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1:25000 Series
BARARA

HIRD [IRU
MONOITU

RUMIKI

MIVO RIVER
MUSARAKA
MAMAGOT A

1:63360 Series

TOROKINA

VITO

MOTUPENA - PURIATA RIVER
ALTARA

“Bs« A1l references in thls report are siven on ths

1{25009 Series with the exception of the TEISAINTAI
Poration which are ;iven on the 1/53360 Series.
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24 AUST INF BN (AIF)

JPORT  ON OPELATIONS
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PREFARATIONS T'04 OPE{ATT ONS
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1. MOVEMENTS I'WIO0JZ TO 2 Jall 45

e e e ol W T AR T e S U i e W0 6

Followins tho tormination of tho RANU VALLYY - JLOWTD
Operation and the Briude's rolief the Battallon returned %o UL{
Mainland as a body whore all reccived their acerucd rcercabtioncl
1cave and waere fullj regved.

On coripletlon of leave the Battalion was taken to
ATIRZTINW TADLELANDS wheore 1t underwent ro~orzanisation, re-cqulpp-
fny and ro~inforeing to fit it for coning oporations.

#iilst on the TABLELANDS intensc and closely uugﬂr-
‘vised eiencntary training was carrled out, buildin; up radunlly
to Battalion oxerciseg, at the same time organisod poriods allowed
for all Sanks bto obtain 48 rmich rest and amcnities as was poszlble

)
toward the lmtter naﬂ* of Dﬁﬂﬂ”bﬂr 3911 ﬁt R ﬂfidont +H4L tho
disecipliine, nerale and chcerfulness was ipproved and the rouldling
of a4 toan was belng erfectogds

2., OHDELS I'Oit FMBAKATION

G el

At a Brigade confercnce conducted by Brlzgadler H H
HAMME 4, DSO and Dar, “opders werc rcceived for cﬁbaﬂthan and in
- turn theso wero rvnnulﬂatcd to tho Battallon by tho coviandor,
Lt Col A J ANDE.LSON.

Docorbor was a very busy nonth, all stores were pro-
pared for shipricnt, loading tables were cornplled, controlled and
uncontrolled storecs were reoquisltioned for, rcceived fron Ordninco
Depots, checlited and where necccscary 1lssued to pcrsonncl. This in
§tsolf was a very lmportant part of the preparation for nove:ent.

The Battalion erbarked in two _roups, the first being
the advance party on 23 Deceriber 1944 and the second the nain
body on 29 Doceriber 1944.

. By & January 1945 the Battallon was concontrated 1n
an asseorbly area at TOOIIN.L, BOUGAINVILLE, NORTH SOLOIMONS.

The whole move frorn the Mainland to TOXOKINA nccugs-
ftated moves by rall and sea and stajglng at varlous rurshallin
areas enrouto. This move was controlled b; 15 Aust Inf Bde (ari)
and functioncd wvery snoothly.

J e SESTO: OF »7S: ONSIBILIYY OF TOuWOKINa DEFENCES

At an "0" Q@roup confercnce the Battalion was ordered
the responsibility of left battallon sector of 15 Just Inr Bde
(AIF) front on SOUTH flank TOROKINA defences.

On 6 Jenuury the Battalion offected relilef ¢f cleoments
of US AMBE4ICAL DRIVISION in the PENDLETON uJdoad arca

As 1t was lmown that 48 hiours notice of any eneny
movernient towurd tlhie defences would be _lven, the Battalion con-
centratocd on ruase. In the cvent of encriy novenent belin  re-
pﬂrtmd thhe Dattallion was to Hdupt a role as alrecady ordered and

ccupy a defendive locolity
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%e FAEFAAATION PO TuAINING
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At the PENDLETON woad carip site, which was situated
adjacgnt to a swirming pﬂD¢ constructed by the aAllEuICal DIVISION
on the PENDLETCN G“eokg ne Battalion constructed a model carip.
Incorporated in the cﬂmp we.d the maxirmunm of cemfort and sporting
facllities In order to provide as ruch relaxation as possible be-
tween tralnin: periods.

In ecach coy area readin; roons, volley ball courta,
baslket ball courts and football arcas werce constructecd; thesc were
very nucli apprcciuabed by all ranks.

he swinming pool was iriproved; a hih divin; tower
and water noveltics added. The popularity of tho pool spekc for
itself as 1t was very well attended by all ranks and rmany visltors.
at all atand dowm ﬁDPiGﬂﬂa

5., TRAINING PO« OPEsATT ONS

IH“ ol e AT W — T B e BRI S TRl TR e e e

At a Brigade confercnce 1t was made lmowm that it was
not expectoed that the Brisade would be required for operations bi-
fore april 45. Furticr %o this, it was rnade kmown that we would
be under corrmand 3 Augt Div (AIF) and be corriitted in the SOUTHE.N
secetor of the BOUGAINVILLE oporation.

In view of this the Brigzade brousht out a training
policy and master syllamiswas prepared so that the mpaxirum training
could be extracted from the timo available. Thls policy covercd a
comprehensive ranje of subjects and was strictly adhered to.

In this period the unit carried out its first trainin;
with tanks. In conjunction with R Sqn 2/4 Aust arrd .sest the unit
trailned to a hligh standard 1n this tank co-opcration, a definite
techinlque being accnnpliqhed.

Emphasls was placed in the attack, defence and patroll-
ing in Jjungle conditions so that all acquired junglecraft. With
reforence to patrolling all cormanders and troops were fully prac-
tised, lmportance be«lngs put on rethods of jungle navi sation, reporis
inz 4nd presenting of cullated Information.

In addltion scrlcs of cadresa were conducted so that
firstly, Officers, NGOs and pntentiﬁl NCOa would eclecarlysunderstand
the BPLGﬂdG training pollcy and be fully conversant “ith their
dutles, and "ouandl" a 100% rcserve of ﬁll specelalists was aircd o
in ﬂrdmr to maintain their full WE werc there a wasta_e fror oper-
ations in the futurc,

Early Ilarch 1945 saw the culnination of this tralning
when the ﬂdvancﬂd sta_e of Battalion excrcises was recached. e
was secn the hi-h standard of training that had been attain-d ani
the spirlfl in which cach and every man cntored into this streauqis
trainlng was notewvortiy.

Intersporscd with thls oxtensive training was a pra-
srarme of sports. all typecs of sports werec played, “keon compeblt-
ion and enthusilasn ¥aa. displayed. The zonith of these wis on a
Brigade basls when boxing, swinming, foothall, both dustrallon aules
and RMagby Leasuec, athlctics and Concert acvucs werc sta jed.

At thils phase of the tralnlng, helped by the xuvious

8trenuous trainins and thoe competitive EpDrtE and cntﬂrta:nrent the
rioulding of a team had taken shapet Esprlt de Gorps was paranount,

the deslre now was to close with the enemy and to display 2all these
previous lessons learnt,

The training; period was partially haltdd on -0 lMarch 45

bg the unit bnin callad on to an upﬂrational role, . T/is 1s cover-
in PAWT TWO, “mne T”iuﬂiﬂtﬂi Operation”.
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24 AUST INF BN (aIF)

ABEORT  ON  OPE.ATIONS
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1, PROJECTED ATTEMY TNUTLT 0 DEON TOx0KIT4
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A }?:Tj::ti.c‘lF".‘i? of Har cipturcd by 2,78 Cav Cdo Sqn nt
TONDOI, SOUTH MOUGLINVILLE suppiicd the followin_ infor-utions

"W i3 naerber 23 Inf ne 2t Suw 5 Div Intrcp for
Janueny 45 ataving information hed been _uined
fron rative ex POLOKINA and from capturcd pilot
vosarding installations within perineteor., sl80
iocation 80 ajivoraft, liext saw 6 Div order that
parties of 12 fnelnding 1 Officer, fro~ various

i1ts, aftor 30 days spoeial training were to

Ve witiin a weoek of each othap to blow up oup
hhoand danaje installations, Pirst party was to

N
b
I-I F

copars Lalilh 1 lhveh and thoy werc to travel via
th; footiills avoiding our troops, They waore to
waLol perineuer via PENDLETON woad and NUIA NUMA
[Vogn gy od —i "

L Lw b

T informotion waa ronsidered reliable,

i SR T ST N —

i08er a DBrisade confercnce a tactical plan was
evolved to thorouhly corb all approaches to perincter in our
are+ Of rospmolbility. This was corricneced on 10 Mapch 45 and
carried out !n the followlng way:

2) A Coy with under corriand ¢ Pl HQ Coy foried a

patrol base in HANIMO Sector, The followin: werc

she dlspositions 4 and 9 Els Jeephead, Coy HC and

7 Fl mldwmy betincen Jeephead and Bamboo Stagzin; farp

nd 8 PL at Base Tarmp. I'rom this base oxteonsiv:

patrolling in a wide radivs was conducted to keep

watehh on all approaches.,

b) Fron thoe Battalion arca 1obile patrols were

ji

degpatched dallyw alon: the CHOF CHOF Trail.

(e) Inportont rcanures , TOI0KINA Bridge, junction

(oY CHOF Tratl) - COASPAL uoad, junction AME JCuL -

(ALlBud woods weve rnapded by standin_: patrols,

3) Furthor patrols were scnt frorm Bn 2 to tun

0001113 of BAGLNA VOLOANO and the inrwedints apeca

SOUTH 9f TOLOLTTA A ver,

hrou hout these couvnter mensures no contact was
Loy - ‘n 24 Merch 45 the battalion was

3
egtarlished with tlic
»alleved Ly 57/90 Aunt Inf pBn AIF) in this operational rolc,

e O oF

3, TRATHNING nnd £ ZTTHT ST RATY OR

() Whilet wmo cuory contacts werc nade it was con=
gldcred thot 4his operatlion provided wvaluable train-
1n;; and tixwoush mistales rmade a Sriootlicr workin - ad-
rlulstration was wecconplished,

(b) The subjcet of Ian Honagement was closely watched
and nany valvchlc lessons learnt, These lessons had
bacn brenht out time and time agalr but 1t was stili
appercnt that sonc did npt fully realise the ir:port=-
ance of the subjeet,
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LJEEOLT ON  OPBuATIONS
Faul THJIEE

TOKO = 1ABIS _OFPELATION

07 WARCH = 13 wPJIL 45

204

1, AuIVAL TOKO
. St bt . 1. | Y

On 30 March 45 the Battallon cornpletced its nove to
- the TOKO area and assumed a reeorve role to 7 aust Inf BEdc.

4 varioty of tasks was allotted in preparing in-
stallations for 5 anet Div (AIF) for occupatlon and construct-
ing roads. In addition the protection of varlous installat-
fons in the 1rmediate TOKO area was ordered.

2¢  QPRJATIONAL {OLE

T Information was received that in view of encwyy
counter attaclka at SLATEAS KNOLL attempted infiltrutinq of the
POKO defences was a possibllity. In view of this danjer of

dlepupting the L of O orders worc rcocoived by the Battallon
for counbtsor MoasurcsS.

3,  QOUNTE:

a 20 Tarch A Coy occuplcd a dofonslve posit-
ffm)-l aEnaSBIIBS in prntgntiﬂn ANGAU COI't CUTID, The
cnetry nizhtly made rinor attenpts at iInfillEration
wlth small partics to harass .NGAU notlvos bub
cacli tipe was forced to withdraw cansin; hlm cass
ualtles.

(b) Activo patrolling in the uarod boundcd by
FURIATA WIVER - Dandid Track was carried out pro=-
vonting the eneny froo use of the country.
Sizhting of odd Japanese and footprints seen but

act was nade
?g)cznggcﬁﬂrcmy ﬂccﬁpied 2 defensive locallty at
839449 on 5 April to oOpposc enery riovericnt via
this tracks Frorm this base patrols mavgd_aut
acrogs the FUAIATA «ivor for 300 yards EAST and
SOUTH to OOAST but no contact was made.

(d) B and D Coys wore rosponsible for defencc of
T0K0 installations.

(¢) On 7 April 11 Pl U Goy rioved to and occupled
a dofcneive position around "U Hy Bty" at 827443
with the role of protectlon. No contact wlith tho
cneryy was established,

(f) On 12 April 10 PL B Coy patrolled EAST along
COuST to AITALA. (ontact was establlished with
8 oncry at AITARA, firc was oxchanged and cuety
‘J'u’i t].ldr'[:iw:

hile vory little contact was mado with the oncry,
th?s wes a f1tting clirmax to training in the way of troops
reecdvin: an innoculation to condltions akin to battle end fron
enery Artillery fircy This proved valuablo.

= " H.ELIEF

On 12 April 45 a warning order was 1ssuod {or
Battalion to rove to and occupy defensive position at SLHINLWU -

KEQ Craocks arca to relicve 26 Aust Inf Bne No rniove beforec
15 April 46,
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24 AUST INF BN (ATF)

REPOLT _ON _OPEATT ONS

PAST  POUR

i

Py RIATA = MIVO RIVERS _OPE.ATION

o A R W T e W B e mERedl] A o e e ol B

18 April = 1 July 45
1, INTRODUGIION TO OPTATIONS

On 13 Aprll the Battallion rioved to the SHIN.U .dlwver
area and ocenpled a defencsive positlon, thereby taking over the
front from 25 Auast Inl Bu.

Thw position nenugied covered the area astridc BUIN
Road fron forwird defenasive lines SHINMWU uwiver to the roscrve

1inc KEuO Orecl.  pPispositions were as follows:
Pn 10, 09 Soy 8835469
A oy 878474
B ooy 885472
i Goy 834467
B Coy 885468 .

In tha afternoon of 13 April 45 6 and 7 Tps B Sqgn
o/4 Aust Armd sogt arrived in the area and came undor connand.
They weoro dispozscd one troop to C Coy, ona troop to B Coy.

Trro@ataets on occupation protective patrelling vma
carriad out to zive sccurlty to the forecce Tho romalnder of
tho Battalion was ocecupled in developriecnt of Egaitionﬂ, carriaze
of storca forward and the corduroying of the HUIN load.

On 15 Aprll 15 Aust Inf Bdo (AIF) Flamethrower Il
caric under cormand and was retainecd at Bn HE as rescrve forcc.

2e THE RBATTLE FOR] DAWES CALIK

Pron 13 April to 17 April very actlve patrollln; was
carried out forward to contact the eneny, probe his flanks and

to locate hia dacfences. Also long range Eatrﬂls to the rear of
the enery position werc conducted to galn the enenmy's intentions.

By 16 Aprll the patrols had zained sufficient Inform-
ation to attack and destroy the enemy pocket.confronting us and
so take up the advance.

puring thins preparatory patrolling many eneny contacts
were mado, hils positions pinpointed, enabling Artillory and Mortar
concentrations teo be planncd,

On 16 April onc platoon was sent forward to occupy
a defensivo posltion 300 yaprds WEST of ANDEASON's JUNCTION to
cuard a forming up polnd

Ou tue albornoon 16 april an "U" Gronp conforonce was
neld vharo orders werc issued for the attack on DANES CLUEFIK,

Lt 08230 hours on 17 April thoe Battalion advanced with
C.and D Zoys forwird, & Coy left flank and B oy rescrve, pro-
coded by a eraspin: barraze of 700 sholls, to asgault The cneny
positions forward and in roar of DAWES Crock, The loft forward
conpany, D Coy, rcached its objective by 14C0 hours without mak-
in: contact. Tie ¥izht forward conmpeny, C Coy with 7 Tp B San,
242 Aust Arnd ucob foupght o wieious action throughout, rcaching
their objective on tho afternoon 18 Aprll, A strongly entrenched
cneny dug in oa their risht flank covering the rood and DAWES
Creck were only forced to wlthdraw aftcr heavy artillcry concon=
trations and ficrce firoc filshts from both tanlks and Infantry.
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It was considered by the delaylng action fought and
investigation of his positions that the Battallon was opposecd by

120 troops.
Qasualtics for tho Battle of DAWES Creck weorae:

Encry @7 killed 1 wounded
Own 7 1iilled 19 wounded

Followin: the defeat of the cneny at DAWES Crock on
17 April, A Coy outflankod tho HATAI Traci gutting it Iin tlic
KIMAKU Area where they took up a defensive lecaiivy. Thils was
to provide flank proftcetion to the remaindsr of the Battalione
On 18 April 9 Tp, B Sqgn, 2/4 Aust Armd Regt nmoved up HATLI Toraek
fronn aNDELKSON1S JUNCTICN and came under corrmand 4 Coy. Fron
18 April to 26 April vigorous patrolling from thls base had nany
contacts with the onemy in this sector. It was evidont toward
the end that the patroli fight was won whon a decreasg in clashes
wis noticeablae

Daring the Battalions ccocupation of DAFES Orock -
ANDERSON'S JUNCTION area it was subjected to severe hestile sholle
ing fronm which we suffored & killed and 14 wounded-

5o  THE ACTTON AT SINDOU GRBLE

#ith the selZing of LDARES Creck and thse mopplng up of

- the area, patrols were pushed forward to gain contae® with tho
ONery . In addition stratezlcal patrols to the rear in tha KEXLO
Crock ~ HONGUAAL «(iver areas were coaplceted to zain cnony's
atrengths and dispositions in prepaeration for ertilleyy and Alr
strilc concentiatlons, also to ~uin hls intentions.

n 20 april 45 B Qoy with 7 Tp, B Son, 2/4 aust arnd
A28 under cormmond advanced along the BUIN HIGHWAY and occuplcd
a defonslve pogition astride the STNDAJ Qrock at 895464, This
advance was unoppofed,

The occupation was strongly contesied by smali rald-
ing partics of the eneny who repnatualy counter attacked and har=-
assed the company over the perlod from 20 to 26 April. 411 these
attenpts wore met wlth stubborn resistance and by full use of the

= fire powey aydilahlie- forbed the onsny to withdraw.

Once again the Battalion carried out :zxtensive pat-
rolling denyinz the cnemy usec of no nans land ard zalning his
Intentions, vaiuable pin polntin: of ancoy defTenulve posltlons
from this patrclling resulted in belng able to apply driilllery and

2 9 in Mortar concentrations. Investigzabing patrols time and agaln
found thls fire moat accurate, nunmcrous zraves jave proof of its
damaglng effects.

casualtlcs for the action at SINDXYI LCrock and the
patrol clashes wore:

Enerny 135 killed 3 wonndedd
Cvn 6 killed 212 wonndad, J

A %oy were relicved by one cormpoay of §7/60 Aust Inf
Bn (4IF) in the HATAI Track position on 20 ipril., (n 21 Anrid

ey moved to and occupled o defensive locallity at 898464 still
maintaining left flanlk protection for the advanco.

e THE SETZINT JUF UMANU COOER

i— il Ly e il R ey e o s - [ -

| Patrols baving ascertained eonery in occupation astride
BUIN «&oad in thec UMRNT Greck arca a plan was forned to attack his
positionsa and so tolce up the advancao.

From 0750 %o 0930 houvrs oa 26 April 36 orzairs in
three atrilkes oach of 12 plancs cffcctively bombod and straffod
the apreas on cltiher side of the BUIN Road fronm 300 yards EAST of
SilIDAU Croek to BIaGU 3 POIK Junctlon, dispersing the cneny, cloare
ing the undergrowth and allowing visibility for the advaneing |
infantry.

=
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At 0930 hours C Coy supported by 8 Tp, B Sgn, 2/4 aust
armd Ret advanced from SINDOU Creek under a crocplng barrajze of
Artilleory and Mortarse. Only slisht opposition was encountcred 23
the weizht of support which alded the swift advance conpletely
dis-orzinised tho oncriye By 1400 hours the forec had reachoed
008247 whilch was an cdvonce of approximatcly 1400 yards, Horo
the company touk up a defensive position and consolidated. The
onemy chttomptod to dis~-organise consolidation by eutting L/T
comrunicotion and establishing an ambush on the L of & This
was clcared by B Joy with an armoured patrol.

So-ordinated with € Coy's advance 4 and B €oye ade
vanced aolons the Lot flank 1000 yards NO.TH of BITL HIGHWELY,
By 1130 hours I Joy wes eagtoblished at TROL.S CLE4.INC 9084566 and
A Coy established at 904459, During; these advancos no contacts
were nadae withh tho oneny.

Jorbinad with she vizorous patrolling policy a scrles
of arbushas werc sct with sood rosults, Onc Japancsc shot fron
an arbusgh carricd a docurient vhiech gzave us the eneny intcntion of
his harassin; tactlcs in the HATAT track region.

Goaunltics for the Battalion to 25 Aprll 1940 were!

Eneny 65 lkkilled 9 wounded
Own 13 killed 60 woundad-

4, THE BIaGU THAEE FOsK TinlK JUNCTION sDVANCE

=
T Y A kA e i s o i L - o A e

Following the moppins up of the cnemy in the UllalMU
Crcok arca and the information from the patrols the stage was
sct for a further advance. For the next bound the all 1lnportant
BIAGT THuFE 70uK TuulK Junction was selected as the objeetive.

At 1000 hours on 2B-iApril, 11 P1l, B Coy with two
tanks advanced forward from G Cﬂy.at‘ﬁMﬂMU Creck and scized tha

BIAQ) THJUEE FOuK TaaCK Junctione. In the afternoon the romainder

of the company joilnecd 11 Pl and a company defonsive locallty dor=
inating the track junction was formed.

Tnery parties of small strongths used harassing
tactics azainst the defensive locality but thosc were put to
flizht each tine.

The encry still continued his hostlle shelling
causinz casualtics to us and damage to equipnment.

o pro~or onization of foreec now was belny cffected
in the Fattalion so that the Jround won could be consolidated
and proparation mode for the next advancce.

On 29 april 45 a Coy advanced 1000 yards on tho
left flonk and oceupisd o position noar DICKIE'S CLEaLING av
913455, Miis advonce vas not contested. ¥ II0 was rioved
forward on tho asnrmae da to 910446,

!

5. TUE FUSI 10 KELI0 D.GEK

On 30 april 45 D Coy moved down from tho loft frank
and took up the csdvance fron B Coy roaching Hide ridge on T
BaST bank of ARIXaQ CIETE at 9221442, This mapresented an 5=
vance of 100C yardaz. The odvance wad unopposad.

Again cxbensive patrolling waa carried out woeil for-
ward, as fapr as tho HONCEOWI liver to saln tarpgets for artillcry
and air strlkes. These patrols had clashee whieh jave i indlec~-
ation thot the cuowmy shronsths forward of the FIONGO4pl werc
considerable with the main disposlitlon astride the IN woad.

T+ was also found that the cnemy used a sceret L of C which
opossed the HOVGOWAT siver at MAJTINS CuOSSING. The elcaring
of the HIW HIWU ~orden area was another accomplishment fron

this active patrolling.
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6 THE MaSSaUnll OF THE HONCGOBAT (I VER
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By 4 May <5 plana wore forrmed for the scizin; of tho
HONGO.ATL Lino. This plan Uumpr*ucd 8 series of phascs,

_F.’irﬂt i tlm 3¢, phases was under way on 2 Muiy 45 when
B Coy with 8 Tp, B Sgn, 2/4 ;Pld dept advanced alon tho BYIN

Road to the UNGLL Crock at 925438 bﬁL+; an advance of 1000 y+rds.

No encmy was ﬂnﬂmuntcﬂﬂd CNYOUTO s The enecrrr nade o sorics of
counter cidacks to this rove, those wore all ably deult with cause
inzg hin casunlitios.

By thls time the patrol f
our vigorous policy contact wag cstab
lately hao noved fron hls defencos,
tosk.

shit wos near won for due to
Aelhod with the onerny irmed-
Winning this fight was a hard

3

= -.-J 1ah

(n 4 May 45 LAWN FOICTH comprising J8 Pl with two tanks
and bulldozer tcanm under command advenced ¢40n the BUIN iload
forward of B Gov. 2% 1150 hours conbaect was cstablishod with an
eneny position strengthh onc company and 75unm nountaln gun slited 1n
Tki role, 300 yards forward of B Loy avt 925438, Frccoded by ac=
curate rniortar Jnd artillery fire she forece attackad driving the
encriy from the posltlion and causing hin to abandon goar a2nd oqulp-
rente In tho attack - "t L Bho leading fank wo.a enpaged by
tho T5rnn gun, tho btank roturncd firo killing tho ereow by S 1n
HOWITZER and BESL firvo. he LAWI FORQE thon roturnod to company

HO,

On 5 Moy 46 D Coy with 8 Tp, B Sang 2/4 aust armd «ogt
advaneod along tlic BUIN usoad and after noving 700 yoxrds fnrwnrd
of B Coy to 931437 atruck a stronsly ontrensied position occuplod

y 100 cnony. D Goy attacked withh theo tanlk Euppurt forcin; the

enamy to withdraw. In the engagenent tlic en oLy fircd on the
leading tank with a Tomm *un danaging tlhic BUSA jun, tho cnery gun
wa.s sgubscquently kﬂﬂbhid oub At a further 30 yarda advanco

another onory position "tﬂan“ﬂr than the provious one was attacked
and after sevoro fighting tho enerry withdrew to the NE. The
company fought its woay forward for a further 150 yards ageinst

a strong force of determined onecny. Tt consoliditod at 932436
and dug a sbdlid position.

Throughoub tho nisht of 5/6 May 45 onermy hostile shells
fell In the D Ooy area couslng casualtics and damaze to storos,
This was o preiude Te aa 25tack,

On 6 May 45 A Joy onroute to take up bhe advancd had

iust reoached the rear wire of D Goy loecallty when the enory

aunched a savage atback with a forco of 1C0 on B Joy. e was
foreced to rotire in hls initial attempt. Ho thon atteompted an
encirclement to bthe WEST wheore hoe contacted 4 Coy. 4 deterriined
attaclk wes then put In on both conpanies, the cnony advaneing tuo
within & yards of our forward deofcnsive 1inﬂ5 but was not by
wlthcring fire fron our position. after € hours solld fl_}ltima
he finally withdrow.

Cosuvaltios for thils counter attaclk worot
Eneryy 58 killcd 1 woundcd
Ovimn 1 Illed 9 wounded,

The Pml1uring cquipmont was capbuwadj;
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On 7 Moy 45 following an Artlllery barrac a4 Coy
nmoved through D Coy 2id advoanced along the axils BUIN Road to the
HONGORAI ilver at 942434, This advance was not contosted, tho
support having causcd the cneny to withdraw to the NO.LTH,

4 conmplete re~organisation of force was aoffactcd to
consolidate the line of the PCNGOR.I River., By \e llny thc
alver ves held by thrao cobpanioes forward, one conpany in resorve.
Dispositions worc as follows:-

Bn HG, HE Coy 036432
A Goy 036438
B Coy 039424
G Coy g38331

Total cosualtics for the battallion for the period
13 April to 12 May 45 wero:

Encmy 169 killed 13 wounded
Ovm 25 killed 98 wounded.

7  ATTACK Ol THE HONGOJAT ~ POLHOREI RIVELS DEFENCES

' (a) Preparatory Fatrolling,

bron 7 May to 14 My 45 a vory vizorous and
active patrolling policy was adhered to to gailn the relovant
Infornation tto asalst the Brigado Cormmander to forrmilato his
plan of assault on the HONGEOuwsI = POROREI ilvers linc.
These patrola nobt only were concerned with the irmedizte
front but they probed well into tho rcar of the cnomy's
flanks and L of <.

Fron the Infornation gained it was learncd that
the cuneny wis concenbrating a considerablce forecec on our
Northern flank WEST of tho HONGOisI River. a8 thls was an
1rmediate threat to our positions and L of € wo strongly
contestod 1t with nuncrous fishting patrols, These patrols
accuratoly map spotted positions enabling artilley, Morter
and Alr Support to be used to the maxinum with cffcet.

Patrols rovealcd that all the cnenmy's attention
was to the Northorn flank where nurierous clashes both EAST
and WEST of HONGORAI Rlver took place. It appearod that
the TIGEx Track was his primary L of G and the larger port-
ion of hils forco concentrated on it. Furthor coxtcnslvo
cneny posltions were found occupled on EGAN'S RIDGE., 4lso
they revealed that the Southern flank from the BUIN doad to
as far as the POROWEI iiver was not oceupled nor putrolled
by the encny, here we had freedom of roverient.

(b) Gaining Frontal Contact.

, On 13 My 45 16 P1, D Coy advancod across tho
HONGORAI ford under covering fira from C Coy and Artillory
ﬁuppnrta The platoon recached 200 yards EAST of HOKGORAI
alver to 940430 and adopted a defcnsive locality.

On 14 lay 45 rcemainder of D Coy jo6incd 16 Fl and
establishicd 2 company position.

Irriediotoly patrols wore despatched forward to
galn contzet wlth the eneny. Conbtact was cstabllshed, as-
cortalining thic cnecity la occupation of EGAN'S RIDGE on thoe
escarprniont EaST of LODIRTSONIS CLEEK. This position domnin-
ated the AUIN doad in tho WESTELN approaches and also covers
cd a serics of tonk traps which had becn constructed.

- 10 =
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On 15 May 45 EGAN FOLCE, cornprising 18 Fl with
two tanks from 6 Tp, B Sqn, 2/4 aust Arnd Regt, advanced
alonz the axls of the BUIN ioad from D Coy. The foreo
rcached a point 400 yards from EGAN'S RIDGE where tho tanks
becane bogged, it was deocided that tho surface of tho
terrain would not pernit a further advanco without conslder-
able engincer assistance,  Fatrols noved forward cstabllishe-
in; contact with the cnomy on EGAN!S LIDGE. EGAN FOILE ro-
turned to the company locallty.

(¢) Preparations for oncircleront,

sn outlined plan was made for 15 Aust Inf Bde (AIF)
to ?nghj‘ cle the anery LIrOII the Southern lank, 24 Aust Inf
Bn (4lf') were to assarble in tho area junctlion HONGORAT -
POROGET alvers and attaeck tho EITYW ioad fron HONGOiAI Rlvor
to including FOLONET 1dver. Also we were to derionstrate
with force 2lonz tho TIGER Track as & diversion,

Strong flghting patrols operated in tho TIGHER
Track = MauTI7IS Crossing aroa and on the NORTH flank of
EGAN 'S RIDGE hitting thoe eneuy whenever possible to divert
hils attontion t92 this flanlk. Thego forces, as 1t was later
loarned, did achieve thelr objeet. 8 a further moasure
alr stpilkes werce dircetod at ManPINS Sroscing and along the
axls of TIGYw Traecks

Synchironised with thesc diversionary tactles
HAERSLERS Traclk wes constructed to eross HONGORAI fiver at
MAGKLIN'S 17010, |

Oun 19 lNay 45 the battalion less €. Coy moved to
the asscrbly arca in preparation for the assault on 20 liay
45 ¢ C Coy with 6 T?, B Sgn, zéé sust Armd Legt under core
rnand relicved D Coy forward of HONGOJAI Tord.

Dispositions of the Battalion in the assonbly
area wero:

Ady Bn HY 943416
A Coy | 944410
B Coy plus F Hg Tp, B Sqgn,
2/4 Aust Arnd Rogt 045418
D Coy plus 9 Tp, B Sqn, 2/4 hust
Arnd egt 944417 .

For the past 7 days continual air strlkes, arie
illery barrages and nortar concenbrations werc placcd on
the known encny positions extending from EGANS RIDGE alcaj
the axils BUIN woad to lncludiaz FOuOREL Ford.

(d) Tho assault

D Dny, Sunday 20 May 45, saw A, B and D Coys
riove to thelr respective forrming up points at a dlstanto
600 yards frorm their finaol objectives. Followlng the ade
vance of B and D oy was a bhulldozcr team and thelw two
troops of tanks, this movenient wig 1n rear of the advanced
elerients, protceted by a small forco.

Fron 0800 to 0820 hours 80 ALireraft borbed and
straffed the proposed cermpany objectives, 4%t 0830 hours
the companiecs advanced wnder o crcoping barrage of artillery
and Mortars and enfilade fire from NG Pl. This support
totalled:

80 sortlcs of alvcraft
1528 rounds of artillery fire
700 rounds of Mortawn
26000 rounds of Sia from MG P,
Mic to this unexpccted Southorn encircleriont and

the huge wei hé of support the cneriy wore cornipletely sure
prised and overwhelmed,

1-11-
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By 0955 hours B Coy had zained their objective
ag+inst slizht opposition, They hastily took up a defonge
ive posltlion on a ridge dominating the BUIN iLoud at 949484,
4t 1145 hours the eneny launched a counter attack from tho
TO.T4 but wore uet with Intonse filre frorm infantry and tank
wonpons forelns them to retire, leaving theilr deoad,

D Coy attaincd thelr objective 953421 by 1115
Lours ajalnst no opposition, the weight of support havin:
forced the cnony to cvacuate the araa. This position wms
on 4 hizh cscarpnent on the WEST Bank of Hlic FOLOIET .idver
dondnating: thoe ford arca. shortly «lter occupation the
coripiny was subjocted to firoe from o atron-ly ontronched
cnciy posltion on the high ground on thie TaST Bank of tho
rlver, The cneny using JUKI, LUG, riflcs, 2 75 and 47nnm
oun firding over opon sigshts, Wo roeturncd thic fire with
infantry and Ltank weapons. The conpony was further sub-
Jocted to hosbile artillery concentration which causcd no
casnnliles bubt damased a tank,

. Zoy advance reachod a point 200 yards from theirp
ocbjeebive wiien they oncountered a strongly docfconded locality
using HME, LMG, »ifles and 75mnm gun firin: at point blonk
Pon 0. oy woro further subjected to intcense shellin>
from 1500m zZtlle alfuer a scries of athacks supported by
artilicey the coupany finally gained their objective at
1750 hiours on 21 May 45. They dug in astride the BUIN .oad
on tho Llzh cscerpment dominating the POLOLET Ford at 956419,
durln; occupatlon the enemy engaged our forces fron a du in
posgltion 300 yards to the EaST on the SQUTH side of the BUIN
ioad, from thls posltion he fired on tho conpany with a 75mn
sun over open sights, |

(¢) Moppin:z Up

The Battallon having attained its objectives pro-
ceoded to rop up the encirecled enemy and thorouchly scarch
all vacated positions for docurients and equipnent.

Ono platoon of B Coy with two tonks and bulldozer
team, known as EGaN FOICE, on 21 May 45 advanced AEST adlong
tho BUILN iload from B Qoy, This force clearcd the road and

adjacent terraln of oneny, filling in all tanlc ditehes and
de=lousln; 2ll nines enrouto, ensuring the road was Jecpables

On 22 llay € Ooy advanced forward and oceupicd
vacttod positlions on EGAN'S RIDGE,

Bn II% roved to a defensive loculity in recr of
B foy's position,

Jith the Battalion reworgzanised vi-oroug patroll-
iyg 8 maintalined in all arcas WEST of FOLOLRT wlver con-
plotoly elearing 1t of enerny.

Dl gpositions of the Battalion as at 24 lay 45

st Bn HQ, HY Coy 948425
a Goy plus 7 Tp, B San, 2,4 Aust

<$] Arrd Legt 957418

B Coy 952429
¢ Coy plus 6 Tp, B Sqn, 2/4 .ust

arnd ilegt 945429

D Coy 956124,

(f) Conclusion

The seizing and clearing of the HONGORATI - FOuiOJIET
itivers area lasted over the period 13 May to 24 May 45 and
was the major operation of this units eXperience.
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The weizht of support during the attack was irrense
1t belng:

oR3 gorties alrcraft

7828 Artillery cthells

SICHAS, Morscar boribs
260090 rounds SAA MMG Fl
88 HE L7 AP rounds TkA ¥l

and 1n addition many rounds of BESA, 3in liowitzer and 2 Pdr
fire frorm tank support.

casualties Inflicted and sustained durinz the
perlod were:?

Enerny 54 killed 32 wounded
Own 7 kliled 28 wounded,

Lar e quantitles of docuaents equlprient and weapons
were capltured,

8. RESERVE ROLE

B e

- With the seiziny of the TOROREI River line 58/59 Aust
Inf Bn took up the advance and the Batialilon was allotted the ros
servo Battalion reole. This entalled raintalning rear and flank
protection te the advancin: elerents,

B, Cand D Goys werc moved to along the HAMMER Road as
left flank prctectlion, Thelr dispositions were as follows on

2 June 45: |
B Joy 975429
¢ Coy 979418
D Cov VT4 «

As the advanco was rade alon:; the BUIN Road sorpunlos
were required to relieve the forward Battalion's companles so -that
the advance could be naintained,

Actlive patrolling on both flanks of 58/59 Aust Inf Bn

was carried out to 3ive socurity to the force. Minor clashes
with eneny harassin’ partiles were nade.

On 4 June 45 C Coy advanceddown the centro of the two
forward Battallons with the intention to cut the VAMAGOTA - TAT TAI
Road and so disiupt the enemy's L of 4. This necessitated a haz-
ardous nove acrosgs difficult’ terrain of rain forest wilth heavy
undergquwth and secondary growth. The company was established on
the objective at 003403 by 7 Juno 45, They then patrolled NORTH
and SOUTH along the road clearing i1t to both 57/60 Aust Inf Bn(AIl)
and 58/59 Aust Inf Iin,

The Battalion by 7 June 45 had completely re-orzanised
in preparation for the next phase of the operation, dispositions
wore as followa:

Bn 12, HQ Coy 961387
A Cov 969383

B Coy 985386
G Co7 0035403
D Coy less 17 Pl 969399
Wl 001381

9, THE CLEARING OF IIAMAGOTA

an arrioured force consistin: of 8 P1 A Coy with 2 tanks
and bulldozer tcar: rioved fron coripany HQ oin 8 Sune 45 with the ob-
Ject of cleari:.; MAIAGOTA,

This forcc advanced alons the NAMAGOTA Road clearing 1t
of obstacles ag 1t wont., knroute nuriorous vacated eneny positions
were searched scenring valuable docurments and capturling equipnent

including onec rine nover and two 3 ton vehicles. Investigations
revealed that the cneny aud occupied the areca fron MAMAGOTA Junct-
lon to 2000 yards SOUTH with a force of at least 500, having vac-
ated 1t within a week prior to our riove.
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The forece finally attained its objective at 1400
hours, Aftor a thorough scarch of the MAMAGOTA Area tho force

moved €0 & point BOO yards NORTH of the boach and took up a def-
ensive locallty.

from tals base on 2 Junc 45 extensive roconnailsance
patrols wcre degpatched bringling back topographical inforration.
From compllation of the Information sained a conpicehe roport of
the MANAGOTA Beach, hinterland and approaches was presented.
This gave its possibllitics as a barge landing bescs

On the afternoon of 9 June a rmoblle patrol of two
Joeps was sent from MAMAGOTA Junction to contact 8 Fl, thonce
proceed to tlie beach. Thay carricd outflels ¥38% without con-
tacting any oneny. The patrol also secarched en 1y positions,
capturing equipnont, and then returnsed to Battalion 1O,

8 Il &rrnoured Porce returncd to Corpony IG on 10
June 45, Lts task havinz been corpleted.  Althoush no contact
was made with the enemy this forece comploted an inportant phase
off thae opcratilon. |

10, THE MART RIVER LINE

o

after the preparatory pabtrolling, the zalning of the
Inportant information and the consnlidation of the Jground won
orders were glven by Brigadier H H HAIMMTER DSO and bar for the
attack on the HARI = OGORATA Rivers line. The task allotted
the Battalion was to be Brisade reserve, recoponslible for flank
and rear protection and to stage diversionary attacks on the
SOUTH flank to support the main attack.,

. - This flank and rear protection called for patrolling
a4 wide area, This area extended frorm the COAST north to TAI
TAI on the North of BUIN Road WNEST to POROREI River and South of
BUIN Road to as far BEAST as MOBIAI River,

Diverslonary attacks with arroured forces, strength
one platoon, 2 tanks and bulldozer tean were stnged 1n the area
1000 yards SOUTIH of the BUIN Road on the "EAST Bank of the HARI
Rlver, on the 11, 12, and 13 Junc 45, & further forcoc of two
platoons with one troop of tanks, bulldozer bean staged nock
attacks 1In tho same area on 14/15 June 45 as aupport to the naln
Brigade thrust on the NOKTH flank. Throughout shcse diversion
attacks no contact with the enemy was rade.

A8 a further dlversion and harassinz role patrol
bases were established on the OGORATA River 150C yards SOUTH of
PULIl Road and astrlde a NORTH-SOUTH track at 010350, In addit-
ion to mock battles patrols from these bLases carriocd out excre
ciscs with live enenmy, Inflicting heovy casualiies. An anbush
eatablished on the naln cevacuation route for thn HARI Foreos
SGUTgiaf EUIH idoad rade contact with 100 Japancse killinz 12 and
wounding 3.

I'he protective patrols to the SR rmdo conkachs
in the MAMAGOTA Load area with enormy arbusihics and harassin:
parties, These had noved into the area sines it was clecarcd on
8/10 June 45. Casualtles were inflichcd cn then forcing then
to rctire and by 15 June the arco was asonsidorod clearod asain,
To tho NORTH ¢ Coy had patrolled to tho EAST to across tho HARI
Rlver and all areas 4EST of TARI River Lo the TAI TAI Road with-
out raking contacts, Patrcols in the garden arca MONOITU found
valuable techniecal equipront and documents from various vacataed
HC positlions.
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The lMortar platoon was organised into two battorlos
and sited in 4 Coy defensive locality in the MaMAGOTA Junction

| area. Fron this position they placed concentrations on known

enery positions both EAST and WEST of the HARL itlver in tho

period 9 to 15 June 1n support of the Brigade operation. Tho
enory used counter battory fire to sllence the nortars with

75rn and 150mnm suns, noithor damage nor casualtlios werc sus-
tained. le further opposed thils support by a gun ralding party
who attacked and threw grenades into thelr positlon durlngs fir-
ing, once azain noithor damage nor casualties were inflicted,
his force being driven off. After the attack investigations

of those eneny positions revealed the accuracy of this support.

At 103C hours on 9 June threc prisoners of war, two
serzeant majors and ong corporal, surrendered to our C Coy, 2p-
pearin: on the Tal TAI Road near thelr forward defonslve lincs
woving surrcnder leaflots, A further prisoner of war, a scr-
zgeant, surrendered to 17 P1 at 00138l., Fron thoso prisoncrs of
wir valuoble inforrnation was obtained to assist the operation,
pin polntlnz of cneny positions, allowlng artillery and nortar
concentrations and alr strikes to be directed on then, zlving
atronstlis and ordor of battle.  Thesg wore the first prisoncrs
of @ the battalion had tallon since the comrencerient of the
e palone.

During this operation the Battallon was sub joeted

to sovero hostile shollingz causing only slight damage and cas=-
ualtics,

Casualtics for the Battalion for this aetion, to
15 Junc 45 wero: |

EnoLy 17 killed 5 wounded 4 PW
Ovm 1 killed 2 wounded.

I Coy moved to the KINGOKI area on 16/17 June,

C Coy jolning them ou 19 June, this phase of tho operation
will be covered in paragraph 1ld.

11, THE_DRIVE TO THI MOBIAI RIVER

The successful encirclemont of the HARI lino Saw
the enony completely outmanceuvred and SO forced to withdraw
BAET o The welsht of support had been accurately employed as
patrols later discovered, By a further swift deep encirclo=
rment by the Brigade of hls OGORATA River line he was forced to
continve his withidrawal to the MOBIAI River line.

The Battalion in its reserve role followed 1n the
roar durinz tho OGORATA River phases assisting the 58/59 Aust
Inf Bn In tho consolidation of the ground won.

The dispositions after thls re~orgonisation was
cffectod wore:

Pn HG, HO Coy 098366
A Uoy OL13%74
B Coy 998396
G Coy 003405
D Coy 001379,

Potrols to search the enoriy positions on tho daxl
ilver line s~lvaged large quantities of enemy equipment and
many docurienti Fror1 Frisoner of War inforration two 70rmn
cuns and onc 8lmnm mortar werce unearthed.

To assist tho 57/60 Aust Inf Bn (AIF) drive on

o MOBIAI iiver a2 patrol base was established on the QGONATA
F’ ver "3-% 54%?54% ﬂﬂdpﬂpﬂl'ﬂtﬁd in the area SOUTH of HUIN Road

bounded by OGOJGATA -~ MOBIAI ikivers. This base was maintalined
until 20 June 45. From this base we successfully harassed
the cnermy inflicting casualties on hin.
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12, THE MIVO QIVER ATTACK

On 19 June 45 D Coy noved to and occupled a defonse
ive locality astridc BAIRET'S Road at 047374, 18 Il advanced
from company IO on 2Q June and established a base as 070335,
Frori thils baso patrols covered the areca NOWTH of BITN Joad
boundod oy IOBIal « MIVO iivers to give cormpleto topographical
report as to the Lerrain for tankubilitf, censtruction of road
and possible company objectives on the BIIN iHoad. These were
carried out in prevaration for tli coning attack, Further
patrols operating HORTH and SOUTH of bhaso WEST of MOBIAI uiver
had contaets with onony patrols; attacking and causing him cas-
ualtics.

Cnn 22 June 45 Bn HEG roved to MUSAEAKA Area to
015575 so as to be at a foeal point to control the forces under
cormani,

tfurther patrols from A Coy, D Coy and Bn HQ oper-
ated In the MOBTAI - MIVO itiveorsa gector selecctlng Battalion
aggenbly areas, concentration areas, stores areas possible ob-
Jectlves and L of © to objectives.

soanwhileo a bulldozer teart had eut LAWNS Track to
as far as 18 I'l buse. This was only Intended as a tanlkabls
road, all stores to be carried by boy lines,

Cn 28 Junc 46 D Coy plus 18 Il rioved to the pro=
posed concontratlon arca at 083365 and tool up a dofonsivo
locality., n the sane day 4 Coy moved %o and occupled boago
vacated by 18 Pl at 070383, 11 P1 B Coy ecaric under dircet
cormand Bn HY and noved to position vacated by D Coy.

On 25 June 45 A Coy joined D Coy In tho concentrate-
ion area 083365, 1l Pl noved forward and occupled the vacated
A Coy position, 2 Tp and P HQ Tp A Squ 2/4 Aust armd uwezt
0ved to the concentration area preccded by the bulldozer tean
: who constructed a road, they bivouaced in 4 Coy locality,

Burlng; tilds period of rmoverent to the concentration
aroas vigorous putrolling was accompllished to proteet the roves,
dony (1o encry reconunalsance of our intentlions and to familiop-

180 as many as poasibie with the country to be traversed during
tho Brizade attacl.

A forward B Echelon base was eatablisiied in the
concentration urea and as rueh atores and egniyrient us was
poseglble was brousziit forward to this base, This was done to
acoslorate the rnovemant during tho final phases,

On 27 June 45 ths Battalion, to bo cornmitted in the
Brloade assaul®t on the WOBIAI -~ 1IVO line consisting of 4 and D
Coys, clemcnteo {5 doy, 11 Pl B Coy, as reserva, and taetical
Bn HO advanced to the sclectad assenbly arca, D Coy preeceded
the advance to selze the ground and protect the #ain body's oc-
cupatlon, T™he covpany reached the rreviously sclected aroca,
the forward clenents saw an oceupled eneny position so they on-
gaged then killings 9 and wounding 3 then noved back 200 yards
and occupled a dofenaive locality, The battalion assoribled in
thls arca, Tae tonks followed the advance of the Battalion

and b'j" 1600 hDUI‘El tj.:_g unit WS ﬂatﬂbliﬁhﬁd 1 5 dof
logality as follows: o olid defensive

Tactical Ba HE, Elerents HQ Coy, 11 P1 092361
4 Coy plus 4 Tp, A Sqn, 2/4 Aust
arnd Regt 093358
D Coy plus P Hq Tp, 4 Sqn, 2/4 Aust
Arnd Regt 092359,

On the afternoon of 27 June 45 Artiliﬂry concentrat-
lons were placed on knovn enemy position forward of D Co In=

vestigating patrols on norning 28 June 45 found this nsf;iﬁn
vacated, tho artillery firc having been very accurata?
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Cn 28 June 45 reconnalsance patrols from both 4 and
D Coys rnoved to their objectives for 29 June 45 to recconnoitro
cnenyy dispositicns, strengtiis, proposed company localltices and
sultable routs for construction tankable tracks to objectives.
Those pafrols accomplished their tasks, gaining all the nocoss-

ary infornation.,

e 4T 1500 hours on 28 June 45 16 P noved forward to

091346 and occupied a defensiva poeition, this was the selecetod
FUF for D Coy fox the attack,

4t 0700 hours on 29 June 45 a GDY wlth 4 Tp, A Sgn,
2/4 Aust Armd Rogt and bulldozer team and D Coy with F HQ Tp,
A Sgn, 2/4 Aust Arnd i2¢ 30 and bulldozer teanm advaneced along thelr
axls to their conpany forning up points. They then formed up in
preparation for the attoclk. Due to the heavy rains on the ni-ht
28/29 June 45 ihe cround had becore bozgy and rmade rioverient of
the bulldozer and tanks rmeh riore hazardous than expoected, In
view of thls tho time factor hed to be ro-considered. It was
learnt that F HQ To, 4 Sqn, 2/4 Aust arnd ket could not negot-
late the route as talen by 2 Coy so they were returned to Bn HQ.
4 Tp, A Sgn, 2/4 Aust apnd degt with a4 Coy were experilencing
difficulty and nrovenent was groeatly slowed upe
In,view of this the Zormander ordered that the companies advance

wlthout tank suppori, the tanks were to reach them later in thoe
consolldation stages,

After a terrific air bormbarduent, 44 Corsairs bonb-
Ing and straffing the objoctivee, A and D Coys advanced preceded
by an artillery and nortar creeing barrage, Due to the re=.: .
stricted novermont of the sround troops by the heavy undergrowth
and rugzed terrain the support barrage had to be held in sone
stages of the advanco, By 1500 hours both corpanies were cone
gsolidated on thelr respoctive ob jectives astride the BUIN uoad,
4 Coy on tho IVLNL Rivor abt 099357, D Coy on the KOOPANI River at
089351, The heavy welght of the support and the swift advanco
of our forces had completely driven the cnery from his defences,
disorzanisingz hin. The only one cnery who was seen was wounded
by 4 Coy during their advance. On attaining thelr objectives
clearing patrols werec deapatched to B Coy 58/59 aust Inf Bn on
the WEST and D Coy 57/60 dust Inf Bn (AIF) on the EAST.

The clearing patrol from D Coy contacted an eneny
party 400 yards WEST of the company locality and after an ex-
change of firo returned to company position- This sector was
cleared of eonery on the norning of 30 June 45 when an arroured
patrol fron tiic MOBIAI Ford area 1roved E4ST to D Coy. Srall

enory harassin: parties still continued to ambush on this sector
causing it to be vigorously patrolled,

The soctor between A and D Coys fror: IVANA iiver
to across the KOOCFANI Jdlver saw a series of actions in the clesr-
ing stages. On afternocn of £9 June 45 a patrol from D Coy
rmoving along the 0N side of the BUIN itoad to A Coy exploded
A rlne when 800 vards EAST of the corpany locality making the
cormiander a casuslty, the patrol returned,

The total support used by tho Brigade for the attack
on- the MOBIAI - IIIVQ sivers was:

88 alrcraft sorties
2500  Arbillery shells
2865 tfortar borbs,

On 50 June 45 both A and D Coys concentrated on as-
certaining and raintaining that the area from A Coy 58/59 Aust' Inf
Bn to D Coy 57/60 Aust Inf Bn (AIF) was clear of enerny, in cone .
Junction with both flankin. battalions, at 1200 hours the sector
was declared clear of enemy on both sides of the road.
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At 1300 hours on 30 June 45 a bulldozer tean with
escort moved from A Coy WEST along the BUIN Road, | |

iver the dozer was bogged for two hours and extricatod at 17

hours, the party then advanced to m&ka B Coy ~roa ﬁhﬁiﬁ fT:j_s
Mﬂ& for night 30 June/ 1 July 45, arty ga v afvanced
yards WEST when a 150mm gun, on the 5%% de of vaad

enmmaa the bulldozer scoring threc direet hita, killl
woundingy 4 of the protection anginaﬂr party. The bulldoztr wis
remdered unserviceable and the patrol broke contact and rotuprncd
8o A €8y. Shrapnel from the shelling fell in the D Coy local
wiileh was approxinately 300 yards NW of the aection, ma#mg
maither damaze nor cashaltiasn

D and A Coys patrolled the ama 5% nﬁ ﬁw
Read Bo% enly minor clashes were made, ?15
eneny tovenent w.wo scen, moving both BAST an

footpads.

3 On the morning of 30 Juns 45 the Pedre gnd escort
pErty were :J,r?ﬁuslmd on LA 'S TRACK, vicinlivy of MOBIAI &dver
crogsing., The party was roturning fron & burilal., N1l casa ‘i“
tiew were inflicted by the Jaupaneso. 11 Platoon left Bn E@, in
the Mﬁrmm and attacked this arbush position Killing 4 and
und 2 eneny. The L of & froxn T:it‘;‘mmul{a to Bn HQ was then

wd clear of NNy o

On the night 30 Junuﬁs July 45 the enemy made a
govles of haragssing ralds on D ZJoy locallty but was met by w
g fire from 1nfmntry WoaDOons,

Haragsing fire was directod on the eneny gun p
ion forwamd of D *”'z::_{ logadity by Artillery throuch tlxe night
30 Junma/l July 46 |

AL 10@@ henrg on 1 July 46 foll an artillery
cm&mmmn ef 200 rounds, 16 and 1& Fls with flarethrower
sport, from the 15 Aust Inf Bde Jsf.w) Flmetﬁmw mamJ
gkod and captured the enemy 150 un afn at 020540,
sltdlon was a maﬁtemi@cﬁ of canou :
earing patrols hw not ﬂbﬁ ma@ a'& vhoush v iaieu
they had passed wﬁ. in fost of it., The gwa %ﬁ canpletels
M@‘i wi%l‘l a cunalng wire stringed az‘r&nﬁamm in tho buwéles
aﬁigtﬁﬁﬁﬂ o make a fire lans on boin ? wlled and m&amﬁi-ﬁn
mi leasod, thevoby corpletaly concokling the gun's proscnes.
on BAES sotien o sABINEes Wope SOTLOTES by o4 SDGP Eﬁ?ma*

A further bulldezer cnpoube fron A % fodWoi’ ¢} %
by @ wine, wilch had Been placed in a rud puddle, wﬂrdﬁ
of tlie oowmpany locality. The dozer was badly émaﬂad and the
griver rondered a csavalby.

1430 hours on 1 July 45 tho Battalion had beg
ﬁ Aust Inf Bn, and tmvgffh&ﬁ: Yo Eﬁ:r MUSAKAKA ap

‘q@ b Gy

Wﬂﬁian area for re-orgaonisaeticon and rest and

Q&tﬁi of & peserve force. B and G Goys wero 8%1il aghl
ating ¢ dn the KTNGORI - KATSUWA Area (paf pavapgraph 15)
pogitions of the Battalion oa at 2 Juiy werds

B Ha, H2 Coy 045318

A Coy 048

B Coy CiEW'?

¢ Coy 087407

D CGoy 047574,

w A8
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135, KATSUWA - EKINGORI - COMMANDO ROAD ACTIONS

In the Brlgade encirclement of the enerty defences on
the OGORATA River line, 57/60 Aust Inf Bn (AIF) roved frorn the
NORTH flank, Our Battallon was then glven the responsibility of
this flank protectlon.,

On 16 June 45 11 Fl noved to KINGORI Area via BAfiETS
Road and took up a defensive locality at 052429, On 17 June 45
the remainder of B Coy with 4 Tp, A Squm,2/4 Aust Arrid Rost joined.
11 Pl at KINGORI, Durin; the move of both forces no contact was
nede with the eneny, also local security patrols around tlie new
conpany locality reported no rioverent seen.

h a patrol from 11 Pl, on 17 June 45, established cone
tact with an eneriy force at 068421, estirated strenth 20, patrol
enzacsed thern then broke contacte.

Cn 19 June 45 C Coy less 15 Pl who were at a patrol
base on the OGQORATA River, advansed via TAI TAI - COMUWANDO Road -
KINGORI where they sta ed the night with B Coy at 058430, No
eneny were contacted enroute.

i At 0300 hours on 20 June 45 12 Pl rioved out to clgar

gOmuagﬂﬁ Road to KATSUWA to allow freedorn of rnoverient of € Coy.
at 0830 hours ¢ Coy advanced fror KINGORI Area enroute KATSUWA ,

. moving In rear of 12 Pl. At 1030 hours 12 Pl established cone
tact with stronzly dugs in position estimated strenpth of 60,
Ihe enery used 11i:ht machine zuns, rifles and knee rortars.
12 Fl engaged thon broke contacte C Coy roved forward and
corbined force wlth 12 Pl. Artillery concentration was then

accurately put on the position. 12 Fl returned to thelr Coy
Looallity.,

C Coy outflanked the enemy defences and reache
KOROPO River area at 074405 where it bivouaced for ni:ht 20/21
June 45. On 21 June 45 the company continued the advance
reachlng TOHODO River 600 yards SOUTH of COMMANDO Road at
087407 where it took up a defensive position.

15 Pl moved from MISAKAKA Area on 20 June and
staged nizht 20/21 June 45 in B Coy locality, On 21 June 45
they contlnued their advance along COMVANDO Road to rejoin C Coye
Orders were 1ssued to attack the known enenmy position at IERI
plantation at 063421 enroute, Contact was madle with the posit-
ion at 1115 hLiours. An attack was launclhied bud due to tlie enery's
. guperiorlty in nuibers and fire power the platoon broke contact.
15 Il Conwander then directed an intense accurate artillery con-
centratlion on tiie position. They put in a further attack and
found €Le eneny still in occupation. The platoon broke contact
and outflankod the position to rejoin the Company. 15 Pl roached,.
and bilvounaced night 27./22 Junc at, the area used by €C Coy the pre-
vious ni ht. On t.e wmorning of 22 June the platoon heard firing
in the directlon of C Coy locality so the corriander left the rain
body of hls piatoon at the bivouac area whilst he took a snall
party forward to investisate.

A% 1000 hours on 22 June 45 a stron; force of 100
Japanese wlth IlMG, LMG, knne nortars and rifles made a fanatical
attack on €C¢ Coy locality at 087407. Ile was met by flerce fire
from our liG and platoon weapons which forced him to withdraw.
The only nen manning tho locality at the time was a small force
including Coy IIf, porsonnel, the remainder beins out on patrols.
The eneny re-orzanised and put in a series of attacks lastinz
for two hours., Tach tine he was ret by fire fron our determined
troops forcinz hin to retire. At one time his assault reached
our forward pits. In these attacks -we killed 18 and wounded
many and captured quantities of equiprent. Unknown to the
Japanese our aupglias of arrmunltion were near exhausted 1in the
last of their attacks, but a DOUGLAS Kal borber saved the day
when 1t answered a call for suppllies and dropped to our troops.
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: At 1709 hours on 22 June an 11 Pl ratrol with 15 Pl
Cormmander and srmall varty reaclied € Goy, after skirtin; an obw
served anbush positlon 300 vards WEST of the coripany locality.
Both departed at 1710 hours, 15 Pl Cormander to rejoin 15 Fl and

bring them back Zo rejoin the company and 11 Pl ratrol to return
to B Zoy.

15 Pl departed bivouac aresa on 25 Juns and onroute
to conpany attacled.bho lmown enemy ambush 500 yards WEST of
COrpaIy - Tne ambush had a strength of 80 with £ LMGz and
rifles. Due (o the enemy’s superior stvenzth the patrol brolke
conteact and retarned to the Wompany loecality.

Betin B eand € Coya propared dropplnz zrounds and all
heir gupplies were dropped by ploncs, Neerly 1004 recovery
wo.s made each drop und the companies bullt up the essential re-
serve of rations ond armmnition.

The siznal line leid from B to € Coy was rmutilated
each tine 1t waus repaired so due Se tae largse nurbers of eneny
in the area it vos deeidud not to continve with this cormrunicate
lon: An alternate llue was lald from MUSAKAXA area alon: the
line of TOHOZO River but this too was rutilated in the same
MAnNer, The oniy cormmuniecation left was W/T so this was used
extonsively,

n 25 June 45 a furtlhier patrol Srom B Coy roved out

and enswring: the cneny wore still in occupation of IERI Plantate
ion harassed it with an Artlllery concentration,

Coupleting one of its tasks € Copy contacted ATKINSOR
FORCE of 57/60 Avat InfT In (AIT), relieving i1t of the pﬂtralling%'
ATTINSON TORCE rmoved baeck on 26 June 45, rcjoining its unit. |
C Coy took over cormiandld Fl D Coy PIB from ATKINSON FORCE.

* Frornn G Coy vigorous patrolling was carried out in
all directlons bringing in information that the enery had def-
enslve posltions alonz the COMUANDO Roa< fror: IERI plantation
to KATSUWA Flantation and he actively patrolled this areca.
Further, thie FAST c=1de ASTILS Crossing wae occupled in foreo
with outpost poslitlons on #EST sides He also had positions in
the area on the EAST side of the TOIIODO River 2000 yards SOUTII
of COJMANDO Road. Qur patrol policy was ordered so as to
actlvely operate in those areas to pinpoint his positions and

bring Artillery concentrations down, also to harass hir at every
. opportunity.

Yo agsish tha atback ou the INOSIAL -« MIVO Rivers
13 P1 £ Coy with ¢ne section FPIB operated as a fighting force in
the aroca on the WEST Bank of thie IIVO River 4000 vards NORTH of
BITI donad, Contacts were made with the enery harassing hin.

Un 29 June 45 encny parties were seen forming up
forward of B Uoy locallty at KINGORI rist. what mas deduced,an
attack but artillery defensive firc was ealled fop dispersing
hin, foreclng hin to withdraw, Enonty partica also eut the
signal line botween B Coy and P 19, bub contirual contact
patrolling prevented any sorious disruptions 4o corrunications.

A patrol frori C Coy on 30 June 45 observed a party
of Japancse on tlie COITTANDO lwed in viéinity of KATSUWA Plantat-
lon, estimated streonpth 70/100. Ihe cormiander thousht they
wero noving to e ZAST, thils was proven correct at a later
dateo. The patrol enguzed then theon broke contact,
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Purther patrols over the period 1 to 7 duly have ase
cartainced that the enery are in occupation in strensta on the
EAST bank of the MIVO River in the ASTILS Crosslin: area, Fosite

ions were pinpointed, rezistered then artlilery Concentrations
directed on them. Investizating patrols always rcported the fire
riost accurate. On 6 July 5 patrols reported the area WEST of
KATSUWA to NORTH of COMIANDO Road area clear of enery, exstensive
positions alonz the COMMANDO Road reveal a conaiderable forco

vacated the area on approximately 3 July 45, moving to the BAST,

As this report is completed the action in the
COMMAIIDO Road - ASTILS TROSSING area is s¢ill in progress,

Total casualties for the corbined force B and C Coys
for this phase of tho operation from 16 June to 7 July arao:

L
“ W

Eneny o6 killed 5 wounded
Own NIL killed 4 wounded
and the followin: cquipment was captured:
4 Riflce

2 Bren Mosazines
i Compass.

14,  GENERAL POINTS OF THE CAMPAIGN
(a) Patrolling

Fron 13 April 45 to 7 July 45 the Battallon
carried out 412 spoelally ordened patrols, this execludes
nornal contact and gacurlty patrols, adhering strictly
to the 15 Aust Inf Rde (AIR) policy, visorous patrolling

was at all times kept up, denylng the eneny use of the

ground, galning the necessary lInformation to plan the op=
eration, finding the eneny's intention and defeeting hin
in detall in the patrol fizht,

This policy called for a major physiecal effort,
patrols often beinz of three or four days duration and

coverin: lonz distancoes. On nmany occasions up to 70 per

Sent of rifle companies were eriployed on patrols in one
ax e

(b) Artillory

Whonever targets prescnted themselves full use
was nade of artillery Support, investigating patrols were

always despatched and Invariably reported the flre rniost
accurato. |

Forward observation Officeps accoripanied patrols

enabling eneny positions to be accurately resistored so as
further concentrations could be directed” on thon, This

practice produced zood recsults, Intorcormunicaiion probe
lens were solved by takiny two W/T sebs with each patrol
or, where possible, layin: sisnal eable.

2 Aust PA Regt always had a. Liaison Officar on
Battalion HY and full co-operation wis always had, facilit-
ating use of this valuable support,

(¢) Tank Support

Both A ondB San, 2/4 Aust Arnd Regt were attached
to the unit throurshoutthe campaign. Due to the training

with this arp preceding the operations and the initial
Phases of 1t a technique of battle co~operation was effected

allowing the maxirur: uso of the combined force in the dese
truetion of the ENONTY o

/
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(d) Enzinecers

15 Aust Pd Coy (AIF) assisted the Battalion's
operation by renderlng engineer assistance whenever re-
quired. Close lialson between forces _reatly facllitatoed

hils acconmpllishrient. In;ineer bulldozer tearns were en=-
ployed 1n all advances, preceding the tanks so as to clear
obstacles and construct creek and river crossings. Ifine
delouslng partles from this company were always made
avallable, nininising the casualty rate and speedln; the
clearin; of the areca.

(e) Air Support

Larse concentrations of eneny in duz positions
on bein:s pinpointed and rezistered with artillery or
riortars were always glven attention by alreraft.

The pinpointing of the target area by asmoke
cannlsters from elther artlllery or mortars was valuable
1n enguying thc alr strike was directed at the place in-
tended, Alr Jtrlkces were known to be most accurate.

(f) Alr Reconnailsance

‘Bothh Tactleal Reconnalsance and Artillery Re-
connalsance were rmade good use of, they belng on call
waenever rocquired,  Partlcularly good work was donc by
this arm 1o thelir irmmedlate appearance upon request during
hostlloe shellinz perlods, more than once they were able to
pinpolnt hostlle puns and so asslist 1n their destruction.

( ;:;J 1iGs

2 Pl was used as a platoon to support the
PORQOUTTI « HONGORAI Rivers attack, they having provided on=-
fllade fire on the objective durin; the advance, 1In ghiﬂ
support they ensazed .a"7000 wyards target exponding 26000
rounds. The eneny replied to thus fire by countering wlith
150mm sun concentration, thls did not deter our firc.

A sub scctlon of one jun was allotted each for-
word company, in this role 1t was found invaluable in de=-
fence., In many cases playlng an lmportant part in re-
pelling; counter attacls.

(h) Mortars

The mortar platoon during the campailgn fired
18008 IE borbs and 534 smoke borbs. This glves an indlc-
atlon of the 1imvense support supplied by this platoon.
ew metiods of reglstration of targets by Alr Reconnaisance
were used with good results, Also new oranisations of
flrinz teams were tried out, these are reported on fully
in part IX, The offort of thls platoon 1s considered an
all time record,

(j) Tk A Platoon

This platoon mailntalined at least one gun as proe
tection of Bn 6, one jun in support of forward rizht
company and the remalnder of the personnel were employed
at B Echelon in escort duties.

For the [IONGCRAI River crossing two suns were
brouzht forwoerd, supplyin:; covering fire for the advance.
In another instance thoy were erployed to engage a sus-
pected troo Observatlon Fost at a lon: rance. Thelr fire
was cxtrenoly accuratas, h

(lz) Ploncers

5 Pl wore maintained as a part of the protective

force for Bn 112  They were also eriployed to assist the
rovemont of tunks in the advance acting as an ensincer
tean. This platoon was also called on to super?isﬂ and
construct corduroy on the roads,

- D0 o
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() Rest Carp

Full advantoze was taken of the quotas allotted
the Battalion for 15 Aust Inf Bde (AIF) Rest Carip at TOKO,
In the course of the operation each ran in the Battalion
spont at least “me pericd of thres days at this Rest Caripe.

Thls was of immense value %0 the Battalion and
1t 1is felt that the adoption of the rest curp, 1ta ex-
cellent surroundin;s, the faecilliities laced at the dis-
posal of the men, by 15 Aust Inf Bde ?&IF),HQ, with the
officient manner in which it has been eonducted, has
helped reatly to assist skin coriplaints, morale and
seneral  happiness of the rmen.,

Lot e R S

The role of the Battalion for the period of op-
eratlons was a heavy one, but the conditions were suech that at

he terriination of the period under review the Battalion as a

whole was fit and not unduly operationally tired, This 1s
proof of .the orzanisation, supervision and flzhting of the
force under the 15 Aust Inf Rde (AIF) policy, Throughout the
opcrdllion a percentase was at all tirmes beln; rested at a

ﬂ?ﬂciﬂl rest eamp 1ln a rear area, this disallewed operational
tiredness to eventuate.

All objectlves allotted the Battalion were —ailned
end all tasks carried out, The oxeellent manner in whioch the
task was conpleted belng proof of the hard strenuous and ex-
tensive training prior to the operation, also to the plannin;
and thorou:zh preparation, the adninistration and the quality
of the troops under corand.

I'ull co=operation siven by the supporting arms and
services attached to or su§plyin; the unit and the close support
siven by the Air Forece, he ped greatly the attalnment of the
object.

In the peried of operations the total casualties
inflieted and sustained were: -

Enery 817 killed ‘ 66 wounded 6 F W
Own 52 ldlled 6 died of wounds 142 wounded

Attached 13 killed 15 wounded

end in addition a large quantity of oquiprient was captured,

The Battalion is now a well trained flzhting force
wise frorm the valuable lessons wilch have been learnt fror the
operation and with a hish rorale, It is now resting, re-or-an-
lsing and further training so as to be conpletely fitted for
tlie task ahead,
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24 AUST INF BN (AIF)

AEPORT O  OFERATI ONS :
PART TIVE
Q0 {dEPORT

This report 1s divided into two scetions:
| Scetion I  Cperations
Sectlon IT Intellizence

SECTION I - OIRRATIONS

1, PREPARATORY TRAINING

During trainins on tho Mainland and at TO(OKINA %the
issue of verbal and written orders was widely practiscd, all
sub unlt commanders were required to prepare exerclses and to
practise tho lssue of orders to their own particular sub unit.
This trainins was extended down to cection Leaders with the
objecct of teachin: the commanders of varlous rades to orsanisec
thelr thinking and to plan in Sequencae, When tiic unit comne
monced operations the value of this form of tralning wac amply
demonstrated, Because of thils systom, which Las now becone
& drill, not one instance occurred, durlng: the whiole of tlae
period under review, when ony doubt existod in the minds of the
subordinate cormanders of their tasks, objectives and roles.
Crganised planning did much to ensurc thie success wiieh tho
unit achleved in every opceration in which 1t was onzaged and
enabled the system of supply and replenishment to function so
smoothly that never at any time werc troops deprived of a2 hot
meal, barbed wire or ammunition on thelr objectives.

2o ADMINISTRATION IN OFERATIONS

It was found that the administration functioned
efflclieontly under 21l conditions when the HG wos establisiied
a8 one body, hen a Forward or Battle i) was established 1t
was found more practicable to move forward only that part of
the 19 concerned with operations. One clerk moved forward
Witih the Adjutant and zeted as a valuable link in obtainin:
details of casualties stren;ths and movements of compaenles
waleh were collated and tiien telecphoned to Weor O e nus,
althoush the administrative Section was practically divorcod
from the fi htin- in thess instances, accurate corpilatlion of
the necessiry returns was always possible,

Company administration, generally, wcs ood bo-
cause the efficicncy of the Tronsport Platoon was such that
records were invariably avail ble shortly after consolidation
on an objective thus meking possible a quick and aeccurate
rendltion of necessary returns, In some cases, however,
Aifficulty was experiencod throush a Company movin: to o dist-
ant location with o depleted boy line, which necessitated
leaving some portion of tlic rgcords behind, In Instoneges
such as those, however, the Coy Clerk was able to carry suffic-
lent in his pack to meet immedlate roquirements.

Oe ISSUT OF ORDERS

Wnen operations commenced all verbal orders 1ssued
at '0' Group confercences werc confirmed in the form of the
standard Operation Order, Thils necessitated the offico staff
working lenz hours with a poor l1light in 2 blacked out tent and
1t was felt that the time spent and the delay oceceasioned in
issuing this type of order w.s not warranted,
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lost orders other than for Battalion uttacks, wepe
1ssued at night and sencrally took the form of a teleplioned
order to the Corptiny  Commander concerned., As seecurlity in
hnege telephone conversations was most necessary 1t was conside
ered desirzble to always conflrn the orders in writing so bhat
locations, map reforences and times given in code could be
checked, It was found that the speedlest method was to 1ssue
the order in si-nal form ériploying the codes 1n use and to
send the signal only to those persons required to take immede
i1ate action. By this method 1t was possiblo to 1ssue full
orders the same ni-ht, Sirultoncously with the preporation of
the sisnal a roncod form ¢f order In clear, was prepared which
was delivered by runnecr a2t first ii;ht the following morning,
This system worled Admirably as 1t allowed the sub unit commande
era tino to malke preparations durin- the nizht and to have the
complete ordor in clear in time to work to it during the actual
opecration the next day . When a Battalion operation took placs
4 complete Operation Order was delivered to all sub units at
least 24 hours bLofore i dours,  Althouzh last minute altorations
had to be made ocecasicnally, this disadvantase was offset by fthe
fact that sufficlent time was alwaws avallable to discuss tlia

ggeiatiuns with all ranks so that hey had no doubt as to thoip
sks. .

4e  STRENGTIS

On completion of leave In October 1944 the unit con=
centrated on the Atherton Tablelands with approximately 600 all
ranks in the unit, Relnforcement drafts durding Novembor built
up the strenzth to over 700 and intensive opon warfare training:
was ecarried out, ledical raclﬂﬂsific&tiﬂns, dlscharges and
transfers reduced this fizure somewhat, but further reinforsec-
ments kept the strength fairly constant wlth the result tlat

on arrival at TOROKINA the unlt was 28 offiecers and 672 other
ranks strong, Whilst training at TOROKINA a further culling
out of older men took place, mainly on a reciprocal transfer
basls with 2/1 4ust Guurd Regt, and fresh reinforcements ..lso

| When the unit moved to the TOKO area, at the ead
of March, the strength was 28 officers and approximately 700
o0ther ranks, of wiiom some 30 romained as"eft out of battle"
pParsonnel,  On 13 April, the day the unit rmoved into operations
&L CLINGU River 1ts strenzth was 31 Officers 670 other r.anks
Plus 1 officer 29 other ranks at "left out of battle",

During the twelve wecks of action mlleh followed
many casualties were Suffered by the Battalion and durin-: the
nontih of May the total avallable in tho forward apon averazed
only 30 officers and 6350 Otlier ronks, Linited roinforcements,
Lowever, plus tlig return of carlicr battle ecasualtics built the
fizhting strensth up again and strict man nanagement to countep-
act the skin coriplaints arisin. from continuous patrollin: eon~
abled tiie unit to complete the MOBIAT - MIVO iivers operation
WiGlh 2% Officerg and 569 other ranks in the forward apes &nd
1l officer and 8% cther ranks at "left out of battle" and pest

Camps, makins the total untt strengtih at that date 28 officurs
and 632 Dthe? ranks. :

: Thus, the Unit, aften threc months of training; and
threo months in actlon wag only 40 less in numbor tlhan on the
day of disembarkition at TOROKINA, :

¥
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Detalled history of casualtics suffcered 1s contained
in the MNedleal ileport. An analysis of the easualtles suffored

during tho campai’ n show that, based on an averae unit strensth
of 30 officers and 650 othcr ranks, 40% of officors (or 2 in'

- every 5) and 26,3% of othor ranks (or approximately 1 in cvery 4)

; becamno battle casucltles. Evacuations thwrou:h illness remained

remarkably low durin; the whole period on the Island and no ape
prociablo differcnce was noted whilst the unit was in operations.
This standard of _ood health was a direct result of striect man
monajenent, efflclient medliceal trcatment, and a very hish stand-
aprd of catering.

Ce RET NIF'ORCEMENTS

Unit stren;th was malntalned by drafts nmainly fron
Trainin: Battalions, wiwo had eompleted a course of trainin - at
he CANUNGRA Jun-le Warfare Sehool, With a few exceptions the
rmen, wilose avera e aze. was about 20 years, soon adapted therm
selves to unit tralnin; and proved quite efficient in action,
The surprisin;ly low standard of education, hhowever, proves a
bar to advancerent of nany of these soldiers and has nade diffi-
cult tlie creation of a 200% rescerve of specilalist personnel.
Before leavin; the mailnland 1t was possible to sond a few 1111it-
erates to an AAES Qourse and the lnproverient siiowm was nmost ~pat-
YEyinegg The men's loaders have cormented that, wailst tle relne
ggriimgﬁts are well trailned in weapons, are lLardy and well dis=
§~ ned, they appear to possess only a very rudimentary Kkno v
i:aﬁinﬂf such Eigul subjects as naviation in the
;» use of the cowmpass and protractor, ]
briefed: very closely and as acuuﬁate corpass aAE e

d riep work is an
absolute necessity in jun-le t. _ % "
cided disadvantazg. {i 08¢ men have been placed at a dea

jun;le, nap

Reinforcements marcied in on a reci 2 |
: ; 5 : :clprocal arran eme
with 2/1 Aust Cuard Ret, whereby personnel under 30 years of ag:

were cxchanced for unit personn T
& £ el ove 1t are e
satisfactory. T that age, proved most

Reinforcerment offlcers proved capable an:

e F 2 Nelr dutiecs most satisfacto T
fiac unit was fortunate in that 1t was able to prorote and taiilgn
el arstf senlor NCOs who had all
ke ' L opcratvions in lNew Guineca, Thes
i§rsi?iifparienffd and battle tried youn? officers were a Eécided
a&ﬁi'u ton to tlie unit and by thelr keenmncss and skill played
- Part in the success of the operations. |
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SECIION II - INTELLIGYNCE

_ Durin - the trainin: periods at TOROKINA and lIATEL a
geries of intelll ence cadres were conducted with tlie object of
standardisin; work within the section and to train 100% reoserve
personnel from tlie eompaniese This object was aclileved. This
reserve was fully apprceiated whon personnel were called upon to

rcinforce tiie section due to depletion from attendance ot Ll
Sc¢liools and diaschares,

Ppior to commencin: the PURIATA - MIVO Rivers cuampal-n
due to lessons lecarnt in trainin;, 1t was seen that the scetion
War Establisliment as laid down was insufficlent to carry out tlie
tasks requlred to perforn. Fuprticr 1t 1s essentlal to lhave at
least one tralned reserve Intelll ence Officer to be able to tako
over 1In tlie event of tiie present one beconln; a casualtye In
view of thils tie sectlon was enlarged to the followin ;s

IO

I 0 (Learner)

1 5S¢

< Cpls

8 Ptes
a furtiior onec Opl and one Fte were away attendin;; schools.

he distribution of t..e section was as follows:

Bn II2
Group 1 Group 2
10 I 0 (Learncr)
Sab 1 Cpl
Cpl o Ptes
Recorder
Drauzhtsman
1l Pte
Coys

Each rifle company was allotted one private.

¥itlh the allotment as such 1t was posslible to effect relief of
company personnel by interchian in; witlh the office personncl,
Furtiler, advanta e could be taken of the reost carp quota and so
the section, each man 1In turn, recelved a rest.

Group 1 was responsible for the runnin; of the intell-
isecnece office, whllst Group 2 handled the outdoor traverses,
patrol reports, war diary and the keepln. of post reccords.

Mhis system was found to work smoothlys,

Duc to the L of € havin~ been thoe BUIN Road tlrouii-
out our advance 1t was possible to carry more office jear then Iin
previous operations, thls allowed for a nore elaborate =t Ule
The intelli~ence offlcc consisted of, office box (this was built
prior to t.ie unit comuencing operations and was a conplete office
with 2 map boards for situafiors'at a pinch, this was all that was

necessary to operate as an office) one GS table, one FS tuBla agd
forri, one 1irmprovised table and a sheet of 3 ply 4 feet by <2 fec

6 inches for a situation nap. The office used an Australian
'attern Tent. Group 2 used a tent fly havin; one GS table, ona
S table and form and threc rortar boxes of stores,

Each company man was supplied with a portable outfit
conprisin- board, tale, paper, pencils, ruler, protractor and
messa e pad enclosed in a waterproof cover.

Durin; the campal; n all stores requisitioned for werc
supplied witii {iie exception of chinaraph penclls of wialch tliere
was a distinct sioortaes Full use was nmade of dye line work in -
tile duplication of maps or sketclics., -
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' all special patrols ordered were briefed by the
Intelll ence Officer with, where possible, the use of air photo-
Lrapiis e Cn thelr return they reported to Pn HIQ where they were
interro ated both by the Comrandin: Officer and the Intelli ‘ence
Of ficer so that the detailed information could be extraehod. .
In the case of less luportant patrols the company intellil gnec.

private under tie direction of the conmpany comriander briefed and
interro ‘ated tle patrols.

mily summaries were issued of tlie current operation
so that the troops could be fully kept in the plecture. In
addltlon company inteili jence personnel kept situation rmaps and
prorul jated the situatlon to the troops by visitin: platoon by
platoon at least once per day. Resular visits were rade to the
conpanies by the Tntelll sence Officer wio ave the latest in-
formation on all i(vronts, the eneny position and the commander's
Intention. By troops beln; kept fully in the plecture it con-
tributed to the rorale and stanped out PMurours.

On all inmportant patrols inbelli-ence section per-
sonnel were attach:d to do the traverse and collect the inforn-
ation. This brin s out the point of the necessiby for addit-
ional trained reserve.

Sltreps were subnitted periodically tliree tines daily
and in addition all inportunt information was sent as a SITREP
immediately followin; the happenin -, Included in these reports
all the essential topo jraphical detail was included.

All traclis in areas when occuplied were accurately

traversed and all topo jraphical information collected to brin-
exlstin: maps up to date,

In the advance the company intelli-ence man was
responsible to accurately traverse route so as to pinpoint the

spot whenever it was asked for.

NB. Attached as appendix 'A' to thils re
rpe port is dia~ram of
Intelli ence Office Box as used durin: operations.

w 89 w
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Lo THTIONDUCTL ON

Tlhe problems of supply durln; the campaliin wore nNany
and varleds, The canmpain bein; conducted alon; tho axis of
BUIN Road provided a jpod L of G The nperqtiﬂn does not i?
any way resemble previous ones whlch This un't partlecipated 1n,
navin s snelr en L of ¢ it bordered on mohile warfare. Iiclow 1s
;ivanban outiine of supply in phases of the operatlon.

2e PREPAATION FOR £PERATIONS

In the arcas of TOROKINA and TOKO the final preparat-
lon was couploted in roadincss for tiie operatlone This entanlled
tlie drawin of 21l stores, ineluding War Estebllshment of aivaun-
itlon, rations, wire, countrolicid and uncontrolled stores.

nations consisted of 5 days reserve SWIA, 2 days FOR
and one cmergconey ratlion per man. The 5 days SWIA was reduced
to & days when the battallon became bri;ade rescrve aftoi tle
HOLGORAT « POROREI Rivers operation.

4ll rations and stores were orjaniscd into ccuclons,
staff tables prepared and the final reductions made to nalie tlic
unit as mobilec as was possible, Durin: the stages of the cane
palm, due to thls complete preparation, only few clianjecs were
necossary and these constituted minor clizn;os in B Echolon stores
and equiprient,.

3.  FIASE ONE

(a) This phase covers tie period of operations from S..INRU
River to the IIONGORAI River linc.

(b) Durins this phose B Echiolon chianjed 1ts locatlion four
timess These rnioves werec made to ablde by the Battallon
policy of keepin: B Eclielon as close as posslble to Bn 2.
Thie sltling was always 1n a contral position so as to be as
near DID as Bn dfe This was effected witlh one exception
wiien the fourtiy move was made, tiils made B Echelon 1800
yards from OID, tihla caused delay because rations could not
be broken up for distribution to sub unlts before 1400 hours.
(¢c) For tho first two moves a dropping zone was consbructed
by unit persornel and ANGAU natlves attached., Tiie unit was
requlred to opecrate supplles from the droppin  zone for a
fﬂﬂi%uyﬂ when tlie Tupply Platoon tool over and established

L A »

(d) During: tils phase 1t was possible to supply companies by
Jeep and trailler with few excoptions. On these excepted oc-
caslons coriponles wero establlished in posltions off tiie BUIN
Road und necessltated use of boy lines and tractor train.

4e  PUASE TWO

The IIONGOiAI ~ I OQROHEIL Rivers attack whish was offect=

cd by a_southern ouftflankln: rove presented new probleris to the
supply line,

(a) In proparation fov blic assault an advanced stores b=se
was esgtoblished at forward Bn II9 at MALLLINS FORD Area,
Inltlally stores were transported to this base by jeep but

due to ralns the ~oad boeane non-jeepable and traetor tra.ins
i1ad to be used.

- B0 @
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(b) Wien the companies launched the attack a tractor train
followed the tanks alon; IIATSLERS Road with B and D Coys.
«Danks were tactically loadel whieh sreatly assisted in the
storcs rooching the cbiective in the consollidating staes.
To & Coy native carrier lines had to be usede

(c) VWhen tho companies reached the objectives beforc the BULN
2oad was cleared B € and D Coys wore suppdicd by jeeps and
JSIractor tralines and A Soy by native carriors. On the clear-
ance of LULH Hoad all suonpliies wero transported primarily by
tracter traln and thence by joops and trailers via the BUIN
Rood.

(¢} This operation was sreatiy assisted by the work of B
Lellelon and ite starf whe worited hard having all stores in
the company-areas when roguired.

e PIHASTE TN

A BT

i I L O ST T e
1

- Lhils phase deals with the re-or-anisation of force,
following the advanee belin: taken over by 68/569 Aust Inf Bn (AIF)
and the Battalicn besoming Brizade reserve. As part of this re-

organisation B Echelon was moved %o a position on tlio Junction of
BUIN « iaTi0R Roads,

(a) Tollowin; strictly supervised kit inspections, check cn
contzoiled and uncontrolled stores the rnnecessary ilssues were
made ensuring that the War Establishment was maintained.

(b) Inquiries into loss of aldl storcs was made fron wilch
stops were talien to prevent furtiicr losses.

(¢c) Durin- this period tho SWYA Reserve Ration scalc was
reduced from & days to 3 days,

(d) All eompanies havin: sultable Ls of € 1t was possiblo
to supply by Jjeep and trailers during this phase.

6o  PUASE FOUR

The advance to the MAMACOTA Road Junction and the
selzing of the HARI linc comprisos phase four of the operations

- (a) G ooy carried out the role of cutting tlie TAI TAI road
betwoen the forward bastalions, thils nnccessitated a cross
counsry move of 4000 yards, During this task the company
w33 supplicd by native carrier ling.

szmfha camainder of the Pattalion bein: on the HAMMER and
EJIT doads wore supplicd by joeps and trailers,

Te P b, L{"JIE FLVE

Wmaka V7 TR s e o . L

- his perlod covers the re«or:canisation of the forece
aftar the nttack on the a2l River lino.

(a) Pho battalion belngs dispersed aloa: the axls of BUIN -
TAL PAT - IIAVITER Roads, supplies were kept up by 3eeps and
trallors.,

(b) Re~issuesof stoves wicre necessary wore rado.

<l _EULEE E‘rl}:
ihe concenirabion of the battalleon iR tho MUSAKAKA
Arca, tho attack on tho MORIAT » MIVO fivers MRe, tlio feiios

and return to thic MUSAVAXA Aroa 3is deoalt with in this phasos

(@) For this phasc B Behelon was nmoved and eg8tablished 200
yards from DID near tlie Q9GORATA River,.
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(b} ¥or the assault on the MOBIAI - MIVO Rivers line 1t vas#
ncceasary to eatablish forward supply bases to keep paeca
vith the adévances The firest base was made at MUSAKAKA,
theonce in co=ordination with the advance further bases at
TA'IIS PASE - BASE ONE in the concentration area EAST of tho
TOBILAI Miver and ot the Battle Bn IIQ slte, Movement for-
vard to these basos wore to MUSAKAXA by Jecp and tralkctor

troing, for the ronainder by native carriersand tactically
loading tanits,

(e) In the assault on the BUIN Road the forward elerients
wore followed by native carricr lines whieh had e necocss-
ary sterce on the position for eonsolidation.

(d) These carriers worked throuzhout for two_days settln
a1l *lie acourmlated stores to a~base on the BUIN Réad on
tlho WEST of tlie MOBIAI River where thiey were movod Lok GO
rear 110 at IMUSALKAKA. ,

(o) In this operation 150 native carrlers were maintained
at the forward supply bases. In respective company arcag
and in the bases 6 days SWFA, 2 days FOR, one emergency
ration per rian, plus all essential cooking Selr Wae
acecurmlateds

(£) A and D Coys were relieved by 42 Aust Inf Bn on 1 July
1945, Apmunition, wire and cooking gear were handed over
to the rellieving forcoe The remainder of the stores were
moved back by tractor train, the road being Ilmpassable To
jeeps.

(z) Bn iIQ moved out with thelr stores along an alternato
routc to WEST bank of the MOBIAI River, Buln Road arca
tiienco to the MUSAEAKA Area.

(1) The captured prime mover "The HAMMER" proved invaluable
in tlie transportation of the stores durlng tihie latter phase
y of this operations

D o PIIAST, SEVEN

e B s w2

he operations of B and € Coys in thie KINCORI -
KATSUV.. - COMMANDO Road arca are covered 1ln this phase.

(2) The nove of B Coy from the IARI Area to XKINGORI was
made via BARETTS ROALD, This permitted thic use of Jjecps

and traillers, tanlks and tractor tralns for the noverent of
storcs.

(b) O Coy moved via CONANDO Road stazing at KINGORI for
-one ni;ht thience to TOHOD0 River - COMMAIIDO Road area %o
0874C7. For this move native carriers were employed.,

(¢c) Due to the cut up condition of BARKETTS Road 1t becario
non joepable and the lack of available tractor tralns tle
only alternative supply methed from B Echeclon was hy native
carriers, To ease this situation both B and Cf Soys con-
structed dropplng zones within thelr defensive localitles.
I'rom then on 4ll stores were dropped by alr, the parachutes
beling returned via carrler lines, A zood recovery per-
centase has been obtained thiroughoute

10, LHASE EI GIT

T e T ol B s el bl

-Thls deals with the period of rest and re-organlsate-
ion that is at presemt takin; place. A, D, HQ Coys and Bn 0
who are 1in the MUSAKAKA Area are mostly effected by this phase.

(a) A complete kit inspecction of personal items has been
held and gll shortases that c¢an be have been i8sued,

(b) Check on 2ll controlled and uncontrolled stores,

(¢) Weapons have been inspected by the armourer to ensurc
they are up to standard.

B e
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(d) All axes cre bein repaired and sharpened.

(0) Inguirics into all lossegs of storcs are beln; conducted
to ensure ulhat the ncocessary procauntions azainst loss
LG nexon in the futurg and that all are fully aware of

.y Thedr rosponsibility In cskrin: for 1ssucs.

(£) Hesorye rations wort chocked anc balanced, then con-
sumed. |

() The Battalion reoverted to normal ratlon supply, carryin:
onec days SdT4, 2 days FOR and onc day cmcr “cncy per man

- eV gy
A0 il B B

T g W S e T L —

In the assault it was the policy to have the stores
all proparcd so that inmcdiatcely the word was recoived that tho
objcective was cleared tho sborecs werc taken to thu companioes,
This called for preparvation which had to bo thorouh as in tho
case of boy lines all loads were made awaitin: tho a3l mal.

1v was also found necessary to havc dvplieate scts of

stores ready in the covent of tanks or tractor train not bein
able to jet throu 1 to the corpanics,

GENERaL FOILNT'S LND LESSONS LiasNT

1 IV
T
S e P i e g B W o i ey L o] il il FrerTepaay T "

La HATT ONS

e o A W s e N

“he Battalion was maintained throu hout the operat=
lons on the 8WPa Ration seale, both fresh and A0y o

(a) iations were drawn dally from DID, delay in drawing
racions was sorotined caused throuh air mu{ntan&nua piana
beln: delayed by weabher condi%ions, or condition of BUIN
woad delayed axrival of supplies frow TOLO. Thls delay was
elirinated to a :peat extent, by a stroke of s0o0d fortune
and intelli jont appreciation of the position by the WO
Caterer; dunin: the first scries of aip drops to the Battale

| ion, vxcess dry rations werc obtalned, sufficient to nulie up
onc days #aintenance ration faor thc Battalion, this resorve
was leld in the ration store, It allowed dry rations to bo
broken up into coupany lots carly in the riornin; or, 1f ncc-
tasary, tho nil 1t befores On the arrival of fresh rations
only 45 ninutos wes required to corploto the ration break
e de days lssue of dry rations then became the rescrve
and tould ho drawn from DID whon transport bocarie availuble
tiaroush the day,

(b) The SiFL iuation 18 cxcollent as lon; as 1t can be cookoed.
Toother with the almost dally issue of fresh rations includ-
in; fresh meat, potatocs and onions, with bread issued daily,

tho Bauttalion lived on a balanced ration, the hest in any op-
orations durin: the war. |

(c) POR wore issved to patrdds of lonrer duration than one
day, or on a erdsé country Bove when ordored Uy the Badbal-
lon, Lé 18 suz cBhed that bthe unexpended portion of tho
days ration, ie, SiFA, bo left in theo caoklouse and a)i
patrols live off -*0R, The SUPA sation 18 nmost unpalatablo
wien uncookod, also mon have to carry different portiona of
the ration, e3, su-ar, salt, tea, otc, thon 1f sepuarated they
are sithout a conplete ratione. he ratior. 1s also 1ssued in
company .Lots and for patrolis a Purihes break ¥n bas to be
made in company arcas, in sone cases this couses an. unequal
distributilon as +19il essential items are difficult to break
Qp cvenlys I8 SWPA ration is to be carried by one day
patrols, the mosht satisfachory for nany reasons 1is for cach

nan o carry billy beeof and bHiscuits,
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(4) Reserve Ration tu... over, = i
.The followin: method was adéipted to turn ronorvs
ration over overy three or four weelisi-

Procedure in the conpanies:

1 Iaeh conpany carried 5 days reserve S.FA, On a
certain fixed date they conrinced consuninz the
I‘ﬂtiﬁ}n- | |

11 Day 1, one days ration is cojdumed, plus fresh
ration delivepred daily.
i1l Phe sane progcedurc ia adopted on Days 2, 3, 4

and 5. |
lv Day 5, tlie new reserve ration is delivered to the

conpany . If the tactical position warrants it
the delivery can be made on Day 4,

Frocedure at B Echelon:

1 Days 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 fresh rstions broken up and
delivered to companies,

11 Day &, new reserve drawn from DID and broken up
into conpany lots, boy loaded, and suitably narled
with paint. An adequate supply of sand bazs apd
corn sacks rmst be held in the ration store, The
reserve was never boy loaded for Bn I or B Lehe
elon, except Advance Bn HO for erogs countey

roves.
111 Day 4 or 5, reserve delivered to cormpanies.

(e) Ba~s and Bread Containers

It 1s necessary to cormence operations with no
legs than 1500 sandbas., Corn sacks were obtaincd fron
DID on every available opportunity, the ration stcre can
never carry too many. Bread containers rwust be returned
for the purpose of boy loads.

(f) Fuel

1 Ran:e fuel was air dropped in 4 -—allon coniainers
for the first rnonth and then drawn frorm DID in 44
sallon druns. -

ii A close check was kept on companies to return all
eripty 4 allon containers and sufficient were ob-
tained to last the Battalion for all phases of the
operatlons except the last two weeks when an addif-
ional 30 had to be obtained from DID to supply the
Battalion for the outflankin: nove across tlhe
MOBIAI River. A count of ermpty drurs at } Eclhie
elon on 3 July revealed 30 in jood cendition but

__ without bungs thus bein: unserviceable,

111 CGompanies had a tendency to use drunsg for latrine
seats and for boilin- clothes etec. This practice
was soon stopped as sufficient flour and wheatmeal
druris were available for that purpose. In gpite
of all instructions to return all enpty fuel drums
tihe return was not over 70%. All drivers had

| orders to collect empty dpums from companies but
unless they had close co=operation with CIS op
unload..i; personnel in corpanie s their task was

made exceedingly difficult,

2o L UIPMENT

- The position re-ardin; equipnments was ‘enerally -—ood,
Eﬂppliasrbein; readlly obtained from B0WO0, arpd adequate stoeks
held in 7 store,

EHJ Thq_uﬁﬂgﬁ rate of equiprent web, especfally packs was
ﬁ'?ater blan anticipated, because wn “~conim; wet no fac-

tied existod for dryin: ther out, the yabBins
corrienced to rot and the stitches fear cut,

- 34 -
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‘b) Canvas stretchor tops for evacuation of wounded plazod
o heavy demand on available ateeks whillst the Patialion wos
forward, Durins the last month replacerents were obtoincd

T

frorm X5 Aust I"d Amb,

(c) Tents half shelter were always in snort supply. Qe

- Pattalion cormmenced operations with one par ran hut Liostdio
silellin @ took a lhoeavy toll, at least 309 wore part uscd wien
1saned and they soon courenced to deteriorate and becora
unserviceabls, Replagenents were part used havin: becon
withdrawn fror 7 Aust Inf Bde, Qround sheets and caoypes
antl as wore lssued im lieu, On 1 July 100 corbination
Gonts gholtor half and round sheets, ealled IONGI08, were
recelved, still leavins about 100 required to brin: Pattal-
ioa up to full stron :th, :

o SOFTROLLED S10R1S

Weapone destroyed by enemy action and lost 4n acilon
werce ccnslderable whon the battalion was forward, due to hossile
sbellin : and reat patrol activity, Replacenents wavo in conpuny
areas within 24 hours of bein : reported.

4o CLOMUING

; Ihe maintenance of clothin suppblies worce excellaont .
the only shovtare was in size 11 trousers for tlie f'irst gic o

5¢  TOOLS

L L T —

(a) Loss of axes was considerable due to ne;loct, shellin:
and corduroyin ;. Afer tihtenin; up the control of toois,
dovn to sectlons, the vosition inproved, asasisted by further
1ssues from 15 Aust Ing Bde (AIF) and some found in old Loty
positions,

(b) Althoush no dcfinite proof exists natives were suspected
of keepin B axes i1:¢-ued for corduroyin . Closio chumpnrutimn
withh ANCGAU reprosentative is egsential to check all tools in
before natives return to the coripound.

L 4

Goe ‘t" I‘Eﬂﬂ

Alr droppin:s of wire were unsatisfactory, racovary
averacin- fron 304 to 40%., A company requircd 30 coils for coch
nﬂw'pu?itimn oecuplied, stocks were held at B lelielon or in o

talion durmp in o forward cofipany area.

7. BCOK HOUSES
() Bach company had at least &wo hydra burners in worli
order.  The LAD Representative rioved awound at every opport-
un}?y repairin- and replacin~ burners. 16, was fouud bhat
a dlﬁh standard of raintenance was essential to keep burncrs
worlking satlsfactorily, '

(b} One table 78 wes wsad in each cook house, excenlt wlie
coupany was bein: maintalned by boy line. g

(¢) Fleld ovens desl’ned by the WO Caterér, rade out of bLuo
44 fallon drums, were found to be extremely setisfacbory ond
took the place of Fowlew stoves. They only wei -had 8o
pounds and werc easiep to handle, | :

(dl Water containers wsed wore 44 sallon drums, A% tirad

& Jeep and trailer was required all day to maintain suppiled
of water to two op three corpanies, The drunme rust be Le. !

well clear of the rocad but still accessible to tlis wethon 2
trﬂilﬂri
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(e) Whén companics wero accessiblo by jeep two half 44
callon drums cut len th ways wore Supp 1ed for the washing

e f i 8 hi throu hout the Battal
standard of cooling was hijh ThT'O chout the Battal-
igé.ggg ng small credit 13 due to the cool:s ior the meals

provided.

8. CANTEIN
The supply of canteen ~oods was re; ular and satis-
factory. orders worc placed by corpanies on Fr.udy and deliv-
ered on Wednesday or Thursday. Pulk canteon supplles were
obtained each Tuesday.
(a) Goods were jasued on the credit system, with a card
for cach man, no 00ds were supplied unless a man had a

eredit balance on his card.
(b) Whilst away fron POROKINA two bottles of beer pcr man

por woelk have been purchiased and held at "left out of

battle".
(¢) To start off the canteen sach man pald in at least 2,

subgequent sums were transferrod direct fron nertbers' pay
books to his cantean credit card,

O POSTAL

The rall delivery had 1its uga and downs due to the
shorta~e of planes. The longest period without mall wag 4 days.
On parcels bein delivered at B Echelon they were forwarded tr
companies at first availlable opportunity.

10, PAX

The pay Serzeant made ro-ular visits o coripanlen,
14 yas intended that he should make weekly visits but this d]
not work out and taere were complaints, which were eventuullrh_
overcome, mainly fromn pergonnel who were out on patrol when y4j
representative was in the corpany area.

A close cneck Was cssential at all tiwfa by EiEHH‘1
Cnarternaster or Transport Officer TO Se€€ taat canvecn ;ﬂnhaafgl
nall were despatched as soon a8 possible and that pay rPEpT LTI

ative made his visits.

11, ARMOURER

The armourers made inspections of weapons in company
areas at irreular intervals. As the LAD always had a Jop
more fregquent visits could have been made. They did an éx-
cellent job in servinj hydra burners.

12. DROFIING ZONES

(a) The droppin:; sround requires to be cleared 150 yards

by 50 yards wita & jeepable circuit round 1tT. The B Eea=
elon or DID needs to be on & flank to avoid damaje Dy oVer
or under drops. ‘

(b) The T panel and DZ code letter must be left on Tic
Droppin~ Zone at all times, otherwlse planes will not drope
(¢) Air droppings to isolated coripanles was excellent, tho
only losses sustained were On rpee drops due to the conbaln=-
er or drum breakin; .

13, MOVEMENT and LAYING OUT OF B E CHELON

(a) It has been found that to move B Echelon forward during
a lull in operations wnen transport requirements are not

heavy, even then the loan of at least 4 ASC jeeps pius unit
transport was necessary to complete move in one day. "Where
the road will stand it movement by ni ht usinz 3 tbn trucks

was satisfactory.
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(b) On an averase there wore 80 jeep traller loads to be
moved, this included delivery of daily maintenancs rations
to comvanies.
(¢) It is most imporitant that the area be paced out, ir-
respectlve of undergrowth in order to aveld conzestion.
Similarly the sizhting of the track circuit requires careful
plannin s, Allowance must be made for area to accormodate
sta :in: personnel.
(d) Area must be well prepared and laid out, sims posted,
holes du_ with overhead cover, fields of fire cleared and

- wlre erected at least one day prior to move.
(e) FErect as many tents as possible before movorient of stores,
due to shortage of personnel all are roguired for loadin-,
unloadlin; and escortin: jeeps on day of rove.
(f) The use of natives to clear area and ecut tinber for over-
head cover would be of reat assistance us it has been found
that tiie men concentrate on di  ~ins holes and preparin: over-
head covor with the result that novemont and stackling of
stores is delayed., This applied in particular to transport
drivers wio are unable to prepare lholes and overhead cover
whilst ferrylin :; stores,
() Yhe si-htin; of B Ichelon depends on the tactical sit-
uvation, but consideration siould be _iven to the fact that
the closer 1t l1ls situated to DID the guicker the rations and
armmuanition can be supplied to companies.

14, PREFARATION O STORES FOR BUYLINE

el

(a) All containers, boxes stc must be clearly marked with

company 81 n. dhere two Battalions are usin; same L of C
(e outflanking move over the MOBIAI River) they must have
a distinuishin; Battalion mark. White palnt was used for
markins,

(b) To avoid delay in movement of boyline

1 stack boy loads in line alon: track
i1 where ammunitlion is carried, _enerally riore than oie
boy load, carrying stick should be firmly attached
to container with twine or wire.
111 have sandhags for wrappins around colls of wire
1v have escort in position for quick rove.
(c. All that is thon required is for boys to take up load
and nmove off, tirie about 5 minutes. If no preparation is
made delays of up to 30 minutes or more can be expectoed.

15. CONDUCT OF BOYLINIES

(a) The strict supervision of native carricr lines cannot bs
overdone. It i1s esasentlal that sufficient escort accorpan-
les them not only as protection but to maintain stron; ¢on-

trol 1n the event of an eneny contact.

(b) Care rmust be exercised to ensure that the native llnes do
not enter the company area until the objcctive is taker and
cleared of eneny. Laxity in thls has caused serlous c¢on-
fuslon and loss of stores,

18, GARDENS

Fora~inz of ~ardens has resulted in KAU KAU and
pumpkln supplementin; rations on a few occasions, thls deronding
on number of personnel available to collect same.

TRANSPORT HZFORT

o

l. MOTOR TRANSPORT

() A particularly heavy task has fallen on transport section
during these operations, vehicles rarely bein; idle and long
hours have been worked by both drivers and vehicles.
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(b) War Eatablishnent

Unit transport as per War Lstablishwent is NOT
sufflcient, 1% bein~ frequently found necessary %o use ASC
vehicles for theo purpose of supplorentin~ unit regources,

One vehlele ench day is srounded for mainbtenance
purposes tiws ensuring complete check, cleanin: and raintoen-
ance routine is carrlied out each el ht days.

One vehicle is constantly ernployed cartin: water.

This leaves a total of 6 vehicles avallable for
drawin; rations, ammnition, petrol oil lubricants, wire,
ordnance or other en—ineer stores fron DID or Prisade, as the
case ray be, )

In adlition 14 trailor leads of company stores are
regulred to be lifted as each company rioves (with an avera-e
turnoround time of 15 hours - not nevatly due to distance ED
be traversed, but owln: to eondition of tracks. coupled with
con~edtion of road with other vehicles), 3" Wortars are
usually In support, ticreforo, an addjitional 4 trailer loads
mast be catered for 1n rost dases,

hus it can be seen that if hore than one company
has to be moyed on any onc day and if cxpenditure of ammunlt-
ion (particularly 8" lortar) has been heavy, difficulty will
be experlenced in agitlicr.
1 shifting the company or corpanies
11 replacing expenditure of arvwnition, wire,
petrol oil lubrlcunts etc, or
111 distributin: rations to companies (daily
mailntenance) .

Frequontly other detiands are made, ie ur-ent docu-
rments to Bri ade, IMILO #et-up to be rioved, vorsonncl trans-
ported bo rest camp, si-nals despatelyr service, cantoen SUpe
pPlies to be drawm {ron anythin® up to 20 niles to tLo roar.

Therecforos on occasions, particularly when a 0
(averase 40 trailer loads) or B Eelielon (60-80 trailer loads)
i1s In transit, as rmany as 6 ASC vehicles lLave been enployed,

Use can also be rnade of tlhese vehlcles to trans-
port barbed wire fron en ineer dump to D Kechelon as tiiey re-
port for duty. This wire has been found to be far nore sat-
isfactory than that air-dropped to DID.

1t 1s considered that 'far Estah}ishment ghould be
amended to inelude a minirum of 12 trucks z ton 4 x 4, with
trallers,

(¢) Method of employment

Below is set out a typlcal day's work:

0600 hours - malntenance carried out

0650 hours -~ 3 leeps report to a corpany to move stores
8000 yards. (Trallers have been loaded with
#lre previous ni ht to be dumped at old corp-
dny #ite (if on main L of ¢) thus ensurin;
bttt brlp from B Echelon to company is not
wastol apd savin: novement of wire by spec-
1al trip ldater. Drivers breakfast whilst
stores are loaded at company.

0700 hours ~ 1 jeep outward mail and despatches to Bri:-
ade, water trailer is loft with party to be
filled at nearest dgweck en routes. Reriains
on water duties for remainder of day, in
sourse of which it perf'orms siznals despatch
gervice tluties and %ranspurbﬂ hot lunch to
work partles ate,

- BB
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0715 hours = 1 jeep required for use by Bn HQ.. 3taging
personnel, ordnance stores ete are tallen iron
B Echelon to Pn iQ or companies en rovte,

Used by Comnanding Officer and other dutics,
If possible it 18 returned to B Lchelon in the
azuornoon for mailntenance rations.

0750 hours - 2 jeeps cormence ferrying 3" Mortar bombs from
DLD to forward battery position. 1l returns
at 1300 lours for ration duties.

0745 hours - 1 jeep commences waeklg maintenance and 1s

srounded for day. May worked until this
time 1f necessary.

0830 hours ~ 1 of 3 Jeeps shiftin~ companies returns to
B Echelon for drawing rations from DI and
is thiws employed until 1300 hours.

1500 hours - 5 jeeps are loaded with daily maintenanco
rations, ran-e fuel, ploneer stores, ordnance
stores ete, 1 trailer load to each cornpany.
Vehlcles are now all employed until 1500 =
1600 hours, dependant on dilstance and condit-
lon of track to companies,

1500 hours = First jeep to return pieks up poatal sexr ‘eant,
collects inward mail and trailer load of cloth-
in; from BOWO. Eriployed till 1630 hours.

1530 hours - two more ration jeeps return, back loaded witl
enipty drvms, hydra burners for repair, etc.

1l moves tank attack sun 3000 yards forward,

the other joes to DID for two 44 rsallon drurns
of petrol,

1545 hours - Fourth ration jeep returns - had been bo e
several times on side track to flank conpang -
takes out load of ARC mesh for use on saro
track.

1650 hours - Remailning ration jeep returns, had been inboe-
cepted by teleplhione and iven the taslk of evse-
uatin; two wounded men from forward comnany %o
Medlcal Sta_in’ Fost.

1850 hours - All vehicles in lines, daily maintenance 1s
carried out on return.,

Thus, the main principles to be observed are:

i1 Never send an empty trailer when stoves ean he Juadel
to be tranasported even part of the way to theijr luct -
ination. Unless urzently required, jeeps cun Y
held up to 15 minutes while load is arraned, tiwus
saving a possible special 2 hour trip later,
ii back loading should always be arransed until CQUS's
are "educated", when procedure will become autoriitic.
111 The Transport 6fficar should be advised, wiers (093
ible previous nizht, of requirements in order t! al
projramme can be drawn up thus obviatin: unneocegsary
. .Punniﬂgl
1v Supervision is necessary to see that vehicles sre
NOT held up waitin- for officers, documentg beolin-
typed, etc, when other vehicles willl be returnin-
past that position later,

(d) Tow Ropes

Tow ropes should be included as items on vehicle
outfit lists.

(e) Exhaust Pipes

These should be brou;ht out over front bumper.

Seven out of eisht have been scraped off from normal position
underneath chasgsis,
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(f) Winch

A gmalli hand winch attached to chassis could be
employed witlhh adventa e on each jeep,

(z) Maintensance

90% of running is done over corduroyed tracks or
axle deep 1In nud. In addltion %o normal maintenance a care-
ful checl: must be made of the followlng: -

Ti-htness of all nuts and bolts

Leaks 1n radlator and petrol tank

Brake linin—a and mechanian, 01l secals,

Weakericd or broken sprin:s

Play 1n steerase linka-e

deld 1ifting in pinbtle hooks

Efflciency ol shock absorbers

Looseness dovclopin: in castellated nuts securin_:

trailer draw banp.

Tyre pressurcs and condition,

(h) FPolnts to Note
1 Circuits
wherc onpcrations parmit occupants of each
locolity chould prepars,as early as possible; a
Jeepahle track off the mein I of € with turning
sircult and hay for unloadin . Thie reatly
racllitated quick burnabout of vehielos, |
11 Consolidation stores for an advance
lrailers to be loaded as advance conencaos

inn prieritles as lald dowm by the Cormmandin-
Officer, #ere possible 1load should inciude
cooked hot meal, Piongers shonld Ye availablo
in the advance or on success to repair dana o
done to tracks by bombs, Lanks cte and scapash
track thorou:hly for mines,

With this system it has normally been poss-
ible to have company in position at ni-ht complete
wlth wire, reserve ammunition, supportin: weapons,
FELO outfit, 7 days reserve rations, packs and
blanketls,

Care should be taken that trailers used have
pintle Liook on rear (4 of this type in unit) 4n
case traclk cannot be rendered Jeepable, and in
which case a tractor, bulldozor or ifrneither of
these 1s avallable a tank can be used to ot
stores forward. (NB a 4 foot len-th of steel
cable (4") with 'D' connection should be carried
for attaching trailers to last named).

1il Bulldaozer

Bulldozers should when possible be employed
to cut tracks to companics off the mddn L of €,
obviating use of natives, Track should be sepe

arato to that used by the tanks in the ori:inal
advance.

v Minos and Booby Traps

Typod found dQurin: these operations have
been moctly type 9%, ﬂhiﬂh, 1f detonated by a
velicle, h&s not eauset more than minor dama e
(wheel. tyrc and tube aestroyed on throe occas-
ions) Mlnes may be sovetines located vy yellow

stain on ground caused by effent of rain on picric
charge wsuelly attached uncornessh.
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v Overlecading _
A ag;nng attitude rust be taken by drivers

o prevent personnel loadin; vehiecles 1™ excess
Ef E cwt, agd also if trailers are lgad. 1 to

full capacity, to permit no passenzers to ride
on then.

vl Escorts

A nminimurt of one escort should travel wlth
each vehicle at all times. (In this unit, pro-
vided fron band). Some nmeasure of protection
is thus afforded to,and :reatly lessens fatl ue
on, the driver, besides lowerin;; time wasted in
loadin.

2, TRAILFR TRALNS
(a) Method of employment

1 Traller trains have been employed on many occas-
fons, drawn behind tractors cn loen fronm Artlll-
ery, bulldozers or tanks, and with narked success.
Larte quantities of stores have becen moved gulck-
1y over lon; distances in this manner and whoere-
ever possible should be used 1n preference to the
more limited native boy line. In the later
sta :es of the campal n captured Japanese prime
movers have also been enployed with satisfactory
reaults.

i1i Trains should only be used on roush and bo Ty
traclks, difficult or impossible to traverse wlth
jeeps. If only centre or last part of track
from B Ec¢helon to a company is bad stores should
be loaded into pintel hook trailers and towed by
jeep to rendezvous at commencement of bad pateh,
where train can be made up.

There jeeps can et stores throush but only with
difficulty the train 1s a much quicker method.

111 Escort-cun-loadin; party, trained in thils work,
can be of _reat assistance in cutting down turn-
about time.

iv On downhlll ~rade trained escort will apply
brakes on rear trailers which, experience has
shown, will otherwise overrun traln and probably
overturn the lot,

v If all companles are on one road it should be
ensured tnat traillers are loaded one company to
each trailer (preferably with code name marked
on both trailer (chalk) and stores (paint)), and
the stores of the first or closest company 1n
the last trailer etc. so that each company's

trailer can be dropped off, en route, from the
rear of the trailn. Thus trailers can be unload-
ed and turned around by personnel of that corpany
ready to be picked up on tho return journoy.

his saves much otherwise wasted time and allows
corpany time to collect and load enply druns,
killed in action personnel's kit, cte, for back
loadin: to B Echelon. -

e NATIVE BOY LINES
(a) Loads

i Natives in this theatre are unwillings to carr
heavier loads than 35 pounds and are reluctan
and slow if heavier loadin; is insisted vpon.
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11 Loads should always o made up pricr to arrival
of boy lino = stock of sandbazs Lo Do on hand at
231 tiros for thils purposc. :
111 Two boy loads (ammunition, hydra burners, should
be prepared securely tiocd to a stron : polo.
1v Presh rations (bread etec) should be paclied In
11 -ht boxes to avoid damae. This can be dona
at N Behelon before mainténance ravions ur?_dn-
e livered to company providing sufficicnt novlico
18 glvens ) |
v All roserve rations carried by companies should
be made up into boyioads before delivory b
riehelon and earried at all times in thav 8
vi Ariunition shwuld not bo broken down bub
in ori-inal woterprooel boxes.

F =
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A R
e Bscort should not be ferncd out of "odds and
sanat It should, at all times, be undor comnand of an
NCO who shounld roceive certain defiunite instructiong. BT
infantry  section has normally been found suifficient Lo pros-
tect 30 nativaes. 1f the party comes under enemy rire 4o
attitude of the cescort will lar_ely deternine wiictber naGs
tves "o bushit or not. Egscort should Le qAiek GO roassure
natives if fire i1s not in immediate vieiniby. or LIf 1% 1s
not considered to be of enemy ori in.

(¢) Employmont
Natives wlll carry nmore, and in a shorter tilme,

1f 1ven a definite task (number of trips required etc),
before commencement of the day's work.

In current operations e¢nomy invariably slhiclled
forward localitles in afternoon and where possible, rations
should be delivered to jeep head as carly as can be arpean;ed
so that natives have finished or at least delivercd tholr
loads hefore thw sghellin; occurs.

If natives are held in the Battalion aresc for
stretchor bearin . do not use them for —eneral carryin; dut-
ios. These natives are especlally trained and can be called
upon at any hour for stretecher bearin: duties 88 opposaed to

¢ natives fron ANGAU compound who have sct tlrnes of work and
laid down rest days,

AMMUNITION REFORT
1. DBXPENDITURE

Durin: the campai;n just conpleted thie Batbtalion
handled a eonsiderable amount of ammunition of all types, not only
for 1ts own use but algo lor the tank squadron wiilch oporatced with
the unit. This necessitated a considgrable amount of corc hotil
in handlin and stora_ce and only by this was the maximum c¢ffect-
iveness obtained,

The followin~ 1is a summary of the amrmunition cxpended
by this unilt, exzcludin: tank ammunition.

o

205 Bandolie? 42600

303 Carton SRR i

e 003 Belt 25650

9 mm 00595

FITA 16

380 Revolver 122

2" Mortar IIH - R42

2" lNortar Sirwke 18 |

3" Mortazr .l 1B00% (inecludes expenditurse

5" Mortapr Smole 534 winilst attached to
55/59 Aush Inf Pn (AIF)
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Grenades iland 2516

Grenodes Rifle 520
We 77 04
1" Illuninating 47
1% Si: Red 93
1" 8i; Green 56
2 Pdr IIE 90
2 Pdr AP 15

2 STANDARD OF AlMUNITION

he encral standard of the armunition now beln:; sup-
plied 1s very ood, this is mainly brought about by _reater use
of troplc proofin- and possibly by a quicker turnover,

3.  DACKING

The various packincs of ammunition are _jenerally most
unsatisfactory as far as handlin_ in jun-le warfare ls concerncd
and should be reviewed in the 1li:ht of future operations, ospec-
ially in the packin; of 9mm and tank attack ammmunition, those are
too heavy for two boy loads.

4.4 STORAGE

The stora e of ammunition has been generally satis-
factory, frequent inspections of Battallon and company holdinzs
have been made by Ammunition Examiners and not one adverse report
has been submitted, this is very creditable as companies have had
open cases which are very susceptible to tropical conditions and
rreat care is needed in stora;e. It was found necessary, at
times, when hostile artillery was very accurate to dijz in the
Battalion reserve, it was further found that with jood drainago

and ventllation the amrunition was not effected.

De MAINTENANCE

The individual maintenance at first was very poor and
goldiers did not seem to realise that 1t was due to thelr care-
lesa handlin~ that failures occurred, these failures in sorie cases
resulted in casualties. Greater attention 1s now bein: paid %o
this and very few fallures occur, sub unlt commanders rwust maks
it thelr business to see that the ammunition 1s effliciently main-
tained 1f thelr sub unit is to be fully effective.

6. SUPFLY

The supply has been very satisfactory as DID has been
well forward and there has been a minimum of delay in _ettin: am-
munition, ur-cently required, forward,even when ltems were unobtain-
able at the Advance Ammunitlon Point they were expeditiously

?;Egﬂgt forward by air droppin: and all requirements were ful-
ed,

7 GENERAL

It has been found that in some Instances the War
Establishment is insufficlent for this type of operation. This

was most apparent with 3" Mortar Bombs as this close support
weapon was used extensively and in one instance nearly 3000
rounds were flred in one day. MMG entitlements are also inad-
equate to withstand a series of stron: attacks of lon- duration

as are frequenhly stazed by the eneny, a larzer reserve is,
therefore, neecded,
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24 AUST INP BN (ATF)
AEFORT  ON _ OLERATIONS

P N

FART SEVEN

REPORT __ ON _ COMMUNIGATIONS

L3t B EL ot

1. Trainlng af MalTil

During the poriod at MAFEE the Battalion seitled down
to a period of re-orjanisation, re-equlpping, ro-inforcin: and in-
tensive training.

In accordance with the Commander's policy the Signal
Platoon was %o be brought up o gtrenzth and a 100% rescirve of
Simnallers wewrs Lo be trained to replace battle casvaltiosg,

Mis waa effected Dyi-

(a) 60% of the Flatoon a%%onding eithor Firast Auac

~ Amny or LA Div Sisnal Schoods,

(h) Two unit cadres each of a fortnizhit's duraiion
bein : conducted to train the resovrve ov Sl i alilovs

(¢) Use of Si-mallers as much as possible in Ihiialion
Eserelncd and Silgnal Offlce procadutro.

The si-mal equipnent over thls perilod was 1In bad con-
dition and all efforts to obtain roplacerments met with little suc~
CO8 T, Cablo was in short supply, telephones unrellable and wire-
loss sets unprocurable.

Men the Battalion eribarked for an operational zono on
29 Decerber 44, the standard of the Flatoon was nuch higher than
it had previously been, but the equipment was dofinltely very poor.

2o TOROKINA DEFENCE ROLE and FURTHER TRATNING

On takin: over from the Americans in the FENDLETON Road
area tho Battalion was placed on 48 hours notice to take up o def-
ensive locality in the event of any reported Japanese noveunent to-
wards TOROKINA. TFor thls purpose a comrwunlcations network was
prepared, which included L/T and W/T 1links from companies to
Battallion ¢nd also an altornate V/T link fron Compenios to Brigado.

In the meanti-ie the Battallon concentrated 1n the vic~
inity of PENDLETON Road and e~barked on a further period of Intens-
ive Training.

The co-1"unication set up within the Battallon was eX-
cellent as condltlons were ideal for the establishing of a suitable
Si-nal Offico ond the poling of all lines in the area.

Wikh rezard to training the sane difflculties were on-
countered with bad equiprent and lack of cable. The lattcr was
partly overco e in Battallon Exercises by using gignal lines lald
by tho Ausricans to the BPattellon tralning; area. The Aericans
co=operated fully in this rejard,

WMreless scts were still unprocurable wilalr tha roanlt
that froa October 44 until lMarch 45 very llttle traininﬁ'with.wa
was carried out within the Unlt,

Also while in th#s area a further i nei Jodre oL A
fortnisht's duration wns held to train the reserve of al mullers
and an operating school of a fortni ht's duration was held by
15 Aust Inf Dde (sIF) S1; Secs

The result of this period of trainin; was invaluable
as the rreater part of it had been fleld work which enabled sig-
nallers to put in practice the theory taught &t schools whilst at
MAFEE.,

R
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Se OPERATIONAL ROLE TO 30 MY

. B e e S

The perlod In the TOKO area was a period of further
traininz for signallers, Althou:h rost patrols relled on runners
for cotwmunications, a few L/T and H/T patrols were carried out,
which gave sl nallers additlonal tralnin; under operational con-
ditionse.

At this stage equiprent was iwproved a reat deal.

In the perlod of heavy fighting whieh followed and
continued until the end of May when the Battallon adopted a row
serve role, the Si-nal 1 was called on to keep up a comrmnlcat-
ions systen which taxcd the platoon to the utmosts The speed of
the advance nocossitated detalled and careful plamming, orzanisat-
ion of stores, thn laylng of nlles of ecable and a reat deal of
stroenuous worke

Cagualtlies were suffered and the platoon was reinforc-
od fron the reservo pool of gi nallers which had been trained in
the preparation paried.

Lessons learnt froa this operation were any and are
enuierated as follows:-

i The necessity for alternate cormunications was
ephasised owlng to the nuiiber of tilnes our lines

. were cut by the eneryy and blovm up by Artillery
and Mortar fires.

11 The use of L/T on long range patrols into enewy
territory is considered unrellable and 1n sone
cases unwise as 1t was often cut by the Japaneso
and also zave then a rneans of locating our pos-
itions.

111 The type of earth in Southern Bousainville pro-
vlides excellent earth return clrcults especlally
if the earths are carefully —ade, A suiltable
earth used was an unvarnisged condensed nilk tin
f1lled with wet salt and buried 18 inches to 2
feet 1n the round.

lv Lateral and alternate lines must be lald throuch
the jungle well off all tracks. h

v W/T conunlcations are not suitable on short
patrols owinzg to the difficulty of erecting
aerials In thick jungzle and in close proxinity
to the ense+y. |

vi Tho best =ethod when using ¥/T 1s to locate the
cnernty then rnove to a flank where a patrol base
can be established and tlme spent in crecting
an aerlal, Artillery concentrations can then be
brou;ht down whereo required,

vil The UC 10 Line switchboard proved riore reliable
than the 10 Line Magneto switehboard. It was
rore effecctive and less liable to break down.

e RESERVE ROLE, 1 JUNE to ¥ JULY 45

In this role when the Battallon was responsible for °
Ehe flank protection of the Brizade and Coipanles were much riore
uqatterad, the corrunications within the Battalion beca™e morc
difficult to maintain owing to the lenzths of cable which had to

bo lald, /T was used n0Pe extensively than previously as alter-

nate comunications to copanies. ihen C Coy noved to the

KATSU W, . . |
b ﬁ?Tf Area corraunications were maintained for 15 days entlrely

e In the outflanking rnove to the MIVO River the Battal-
on had to rely on native boy lines for supplies and so signal
equlprient had to be cut down to a nminirmun. This called for care-

ful organisation and plannin- .
other stores. planning as regards supplles of cable and

« 45 =
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Many lons raage patrols were operating over thils
period usinrfh? cm 1Y 1unicutiﬂna vhich proved reliable whon bases
were set up fronr wilch the patrul operated,

Pigpecons were also used on a few of these patrols and
when required, werc a satlsfactory means of reloylng lnformatlon.

In addlvion to lcsaons alroady learnt in the earlicr

phases of the cporation, poiuta of wvalue were glecaned from this
later phaso,.

1 Once again the lmportance of altornato
corrunilcatliona.

11 The need for Signal personnel to be attachesd to
cnincor bulldozon tﬂaﬁﬂ, to ensure that si mnnl
cableos are not danaged.

1313 In ood conditions wireless sets 208 rk 11 can
be used at nizht, In one instancc a link was
kﬂgt open from KATSUWA to MUSAKAKA for 18 hours
a day.

1v FPullerphone links to cormpanies specd up the
supply of Information both to and from copan-
los and facllitate the passing of mossages svar
lons distances whon telephone corrmnlcations
arc difflcult. |

v Essentlal signal cquipriont can bo cut down ruch
riorec than 1s originally planned at the bezinn-
iny of an opcrations

vi Tho simal rcscrve of personnel rmst be main-
tained at all costs, which i3 vorified by tho
fact that ten rifle cn any men who are now
merbers of the 84icnal Jlatoon, were brought
into the platoon within aix wocks of tho con-
ucnceont of operations.,

vil The /T codo No 2, at present in usoc, 1s out of
date and neceds revising in kecaplng with Jjungle
warfare

vili The irpurtanua of constant malntenance in the
fleld of all signal equipment, cspeclally wirc-
icsas soels, which can easlly becone unsocrviceable
under darip condltlionse All ranks have lcairt
the logson that sisgnal ocquipnent will NOI' furet-

ion officicently unless this constant malnten oo
13 lept upe

v ECUIPMENT
(a) Pelephoncs

1 "L" Phoncs gave excellent porforrmances under 2ll
conditions,

11 "DVY To™nphones were unreliable owln; to the fact
that tlicy had been iIn constant use for over ©uo
years, and thelir condition at the presont tine is
cxcoptionally poor,

111 Anerlican Type Phones were very rcliableo and _ave
cood scrvice,

It 18 considered that tho War Establishnent for
Telephones for an Infantry Battalion, which is 12 L typeo
phoncs 1s totally lnadequate to mect operational roquircnicnts.

The supply of an adequats number of roliable phones
will ensire that thc Battalion's organisation will functlon
more srioothly and will be more efficlont as a fighting forco.

(b) Fullerphones

Fullerphones gave satisfactory service except for
minor defects which were easily rectiflcd. -
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(¢! Awitohboaris

i U5 45 Idno sroved viib riof'o rolliable t{pn, 0spage
toilly owing to tho shorthize of scnerator telew

11 Mzanetc A0 Linc is gulbe a godG switchboard bub
w15 uniks aroc rore effechbed by electrical dis-
Farbancos than the UE unil¥s and are, therefore,
mopro a1isble to broakdown,

1141 Acocoszories ~ Jords and phups Wwore in short supply
and roguired constant maintenante.
(d) Jabic .

3§ fIT Singie - A total of 120 nlles was lald by
the Signal Platoon and the cable was of jood
al1ail t:_:' A

ii hesault Jable = This was used rainly by the
Mortapr Flatoon and wag found gulte cffective for
sihort poriods, but 1t quickly dctexicratod wiidh
vuoed for too longa

(o) Wiroleoss Sets

1 To 11 Sot - A sot of this typc was at all $inocs
attnchod to Dn 1IQ and provided a reoilable altor=
nate wans of comrunication to Brigado.

11 Wirel~-as Set 202 Mk IT » Thosze sotsperformnod ox-
colleontly under trying conditlons and appear to
vs the bost sect yeb produced for infantry worke.
Tho wain fault was the danmpnoss, which effocted
the interior of the sets. This was roctified
by drying the sets out In Sha sun or in an ovon
whenever possible.

Considering eguipmont as a vhole, the porformancaos

wore quitec up to expectatlions and nost oquipnent has improved
considerably since the Pattalicn 1lcft tho Mainiand,

6. SUPPLY

There was a heavy demand on expendablc stores, but
the supply of these sgtores fron B Beholon and 15 Aust Inf Bde
(AIF) Siz Sec was always kept up to tho Dattallon.

The suppiy of cable was cxeellent, It was for tho
rmost part new coblo but even whon roclained cable had to be used
1t wos found to be satlsfactory- Jable reoguests were always
fulfilled by 15 Aust inf Bde (AIF) without deday.

7. 'TRAFFLIC

The everago nuitbor of zroups passod daily was bo-
tween 7000 and 8000, 5000 of whlch werc passod betwoon Battallon
and Brigads and tho vomainder wlthin the Battallon.

The foilowing reitliods were erploycd for the passing
of traffic:~- o

(a) Telephono ~ All NON SEGRET traffic forword to corpanics

was passod by this ncens when L/T comrunications woreo availe
able.

(b) Fullerphone - 411 traffic to Brigade was passod by
fullerphonoe. Lengthy muaﬁna to companies and messajos

classificd CONFIDENTIAL or higher were passed to companies
by this nieanse

(¢c) W/T = Trafr}o of any classification was onlgepaaaad by
wireless when L/T comunications were cut and then ALL ncsse
ages were passcd in R/T or Tren codo.

'
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(d) Runnor ~ llossagzes sent by runnor were nornal ad-indstrate
- lon nesaages and confirnmation of ncssajes already passed
by scne other rneans, unners were also uscd for URGENT
despatcolica when comrmnications were ocut,

8. SIGNAL OFFiCF JORKING
(a) Exterior

The nu-ber of lines accomredated was approxirately 20,

connected to one UC 10 Line switchboard and one ma-necto
10 line switehiboard,

A llne Torporal was always on duty to earry out rcopaly:
on linecs outoslde the Siznal Office.

Farly in the operation boxes teriiinal were used bub
these were found unwicidy and unnecessary. he systen
lnatituted in place of thils was a franework on to which 111
lines were connected from thence direct to the Fraiea D and
| The eartiis were run out with the metallic to a cross
arn approximately 16 yards fron the Sisnals 0ffice whero
they worc dlspezsed to reduce induction to a niniruan, All
lines were labelled on the fraqework which was also the
test point. (seec Appendix 'at')

(b) Interior

It was found that a staff of four, including the S1maln
Superintendent, wrs sufficlent to riaintain the ignala
Office at most tiaes,

An NGO wap on duty as Slmals Superintendent for 24
hours a day. Iils 13 considered riost essential to main-
taln naxirun efficlency and supervision,

All the necessary Siznal Records were kept up to date
and the Si;nal Superintendent for the day was responsible

for checkling the records and filins them for the requisitoe
72 hours,

9. SIGNAL STECURTLY
e Importance of Si:mal Security at all tines was

%mggassad upon the Si:nal Flatoon and was earried out to the
Ulles

R/T and nap reference codes were always erployed
where necessary and at 10 time were mossazes passed in clear

over line or wlreless without the approval of the Slgnals Super-
intendent or Si1:mal Officer,

ho value of Siznal Security was brousht out on one
occagion whon tlie Japanesge Jammed a wireless 1link working: between
G Coy and T'n 17 "hieh proved that the enery do employ wirelcss
Jlstending posta %o cateh the unsccurity ninded,

Wireless code nan~s, code words and frequencles wore
changed daily at 0200L, ‘his was relizlously adhered to,

(n the whole the Siznal Flatoon was very securlby
minded and this was kept so by the strict supervision of tho
Sisnal Offlcer and NGOs.

10,  GO=QFERATT ON

(a) Within the Brigade

The liaison between Brijzade and Battalion Sisnal
Offlcers was most sratifying throu hout, This close co=-
operation resulted in the conservation of cable, equiprent
and valuable time of sirnallers and was instrumental in
speedlins up 2nd maintaining communications,
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('b) Batwourn ail Avwmy

Co~cperation bebwesn infaniry, &rtlllery, armoured and
engineer units was alsgo pieasing,

In operations the corrunications of a1l aris were dove=-
talled to surpliy mazirun servies to everyone On occacions
artillery psrsonnel were forced to rely on Infantry si mals
for commnications and vice versa and often both infaniry
and artillery were devsndart on the tanks No 19 Set for a
channel of corrmunications,

It i3 vital also that englnesr detachrients co=operate
with signallers,  Heavy encineor equipment can cause untold
damaze to sizgnal tineg,; bat the englneers co~operatad fully
in vhis respsad, aithourh at Himes the damnagzing of cable by
buil dozer was vnzvoldable,

11. EBESONNES,
(2) The strain piacad on sispal personnel AN This eoperation
was partiecularly sevaere not so much from a physienl views
point as fron a =nental viewpoint. The regponelbllity of
nainvaining comrunications undop trying and difiloult cone
ditions 1s =z heavy one, but the platoon responded craditably
and worked as a tao throughout., -
(b) In several instances sl nal personnsel Attached to ¢orp-
anles and patrols Cizplayed loyal devotion to duty in rain-
taining cormunications under Ilre and were worthy of speecilal
riention o
(c) Owing to the Battio Ousualties sustained a nurber of re-
inforcerents were brousht into the platoon and althoush not
éxperlencod sisnalillers carried out any duty allotted them to
the best of tlieir abllity,
(d) Many mistakos were nade, many lessons loarnt and mueh
valuable experience s@ined by alf signallers, The platoon
has carried out its duties to the utnost and are ready to

apply the lecssons leoarnt in any operation which ray event-
uate in the near fuburae, |

RCDIG1026/792
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S4.AUST JNP BN (AXP)
DETQORT 0 OFEBATIONS

i g ey, vy S bl gl i

CART wI@gM

il g T L el

REPOST_ Ol MIDICAL SERVICES

1le BATTLE CASUALTIES

sl F - wld T e 8 W

Bottle carsualtlos for the perilod were:

24 fust Tnf Bn (8IF) Attachoed Troops
Hil;mﬂ in Actlion 32 Killed in Action 12
Med of Viounds 6 Wounded in Action 16
Woundaed 142

Totals 120 20

flend wounds corprlsed 8% of the total wounded.
e USE OF IIUIAL PLASHMA IHFPUSION

e IR e e T e

There was linlied scope only for the use of plasna,
1t was used on two oceasicns only., Both were cases of severec
shock,

In other cascs of shoeck 1t was found that rest nnd
hot drlnks, etc, was d4l)l that wos required te resusitate thc

paticont.

Ihe mlstake was nade early of not holdinz pationts
lon: enoush i1n the RAP, This was rectified later, whon %Liho
wounded were able to withstand better the usually rouzh trip to
hospltel. (Thiz, of coursc, does not apply to head and abddrie
inal cases,)

De LINE OF EVACUATION

Tho ADD wvas usually at least 5000 yards behind the
RAP, sometimes riclh rmore. It 18 conslidered that the ADS was
too far behind as the traclks were particularly rouch, and badly
wounded casgce suffer:d ~reatly by the lon; journoy,

4 USE _OF AMBULANGE JEEDS

e+l s i

Althoush wvery handy anbulance jeecps have a very
1iriited role,

Thoy gaould be used only for "walking wounded" and
rinor leg wounds, in othor words for relatively nminor casualt-
1e8s A1l serlously wounded travelled better by native carr-
lers, This was because tho jeep tracks wore clthor corduroyed
or very muddy, in eltaer cosc the patlent having a vory rouzh
ride no matter now careful the driver was.

Hotwithstanding this tho ambulance jeeps did a
rnarvellous job and are due for a lu% of prelsa. The drivepra
dld everything that was asked of then,

5. NATIVE STRETOHER BEARTLRS

: llative bearers were invaluable, They carried under
ali condlitlons, day or nizit. They are faster than jecps on
corduroy and zive a smootiicr ride.

Wherc moderatsly heavy casualties were cxpoctod ab
least 32 bearers plus 1 ©®nss boy wore attacheds A% tho hHe-
glnning of tho campaipgn those natives wore held at ANCGAU, arriv-
ing at the Batt:olion each morning. This was impractical as
cacualties ofton occurred late in the afternoon anrnd »caches
the RAY at nlght, The natives were then pormanently attached
and held at Bn HQ.

_'ﬁ1 B
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Whowe posaibla, sorio natives vere atvched to the
second forward company, in order to save fine in *4aoehing cas-
1. LT5e 80 J
6,  SERETTIERS

Tho canvas tops of cots folding, with long poles
alons the sides; nade excellent stretchers for native Laarers.
The poles snould be at least three’feet longer than the sanvas.

The Fleld Ambulance usually has to be prompted to return these
canvas top3.

7.  MEDICAL STORES AND COMFORTS

R Rl L T A T T e F e e —

These were rmore than adequate throushout the OpCY=-
ation and the I'icld Ambulances are to be cormended Tor thcir

pronptness in sendinz supplies forward.

Tiic bondwood boxes ori;lnally used for carrying
mizturges deteriorated rapidly and had to bo discarded. An
excellent substitute was found to be steel 25 pdr shell boxes.,
They are relatively 1li-ht, waterproof, and can carry as much
as the bondwood. In addltion they arc rore easily carried by
native boyline, beln  a comfortable one boy load.

Proviously shell dressings had been carricd in
sugar druns, which, thouzh waterproof, are not as jood a8 the
shell boxes.

U S ,5 callbre rmachine zZun bullet boxes were also
used to advantage. A stretcher boarer kit ¢an be packed into

them nicely and they are completoly waterproof, havin; a rubber
seal under the 1lid.

Be THE LARGE GROUNDSHEET

e CECEEGS e S S, EET Sy e e

For tiie battle RAF the 12 ft by 12 ft rubber ground
sheet was excellent for overhead cover. ‘It was used in tio

form of a tizhtly laced lean-to. the lower porder bein.; about
6 £t from the ground and the hizher border about 7 ft.

It: 1s ruch lighter than a fly or tent and during
moves can be used to keep blankets dry.

Os  FPHESSURE LAMPS

E T T suay, e Y

Thiese were nover used, thou i availlable, as a tent
cannot be blacked out sufficiently when they are used.

10. SIIKNESS FVAGUATION

e

¥ U 0 45
P RT I 9
Disrrhoce or Dysontnmy 10
orin Dlseasges 20
Atcldents 5 8
Otliers ' 40
Latile Casualties ("remaining on

duty" wounds beconing infected) 4

149

ll, PREVENTARLE DISEASES

W " — R 1

(a) Malaria
For the perlod, there were 17 cases of malarla;

BT 4
MT 13
Total 7

S —

Two of the Bl's oceurred in ren who had had nmore that four
attacks previously. -
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The large proportion of MI' shows clearly that sone nen
were not takin- their atebrin regularly, AS Atobrin roll
books were fully marked up this means that the personnel
concerned in sorie cases deliberately refralned fron
swallowin: the tablets.

Most of these cascs occurred at one perlod soon
after corpletion of the attack on the ONGORAI - TOROREL

Rivers.
{b) Diarrhoea and Dysentery -
Ton isolated cases. of dysentery over a pcrilod

of 14 weelka shows tho excollent state of the unlt hyilene
and ednecatlion.,

(¢) Dengne
o cases of densue occurred.
(d) Serub Typhus

No case of scrub typhus occurred.
(6) 8kin Dlseases

Fvaecunations &0

Throuzhout the period about 20% of the Dattalion
suffered from sone sort of skin dlsease: Thlis proportion
was fairly constant and serious cases were usually kept
under control witbhin the unit.

Feet woere thoe main dilsability. Whon troops
wore conpelled to wear the same wet boots and socks for
days on end they were very prone to skin maceration be-
tweon the toes and on tho top of the feet. Tinea clr-
cinata and an oczematous condition were falirly common on
the dorsum of the foot.,

Rizid inspections and control of troatment by
platoon cormanders and stretcher bearcrs was tho only sol-
ution to the cffoctivae checkling of ekin disgseases.

12, MAN VANAGENMEIT

In all these preventable dlseases mnan nanajerient 18
the sreatest sinsle faector in keepin( ther: down to a ninlrmr,
By experionce it was found that the ren did not always studious-
1 perforr even tha simplestacts to safesuard thelr health.

L 13, Iu¥SIOAL FITNESS
Throushout the Battalion fought under very hard

L2

conditions. Althouzh at times individual platoons and corpan-
108 were almost oxheusted, a few days'! rest was all that was

needed to bringz them up again to fighting fitness. The ren
stdod up to tho hardships extrenely well, thoughh a few showed
simms of nental wearincss towards the end of the perilod.
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24 AUST INF BN (ATF)
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LESSCONS TROM OPERATICHS

S AF LWL L TLE e N L U T W e W Sl

l. INIROLUCLION
wnclucded In this report are the n2in lesscons walch
woro learnt In the e jcarkation fron the Mainiand end in the pree-
paratory training stazes for these are considered an intozral
part of %he umwn11:nJ

The lessons learnt ln iha actual operation are, in
many cégcs, a repatition of the ones learnt in tralning, but now

1t is more solidly iwp*n“aed and f"-l bcﬁﬁfit i3 beiny derived

frorm thene. Thesa 1e2SONS 4re nuiierous so enly the saliont ones
will be tabulated below,

The SOUTH DOUGAINVILLE canpaizn was cunducted alon;
the axls of the BUIN Road wiaich follows reasonably flat cuuﬁtry

broken by a series of waterways. In the role of 1OATH £1 ank
protectlion in the CCHNVMANDO Road sechtor the terrain is much rore

rugzzed, In view of the major portion having been conducted

alnnU the former the lessons will be considered for that type of
terrailn.

2e SAWNILL

Prior to embarkabion the unit from funds acqulred
o small saw bench operated by an old car engine. This was found
a definlte asset especilalliy in the makin; of crates both for e~
barkation and in the later stages rmovenent by road, and to aid in

the construction of canp sitos 30 as the nmaxiran conforts could
be nade available.

Ag thls is noft on the War Establishnent of Infantry
Mmittalions this urdt congiiers one showld be included.

So -.JRi-LHII‘TG and LOADNHG Sﬁ""mjm“'!

L I T B e e R S I

This 1s an all jrmortant subject which has been zlven
considerable thousht, the followiang are the naln points noted

(2) A1l stores, cach in thoir class, to be solldly crated so
558 to prevent brealka: o8 in Transiv.

(b) Segre ation of sbtores inte prioritlics and echelons so as
the ossentiald stores are made roadlly available as required,
(c) The mnrking of crates wibh serial nurbers and prapﬂrat-
lonn of loading tahle* with conplete inventoniyy of stores so
as cﬂaﬂ;in@ is fanijlfitcd and 1f Anvd Hn i0st storgs traced.
() Shanda aizen for crates to make losiling egsy.

(3 nwrﬂfMII“ se~suued redgpongible pu:aunnul for liaison
dutles with nmoverient control personnel so as to ensurc the
maximunm co-oporation of the icading and despatch of stores,
the safo transitv and loading in cateories.

4, OAMF SITES

The necessity for prior plonning, siting and preparate-
—_— ion for occu.;vinn: tine proposed canp £lve In t“aininuj in resi per-
{1 ods and during operations was well breought out. The nejor loe .-
ons were:
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(2) Orzonisotlon of tiie work so it can be done speedily and

so valuable tire is not wasted, thus ellowin: trainin: to be

co:1 encaod almosht irrediately-

(b) The laying; out of a nodel camp with the maxirun a=ount

of confort, sporting facllities and amenitles so as to pro-
X vide tis necensary relaxation between work periods.

(¢} Strict supervision of the hyglene to protect the health

of all

--lll-il-#

5,  IRWPARATIONS FOR OPERATIONS

—— L — i o ) e e R R T .

For operationg the battalion's storea were or jpiico
into three ochelona, namely:

() 1 Dchoelon - what can Lo carried on the ron and with a
1iniced anount of native carriers. :
() 2 Hchelon - whni daa be carviod with ald of transport,
(c) B Bchelon - secondary stores which are not an imiiedicie
necossity.
Staff tables wore prepared 2ccordinzly, so as to be proparod for
any situation in any :ove wiich had to be nadec.

TIyLs prior preporaticn proved vaivableo in thae later”
operacions wien 10ovod couid be nade Moro SpeodiALy.

Be - PﬂTHOLL}_liL':'{

In keeping with the 15 Aust Inf Bde (AIF) policy
vizorous patrolling was a feature of the carmpalzn. A protectlve
screen was at all tines kept around the defensive locality in
additlion to speclally ordered patrols.

In the period 13 Aprll to 7 July 412 specially ordered

patrols were done, this nurber cxcludes normal contact and sec-
urity pztrols.

These patrols operated far into the eneny rear and
L of C so that deductions could be rmade as to his intentions and
the necessary vital information galned for future operations.

Frior to an attack a series of patrols thorou_hly
co:ibed the area hitting the eneny and ascertaining his strensths
and disposgitions,

| Mony patrols wore accompanied by an Artillery Forwaird
Observation Officer who aceuratoly roistered tar:;ets so that aip

striltes and heavier concentrations of artlllery and rortars could
be directed at then,

"

+i1¢ patrolling in the lattaer stazes was of a ~mch .
nizher standard, provin; that valuable lessons had becn learrt
and apprecisited, These lessons are rany ao only the nwost i port-
ant will be doalt with in this report.

(2) Briefins and Interrogntion

~ie 1inportance ol the corplete briefin: of the
patrol corriander and his patrol cannot be over errphasised,
Hls taslza rust be absolutely clear in his mind and to onsure

Als confidence all the relevant infor-ation known about the
eney must be glver to-hino,

Where possitisn the cotrianding Officer with the nsslste
ance ol tihe Intellijsence Officer should brief ail patrois,
Furthor 1t is desired that the person who Lricfs the patrol
2lso interrozates the corimander so as to ensure that 211 thio
full detall is extracted and the questions required to bo
answered are answered fully,
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It was nlso found that best results wera obtained
by the patrol commender heldinz a conference with membora
of the pabtrol prior to Interrozation so as te onsure that-
nonc of the vital information or detall was n.ssed.

wiaore posslble tho briﬂfing,prn forma as laid dowm
by 156 Aust Inf Pde (AIF) was usod,

As oxisting maps were found riost ilnaccurate air
pinotos wera of zood assistance and allowsd 4 rnuca cleoarcr
brief to bo zlven,

(b) Navi-ation

Bacil patrol detallcd a party who werc rcunonsible
for navization, One man did tho coripass work whiﬁc two
othera paced, =

All personncl woro proviously chockod over 1iflop-
ont types of gsround to onsuro that sll wore famlliar with
vielir cstimated yarda-o.

+the coursc was followed on the sketeh given and at
all times tho cormander should have known whcre ho WA,

The lmportanco of navization being therousily
praetised prior to, and during rest periods of, an oporat-
lon cannot be gtressed too muoh,

(¢) Roports

All tho dut£11 Scen no mattoer how trivial pust be
carefully lozzed in relation to bearings and paces so that
i1t can be pinpointed on tlie map,

Tlic followinz procodure was adopted on the patrols
roeturn. The cormandcr acld e conforence with all mornbaors

of the patrol, ascortalining that no detail was omltted,

Then he reported for interrozation, All tho datall in-
cluding tho important topographical information as a SITREF,
The followin-~ day a complete report as per 15 Aust Inf Rde 4
(AIF) Pro forma with annotated sketch was submitted to 2t

(d) Kalaria Procautions

On tho patrols roturn they were always interros-
atod as to tho malarla precautions taken. It is cazential
tiiat a choelk is always made to sec that all procuations aprc
carriocd out and leave no loopholec as to a casualty hoin- «
cauged throurh giclmoss, |

: In tho patrol rcport a paragraph to statc tlhesc
B P?ﬂﬂ&ﬂuiﬂnﬂwh&d woen taken or not boon talen with an ox-
planction why, was always included.

(o) Dupation

All patrols wont out prepared to stay onc day
lonzer than the duration as 1aid down. ¢z In the casg
of & days, %thcy wore proeparcd for 4 days,

. This enabled patrols to complete tiisir task if
the allottecd timo was insuffieicnt,

(f) Comrmniecation

¢ Wierc possible with lon~ ran-—e atrols eithcr
W/ L op L/m Corirmunication was providod. ¢

%ttacéﬁd to tho patirol ho carrtod W/T and the patrol also
ook W/T, This CAVv0e an altornate link ¢nsuring communic-

‘ _ With L/T the 11ne was Invapiably cut and 18 onl-
¢onsldoredof jood value 1n short diaﬁanauyﬁabrolﬂ- A
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(2) Scouting

The forward scout was abolished and with it tho
corplcx. In place the patrcod moved on a bhroad front in
Croups . In this formation tho patirol could enzaje or
couid outilank the cneny more quiekly and ocasily,

(h) Diastincet Orders

The pronmcditated plan and issuing of clear ordcrs
to tho patrol is of utrost impiritance and willi save livoes,
prevent panlc and disor;anisation. Eachh monmpor of tho
patrol rust be certaln of the plan on making conbtact and of
tho witiidrawal.

(j) Safezuerding of Equipment

ALl ranks rmast lknow that at all timcs the respons-
ibllity 18 thelirs to safoe;nard ogquipment and stores on lssue
to thiona

In the event of a surprlse attack by a forco of
superior nuribers and a withdrawel maede necessary he rust
ensure thaot hé gets hls weapons and equipmont out with hir.
In the ovent of not belng able to retriocve the oquipmont
1t should be damaged and rendered unsorviceabies

(k) Stroengths

With reconnalsance patrols 1t was found that small
strongths achleved the best results.

It 1s desirable if the best is to be obtaincd that
& coriplete sub unit bo eriployed on the patrol, under its
normal commander. Faclhh conrmander lmows the men he cori-
mands and tlielr capabilitics.

(m) BExtricatin: Wounded

lien must not dash madly in to drar out thoir
wounded conradecs, Their extrication nust be nade tactic-
ally by using covering fire to support their actions.
Unless thic l1s observed necedless casnaltics will rosult.

(n) Time Foetor

- Ensure that sufflcicnt time 1s allotted to do tlie
tﬁzk in nand, then the patrol commander rust make certain
that his time 1s used properily.

It has been found that in the past patrols move
siowly and tactlcally on theilr way out and on thelr routo
in_they move quickly with less precoutlion, Inviting cas-
ualtiag, It is a good lesson that the patrol rioves just
a8 Garniully on the route in and on the route out, rererber-
ing taat $hoy are still in the enenyfs terrlitory.

(0) Contantk Fatrols

fontlinual contact patrols were maintained inter
unit, this proved itz valuo in ciearing the L8 of C« Those
coriienced at first light and wero kept up throu:hiout blwe day,
preceding all movemsnt of transport and carrier iincs so as
arbushin: of unsuspecting personnel was avoided.

(p) Security Patrols

| A screon of decurity patrols were ab ull t.ries
kept forward of thc locality to 2lve warning and protecetion
to the forco. As thoy are ¢alled the e768 and ears of the
cormandor, so 1t was proOveh,

%
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(q) Armoured Patrols

Arriourcd patrols consisting of:

Onc Platoon of Infantry
2 Tanks
L Tulldozer

Entincecr Sectlon
Borib DBisposal, Section

wore used to ~ood effect throuzhout the campalgn.

The tasks on which they were employed were as
follows.

i To rezain contact with the eneny oncé an objectivo
was rained,
11 To clear the L of C after the enomy was encircled.
111 To stase diversionary attacks on the enony's flanks
to camouflae our real intentions.

Jith the speclalist personnel attached 1t was
possible to de-lousec booby traps and mlnes, also to clear
the route of obstacles.

7. TIE ADVANCE

As advanc.s were frequent in the operation many
valuable losnons we=e learnt and all benefitted from tien.
The advances redc can be classed into two catejoriosgi-

() thec unopposed advance
{b) the opposcd advance,

The type of advance thiat was to be made was determined by const-

anfl prolininsry’ patrolling which reconnoitres for enemy poslt-
ions, if any, hls strengths ete. Then the advance suitable to
he situation was planned.

(2) The unopposed advance

With the unopposcd advance the best method

adopted was for portion of the force (eze in the casc of

a cornpany, one platoon) to advance, lightly clad with
armoured support and Artillery Forward Observation Of ficeor
and seiza the objectlve. Irrediately on capture bo des-
patch a protective scroen of patrols to jlve sccurity to
tlic occupation by the main body. Next the main body with
all thelr effects followed by thelr transport advanced and

under protection of the selzing elements occupled and dev-
eloped the objectlve.

(b) The opposed advance

It havin: been ascertained by patrollin; that
the entrenched enery occupied the objective or was 1ln the
line of advance, the whole force simultaneously, in bhattle
order, and 1f warranted under ailr and artillery support,

advanced clearin.; the enoriy en route and occupiecd tlic ob-
jective.,

Further lessons cormmon to both categories are: a

(a) The advance carried out on & bro_3 front, as 1n the ecase

of a battalion a two camgany front, was found best. Thils
enabled any cneoriy opposition to be quickly encircled also
scouted a wide area ensurin: the terrain cleared.

(b) The ineclusion of borb disposal personnel with the for-
ward elenents so that the road can be cleared of any exlst-
in; mines and booby traps.

(¢) The full use of all availablec support so that the ade
vance 1s assisted to the mazimun, '

(d) Takin:z full advantage of the close support and as it
were "leaning" on the e¢reepingz barrage,

% BO e
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8, _IIE ATTAOK

RLEE Ll

The noad for extonsive reconnaisance patrols to jain
all the relevant Informatlon of the enenyy dlsposlitions, stren_ths
etc, and topograprhical data so as the commander can rnake hls ape
preoclation and plans -

In the forminz of a plan dlrect liaison betweon cone
rmander and representatlives of supportin; arms, so that the tine
and space factor 13 fully appreclated, 1s all inportant.

The issue of comprehonsive orders to all concerncd
6o that it is absolutely cortaln that all are clear of thelr
taska, Thease orders sl.ouald be 1ssued so that suffilcient tine
ls allowcd for re-issue to subordinates and tae very imporiant
peint of allowin; subordinates to lecture thelr ren and so
place EVEEY man in the "pleturs®,

9, LI DR ELICE

W e R i B el e e L

lany mlstakes were made In this subject in tho earle
ler staes but these brought out important lessons which paild
dividends towards the end,

Dispersion of the forco 1s just as necessary in
jungle warfore as in thc open, as artillery fire will penctrate
the overhead roliase and cause casualtles If forces are
con;cested.,

To allow this dispersion of force 1t 1s necessary
that the jun le is thinned of the under;rowth in the position
1tself while the area forward of the forward defensive lines
1s cleared as far as 40 yards forward of the wire, This allows
vision and with 1t pormlts the covering of a much larzer arca,
"Cover the ;round by fire not by men" explains it,

The unlt of decfence " 1a.: the Company, The plat=-
oons within the company having a complete all round defensive
locality wlth the normal reserve. These platoon localitics in

tuin'beinﬁ rmtually supporting and so the company defence 1s
solid,

Tho use of protective wiring has been fully appree-
lated by all, it holds the enemy charzes in the killin: -round
allowin: hilc deatruction. As tlme and wire permits always
improve the entunjloments attachin: a series of tins and rattles
to Ave warning durinz hours of darkness.

The correct employment of infantry support weapons.
The s8i1tin; of MiG to enfiladeo tho forward defensive lines af=-
fordln; the mazirum k1lling effect, Tasks detalled for the
3" Mortar, 2" mortar and EY rifle, In addition by liaison with
attaciied Artillery Forward Observation Officer an artlillery defe=
enslva flre programio can be reglstered,

The full use of nortar and artillery support to preoe
vent the eneny withdrawing, after being repulsed in the attaek,
from the killing ground, so that he can be annihilated,

Kunda vine raills within the position as a means of
Intercornmunication and to assist movement by ni:ht were used to

Jood effﬂct. hosphorescent branches set up a8 arrows indic-
ating directlong to facllitate chanse of sontries and relicfs.

: Ligtening posts wore established 25 yards forward of
the cleared area to jive warning: of the approach of the eneny.,

Cloarin; patrols despatched first 1li~ht with the
task of patrolling tho aroca forward of the protectlive wire to
ascertaln whotiicr 1t is cloar of cnemy partles who are waitinz
an opportunlty target. ‘These werec used extenslvely.

“ 89 =
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Wells dAuz 3 l%hin hho 200ality to provide tha wtor
Supply or as an alternative sourse,

The holdinz of fire with autonatic woapons until
thelr maximum offeet can be cbialned during the éneny attack was
well brought out, This conceals the preésence of the weapon and
does not allow the ensmy to reconsider his plan of attack,

On repulsin: the attack a counter attsolk force to
follow up the advantaze by pressing his disorzanised forces and
S0 further the killin-,

idyzlene in the locality must be only of the hishest
standard, Lazity of this subjeet 1s the chief cause cf sick-
ness, wilcli means wasta e of Tighting power.

llan management must %e fully exerciszed ensu’®ing the

700d health of all and tiie best comforia available. If this 1s
not practised it ig detrimental to the morale.

Attached troops must be fully acquainted with the
pProcedure inside s defensive locallity, such as challenging,
Sivin; of pésswords, NOT movin: uinecessarlly inside the ilocallty
betwaen "stand to" and stang down'",

Cagnaltics have been caused by men nnin: for
Sshelters wlen a lLiostile sholl is heard whistling overhead, Thoe
troops must reoalise that larse trecs, sll ht deprozsions in tho
sround and even flat cround are gafer than runninz, The time to

malte for sheltors ig aftoer the shrapnel has atopped flyin: and
before the next siiell lands,

10. IE CONSOLIDATION

The necessity for quick Pé~or anlsation then the
Or “nisation of works, so that the defensive locality ecan be

8po dily developed, cannot be over emphasised,

A series of Security patrols rust be immediately
despatched to Zain the topo raphy and enemy information, From
tils information it may be considir ed that ambushes on well used
tracks or likely positions in the area should be cstablished,

Also to ascettain tile enemy has not in Artillery Chbservation
Fost. in the ares,

It is vital for each and every man to know his task
and immediately attend 50 1%,

1l. TANE CO-OFERATION

Very effective use was made of tanks in the campairzn,
this ar.sinag ocut of 3cod co~operation. come of the major points
brousht out werae:

() A bulldozen team, engineer section and Bomb Disposal
personnel should move ag a cotlponent part of the armnoured
force, The dozer is roquired to assist the tanks forward
by clearing cbstaeclos and brld;in; streans. In the case of
a4 movorment throu h Junile it is reguired o Precede the ade

B&ncelfgrﬁip4 a track ns 1% 5068, Specially trainad Bonb
SPOSaL perSonncl arg n8cessary in the movemens aons a

*oad to cleoar and de~louse mines op booby traps cnncountered,

Eb) It 13 necessgary to carry out tests in dilferont types of
JUnzle over a neasured distanze of say LOD yards, 200 yards,
500 yards, witnh tanis and Infontry so thas when on advanee
1s planned the vommander lag o 500od knowled:s of just how
lonz 1t takes his troops to advanee 100 yards Shereby plann-
ing hils fipre Suppery prosramme so that tie maximum benefit

ra UO-
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(d) Close lialson and a complete understandinz between tank
and Infantry officer is necossary,

(0} Use taaks wiveoless as an alternative means of cermmminice
atlion as 1t allows quick docisions to be made in an crow -
€ENcY s

(f) Use the fire power of the tank to full effect but do
not waste 1it.

() A thoroushh study of the tanks, their capabilities and

e

linmitations should be made by all ranks.

() The tank in defence 1s a varg powerful weapon but must
be closely protected from enemy Infiltrating parties.

(g) Tanks 1n defence should always be camouflazed coerpletely,
otaerwlise enemy Observation Fostshave a fine ran-:inz point
and tarjet with sometimes devastating results.

(k) If in the advance to an ob jective a tank or tanks become
bo; ed down do not let them hold up the advance, throw a
protoctive screen of two sections from the reserve platoon
around tank and continue with the advance, Tanks can al-
ways move faster than Infantry and so cateh up with the ad-
vancin  troops once they are extricated.

12, 1IORTARS
(a) Orsanisation in the Advance

In the inltlal staes one mortar detachment was
under comnand eaeh rifle company and one battery (4 detach-
ments) were maintained at Bn IO on call for support to
companles as required. In tiils orjanisation the detaci-
ments wlth companics advanced as portion of Coy i whilst the
mortar and limited quantity of ammunition was earricd on thoe
roeserve tank. 1t was found that due to the clogse distance
on contact with the enemy that the detaclment under comuand
could not support and in all cascs support from the reserve
battory was called for,

In view of ©the above restrictions the platoon was
re~orsaniscd as follows., In the advance the company was
acconpanied by lortar Forward Observation Officer who laid
his owm L/T eable from the mortar cormmand post. 2t least
one section (2 detachments) of mortars, and in rost cases
one battery were maintained in a reserve area on call as
roquired, 4t Battalion i7 a command post ponsistin* of

k tiie platoon commander, platoon ser;eant, recorder and
orderly was established to co-ordinate and control the firc.
Tals central link relieved the Forward Observation Offic¢er
of the computations of corrections and fire ordersas they”
were done by tiie platoon commander, this was found an ass®t
as due to the conditions on contact it was extremely diffi-
cult for the Forward Observation Officer to record ranges
and upply the necessary corrections to slve a fire order.
The Forward Observation Officer was only required to zive
yardage corrections plus a minus left orp right then the
corrections were converted to fire orders at the comnand -
post. This procedure proved most satlsfactory, allowin:
fire support to be brou:ht down in the minimum time and so
cxpedited the advance, also co=ordination of all dectach-

ments was possible to be employed so as the maximum support
could be _:iven. '

On capture of objective one section of mortars
was sent forwaerd under command of the company .

(b) Mutual Support

Walle the detachments under command of conpenies
could not support themselves it was possible by nu—égdinﬂt"
ion throu:sh command post to mutually support one anothe.
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(¢) Dafenaive Fire Tasks

Wherever pessible defensive fire tasks were reiste-
ered on all companles, A miInimum of 30 bombs was prepared
for ecch mortar and when called for fire was dbrought down
not loter than one minute and has been in 30 seconds.

(1) Rocordin; of Targets

f

A cowplcte recister of all tarpets and defensive
fire toslss under code nanes was maintained in comrmand poste
This facllitated quick support also rapid engagement of
tarpgets in vicinity of rejistered polnts.

(a) Rogistration by Auster Aircraft

Rosistration of targets and engasement of lmown
encny positions by nortar fire in conjunction with observat-
lons by Auster Alrcraft was carried out with ood results,

A distinet advantaze of this method 1s that numer-
ous tarscts over a wide area can be reglstered in a minimum
of time. 43 against thls this has to be done by ground
obeervation ncecssitating a series of patrels using L/T and
W/, The former callin; for miles of cable to be used.

Hetiod of ranging used was by pilot making observ-
atlons and yarda,e corrections, e then passed tliese per
W/, sround zstation using Wo 1l set, direect to command post
wliere necessary computations and conversion were effectoed,..

(f) Indication of Tar ets for Aircraft

I'reviously reglstered tarzets were indiecated by .

mortar smoke for alr strikes. Thils obtalned complete accur-
acy of strike,

Close co—~ordination of time and the necessary pre-
Earation 1s absolutely essentlal, The best results, accord-
ns to pilots, were obtained by enoking targets immediately
Alrcraft appeared thus allowing them to run stralzht onto the
target without cireling, The other method was not to smoke
the tar et untll callecd for per W/T by the Alrecraft Commandenrn,
thls necessitated the Aircraft circling the target awaiting

Indlication thus gziving prior warning of the strike to the
Ny »

In all cases the smoke was reported by the Alreraft
to be most accurate, a better smoke due to pillar than Art-
1llery and of zood agsistance to bombing.

(i) Arrmanition

3" llortar Iizh Explosives has proved on all ocease-
lons to be extremely accurate and in some cases Forward Ob-
sorvation Officers have laid down concentrations a distance
of only 40 yards forward of their Observation Fost.

Srioke boubs at first were found to ba very in-
accurate and erratic, this was found to be due to the un-
roliabillty of IIGY charges. As a result all NCY charces
wore replaced by 88 pgrain cordite augmenting charges after
which jood accuracy was obtained,

(h) Intellirsnce I'ersonnel

It 13 considered that to function best the platoon
should include one man thoroughly trained in intelligence
dutles in addition to normal mortar work,
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d
IIe should be on platoon [IQ and due to his advance
knowledze of nap rcading and ~enefal intelligence dutles
perforn the followings

jaintain situation nMap
ii Lssist loping of fargets reistered 5
111 Py photo interpretation plnpoint targets an
find ppening bearings and ranges.
1v Assist in the manning of the command post,

Also two rmen with additional training in ceneral
sisnal dutlics and R/T procedure. It has been learned in
this operation that firstly the trained R/T operator 1s X
required so as co-operation 1s best between the platoon %n
Aiperaft in re-~istration shoots and in indicatlon of tarots
for air strikes. Also maintenance of signal equipmant,r
whleh is a necessary part of the platoon, 1s considerable
and the lack of specialist personnel for the task is felt,

(3) Signal Equipment.

Resulting from the campalgn 1t is suszested that
the platoon War Establishment of head and breast set sound
powered phones be replaced by standard DV type. Reasons
ares

{ The former have no calllng device whlch re-
quired that one person man tle phone at all
times on eacih end, this overtaxes the platoon.
A strict listen out must be kept in DP?GP that
requests for defensive fire etc are MoTiled.

11 Over a distance of jreater than 1000 yards
reception is very poor.

1d, MG

(a) Allotrient of Cuns.

The policy was adopted of having one sub section
MIiG with cach foremost company and one sub section in ree=
serve a2t Battalion 9. In addition where a conmpany on a
flank protecction role did not have tank support one gsection:
of suns were allotted,

Due to the small amount of automatic weaporns on
Bn 1IQ the sub section in reserve played a primary role.
It was found that one section of puns was necessary at [n
19 to zive sreater protection.

(b) Employment
1 Advance

In the advance, with a forward company,
a sub section's tactical value 1s restricted due
to the lack of mobility.

It is considered that a lesson well learnt
1s that the jun sectlion moves with company i~ so
if the occasion rises the jun can hastily be
deployed.

ii Attack

An example of usse 1is supportinz tne attacek,
the accuracy of the weapon and the flre power of

the platoon was well demonstrated at HONGORAT -
IOROREI Rivers attack.

The platoon engacsed 3 known enemy positions
along the axis of BUIN Read with indlrect fire.
These tarpets were pinpointed by map and alr photo-
sraphs in conjunction with mortar and artillery re;-
istrations. Two c¢nemy positions were covered as
tar;et of amea approximately 200 yards square each.
The third positlion as target of depth 800 yards by

200 yards, In all 26000 rounds were expended on
these tasks,
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Investisation of these areas proved the accuracy and
its powers of penetration through the Jjung;le to cover
the tarzet area very satisfactory.

By the above i1t 1s proven that the value of
M..G in support of the attack in the past has not been
used sufficiently and, therefore, valuable supporting
fire power has been wasted.

111 Defence

In defence the gun has not been lven a dﬂfa
inite task but isg glven an are not greater than 160
and its role 1s to thicken the fire and enzase sult-
able targets as they appear.

Good surprise has been had In the counter
attack by this weapon holding its fire untll the
last possible moment, 1t then having 1ts maxlmum
killin;: effect.

(¢c) Traincd Reserve

The essentlal point of having a trained reserve in

riflec companies who can be called upon to reinforce tihe plate

oon

has been well brought out,. The platoon was weakened

from time to time by battle casualtles and slckness so tais
reserve was a necessity.

(d)

14. MNAN

Lguipment

1 The welzlit of the tripocd eould be reduced without
depleting 1ts efflcleney. This 1s a suzzestion.,

11 The 1ssue of brace attachments as opposed to pouches
basic for Numbers 1 and 2 of the jun who are armed
with pistols, The bhasie pouwches hinder the handling
of the sun.

MANAGEMENT

The main lesson derived as a result of man management

having been carried out was tho little wastage of personnel as a
rosult of sickness.

a strict

In cases where an increase in skln Infections oceurred
policin: of this subject saw a remarkable decrease in

numbers infected.

(a)

The maln points wihich were strictly watched were:
Dally Inspections of feet and body by sub unit offlcers

no matter what the situation was.,

(b)
(e)

for

()
(e)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Weekly inspections by the gMO.

Checkinz to ensure that all requiring medical aild report
treatment as ordered.

Antlseptic batihin; of feet dally or lmmediately on return
from a patrol. -

Daily bathing of bodies by all ranks, whenever possible in
hot water, this supervised by an officer.

nerular washlng of clothes and 1f sltuation permitted the
bolling 30 as to destroy germs, .

Checkln: to see thet a high standard in IIyglene is main-
tained at all times.

All ranlis to eérect beds and sleep off the ground.

Two pairs of boots to be carried so that a dry pair is
available to changce. ~

An Inspection of slecping tents so that during the day the
tents are put in order and maintalned as if in a standin:
CaMpP »

The absolute necessity for each man to remove his boots at
ni;at when resting.

Don't let the opération in hand induce you to forget the
elementary prineiples of man manasement.

- R4 =
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15, MALARIA PRECAUTIONS

By a strict suporvision of malaria precautions bdeing
made the cases in the Pattalion were ne_l1:ible, It 1s consider-
ed that with %thoe takins of the precautions as 1laid dowm tlhe NLos-
1bility orf contracting malaria is very slisht, only cagses occourr-
In’ were when the troops were subjeet to a severe nervous strain.

The constant checking of atebrin and lotion roll
books, uslng of mesquito nets, rollin;; down of sleceves from sune-
» doim wiil sumrice and the wearin; of ;aiters was enforcode.

It 1s necessary to regularly hold an liispection of
companles and platoons, junior offilcecers and NS0s are inclined as
time oes by To relax Into a self satisfied way of interpreting
Standin: Orders. |

16. ARY EDUCATION SERVICE

T nA e S R - A R

4 series of lsctures were ;iven by the unlt education

sorvice reprosontative, also the Divisional education ser ecant, on
current affalrs and spccial subjects. These were well received,

In additlion a Battalion ilbrary service was Instituted
allowing troops reading material during; relaxation periods.

During operatlions correspondonce courses beln:; done by
personnel were forced to be discontinued untll the rest period.

17, LEGTURES

A series of lectures to all companles in turn were
conducted by the Intellizence Cfficer on the local operations and
onemy sltuation. These were appreciated and lensthy sensible
questionlny was a sequel to then. These question periods often
lasting one hour. 1L the troops are kept fully iIn thoe piecture

1t adds to their morale, confidence and also stamps out nmalicious
rumouras.

18." QAPTURED EOUTRMENT

Jdo ular Jleectures on the vital importanee of handin:; in
captured documents ond couipmentshould be Jlven if the best rew
sults are to be obtaincd,

1% mveat be fully impressod on all that documonts, no
maSter how small or uninportant in appearance, rwust be handed in
to Intellioncee Purtier thiey must in no way be mutllated, torn
or stamps roucved as tLisg may remove vital information,

! 1'I'rcrnps bancflttmd from tliese lectures as in tlie latter
staes of the campal n, the amount of documents handled bore proof

of thorossh searching; of positions.
19. AIR THOTCCRAPLS

T.ie alr photojraphs avallable on demand were 5" by 5%
and the enlarged version 9" by 9", ihile these were of assiake

ance 1t 1s considered more use should be obtained from the X118
9" by 18" air photouraphs.

The featurc overlap as opposed to line overlap was

found best.

Fhotographs flown at medium hei hits (up to 10000 feet)
are found better for interpretation purposes.

When photoj;raphs are issued from the Formation an
asset would be a trace showin-~ the coverage, this would save a lot
of time. o

L

& wilider distribution to allow issue down to coripanies

-would permit uso in conjunction with exXisting maps.

8
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24 AUST INF BN (AIF)
REPORT ON OPERATI ONS
FART TEN
JAFANESE TACTICS AND RUSES

1.  GAMOUFLAGE

The enermy lhas developed carouflaze to a hi~h de ree
and has used it to sood effect throuhout,

forsonal camouflage of branches and bushes draped
about the person was used extensively by hin,

In concealment of positions he went to sreat pains.,
All tirber needed for huts and bulldinz pillboxes was cut away
from the position and earried in. All pits were heavily drapecd
with ferns and bushes, tlhese being changed frequently to keep
their freshness., iis positions were sited to -ain the maxirmn
concealment also he only cleared the small fern crowth on his
forward defensive lincs to allow more vision but maintain the
carmoufla e,

In his movement throush bush in the L of C area he
avolded tracks and always broke bush. To conceal his footprints
he carried bundles of small ferns waich he sprinkled over hils
tracks. He avolded using; the same track twice and always troy-
elled on a different route out from the route in.

Clever camouflaze has been applied to sun positlons,
In one case on the BUIN Road, forward of the MOBIATI River ford a
150mm gun sited for tank attack role was emplaced in a strong;ly
constructed pillbox well camoufla ~ed. In front of the zun was
4 curtain arrangement operated by wires, when the wires wore
pulled the curtain of bushes parted ~iving vision and a fire lane
for the sun to enrare tank tar ets on the road. On release of
the wire the bushes fell back providing perfeect concealment for

the run.
Ce TANK ATTACK GUNS

I'leld pleces were employed in a tank attack role heing
elted up to a distance of 80 yards off the road in moast cagses cov-
erin; a natural or man made obstacle,

Initially 75mm mountain type cuns were used but these

made no imprescion on our MATILDA ranks, thelr armour bein- ade-
cuate protection. g

Realisins the futility of this calibre gun he next
resorted to usins 150 mm cuns with better results. Good fire

discipline was evident in these cun crews, they held their fire
to fain the maximum surprise and await a suitable tarzet to appear.

For protection of these run positions a defensive

L

locality was maintained around the zun., These positions varicd
in stren;ths,

The use of these larzer calibre suns in a tank attack
role demonstrated his determnined efforts to counter our tank SuUp-

port and that he was willings to pay one ~un for one tank. For
immediately he fired his position was betrayed and accurate
from the tanks knocked the gun out, The enemy sreatly over

estimated the abllity of his suns for although direct hits were
gscored on tankg it did not always do much damaze.

- BB =
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o  ENEMY FOSITIONRS

ie rmust be slvon credit for a sound appreciation of
Sround in dofencce. ™l advantase i1s tallen of natural features
for firec lancs.

at a distance o1 upwards to 200 yards fron the maln
pouit}nn a sorlies of llstenln; outposts are malntained on ap-
proac.es Lo give warning. These conslst of approximately 5 weape
on pits and sometlmes a vine and rattle system of communication is
rade withh the main position.

In two Instances defensive positions wore partially

wiroed in.

| Kunda vino rail systens were used extensively
throuhout tae poslitlions to facilitate noverent by night.

Type 95 land mines and improvised types werc used to
Eom?aE our tanks and dozer teams, also to damagze transport on the
Q Ue

s ; I?lthiziqpiavigﬂd types varlious methods wore used.

Jarae Fifl 840448 tieu Gojetacr with an instantaneous.plun:e 5

fuse Im one, the remainin: two depending: on aymputhetig gufegagfpe

ilon, p}aced In a puddle hole covered by small board waich in turn

was hidden by the wator, was one of tihe types encountercd,

%2E§gﬂvgypau were found wialeh hud blocks of pierie acid actln: as
L . E

e enemy also uscd mlnes with pull wires controlied
fer a pit in the rear. The controller awaited the arrival of a
tar-et ther  expleded tho mine by pullinz the wire.

. ™ an ondeavour to larass the L of ¢ mines were laid
ig cogntﬂf our use of Jjeapa. Beln ; freshly laid these werc cas-
dqgaﬁgtechUG’ or 1f not were usually the type 93 and caused- little

—

5. BOOBY TRAIS

These mainly consisted of 81lr
s e Y, L 0 nm calibre nortar bombs
/O mm shells, These were filtted with instantancous fuses.

: Flelds of thoese wep Vol i
trip wires, ere laid with a seriocs of vines as

. 1l Sorie cases a wire pulled by a controller :
Pear explodin; the trap in a similap way tO the mine was %gugg?

e Wien these fields were laid across a used track leaves
Or branches were placed either side to warn their own troops of
Taeir presence.

G, FAT ROLS

: On a number of occasior. the enemy patrols moved on
a broad front in -roups of three coveriny an area of 50 to GO
yards., Thls enabled him to scour a wide area also to quickly
outflank an opposinz patrol.

Immediately contact is established the eneny invar-
1?qu attempts to outflank with small parties on either or both
ffdghﬂ. These parties of three or four move noisily with object
of maklns our troc.s .cl insccure and have been supported by lmee

mortars placed in the rear of our vabrol to t Ve t
Shat divestion. paty restrict novement in

-67-
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Slnsle cnemy have been used as decoya to lure our
% RCes S »
patrols into prepared aroush positions. Cn one eeceaslon an -
armed Japanesc appeared on tho side of a track and nolsily broko
bush as our patrol approached, When the patrol followed tlicy.
ran into a well propared ambush position 100 yards off tae trock
and there for no other apyarent reason,

Enemy ueing rreen berets and Australian clothes nhave
been identified on patrols,

urie; dayll at hours all patrols do not follow
tracks hut brealk busi, By nlgat full use is made of tracks.

7. ATRACLS

Enemy counter attacks were done in a fanatical

mannor led by offlcers ecareying swords and :loves screcamin_; orders
at the top piteh of thelr voleces.

vien the leaders were killed the party broke and be-
carme digor.ianised.

8.  TANK OBSTACLYS ;

In the EGANS RLDGE area a series of man made tank
obstacles wero encounbered. They consisted of a diteh 5 foot
faco, 9 fool sloplu; run and du- cither between two bor, eratons
or waere a datour wae difficult,

., rull use wus made of natural obstacles like river or
creek barricrs. In nost cases covered by tank attack artillery

so that the vehlele could be onajed whilst 7t was in diffiecultics.
Qe UM DU AMIUNTTI ON

In muny cagses bullcts reversed iu the cartrid-e case

were found., Thege wovre tested and -ood accuracy obtained up to
20 yards,.

The encmy used artillery extensively and 1t was found
to be most aceurate,

It is considered that after shellin: patrols were
despatched to investi-atc results and make the necessary correct-
» i0ns to en.ae the tar et,

Survey pe s were found on the road which Jives proof

of hls havin: prepared fopr artillery coneentrations to oppose our
advance ,

On occasions forwird observation parties with si mal
communications wers discovered conducting the shoot.
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24 AUST INF BN (A19)
SOUTH BOUG AINVILLE O

S
TOKO — MABIS OPERATIONS o

-RF.1:63360 49 MARCH — 12 APRIL 1945
7 - \
| — \ & 1} 4""’"# \.;'ji;f{-—*{ ‘\\\‘ﬁ.’l
' A COY n:;m:ml.l:' FOR "‘-..H f,"' / f"? ;.f | {,-" l‘ /{' .
NGAU - i
| e ostnc s Lia "“"-’é*ﬁ"‘w.‘ 4 ) }’ﬁ% ' iV’
— {1l = I

b < MAKAPE™ EXTENSIVE PATROLLING
}'-.H . TO ELIMINATE SMALL
JAP PARTIES STILL

BN HQ AND cCCOY

QPERATING IN THE AREA

L]
- b

|| PL RESPONSIBLE FOR
DEFENCE U[HY BATTERY

CONTACTS WITH ENEMY
BY 1imn PATROL BCOY

AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY

PATROLS _ ALL coys

JSCALE 1{INCH TO IHILE
] 2 1 :! 4 5
MILES MILES
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d Y44A

R.F.1:25000

-

PL BCOY IN
OCCUPATION
b 16 APR

[
17 APR BN ADV

TO SECUR

JOUTH BOUGAINVILLE
24 AUST INF BN (AIF) OPERATIONS

ANDERSONS JUNC- DAWE CK - SINDOU- UMAMU CKS.

&7

s
s’
?‘ SLATERS

n

GALVIN'S
\ XING RIVER
r"

ANOLL

| ANDERSONS JUNC
AND DAWE CK

;

20 APR BCOY
SEIZE SINDOU
CK AND ARE

\' REPEATEDLY’
COUNTERATTACKED

ACO \ ADV % PATROLS
BCOY A AV . PATROLS
CCOYqY AW\ pATROLS

peoy W Av s paTRoLS

~ YARDS

SCALE

{:25000
| .

Ob /.

ENFRL =

e

ACOY OUTFLANK
TO KIMAKU AND

KINDARA AREA

CUTTING THE =&

| HATAI TRACK.

' Pe APR. CCOV

WITH AIR ARTY

AND TANK SUPPORT
ADV AND CROSS

UMAMU CREEK

=

THROUGHOUT TWIS
PERIOD EXTENSIVE
PATROLLING AS |

FAR EAST AS THE
HONGORAI  RIVER: |

IS CARRIED OQUT.
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24 AUST

|9 MAY BN MOVES
TO CONC AREA

PREPARATORY TO
CROSSING HONGORAI

22 MAY CCOY CLEAR

ROAD VIC EGANS RIDGE
12 L PATROL TO FLANKS

EXTENSIVE PATROLLING
TO TIGER ROAD IS

CARRIED OVUT TO CLEAR
rmmma ENEMY POCKETS.

'58/59 BN CONTINUE THE

‘ADV. DOWN. THE BUIN ROAD

Acoy QW Aov N patRols

B coY \ ADV % PATROLS
ccoy W v N parpols

pcor QA atv N\ mTROLS

TARDS b

SCALE

|:2%000
e

SOUTH BOUGAINVILLE OPS
INF BN (ALE) OPERATIONS.
HONGORAI -PORORE! RIVERS AREAS

YARDS

20 MAY B AND D
COYS CUT THE BUN

ROAD

21 MAY A COY REACHES
OBJECTIVE AGAINST

STIFF OPPOSITION

2\ MAY BCOY ARMD
PATROL Nw ALONG

BUIN ROAD TO EGANS
RIDGE AGAINST FIERCE

- OPPOSITION.
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ER SOUTH BOUGAINVILLE  OFS,
24 AUST INF BN (AIF) OPERATIONS.

POROREI — HARI  RIVERS AREAS.

RF. 1:25000 4',{}

= 3
DURING THIS PHASE L (e CCOY MOVED MIDWAY
THE BN HAD A J BETWEEN 57/60 BN AND

BUIN RD TO CUT THE
& | TAI-TAI= MAMAGOTA
/| ROAD DOING SO ON 5
/ | JUNE ANDCLEARING RD

RESERVE ROLE nurcgf?
PATROLLED VIGOR v,

OUSLY TO THE
FLANKS IN SUPPORT
OF THE FWD BN.

AS 58/59 BN ADY 24| <<V 2L 1 X s
G Ssamane Bl 7’{& 2] AWMD FORCE STAGED
POSNS. { 0 AN .
| LoNG Ranct pamRois 7 5 NV ATA
| OPERATED To The [/

MOBIAI & OGORATA | = 4.

ACOY
BCOY
Ccoy
POy
A CQY
BCOY PATROLS
Ccoy PpATROLs ™
DCOY PATROLS \

; \) 1
' 24.AU6 45
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i R.F. 1125000

|
LAWN PATROL BASE EST l

—

L!]}fﬂ'ﬁ__ Qs A &) COYS \|

 MOVE VIA LAWNS TANK \

il TRACK TO BN CONC AREA

| btm CONTACT ENEMY

| | r POSN FwW) OF COY

kL

OCALITY KILLNG 9

EXTENSIVE RECCE PATROLS
ARE CARRIED OUT PRIOR
TO SEIZING BUIN RD
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SOUTH BOUGAINVILLE ~ OPS
4 AUST INF BN (ALF) OPERATIONS

OGORATA — MIVO RIVERS AREA

29U A &) COYS
MOVE TO AND OCEUPY

POSNS ASTRIDE BUN R)

' 30JUNE R CLEARED FD
70 57/60 BN AN BACK

F=R ¥ 1A
150 MM GUN FIRED SCORNG

- DIRECT HiTs ON atﬁ.tnom_i

—_——— ——

|

" GUN FOUND BY PL ) COY

JE STROVED !
| JUY NI RELEND B 4260

5:"‘ t::m ’—— —— 2 I'“

b Rows p Loy PaTRoLs N BM
Acoy Apv Wy RS IR e f i Iyaos D0 e @
ACGY 'NRDIS' .J.__..’ —

(arFY
{: s

2 AUCHT
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