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GCGERERAL

HIE OBJECT OF THIS SECTION ISt

1. To glve an imiication of the scope of
the operation end the tasks given to 2/5 st
iaf EBn,

2e To present with the ald of stteched
maps ani traces a pictorial of our ovm ami
enany movaments and own alr actliviitye

Se To grovide a aimn study of instructlions
vhich controlled the operation, by attaching
coples of orders, lnstructions and memorande
both fraom and to 17 mst Inf Bdes

~ NOTE 3 411 orders issued by Ban in fmplemente
ation of tasks set by Dde were verbal and are

not vecorded, fully,

REF MAPS ¢ SUALN EAST
SUAIN WEsST
HANU EAT
NANU WEST
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r- s _ umiwnﬁﬁ#tiﬁtc %0
orage food, Eneny dis ons are own ' wvhich
lssued with € sust Div Int nevieow 0.3 p— e

2 Our forces consisted of 2/7 mst Cdo 3gn besed on TONG

own
th patrol basos EAST and SE of this arcas

msmﬂrliumfrme/smtinfmwtnmihﬂ ﬁxi-rmo
was commanded by Maj] I.H.MeBRIDE, was named PIPER FORCE, ;‘Euum of
A ani C Coys, and cmme under direct cammand of HQ 17 sust Inf mie.
de Tasks glven to the force were tw

(a) Task in Gen

To relieve 2/7 st Cdo Sqn at TONG.

(b) pesiks in Ferticular

(1) Tou will be responsible for n g WES
SOUTE line through NUSU m
NIALU V320207 excl AUN CREEXK to junc with AMCK

wi RIVER
V350196 thence ABOE RIVER o |

T of NORTHe
of ‘line inecl

(iv) vhen a base at NUSINDE is esteblished, patrol to the

EAST and est a base at MUSU,

When a base is established at NUSINBE the main base may
be moved to that area subject to the requirement of
keeping TONG a® a staglng post on the L of ¢e Before
moving the main base fud, 1t will be onsured that the
TONC area 1s completely cleared of the enamye

(vi) You will render 8iltreps dally (made up to 1000

1100 I such special sitreps g» W;M Hﬂﬂ::ﬂ?i
(vil) ¥Your patrolling programme and intentions will be ignalls
utom.nqwzam:onmnmgan. ;

Se Fapmﬂhupn'timlrulul'?mt:mm'motmm'“‘
muc:mnumnnu-_mng-opmmﬂwzﬁmu-n;m

e PIPER FORCE moved from ATTAPE via YAXANUL and relieved |
Cdo Sqn at TONG on 20 Dece 4m-nm1maasmm“t
ive commended on 21 Decs The force .
until 31 Dec inel when it reverted to comand 2/5 Ene

7s For movement of force during period 21/51 Dec sce Map 5 axd trace
P 3 enemy dispositions and movement are shown in Trac Casualties
were -« Owm 11, ememy 23 killed, e .

8a Puring this period 71 Wing RAAF provided close alr support
eleoven succesaful alr strikes were made, ror detalls seo Trace hu-ﬂ

(v)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO2/7197



O At 31 Dec PIPER FORCE hed pertly 1utuhbrhr1ns
mdtthmemwm, YAUPES amd

mmn See ™race Ps

10, Hmmimammdntmzﬂﬁnflzmucﬂbﬁ.
BUTTROSE carried on with tasks given in 17 Be Op Instr Hoe 7 and
formod gemeral outline plan as followsge .

. ®p coy uu form base at NUSINAU and protect RIGHT flank by
contiming pressure EASTWARD and by deop patrolling to SO0UTH, -
amnitcw“w in succession FERFENBIL = ASILING = NISIN e

] .
B Coy on arrival in area to move and secure OID SAHIK and adv
in gen SE direction and clear in succession SUMUL « WALEIDE =
HAHARINCA « SELTAU®, |

For implementatlion of this order see Tracss T and V.

1l. In reply to 17 Bde Signal 089 of 301100 I (appx P) 2/5 Bn signal
gﬁglof o Jan {(appx H), set out ocutline plan for future z)pmtimu
ollows g~
"#hen PEREMPIL clear maln axis through ASILING MISINM to
SHIASAYL 8 will watch RIGHT flank as suggested®

12, 17 pust Inf nde I 4/4 of
tho dlspositions, nrm
TONG PERENBIL areas

13¢ ©On 3 Jan B coy and MMC joined
further the Bn plan D Coy was ordered to move to NEW SANIEK and thus
protect ¢ coy's IEFT flank and vears :

1de 17 pust Inf Bde G680 of 5 Jan (appx J) advised that Op Instr No.7

reliable surmary of -
v Gp operating in the

S Jdan gave a rdﬂ.y

muunm“ﬂthmthIij lve contimaed

17 putAInf mn l __
improve sdopt dd‘miu attitude with azzgressive

ce of enamy localities at SUMUL and MALBUAIN @ wtmlm
post at SAIIK",

10a At 061530 1 Pn O 83 (appx 1) advised wpolicy alre hm
ted Ommnﬁﬂmﬂﬂraﬁ now ono coy less m:l:l @ SUNUL
being investigated @ MALBUAIN cloar." .

17« On 6 Jan Bn ¢ 2/44 (appx ¥) gave CO's ietion of the
situatione mgléﬁnﬁnmﬂm jmm advance EAST through
mnm*m-amn,mmmnmmmmm
deoling deep patrolling and to have staniing patrol at SANIK,

18, OUnders issued by Bn included se

C Coy contime adv glong main axis, |
wr-duutMIm DREEIKER,
remaln SAIE with fmmedinte tasks to patrol SE SANUL which,

urc.-. to be occupled by one Fl, to AMUK rivers
D Coy who were en route from AITAPE to be used with C Coy along

main axls upon ﬂ.!'iﬂll in area,
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maﬁhmmﬂmﬂmmmmméﬂidrm 5
mmmugmasqwsmsnuum See TracoeW

wﬁﬂmmumdbfmnrh.

# Coy to move fwd and secure PELHADU,
B Coy to clear es far as HANARINGA,

ahis task was completed by 16 Jane

ﬁ.@umtznrmgmwalmltmo)mammuuu
to BT 50 vertical grid and SOUTH 04 lateral gride Fatrols owed to
move to deop SOUTH,

rollowing this imstruction 17 mtlntﬁhﬁ'?mnflﬁ:m(
mmhﬂienﬁunnrthomamhunum:w out propos

itating a =light varlation in abovementioned signals, The mm
WOre e

(a) You will be relieved of any responsibllity for the area NORTH
of the ANUK River after passing EAST of the 48 vertical grid

(b) You will est contact with the Cav in the HAMBINA village area

(c) The mov of the left of your force will be SOUTH of the AMUER
idver anxd will be in the gen dimchimﬂmxm&
AUANG VA908, BALAZA V5502 During this fwd move you wil

ammmmmammmsmmm
HARXU Rivere

mm

1

(a)

in subpara (c) sbove is well urder way and 1s

49 vertlical grid, your right should move fwd
nmmmm n in suecesasion from the

the onemy
following gen areas LUWAITE V4503, WAIIUN J4799, ANUL AS598.

{(6) Careful timing of the moves 1n subparas (¢) and (d) will be
essential to ensure that your flanks do mot became too widely
separated.

23 in Mm of these ilnstructions BEn issued the following
ordarsg g

A Coy will clear in succession the LUWAITE « WAIUN « ANUL greass
Advance to0 be controlled by the contre.

Wlth the cccupatlon of WARINGHAN - BANA aress a dropping ground
will be prepared and a firm base established in this area.

Dax CC forvard coys will then clear AUANG - BULNITA and
secure a ground in the WARANCAM area.
mmmnaqmmmmmMﬁn clear YANA -
DOREISINA and come Into reserve AUAIG, moving then to clear
EUAINICINA group. 3560 &ppx BB = mtmrmeﬂwatm;rm

Por implementation of these omlers sce Traces RyT,U,V,We

244 17 Anst Inf Hle 00 No.2 of 25 Jenm (appx OC set cut nde Intention
"7 mst Inf ple will clear eneny fram arca WBST to HORTH « SOUTH 1line
mmmhmmm-mmmm.-mWMmmatmmg

(n) Te clear the enamy fram the area aelong the gen line AUVANG
V4906, WARANGAM wvillages mmummm

EMMWMMWW

(b) wammmm&ammmamummmm
villages ANBUM villages A4707 - ILAHOP AS608.

(e) Patrol to the deep SOUTH as far a8 the 90 labteral grid 1line
mmwmmum-mmmath
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| SLN

ferce moving in para 6 (b).

25, Implementing Bde 00 Ne., 2 2/5 Bn issued erders for further meve
EASTWARD as followaz~

D Ceoy secure SALATA

C ey secure NUMANGO village area

B Coy meve SOUTH emd secure EAST side of S4LATA To assist in
destruction of ememy in this aresy On completion this task to
move EASTWARD and bring pressure teo bear en BALLF,

A Coy resting on main axis,
26, All coy objectives hed been gained by 3 Jen,

27, Further verbal orders were them issued by Bn as followss~

D GCoy will clear the SALATA E*BRAS village ares,
B Coy secure SALIF, '
G Coy clear DALAGA=NUMANCGO areas.

‘.c.,“'?

28, while this operation was in progress a message was received fyrom
17 Bde by K/T at 071015 I stating - Bde comds instrs are to bog-down
and return parachutes ¢ parachutes posn mosi acute { comd desires that
ops take second place until they are cleared even to extenti of slowing

right dowm,

29. 17 Anet Inf Bde G831 of 8 Feb (appx DD) gave a forecast of future
operstions and assaming objeetives givem in 17 Bde 00 Neo. 2 were
obtained attention was te be directed to UAFRIK as & iminary
to a move to the 30UTH, /5 Bn proposed task was to assist 2/7 Cav
Cdo Squ in securing MAPRIK area them cleer SINAHU area leaviang strong
pase at M'BRAS ILANOF or other suitable area., The task being o kill
the enemy whilst cleaning up the country with capture of grounmd ne
objest, | '

0, In reply to above 00 2/5 Bn of 11 Feb (Appx EE) set out his appreciation
of ihe situation and submitied sm outline plan for future operations

as followss=

(a) When the ememy ie either destroyed or cleared frum the
NUMANGO=ILAHOP areas ome coy to be left at ILAUOF to control
NORTH.WEST from this base end to patrol SOUTH-EAST docxiENEx

destroying the enemy to ILAHINKA 583330,

(b) The centrel sxis of the two coys and HQs to move SOUTH.-WEST
from the BALIF teo the M'BRAS area them SOUTH-EAST to ANDIPL,
ILAHETA to SINAIU,

(e) One coy to move SOUTH-WEST from M'BRAS end destroy or drive
the enemy from the APOS group SOUTH=-EAST through ASANAKOR te
YUBAN=AKUOR them EAST to SINAIU,

(d) The above would require the Cav Regi be given the extra lask
of destroying the enemy EAST of the AMUK to include WALAHUTA

AUPIK 1e2 which are at present oceupied by a least 100 enamy,

lzﬂhmmnbjaotituﬁmhpmHHMMmiﬂﬁ
issued the Mhmsgﬁmh&r&ul?wlﬂunfm:n
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Sub ject 3 CPERATIONS « TONG ANEA, HG 17 Aws t Inf Bde
12 Dec 44
G562
1. He HCBRIDE
5"—“”“.
Ref maps g SUALN EAST 1 im %0 1 ml

SUAIN WEsST »

NAW EAST .

NANU WEBST. .

G

Se

il.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

“1££trﬂs'hummﬂl of the iumedate viecinity of TONG and are moving

W.mmpnuuhthmmmnﬁiﬂuuhmaumm.

At present 2/7 sust Cdo Sqn are at TUNG with patrol bases EAST and SE of this

Brca, |

Imtmtomdnferuitﬂhuﬁnmuynﬂu:nmﬁlﬂﬁuﬂh
relieve 3/7 ast Cdo Sqn in the TUNG arca. Mov w1l wuwence on Sun 17 Dec 44,
You will answer directly to me for the tactical employment of this force,

All availeble infn has been incl in the Div dail situation reviews
dnfin will be given to you by Bde IC. . o

fecently, enemy activity in the TONG srea has increased. Since Sat 9 Dec 44

the be
-hannhmnwm;rmmunm st on the L
mnmuummm.uium-mmfﬁamw:::

pletely cleared of ememy,

firect air @ will be avdlable to
S o b b you on application through this HQ, T

(a) Galls for strikes will be made through ¥Q 17 Aust Inf Bde. Sl
‘ & reguest
for the following day is grunted, it cam N& be mﬂlﬂ;llmu-m

to that effect is received by this Hy N® later tham 2100 hy

(b) Mkdmmmhmhnﬂdﬁﬁmﬁﬂwm dgnals,

(e) Daily, s mmber of BEAUFOKT sireraft Wil £1 ) give o
' | ¥ over your base te give eclo
8p if required, haimﬂwhamiumwithbyMG‘::md“
panels, They will be informed vhere to bomb or ol that no support is

roﬂrﬂ,hMmﬁn;ﬂlhﬁnmwﬁqm eearranged
with 6 Aust ldiv, ‘tpr

\

- ! .
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12. EPairole |
hittﬂﬂﬂllﬁﬂilpﬂ.ﬂﬂhihﬂﬁthﬁ;fﬂlhﬂhnuf
friendly natives and projected patrols so

you will sig your mwihmmntlmhumﬁi
pu_odhtw.

13. h*m*_miﬂhimﬁh,m.

14, Iptercomn

(a) 17 Must Inf Bde Sig Sec will provide you with a det and twe 22 sets,
one for rear link and ome for air,

(b) A pigeon loft will move to TONG with the first subunit of your foree and
'  will be used for coum fwd to your patrols.

15. mmmmmumaLurchmmmmmuurmw
SKINDEWAL track as early as possible,

16 mu%-:n-“wmnﬁmﬂaudtﬁlmnummmnw
- zﬁuor'mmmm.mmmmmwmal.

17. nulmrltmpmlforuﬁllbnsﬁodjoaﬂdtheﬂ-dmlthﬁbotﬁu

Copy to & 2/5 Auet Inf in
Y
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Subject s OFE/ATIONG = TUNG Areas

Naj I H MoBRIDE
W 2/5 sust Inf Sa (for infa)

1. In smplification of our comversation of yesterday mormings

1. The posn of enemy forces in the TONG erea is deligitfully vegue and
your first consideration is to straightem this out.

Generally, your attitude is to be aggressive, The presant pasd ve
attitude in that arca will not be followed,

d¢ Keep all near enemy posts under constant observation so that he ean
NOT move without your knowledge,

Prevent him from op proaching your posts Ly aggressive patrelling.

Dan 't become involved in set plece attacks when you cam adiieve your
ﬁjuthmnfﬂr-tﬂhu.mmml.WM-
and the

6¢ Make the fullost use of Capt COLE and his police boys far deep patrelling
mm:;uutu-u:um C.LE is reported to be very dependuble smd
Co=operaiive, :

r

-

7¢ Uhen you judge it expedient, you may lose ground if by =0 doing you
can entice the enmemy om to betier killing ground.

8o m*tmmmummmmm-m;mrwu.mu

9¢ lihen you contsect the in a posn whick looks difficult, pull baek
at the right moment and hit him from the air,

1Ce we ¢ n afford to lowe ground in the fwd areas temporarily provided such
lose does NOT jeopardise eithor your force or neighboring units or
prevent you from ad ieving your ultimate objeet,

11, Your proposals to hold the YAMS. S srea defensively (but 4 th offend ve
patrolling fuwd of this area) while you first clemn up the ememy pockets
further WEST is considersd soumd, |

1%, Accurately patrol located enemy pockets md clean them out ome at a time,
Kemember the principle of concentratiom.

13, Avoid anything savouring of bullheadedness and which might incur one
unnecessary casual ty. i

14, Infin and more infa is wanted ha e urgeatly of the situation EAST of
the TONG area, PW will be inviisble. ZExpedite their move to AITAFE,

. Ko Jdo NMoten Brig
oomd 17 Aust Inf Gdes
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: SECRET
Copy Neo s 2
15 Dec 44
Maj I H MeBRIDE
2/5 aust Inf Ba
Ref Meps s HANU BAST 1363360
NANU WEST 1363360
SUALKN WioT 1363360
PRI

!5 Known enemy poens in the TONC area to date are as followsg=

i) at least X occupying YAPOMBIL
i approx 40 occupying SAHIK (V376111)
(iii) approx 40 occupying EAST village of YAMBES gp (V354088)

ntlut:nutumhumdmurﬂtﬁutoumwmfm
their poms in WEST village of YAMBES gp (347089),

(b) 14 emmemy were reported to have moved from SOALAF on 12 Dec¢ 44 and
present whereabauts are LOT knosn.

() ANGAU report dated 1 Dec 44 stated a minimum of 200 enemy were based
in PERINSIL villages ares. This force wes patrolling from tise to time
nmmumx,rmm-.munqumwmm.

This infls is considered accurate ., Mnamy parties mentiomed in suipara
(t)mmddmitohpﬂdtnlﬂru.

e Qum fps
(a) 2/7 must Cdo Squn are occupying TONG area, Disoms are as follows e

T0NG ¢+ Squn HQ plus 4 Tp

YAMBES ¢ (V347089) B Tp with OF established,
YASILE 3§ © tp less two secs,

KUloUE 3 1w secs C Ip v th OF established,

én OF has alec been established at VI4TL50, T0NG and YAISES are
occupied as def localities, YASILE snd KUMSUK are occupied only as
patrol bases,

(b) ﬂnnnctinmmﬂﬁhtwhmnmhmmm
(V420192).

(¢) ANGAU are msintaining a permana ¢ det at TONG, Capt COLEL comd,
3. Gili Issued separately.

I4or IN I

4 (u) You will relieve 2/7 aust Gdo Sqn at TOKG with two rifle coys plus a
swall iy ingcresment, :

(b) The omposition of your force will be g=

HY increment Of an Adjt, B, KNS, and
7 service mnd maint pe sonnel
Bn Int det leoffr 10 GR
Bn sig det : 1l offr 17 OR
Ba Par det 10 OR
gn Ned det 1 offr OR
17 fust Inf Bde 5ig Sec and me

g
eon Loft 7
t Div Postal Unit §

I,
s
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Two rifle coys
Mortars (2 dets) 11 OK

(¢) You will answer di rectly to HQ 17 Aust Inf Bde for the tactical
employment of this force. Your comd will be designated PIPER FORCE,

Oe - E = TONG

The mov will be carried out in three stages,

Stage 1
(a) ALTAPE - YAKAMUL by MT

The necessary vehsito tpt your force will report 2/5 Aust Inf Bn
1612001, The journey to YAKAMUL is 2 hrs,

(b) Native carriers will be available at YAKAMUL at 1706001 for
porterage of stores to TONG (see para ¥4),

Stage 2
BASE C - NI
Stage 3
NIALU = TONG
¢y IN P CULAR
6o (a) You will be responsible far patrolling WEST of NORTH = SOUTH line

through MUSU V410071 and SOUTH of line incl NIALU V320207 excl AUN
CREEK to junc with AMOK RIVER V350196 thence along AMOK RIVER to
creek junc V391158 thence along creek to 41 grid line,

(b) You will patrol SOUTH to the area MIMBIOK V200070 = YAUOTONG V268061
and destroy any enemy along the track between these places,

(¢) You will patrol SOUTH and est a base at MUSIMBE V350053,

(d) When a base at MUSIMBE is established, patrol to the EAST and est
a base at MUSU,

Te When a base is established at MUSIMBE the main base may be moved to
that area subject to the requirement of keeping TONG &s a staging post
on the L of C, Before moving the main base fwd, it will be enm red that
the TONG area is cmple tely cleared of the enemy,

8e (2) You will render sitreps daily (made up to 1000I) at 1100I and m ch
special sitreps as cond dered necessagy,.

(b) Your patm lling progremme and intentions will be 4 gnalled to this
HQ by 18001 on preceding day.

aliy

9% You will implement aggressive air strikes with preference most Southerly
and South Westerly areas to drive the enemy Eastwards.

10, Direct air o W 1l be available to you on applicati on through this HQe

dhe system of demanding is:=

(a) Calls for strikes will be made through HQ 17 Aust Inf Bde, Wen a
request for the following day is granted, it can NOI' be ca celled
unless a message to that effect is received by this HQ N@T' later than

21001 on the day prior to the strike,

(b) Tac R aircraft may be commnicated with da ly by RT or panel signals,

(¢) Daily a number of BEAUFORT. aircraft will fly over your base to give
close sp if required, Tk aircraft may be communicated wi th by RT
or ground panels, They will be informed W ere to bomb or told that
no sp is required, in which case they w 11 bomb a secondary target
pre-arranged with 6Aust Div,

(d) In view of the presence of friendly natives at TONG and EAST of that

area, you will request targets only after o nsultation with ANGAU re
(e) Time ’]Emi'b after which NO %trike will be made will be included in 'ﬁ:g'

request,
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FROE 17 aust Inf Bde
o - 2/5 Aust Inf n

For SUTTROSE fram LOTEN
Withdrawal O.FPs SCNGAIEN noted: Consider desireasble t cover

Originator's No. O 96, SEGRET.

Wﬁuhﬁiﬂ&iﬁmm Advise your views amd

decision,
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—_ ! ' i

/Y4
FROE  2/5 Aust Inf Ba Date Time of Origin 021900 I
;vm:rruo‘ |

ed.ﬂm-h.eu. SECRET your O 89 end 0 138 ACK
when FEREEBIL clear main sxis of adv through ASILING HISIN to
SAMASAI, Will watch right flank as suggesteds Your 0 96
NW approaches covered by standing patrol sir ome HUO 7 OR
at new SAHIK as from 3 Jans
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17 Aust Inf Bde
Ref Ne: I 4/4
3 Jan 45

The felleowing is o swmmary of infe now aveilable ef dispesitions and sirs
of 41 Jap Div,

Re Infm has beem obtained from documents and maps captured within the last few
days and confimms previeus indications as te the activity of 4 Div,

3¢ Infm is forwarded in amplification of maps slready dropped te you and is
believed to indicate fadrly relisbly the dispomms of 41 Div,

. A NiviQ

(a) Qrgenisation |
Div HQ is constituted as a gp HQ as follows:~

rd
Branch Fd Ord Depot
51 Constr Unit (50)
EP dets

Expeditionary Unit (elements)
Estimated strs are showm in paremthesis,

Total str of HQ is stated to be possibly 5/600,

(b) Logation

Gp HQ is located in BALIF villages area and has direct control of BALIF
sectior,

5. 237 Regt
Although NOT immediately comcerning your area, infi ofthis Regt may be of value,
(a) Responsibility of Regt is apparently éivided into three sectors.

(ﬂm’mﬂmenflhpiilhihﬁﬂ‘t-ﬁllﬂll‘thn.f
KIMBUN ereeky, them generally S5W along high ground to MALIN,

(ii) , manned by 1 bn, is line from ROGKY FORESHORE, feeture
V6928, in gen SE divection to uwnamed villege at V745246,

(iii) Reserve Sector, manned by remainder 3 bu plus att tps, is line from pt
midway between ROCKY FORESHORE and village V745246 running in SV direction,

(b) DANMAP RIVER AREA

2 bn was opposed fto our tpes along line of DANMAP river and inf gained during
Nov=Dec¢ indicated str of this unit te b-/w 300,

However as 211 enemy have beem killed by Aust tps in this area to date it is
possible that this bn has now been renderod useless as a fighting force,

(o) Strength

Total str of 237 Regt end att tps is now estimeted to be 100-1200 which figure
includes approx 6350 sick, who are however, compelled to fight amd work,
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Ce 238 Degt
(a) Crgamisation |
Regt bas attachesd the following tpsze
Cas 8 Indep Ingr Segt
54 C unit
o ¢ logp
: unit ( dets ouly)

&

o

2
¢

unit

]
&

(b, Ligpogitions

degt is responsible for what is known ws FEHELSIL sector wiith def pomus
believed est st SUiUL, FERLLSIL and MALBUAIN,

Regt HG is situated at SELNI

mwﬁummmmmu
have beem recently found, -

mmuauwmzmmnm
(ii) Offy of 3 o killed at YAMSES ou 15 Doce

(o) Gtreugth

Litile infn is evailable on which to base str of logh and att tps but
pending further infln it is tenlativaly estimsted at 800,

Yo 238 Jeit
(=) Uypsmisstion
Regt has ati the following tpms~=

Cne coy € Indep lugr fegt
2 Fd Hosp

(b) Lispositions

Regty less ono ln which is believed to luve been withdrawn for duty
elsewhierg, is responsible for def of WUSAK and SALATA erosse

hegt HY is losated ab WOMSAK

Gné bn is located at SALATA and is respousible for defl of SALATA sector
with est defoncos ab LUSENDAL AFOS and ASSNAKDH.

(o) Strength

Little infu as to
inils it is tentati

€. Gsoeral
(@) stroagths

of Legt
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(b) Lof G
lov of 41 Div Gp

to areas SOUTH of the TORKICELLI'S was by route MALIN-WALUN=

WOMISIS=AAN-~WOMSAK, and should the enemy attempt tp adopt offensive tactics

against out tps to the NORTH it is considered that this route would again be
used,

Hesponsibilitics off 41 Div and 20 Div to-gether with subdivieion of 41 Div
area into sectors are shown on map already dropped to you,.

* (KeCe CLARKE)
BM 17 Augt Inf Bde
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HQ 17 Aust Inl Bde
3 Jam 45

Lt=col A W BUTTROSE
2/5 AUST INF &

Iafn recently obtained now gives a fairly clear picture of eneny & sposus
in the WEWAK areas A summary of infm as effecting your fromt is att,

2e The astual str of the enemy is an uncertain quentity sad the figures givem
ghould be treated with resi They may be regarded as a maximum igure,

Je Now that the posm in front of you is ressonably clarified, it should help
you to make a sound appreciations

4,  The op inetr number 7 still standsi
S5 The following _Pﬂilﬁ are¢ stresseds=
“ 35S and DREXIKER (end if you decide to put a base

A m)mﬂhummdupﬂl-tfﬂlmdﬂrmd
quighing g base to move fwd you must in tumm secure

ISR e < AP
% (b) There is go hurrvto wipe gg§ rleces like PERENSIL, The maximum use of
X air strikes and your present harassing tactics by offensive patrols
shoul achieve the required resultss I expect you will use yair mortars
here ss well, Look into the possibikity of putting an swbush along his

L of C EAST of FERENSIL,

{¢) No sttempt st this stage should be mede to move against MALSUAIN 3804
-+ but this {lank wust be kept under observetion and comsideration given to
the possible nh' spproaches leading into MUSIMBILUK from the SCUTH and

L3
F

Sl )

(d) %hile dispersion of your bn is unavoidable it should be arranged that
you have at least lecal superiarity opposite the forces in your immedate
front e.ge the eneny str at PEAENSIL has been stated by your reports to
be around 7, This is more than countered Ly your tps at YALES and
LUAIRG and plus your ability to move the whele or portion of your tps
from DAEEKIEER gpgainst any ememy conc in the PERIEBIL area, The
ening of your posn opposite SUMUL 393110 will have to be gonsidereds

(e) &ny move you make must be carefully so-ordineted with the fud mov of sups

L e

(£) A4s you move further BAST and drive the JAF from his propared defs yw
must expect to be counter-attacked and should prepare accordingly.

The sup situation is still not good. Umly one sirecraft is availsble but

& second has been zsked for so that we can build you up to 7 days sup, and
with the uncertain flying weather to be expected this is gonmsidered & mimimum,

(v)

:; v mu.-:u
7

generally to all defended enemy localities.
w

If D Coy can be gainfully asployed it will be woved fwd on your request but
the difficulties of sup must be given due consideration.

-
.

The posu of ths comd of att tps in your area has been clarified by 6 aust Div
who have pheed thesm under 17 Aust Inf Bde which authority is delegated to you,

EJk
(4 4]
&

The med appreciation of Major FARSONS has been carefully exsmined and is
approved. However the provision of 70 beds at YAUSES seems to be lavish

in view of the nature of your ops end the methods employed which should keep
casualties to the minimum, Major PARSONS will be told that emy future comms
of this nature will be submitied to you and a copy seat to ALS for inin only.
Please keep me in touch with the med situation continously.

-
o
-

If you have aay difficulties let me know I may be able to help you.
11, Flemse ack this by sig.

M J Moten Brig
Copy tos Bl Gomd 17 Auet Inf Bde.

File (9 -
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News of the capture oI reremoll nes
Good work, ‘The principke in para 5



FROK 17 Aust Inf Lde Date Tume of Origin 050845 1

10 2/5 st Inf Bn

Originator®s No. 0 157 SEGAET until supplies improve adopt
verify existemnce

defensive attitude W th aggressive patrols,
of enemy loﬂlitin at SUMUL end MAISUAIN ., suggest you

gstrengthen post at SAHIK
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FROK 2/5 aust Inf B. Date Time of origin 061530 I
10 17 Aust Inf Bde

Originator®s No. O 83. BSECRET your 0157 and 0207 ack,
pelicy already implemented, concur your suggestion. str SAHIK
now one ¢oy less one pl. SULUL being investigated,
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6 Jan 45,

Brig koten
Comd 17 M inf Bd.-'

. Ref your G680 of 3 Jan 45, The situation this area at prosent ls
muda:tcdnunoﬁ-

i. H iny movement of the 239 Regt from SALATA srea in a Uesterly or Ld

direction ean be obmerved by native sentries of the KOINYEF AFOS Village
ares end by those of the DOMAN GP, MALBUAIN is reported clear amd will be
kept wnder close observation, |

2¢ My present intention ie to leave A Coy at LUSINAU DREKIKER, Tasks
BAST to MNIGIRA area, WEBST MUSIMBILIE RANAHAN SO0V DULAN OP,
3&&5%5@&&#!3% SHISAL.

FEREUBIL is the d-i.uth; feature of the ridge mning'ﬁtoPMﬂ.
Bneoy occupy ASILING festure, LISIM NUSU « SANASAL are uscd for staging,
HUSU is apparently a very swall village of no importance. |

Te The enemy fwd of PEREMEIL main feature were in ocoupation ¢f a lower
PERBMBIL wvillage but this moming evac and have moved to the ASILING feature,
The lower willage was approx 500 yds SE. I allovwed Cemerom to occupy this
village with one Pl as it dominates ASILIRG.

Se Your paras 5 (b) (¢) are fully eppreciated and will be applied, 4ny
further movement nlong this main axis is controlled by the supply posn, D Coy
will be used with € Coy slong this axis,

The next move of thie HQ is to PERENBIL, A dropping ground is being
prepared. Maint within the unit should become eusier vhere base is established.
N0 move is intended before the ASILING feature is clear,

Te mhnurmamnwumxunmmmo. Sentries have
reported 3 between WALAHANA SUMUL, Cole of angau is organising this area at
present so iniln will improve.

€. B Coy less 11 Fl eoccupied NE4 SAHIK to-day and on arrivel D Coy 11 Pl
hendover, NASALEN and join Coy. lmmediate tasks D Coy willi be patrols S& S4kUL
which if clear will be ocgupied by onme pl. This occupation will deny Jape
wovement to BELU, Patrels KE te AWK river, |

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1027197



Subjeet s OFS TONG AREA

g
&

Li=gol A. & BUTTROSE
2/5 st Inf 3n

Lt WA CH has retumed and given me a fairly owmplete picture of
activities in your area.

Ze From his report 1 am very satisfied with the way things are going.
3e “ALGH raised a few queries which I will try and clear wp

(a) QuECTIVE

4l grid line as an objective is NUI arbitary but merely a guide, You
are the ouly persom in a pom to detemine tactieal objectives, If
ASLLING is a better objective than WUSU then stop at &SILING. Go
beyond KUSU if you feel it necessary but DON'T be drawn too far

to the 3Es Suppose you stop at say SA ISAL and make this a forward
base, and patrol aggreesivdy {rom here furiber to the 5B, Ymr
patrols should soon establish comple te @ nirel of the country between
the NANU River end the WIHAIBON River and progressively as far South
as the 99 lateral grid line end maybe cven fwrther south,

(b) ZIIME just does not enter into the problems., Go quietly amd
methodically as you are doing and you can't go wrong.

(e) Takeadvantage of amy opportunity the Jup gives you as you did at
- PERREGIL. This was a good show, il ase cenvey my ®ngratulations
to Cameron and his nem,

(é) The limiting factor to all ym r forward moves will be supyly. There
appears to be nmo lmmediate possibility of improvement, lio secomd plsme
has been made availeble tut the Courier plane is sometimes persuaded

load, Uhatever happens you wont starve, In an

amergency the Jeeuforts will assist, Hemce your movements will of
necessity be govermed by your ability to maintain any troops you

g
:
:
g

€. It is regretted that the presemt posn here dictates a gem sttitude of def
by you but within the limite of your sup be as aggressive as you can,

8. Ack by signel

i J oten Brig
Cowd 17 Aust Inf Sde

™

]

Diery (3)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1027197



e ©

FROM 17 Aust Inf Bde . Date Time of origin 120765 I
20 2/5 Aust Inf Ba '
FOR INFORMATION 6 Aust Div

BUTTHOSE in view improved
SC repeat 0 04 repeat 04
south ACK

- Originator's No, ¢ 170, SECRET. from NOTEN to
%o

position ective extended to Enst
Mnlwm.ghdnmnﬂhﬁm
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Subject s OF3 « TONG AREA

BQ 17 AUST INY BDE
13 Jan 45 '

G726
Li=col 4 W BUTINGE
2/5 Aust Inf Sa |
1.  Farther té my sig 0170 of 12 Jan 45 the following indication is given

of the trend of future o in order that you may look shead in your plamming,

2 Two squs 2/6 anst Cav (Cdo) Regt are working S0ULH towards the junc of
HIMALI River snd KISA Creek, Timings are unce rtain but they shoule arrive
in this area within seven days.

Je G0C.6 sust Div has intimeted that on arrvivel in the sbove arca the Cav

will be placed under my comd in which case I propose to direet them to the
gen line of the KUS4B Creek V5905, Their move will follow the route IALSINI

Villuges V4909 ~ WLSAK Villages V5209 = NILU V5609 = DAHADIGA V580C thence
GHAKANUM VS803p MISANGAL VE003 end MAMCLANUNGA V6005, They will be required
to clean up eneuy m.m-;mnnx iver, 1

4, This will necéssitate a slight veriation in the instrs semt you in the sig
above referved,

(a) You will be relieved of any risponsibility for the ares NE&Il of the AWK
River after passing EAST of the 48 vertical grid line.

(b) You will est mntuct with the Cav in the HAIBINI Cillage areas

(e) The mov of the left of your force will be SOUTH of the ANUE River and will
be in the gen direction of SELNAUA V4408, AUANG V4906, SALAGA V5502,
During this fwd move you will clear the ememy from the country between
the &lUK and the NANU River,

(d) Whar ihe move in subpera (o) sbove is well under way snd is appreaching
" the 49 vertical grid, your right should move fwd of PELNANDU area and clear
the ememy in succession from the follw ing gen areas LUWAITL V4303, WAHUN
© MAT99, ANUL AS598, |

(e) Careful timing of the moves in subparas (¢) end (d) will be essential
to ensure that your flanks do not become too widely separated,

Se These are essential preliminary moves before MAPUIK can be tackled.
ls and orn receipt of orders firom Div

At present thev are merely jroposals
placing the Cav under my comd, you can smticipate receiving insirs somevhatl
on the sbove lines,

6o We are having an immediate air recce made of the sbove proposed gen lines of
adv 40 select possiiule mir dropping stas. The resulds will be advised you and

will possilbly determine the lines amlokg which you will eveniually move,

Te ALl SF
The posn here has definitely improved and all your requiremenis should now be
wets HMake the maximum use of the RAAF in all your plamming.

Ce Ack oy ﬂml
Mo Jo Moten Brig

Comd 1V Aust Inf e,

Copies to
Cond
oM
SO
File (2)

$ar Uiary (3)
8 Capt leaving here tomorrow, He knows the plot and can discuss fully.

Kl
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18 Jam 45
@2/45

Srig Hed s koten
Comd 17 Sust Inf Bde

In reply to your G726 of 13 Jil, Your intentions and
information is quite clear and unless the Jap alters his present
tactics will bring sbout his destruclion or clearing of the area as
degired,

i, As far ss 1 can ascertain any group of villages reparted to
be occupied has a maximum of about 100 Japs, 4 th only a percentage
arwed vith a fow automatics, These conceatirations do moti appear fim
mimmm“hﬁtﬂﬁnfmnlmmumwh

maintein thau,
Be The situation et présent and my outlisme plan is as foliows,
3e A Coy will clear in succession the LUGALTE « HANUN « UUL area,

dny assistance required by the coy te De made avauilable from the main
force, The advance will be controlled by the centre.

4, With occupation of the WARINGAL=-SANA areas a dropping ground
will be prepared and a firm base and HQs will be established in this
aren, D and C Coys forward coys. The cenire force will then clear
AUANG=BULMITA smd secure a firm base with dropping ground in the
WARAGAN area (5003).

Se On the left B Coy having secured SSLNI area will clear YAIA,
SOKSISINA and come inte reserve AUANG, moving then to clear the

€, Looking shead if the Jup intends putting up any sort of
resistance we should meot it in the BALIF eres or at SALAGA, Here 1
feel two detaglments of 4.,2" mortars would bDe a worthwhile surprise
for him, I have given due conslderatiosm to the muintenance of two
dets but with the laeber sltuation clarified and the topographical
aspeet in our fawour I am sure these weapons will prove their
effectiveness, The unit mertar personnel are trained in the use of
the 4.,2" mortars bui if you wish otherwise I would be contemt. Unless
we run into & fiecld piece of the Jap to worry us the dropping of
two mortars in the BULANITA area should fill our reguirements,

A The Jap has shown apparent dislike for areas which we harass
at night with wortar fire and in view of the fact that in many of the
areas not even foxholes have been dug, it is quite understandable

8. The improvement in the supply ie making these operations
from the unit viewpoint very satisfactory and the troops are in very
Mghmhﬁ'iritl. If ACF could sugment the tobacco supply they
would be without 2 complaint, The unit canteen from Regimemtal Funds

is assisting.

e The health of the ircopes @ ntinues to be satislactory.
Diarrhoea amounting to an averege of 30 cases per week with a five
day treatment is a fulletime duty., Fressure is being nmaintained in
instructions and inspections by the 0 and myself, The clearing
of Jap habitation destroys many flies there are meny still in evidence.
It is evident that the Japs as usual are suffering from dysentry pretiy
badly snd this does not help in our task.

10. Darling unfortunately has injured his leg and Parsons
has ordered his return to AITAFE, which 1 an sorry about and it
also must be moet disappointing te him, He actually only saw
the TAUBES SAHIX sreas.

11l. 1 sm avaiting the Staff Capt and party and ex@ et thelr
arrivel within a day or so, |
Ae We Buttrose Lt col
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SEGRET e £C. 5
Copy Noe 2
25 Jan 45,

LT AUST INF BOE Q0 NO 2

Ref maps § ALTAPE « WEWAK 1 in to 1 mile series, and

ANTH

1. Lt Y
All availesble infm has been issued to wmits. -

2e %P
| JUCK ROKRCE (Comd = Capt Ae Jo MARSHALL 2/2 Aust Inf Bn) is patrolling
in the YUSH AKUOR A4988 - NANU River area and is due to retum to

ALTAFE early in Feb,

(v) mpw:m.phmmmm(mau vounded on the EAST
by rd HARUI « MAPRIK) and the arce MOL AS066 and S0UMM o SEVIK river,

(e) & GAU patrol is op along ATUB River = AsAl#F Hiver - SCAEW River V700070,
(d) 16 Aust Inf Bde Gp is relieving 19 Aust Inf Bde in the coastel sector

standi ng patrol at WAL V5719,

(e) 19 Aust Inf Bde is relieving 17 Aust Inf Bde of its responsibility
' for def in the AITAPE area NOT later than seven days after 19 Aust Inf
Bde conce in AITAFE,

(£) 2/6 aust Cav (Cdo) Regt less one sqn comes under comd 17 Aust Inf Sde
from OBC0L 30 Jam 45,

17 sust Inf Sde will clesr enemy from ares WEST of NORTH - SUUTH line
through incl AMI V602038 = BITIKA V5308,

Lyt D

deo GEN |
The intention W ll be implememted by aggressive patrolling and harassing
tactice against located ememy locmlitiesy conce and L of O The maximum

use will be made of sir strikes and mortar fire for the sp of offensive
patrols. Bases must be made gecure and cgpable of solid def and before
relinquishing a base to move fwd comds will in turn secure the fwd base.
All heses should be suited for sir maint and thus units be indep of a
fixed L of C for sups,
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is To clear the eneamy from the area along the genm line AUANG V49506,
WARANGAL Villages V5003, WUMANGC Villages V6402 themce EAST to the
line of the NINAS River,

(5) To clest the ememy from the area along the gen line LUWALTE Villages
AMBUM Villeges A4797 = ILAHOP 45698,

(¢) Patrol to the deep SOUTH as far as the 90 lateral grid line and clean
pockets within striking distance of the force moving in
b)e

up
para 6
oLl

WEST along the AMUK River to track and river junc at V480090.

8,

is m’mn-m:ruqsnn Div is att to 2/6 Aust Cav (Cdo) Regt
for lisison with 2/5 Aust Iaf Bun.

(b) Lt Ve Jo A WILLS of HQ 17 Aust Inf Bde is att 2/5 Aust Inf Ba for
lieison vith 2/6 Aust Cav (Cdo) Regt.

¥
iﬁ Will relieve 2/5 Aust Inf Bn during Feb and will comtinue iddh the
taske in para 6.

(b) Separate instrs will be issued regarding tle relief,

10 Akl
: mnmmnmnnmmwﬂqnmmm.

A

il, #Will be issued separately.

LhklcCidl :
12. 17 Mast Inf Bde H{ remaing present location,

13, '
(ﬂ One 22 set will be provided by HQ 17 Aust Inf Bde for 2/6 Aust Cav
(Cdo) Regt for use ad a rear link to this HQ. Unit i ll be included
in the gp HQ 17 Aust Inf Bde (Comtrol) = 2/6 Auet Cav (Cdo) Regt =
2/5 Aust Inf Bu.

Freg and Code Signs
(% @ill be allotted by 17 Aust Inf Bde 3ig Sec.

15,
2/6 aust Cav (Cdo) Regt KUisal
2/5 st Inf on FLPER
2/7 Aust Inf Bn SAC SAC
09301
51GS

%

2/6 v (Cdo) Regt
2/5 Awet Inf Bn
2/6 aust Inf Bn
2/7 dust Inf Bn

3
<
:

EE
:

g

-

i
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Subject ¢ OFS. = LAPKIK AuEA

HY 17 aust Inf Sde
8 Feb 45

GBal

Lt col Ae e BUTTHOSE DSO
2/5 4UST INF &

bt col E. C, HENNESSY ¥C
2/6 AUST Cav (CDO) HEGT

Herewith a forcast of future opse

2e The present indications are that the J:op line of withdrawal
. is to the South and that there are few if any Japs in the
BAFRIK drome srea,

e ﬁmmmwhhhmmaau“ﬂhm
miles South of ILAHOF A5698, between the NANU and AWK Rivers.

4e Our Jjob is to kill as many Japs as we can as part of the process
of cleaning up the country., The actual capture of ground memns
nothing to us at this stage,

Se Assuming the objectives givem you in 17 Bde 00 No.2 are obtained
our next attention is on the MAFAIK mrea as a preliminary o a
move to the South,

6o Active patrolling to get sir and disposus of enemy in NAFIIX
mﬂlhuﬁﬂdnhhﬁﬂhuﬂnmmu
possible destroyed in the process, _

Te mmm-rmmmmmmm
Cav with suck sp of 2/5 3n as may be comsidered mecessary at
the time, The line of approasch to MAFEIK should generally be
from the and also (if possible) from the Bast, The SCIUL
River track (between 67 und 69 vertical grid) and the CHELAN
wﬂ(muﬂmmmhmwm-
approaches for Sqn which should be rejoined by A smd 8 Tpe
in say 14 days now. This spproach should /7 G in
a favourable posn to move fwd with 2/10 Squ.

Be On clearing NAFIIK the Uav will be required to gd the left and
rear of 2/5 Bn and to mop up the Japs in the country within
easy to the EBAST of MAPRIK.

9 The 2/5 8n (or Z/7 20 on relief) will turn S0UTH and clear the
SINAHU area leaving a sirong base im either the L'SRAS villages,
ILAOP or other suitsble area.

10, Subsoquent moves of 2/5 Bn will depend on infm of enemy moves
but the 3n may be required to comtinue %o the 30UTH end/or to the
EAST to WOSERA or they msy move buck to MAFEIK area and then
proceed with the Cav BAST of MAPKIK towards the KABOIGUS GP.

1l. Flease exswine these propossls and let me have your viows,

12. At this stage the future policy of div activities has mot been
defined but a ruling is expected inm the next few days.

13. Ack by sig.

K. Jo loten arig

Copy tos Comd 17 Aust Inf Sde

Lt col F.EK. PARDURY MO -

2/7 Aust Inf in A

3k

e

File (3)

War Diary (3)

i
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B 2/5 duet Inf 8n
11 FEB &5,

Brig Med. Hoten,
GOMD 17 Aust Inf Bde

Ref your G831 OFS MAPRIK area my W ews are forwarded for
conslderation,

approximately 3000 Japs are in existence in the country SOUTH=REST,
S0UTH and SOUTHEALT of the present area o ntrolled by this wait to
the SEFIK river,

e Whilst a concentration appears to be in the SINAMU arsa there
is also definite evidence of approximately 500 Japs to the SOUTHe
WEST, SOUTH, and SOUTHeBAST of the APOS group SOUTH end SOUTHeEAST
o f ASANAKOR ENDIPI ILAHETA groups,

e ds the task is to kill the ememy whilst cleaning the country
ndthlqtmifmudmnhjmuthh-k:ushﬂhﬂﬂa
are %o be completed W th effect all ememy peckets SOUTH to the
90 grid line must be destroyed,

4y ItisWhmrmﬁthtuMMBilmh |
mufamumrmuthm-wtm, I am of Lhe
opinion that no force maller them a battalion will successfully
carry out this task for the following reasons,

fnrﬂdmorm#aypurumummmmtm
intention to murvive by subsistence, He has mede no detemined
#rtﬂhnﬁﬂmnmtwwlmntqmﬂm
umm-rm-“mdnmmmkuuunntut
with any area in which we show no imterest,

€, &hmdmuxumuthi.in-mﬁm-ﬁdutm-
mm.lityhiurﬂle-qwmm&mm-humn
WEST direction and unless eontrol is maintained in the area already
eleared by this wmit it is quite obvious thst before very lomg the
enemy will retum $o the gardens inm this ares from which he was
ordered previcusly to secure his subsistence,

% Im-mmummtmmudmmm
) m:h-h;mmml&h-m-dﬂth&-m“th
8, When the enamy is either destroyed or cleared from the NOLUNGOe

ILAHOF areas one coy be left at ILAHOP to control Nk TH-UEST from
this base and fo patrol SOUTHYEAST destroying the enemy to
LILAHINKA 583950,

axis of two coys and HQe to move SOUTHsWEST from
mmrummm“mmmrhm,mmu

10, hlmtnuquMThnhmwmﬁMn

¢ given the extra task

include WALANUTA AUFIK 1=~

100 enemy,

12, The task suggested for 2/5 Aust Inf Bn or relief 2/7 Aust Inf in
would involve considerable difficulties boih for supply and maintenance
one very lmportent Mrmgﬁiuﬁmﬁomﬂrm partial
asministrative control/ It is al® very doubtful whether the present

system of supply end responsibility of L of Cs imposed on the unit would
alow this task to be completed in anything like a reasomable period,

Ae e Buttrose Lt' col
Comd 2/5 Aust Inf in

il, The above would require the Cav Regt
ALUK

b
of destroying the ememy EAST of the to
2 which are at present occupied by at least
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ENEMY MOVT STRENGTH & DEF AREA)

Clearea S J#h-.

T
f ,[\E

.C‘lﬂl‘lﬂ 10 Jan

&

T

Cleared 3.'3!1

M i?ih“d 9Jan .

. Clearea it Jan

o

'"‘“W

Enemy 00 B

Urlil's. i'dmhﬁed duuﬂlﬂ.tj Op §°
M D - Comd. LiGern NANQO GORO

comprising elemenlts:-
41 Dwv Gp.
238 Reai'
239 Regt
41 Dwv Engrs
54 Lnf C Uniﬂ'
| Fronks HDEP Unik
Q Debarkakier Unit

Naval Labaur Unit
Naval Volwaleer Unit,

w

=
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Cleaved 15 Jan

Cl-areda 20 Jar:.

v

TRACES ||
s s e

"'ll_-...,._

g _7 " (leared 22 Jan

Cleared |EJa? \

Cleared
? 27J)an l

Cleared
11 Jenk R /
ot A

Cleaved 12 Jan

%

\.C Ie;:cd 191&-\
g — C]anwed
Cleared 21 -.an. 23Jan
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