

Message (O 483) received that enemy spparentlx
withdrawing from FINSCHHAFEN, and elemnts 20 Bde
may be expected LANGEMAK BAY shortly. 22 Bn to
move tomorrow, KASANGA to I 6650,

T MG ﬂeut Lt 0l
C.(' 2/2 Aust M.QO. Bn.

- -

D

My
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2/2 Aust MG Bn
war diary
SEPTEMBER 1943

T
W f&m ﬂ-‘-

A COY DIARY

Wed 1
Sep Capt GREEN apptd Major.

2 8ep Coy moved to No 1 Beach, MILNE BAY and began loading onto
IST 144, Moj GREEN and Pte NELSON on boat To 33 and Ptes

clMahon and MacMAW on No 30. Convoy pulled out during afternoon.

'Fri‘- Gnr:wny reached BUHA and several went ashore t- see LOB versonnel.
' Maj GREEN was one of landing party. As this was the enniversary

B of outbreak of war, some boats held church sevvie=s5. A dov- o
o did not.

i
9at 4 Sep Convoy was sttacked by Jap planes, ™=id lasting from 1345 hrs
to 1415 hrs, Two ships were hit, Our ship was strafed., snd
mny holes were left over the deek, No casualties on our ship,
At =prrox 2315 hrs we made s landing at a point some 15 miles

east of LAE, Lending was completed by 0130 Irs Sen. Mai GRE
met the LST 2s we landed e w5 Bep B

sut 5 Sep A Coy detailed to take up beach defence. Tﬁia was completed by

ngaigE? ArGernoon. liaj GREEN mow i/c of all beach defences st RED

Mon 6 Sep Bombers and fighters attacked food dumps, ete., and bombs fell
very close to Mai _GREEH‘S HQ. Later moved o new posn north-east
along the-beach, liaj GREEN received s jeep from C,0,

Tes 7 Sep Planes were over, but no bombs dropped

Wed 8 Sep Quiet day with Pl= well in posn. Started to rain tonight, and
continued throughout Thurs =nd Friday,

sun 12 Sep Now vnder comd 4 BDE., IOB vnersonnel arrived,

lion 15 Sep LOB vexrsonnel rejoined Pls, Mai GREEN and Lieut LR BERTSON
attended the funersl of Lieut EWING,

Thirs 16 " Coy unmder comi Bn ar~in, Moved from RED BEAGH with Bn §Q end
HQ Coy and marched as far as APO, s

Fri 17 Sep March continued, and reached head of BUREP R. S‘tn:ﬁ'es left near
mouth of BUREP, | e | |

Sat 18 Sep Marnhadi'bn BUSU R =nd camped om me=t b=rk. Coy had five
evacuations on Thurs 16 Sep - Cpl MATHESON, Ptes BAYLIS TRIGGER
CRAWFORD snd LYONS. ; ’

Sun 19 §en Coy detailed to carry stores tp head.-of BUSU R, re{:urning -'-BBIIIE!
day . St ROWE and 10 ORs were sent as guards to native carriers,
staying up BUSU R for +v0 days. Thev were then relieved by a
det of A3 P1, =md returned on Wed 22 Sen- Pte MacHMAHON evacuated,

Thmrs 23 Sem Coy moved camp to east bank of BIBU R’ Nove completed by night.
A3 Tl moved to rejoin remsinder of Pl =% hea?d of BUSU R.

¥ri 24 Sep Ooys built shelters, ete., snd marked Gov ~reas. Received a R

i
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Corforts Pund issae from Bn.

S92t 25 Ber A2 P1 moved up the  iver and started work on cordurovi icep
- ; 3'111 E'f ee e

track tirough serub to ANCAU dumv. The work will take ap;g}mx ];!0 g’ys:
Pte TRIGGER,M. trans to Austrslia, 1
Sun 26 Sep Chrreh parsde held with Al ~nd Coy HQ =sttending. Ptas CRAWFORD W
and LYONS rejoi. I Co' ex €CS. — _‘5‘

lMon 27 sSen P'hekEI#iITH, T evac. Al P1 moved ot T2 jeup track and. started
work, '

Tues 28 Sep Pbte HARRISOn, G evae,
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2/2 mast MG Bn
war diary .
SEPTEMBER 1943

B COY DIARY

Reveille

Coy moves out in tpt to A assembly area, MILNE BAY, The move
was well carried out, and Coy under Capt CRIST arrived on time.
All personnel embarked on LST 141 (Navy 471). Total personnel
aboard 419 all ranks. The weather was particularly wet, rain
coming down in sheets, Bveryone most uncomfortable, ;

Convoy 6 L8Ts, with escort of 5 sub-chasers, put to sea. 8/8it:
DAVIS as Ship's Qii, and meals throughout aiaellent. g
Capt CRIST attends conference called by 00 Tps, Capt F;R;K;
STANILAND, end immediately afterwsrds passed on relevent infm
regarding ship's standing orders, emergency drills, ete,
Prs:m'bic:e emergency drill - (a) Genersl Quarters ; (b) Abandon
Shiv. Everyone in Coy has a lifejacket, although some tps on |
boaxd wl‘t;hou@: them, The Coy is oecupying the tp accomodatiom |
eareas each side of sghip, on deck above the tamk deck., With the i
exception of 2/4 Indep Coy, are occupying part of the crew's
quarters aft, all other tps aboard are living on the weather deck,
The rain has now stopped, and in partieular the tps on deck are
far hesppier,

| ety SR e et y

. B ek

Gauer.al'marbars, which is ship'd routine, earried out, Weather
now fine and hot,

Padre HADFORD (HQ 9 Aust Div) held a service for Day of Prayer,
on fwd weather deck.

Dropped snchor st CHIVALRY end certain LOB personnel disembarized
together with five Jeeps, which were taken off in an LOM, , 1
Col GARRETT, NGP, who is to act as observer, came aboard. We 4
all watched the first wave of the big mission leaving BUNA as we

ceme 1n, a magnificent sight with the destroyer escort. LOI
APDs =nd LS8Ts, Good luck | : e

Our little convoy once more puls to sea. The show mist élmaﬂy
be "on" and everyone isg wondering just how things are going. |
llorale is very high, and =211 sre confident. The weather is very
hot and sunny now, and it is hard to find a shady spot on deck,
Ths blokes working in the galley are just drenched in parspira‘bionf
Have seen guite a number of our planes overhead, It = = ~ord |
Eé_;r « M1 c¥ew at "action stations" constently since leaving

Some vlanes sighted very high and right in the sun. They'e
probably ours. No, they're peeling off., Genersl slarm sound ed

all men below decks. All AA ovens up, with ship zlg=-zagging
violently, With » ghrill whine Aichii 69 dive hombers dive on +he
convoy with the sun behind them. In the distance two large
explosions occur on the water, followed by clouds of black smoke ,
which appears as though our fighters have got in amongst them,

the leaddmg plane is mow flattening out at about 300 t, and

you can gee the red circles on the wing tips. The bombs are
felling, little black ones from each ship as it flattens out.
They are not going for our ship but further astern. Four bombs
are Talling directly dovn on 473, The first two strike the water
very close and the next two hit on the stern, with violent
explosion and smoke can now be seen riging from her. Poor
“lipghters - wonder what their casualties are ? The dther dive
bombers miss the remaining LSTs, but bracket a little sub-chaser, .
ohe 4le~tpears behind columms of water and spray, but comes
through unscathed. Spotters have now reported bombers only abod
100 £t off the watex on the starboard beem, and all guns open |
up on them as they approach, One is coming straight for this ship
only 50ft above the water. A torpedo seems to fleat down to +the
water and hits with a splash. The aireraft secems o rise s

B
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1itTle =nd is just abo"t on us, We are all expecting to be raked
with MG fire, but none comes. The AA fire seems to be hitting
S her wverywhere, and as she rogrs over the LST thevport wing
dips slightly, exvosing the belly., Bvery gun is on her and she
just banks over on the starboard wing and hits the water a
mindred yards off the starbosml beam of the ship, falling to
Pileces. Othexr Mitsibishis are roaring across the water astern
and another one seems to be on fire, losing height. Fronm
somewhere in the sky =. lone Lightninz is sereaming down on its
tail., Another Mitsubishi falls into the sea with a cloud of
spray and a column of black smoke, This torpedo attack only
lasted = few minmtes, but it seemed like hours. Just =t this
moment there was a terrific explosion above the roar of the
planes end guns, amd the LST lurched violently, throwing everyone
off their feet, We are hit | The AA had stopped, and everything
is very quiet again.,. LST 473 has s'bbppeﬂ, with smoke gtill
drifting up from her stern. Ours hsal stevsed also, We had
been hit aft, and wounded sre now staggering up from the after
hatchways, covered in blood. Our mess orderlies, who had been
in the kitchen, came out looking lile niggers, and covered with
white sticky dough, amd such things as beetroot slices plastered
dbout them, The galley was on fire, and two AIF Ensrs played
hoses on it, very guickly putting it out. Stretcher bearers
were being cslled for o go up on the after.gun turret and
bring out some shockingly wounded Amevican gunners, An inspection ¢
of the erew s quarters aft revesdled a most ghastly sight. All
1ights had been extingusshed by the explosion, and in the pitch
blackness, with the air like a furnzce from esecaping steam, the
ingpeetion party kept tripping over dead and wounded, who were
quickly brought up on deck. On ovening the bulkhead door a mige
hole was seen in the gtern of the ship, with the sea pouring in.
The moags~7ine had gone up when the torpedo hit, This deck was = 1
massxz of twisted, jagged steel vlates, strewn al1 around with
most shockingly mitilated bodies and mman remains, a sight
which nobody ¢ould ever forget. Omly one man was broncht out
alive,

- The behaviour of all offrs and tp=s on board, and the whole
shin's crew during the action and -aﬁ’ﬁ?ﬂ‘ﬁ‘@igﬁ*ﬂiy‘,_ was magnificent,
Evexryone remoined calm, and there was never a shortage of
volunteers at any time to go dowvm below, even Though it was at
first thought the ship was sinking, The offierrs’ quarters and
ward room were quickly turned into a hospitel, and the work of
the shin'sg M.0, was beyond praize, He orked for hours on end
in the sweltering heat, doing amputations, blood transfusions e
end overations of all kinds, assisted only by medical oxderlies.

Special mention is made of Cvl H,C.LAWRY who, although he
had a fractured rib, worked unceasingly for at least 0 o -
ten hours, tending the wounded and assisting the M.O0. SRy
with no thought for himself. His devotion to duty was +oF M.I.D.
an inspiration to a2ll the men on the eraft,

The ship had only one engine funetioning, and both rudders
had been carried away, so we contimmed to go round in circles.
The after bulkhead was holding, and we were not taking sny more
wate r. 473 was stationary close by, closely watched by two -
des troyers, which came up gbout half an hour after the attack,
AT1500hrs the remsinder of the convoy proceeded on its Way e«

CASUALTIES were Offrs ORs
Killed 1 1
Missing (bel
killed) - 35
Wounded b Y 22
Wounded, not
a?ac- " 3

Oas among ship’s érew were 7 killed (incl 1 offr)
end 8 w™ound=4, |

: = £ _- e IS L M;w:#“ s oo Ac i, "1'_'_"""‘“'-.1._, 1\‘5-1‘“
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| 4 8en Nost of the casuglties occurred among the 2/4 Ind Coy, who
(cont) oceupied the crew s quarters aft, Pte THONPSON wess reported
= misging, and it is thought thet he went to the 3" eun-aft, to
e assist the ship's gun crew- All this crew were killed, The

rempining cas emong the Goy ‘= Opl CLARK, O.V., Ptes MAHER, A.R.|
SMITH, J.H., LTW.IBY, J.0.H.W, snd CHURCHYARD, J.7. (all |
wounded ) -- were either in the galley or nearby. Pte LITLLRY

sustained a fractured leg whilst assgisting in clearing a dameged
lifeboat aft.

2000 Two L8Ts returning from RED BEACH join our smsll eirecle, and
preparations are made to take both the damaged ships in tow.
On boarding the new LST, which had drawn alongside, it was
like a breath of cool, sweet air, in contrast to the nauseating,
pungent smell of powder, blood and ehher, which permested the
whole of 471, All tns remained on board the old -craft, and
hot coffee and food was provided from our resecuer,

5 Sev 0130 Towed into MOROBE, where all stores were transferred to the new
shin, Excellent arrangements had been m de to0 receive easaalties
by 2/3 CC8, =snd they were quickly <teken off the ship to the
walilting ambulances. The Sub Area Commandant, Col NORRIS, took

| pve r IS8T 471 after all stores had been transfermd, and
arrengements made to remove snd bury all the dead 'tha't_m aftexrnoon.

0700 Tremsferring of all stores completed, All tos evided to local
staging camp for food and rest, which they needed very badly.

1400 Tps re-embsrked on the new LST no nst= Trom LW,
1630 Lef+ VCROBE +o join convoy outside proceedinz to RED BEACH.

6 Sep 0100 Arkrived at RED BEACH., Apart from three slerts during this
voyage, the trip was uneventful.

0155 Unloading completed, 8Stores from beach then carried under
cover, : ,
0440 Coy bivouacs in nearby area.

| 0945 Coy moves off for Bn area (viecinity BUSO village)- Arrives
| 1000 hrs and Coy area sllotted.

1200 Japanese bombers over area and dropped bombs., Pet dump on
begch hit, and damage to stores. Some cas (US and Aust) reptd.

1400 dJap bomberg on further bomibing and strafing raid over area.
Lieut Ferguson struck above knee by piece of shrapnel , and
evacuated 2/8 Fd Amb,

Coy Comds conference- Pl Comds confce.
1545 Warning order for 100 men, unloading party. Cov, less
dnties, moves out 1615 hrs snd engaged throughout night in

loading LCVs and ferrying stores to APO beach, returning with
wounded,

2020 Plane over area. Bombs heard to fall in direction RED BEACH;

T vep 0500 Coy returne from unloading. Heavy and continuous rain tlroughout
night.- Coy, having now been 72 hrs without sleep, rest during
day.

1600 Paxrty to beach of 50 men - clearing beach of stores.

1800 Balance of Coy arrive at besach and commence loading craft and

ferrying stores from dumps to beach, From 0600 continuous
fighter patrol over area, lo EA activity.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1026596



Wed 8 Sep

Thurs 9
Sep

Fri 10
Sep

Sat 11
Sep

Sun 12
Sep

Mon 13 Sep

ey

g%

0930

- 0945

1000

1630
2000

0130

1030
1730

1800

1800

1200

1400
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Barrage in 4

Sjt%iﬁﬁﬂto actjrggtégﬁ ?fcﬁé@mp&?'wo ii LUFF
being warned for O0CTU,

O0C to Bn, thence on recce RED BEACH,

8ix u/i planes in formation over area. Later
they were EA returning from a raid,
Sig HANDSAKER , plus protection party
NCO, 5 ORs from this Coy) moved out to
“irﬁn 2

Warning order 100 men, BO to follow, engaged on

and ferrying stores. : ’ .
Single plane overhead., Heard to power dive in direction of
beach, No sound of guns or bombs,

advice suggestes

(Lieut TIPPETT, 1
repair 2/13 Bn sig

CSM LUFF (with CSM HOWE, C Coy), moves out for beach on his
way to OCTU,

Number of Airacobras seen. Reported additional protection
for beach while petrol landed for air strip.

OC and Lieut TIPPETT on recce as far
(A Coy)

Coy engaged loading and ferrying;two LCVs claim signalled
in by enemy and mortared., No damege or casualties.

(NOTE : LOVs went too far towards LAE, and were fired on

as werning by 2/28 (mouth of BUSU) to turn them back- I,0;)

as Beach Defence HQ

Coy again engaged loading and ferrying stores to G BEACH.
Capt CRIST went to G BEACH to co-ordinate unloading,

70 men to beach., Sent back on hour's notice, as surf
too heavy for eraft., No further call out.

11 EA in formation, escorted by Fs, over area. Apparently
plames which bombed arty posns (16 killed 30 wounded).

Four drivers, who were detached on the night of landing
to Engineers, reported in, having been engaged on general
Tpt work in conneetion with brid ge-building,

90 men for beach on loading emd ferrying empty eraft to
B'BEAGH. Loaded some for G BEACH, some to D BEACH; Some
airbursts over craft ; no damage or casualties.

LCTs arrived during night with LOBs. Bn LOBs move into Bn
aresa,

100 men on loading and ferrying RED BEACH to D BEACH. After

unloading LCVs, engaged in ferrying 2/17 Bn seross river
to D BEAOHI
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Tues 14 Sep 0900 Warning order for move,
LOBs less Lieut LAVAN, Pte DIBDEN (att 26 Bde, 2/48 Bn)
rejoin Cy .Sjt POWNCEBY, Ptes WEBECK, WALLACE, WYLLIE,
Cpls PARKHILL, ALBERTSON, Ptes JONES, HANSEN, MAVIN,
McGRATH,

1800 Cpl PARK to 2/4 Fd Amb (?)

wed 15 Ssap 0900 Coy less L/Cpl MILLER, Pte EEMD move out on march to
BUREP R,
1530 €o¥ rcaches APO villege -nd stog=:ce

T - V9 dSep Coy agein on march up the BUREYX R and along Jjeep track to
oridge over uUsuU K., Blivouac,
v LAWLER re joins vapt CRioi at vIKHERENG,

REAR PARTY : Cpl Park, L/Cpl Miller, Pte Ireland brought
down gun stores to ¢ BEACH by LCV last night, stayed
night TIKHERENG village, Now awaiting orders,

Fri 17 Sep 0800 Pte MALONE, MARDON, FREEMAN evacuated.
Coy engaged in cerrying stores along right bank BUSU R
to 2/24 Bn in fwd posm.
Pte SCOTT evac through 2/24 Bn RAP,

RzAR PARTY. RC Mass 0700 at village by Chap KENNY,
Pte IRELAND moves out for RED BEACH to collect jeep.

1600 Cpl PARK, L/Cpl MILLER and gtm gtores to Bn Dump on
BUREP R,

1800 Pte IRELAND rejoins rear party. Barge in which he
travelled to RED BEACH was strafed but no damege or cas.

sat 18 Sep 1200 Cpl PARK rejoins Coy. L/Cpl MILLER, Pte IRELAND remain
at BUREP Dump.

Pte BERRY evac,

Party of 10 ORs det as escort to native porters carrying

1230 Coy, less det, moves over BUSU R to Bn area 500 yds along
Beep track,

1600 Warning order that Coy will come unier comi 20 BIDE &as
from 19 Sep.

Strength 4 x 118 (10 escort 1-3 det)

sun 19 Sep 0900 OC to Bde HQ

1200 Escort party return, Strength 4 x 128 (1-3 det)
1700 OC returmms - no infm,

1900 EA heard overhead, Heard agein 2100 hrs - 2 bombs dropped
in direetion of river,

Mon 205Sep 0400 Distant bombing heaxd.,
1100 Pte FREEMAN returmns.
1200 Pte BERRY returns.
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Tues 21 sSep Own air activity over area throughout day,

1800 Bombing heard in direction of beach., Two flights enemy
bombers passed east, Aeriz]l firing heard. Airacolras
in pursuit, Hesults not known,

1900 Ptes BOWDEN, HANDSAKER met two men on jeep track, near
Bn HQ, acting suspiciouslyes Thought by rte BOWDEN to
be Japs or Chinese. One attacked by Pve BOWDEN and
beaten with stick. Both men fled towards river, leaving
pack containing clothing, bully beef, other food., Alarm
raised, but search mede without result. Double picquets,

EA over area during night,

Wed 22 Sep Warning order for Bn to move back to east bank of BUSU,
Coy no longer under comd 20 Bde,

1200 Order cancelled for time being.
Capt CRIST, Pte LAWLER return from G BEACH,

1400 Order to move tomorrow., Ten men, i/c Sjt POWNCEBY, move
out dn way to RED BEACH to check packs, ete.

Thars 23 Sep 0830 B Coy move out,
0900 HQ, followed by B2, B3 moves across river by pontoon

feryy. whole of morning occupied. Traffic of jeeps and
Perﬂﬁﬂnel hﬁaw‘

Coy takes up posn 300 yds downstreem from bridge on
- BUREP side of BUSU? under cover of timbered country.
1200 Camp improvement.
Ptes MALONE, MARDON, SCOTT return.

1900 Warning order - Coy attached 24 Aust Inf Bde Gp.

Fri 24 Sep 0900 Pte SHELTON evac 2/3 Fd Amb.

OC to 24 Bde HQ for conference. On return, warning that
possible early move on exercise in combined ops.

1330 Bn parade, address by C.O0. on discipline, pilfering, d® ss
indiseriminate firing, etec,

oat 25 Sep 0800 Amended list of LOB submitted to Bn - Lieut CANN, Pte
BERRY, Sjt POWNCEBY, Ptes HALL, SHELTON, Cpl PARKHILL,
Ptes PATmSUH HARDOH Cpl ALBERTSON, Ptes GARD, SKEEN,
Lieut LAVAN, P'be DIBDI-II (remain w:l:l;h 26 Bde).

1400 LOB list further amended : Cpl WEBB replaces Cpl ALBERTSON,

Sun 26 Sep 0900 Bn chw ch parade. RC parade 2/43 Bn,
1300 Pack party return,
1430 Salvaged air mail ree ived.
1600 Censorship regs authorise mention of sea incident, but
NOT effect.
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Mon 2627 Sep 0900 Route msrch by Coy less HQ, by Pls, through

Tues 28 Sep 1200 Pte SHELTON returns

1800 L/Cpl MILLER, Pte IRELAND report in BUREP
with guns an& stores, : i o

Wwed 29 Sep Fls or
g farc)::nkB?SU end engage in patrols, junglecraft, ete
1500 Air meil received,

Thurs 30 Sep 0900 Pls on Pl

posns defensive

g B o p y on far side of river,
Pte FAINT evac 2/% Fd Amb,
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2/2 st MG Bn

WAR DIARY
September, 1943

C_COY DIARY

Left MILNE BAY by IST,

Called BUNA, anchored there overnight, SHEPHERD and
COWLEY left there LOB,

Left BUIA- |

Heavily bombed and torpedoed y tTwo barges in convox being
damaged, Close shave on our barge,

Arrived RED BEACH, Personnel dumped gear and prepared to
unload LST, Unloading completed in two and a half hours,
shortly after 0230,

Stores at this stage were all dumped on the beach. After

a breather, the men moved the stores into dumps , viz Amm,,
petrol, sups, water, etc, in the bushes, Men then returned
to gear for a rest., The Coy then merched up through BUSO 1
village to the ooy area; arriving there at 0530 hrs, All
were asleep by 0600 hrs,

Capt NICHOLAS reported to C.0. at beach, and received
Instructions to report to Maj KENT on West bank of BUSO R,

Coy moved off , at first going one mile along wrong track,
Retraced our steps and by 1115 hrs at the appointed place
on the west bank of BUSO, The men felt very tired, and

several felt the heat, Some of these dropped out, rejoining the
Coy two hours later, Iunched there,

loved off on AASC tpt with stores to ALUKI village, where
Coy unloaded ord and POL stores into dumps., Camped f» the

night, getting the first full night's sleep since PFriday,
Recelived ration of bully beef, biscuits, tea and sugar,

Coy again moved, to APO, Advised by DAQMG amd CRE that the
road would be through to AP0 village by 1500 hrs. Coy merched
to APO mainly by dead reckoning and compass, and picked up
several travellers by the wey, including Col GRIMMETt, two
Div 10s, all heading in the direction of APO, West of the
main river on the track met the DAQMG and another officer,
who had just spent two hours in g mangrove swamp., Struck
another track which led us to APO village by 1215 hrs. The
men stood up to this march very much better than that of the
previous day. Stayed in APO till about 1500 hrs, when ordered
o report to DAQMG at APO Fishing Village, which Cept NICEOLAS
did at 1600 hrs. Camped along shore to east of village,

C2 F1 immediately began carrying stores to 2/23 Bn, returning
to the Fishing Village by 18%0 hrs.

A mission consisting of about 6 LOVs landed stores and two
Jeeps., Unloading in torremtial rain for about half an hour,
Wounded were then evacuated on the barges, the whole work

being carried out under appalling vonditions, €3 unloaded, and
Coy HQ and 6 ORs from C3 moved by LOV to SINGAUA Plantation.

After some time at sea (nearly 2 hours), owing to the navigator
not having been in the area before, the LCV reached SINGAUA
beach just behind the 24 Bn, Offloaded stores from 0200 and

work on the beach completed by 0530 Irs. Men were quite
exhausted. |

Moved into dispersal area in plantation. f‘minde:r of Coy
arrived from APO by 1000 hrs. Cpy spent the day resting there.

-
.
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Tues 7 Sep 1700 WO ii HOWE left for Bn HQ - to return to Mainland for
(cont) OCTU course.

2100 Mission of barges arrived, Stores offloaded

Wed 8 Sep Capt NICHOLAS ordered to take Coy HQ and P1 to mouth of
the BUREP RIWER. Moved by LCV and LCMs, but again mach
delay at sea owing to navigators not knowing coast. and
fearing reefs, Offloaded barges by 0500 hrs (reached
beach 0230 hrs) Coy camped on bank of BUREP till 0900,
mﬁil Capt NICHOLAS instructed to move up to TIKHERENG
v age, '

1030 Arrived TIKHERENG. Rested ford ay., Rejoined by Cl F1,
which we had left at BUSO 1, at 1300 hrs. C2 had rejoined

Coy earlier in morning. py,. yICHOLEON and Cpl BOURKE
evacuated.

At night Coy HQ, C1 and C3 moved down the track to the
beach to unload stores, Two quite large missions of mixed
stores, mainly engineering, POL , amm and saps.

Strength 4 x 126,

Visit by 0.0,, RMO, Cpl OAKES, who came overland from
BUSO and returmed on barges,

Thars 9

Sep Continued unloading until daylight. Received tobaceco

issue. €2, plus 4 of Coy HQ, sent fwd to prepare a jeep

track to the river. Arrived back in camp apmroy 1630 hrs.
Kitchen now set up.

2145 The Coy were moving down in single file, under Lieut
BRERETON, to the beach. When about 200 yds from the mouth
of the river, A/WO ii FORREST and Lieut EWING, who were
following Mr BRERETON, were shot, Both men were wounded
in the abdomen., They were taken to zn ADS less than 200 yds
away, whers Lieut EWING, who appeared in lower conditiom,
was given 1000ccs of serum, Bonth were evscuated by LOM
at 2230 hrs to the 2/3 CCS at RED BEACH. Both wounds
proved fatal. Subsequent inguiries established that the
shots were fired by P.I1I,B, sentries,

2200 First wave of barges. S/8jt WOODWARD, L/Cpl LONNELLY,Cpl
REDFERN, Ptes EDGAR, CLAY, WILTON rejoined Coy amnd brought
up bedrolls, which were left at SINGAUA.

Men have built very good shelters in villasge, with the
assistance of ANGAU natives,

Comparatively easy night unloading, assistance being given

by Arty personnel in getting off arty stores, and Engr
personnel in unloading engr stores.

Pri 10 Stremgth, 3 x 125. plus 16 D Coy

Sep Finished unloading after dsylight snd errived back in
camp approx 0645 hrs,

Quiet day. Men have sgpent last two nights unloading
barges, and each night there have been two large missions,
Yesterday morning the beach was cleared =2t 0655 hrs and
this morjing at 0625 hrs. The men are tired, but working
well snd cheerful,

QX 5942 Sjt PATERSON, C.F,, to be CSM, replacing the late
Sjt PORREST, who died this morming, Promotion to A/WOii
to ﬂﬂte H-E-f- 8 EBP 43-

. L T ] d
e — — S = — el __.!:_-...._"q-__..iﬂ-.ﬂ'j
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Sat 11 Sep

Sun 12 Sep

Two waves again during night, first approx 2100 hrs snd
yseeond 0415 hrs, Enemy shelling end air bursts over area

while first wave was be unloaded, Mostl ?na and
engineer stores, Arrived back 0530 hrs, re all day.

Strength, 3 x 125,
Night off,

Strength, 3 x 125, Cl Pl now weak, with Sjts Patterson
and Pearce, Cpls Lelper and Bolton earrying on.

Anticipated Coy will move to west bank of BUSU tomorrow or
mﬂﬂdﬂl

LAE heavily bombed and shelled during mornming,
1l EA bombed arty posns north of us about noocn.

Cpl BOLTON +took carrying party approx 70 boys fwd with
stores.

TP VEPXTIIEES YRIEEX OO BXYX.,

Mon 13 Sep 1740 Padre SEATREE conducted a service in TIKHERENG village.

Well attended voluntarily. A.uS EWING Auset .r.c;n..g,
welcoms,

Cigarettes, soap, ete arrived last night; most
Good night' s work on beach last night, shifting over 100

tons of material, mainly arty and engr stores. Capt CRIST
arrived to join Beach Staff.

Pte TYLER evac to unit RAP with sore back, snd Pte McKew
PUO, both yesterday. Pte NICHOLSON rejoined Coy.

Cpl OAKES visited us with Coy mail from RED BEACH.
Coy to move +tomorrow morning to D BEACH (west bank of BUSU).

Tues 14 Sep 0400 C.0,, Adjt.. RMO arrived -on second wave, Spent night with

Wed 15 Sep
1310

Tihurs 16 Sep

us and had breakfast.

Coy moves along coast to west bank of BUSU, Majority in
new area (ref 741402 ) by 1500 hrs., Night's work was
not heavy, and 2ll ranks in bed by 0100 hrs.

Padre JEAGER arrived on second mission,
Cpl BOLTON evac as PUO.

Enemy arty shelled area , mainly with air burst, for some
time, 75mm and 105mm. No casualties, but very noisy and
unpleesantly close, Men behaved well, Japs alsc shelled

an area 300 yds to sea consistently, with nc ham to anyone,

Strength, 4 x 126,

At ref 729394 C2 Pl fired three belts per gun normal
rate at enemy barge, bearing from guns of 223 (mag),

at 2,100 yds range. Bullets fell on, around and all over
target, Later learned that barge sank within one hour,
Assumed to have been used by the enemy as an OP,

More enemy shelling on D BEACH this marning, but again o
waste of amm,

Our planes active gll day, and have dropped heavy ones on
LAE arsa - MALAHANG,

Some unloading &t night,

Padre JEAGERS, who arrived about midnight on Tuesday has
left us in search of D Coy, after spending yesterday and
today doing nothing,

Quiet day and night,

it -
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Fri 17 Sep Pte DALY evac as PUO, Strength now 4 x 125,

Coy still in area of West BUSU, and awaiting further news,
All anxious to see LAE, Coy have worked well last two
nights and today, and are fit and well,

Entire Bn mail has just srrived, and we are sorting our own.

Sat 18 - lMon

20Sep Coy resting in present area, 8Since leaving RED BEACH
Coy has been free of air raids The men have got on well with
the Americans of ESB, and have played very well as regards
pilfering, which has been practically none-existent.,

Sjt LORD (SB Sjt) has at all times done a very good job

with the Coy Aid Post, treating meny people he need not
have done.,

Orders recelved on night 17/18 Sep for C Coy to come under
comd Lt-Col AINSLIE (2/48 Bn) for loading and unloading
LSTs for operation DIMINISH. During afternoon of 18 Se:
this order changed, C Coy coming under comd 20 Bde, for
use operationally in DIMINISH, Capt NICHOLAS, whp had
reported to Brig WHITEHEAD before lunch, reported to 20
Bde HQ, on BUREP R , by 1830 hrs. Coy remains in present
area,

Capt NICHOLAS reported to Brig WINDEYER 0800 hrs 19 Sep,
and to attend conference at 1530 hrs.

At conference plan for DIMINISH discussed. After landing,
C Coy to unload all gtores and go into beach defence role.
Also help to unload stores on LSTs coming in at H plus 108.

Part of Coy to occupy high ground after it taken by B Coy
2/17, +to north of SONG R,

Mon 20 Sep QX 1613 Sjt RAMSAY (Pl Sjt C2 P1 ) promoted A/WO ii vice
Sjt FORREST (deed) as CSM. 1/Cpl E BRANDRICK, MM, prom
A/Sjt, as P1 Sjt C2 P1, 8jt KELLY, V., refused post,
remaining as Sec Sjt.

CoYy still on west bank BUSU, waating for LCMs to cross,

Tues 21 Sep Coy moving to G BEACH from D BEACH., L

1430 Arrived G BEACH, assembled at Bn dump ares, Conference
of offrs and orders for DIMINISH,

Capt NICHOLAS, Sjts SHEPHERD and KELLY, Ptes FOLEY and
PETERS to travel on APD 10. C2 and 11 of C HQ personnel

on LCI 27 (Lieut ARMSTRONG OC Tps). C3 Pl less 5, on LCI 26
Cl and remainder of HQ and C3 on LST with Lieut BRERETON

in charge,

Fwd recce party moved to assembly area. Capt NICHOLAS and
party moved with them and embarked on LCV 1900 hrs. Moved
out onto APD and embarked spprox 1930 hrs. Tps settled in
compartments by 2010 hrs., On board offrs and men given a
very good evening meal, and also issued with 2 pkts of
cigarettes, 1 cake soap and one box of matches.

__ ﬁad

__f.
- - . _._,-'-l"ﬂ— L R ; -_—
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Wed 22 Sep 0245 Reveille. 0300 hrs good breskfast ; 0340 hrs, kit put on,

0400 Nos 3 and 4 boats moved to aft, starboard and port sides,
of APD. Nos 1 and 2 moved up at 0415 hrs. Then LCVs
lowered over side, Men quickly settled. Voyage to this
time unﬂ?mtm-

0434 Navel bombardment, ceasing 0440 hrs. LCVs approaching
shore, facing very slight SA fire. First wave of LCVs
landed well south of SCARLET BEACH, on coral near mouth
of SIKI R. As B Coy 2/17 supposed to be rt fwd Coy, and
t0 land at mouth of SONG R, we then proceeded along coast
to where we should have landed. At 638678 held up Wy
LMG fire from neighbouring serub, Two secs silenced guns,
Pte PETERS applied first aid to one of our wounded.

By this time wave two of LCIs lsnded, most southerly

craft at 640679 (1" map). Heavier enemy LMG fire met,

B Coy 2/17 still moving north around coast, At this atage,
with three waves each beaching on different beaches, there
was some little confusion and mix-up among our troops. With
daylight, the posn clarified, We were still proceeding
north, and once on to SCARLET BEACH moved rapidly to %he
mouth of the SONG R, Crossed on two logs, and moved
further around the coast. Struck into jungle along coast.
Followed track northwards for about 500 yds, then turned
at right angles and went due West. Struck a kmnal patch

at approx 642694, Jungle country, rough and precipitiéus.
At 0930 hrs reached ref at kunei grass. Capt NICHOLAS,
Pte POLEY and Sjt KELLY, with No 2 Sec Cl1 Fl patrolled
northward up through high ground and kunal grass to 641702,
This #ill had a commanding viéw of SATELBERG, FINSCHHAFEN
and the general area south, with a great command of
SCARLET BEACH. Then patrolled on to higher ground in

the north. Moved east out to kunai and viewed +the country
generally, Found to be rough and rugged and useless for
MMGs. However, I considered that I could take over high
ground from B Coy, 2/17 and hold the flank. C2 placed on
high ground, at the top of kunai, approx 641701, C3 also

poa‘tﬂﬂ..
1230 Pls in posn, B Coy 2/17 having moved out 1130 hrs to
rejoin their Bn, Cl moved out to ref ? , with

Coy HQ situate on south bank of R SONG, approx 640688, At
1600 hrs TkA placed under comd, MVGs sited astride the
coastal trk at approx 661702. PIB (fwd recce and sp ) ,
camped right across track at 643690. Capt NICHOLAS now
considered the right flank well held, and impassable to

any large party of x troops, the fire power from amtomatic
weapons being very strong.

One sec of VMGs was withdrawn from C2 and replaced by two
Brens, Two ViiGs sited at Coy HQ area to fire on north

bank of SONG approx 634693, (2 and C3 had moved in rear

of HQ C Coy 2/17 until put into posn. Advance was slow,

and the carryingnof loads not too great a burden on the men.

On the first night the men were very tired. There had been
no casualties, and although not very happy, they were
resigned to their task

Thars 23 PIB patrol north to ARNDT, looking in at houses shown at

Sep EXXIIX65%%,6534, and to investigate track leading west
from 646730, No sign of any recent habitation at ARNDT
PT or houses. Quite recent signs at BONGA, Track shown
leading west found not to exist,
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C Coy (cont)

Thurs 23 Sep 1400 FOO 12 Pd Regt estab HQ with c2,

(cont)

Friday
24 Sep

Saturday
25 Sep

sunday
26 Sep

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Preparing DF +task north of €
o s 5 and C2 with 25-pdr

PIB moved south HELDSBACH PLTN

On SCARLET BEACH there were numerous strong posts
sited very badly. They were rec ently built, but :
Very poor arecs of fire. Crawl trenches had’recen'tly
beey dug. The defences had not been properly thought
out, or the beach could have been s slaughter-house
SCARLET BEACH itself is an excellent besch, but most

of the early waves landed on ve
ry rough beaches. Th
surrounding country is good for road-mgking, Ble- s

dozers soon made their way throu
gh. Definitely better
than RED BEACH; The land was opposed, but gat

strongly. Over D Day and
i ay plus one good fighter

Strength, 6 x 128, Grieve and Elliott evacuated,

Quiet day. Capt NICHOLAS and
party patrol
BONGA village. Nobvhing to report.. . e

Able to receive war news from Arty OP;

Approx 2030 hrs barge reported off
| coast travellin
in southerly direction. Appeared to land off airst:g'ip.

Hy bombing raids during morn
wounded ; remaining on &u‘by.ing* e D o~

Issue of canteen stores, each men receiving 1 tin of

tobacco, 2 pkts cigarettes. 1
pkt papers, 1
one-third pkt biscuits, and tin fraty. | o CoCLrotes

Quiet night, Arty still pounding away.,

Strength, 6 x 127, Pte CASHEL evac with dysen'l:ry;
Bombing raids during mormming- a long way from posn,

lore enemy barges travelling north, well out, Otherwise

all quiet.

Excellent observation,

i
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. Mond ay Strength 6 x 127,

27 Se
_’ p Pte BODLEY accidentally wounded in foot by bullet
from own rifle, Evac to CCS. Inquiry made,

Patrol up SONG R by Lieut GEB and perty. Writt
report obtained, G -

Patrol Capt NICHOLAS and party towards BONGA,

following track to west. On return party bombed b
9 EA. Dim view taken, &s no target in area, >

Ptes CASHEL and ELLIOTT returned from CCS,

Quiet night. Received some nice fish from AA, which
gx atly apprecisted.

Tuesday

28 Sep otrength, 6 x 128,
Cl Sec & P1 HQ moved out along BON&R track to c

over

it. Section settled in by 0900 hrs at 695657.
Pte GRIEVE retumrned from CCS
Visit from Maiow STWEMANN (2/3 Par Bn)
Attacks on 2/17 Bn Coy astride SATRELRERG track,
Repulsed, with losses to enemy,
Heavy air raids on FINSCHHAFEN , one by Mitchells,
Fairly quiet day, and no enemy ralds.

Wednesda Strength, 6 x 129,

29 Se

P Raid by lone enemy bomber, vicinity Coy HQ,

Quiet day,

Thursday

30 Sep Strength, 6 x 127

EDWARIE and WARD,L evacusted (? malaria)

Coy HQ and C¥3moved fwd to posn fwd of Bde HQ (photoma
146155). C1 and C2 remaining in posn on SONG R.ph 2

Settled in new location by 1615 hrs,
Mail day.
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Thars 2
Sep
Fri 3
oat 4 0630
1350
Sun 5 0400
1300
Mon 6 0100
0430

Tues 7 0815
1030
1630

Wed 8
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2/2 Aust MG Bn
WARDIARY

SEPTENMBER 1945
D COY DIARY |

Embarked on LST 473 at MILNE BAY. Sailed 1400 hrs from
MILNE BAY in company with five other LSTs,

Anchored BUNA approx 1630 and stayed night,

Left BUNA far RED BEACH,

Convoy attacked by enemy bombers and aerial toxpedoes,
Two direct hits scored on our LST, one by a HE bomb which
exploded on the bridge, causing most of the casualties,
and the other by an armour-piercing bomb which penetrated
through the bridge and tank deck and exploded near the
propellors shafts, completely disabling the LST. Total
number of casualties in the Coy was 22, of whom 14 weXe
evacuated off the LST on to a destroyer. We then remained
where we were , drifting until nightfall, when enother IST
took us in tow to MOROBE.

Arrived MOROBE, Anchored in harbour until approx 0930 hrs,
Craft beached at approx 1000 hrs and Coy proceeded to
off-load stores and vehs, and re-load into LST 454, which
had previously taken us in tow, This was completed by 1145
hrs, Imnch at MOROBE

Ré-embarked on LST 454 and moved out into harbour, Sailed
from MOROBE at approx 1600 hrs, with B Coy on snother IST.
We joined econvoy of smother 5 LSTs proceeding from BUNA to
RED BEACH, at approx 1700 hrs,

Arrived RED BEACH, Disembarked and dumped personal gesar, Coy
then proceeded to unload stores, which was hampered

considerably by vehs and stores on the beach, Unloading
was completed at 0415 Irs

Coy mr oceeded through BUSO village, due north of RED BEACH
and rested for an hour and a half, before moving into Coy
area at approx 925400, There were two raids on the Beach

end village area, one in the morning and one in the aftermoon,
but no casualties were casused in the Coy, apart from Lieut
MOULDER, who received a slightseratch from a splinter,

There was a further raid at night, dowmm in the Beach area.

One OR evacuated,

Coy left bivouac area to move fwd on carrying job.
Arrived AIUKI village (HQ 9 Aust Div)

Arrived APO village, where we stayed the night, Thick mud
and mach water encountered during march, and going very
he avy. |

Moved $$uk Copra Shed at SINGAUA Pltn this morning, and hed
lunchthere. One bombing raid during the morning. During
afternoon Coy carried stores from APO fishing village to
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.. Copra Shed dump, Bivouaced for night at shed,
One OR evacuated sick,

Thuars 9 Moved from Copra Shed to Rear 26 Bde HQ 751478, where
we arrived at 1100 hrs. During move up one Jap encountered
and shot by Lieut MOULDER, apparently wounding him as he
immediately blew himself up with a grenade.
Lieut CAMERON contacted Brig WHITEHEAD during the afternoon
to find out what job he wanted the Coy to do.

Fri 10 Sep 25 men from D1 P1, 22 from D3, plus 10 from D2 sent out

to carry 400 rations from 731473 (. jeephead) to 2/4 Aust
Indep Cpy at 700510, This party left at 0600 hrs and
returned approx 1600 hrs, Remsinder of Coy sent at approx
1030 hrs to assist in getting Engr stores to BUSU RIER .
at 71147]“:

Sat 11 Sep Fumber One gnnners rejoined Coy this afternoon., They had
been left behind when Coy moved from RED BEACH area on
7 Sep to check and clean the guns. Gun stores are now
located at TIKHERENG village, approx 793438 in charge of
Tech Storeman and 3 ORs,

Coy remained in same location, and carried stores to

2/48 Bn at 730475. Three personnel carried stores to
2/4 Indep Coy and stayed the night,

Sun 12 Sep Coy ceased to be under comi 26 Inf Bde and reverted to
h comd DAQMG, Left 26 Bde areas for TIKHERENG,
Pte SHORT rejoined unit.
1200 11 EA bombed BUREP R area (guns)but no bomb fell within
800 yds of Coy ares,
2000 Received instructions to move back to Rear HQ 26 Aust Inf
Bde at 0900 tomorrow,

Mon 13 Sep 0900 Coy moved complete with gun stores by tpt from TIKHERENG

to Rear HQ 26 Bde, approx 752470, and spent remainder
of day improd ng jeep track to BUSU R. |
Lieut MOULDER and Pte MILES det to 2/23 Bn,

Tues 14 Sep 0630 Coy received instns to move , complete with stares, to
area of 2/24 Aust Inf Bn at 713463, Personnel started to
move 0715 hrs, Stores to follow later by jeep approx 0900,

0930 Arrived 24 Bn area, where much small arms, arty and mortar
fire going on., The enemy was using meinly mortars. No
casualties. 2/24 Bn had got two Coys across river during
the previous night, but remainder of Bn still in our area.

1830 Remainder of Bn commenced to cross river, followed by
2/48 and 2/23 Bns,

Pte Mathers evac, Ptes Porter, Ferris and Collier rejoined.

Wed 15 Sep 0600 Owing to narrow bridge and difficulty of the crossing, this
not completed till now,
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‘Wed 15 (cont) This Coy had received instns to move rations and ann across
. the river immediately following the last Bn., At 0515 hrs
Lieut CAMERON with 3 others moved across the river to recce
a dump areas on the far bank, Coy started carxrying stores
at approx 0600 hrs, and continued throughout the day,

1100 26 Bde instructed that we were responsible for defence of

the bridgehead and dump areas on both banks of the river,

with Lieut CAMERON responsible for co-ordinstion of defence of
all troops in the immediate vieinity. One NCO and 6 men

from D2 P1 left to guard dump on east bank, one Sec D" left to
guard bridge on west bank of river, approx 710461, Remainder
of Coy moved and disposed beside Rear Bde at 706463, Adequate
defence of bridgehead was impracticable, so the force was
comeentreted along the south edge of kunai int he area, with

the exception of the two parties detached, as above,
Pte HOWE evac, |

Thars 16
| Sep Coy continued shifting stores across the river.

LOBs returned - 4 x 8. Nine C Coy LOBs att.
Pte MORGAN evac.,

Fri 17 Coy assisted to carry stores across river,
Pte HILTON X evac,

Sat 18 Sep Dl and D2 Pls proceeded to clear tracks for jeeps from present
location up west bank of riverto Kunda Br area, with view to

sipplying 2/24 Bn by jeeps instead of porters. No 3 Pl sent
ahead to recce track. The track was found passable as far as
-north end of kunai, ref 697506,

sun 19 Sep Party of 10 men from D3 went up to extend jeep track beyond
north end of kunai,
Lieat MOULDER, Pte MILES rejoined unit ex 2/23 Bn,

Mon 20 Sep Whole Coy wentd'up to continue job of extending Jeep' track,

and by aftermoon had the track as far as 697515. The track
could not be extended further without Engr assistance, anmd it
was decided to make the jeep-head at this point.

Tues 21 Sep Washing and cleaning up of area.

Wed 22 Sep Capt WRAGGE crossed to east bank of BUSU R to recce new srea
for Coy at 716457,

Thurs 23 Sep Coy started to move at 0730‘1ir's. Arrived new area approx
0800 hrs -nl1 proceeded to establish shelters , kitcehn, ete.

DF:-4 24 Oontinuation of camp improvements., C.0 s parade at 1330 hrs.

sat 25 Sep Continuation of camp improvements,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT026596



San 26 Sep  Church parades at 0900
JMon 27 Sep Cleaning and checking of gun stores, and inspection
of arms, etc,

Tues 28 Sep Coy went on route march to LAE. Had lunch and returned in
afternoon,

Wed 29 Sep Capt WRAGGE recced BUSU to find
iteb
e sultable place put

Coy engaged in washing, cleaning guns, ete.

Tmrs 30 Sep ¥ Half the Boy went down to G BEACH to Bn pack store,

to go through packs and get anythin
g required out of
them. Remainder of Coy nroceeded to bridge BUSU R,

—
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2/2 AUST MG BN

WAR DIARY

COMMANDING OFFICER S SUMMARY
AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 1943

August

After some four months of fairly intensive jungle trg, the Division
is again moving into an operationsl area, and much to our pleasure is
taking with them our Battalion in support. This is a lucky break, as

several other Corps units, including the biwv Cavm and two ragiments of
Arty, are being left beh:l.nd

The move from the Mainland to NEW GUINEA was uneventful, though
enlightening as to the American methods of transpoarting troops and
materiel, A conservative estimate of 25% of stores carried on 'I:ronpship
was either lost or badly damaged in transit.

Our sojourn in MILNE BAY was guite pleasant. ithe area seemed to be

comparatively free from malaria, and useful trg was put in , in
preparation for the farthcoming offensive,

weptember

The initial landing of the Division at RED BEACH on 4 Sep was unopp--
osed by land forces, and only 3 EA managed to get through our air cover
to attack the convoy just before beaching. Landing wave No 5, of 2 LCIs,

was put out of action, and a fairly high percentage of casual'l:ies susS-
tﬂmﬂd-

The Battalion, moving #n LSTs which were to lamd that night, were

dive-bombed and torpedo-bombed during the day. iwo LSTs were damged

The Bn suffered some casualties, details of which are contained in the
War Diary.

The weather during the first few days of the LAE operations was
extraordinarily good, and enabled our fwd tps to mske good progress.
Leter, when the rain did come, movement was considerably restricted,

and one realised what might have happened had we had wet weather :Ln
the initial steages.

This Battalion was mainly on “white boonging", unloading supply ships
and assisting to maintain forward Bdes. This work, although menial,

was carried out very thoroughly and efficiently, anﬂ earned the praise
of Divisional authorities.

On the conclusion of the active LAE operations, the Bn, with the
exception of C Coy, concentrated on the upper BUSU RIVER where a short

period of 'braining was enjoyed. Lessons learned earlier in the month
were applied by Coys.

Late in the month C Coy left with 20 Bde for the DIMINISH operation,

this time in an operational role, though few oppnrmnities to emplay
the vickers presented themselves,

morale of the unit as a whole has been good, despite the type of wark

on which it la s been employed, but comfarts have been in extremely short
supply, notably tobacco and ci@rettes.
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SUMMARY OF MOVsw AND OPERATIONS
SEPTEMBER, 1943

Move to Far Shore

The Bn embarked at MILN& BAY on 2Sep 43 on 5 of 6 LSTS forming
Leng@ing Group Two, due to reach KED BEACH at approx 2300 hrs night
D Day/D plus 1 (4/5 Sep).

On Saturday 4 Sep our convoy was attacked at approx 1355 hrs, when
well off MOROBE, by 4 VAL dive-bombers, which scored two hits on the
ST containing D Coy. One HE bomb exploded near the bridge, causing
casualties, while an AP bomb penetrated to the propellor-shafis before
exploding, and disabled the LST. D Coy suffered 23 casualtles, all
wounded, of whom 7 remained on duty, Immediately afterwards a force
of approximately 9 torpedo bombers attacked, flying 50/100 £t off the
water, Concentrated AA fire from Bofors,20mm and ,5 MGs was brought to
bear, and three ememy aircraft crashed into the sea, Our fighters had
intercepted, end probaebly were respossible for one, LST 141, containing
our B Coy, was tarpedoed on the stern, and the explosion wrecked the
after end of the craft., Of 63 casualties, 37 were killed or missing
believed killed, and 26 wounded, of whom 3 remained on duty. B Coy
suffered 6 casualties, NX27420 i’te THOMPSON,S.F., being killed and 5
others wounded,

B and D Coys were taken to MOROBE, where they transhipped and then
joined the convoy of Landing Group 3, which arrived on night D plus 1/
D plus 2 (5/6 Sep).

The remaining 4 LSTs reached RED BEACH at 2320 hrs 4 Sep and by
0330 hrs had been unloaded and were off the beach, Working parties

from the Bn spent next day moving stores from the beach to dumps further
inland,

Bn H) was estsblished at 925%99, with HQ Coy alongside and C Coy
temporarily at 924395, Major P.B,GREEN (OC A Coy) was in charge of all
RED BEACH defences, with A Coy occupying defensive posns along the
beach area, 1kA and AA gunswere under command.

C Coy moved to ALUKI on Sunday 5 Sep on AASC tpt, unloading Ord and
POL stores there. Next day they moved to APOfishing village, where
02 P1 carried stores to 2/23 Bn, That night they unloaded a mission of
6 LCVs at the beach in torrentizl rain, and carried wounded to barges
for evacuation., Portion of C Coy off-loaded stores from LCVs at SINGAUA
PLTN on the night 6/7 Sep, and the whole Coy was in pltn area by 1000 hrs
7 sep. That night CoyHY and C3 proceeded to the mouth of the BUREP R
(G BEACH) on LCVs, and unloaded storesnthere, Remainder of the Cqy later
joined them at TIKHERENG village, and until 13 Sep personnel were employ-

ed unloading two nightly missions of barges from RED BEACH, On one
night (12/1% Sep) 100 tons of stores were moved of fthe beach,

At approx 2100 hrs on 9 Sep, C Coy was moving domm the jungle track
from FTIKHERENG to the mouth of the BUREP R. About 200 yds from the
mouth, shots were fired into the party, and Lieut T McD EWING and A/WOii
N.FORREST were fatally wounded, the latter dying at 2/3 CCS next day
and Lieut EwiNG on Sunday 12 Sep., Investigation of the shooting placed
the blame on P,I.,B. personnel.

On Tuesday 14 Sep C Coy moved along the coast to the west bank of
the BUSU R at 741402, where D BEACH was established. There they continued
the work of unloading stores from barges and carrying to dumps until 18
‘dep, when they rested in the area,

B and D Coys arrived RED BEACH at 0100 lrs 6 Sep, amd affer unlosding
their craft moved into the area immediately north of BnH.

D Coy moved out from the BUSO area on 7 Sep, and reached APO for the
night., Next day they moved on to the copra shed at SINGAUA PLTN, and
carried stores from APO beach to the dumps at copra shed. Bn the morning
of 9 Sep the Coy moved to Rear HQ 26 Bde at 751478, and were employed
on 10 and 11 Sep to carry stores to 26 Bde units from the jeephead at
T31473.
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B Coy, during this time, were employed loading stores on barges at
RED BEACH , with some personnel accompanying them to G BEACH and later
to D BEACH., HQ Coy were also used as loading parties and carriers.,

D Coy moved back under comd 2§ Bde from LIKHERENG to 752470 on 13
Sem, and spent the remainder of the day working on the jeep track
through to the Busu River, Next day the Coy moved to 2/24 Bn area on
the east bank of the BUSU, where two Coys were across the river, ad
the remaginder of the Bde waiting to cross. That night all the Bde
crossed the river, and at 0600 Irs 15 Sep D Coy moved across in the
wake of the infantry, carrying stores, uilding dumps, and providing
local protection, for the brdgehead, they continued in this role until
Friday 17 Sep.

On 15 Sep B Coy moved out of BUSO area, on the march to the BUREP R,
end the same day the bBn received a wam ing order to move to the upper
BUSU area, neer the 26 Bde bridgehead. B Coy reached the BUREP that
night, and next morning marched up the BUREP to the jeephead on the
BUoU T146,.

BnHQ, HQ Coy and A Coy meanwhile had moved from the BUSO to APO
rishing villege on ilnr sday 16 Sep, learning during the afternoon that
LAE had fallen, Thex reached the jeep track turn-off on the BUREP for
the next night, and on Saturday 18 Sep moved across the BUIU to
establish a Bn area on the west bank , near a native village.

B Coy, who on 17 Sep had carried stores up the BUsU to 2/4 Indep
Coy, and D Coy, were also in the area, C Coy remained at D BEACH,

During the remainder of the month, A and D Coys were employed in
building and improving the jeeptrack to 697515, from whence native
carriers, escorted by personnel of this unit, carried stores to 2/24 Bn
and 2/4 Indep Coy., On 21 sSep there was a resllotment of area by 9
Aust Div, and as a result the on moved back across the LU to the
southern half of square T146 (1/25,000) on 23 wuep.

C Cay, on 19 Sep, were placed under comd 20 Must inf Bde for DIMIN.ica
operation, and on the evening of 21 uep embarked at  LmACH on Leic
and APDs, The landing was effected succesciuily at DIMINISH early on
22 vep, and ¢ Coy moved north of the JONG R onto a high feature at
641702, with a commanding view, ihe Coy was posted to hold the right
flank of the wubde,

Capt NIBOLAS took patrols northwaxrd towards sSONGA on the following
five days. Cl were sited at 695657 to cover the BONGA track, while on
30 Sep Coy HQ and C3 moved south towards the BUMI K,
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RATION POSTERN  MOST SECRET
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i o 9 AUST DIV _OPERATION ORDER NO 1 Copy No 2
: . ‘"‘_‘f , 25 Aug 43
; _Fh ; '. . -h-_“- . ) -
7 Rq#-'naps . 1:63,360 APPARITION - BINOCULAR Series, @
b s . Air Photo-Trace dated 22 Jul 43, -
Alr Photo Trace issued as Appx D to - _ | ’
9 Aust Div Maintenance Project. /
INFORMATION
: Enemy

9 Aust Div Special POSTERN Intelligence Summary already issued,

2. Topographical
9 Aust Div SpeuiaiiPOSTERH Intelligence Summary already issved.

Se Own Troops

1 Aust Corps supported by 5 AF and US Task Force 76 is to seize the

area BINOCULAR - APPARITION with a view to establishing airfield facilities
therein, and to establishing BINOCULAR as a base.

4, Operations are to be carried out in two parts :- AR

(a) Overwater operation - Cgpture of BINOCULAR -by-9-Aust Div
and attached troops.

(b) Overland operation - In which 7 Aust Div with attached
- troops is to establish 1tself in
EXCHEQUER by overland and alrborne
operation,

b. Role of 7 Aust Div

7 Aust Div is to seize APPARITION and then assist 9 Aust Div in the
capture of BINOCULAR by :-

(a) Preventing enemy overland reinforcement of BINOGULAR.

(b) When size of force concentrated at APPARITION permits -
carrying out of future operations against BINOCULAR 1n
conjunction with 9 Aust Div,

6. Boundary between 7 and 9 Aust Divs, to define areas of approach to
BINOCULAR -
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