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(1) The initial moves
(11) The attack

© (444) The pursuit
(iv) The mopping up

 yement by the Bn which resulted in two Coys being in the -
wdvance of the Bn and Bde are briefly asbllows =

Onthe 1 AUG the Bnws located at MOROBE, the remainder of the Bde
at BUNA, On the 2 AUG the Bn had commnced & move into the battle ares,
when C Coy moved to NASSAU BAY to assist the American forces at their beee
beachhead and for loeal protection.

Oon the 3 AUG an observer party which in effect was & recce party
gconsisting of Bn 2 i/c and Coy Commanders and Q representative, left .
MOROBE FOR NASSAU BAY and TAMBU BAY battle apeas, The C.0., wes mot per=
mitted to move forward as at that time he was commanding all troops in
the MOROBE garrison, f

" The Bn continued its move forwad on the 6 AUG when C Coy moved %o
TAMBU BAY and B Coy from MOROBE to NASSAU BAY, Soon after reaching
NASSAU BAY C Coy moved to a z;u:l.t_j.on on the left flank of the 168 U,S,
Regiment and contact with the enemy by patrols along SCOUT RIDGE
south to WVH.E RIDGE, |

on the 18 AUS the C.0. and Bn "R"group left MOROBE for the battle
aea at TAMBU BAY, where they reported to HQ 29 Bde who had moved o
TAMBU BAY in the meantime. L%

On the 21 AUG B Coy reachsd TAMBU BAY from NASSAU BAY by march
route along the coast, On the same day the remainder of the Bn less d
Coy left MOROBE for TAMBU BAY, A Coy remained at MOROBE until relieved
by troops of the BA M.G. Bne T ._

Bythe evening of the 23 AUG the Bn less A Coy wea: gompletes a8t . ¢
TAMBU BAY,

Role of the 29 Bde in brief was to relieve the 17 Bde in the
centre sector for the attack on SALAMAUA.

Wwhilst plans for the attack on the enemy's main line of defences
were crystallising, the 15 Bn was held in Divisional Ronm‘ having
one Coy only committed to patrols @long the TAMBU BAY = Mt, TAMBU L of
Ce | £

On the 26 AUG the C,0. and Bn "R" group left TAREU BAY on a three
day recce of the battle front covering 29 Bde HQ, 47 Bn and 42 Bn, &

ot
On the 29 AUG A Coy left MOROBE having been relieved of their re-
sponsibilities there and reached TAMBU BAY on the night 290 AUG. .

h |
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.. On the 30 AUG the C.0. received oxders from the 0.0,C, HQ 5 Div
tomove round the right flank of the 162 U,S, Regiment and penetrate
the enemy's main line of defences from the sea at LOKANU to the top

of SCOUT RIDGE at 747965 (reference map KOMIATUM 13235000, )

1l. The Attagiks As the Bn was togperate out of the area of 290 Bde, the Bn
was placed under direct coml of 5 Aust Div as from 0600 hrs 31 AUG.
Urn H“iﬂw orders from the G.C.Csy the C.,0, was informed that
although the Prove a @iflicult one, the crest of SCOUT RIDGE .

mst be secured at cost and with least possible delay,

The C,0's prior recce had revealsd the gemeral area of the enemy's
posne and to that date nmo Aust tps had operated ageinst him in that
@egltors It was therefore decided to make the approach mirch over
ROOSEVELDT RIDGE, which was under observation of the ememy, under cover
of nights This was carried out on the night of 30/31 AUG,

The attack itself was carried out up the precipitous slope of "D"
Ridge by "D" Coy, in terms of Bn Operation Order No. 4 A8 the Bn was
ot allotted mative carriers, our own tps had to act as carriers, calle
ing for & maintenance Pl from another Coy to be attached to the attack=
ing tps, ani the remainder of the other Coy for generel supply to the
attacking Coy.

By the ewe of 31 AUG "D" Coy had pemetrated the ememy's defen=
ces at the jung of "D" and "B" p8 anl secured & precarious thold
on the razor back named the "BAMBOOS" within 150 yis of the e 8 main
line of defences on the crest of SCOUT RIDGE, were ' mﬁzuu .-\:c- |
mo

uating their casualties, C Coy less the P1l attached
in rear anl down the slope from "D" Coy, in sup-

- up to ampaition 300
port and to supply them, On the 1 SEPT, the eremy made three ree
attacks p by mortar and MMG fire; against "D" Coy, but eacgh
attagck was repulsed and in turn & counter attack by 1€ P1 of "D" Coy
drove the e back ,*ntn be his defended posts on the higher ground,
As "B" Coy in the day's fighting had suffered rather heavy casualties
for their already depleted strength and with all officers except the
"C" Coy relieved them during the early night

| subaltern wounded _
SEPT, the deplated "D" Coy ng back into reserve, with "B" Coy
moved forward to he position vecated by 'G", in support of "C" at the
m .

On 8 SEIT, our arty completed its registration upon known enemy
posms and were putting down comcentrations with good effect. Our offen
:li::. ug.on was continued by fighting patrols frem "C" Coy, to loeate

ene

ratrols found that owing to the deep ravines morth and south of our
own and the enemy’'s posns, only close outflanking was possible always
under small arme fire and within gremade range, It was also revealed
that the enemy's posns attacked on 31 AUG and from which he in turn
attacked on 1 SEPT, were on a false crest, the real crest and objectiv
be another 200 yda to the rear ami -:uﬁ higher still, By the

ni 2 SEPT, however, by the use of fire all i rting weapons

and vigourous fighting patrols the enemy were driven to his main

defences on the real crest, the false gest becomingg no mens land, cone
trolled by us with fire ami patrols. |

Sy

8 flanks and determine the depth of his defences, These

;

\
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On 3 SEPT 43, whilst "C" Coy were fully o with the task of
gaining their objective, henceforth known 28 the GREST, it had become
:ﬁnmm that enamy held posns in strength on "E" ridge which comman-
andl threatened the Bne right flank, and L of C to the fwd Cogs.
~=1The eastern end of "B" r1? morth of fm.mll village, dominated the
remainder of "B" ridge, and also DOT INLET and our beachhead. It wes
therefore decided to take the eastern end of "EB" pridge, known as the
LOKANU feature or BYRNE'S OPe A Coy who had been patrolling to this
feature were given the task. Recces had revealed that the enemy were
inclined to vacate his posns on the forward slopes during our shelling.
7 P1 were therefore ordered to ecarry out a guiet unobserved approéch
undeyr &n arty concentrations This was carried out and as anticipated
the eveny sli over to the reverse slope during the shelling. When
the Pl was 100 yds from the crest of the feature and the arty fire
had ceased, speed became essential to occupy the posns before the :
enemy maltnlz thems However at this critical moment enemy guns open=-
ed fire on TAMBU BAY, and during our counter Bty fire many shells fell
in the area occupled by the Pl. The Coml howewer held his
on the fwd slopes under our own shelling which also kept the ¢ néemy on
the reverse sSlope. Ie edged his Pl fwd anl succeeded occupying
the enamy's posns on the crest, with only three light casualties
although his line to Bn had been ocut in Beveral places by our arty fire

s A fighting patrol from "C" Coy in the meantime operating a %

',/{,r_-.f‘ SCOUT RIDGE, had succeeded in reaching the edge of the ledge ch led

.t~ to the CREST, but not without casualties, It was seen any frontal

attack mmlztmnrézﬁ tg alsntio& fgn& 1;1.:2’&11 ‘p{omm ugnn-
eneny LuG's patrol mana ' y8n long eno

ow a um'r.o.o. to range his liortar on to ?h: enemy strong

ad
to
poats,

On 4 and 5 SEPT, "C" Coy at the BAMBOOS, and 7 P1 on the LOKANU
feature, were both kept busy successfully repelling e counter attac
on both posng, but not without suffering further casualtles, On the
5 SEPT also "B"™ Coy had located an eremy strong post on E ridge, at
751964 oalled the PIMPLE, which threatensd ths rear of "C" Coy at the
BAMBOOS., An attack by B Coy on the BIMPLE (vide OP Order lo 5) was
unsuccessful due to the razor back approach limiting thefwd tps to a
three man front, Casualties were inflicted on the enemy, &nd our oas,
we¥e in this attack were 2 killed and 2 wounded,

On 6 S8EPT, 7 P1 onthe LUKANU feature repulsed their seventh
attack on their posns, infliecting many casualties on the eremy but not
without suffering further casualties themselves, The remainder of A
Coy, were relieved of the responsibility of controlling the area be-
tween D and E ridges and were sent to reinforce 7 Pl on the LOKANU
feature. D Coy took over the patrolling of the intermediate territory

on "no mans land," |
On the 7 and 8 SEPT our recce anl fighting patrols had pushed
. further into the enemy posns on the CREST, PIMPLE and LOUKANU feature,
inflicting casualties, and softening up considerably, particularly
with Arty and M. concentrations. By the night of 8 SEPT A Coy had
- gaptured the remainder of LOKAN feature, and driven the enemy back to
posns on the lower slopes to the North and East,

At 1023 hrs 8 SEP, 6 Bostons effectively straffed enemy posns
north of LOBANU and "E" Ridge from the sea to SCOUT RIDGE,
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take ne enciny _
gsualties were remarkably light with 1 killed and 2
0900 hrs the same morming patrols from B Coy met the remnants
nd attacked immediately, killing 9 for the cost of one
trol from C north of AN a south bank
m,wnw:pn:d'rm,mlmmme,
loss to our %ps, Ome escaped into the
date, 2 SEPT, patrols from all Coys have been
ani mﬁ in sweeps and ambushes on all likely
mdmmr'tuoraw@ =
last phase has therefore approached its cone

s+ Y0 date a further 4. emsny were killed,
killed in all, exclusive of tioee e re-
wre With casuvaliies sgustained in

tal casualties for the full operetion

i
i

Eh
b -
is

=4
B

B

L

11 ORs
39
(Own booby traps and |
G.S. wounds) 6 |
- 6 Offrs. 56 ORs = @l |
K - Puo. Su OVEIITTE - T2 - 420 M

Many difriculties, particularly in the matter of supply, and evace
uation of casualties arose but were overcome by various means, and the
mnhlﬁmm’:tumu:; - thlrwnh . o
Lessons from operationassre attached, toge ith ledical an
Supply Reporis.

NOTE For completion of Mopping Up Bhase,
ce = 30 SEP, see Part II written
separately since.
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15 AusST JIIF BN

LISTORY OF OPERAT IONE = OSALANAUA = LAl GALNCALEN = AUG/ OB

e am—— I S

Mn-hppmum-ﬂ-mmﬂ_
(Vide Part I -1AUG - 22 SEP writien separately)

Since completing the Bns History of Operations to the date all
organised resistance had ceased in LAE and nearly 2reas, 15 Bn have been

agtively engaged in completing mopping up operations tgun-t enemy éesecaping
from IAE and south of the MARKHAM RIVER,

i By the aftermoon of 22 SEP, patrols were operating deep into all
areag, North and West of the purn:l. line LABU 1 - IABU LAGOON - SUGAR
LOAF, ﬂleh patrol extending over two &n three deys aecording to tasks in

areas of responsibblity.

. At 1450 hrs matives reached D Coy &%t SUGARLOAF and informed 0.C.
' D Coy & party of many Japs, between 40 and 50 as far as could be substantés

uﬂmntnuulp smmtntthﬂoy.mm;amwm

At this time one strong petrol under Lisut Inculm was already
in vieinity moving N to MARKHAM PT, but as later reported was lam -llu
north of village when Japs lmud there,

An ambush was set wnca; én. tragk from village toulmco:p?ln.
and was in posn by nightfall 22 SEP 43,

At first light 23 SBP, additional patrols were moved to interecept
the emenmy, from the North, south west along INAGARI CK under comd Iieut
m-amnwnmtmamn apd amother west from SUGARLOAF
mmwmm-umtmmm mthotth village, Owing

t H = 8 progress of both patrols was slow, cnd
ggokhérgi - ulluwi after on to reach the at;!;zﬁl area, "

In the meantime m the aftermpon McOULLOU patrol had returned |
from ul three day trip to morth and were imwediately unrt-q to approach
village from south,

At 1506 hrs the three patrols, TEWKSBURY, CKIEYS and MeGULIGUGHS,
called morthern, central and Iatﬁ\llﬂ mmm sns
around village in thick Jjungle, with visi bty 6 feat. . Atnengn
followed inwhich enemy were heard scresming 8nd then retreated west,
Eneny casualties were not ecounted as patrol did not stop to mrah
m:h, but continued %o trail retreating Japs. .

The central patrol were 20 mims from s cen@ of action, lﬂ dwung
West to intercept the snemy. The northern petrel had not reached area,¥

being held up in thick sweamps waist desp.

- L
At first light on 286 SEP, the southern patrol were reclll leaving -
the central patrol who were much fresher and held & further two days

rations, to continue the chase of the spemy into the hills to the westand

A fresh patrol on same day was sent south along coast to BUANG RV
and prepared &an ambush at river crossing 92226 and patrol BIANG RIVER
to coast, in etse the enemy should succeed in evading ecntaet with the
central pnm]. and cross SUGARLOAF Range to the south. No contact was
made by either patrols on 26 SEP, During the 20 SEP, mm-mumd,
the centrel patrol tracking the enemy in dense m:hqmptam
three, to 598250 where 2 rnl tum np Ebtogn ph wae found, At .
600258 tracks 811 nd south west iadiested -
enemy had split into small anl:rut- "gone bush®. A rifle and
Officer's sword in good tion were recovered en route., As with

:th the morthern uﬂ southern forces, mo contaci cccumed agein this
Je

During the 27 SEP, the northern and eentrel patrels who had covered
the area of their task and exhausted their rations, and returned to the

bese at SUGARLOAF, after the central force had M].ﬁ. to catech the enemy
and reached the mlt of SUGARLOAF range, to see only fainst signs of
enemy Some hours ahead, still bearing s outh east to south west.

The southern patrol and ambush along the BUANG RIVER remained
active and established a second ambush at 589227 and sent a recce patrol

} _..__'—F-_'J.‘—-. " o P
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forvard to inwestigate a mative report oi Mmericens at KALBTTETA, 5422,
who were suspectod by patrol to be Japs., No sign of eilther Awericans
or Japs were found, but tracks resembling Australian boo a week

or 6 0l& »ere seen - possibly the tracks of 24 Bn tps who had passed that

Wy sbout a wesk previously.

On {he morming of the 28 SEP, all reports o hand from patrols
apd melisble matives indicatad the enemy, working in sumll groups and
reduced in aumbers reliably ealcualated at 39, had succeeded in ewading
the ming our ips Iad made around him and were sauevhere south of SUGAR
LOAF RANGE, As it could not be guaranteed that the southerm patrol along
BiANG RIVER could locate and prevent enemy crossing the g 1lineocf the
river, 9 Pl of A Coy were embarked by barge at 1LABU 3 at 1 hrs and
sent to land at BUSAMA 680092, chedk the village, inte ite all
miives seen, and sweep north up the cofat to the BUANG I in an
endecPowy Lo inlercept $he ani destroy the ememy should he succeed in

passing through the ambushos and patrols along the river,

From BUBANA, 9 P1 koown &8 SKERES patrol moyed morth slong codst.
When they were between the BWUSSI River and BUANG River, not having seen
signs of the ensmy, & native police boy caught them with the information
bis boys had found enemy trecks leading do ensmy 50 strong with 2 LiGs
forty mins west wp BWUSSI River. SKBENS patrel sent the infm %o the
stanling patrol on the BUANG River and to the remaindey of HWINT FORCE
at SUGAR LOAF, and returned to cover the track leading west up the BWUSSI,

HUNT FORCE were then ordered to move to BWUSSI River, leaving one
See at SUGARLOAF, and ons at BUANG River crossing. A ration barge was
diverted to SUGARLOAF and picked 3_ the greater portion of HUNT FORCE

anl laniecd aéwm them south of BWUSSI River.

' At BWSSI River SKERNS and MeCULLOUGHS patrols joined HUNT Force
which moved WEST the line of the River dtTt méking contaet, By
last light the forée manoeuvred to surround the HITS area on the river,

At first 1ight 30 SEP the foree elosed in %o attagk but found no
enemy, and signs that three only had ever been in the area,

The force patrolled the area apd-moved back to cotst without seeing

" 4

« Here Nejor Ke of the Lt A.A. Bty at SALAMAUA, who
any further signs re MNejo 1ly o i‘-;.to

. had a patrol in vieinity eand had heard similiar reporx
investigate. The ILieut Cox of MNGAU based at BUSAMA wee contacted.
was of opinion from mative reports, thet the enemy were inland along
the GWAOO River, mot the BWSSI River, and the natives name these rivers
opposita to thz shown on m8p, In addition it was found that his poliee
boys had the infm of the enemy from kanskas and had mot seen the enemy

in person as first reported, _
Tps of "A" Coy inel in HUNT FORCE, under Comd Lieut

were then

' ordered to move to BUSAMA, base there, take under Comd & Pl of P.I.B.
lﬂ.ﬂlﬂdvﬂhnﬂlnti&w

hrs, to locate and destroy any enemy

The reméinder of HUNT FORCE were ondered back to SUGAR LOAF, with B
Foy tps to rejoin their Coy from there,

Thus operetions to 30 SEP 43 have concluded and it should be but a
matter of time before the remnsnts of the ememy, if any, are located
and destroyed.

The chase has been hard and contimous, and will be continued in the
same mEnner until it is definitely established 2all enemy have been
agecounted for, _
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%ﬁ the collation of essential infm is mo more important in
jungle mrfare than any other, added facilities are necessary %o

overcome the blind observation particular to the « Far more
value than ever has ween had to be attached %o tps individually,
and also to the use of aerial photo hees 5till more train is
meeded in individual observation anpl deduction, and to the at _

and preading of aerial photogrephs.

Wﬂu-- It was found that a larger munber of I See

personnel are required at Commond Post than originally laid down,.
Most workable tment s been as follows = .
8gt to supervise
21 on phone and current

agtion diayy and patrol reporis
OR sit map and additional mape and sketchss

diary and help with ma
iﬂiﬂ!

This leaves one Cpl and one OR fcr fwld Coys, The Cpl to base be=-
 the Twd Coys, ninamlﬁom The OR attached to Coy
were proved unreliable in many ways, too
t be 1844 upon the need for Arty Offre, Coy Comds
and patrol leaders to forward amendments foupd necessary to the
map as igsued, The Apty O.P.0., i8 one of the best men agsist
in the corrections of maps. -
2. Command - Battle HQ must be well fwd, and at times even a temporary C.P.
| established ahsad of the Battle HQ %o co-oxdinate and control a
partioular tricky or hazayous operation, If more than one orr-
- ation is in progress at the time, the C.0, must remain &
Battle HQend the tactical 8 1/¢c at the fwd C.P. At other times .
when only one operation is in progress C,0, 15 beat fwd at the C.P.
or with the two fwd Coys.
y A careful n].tgtunt of dr?“;“t‘.l; h.ﬁa 1‘ -
2 i/¢ up action, suppo and supp sayes duplication,
Suech lu:m‘;lt be ecarefully outlined bhefore the operation commele
. ‘Iagtics ~ (a) - ut

§ - As we maintain’the offensive througho
| he enemy
tunith to oulzar-ltuok

on the defenge although he lost no oppor-

when we threatened or captured his rnl.
For his defence he had the advantage of the highe sited
well constructed poste maturelly camoufl

r ground a
at the end of eagch

razor back that led inte his posns, In ¢ separate atiacks these
| tagtics limited our fwd tps to nothing more at the mpst than one
section and making & normal outflanking movg impossible. AS usual
he u::lxod good fire disecipline and on one ocefision fwd ips
reac thin
fired upon,

6 yds of his well congealed post before they were

On SCOUT RIDGE he resorted to his old tricks of snipers in tree
tops on the flanks and had one LG located in the tree tops firing

down into our posn,
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(b) « The eneny preceded all his attacks by heavy mortar
[ A O ¢

fire,

; (.)

g -
Nnoral drill of

s

. the

ot

for the past eight months.
necessity up steep razoe backs, the nommel fixing 3
nking wes seldom possible, except in the patrol clashed during

the mopping up phase near o During

necessary., After several determined attacks with ¢

soneentrations which proved cos e
& great deal more "sofitening
precess was combined with continual haressing by £i
and fire on his L of C, but when it was considered
had been sufficient | | | |
launched and when at

T0s Seasned the

tars and to dis
stages. A liberal use of grenades
effective.

(b) = AS most of our posns gained were occupied under fire,
- h:: - nt of perimeders was a risky business but tps learnt

comple te
elearing of fields of fire.

avoided and no more than two men
| Pit closer %o amother than say § yds. This is necessary to avoid
mma.un_rmm eneny mortars which are very e ffective. On the

n, keeping his mitn gun heewiiy mainly for hnnu:l.:_
His mortars were wry accurate and could not be disrega

eds On two occasions prior to his attack, under cover of pre= .
dawn or early oiou

‘but did not succe
his attacks he was broken on every occasion by well aimed and
controlled fire. When the attack failed,
mmh.“’ ta the

e n enemy a
charge which however did not succeed,

dusk, he sent tps fwd to 4 @ our booby traps,
oa. to any marked extent. Although he would press

particularly if under
defensive fire, he fled in disorder, In one of our last
‘mx-d with &8 moat determined bayonet

« lo new tricks to deceive our tps other than those
known were reported. | -

approach and contact was carried out in accordance
Jungle warfare as prectised by the Bn
As most of our attacks however were
and out=-

the attack phase against
A defences a variation from the normal drill became
preceded by
u{ in easualties it was found that
upl than mormel was requi This

quickly crumpl
= After their firet attack with suppo
value of moving in close behind our arty
regard any enemy small ayms fire in the early
in the assault also proved

risk to ensure an all round dug in perimeter was
by might. In addition they also learnt the value of the

The tendency to form too tight a perimeter at night must be
should be in each pit and no

rove dangerous,
ensive {ire on the enemy

| and its acocuragy, our tps Soon lea to keep their perimeter full
\ manned with hnd: unoam weapons firing even thomp;nr arty :

e _ (e)

booby

was falling within

- The .‘mtollt;unt use of booby treps in dead ground

and covered approaches proved most effective but Coys must peale
ise the need when leaving their posns and advaneing, for all such

traps to be lifted, to prevent casuslties in another of our

Coys occupying their old area, If time before the advance does
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/ ' mot permit of booby traps being lifted, one or two men must be lef't
behind to do this or guide the new Coy clear of the Lmaps. |
(d) - Bdvantage was taken of tall trees and hill %top posns to
piace out our snipers who very soon out-sniped ihe enemy but snipers
| on the LOKAN) feature particularly so harassed the treck to the
| enemy posns that they soon made it fatal for the enemy to use it.
(e) ﬂgﬂ - Perhaps two thirds of our offensive @ciion was by necess-
¥y confined to fighting patrols apart from mmerous small recce
patrols, On two occasions recce in forde was necessary and brought
excellent results, |
Patrols rtioularly on the flat NORTH of SALAMAUA learnt the
value of their contact and outflanking drill and soon learnt it
paid them much better to take the fight upon contact right into the
enemy and retatn the initiative. An intelligent use of fwd automat=
ic weapons mixed with numbers of grenades proved most effective.
When reconmoitring in close contact, quickly learnt the value
of a ca'unng r of the patmwl to e cate the scouts upon come
pletion of their recce, usually carried out under fire.

%t the soldiers jungle kit contains only the essentials in ry
| clothing, retions, medical and health requisites, it wes found necessax
| - on the majority of occasions to sirip down to m!ﬂu but rations
| and amn and water, particularly when attacking up very steep slopes,
This ealled for supply and meintenance tps to follow the atiacking
tps, particularly &8s in the uﬂ.{oofl the Bn had no mative carrier
t « This proved very tirdi he reserve Ooum then the
attunngtp who were foreced change roles without any let up
during the campaign,
(b) Basiec pouches on many occcsions proved & muisance particularly on
tps preferring to move out equipped with only their
weapons and bandolier of amn or megazines in pockets, Tin hats by
common consent were dumped at B Eeh, prior to moving into aection,
(¢) The tps find the felt hat far cooler, lighter and more comfortable
7" and the lack of the tin hat when under fire ld mw 1ll effects
whatever., As recommended by other units in previous campaigns
better than a felt hat in jungle fighting, is some form of beret.
, As chin #¢ straps irritate in humid climates the felt hat is easily
{' knocked off and lost in the jungle, particularly when in close -
| fighting, The beret also has the added Mumr of giving
a glearer vision which is somewhat obscured by ithe i o
J (a) 1g = Thesgtandard issue pick and shovel is not
,f 8 reqd for digging in under most % eonditions,
den to advanging tps. due to their a®d welghte.
are essential however and some form of smaller

i

Digging tools
aﬂ?‘owl is

ne ces sa Iy ; 108t no opportunity to recover abendoned American and
Japanese picks nw&.l and it is strongly recommended :
that similar eqpt be i to infantry in place of our present

eqpt ' '
6, Ambe « he emn carried by the man during an advance and 2ssault needs /

| careful consideration on each separate occazion and again for the

: occupation of a posn when occupied, The standard Scale A as modi-

[ fied by 17 Bde a to be a good average, For particular

} tasks, the amount of amn for Bren 2nd Owen Guns and the munber of

mades carried had to be incressed, It is considered too ri
| - .,
| adopt a set scale for all occagions.
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A llﬁll = All weApons were proved to be moat efiective
o ;h.r:lg:l.: and ¥ second mdes., Contrary to upim ns, meh use
; mortar was with excellent results. This was no doubt

he by the terrein where it was from
feature to amother, In flat thick gg.du:hbl? :1:': ryip o~ e A g

fagtory, as the gremade - |

hite an intemediate tl‘:::nh g

unpopular in some |
Of the lighter weapo

many instances the most

without at least two grenades,

Of the heavier weapons the 3" mortar did the grea Aame oo
_ he
though the MiG's ved their worth on two oceasions, t;;:- the mrﬁ;

ént mative carriers can be guaranteed for a

ation and in view of the carryl blem houb
gested that the mortar Pl be e o vy .

least one in rt
the mtung.aﬁ
to have two advantages
crews for the four moriars
decondly, when the four 3"
ional rt is
for the C Ve

e e T —— — T

.-
— == e

RBLions =

senerally however t
salt tablets lﬂnglnmd hea h::l.mz:.
As the tps ware foreced

‘ serious, particularly with _rneﬁ

With water yationed bully
::r:nl. The lack of u;md hea
mf/

rés with the fwd Coys caused %

for the greater part of the “ﬂ;‘o
HRRagal - This & is dealt with fully in the RuO'
rally speaking owing to the Bns role, getting medical stores fwd

Was & problem and at one stage tluhmr thou ”

The value of an individual, or at the :Lmt‘::v. ':n .11" H.%._“'

proved, and tps learnt never %o move without & g8l . e
bDuring the attack phase it was found

subsidiary RAP i = I : '
.“.rh m;-l.l fwd, as the Bn was committed on two separate fronts,

a far mow® comfortabls

from their Coy down the - Journey for the wounded
.w'Mt’. :lﬂFIﬂ. m m. and th nu 'r
= < n. - ru *®, m“ in progress on @& particular
"'h:“_.'h_“ .-; -y - TR LN B Jlie . ke

u
T -
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- Number m I'lr:ion sets were mot tried owing to tu;r{,,

re i rge b, o _
p“ by 1:% vhen safe from enemy observation was used. nﬂ! m— |
oul on oceasions and in the ops against the LOKANS feature, when :
. was repeatedly cut by shell and morter fire, & m.h-ﬂh 2

“eable of the ordinary D 3 cable, laid across DOT INLET prom to be
mt effective in maintaining mn:lutinm 2
H.m signals although arranged for in an mmuy, were never

- The campaign has bmgm the need for rnrbhor

i zmumn. observation deduction and reporting.
(i1 of agrial photographs by all officers and even certain

| N.C,0's,
(411) A guicker drill for the establisiment and movt of HQ when mov-

) s ut{n i n‘; g t:'much the jungle, particulerly
| v ré prac n mo
| (1 :: t-r plaeging of m‘fut on the mum when un’uon to the

(v) & = closer still behind our own arty in an attack and %o cub

between the end of the mﬁ i fire and the assault.
(vl) rmamu etre in the ha of i which when careless:
re n

uhnﬂ.oit-ulom‘nh im'hnﬁnﬂf-‘;
('vu Praciice in the detection of ambushes such as suspicious logs |

bushes ete, on tracks,
( i Fire dudmu within sections.

The setting and delousing of booby traps.

At least one man in every section to be highly treined in

aid,

:
|
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tion but there was a marked de-
ies of this commodity &re re-
not possible to send hot food. ‘
ties tlan @Qe 5.

s powdered Milk & |

th- ed only be na:&, not

n be ea carried and wa ter ne _

as t:; ' ;ﬂi “hnn l‘l mnhr any conditions with a saving

in the quan of camed o pe requireds

| mw ‘n‘; ghort of that required by blg particulariy during
With retions, ¥ and V proved more desireble than Bully Beef which was

-‘. found to be :oa ﬂﬂ"'to; tpes fighting away from water and linited to one
water bottle per day for all B8 34

e when it

Be8s
bhad to face in the atiack

7« Consi the problems the Bn _
. operated without 1ts usual Bde supply 1ine, and partiowlarly during
the pursuit phase when g were always behind the advencing tps,

be considered mrmal in warfarey, and
rey it is consid=

m"’ 1y from lack of pro=

nevey feiled to reach fwd tpe
ns with the earrier line.
but su- is covered in

who moved faster than mi
the rete &t which supplies can be
ered fortunate that only one Coy
visions, for 24 hra. |
e AR, ad t of essential war ¢

even at the expense of priority over ra
jedical stores were mot as plentiful as desired

‘& geparate report by MO, ..

Capt
(e T nm) .

1
;

;
J
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b h 25 SEPT 43

1, It will be noted in Appendix "A" to the Medical Officer's report
attached to lLessons from Ops, that of the PUO evacuations during opl,
50% came from the one Coy, A Coye

This Coy is one of the best disciplined Co
to the time of leaving MILNE BAY had the lowest
for 7 months.

e A close investigation has been made to ascertain w
- figures should have been so highs Ths following is both ¢
. Offrs and my own conclusions=

"A coy was the last Coy to leave MOROBE where they remained until
relieved by the 2/1 MG. Bn. ©80% of their time there was spent on night
shifts in unloading petrol and ammunition into the mangroves on the

~~ West side of the harbour,"

Se Immsdiately they were relieved of these duties they moved to
NASSAU BAY, The next day they marched to TAMBU BAY, erossed ROOSEVELDT
Ridge the following day and mnd strai mto let{on and have had =
NOT one dam respite since, until yeste They also were a Coy that
did the Jnmz‘or thru dnn thmugh the mu.ntn:l.n from CHINATOWN to
BUSAMA on one and-one days eme rgency nuou, which no doubt
_lowered their rn:utanu somewhate

de From ky investigation I am satisfied anti-malaria precautions
:n fgr“h;:n relaxed, bearing in mind the taectical nmuon from
me *

in the Bn and
Lgures for evacuat

their
Medical

Y.

//;’ / Lt Col
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From a medical point of view the recent ops are bes ded inteo
four separate phases, - o ’
Ehese 1. - Congen

l‘
L

t and

M iA &8

ma and

RAP wag es supplies received, Some eqpt,sn
notably Thomas Splints, which did mot a from NASSAU replace
— rrive BAY was a

.m i with advanged BHQ to DOT INLET, 2

a8t imedistely via an exiremsly difficult track dowa D Ridge from D Goy.

seen by RMO ver » and before t S et e T e

treatment of casualties, sulted in extemmely satisfuctory
A very good hut was built for the main RAP, and up to & cases of

e« Battle ea tie
e B e sualties were redeived al-
The nder of RAP
personnel and stores were bro fwd the
o:4mmmmmwmr up D Ri oy 2 g
most dAlfficult part of the caryy
down D Ridge. his gether with the n of m
D ridge and mnv-'ut- to the tragk re - SRR
Cagualties from A C CKANU KNOLL va cua
NP ot Bu e oy on L were e ted direct to main
mild sickness accommodated under a tent fly,
- Cagualties were evacuated in the daytime by mtive

ers 8nd 8 by barge to 7 Aust Fd Amb MDS at TAMBU BAY, This
was for the most part very satiasfacto but in a few cfges some
ogccurred due to late arriwl of barp"z’ ’ ey

-Inii *u- 86 MOVE was oﬂn-_ repid, and nedive varrier treins
were mot able to kéép €8. r4da
to that urﬂ.cg':r '::p RAP personnel. ” VLS DY W .
- cussion of casualties in this phase was not satisfactory,
m oﬁ “fm-.u cagualty during this period had to be he -
to mon arrival of an tmcmnglrp- - W ——

ﬂ .-Wn LARI TALI = an excellent building where

patients are comfortably housed during treatment or while awaiting evoe-

uapion,
Casualties evacuated from Coys to RAP by tragk or by barge when

available, . | :
s and NOT satisfactory due to infrequency and ire

—_— A A

?ﬁuw of barges, In one instange patients could not evaguated fowr
conce | at TAMBU BAY the incidence of PUO wag fairl

highs, During the DOT E.i'r cases averaged 2 per day, !bl::g”
the incidence decreaded repidly, so that during Phase III and IV the aver-
age had fallen to one cgase per 507. |

One half of the cnses of PUO evacuated during these pps were Lfrom

A Coy. A Coy remained in MOROBE for 6 days after the reminder of the Bn
and spent several days moving by barge and on foot immediately before ops
commenced, It would appear that lowering of resistance by severe physieal
exertion, exposure to % mtmi and lack of an adequate well bajanced

diet and at times shortage of rations with tps going without a meal may
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have been a considerable factor in the causation of this high inei

of PUO, The Bn has also been throughout the coastal aﬂt‘? : hm
The incidence of Dysentery has also been high, in spite of strict

water discipline and hygiene measures. Ths u:m-ity of evacuations from

this cause would not have been necessary had silequate supplies of sule

phaguanidine been available for treatment. |
Analysis of evacuation is attached as Appendix A,

__Strength on arrival in TAMBU BAY - 1 Offr, 2 NCO's and 1 OR a
2 NCO's and 12 OR's Regimen stretcher bearers, 4 Coy medical :grnt::: (:
Of these 1 accidentally wounded and 3 sick were evacuated while in |
TAMBU BAW, 1 killed, 1 wounded and 2 evacuated sick during ops.

Q91503 Pte Sallaway E. L., R.S.B, attached to D Coy, displayed high
courage and devotidn to duty. He was wounded in action on 2 SEPT.

While at DOT INLET Medical supplies were satisfactory. Thereaft &
until the end of the period under consideration NO ru-tlt::r medical I':;- '
plies could be obtained, mainly because of lack of transport facilities.

Ty . =

..
St 1

T
"y e ¥ . .
. %, il i -
| -.-l.—.h...q.i. B Fiy i

s

o ----.ﬁ-.

F
o
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I by Phages. Battle Accld Dysen- Total  Total '

Dot Inlet AUG 30 to |

SEPT 10 - 11 days 44 e 20 4 92
Purguit & .

up Phase m"”fﬁ-wm 2 1 11 S B0y 19
Total 21 dys v 46 6 %4 8% 111

Coy B.Cy Ageld Total Total
Sounded Wounded IUO Dysentery Sick m.

A 6 e ié 6 .
B 3 4 b 4 ;
¢ 13 isg 8 ¥
D 23 286 2 3
h m - - e - s - s
TOTAL 46 o b2 34 25 o9 1il

The majority of Batile Casualtiea suffered Bomb Wounds, and the re-
mainder Cunshot Wounds.
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Hg 16 Aust Inf Bn
AUSTRALIA
25 GEPT 43
i,  Herewith total amn expended during She attask, pursuit and mopping wp phfees of the SAIAMAUA = JAE
0 303 HeBe 36 HeBy 36 lioB. 3" Mor 2" lor 9 m.n. |
Rifle LMG & MG Strip Belt MG 4 See 7 Sec » SRS e -

26504 2600 1346 316 - 45 103 ales 207 30765 a4
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