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T - R KA WAR DIARY or INTEEEIGENCE SUMMARY Army Form C2118

MONTH OF JILY 19492 (Erase heading not required) ; |
2/3 AUST INF HN

L ' )

UBME. ... T Date and Time—From...£...

Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &e.

HORAVA (Cceylen) 1« 3 Jul Spent in triel moves, which proved so successful thzt the camp dotie
Moo Lo LSS S S oty s, Kyt o FEI | T N RSN d@mﬁﬂfﬁaﬂﬂgthﬂb'ﬁ?‘ﬂéﬁ G 0 E Rt o e T atl  DEEIT ol g P g 110
4 Jul & Northempshire ﬁagt(.'éf ecf5 0 take over Pn ares. Plsatoons were
L5 v SOSURR o OO LS, SRR ) | .i?fﬁ?.ﬁ?ﬁl.*..*j:-E.....bl..ﬂ'%.ﬂ.i’nIT...QP.P.Qﬁ.iJé.ﬂ“HHH;P:&.I:;..,...Rﬁ.l‘.ﬂmmﬁl.+.Hﬂ;Iﬂ..,nn!...ifﬂ?{ﬂx"i.ﬂhlﬁl.’...,....“...........
byying up tea, es this commodity was retioned st home. The Sinhalese
botique keepers, with an eye to old age security, were willinz to sell
on such metters and thet night the villege was in darkness, only Australiaq
cicbrsa --imﬂpﬂ----bﬂ-ﬂg1--Edﬂﬁ—tt&ﬂmb§t---hﬂﬂk----Eﬂ“ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ---:ﬁn.--ihﬂ...nati,ma...s‘t.g.;:aa.. ....... R ..o i i s e
future lay shead for the villagerse.
L 00 N N 2 TE | H@ quidely beceme acquainted with the Tommies", sccompenying them on
: route marches, snid exchanginz opiMions, "experiences esnd Hecuita,
Shopping parties were sent to Colombo.
eI ) e - CECR LR L T I |1 S S e B b et 25 s asassis i assasoniat i NS mea A bas s Y4 S SRR R A A 4 W AR e S RS s s b vz
Hand overcompleted.
1800 brs ¥Sm, with their swing bend geve anfl infomal concert. which.aceredited. . . o e T

(AT FERE RN T NN TE RN E RS TLERE EERE R RN LT LR ELET] BFEF lawmmrn

by en eppreciastive andience, no smateur show.
g Jul 1020 hre | m entuss snd proceed to (olombod Natives now enlightened. Convoy mov ed
RS e e R R e SRR & e witlﬁﬂhltﬁﬁrm.damuutu?mﬁmmuﬂtwupﬂwaﬂqﬂiﬂf:{?&‘tr&ﬂam S
and trensported direct to QUEEN VICTORIA Warves. Here followed a twenty
..... o e e e | Iﬂhﬁﬂmlktﬂthebm_qqmﬁﬁ.naltranapnﬁatmntnmmsmﬁmmnﬂ_
© eificiency of the move was greetly eppreciated by troops loasded with
oo ). EL€PhaNt8 end on @n gversge, 10 1bs of tea.
COLOME HAREOUR 9 « 11 Jul embers of 2/1 M regt deliver review over public address system, gemerousl
o I O TSN | IFIRE. ORI ROI. (ORI . --m@i)uﬂd*"h?*“ﬂl'ﬂ""ﬂm"ﬁ‘!ﬂ“-"PHi‘ﬂ'ﬂi‘r“'%'i'ﬂ"*Ei‘ﬁﬂtl?"'m&ﬂﬁﬁ"'thﬁ"mnﬂﬂ'hﬂﬂ?“ﬁf""'“"---*"-"-" AT e DL
ewaiting departure. Race games were held on the main deck aft, under the
Sl SO A NI o O | Bupervision of the YMCA repreSeIbativee . . .ossoms———|————
18 Jul 1500 har Ship puts out to sea for trial runm. Choppy sea causes first cases of ses T
sicknesses.
."ﬂmﬂm. 13#‘11:. ............. mm.h! ....... mmwﬂep.ﬂmfﬂr,mﬁmuﬂnfﬂniﬁii.?mw.-n bttt i ol ek LT
14 « 27 J'u]l Weather stormy and seas high for grester part of voysge. Ooncerts and revilews
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MONTH OF{ JULY 1943.

Place

, 2/3 AUST INF BN

—————————————————— e ———

Date

WAR DIARY or INFEEEHGENCE-SUMMARY=

Hour

(Erase heading not required)

Date and Time.—From..... ﬂﬁ,’ .

Summary of Events and Information

Army Form C.2118
(adapted.)

Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &e.

AT SEA

eEmEEEFEEE g B EEET

14 « 27 Jul

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

.....

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

L SR R e e et TP U TR P RS R EEE R S LD b bbb LLLS i bbbl (o

llllll

iiiiii

Govt. Printer, Brisbane

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

3l Jul
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1100

RY Jul

LR, BRI
1530

0900

talent waes discovered 4
oubetending- mp*mum‘tativw ofthe Be
A boxing toumeament wes held®e the heavy wkight, ¥k welter weight and

Lt mandle end (pl Allsop being the most |

Xight. welght. chempionships.. hﬁing, won.. by.8it. Wend, Pie. Vannan..and. LAS3E. ...

Furns respectively.

Treining sylla.hxa covered weapon trg and lectures on gll pheses of
S e R R

M; diyﬂ}}jight trnapa crowded the ‘taff raila fur the firﬂ'b aifz:}*t nf 'tha

As the skip berthed at EEER umwdud rmm‘m Docka, e# mu, cmnpuﬂad

of last wer veberens, played on the warfeside.

Gaxm Two thirds of Hie Pn proceeded on lesve to PiiiM, end were accorded

wameat end mnat affuﬂiva wlcuma thay had u:q:erlanced.

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

.'I'Iu ﬁiirda nf 2 ¢ pmceaded on leave to Per'l:h.

| Troops. sttended. an. meri.cen. Calp.. concerts.

| Two. thirds of m.proseeded.on. leave to Rertha... SRS ey P
Even the retnnwned BIGHI' raceivad UB

ghip dep arted for Melboume.
hnspi'baﬂj'ﬁ

ghip berthed sgain to the accompanyment of a band. Troops, now anxinus -l:o

|..disenbark,. were.incensed..by.-the. . slow. pmc&eﬁum Ofunl.oeding yCarsow- -

A party wee organised from the Pn to assist civilian stevedores, by 'I;hu
action s strikee. However, Nilitery persugsive methods end the _outspoken .
opinions of the troops raaulted in the resumptions of nparatinna wi th
unp recedented keeness.

M ANG ALORE.

Invitation to Church Service from neighbou:ﬁ.ﬁgﬂs padra..

nunber of Americans, suggested that it would sppear the Americans were

e |
adiress Padre EART thauked the pmericans for thelr gesture wid in Yeply | . ...
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WAR DIARY or HNTELLIGENCE-SUMMARY- Army Form C.2118
i (adapted.) |

ONTH
0 OFi EEELET 1942 (Erase heading not required)

)

Date and Time—From.. [0 theg ¢4

Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information Remarks and references to
\ Appendices, Diaries, &e.

opoaong 0 |-l e B issued e libersl supply of leave clothing end is introduced to ration

L

12 g First party moves out on 14 days disembarketion leave.

%g—is.agug .............................................. R mﬁiﬁﬂl‘ﬂfﬂlﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬂ&!ﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬁw‘“‘”
Rear party engeged in cleerirg srea and striking surplus tents. QOne and

Xwo days leave granted freely to MELEUMNE,. nightly.leave. to. SEYMOUR.. .

- AL || 25Aug R Pl parated w ity it
€ arty left for train movement to WALGROVE. Full
e | S R el Ca M omtoppe e g Ry TULL scule B tranepott
TALGROVE fag First elements of Ba retum from lesve. '
L 33Qﬁﬂﬂf@:{pﬂr{gy.ﬁrzﬁ.mﬁlﬁm{mw,pmnaedadtnwmmmcmandmamﬁdaately i s
= on legve.
A WeE N s peborBuson8 for merch = through SYINEY, Emxikar liore personnel retum
Py Iaave-High‘fsly'laa?etu’thaclty.

32 é:ﬁ - { K Rehearsels for march through the City.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

llllllll

2 Sep Bde marched throigh SYINEY. On completion of route the column was marched
s s A e A e el SR O GO atabion ool Teubratung foe GREEN.
= s e s R AR e s b LN
el ey N Preparations mede for fortheoming campaign. ALl winter clothing recalled |and
BT EEE SR ERRRER R TR R |00 e .....ktt......b@."Ht-ﬂw.d.;”..".ﬂrl.::..-H'gﬁllguannt‘“u-Iiﬁmﬁu.+wm‘ﬁ1:ﬁﬁ...i.E.éuﬁuana.;hirzi.gh‘t.]:i.;.:]:ga{;E -.:E li ................................................................................
WEST MAITLAND, liberal issues of beer at wet canteen and mes ses.
ﬁ sszp 2330 B Coy and 16 F1 lesve for embarkstion et BRTISBANE.
e g B 0400 ..] A Coy end 18 Pl lesve for embarkation.
13885 e e
and US 1i berty Ship " JOHN STEEL".
for embarkation.
15 Sep st ROBASRAOT. 0 £ B0, saided. e ih. /). B0 Regk. on. A barty. Sha D D AN BTG AT el oo

Bn en route to PORT MORESBY.

(Govt. Printer, Brisbane
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MONTH OF SEPTIMEER 1948 WAR DIARY or HNFELEHGENCE-SUMMARY- Army Form C.2118
: (adapted.)

(Erase heading not required)
. 3 INF BN
Umtz/ Date and Tim—Frm315§'42Ta30§9P42_

Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &e,

BESBY AREA

MGUWM oL Bep 42| o J..Jirst of Bu disemberk PT MORESEY and proceed via MURRAY BARRAGKS to

ﬂﬁﬂﬁit‘iun'l#mi’lﬂﬁﬁml"ﬁmmun'fﬁamﬁmm,iheratnmﬁcaﬂmﬂ: ............ e N P s (e e

24 preparations for the OWEN STANLEY Carpeigne

PR B 30p43 ........................................ iﬂiﬁ:‘*ﬂﬂﬂmn:trﬂtﬁﬂBHMG‘ﬁmEﬂi ........ Ea'ﬂ‘m#ﬁﬂ'ﬂtﬂ‘,?ﬂilﬂ&Ed'ﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂgﬂ'ﬂdtﬂ

s ™

SBR[ gg__gg B o o0 receives itsissue of Green clothings

P Bn ‘now concentreted KOITEKT aree, were 1t had reiieved 56 Fuf Ru " R S S L B

20 5O | | L0 C8L patrolling for own security. Finel preparations for campeign.
ﬂgtﬁr’g‘sﬂﬂm‘ Tb&ﬂﬂﬁm‘ﬂ'ﬂlﬂﬁ"ﬁupmm‘bEli'p‘p‘iﬂguﬁmuddytr‘atiﬂ. .........................
rom 6l on Jepanese tactics from lessons learmed

dur;lne;thuuiﬁmmm Ner.the QOWEN. STANLEYS a...occcocooooooceeeissees oo |

i (Ien Hutchison)
*mdyamﬂ,mfm ..................................................................... 7 SRS SUP ORI CSODRTLIONT LS L, . .
] Sl

GGovt. Printer, Brisbane
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lsstructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

Summaries are Contained in F. S. Regs., Vol. L Lr;*,.;? m Eq 'r;' h i’,ﬂ‘?rﬂi’;iﬂf FI‘ ‘-:t Fjﬁ”‘“ r«;fm_'; :;’t 1

Title pages will be prepared in manuscript.

Hour, Date, Place.

WAR DI ARY for Month of October 42;
OR

(Brase heading not required. )

e = - " =

KOITAKI. pay 1

KOITAKI -NEWTON'S DUMP=-
OWER'S CORNER=- UBERI = CAMP 66

CAMP 66 = CAMP 44.

CAMP 44 - CAMP 88.

N. S. B, Press —317/G 989—13-9-41-1,00,000 Puds.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

The opening of the month fomnd the Bn}!k

' steady climbing followed by a steep desent where 2/1 Pnr Bn had done

[ ]
[l

o f camp 44 was left at 0645 & Camp 88 reached at 1230, At IORABAIWA was

enemy & week ago was passed during the morning., Salt tablets were issue

———— - — — —— e e ——— e T T -

T S = —— — e emmE ammoE

on 12 hrs nutiué to mnvé as fro
0700 hrs. Lieut Hunter's patrol to JAWARERE was recalled & Sgts Cochr

|
& Silk returned from thelr route recce towards TUPUSELAI reporting very
heavy going. The 2/2 Bn was on 24 hrs notice as from 0700 hrs. |
Final preparations were made for the move forward. Packs & raapiratcrslg
were sent to the kit store, Base Area, along with all material not bel
carried. During the afternoon bootmakers arrived from various units ¢©
affix leather bars on boots to give greater grip.

Revellle was at 0500 hrs, breakfast at 0530 hrs, tents struck at 0545

the Bn embussed -at 0630 hrs in 7 Div AASC Chevolet 3 ton trucks, movl

off at 0645 hrs. The narrow road was very muddy, but chains & the fo
wheeled drive ensured good progress so that the debussing polnt ,NEWTON'!S
DUMP was reached at 0800 hrs, At 0815 hrs the Bn contlnued on foot, e
order of march being "B"‘gcoy, "O" Grp, Bn HQ, HQ Coy, "D" coy, "&" Coy
and "&" Coy, and "B" Ech., The motorable track, largely corduroy extendéd
as far as OWERS CORNER, but a steep rough desent to the river followed.,

Here engineers were constructing a "flying fox" for sendil down supplies
Several walking wounded from the forward units were met,-also three |

stretcher cases, each borne by eight painstaking natlves. The UBERI
staging area was reached at 1040 & at Camp 66 the Bn bivoucced for the

night, provisions bein g drawn from the DID 1in the Area.

Following Reveille at 0500 hrs the Bn departed at 0630 & arrived at G&+p

44 at 1230, though stragglers were numerous on account of heavy amn,
loads carried. Travelling was fairly easy in the early stages, wlth

good work in constructing steps. The 25 pdr which had shelled the

& troops were- instructed to sterilise all drinking water, The weather
remained fine.

noticed a 37 MM gun used in last weeks pperations & along the track were

Unit. 2!3 Aust Inf Bn.

e JUN 15942
Ariny Form C.2118

Summary of Events and Information. Kemarks and references (o appendices.
e

passed

e T o T ———
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Insiructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are Contained in F. S. Regs.,, Vol. 1,
Title pages will be prepared in manuseript.

Hour, Date, Place.

-

WAR DIARqur month of October (cont)
S iDj Ly PR _

CTANT 7Y .
y BN SV M ALY

(Brase heading not required. )

&

e —
e —— = o m — T oww =g

e i — o f o — e o — —— S—

CAMP 44 - CAMP BB

NAURO.

NAURO = MENARI.

N. S. B. Press —317/G

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

5.! passed graves of g8 Australian soldiers & 1 Japanese. Much equipment,
| mostly Australian was noticed lying along the route, including Bren Guns
"ol yortors, rifles, grenades & amn., The "I" Offr &"I" Sgt left for
NAURO at 1500 hrs & spent the night at a water point 1z hrs short of
that destination, Here a very sick and weak Japenese prlsoner was

being guarded awaiting bearers, 16 Bde HQ arrived at NAURO at 1900 hns.

6.! The Bn departed at 0645 & and the leaders reached NAURO at 0930 but others

continued to arrive up to 1830. On the way parties were photographed
by the official‘photogragher, as they struggled with their loads up
the steep hills., Tea served by the 2/2 Bn advance party was much
appreciated on arrival, American planes were dropping food & a party
went out to retrieve which had fallen wide in the scrub., Much wastage
was evident. Troops enjoyed a dip in the swift flowing creek nearby.
At 264£% 1430 hrs , 16 Bde HQ moved forward 30 mins walk along the NAURQ
MENARI track, The first Japanese prisoner to come under the guard of
the Bn was handed over at 2045 & he appeared to be in fair health. Bn

stood to 1830 to 1900,

7| Heavy rain fell from 0300 to 0630. Stand to was carried out from 0515|
0715, The Japanese prisoner was handed over to 7 Div FSS. Much murenIl

| food was dropped during the morning & at 1230 hrs the 2/2 Bn & 2/1 P
Bn commenced to arrive.

8. The Bn left NAURO at 0630 hrs, the order of the march being changed to
"B" coy, "C" Coy, "O" Gp, Bn HQQ, "HQ"Coy, "D" coy, "A" Coy, and the
leaders reached MENARI at 1230, experiencing a more level track but much
‘mud. At several points last week's sitreps concernihg unburled Japanege
'along this track were recalled. Supplies were belng dropped from the 4ir

'at MENARI, some of the dropping being very erratic, resulting in several
"near misses" among the battalion's early arrivals, Clearing was carriled

' out in the bivouac area & the Bn stood to from 1830 to 1900 hrs

The sitrep to 1800 hrs, contained the following information :- Cameronts
(3Bn) patrol having passed KAGI galned contact with unknown number of Japs

589—13.9.4'-1 00,000 Pads. aDOUt noon to-day at point 2 hrs NORTH TEMPLETON'S CROSBING. WITHY'S

D8 AMIDD B, G B,V g 2/3 Aust Inf Bn,

Remy Form 0-2118

L .

Summary of Eveonts gnd Information. Remerke and references to appendices.
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WAR DIARY fm;* October (cont)

Summaries are Contained in F. S. Regs.,, Vol. L

lastruections regarding War Disries and Intelligence PITITTF TP LT LTI IUA TEG SAT LA AR A ASEALEIA pp o P D 2/3 Aust Inf Bn.
A% Lok Es s E G N B DU ME NVE A S \e, 2/5 Aust Inf bn.

Title pages will be prepared in manuscript.

Hour, Dare, Place.

NAURO - MENART.

MENARI = EFOGI NORTH.

—— ————— —

8.

34

12

|
|

' reached EFOGI NORTH at 1500 hrs, many were still arriving at dusk &
. others spent the night at polnts short of this destination, Supplies

( Erase heading not required. )

Summary of Events and Information. | !

e m— §  — e r e — e — |

rﬁifﬁﬁjé_(ééuﬁnj patrol- contacted enemy, 08l5, somewhere between MYOLA |
& TEMPLETON!S CROSSING. Estimated enemy strength, 30 with LMG, WITHY'S

patrol attacked, result not yet known, CAMERON'S coy at EFOGI NORTHS
Remainder of CAMERON!S move 0800 hrs to cover main track MYOLA-EFOGI.

2/25 Bn & 2/31 Bn, move following morning. 2/25 Bn to KAGI & 31 Bn to
BPOGTI NORTH. 2/33 Bn should by this evening be astride main track 1

overlooking e Tentive date dropping MYOLA still 1l Oct 42.

:vﬁry'heavy rain fell during the early hours & most mén were wet 1in splge
of a wide variety of shelters which had been erected, Stand to was frpm

D515 to D700. Troops spent the day clearing the area, dlgging positions

i r———

Army Form ©-2118

m——

T § S S

Hemarks aud refocences to appendices

constructing bush shelters, bathing, and washing clothes, Ratlons improved
as a result of yesterday's dropping, whlch consisted of Bully beef, bipcultd

bacon, cheese, dried frult, powdered milk, tea and sugar. The 2/2 Bn
commenced to arrive at mid-day: Heavy rain commenced at 1600 hrs and
continued throughout the night.

A small amount of mail arrived by carriers., Thé only droppl from the

air appeared to’consist of colls of signal wire. 16 Bde & 2/1 Bn. advi
parties arrived, | |
25 Bde HQ left MENARI for EF0GI. Maj-Gen Allen passed through the Bn E
area to 15 Rde HQ. The 2/l Bn arrived in 2/3 Bn area in a heavy down-
pour & bivouacked theré. Soap, bootlaces & alr mall letter cards & FS

&+

post-cards were issued., Mail was still being dispatched by native carrlers,

The Ba left for EFOGI NORTH at 0780 hrs, the ordér of the march being,
¢ Coy, O Gp, Bn HQ, HQ Coy, D Coy, B Coy & A Coy. Steep hills & very

muddy level stretches rendered travelling extremely strenmous throughou

a long days march, so the Bn was very strung out & while the leaders

were being dropped at EFOGI NORTH during the day. Before reaching
EFOGI several Australlan graves were passed & then the slte of a Bde

which had been attacked by the Japs & abandoned, Tn one position was

N. S, B, Press —=317/G 989—13.9.4:-1,00,000 Pads.
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

WAR DIA_RY ;‘?nr Qctober (cont)

Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs., Vol. L ~HN : | Yy ' _ ,;

Title pages will be prepared in manuscript.

Hour, Date, Place.

o

MENARI = EFOGI NORTH.

EFOGI NORTH=- MYOLA.

MYOLA LAKE No.l.

MYOLA LAKE No 2.

S, S. P, Ltd.—1525/11—C21168—1 Pad 50100000 Pads Order No, 817/G574 dated 26.7.41.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

(Erase heading not required.)

Army Form C-2118.

*

“OR 2&5 Aust Inf Bn.,

Summary of Events and Information.

m——

12,

14.

15.

Remarks and references to appendices.

was nnt‘i-cad- the skeleton of an Australian Saldiier & not far away that
of a Jap,- evidence of very rapid decomposition, On arrival at the

bivouac area one man narrowlt missed shooting a wild plg. Troops were
warned to clear the grass before lighting on account of the presence of

many Jap grenades in the vicinlty,

25 Bde left 0800 hrs, followed at 0830 hrs by 2/3 Bn in the following

order:- D Coy, O Gp, Bn HQ, HQ Coy, B,A,&C Coys, leaders arrlving at
MYOLA TLAKE No.l.at 1200 hrs, Coys were located: D & A fwd, B Coy, HQ
Bn HQ, & C Coy in rear. The track was very muddy in places. Three

casualties from the 2/33 Bn werée being carried back by natlive bearers

who were doing magnificent work, Teams of dusky carriers had been be
their 40lbs loads of all descriptions all the way from NEWTON'S DUMP
thereby rendering very valuable service. One with a kit bag strapped
to his back was heard to remark to two troops, as they battled almost
knee deep in sticky mud " This place no ..... good", an opinion perha
shared by many at the moment. Heavy rain fell throughout the afterno
Droppingz of supplies had been carried out on the "LAKE", which was me

a swamp,

Fl

The C.0s & I.0. made a recce of the 2/2 Bn area, During the morning
a good issue of mall was dropped by parachute, but one bag fell in th
Jungle & a party from C Coy was detailed to search for it, One membe
Pte Weatherdon, became detached from the rest & was reported missing

at 1100 hrs. A patrol went to search for him but without success,
2/2 Bn commenced to arrive at 1300 hrs, taking over positions from D

cO
2/16 Bn & 1 from 39 Bn became attached to Bn‘HQ for the purpose of
directing the Bn through lesser known tracks,

At 1000 hrs Bn HQ & HQ Coy moved through 2/2°Bn to the UPPER LAl

Loy
arriving on the EAST SIDE at mid-day. The C.0Q., remained until the 2/1
Bn arrived at MYOLA, D,A, & HQ coys were put to work on preparing a

n 30 = 587 only 3 men

{3(2/3 Bn) which had moved to MYOLA LAKE No.2.. Two guldes:- one from

Coy,

ring

During the march from

NEWTON!S DUMP to MYOLA
S out of a total of

ely were dropped from the Bn.

A
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs., Vol. L
Title pages will be prepared in manuscript.

Hour, Date, Place.

——— —

MYOLA LAKE NO 2.

8 S. P. Ltd.—1525/11—C2118—1 Pad 30—-100,000 Pads Order No, 817/G574 dated 26.7.41.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

WAR DlARanr Qctober !cunt!

OR $

(Erase heading not required.)

Army Form C-2118.

-

2/3 Aust Inf Bn.

Summary of Events and Information.

'

45

during advance. Advance of 2/33 Bn forced enemy in front of 2/25 Bn tc

3o

Eﬁin track. 2/33 Bn holding TEMPLETON'S CROSSING & high ground to EAST

Remarks and references to appendices.

landing ground for planes. Lieut McGulnn & 27 OR's left on a 5 day recce

with the object of finding a track forward of TEMPLETON'S CROSSING

previously used by the 2/16 Bn. € & B Coys arrived at MYOLA LAKE NO 2
(UPPER LAXKEY at 1700 hrs. Pte Weatherdon who'found his way to EFO0GI |

NORTH had safely rejoined hils cnihat 1100 hrs. Coy positions from SOUTH

to NORTH along the EAST side of
A & B.

e LAKE were, in order, C,D,HQ,BnHQ,

Coys proceeded with clearing tussocks & filling in small holes on the
ground proposed for landing, while‘the Pnr Pl, cut down a portlion of
scrub for extension of the runaway, A Moth plane was expected to land
at 1100 hrs, but did not appear to the‘disappointment of the ADMS, wh
had arrived to met it., The B.Me. & L.0Oe also arrived during the morn
B Ech went to MYOLA & bought back mall & tobacco which had been drop
at LAKE NO.l. & which was warmly welcomed by troops, Lieut Wood took
a Pl of A Coy on & short patrdl & Lieut Lamb left with 25 OR!s for 48
hrs to recce a track along the KUMUSI river. (Sitreps received from
16 Bde contained information as follows:=-(Tol300L/15) 3 Bn moved round
2/33 Bn's left flank at 0830°L/1l5 & one coy 2/33 in position on righ

flank to cooperate with 3 Bn. 3"Mortor dets, of 16 Bde(including 2 dets

2/3 Bn mortor Pl personnel under Sjt Tucker) moved up to 2/33 Bn for
2/25 Bn reports consolidation of ound gained on l4 Oct & problng en

on front & flanks,., ‘Patrol from 2/25 Bn left 1100 hrs to recce route on

oote RS 'O

Yy posn

left flank to ALOLA, Alr support as asked for to-day failed to materialilse,

(To 1830 L/16)%- 2/33 Bn commenced to attack with object of forcing
creek crossing. 2/25 Bn launching further attack against enemy this

morning. (To 1830 L/16) During afternoon 2/33 Bn & 3 Bn continued to
advance, 2/33“leading. Contact maintained with isolated partles ememf

withdraw,* By 1630 hrs dispositions as follows, one coy 3 Bn, astride

=

25 Bn astride KAGI-TEMPLETON'S CROSSING track,

The 16 Bde

s
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17 MYOLLA LAKE No2Z

19

80 men from A Coy left 0700 h#s to collect rations from
Myolla, the Pioneer Pl continued clearing timber for the runway ext-
ention while all other availlable men attacked the grass with spades
and bayonets in preparation of & landing ground. At mid-day the Bn
was visited by Maj-Gen Allen, Brig LLoyd and a War Correspondent they
remeined for lunch during which heavy rain fell. More welcome mall
arrived with tle rations at 1800 hrs. In the evening Sgt Hlckson
reached the Bn from Australia, being the only member of thls unlt
to be included in the draft. Two men, anxioua to meet the Japj
reached the Bn from the 2/1 Fd Regt and were taken on strength.
The sitrep at 1800 hrs stated that the enemy had Ween driven back
frnm.Tempgatﬂn'a Crossing by the 25 BEde.

pardre Hart conducted a Church Psrade on the landing ground,
Father Gallagher of the 2/1 Bn held an R.C. Parade near the R.A:P.
Tmmediately after Church all hands were at work on the landing cround
but were interupted by the usual afternoon rain. Owing to the altlit-

1530 hrs Brig Lloyd visited the Bn and at 1600 hrs a Coy gomds con-
ference was held. It was learnt that the 8/2 Bn had moved at 0900 hr
to Templeton's Crossing. The Fd Amb personnel, asslsted Dy natives
commenced construction during the day of an M.D.S. in the area. At
1800 hrs the sitrep stated that the § rd Bn had got in rear of the
enemy and that the 2/33 Bn and the Eﬁgﬁ Bn were pushing from front.
coy Comds @onference revealed that the 2/1 Ba would move tomorrow
and the Bn would move on the #0%R, rieutsMcGuinn and MacDougal
were to return with their patrols lmmedlately.

An Adv Party compriising 8 offrs and 4 OR8 under Ma]
Hutchison moved out at 0745 hrs to the 25 Bde at Teampleton's
crossing. During the morning an Adv Party from Char Force arrived
in the area. Mr MacDougsl'!s patrol returned at 1230 hrs and at
1845 hrs Mr MeGuinn's arrived. After lunch B Ech moved to the far -
side of the lake where supplies had been dropped for the first time.

- AT lzgg hrs signal lines were taken in and the Bn was ready to move

the lowing morning.
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26 MYOLLA LAKE No 2 to
TEMPLETON 'S CROSSING

The Bn commenced to move out at 0730 and relatively new
track was followed for a time, this track was very narrow and
windiné. on reaching the maln track the gbing became vepy heavy
owing to the mud which was ankle deep 1n many places. Several

strecher parties were met along the track. A creek was crossed
at No 1 Dump where the Bn halted for lunch, AASC personnel prov-
iding tea. Thels Bde started its offensive at 1030 hrs with 2/2 Bn
making two attacks on the enemy, two coys on the right flank and
two on the left, later joining up, casualties suffered being 18

killed and 50 wounded. 2/1 Bn took over from the 1/8 Bn and prepared

to attack. Bn arrived at Templetons Crossing at 1630 and two Coys
¢ and D crossed the creek and releived the 2/33 Bn while A and B

releived the 2/25 Bn. The Bns first casualtles were Ptes Weston and
clarke of the Mortar Detachment who were seriously injured by a
bomb prematurely exploding.

The whole of the march from Newton's Dump had been worthy
of the best tradition of the battallon, for although it had been

a gruelling experience, with rough tracks, steep grades, and mud,
coupled with heavy loads, evacuatlons durlng 1its course totalled
only three. Typical of the spirit of the men was the fact that the
Mortar Pl on one occasion finished the days march with 113 bombs
compared with the 96 with which they had started, the 1ncrease

being due to bombs,mmk abandoned by other units earlier 1n the
campalpn, being picked up by 2/3 Ba men, MG personnel of the Carrler
Pl, in addition to their individual loads, had carrled the component
parts of thelr weapons the whole distance.
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At 0700 hrs A Coy was ordered to move down the track leading

from No 1 Dump Eora Creek to contact 2/2 forward troops. D Coy was
| ordered to take over A Coys area; At 0935 A Coy contacted B/2 Bns
forward Coys and at 118l hrs was moving on thelr right fl to
contact enemy. The Bn received a waerning order to move withlin an
hour at 1130 and D Coy were ordered to move immedlately, along the
gsame route as A Coy, which had now occupled old Jap position on top
of ridge above 2/2 Bn. Major Hutchison was ordered to take charge
of A and D Coy and were to advance along the high ground leading to
Eora Creek. If no opposition: met on arrival at Eora Creek A Coy
was to secure the high ground on the North-West of Eora (Creek and
D Coy thebhlgh ground on the North-East. At 1400 hrs D Coy linked
up with A Caoy after passing through the 2/2 Bn positions and the

a patrol sent forward from A Coy to Investigate a tra leading in
towards maln track peturned and reported having struc R ANE Section,

one Jag being killed. The movement of the two CGIS was very slow -
owing to the narrowness of the track which was also yery slippery;

At 1700 hrs the leading Pl of A Coy was held up by enemy LMG &and
rifle fire. Ma&aj Hutchidon then ordered Cspt Brown to move a Pl
round on the left flank in an endeavour to work round to the rear of
the enemy but owing to the roughness of the country the F1 had to
| return after having been gone only half an hour. The two (COys were
| then ordered to dig in for the night. At 1800 hra the I.0. from the
2/2 Bn contacted Maj Hutchison and informed him that the whole of the
2/2 Bn were just in tbe rear of his positions and also that A and D
coy were to come temporarily under the command of EN Lt-Col Edgar.
Oour casualties sustained were 1 Kllled and R wounded, |

- After a hot breakfast the Bn moved in the following order:i-

at 0615 hrs and had found that the Japs had withdrawn., A and D Cay
then procceded forward towards Eora Creek followed by the 2/2 Bn,

EEE remainder of the Bn moving towards Eora Creek via the maln track.

N. S. B. Press —317/G 989—13.9-4:-1,00,000 Pads.
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B Coy, Bn HQ, HQ Coy,C Coy, RAP and B Ech. A Coy had pushed forward patrols
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At 1030 hrs A Coy was fired on when reaching tHe village of

Eora Creek. The Japs bbrought to bear mortar and LMG fire pinning
down the leading platoon of A Coy. The Bn halted beslde the track,

when this information was recelved, awaiting orders to move, and the
c.0. went forward with the Brigadier, followed by the I.0.. At
approximately 1130 hrs a message was'recelved from Maj Hutchlison that
A Coy was still held up, Capt Brown, WO II Langham, being wounded,
and two men killed by LMG fire. Maj] Hutchison ordered D COy to move
round on the right flank and secure the high ground. Bn was again
halted 1310 hrs on the ridge above Eora ereek, while the C.0., AdJjT
and the Coy Comdrs of B and C and HQ Cnys-wen£ forward. At 1330 hrs
the CO ordered Lieut MacDougal to move with his Pl along the left Xx
bank of the creek he also ordered Lieut Woods with his P1 to push
forward as far @as possible ,long the right bank. At 1700 hrs

Lieut Wood# sent word back that he was held up in some open country

about 400 yards from the village. At 1800 hrs Lieut MacDougal
The 2/1 Bn sent one Coy alongz the high ridge on the left flank of

e T L. S s

Army Fgrm C-2118

UNIT = 2/3 AUST INF HN
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Remarks and references to appendices.
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returned and reported that the country ahong the left bank was impassfble, '

the Jap. No message had been received from D Coy moving Z&ﬁ%ﬁ the
high ridge on the enemy's right.flank. Buring the aftermoorni~bae

was subjected to very heavy mortar fire, The CO and the RMO belng
wounded, the RMO being a stretcher case, and many other casualtles
were sustained., At 1800 hrs the CO ordered A Coy to form a bridge~
head across the creek by the light of the moon. AT 2030 hrs A Coy
commenced crossing the bridge getting two Pls across and one section
of the third. At thils stage it was considered that an further
crossing would be too dangerous and Capt gall decided to withdraw

to the high ridges leaving the one sectlog to re oin their Pl if
pos&ible. Owing to the verynintense fire a volunteer was asked for
from the Sec to go back and tell the CO what had happened. Pte

¥ L Richardson volimteered and before he had moved flve yards towards
the bridge, was killed. The Sec was compelled to teske cover under

large rocks for the night, the Japs continuously throwing hand-
crenades &t them.
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EORA CREEK 23 At 0600 the Jap opened yp with his mortar and Mgs. AsS no
reports were received from A & D Coys, two ORs went forward to
contact D Coy and one to contact A Coy. The 2/1 Bn proceeded to
advange slowly under very heavy fire across the river. At 0745
the Bn received orders to prepare to move behind the 2/1 Bn, whose
objective for the day was to reach Allola and secure a dropping
%rnund. 2/2 Bn was to follow the 2/3. At 1250 the first message
rom D Coy for 24 hours was recelved:- The Coy mfkax having
camped on the ridge for the night was now working down to attack
the enemy 1ln the rear, Pte Silk, who was sent to look for A Coy
found some usefull??’ ‘1500 news was received fpom A Coy glving
the positions of the two Pls North Weat of the camp. Lieut Woods,
who had been contacted during the morning, was ordered by the CO
to rejoln his Coy with his Pl. A Coy was ordered to attack and
wilpe out the enemy MG Post, which was in the vicinity of their area,
and then to proceed to carry out 1ts origin&l objective. At 1600
hrs B Coy moved out to support the 2/1 Bn,who were now across the

river, under whose command they temporarily came. At 1800 hrs

Cpl Pett, who had taken out a small patrol, reported having con-
tacted A Coy and that A Coy wmamm had contacted two Pls Sanderson
(2/1 BnY pluss 20 ORs Barclay (2/1 Bn). Runners from D Coy reported
the Coy trying to find Ower?'®s Crossing at 1030 hrs, the Coys pos=-
i1tion then being on the second spur approximately five hours

march away, and no enemy having been contamcted. At 1830 hrs the
Pnr Pl and other bearers were experiencing much difficulty in
getting wounded men up from the creek, being fired upon by MG,

one begrer being killed and one wounded, Sgt Carson in charge of the
party doing particularly fine work. The Bn casualties for the day:-
one killed, eight wounded. At 1900 D Coy returned,
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EORA RIDGE

24

295

At 0630 rations were 1ssued and at 0700 D Coy was ordered
to move: opt to the right flank and gain @&d hold the high ground.
C Coy, Bn HQ, HQ Cog and RAP moved at 1000 hra and crossed Eora
Creek. He®e the C0 and Et-Col Cullen held a conference and it
was declded that 1t would be useless trying to push up the main track
ag the Jap was holding the high ground on the left flank. Lt-Col
Stepenson decided to move the Bn,plus B Coy, to galn and secure :
this high ground.. At 1430 the Bn was held up by LMG and rifle fire.
B Coy, who had taken the lead, pushed forwyard some 300 yards and by
1530 had captured two enemy LMGs. C Coy moved to the right and
attacked a Jap .patrol, killing three. A Coy, who had moved down
the rlidge were now with the Bn and were ordered to move round the
left flank and secure that high ground. 1645 hrs a message from

A Coy stated that they were now astride the track leadling along
the top of the rldge to Bde HQ. The Bn at 1700 were ordered to

dig in for the night. At 1715 Sgt Hickson was sent to B Coy to
find out their dispogition and he failed to return and was pre-
sumed kllled. Atol745 Pte Nean returned to Bn HQ and stated that
while accompanying WO I Duff, taking amn  to B Coy,they were fired
on by flve Japanese, WO Duff being killed., A patrol was sent to
Investigate and 1t was dliscovered that B Coys slg line had been cut.
C Coy were then ordered to close the gap, (asualties for the day :-
1l killed, 1 missing,beleived killed and 1 wounded.

After a quiet night the CO ordered a Coy Comds conference
at 0700 and 1t was decided that the Bn move round to A Coys position
on the left flank with B Coy leading. During the morning our
glrcraft strafed the creek 1n an effort to locate the Jap mortar
which was bombing the maln track. At 1030 i1t was learned that a
Jap patrol was on the right flank, closely followed by _a patrol
from the 2/1 Bn, there-upon the Bn took up positions in readiness
but nothing was seen of elther patrol. At 1300 the €0 ordered

B Coy forward tc relelve A Coy, allowing the latter to collect
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EORA RIDGE 2% thelir ratlions brought up during the morning. Bn dug in for the
night with B Coy forward, then C, D, A, Bn HQ, and HQ Coy. 1830 |
two Pls of D Coy, who had been out on the right flank, joined |

: the Bp. Casualties for the day :- 4 killed twelve wounded.
26 B Coy were ordeeped to attack at 0730 and the Bn moved

further along the track. Heavy enemy Mgs held up the attack
however, and the Bn halted at 0935 hrs., B Coy were still held

up and C and A Coys, bypassing them to sewmure high ground by

1730 hrs, and in an attack at 1800 Sgt Copeman led a patrol
through and cut 12 yard of Jap telephone cable. The enemy counter-
attacked metween A & B Coy at 1845, driving back‘a Pl of B Coy,

The attakk, however, was held the enemy retiring, and a qulet

nlght ensued. 1In spite of difficulties, mail was still being

kept up to the troops and a conslderable amaumber of letters were
distributed during the afternoon's heavy and continuous rain,

27 At 0700 the CO called for Maj] Hutchison and informed him
that owlng to hls ear injury he did not feel up to leading the Bn,
and instructed Maj Hutchison to assume command of the Bn he him-
self being evacuated to hospital. Ma] Hutchison then decided

to comb the spur. He now had under his command one Coy of the

2/2 Ba. This Coy he ordered to take the right flank, two Pls

of D Coy and one Pl from B Coy were to form a central column and

C Coy'and A Coy followed by Bn HQ and HQ Coy were to take a left
flank, The three columms were to move for a thousand yards then |
halt and contact each other. Distance between columns to be 300 |
yards. The Bn moved @t 08$% O hrs and at 1130 the Coy of the 2/2 Bn
contacted the enem¥y A D Coy patrol made contact with the Jap &nd
then attacked, but the enemy force proved stronger than at first
thought, patrol suffering 1l killed 4 injurdd. D Coy then asked

for gsslstance where-upon C Coy was ordered to arrange an &ttack |
with D Coy, Lieut McGuinn acting as OC D Coy. Two Pls C Coy left \
at 1700 hrs but the attack did not eventuate owing to the ligh¥
and a quiet night followed.
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EORA RIDGE

28

At 0730 a patrol from D Coy was ordered to contact the Coy
from the &/2 and then to.proceed a further $00 yards, they were
unable to contact the Coy from the 2/2. 1030 hrs a recce party
from the 2/25 Bn arrived enroute to Allola, but on hearing the
situation here, returned. The Bn prepared for an attack and at
1400 hrs ¢ and D Coy under the command of Capt Fulton left with
instructions to destroy the enemy. Two Pls were sent forward at

1530 to find the enemydd flanks, and D Coy were dlrected to attack
on the left, and ¢ Coy on the right. At 1700 D Coy struck and
drove back the Jap, snd then C Coy opened their attack, the enemy
was trapped. Hls LMG fire was severe and his positlons very strong
but our Coys showed great ferocity and determination, rushing in
with grenades caused a complete routd, The Japs,still alive,
fled screaming. The battle ended at 1830, and all was quilet,
Mean-while the 2/1 Bn had been hammering af the Japs on the main
track. Casualties for the day:=- 11l killed, &1 wounded.

Investigation of the scene of yesterday evening's battle
revealed that at least 69 Japs had been killed, Thls very strong
enemy position had apparently been occupled some time, a store
shed being found and a large amount of Japanese equlpment being
discovered, including LMGs, mortars, a portable wireless set and
some valuable papers. Patrols reported at 0830 that the area
was now clear of all Japs, whilst a report from the 2/1 Bn’
indicated that the enemy had retreated from the main track. The
Bn prepared to move at 1130 to follow up the enemy, but the
ration party arrived at 1115 lps and the departure was delayed
until 1230 when a North Easterly course was taken, descendling the
steep mountain side by various Japanese tracks. On Jjolning the
main Alolla track the Bn max linked up with the remainder of the Bde
and a halt was made for the night, when tired, but followlng yes-
terdays success, very cheerful men were served with their first hot
meal since breakfast on the 82 of October,
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EORA CREEK to ALLOLA 30

ALOLA = ABUARI

31

At 0830 the Bn moved in the following order, A3 D, Bn HQ,
HQ Coy, C & B Coys, and on the way there was considerable evidence
of the Jap retreat in the form of cartrlidge boxes and signal equlp-
ment strewn along the track. Further along two pack saddles were

noticed, as well as the remains of two mules. News was recelved thaty

the #/1 Bn had teken Alola and wasprogressing without opposition,
The 2/3 Bn camped near Alola enjoying eanother hot meal and a pe&ace-

ful night.
v planes were dropping supplies at Alola from O®00hrs, many

en enjovine extra rations there-by. After a hot breakfast Bn moved
Et oﬁ%.y ngs came through that the 2/1 Bn had reached Isurava
without opposition., The Bn followed the 2/2 Ba on the rlght flank
of the main track and passing Abuarl at 1345, the Bn pushed on to
camp the night at a point about ® hours travel from Mlsama. The
country dm ring the days Jjourney had been more open which fact
coupled with strong sunshine had rendered the day the warmest
experienced since 18 October.

S €6, 2/3 Kust Inf Bn

S. 8. P. Ltd.—1525/11-—(C2118—1 Pad H}—il}ﬂ’ﬂﬂﬂ Pads Order No. 817/G574 dated 26.7.41.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGT026865




& ,.':: : . _?' P _Nnuﬁﬂaet{ "
' 50T MR W— WAR DIARY
! , YBAR 1942 . e UNIT 2/3 Aust Inf Bn

{ Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

] Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs.,
Title pages will be prepared in manuscript.

i INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required.)

Army Form C-2118.

_l Hour, | Date, Place.

Summary of Events and Infermation.

Remarks and references to appendices.

Hov 1 TRACK Abuari The Bn moved at 0930 hrs,and the Brig passing through the columm

Misima

rJ

TRACK Sagi to
Kobara

| 3  KOBARA

remarked on the relatively fresh appearance of the men,many of whom
had taken advantage of the halt by the creek and had bathed and
shaved,The Bn was ordered to push through the 2/2 Bn,and passed
Misima at 1400 hrs.It was learned that patrols of the 2/31 Bn had
reached DENIKI without striking opposition and that the 2/2% Bn

and 2/33 were pushing along on the left flank,During the latter nart
of the day's march excellent views of the KOKODA area were obtained,
and what pleasure was afforded by the sight of the fliat areas The Bn
bivoweked for tie night with A and D Coys at FILA, B Coy,BnHQ and HQ
Coys at SAGI and C Coy at KAILE, 100 hrs saw a tobacco issue and
sonme rations arxive,and inspite of the heavy rain and Japs smokes
were enjoved,

D and A Coys moved at 0800 hrs,B Coy BnHQ and HQ Coy moved to
TILA at 0830 and € Coy moved at 0700 hrs . A and D Coys pushed on
with the object of securing a dropping groundiThe remainder of the
Brnwaited at ILA for Bde Hq to catch up. After a couference with
the Brig the CO o rdered the Bn to move . After a very steep descent
the track became very level and several small villages were passed,
AT one of these villages it was learnt that a large number of Japs
had passed along the main track from XOKODA four days previously,
1800 wre found the Bn bivoucking at the dropping ground of Kobars,
where the Bde were to await rations.A patrol from B Coy had been

s5ent to the village of PIRIVI retuming at 1800 hrs without contactin

the enemy.The 2/2 Bn was then ordered& to push on tke- to the main
KOEBdA track that night. During the night news was received that
KOKODA had been oc aupied by the 25 Bde at 0900 hrs this mo ning
Droppring was commenced at 1000 hrs, D Coy providing the picking up
parties., Bde HQ arrived at 1030 hrs followed by the 2/1 Bn, Many of
the Bn were enjoying a bathe in the swift flowing creek when a
warning order was received to move at 1400 hrs. Rations had not been
igsued by that time however,an  the Bn remmined. Bde pushed on at 1430

and passed through the 2/2 Bn moving towards OIVI and were fired on
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Nov 3  FOBARA

4

5 OIVI

by one LMG and 2 snipers. 2/2 In procceded forward and B and C Coys
2/3 bn were ordered to leave at 1830 and follow the 2/2 Bn who were

to attack at 0730 hrs the following day,

2/2 Bn attacked byt the enemy had withdrawm during the night,

2/3 Bn (less B ard C Coys) were still waiting for rations ,with the
2/1 Bn, from whom the 3Bn were to kake over the dropping ground.On
receipt of 3 days rations the Bn moved off at 1330 hrs, B and C Coys
were rejuinii.shﬂrtly after reaching the main KOGKODA /SANAWANDA track)
The Bn bivoufked for the night,on the main track west of OIVI,after
meking contact with the 2/2 Bn,.The 2/1 Bn moved along the Kobara/
Ilimo track with the intention of getting in behind the enemy.

0730 hrs A and D coys were sent forward and at 1030 hrs came undep

command 2/2 Bn,The remasinder of the Bn moving forward in short stages,
The 2/2 Bn contacted the enemy on the ridge SOUTHE of the track,west

of OIVI ,and attacked at 1500 hrs,gaining 1lit fle ground although the (51

attack was not a sucwess, At 1700 hrs B Coy BnHQ,HQ and C Coy moved
to take up positions on the high cround South of the main track
while A and D Coys under 2/2 comd occupied high ground to the North.
At 0630 hrs a patrol from B Coy were sent along the spur running
at 145 dg from BNHQ with the object of ascertaining the topography
of the area and of determining the position of the enemy,after moving
400 yds the patrol encountered heavy fire and sustaingd 7 casualties,
A patrol from C Coy was then sent out at 0830 with the object of
working around the enemy's flank,but on reaching a spur further to
the west were held up age: by the enemy. At 1100 hrs the remainder
of C Coy moved further round the enemy's flank,and at 1400 Cands B
Coys attacked from their respective positions. 2 Pls of C Coy
advanced 200 yds,driving the enemy from his pesitions and capturing
a medium liG,Owing to casualties sustained,however the A/A pl was
thrown in to help to resist a Jap counter attack,and under the
direction of Lieut Hoddinott,were able to block the eneny after
withdrawing 50 yds. B Coy and 1 »l of C Coy were unable to make any
progress.At 1630 hrs the 3 Bn-moved up to reinforee B and C Coys.
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At 1730 the Japs counterattacked esgain, with fievce LUG fire and

mich yelling, but the attack was repulseds No cuaualkities from this
counter attacke At 1830 news arrived that the 25 Bde wgs moving along
the track KOBARA « ILINO to come in the rear of the Japs.

At 0915 C Coy opened.fire on the Japs with a 2" Mortar, but the mortax
was pinned down after 2 shots, At 0917 B Coy attackek along their spu
hit the attack was hal ted before any ground could be gained, Casulzities
sustained were = 4 killed, 1 Officer and 8 0 R's wounded, The 2/2 Bn
wpened fire from 0915 to 0925 but i not attack as was originally
intended, The Bn now proceeded ®o dig in pending a 3" lortar shoot.

The effect could not be observed but the Jap replied with his liortar
and Mountain CGun with little effect. 1600 hrs. & report from A Coy
stated that they were moving towards the track with the object of
closing a gap between them and the 2/2 Bn. D Coy prepared to move
after A Coy had taken up its new posgition, Bom A Bde orlder stated that
each Coy, alternatiively, provide a 24 hr standing patrol of 1 Fl
strength i n the area just vocated., B Coy fied 14 2" lortar bombs at
1715 hrs. Six of these landed in the target area.,

At 0615 Bn opened up with SA Tire with the object of finding £k if the
enery was still in his positions. The reply wasonly slight and at
approx 0700 hrs a three inch Mortar shoot commenced, 0300 word was
received from Bde that zircraft were to bomd and straff OIVI during
the morning. A patrol from A Coy departed at 0815 to ascertain the
extent of the ememies left flank. This patrol returned at 1400 hrs
reporting no eneny contacted on the high feature left of the range.
A patrol from D Coy under Lieut Barrett worked around to the rear of
the eneny's and reported much chatting in Japanese positions, but
retired without showing fight. Enemy snipers were busy throughout

§. 8. P. Ltd.—1525/11—C2118—1 Pad 50—100,000 Pn%btﬁia
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the afternoon, B Coy of the 3 sn sustained one casualty, while during

1500 hrs. 3" Mortar shoot commenced and continued on till the afternogn.

terngon also sounds of chopping were heard from the enemy position.

AWM 3 inch mortar shoot commenced.
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Fov 8 0IVI

10

. evacuating wounded, and troops had benifited yesterday and today by
improved rations including M & V, bacon and sausages, butter and Jjam,

 tins 1n contrast to those dropped, Much to the surprise of the troop
each man received a= the dmkacacke delicacy of the day one tiny piece

Flanes had been landing food at KOKODA Air strip in addition to

while biscuits issued were whole and the bully beef in uniformly shapﬁd

of fruit cake,
The 0700 hrs fire display again drew a light reply. Three 2" lortar

bombe fired by the Japs landed in the area of A Coy 3 Bn, but all three

were fortunasely duds, D Coy, at 0760, sent out a patrol to find the
enemy' s right flank, and Lieut MeGuinn, leading this patrol, reported |
en his return, that he considered he could reach the road without
contacting the enemy. Lieut lMeDougall lead an A Coy patrol to the
rear of the J:-ps, and one of his section leaders, believing he heard
Japanese voices, opened fire and advanced but could find nobody. On
Lieut leDougall's return, Capt Brown sent out another patrol. A 2%
Mortar shoot proceeded during the afternoon, and in the course of

their reply the Japs landed one bordl, which happily failed to eXplodey

in Bn HQ area. Preparations vere mad e to signal to sircraft agx that

bombing eovld take place, The Battalion was back on "dropped ratioms"|
but B Echelon, for the third successive evering, supplied an excellent

hot meal after standdowm.
At 0700 hrs the fire display was made along the entire front with the

obj ecct of ascertaining if the enemy were still in position in atren;tﬁ,

end the Jap fire in reply killed one and wounded one, both C Coy men,
B Coy 3 Bn sent a patrel around to the rear of the J panese pogition
and Tire heard later from that direction was persumed to be from this
patrol. At approx 1230 ‘he Jap opened up with his 2" Mortar landing
ten bombs in Bn HQ area, four of which were duds. One casualty resultqd
ifhis man was injured after two duds hed landed near his bed, A patrol
of three men was sent out to investigate the poosibility of the
existence of Jiup listering posts, and to establishk one of our own

b1

between Bn HQ and Bosgard (2/2 Bn)e B Coy, 3 Bn patrol returned at
1400 hrs and revortad naving clashedwith the Jap, encountering heavy

S. 8. P, Ltd.—1525/11—C2118—1 Pad 50—100,000 Pads Order No. 817/G574 dated 26.7.41.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGT1026865



e ¥

| NONTH NOVEUBER
| SEAR 1942
Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs., Vol. 1.

Title pages will be prepared in manuscript.

(Erase heading not required.)

Army Form C-2118.

o/ 3 AUST INF BN

Hour, Date, Place.

Summary of Events and Infermation.

Remarks and references to appendices.

Nov 10 0IVI

MMG and LMG fire and having one man wounded., buring the afternoon the

enemy fired LMG onto C Coy's area without causing casualties, and fired
our 3" lMortar opened
liortar Bomb landed beside the

hig 2" Mortar over to our left flank, At 1100 Y rs
up and during yhe afternoon one Jup 2

R AP but proved to be a dud, A suggestion came from the 25 HBe, now
siltuated in the ILINMO area well in the rear of the Jap positions,

that the Japanese were recei Wing reinforeements on
OUIs,

Our early morning fire display drew no reply
forward, D Coy patrol on the left
reported that the Jap had

their front from

S0 patrols were sent
and € on the right and when they
withdrawn, B Coy, followed by C Coy, BnHQ,

and HQ Coy were ordered to move down to the track immediately., & Coy

Joined us at the track, D Coy moving
Bde moved 2/2, Bde HQ, 2/3., 1130 Bn

consolidated around Zde HQ. The 2/2 Bn pushed forws
25 Bde advaneing toward OIVI from

on the left of
reached the village of OIVI and

the track, The

rd to contact the

ILINO, At 1230, the 3 Bn, who had

been left behind to search the J=panese positions on the ridge, moved

through the 2/3 Bn to follow
with the 2/1

the 2/2Bn. Newswas received that the 2% B

to establish headquaters near
12

assisted by 2/1 Bn at GORARI,

provided by B Echelon. shortly
a samll creek by which we ¢
AT 0400 hres sentries from the
Gistanee to the Bast and it was
the enemy blowiung up a dumps A

UAILN
TRACK

13
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Bn had a most successful morning, , wiving out 150 enemy
nd captering two mountain guns and five
bathe during the afternoon., 1440 Bde HQ received a message that the
2/2 Bn had contacted the 25 Bde,
2/2 Bn,
0500 hrs the Bn moved forward =
establish at OIVI, News was received of a furthep success of 2§ Bde

prisoners of war., two dumps an

limited supply

1500 Bae HQ moved on towards GORARI
cross OIVI creek to all ow 7 Diy g to

enenmy killed totalling 259 and sixm

d 20 horses captured. Two hot meals werk
alfter halting, after & 2 hour marech in
the rain, the pioneer pl constructed a very
nped ,
Lorvard @Goy's report explosions
i
|

gervicable bridge weross

i the
oeen

. TR
sd b Ul ki

conslaered

IliGs, Most of the Bn enjoyed fa

ae

| ,1_'-'. 411 .:.C III.‘E{.HL]-
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L L:’LI
TRACK

(S

| oy 1

14

WAIROPE

North. and at 2030 the 2/1 Bn, who were camped 200 yerds in our rear,

e T

roi ters hoving come to hand most men received necessaly replacementis.
_ome members of the Bh gave the appearance of having ﬂmﬂt v;all:eci out
oL & Ea".n::-jb. 1545 Bn is ordered to move, order of march being D, A, Bunllg,

eC, & B, HQe. R A P, B Echelon. At 1830 the Bn bivoui.ced ap: Drox nt

2 miles .evt of ILIAO having passe@ through the remainger of the Bd
at -GORARI - where we ELPPllEﬂ the 2/1 Bn with gome rations, Many of the
men handing their rations in with mueh pleasure thinking a hot nmeal
would result. It probably did, but for 2/1 Bn, Passing through GORARI
signs of the recent Tighting in that area were noted with pleasure.
Uuch Jopanese matreidl was still lying around the various durnps,
Battalion moved at 0900 hrs in the game order as yesterday, travelling
behind Diwvision, who had passed t hrough us at 0800 hrs. Some rmddy
patches were encountered bgt ihﬁ track was mainly good « and level,

and a brisk pace was meintained, On the way there was much eviQEHGE'ui
es,

the recent fighting by the 25 Bde and of the Jap retreat, lecving hor
harness, cycles and other equipment.

At 1400 hrs the battalion bivouaced BQO yds west of WAIROPE and the
troops benifited by o bathe in the nearby creek, It was lezmnt theat
owing t o the efficiency of our cir-force it would take a EERNEKEFEXEXE
conei ders We time to erect o suitable bridge across the KEKNUEE KULUSI
ag they had completely destroyed the old one. The 25 Bde had started to
cross an improvised bridge at 1100 hrs this morning, but progress was
very slow. At 288@xhr 2000 hrs a distant explosion was heard to the

reported a Jap in the vieinity of their B Hchelon. They sent a phtrul
to investigates

fhe battalion had to wait for the other troops to cross the KUNMUSI
river, but was ordered to be ready to rove at any tigie after 1200 hrey
At 1800 hrs & move forward was made to the West bank of the river and
the battalion bivouaced under orders to be prepared to move at any tine
during the might, Later the order was given that D Coy would conmence
to cross at 0§45, The two Artillery men who had been taken on strengtk
at MYQLA leke No 2. had here to leave the battalion to be returned to

i
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Wov 16 WAI ROPE

17  SANGARA
MISSION
TRACK

18

19

Although the 2/2 Bn personnel had been crossing the EUMUSI by "Flying-

So D Coy were then ordered to commence crossing at 0700 hrs, but it
wes 0730 before the leaders of this Company made the precarious passage
across the single width log and wire bridge which had been improvised.

to the junction of the main track andthe track to ISIVITA, snd at 1300
the BEn conmenced to advance towards ISIVITA, Some slashed rubber boats

The R A P persormel utilised a horse asfar as the first log crossing
of a steep banked stream, but then had to carry a heavy load. The tracl
became very rough, with some steep pinchede The battalion bivouaced at
QMBI at 1730.

The battzlion moved at 0800 hrs bn the following order, B Cow, Bn H

a long day's march,the latter pert in tnryential‘rain, had to bivouae
at 2 clearing an hour's march short of this degtlnatinnt

A patrol from C Coy left at 0800 hrs for SANGARA MISSION, thence to
INAMINTURA, the remaineder of the battalion departing at 09 30 h{a

and reachihg SANGARA MISSION at approx 1115hrs, Ha}f an ﬁgur la ter
slmost 2 cheer was raised zs ke ahead opened a vistla which included
the sea. Several clezrings and garders were passed and at 1700 the Bn

rations sugumented by boiling yams, sguashes and green pawW=pDaws.
bpn moved ag 0730 =28d reached POPPENDETTA av vil _ywhereﬁﬁde Was picked
up, ad where 2/3 Bn passed through 2/2 Bn., At 0330 the Bn moved again,
towards the days objective ) NAMELY THE uuagt - C.Cny lexding, Puk

followed by D, -Bn HQ, #HQ A z2nd 5 Coys. E The battalion was now leading

was net, being escorted back t0 Bri gade, followed a little latexr by
another, while on the =ide of the read under gu=rd sgquatted & naked,
emacicted creature. At 1200 C Coy first caught sight ol armed Japs

3%
T

retreating and four disused trucks were found on the roadslide, oOle

The 2/2 Bn continued to use the "Flying-fox", D C oy then moved forward

zisrdedchy abandoned by the Japanese were seen on the side of the track,

C Coy D Coy HQ A Coy, with SANGARA NISSION =8 the objective, but aiterp

the Brigsde gnd a police boy was taken a guide. At 1030 a Jap prisongr

3 3 1 a N i A e " = *.'-II.- LB 1' W f .:_' i r-"n" 1
e without battries and other parts, but after an nDouUr's WoIX ABGU

wepr
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fox" throughout the ni ht many yet remained on the West Bank at 0545 his.

telted and bivouaced in a small village. ¥ires were permitted and speIjse
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= iE i
oV 19 MAIN TRACK| personnel had one truck in working order, At 4230 the area was
POPPENLETTA clecred of Japs, two sets of huts being fownd,and fter lunch the
SANAYANDA | bottslion moved onjl but the leading Coy was fired on after half its
personnel had passed through a large Kunai patch « one man being
killed, D Coy was then sent to the right and A to the left. At 1500 |
all was clear zgain and the battalion progressed, but &t 1715 C Coy
struck the Jap in force. D Coy then moved round to the left to come ‘
in behind the eneny, but were pinned down, so A Coy moved further
round to get in the Japl's rear and attacks .wing %o darkness however,
the attaeck could not be made and the Bn dug in for the night.
20 SOPUTA ¢ Coy and D Coy and two platoolis of A Coy sdvanced at 0630 onto
SOPUTA =nd found that the enemy had deparied overnight., = Perhpas the
few chells they had let go at 0330 were a parting giit. The Brigadier
srrived st bn HQ at 0700 :nd ordered an advance for hall an hour, and
acecordéingly the -n moved at U83VU with D Coy in the lead.y followed
by C, Bn HQ, HQ Coy and B Coye, with A Coy =8 protection for DBde.
No oprosition wes encountered during the half hour so breakfast was
ordered and {ies ¥k£k 1it, but the 2/1 Bn moving through at 0930
struck the Jape 600 yazepds ahead and fires were extinguished when his
Mountein Gun opened up. The battalion started to dig in and remained
f or the day, 2/1 Bn gutting 2 coys to the left to patrol for the
Jap flank, while at 1630 two Coys of 2/2 Bn were pushedaround the left

flank to join up with the 2/1 Bn,

SOPUTA o Hews was later received that two Coys 2/1 Bn had struck the eneuny at
SAIANDA a large dump one mile further along, and in a successful attaeck had
TRACK driven the enery from the dump and had then advenced until striking

strong positions. 1t was reported that the 128 Regiment had staxrted to
arrive at SOPUTA end being the first Americans seen, this was very
welcome information. :

21 It was learned that the two Coys 2/1 Bn had last night got well onto
the Jap rear flank csusing cadiualties, Ihough our own losses were
coneidered fairly heavy. At 0830 the Bn prepared to move behind 2/2 Bn
and followed by the remainédr of 2/1 Bn. At 0945, 2/2 Bn contacted
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got onto the flank. oome opposition was encountered, and two voys

Nov 2l SOPUTA = 2/2 Bn moved around the ilanks to ¥m attack with 2/3 Bn digging in
SANANANDA | on the track after moving one mile, At 111U A voy 2/3 bn moved forward
TRACK to back up A Coy of 2/1 astride the tracky and at 1230 the bn advanced

600 yards and U Coy coming under command 2/2 on took up position in
rear of A voy. At 1930 B Coy moved up with thepioneer platoon to relieve
the two Loys 2/1 on who had met the vaps last might, and who had auffeEed
five officers and fifteen O Rs killed, and one officer and thirty thre

O Rs wounded, Uwing to the extremely darngerous position however, the
command considered it wiser to take up position 100 yards to the rear
of that vacated by the 2/1 voys, and then A Coy withdrew to straighten
the line,

22 intermittent firing by the Jap was heard during the early hours. At
0915, the 3 on, plus half one on 126 negt., passed along the track
through 2/3 bn, and took over positions = two voys to the left, one
Coy to the right - beyond LYSAGHT (B Coy) who were approx 800 yrés
from Bn HQ, with the object of getting in behind the Jap and attacking,
Y Loy returned to on and occupied an area near sn HQ., Uur A/C carried
our straffing and A/F bombing of the enemy positions at 1250, wvuring
the mornipg CApt GALL unearthed a buried Jap,mountain gun, and reported
having seen unarmed enemy parties searching for buited ammunktion,
Lieut SAYERS and Lieut STEPHEUSON reached the osn from L O o and were
. appointed to Platoons, |
23 After further spasmodic firing during the morning, our general “tickle
up at 0630 was answered by the Japs, Later in the mornipg the mountain
gun unearthed yes terday was brought mck, maj ¢wIissON arrived at on
HQ from LOB% and at 1400 hrs he and Maj HUTCHISON were summoned Ly the
Brigadier and ordered to form a composite company of 100 men from the
Bn, with a special task, this Coy to be ugder command of vapt WALKER,
and to leave tomorrow, 'he American voys on the left (I and K Coys)
had been prepared to atta ck at 1500 but abonded the project. in favour
of a continuance of outflanking the Jap positions until reaching Phe
track junction, L Coy on the right lauached an unsuccess ful attach at
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Two 25 pdrs which had been landed at rOrPeEnvsTLA ppened up from a
position 1% miles in rear of bn nQ, at 19U0 hre and again at 2200,

to the general comment of £k "like old times®.

At 0351 5 rounds were fired from the 25 prs, and at U615 a display of
SAk fire wes emswered ly the vaps, The composite Coy consisting of
Capt WALKEKR, Lieuts oUrkR :and SAYERS and 91 ORs departed at 0945 hrs,
their task being to travell by the left flank, cut the main SANANANDA
track approx 1 mile north of the track junction, there to dig in, :
des troy the enemy and remaein until contacted by 25 pde or by 126 Kegte ‘
One man from Viv sigs wes attached with 208 set and one 4 section man

accompanied the party for chiper work, Bach man carried four days hard
and three days emergencyex rations, At 1030 majs vlissON and nUTCHISUN
conferred with @eneral VASHEY and orig LLOYD, ma} «IssON at 1230 assumed
command of the bn, Hajor nUTUHISON as 2 1i/c ® going to b Efchatlnn. ‘
At 2315 the Americans opened up with sA fire on the vap positions, |
On the vap counter to our 2315 fire, at 0200, two men of the 2/2 bn
were wounded and at 0615 the enemy replied vigourously to our dawn
¥iickke-up®, From 0945 to 1015 there was Mortar fire from the 2/2 on,
and at 1545 128 Hegt staged a mortar shoot in vhich a bomb falling
short cauged the following 16 ode casualties: - bu major VAWSON and
‘Vapt SLAMEY were wounded, 1 Oxt killed, 1 wounded while 2 US officers
were also wounded, vuringthe mornirg vpl lMaguire with the men and one
3% uortar reached POPPENVETTA By plane and at 143V the L0 Lt-vol
STEVEISON arrived at Bn nQ and took over. A Us muajor called at nde nQ
at 0615 and departed at 1230 to teke command of Kand I Coys on the 1&f|t,
while an Nz major, who had arrived for the purpose of studying vap
tactics, called at on nQ, later conferring at nde HQ, At 1730 Capd
WALKER returned with a sprained ankle, and reported that the composite
voy, now under commend uieut bUink, expe cted to reach the recad tomorrow.
There was an issue of 2 o0z. tobacco and 1 pkt papers per man, while
' "Guinea Gold" the paper published on the fidkd for the nuF made its
first appearance in the bon,

SOPUTA =
S ANANANDA
TRACK

NOV 23

24
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Summary of Events and Information. Remarks and references to appendices.

B —

At U615 there was the usual exchange of Iire. vuring the morning two
patrols, each comprising one officer and 12 URgs departed trom 2/1 bn
on ¢ R tactics, one tb cut the track the northé of oUYEX, and the othe
to cut the track SANANANUA-ONA, A report was received that vapt mmm.l&
had succumed to his wounds, At 1245 to 1315 Arty and American Mortars
fired on the vap positions, ut o Voy sustained casualties to the
extent of 5 killed and 8 wounded due to the dropping short of three
bombs , rollowing this barrage, at 132V one voy 126 Regt moved forward
through B voy to attack, Jap mortar fire at 1730 caused the wounding
of one A voy man and four Americans, and at the same hour a message
wes received from SOYER stating that the KILLERTON track had been
reached at 1130, but that a further move Mast was impracticable owing
to the swamp, voys of 126 KHegt atta &ked again at 18UV, at 1030 the vO
Eﬁgmintarviewed Brig LLOYV and the wl, and vapt WALKEK went to bde as
L
The day opened guietly, there being no early morning “tickle up*,
126 Regt reported that as a result of yesterdey's acdions the voy on
the right had adwvanced 350 y ardg, and claimed to be in rear of the
Japse. Un the left, one voy was 160 yés forward of LYoaAunT, and the
other voy 200 yrds left forward of LYSAwHT, I'hroughout the morning the
Japs had a mountain gun firing to rear of on Q. A message was received
at midday from bUYsK reporting having contacted 3 vaps at 1700 hrs
yesterday, one vap being killed., vaptured Jap rapers were being sent
back, together with 20 Kabaul natives, At 1300 a further message from
BOYER sta ted that the composite coy had met a Jap force of unknown
strength at 0700 and had withdrawn to the edge of the mx swamp with
four wounded, two being stretcher cakes, iIn reply the orig advised
Lieut BOYER %0 return at his own discreétion. New was received that two
of the b voy men wounded yesterday had di@d at aAus, at 1200 major
HUTUHISON took command HQ voy, Maj vlmsUN moving back to b mchelon,
gnd at 1415 Cap® »ULTON took over commend B Coy. Three composite
Yoy personnel reached on nQ at 1430 escorting the captured Kabaul Nati
At 1600 six vap planes bombed the SOFUTA A U 5 the reported casualties

§. 8. P. Ltd.—1525/11—C2118—1 Pad 50-100,000 Pads Order No. 817/G574 dated 26.7.41. being 27 dead,
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NOV 27 SOPUTA =
S ANAWANDA
TRA K
28
29

The enemy eggaged the right voy 126 Regt at 2U35 with fierce SA and
2* umortar fire to which our Arty very eifeetively replied., in the
engagement vapt BOBuwany was killed, he being our only casualty.
Intermittent firing on the right continued throughout the night. At
2100 report from HERWIs indicated voys on the left had not advanced as
claimed and were now in his rear,

On a Jap Sjt killed on the night of 26 Nov was found a diary which
indicated that the vaps had penetrated I and K Coys positions and that
the Jvaps were exXpecting reinforeements night 26/27 nov. The vomposite
voy repotted ba & bBn HQ at 1030, Lieut BOYHER stated that they had
spent the first two dgys paddling through a swamp, and on the third

day (26 Nov) had cut the KILLERTOMN track, whereupon patrols had been slent

to the North ad to the south, The former patrol had come upon 20
Rabaul natives who had been duly sent back, while themen who had
remeined in position where the track had been cut, ambushed three vaps

killing ones. Ag g patrol investigating due Bast hed found that the
swamp prevented a passage in that direction to the SANANANDA track, it
was decided to persue the KILLERTON track southwa®d and link up in thi
was with the main track, or wkth 126 Regt, or else find a suitable plac
further south, to effect the crossing. The voy travellimg oouth passe
the spot where US troops had fought three or four days previously, and
came upon deserted Jap Puts, and enemy fire was encountered, four
casualties induding stretcher cases being sus tained, A messzge reporti
thks was sent to psrigade and the Loy retired to the swamp by the same
track, made stretchers and set out to tind the uS track or cut a new t;%

This occurred on the Morning 27 Nov and at midday the message re retu
was received from sde. The US track was struck at 1400 hrwy Un additio
battle casualties mentioned, am a number of pmxxomskX personnel of

the composite voy had developed fever and were evacuated on their
return to battalion. (Incidently the vacuations due to P U U had become
quite numerous among other voys during the past two or theee days.)
An Arty shoot during the morning resulted in the direct hits on barges
huts at SANANANDA, At 0620 there was an exchange of SA fire aznd later

S. 8. P. L4d.—1525/11—C2118—1 Pad 50100000 Pads Order No. 817/Go74 dated 26.7.41. +1 the morning our Arty and Morters became activ
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Nov 29 SOPUTA -« | the vap Mountain vun replying at 1100 hrs, and dropping shells %o the
SANANANDA | rear of bBn HQ..Col TOMLINSON (126 negt) conferred with brig LLOYD on
TRACK the subject of the American attack planned for tomorrow while waje=sen
VASEY arrived at bde at 1640,
left at 1540, and 2120 bombing was heard in the SUNA directimn, and g
2200 our Arty was again in action,
3 30 there was a sharp exchangce of SA fire at 0600 » and at 0630 our Arty

opened wp, bringing forth a reply from the Jvap mounteain gun, At 0830
the sn stood to when our Arty barrage cormmenced on the Jap positions

AXkx A lively fire duel took place on thf

in front of the 2/2 5n voys on the left

« The 2/3 bn 3%

Mortars (under

the Us 81lmm Mortars endeavoured
0f the US platoon on the right.

S5jt TUCKER) then opened up on the enemy in front of A and s Voys, and

being intense fire for 30 minutes, followed only ty spasmg@4 ¢ shooting)

to knock cut the MG position in front
At 0900 the Americans attacked, there

but at 1100, Lieut BOYER, who

had taken v and U composite

voy 200 yds

forward of bBn HQ,

reported 1 and K Co

y8 atteck to be progressing

satisfectorily, orders being to avoid

fire«fights, to work forward,

and to get in with the bayonet,

nhe sald that on the right flank L voy

At 1700 it was reported that
track, gnd at 1800 v Coy saw

was doing likewise, and had moved about 200 yds without contacting.

Jvaps apparently moving into a bivouac

S, 8. P. Ltd.—1525/11—C2118—1 Pad H-—100,000 Pads Order Na, 817/G574 dated 26.7.41.
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areaj whereupon a bayonet attack was ordered in two platoons, one led
by vapt SHIRLEY US, and one Lieut UANIELS RAA, the result being the
killing of fourteen eneny and the capture of three trucks. osoth

Capt SHIRLEY US and Lieut wANIELS lost their lives.,
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XE DEC 1 SOPUTA =
S ANANANDA
TRACK

(slowly, 1U00 ven WILLOUsHSY US forces arrived at sde. and went forward,

The Bde learns: of the failure of yesterday's attack, with fairly heavy
casualties to the US force. As the month opens the on, with a strength
of 12 Ufficers and 288 OR's is still in a holding position on the
SOPUTA = SANANANDA TRACK, At 0700 the Jap mountain opened up and an
exchange of SA fire followed., 1030 the Jeep service between HAPs :nd
AlB is @pened, releiving the strain on native carriers.

very little activity during the day, exeept in the KAP, The FUO
evacuations reached their height today. Une plus 28 going out. The
highest temp being 1U5,8. ‘

B HBch and kitchen moved up to within 400 yerds of bn HQ., nitherto

B Ech had been two miles back, and the kitchens 800 yards in rear of
Bn HQ. 0930 3" Mortar shoot to commence, 1030 lMortar shoot posponed to

allow US troops to withdraw to safety zone, Our APty opened wp at 2300
shelling SANANANDA bpeach.

0630 lively fire duel for 15 minutes. 0800 US force on SANANANDA track
came under c® mand srigadier LLOYD, 1100 canference at bde to stimmuwid
discuss attack by US forces tomorrow. Lt was also decided to attach
Capt BURRELL (2/1 Bn) and Lieut ueQUsAL (2/3 on) as advisors during ¢
the attack, to US forces. 1130 Col TOMLINSON and 126 Regt combined
groups left for she osUNA front, vuring afternoon Arty and mortars
registered in preparation for tomorrows barrace, 1600 two American
wenerals arrived at Bde, and inspected some of the forward positions.
1700 Jap mountain gwn fired a few rounds, narrowly missing bde nQ,

bde casualty resulted. mosquito (anti}cream) was issued for the first
time., Arty fire at 2300 directed at MOSEKOVE is, and vape KILLERTON,
At 0715 Arty commenced a marrage with US 81 mm wortars and 3% Mortars.
At 0745 barrage was lifted and US forces attacked, Little firing heard
Irom either side and reports coming in indicate US forces moveng very

Only a few exchingeg of SA fire during remaining of the mrning, 1t
would appear the attack failed. 1400 Brig calls a conference. Lieut
UMcDOUGAL was requested to give his opinion of why attack failed, this
was given in very plain Australian to uen WILLOUGHEY, who anpveared to

S 8. P. Ltd.—1525/11—C2118—1 Pad 50—100,000 Pads Order No, 817/G574 dated 26.7.41. 2PPrecliate its frankness,
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1730 Gen vASEY and the wI arrived from viv , andat a conference,

held at pde, it was revealed that 2 B of 30 Bde would releive 16 nde |

kowzxma tomorrow. 1300 .a Bn commanders conference at Bde, at which the
detalls the relief were discussed, 1900 Coy Commanders vonference,
1930 lMaj wIBSON left the sn to fly back to Aust to attend a commanders
gschool.

0730 I0 left with the 10s from bBde and 2/2 on to select respecitive can
gights. 0800 Bn area cleaned and men ready to move., 1000 move was

postponed until 1400, Order of march sn HQ, HQ and D Coy. A Coy and the

Composite B and v Coys to be releived 1645 and join remainder of on a

P

5OPUTA, 1300 fifteen Jap bombers escorted by fighters appeared overhead,
but fortunately they kept on their courgse and it was learned lateg that

POPENDETTA strip has been attacked, T'wenty bombs fell but no damage
was done. 1520 the first half of the on arrived at sOPUTA, and at 174
the second half arrived. waj nUTCAISON, Lieut SAYERS, Sjt EUMONDIO.N
and 30 ORs were left behind to agssist in the projected attack by

30 Bde next day, 2/2 Bn were to reamin in their positionsuntil after
the attack, but their relief was to take place not late than 72 hours
after the 2/3 bn., 5jt TUCKER and 19 ORs were detalled to remain as a
ration carrying party for 2/2 bn.

Hain had been heavy and continuous from 2330 until dawn, but a bright
day followed, andthe war was forced to take second place, Liverybody
proceeded to make themselves comfortatle, and the usual rumours and t
side~bets as to when we would reach Australia started, natives erecte
a Bn Orderly Hoom and cleared the underfrowth from our area. Owing

to yesterdays march the P U O evacuations commenced to soar again.
1700 Maj nUTCHISON arrived from the fromt and informed us that the
30 Bde attacked had failed, and fairly heavy casualties had been
sugtained, Lieut SAYERS and Cpl POINTER were wounded,

Bn resting and swimming parties organised, The wIRIWU River being th
swimming pool. Uwingto enemy air activity the ration position was |
rather acute, and on is supplied with American rations. Parade states
reveal that the srigade strergth is now only 560 men all told,

RCDIGT026865
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sn resting during the day. 1630 Coy commanders conference reveals that

the 2/3 Bn will releive 2/2 on tomorrow. 40 is forced to evacuate 2
and 26, owing to their state of health. He considers they would be mor
of a liability that an asset. A letter was also written to ALMS gtati
the he eonsidered that the 2/3 on inabilitated, and not fit for front
line service. on peepares to move next day.
0730 Brig sends for the C 0 and asks for an explanation of wO's letter
to ADMS, atter which the u0 is sent for and states his opinion before
the Brig and ADMS., 0830 the vO and 10 leave for the front, andthe bn,
now formed into composite Coys, A & D 3 and 56 under command Capt
HERWIG, and 5 and v 3 and 43 under command Major AUTCHIBSON, and Bn nQ
and nQ Coy 3 and 22, to act as carrying parties, moved at 0900 hrs and
reached 2/2 bn at 1030, A & D took over the positiens on the left and
B & C on the right, relief completed by 1430, The 5n then came under
command 30 Bde, -
Quiet day with Mortar shoots morning and evening, At 2115 Jap patrol
crawled to HUTCHISON fwd pesitions and threw grenades, they were met
with fire and after 15 mins the duel stopped, only to reopen by vaps
at 2330 when grenades were again thrown into our fwd positions, The
enemy then withdrew, Our casualties, 1 killed, At 2130 another Jap
ratrol tried to penetrate HUTCHISON's rear positions but tripped over
our trip wires and were successfully met with grenades., This Jap
patrol apparently stayed in the vicinity during the night.

US force at HUGGINS' Rd block, bde ordered this patrol because ration
parties moving to HUGGINS on the left flank had met opposition, ojt

HENNISON returned after covering 1200 ydgs . but coubd not contact the

force, 1700 hrs. two vaps were sniped from KERWIG's fwd position duri
the day. We had one man killed during the day at nsRWIG's position,
0630 Two Japs seen leaving old vap camp in rear of nUTCHISON's pesitio
carrying a box. When chased by our two man patrol they dropped the box

HUTCHISON's position to contact AUGGINS (s ee appendix J:i), returned at
8. 8. P. Ltd.—1525/11—C2118—1 Pad 50—-100,000 Pads Order No, 817/G574 dated 26.7.41. 1715 unable to contact HUGG INS,

and ran., The box contained detonators, 0900 Lieut HUNULE and party lef

0730 Sjt HENNISON left HUTCHISON's position with the object of contacting
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DEC 13 S ANAITANDA 1100 Brig LLOYD and Bde Sig Officef arrived to see how things were
TRACK going and stayed at Bn HQ for lunch, 1800 sni ping appears to be the

1l Jap killed in the respective aresa.
14 0730 Lt HODDINOTT and a US force Office
o contafict HUGGINS, this patrol was als

HUTCHISON reports another J ap sniped in
during night, 0650 Jap Mountain Gun fir

r and party left HUTCHISON

0 unsuccessful.

ZX®m aerizl photos taken of posns., Coys put out ground s

only form of amusement during the day, HERWIG and HUTCHIS ON report

1400 first
trips. 1800

his area. Our Arty open up

ed 5 rdg, the first for a week.

posn|

16

18

S, 8. P. Ltd.—1525/11—C2118 —1 Pag
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arrived, they are to make up the 3rd Bn for the 30 Bde,
Little activity during day but RAP working hard and 2 and 19 are

16 Bde composite Bn to be formed,
of  sweeping the tops £m of trees for snipers., 1530 Gen Vasey

tactics with little success,
0800 Gen Vasey arrived at Bde to discuss plans for a big attack

tomorrow, 0900 7 Div Cav commenced +o pass through to HUGGIN'S rogad

40—100,000 Pads Order No, 817/G574 dated 26.7.41. block.

1t would appear that ammunition for this gun is not over abundant,
Seldom before has Nippen permitted us to use our Mortars and Arty so
freely without a fairly good response Ifrom this gun, 0945 S jt EDMONSTO
and 10 men left HERWIG'S posn as a protective body for the FOO and
wireless set going to HUGGINS via left flank. Te party reached HUGGI
and returned safely, 1600 Lt-Col LOGAN of 7 Div Cav arrived at Bde HQ
for a conference, It was learnt later that the 7 Div Cam would pass
through tomorrow on their way to HIRGINS, Also the # 36 Bn adv party

evacuated,.1630 conference at Bde and when CO returned it was learnt
that the 36 Bn did not have their full compliment and that the 14 Bde
would probably form a composite Bn under his comd, 1730 CO and IO0 leav
on recce of 49 Bn posns in preparation for teking them over tomorrow.
1800 7 Div Cav advance party arrived at Bde. 1845 Bde cancels order fo

arrived at Bde. 1845 the lMountain Gun spoke again for 4 rounds, 1900
our Arty answered Mountain Gun, 1930 lountain Gun tried counter battery

0800 advance party of 36 Bn arrived and made Preparations to take over
from 49 Bn, 1100 55/53 Bn took over our Vickers Mes (2) with the objec

(Erase heading not required.) ' |

Remarks and references to appendices.

see apppndix B
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093 0 36 Bn moveld forward to take over from 49 Bn, 1000 conference
at Bde. 1030 Conference at Bn HQ dataila of tomurrum attach

discussed, The Bm is tO ST | z 5 - o 34 . o
1400 Brig LLOYD arrived at Bn Hq, a.nd infurmed us tha.t the 2/1

RORLDH AERI . [ ak: e plor - ~Raie - B

were to lem tumrrow. 14—45 IO tunkracce party from 2 36 Bn

_to HUTCHISON posn. 1830 IO took 22 men from 36 Bn to strengthen

19

HERWIG's posn for tonight. Arty active during the night.
0630 Sjt EDMONS TON Xexwm left HUTCHISON posn with 4 men to

cut Jap Sig wires along main crack, prio
Sjt EDMOLBTOH retumed a.‘fter Huccesaful cutting of 100 yrdseﬁ

and 0735 the attack went in. : Div Gav atta.cked. Nurthward. from|

HIGGINS and were to reach SANANANDA, 30 Bde were to clecan the |

Appendix C

Jap posn South of HUGGINS/ 0830 news came tkrough that 7 Div
Cavy had adwanced 1,000 yds but had struck heavy opposition.

'30 Bde made 1ittle progress, 0915 CU left Tor H
,tn ascertm.n hnw the attack b:,r 55/53 Bn was prngraasing. LOOG

i L ! Ri®-Z v Ly L

un the right fla.nk whara the 4-9 Bn were ma.king t}}e:u.r attgcok.

HERWIG reported amall party uf .Tapa warking round his flank,
CO ordered Lieut MacDOUGAL to take a patrol out and dedd with |

them. Lieut MacDOUGAL wies reported to be sick and ¥kkm Lieut
' STEPHENSON took the patrol. 1440 patrol returned. They were

unable to find Japs but saw some fuﬂ—ﬁfrﬁta—tﬁﬁﬁ“urder—fmm“ﬁ#o

that 55/53 Bn will relieve HERWIG at 1730, 17 00 I0 left fnr

o AT a HERWIC TERWHF! ¢

=Liil )

was com leted and Cny had tea at B Ech, 1900 EERWIG left for
‘being carried by

' Native Carriers) and arrived at 2100, There was no word of |

 HUTCHISON's relief by 36 Bn, Japs attacked HUTCHISON posn durii:g
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S ANANANDA
TRACK

DEC

19

night but 36 Bn had sent a Co7 round to HUTCHISON and the
attack wes repulsed

8oputa

20

0730 ASC supply breckfast for HERWIG's men. Troops made short

work of one mEXx of the best meals they had had for 2';5 months .
0930 Capt STANTON arrived at SOPUTA and told us that HUTCHIS O

had s till to be relieved, 1000 IO left to find camping area

be flown to loresby. 1300 HERWIG'H leaves for POPPENDETTA £rox
& - - = +'4 - L1 4=

—of the Loy arrived 3

oo o A - -

e, -

POPPENDETTA at 1500, most-of the men managed to set a 1ift in
Jeeps pasding to and from the Air Strivs,all the Coy had

arrived by 1700, 2030 hrs Capt STANTON, who had travelled from
SOPUTA with HERWIG's Coy went to POPPENDETTA Camp Commander

STANTON informed us that owing to the number of wounded to be

afternoon. He had also seen one of HUTCHISON's men, who had

hpﬁ'ﬂ =i =18 afa 08 Te 0 ™

m'l

| has been relieved by 1730 and the remsinder of the battalion
_would be at POPPENDETTA tomorrow afternoon,.

to Tind out the time of departure tomorrow, On nis return Capt|

lezve until tomorrow

|

POPPENDETTA

21

 that the battalion m camp was: ready before the battalion

0700 I O left camp for Air Strip to fly to lMoresby and sew ]

ards Drome and Xx was informed
more planes would be leaving for
S EBDT D1 At I WES s ¢—that—there

that owing to bad weather n

=y RN

would be no more planes leaving and HERWIG's Coy préparad a
campdng area for the C O and HUTCHISON Coy. 1500 the C O &and

22

lead of HUTCHISON Coy arrived.
Battalion awaited planes but owing to bad weather discovered

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

1T would nave to stay there until kmomxx following day.
10900 CO orders battalion to prepare to move over to Air strip.
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POPPENDETTA Dec 23 1030 the first plane load left., followed closely by a second
Wie . s o DA A D . ARG DhaNG. 1055, 3300 fourth,planesand last plem® |
carrying Capt STANTON and RMO left at 16 00 hrs, This plane
» O lost 1ts way in the cloudds and when the Pilot finally got his |
.................................... e e G W T ST 6V ST ML THE DAY THE P TANE T ARG |
Wards Drome sktmxkakxxik at 1600 hrs, maeny of the occupants
) O R ORI TNt [ e LR | e fﬂﬁlifﬁ’thﬂmmﬁfﬂr‘bhEt‘ri?iThﬂc'&m A A TS T T i e | S SO N o
DQEAEABB xxdxome (25 miles from Moresby). The troops were met|
k. e rome,. . puk.on. trucka. . .and taken (0 the camp Where LN | o eeeee—™m
first truck load arrived at 1515. They were given a hot meal
on arrival after which a new clothing issue was made do the
................................................................... f.runpg,anﬁparcelsanﬁletté‘i“sBﬂaf‘téﬁ'"'ﬁﬁai"fl‘?énTﬁﬁ‘laﬁt e s EE
truck load arrived at 1930, making the numbers 6 plus 57.
St e e A g T IR TSNl (IO 4. ....B&:t,.t,a,}_.i.g.ﬂ.".rﬁg.tgd,..,...:E.hﬁ.mLQB....Pﬂm.g.m&l....ﬂ.m.mu.p ...... .a.nd...ma.n;r..i.nlﬂ...i.aﬂ
were seen, Cpl WINNER, vostal Cpl, had to have a special truc
) h ORS00, DERC LS. Which had arriveé in our absence, Maj HUTCHISQN |
and 10 ORs were evacuated to hospital and many others were |
attending the RAP, At 1100 hrg the battalion, with a strengt
“.“.."¢qu“““.m.....“.........u...u“...--nuuuuu-u-u-unu-uunnuuun-uuuu-uuuuuuutunuu----uuuu-.....a.f"ua-u.gffi-E--é-ﬁu.ué:ﬁﬂ:n-%n-"..ﬂmu;u“m‘v.éﬁ---.ﬁ.ri.“.t.ﬁ*-..g...ﬁrig.gﬁeu.;Pmawain"t-auu-b e FEmnEss RS
reviewed by Gen, Sir Thomes Blamey. Owing to wet weather the
iﬁﬂ@&&#iﬂﬁﬂiﬂﬂ&ﬂﬂ&llﬂdﬂﬂdthﬁﬁrlgmijﬁdtﬂth'EMBHhutrﬂ- .............................................................................. .
where they were addressed by Sir Thomas Blamey, who delivered
.00 0L the mest sincere speeches given by an officer 0 MAg | o ee—m—m
troops. He praised the Brigade for its work overseas, in the
Desert, Greece, Crete, Syria but stresses the point that thei
SP— . o L L LT T T T T et [ R g‘i"&ﬁﬁéﬁf‘adﬁié’ﬁ"éﬂé'ﬁ’ﬂ'wﬁhéiféffﬁrfiﬁ“ﬂwﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬂuH'E'iﬂfﬂ L T P Ry et e e PRt AR NN SRR e
ed the troops that they would be proceedinzg to the Mainland
sane spirit e instilled into the new reinforcements waikckwho
|..would be abeorved inte. .the Bde, He also promised leave 0 8Ll | o e—
members of the Bde,who had ocorssed over the Owen-Stanley ranggs ,

as soon ag possible,

(iovt. Printer, Brisbane
25 Amag bay and a very quiet one. Lvery man received an ACF parcel

and at uidday meal 1 bottle of beer per man was isgsued, and although
the Bn had built up a rather fine drinking record in its 3 vears service
3 | 1 bottle seemed to satisfy those who had wathered the Kokoda track, it is
interesting here to note that not one men in the camp had less than 2 parcels. The highest total 12, and
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ooy savbest o

19

it Saig
0 situation an &
fhere was no sa.ndwf% ﬁé‘l

of the batt ©<lion were together to enjoy this one and those who

|were did . not.teel like.cclebrating..the.0ccagion. 88..0t. B8ROWNLA D@ g i ————————-

The CO was ordered to administer command of the brigade owing

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Sunday and a church service was held in the YMCA tent at 0930,
Intgrg&ﬁplﬂ&vﬂwﬁgiveﬂﬁn&'menﬁﬂiteﬂ.wﬂlﬁfrienda ...............
gcattered around the various camps. 1500 Capt nERWIG, who was

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

-

0900 40 reinforcements and LOB personnel put up tents in the

ey 'n'm""0‘3‘1@"‘B‘i'ta"'"‘1'4"'10"""I-'F'hﬂ'“"b'&t"'bﬁl‘i‘ﬁﬂ'i‘“"ﬁﬂ‘fﬂ"i’ﬂ"b'i*mmnﬂﬂ‘"ﬂf’"'ﬂ""ﬂff’i‘cem R S S RO PP S P ST PP

and 38 ORs, moved over to the new area., vapt nERWIG and Lieut

the carriers.,

E— WW...B.FIW.".1+I.6.H1ET1ﬁ:r.rii.i‘edii..lim.u.H.B.H.EHE."-i;.é“&.éf}.ﬁi.a.ﬁmc\.allﬁp}i_dliniaa. e g R R Ll P e Py P e i

by 1 plus 25 from LOBs. They pitched their own tents in their

at wiich the question of leave was discussed, it was revealed

the ATHERTON TAHSLELANIS as an advence party and will proceed

..........................................................................

....................................................................................

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

join us in a few days =nd the present camp site would not hold
aRiamE ,Huﬁi.ci..e.ﬁ.t....Hﬁﬁ.;....q......uu.........“" - RN oo, . T L N e S S PR P P DT DL LR LRI LR T LRt L L bt ERbh it bl oottt ettt i ool etttk et SRy e

__|STEPHENSON were evacuated, Lieut LONG Jjokned.the. battalion B | mmmmmm————————m
take up the posn of A/Adjt. Lieut LOMs had been left behind with

#
Govt. Printer, Urisbane
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lat 1300 hrg that 90 from the. batialion.Would. leave. fomMOrLOW wm o m———————————————
for LORESBY where they would embark and proceed to brisbane by

boat. After reaching Sydney the personnel would receive 14 days

el e Fagr-Tenre - tHED T HOHS towWH, BU HeH “EFe ¥e leave sHortiy fox{

00 S S e e
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U715 battalion parade and the nomianl Toll Of leave Demsonnel | .

"""""

T HEEEFA 1Y hobody dropped out, At 1130 the trucks were filled

Ery

JLuring the morning we st00d. and. looked . at MORMSSY. The... ... .

sdany of the eligable men were ready by 1800 hrg,

was read out. The leave personnel had now been increased to
73m159ﬂtﬁﬂaﬁwﬂmaﬂwIea'ﬁ‘épai‘ty‘). ....... ﬁhﬁﬂﬂmﬂn
peepared to move at 0915, The leave party left on time and nm

{-merched.to..a..point. 4.miles -along. the - roed -£rom Wit el DoRmt @ |«

Rpixcikk® picked up transport, and the leave parties fr ]
2/2 Bns, Duri ’ : e a.n3

ng this march may realised just. hew weak. they.we
we left for LORESBY, arriving at WURRAY SARRA K8 at 1400 nrs.,

:ﬂ..ETEmmT...infu.rma‘l.upmﬁﬂ...wmuc.ﬁ:ll.é.a....Ey...m.a;jw.éﬁ...m ...... ﬁ. ........ Eﬂﬁ:iﬁééﬁﬂ'"""" S S

the troops,from the back of a truck, on the reputation of the

Mmmmbmﬂﬁu‘rﬂﬂlﬂ&?&u*ﬁhﬁb&%‘baliﬁnthenprmgeﬁed ....... AN oA L B

to the Warf, where, living up to their reputation, the troops

338 not go empty handed and the AASC. diswovered. the. loss.of. .|
three or four cases of iced or

angeg, After a wait of an hour
on the warf the 2/1 bBn commenced to embark on to a corvette,

e .“.t‘he..Iﬂr$ﬁm‘ﬂ‘";ll.l"wm‘ch“‘lﬁ‘ﬁ.ffi.é'ﬂ““t‘ﬁéﬁﬁulﬁﬁﬁi-l'-ﬁia'h.‘ﬁmll"ﬁrmlm-:.'*'Bﬁillﬁ'ﬁﬁ-.lﬁ‘ﬁ- LT T T L Lt LT T T T

the bde were 2ll on board, The 25 pde, who were also gohng on

that we would not sgil until tomorrow,

compliments paid to HEW GULNKA

were too numerou a
will not stand vrinting anyway. S e hertre

although there was barely suftficient room nobody minded, The

....:E'ﬂ.r.d....!!.nu.rmﬂ,..Hwag.....i.n...ege.w.b&qyn.ﬂ ..... ik ﬂd-#PﬂT‘bﬂﬂmbny:ﬂeﬂ

from view the words of Genersl Sir
"Never vwas the ori

Thomgs SLAMEY became clear

you have accomplished so splendidly.” The
n wag over for us,

NEW GUINEA campaig

W"

P R . e | ST
na

| 1600 we set sa2il for Australia
TINETTTOO Y by YN T E L HEA § L AE IR REREE DrOTLY WOl amA |

Lo os, Lhe original ALr asked to.pe 8.0.91£f :
Eihk aa HRat T ik AR S0 . JOREOTIM BA. MLTEIONIR B . | i

] L L] L]
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As per 17 Aust Inf Bde instrwctions,

e

w Delr Billle ~ I'll
& 83 &9t oul i uemﬁng ore

Aust Inf En will nauoi dormlm poeition in
with

General prineiples - locullty cefence.

e

4. C Coy will e on the right iu the I
8 uuhum«nmutm Jalr 511l

@reRke U Uoy will ve in 5._=f‘“;n.-_

- AT 38, Acoyﬁubolnun :

w aregs FILL'S and Coy locaiions as nt
ou uammm trade.

Ge HeP's for supplles or Coys will be at 18008587,
AEIER-CCE,
Ge Bn HaQe ot 15843600,
Inteswcoume By /7 te Coy Hed's imuedictely on
occupetion.
ACK,

DLIIIRIBUTIONS

Copy Noe 1 17 Auet Inf ide.
g " " "
e o " w”
& Illes
§ W Bary,
7 " »
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APPENDILX "C® 15 DEC 42
Patrol Report
REETOL DULEREEN cosnosvrsssnsiosssednenssves 2 HEES & T OR B,
SIS PR s cotiihvensssisnonsdedusetsssaesd OBES NP

Time In‘lillliiiiiiniinillﬁl.itl-l-----lllnn 1645 hI‘B

Patrol left HUTCHINSON posn EAST of creek, and proceeded Om
a bearing of B5dgs for a distanece of 300 yds, where a creek crossing was
located, This crossing had not been used sinee the heavy rain, After
proceeding for a further 100 yds on the same bearingz1!nenam$'patrol:of three
men was sighted on the WEST bank of the greek. This patrol apparently
saw us, and moved off on a bearing of approx 270 dgs. Our patrol then
moved a further 350 yds on a bearing of 25 dgs, where 2 small native
garden is situated on the EAST bank of creek. A small grass hut was also
found here, a nd was investigated. NO troops had ysed it for some time.
There are 2 ereek crossimgs in this area — 1 N, and 1 S of the garden,
Our patrol crossed to the WEST bank at a point 40 yds N, and moved on a
bearing of 285 dgs for 100 yds in an attempt to locate what was thought to

be US rifle fire. On reaching this point, noises of digging and wkmpping
were heed#d, so took one man and moved fwd 70 yds where I saw a party of Japs
a nd natives were at work digging and carrying what appeared to be sand,
Sentries weee mowing around the pmeky. I then withdrew the patrol and
moved back to EAST gide side of creek, and moved N for 200 yds, and again =3
crossed +to the WEST, and moved for a distance of 150 yds on a bearing of
260 dgse Here we located a bivouac area which could have been a rest area.

I2 of the huts were investigated, none of which had been used recently.

A large number of the trees were marked by shrapnel which indicated heavy
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. A well beaten track runs N end S through area.

bombing or shelling.
. ther 100 yds, where patrol was halted while 2 and 35

Tl moved fur ;
_Patrol then = .

men patrols were gent fwd. Bach of these patrols reported enemy in po

of roade

\
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SECRET
APPENDIX "B" Copy Noe3?
II Dee U2

Re¥sLOCALF GRID MAP

1 ENENY
Locations are reasonably satisfactory in squarss 1516,1517,
no change appears.to have taken place in the vicinkty of dets
STEVENSON and BOZREM,. |
Noeep Infm is needed in squares T6I6,I6IF, 15I16,I5174
2 OWN TPS
A8 result of our fwd movt, we have exploited to the edge of the
ENEMY defénsive fire plan,

5 KESSELS is sending one coy to square I5I6, then advancing W in
odder to conduct  ENEMY E flank, -

I LOVELL is pushing fwd in square I3I6,and on ENEMY W with object of
exploiting mortar bombardment,

9 Mortars at present @nder comd LOVELL are pperating on known ENEMY

positlons astride road,from 0700hrs Bo I000 hrs.
6 INTENTION
To position minimum tps on present front for purposes of security,
and holding frontally, |
) To maintain maximum tps in hand “or mobile offeneéycand for
conservation of health and energy,
8 METHOD
Policy based on a continuatidn of"stalk and consolidate" ,plus
holding present front with strong posts mutually supporting,.
9 Areas of responsibility; For present,NO change,.
10 Rules. l4j9Bn will prepare at least three strong posts to cover
present front,and R flank to bridge excl,
55/53 Bn will prepare at least four strong posts to sover present
front inel MAIN TRACK, high timber in square I3I6,and L flank,
US will prepare at leadt five posts to cover foot bridge at Ilj0I38,
thence present rear and L of main tracks
It is left to Comd 2/3 Bn ko construct strong posts as are
considered necessary to majntain their present position.
IT SUPPORTING FIRE
All mortars will be brigaded under LIEUT BELL of 55/53 Bn, who
will act directly under this H/Q. :
3" mortars will be allotted in support L49Bn and 55/5% Bn in
equal proportions,
8I MM US mortars will be BDE reserve,but will be sited to give
fire on all fronts if possible,
Units will requisition DF tasks and CP tasks direct to LIEUT BELL.
I2 WORKS POLICY
~ Each post will be sufficient in dimentions to contain one P1, with
' Hy MG's, in certain cases,added,
Lanes of fire and vision will be prepared with due regard to
overhead camflg,
Splinter proof cover for LMG's and Hy MG's will be constructed,
Two=man posts will protect MG's, and will be linked with comn slits.
Camflg from ground observation will be specially attended toe
15 PRIORITY OF WORK
~ (a) Weapon pits wilth,overhead cover and c¢c amflg,
(b) Lanes of fire,
(c) Comn slits.
Il SPECIAL NOTIGE |
' resent activity and occupapion of ground won, must NOT be
relaxed or prejudiced.ITis eventually intended that one unit
- will occupy ALL strong posts, thus freeing other units to
move elsewhere,
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| CRET
A IX "g"
A PPEND IX opy No.31

AUST INF BDE O | 16 Dee 42.
Refere~=~»g EOHAE revised) 4" to I mile ma

Air photos showing variation fn vegetation etc.
(N.Be. Comds to study latter carefully).

IHFORIA!I(}%_

Rﬁorta on and translations of captured documents indiecate that
the ENEUY strength on SCPUTA=CANNANARDA R4 IS5 between I200 amd I700.
His hea 1lth is waning and his food supplies are very low.

His taectics consist of positioning troops in front of our lines
of advaace, as the latter are discovered, and pinning our troops with
rifle and M.G. fire. Extensive use is made of alternative positions;
and it is conmsidered that troops move to alternative areas in accorda=
nee with our threats.

Deduction: The ENEMY must be threatened in as many places as

gwpgﬂﬂbl;s‘t the one time, to disguise the main threat.

36 fn is afriving #his area today, and will eome under eomd

this Bde. _
7 AUST DIV CAV REGT i moving th area HUGGINS, and will

eommence operations from there- objective SANANANDA POINT,

Timings will synchronise with our operations. This unit is
ram_a.ini:fg under comd7 AUST DIV until a later stage, Present garris
on HUGGINS is remaining in position until relieved by 30 Bde.

16 Bde and US sub-units are be eoneentrated in rear of our
resent positicn,asrelieved by 30 Bde, when ordered by this H/Q.

3 LHILNTION 3
Ve MUST, and WILL, destroy all ENEMY in the area SOUTH of HUGGINS

then push BGRTH to SAN DA,

4 METHOD
olieﬁs To drive the enemy to ground in khis present positions
with MORTAR and ARTY fire. To attack his positions from both

flarnks similtaneously behind a withering barrage of SA fire and
flame throwers, MOR and ARTY fire will also be used for

quick and close support.
5 _FiD TPS
49 Bn, 55/53 Bn,
6 CEJECTIVES
495n - MAIN TRACK at astride point 183258 HBH“'
55/5% Bn ~ LINE runningrgiginx NORTH and SOUTH, 25yds. EAST of
that posiidnn of MAILN from BIG TREE at 179248 %o track

éu_ﬂ-ﬂ at 162253n
LINES

AQ -~ line rumning NORTH and SOUTH through HUTCHINSON

58/53 Bn - line running from present ¥ flank of 55/53% Bn

thro m&g-

8 DIRECTIUNS OF ATT ’
5

49 o
55/53% Bn - 85

g TIHIliGﬁ _
i - 18 Sepe Zero - 0800 hrs,

10 SUPPORTING FIRE

bee appendix "B"

11 RESERVE PLE:
ee appendix "B"

1 G

7 SIARTIN

2 pdr gun will take up a position for purpose of firing wup
MALN TE&GK. Fire will be brought from Z to Z x i@ by

observation or sounds on targets within limifed arc R of are
mm lMag - Lof arc 10 liag- measured from bend in road at 178247,

36 Bn will relieve 49Bn and 55/53 bn in their present positions,
on arrival of former, ‘

They will aet as Bde reserve in this area d the atiack,
and will endeavour +to maintain two coys in d ready for

instant movement to relieve flanking detachments, »
Likely roles: Protection of L flank 55/5%Bn with one soy, after
latter have reached MAIN TRACK, Later, advanee astride N TRACK

to eontact 49Bn ,and for HUGGING rd bloeck.
I4 Upon relief, 49 Bn and 5983 Bn will move to areas o be indiecated

on the ground in rear this H/Q,
15 Until US tps are finally concentrated, their presemt Poles will

NOT gease until ordered by this H/Q,

13
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16 L

Jame arrangements for medieal, amn and supplies will prevail
as at present. Accord to results , present points will dbe
advanced along MAIN TRACK or to either flanks.

Units will pay partieular attenton to provision of W/E@P'g

medieal requirements,incel stretchers,imzrmes and the chajn of
amn supply.

I7 1N ZEEOOMN

| BDE H/Q will follow MAIN TRACK as closely as possible.
Heports to present site until further orders.
L/T will follow the advanee,

TCHINSON and HERWLIG garrisons will aet as fwd report eemtres,
and will report progress constantly

1g Reeognition own tps - Red over Green.
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A PPENDIX "B"

see APPL !‘ "Aﬂ i

i Task No Area suns Target Time o ,
pe rbgsh Zone Prom To JWNAFKS ﬁﬁ:uire
ht?’ 1 Present 4 3 B 7-8 Z-1 Neutralize 84

2 ' 4 3 C Z-1 7Zx8 .

% ' 4 1 E Z2x8 724

as
4 : &  ord B
5 % 4 ' ¥

MORTAR

R L NSl LW,
S s a1 -

- Apart from above estimates 49 Bn will have priority in cal

44 ARTY e |
for supporting e ﬁj :: serve of MORTAR bombs, equal to the availahili

£
of sueh, will %o ma intained in addition to requirements for tasks 15
a nd I‘n
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