AWMS52
2nd Australian Imperial Force and Citizen
Military Forces unit war diaries, 1939-45 War

ltem number: 8/5/2

2/2 Machine Gun Battalion
December 1943

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG 1026600



SECRET,

2/2 Aust, MlGl Bn, .
#AR _ DIARY. DECEMBER 10s

FINSCHHAFEN,

Dee, 1. 0900, C,0, and Major MACKAY =2nd Lieut, Ginn left en route C Coy.

Lient Ginn to take over a Pl of that Coy.

1400, €,0, and Major GHEEN P,B, attending conference at H.Q. &

Bde re projeected ops- A Coy will be under comd.
1820, 9 Div. order 0469, 2/17 Bn to releive %*7/53 Bn.

4 Bde,
20 Bde

will releive 24 Bde of responsibility for holding SCARLET

BEACH, snd assume operztionsal comd 24 Bde L,.0«+B.

24 Bde will remain responsible for defence of NORTH HILL.

C tk sqn less 11 tanks, 29/46 Bn, A Coy 2/2 M.G.Bn, 9 Fl

P, I.B,, and on releif Z7/52 Bn, will come under comd 4 Bde,
who will be responsible for their move same day to assembly g

posns, South and S.W, of BONGA, D* Pl at
nresent in supnort 20 Bde will reverxrt to
command of and rejoin 2/2 M,G,Bn, One tp
C San tks west of JIVEVANENG ceases to be
in support 26 Bde, and will support 2/2
M.G,.Bn, 2/2 M,G,Bn will adjust dispos-
itions prevaratory te projected move on
short notiee of © Div, Carr coy to come
under R.A.E. © Div, at 20 BRde jeephead
earliest possible after 2 Deec, to protect
Engineer road construction narties,

APPX

2140, Order sent out from ¥KEXE Bn to whole of Comp, Force, D Coy

less D1 Pl will move esrliest 2 Dec., amd relieve

2 Pls

o Div Caxrr Coy at STEEPLE TREE posn.548647, one Pl at

KUMUWA , On relief © Div Carr Coy move

to 20 Bde jeephead, Cept K,S,WHAGGE to remain

gs 0,C, Comp Force at ZAG, 1 tp C sgqn Tanks

now at STEEPLE TREE ‘comes in supvort of 2/2 M.G,
* Pn. A coy 2/2 4i,G,.Bn comes under comd 4 Bde.

21720 B coy reported seeimng lights and hearing 8 shots
fi red from direction of 2600 feature.
SITUATION 20 Bde, 2/1% Bn A =snd C coys advance towards
' NONGARA, At last light believed close to vil-
lage., contacted enemy scouts this area.
24 Bde., 2/28 Bn petrol fired on North of GUSL
IKA, 2/43 Bn A and B coys supnorted by tanks
adv, from PABU ref EXRAZE 6%7730 westward, and
meeting some oprosition at ref.6%2728, 26 Bde.
2/2% Bn, Bridgehead 112117 captured ans sec-
ured by C and D coys. Enemy force estimeted
st more than 50 wiped ont, Perimeter for the
night in close contact. 2/24 Bn. A coy moved
to FIOR.

FINSCHHAFEN
DEC, 2. THURSDAY. Light rain fell during the hours of
darkness, As & result road very slippery this
morning, but passable &t least a&s far as
STEEPLE TREE position.
1170, Advance party D2 pl passed Bn HQ., en route to
KUMUWA to relieve nl Carr coy. D% pl. unable
to move whole distance in one day, staying the
night in HQ coy area, Coy HQ moved through
early in the afternoon. -
Present posting of officers ;-
C.0., Lt<Col. E.MACARTHUR-ONSLOW. D,S.C.

| = 2 i/e, Major J.K,MACKAY,
\ P .J Ad 3t Capt. F.A.VARLEY;
g TR T:0s Lieut. W.M,BENNETT.
N.O, Capt, W.N.C,G.BENNETT,
\\\ - Chaplain, Psdre G,E,JAEGER.
Q.M, & 0.€, HQ Coy. Capt. P,K,SEARLE
7,0,  ILiewt, D,R,STUART,
\\\ Sig,0ffr, Lieut W,R,MELVILLE,
| - 0.C. TAMI Is:BaﬂeE Lieut,.C,A,H,MOXHAM

0.M.E. Cant. G. FBETEEiﬂﬂIGHT

cont.
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DECEMBER _WAR DIARY CONT.

- *PINSCHHAFEN
. THERS,  Dee. 2 cont, Present posting of officers ;- cont.

A coy.
0,0, Ma jor P,B,GREEN,

2 i/e. Lieut F,HERBERTSON,
No.l pl, Lieut R.J.R.BENNETT,
No.2 »l, Lieut C.C,.HALL,

No,% pl., Lieut.G.J.JEFFCOAT.

B coy.

0.C. Capt., P, H.K,STANILAND,
2 1/e. Liewt 0.B.JACK

No.l pl. Lieut W, N,TIPPETT
No,2 pl, Lieut H.E.EDWARDS
No.* P1l, Lieut G.T,FERGUSON
Attached. Lieut R,C,CANN,

C coy.

0.C. Capt W,B.NICHOLAS

2 4/e. - - =

No.,l nl. Lieut R.R.GINN

No.2 »nl, Lieut W,EB.AHMSTRONG
No.% »nl. Lieut C,P,CRAVEN

D coy.

ﬁl

0 Capt A.D. GGLDSMITH
2 ifa; - - -

No.l pl, Lieut H.J.C, CDOKHAM
No.2 pl. lLieut V.GC; MQULDER
No.Z% pl, Lieut P.E.RARRK]
Attached Lieut K aila MGLKREH

SCHOOLS,

Major G.A,SEARLE. Staff & Command Schoal,BEENLEIGH,
Capt G. A.TURHER Junior Staff School. PRISBANE.

" SICK.
Capt. J.G.CAMERON
Capt. R.J,CRIST
Capt., M,J.LANMB
Lieut., K,BRERETON
Lieut, A,B,FARUUHAR
Lievt, X,J . N, XIBBLE

Cept, H,B,STANILAND
Cept. C,L.FISCHER
Mz jor E.C,WILLIAMS
Major G,B,COMBES
Capt J.L.,A.MITEHELL

L,0.B.
Lieut 1.Y.MILLS

MISCELLANEOUS.
Lieut k,W.CAMERON D,S.0.
Lieut L,A.WALL
Lieut H,.E,GEE,
| T T b et
1600, Report from €apt.F.k.K,STANILAND, patrol from D1
pl found pool of blcod and blood drops along the
SIKI creek. Possibly caused by escaped prisoner
from 2600 fesature,
SITUATION, 20 Bde. 2/17 Bn no sighting of enemy.
K 2/15 Bn located enemy on the ridge east of MONGORA
one coy attacked with arty, m.m.g. and mortars
sun~ort and drove enemv off ridge. Further con-
tact made to north.
?4 Bde. B eoy 2/4” Bn continued =dvence with tank
supnort, inflicting casualties. @ Enemy erratic-

ally ahel%ad area 608715, E/TEEn found numerous
unoccopied posn al ong T pP L 0f Oy

-—
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PINSCRGAFEN
DEC, .2 .cont,

FINSCHHAFEN

FRIDAY
DEC. %,

SITUATION

FINSCHHAFEN
SATURDAY
DEC. 4.

.
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DECEMBER  WAR  DIARY - CONT;

Situmtion cont.
2/28 Bn. patrol work north of GUSIKA, not vet
returned. 26 Bds, 2/2% Bn occupied KUMNKO,
made three unsueseessful attempts to Xmd& dislodge

enemy north of village. 4 Bde. 22 Bn less A coy
moved to viecinity BONGA, Adv Bde HQ 6%%722,

6000. C.0. and I.0. left for C Coy and A coy,

taking mail and despatches. A coy pre-
paring to accompany 4 Bde, Al pl moved fwd with
22 Bn crossing KBLUENG River at 1200hrs, With
Capt W,P,Nickolas, C,0, and I,0. then ciintinued
to GUSIKA, returning vis 2/28 Bn., Inspected pl
nositions at EXCHANGE C2, PEBU Cl and CZ in fwd
nosition with 2/47 Bn, C.0. instructed B,D,
eand C coys eech to supply one N,C.0. =nd one O/R
to 4 Bde in an advisory canacity with each MG pl. APPK Q,
9 Div Op order No,2%,.
9 Div to advance 2long the coast to an ultimate
cbjective to be notified later.
Fwd tps. 4 Bde with under comd. C sqn 1 Aust Tk
Bn less 11 tks. A oy 2/2 M.,G.,Bn. 9 pl C coy
P,I,B, two dets AASC. two beach control parties

Appx
72 Regt 2 ESB. One amphibious scout party 522 g

“Regt 2 ESB., 4 Aust Fd Amb, less one coy. Det, B

2/8 Fd Amb, Det © Aust Div Pro.coy. Det ANGAU
and in support initielly 2/6 Pd Regt. 2/7 Aust
Fd Coy. Will asdwmance 2long cosstal route by
bounds and capture FORTIFICATION PEXINT HILL,
Assembly area south and SW of BONGA, -
24 and 26 _Bdes will continue present tasks until
line BONGA-HILL 1800-570718-WAREQ has been captured.
Ground to be held by 24 Bde will include area
BONGA ,EXCHANGE 616723 ,NORTH HILL and HILL 1800-579718.
By 26 Bde will in&ude high ground in 5672 and WAREOQ
and SATELBURG features. '
On D day 20 Bde come into Div reserve, continuing
nresent tasks until notified.
2/2 M,G.Bn Comp foree contimume to »rotect SATEL-
BURG RD =nd KUMAWA,
Malarizsl precautions.
08%0. 1 Tp C sqn Tks no longer in support 2/2 MG
Bn, Moving to 4 Bde area,.
20 Bde, 2/1%* Bn patrol encountered enemy dug-in
570715. 2/15 Bn foréed enemy from the ridge east
of NANGORA. 2/17 Bn relieved ”7/52 Bn
24 Bde, 2/28 Bn patrol north of GUSIKA unsble to APP Y
draw @ fire from north bank K.LUENG River,
2/47 Bn resumed advance with tanks brushing aside =¥
resistance., Onr tank bogged, one demaged by arty
fire. 26 Bde, 2/24 Bn moved to 545684, A coy
2/48 Bn relieved 2/4 Cav 2t MaRARUO, 2/2% Bn
mede some progress but were held up by enemy who
had been reinforced., 29/46 Bn moved to 673721,
37/52 Bn moved to 629721. |

_2100. D &ay_nnt before 5 Dec.

0900. Re D,C.,M, Pte FARR J, Prosecuting Officer
Lieut.H,E.,GEE, Defending Offr. Lieut
McLAREN, accempanied by witnecsses and Lieunt GARDINER
(to give evidence of charascter) left for Rear Div,
1400,  Patrol from B eoy report seeing Jap foot-
prints (possibly day old) lesding east 2long track
SIKI Creek.550666., '
Booby txap at White Rock set off accidently, failed
to explode. Apparently fuse was too wet to burn.
15%0, C,0, interviewed Brig.D,A,WHITEHEAD at 26
Bde Hd. %200 feature, re Comp force taking over
responsibility defence of SATELBURG and MARARUO,

C.0.requires releif of some resnonsibility at | _ Ve
spresent held, nemely defence of road to STEEPLE : -
TREE posn.548647 and would need Tk tp now at SATELBURG. o

e — m—
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SATURDAY >
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DECEMBER  WAR _ DIARY _ CONT:

G.l rang the C,0, enguiring time reguired for
first tps of Comp ® rece to be at SATELBURG to
releive 26 Bde tps. 8Six hours from first not-
ice. B coy placed on notice to move.

SITUATION, 4 Bde. D coy 22 Bn supported by arty &

2200,
FINSCHHAFEN
SUNDAY 0200,
DEC, 5.
1%200.
1715,
SITUATION
FINSCHHAFEN
MONDAY 1%00,
DEC. 6.

1400,

%_

S

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

mortar fire advanced to 623737, B coy moved
to 6147%2 &fter encountering enemy resistance
estimated two pls at 610777. ?7/52 Bn moved
t0619727, 20 Bde, 2/17 Bn made deen patrol
North of WILDE 570712. 2/1% Bn patrols area
NONGORA, some contact mesde. 24 Bde, 2/4% Bn
forced some slight withdrawsl (enemv) but were
fired on from North snd South. Unable to meke
further progress. 2/72 Bn less two coys moved
fwd in swpport Bde HQ 62%696. 26 Bde. 2/2% Bn
patrol found possible route to ecut mein Jap
track, PFwd coys made slight withdrawsl, Eepeat-
ed advances and attecks by enemy repulsed,

2/24 Bn, employed carrving supnlies and amn to
2/27 Bn, 2/4 Cav, sending three day patrols to
KULUNGTUFU, P.O.W, captured,

D dgy - Dec,5. Hour - 0770,

2 i/e, M,0, and Adjt. took Jeep to A coy, leaving
it for their use during ops with 4 Bde. Visited
all C coy pls, and 2/4% and 2/%2 Bns. All sub-
units Comp-force warned of possible move on short
notice,

C.0. engquired on preogress being made by B coy on
jeep track, to KUMAWA, Capt.PF.,R.,XK,STANILAND
considers track jeenzble in fine weather =s far
xsouth from mein rosd as QUOJA River, C.0. then
rang D2 asking Lieut MOULDER what smount of stores
and amn still remained at KUMAWA, D2 to commence
moving stores to QUOJA River crossing. Pl ecan
then be releived &t KUMAWA and used in defence
vositions on SATELBURG;

Pnr L.0,B, saw track thought to be made by enemy
approX one hour old, sent out patrel to inves-
tigete, Found natives had made tracks,

4 Bde, 22Bn contacted dug in positions and four
rows enti-tank mines, One tp tks erossed river
KALUENG, 20 Bde, 2/15 Bn attempting to cut NW
track behind enemy line. 24 Bde, 2/%2 and 2/4%
Bns continued pressure on enemy positions &nd
made some progress, Enemy gun fired 48 shells
into Bde area, No damage or casuslties,

26 Bde, Japs cut track, new track being used. Z
attacks beaten off during the day. 2/24 Bn moved
into close contact with enemy. 2/4 Cav sqn pat-
rolx reached JUNGAING, Nsatives report Jeps in
area FASEO, Discovered enemv position nnknown
strength sres S1FFQ7, Artv fired more than 4000
rds in close supnort snd C.B tasks on WIREQ LAG-
OON AND KITIGIA. Extensive 2ir ons,

C.0. to KUMUWA inspecting state of track and
extent of stores rem=ining in village. Contacted
D2 pl. Considering possibility’ of extending track
to KUMUWA from QUOJA River,

1.0, to B coy and pls B* and D1, taking maps show-
ing latest developements, and passing on relevant
informetion.

Supnly problem becoming scute owing to jeep short-
age and widely scattered dispositions of Coys

end pls, One Jeep on loan from A,S.C for day for
rationing and weter.

- gt e,

APPX

APPx B

e
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4 - DECEMBER  WAR  DIARY  CONT.

i e,

FINSCHHAFEN

TUA " =

%Egnﬁz SI4U TE?NPG/E %%?wi ﬁlgr¥$ ggfrgissup%grgﬂgﬁgggsﬂ-

3 fully advenced to LAGOON, Smell Jap pocket still

in area, 22 Bn no contact. 24 Bde, 2/28 Bn,
N.M.S. 2/72 Bn still in contsct, pushing west APPX
with B and D coy s 2/4% Bn, Some short clashes, 2
killed 7 Japs. 26 Bde. 2/2% Bn patrols made '
some contact. 2/24 Bn, N.M.S. 2/4 Cav, on patrol
to KULUNGTUFU finding going very difficult,

FIHSCHH;gggEAY SITUATION, 4 Bde, 29/46 Bn with arty sup-

DEC: 7 port drove enémy North. 75mm gun found intact
8 at 619740, Bn not in contact last light. Whole
Bn moved north. Z*7/52 Bn., B cov ambushed enemy
narty 600742 killing 10 inecl, 2 Offrs, 22 Bn.,

B cov cleared enemy pocket 610778, 20 Bde. APPX
2/15 Bn. enemy withdrew during night from posns
NW of NONGORA. Locested at 577716, 2/%22 Bn., con- A

tinued westerly advance, held np by hy fire and
precipitous terrain, 2/4% Bn. A coy cut track

KUANKO - KWATINKO., A coy attacked East to PEAK
HILL, surprising enemy and ca&using casualties,

2/48 Bn and 2/4 Cav. patrols N.M,S. Some enemy
air activity in the area,

0900, C,0.,I.0, and Sig Offr en route to A and C coys.
A coy carrying 24 belts per gun, most of which
mast be manhandled by pls, fwd ﬁrﬂm native car-
riers dump, =pprox, one mile. Coy jeen forced
to cut.own track when tanks ( bogged and blown )
blocked further progress on track.,

Pte RIDDELL killed in setion Dec.6. by own erty .
shell, burst close in front of fwd positions.
Splinter coming back caused fatal wound,., Pte

Elmer wounded by enemy shelling Deec.6.

C coy pls -no change- except C% who are still

moving fwd with 2/%2 Bn. Trsek over which guns

and stares are carried very slinperv and steep.
Perconnel c¢f »l showing signs of extreme nhysic-

al exhaustion, due to constant movement over
difficult terrain with heavy loads and lack of sleep.

054%, 2/1% Bn will releive 22 Bn of responsibility of

GUSIKA besch head defence at earliest possible, APPX
Bach coy of 22 Bn on releif will be at immediate B
disvosal of 4 Bde.

FPINSCHHAFPEN

Tuesday

BEG B .

1120, I.0. on visit to KUMUWA., Passing on information

local #=nd general situation,Smsll party of
natives have recocuppked village
1530 Hesavy rainstorm. Hoad becoming difficult for as-

-cent of Jeeps,

1400, Warning Order,Battn less 2 Coys and attached g
groups prepare for move to Scarlet BEACH AREA,
Passed on to all sub-units,

2050, Confirmation of warning order to move,

1620 One Officer,ll ORs of 2/3 Pnr Bn en route KUMUWA;

to relieve D2 Platoon.

2130, Continuouvs rein,C.0., .rang Div for permission to
delay move to SCARLET BEACH 24 hovrs should rain
continue throughout night,in which cs=e SATELBERG
road would be almost impsssable to all wheeled
traffic.Permission granted, STaady rain throughout
night. Sub-units advised,

Capt, W,P; NICHOLAS contacted for n0351ble Bn areas

SCARLET BEACH;

SITUAT'IUH...... 4 Bde, *0/46 Bn patrol reached
River TUNIN where strong onnosition encountered.

Bn mede progress ag inst opnnosition.?7/52 Bn
- indiecations enemy force by-nassed bv B Coy. J/:i

_ 22 Bn. A Coy relieved by %/lﬂ'ﬁn ﬂ@vanc& nf tanks | . P
i - ' _.*_.....‘w'*'
t | e - —
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DEC 8.(cont.) held up by built up mines and soft going,
LAGOON reported unsuitable for barge landing.
20 Bde g£XX® 2/1% Bn moved to Gusika. 2/1%5 Bn APPX A,
contacted enemy. 2/3%2 Bn made some progress

but enemy still on 1800 feature., 26 Bde 2/4

Cav patrol re=ched JOANGENG, No signs recent
enemy oceuvation., Located enemy 512704, 2/2%
noved North encauntered strong enemy »osn
549716, 2/24 Bn inflieted heavv casunalties

on enemy parties ( some retreating in disorder)

KWATINEC and PEAK HILL,

Jap posns cover all tracks le:ding to Wareo.

Over 2300 -rounds fired by Arty on enemy posns
WAREO, LAKONA,KILIGIA esreas, PT boats destroyed
four enemy barges west of SIO,

Lieut H.E., GEE evac to 2/9 A,G,H,

FINSCHHAFEN

THURSDAY

DEC 9, 0900 Lieut W,M. BENNETT with two ORs left for SCARLET
BRACH area,to contact Capt. W.P,NICHOLAS and make
recce for Bn area.Posn previously occupied by

2/17 Bn selected., 687676,

1430 Major J,K,MACKAY inspected 2/17 Bn area,sited

Bn HQ. Coy and L,0,B. Groups.
1630 G,I, phoned C,0, Bn to move further North than
Scarlet BEACH,No definite area allotted,
1700 Adjt. advised I,0, of changed plan.Possibly use
2/17 Bn area for staging, C. Coy Hﬂ to move to
ORIENTAL 100830 L.,
Capt. J. G.Gamerﬂn.rejoinad C. Coy.

FINSCHHAFEN
Pridey
DEC 10, 0830, First transport reached 2/17 Bn area.,Dump
established there,
1000 21 x 1list,28 reinfs arrived SCARLET BEACH.X list
parinnnel re joined Gnys,reinfs remaining temvorarily
“rit Bnr '

1100 C.0. reached SCARLET BEACH,rang G.I, informing

him first group had arrived SCARLET BEACH.
Instructed to move Bn and attached tps to NORTH
HILL area,

One Coy to come under comd 20 Bde GUSIKA, B Coy
warned to move immedistely.

C.0. then rang 24 Bde for allottment possible area,

Given viecinity 615690, Accompanied by 1.0, and Sig
Offr C.0, inspected that area,choosing 614688 as

Bn HQ site, Remainder of Bn and attached trps reached
new posn during afternoon,Sig., com, established 1700
hrs,

_SITUATION 4 Bde, 29/46 Bn secured Beachhe=d mouth River
TUNOM, B Coy killed probebly 12 enemy 613738,
Bend C Coys relieved by B and A Coys 22 Bn
respectively.37/52 Bn crossed river 602751 APPX A,
encountered onposition estimeted two pls.Posn
engaged by Arty. 20 Bde, 2/15 Bn contacted 2/3%2
Numerm s abandoned enemy posns and fd gun sites
found on track N, of NONGORA., 2/17 Bn moved North
to GUSIKA, 24 Bde, 2/32 Bn vatrol to contact 2/24
Bn fired on. Visual contact only,made, 26 Bde,

Large MDS found on high ground east of BAZULUO.
Strong enemy pcsn captured by 2/4 Cav, A and C
Coys, 2/24 Bn in close contact, Bde HQ FICE,

FINSCHHAFEN
SATURDAY
DEC 11, 0900. Coy Comds conference.C,0. not satisfied with move | o
as carried out on previous day.Too muich surplus g
gear being accumilated by all personnel,requiring
: ” o, >

o s o d— — T — —
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DECEMBER WAR DIARY CDNT,

SATUREPAY |
DEC 11, cont. excessive use of vehiecles available for carrying

essential materigl ,Training to,be carried out whenever
possible ‘in the nesr future to eleiminate delavs and
weight on futumwe moves, O0ffrs to ensure each man is
cepable of meving whole of own belongings and eguin-
-ment,.Be prepsred to move at short notiee( half hour)
and quickly set up shelter in new posns.latrines dug
during a2ll halts,

0920, Cept. F R K STANILAND at Bn en route GUSIKA, C,0, left
with Capt. STANILAND for,h 20 Bde.

1530, Warning order from C.,0. by phone,Bn,,less 3 Coys,and
10B Grps move to USIKA., No move before 0730.No 15
cwts, Cannot be used on NORTH HILL track,

1800 C.0., issued instructions for move to GUSIKA,
One LCV available from SCARLET to GUSIKA Beach,This
will ecarry amm,,guns,rations and accommodation stores-
lMovement of Fersﬂnmal to commence 0900 hrs,
Order of march..2/3 Pnr Bn LOB.,26 Bde LOB,,2/4 Cav

LOB. ,HQ Coy, Bn HQ and D Coy.
Light rain fell almost cont nuously during afternoon
and night. ,
SITUATION, 4 Bde, 29/46 Bn reached KILIGIA arez with 2/2 supp.
COCONUT BEACH very suitable for landing craft. 20 Bde,
No contact, 24 Bde, Contact made between 2/3%2 Bn and APPX A,
2/24 Bn, 26 Bde, 2/4 Cav Sqn found FASEC unoccunied.
Natives report Japs were warned, Bde HQ PEAK HILL, 2/2% Bn less

FINSCHHAFEN D Coy WAREO D Oﬂ% BAZALUO,2/24 KWATINKO-FIOR,PT boats night /10
SUNDAY sank-destrcyed 15 brges of REISS PP, 5 more off HARDENBERG PT,

-, - e e s . S e g ae e e

DEC 12, 0700, Jeeps commence carrying stores from Bn area to
SCARLET BEACH for loading on LCV.Unit 15 ewts having
difficulty to reach Bn owing to state of track during
rain,

Bn HQ closed old location 1100 hrs,reopened 630733

same time,

2/13 Bn remaining in posn et 630723 until 0900 hrs

13 Dec.

Remainder of day s-ent ferrying stores from GUSIKA

to new area and personnel erecting temporary shelters,
Locations #s at 1800 hrs 12 Deec,

Bn HQ 63%30733,A Coy under comd 4 Bde,B Coy staging GUEIKA
en route 20 Bde. C Coy under comd 24 Bde 625720. D Coy

624738. HQ Coy 625732 until relieved by Carr Coy. the n

move to 631731, 26 Bde LOB 612733,2/3 Pnr LOB 625735
2/4 Cav(Commando) Sqn 61373% ( 4 T> C Sqn tanks )
moving to 6257%4 13 Dec in sn 2/2 MG Bn, ;
Lieut V.C.MOULDER renorting to B ech pending reclassife
, -ication, |
SITUATION, 4 Bde, 2946 Bn mopped u» and econsolidated mouth R,
SOWI ,numerous Jap stragglers killed during day. 37/52
, Bn ambushed 7 Japs,believed 211 killed, Later ambushed
18 more,5 killed, 22 Bn patrol found amm dump and med
supplies and perts of fd gun, 20 Bde. 2/1F Bn relievin g
37/52 Bn, 24 Bde., No significant change. 26 Bde., 2/23
Bn patrol killed 2 Japs wounded one of & psxrty of. 20, APPX A
2/24 Bn A Coy penttrated enemy posn inflieting casual
~ties,Wiped out party moving down track, PT boats
night 10/11 sank 2 damaged ? bharges,Fired on from
shore,

F%ﬁgEEHAFhH

HONDAY 0800 2/13 Bn mcving out. Clear of area by 1000 hrs,

DEC 173 0930 Major RASH OC Carr Coy coentacted C.C, re posn for
his Coy and their rcle . He expects to fake over from
H:Q. Coy tomorrow, :
Lieut ¥, HERBERTSON,Lient JACK,Capt, A.D., GCLDSKITH

: and Capt, W.P. NICHOLAS visited Bn today in that order.
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FLNeBHA FEXR

KONDAY DEC.1% ©C.0, ordered all map refs used by Comp Force to be
(cont.) given from Photo-Maps BONGA-WAREO and LAKONA until

further notice.Sitrep each day to Div,
1600 Capt. H.,B. STANILAND ealled at HQ,hoping to see his

brother ,Remaining overnight.,He leaves for Junior Staff
Sechool morning 14 Dec,

1730, Maj. J,K, MACKAY rang DAQMG re possibility cf
obtaining ten natives far carrying purposeg .

SITUATION,

4 Bde, 22 Bn continuned advance agsinst light oppn.
By passed smz2ll enemy pdsn 609778. 29/46 Bn reorganised PP
in present posn, 37/52 Bn A Coy across XR. SOWI, s
20 BRde, 2/15 Bn moved into 2res vacated by 22 Bn, 2/17
Bn patrolling , 24 Bde, 2/32 Bn patrol found much enemy
amn and equip., 26 Bde, 2/4 Cav report Japs using
tracks WALANGAT ,ZAGAHEM, 810, 2/%2 Bn killed one Jap
at enemy nosn ﬁ48732 nﬂulﬁ net ocutflank posn,Ufher
patrols killed 2 waunﬂedE ,daps, 2/24 Bn captured enemy
posn after six haurs fighting. BONGA WAREQO Track,now
cpen.BEstimated 25 enemy killed.PT boats night 11/12 sank
_ 3 barges off Cape KING WILLIAM,
GUSIKA :
TUESDAY _
DEC 14. 0930, C.0. on visit to B and A Coys.

1030 Ten natives arrived for use of Em*Emplnyed carrying water

and supplies.
Carr Coy.will not now come under comd 2/2 MG Bn.,but move
to COCONUT BEACH and come under comd 20 Bde, -
Ref PHOTOMAPS patrol 1 offr 4 ORs from 26 Bde LOB alon g
north benk R, KALUENG to 171146, Further patroeol, 1 offr
10 ORs along Sonth benk R, KALUENG to 176154,

1110, Leit K J N KIBBLE merched in from @ Div Reception
~ Camp.Ordered by MO to rest at Bn until Monday 20 Deec,
1300, C,0., reviewing posting of offrs, Un return Lieut
' Farquhar he rejoins C, Coy,Lieut KIBBLE rejoins C
Coy 20 Dec, Lieut C.P, GRAVEN and Lieut R C CANN to
Bn and carry ont liaison duties,Lieut COCHRANM goes Tn
SAS BONEGILLA, Lievt R,R., GINN to D Coy.

1445 Warning to HQ Coy and 2/3 Pnr Bn 1O0B mitual exechange

c¢f posns,’ossibly 15 Dec,
1520, LO Div rang Brig D,A.Whitehead would like Lt., Col,
MACARTHUR-ONSLOW to ring him first o-nortunity.
1530, Message(phone) G1lll Leaner, 24 Bde LOB moving to

GUSIKA BEACH from SCAKLET BEACH 1100 hrs 15 Deec, Will

come under comd 2/2 MG Bn. All groups informed of
nc ssible change of plan for defence of GUSIKA Beachhead,
1800 CEME would like permission for 2/77 LAD to be used by
fwd troops,( 4 and 20 Bdes) C.0, agreeable,
SITUATION, 888
. 4 Bde, 22 Bn attacked enemy nosn 606784,causing
withdrawal killed 10.Enemy foi:nd dug in 5Q7T7AT.
B Coy attadked posn at 598783 killing 8, A and C Coys APPX A
(37/59BVFeXvETXNIERVEYIVIEX Bn after relief by 2/13 Bn
drove enemy off high ground north of R,SOWI, 29/46
Bn protecting KILIGIA BEACH, 20 Bde 2/13 Bn relieved

37/52 Bn.

H
§
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iggﬁigﬁﬂY 09%0. Group Comds. conference. HQ coy to establish water
15 Dec. " point at FBRD and arrsnge to police same., No wash-

ing or bathing West of FORD,

D coy Comd. to superimpose coy over comp-force ares

and co-ordinate MG's in defence of area linking with

C coy MG's plan, .

Paetrols to be cerried out West snd NW., West to ref. APPX
maps 1/25000, 60 easting, North to 75 northing. C
24 Bde group L,0,B take over D coy &rea on arrival.

2/% Pnr L.0.B, relieve HQ coy and carry out training

with tanks. HQ coy teke over responsibility defence of
GUSIKA BEACH and coast, Releifs to be ecmnlete by 171800L.
Daily returns re strength of each groun availzble for work.
Natives to be used for distribution of rations and amn,
Kunai patche® in area to be, burnt off.

1200, C.0. rang C,R,E, for permission to use bulldozer to
imptove tank crossing KULUENG River, =nd to improve
entrance GUSIKABEACH, At oresent onlyv one barge can -
bezch there, A passoge could easilv be blown to allow
two or more to overste together,

Capt BROWN 0/c Tk A Bty to call 160066L and arrsnge
mitaul use of boet repaired on BUMI RIVER by Cant
J.T, LAMB, which now has an outboard motor.
Lieut R,C,CANN and C,P,CRAVEN arrived at Bn HQ to carry
out liason duties,
1500, Lieut C,P,CRAVEN marched ount. P.U.0. -
12%0, 24 Bde L.,0.B., arrived GUSIKA, Met by Capt. A.D.GOLDSMITH
who guided them to area.
SITUATION. 4 Bde, 22 Bn., D coy attacked Jap position 596787 40/50
- strong, Killed 5 - remainder withdrew, A coy attacked
enemy positionfo5786 foreing withdrawal snd killing 5.
27/52 Bn., A and C coys in contact durind the day. Jap.
position 600773 vacated leaving ¢ dead. Enemy movement
observed, one pl strength erossing MASAWENG River, eng-
aged by arty. 29/46 Bn after releif by 2/1% Bn moved
to rear of 22 Bn, APPX
20 Bde, 2/13 Bn took over defence of KILIKIA aresa.
2/15 Bn, vnloading duties XxXx COCOANUT BEACH, A
24 Bde, foun® abandoned enemv gun positions 577718 and
580710, - 26 Bde, 2/24 Bn after four hours fighting snd
two unsuccessful attemnte to outflank enemy position at
657777 drove enemy out. 2/4 Cav. patrol to MALOLO,NMS,
Native carriers with further patrol attacked with spears
by hostile nstives, Arty fired 660 rds.

One E/A. (L1l4) dived bombed PT boats SCARLET BEACH w1th—
out sucecess,

GU X
_ TﬂggggﬁY 0a00, Lieut R,C,CANN left Bn to visit A cov snd obtain

DEC. 16 information of theri locstions snd aetivity.

: : 0GZ20, Capt BROWN at Bn. Arrangements made for boat
to,leave GUSIKA BEABH d=2ily at 6920 hrs running alter-
nate days to Northern and Sountherb beaches.

During the morning Pnr L,0.B2s releived HQ coy, who
then took up positions GUSIKA BE!CH area, Capt.A.D,
GOLDSMITH making recce to vosition M.G's in Bn ares.

1400, Lieut L,A.WALL merched out to G. D, D. Brisbane for re-
lease from Military service,

1600, Capt W.P.NICHOLAS at Bn. Obtzsined permission from the
C.0. and Comd.26 Bde to accomvany 2/4 Csv,.(Commando) Sqn.
long range natrol, Bte and route to be svectfied later,
Bapt.NICHOLAS since the original landing at SCARIET
Beech has commanded C coy in such 2 manner as to gain the
admiretion of Bns 24 Bde while his »ExssrxX lesdership
eand devotion to duty under =11 circumstances has been
an inspiration to @all under his command,

1800, Advised 4 Bde L.0.B. arriwing GUSIKA 17 Dec, and will
. come under comd 2/2 Aust. M.G.Bn., =and erea occupied
by A end C coys 2/17 Bn to be inclvded in defence plan
GUSIKA BEACH.heed. Ref PHOTOMAP 188169, B coy. A @ﬂr'1?1171
SITUATION; 4 Bde., 22Bn drove an@mw frﬂmaLﬁﬁﬁﬂA to aﬂﬁﬂt:ﬁﬁ 594790,
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GEE%%%BAI where they are now encircled., ®nks unable to

cross the creek owing to the steep banks.
Tave 35, ool 27/52 Bn A coy with mortar and M.M,G,support success- APPX
fully attacked enemy position 589771 - 20 killed,
29/46 Bn relieved by 2/1% Bn, Moved to rear of 22 Bn. A
20 Bde, moving in rear of 4 Bde. 26 Bde. 2/4 Cav,
on extensive inland patrols, 2/24 Bn in contact un-
able to outflank. Arty activity

gg%%ﬁ% 0c00hrs. C,0., Major SNELL, I.0,, =and Lieut CANN left to

DEC. 17 contaet 2/17 Bn and inspect nositions occuvied by A
- - snd B coys 2/17 Bn, On return C.0.rang G.l.., BHe
considered that the force at his disposal was insuff-
icient to effectively hold »resent arez plus the ground
occupied by those coys, Sugegested &s alternative
holding ridge ref PHOTOMAP 164157 to 16716% -nd sending
patrol including ambush natrol to North =nd West.
G.l. concurred to alternate nlan,.
- 1.0. and Lieut CANN left B oy nosition 168169 hoping
y to find possible supply route to 26 Bde L.0.B. HQ.1741%8,
Followed track to XfX$ 161158. Turned off South st
this point as track continued in general Westerly
direection., Country in this area thickly timbered
and mostly re-entrants, While no further tracks were
encountered until 26 Bde L.0.B.HQ reached, by follow-
ing re-entrants North of KALUENG River, a track whieh
could be developed as supply route runs from 174158 to
17%316% then o 167163,
Mejor SNELL O/C 26 Bde L.0.B,to vosition 4 Bde L.0.B.
and outline their task and patrol zetivity.
1540, Bde advance party reached 26 Bde L.0.B.HQ,, remaining
in area till morning.
18C0. 7reported 2 guns A coy now U/S after firing with scute
angle of depression. Sliding valve in steam tube nmm
would not allow escspe of steam, csusing the barrels
to bulge through over-heating. Barrels could not
then be removed, New guns being sent up.
No.% pl A coy after giving supoorting fire to an
attack by the 22 Bn located a Jap pocket in rear of
their position, Rev attacked the nosition with
pistals and S,M.G's, killing 1% Japs without loss
~ to themselves
SITUATION, 4 Bde, Heavy fighting LAKONA area during the day.
22 Bn in close contact. Tank support held up by
creek. 20 enemy killed, 27/52 Bn moved to high
ground overlooking the SANGA River. 29/46 Bn in
reserve area 589685, P.I.B. patrol West from KILIGIA
observed considerable Jap movement. Ambushed 1 party. -
20 Bde further advahce in rear 4 BRde, APPX
24 Bde. Patrol activity only. A
26 Bde. 2/4 Cav patrol to ZAGAHEMI report village oca
cupied.- by enemy. 2/24 Bn found enemv withdrawn from
vogsition of nrevions dawv, TRACR renorts signs of hy
movement between LAKONA =2nd HUBIKA, no signs defensive
positions south of GRTIFICATION POINT,
Heavy arty supvort and sir strikes along the coast.
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- GUSLF%
SATURDAY 0930, Conference of group comds at 26 Bde L.0,B,HQ.
DEC, 18. | All spare L,i.G's held at"Bkch to be issued to 4 Bde
' L,0,B. who have no automatic weapons.
A section of M.M.G's made up of D coy personnel using
the repaired guns from A coy to take up defensive
positions in 4 Bde area, 2/% Pnr L.,0.B., require 1 MMG,
Further weapons for 4 Rde L,0.B,.,~-
z x 2" Mortars,
1l x =" Mertar.
12 S.M.G s
2 Verev pnistols,
Coy comd D coy to recee and position MMG Sec in 4 Bde
L.0.B, area,
Patrols to be arranged by Major SNELL. No booby traps
for 4 and 26 Bde L.0.B to be set at present. Natives
to be used for sup»nly of 4 Bde L,0,.B, and move to 26
Bde L.0,B, &rea, Jeep head will be extended as far
as possible along supnly route, Bulldozers required
for short time on portion of proposed track,
Sub-units will arrange to build or select miniature
ranges and carry out practices, Further adm arrasnge-
ments made, |
0930, Lieut CANN took two VMG‘'s to A coy by barge.
20 Bde moving north accompanied by B coy 2/2 M.G.Bn.
1800, 5jt., J.KENYON to leave 191200L for 0QCTU,
Capt W,BENNETT (M,0.) évacuated to M,D,S.. (P.U.0.)
SITUATION, 29/46 Bn ascross SANGA River, Enemv fled North in
disorder, Enemy, 150 strong, heavilyv mortared at
587801, 22 Bn B and C coys moved West along North
bsnk of SANGA River, mopping up. Counted 74 enemy
dead, Leading platoon ambushed =nd killed 7 Japns,
*7/52 Bn, A and D coys in close contact, Bde HQ
moved to 505784, Z P1 A coy 2/2 M.G.Bn after sup-
porting attack by C coy 22 Bn at LAKONA descended
cliff and killed 1% Japs with pistols and SMG‘s with-
ocut loss. 20 Bde, slight adwance, 24 Bde, found
EX#X evidence of large HQ at 570728,
26 Bde., 2/4 Cav, patrol inland established O0.P. on
ridge 500 yds south of ZAGAHEMI. W/T jammed for the
last three days. 2/2% Bn patrols failed fo contact.
2/24 Bn no contact. Arty fired 2400 rds mainly on enemy »
position north of MASAWENG River,

GUSIKA
SUNDAY 1000, Lieut H,J,C,COCHRAM, Sjt GEANY and Sjt MONTGOMERY
DEC, 19, arrived at Bn HQ en route to S.A.S. BONEGILLA.

1100, Sjt.J.KENYON at Bn en route to OCTU.
Keport by Cpl WHITE K,E, on observations whilst M.G.
adviser with 4 Rde, APPX
WARNING ORDER ereanGUSIKA south to emcl. SONG, west
toBAZALUO becomed 24 Bde responsibility. 2/4 Cav Sagn
to protect left flank, Inel under comd 24 Bde, 2}2
M,G.Bn,, =and 211 L,0,B, grouns &t »resent under their
comd, who remain in ponition GUSIKA.
* Lieut R.R,GINN deloused three UXB vicinity PABU, |
SITUATION, 4 Bde, 29/46 Bn forced enemy retreat after arty con-
centration and crossed MASAWENG River unopposed.
22 Bn moved up in rear, *7£52 Bn covering Bde left
flank. 20 Bde., 2/17 Bn at LAKONA. 24 Bbe N.T.R.
26 Bde, 2/4 Cav Sgn inland pstrol report small enemy
party in ZAGAHEMI, 2XXZ B 2/2% Bn patrols to
BAZALUO, Arty fired 1240 rds in sup ort 4 Bde,
One enemy A/C dropned 6 bombs on SCARLET BEACH,

*
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GEST" 2 o5 :
MONL-£Y 2/28 Bn to releive 2/2% Bn and come under comd of
DEC, 20_ 26 Bde. 2/27 Bn wibll move earliest on 22 Deec. in

26 Bde reserve ready to continue to destination to
be notified later., 2/4% Bn retained SCARLET BEAEH?
NORTH HILL area in reserve 24 Bde,

10720, D% cerrying out firing oractice, firing out to sea.
Lieunt R.C,CANN evacuated to M.D.S. (P,U,0,) |
Major H.K,MACKAY visited B coy and 11 Bty TK/A Regt.
at COCOANUT BEACH. B coy moving to beach north of
MASAWENG RIVER on 21 Dec,

2100, C.0. to be present at A,S5.C.HQ. GUSIKA 211445L when

- General BLAMEY cslls there,

SITURTION. 4 Bde, 29/46 Bn encountered strong enemy position at
584818, After arty.MlG, and tk support, attacked &
cleared position by 1800hrs. Preliminary count of
enemy dead - 18. Further 28 enemy dead found.

20 Bde, 2/13 and 2/15 Bns moved to area south of

MASAWENG RIVER. 2 Pls 2/2 M.G.Bn with 2/1% Bn.

24 Bde, TAC HQ st 582718. ~

26 Bde. JInland patrol on return report three enemy

positions S.W. of ZAGAHENMI, 2/2% Bn patrol to contact

own troops LAKONA, 2/24 Bn patrols report new tracks APPX
along SOWI RIVER., . Arty firdd 1104 rds in support of A
-4 Bde, Enemy A/C dropped one bomd south of LAKONA &

14 at KATIKA, 5/6 more south of LAKONA. PT boats

night of k8 18/19 destroyed 2-100ft MLC, sank 6 and

destroyed one barge on beach st HEISSPOIHT WALANGI,

damaged 5/8 loaded barges headed south.

g%E%%iY 0770, Boat sent to B coy to assist their move.

DEG. 21, 0800. 2 i/e left with Jeep and trailer for B coy.
*“+* 1000, Lieut R.R.G4VN at Bn en route to D cov where he will
tzke over comd No,l Pl vice Lieut COCHRAN.

0930, C.0. left by barge for LAUNCH JETTY,

1300, In abseénce of the C,0, - Capt @OLDSMITH warned to be
prepared to ¥ deputise for him when General BLAMEY
visits GUSIKA,

Major P.B.GREEN at Bn to see C.0. - remaining overnight.

1130, The boat which had gone to B coy swamped, and is pro-
ably demaged beyond repair. One Bn jeevp with damaged
sun wheel in MASAWENG RIVER, New part sent for urgently.

ERX 0,297 from 24 Bde TAC, 2/2 M,G.Bn nnder comd 24 Bde APPX
in nresent ares, 24 Bde to hold area GUSIKA -WAREO c
incl, LANFEMAE -BAY excl. Releiving 26 Bde.

g Div,0.880., 24 Bde releive 26 Bde earliest. On re-

leif 2/4 Cav.Sqn, 2/2 M.G.Bn Comp force pass to comd

24 Bde, 16 tks in su»nnott 24 Bde. 24 Bde responsible

for £z’ defence GUSIKA-WAREO-LANGEMAK BAY, and hold
SATELBURG with one coy. Hold one Bn in reserve aresa APPX
NORTH HILL-SCARLET BEACH, 26 Bde will on releif come im D
into Div reserve area - mouth of MASAWENG RIVER;

Training syllabus received from subsunits under comd
2/2 M:biBn,

SITUATION; 4 Bde, FORTIFIC/TION HILL captured. 20/46 Bn no con-
tact. 26 enemy desd counted. *7/52 Bn no contact.
Saw large bodies of Japs who were engaged by arty &
MMG, 20 bde. B coy 2/2 MG Bn now at 583803.
24 Bde, 2/28 Bn moved to WAREO. 26 Bde. Patrol
activity only., Airops, 20 Dec, HUBIKA, WANDOKAI,
WALANGAI heavily bombed and strafed.
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GUSIKA 0930 Court of Enquiry held on loss of £170 canteen
WEDNESDAY money 12/13 Dec., Lt. Col. President,
22 DEC. Capt. GIOVANELLI, member,

1025 MLO GUSIKA requires 30 men to unload three LCMS
1100 hors. D Coy supplying 20, 24 Bde. LOB 10,

1540 Obtained permission from 24 Bde. to use M.M.G.,
L.M.G's and rifles on ministure ranges 23/24 Dec.

SITUATION 21 DEC. 4 Bde: FORTIFICATION HILL cgptured;
29/16 Bn, no contact, 26 enemy dead counted. 37/52

Bn., no contact, Saw large bodies Japs who were en-
gaged by artillery and MNG. 20 Bde. B. Coy 2/2 APPX
M.G.Bn. now 583803. 24 Bde. 2/28 Bn. moved to WAREOA
26 Bde, Patrol =ctivities only. ATROPO 20 Dec.,

HUBIKA, WONDOKAI, WATANGAI heavily bonbed and strafed.

SITUATION 23 DEC. 20 Bde. 2/13 Bn, continued ad-
vance, Jap head HUBIKA. Major engineering task
required to extend further. Water scarce. 2/15

Bn. moving behind 2/13 Bn. 24 Bde. reorganized to .
take over 26 Bde. area. 2/28 Bn., H.Q. 553718 2/32

Bn, H.Q. 543660. 26 Bde. began move to coast. AP
4 Bde. local patrols NMS. Air strike WONDOKAI. A
TAC reports further developments defensive positions
WONDOKAI. PT boats nights 21/22 sank 2 damaged 1
barge WALANGAI. Met two 100 ft. armed craft off
coast NEW BRITAIN. Two PT boats damaged and some

casqalties.
GUSTIEKA A questionnaire formulated by Capt. J. G. CANERON
THURSDAY and circulated throughout Pls, of €. Coy brought
25 DEC. the following suggestions to improve existing con-

ditions, and pointed out some of the lessons learned
in the current operations,

(1) The issue groundsheet would be greatly improved
if made rectangular and the size increased 7'6" x 4'g"
(2) Metal buttons either rust or cut the cotton and
fall off, Bone buttons would be much more service-
able,

(3) Entenching tools, Japanese style, preferred to
picks and shovels, these being heavy and cunbersome,
1 P1l. suggests tomdhawks instead of machetes.

(4) Rations: Need for more sweet foods, e.g. rice
and milk very popular.

(5) Small type hydro-burner for cooking when fires
cannot be used,

(6) General request for reduced weight in all issue
equipment which must be carried.

GUSIEKA General activity throughout the Bn. collecting

FRIDAY Xmas food snd ACF parcels, Distribution difficult
24 DEC, owing to shortage of transport. One jeep still

being repaired.,
Beach at 557854 will be known as NORTH HUBIKA.

SITUATION 24 DEC. SITREP: 20 Bde. 2/13 Bn. H.Q.

moved to 550865, Came under mortar fire, No ca~-
sualties. 24 Bde. 2/4 Cav, patrol ambushed, 1 mis-
sing, 1 wounded. Enemy strength unknown. 2/25% Bn,
less B, Coy. 598708. 2/24 Bn, moving north. 2/48
Bn, LAKONA area. Bde. H.Q. 578813, 4 Bde. patrols
N.T.R. PT. Boats night 22/23 off REISS PT sank two
8-100 ft. barges, sank further 2 and damaged 2 B. type
damaged 3 barges off SHARNHORST PT.. where heavy shore
fire encountered. Considerable air activity.
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GUSTEA 1000 Capt. L. J. LANMB returned from hospital.

SATURDAY

25 DEC, C.0. evecuated to M.D.S. after balng vigited by
Major E.J.J. DORNEY of 2/3 FP1ld. Amb,

Day mainly one of rest for all ranks. Only es-
sentisl routine work carried out.

An excellent meal provided for all ranks, consist-
ing of turkey, ham, and pudding. In addition,
each man was given a Xmas hamper,

1700-2000 Very large convoy escorted by warships seen
moving in direction of INEW BRITAIN., Estimated
between 100 and 150 craft all types.

SITUATION: 20 Bde. /15 Bn. occupied WONDOKAI. Many
dead found, and large ammunition and supply dumps.

2/15 Bn. H.Q. 557855. 2/17 Bn, HUBIKA. Bde. H.Q.
575848, One tk., landed WONDOEKAI beach. 24 Bde.

2/4 Cav. Sqgn. on 4 day inland patrol. Enemy APPX
patrolling ZAGAHEMI area. 4 Bde., recce, and pat- A
rolling all tracks N.W. R. MASAWENG, P.T. bosats

night 23/24 between GINEISENAU and SHARNHORST PTs.

holed a 100 ft. submarine, destroyed 1 barge.

Tac. R. signs hesvy movement on inland track

WONDOKAT, ZAGAHEMI, WALANGAI.

GUSTEKA Two additional jeeps issued to Bn. by Div. Present
SUNDAY allotment of jeeps: One for C.0. Two with H., Q. Coy.
26 DEC. One.each to A. B. and C. Coys. Lievt. C. P. Craven

rejoined unit ex CCS; remaining at Bn. H. Q.

26 Bde, LOB personnel being changed over. Unit
groups at present LOB rejoining their Bns. On ar-
rival GUSIEKA of new LOB group, another unit carries
out same procedure,

o000 Unit Xmas cards arrived today, having been approx-
imately seven weeks in transit. Though late, they

are being distributed to Companies for sale at 2d.
each. 3000 more are on the way.

SITUATION: 20 Bde. 2/13 Bn. patrol to 519905 no con-

tact. Enemy equipment found north bank R SANGA.

A/TK mines found buried WONDOKAI beach, 24 Bde, 2/4 APPX
Cav report native sent recruiting 10 Dec. captured by A
Japs. 11 Dec, escaped 20 Dec. States reinforcement

groups were moving through ZAGAHENMI to WAREO, Line

of retreat from WAREC-ZAGAHEMI-KANOMI, thence by sea

to S8I0. ANlGAU consider reliagble,

GUSIKA 1000 C.0., returned from M. D.S.

MONDAY

27 DEC. From 271200 rear Div. H.Q. will be with main H.Q.
608780,
Tac H.Q. 9 Aust., Div. will open 271200 L WONDOKAT
515878, Op. Sigs. will be added to Tac H.Q. APPX

B

9 Aust. Div. 0979 INFM PT boats patrolling close
inshore from NAMBARIWA failed to draw fire,
INTENTION as for 0023. METHOD as for paras 2, 6 & 4
of 0023. PHASE FQUR. Holding of GUSIKA - LANGEMAK
BAY - WAREO - FORTIFICATION HILL, and adv. to line
WANDA 4303, spur 430020. 4 and 24 Bdes., continue
present tasks. 20 Bde. will continue advance with
26 Bde., in immediate reserve. 20 Bde will recce,

as far forward as SIALUM, by joint landward and sea-

ward recce. 20 Bde. be prepared to despatch one
Bn., a% sg armﬁ'by'ﬁea to SIALUM immediately SIALUM
repopted clear
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DECEMBER WAR DIARY - CONTD,

GUSIEA SITUATION 20 Bde. 2/13 Bn. B. Coy 530899, Enemy

MONDAY dead buried WANDOKAI asrea 30. Buried equipment

27 DEC. and stores found 549899, 24 Bde, 2/4 Cav. APPX
(CONTD) inland patrols report slight eneny movement north. A
GUSIKA 1000 I.O0., left by jeep for B Coy, taking canteen stores.
TUESDAY Reached jeephemd 493939 at WALANGAI ANCHORAGE 1320

28 DEC, hrs, Unable contact 0.C., B Coy, who was forward

on a recce, Whole of 20 Bde. and attached tps.
moving forward., For this reason B, Coy returned
the canteen stores. On return called at Tac Div.
and A Coy.

Lieut C. E. JACK evacuated P.U.O. Capt. L. J.
LANB evacuatéd - constitutional insufficiency.

Lient. J. FERGUSON to take over duties as Q.M. ,
being replaced in B Coy by Lieut. M. D. JOHNSON,

1930 Warning order., 26 Bde. LOB to move WONDOKAI. 5
LCV'S made available by Q. and will be at GUSIKA
290730 L. Major SHELL advised.

1945 Pictures were shown by mobile cinema at Bn. H.Q.

SITUATION 20 Bde. 2/13 Bn. AGO, WALANGAI captured
forward tps. 493942, No opposition. Dead and
equipment scattered along track. Our supporting
tanks at AGO moving to WALANGAT. 8 Tks. WANDOKAI,
26 Bde. 2/25 less one Coy. moved to bivouac area
578813, 4 Bde, patrols N.M.S. P.T. boats
2006481 sank 2 barges off INAMBARIWA. Air strike
WALANGAT KANOMI NUZEN area.

GUSTEA 26 Bde., LOB area being taken over by 4 Bde. LOB,
WEDIESDAY surplus arms and ammnition held by 26 LOB returned
29 DEC, to Q.M.

0900 Capt. W. BENNETT and Lieut. R. €. CANN rejoined Bn.
from M.D.S. Lieut W. R. MELVILLE evacuated P.U.O.

SITUATION 20 Bde. 2/13 Bn. encountered enemy approx.
20 strong at 472987. Arty. and mortar fire with
outflanking move forced enemy to withdraw west, APPX
where engaged by M.M.G'S. several snipers mopped A
up. Enemy casualties believed considerable., Es-
timated one Jap. Coy in area 281845, 70 withdrew
from RUA. 2/15 Bn., area 4796. = 2/17 Bn. area

4994, Bde. H.Q. 488957, One Tp. Tks., KANOMI area.
Troop sp. arty. moved by sea to anchorage 493938,
Enemy left 39 dead 26 new graves WANDOKAI area, also
ammunition and supply dumps. 26 Bde. 2/23 Bn.
WANDOKAI area. 2/24 Bn., less one Coy 533897. A
Coy 499919 2/48 Bn, 546896 Rde. H.Q. 807916, Air-
strip WALANGAT BLUCHER PT. bombed and strafed. Two
formations enemy A/C made high level attack FINSCH-
HAFEN, One R/C shot down in flames off TAMI P,

GUSIKA 0200 CAPT. W, BENNETT accompanied by Lieut R. €. CANN
THURSDAY leTt for A Coy. The M.0. being requested by 0.0C.
30 DEC. A Coy to interview some of the Coy. personnel,

1130 Lieut. C. P. CRAVEN taking a jeep to B. Coy, their
own having become U/S. Condenser burnt out. LAD'S

sending up new condenser, When B Coy's Jjeep is re-
turning again other jeep will be sent back,

2130 CAPT, P. NICHOLAS and Lieut. A. B, FARQUHAR to be
gtEE?hEd 26 Bde. subjeect to approval by C.0. and Div.
Oonmc.,
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.. -GUSTKA DECENMBER WAR DIARY - CONTD.

'GUSIKA @130 ILIBUT, R. J. R, BERNETT (X Ray)

THURSDAY
30 DEC, SITUATION, 20 Bde. 2/13 Bn, patrol activity only.

Arty. and supplies brought up. Much abandoned
equipment KANOMI area. 26 Rde. 2/23 Bn, moved
forward to 4796, 2/24 Bn, to 4895, 2/48 less
two Coy's 500930, two Coy's WANDOKAI area.
Captured 00 shows 1 Bn, 79 Regt. had been WANDO-
KEAI areas. PT boats report much activity HARDEN-
BERG PT, Tac R. reportis small parties dJaps

moving north SIALUM ares.

GUSTEKA LIEUT. W. R. MELVILLE, LIEUT. G. E. FERGUSON, and
FRIDAY LIEUT. D. R. STUART evacuated to hospital, all PUO.

31 DEC. -
1000 LIEUT. A. B, FARQUHAR called on C.0. re transfer

to 26 Bde. C. 0. decided to retain Lieut. Farq-
har in unit.

Lieut. PARSHAR and Lieut P. E. GARDINER nominated
as having all necessary gqualifications to fill
vacancy as instructor L.H.Q. S.A.S.

Lieut. C. P. CRAVEN posted to A. Coy. Lieut,
R. C. CANN to B. Coy. M.0. considers latter will

be £it to leave Bn. H. Q. by MONDAY & Jan,
SITUATION. 20 Bde. No SITREP avallsble,

2 LR
:—-:mmm sesnansrassnsmpryi il ,.m......-_.......-[ .t = (L,

=0 2/2 Aust MG Bn
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o 2/2 Aust. M,G.Bn,
- | WAR DIARY
" A " COY DIARY., DECENMBER 1943,

Deec, 2. Coy moved to area 6%2724 and joined 4 Bde.

Arrived in area st 1600 hrs =nd formed perimeter for the night.

Dec., 3, 1000 hrs Al moved fwd with gun stores and four belts per gun to
GUSIKA village and contacted 22 Bn. Spent the night in this area,
Coy less Al remained in area 672T724.

X 20613 Pte ELMER W,.G. wounded in action, ( B8.W.)

Dec. A4, Coy received warning order to move, later cancelled.

Al in support of 22 Bn moved into position forward of GUSIKA,
Remeining coy gun stores and amn moved to this village, 2 party
being detailed to remain with them over night.

Dec. 5. 0530 hrs. Coy less Al moved forwerd with 29 Bn to Gusika village,
picked up stores and moved across the forde at 624735,

1500 hrs coy moved forward with HQ 290 Bn to area 624737, forming
perimeter defence for the night. C.5.M, established amn dump in
this area, amn being brought up per Jeep.

Dee., 6. Pl emds with orderlies moved st first light with forward inf coys
It Hall ( 2 Platoon ) with A Coy 29 Bn. Lt Jeffcoat ( * Platoon )
with D eov and later with C cov 20 Bn., ‘1 Platoon in.reserve with
22 Bn., During the afternoon A2 moved forward, joined Lt Hall
and took up position at 615755. Major GREEN with party of 8 inf.,
patrolled LAGOON area, returned and joined A% who moved to 618746,
with 29 Bn. HQ. forming perimeter for the night,
Pte RIDDELL (sig) Killed in action. shrap splinter.

Dec., 7. No.l Sec. A2, fired on re-entrent in suppoxrt of A oy 29 Bn.
No.2 Sec, fired on timber on the coastal sector,
No. 1 Sec. was then subjected to shelling by our own arty, and was
forced to withdraw 400 yds to permit arty to shell the enemy posns.
A% later moved to area recently cccupoed by A2 No.l Sec, together
with ¢ Platoon 2° Bn.,
Coy HQ moved to position with No.l See. A2,
Major Green on recce, fired Bren on enemy position. Amn exp. 3000.

Dec, 8, 0845, A% supported attack by C coy 29 Bn on re-entrance, -

attack_not successful. Major Green struck in forehead by splinters
of explosive bullet, Hemained on duty,.

A% continued herassing fire on enemy during the morning.
1130, enemy seen withdrawing through the cocoanut plantation -
engaged by mxkx 2 Sec. A2, in area shoot,
Mortars firing on the enemy positions started a grass fire, fording
A7 to withdrew temporily.
Fire brought under control by A2 and A* by aporox. 1600hrs,
. AZ7 return to previouns pnosition =nd continue harassing shoot,
A2 again fired on the cocoanut plantation. +
Al moved during the day from their original position in support of
. .22 Bn to 29 Bn HQ area., Amn exp. A2 - 18 belts, A* - 13 belts,
Weather - rain all night. Roads in very bad state.
Dec, O, 0620, A2 fired 12 belts harassing shoot on Cocoanut plantatiom-
A% fired 10 belts in support of attaek on the re-entrant,
Amn exp. 22 belts., W#Heather - rain all night. Roads very bad.
Dee. 10, Al moved and consolidated with D coy 29 Bn ecros the TUNOM river,
A2 ecarried out overhead suprort fire for A coy 29 Bn attack.
A% fired in support of atteck on re-entrant, and also carried
out harassing shoot on SCARFACE feature. Aporox. 1600 hrs A2
moved forward =nd consolidsted with B coy 22 Bn on SOWI River,
Weether - rain during the afternoon. Roads bad,
Dee, 11. Major Green carried out recce but platecns remained in the same
areas as on the night of Deec,lO. During the night Al shot a pig
in mistake for a Jap.
Weather - very hot all day. Roads muddy. Shower during afternoon,
Dec, 12, Major Green and party made recce forward with A Coy 22 Bn. N.M.,S,
Further recce during the afternoon.
‘A7 moved forward into jungle East of A2, late in afternoon and
formed a perimeter for the night. Coy HQ moved to beach area,
: Pig for tea, Weather - showery, hot during the day.
Dec, 1%. No.l Sec Al mowed into position to cover A2 in advance up
ﬂSGARFAQE“ feature. A2 with 20 boys in the rear, advanced up
the feature without opposition, then to the Eastern side of "400"
feature, later they were joined by A andé C mys *7 Bn.
Enemy bocated in the timber on the westerh side of "400" feature,
fire was exchenged. Périmeter formed for the night.
A% moved forward to the 22 Bn HQ, No.2 Sec. Al moved up and

- e ———— Ll b . 'F:M-
b | D e il — : -
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2/2 Aust M,G. Bn,

: WAR DIARY
"A" COY DIARY CONT,. DECEMBER 194%,
Dec, 1%, cont., joined No.X 1 Sec. in A2's 0ld area, "Boys" made two trips
with amn and stores to A2. Jeep carried reserve amn forward to
dump with 22 Bn HQ. Amn, eXxp, NIL.

Weather - fine in morning, windy &nd cloudy inthe afternoon
Dec. 14. All platoons remained in the same positions. Boys with 8 reinf's

carried rations, water and amn to A2, Later Al moved up with B coy
22 Bn to a position on the left flank, '

Dec, 15, Al was to move to & position and lay down harassing fire on the
North bank of the MASAWEBEG RIVER, but tock 4 hours to take up posn.
In the meantime No.l Seec A% did harassing overhead shoot, and handed
over to Al on their arrival, ' Al continued the shoot.

A% then moved forward to LAKONZ village =nd formed =2 pnerimeter fnr
the night with C coy 22 Bn.

A2 moved down off "SCARFACE" preparatory to moving fomward to take
up positions on the forward slope of "SCARFACE", Amn,exp. 12000 rds.,
Weather - very heavy rain from 1400 - 1600 hrs, making th e roads
almost impassible, causing many washaways to roads and bridges.

Dec., 16, Al continued harassing fire on the North bank of SANGA River, and
forward sloppes, firing 8000 rds,

A% remained in their position and fired 2000 rds to wipne out snipers
in cocoamat palms,

A2 with 15 "boys" moved forward and up the forward slope of "SCARFACE'
Coy HQ moved forwerd to within 500 yds of LAKONA by jeep. Jeep also
carried amn as far forward as possible. Amn, exp., 10000 rds.

Dee, 17, Al and A% gave supporting fire for 29 Bn attack across the river,
Both platoons fired five mins rapid from -5 mins to Z. Al then
fired 15 mins normal on pre-arranged targets., A% in order to
sucure their gun sites, attacked a Jap pocket on the Cape side of
the point, -cleaning out the opposition aznd killing 14 Japs in 45 mins.
Loot included sword, binoculars end compass was secured,

Al moved forward with 29 Bn across the SANGA River at epprox. 1100hrs
A* moved across the river at about 1400hrs and took up positions on
SANGA Beach,

A2 carried out harassing shoots on timber across the river, guns
firing at acute depression, After 4 belts, two guns seized and at
the completion of the shoot three barrels were found to be bulged.
OUnly one of these barrels could be removed from the gun, This
barrel was 21so replaced.,

Jeep carried amn forwerd 211 day, and on one trip slipped on the
rocks and broke two springs. 1 jeep was borrowed from Bde to
complete the carrying during the afterncon.

Coy HQ moved to Bde HU, area. WO0.1ll, Longhurst took a train of 20
boys up to A2 with amn and rations.

A rediease was obtained from ADOS for three guns. Amn.exp,?24000 rds,

Dec, 18, Al moved to a position on the hill overlooking MASAWENG River, and
fired harassing shoot on -North bank of river, and also on small
party of Japs farthar North,

A2 mova to the of the SANGA River ck d up two new
moving %nrwar a%ternnnn. 0 & pﬂﬂi@? 1 Bncnanu

tation on the snuth bank of the MASAWENG river,

A3 picked up one new gun and moved to the creek south of MASAWENG
river, Platoor comménder made recce of the south bank, and the
platoon moved forward to the same position as A2, C.S5.M, with 25
"boys" carried amn to Al, then proceeded up SCARFACE and brought down
amn from A2 old area,

Canteen stores were brought up and distributed by 2 i/e.

Coy jeep now back on the road. Jeep borrowed from 4 Bde carried amn
gll day. Amn, exp. 2000 rds.

Dec, 19, A2 and A% occupied positions on the snuth.gfﬁﬁ of MASAWENG to sup-
port infantry admance on FORTIFICATION POINT,
At apoprox, 1400hrs Infantry struck opposition in the timber. They
withdrew to enable supporting fire to be laid down on the following
planj- Z - *% to 2 « 30 rapid, 7Z-5 to Z, rapid. Z to Z%10 normal.
last 10 mins being overhesd in support of advancing infantry.
Inf. with tanks in support then cleared the timber. A2 and A3
laid fire kines to protect the infantry. Al in suppvort 22 Bn moved
to mouth of SLINGA River for defence of LAKONA Beach,
Coy Jjeep was first jeep on the banks of the MASAWENG and ¥ransrorted-
rations and amn to platoons, The platnnns firing in support of
infantry advance were in charge of It Hall, Lt Jeffcost with r@&~'{-

e S =2
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2/2 mast. M, G, Bn

WAR  DIARY
A"A®  COY DIARY (CONT) DECEMBER 1043

S,

Dec., 19. cont,
being with advanecing inf. 6.C. - marked out fire plans of

shoots, and supervised platoon's firing. Amn. exp. 24000 rds,

Deec., 20. A2 relieved by B? at approx., 1000 hrs,
A relieved by B2 at apnrox, 1000 hrs, -
Al remained on beach defence at LAKONA beach, During the afternoon
A2 moved forward to defensive nositions Northern end of MASAWENG
beach in suvnort of 20 Bn. A% took un defensive positions on the

southern end of the beach. .
Dec, 21, Major Green and Pte Nelson went by Barge to Bn HQ. Lt,Herbertson

moved to HY at 4Bde., Jeep moved remainder of B ech. with the
assistance of an American jeep to position near A%, move beling
completed by last light. Plstoons in same positions of defence,
Canteen stores, parcels and mail received and distributed.

Dec, 22, Major Green and Pte Nelson returned from Bn HQ with money for pay
More parcels and mail received. dJeen returned to Bn HU and picked up
clothing and mail. Platoons in same position taking advantage of
the salt and fresh water,

Dec, 2%, Coy pay. Eleven reinf's and two "X" men join the coy.

Canteen stores received. Capt, Searle delivered quantity of
clothing to Platoons. Platoons in the same positions - resting,

Dec, 24, Jeep pieked up mail and parcels from Bn HQ., No change in Platoons,

Dec., 25, Christmas Day. Major Green and part of Coy HQ moved up from 4 Bde
and had dinner with A3, Ma jor Green visited 211 platoons and went
to Bn HQ during afternoon, bringing back mail for the ®y.

Dec., 26, Jeep returned to Bn HQ and picked up mail for the Coy. No change.

Dec. 27. Platoons in the same positions., Major Green and the remainder of
Coy HQ moved from 4 Bde =snd joined Cov HQ in position near A=,

Dec, 28 to %1. No change in position or area,. Clesning guns 2nd stores,
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2/2 Must. M.G,Bn, -
WAR DIARY '

'B" COY DIARY, DECEMBER 1043,

Dee 15,

Dec. 16,

Beec., 17T,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Platoon : _ |
Ptet%arrga £g%gf.)ﬂﬁ§rdh %ﬁ? Ferguson and Edwsrds, Pte Donohoe (Xlist)
Platoon vatrols. NMS.

D1 platoon patrol reports fresh bloocdstains on river track. Report
forwarded to Bn.
08%0,Work started on Jeep traek. Warning order - Coy on three hours
notice to move.

1000. Memorial service at Coy HQ by Padre for Ptes Mooney and S8teen,

(D,0,W,) Bald Rock,

Further work on Jeep track. Cov no longer on notice.

1630, Jeep track comvnleted, Cpl Poynting,Pte Neville attd to X4Bde.

Pte Mitchell B and Mitchell A, K, march in
0c00 0,0, on visit to € Coy ( area)

1400 Warning order for Coy to move st 0900 - © Dec, to SCARLET BEACH

2100 Move postponed owing to effeet of hesvv rain on tracks.
Preparations for move.Camp cleaning ete throaghout day.

1800 Feirly large mail received,

0830 Lt. Jack returns from i/c Ccconuts Area to tske charge of

nroneses rear partyv and certsin stores.

0600 1 P1 D Coy reverts to D Coy Comend.B Cov less resr party moves

with.gun stores down S"Burg track, Ord r of march..Bl,B HQ.,B2 2nd

B3 | |

1200 Halt for. midday mesal junction Satelberg and Scarlet Beach

tracks,

1%45 Coy moves out continuing marﬁh.

1500 Coy reaches Scarlet Beach &rea-

1600 Move inbbvouacarea above D, Ptes Zweekyilson march in,

18720 0,C, on returning from efc& advises PL Comds Coy to come under

command 20 Bde.Warning order, .reveille 0630,move 0830.Lt. Jack arrives

with rear party.

0830 0.C, CSM Cpl Dowell move out in Jeep to 20 Bde =md raes naw

arsa, Coy i/c Lt, Jack moves off, Order of march B2,,Coy- HQ,B3,Bl,

Gun stores carried, ®Ptes Lewis,Cameron evacuated,

1200 Midday halt,., Owing to stores and heavy going rate of march

considerably slowed,

1300 Move,

1500 Pass through Bonga.

1600 Heach bivouac area offi banks of river,.. Gusika,

1700 Camn established,

0200 Ptes Mitchell B,Mitchell D /lsvin,Donohoe M evacuated.0 C =
conf, .4¢8h Bde expected to take Lakona todsy.Coy to remain in area,
Probably move with 2/1% Bn tomoprow,

1800 Warning order..move tomorrow KHef 624753, 32 +o0 move with A Coy

2/15 Bn to ref.614752,.

Reinfs move in,..Ptes Robertson Haddon to B2,Ptes Collins,MeCurdy Bl.

Pte Mackay evac to Bn, Ptes Neville, C»l Pﬂynting move tmat,

0800 B2 move out as above,

0820 0.C. Lt. Tippett, Lt, Cann mnve out in Jeep t0 recce new Coy

area,

1030 Coy less B2 anﬂ in eomd Lt, Jack move out, -

1200 Arrive in area ( ref above) meke bivouac, 0.C. to B2 area.

1800 CSM having completed amm arrangements,arrives,

0800 Bl B3 move ocut in sup-ort 2/13 Bn. 0,C, and CSM to Bl and B3
areas

1100 Cnrl Poynting,Pte Neville march in from 4 Bde and rejoin Pls,

1200 0.C. returns. Pls in position near Kaligia. Bl with C Coy,2/13
Bn., B3, one sec fwd, remainder in reserve Bn HQ,

Lt, Jact arrives,

1600 Advised Sgt. Geany to attend Sec Comd@ School duration 3 mths
at Bonegilla,

1700 Warning order.. Coy HQ to move 16 Deec .. later postnoned.
0800 0.C. to 20 Rde. B2 to move forward with 2/15 Bn. 0.C. on

recce finds area toc congested - C Coy 2£17 Bn in the same position.

Movement orxrder postponed.
to original position.

1200
1600

B2 having carried stores to road return
Lt. Cann to Bn as L.O,
anrential rain - road closed.

Heturn re state of trsining of reinf's phnned to Bn.

Pte Hobinson G tranafarred tm Div. Hﬂ.

1600

lMiail received,

. -——--.H.

n From CVAC

p—
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; 2/2 Aast, M.,G. Bn.
s "B" COY DIARY ( CONT.) WAR DIARY
DECEMBER 1943 ( Cont.)

Dee, 17. 1600, Warning order for B2 and Coy HQ to mive to Bde area.

Dec, 18, 0830, 0.C, and Lt. Jack move to new area, Ptes Munro and Church-
yard evacuated, Coy HQ ( C;S.M, i/c.) and B2 move in easy stages.
1400, Coy HQ reach new area and bivouac.
2000, Warning order B3 to move up South bank of MASAWENG RIVER,

B2 move to same area, both in support 2/13 Bn,

Dee, 19, 0845, 0,C, on recce of B2 and B% area. B2 and B3 Nove,
1400, B2 and B3 arrive at area - 200 yds South of Masaweng River and
bivouac for the night in C Coy 2/13 Bn area., ref,596803.
1300. Two elements of 20 Bn supported by tanks, arty and mortars
moving up towards FORTIFICATION PT,

Dec, 20, 0830, 0.C, moved by Jeep to MASAWENG RIVER area. Amn being moved fwd
1300, Bl received orders to move to gemeral area 300 yds south of

M=saweng Hiver, All platoons wall fwd to support 20 Bde, when they
pass through 4 Bde.

1330, Bde commanders conference., 0.,C. attends st 2/13 Bn,HQ,
PLAN is as follows;- 20 Bde willadvance tc a line 800 yds

East of WONDAKAI, Advance guard of 2/13 Bn moving with 2 Coys 1500
. to 2000 yds inland from coastal track, remainder of Bn moving along

Coastal track. 2% 2/15 Bn will follow. B Coy 2/2 M.G.Bn will move

with 2/15 BN, 2/17 Bn in rear. Tanks will support forward troops.

3 P1, 2/2 M.B.Bn (B Coy) warned to move with 2/13 Bn. Nos 1 =nd 2 F1 -

together with Coy TAC move with 2/15 Bn, Day 21st. Hour - H.

Arrsngements for advance guard to carry gun stores =and four belts.

Coy HJ will move from their present area;a%-OTaa to new loc&stion with

20 Bde. ref,588799, "Q" to move to amn znd supnly point 400 yds

North of liasaweng River,

1600, Bl in bivounac position, same area as fhat‘waeatad by 2 and 2 9 5 |

Dec. 21, Ptes Beaman and Clair evae. to Bn R.A.P

. 3gt Geany to School at Bonegills,
0700, Coy HQ moved to new area,
0800. B3 with 2/13 Bn move across the NMASAWENG Hiver and move to-
wards HUBIKA,
0630. Bl and B2 Pl move through with 2/15.,Bn, 0.C, moved with Fl,
1400, 213 B, =2dvanced to general area of COCOANUT GROVE ref.678844,
without contact.
1500, B3 carried out shnrt harassing shoot on HUBIKA from 100 yds
West of creek junction,ref, 569847, priﬁr to A coy advancing on
HUBIKA, - 20 or more dead Japs on this creek. 2/13 Bn then acﬂupiad
HUBIKA and stayed in this position for the night with B3 in fwd coy
area, 100 yds west of HUBIKA BEACH, 2/15 Bn occunied general
area of COCOANUT GROVE (sq.6784.) Bl and B2 in defensive position
with fwd coy.
2000, Conference st Bde HQ tomorrow. G.C, to attend.
Dec, 22, 1100, B3 moved fwd with 2/1% Bn to position 540867 with fwd coy.
: Bl and B2 tske up position with 2/15 Bn covering BUBIKA,
Ref. Bl -« 544845, B2 - 565847, All amn now fwd at HUBIKA,
1800, Jeep head at HUEIKA with no chance of extention for 3 days.
water has been very scarce , and has to be Jeeped fwd, imposing an
i almost impossible task on our transport, ( 1 Jeep.)

Dee, 23. 0800, 0.0, leaves for fwd asrea, B? moves up into position at
ref,544868 to be ready to neutralize COCOANUT GROVE at 534876 in
support od “D" coy 2/13 Bn moving to gerden area ref,541874,

Bl and B2 pl. remain in the same area, »te Hardaker evac,
Dec, 24, Adwmance continues, | Ptes lMardon and Kelly evac,
1200, 2/1% Bn cccupy WANDOKAI, full of Jap dead. Abaddoned amn
and general stores found. Uncomfirmed reports credit M.G s with
15 Jap dead. 2/15 Bn occupy area vacsted that morning by 2/13 Bn,
'2/17 Bn occupy area vacated by 2/15 Bn, 2717 Bn remain at HUBIKA,

Between 1745 and 2145, 84 mortar and 75mm shells in WANDOKAI area,
No damage or casuslties,

Cpl Park, Ptes Clarke and retarn.,
Pte Ireland, Cpl Miller and the C;S.M. evacuated

Dee, 25. XMAS DAY, No genexral change, tfurkey and Ham and the A,C,F, par-
eels arrive, Particularly gocd items generally, Yarcel mail also,
Cwing to transport difficulties B2 snd B3 do not receive their
Amas issues till late.

Dec. 26, Ptes Haddon, 0" Rarrell, Keates,

0830, 0.C; moves fwd with TAC H

-

e | , -qff_m '.; .

Jﬂhnaﬂn evaﬂuateﬂ
smnants , ,E‘@‘:T Hq .J';E’malﬂ
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g 2 2/2 Aust., .G, Bn,

= : 1) ﬂR :DI PLHY

e HB" COY DIARY (. CONT ) DECEMBER 10473

Dec 26, 4 Cont.,) with stores. B3 on beach X® defence in C Coy 2/13%3 Bn
| area, WANDOKAT BEAGH B2 moved inteo position 2/1% Bn area on

WANDOKAI BEACH, Coy HQ to area on beach near B3
Bl move up in rear 2/1%3 -Bn, . ¢
Cpl Batterham evacuated, |
Dec., 27. "Lt .Jeck and €jt Champion move u»n to J&WDCKAI -
1400, Remainder of rear pvarty move up . : '
g -~ 0800, - 2/1% Bn advance to AGO suonorted by Arty snd MMG.
B3 -attaek- to suoport attack.B2 will move with 2/13 Bn
.0900 °  Advance nroceeds,B? do perfect shoot under idesl congdtions
from extremely good pusitlmnstﬂﬁutralised several areas giving
close suonort to advence Expenditure 9,500 rounds,
1500 AGO occ pied - 2/13% advance to anchorage.
Dec 28. 0300 Bde advance contimmes,2/13 in the van, B2 in qunmort e B3-in
support 2/15; Bl insupport 2/17._ |
Ptes Kemp,lLace A Fhrkﬁj7331lsen and Cpl.Btown emauuated.
1700 2/13 Bn reache . BLUCHER POINT area., Hewwdly mortared and some

75 mm fire. 2/15 mcveﬁ‘ﬁg-jgllage (name UNXBOWN) with B3 on beach
defence. 2/17 with Bl move o anchorage. Coy Hg tac. move to
2/15 Bn area (UNNAKED ‘EFI‘ =5 '

Deec 29 No general advancs, Gﬂy‘ﬁﬁrsﬂnﬁal Becnmlng exhausted (strength 4 and
G2) Impossible in futurélﬁa &gﬁﬁm stores unless in case of extreme —
urgeney, - o, SRy 3T e |

Pte ﬁalby,'ﬂilaﬂﬂ?ﬁi "(}EE é%m&l evac,

| Pte Wallen (Sig) m&r*L;%qtnﬂgﬁqgﬁarley Whiteman evac.

Dec 30, ~ Coy HQ move to Bde HQ area
2/15 Bn passed through 2?-5SBH and tﬂﬂk the van, B3 in supnort.
Bivonac outside NANDA, Snipers met and 2/17 with Bl remained static.

Dec 31 Coy HQ remained in pasiﬁima. During night enemy evac NANDA and 2/13
moved up to UNGUI. Bi*ﬁ_ﬁq%‘ﬂ to Pendanas erea in rear of 2/15 Bnm,

B3 tnqkrup nﬂsitinn.aﬂ.kﬁft,fj'"' ﬁi*ﬁﬁﬁﬂy. No. 2 Sec fired one

-
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Dec.
Dec,
REE .

Dee.,

Deec,

Dec.

Dec.
Dec,
Dec.

Dec.,

Pee.

Dee,

Dec.,

Dec,

Dec.
Deec.,

Dee.,
Deec,
Dec.
Deec,
Dee,
Dec,

"'1._\..-

e

4.

e

11,

12,

1%,

14,
156

16,
17.
18,

25

26 to 31 LRest. Camp improvements =and Coy Training.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

 BONGA village at 1145 hrs.

2/2 Mhust, M,G,Bn,
WAR DIARY;
"D" COY DIARY. DECEMBER 1943,

Camp improvements. Patrol to track junction (ref,592671)- contact-
ed standing pstrol of 2/1% Bn at this perticulsr point. No contact
with enemy,

Camp improvements contimmed.,  Patrol repeated. NNS,

Warning order to move received by Coy HQ. Also information received
that D% had been given wsrning order to move,

0200, Movement order received for movement that day tﬂ Ref,54%651,
Verbal message sent at 09%0 to D3 to move to same area, Written
message confirming above a2t 0040, Coy moved at 1045, D3 received
message at 1045 and moved at 1*C0, carrying all personal gear, gun
stores end amn to 4 belts per gun. Subsequently ascertained that
D% had not received waerning order, Contaeted D2 2t 0015 snd order=
ed them to move to KUMAWE (ref.584%60.) to take over and occupy that
area for defenee and guard DID supply dumps.

Area reached hg HQ at 1530 and bivouaced for the night, Recce made
of the area, Cupt Wragge remained with EEXXEH FQ Coy.

0200, Carr. Coy moved out and Coy HQ tock over the area with under
command @ Div Cav, Commando L.0,B's under Lt Marshall,

D3 arrived at 1200 hrs having bivouaced for the night at ref,600655,
and took over positions in the are=, b’
Patrol to “46654 snd 5°9°6%6 to JIVEVANENG =nd return, also patrol to ,
OUOJA River at 547936, contacted verty from D2 st that point and
returned. LBoth pprtiea NMS.,

Water availsble only at 540646 and from the ford at ap-rox. 539656,

Water recce party reported no =oaks EmxEx closer to bivousc area,.
Patrols as on Dec.5th. N;N;S,

Patrols es on Dec,5th, H.E.S. !
D2 reported natives reoccupying villages at KUMAWA and SIST. f
Warning order to move recsived, E
Order caencelled, Further order to move to GUSIKA, D2 nmétified to
move and that their position would be tzken over by the Carryihg Coy.
D1 notified to move.
0600, devarted camp site,

moved by the Satelburg track carrying =11
storesand up to 4 belts ver gun amn, Contacted 2 L,A,D, trucks at
ZAG (ref.694649,) and loaded one truck with gun stores amd bed rolls,

with instructions to the driver to deposit the load :t Scarlet Beac

Lunch at the fecot of the track (ref.614658 ) move from here at 1500 |
via Scarlet Beach, intending to bivonac the night. Arrived at ref.,
622675 at 1540, Gnntaﬂt&d Capt Stanilend who told us we were to inini

Bn at spprox, ref.616686, and that we might bivouac on the SONG Rive
if desired, Also told us that stores had been c=rried on to the .

new En eres, It was decided that as blanket rolls were with the -

gun stores, to move to the Bn =sreas that day. Arrived at wew Bn |
area at 1700, Totsl distznce covered by Cov HQ and D% sporox, 8 mls

Pl « 7 miles, D2 - @ miles,

Ghﬂcked'thraugh all personzl equioment 2nd gun stores, returning all

non-essential items to B ech, |

Warning order to move to GUSIKA received at 0730,

Coy commanders conference at 1930, Movemen* order received for

movement at 0000 on Deec,12, to SUSIKA ares,

Barge srrangements for transpertation of gun stores.

Moved out at 0000, movement delaved by troons she=ad., Marching with

5 min. spells Eanh h&lf hour then 10 min sp2ll at the hour, Arrivad}‘

Midday meal, Devarted 1700 hrs, Arrived '

ref,622728 =t 1245, Met by guide from the 2/1% Bn,., =nd' led to our |

bivouae area at ref,627778, Recced srea to take over, f

2/1% Bn moved out at 0945 snd D coy took over, Coy disvositicns |

D1l - 622573Eaﬁ§33 - 62207%c0, D3 - 62257%85 and HQ - 622778,

Camp impro Contaeted 2/3 Pnr L.0.B., at 625735

Contacted 26 Bde L,0,B, Made detailed recce of their area with i
view to superimposing D coy over compnlete Northern and Western front

of Bn area, 24 Bn L,0,B, moved in. lMet by D eoy guide at GUSIKA -
beach. Led to position at ref.622730 snd orders for their rell |
issued to them in accord=nce with C.0's instructions. {

D2 moved to ref.611728, D1 to ref.61257%3%0,

D ooy HQ moved to ref,6l6775, Camp Imvroeements,

D1 petrol to PABU feature. NMS.

Camp irmprovements and training.

Christmas Day,

-
!

4,
= 4
fU-',ﬁ.f_.u_J 'é ‘ ‘@.
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Army Form W.3008

FIELD RETURN OF OFFICERS N D
P T, R e e R A it .. A3 (Serial No.) o

At 0600 Hrs. Saturday ft./.2./1948.. .2Ja Rusr.mE Brlunit)
WE.&../J&. /.43 OFFRS. 29 OR’s. 899 OFFRS....}. O.R’s. . 29.ATT. BY W.E.
PART A—POSTED STRENGTH, SURPLUS OR REINFORCEMENTS REQUIRED. |

1 pod 3 4 o (3] 4 a8 o (o]
W.E. EXCLUDING ATTACHED, ATTACHED ALLOWED BY W.E.
— - e e DETA.IIJ-. [ — . Sl 5 e |
Rein'Its Boflelent | Surplus to Posted | Arm or Cor Posted Burplus to Deficlent Reln'lis
Required, W.E. W.E. Strength, s Strength. W.E. W.E. Required.
g - = -
* |
|  |vrieut-colonats | A AMC /
! Majors |
g Captains I
I 2.5 | Lieutenants |
- Quarter-masters !
. |AANS. and I
| AAMWS. Offrs.
| - | Civilians Counting 1
| as Oflrs.
A ﬂ"“—_ G = ! -
1P, C.M.F. | AWAS. | AANS |AAMWS] CIVIL. R.AN, R.AAP, ¥ AL,
| ssiesiiCy e N
£nalysis of Part A to be 5‘.2 I J ﬁ‘l
shown here by ALL uniks. L
Ounly units notified In |
pers. 10 of instruction: for E.(1) ! I
compilation of form will
complete Part E{1) & E(2).
E.(2) I
N - — am _—AL !—

¥ Jasert detall of higher ranks as nmnn::
#ﬂrmlmm:h:umrnntmﬂmafﬂmthnanﬂ:shwmheshuwnlnthhﬂn‘l. Periteulars will be shown, e.g., 20 U.E. Forces; 10 N.Z. Forces.

PART B—PARTICUIARS GF OFFICERS JOINED OR QUITI‘ED DURING WEEK.

OFFICERS JDINED DURING WEEE
_ Hg. | Rank. 1 . Name and Initlals, Unit From. Date, CAUSE.

20037 | Copt | Benverr WNCE | AA NC 2 Ha as Kmo

'f_'. : lrgﬁggﬁggj Q,I Qg-kggpnfa_[ ,
ug | " | Edvacds HR)| / i :

! l ngﬁfn zgluﬂm
.ﬁﬁ?:’_l! e 2 nrm'ﬁ_ﬁ;‘t‘{;{{g% \/ ih‘:'-) e

ﬂFFI{;IIR‘* QUITTED DURING WEEE
Ariny Ha, i Rank, Name and Initlals, Unit To, . Bnlu. e CAUSE.

R E "E!, [ _ : W
%_ﬁ_"_!l\,gub L.o_{g_ﬂ_, o F 2R Busk nF Bl] 3% juk 1re 0= Burh © l‘- '..‘.'. 578 .
qm’h | . HFqu_uth‘ AD.! Edacunted m_bnsp.._mj

PART C—DESCRIPTION OF OFFICERS WHOSE RETURN B i SO R 18

PARTICULARLY REQUESTED. ..../..../194. . .
B T

Name and Initiale. REMARES (e.g., present whereabouts if known).

— — = — —— —

=
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Army Form W.3008
(Adapted) (Page 2)
(Revised Jan., 1943)

22 1. 523 (Serial No)

PART D.—NOMINAL ROLL OF OFFICERS ON POSTED STRENGTH

At 0600 Hrs. Saturday ,..#..*./.*.1&/1943 (Total to agree with Columns 4 and 7 of Part A.)

1 6 8
|
YWhether
Bubstantive Rank Date of
and Higher ”:h““&’:u 1f not present with Unit, state Sk
Temporary wi how employed,
Rank if {insert
Yes or No)

PART E-—NOMINAL ROLL OF OFFICERS ATTACHED FROM OTHER UNITS.

Substantiive Rank

and Higher Army
Temporary
Rank, IT Humbet.
¥iz1d.

Mame snd Initials,

Unit.

Date of
Attachment.

Neture of Attachhment.

oy Ree. A -.

Daie of Daspatch

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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FIELD RETURN OF OFFICERS

-------

W.E.Il./%./.43. OFFRS.29 oR’s.@49 OFFRs...[. ORs. 89 ATT. BY WE.

PART A.—POSTED STRENGTH, SURPLUS OR REINFORCEMENTS REQUIRED.

] 2 3 4 5 7 8 = 10
W.E. EXCLUDING ATTACHED. l ATTACHED ALLOWED BY W.E.
-1 DETAIL.
Beln'fta Deflelent Burplus to Posted Arm of Co Posted Surplus to Deficlent Rein'fis
Required, W.E. W.E. Strength. o Strength. W.E. W.E. Required.
@ = — =
+* F /
[/ | Lieut.-Colonels AAanre }
/ Majors
| ? Captains
23 | Lieutenants
- Quarter-masters
1 AANS. and
AAMWS. Offrs.
Civilians Counting
as Offrs, '
DETAIL | ALP, C.ALP. AWABS | AANS [AAMWS]| CIVIL R.AN R.A.AP. n TOTAL,
Analysis of Part A to be] & | I 5‘!-
shoon here by ALL units,
Only units notlfed In
pors. 10 of instructions for E.(1) i I
compilation of form will
compicle Part E(1) & B(2).
' E.(2) l

# Inseit delall of higher ranks as necessary.
+ 4 Personnel belonging to a category not provided for in the analysis will be shown in this Col. Particulars will be shown, o.§., 20 U.E. Forces: 10 N.Z. Forces.

PART B.—FARTICULARS OF OFFICERS JOINED OR QUITTED DURING WEEK.

OFFICERS JOINED DURING WEEK

Arny No. Rank. - Name and Initials, Unit From. Date. CAUSE.
| |
4]5
OFFICERS QUITTED DURING WEEK.
Name and Inilinls. = Unit To. Date. CAUSE.
Gee H.E Evacuated ! Yo fmspi!:a_L

i

n[: .

ST T T e T T e O s i — e T S Ul W - —_— T — ——", i —— - — |, < i - " - - — ta g - ] ey it = ey
- e - - — - - — —— e T I —

PART C.—DESCRIPTION OF OFFICERS WHOSE RETURN TO........oorrn.
PARTICULARLY REQUESTED.

Army No.

Name and Initials.

REMARKS (e.g., present whereabouts if known).

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEM (Z)RIAL
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Army Form W3008

(Adapted) (Page 2)
...... R E_E_BSLE‘IG-_B.P'; Unit Mﬂ.ﬂhﬂ Jan., 1943)
B4y 43serial No)

PART D.—NOMINAL ROLL OF OFFICERS ON POSTED STRENGTH

At 0600 Hrs. Saturday ...l.l.m/...!.ﬁ/lﬂ.!. (Total to agree with Columns 4 and 7 of Part 'h.)

i 2 3 P s | & 9 8
== I R
Substantive Rank ‘Whﬂ.hu:r s
and Higher presen o
Temporary Army Surname. Initials. Posting with Unit If not present with Unit, state Detach-

Rank if Number. ! l ' (insert how smpiored. ment.
Held. ' Yes or No)

| € Mocackhor: Onslow!

' J% ' FHFLHG SFa¥F Schoal,

H. 2 1B,
. 2

:'
g -

.

AFF._Tde Staff Sehool |

"
A

s =

Jo ¢

No | el ARG &
Jes

s P Dv

PART E—NOMINAL ROLL OF OFFICERS ATTACHED FROM OTHER UNITS.

Subatantive Rank

!
and Elgher
Army Date of
Temporary Number. MName and Initials. Unit. Attachment. Nature of Attachment.
Eanlk, {f |
Held.

FamamFonssdnsddid ddn S mdmndana e md B el eEEaEn I-FII 3

Date of Despaich Signali e u} Cﬂmm;idei" o
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

— g ,:'_":';"mm-_-’“hn__._:_—._-__-..-_-:-.-n--"l-"'i-.._a. e e W B B S

Army Form W.3008
(Adapted) (Page 1)

FIELD RETURN OF OFFICERS daplad) Page
O /.. 3. (Serlal No)

W.E.M../1%./.43. OFFRS.29. ﬁ.R*s...@!ﬁ_;. OFFRS....[.. O.R's..39 ATT. BY W.E.
PART A.—POSTED STRENGTH, SURPLUS OR REINFORCEMENTS REQUIRED.

1 = 3 4 S 6 7 8 = 10
W.E. EXCLUDING ATTACHED. ATTACHED ALLOWED BY W.E.
s = TLEsE DHAE!, m T — =2a— -
Rein'fta Doficient I Burplus to Posted Arm or Corpe. Posted Surplus to Deficlent Rein'fis
Required, W.E. W.E. Strength. r Strength. W.E. W.E. Required.

—__'_"""""._____"' .
| * {
i / Lieut.-Colonels ,!P'ﬁ "7 =
! Majors .
’ ? Captains
: i 223 | Lieutenants
- Quarter-masters
] el AANS. and |
AAMWS. Offrs.
I | i Civilians Counting .
o 5 = as.r Ofirs. B 2= e
|

| | 30
|DETA.'II;_| ‘ ﬁ:.:—

Anaiysis of Part A to br.l & I I 2

shown here by ALL units.

OCuly units notified In

pars, 10 of instructions for E.(1) I
ilatlon eof form will

comp
complete Part E(1) & E(2).
i E.(2) I

# Insert detail of higher ranks as necessary,
& < Pervonnel belonging to a category not provided for in tha analysis wil! be shown in this Col. Particulars will be shown, e.g., 20 U.E. Porces: 10 N.Z. Forces.

FART B.—PARTICULARS OF OFFICERE JOINED OR QUITTED DURING WEEK.
R T T — -

OFFICERS JOINED DURING WEEE

Army No. I Hank, I Name and Initials, Unit From, Date. CAUSE.
P mm A e - l TR I e e g . =

T EL L e ey — e

i

=
R ] B R . <

OFFICERS QUITTED DURING WEEK.

Army No. Raok, Name and Initials, Unit To. Date. CAUSE,

% kicul' | Gee. H.E . EJaLugr:d / Yo AQ;&P;ZQ].
m / rﬂuutdg{, ic v LI/!R. /

PART C.—~DESCRIPTION OF OFFICERS WHOSE RETURN B s i OO DIE) 18
| . PARTICULARLY REQUESTED. ST (A ] L e
Army No. m Name and Tnitiads, REMARKS (e.g., present whereabouts if known).

——.-----a-.——-l--l—-——--h——H-——-.l—*'-——ll-_———-_-‘-.-— I —
D
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1:____. i R Y g SRR o S R S ...-.'-_'-......-....,'.,._...,.,_._,___...__.,__.._._._,h_-_q.,."q.._.._______.___.. £ — e
I gy . v -
| = Y . :
| 2jz2 Bust. 06 Bel o .. ... Unit i
] 24y 43serial No)
PART D.—NOMINAL ROLL OF OFFICERS ON POSTED STRENGTH '

At 0600 Hrs. Saturday .//./.1£:/1943 (Total to agree with Columns 4 and 7 of Part A.)

6 7 8
| Whether
J present
If not present with Unit, state Date of
with Unit
(insert how employed. n;ﬁ:.
Yes or No)

oo

PART E.—~NOMINAL ROLL OF OFFICERS ATTACHED FROM OTHER UNITS.

Substantive Rank

and Higher |
Temporary SARINY Name Date of
u“fi“ Number. ame and Initials. | Unilt, Attschniesit. Nature of Attachment,
g

i ....-.u"':.. i

TR R 0 0 e LTl

Date of Despatch Signature ﬂf"C‘amm&;iderh
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Armng Form W 3000 Cadapted) ;
FIELD RETURN OF OTHER RANKS iﬁl:ﬂﬁ =
At 0600 Hrs. Saturday & /4L /194a3 Mﬁéﬂ_mnm
wr. ;12,43 oversZY owskh{y orrrs._/ ow TT. BY W.E.

Part A. Posted Strength, Surplus or Reinforcements Required.

1 3.8 3 4 5 8 7 _8 9 10
W.E. EXCLUDING ATTACHED, ATTACHED ALLOWED BY W.E.
Reinfts, D;lnhnl Burplus to Posted BEALL, Posted | Burplys te EDefirient I Reinfis,
Required. W.E. WE | Strength AFR o Ourph. | sirength WE W.E Required
& | ¢ |[wos a1 1
| 4 [wos camn ARC / Ny e
| l & I Squadron or Company l i |
3 I e Mmtet gl e '
X 3 | Stafl Sergeants |
¥ - T Sergeants J QMg o : 5 :
5 R diny e e
|59 G [ vooven, Privaies, eta/ 5 m.z |
e £ Civilians muntl:m s OR.
Totals of cols. marked *
3 633# should agree with details .
shown in Part E on Page 2
Analysis of Part A to be shown here by ALL E-
units. Only units notifled In para. 7 of in-| Detall 19 Yea=— TOTAL
structions for compllation of this return will | ' ﬁ s ovar.
complete analysis of Part B(l) and B(2). —
# ® Personns] belonging to a category not pro- = " ' 3
vided for In the analysis will be shown In this B(1) | ’
Col. Particulars will ba shewn, e.g., 20 U.K. =
Porees, 10 N.Z. Porces. B(2) g
Part B. Other Ranks Attached from Other Units, Part C. Other Ranks Included in Part A Detached

to Other Units.

Number of l'lun.hn-t
iy umm-mmwmm um:u-mnw Unit to whizh detached "“u"’_':“ Dottt whish ditashed

HI

= —— lmacam m=s e e—— —

- — . R i WS

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1026600



: - WVEW BUWES FRRACE

RfR BUST. 6 bon.......... ;%

Army Form 'W.3009

(Adapted) (Page 2)

(Revised Jan., 1943)

a1 43 serial No.

| PARTE. Detail of Present Strength and Reinforcements required as shown in
i Part A of Army Form W.3009 at 0600 Hours Saturday // / /2 /1943 .

NOTES.—(s) If rank other than private is involved give de

4

. .
= Detalls of ' Details of i Detalls of F 9 Details of
: Tradesmen., ” g g g Tradesmen. o § g 5 Tradesmen. " g E 4 Tradesmen. g 3 g
| n e = 3
: ROUF L X b gg GROUP I. (cont.) B 2 is GROUF IL (cont.) i E{% EE GROUP IIL. (cont.) g gﬂ ﬂg
| _—A_T
: Ammunition Examiners Surveyors, Engineering Operaling Room Assts. | G.I"O. Assistanis
. A
| rmament Artifleer Burveyors, B.A.A, Operator, Keyboard | Hammermen

Armament Artificer Urveyors,
: __Fitter (Electrical) Topographliecal Operator, Line Leather Stitchers
' Armameni Artificer yors,
: —Fitter m-.x.t Trigonometrical ik Operater, Bignal Orderiles, Nursing

Armamen m WHI
! Fitter (A.F.V.) Toclmakers Operator, Switehboard g:iﬁiu“' N
. Armament Artificer
" f::ﬂm-::ti Plate Layers
. mam Artificer
s e e 24122 | NA”
i Armament Artificer Rivetters g
| . L .
r. Armament Artidcer = -
f —Wirelesy o Roughriders
,‘ Artifieer, Artlllery - Saddlers
: Artificer, Engine | saadietree makers
' Slaskotsithe . Shoemaker and Doot
; = . Eepairer
: ricklayers _[ L 2 [ Stevedores
!I Cemputors Stokers, Staiy. Engine
! PSR, " Hoaghind GROUP 1L Storemen, Technical Z é
: Dispensers Texille Refitters
',' Draughtsmen Tinsmiths

Draughtsmen .

Arc! LI taral) | mr;Eunl e Asst. Valeanlzers

: ___{T‘M} Bollermakers Wagon Ereciors
| ";I“l“““? Carpenters | Whitesmiths

%I‘lﬂ:lﬂm
| __(Topographicat) RN s =
. Efcctricians = ’ Cooks Woodturners
f Electriclans (M.V.) Dental Meckanics
': Electricians (Signaks) E'::;,EE o »
i Fitters I Driver-Operator

Fitters (Cycle) Dralners ]

Fitters (Electrical) Electricians
: Fitters (Gun) f“""mh l“""",
| - DETAILS OF
| Fitters (Instrument) I Fire Control Operators GROUP [ilL NON-TRADESMEN.
| Fitters (M.V.) Gun Operator Battery Surveyors Chlirdl m&i’ﬁ 554
' ~ Fiiters, Railway
i Signal Hatchman Butchers f /
-. Fitters, Blgnals Helght Taker Clerks £ 2! _&
: Grinder, Precision Helio Operator Clerks, Supply J
: Mechanles, Instrument Instrument Operalor Clerks, Technlcal '
_' _ﬁ‘li"‘i‘l;‘;‘- Instrument Intelligence Dutles Coach Trimmers l
: :‘;f;m Instrument Jolners or Concretors _ |
L

Mechanics, Badlo Lineman Cooks
|
i Mechanics, Typewriter Lineman, Blgnals Dental Clerk Orderlies I
I *h
: Mechanies, Wireless Lithographers Despatch Riders ' ATTACHED BY W.E.
: Millwrights Machinists, Mctal | Draughtsmen, Signals TG ne wspicoR| || |}
| Operators, Excavator Machinists, Wood Drivers, H.T, CHIROroWs T /l\ [/
| Pattern Maker Masons Driver Mechanles Ls B WA ARERS X
: Pharmacist Masseurs Driver Tptn. Plant Firzenrs My | S| &
|
: ;mm. I Mechanies, M.T. Engine Hands, LC, AR OSRERS & f
: Photowriter Miners Equipment Repairers Mecw MY ol 2
: Plumber Moulders Farricrs ARLC 2121
I
: Saw Doctors Nursas, Tralned I Fitters’ Mates ﬁﬂﬁe & 1
: Surveyors Observaticon Post Assts. Gun Layers v “ }

TR TR TS ReIETORL TTT T T S L SR L b REE == E——— ] L =

: Totals of columns
! marksed % to agree
[ CARRIED FORWARD CARRIED FORWARD 3 CARRIED PONWARD :g a" with columns 4 and 7, “ W’
: ,‘ 1 and 1 end 10 of Part * "
| A Ty
i
I

{ng

- =

R T g e e T T 1 T oy ey S

Date of Despaich

- - wm wm —m

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

(b) Authorised trades or specialists not included in st
Wheres AW.A.B. and/or AAMW.B, pérsonnel
{(d) Where replecement not desired note
{e) Where any reguest or notation {s mode on back of form

- .

are
on

f?/ZM

LH.Q. Press—411—8/43—312m.

col. “Relnts, Required.”
" should boe wrilten in one ¢of the Llank spaces on this page.

f e Capl Sor. M=Cal/

Sipnnture
cD

Commander

Rust- MG Bn.
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Army Form W.3008

FIELD RETURN OF OFFICERS A e un 106
A5/, 48 (serial No)

= aE = = B D T T W

At 0600 Hrs. Saturday !8./12./1948. . 2/2 Aust. MG Bri(unit)
weE($. /12 145 . orFrs2N.. G.R’sm._}. OFFRS.. /.. O.R's. . 3GrATT. BY WE.

PART A.—POSTED STRENGTH, SURPLUS OR REINFORCEMENTS REQUIRED.

3 2 3 4 5 6. 7 8 9 10 |
== =i - = - ——— I
W.E. EXCLUDING ATTACHED. ATTACHED ALLOWED BY W.E. |
- DETAIL. :
Rein'fts Deficient Burplus to Posted Posted - Burplus to Deficient Rein'lis

Required. W.E. W.E Strength. Atm or Corps, Strength, WE W.E. Required.

. g A i T_l_ - 3
Lieut.-Colonels ii W C . , 3

Majors

/
/
J Captains
Lieutenants
=
o

Quarter-masters

AANS. and
AAMWS. Offrs.

| Civilians Counting
as Ofirs.

DETAIL i ALP. C.AM P,

Avalysis of Fart A to be| A | I&E

R.A.AP, LR TOTAL,

sbhown hare by ALL units, — Y E -~
Only wunits notified In

pars. 10 of instructions for E.(1) _ * ]

coampilation of form will

complete Part 5(1) & E(2). ]

+ Insert detall of higher ranks as necessary.
% 4 Personnel belonging to & category not provided for in the analysis wil! be shown in this Col. Particulars will be zhown, o.5., 30 U.K. Forces: 10 N.Z. Forces.

PART B.—PARTICULARS OF OFFICERS JOINED OR QUITTED DURING WEEK.

OFFICERS JOINED DURING WEER

Army No. Rank. : Name and Inifials. Unit From. Date. I CAUSSE,

- h fﬁitﬂl .
exX- no :5

R,

OFFICERS QUITTED DURING WEEK.

Name and Inilials. Unit To. Date. | CAUSE.

[ﬂﬁ.ﬂ Li ﬂFﬂ .G DD KeolbaW~/6 ‘ih‘i quﬁ ' o
Craved C.P |Evacvated V5)2/4s- b Aﬁf,ra/ '*

L h D SECUPNPE. Ty SR N ¢ RS | | S S s Ml T SEatl o S el RN e (LTS, e S e e e L e T L e e — &
PART C.—DESCRIPTION OF OFFICERS WHOSE RETURN TO.. wadsiea RS L. 15
PARTICULARLY REQUESTED. ..../...../ 194.............
Name and Initinls. REMAREKS (e.g., present whereabouts if known).
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=
- T

Army F;rﬂi W.ﬁﬁg?
(Adapted) (Page
....... ?._Hﬂ.ﬁf_ms'_.ﬂﬂﬁ R F e (- (Revised Jan., 1943)
36 743 (serial No)
PART D.—NOMINAL ROLL OF OFFICERS ON POSTED STRENGTH

At 0600 Hrs. Saturday ....f.B..f.J&.flMS (Total to agree with Columns 4 and 7 of Part A.)

1 2 3 = 5 & 7 8

e —

Sybstantive Rank Whether
and Higher presant

Temporary H‘*T:, Surname. Initials. Posting. L with Unit
Rank if ooy (insert

Held. Yes or No)

X 121 @9 arfi WNE/C #

Qx 6268 [Sec 2 1je | AW _LHY STeFESchool |
NX 240 76 | .

ok 4 :

“m 784 ~
“ Nx 12333 | TUrne . RH-_Jne SFREFSchool |

Ak

Date of

If not present with Unit, state Dotach

how employed.

- - |

.Ha- ! Y o _

j

PART E.—NOMINAL ROLL OF OFFICERS ATTACHED FROM OTHER UNITS.

- Bubstantive Rank
?ET;E%? Hu"'mmh,_ Neme and Initials. Unit. At:::llt:;:t. Nature of Attachment.
Held,
“.\_ - ghi
X 20037 Oennisll A
i .;1.1’ Qe é :

{q%‘ga“' REE et Capt, for Lt Colemens
Date of Despatch | "~ b eSS Ca ﬂ‘* ;der stk
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Army Form W.3008

FIELD RETURN OF OFFICERS A e a5

e o e swanrT A o . BB LBy
wELS/ 181 F3. orrrsi? on 43, orrrs. /. orss3d ATT. BY WE.

PART A.—POSTED STRENGTH, SURPLUS OR REINFORCEMENTS REQUIRED.

1 = 3 4 S5 | 6 F 8 2 10
W.E. EXCLUDING ATTACHED, ATTACHED ALLOWED BY W.E.
= DETAIL. - -
Reln'fts Deficient | Burplus to Posted A G2 o, Posted Surplus to Deflotent Rein'fts
Required. W.E. W.E. Streagth. Strength. W.E. W.E. Required.
:
o
{ | Lieut.-Colonels
Majors
. Captains
a Lieutenants
I Quarter-masters
- |AANS. and
AAMWS. Offrs.
- Civilians Counting

as Ofirs.

Anilysis of Pert A to be
gkown hare by ALL units,
only unfiz notified (n
poers. 10 of instructions for E.(1)
campilation of form will
complole Part E(1) & E(2).

| E.(2)

# Insert delall of higher ranks as neceasary, -
% @ Personnel belonging to a category not provided for {n the analysis will be shown in this Col. Partlculars will be shown, e.g., 20 U.K, Porces; 10 N.2. Forces.

PART B.—PARTICULARS OF OFFICERS JOINED OR QUITTED DURING WEEK.

OFFICERS JOINED DURING WEEK

Army No. Rank, Name and Initials, Tnit From. I Date. CAUSE.

b035d LigorTonnsond MO\ A0S Fira bl
ne;ﬂm——-—f—-—“ . ¢ 'l'

OFFICERS QUITTED DURING WEEE.
u;m-. To. Dlu.- j; CAUEE.
| Aesz2iyi i RO /743,
& ’ Ea-xatqrb'..[ A le Avr)
I : me_—_-l-.—‘—_ : '
PART C.—DESCRIPTION OF OFFICERS WHOSE RETURN TO......o. {Unit) IS
PARTICULARLY REQUESTED. .....[..../19%......
Army No, m Name and Initials. - REMARKS (e, present whereabouts if known).
- ] —
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— e e R, A, . = 8

| | ; - Army Form W3008
L .__f?/_/_‘:% Rusi (1 BN uvns s
F7#3 e wor |
PART D.—NOMINAL ROLL OF OFFICERS ON POSTED STRENGTH
At 0600 Hrs, Saturday 25742 /1943 (Total to agree with Columns 4 and 7 of Part A.)
1 2 3 a. | 8.8 e TR
o | oua
i w
oo Number. B v
Lot |NXigl
' . € ' NO ik LHR STHEC o 50\
| ' . |Gx
4 x Tehady -§ H ' n ;j;_.,,--r{, gl S
NK
] x '- —
foud B 3T b ' . Y
VL &Pl S E PR, '
e =
: ' “ zm P 3'-".—;%?!.' 75'1 >
X 5 Vi - 3
|V x ‘*ﬂ AN 51&3 ¥ = P |
WA TOTO N BENNATT. | WIN_| 1.0 | TES
WD BB IR bV A i e YE S|
AT I B X igi99%] . | & M P v | IR T T B
X el 7L, yES|
Lr AT R 177 | |
m s A ' Wor | | :
ﬁ o .. E Y ] .. : a L : . ?.E:P |
% TN | | YE®
E L L AR iy | Y=
I.N.K ' |
FlovLOER | VG YES |
|
.J"f

PART E.—NOMINAL ROLL OF OFFICERS ATTACHED FROM OTHER UNITS.

Substantive Rank
[ gnd H—’-Ih‘r

“eizporary i Name and Initials. Unit, | Mm_ Nature of Attachment.
Held, |
CHAT HaGa] Hiasadd) = ORI

B IE 43

Dnte of Despatch

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

U

' =
Iy B L T Ty
s iginsanes

- Sighatur

mander

t for L. Coby

RCDIG1026600



-

FVACUATIONS BATTLE CASUALTIES
0 A W R ' 1 KTeds
Diarithoes « & | 1 Wounded

Dysentry = =
Others 1 = 23

1o RE SICKNESS IIf UNTT
PeUs 0. over the past month, illness in the mit increased considerzblye Th:.s :
was meinly due to a few weeks spent on SATELBERG, where the Malarial control messures
could not be properly carried oube llost of the patients evacuated were only awey
from the unit for a period of one week and were cages of Dengue Fevers, Only a smell
percentage bad malaria, as is shown in the weekly malarial chart, which shows the Bn
to be among the lowest in the Dive

Zo 2l & .

Have been practically nil in the wnit, only one men being evacuated for this
complainte Most of the men are Hygiene consciouse T have cerried oul hygiene
meesures to the fullest extent possible wnder the conditionse There have been several
mld ceses of diarrhoea which were cured in a few days. There were 1 - 23 evacuated
with other ailments, none of which were seriouse

There Iw.w been quite a few men re-classified who are now awaiting movemente

On the whole the increase of sickness can be attributed o a lowering of regserve
sub=clinical Vitamin B deficiencye

. During the month two of our Coys ymre in action, doing all which was asked of
them. Our casualties were light 1 OR 1 woundedo. The two Coys engaged in action,
have had a very high siclmess rate. But this was only to be expected as the"going"
was very hard and tediouse. The increase in P,U.0. was due to the tactical situation
, and not to faulty anti-malarial precuations, such as could be carried outbe.

2¢ HYGLENE

Hygiene throughout the uwnit has been excellent. In all Coys the hygiene conditions
in the field are excellente. Lack ef Dysentery and Diarrhoea shows how well the

h;t,rglene gect ulﬂn workse

3¢  HALARTAL GGIIML '
Although supplies have been ﬂ:.fflmﬂ.t to obtain, work has been cerried out by .
improvisation which was successfule This is shown by the low malarisl rate in the
unite The troops are malaria conscious and take heed to all precautions required

of theme

Le IFOOD
Thig has been excellent over the last monthe. Fresh meat and butter now apnear

on the diets The cooks have sound appetizing dishes and there is no monotonous farees
Hgpecially was this noticable over the Christmas and Iew Year period.

50 MEDICAL, FPERSONIEL
The Bn ig still short of trained Stretcher Bearers, but this.is ba:.ng remidied
by a S.B. school from which the depleted ranks will be filled. All the Stretcher
i Bearers and lledical Orderlies have worked in an excellent fashion and have done all
which was required of theim.

! 5
6¢ MEDICAL SUFPLIES
Thiese hove been sulficient for our owm needs. Thermometers have been hard to
obtain owing to large demand for {themeby Dive Ve have had the full co=~operation of

the 2/3 AUST D AMB, and have obtained all necessary supplies from theme

W M Capt

(w. N.Bannatt)

il

l 3
I ;
(=& | - - - ' 2.
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PROTO

PO ¢ ADDRES37WS5S as Tor No 83

MOST SECRET (,) sitrep 84to 302000L (,) ref maps-l/BSOOOJseries firstﬁﬁgﬁ
edition (,) 20 bde (.) 2/13 bn (,) patrol GARABO to 1800 feature 5870
NES(, ) patrol from 616684 along high ground to 615705 and return Lo

(,) C coy moved to jeephead 628699 (.) A and C. coys adv ﬁowards NON~
GARA at last light were close to village believed to be NONGARA but
darkness and mnist prevented exact orientation (,) enemy scouts contact-
ed this area (.) dlsposns HG 6276Y9 B coy 625791 L coy 625700 wvith one
pl 627703 in posn found vacated by JAPS (,) 2/17 ba NIR (\‘ Q4 bd:_f- (i)
/28 bn (,) patrol D coy along coastal track to 649750 fircd on Srom
649751 (.) patrol returned to coy perimecer 647744 (,) 37/62 bn \1)
standing patrol 624700 fired on 2 JAPS 623700 reaulﬁgqunobserygﬁﬂ\.} =
patrol from 638696 to sqg 6370 to 62806 and rcturn Nio (ﬂ) 2/45 i (.)
oatrol pound eouthern helf of sq 0575 WMS but many dead \.}‘A anc. B coys
sp by tks 301600L adv from'PﬁBU'637750‘wevtwar@ﬁbrushing aside
opposition at ¢22728 (.) ovr casualties one kilicd S wonnded Eo ) :
perimeter formed for night 628701 (.} D ooy moved to_PA}U {v ) 26 bde },)
S/4 cav sqn found 70mm gun abandoned and made US DY Jals at 538674 (.)
rof MASATENG R one inch (.) patrol could NOT find v1llageF§15705;(a)
village 475718 unoccupied (,) 2/23 bn (.) ref BONGA photo map Co ) B
head 113117 captured and sccurcd by G and D coys (t) enemy force
cetimated more than 50 encountered D A and B coys in succession and was
wiped out (.) bn perimeter for night.115}25 in close_contact (.) A coy
2/24 bn moved to FIOR (.) 2/48 bn NTR (.) 4 bde (.) A coy 22 bn .
relicved one goy 29/46 bn (.) D eoy 22 bn mo?ed_from_KEDﬂm to 625644

(,) bnHQ 2/2 MG bn moved to 586662 (.) own airops 29 nov (,) 49 tons
bonbs dropped on CAPE GLOUCELTHER 2 WL, 0 Like

e ] . e
S - - — — — — - -— mm—— i ——— w - — [ =1 P — e e LT —— e —— e - R e, L [ e - I

If 1liablc ete DRLS T00 010730L

f 7 =
,.ufﬂ T J: .
f 3 *.‘\— = ' ; = ey S
. ; — ~ : .
o W ettt 5 AT
1&"‘ ‘/ "  + .i"?' " f [ T 1 e -
f = ',-"' lrll s ;: ——— —a
JI-!ll . ; g -
*_-. i-.-'r _.' i - ;
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TROTORMA MTSSAGT 73 f*””-jz

'-. 'ﬁ‘ﬂ T
- D, ) O /8 '
TO :E;JDdedTT A FPOR SITRLP 4 Phﬂu ALCET S ﬁ ud? N W 0 ﬂff'hiu Eﬂﬂﬁgyf"
22 D PORT HQ USAS0S ' [ | e
-1-1-:- .F . A M *74 | . ,,.
ROM : 9 AUST DIV 0 4 o \fo.md T

MOST SZCRWT (50 sitrep 85 to 012000L (. ) ref maps 1/Q5OOO seconu
edition (.) 20 bde (.) patrol 2/135 bn moving to BONGA ! W ARTI0 b el
reached 573696 without sighting enenv (,) patrol from f .d coys 2/15,
bn vieinity NONGORA located enemy on ridge east of village (. onatf
coy attacied with arty MIG and mortar sp drove enemy off ridge (.) .
contact made further morth (. ) dlSJﬁnltlonS A coy 5885702 C coy 586701
(.) bn HQ moved to 60C887 (.) 24 bde k3] B soy 2/43 bn continned adwv
with tk sp to 599714 (.) enemy fire from 599717 and 601714 ﬂncounuerpd
but patrols mopped up area during afternoon inflieting cagualtlen of
enemy (,) 30 enemy seen moving north at 610744 smoke at 618740 (. )
enemy fired 28 shells area 608715 (,) shelling erratic (.) patP01
2/32 bn found numerous unoccupied enemy posns along former i of C
522681 to 616697 (.) patrol 2/28 bn to recce enemy posn 623730 P?L
yet returned (.) other patrols 2/28 and 37/52 bns NS (.) 26 bde (.
2/23 bn continued adv against opoosition and occupied KUANKO 01121%::

(.) 3 attempts during afternoon to dislodge enemv north of villagu
unsuceessful (.) Im contact at last light (,) dispositions bn HQ

B D coys KUANKO area C coy 250 yds north and .. coy 400 yds south

of village (.) patrols 2/4 cav sqn and 2/24 bns throughout area Nu3 (.)
2/24 bn alspositions'bn HQ 545684 A coy 555697 B coy 2544687 pls

5436 93 547692 C coy 555695 D coy 531682 (.) 4 bde (.) 22 bn less

A coy moved to assembly area vieinity BONGA (.) bn Hg 632725 (,) adv
bde HQ established 633722 (.) PIB patrol located unoccupied' enemy

bn posn 612684 (.) no ceneny ailr activity during last 24 hres '

—ﬂﬂ--l----___“—#-l—“—--——-.—'-'----l—m“m-_“_ﬂ_
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Ny | ey N B e T T
& AV ViNded  luladdedNales O

__TO : ADDRESSEES A3 FOR SITRED'NO 85 plus NIO LANGEMAK RAY
FROM 5 9 AUST DIV 0 487 . |

MOST SRCRET (.) sitrep 86 to 022000L (.) ref maps 1/25000 series (,):
.20 bde (., ) patrol 2/13 bn encountered enemy dug in at 570715 (.)
., _oepatrol withdrew to village WILDE 570712 and enemy engaged by arty (.)
)TEOK eoy 2/15 bn forcad enemy from ridge east of NONGARA to posn 583706,
. abandoning: some eqpt.and rifles (,) disposns A‘coy 584705 C coy 5857@4
- {.)+%8/17 bn relieved 37/52.bn (.) disposns 2/17 bn 13 617676 A coy
. 613677 B.Goy 611675 ¢ coy 616681 D coy 618679 (,) other patrdls in bde
areg NS (. ) 24 bde (.,) patrol 2/28 bn to GUSIKA 635734 uhable to ¢
elimb north bank R KALUENG owing to flood and steep banks(,) patrol
fully exposed themselves on south bank to draw fire without result (&)
C coy 2_4$;bn regumed adv with tks (,) opposition from flanks ove rcome
cnemy withdrawing into jungle (,) coy secured track junc 516716 (.) |
B coy advanced through C coy:without. opvosition to. 593717 (;)-1n‘cbntact
w%th enfmy 100 yds NW (,) 1 tk bogged and one dama ed. by enemy arty !
fire (.) 26 bde (.) € coy 2/24 bn moved to 545634 %.) A COy 2/48 bn
- relieved 2/4 cav sqn at MARARUO (.) 2/4 cav san moved to 531682 By
8/23 bn (,) U coy moved fwd but progrz2es blocked by hy MG fire from -
strong enemy posh. (.) enemy apoarently reinforced night 18 ) o
attempts to cutflank c¢nemy posn by psatrols all unsulcessful owing to
torrain (L) encmy haracsed during sfternoon by arty mortars and NG (L)
_eneny moved fwd last light engaged by arty (,) remoined in close gol
L{;E‘ contact (.) 4 bde (.) 29/46 bn moved to 633721 (,) A coy 22 bn rejohicd
.

- bn 632726 (.) 37/52 bn moved to arca 629721 (,) A coy 2/2 LG bn te | ¢
b R R R R, T ST PO (SRR P e s S S S R S S e S s M SR iy
223 o) DRLS 0307 271, !%-
L 8
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PRO_TORMA MESSAGE TORM
IC  ADDRESSEES AS FOR 86
FROM ADV 9 AUST DIV 0 501 4

e — R — o mwr — L= e e — w—— Lo T = — — L o — — s — = ) ey e e -

MOST SECRET (.) sitrep 87 to O32000L (,) rer maps 1/26000 series (,) 4 b
(<) 2250 (. ) D coy moved norih along coasfel irack and attacked enemy
estimated 5C strorngly dug iu at 623737()attack With arty and morsar s
suceeseful (.) D 2oy edvanced to 623740 s4ill in contast atv last 1t (.)

B coy moved NW frcem GUSIKA and encountered enemy estimated ™ ple at 61973%
(:) vpoan heavily shelied and coy moved SW %o 614732 (.) C coy moved along
north bank R KALUENG then north to 809737 (.) slight opposition encounte=
from smell enemy varhies mapped up(, ) A soy in posn mouth R KALUENG ()
bn HQ GUSIKA 63£..3 (.) 37/52 dbn B coy moved +o 619727 and D coy o 63272
(o) 20 bde (. patrol 2/13 bn found svidence of accuarate shelling on
eénemy posn north of WILDE 570712 (,) 2/15 bn {.) patrol moved east of en
rosn north of NONGORA aionz track to appro:: ESTYO8 NMS (.) track appeared
To end at this pt {.) fighting patrol noved to west of enemy posn to apprc .
582707 where enemy fire ensounse e%ré % second pairol moved to same area
(,) enemy posr heavily shelled aﬁﬁ I % rned to NONGARA (.) enemy posn
engaged by arty (.) 24 bde (.) C sey 2/43 bn successfully attacked enemy
091716 from south forcing withdrawai (.} attempts %o move Puptherp wes®t
prevented Dy enemy fire from w. gt und north (. ) ratrols to areas 09979

nd 2997230 NMS (,) 2/32 bn less two coys moved fwd in sp (.) bde HQ
egtablished at A33605 (.) one pl A coy uweved to PABU 610713 Ls3 %ﬁﬁ? bn Ha
98¥71C A ooy 801716 B coy 600715 G coy 624712 D cny 619682 (.2 3/45 bn HQ
098714 A coy 8602717 ® coy 593717 C coy 591716 D coy 596716 (,) 26 pde (. )
2/%5 bn(,) patrol reiurned first 1t raving found possibls rout: to eut
main Giack a% approx 549713 (,) fad coys vithirew slightly nifglt 2,3 dec
to posn at southern edge of KUANKC village 556710 (.) enemy atoempt to
outfiank posn to east repulsed {(.) 031300L eneny attack with hy MG sp
repulsed- (. repeated attempts by enemy to avproach posn repulsed (.)
Purtherr enemy attack 032030L broken up by arty and mortar fire (.) entire
2724 bn engaged in carrying sups and amn tc 2/23 tn (.) C coy moved %o
554705 (.) three day patrol 2/4 cav 3aqn Jo KULUNGTUXU reached 475718 ref
map MASAVENG R 1/63360 (,) PV captured atv 48GC71. (. ) further patrol fired
on from directionULUO 51370& vef map 1/25000 {.) 2/48 bn proteciive natrols
NN3 (o) RAA (.) extensive neutrallising fire during day on enemy posrs (, )
2 e¢nemy barges moved south %o vicinity GUSIKA 1745 hre then turned £nd
revurned north (,) PT boats night 2/3 ¢eco no sightings (.) no enemy aip ;(
act! vity last 24 hrs

“-q.—l—-l--l-lﬂ——“-nm-—-—h-*i—l—hm——'—'—l—-l-l-ﬂ_-—-—-._—_

SE Aty B DRLS TOO 04Q730L
£~ 3 oS #::-Gal‘t
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PROFORMA MESDAGE FORM

L e el o LR
= EE Y - - o am

TO : ADDRASSERS AS FOR SITREP No K7

C3
= a
O
?:-.
@)
L
(P
3
-,
-
O
Ch
2
o
T

- - R
R - e - — P Wi b et T P — s oo - - - — il [ p— - - R - — o
a o -

OST SECRET ( ) sitrep 88 to 0420001 (,) ref maps 1/85000 sepries (

g

8
041200L at 624734 (,)20 bde (,) 2/13 bn (,) one vl C \coy moved

SCRI J _ - | )
s D Efq 22 bp discovered dug in enemy posne 618739 Lo 624750
rows antl tk mines 622739 {.) one tp tks crossed R IATLUENG

o a— e e e

'—ll

to

therwi R o 1 - . E -
302682 E%hifw1aeﬁno:.hang£ Lo ) LD bn.(.) 041445L B coy moved north
O cuv NW %track Dehind enemy posng (.) at 532735 deep; ravine to west

\

barred adv to track (,

) GOy perimeter at cablehead 582712 (.) bn HQ

and U coy 586701 (.) 2/17 bn NTk (.) 24 bde '.) 5/28 b» paii.is NMS(. )

B and chp#a 2/43 bn 040800L moved aW o encircle enciy wvnosn at
089717 (., reached track 5E5716 04123CT, (e ) 0415451, ~nemy party

approacned from west (.) 2 JAPS killed () 04.5CO0L A coy 2732 bu

moved west through C coy 2/48 bn to zlose contoct with enemy arecaq

589717 (,) 0400301, enemy gun firel 48 shells into general area €
no damage or casualties (. ) dispositions 2/¢3 on B8 coy 594716 ()

\

~3/43 bn HQ 597717 B coy o877L17 D coy 586717 o.herwise no change

DB 4
[ 5 5 S .

¢

(- )

‘ 26 bde (,) 2/23 bn (,) JAPS cut track 557710 (,) new track cut frou

UANKO to 557708 now L of C %to 2/23 bn (.) 3 attacks on 2/23 bn

beaten off during day {(.) £/924 bn (.) C coy moved to closc contact

with ensmy at 557710 (.) 2/48 bn patrols NMS (.) 2/4 cav san (

-.‘f

rel’ map KULUNGTUZU one inch (,) 3 day pacrol to KULUNGTUW™J reached

JUNGATNG 3986745 (;} natives report JAPS in area FASEO 383778 E )

ref

map MASAWING R one inch (,) patrol to 517696 contacted J atro
killed 2 (.) patrol discovered JAPS unknown strength areﬁP5%5ég?l(g)

C sgn tk pn (:) San HQ moved to 623724 (.) our arty fired more than
4000 rde in closc¢ sp and CB tacks and against WAREQ, LAGOON and KILIGIA
(«)PT bcats_night*B/é dec sank one large hHarge off LEPSIUS PT damaged.
Sﬁ(,) own airops <.dec (, ) 31 MITCHELLS bombed and strafed coast from
RZIN BAY to ROTTUUL BAY (.) 3 sagns LIBERATORS bombed CAPX GLOUCERTER
and REIN BAY (.) 8 KITTYHAWKS strafed luggers and barges HANSA BAY £
16 KITTYHAWKS bombed and destroyed br at BOGADJ T (») 19 MITCHELLS -
bombed SIO (.) 11 BOSTONS bombed and sirafe” coastal tpack BLUGHER DT

| to WANDOKAI and dump area mouth R SANG.A

If iiable, etec DRLS TOO 0507356L
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6
'RE’T" (‘n} citrep 8 to OB2000L (,) ref maps 1/85000 series "‘1"!"2,0-'. . 1
r " Bt

I
3

i ' : Ji.'_-..?‘._‘l“:’/ 15 D i pﬂtm 1roim *‘IG}\TG"ORA 0 582 528 ﬁfﬁ 10 51'???5?{:}4 and 1*!;::*?&;‘13111 , :-
| NM&C, I tracks have HUT been recently used :g} B coy nmw EOETRl e v o Y
WMo other change (.) 4 bde (.) CBOT30L D coy 20/46 bn with arty and t& sp ;- |

* EQG“E fully attacked encimy posn 8L 8738 and advanced uo LAGOON st 61974 4.
b ) B« 0y attacked Snemy posn 619738 (.) attack partially successful f;j

soie | 5 still here at last light ( ) 4 _._:;""]{3!’;11'}_0*5 Bn HQ C ecov and tio
~-63275¢ A coy 819742 B coy 62 1788 D coy 619744 (.} B coy %"’/5,‘5 P .
cond @De pl PIB ﬁauﬁollef}. to 608740 NME (.) COYy POSN Now 806789 ‘(, ) 22, %* |

no ﬂantact dupiaog day (.) D uov 024758 one pl A coy 620731 {.) one Pl

stendtng patrol 617729 Nis gnz enemy mincfield at 880743 (, ) 24 bde (, 1

2/38* ﬂatﬂe] 8q 6272 NMS (.) 2/%2 bn (.) enemy posn acfoss track sg 98 g, S
'?LMB etely aleared {1) one JAP killed E88717 (.) B coy: 2/48 ‘bn saptured

wourged JAP serjeant at bH82716 {9) V10001 contact made Heﬁween A coy 8/32

and B coy 2/45 bﬁﬂ (.) D coy 2/48 ba patrolled wegtwward o cvacuated enemy’

M mor Lqﬂ B827T16 NMS (. ) nd 82 O § g

tar p 5¢q NMS (. A.a B coys &/¢2 bu moved %o aEEth (o) patrel

iﬂaau d eremy at ©88717Y (,) in sharp elash 6 JAP killed our sas i kille

4 Wahﬂde h}‘ coy withdrew (,) dispositions 2/32 bn HQ 597716 A coy B58Z71E
"B coy B84718 C coy 593716 D coy 60B716 (.) 2/43 tn HQ 624582 A “O“#ﬁzégbﬁ

B coy 897715 C GOy 61°C84 D coy 585716 i.) 26 bde (¢} ref BONGa phﬂﬁ@map )
/24 Hn (o ) patrol west and nuwiﬂ reaghed 105135 NTRP( ) patrol 49 north
2/98 bn perimeter “oané enemy in strong pos ﬂ u~nrieamwhg viliege (., )~2/28

-f;,,-':'.' 7 ¥y | ¢ -

bn nd matert %ufﬁan%e ) enemy still astvide track (. ) our snipers inflict-

ei S0 S ?a}c:i : 0 ) d/i sav sqn patrol 50 ::’**’“'1'..ﬂjN(?f'ﬁ o) reports going ey
fficanls Lo} no contact 3 -..,3'-"‘00 series (,) Puri he*f‘ rafipoi saw 2

Jﬁpﬁ wiio f ied at D147 04 fulfpa rol could not flﬁﬂ ﬁgEO duv found recen tly-

vacated di gg;fgg;gﬁ*QMUEQ S T bn (. ) patrol magd sontact W*ﬁh cav sgn
_‘Pﬂtvoﬁ at bLﬁuuu“glj_PI Doats T,&#E $f5 Gec uf'}ﬂMBAR“Wﬁ fouﬂi 2 buncéles
;eaeb ccntaining 200 bags food and 3 rafts from which boxes believed amn

iMere suspsnded (. ) whols destroyed (“) velleveld deck cargs of submarine
OWn aicvops 5 dee (.} & BOSTONS suc ce 88fuily bombed aecupxed areas north (- )

KABLAGIDU PT (. ) 30 MITCHELLS § MAURADERS boubed ridges BOGADITM rd (. )

_JI TTBERA?T‘I("I{S nomaed &41;195 Bﬂd M DOSNS GAPE CLOUGE - =
ohe A4 poun destroyed LOUCESTER causing firzs (.)

“'--r F‘h
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PROFORIA- ijiﬁGE_WURE,.

e o —

TO: ADDRESSEES as for NO 8¢
FROM : 9 AUST DIV 0 1545 Ly

MOST SECRET (,) sitrep 90 to 06200C L (o) ref maps 1/25000 seiica ) 4 hde
() 29/46 tn (.) B and D coys sucessstuLly attacked eiemy poen 217747 with
arty sp and d.ove enemy northward (.) D coy thea 1oved td arca 3217E2
without serious oppesitior (s ) ﬂﬁeal patrois fal -4 to coatact eneuy ()
70 mm gun found 1ntact at 619749 akﬁ B coy ccoutinaed adv vo 618746 w‘+?“hi
gserious opposition (.) C coy moving west encouniered eveiy posn 616747 (.)
encmy withdrew after attack and coy mnvcd Lw% 0 64746 (.) A goy moved
northwards to 617754 against continual®™® E BPueition t, on HE now
618745 (.) bn NOT in contact last light ( ) 37/52 bn B coy ambushed encry
Pty 600742 killing i0 inel two offrs (.) dispositions bn HQ 621740 . -0y
19744 C coy less pi 582739 pl 617729 D coy less pl 681741 pl 615741 (.)
22 bn zontact patrols NHS (.) B coy cleared enemy pocket 619738 by 0613001
(¢) 20 bde (.) enemy withdrew during night 5/6 dec frﬂm posns fwd of 2/15
bn 17 of NONGORA (-) B coy less one pl moved £Wd and oscupied posn (.
patrols located enemy posns at approx 877716 (.) 24 bde (.) 2/32 B ()
B eoy followed by 4 coy commenced westorly adv encountercd hy cremy fire
from 581718 (,) attempts to eneirele posn unsuccessful owlng to precipitous
terrain (.) patrol located enemy at 583717 (.) coys formed perimetcr poan
9383718 with C coy (.) D coy leic two pln moved fwd' to 593717 . ).B coy 2/43
bn lesc one pl moved back vo 602716 and one pl fwd to 598717 (.).26 bde (.)
patrol: 2/23 bn found qnemy had withdrawn from pouon south of KUﬁﬂKD during
night 5/6 dec (.) 4 coy 2/24 bn continued horthward adv and cut KU.NKO -~
K7ATINGKO track at 850718 (,) 10 JapS of wnlch 3 only armed all carrying
packe obuerved moving eahtward towarda KU. hﬁD Lotk . O and ﬁ& moved up to
came ‘area (,) O061700L A coy attacked eact to DPH. 1 HILL = %iqck towarduy
RULNKO D coy following to PHAK HILL and C coy moving tod549718 necar KW..TINGKO

» ) attaek apparenctly scomplete vurpri.e tc enemy and cagsualtiecs inflicted
-062000L pﬂrﬁy 20 JaPE withdrawing from KUANKC encountered .. coy und

suffered cacualties (,) bn HQ moved during day to 555708 () pAchad 2/4-8
—PR-and 874 cov can-NME (. rarty fired ir up ¢ and 26 bde: and haPasting =
fire on enemy pocnoc (. Lﬂemy air ueti-ity (.) OBR020L one .,/C dropved 6
borbs between RAKAKOG and R BUMI caucing clight dumage and cacualtiec
A/C engaged by hy Al and took violent evacive uction (. ) "052050L one ;}L
jetticoned bombc %o cea whnen engaged by ny Aa (.) DH21B5L one »/C approand
SCARLET BEACH but withdrew without houtile aetior {(,) PT boats nil cightire
5/6 dec (.) own airorc {.) one sBgn BOSTONS 2 cquns HMITCHELLS bombed dump
apeas KILIGIA 177 and LAXKOKA 5978 aud bivcuae arsa R SaNCi v illey ()
caused large explosion and soln of bluck oimoke at KILIGIA (,) 4 ®: from
eagort strafed fuel dumps I AKONA ©ires Ltarted (.) 42 LIBERLTORS aecurately
bomhed targeti area CAPE GLOUCESTER (.) 80 MITCHELLS bombzd coautal areu
BORGIN BAY (,) 18 MITGHELLS bombed JRAWE \. ) ‘bac R reports counsidepable
track activiity LuKES area and srack WARBO ~ KALIGI. chowe clgns recent hy
L BEEEG '

1E 1i15¢ﬁ cete JELa | TO0 070800L °
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PROPORMA 1 Es3AGR WORi

TO : AJDDRUESSEES A5 FOR SITREP NO 90 | IR

FRUKM : 9 AUST DIV 0. 586 % 8

007 SECRET (. ) sitrep 91 to 0720C0L (.) ref maps 1/25000 series (.)

4 bde (,) 29/4C bn (,? B coy gontinued adv along coast encountere. enemy
posn 617755 (.) posn mortared and enemy withdrew\(.)s contact later made
616759 (.) D ¢y passed through B coy and aucceaeﬁully attacked posn

advancing against opposition to 615762 (.) A coy moved to 616758 without
opvosition {.) ¢ coy . oved to 609751 without oprosition Bnd patrol went
north to TUNIM R where strong enemy posn encountered (,) arty fire brcaight
down (.) further enemy posn ercountered 612753 (.) ivndication that enemy
force Lypassed D coy 37/52 bn at 600742 during night 6/7 dec (.) coy
moved down track to 599738 (.) A coy 22 bn relieved b\ < coy 2/13 bn (.)
adv of tkes delayed by very hy built up mines on track ») one tk badly
deriaged (,) lagoon reported unsuitable for landimg of SSP barges owing -
coral re-f across entrance (,) 20 bde (.) 2/13 bn moved to GUSIKA area
dispositions for night bn HQ 630733 A goy 628724 B coy 624736 C COy
620754 D coy 623728 (.) D coy 2/15 bn btook over prot?g;ion of dump ares
604684 (.) patrcl 2/15 bn contacted enemy 578715 andftrack junec 579716
(+) 24 bde (., 2/32 ba (.) patrols founl enemy stil /inﬂﬁOSn at 580719
but NOT at 582717 (,) A and B coys moved Westward apmd contact-d enemy
H817L8 (,) C coy moved along tirack to 580717 “rom vwhlich point pat: ol
moved Iwd to vicinity 578717 where fired on (,) further patrol ~cntacted
enemy posn at track june 579716 inflieting casvalties (,) could ueur Tire
on 2/15 bn patrol to south but contaet NOT made /(. ) hy arty and mcotar
fire brought down on posn () fingl Jdispbsisiogs A cor B8O7L8 . . o5
081719 U coy 580717 with enemy on western slones 1800 fcature (i

D coy 2f43 br ijoined B coy &% 608716 (.) logcel patrols 2,/28 hr s i.)
26 ode (.) patrol 2/4 cav. sqQn rcached JOﬂHG@Hﬁ*ﬁ;?VSS re” ope ineh uap
Wwhere no signs recent enemy occupation (.) sup baes formed at JAINGGRL
696745 (,) further patrol logated epemy pren 512704 vcf map 1/25000 -
area shelled (,) 2/23 bn (,) 4 and D covs moved fud through enemy pocnc
I of KUANKO vacated night 6/7 dec to 549714 (,) patrol uoved north to
549715 but strong enemy posn prevented further progrecs (,) 2/24 bn*(.)
patrols inflicting hy casualties on enemy parties K£VATINGKO -~ PEAK HILL
grea inel geveral parties retrcating in disorder towards WAREO (.)

JAY pogns cover all track approacheg to 7AREO {,) alspositions A c¢coy
558713 C coy 548715 D coy less one pl 549715 one pl 548713 (.) Raa {,)
over 285U0 rounds fired on enemy posns. WARTO LAKONA -KILIGIA areas (.)

no enemy air activity (,) P10 boe's night 6/7 dec sighted 4 enemy barges
laden with sups weet of 510 cank 2 and destroyed other two on beach %,)
further mission sank one cenemy PT p0at "W coast NEW BRITAIN
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PROFORMA MESSAGE FORM

0 ADDRESSEES AS PHR SITREP No. 92
FROM: € AUST DIV 0 570 9

MOST SECRET (,) sitrep 92 to 082000L (,) ref map 1/2500C series b
4 bde {,) 29/46 bn.gﬂ‘ after mortar concentration erncmy withdrewly;th
ny c2s8 from 615789 tgs bvelieved HQ posn (,) spiked 76mm gun one HNG
and large wirelesc set (destroyed) found in area (.) posn now occupiled
by D oy (.) C coy surprised large body of eneny area 61%758 belle?eu
o5 kiiled {.) disposns A coy 616758 B coy 616759 C coy 009731 D Emg
516759 (. 37/82 bn (,) disposns HQ 607748 A coy 60674S C coy 6077
| D a0y 601751 () 22 bn (. ) HQ 617749 £ coy 613752 B coOy 618745 C coy g
& 617764 T coy 617749 (,) MACFORCE 603745 reportyenemy 601748 and 5Q974T
.- strength unknown () bde HQ moved to 619748 JL) 20 bde (.) 2/13 bn :
- relieved 22 bn {(,) disposns HQ 631733 A coy”/623738 B coy 685735 with p.
&18754 ¢ coy 513731 with pl 609734 D .coy 6205704 (.) 2/15 bn morbtared
enemy posn 15T136 ref BONGA photomap results unkngmnh(.)ﬂafl? ?n:go soc
change {;}fgé'bdﬁ-i;)uﬁfzaJEn+(a)'B coy 603716 € coy/b82%V17 D coy @29:2¢
ofheriise no shang® (,)2/32 bn occupied 1800 ring contour 580718 without
opposition (.) patrol to 591721 NMS. (,) disposns HQ 597716 A coy 679718
B eoy BYST1I7 C caoy578715-°D coy 579716 (., ) 3/43'bn B coy 6277c> D eoy
&5 os othemiise no change (.) 26 bde (.) 2/4 cav sgbh found ULUC ;
ghoccupicd after by arty concentration (,) ref MASAWENG R 1 inch [, )
patrol met enemy patrol 508738 in difficult country (.) inemy Eelieved
dipging in (,) ref photomap (. ) 0B80918L D and A coys 2/ 23 bn-a:tagked
anu entered WAREO (.) 2/24 bn (,) D eoy moving west towards BAZULUO
had leading pi ambushed at 537719 (a2} B coy 2/23 bn enclfcled'buu enemy
githdvew (.} & oy and C coy lcss one pl left at EWAEINGKO'moEevaE
) along BCNGA, track (,) strong enemy ?OBH encountereld 564728
(. goys a8%ill Iin cloase ‘contaet at last light () bn HQ 55%715 L:) %/48
wp NTR {.) believed 70 enemy dead in KUANKO area (,) PT boats night 7/8
sank 2 smpty parges travelling north off REISS PT (ﬁ)-a%rops 8 dec ()
10 MABAUDERS hombed dump areas WANDOKAL £} 32 MITGHELLblaccuPately -
bombed bivouac and dump areas KALASA (. ) night §/7u26 REAUTORTS bgﬁ@epd
and sitrefed air strip and Qqumps BORPOP NEW IRELAND-(p5 bombing belicved

highly succsessful = ..

T# iiable ete ' | 5 oA
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

PROTORMA MESSAGE - wan
a ébﬁ SBIREP No, 93
0 598 - = 10

r— R o =1 o — — — Sl - — L) - i i '-"-' - e LE — —— - — —— — —y pa—

MOaT EGRF'T «.) sitrep 93 to 092000L (.) ref me.s ome in 25C00 ()
S ifs ) 29/45 bn (,) A and D coys secursd beachhead mouth R TUNOM

( ) Y e-ﬁ.ﬁrﬂinar‘:’{ recce reports on beach favourabls (.) B coy killed
probab :y 2 enemy’E'lB'?ErB ( ¥ 8 and C c@ys r-1#ved by B and A coys
©2 Bn respectively and joined b»s HQ,.at 5789.(.) 22 bn (.) A coy on
high ground 6117o. pl st andlng lding NW slopes (.) B coy
BT (&) otherwise no change . )
Bn ( ) MACFORCZ. 'COy __-'-ert‘ed to ecomd. bn (. ) Afcoy LS patro
,&'@w e nem} movement 605’755 (, I Ceoy ,found rr"i.ver crossing 6017456
impracti l’e owing to terrain® 5 JAPS | kilita- (, Y D coy orossed
river 602751 but egf}untEFM? easg;fued 0pp0316g$zsﬁw 1ls Biuzéiuus
< o sn engaged by arty dl-‘ssﬁs & coy 5 Bcoy B0&% C coy
15}0)!’752 D ctrjlg gOf"M: (») 20 bde’{, W 2/18 bn NTR (. ) 2/15 en ( j patrol
contacted 2/32. 1n 579'716 (i ) NUNe rous abam%ﬁd eneiny" poqﬁa . .’Wd i
TN sites pn: t&ack nﬁrth f'rom NONGC Ol now corle mtrauhiﬁ SONG -

3 bn moved north of GUS LK (.) digposns HQ and C
774455, co;sr 62 4%.-3 B coy 618743 D coy 1742 ®% 24 bae (.)
1 'ODE NT 3./ Poat o] bHote: 3/24 b@s\fll" <) BT 4 T
enem ren th believed aial D £a ) nly e ~%LOuC. 1

by last ll% (.) Tm HQ now at’ 5787197°%) R6- bda (o)

aft-.:."ﬂ e*lcl Tement by B'coy 2/2¢ bn ana D coy 2/24 bn ""‘Hem’ wl thdrew
from mgh gruund cast of BAZULUC (. ) large MDS .‘[011*1'1 (*,H ﬂnmpy took
up st-ong posn: 528716 which was captured just before last Light by
tp 2/4 cav san from 5197128 (.) Dicoy 2/24 bn nowgat BAZULUC (.)
A and C coys 2/24 bn in close contact with enemy all day viclinity
track junc 565728 (,) pl patrol M coy moved south and east %o contact
2/52 bn patrol had not done ;g so by last 1light L ¥ 2/2’1 bn oncentrate
WAREO arca (.) 2/24 bn HQ BWATINGXO (,) bde' HQ FIOR (.) eneiy alr
activity (,) 091840L 2 DBs. dI'Op__' ;4 bombs and strafcd area GASTUR
no damage or cas reported 2

’d.

liﬁble etc o, e i |
/ﬁj k} | | e .« TOO 10074 0L
( J“L?f:(xt..t C&pt . _ _' P N k. 3,

1
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PROFORLLA MESBAG: 1'0kid

o t ADDR'S TEE AS POR SITRFP NO piug MLO LAUNGH JETTY

PROM ¢ 9 A ST LiV - . M, W il

- - - L.l.'.;.-.i.u.-h_.x..ﬂ*h... | - | - -

ar sECRIT (.) sitrep 94 t6.102000L (.) ref maps 1/25000 series ()
‘ﬁpggeS??§ 29$hg'bn(a_ adv.continued with Fkﬁﬂﬁ@’i) slighty JAP
resistande KILIGLA area Gseased after few shots from tks (..) A ¢oy in
bocupation KILIGIA-@nd has reached mouth RBGWIw(u)“GOQONUT“BEACHz )
616763 veny sulteble for landing craft wese used during dey (:) 37/5 Br
HQ 607747 A coy 606758 D coy 605748 (i) 22 bn (.) posns area 614754 o
8lear of enemy (.) A coy 816760 otherwise no chenge .(.) 20 bde (ﬂ% zvig
Bn NTR (. ) 2/15 uh concentrated in square O27% {+) 2/17 bn A coy 609746
B coy 612748 (.) bde HQ 681740 () 84 bde (,) 101015L conpaot_mgggeh 2
between patrols 2/32 und. 2/24: 568788 (+) tnemy still in posn 565 ft(ﬂ
cbendoned fd gun posn found 589712 and evidence of our very accurs ?q
0B fire (.) 8/2¢ ‘un HQ 69E716 ‘4 coy OLOTIE B do¥ pe6717 (.) 2/3262:27?5..
57A718 A Gay 580719 B coy 588719 D coy b797i8 (i) 2/45 bn A coy BLATLL
B ooy 617781 D eoy 625721 () 26 bde (L) patrol morth from WAREO gs
ane JAP 548731 (,) ref mop MASAWENG R one ineh () petrol roun’!%na vee
returned to villoge 519681 (.) 8/4 asv Bgn (.) pef map KULUH?S ';WU gn.
inch (.) patrol found FASEQ unocoupied (:) nutivep repard Jsl : OES
waerned cnd passed through FASEC 2 days pefqre (,) :pe{ meps g
series (.) bde HQ PEAK HILL (,) 2/23 bn less D eoy WAREQ (.) D cay
BAZULUO (ﬁ)jﬁ/bé'bn%ﬂa.and D coy KWATINGKQ & ooy ;eﬁﬁ;an-Pl an? ﬁ coy
583727 one pl A coy 567727 B coy FIOR (.) PT boats night /10 Sun.P%r 3
destroyed on beach 5 barges believed empty moving nopth off REISS = (fT
also sank or (destroyed on beach O bargeg (one LCT size) mqving niiﬂ Odﬁ
H,.RDENBBRG PT () enemy 37 mm und 20 mm fipe from shore partly sllence

by bofors

-—.ﬂ“'ﬂ--_--.-"_

Fﬂ'ﬁ“ﬂ""'“

DRLS TO00  110800L

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG 1026600



L
g o T

I & = T AT - el "

r
w M
L
I

Ll
i,
e

L
L
L 2

L

"

&
T

"
S,
w

4 -
i

-

W
. ¥
¥ :.

»E -
= 1-1

,'Jf'i ‘

=

N

d
L
LY
.
iy
Ayt
o
i
|
)

i
" 1 _ i gy Y .
j s ) ¥ i '- e - - w
3 ;' — ol T g - lih. w Ll ‘!I "ﬁ:'ﬁ
3 = 8 ;? , ¥ : . f:l-".... "'l:‘-'f I}‘ . %‘ e
L " e = - % N
Fhii Al » 1 gl ': = ......-“"—\.*':bl“l . g -
E 5 i .4 . Ji""F = L A # l-l 3 : & i; . i
‘1-,- ~ - ! . J L o - L
B 2o TR F TS 5 o o :
:i' .&‘ - % *J?’-L *j l‘-‘_h | rl = o " 3 = ! v : I
4] 1 1 '."f
i - - 3 . J.

3
-

{
/ &
3
&7
s
"

L

e
“-fl
.
3

i | i - ~ Ii ..- - -k o

b é.*; 'TIFH SE :E!Lqi'-'fi:r}- B M iy s . - =" — - :

R 1 Qs AN e BV A
. - (] .. ) - v L - s L

% : ) | .

:,i"‘j"

i
i
=
A
L
¥
|
|
&
5
I
r
P
.
¥
.

&

.-..' T : . § -"r"-:'_"_ " i i

"'.- 'l'.- 'r"""-r_;i/‘ Col ! =
g Y S g e Wy, P 2o S S

RCDIG 1026600

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



e e : . — - — e ———————————— . e —— —_—
s - R . ‘ﬁ e

PROFORMA MESSAGE FORM
m0:~ AS FOR SITREP No. 94
FROM : 9 AUST DIV 0O 720 12

-~ -

’ ' i |

MOST SEGCRET (.) sitrep 95 to 112000L (,) ref maps 1/25000 secrica (i)
29/46 bn mopped Uy and consolidated hold on beach mouth R SOWI (. )
numerous JAP stragglers killed during day (.) disposns bn HQ and C coy
615764 A coy 609772 B coy 609769 D coy 613768 (,) 37/62 bn 0812 hrs
ambushed 7 JAPS 605760 all believed killed (.) later 18 enemy moving
SW ambushed 607757 B X%Xilled (.) B and D coys relieved by 2/17 bn and
all coys now north of R TUNOM (,) dlesposns bn HQ and A coy 607758

B coy 609761 C coy 604755 D soy 605760 (. ) 22'bn§(.) patrol in area
cast of track to cape 60%783 NMS . at 60877% larg® dump found of amn
and medical sups and parts of fd gun (.) dlsposns Bn HQ 612768 A coy
608774 B coy 618748 C coy 617754 D coy 612763 (.) 20 bde (.) 2/13 bn
and 2/15 bn NTR (.) /17 bn () A anhd B coys relleved B and D coys
37/52 bn (,) dlsposns A coy 606749 B coy 604745 D coy 612742 (.)

B coy 2/2 MG bn 823723 (.) 24 bde (,) 2/28 bn (.,) patrol reports north
bank R KALUENG unclimbable from 610731 to 601728 (.) 2/32 bn C coy
now 582724 (,) patrol found many vacated diggin%s 584727 (., ) B coy -
2/43 bn moved to 617721 (.) 26 bde (.) 2/2% bn (,) patrol at 540733
killed 2 JAPS wounded 1 of perty estimated 20 (,) our cas nil ) _
patrol saw movement bH36724 %u) 2/24 bn (o) A coy penetrated @enemy posn
565728 inflisting cas (.) A coy less one pl with one pl C ecoy 565728
(,) C coy less one pl and D coy 563728 (,) JAP party moving down
track SW were wiped out (,) 2/48 bn contact potrol NTR (.) PT boats
night 10/11 sighted 5 barges lying to off BLUCHTR PT two sunk three
damaged and driven ashore (.) hy shore fire preventced further observat-
ion
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f ;,.r"’ _F.: —— e — Ir
b . ( PRO TCRWA MESSAGE FORM |

-

0 ADDRESSERES AL FOR 90 plus HQ 1 AUST TX BN
FROM ADV © AUST DIV C 733 15

g spowst (o) sitrep 96 $0w182000L (.} wof maps 1/28000 series (,) 4 bde
%a) of wa continued adv along coastal track egalnetd lfqappmﬁ_t;jr ke,
swnll enemy pariy bypassed 609778 (.} iast 1% diapcalatqnﬁﬁD coy 6057

.gov leus one pl 602782 pl 604782 B oy @95T8§-ﬂ ;eyquﬂ?;e EﬁQ“gggiEBD
? j 28/4% bn reorganised 21 pregent pcsn (. ) ﬁ;aga@igaunp ATGﬂJib i
cit AOETY3 THQ 609771 B coy 508788 G coy 612767 (.) 37/52 bn {ui A ooy g
sioased R 30WI 603765 to posn astride traﬂkﬂnn-ngr@h\nﬁnk («) @ $£GEBiiﬂ
R oov GOOTES BHQ 603768 G coy 609760 D coy 806751 L.) 20 bde () «/é et
moved into area vacated by 28 bn () dispositions BHQ 623752 A 93§ 21 o0
B aoy 621781 G coy 616768 with pl 617756 D coy 8610752 tk A pl 615768 (.}

Q% wn { gic 101 found river impassable at 6057563 and 504?52 owlng %0
Eﬂﬁtfijﬁii%fy?ﬁ$opatrml to garden 601745 found block of exP¢ﬂsive 6{3\42%éé
wiew o Acienators probably intended for use against tks () 24 bietﬁh;-dfﬁm
he (. ) patrol to 581720 found much enemy e and gqpt_(,} C coy re if?il -
svr7e8 (L) pl at B567Y o pefturned to D coy H) 26 ode f'___) 8/4.- cav Sgxn ;_t al
vatrol kﬁj aatives report 10 JAPS aprived MASA 11 dec for taro (.) patro

setuyned via TWLU D0t JAP used traocks WALANGA - ZAGAHEMI, S5I0 -
.-.e L1 203 U". i SR AW 7 i ;- ? \ . B A fn- llnﬂ. JEP PGB:H. 548752
LAGAHRME for sups (,) 2/20 Du (. ) pevrel from B cOy ? £ ol
31led one wounded cre (o) JiP returned fire with at least one ILMG (.
%ﬂ%?&l dtremoted outilanking inove hHut approac:i impossible (2) pa?rol from D
GOy w=iiied one JAP B3TTLE killed one wounded < ath 541751 éuj 2/ 24 Pﬂj(n) h‘n
sor atitacked SW towards enemy posn aear Lrack juncjafter -rﬂ‘figut¢ng LOB8
@a}tﬁfed and contact wade with C coy at 1540 hrs (. ) BONGA - NhREOqgga?k)
now open (.) estimated 25 enemy killed (o) A SOY pegrggniaad at 564 EQP
A oo meved north aldng track across razor back av 568782 where further 13
an anntacted (.) D Goy now at 563727 () PT.boats night 11/12 dec sank
i g e R G .3 o L \ b thought to we
aremy Parces moving morth off CaHPE KING WILLIaM {« | one barge gl
towing & rafte (,) very hy skope Tire prevented further investigation

- Sl =y i R el o= L e ] [ i i Lo il o H el lﬂ L ] - L] LS L] L3 L [ vey
‘ = = 1
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0 /1 g ~
v PROPORMA _1BS3AGT FORM

) - ADDRESGEES AS POR SITRHEP NO 96

o 2 S AUST DIV O TE8 14

MO SLCRET (o) sitrep 97 to 132000L (,) ref maps 1/35000 series (., )

- bde (,) 22 btn gontinued adv with D coy leading (,) enemy posn

006878« nttacked causing enemy t¢o withdraw and enemy posn 601785 by-

cogsed after killling 10 JAPS but further cpposition encounte red 597747 where

vemy round dug In to west of ereek (,) A coy moving westward on left

tlant by pessed enemy posn 598783 and moved forward te 593785 (,)

3 coy later suceessfully attacked *his posn killing 8 JAPS and one pl

~uter attacked enemy posn 601785 witii bayonets and tk sp causing ene

o withdraw (,) final disposns bn HQ 602784 D coy 597787 C coy 59678

A coy B58785 B coy 600786 (.) A and C coysbd7/52 bn after being relieved

ny 2/13 bn moved wd to high ground north of SOWI R driving off an

cnenmy party (o) remainder of bn moved along coastal track behind 22 bn

disposns bn HQ €0€ 1 B coy 606782 D coy 607779 A and C coys 600772

) 29/46 bn remained as protective foree covering KILIGIA beach }a)

Ztensive patrols all bns falled to make contact (,) 20 bde (,) 2/13 bn

~elieved 37/52 bn vicinity SOWI R (.) disposns bn HQ 611770 . coy 608766
B coy 603762 C coy H09768 D Goy.603769~(¢§ 2/156 Ln reorganised posns 7
area TUNOM R (.) disposns A ecy 617756 B coy 614760 C coy 621761 pl
019755 D ooy 615754 (,) 2/17 kn patrol activity NMS (.) 24 bde (.?
cxtensive local and lateral patrols by 2/32 bn all NMS (,) 26 dbde (.)
ariency etill in oceupation razor back at 567733 (.) attempt to outflank

+ this posn to east unsuccessful owing to preclplitous terraln ¢.) bn HQ

/ 2/24 bn moved fwd to 565727 (,) pat.ools to 534727 and 554728 NMS (. )

o/4 cav aqn rveports that natiyes north of MALOLO are apparently hostlle

e
-

* g

©) arty fire 1150 rounds in sp 4 bde adv and engaged targets LAKONA
599790 track junc 589793 bivouac arca 586787 enemy posn 667733 ard
novement on track BEST35 (,) no enemy alr activity during past 24 hrs
(,) PT boais night 12,13 dec sighted and sank 9 stationary enemy barges
4 miles enst of SI0 (.) 4 banmges were type .\ and it ls thought that
snue hanrges weve agaln towing rafts (. /

ir lliable e1d DRT.S TOO 140730L

£ 4, f 4 =
Ivﬁtfj i{/w?}t Capt L
,own alrops 13 deé () 143 tons bombs dropped G..SM .TA Ko J IBORGOL . - 4
ALN000BRAS destroyed O type A 7 other type barges mainly empiy between
MCRTIFICATIONS PT AND LEPSIUS PT ‘

—
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v-& PROFORMA MESSAGE FORM
p0:  ADDRESSEES AS POR No. SV
PROK: O AUST DIV o v " 15

S B e aa B e @t b pain r st U N D gl W PR 1 el el e ] Y e el LT L 3 = b

S At ] BAD G e A wdd W ST R ST o AN ek aAl LW oy BB m ol 4ol P i o ¥ HE ot gl g wap A Gl e i s RN L i

< noner (L) sitren 98 to 142000L (,) ref waps 1/20000 serles e
goggesff?GZB(bé {s) chor atbacked enémy posn 20/40 strong 596787 (, )
5 SADS ®itled remainder withdrew (.) D coy advanced during afterncon
to 595789 without furither coruact followed by C coy which moved to
505788 (,) A coy alhtacked 30 _nemy dug in at 595786 killing 5 and
forcing remainder to withdraw [ ) A coy then moved to high ground 590764
{,)B ccy moved SW up creek againet slight¢ opposition to 597782 () bn HQ
298787 (;) ®7/52 bn (.) enemy posn 600773 vacated during night 13/14 dec
leaving 9 dead (,) A coOy occupied ithis posn then moved to high ground
=3877% where enemy ogaln contacted 597773 and 59B7TY (,) C coy attempted
to patrol west to square £877 but prevented by preclpltous terraln b3
contonct with enemy with MGs at 594778 (,) posn bypassed and coy now in
posn 60077R (,) enemy movement deporied during day area H938773 (.} B eoy
‘moved So 592TTT and D coy TO bG8778 (,) bn HQ 88E774 (, ) enemy ATty
estimated one pl observed crcssing mouth of R MASAWENG %o sPuth at
. 1800, hrs engapged by arty (.)considerable movement sbserved this area (.)
99/46 p.. {.) after relief by 2/13 “n 29/46 bn advanced up coastal Lrask
20 rear of 22 bn (,) dlsposns bn HQ 606779 A coy 6047762 B coOy 609T7§
¢ coy GLOTTT 1 coy 606VT9 (.) <0 bde (.) 2/13 bn toock o#gf_yesponaibility
def KILIGIA beach and KILIGIA areas (,) disposns bn HQ 6LL770 A cO¥
607761 3 cov 805784 pl B9ET60 C coy 608773 pls 606776 608716 L coy
603768 (. ) 2/15 bn engaged i1n unioading dudles COCONUT BE.ACH LujiB/lf
B matrol to BB87747 reached 595THO NMS (, ) 24 bde patrole NS Dus
ahandoned enemy gun posns discovered B77718 and 580719 ., G 6O¥ 0/28
wn moved to 61772l () B and D coys 2/4% bn moved %o SCARRET EEHQH\JTea
soy 61466% 1 coy 6120676 par pl 624683 (,) 26 bhde (o) 2/24 Ddn i.) =
after two further unsuccessful attempis 40 outflank enemy posn at 6B7TLS
followed by hy mortar concentration two pls ‘C coy drove eneny from posSu
afier four hers flerce fighting (,) C coy advanced %o 5OTT54 L.) B coy
moved from FIOR to 563787 and D coy 1O 566732 (.) patrol in squares
5779 and 5773 found unocehpled enemy posns () ememy heard at BT4TS3
(.) 8/4 cav eqn (,) patrol to MALCLO NMS (.) patrol to village 4.3795
found evidence of recent use track and village as bage for forage payties
(.} 2 day patrol %o MAREKEO reached 513714 1500L (.) native carpliers
with patrol atbacked with spears by hostile natives wiclnity village ‘
391788 (.) 2/25 bn (,) patrol encountered in posn B4L739 (,) further 2
day patrol moving to 549738 (.) our arty fired 660 rounds 1n 8D 4 bde.
and on enemy posns 578738 (.) enemy alr actlvity () OB6RBL une.LELL :
dive bombed PT bost SCARLET BR.CH dropping 3 bombs Without result (o)
PT boats night 18/14 dec no contach
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PROFCRM.. ESS..GE FORM
0 STTREP DISTRIBUTION LIST NO 7
WoM ADV 9 AUST DIV 0 787 16

MOST S7omnT () edder €9 to 182000L (5) vef maps 1/2B000 unries (.) 4 bde (.)
02 hn {.) O7i0L D anl C coys with arty sp attacked enemy estimated 60/7C 8.
of TAUONA Cforcing eveqy %o ccast at 59790 (,) A coy moved down creek
agaiinst 1t eprositien/Ee87o1 (o) one pl O coy moved round enemy to this
snsn () en~my gonplebely enciveled avd several attempta by small Dartles to
eross B SANGA at mouth prevented with casualtles (,) ememy 2¢ill surrounded
in olose cortac’ at last 1t with C coy in LAKONA D ooy B69B790 ) tke
gnable %o Gross orcek BOGT7ST owing steep banks (,) BnHQ aad E coy no change
{a; 87/62 "n {ﬁ} A ooy with morvar and MMG sp succesgsPully eautacked elemy
sstimated one pi BSHTTS killing at least 2C (., ) enemy driven out and A coy
movel. wegt to B8G?7i (,) D coy moved %o posn astride track at 692778 (,)
extenaive patrolling to weet and to NW observed enemy movement at 580787
and 584770 (.) smell enemy pabtles contacted at 688774 and one JAP Killed
{.) unoceuplcd enemy poanss at BBEYYT and 594778 with 18 dead JaPS s )
29746 brn relieved by &8/15 bn and moved (o posn Iln vear 22 hn.(ﬁ) ALEDOBL U=
lons BnHQ ¢ and D coys 089780 B ooy 608Y8& A soy 6047308 ({)#pqﬁgpla to weat
and nocth MMS (.) 80 bde {,) 2/1f bn patrols %o BHETED and HOEYLS NMS (o )
unocsupied JAP soy posn at 88753 () 8/ib bn leas B coy moved o 026 2
~wacated by 86/46 bn () dispocitions BOTTYY A ooy 806788 0 wsoy GULYVTL :
D coy 808780 {(,) B coy prevenited hy aloud dburst from sroseing R TUNOM atill
ot COCONUT BRAGE () 8/17 bn (.) patrol to ESTY4T NM8 (.) O ooy moved to
615758 and D coy o 6LO7ES ,) B¢ bae ( ) patvols all NM3 (.) A oy /58
bn meved W0 PQ%PGl base at ﬁﬁgggga w) B iﬂia(ﬁ; Pgtg;; gi%'givugqﬁizi
MEREKED found uncegupled camp &% (o) Blgne ol recenu JAP ocoupatlo:l
in village &P7780 (?P vage of inland, patrol moved to <418708 (. ) patrol 2/R3
bn to SOWL R 5Be7E8 NM3 () 8724 bn (i% D aag aontaoted cnemy av bTIVES
agtride traak on rarrow saddle {(,) patrel attempted uneuccessUliy O
bynags pesn owlng prealpitions countyy () D ooy moved “wd to BOGETER ()
patrols Ln square BET4 fﬁuga,pﬁasihlaﬁrﬁu§a oypassing enemy posns o BE ()
locas patrols £/48 bn ME () awdy fiped 660 rOunds on eneny poOALE 2/3« bn
cpvea wnd viedndty MASAWENG R (.) 174bL 80 Jupd moring south engaged a:
505028 and BBBALY and 10 JAPS moving north ahorily ufterwards engaged
625082 (,) rounda obaerved to fall among enemy ‘() hostile 75 mm gun mouth
o NASANENG R shelled area HO978Bduxing aevenlng (.) engaged by our arvy
end. sileneed () no enemy alyr astivivny (,) PI boata no alghitings night
LAAUB den '

e WA W 0
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, PRUFORNA MESSAGE FORM
TO ¢ ADDRES3EES A3 WOR SITREP NO 100
FROM * 9 AUST DIV e 0 808 ¥

MOST SECRIT (,) sitrep 100 to 162000L (,) ref maps 1/2507C series (,) 4
bde (.) hy fighting took place in LAKONA are§ during day (,) patrol A
coy 22 bn 1o west located enemy pcin B91791 €,) patrol engaged enemy
and remained 1n contact untll 1820L when A coy with mortar and MG &p
attacked and drove enemy beok in hy fighting (.) coy 8till in rlose
contact last light (.) D coy meintained pr-ssure on enemy pocket in
COQONUT PLANTATION 594791 gnemy resisted strongly (.) tks unaeble to
eroas creex &% 596787 untll late afternoon but 1730L C coy with tk sp
attacked enemy against hy fire (,) enemy posn dag in on series of small 1
ridges whioh tks and Inf cooperated in reducing one by one (.) in ay
fighiing at least 30 cnemy killed and remainder driven back and finally
Jumped over cliff (.) at last light enemy on rocks below heing engaged
with small apms and grenades (,) B coy moved to 592790 in 8p A eoy 5, )
37/62 bn moved west to occupy high ground 5878 overlocking R SANGA (,)
Ga28poasiions G goy 502778 D Coy b877684 B coy E88TT7 A cuy 589771 (,)
897146 br in bue res area 089685 (,) 2 day PIB patrcl west from KILIGIA
observ:d erery bullding huts at 680750 (.) 128 JAPS obsenved moving wgat a
carryving rifles and LMGs up SOWI R at 583757 and again at 577753 whepe
varv, awoushed lo JAPS kiiled 2 wounded E.) further cnemy party moving
weal &l G317E9 () < killed (,) 20 béde (., D coy 2/12 bn pelieved C &6¥
€7, 02 hn wt 600771 (.) B ooy 2/15 bn moved from COCONUT BEACH to 608777
(s} matrols from 2/13 btn found US 20 mm AA gun buried at 605758 (. )
ataruire patrol 8/17 bn 687747 (.) 24 bde (.) patrol activity only NMS
(») 26 bde (,) patrol 2/4 cav sdn reports from observation ZAGAHEMI
occupied by enemy (.) 2 day patrol MLREKEO staging night at WAREO (,)
2/24 bn () enemy withdrew nigrt 15/16 dec from fwd posns and B and D
aoys advanced to village 8576740 withoult opposition (.) patrols to lake
568740 and gardens 570740 NMS (.) patrol 2/48 bn to MORENG found sigms
that natives had returned but natives <ept out of sight (.) no enemy
alr activity (,)- PT Poats nil sightings night 15/16 deoc (.) tag R reports
hy recent movement alorg :oastal track between LAXONA and HUBIKA (,)

no gigns of prepared def poesns south of FORTIFICATION POINT (., ) |
movement of several small parties of enemy obsewved by arty obsepveps

. aid engaged on ftrack north of MASAWENG R 6858830 (., general movement.
porthwarde (. ) casusltles seen being aarried inpto JAP medical post B81785
(+) apty fired 2500 rcunds in sp 4 bue and engozed hostilc guns 534807
apd 590793 (.) airops 16 dea (,). in s»n 9 auat div 10 RSB bombed SIO
ping B 26 bombed dump ard blvouac arca KELANCA 28 tous drapped axgellent
results smpke columns visible for BO miles (.) a8t ARAWE 20/25 ZEKEI and

TONvs were intercepted (.) 9 encmy airsraft degtroyed 2 prohable alsa
at ARAWE 1O B 2b.earvied out “a guyaecessaful sup dyeppirz migsipn
; WE s MR mgde w e YIRS am am % T @8 4m mqy D ee w R
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PRO¥ORMa MESS.,GE FORM

PO - SITRTP DISTRIBUTION LIST No 7
- TR e DV 2 LUST DIV 0O 816 18

— — —— - - rem E— et — - ——_— el — —— e i - =

FOST GECRTT (o) sitrep 101 to 172000L (.) ref maps 1/25000 s-riee {,)
4 bde (.} .. e>y 29/46 bn advanced across mouth S.NGA R afterp hy artﬁ
conesntratisin on enemy posn on north bank (.) erosging unopposed znd
encmy opposition overcome in timber after capturing gun posn HMG and
4 LyiG posnsg (,) en>my fl=d northwards in disorder ) remainder of bn
crocgsced river and advanced northwards until fwd eloements contacted
epemy ot 585803 (. ) posn shelled and A and D coys attacked and P2 ne-
trated cnemy posn (.) 4 coy came undcr hy fire from further cnemy
posns in creck and withdrew to 587801 while enemy estimated 1590
subjeccted to mortar firc (,) D ey withdrew to high ground 586799
after engaging cnemy with grenades (.) disposns last 1t C coy 588799
B coy and bn HQ 588795 (.) © coy 22 bn moved weost along R S..HGA to
687788 overcoming 1t opposition (,) C coy with MMG sp mopnped ap arca
north of LAKONA (.) 34 cnemy dead counted this area and others seen
to fall over cliff into Bea (.) C eoy remained at LAKONA (.) A coy
crossed river and moved west up spur (.) leading pl smbushed and
killed 7 3PS 584793 (.) adv continued until strong enemy posns
contacted 582792 (.,) D coy 37/52 bn joined 4 coy and engaged cnemy %.
aftcr hy fighting both coys still in contact at last 1t at 583794 (.
D coy 22 bn moved north to 588797 and bn HQ to 586792 (.) 37/52 bn (.
5 coy estoblished standing patrol 881776 (.) further patrol along R
5. JiG.. Pound track recently heavily used at 579777 but Nu2s (,) small
onrtics J.PS B80779 engeged by m rtars causing =m#smxXkk casualtics (.)
6 eoy relicved by 2/17 bn and wmoved to 588784 and A coy to 587779 (.
S HG 593780 (. ) bde HQ moved to 595784 (.) 3 pl A coy 2/2 WG Ddn
wfter supporting atisch by C coy 22 bn at L.KOHA descended cliff and
wiiled 13 J.PS with pistols and SMG& without loas (.) 20 bde (.)
2/17 bn iess standing putrol at 587747 moved fwd to new areu viclindldy _
L.l (o) bn HQ and D coy 599787 C coy 598778 (+) .. coy bivouaced e e
i'>r naght at 607776 ~nd 3 coy 4t 610772 (.) B coy 2/15 bn moved fwd T
to 59787 (,) 24 bde (.) patrol 2/32 bn found ovidence of large HQ
.+ S7O7S3 {tg 26 bde (.) 2/4 cav adn («) adv pourty now at 478730 with
remainder san steging night at ULUO (.) small recce party NW from
JIREKRO saw party 7/8 JapS foraging in garden at 477759 (.) inland
pitpol cuteo ished OP on ridge 500 yds soutin of ZAGAHAIL (.} W/T‘
tpaftic jammed py enemy during c€och evenlng ffor last th?ee days (.)
patrols 2/23 hn falled to contuct enemy but veeated medical post
found % 550723 and unoccupied coy posn at 548729 (. ) nnoccupied
sheltops and ®X evidence of rceent movement on track H48736 to H47723
(.} 2/24 bn () B coy udvanced without contact to 578744 vihere |
svandonsC HQ found (,) two-day patrol moving NE from this feature (L)
apty fired 2400 rounds mainly on cehemy posns and L of ¢ north of
M.SAVENG R (,) PT boats nil sightings night 16/17 dec (.) ro enemy
alr activity :

FExX it Ri® -

igxii le, ete, = DRLS TOO: 180730L
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PROFORIMA_MESSAGE FORM ffﬁzi’
 m0:- .  SITREP DISTRIBUDION'LIST Ne 7
. FROM:- ADV 9 AUST DIV 0 824 19

]
- — — — - 1

+ 05T SECRET (.) sitrep 102 to 182000L (.) <4 bde (.) after arty -
concentraticn on ern2my posn in creek at 5oaah5;3 end D coys 20/46 bn
attacked posn (.) enemy driven out of creek after'bayonet attack bj B
coy »n approx <0 JAaPS at 58684 (.) enemy retreated in disorder and at..
continued (.) 1330L C coy captured south haik mouth of MASALAWNEG R ga}_
B coy reached river at 589807 (.) adv contiaued across river ulloppoeec
dispositions last 1t C coy 584810 B coy 5753811 bn HQ 583807 D coy
581805 . eoy 578876 (.) A coy 22 bn and D coy 37/52 bn occupied withou-
opposition enemy pnsn 580793 vacated during night (+) B .coy 22 bn
patrolled bnth banlkis R 35.NG. to 5317384 NMS (+) 22 bn at 1500L moved (s
posns protecting L of C (.) dispositions C coy 5858173 D ecoy 085800 B
ey 589796 bn HQ 588792 .4 coy 580792 (.) 27/52 'n less D coy moved nve
difficult country to posns covering left flank of bde adv (.) disposi--
tions last 1t 4 coy 576796 B coy 583797 C coy 579797 bn HQ 585794 D co
535807 (.) 20 bde (.) 2/17 bn completed move to L.KOIi. area dispositlo.
bn HQ 592786 .. coy 593783 B coy 595786 C coy 593776 D coy 557785 Es)
bde HQ moved to 613768 (.) PIB patrol to 535755 found quantity 7omm am
and three dead J.PS (.) 24 bde (o) NTR (.) 26 bde (.) HQ 2/4 cav son
moved to 477730 (.) local patrols NHO () inland patrol prorts_small
“enemy party in posn on track north of Z/G.HEMI (o ) Q_gJPS seen 1§:villa
.) patrol to HOWMPUA kxx 445782 discoverzd track bellevec to lead to ..
é¢; 2/23 bn patrol from B..ZULUY to gardens =27 34 kn),yatrol“$ coy 2/2
. "bn econtacted PI3 standing patrol 589758 rem:ining there overnight g.).
coy moved back to 566727 (.) arty fired 12:0 rounds 1n Sp %‘bd? ks ) GTF
coy PIB staging night vieinity S..TELBIRG en route for KULUNGTU U b P
boats nil sightings night 17/18 dec (.) 180406L one. encmy n/G;dropped 3
bonbs in sea off SC.LRLET beach 15y e

_m—u-—ﬂ-_“—-ﬁ——-i-

;7 If liable, ete. gt DRL5S TOO: 190730l

< M%&Lh ‘;\mw/ Capt.
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PROFORMA MHSSAGE FORM
voi DISTRIBUTION LIST No, 7
WROMs O AUST DIV | 0 840 20

MOST SHECRET (.) sitrep 103 x¥x tc 19200CL (,) ref man 1/25000 ()

4 bde (.) 29/46 bn (, 0/30L A and D coys moved across MASAWENG R to
posns at 578809 and 580808 respectively (,) ¢ coy advanced alon

coast and encountered strong enemy posn along creek at 584818 (.) B coy
moved to high ground at 582821 (.) 1500L after arty concentration ana
with MMG and tk sp.C eoy made determined &ittack against stubborn
resistance (.) at 586820 came under direct fire from 37 mm Tk A gun (.)
attack was pressed on and gun captured %.; by 1800L enemy was cleared
from posn and C ecoy had reached 586823 (,) preliminary count of' enemy
dead is 18 (,) at last light A and D coys had relieved C coy which

moved to 581809 (,) 3 pl PIB patrel to 5877580 to 585757 to 573770 to
5657656 (,) 1 JAP killed at 580763 (,) 28 dead JAPS and much egpt between
570769 and 565765 (.) 22 bn A coy patrol to 578795 NiiS (.,) 20 bde )
2/13% ana 8/15 bns moved tc new areas south of MASAWENG R (.) last light
disposns (,) 2/13 bn HQ 588799 A coy 583805 B coy 587801 C coy 585803

D coy 588798 é.) 2/15 bn HQ 588797 A coy 587798 B coy 593790 C coy
588798 D coy 588795 (,) 2/17 bn no change (,) B coy 2/2 MG bn (.) 2 and
3 pls with C coy 2/13 bn otherwise unchanged (.) 9 div carr coy moved to
600772 (.) 20 bde LOB (.) 2/13 bn LOB 606760 (.) 2/15 bn 1LOB 599760 (.)
5/17 bn 1LOB 604763 (,) 24 bde (,) patrol to 592730 to 589737 to 504734
NS (.) disposns (,) tac bde 582718 (.) 2/32 vn (,) B coy 609717 (.)
2/43 bn (.) B coy 617677 (.) etherwise no change (,) 26 Dbde (,) patrols
(,) inland patrol to ZAGAHEMI returned (.) report three enemy posts SW
and ration gd in garden 1000 yds south of village:(,) four day patrol
left for MLAS.AWENG R to contact local natives and check on tracks (7]
2/2% bn (,) B coy left BAZULUO to fellow NE track to 553744 thence
towards LAKONA to contaet our tps that arca (,) 2/24 bn (,) patrol based
at 571756 reported nc track along SOWI R (,) track 3 to 4 ft wide running
cast west orosgses creek at 576759 (,) no signs of recent use (o) patrol
from lgke in square 5674 to 560750 to 669754 (,) much used track located
569755 runs 140 degrees M. (.,) followed to 568755 where improvised ladders
led down to SOWI R (.) no sign recent use (,) 2/48 bn NTR (.) arty fired
1104 rounds in sp 4 hde +(,) enemy air (,) ©340L 1 bcmb dropped south of
LaKONA (,) 0430L 14 Lomhs dropped two sticks in sea one stick at K.TIK.
() hy A4 guns engaged and aireraft turned away (o) OB530L 5/5'bamps
dropped south of LAKONA (.) PT boats (,) night 18/19 (.) RZISS »T (s)
destroved 2 speclal large MLC 100 ft long and sank 6 type B bniges
destroyed .. on beach'(.% waLoNGaI (,) damsged 5/8 type .. and iype B
barges loaded and headed south |

o e BEm e w0 wes . ...—-u..--—---l-lih-'_-ﬂl-{'llli_"'ll"-—-'-'--‘
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Tﬁiﬁ SITREP DISTRIBUTION LIST No 7 | |
TRON B ADV 9 AUST DIV O 868 21

HOLT SFORIT (,) sitrep 104 to 202000L (.) ref maps 1/25000 series (o) ¢
wde () 201800L FORTIFICATION HILL capturcd () 29/46 bn-(.) diepositions

‘agt 1t A coy 584816 T coy 582820 C coy 53280¢ D coy 586833 (.) patuc.
acrtih to swamp B8€830 NiuiS (.) NO contact by bn throughout day_(n ?6 ¢ne iy
dgead counted (.) 37/52 bn zn) one pl G .coy adv to timber 569821 201400L (.
A 6oy moved north over difficult ground and secured summit 201600L (-, B
coy took up posn 583824 (.) NO opposition thiroughout day (. ) movement of

.. large bodies of heavily laden JAPS seen during day at 544?10 (.) some ﬁ

w) eavrylng stretch:r cases/heavily engaged oy MG and arty.ga) 22 bn paﬁfﬁ¢9
NS (,) 20 bde (.) B coy 2/2 1G tn now areca 583803 (.) sick JAP stragpielr
septured by patrol div sarr coy at 597768 (.) B pl PIB at 594757 kill=qd
1 JAP (.) pi now 613766 (.) otherwise NO change %n) 24 bde {1) 2/28 bn
moved to WAREC area (.) A coy 2/32 bn now 597716 (.) 26 bde (.) 2/4 cav oan
catrols NS {.) 32/23 bn (o) B coy contacted patrol 2/24 bn B77708 20}5OOL
fﬁ) 9/24 br (,) patrol to KILIGIA contacted 2/17 bn at 604764 (.) all
patrois NS (.) 2/28 bn came under comd 25 bde in WAREQ area'd1§p031t1uns
9Q A and B coys BB1718 C coy 555720 D coy 456717 (.) airops 280 Cec (<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>